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Soaltee gurprise 


Escape to the new world of an ancient kingdom in hattimandu. 
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inclusive of all taxes (Pnces indicato-d m 
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Soft and creamy like 


Swiss chocolates 


ul Milk Chocolate, Amul Crisp, Amui Fniit & Nut, 
^mul Bitter, Amul Orange, Amul Coffee 




and foil-board carton 
to ke^n it fresh 
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Mothers' Here's nutrition in a flavour that 
children will enjoy. Iip-smacking icc C'eam 
Whcr, they don't eat weil because of heat, 
give (hco^ -;h:. r.ou'ish--r,6;.t :heY need 
*/vitn chiilou ice*t-roain tlavi.iiji GOMPLAi^. 
They'll !oi/e delicicL.., idsic. 

COMPLAN has 23 vita! foods growing 
children need every day. Proteins are 
nutrients that directly contribute to growth 
COMPLAN has the best proteins, milk 
proteins (20%). Besides, it has 22 other vital 
nutrients like carbohydrates, fats, vitamins 
and minerals that children need during their 
growing years. 

Give you! child COMPLAN twice c day. 
every day. 

COMPLAN i.s also available in delicious 
Chocolate. Strawberry arid Carda tiom 
Saff.'cn flavours and Plain 
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Land of the Gods 

R ight on the roof of the world 
where borders of India, Nepal, 
Afghanistan, China and Russia 
meet are sources of mighty rivers 
that flow outwards the four points of 
the compass; four flow northwards 
through Russia to the Arctic Ocean; 
two eastwards through China into 
the Pacific; two westwards through 
Afghanistan to the lakes; and the 
rest including the Indus, Punjab’s 
five, the Ganga and the Brahmaputra 
southwards through the sub¬ 
continent into the Indian Ocean. The 
snow-clad mountainous region which 
gives birth to these four river sys¬ 
tems was known to our ancients as 
Chaturdvipa and represented as a 
i four-leafed lotus. It was the abode of 
Js} The shapes of its mountains 

inspired temple architecture; its 
' frozen cascades of ice and snow were 
assumed to be divinely designed fing- 
ams and ganapalis (e.g. at Amar- 
nath). 

Our forefathers composed reli¬ 
gious poetry on different aspects of 
Hiniavant; the present generation 
try to capture its beauty on canvas 
and colour films The latest addition 
to the large number ol picture books 
on the theme is The Him.iiaya- 
Kailash Mansarovat by a man and 
wife photographer-wnter team of 
Koinmel and Sadhana Verma. The 
; pictures are exquisite and leproduc- 
' tions of the best Swiss quality. But 
I what distinguishes this pictorial from 
I others on the same subject is the text 
I which cites the Vedas and Sanskrit 
I classics to establish why this region 
! was considered as an a.scent to the 
j Divine. Lines of the Atharva Veda 
f echo the longing for union with this 
I nature’s most magnificent phe- 
I nomenon- 

1 “O Mother, auspicious be thy 
w'ood land. 

Thy snow-clad mountains and thj 
ever running streams 
May the Earth pour out her milk 
I for us, 

j A mother unto me, her son.” 

I Corrupt Man 



A s a matter of fact he is the 
cleanest of men who has made 
muck-raking his speciality. 
What he really does is to study 
methods different governments 
adopt to counter corrupt practices in 
the bureaucracy. 

I have known Leslie Palmier for 
over a quarter of a century as an 
academic of distinction. The last 
time he was in Delhi he told me that 



he was doing field research for a 
book on corruption. “You have come 
to the right place,” 1 told him. “You 
name the corrupt practice, we have 
it. That's one thing no one can teach 
us anything about. We are the world 
champions.” Palmier smiled as he 
replied, “Every Indian says that. It is 
simply not true. Let me tell you, 
India is far from being the world's 
corruptest society. In this respect 
your neighbours outshine you. And 
your bribe takers and givers have a 
lot to learn from Indonesians.” 

Leslie Palmier's book, The Control 
of Bureaucratic Corruption (Allied) 
has just been released. It deals with 
India, Hong Kong and Indonesia. It 
has more on India than on the other 


two countries because Palmier is less 
concerned with devious forms of 
greasing the Babu Sahib’s palm and 
more with what these governments 
have done to prevent it, bring the 
corrupt to book and punish them. 
Indian has quite a network of vigi¬ 
lance agencies and laws to Heal with 
corrupt practices. His conclusion ab¬ 
out India is both surprising and 
pleasant. He believes that despite 
the vast expansion of public sector 
enterprises, corruption among high¬ 
er officials who control these orga¬ 
nisations has been contained. I won¬ 
der if he would have come to a 
different conclusion had he seen the 
video-cassette tape showing senior 
police officials, magistrates, and re¬ 
tired judges of Bombay being enter¬ 
tained by notorious racketeers. 

Gulabi Angrezi 

A Punjabi matron emigrated to | 
England taking her only son 1 
with her. She took to the j 
counti'y like a duck to water. But her | 
boy missed his village and began to 
waste away. Ultimately the lady took I 
the boy to the local doctor for a j 
medical check-up I 

“Does the boy cat well and sleep I 
well?” asked the medico ! 

The lady replied m hei Culabi j 
English. "Aa, na doctor sahib. Na \ 
eatda, na saleepda. hut weepda hev i 
weepda ” I 

Contributed by H S. “Rattan" j 



A devotee tukes a holy dip in the icy aalers of Manas Sarovar 
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Soft textured 
Priya T erene* sarees 
in attractive designs, 
striking colours. 
Sarees that drape 
beautifully. 
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Show Rooms at 
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Oaiibanppt Hobli 580 020 
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Murree On a clear dav vou can see 
Kashmir for ever 1 o tht t ast lies the 
exquisite vale the road winds dow 
nhill between the grfcn slopts to 
Muvaffarabad then atioss the dine 
ing Jhelum over the bridgt ind into 
the Kashmir of thi Abdullahs and 
the Nehius On tht wi ,tcin curst of 
the Muiitc hill is I’lndi Point fiom 
where vou tan see i tanpe melt 
abiuptiv awas into the Hat fertile 
plains ol tht Punjab winch will it 
main undisturbed until once a> iin 
th( land wi eps up again into thi <. ii 
at the Sulaiman R ingi ind the Hin 
du Kush on the boidti ol Alf.hinii 
tan Kashniit Point is on the e ul and 
as you tntir this ire on the to id the 
blown ol tlu locks loothills is sud 
denlv lost in tli ma tests ol snow 
capfu <1 I ingt s th it swtt p ai loss the 
hoii/on to (iili It Old till Hintalav is 
and tntlosL within then told one ol 
Gods finest gifts to men Gangi 
( hoti Pit Kantlii I aiidu Pahai 
Skand Bhadoii Ihete is the itso 
naiKL of c'ntutiis in these naini s 
svhiih hast sutvised tfii skis nudes 
of human caprice pissun pride 
tettot ambition I nth ingrt Ihete 
IS a histtirs whnh stiis in the iineon 
sciou ol Hit nil handsome Kashmiii 
who slowls overcomes Ins utnence 
and altet a littk caioling spins out 
the -.t names to a stt ingt r Mavhe ht 
did not want to ht reminded of the st 
names hut then this i imt out with a 
glowing mule ol pleasure wainiing 
his fate and ti easing hi‘ tvt Thtie 
IS a great deal to itinini' sou of 
Kashmir in Muitet lioin tm ton 
tinual eneountti with the unmistak 
ablt Kashmiii Itaiures on lace alter 
fate to tht ottasional slogan of thi 
lammii and K ishmii I itieralion 
Front daubed on thi walls Ihtst ate 
the mote mundane rtmindets The 
magic of tht vallt v htgins at tht 
point named tfiei it \ou stand in 
view of glistening peaks and tht it is 
the soft music of the wind playing 
with thv chitiai and ihi green vallev 
tolls awav as gentls as the tempera 
memt of tht Kashmiri waiting to be 
conquered by laughtei and shy lost 
But a jagged star now runs thtough 
tht body of Kashmii and mines ha ;t 
been laid across its lit art And tht 
generations which dii •urn of song 
and freedom fiom kingstogovt mots 
genet al the ge net at ions whieh lived 
111 the escalating vision of the su/i s 
imagination latlai than the nariow 
paths ol the bigot’s tunnel must 
waith helplessly as tht poison slow 
ly slow Iv hardens the veins 
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■ am willing this at I intotts, the tea 
and tuck shop which mtasuies its 
age in eras—pre and post British It 
was at I intotts that the Lmionist 
Prime Minister of undivided Punjab 
eourtf d arrest in ptotest against Indi 
ans and dogs being admitted on the 
premises the dogs ate still kept out 
aeeoi ding to reliable sources Murree 
IS an exet llent txamplt of the fact 
that once the Binish got an idea 
about anything they immediatelv 
shilitd their limited resouiees of 
imagination toothei quarttrs Some 
oni designed tht first hill station 
and then they copied it tvcrywheie 
tiom east to west to north to south 
I he Mall was laid and then the 
need ol th* tommunirv wtie served 
albeit undei mildlv difteiing names 
1 intotts instead of Keventets but 
the same windowpants and the same 
iitamv meIting takes made just the 
wav tht memsahib ordered Cecil 
Hotel Ihe Holv frinitv Church 
I adv Roheits House They could be 
in Simla or Darjeeling or Mussoone 
Of course theie is the change 
wiought by time The Mall is now 
called Jinnah Road Beside Lintotts 
Sam equipped with Krypton Video 
Games makes a bid lor business 
quite unable oi urtwi'ling to hide the 
upstart in him lintotts steadfastly 
refuses to allow the spurious into its 
enviHinmtnt the British may have 
left Lintotts bur why should 1 intotts 
leave the British' This is the world of 
elegant cane ehaiis white walls soak 
ing sunshine iresh daiiv milk cakes 
laid out in an old polished wood and 
glass eountei starched white nap 
kins and tableelolh sboit eveigreeiis 
in latgt daik led pots and I un 


A jagged scar now runs 
through the body of 
Kashmir and mines have 
been laid across its 
heart. And the 
generations which 
dreamt of song and 
freedom from kings to 
governors- 

general... must watch 
helplessly as the poison 
slowly, slowly, hardens 
the veins. 


ehts and Dmnei> written on the 
glass panes of the dining room in 
sloping old fashioned italics Ihe 
world outside is welcome to change if 
It so desiies Lintotts has its piefei 
ences 

C ynl Radelifle s scalpel seaiehtd 
and wounded so much but one 
thing which has not been pattitioned 
as vet IS the subeontineiital commit 
ment to Bombay s einema and Hindi 
film songs The music shops ol Mur 
lee ate stocked with piiated casstt 
tfcs of I iia Mangeshkai Mohammad 
Rdfi Mukesh and a host of less 
dtSLiving names The hits of iqST 
ate alrtadv doing good bi sines and 
populai music piogramme on Siina 
gar ladio of couist ha v in enthu 
siasiie audience I could ihtteloie 
haidlv lesist the temptation of 
cheeking (not oiilv in Muiiee but in 
Karachi ind Islamabad anu lahoie 
as well)as to who would havt won it 
Amitdbh Bdchehan bad lonti steel 
HN Bdhuguna in tie National 
Assembly elections ot Pakistan Vou 
are right Amitabh would hive won 
in Pakistan too 

I ndian filmstdis of eouise haye an 
audience in Pakistan which its 
politicians might envv And it seems 
that relations between the filmstars 
and our western neighbour aie pio 
ceeding at a faster pate than those 
between Delhi and Islamabad One 
reeent headline in a Kaiathi evening 
paper Srai leported that Salma 
Agha IS going to play Nusiat Bhutto 
in a television film about the Bhut 
tos—with, ineidentally, Jack Niehol 
son as Zulfiqai Ah Bhutto 1 lan’t 
vouch for the accuracy of the story, 
but I can vouch tor the imaginative 
strength of the idea Only tlu ex 
traordinary capabilities of Jack 
Nicholson (from One tlcii o\tt the 
cuckoo's nest to The Postman) could 
even begin to hope to poitiay Bhutto 
And we should be thankful that no 
one suggested Shatiughan Sinha for 
the role The idea is not as fat 
fetched as it might seem at first 
glance Our superstar from Bihar 
achieved a diplomatu coup of sorts 
when he had a long meeting not only 
with General Zia but also with his 
family And he is believed to have 
signed on for thiee Pakistani films, 
much to the angei ot the local stais 
who are not exactly crowded with 
roles Well, someone has to pick up 
the tab for Bombay Islamabad 
friendship 




rilliant IB 



Over 15000 Students 
have enrolled for Brilliant’s 
Courses in1984 — 85 

Understandable When we adopted the maxim “Every Student a VIP” 
we knew where we were headed We revel in being of service to so 
many, helping them towards a better grasp of the subjects We are 
happy when some of them make it at the exams We are overjoyed 
when several hit the Top-spots 


STUDENTS PROUD TO 
BELONG TO BRILLIANT 

Judging kom the spatp o( enquiru*s & 
rush for enrolment Bniiiant sure has a 
sppn over Iho bludonl t ommunity 
acioss the ruunlry spoil burn of yoars 
ot genuine rot,OfCl of work 

WISE PARENTS thank 
Brilliant for the 
FOUNDATION COURSE 
FOR IIT-JEE. 

There were nearly 3000 enrolments (or 
the foundation Course for III JEE tie 
Enrolment now on for foundation 
Course tor in JEE 87 

2 year ELITE COURSE 

tof loplevPl slucl<>nK lor IIT JET fl6 
atiracivd 980 sludonis ol Slandd'd XI 
They enioy ) ConUcI Piogrammes i 
On Ihe Spot tests pic Fnrolmem hu> 
begun lor Ihe 2 year Elite Couiae loi 
IIT JEE 8? 

MBBS Entrance 

II £ the same story over & over again 
Hundiedsol students Irom Brilliant gain 
entry to Medical Colleges yeai aller 
year Many ol them hil Top positions ii 
Ihe Entrance Tests BiillianI s Oueslion 
Bank lor MBBS is as popular as ever 
Sell Scorers a bnghi new leatuie intro 
duced lor 85 exams 


BRILLIANT’S 
Master-Mind Series 

•attracted ovt*r 300 studonls m the v^ ry 
(irst yedi o( our help I > MBA Entfdn(<» 
c.indiddtes Now each day bring m 
n^wss of (cili lof inlervitw lo many >1 
Brilliant s students Admission open for 
Mastei Mind Series Bb 

KARUPPANNAN 

vidiudyed tht Bt o 
Itb the uodnim )u 
opinion ol oui slu k 
that Bnllijnl A i 

Profesb3i >1 Math 

Kfiruppdnndn is uu 
boatabit sis 1 1» v her 
of the tiubjei I 

Brilliant’s operations getting 
computerised. 1 oki e| pau antli 

the ever mneabing vo*uf«u oi w uh 
Hnllidnt Id, going in Tor c cmputen , it o 

of !*.» Opefrltl III 

BRILLIANT’S 

EXPANSION 

PROGRAMMES. 

Many n*-w prE)jectb by Bfilli ml df( 
the anvil Pddh uidr moni on bt- 

made ot public dfion of >tiidonl i 1 m 1 
CBfftoi goidB books A ntw sei.lion lu*> 
been opened m Bnllmnt anm <e ai 
QBHBral Patters Road oft Mount Road 


Brilliant's Contact Programme 

Fs getting more & more popular year 
aller year Brilliant s Flying Faculty are 
doing almost a year round |Ob,hopping 
Irom city to City trying to answer the 
needs ol thousands of our students 



Brilliant proposes entry info 
IAS Main too loi be neial btudic'^ S 

.oitie uplional combinations Announrn 
menl ol Brilliant s c onciele programme!, 
loi IAS Main will loHow I'l a lew weeks 

Brilliant’s Aid for TOEFL 

Tht latt dcldnion u TOLf L coaching 
pfogfdrnmt' designed lo help ambitious 
youth dpsirpu ol pursuing hiqhei 
tdu( ilion in thf» bt ilt'S i?*!) papers have 
bt HI prt pared with a sper i jI (Optional) 
assf itf tor L istenuuj C omprehension 

“THE TIME HAS COME 
FOR INDIA TO STAND 
TALL AND PROUD, 
STRONG AND 
PROSPEROUS” 

Bniliant renews itE dedication to its 
>hcj n in bliaping n ji younq lives 



BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 


12, Mosilamani Mudali St, T Nagar, Madras 17 Ph 44209V & 443308 


EMINENCE THROUGH EXCELLENCE 







EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



Who will frame 
the 

communication 

policy? 

Parliament? That 
would only mean 
frequent changes 
in policy, with 
each change in 
the composition 
of the 

Parliament. And 
what will such a 
policy spell out? 
Will it say how 
reporting is to be 
done or what 
headline should 
go above which 
report or what 
types of views 
can be 
expressed in 
articles and in 
what manner? 


Against Controlled Media 


T he minister for information and 
broadeasting V N Gadgil’s bizarre 
theors that the police had waged war 
on the press in Ahmedabad to ‘pun 
ish’ It foi its 'Climes’ tan have only one 
explanation he is either a devout follower of 
Gocbbels or coiitiary to what his portfolio 
suggests a \eiy misinformed minister I he 
pifss, ht said in his addiess to the Indian 
Institute of Mass Communication, had given 
“distoited and onesided news” of the anti 
rtsoivaiion riots-as if that was reason 
enough foi *he police attacks on newspaper 
offices, rtpoiif>is and photographers And it 
is strange that i.t had not uttered a word of 
regret much less condemnation, about how 
the polite and then hired goondas had 
I itinsacked the office of the state s leading 
dailv Cuitiidt ^arnachai 
I 01 the ministei s iniorination when the 
(,uididt Saniai/idi building was set on fire 
, bv the police, the chief editor’s wife and 
' cluldicn wi'rc inside and had to be tescued 
' bv the fue brigade And the printing press 
I would have piobably escaped total destruc 
I lion It ihc fin brigade had not been 
. ihicau nc d and told not to put out the fire 
[he hostility of the state chief minister, 
Madhivsinh Solauki, to (.’u/araf Santachar 
I dales i/.e k to the days when the papei had 
lanipaigiu rl against the constiuction of 
anothei tachuia in Ahmedabad Ihc two 
' pc I‘oils behind the project wcie Solanki s 
till nds Murgesh and his wife, who wcir 
I sub.equintlv detained lor allegedly trying 
to ,muggu lakhs of rupees woith of toieigii 
ixcliangc oul of the countiy The chief 
’ iniiiistei then stopped giving goveinmcni 
idi (ifisemcnts to the paper 
1 wish t.adgil had been slightlv obiective 
in his dssessmt nl of the conduct of the press 
In fait Soldiiki would like everyone to 
believe that the piess is responsible foi what 
happened in Ahmedabad He probably has 
the same alibi foi the iioniig in Baioda, 
Surat and othei parts of Gujaiat Could the 
similaritv in the pioiiounccments of Gadgil 
and Solanki be due to the fact that they both 
belong to the same patty’ Even more omi 
nous is (.adgil’s statement that ihe pies^ 
elecironit media and communicauis should 
play their “assigned role” within the para 
meteis ol a comprehensive national coin 
mumcation policy What a demociacy needs 
IS a hee pn ss and it the pi ’ss is to have an 
“assigned r ile ’ it cannot be fice 

Gadgil’s statement idiscs several ques 
tion' Who will tramt‘ the lonimuniiaticin 
policy’ Parliament’ That would only mean 
fiequent changes in policy, with each 
change in the composition of Parliament If 
the majority in the next Parliament is of a 
different hue, it might well frame another 
policy or abandon the idea altogether And 
what will such a policy spell out’ Will it lay 
how reporting is to be done or what headline 


should go above which report or what types 
of views can be expressed m articles and iii 
what manner’ 

Gadgil says, "Many of our journalists 
consider it smart to indicate the populai 
western definition of bad news and ate 
bored by lonsliuctive and development acti 
vities ” This is significani, it mcan^ that 
Gadgil’s policy will say that a press nuie 
issued by a government department on ‘de 
velopment activitie > is a must for new-.pap 
ers and jouinals Naturally, if a papci weic 
to challenge what is claimed in ihat press 
note or decides not lo publish ii because it 
appears to give a false pictuie it would be 
betraying its 'bias against development acti 
vines and so would be liable to be j luished 

We seem to bo going back u I ii day. 
when Mis Gandhi said that those who did 
not have a 'toinmitmeni’ wcie acting 
against the iinerests of the countiy hoiiu‘ 
jouinalists weie then desciibed as ‘piugtcs 
sive’ because they were pro government 

Gadgil’s aigumeni that the opposition 
which some papeis try to repicscnt is 
answeiable to the peopli oiici in lot stais 
while the pit ss is not also shovi hi u 
minnfoimcd ht is The last is tl it u rt’ 
paper is answoiabk to the people i . i. in'' 
its leadeii can st.ip b’lvmg it d tic, i, d 
that the ncv,f piv'r. in ii i' -ongei.. i i 
ccieed n no oliable A i «aci h. i yai i , 
ot new papc.s to' hoc” tio n , > u su.i wc i 1 
his sul>iciipti.^n to a ii rts,)..p,.i < i, one 
while he ha. no power tj 1 etfili ilu per m he 
voted to I'aihainent iiniil the na iiibi i 
five year leim ha' ended 

Tiue some jouinalists do nnsust the tree 
dom of the pi css but the cneiwhtlmiiif 
majorits of ihetn do not Iht India.i piess i, 
by and large lesponsiblt and iiftiioi to 
none The Piess Couneii i. tin it lo pidpt 
any act of omission oi eonnni.sioi. b\ new. 
jiape I s and leiui nahsts 1 he disadvantages of 
putting the pifcss in a straitjaeket aic fat 
mote than the advantages that C.adgil anti 
his ilk see In a demociacy the pres*^ has an 
important lole to play and the entue edif.te 
wnll crumble ii the freedom of the pie, i„ n 
anyway ic.uitied In fact, there is a ea .e to. 
fleeing Aka'-hvani and Doeuaaishao r...ia 
the control of the government Not oiil, oo 
the electronic media piopagaic the luling 
pai ty’s point of vie w, ihev also tail to repoi t 
what is happening in the couniiv Fake the 
happening, in < i.iaiai both AIK and Door 
dar.hdki nave failed to iiifoim the people 
toilet ily I ht goveinment may toel satisfied 
that thi 1 ' ' eonsti uctive and positive 

approach’ is in the inteiest of the tounlry 
But tiedibihtv has been the biggest casual 
ty And whatever Gadgil might say, the piess 
inspires iai more confidence among the 
people than he and all the government 
channels of information and propaganda put 
together 
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_Motivated Sland^_ 

T his has icftrtnct to Balraj 
Madhok s kttei in itsponsc to 
M I Akbai s diticle Ihe bpteadmg 
Kt<<an tOpinton 28 April--4 May) It 
IS cds\ to fathom what prompted Mr 
Madhok to vent his spleen on M J 
I Akbai I 01 c ivilised Indians like Mi 
I Akbar cannot be bullied or black 
) mailed into subserving his gruesome 
I theory expiessed in his book written 
I two years ago, that ‘ India is a Hindu 
I Rdshtid ” and that “only those who 
I have sold their souls toi Muslim 
votes lot temporary personal and 
paitisari gains can shut then eyes to 
the lasting gains and advantages of 
accepting the reality of India being a 
Hindu countiy ’ It is time society 
tsoke up to the lact that the lunatic 
. fringe of Indian politics to which Mr 
I Madhok belongs is spreading rathei 
al nmingly 

Bhold Lhdtteiiee Cdhutta 


I Brilliant Expose 

I coitgiatulatc SiNi)\s loi tin bill 
hint cx])osinc of the muik\ land 
deal olthewifc md onot the Chit! 
Uisiict of ludii ^ \ Chaudtailuid 
(Tin I (iititiDoiii Plot 21 > Apiil) 

Ihis is be no me in m isolated 
Mist iuet ot se It aggi iiidisi me tit Mi 
C liuiili letiuei u is one it the btiiefi 
eiUKstt AR Xntul.iv tai(.esst u 
till Baekbis Reelaiiiuion Sclu me 
I B( mliu iiKl iiuin uc ritl\ \\ is the 
I uc)iiiiii ol I Maiuti cai tioni thi 
ni milt letiiie I s discle lioiiai \ qiuil i 
It lilt ttiv toiiiu nil ol iiisliee gtls 
p lUiled I I not idli to tsptii 
r pi till III IMS deiiiociaiv i pidgi 
' Kill lot iK h pi 11 1 lets veould h u t 
hi ( ti M 1 d III ipiit Inn It IS I tubule 
I 111 111 i(.rianimit\ tli it Vli (.ban 
ill 11 hud Mill be illovicd to supi i 
itiiiu itt lion lui ibis in lutu this 

St 11 

[ft Si St III Hhttirnl) 


Love and Sex 

r /t ( 'iisti/it/ Pi\ toil 1)1 R idb I 
md kit'.iiin (21 27 Apiil) ilhi 
iiiinate d tilt philosophit tunii poi 
»t iiul iht pi line il isptt ts tit St Mial 
11 1 hi It h I h IS t e \plodt d 

11 1 III 111 p Sell ill g il It ai s Old 

In III 1 mtl III ill I s and si s 
Is Mil II I It It 1 S III lint R iilh 1 s 
11 ill SI St lie mint is iliseni in mod 
III lost Is Uinmiig the lit ail <f 
tun nil lists vsitt is ihi gicatest 
It hit s t nil 111 (it i man 
\iiii i( 1/i/r; ^)tim ijs/uiu Pitiid 



-Mjrave Concei'n 

S unday has once again played an 
impottant lole by highlighting a 
grave issue the pollution ot the 
Gaiiga (Thi Polluted Gangd honi 
ktctmiv To Heit 21—27 April) 1 
I hope the tential Ganga Author.tv 
' draws up a concrete plan of action to 
tackle the problem 
I Rdshnu t Roshdii Lull Met i ut 

• Ihc covti stoiy vsa-. exhaustive It 
IS indeed a paradox that vst misuse a 
iisei we considci sacied Unless pil 
I gums realist the giavity of the situa 
I tion the huh Ganga will soon be 
come a filthy sewti 
Pidhldd Ghosh Calcutta 

• A lot ot pains must have been 
talen to compile the lucid cover 
stoty It is a mattei of rejiet that no 
(ilanned effort was taken duung tht 
last 3's ytais to contiol tht pollution 
ol the Ganga Howevei 1 was re 
lieved to leain that the Central Gan 
ga Authority has drawn up a plan of 
action Tht State Pollution Control 
Boaid IS also doing a commendable 
job in this field But then efforts will 
I not be of much help unless the peo 
I pit realise how important it is to 
keep the Ganga clean 
‘shtdiridl Guptd Buidwdit 

• Whalcvn steps the giAciimient 
might lake to cleati up the Ganges it 
I will never cease to get polluted un 
less and until the hundieds of 
thousands of pilgiims stop misusing 
the rivei Mortovei, it is widely be 
lieved that corpses thiown into the 


river swim to heaven It is a shame 
less practice and unless this is stop 
ped by law, the sacred Ganga will 
continue to get polluted 
K Chidanand Kumar, Bangalore 

• It IS a pity that the most sacred of 
the Indian rivers is also the most 
polluted But It was heartening to 
leatn that plans have been drawn up 
to meet the threat 
VN Ndtdydiidswdmv, Madras 


More on Ahmedias 


i t appeals fiom The fragedv ot 
Pakistani Ahmedias (E\clusi\e 
31 March—6 April) that Kuldip 
Nayar is not awaie of the faith of the 
Ahmedias Ahmedias are the follow 
ers of Mir/a Gholam Qadiani and 
they legard the nun Ahmedias as 
kafus Ihev do not rt*gard Hazrat 
Mohammad as the last prophet and 
they give pitfcrence to Qadian nvei 
Mecca and Medina They are not I 
Muslims they restmbk the Bahais 
I of lian 

Rirtsan Alam Calcutta i 

• rhfc Hindu leligion permit evtiy ' 
I induidiial to worship as many C,ods , 
I as ht likes Pven non believcis like I 
the cominuiiisis are re garded as Hiri | 
dus But Islam is iigid in the matter ' 
of faith The Ahmedias aie not Mus 
' lims bt cause they regaid Muza Gho 
lam Ahmed Qadiaiii as a messerigti 
I of (jod Moieovei the Kalima ol the 
Muslims quoted by Kuidip Nayai is 
wiong It IS la I Idha Ulaallaho 
Mohammadat RasooluUaht 
M Alyasa Calcutta | 

• 1 was undei the impiession that 
Kuldip Nayar was a well lead and 
well infotmed peison especially ab 
out Islam and tht Muslims But his 
wiite up on the plight of the Ahme 
dias in Pakistan disappointed me Mi 
Nayar should know that meie reeita 
non or wearing the badge of Kalima 
does not make one a Muslim A 
devout Muslim among othei things, 
believes in one God (Allah), and 
accepts Mohammed as the ptophet 
Anyone with even a rudimentary 
knowledge of Mirza Gholam Ahmed 
and the Ahmedias is aware that the 
Ahmedias do not believe that 
Piophet Mohammed is the last mes 
sengei of God on eatth They also 
considei Muza Gholam as a piophet 
Henct Ahmedias aic not Muslims 
They have no light to call then place 
ol woi ship a mosque St ndav should 
stop publishing such ill researched 
pieces which is bound to cause contu 
Sion in the minds of the Muslims 
Md Shahid Bangalore 
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T he Unholy Nex us 


■ admire the courage displayed by 
StNDAY and Sankarshan lhakur m 
exposing the murky side ot Indian 
politics (The Undetwoild ot Indian 
Politu’>, 9 March) It vs as indeed 
disturbing to know that criminals 
lepieseiii us in Pailiament One won 
dels how politicians talk of democra 
cy when muscle power seems to be 
the lule of the day A detei mined 
and courageous step is needed to 
cleanse politit s Onlv then can one 
talk of moialitv in public lilc 
Benu Guptd Batpthdt 

• It was evident from the mvestiga 
tivc ttport that most social crimes 
an lommitti cl with the active conni 
vanct ot the politicians in powci 
\ ai.idaiaians and Bakinas arc pro 
tccicd In the police and the politi 
Clans 

I k ld\didm Ba/iga/on 

^ • It 1, an open stent that a lot ol 
black monev is spirit dining tlec 
I tions lioth In the mling <nid the 
opposition paities It r also a tiuth 
I that poll!let on patiomse ciiminals 
to n itiaiii III powei and win c Itc tions 
He me one should not hi surpiiscd 
at Han Mastitis n "’lark /’o/tfics 


T he issue devoted to advertising 
was informative (198‘> The Year 
of the AtP 14—20 April) However I 
I would like to comment on the article 
I Dootddrshan\ Monev spinners As 
I far as TV programme' art ton 
ceriied, I feel that a nurnbi r of manu 
facturers aie unnecessarilv exhaust 
ing their funds by investing in lack 
' lustre programmes produced and 
conceived by Doordarshan 1 he num 
ber of pnvately sponsored progiam 
mes being limited, the manufactui 
ers in a bid to cash in on the adver 
iisement boom have, peihaps, de 
cided to sponsor Dooi darshan’s prog 
rammes Bv doing this the producers 
have taken big risks since the quality 
of a piogramme has a ma|or role to 
play in atti acting the attention of the 
I buyer If Doordarshan cannot allot 
more time for privately produced 
programmes it should improve the 
quality of its own programmes e*pe 
ciallv when so much monev of the 
sponsors is at stake 
Vwod Kumar Nayak, Cannanort 

• The report on Hindi TV serials 
made interesting reading Only nil 
recently were we dependent on the 
foreign serials for entertainment 
But the well produced Hindi sern s 
have successfully tc'plat*“d *’em and 


Mem Sdh Choi Hdin 'He at least has 
the courage to admit the truth 
K Vdtdddtdjdn, Bangdloie 

• Si NDAV did a gieat service to the 
nation bv exposing then miinals who 
paiade aicmiid in the gaib of politi 
Clans I was shocked to tead that a 
numbet of persons with criminal le 
cords contested and won in the le 
cent pailiamentarv c'lections 

BG Mdhdpdtij, Rouikeld 

• St NOAV should stop publishing in 
tervoews of persons like Hap Mastan 
who had ihi audacitv of criticising 
not onlv the Prime Mimstei but also 
Mahatma (lanclhi The interview 
smacked ot lommunalism 
Ssnthid CdiidJJho Ndulim ((jiid) 

• The iritiiview with Hap Mastan 
was piovocative Most of the shairs 
iccited bv Mastan dining the ton 
veisation weie thoioiighlv comniuri 
al It should have bei n edited lictorc 
publication 

Anik Mitid I'mt BLiir 

• I (Pd not .ipprcciatc Hap Mastan s 
pictuit on the cinei Anti social i It 
nients should not hi made heroes 

k L H Pidhhu I'dopi 


some like H'imJog is even moie popu 
lai than Lucy oi Sorry 
Prabodh Govmd, New Delhi 

• The ‘homemade’ TV setials art 
more popular than the BBC serials 
because thev deal with typical Indian 
situations The Indian viewt r ismoie 
at home with 1 allu than Lutv 
MH Rama Bhubanesyiai 

• The advertisement boom has in 
vaded Doordarshan much to the de 
light of the viewers But most of the 
sponsors arc onlv interested in pro 
viding cheap huinoui rather than 
producing something scricius I would 
propose sponsi red programmes on 
folk dances m oui cultural herit 
age Such programmes will also tn 
courage national integration 
Chamanldl Agaivial, Sonepur 

• The ’Pterview with Manohai 
Shyam J>)shi, the creator of Humlog, 
made absorbing reading {‘Humlog is 
Meant for the Common Man') But 
most of his answers to Madhu Jain’s 
questions were evasive The negative 
point about Humlog is that many of 
our youths ate aspiring to become 
Lallus a youth who faces the chal 
lenge* of life with stupidity 

/ C Khulht, Vtvv Pe'hi 


Mature Dialogue 

M ost of the interviews of Ptesi 
dent Ltshad to foieign news 
papers and peiiodicals are lepio 
diiced in Bangladesh’s newspapers in 
an edited form exception was 
when (lenetal I rsliad spoke to M J 
Akbai ('/ VTarif to / ove I veivbody’, 
7-11 April) I thank St mias for the 
bnlliant inn i view and the Bang 
latlesh govt i nment for allowing us to 
lead It in vin uneditid form 
Moi'ir Hussain Dhaka 

* President Frsh.id’s answers to most 
ot M 1 Akbar’s questions weie eva 
sive I he inteiview was exhaustive 
but not tnlighteiiing 
M S Hoque I hittdgong 

• In an otherwise matu i inteiview I 
was suipnscd to lin I i question 
relating to funding ot , lineal pai 
tie, m Dhaka bv India I hi ciuestion 
wa not onlv embaiiassing but de 
tiiniental to the good nughboiiilv 
ii I itions between the two countiies 
IIS R inganatha Mandya 


Brutal Force 

T hen was nothing unusual about 
the news leport, Rape in Polne 
(.nstodv (14—21) April) Such inci 
dents aie taking place almost every 
da\ but they go uiitcported The 
chasm between the common people 
and the police is increasing and we 
no longer look upon the police as out 
protec tors 

Kainkeswdi Belli ta keon/har 

• The report was an eve openei In 
m\ view the senioi offiiers are le 
sponsible lor coriuptirip the juniors 
Anima Mallack, Nagaon 


Misquoted 

I am nonplussed by some of the 
comments ascribed to me in the 
interview by Sankaishan Thakur 
I (‘ft Business Booms, So Does Adver 
rising,' 14—20 April) A few minor 
misquotes apart, 1 certainly did not 
provide the impossible infotmation 
that Alyque Padamsee is the 
“father of Hindustan Lever ’’ or that 
.Lintas IS the house agency of Hin 
dustan Lever After 20 years with 
the company and given mv level of 
responstbiluv and information 
within It, you will appreciate that 1 
am hardly likely to make state 
ments about n that are absurd and 
untrue 

Stanley Pinto, Ditecrot Lintas 

I (' did 


Our Popular TV Serials 


urrrr 



M J. AKBAR reports from Pakistan 


i r tdki s d'long rhe\ sc*v ’^ia\el ou''foim ot knowledge According to I l’r)[nil iti m n pitst rit-. powei If 
fri ir Orangi to 1< a’r- ^ t on^t thi tabu'ations. of 1981 the popula ' imp huts md pt ^.llllal’c^ piotoke 

lofk t( gel heu fn ir Dhaka non of Pakiitan’i) richest most cosm bit'n angti it i bti m ► tht figures 

’'hat senteiite hlaod ai d mildlv opolitanandmoot volatile cit\ was '> 1 niiasuit ou hope ami influence 

in tci mate a’one It'el i’tiuateand | million Nobody belietes this A fi Kau hi n tin prtinut cits of Sind 

pt'gnan'at another ct>n'ain‘a world I giue aiound seven million is moit I but \ou can’t tind mam Sindhis in 

o1 definition' about ou’" oar'-it'oned i credible but of course no one can bt 1 this icc iiiiiig poi t mi impohs whii h is 
ind rcpaititioned sibcni’i.crt I suit The truth is difficult to tact its ' tlit nation s i lononni biain u d in 
Kaiacbi Thtiv.n us tswcinlndia I consequences c luld go be>ond con du.tiial hi ait Ivin tiMiiiv p i ut 
know on'v loo will can be a danger trol too lnj.li in cstiniatt 'iii the Suioiti 

_ ___ _ population ot Kai ichi Not does ihi 

' * ' Sindlii lonipt.I sate till inibalauteol 

popiil III mil t iKinunanr contiol 
mu ih( cir\ vical'l Both the 
stieiigl'i ot iMiinbtis and thi coiifi 
dtiici ot linaiiii iic with outsidi is 
and as toi tin thud'■nit in thi powii 
triangle ihtgmiinminr tin Sindhi 
has lout hteii .ilitnaud ftom tht 
militaiv butt lUciam nexus which 
has doniinatcil Pakistiii foi so inanv 
veais of Its CM'tt rii i 

I In fait cienthi Path ins whohaii 
I spilled moss tioni tht niountainuus 
wtsttin boidiis ot Sind are more 
powcilul 111 kaiachi than the Sin 
dhis Lsiimatid now at about a nu) 
lion strong thtv hast a complete 
stt angle hold ovi i tht tianspoit svs 
tern Ihtv tan immobilise Karachi 
the (lav thev want to nothing moves 
without then consent And now they 
have been hohttitd bv the refugees, 
an uncounted numbei of the ^ 5 
million Afghans seeking tefuge in 
Pakistan have slipped into Karachi 
And bi ought with them a new ele 
ment in the equation—sophisticated 
weapons 

But it Karachi is dominated by any 
one gioup, It IS the immigrants from 
the noifhein heartland of India, the 
Urdu speakers Thev are now de 
scribed bv two labels The first, and 
the major section aie the muhajirs 
those who crossed over in the wake 
of partition from the cities and vil 
Women queue up tu cast their vote In the rcferemlumat lUwalpiiuU lages ot north India They were an 
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^gressive and progressive element 
in the early days of Pakistan, quickly 
filling the gaps in trade, bureaucracy 
and social services like health and 
education left behind by the depart¬ 
ing Hindus. In fact, in the early days 
of Jinnah and Liaquat Ali Khan the 
muha/i'rs were considered the virtual 
rulers of Pakistan. Time and the 
arrival of martial law eroded their 
sway as political power slipped gra¬ 
dually into the hands of Punjab, 
where of course it has now become 
firmly entrenched. From the very 
beginning, the Urdu speaking mig¬ 
rants were kept out of west Punjab, 
which was reserved largely for the 
brethren from east Punjab. Sind was 
given the burden of housing the 
Urdu-speakers. No Sindhi was 
allowed any share in the evacuee 
property in Sind, which was handed 
out to the muhajirs. This is only one 
of the resentments which are boiling 
over now, a generation later. 

And then, in the 1970s, came the 
second migration—of those who 
could not reconcile Themselves to 
Bangladesh. They have been christ¬ 
ened Biharis. Once again there are 
no exact figures of how many Biharis 
have settled in Sind, but if there 
were a million and-a-half Biharis in 
east Pakistan at least a million must 
have come west by now. There was a 
qualitative change in the character 
of the first and second migrations. 
For the first group, Pakistan was a 
dream; the second had to force their 
way into the country. The Biharis 
were the great unwanted: they were 
called scum in Bangladesh and 
pariahs m Pakistan. The nation they 
had sought to preserve in 1970 and 
1971 now turned its back on them, 
unwilling to pay the price of its 
published ideology. After 1971, the 
Biharis had no illusions left. The civil 
wars of the 1940s had driven them 



The Indian hflacken await trial in Lahore 

from their birthplace; the civil war of 
1971 uprooted them from their 
adopted Dhaka. And now, instead of 
compassion and welcome, they .suf¬ 
fered injury and in,sult. People who 
are trapped in a blind alley develop 
their own, distinct characteristics. 
The Biharis had nowhere else to go. 
This is where they would have to 
make their last stand And on their 
own terms, the terms of a community 
which had decided that it would not 
be defeated again. They brought 
with them what one observei called 
the ethos of East Pakistan, an unwil¬ 
lingness to accept an arbitrary status 
quo, the tension of a community 
which had been thrice displaced in 


'''' 


one lifetime : the determination of a 
survivor who had watched in pain his 
home being set to torch. And they 
had also learnt that sometimes sur¬ 
vival depends not only on faith and 
grit, but also on the ability to make a 
good Molotov cocktail. 

With each immigration, Karachi’s 
demographic map bad changed. In 
Pakistan, political power has often 
been determined by street power. In 
the old days, it was only the Sindhi 
and Baluch workers living in the 
slums of Lyaris who could be counted 
on to mobilise for political action. 
Gradually, new centres of power 
grew up. There came Lalukhet and 
Golimar (now christened Liaquata- 
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Ab BMHifioycd youth rashes with Ms appUcathm towards the ear of Prtaw Mlaister Jun^o la Karachi 
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bad and Gulbahar) as theunderpri- 
vileged among the Urdu speakers 
massed into Karathi to hnd hveh 
hood It was I alukhet which could, 
on any da\, put 10,000 people on the 
streets, it was Lalukhet which fust 
stood up against Field Marshal Ayub 
Khan And after 1971, Karachi wit 
nessed the creation of Bihari 
strength Oiangi Tins became the 
thud nerve of Karachi And if 
Lalukhet was bigger than Lvari, then 
Oiangi was bigger than Lalukhet 
The sea cuts oft Karachi to the 
south, but theie is onl> a desert and a 
huiizon to the north the city can 
stietch as fai as it likes in that 
direction At the foot of the bald, 
ticckss hills which build up into the 
Kiithar tange which sepaiates Sind 
fiom Baluchistan, the new township 
of Orangi has taken shape “Apni 
maddd aap karo, hukoomat kuch 
ndhin kaiegi (Help vouiself the gov 
einmerit will do nothing) ” That was 
the motto which created Orangi The 
administration was coriupt and in 
diffeient at worst, tool at best 
Drains and sanitation tame thanks 
laigelv to local initiative and help 
from social workers toi each favour 
from I hi municipal authorities, 
babes had to be paid And then theie 



Prime Minister Mohammad Khan JuneJo 


was the insult Without emplos j 
ment or ofter, the Biharis depended 
for their Inelihood on crafts like 
sewing, turning out shirts and Am fas 
at subsistence rates And a few of 
< ourse, banked on the oldest proles 
sion in the woild The cvtiical young 
did not have much use lor the gieat 
rhetoric of religion and nationalism 
not after the wav tho had suffered 


during the collapse of the last great 
idea, Pakistan They wanted to sur 
vive, to prosper, to live with pride 
And they weie eager to answer the 
taunts they had had to live through 
foi so long—when all that the 
Kaiachite wanted from Orangi was 
either a kurtd for ten rupees or a girl 
foi fifty 

T he traffic of Karachi is notorious 
from Orangi to the heart of the 
city could take houis, which is why 
the Biharis |oke that they have not 
come any nearer Karachi despite 
their migration from Dhaka The 
pressuie ot population would have 
been sufficient to choke the streets 
in an 5 case, but the driteis seem to 
be out on a strangling mission 
Kaiachi counts its wounded tiom 
traffic accidents in hundreds—e\erv 
month It IS not as if the Pathan 
driveis want to live up to some 
bloodthirsty ideal or th it they ate 
gieedv capitalists who 'wat pedes 
tnaiis Ilk* flics in then race foi 
profit ilitv have their problems too 
I he bus* s aic owned by saitfa/s who 
demand a high return from the dn\ 
cr and the conductoi who hat* to 
first m* et the flat daily rate and ths.i 
can share a percentage of the ovei 
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flow. The system is not oriented 
towards safe roads, particularly since 
the police are on the side of the bus 
owners, sharing the sense of power 
over the city and dividing the loot. 
The problem has now escalated to 
the point where one of the first 
decisions made by the new “party¬ 
less” chief minister of Sind, Syed 
Ghous Ali Shah, was to order strict 
enforcement of traffic laws and au¬ 
thorise a new action plan on traffic 
management. 

The worst culprit, typically, is the 
mini bus. This is not an ordinary two 
colour bus; it is richly caparisoned, 
as if it was a war horse leaving for 
battle rather than a vehicle for the 
more mundane business of ferrying 
people. On 15 April, at the Nazima- 
bad Chowranghi near the Sir Syed 
Girls College, in a predominantly 
muhajir area, a mini bus driven by 
^ Jan Mohammad ignored the traffic 
lights and ploughed into a group of 
college girls, killing Bushra Zaidi, 
severely injuring her sister Najma 
Zaidi (she was stili in Abbassi 
Shaheed hospital a fortnight later) 
and hurting three more girls. So 
confident are they that a bribe, if not 
a wink, will ease matters that 
Karachi’s bus drivers are not particu¬ 
larly bothered about accidents. But 
on 15 April, they were taught a 
lesson. 

Bushra Zaidi was the fifteenth girl 
from Sir Syed College to have been 
killed by rash bus drivers. It was the 
last straw. The students erupted 
They blocked the roads, and burnt 
every private bus in sight. The police 
came down heavily on them, hut the 
incident set off a fuse causing multi¬ 
ple fires across the city, as the riot 
turned into a communal battle be¬ 
ll tween the Biharis and the Pathans. 
Lalukhet rose, and the Pathan- 
dominated police killed people in 
firing. Pathan gangs now began re¬ 
taliating against Biharis and their 
institutions. And then they laid siege 
to Orangi. 

Orangi is ringed by Pathan settle¬ 
ments. While the Biharis live in the 
bowl in the centre, the Pathans 
occupy the hillsides with which they 
are traditionally familiar. Of course 
this is not a hard and fast rule; many 
localities have mixed populations, as 
for instance Banaras Chowk (so 
named because it was started by 
weavers from Banaras; the power of 
sentiment can stretch from the 
Ganges to the Indus). It was at this 
chowk that a confrontation took 
place v'ben Pathans began attacking 
Bihari.. getting off from buses 
Biikha.r; Colony and Sector L of Oran¬ 
gi weiL attacked by Pathans. A full 
^ scale communal war had begun in a 

SUNDA1 'l-i! aO, 



Police beat up anti-government demonstrators in Sind 


country which had been created in 
the presumption that there would be 
no more communal riots, now that 
Allah's followers had been provided 
with their separate geography. 

Telephones are not the only way in 
which people communicate informa¬ 
tion. There are few telephones in 
Orangi, bur there are poles. Biharis 
sent their signals by clanging on 
these poles; the sound was the alert 
call. And in Sector 1. they did not 
surrender. Not only did they confront 
the better-armed Pathans, but by the 
17th they had turned the tables. 
What helped them do that was their 
secret weapon: the kofta, an acid 
based homemade bomb. And of 
course there was the familiar Molo¬ 
tov cocktail. It was now the turn of 
the Pathans to ftf"! threatened. It 
took three days before the army and 
paramilitary forces forced an uneasy 
calm on Orangi 

HY his IS the beginning of the 
I end,’’ said the man who had 
spent a long life in community ser¬ 
vice with the Biharis. He was 75, but 
still very alert and very active. He 
had seen partition, then worked in 
east Pakistan before coming west 
after the r>eatirir. of Bangladesh. 
Perhaps his depros.sion deepened his 
pessimism: nations neither begin nor 
end without tremendous upheavals. 
But he had hi' thesis. Islam was not 


sufficient to glue together a nation, 
he now believed. One God, one 
Prophet—yes; always yes. But when 
were all Muslims ever one nation 
after the passing away of the 
Prophet? Nor would the army be able 
to hold It all together. “The real 
beginning was in 1965, when the war 
exposed the hollowness of the Pakis¬ 
tan army 1971 resulted because the 
Bengalis realised that the army was a 
paper tiger. Now the third round has 
begun!” 

Was he reading too much into an 
incident of social strife which is 
common enough on the subconti¬ 
nent? Is the communal divide in 
Karachi an example of just big city 
mania, or is it symptomatic of a 
process stretching all over South 
Pakistan’. Tlie strains on Pakistan's 
unity ha.^ existed for some time 
now, but is the evolving political 
structure helping to heal the fis.sures 
or deepen them? To the west and 
north of Karachi lie the answers: in 
Baluchistan and in the villages of 
Sind. Both have revolted in the 
past—Baluchistan in 1974 and Sind 
in 1983. In 1983 Pakistan shivered as 
the earthquake threatened its roots. 
What is the mood of m 1‘^R5? 

Next Week: 

A Voice On The Indus 
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‘Halwas and mititais 
make a lot of us in 
Pakistan and India 
join hands together' 


M.J. Akbar interviews President Zia-ul Haq 

f c was during dinner, after the interview, that, accidentally, in President Mohammad Zia ul 
Haq we saw a rare side of his personality He has a daughter who is ill Anxious for her 
father’s attention before going to sleep, she came and disturbed him at the table With great , 
love, patience and sympathy, the doting father persuaded the daughter to go to bed on hei | 
own And then, his attention back to the dining table conversation, he once again became the i 
President who has to survive in a mare of contradictions—manv of which arc his own ^ 
creation | 

General Zia treads on thin ice This may not he apparent immediately, since the (rcieral | 
has shown that personal charm and political dexterity can be a devastating combinat on It 
IS, indeed, with some amarement that the wotld has watched that thin, slippery ice hold op 
despite the constant tramp of the militarc boot But theie is awareness among the ruling . 
elite of Pakistan that things have gone too well lor too long Like good military strategists, | 
after hating successfully engaged and outmanoeuvred the enemy toi eight years they have | 
prepared the escape route The problem was a ditficuU one The army had to be sent to the . 
background, but nitli the strings still in its hand, and ciyilians had to be brought to I 
centiestage vnthout letting the hens of Zulfiqai Ah Bhutto take charge I 

The solution it you can’t heat the system, chancte it Since the political paities yvhich had 
been opposing military rule and in particular the Pakistan People's Party, iseie likely to viin 
any election, hold an election yyitbout them General Zia fust organised a referendum to 
ensure his oyyii future lor five years I hough the President denies it, iliete is enough 
eyidenit to shoyy that Che vote in the leferetidiim yyas less than fan Still, the facade was 
created fins was followed by ‘'pattyless" elections to the National Assembly where the 
turnout Mas hettei—and consequently disastious for some of the President’s most trusted 
mniisteis yyJio were hadlv defeated But still, an Assembly had been voted in However, ecen 
this ‘paityless" Assembly handed the Piesident a rebuff when it defeated General Zia's 
nomnu‘i for Speaker, though it did endorse the General’s choice for Prime Minister, 
Mohammad Khan Junejo, a Sindhi But the moot question is can President Zia get away 
with this liybiid foim of demociacy^ Can this ‘paityless" system survive the inevitable 
pressures par ticulai Iv if martial law goes (as has been piomiscd by both the President and 
the neyy Prime Minister)^ President Zia discussed these and other issues in a long interview 
yyith IM J 4kbar at Aimv House, Rayyalpindi, where he Ines 


President, in the first week of 
K ^muly It yyill be eight years since you 
^t^Kook oyer power In 1977, nobody 
^■^L^ai'e I oil even eight months To 
M/iaf TO you attribute this lathet long spell 
in poyytr^ 

A tsboit spell in power (laughs) J must 
confess that even I am surprised I will be 
verv flank with you 1 think it is piimaiily 
due to Ciod and 1 hope you believe in Him 
And after God, it is the sincetity of my 
colleagues the effoits of my compatriots 
and the confidence of the people of Pakis 
tan You can’t fool eight and a half million 
people foi eight long yeais 
Q As Abraham Lincoln said How much 


yyould you thank the armvfoi your survivaP 
A I-oi everything the stability, back up 
suppoii, raw hands, expertise, technical 
assistance, legal assistance all the time 
Q Plus, of course, the infrastructuie with 
which to control the opposition 
A No, that is not the lob of the aimy That 
we did thiough whatcvei we picked up in 
political ability as to how the opposition 
should be conn oiled it is a political process, 
not through the army’s hands 

0 How much of your support came fiom 
the US-> 

A Er It doesn’t look nice saying this, 
but as much as the Soviet support came to 
India (laughs) 
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Q There is this theory that after the 
Soviet iinjsion of Afghanistan your position 
»v IS strengthened immensely and that gave 
vou the momentum for the next five years 
A I he •• uuation in Afghanistan has contri 
h'Tpc* *hpi-p IE no doubt about this It has not 
^''tnbi'ted to my prestige, or the stability 
of the government no But the situation in 
Afghanistan has a direct reflection on the 
'■ifuation in Pakistan Pakistan as a country 
has received far greater attention than it 
used to get prioi to 27 December 1979 As a 
result and for other good reasons, we got 
help and assistance from America in the | 
form of militarv hardware which we purch | 
ased oui se 1\ e j and in the form of economic I 
assistance for which we are gratetul to them 
and anv other political support, ha helped 
us to stand up But vou can’t sas that I 
Pakistan has been stable only becausi of 
Amcpca’s help and onl> because ot the 
Afgh»nistin situation 
Q Wci-^ the stahihtv of vonr regime viewed I 
as <> net"ssdiv component of the stahilm of I 
Pakistan by the USA'‘ I 

A I do not know (about the USA) Bu» wt 
felt that Pakistan needed stabilitv Pakistan 
needed continuity 'Vnd we thought that 
when we had not succeeded the first time 
when holding elections in 1977 and when we 
f h d igain in 1979 then wt (had to think of 
othtr options) It was a very deliberate 
dec 'Sion of the goceinmtnt that in Older to 
gne Pakistin a true place .n the Islamic 
wijtld aod molt so in the context of the 
region wt had to have continuity and stabil 
ity Ind the only way to have stabilitv and 
(ontimuts was to haic a loiigteim program 
mt of lour 01 five vtais and then see how to 
go on 4nd wt ha\e followed txactly chat 
course 

Q I hi tile \eats are ovei now, and vou 
art beginning what is i leailv a new expert 
nu nr 

4 Pot the next five veirs 
Q 'ih<ill I be iinical and ask if it is onlv a 
var' man ot the old experiment^ 

A Your asking mt will not makt the 
difference Nor will mv reply make the 
difference What will make the difteience is 
what emerges out of this expenmt nt And 
that will be visible as bright as the daylight 
Then there will neither be a conjecture on 
my part nor in assumption on voui part 
Tbit’s whit you should see 

Q foa'v oi 'o Api I wh^ IS more p wci 
* > >oi' oi Prime W nisfer Junejo^ 

\ It’s not a question of who is more 
powerful because we are not enemies 
Q No Neither iif Mr Fail Singh and Mr 
Pajii Gindhi Blit we know who is moie 



,< WL’-iul in terms ot exnnfit authontv 
A Ihen voui analysis is not '■ortect 
Becai'se you can’t have a competition going 
on between the Prime Ministc i an 1 the 
President, as to who is moie powerlu) Mhat 
you should be knowing is that under a given 
system, or a Constitution how do vou come 
about or how do you solve th* cfilf iculiies * 
We have gone through a lot of diftu ulties, 
and we feel that wt have come across a 
solution to the problem when the Prime 
Ministei and thfc President both belonging 
to the same school of thought s.une group of 
people, should live happily and should hate 
defined areas of aciivitv And that is whai 
we have been able to achieve 
Q But art you ir tht nt\i Inc leirs 
gtadually going to i ase vniitstlf out from 
direct dec ision making 
A Accotding to ih* ( onstuutioii which 
we have amended the Prime Minister is 
supposed to be the chief cxccutnt, and tiu 
chief executive’s powers 1 need not define 
The President is supposed to In the ht id of 
the state the responsibilities ot the he id of 
the state I need not define And the two 
amongst themselves should devist like we 
have done foi the last one month how to In e 
happily and goiern the lountry 

Q ]^eJI in that lasc would you adynt me 
next lime to interyiew Mi funtii-' 

A Please And ask him as many questions 
as >011 1 kf (laughs) 

Q bi ici lou" js i' 1 vfO ly ' ng 
polite, I am sure peoph in both counr ics 
would like to know a clt ar answer to tht last 
question Ihedanget ofcouise is that yow 
bweauciacv might get ciosseyed in the 
inti'regnum one evt looking ar the Pit si 


I must confess 
that even I am 
surprised (at 
having stayed in 
power for eight 
years)...i think it 
is primarily due 
to God...And 
after God, it Is 
the sincerity of 
my colleagues, 
the efforts of my 
compatriots and 
the confidence of 
the people of 
Pakistan. You 
can’t fool 
eight-and-a-half 
million people 
for eight long 
years. 


The talk of war clouds was only on 
your part. Here H was all sunshine’ 
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The judges 
(Justices Yaqub 
All and Anwar-ul 
Haq) were very 
much with 
us—as long as 
the goodies were 
there. 


df^nt’s office and the othei looking at the 
Pnme Minister's off lie 
A That IS a basit dithoinmv, a duality 
When theie is none people wdl look to the 
light direction for the nghf guidance 
P How miiih of gtiidami would ton he 

giving^ 

A Only that much toi which I have the 
discretionary poweis \s for the rest 1 am 
bound by the icKice ot the I'tiine Ministei 
Q Iniliidmg on n/itn m.iitul Ian should 
he lifttd 

A No I hat 1 ' inv pretoga'ne But eten 
there 1 have »aid 1 will ihicli by ihe idtict of 
the Pi imc Minister 1 only said it vestetday 
Q ypui opponents illegc rhir tin nimt is 
moling into iht haikgionnd hh list this 
tear is going to sec the beginning ot ihi 
economic downtinn and the piohlems in 
going to mount Pakistan is impoiting nheat 
atrei a long finn And it might hi i good 
idea to lit till III ill ins takt thi lai toi 
mam of thesi prohlems Hon do loii re 
spond to such ciitinsm^ 





Prcsictent /la with Indira liandhi 


Mr Gorbachev 
didn’t threaten 
Pakistan His 
attitude was very 
correct, very firm 
and he has a lot 
of understanding. 
He listened to 
me very patiently 
and whatever he 
had to say, he 
spoke very 
firmly 


\ I his IS 111 bad I i^tt Hi ( iiisi thi tio 
noun IS no* nunglnihc clogs I he icononn 
IS Is M'od as It \v is two tts ago ^ t s w< 
luui sonu clitficlilt 11 s And we hue gone 
thioiit.h till St ditl c ultii > loi the 1 ut n ru 
VC .Its lilt Lcoiionn IS as stiong as it w is it 
IS as ■.t ibit IS It was before In 1 ict the 
sti()ngee.t patt ol the economv ts the cotton 
Clop and iitailv 1 ? milliot bales oi cotton 
hue dlie id\ been ^l 1 ) This is thi laigcst 
baig.iiii 1 ikist in lias m idc ir> mine yens 
p Intiin ilinnal pint', ol cotton iieit 
/loiitit/ loMti this \e II 

A Acs putts wilt Iciwei this ycai but 
what difteience does that make-’ We would 
get iboul the s inie amount fvenifwthaie 
to impoit two million tonnes of wheat two 
million IS nu target we think about 1 2 or 
1 ^ million tonnes ot win at would be siiffi 
tient But eten if we hate to do thi» it is 
offset b\ the cotton sile So the economy is 
as good IS as stable The giowth this year is 
nini per 11 ip four p<>' i enr it igntiiltiite 
'' I ' > bit b\ 12 

|i ’ t o I ' ' ' I \v* L ii 'c t nc doe's 


sated by the greater generation of rtsoutces 
within the country So look at it in any way 
you like ignoring the political aspet ts of the 
protection of the economic situation, which j 
may have been done with certain intentions. | 
the actual reality is that the Pakistan econo 
mic situation has neve r been so good as it is 
toda> 

Do YOU think that the aimv can actual 
he lemoied horn tht ponct stnicturt 
in Pakistan now-' 

A In what sense ■* 

P fn the sc nsc‘ that takt Bangladt sh 
(jtntral Frshad says the ainn tannot bt 
lemoied tram the ponei stnictiiie ot Bang | 
ladesh ft has to he given some plait 
nhiteier thi new system might hi 

A Oui thinking is that the armv has no 
place in the powci strucfiiic Ihc at my has 
Its own icsponsibihtie s and the aims has no 
role in the political life othci than whet all 
tht armies in the woild hast guar mitt tht 
cxttinel boundaiies and sateguaid the 
sccuiitv of thetouniis troni intc'rnal subvt i 
Sion 

p 111 mt tliii k aloud iioiild f9H^ ste 
anotht i ntenndum nheit a re pre st nf ifii t 
ofrht linn might ii ant to sit in till pitsidtn 
ii il ih III 

A II he w lilts to lit won t sit i uigh i 
iiltriiidnm Ht will sit thiiiugh i iiutiil 
I iw 

(,/ In othi I Holds Imk to the old piai ti t 
\ If sou lit rliinkiiif. till! wu VC, 111 It 
( in Inppi n hetaiis< lliti* i uo giiiianlet 
thet thfit will bt no rnaitial law llnltss we 
itell\ like (tiiaiii mi asuits and by that 
lime iliminiit all possibilities of maiiial 
lew But you tan t sa\ that the it will be no 
lekitiidiim wlittlui I hold it a new Pi^si 
dent holds It the Piimt Minister holds it 
Bet use the ttlt lendiuni is i pint ess which 
wt have now institutionalistci in tht foim ol 
m eking it a pait ol Pakist in s leciscd Con 1 
St lint ion I 

p In till List iitiiemliim both ohstiicts i 
/loin ill om tin woild and people whowitc 
Inn dour btlicic that lou got much ot a 
loll 

A 1 h It is as white a lie as a lie i an bt ' 
white lotalK UttLi disitgaid to tilt icaliiy , 
It was a\civ siiccesstul rcfeitndum W't ait ' 
not tonteinitl what ptople outside se\ I 
P 1 am also talking ol people iiiibio 
P ikisi in 

A Within Pakistan theie is a group ol 
peoplt who do not lecognise the elections 
vu you going to trust this handful of people 
who sav that we are not e\en letognising the 
elections where the tumour has been 'if per 
tent and '>7 pei cent'' No sant man will do so, 
but they are saying they do not recognise the 
election!) What do we do’ bhall we accept 
their version, or shall we ac,.ept the t eality’ 
The lealitv of the lefciendum was that it 
was one of the most successful referendums 
that we have had, whete theie was a land 
s’ di I in my fa out) 

p May he the. tai dsi i e c led It somt 
'I ’hi doubts^ 
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“Everthou^tof 
consulting 
adoaor 
about hair loss? 


It IS reaibunng to know 
that the scientific formula oi 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitali/er has 
been tested and approved by a 
panel ol doctors 

It was found that 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitah/er 
provides ail the proteins, 

V itamins and coen/ymes 
essential foi a healthy scalp 
condition 

Read this research report 

“66.66% of the cases gave excellent 
and 33.33% gave good result with 
complete disappearance of dandruff 
and nearly cent per cent stoppage of 
hair loss... So, success rate with 
Keo-Karptn Hair Vitalizer may be 
stated to be cent per cent.” 

(Indian Medical Gazette 118 223, 
1984) 
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A No The doubts are a self creation of 
interested parties, and a few of them are 
foreign journalists, unfortunately 
Q The foreign hand^ 

A No I don’t say foreign hand But foreign 
jouinalists have their own ideas why a 
referendum should be held They think they 
know the Pakistan problem better than 
anybody else and therefore they have gone 
and seen a polling station where 10 people 
have turned out so they have detlaied that 
the whole of Pakistan (has a similar polling 
percentage) An individual who is related to 
a very important broadcasting corporation 
was having a loose tummy on that day 
Q BBC^ 

A [Laughs) And he collected figuies here 
and theie and the next morning he wrote 
accordingly It’s not tight It’s not correct 
You can go and ask anybodv in Pakistan 
what IS the toriect position what has been 
the tuinout in the lefeieiiduni, national 
elections and the people will tell you 
Q Did vuii piotest in the BBC^ 

A No I haven’t I don't believe in that 1 
India has done it 1 haven’t 


Q We belw\c in ptotestwg 
A 1 don't (laughs) 

Q Given Pakistan s expe/iente with civi 
ban govetnmenrs trom rht Fifties to Mi 
Bhutto do you think iivihaiis can ho trusted 
to provide good goi( inwent'> 

i Thev must It is thf political leadership 
oi till (ouiitrv iwhiihi bv and large must 
lomi tiam tilt t n ilian politicians It is oiilv 
laitlv that a rniliiaiv man comes up 


)es It IS t \tniaieiwhen a militatvman 
sut lives 

A Yi s It should not be taken that if Zia ul 
llaq has suivived evcivbodv < Isc vvill sui 
vive We must find out political leadeiship 
among the civilian population 

Q But the i e‘i v fit st thing almost that vou 
had to do altct the ereation of the National 
Assembh was in tact gi\t a sanetion to 
LOiniption t>\ saving that the law on e/tcfion 
exptnditiiie will hue lo he waned because 
vou don’t wantkgislatois to begin with a he 
\(m the people who halt spent rht money 
don t vou think thev are going to leeovet it 
through tonitption-' 

A No Ihis much 1 will assure that thev 
won’t And thev have spent that monc y and 
in mv opinion—I have talked to a number of 
them thos* who have honestly confirmed 
that ves, thev have spent that much of 
money—1 don’t think they are that t\pe who 
will tiy to recovei the monev because thev 
have plenty themselves 

Q But people with plenty ot money always 
like anothet f.ood investment 

A Haan (yes) But I don’t think this time 
we will let them invest in this wav In fact, 
the same is true with India But v/hat will 
happen in the future* We have given this 
task to the National Assembly—those who 
have spent this money and now realise that 
perhaps it was not the right method— please 
we will find an answer to this because this is 
not righc This is neither democracy- leave 



Air Murshal Asghar Khan (extreme right) 


alone the Islamic aspect of it—and we hope 
we will find some wav out 


Q How ‘ar tan vou trust a civilian | 
government to have the same com 
mitmtnt to Ni/am e Mustafa that vou have'> 

A Mine Becausi, aftei all they aie as i 
good Muslims that J am Intact I have drawn 
mv inspiration from some civilian scholars 
And 1 sec no leason whv the Pakistan 
civilian politicians should not be able lo 
guide the countiv arcoidiiig to Islaniu 
thought and process I 

Q \ir Matshal Asghat Khan has lust made 
a state wt nr saving that the anti Bhutto 
toices lemovtd Bhutto foi elections run to 
replace him with Nizam e Mustafa 
A But Air Marshal Khan is not a tliiough 
bled civilian (laughs) He is ex an toice 
Q 1 was met eh suggesting that he might 
lellect anothet trend in Pakistan s public 
opinion 

A No These aie a few ditliaids stubborn i 
Iigid individuals who have ttiram opinions 
And we lespecr them even toi that Aftti all ' 
whv should not a man believe that in 
I Pakistan Islamic values die nothing wt 
should have seculai values Let him sjv so 
Q Vt'hat I the philosophical hist ot tht 
I svstern that vou are living to cieaft-' 

I A ) am tivug to establish not citatt 
While I<o “'t sc that m tunning a countiv vou 
ought to liave tools vou oiiglir to have 
institutions I am also convinced ni m\ mind 
that vou can do it bettei without the so 
I c allt d political parties Paiticuldilv the pol 
j tici paiticsof the rvpc that we had and we 
have 1 am trying to see that individuals 
dedicated to tht countty who have been 
selected iiphllv fiom the elt'toiate having 
' t ome into the Assembly in a sitength ot 2T7 
I need not be giouped into live ten 2U oi one 
or TO pal ties Tliev should be able to act in 
u iison over defined subietts o\ei policiec 
and should be able to give the guidance to 
tfit countiv as a collective body lather than 


These(people 
like Air Marshal 
Asghar Khan)are 
a few diehards; 
stubborn, rigid 
individuals who 
have certain 
opinions. And we 
respect them 
even for that. 
After ail, why 
should not a man 
believe that in 
Pakistan Islamic 
valges are 
nothing; we 
shouMliave 
secular values. 
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Thi late Primt Minister receiving President iia at Palam airport for the Seventh Non-Aligned Summit in I>elhi 


I do not say that 
India hasn't got a 
democracy... You 
had a good crop 
of politicians, 
you had stability, 
you had 
continuity. You 
had an accepted 
leadership. But 
you have 
allowed the 
democracy of the 
Third World or a 
developing 

evlIyflSg is 

allowed; the 
goondaism, the 
violence... 


gioups of indivitiuals belonging to various 
schools of thought according to the princi 
pies of the political parties This is what I am 
living 

Q 5es, hut you kitoyy in the Speaker's 
eleLtum it htidme yittudUy a two putty 
contt St 

A No You have to look at the backgiound 
of the Speaker's election Because the same 
house (which) was divided over the Speak 
et’s election, was unanimous—not a ma)oi 
Its, but unantmous—over the mandate to the 
Prime Minister So vou have to see the 
teason vshv 

Q M/iv did thev split on the Speaker’ 

A lh(v split on onlv two counts One, 
pet haps in the losing contender thev saw 
something of the past which they did not 
want to be leminded of, he was in the past 
an elected upicsentative ol a nominated 
parts in the Shoot a 

This IS one leason Numbei two leason, is 
that the losei—I have great legaid loi him 
and I was veiv soirv that a man ot his 
cspctitnce and knowledge could not be 
come the SpeakiM hut 1 was living to 
aiiaivsc the leason and the second reason is 
that mavbe he has annoved a lew people 
thu 4. yhie was, which plaved an 

Acfioolmates from one school It was this 
/’lovip which It'd the so called levolt if 1 niav 
tall It so and got 190 votes It is lust one of 
those things which happens 

Q Is tlwit a p.n.dlcl in Islamii polity oi 
Isluinu hision lot such a systenp 


A No Unfonunatth we have no pic i 
dent of anv kind of this iiatuit Wc have t > 
devise our own toimula 

Q But Piesident dipendiut, n the iiidi 
iiJudi mote thdn the o/ganisafion, o; ttic 
I party seems to mt to be a yet y shot t toiin to 
thdos 

A No It mas be (instead) a propel louie 
to stabilitv and continuitv Because vou 
I know these individuals, for the fust time, at 
least in out experience ol ^7 years, each 
individual has won or lost in the elections 
onlv because ol his peisonal meiits It had 
nothing to do whethei he belonged to the 
Pdgaio gituip OI this group oi that Mavbe 
his clan came into it, oi his familv. oi his tiwn 
monev But theie aie many, I tel! vou, who 
have won these elections with no monev, no 
backgiound c>t anv tamilv, cairied out then 
campaign on a cvcle, and have won the 
elections bv thousands ot votes So it is a 
phenomenon The moic* vou siiidv it the 
mine vou lealise that it has a potential But 
whete 1 have not been able to stiike since 
wc> have no piecedent, is how to make even 
those membeis who ate in unison in then 
thinking connect to a paiticulai time and 
policy Ihis IS what these davs the Prime 
Mimstei, mvself. mv colleagues MPs—we 
are all engaged in this And 1 hope we’ll be 
able to find an answei to this 

Q ioii ba\e banned political patties But 
III the teal viotld thev continue to exist 
A Yes Because we have not applied the 
banning so sttictlv, so severely 
Q Bo, as political entities they continue to 
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funcnon So if tomotrow martial law is 
lifted—not a verv hypothetical situation— 
and Miss Benazit Bhutto comes back to 
Pakistan bow will you tackle the political 
consequences'^ 

A According to the Constitution which is 
to be revived 

Q This IS the 1171 Constitution mth 
amendments 

A Yes with amendments And in this 
regaid we made no amendments The on i 
ginal test savs when martial law is lifted the ' 
. political paities will have to be retived It is 
at that time, when the political paities have i 
to be recived, that the government has to 
think on what lines they should be revived I 
At the present moment the parties are not ' 
only dormant, they are banned, and there 
fore when vou want to levive them, they just 
(an’i be allowed to rev ive bv themselves in | 
I anv form or another Parliament will have to 
pass a law about its functioning Assuming ' 
that the Parliament revives the parties, it 
will have to revive them under some law 
And It is under that law that we will have to 
regulate the activities of the political par¬ 
ties 4nd if Miss Benazir Bhutto comes, and 
she wants to revive this political party on the 
I lines of the Parliament’s law she is most 
welcome We have nothing against her 
' Q How do sou assess the PPP’s strength 
todav'^ 

A The PPP IS no toice of significance 
today And it will never be so Because a 
political party whuh builds up on terror, on 
goondaism, on all the aspects of life which 
aie condemned where there is no respect by 
a pohiitiaii for a politician, wliere the le 
sped foi the family has gone down the dram, 

It can nevei tome up I ndei the citcumst 
ances, wheie we have enhanced the values 
of life much higher than those that were 
ptactised generally, I don’t think it has any 
chance 

Q But It ma\ benefit from the unpopular 
itv of martial law or the unpopularity of the 
army 

I A If martial law was unpopular, Mr 
Akbai vou and I wouldn’t have been sitting 
I and talking (laughs) It is as simple as that 

Q We might base been talking in India^ 

I A (Laughs) Perhaps I might have tome 
there to explain whv martial law has been so 
unpopulai' 

Q Justices 'iaqub Ah and Anwai ul Haq 
in public seminars have just made the point 
that martial law is unpopulai in Pakistan 
now 

I A That’s what they think They aie not 
the public opinion 

Q Yes but they are not irresponsible 
people^ 

A Thev arc judges And judge > only see 
through the logic of reasoning, and not of 
reality They should give verdicts on law, not 
on politics which they do not understand 
But in anv case, 1 have respect f< r both of 
them And whatever they have been saying 
IS not political thinking, but a consequence 
of their experiences One went out (irom the 
Supreme Court) because of the referendum, 
and the other went out because he didn't 


want to sign the new oath And now the same 
people who were doing something else (ear 
her) are saying something else (after leaving 
then chair) This is a dichotomy in their 
thinking, and not in the people 
Q Yes but their dichotoms has been 
created bv the arbitiaiy nature of executne 
authontv which the\ ha\e had to face 
A Oh, no, no Thev weie veiv much with 
us—as long as the goodies were theie 
(laughs) 

Q Will vou 1 emain a set ving gem lal after 
maitial law is lifted^ 

A Unlikely The President of Pakistan can 
be a general, but I think a serving general 
who has a responsibility otherwise may 
pel haps nor be able to hold two offices 1 
have to give up one job to hold the other ' 
Q Do you think Pakistan will ever ha\e a 
democracy like India^ 

A A natural democracy like India Mv 
ideals are very high I do not say that India ' 


Pakistan is 
nowhere near a 
nuciear 

option... Pakistan 
has no 

intentions, no 
desire, of opting 
for a military use 
of nuciear 
weapons or 
nuciear devices. 



Cfen Zia (right) proteedlng for the last rites of Mrs Gandhi 
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The army (in 
Pakistan) has no 
piace in the 
power structure. 
The army has its 
own 

responsibiiities, 
and the army has 
no roie in the 
poiiticai iife... 
it shouid not be 
taken that if 
Zia-ui Haq has 
survived, 
everybody else 
wiii survive. We 
must find out 
poiiticai 
ieadership 
among the 
civiiian 
population. 


hasn't got a democracy You have de 
\ eloped—you are lucky, lucky in many 
ways—you had a good crop of politicians, 
you had stability, you had continuity You 
had an accepted leadership But you have 
allowed the democracy of the third world or 
a de\ eloping country to become something 
where everything is allowed the goondaism, 
the violence, what we have a little bit, you 
have there That’s not my idea We want to 
hate a purified Islamic democracy And I 
hope one dav I am able to achieve this and 
then otfei it 

Q As /ong as it is a democracy tor the 
people Hon would you describe the present 
situation as a quasi democracy^ 

A A total democracy Except for myself, 
and the name of martial law—martial law is 
only in name not in practice We have a 
civilian elected Piime Minister, we have a 
militaiy man clgited President, and we have 
all the Assemblies functioning It is the 
noimal torm of government in any democra 
cy not Islamic to that extent, but it is 
functioning and I think it is as near to a 
demoiratv as it could be Except the name 
of maitial law is there and I am there in 
uiiifoi m 

Q Can democracy ever he divisible ^ It is a 
hit like virginity either you are a virgin or 
not a virgin Eithei you are a democrat or 
not a democrat 


A Yes, there could be a degree of demo¬ 
cracy You could have a demociacy of a 
particular type Do you think the Communist 
states are not democratic^ They say so It 
may not be democratic from our point o. 
view So, you can be democratic to the 
extent that you like, there is no black and 
white, there are stages And we are going 
through a stage where we aie reaching close 
to where you are 

Q To begin talking about India, I thought 
the starting point might well be to ask 
you how you liked the 40 kgs ot sweets that 
Mr Bhandai I brought for you tiom out Prime 
Minister recently 
A (Laughs) Did he bring 40 kgs’ 

Q That’s what we lead w the papers 
A I don’t know I got a couple of nice 
packets of barti He must have brought for 
distribution to othei friends I am not sure 
about this, but I am very grateful for the 
most delicious few packets that I leceived 
Q Does the sweetness of the packet le 
fleet the state of IndoPak relations now^ 
A It was certainly very thoughtful and a 
good gesture And halwas and mithais make 
a lot of us in Pakistiiii and India join hands 
together It was a good visit MI said and 
done. Mi Bhindan’s was a veiy good \isit It 
was a successful visit and 1 think it did have 
that little opening to come back to the old 
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lines of talking together 
Q Do you notice any change in Delhi’s 
attitude after Mr Rajiv Gandhi has taken 
charge^ 

A I noticed even when 1 was there at the 
time of the last rites (of Mrs Gandhi) and I 
had a very frank, intense and forthnght 
dialogue with Mr Rajiv Gandhi And 1 felt 
that 1 was talking to the right man, and 
perhaps India and Pakistan have good, 
bright prospects in the future And I am 
seeing it coming 

Q How different is Mr Rajiv Gandhi from 
his mothei in terms of attitudes to Pakistan^ 
A I have been asked this question by a 
large number of people 

Q IVe are all desperate to know 
A But I have never said (laughs) The 
difference is visible in mv mind, but I don’t 
think It IS right to compaie a son with his 
mother 

Q Do sou think it might embariassthe 
son^ 

A tven otherwise I think as a gentleman. 
It IS not right 

Q What was the content of vour talks with 
our Prime Minister'’ 

A In New Delhi we talked of how’ to revive 
the tonfidenee, because we both agreed that 
if we start from the areas of conflict we 
won’t get anywhere Whs don’t we start on 
the aieas of agieenient’ And there are a 
large number of plates where we have areas 
of agreement And we thought of how to 
create how to geneiate confidence because 
our crisis is a ciisis of confidence and 
pel cept ions So wt agreed tna*- we should be 
hirthiight trank No one should meddle in 
the internal affairs of any countij like our 
experience in 198) (duiing the Sind agita 
tion) when the Indian goveinment was mak 
ing announcements on Pakistan's happen 
mgs Nor 1 assured him, was there ttuth in 
Pakistan being involved m the internal 
affaiis of India by aiding the Sikhs in the 
east Punjab There is no 'ruth in that And 
we thought that India and Pakistan being 
such typical neighbouis of the developing 
Thud World theie should be much more 
close, direct contacts between the leaders of 
the two states 

Q We hear often of 'good intentions” but 
was theie anvthing specific discussed to 
piomote them'’ 

A Yes, we revived the talks We agreed 
that the loint commission must meet, and 
people must start going and coming, trade 
must stait We discussed all those points and 
1 think they will all be coming up in the next 
ministerial confeience 

Q tan vou offer some spetifii suggestions 
that would go a long wav to impiosing 
lelations’ What would vou like India to do’ 
A What I would like fiom Ind a, and what 
I would like Pakistan to do also There is 
onlv one fundame ntal icquiitmcnt If that is 
achieved, the rest will tall in plate And that 
fundamental lequirement is faith and tiusl 
If I have no tiust in mv neighboui, nothing 
tan change my heait The same thing is tiue 
with the neighbour on iht othei side Theie 
must be a tiemendous number of actions 



there must be exercises to find how to 
generate confidence There is confidence 
among the common people but theie is 
pei haps less confidence at a highei level, and 
perhaps there is none at the top level 
Unless there is confidence at heart at the 
government level, and the people to people 
level, vou can’t improve relations 

Q I am talking of specific instaiict s M h\ 
don t we lemose the communication hai 
riers’ In anv case, nobody can stop the 
smttgglei Horn going through each other s 
borders 

A We suggested this This point is right on 
top of the agenda of the joint ministerial 
commission We have done manv things 
unilaterally, but we found that the re'iilts 
weie not there unless the other Mde recipio 
cated So, now, having done things un 
ilaterally—not once but halt a do/tr 
things—we found the results were not loith 
coming Now, since we have institutionalised 
this, and the committees have been formt d 
let those, committees takt the decisions and 
the goveinments will implement them 
Q M/iv don’t van unilaterally allow us to 
keep a correspondent’ 

A Here in Pakistan’ \ou cie most wi 1 
come Theie aie alreadv two 
Q last the Telegraph and st now 
V Hive two, not one Have two 
Q I have a Pakistani tiiend yslio makes 
popular IVpiogrammes Anwat Maqsood If 
Dooidaishan inyited him to do a sciipi 
would the Pakistan goieinment ha\c any 
f biections’ 

A None whatsoever 

Q \ou met oui Piime Ministci tystce Did 
you norite any change ti, him hctoic the 
elections and afiei the elections’ 

A The tirst time when 1 nu t him it was on 
a sad octasion The second rime when 1 nut 
him, he had not onlv won the elections Inu 
he had left it fat behind and was looking toi 
gieatei gloiies m the liituie 1 tound him i 


I 


The fundamental 
I requirement (for 
improving 
Indo-Pak 
relations) is faith 
I and trust. If i 
I have no trust in 
my neighbour, 
nothing can 
change my 
i heart. There is 
confidence 
' among the 
common people, 

I but there is less 
confidence at a 
' higher level, and 
I perhaps there is 
I none at the top 
I level. 
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Ail said 
and done Mr 
Bhandari's was a 
very good visit. It 
was a successfui 
visit and i think it 
did have that 
little opening to 
come back to the 
old lines of 
talking together. 


I've only worked 
as part of my 
duty. What 
destiny has in 
store, what 
history has in 
store, it has 
never bothered 
me. What I’ve 
done is to do my 
job honestly and 
sincerely and to 
the satisfaction 
of my 

conscience. And 
the day i think I 
don't have this, I 
would no longer 
be on the scene. 

” T~ 



Indian fureiitn ■>eiTetur> Romesh Bhandari presenting sweets to Gen Zia 


very confident and a very friendly and a 
very amicable personality. 

Q: The more important question is: Do you 
think that he would like to keep a war option 
open in his thinking? 

A: Internally, what is in his mind, one 
can’t say. But from the talks I could see that, 
perhaps like me, he would also like to ignore 
the military options. That is the feeling I get. 

Q: So, you feel confident that the no-war 
pact you could not sign with his mother 
might be possible now? 

A. Very much so. Now it is very much on 
the cards. 

Q: There is now a third meeting between 
you and Mr Gandhi on the agenda of inten¬ 
tions. How far have both governments prog¬ 
ressed towards that? 

A- I think the two drafts have been 
merged, and it is just a question of giving the 
final touches. And if the political will is 
there to sign, 1 think it can be ready in,a day. 
(Turns to Mr Abdul Sattar, former Pak 
ambassador to Delhi). Am I right, Mr Sattar? 
(“Only two 01 three articles are left," is Mr 
Sattar’s reply.) (We are talking of) the 
no-war pact and the treaty of friendship; the 
merger of the two. 

Q' Do you envisage a summit this year? 

A: This year the summit is to take place in 
any case, in connection with SARC. 

Q: I was asking about a bilateral summit. 

A: No bilateral summit is yet planne^l. But 
if it is planned in the next meeting of the 
joint ministerial commission, or the foreign 
ministers conference, at least from Pakis- 


p tan’s side we’ll have no objections. I 

Q: Is a trip by Rajiv Gandhi to Pakistan on 
the cards? 

A: That’s a different thing. We have ex¬ 
tended a very sincere invitation to the Prime | 
Minister to visit Pakistan anytime he feels j 
like. Maybe, when he is going abroad some- 
i where, if he can drop in. Or, when he is 
I returning (from a trip abroad) he can drop in 
I for a few days. It will give a lot of encourage- 
i ment and will be a very good gesture. We are 
waiting for it, and the chances are that I 
perhaps he might do that. There is no 
confirmation yet, but I think we are expect¬ 
ing that perhaps he will respond positively. 

Q: Did you feel any apprehension of a 
border conflict either during Operation 
Bluestar or during Mrs Gandhi’s assassina¬ 
tion during chose days of tension? 

A: No, no, no. The talk of war clouds was 
only on your part. Here it was all sunshine 
(laughs). 

: Why did Pakistan Television show the 
film on Operation Bluestar knowing 
reasonably well that it would incite people 
and create problems in Punjab? 

A: Pakistan Television did not make that 
film. It was shown elsewhere, on foreign 
television. And Pakistani public had to be 
kept informed. Pakistan TV acquired this 
film, and showed it. 

Q: The suspicion there was that the film 
was meant for the Sikhs across the border as 
it was to show Pakistanis. 

A: We know we have an audience in east 




SUNDAY 12—11 BAY 1965 


. COVER STOR¥ 



Punjab. But there is a much larger number 
of (video) cassettes available in east Punjab 
(about these events) than what Pakistan TV 
started off. 

Q: Many people seem to believe that you 
are hiding Bhindranwale somewhere in 
Pakistan. 

A' (Laughs) They have to do a lot of 
searching then! 

Q.- Among the Akali demands is the con¬ 
trol of all gurd wards by the SC PC. You have 
gurdwaras here too. Has the SGPC 
approached you to ask fot control of the 
gurdwaras? 

A: The gurdwaras and the Akah Dal are 
controlled by the Pakistani auqaf. 

Q: But the SGPC wants to take over 
control. 

A: No. In our country, how can they? They 
can cooperate with them to fulfil their 
requirements, but the SGPC has no jurisdic¬ 
tion in Pakistan. 

Q: Would you allow Sikhs to keep arms in 
the gurdwaras? 

A: In Pakistan? 

Q: Yes. 

A: They can keep their kirpans if they 
want to But 1 see no justification of carrying 
(any other) weapons inside Pakistan. We 
don’t allow our own citizens to do so. 

Q: Would you have sent the army into the 
Golden Temple? 

A: This is a very hypothetical question, 
and 1 don’t think I am competent to answer. 

Q: Actually, I didn’t put it rightly. What I 
will ask is: Would you send the army into a 


mosque if you believed a mosque had be¬ 
come an aimed fortress? 

A: It happened in Kaa’ba. But there is 
always a price to be paid, and one can 
resolve a problem, but the price that is paid 
has far-reaching effects. And if I have to do 
(consider such an option). I’ll avoid it like 
anything. 

Q: So you see far-reaching effects in India? 

A: I pray...I don’t think 1 should comment 
on this. I shall pray that India can resolve 
the Sikh problem, because Sikhs, as you 
know and I know it, are a very emotional 
people. They feel they have been hurt. From 
what we know from reading in your press, 
not through my contacts of which 1 have 
none— 

Q: Do you want to repeat that? 

A: Yes, yes. My only contacts are the 
pilgrims whom 1 meet with the greatest of 
pleasure So, in the interest of the country’s 
unity: I am sure the government of India is 
doing its best and I am not there to advise 
them—I think the sooner the probleni is 
re.solved the better it will be. 

Q: Doesn’t the GHQ in Pakistan ever get 
the temptation to intervene in Punjab? 

A: Why should we? We are not children. 
We are all grown-up people; mature to the 
extent that any government should be; re¬ 
sponsible people. We don’t work on whims 
or emotions. I think cold blooded logic is the 
way to...good-neighbourly relations. 

Q: Do you believe that religion is a good 
enough basis for a nation’s unity, given the 
record of the last 40 years? 


{Shall pray that 
India can resolve 
the Sikh 
problem, 
because Sikhs, 
as you know and 
I know it, are a 
very emotional 
people. They 
feel they have 
been hurt. 


We are not in 
competition with 
India. Indian 
resources, 

Indian 

requirements are 
much greater. 

But we would 
certainly urge 
India that having 
exploded one 
device, please 
don’t opt tor a 
military weapon 
because it is not 
good for 
mankind as 
such;leave 
alone our region. 
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You can’t have a 
competition 
going on 
between the 
Prime Minister 
and the 

President, as to 
who is more 
powerful... 

We feel that we 
have come 
across a solution 
to the problem 
where the Prime 
Minister and the 
President 
should live 
happily. 


A: Not only this, Mr Akbar, I do not agree 
with all the logic you have given in The 
Siege Within. 

Q: (Laughsj That’s incidental to Indo-Pak 
relations. 

A; In my mind it is religion only. When I 
say religion, 1 mean Islam, the deen of Islam. 
The deen of Islam is the only focal point on 
which Pakistan’s everything must revolve. 

Q: Then why did Bangladesh go away? 
They also believe in Islam and the deen. 

A; It was notafault of Islam. We didn’t 
follow Islam. It was known as the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan. But we did everything 
un-lslamic, with the result that one part fell 
apart You can’t blame Islam for this; you 
can blame the way we followed it. And it is 
our effort now to follow Islam in the right 
manner. And you see how what Pakistaniat 
has been sprouted among this million 
people. It was never there before. 

Q: In that case, you accept that it is 
theoretically sound to say that Sikhism can 
form the ha.sis of a separate nation. 

A No, you’ve got me wrong India is a 
secular state, and therefore religion from 
that point of view makes no difference. 



Pirsidcnt /,ia with President /.ail Singh 

30 ' ~ “ 


Pakistan is an Islamic state. You asked a 
question of President Ershad (the reference 
was to the Sunday interview); Is Bangladesh 
an Islamic state? And his answer was no. 
You haven’t asked me this question... 

Q: That is because I know your answer is 
yes. 

A: Yes, very much yes. Because this is an 
Islamic state, right in, right out. And there¬ 
fore in our context deen, not religion, the 
deen of Islam is the main fulcram. But you 
can’t say that since I believe so. I’m also 
applying this to (the) Akalis. That’s your 
business to judge. 

Q: Another question follows: if you say 
that Islam can form the basis of nationalism 
and Pakistaniat; Now one of the persons who 
fought for Pakistan before 1947 is G.M. 
Syed, and today he is a champion of Sindhi 
nationalism. How has he become disillu¬ 
sioned with the Pakistan that has been 
created? 

A: Mr G.M. Syed is not against Pakistan. 

Q: I’m talking of the Sind nationalist 
leadei G.M Syed. 

A; Yes. He is for Jive Sind (Live, Sind). 
Sind could be a high-degiee province of 
Paki.stan He is Jiye Sind. He gives priority 
to Sind, everything to Sind. Sind must exist, 
Pakistan may or may not exist But he is not 
as such against Pakistan I met Mr G.M. 
Syed. And I think in 1940 if we didn’t have 
him (in the Muslim League) perhaps we 
would not have been as successful. So a m.ui 
who believed in one thing- unless he goes 1 
wonky...And Mr G.M Syed is a very capable, 
competent man I’ve met him. I’ve talked to 
him. I think he’s very sane There must be 
something in him- Somebody must have 
done something to annoy him Personalities 
get upset over small things, and one should 
look into the heart of the man who was all 
(the) time a Pakistani. Why is it that he now 
talks about Sind? 

Q: You should answer that. 

A Yes, I’m trying to find it out. And I will 
find it out. We found it out in Wall Khan; we 
found It out in Ghaffar Khan I told them, I 
said they were as patriotic as anybody could 
be. Why should we doubt their integrity? 
Yes, if they want to follow a different policy 
They want Pakistan to be secular and 1 want 
Pakistan to be Islamic. We can have diffei- 
ences of opinion. But that does not mean we 
should start shouting and calling each other 
unpatriotic and disloyal, and that he’s an 
agent of...No. I think they’re as good Pakista¬ 
nis as any Pakistani can be. But the differ¬ 
ence of opinion in Islam has a tremendous 
place in one’s freedom of thought. And Islam 
encourages freedom of thought. So everyone 
of them, whether he is a Jiye Sind or 
whether he is NDP, whether he is a Red 
Shirt, has all the freedom to start thinking in 
whatever form they may like, except on the 
ideology of Pakistan. On that there is no 
compromise. 

Q: As far as relations with India are 
concerned: the other potential area which 
could lead to a crisis is the nuclear option 
which suddenly seems to have become much 
more real. In fact, the language is deteriorat- 
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mg and we ha\e been beating of the doc 
trine of terioi and countei terror Fhe blunt 
question IS How neat is Pakistan to a 
nucleai option 

A Nowheie neai Tht blunt answer to this 
IS that Pakistan has no intentions no desiie, 
of opting foi a military use of nuclear 
weapons oi nucleai devices Pakistan wants 
to acquire nucleai technology puiely for 
peaceful pui poses We have no othei iiiten 
lions at all whatsoeiei And we have 
offeted to India half a dozen proposals of 
ensuring nucleai non piolifeiation in this 
region, of ensuring that we don’t step out or 
wfc don t go besoiid our limits so that wi can 
have a bettei cooptiaiion But si tar we 
hive not received an\ icsponsc 

Q It India decided to go in lot nucleai 
weapons hois long would it tike sou to 
aeliieie paiits^ 

A Wt ait not in tomptniion with India in 
this ie>ptit Noi in any otliei icspett Wt 
ire not in tonpttition with India Indian 
itsouitts Indnn ituniitmtnts art muth 
(’leatti But we would ctrtainK urge India 
til It hiving tsplodid one dtvitt phase 
(Ion I ()i)t lot a tnilii iiv vve ipon betaust it is 
not good loi mankind n suth Itavt alont 
oin ugion 

y \it sou (onit tnpl itiug spe edit talks on 
lilt null II ipt/ni-’ 

A Wt lit 111 (ontniiius touch on this 
m iiu r 

Ik' ms the I’lkistani positi ni on itnis 
Hut to kttp tint luge suhitet ssithin man 
i^( ible piopoi tions Tht Indian suspieioti 
on the urns qiiistion lies in loi isamplt 
1 out pint h 1st ()/ i') > niillimt tn hossiuei s oi 
beais larks whieh would not hi opeiational 
on ihi ‘ilfhin hoidti ind then foie lould 
onh bt use d igainsi India 

\ Mow do vou sj\ -.0 Ilu I'lS millimttre 
liowit.'eis OI tit SP guns lie piimaiilv 
tilt ant lot 1 lountiv wliith h is no toads no 
infiasiiuctuit rhev lit st nil automatic 
mithints which ait good onlv foi aitas 
whtic theu ait no (iiopci infrastiutturcs 
and this is on oui wtst not on tht t ast So 
'htv ait mi ant toi the wtst and not tor the 
tasi 

Q But tht he ai v t inks and the heas s guns 
would be It ills usttui onh in a ssai against 
India 

A No not rttctssaiilv I htv art as good 
vou can use them anvwht 11 v ou like But oui 
piioiitv IS west not cast 

Q How do sou leaet to the Lb undei 
setittats foi defense lied Ikit going to 
Delhi to offti India at ins ^ 

A As long as it serves the purpose of 
bringing India and tht I nited States of 
America in a better frame of mind Pakistan 
would be too pleased And Pakistan has 
always said that Pakistan is not concerned 
with what the United States gives to India 
and what India gets from the United States 
of America that is a result of the mutual 
requirements of the two countries Who arc 
we’ And we expect the same (attitude fiom 
India) But unfortunately, everytime we get 
something (in arms), we also get a statement 
from India, which is not right So from that 



PPP ihuf ikna/ir Bhutto in I nndon no forte ol signifitanir 


point of VI w phase for the goveinment of 
India loi the people of India it (then isl 
anvtnmg that vou want Iroin anvwhite \ou 
like as lonj. as you think it s good tor yoni 
own deftiKc who am 1 lo sav (anything)’ 
but follow the same pohev elsewhere What 
IS food foi the goose must be good toi the 
I gaiidci 

1 Q Has ihe gandei spoken to the Sosnts on 
the potential ptnthast of arms’ 

A No no wt haven t But vou have talked 
t) tht gandei now vou are talking to the 
goost 

Q Would It be light to sav that bs and 
laige the issues of teriitorial claims which 
the two nations has e on each othei aiepapet 
atguinents and are not strong enough to 
create the kind of tensions they did in the 
I Srvrres’ 


The Pakistan 
People’s Party is 
no force of 
significance 
today. And it will 
never be so. 
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A fxit pt tht question of Kashmii 1 xcept 
> jshmu which is the only big hut die Lx 
ctpt toi that 1 think the rest is nothinp 


Q ^es hut k.ishmit has been tht suhjtct 
<>1 two nais 

A But in kdshmii also India has accepted 
that Skatdu will be part of this pait of 
Pakistan I hat has been so There has been 
no cc asc tire lint no demaication, no I'nited 
Nations obs< ivtrs So it has only been k< pt 
as a level on paper And at the riKht time 
1 111 suit that India will sa\ all right wc 
agiee 


Sind could be a 
htgh-degree 
province of 
I Pakistan. He 
(G.M. Syed) isfor 
Jiye Sind. He 
gives priority to 
Sind, everything 
to Sind. Sind 
must exist; 
Pakistan may or 
may not e^ 

12 


Q But thtn Kashmir is tht issue isn t it^ 
A Yes ihai is the issue it is a volatile 
issue And theiefoit 1 have said that if you 
stair talking about Kashmir then somebody 
will suggest let s fight the fouith war which 
I will not advocate So let us put Kashmit 
aside We 11 talk about this Kashmir we 11 
see how best we can solve (the problem) 
peacefully We don’t have to fight a wai to 
solve It How many of the territorial rights 
and disputes between France and German>, 
lit tween Get many and Aiistiia, between the 
various parts of the countiies of Europe, 
between America and South America, how 
many times they have solved it They don’t 
hav t to go to wdi evervttme And I’m sure we 
can resolve the question of Kashmir pro 
vided we create understanding and goodwill 
bv agieeing on the areas of agreement, and 
then c oming on to the areas of disagreement 
Kashmir is a volatile area of disagreement 
Let us leave it We’ll touch it at the appropri 
ate time Let's build more confidence, let 


there be more exchange of people, thoughts, 
journalists everybody should come and go 
Q Are you hearing similar language from 
Rajiv Gandhi on this subject^ 

A 1 am sure, 1 am sure' We have not 
talked to that extent but what little we have 
been able to do 1 thought his gesture in 
Moscow by sending Mr Bhandari here and 
starring oft the joint ministerial commission 
IS a good omen 

Q In Moscow you met Mr Gorbachev also 
and there was a lot of controversv on 
whether he was tough with you and 
thieatened Pakistan or not Now let us have 
It tiom vou Was he tough^ Did he threaten 
Pakistan^ 

A (Smiles) No he didn t thieaten Pakis 
tan His attitude was very concct vciv turn 
and hfc had a lot of understanding He 
listened to me veiv patiently and whatever 
he had to sav he spoke very fiimlv Ihe 
message was veiy clear 
G What was the mtssagt-’ 

A Tht me ssage was that ht fi It Pakistan 
was interfcting in the internal affairs of 
Alghanistan and ht said lav off And I told 
him that we art not in it but wt cannot slop I 
shouting And this is the difftitnct of opin 
ion between the two sides But wi both 
agieed that this is an arei where you oi ' j 
resolve it militanly It has to be it sol d 
politicallv Mr (lOrbathev agrttd one huii 
drtd jH r cent And wt said wt'll thtn why 
not allow tht United Nations tffoit to sue 
teed''And ht saitl ht would give liissuppoit 
Q To thi L N ettoit Whuh mtans that the 
chances of the June talks— 

A Are veiy blight 

Q } oil have an amhassrdoi of the United 
States licit Mr Deane Hinton who dots 
itnd to make statements on tin intetnal 
at fans of Pakistan 

A No iVIi Hinton has been very tone el 
Wt have other ambassadors who somttimts 
gtt out of step 

Q The Indian ambassador^ 

A No, tht Indian ambassador has 
been He did once oi twice but by and laige 
ht has been all right But we have other 
ambassadois who have be c*n talking out of 
turn 

Q The Sonet ambassador^ 

A \es, wc have had a couple of state 
ments from him But Mr Hinton has been 
veiy collect 

Q But when he savs that the MRD should 
ha\e Its head examined'^ 

A Generally, a diplomat doesn’t talk (ab 
out such things) But if he is talking in a 
particular context then of course I think we 
should give him the right to t xpress his 
opinion on a particular point of thought not 
on the internal affairs of the lountry 
Q The other controversial statement that 
you ate reported to have made is on Biharis 
in Karachi Did you describe them as ‘Bhi 
kans’^ 

A No, no I was misreported (laughs 
heartily) 

Q Will the Oiangi clash between Biharis 
and Pathans cause a setback in bringing the 
Biharis from Bangladesh ^ 
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A Perhaps, I’m not sure But it certainly 
has left a very deep mark that, with all this 
effort, and without any cause, an area tan be 
up in arms for nothing and ^8 people’s lives i 
have been lost Why’ 

Q Are the Biharis to blame tot it’’ 

A It happened in then area, where they 
are in a majority And it has left us in a very 
dejected mood The individuals who fought 
for Pakistan, who did so much for Pakistan, 
having come into Pakistan, they are now 
I mdulging in hooliganism 

Q They feel a sense of depiession, that 
they don’t teel like equals in Pakistan 
A They have as many rights as anybody 
else Thev have elected their own repre 
! sentatives in the provincial Assembly from 
I the Orangi area 1 hey have all the liberties, 

I thev have all the fieedoms, they aie as good 
as citizens as anyone else in Pakistan Why* 

I do not understand—honest to God 1 tan 
see the incident happening in Liaquatabad, I 
I can see the incident happening in Nazima 
bad A bus tuns over you tan see the crowd 
getting rowdv, burning the bus taking out 
the driver you tan see all this But without 
any incident 18 people being muidered, 
butchered in the next dooi aiea, unneces 
saitly What is the reason’ 

Q Perhaps vou should put them w sepa 
rate nations (The President laughs) The 
chaige of Puniahi domination, howeier, 
ovet the non Puniaois of Pakistan is be 
liexid the non Pun/abis I 

\ yx no, there is no such thing 
Q And the arms is consideied to be the 
spine of Putt tabi domination over Pakistan 
A No, these arc all conjectures, or state 
j menis coined lor a paiticular purpose by 
outside agencies 

! Q How do vou view the state of the 
opposition at the moment^ 

A They are active, thtv will surface when 
martial law is lifted and political activity is 
generated A certain amount of opposition 
would be there 

Q You would not stop the Bhutto Begums 
from coming to Pakistan-' 

A We never, never stopped them (from) 
going abroad This is their country Let them 
come any time they like They asked to go 
abroad, and thev have gone We have not 
stopped them They can come back 
tomorrow 

Q Who in the opposition do you leel, has 
the most credibility now^ 

A I think there is no such thing as an 
organised opposition as yet There are indi 
viduals who are talking And he situation 
will emerge more clearly when political life 
gets more organised Once tie Assembly 
starts functioning, the Prime Minister, the 
new government, new Assembly, have dug in 
their heels They’re new fiesh, they have 
not had their fust session as yet Then 1 
think the situation will emerge But we can 
see that a certain amount will happen— 
perhaps (by people in seaich of) cheap 
popularity, who will criticise the govern 
ment only for the sake of doing so Such 
opposition IS everywhere in vour i ountry, in 
my country, elsewhere It is those types of 



people who will emerge But 1 foresee a vei> 
small numhet ol such things The majoriiv 
are sane people and I think thev will go 
along well with the Prime Mmistei’s plans 
and policies 

Q Hots do vou keep in touch with the 
popular mood'^ How do sou know what the 
people think^ 

A I spend 18 hours working and m\ | 
difficulty IS that I find it haid ti cleai mv | 
files, which I get in bundles from the foieign 
office from others, liom the Prime Minster 


I deal It only at night During the daytime 1 
talk, meet the people Various delegations 
come to me and I meet the common man 1 
have my eyes and eais open ' 

Q Is there a certain time kept apait loi OaHctan hae 
meeting the aserage Pakistani-' raKISlall ilaS 

A I’m as accessible as a President tan be always said that 
Q And I'n’t the common man teriitied of i pa|»|clan ie nnt 
the ihuf maitial law administrator’’ raRISian IS MUI 

A This vou should ask somtbodv else concerned with 


Q Do they repeat the jokes that thes have 
about vou to you” 

A Yes, sometimes I hear about it (laughs) 
Q One last question which has a bearing 
on the fust one which is you base lasted 
here tor eight veais through a very difficult 


I What the United 
States gives to 
I India, and what 
India gets from 


time, do sou ever think of yourself as your United States 

nation’s man oi destiny^ . lu-* 

A 1 have never given it a thought, honest Ol America. 1031 
to God I’ve onl> woiked as a pait of mv iS 3 rCSUit Of the 
duty What destiny has in stote what history 
has in store it has never bothered me What millUai 

I’ve done is to do my job honestly and , requirements of 

sincerely and to the satisfaction of my own fUp 
conscience And the day I think 1 don’t have *'*" ^ 

this, I would no longer be on the scene COUOtrieS. 
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Akali Hardliners 
to the Fore? 


The new ad hoc committee formed by 
Bhindrnnwah’s father, Baba Joginder Singh, 
weakens moderates and strengthens the 
extiemists But, Akaii political equations still 
favoiu Longowal 


S trong winds followed by ram 
and hdil swept Amritsar on 
the evening of 1 May And 
while the utv was lashed, 
Slyeaiold Baba Joginder Singh, 
fathet of Jarnail Singh Bhindianwale 
took the Akali leaders by storm 
Nobody had expected him to do what 
he did—dissolving all the factions of 


the Akali Dal in the name of “Panth 
ik unity,” and form a new atf hoc 
committee dominated by hardliners 
Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale had 
lived in the Golden Temple for about 
two years and made fiery, emotional 
speeches to the Sikh masses His 
father, on the contrary, entered the 
Golden Temple unnoticed on the 


afternoon of 1 May and after 
announang the new ad hoc commit¬ 
tee—thereby dropping a bomb¬ 
shell—left the premises un¬ 
announced 

In the tune member ad hoc com 
mittee, Baba Joginder Singh in¬ 
cluded Simranjit Singh Mann, an IPS 
officer who was dismissed after Op¬ 
eration Bluestar and is currently in 
jail facing several charges, Harinde^ 
Singh, an IPS officer who resigned 
after Operation Bluestar and took 
political asylum in Norway, Gurtej 
Singh, another IAS of fleet who is 
underground, Manjit Singh bi other 
of slam AISSI leader Amrik Singh, 
Sant Harchand Singh 1 ongowal, 
SGPC president Gurcharan Singh 
Tohra and Prakash Singh Badal Sun 
ranjit Singh Mann was made the 
convtner of the ad hoc committee 
but till the release of Mann, Baba 
Joginder Singh iias himself taken the 
lesponsibility foi convening the com 
mittec Indenit Singh Khalsa a 
Paiidkot based lawyer was made the 
general sccietary of the body 

Tht formation of the new commit 
tee upset the applecart of the model 
ate Akali leadets, particularly of 
Sant Longowal, who was working 
hard to ensure the return of normal 
cy in Punjab During his three day 
visit to Delhi he said that he was 
against the demand for Khalistan, 
but at the same time blamed the 
government for its insincerity in solv 
ing the Pun tab problem In all his 
speeches, Sant Longowal very con 
sciously sought to express the senti 
ments of the Sikhs, who, he said, 
were shattered by Operation Blues 
tar and the riots in November that 
followed Mrs Gandhi’s assasHnation 

There was complete confusion in 
the Golden Temple after the declara 
tion of the list of members of the new 
ad hoc committee Even the sewa 
dars of the SGPC were worried about 
their futuie While declaring the new 
ad hoc committee, Baba Joginder 
Singh had clearly mentioned that 
Sant Longowal and Jathedar Taiwan 
di had given then resignations to him 
on 3 April for the sake of ‘Panthik 
unity ’ The plea for the resignations 
of Longowal and Talwandi created 
more confusion in Sant Longowal’s 
camp But the next day Sant Longow 
al boldly announced in Jalandhar 
that he had never submitted his 
resignation to anyone His letter 
which was handed over to Baba 
Joginder Singh had only said that for 
the sake of Panthik unity of the Sikh 
community, the decision of the Baba 
was acceptable to him (Longowal) 
Talwandi also gave a similar letter to 
Baba but in his letter he had clearly 
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mentioned that he would not accept 
Sant Longowal as president of the 
committee. 

All hardliners welcomed the 
formation of the new ad hoc commit¬ 
tee. They include Talwandi, spokes¬ 
men for the AISSF and a few others. 
Surprisingly, on the morning of 2 
May, Prakash Singh Badal was in the 
Golden Temple complex. And at that 
time he did not take any decision on 
this new ad hoc committee. He told 
newsmen that “whatever the party 
president does or gives, consent to is 
acceptable to me.” People of the 
Badal faction in Akali politics were 
also there including Atma Singh and 
Ujagar Singh Sekhawan, senior vice 
president of the Akali Dal. It is well 
known in Akali circles that Badal and 
Sant Longowal had differences dur¬ 
ing the election to the presidentship 
of the SGPC. Badal had opposed the 
candidature of Tohra, and supported 
Atma Singh, who lost by a margin of 
just 19 votes. Sant Longowal had 
supported Tohra. 

In mid-April Atma Singh mooted 
the idea of a presidium of the Akali 
Dal. But he was served with a show- 
cause notice by the Akali Dai presi¬ 
dent. On 2 May, Atma Singh did not 
say anything at the Golden Temple 
complex but after reaching Kapur- 
thala in the afternoon, issued a state¬ 
ment in favour of the new ad hoc 
committee. The same evening, Badal 
supported Sant Longowal’s stand on 
the new ad hoc committee. Sant 
Longowal was lucky that Tohra too 
had supported him. 

Political observers in Amritsar 
were watching the fluid situation in 
the Akali Dal very carefully. Finally, 
what emerged was a vertical split 
over the issue of Panthic unity, the 
moderates on one side and the hard¬ 
liners on the other. 

Most people in the Golden Temple, 
except for a few hardliners, held the 
view that the new move in the name 
of Panthic unity had been initiated 
by the Congress(I) because the 
genera] secretary of the ad hoc com- 
mitee has close links with Congres- 
s(I) leaders. Few suspected it to be a 
move by Jathedar Talwandi, who is 
against the leadership of Sant Lon¬ 
gowal. Even in the third week of 
March when the high priests wanted 
Talwandi to merge his faction of the 
Akali Dal with Akali Dal (Longowal), 
he held a meeting with his suppor¬ 
ters and openly said that he would 
not merge his party with Sant Lon¬ 
gowal’s faction despite any amount 
of pressure. AISSF members had 
supported his stand at that meeting. 

It was generally believed in Pun¬ 


jab that after his release, Sant Lon¬ 
gowal had wanted to win over the 
extremists and hardliners. And as 
part of that strategy he wrote a letter 
to Baba Joginder Singh asking for his 
directions to bring about Panthic 
unity. Sant Longowal feared people 
might not accept his leadership be¬ 
cause of allegations that he had siu- 
rendered to the security forces dur¬ 
ing Operation Bluestar. But after his 
Delhi visit and the response he got 
from the Delhi intelligentsia, he re¬ 
gained his confidence and came out 
openly against the hardliners. The 
hardliners wanted Sant Longowal re¬ 
legated to the background in Akali 
politics and on the Punjab issue. Had 
Sant Longowal not taken the bold 
step he did, his political career in 
Punjab would definitely have neared 
its end. 

In fact, in the last two months, Sant 
Longowal had tried to also win over 
the Sikh youth, who had reacted 
angrily to Operation Bluestar and the 
armed forces’ operation against Sikh 
youth. The Sikh youth had not re¬ 
sponded well to Sant Longowal’s 


Baba Joginder Singh, Bhindranwale’s father, 
convener of the| Akali Dal ad hoc committee 



speeches and, at a few places, they 
even tried to disturb his meetings. 
On 2 May when a few young men in 
Amritsar jail got to know about the 
formation of the new ad hoc commit¬ 
tee they performed an ardas (special 
prayers) and were happy that Baba 
Joginder Singh had finaUy taken 
over the Akali Dal. 

Sant Longowal’s bold stand against 
the new ad hoc committee has been 
welcomed by most of the Akali lead¬ 
ers. Only those who do not like Sant 
LongowM personally or have a poli¬ 
tical grudge against him, have sup¬ 
ported the hardliners. The Sikh mas¬ 
ses in Punjab’s villages are confused 
over the new developments in Akali 
politics. Sant Longowal has called a 
meeting of all the Akali Dal members 
on 17 May in Amritsar to discuss the 
crisis in the Akali Dal, which has 
arisen after the formation of the new 
ad hoc committee. The hardliners 
have also become active; they are 
trying to get the support of the Sikh 
masses for their stand. Before 17 May 
both the moderates and hardliners 
will propagate their stands to the 
masses. But Sant Longowal will not 
only get the support of urban Sikhs 
but also the Hindus of Punjab. In 
addition, Tohra and most of his fol¬ 
lowers have supported Longowal. 
Half of the followers of Badal will 
also give him their support. But the 
followers of Atma Singh will definite¬ 
ly support the new ad hoc committee. 

Political observers feel that in the 
weeks to come the role of the union 
government in Punjab will also de¬ 
cide the future of the Akali lead¬ 
ership. If the government takes a 
positive stand on the issue of Punjab 
then Sant Longowal would definitely 
emerge as the undisputed leader in 
Akali politics. The hardliners, if they 
suffer a setback in this political 
game, might indulge in violence to 
cause a disturbance. The possibility 
cannot be ruled out. And in case the 
government takes a tough stand 
against extremists, Sant Longowal 
would have to defend the Sikhs in 
the name of Panthic unity, otherwise 
he would be branded a “government 
agent," and thus be in trouble. The 
hardliners would then take over and 
the Punjab situation would remain 
the same as before. Giving Chandi¬ 
garh to Punjab, or solving the water 
and boundary disputes will not solve 
the Punjab problem. Surprisingly, 
the high oriests, who were at one 
time advocating Panthic unity, have 
reserved comment on the new poli¬ 
tical developments. 

Jvmaat Upful, AmrtHar 
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Concessions Will Not 
Solve the Punjab Problem' 

Former Punjab CMPrakash Singh Badal tells 


Jagmeet Uppal 

Q After spending neatly 11 
months in tail, what do you 
think ot the Puntab problem^ 
A I am of the opinion that 
the central povernment is not in 
teiesied in solving the Punjab pi oh 
lem They are not interested in solv 
I ing It today, noi weie they (in 
I terested in solving it) in the past 
Had they been interested, it could 
have been solved much earlier The 
I state, the Khalsa Panth and the coun 
try would have been saved 

Q Can vou elaborate on why the 
government is not intert sted in solv 
I ing the Punjab problem’' 


A Actually, they prefer politics 
They want to gam politically out of 
the situation 

Q But if you measure the gain in 
terms of the Lok Sabha elections 
which the Congress(I) won with a 
thumping majority, where does the 
question of a gain arise now^ 

A Now the problem is much more 
complicated They have to take bold 
steps The Punjab problem started 
with the economic and othei de 
mands for the state Today the prob 
lem has changed it is a problem of 
the whole Sikh community The 
Sikhs are emotionally hurt and by 



giving some concessions the govern 
ment will not be able to solve the 
Punjab problem It is a question of 
emotions and principles of the Sikhs 
Q The centre has taken a few steps 
last month to normalise the Punjab 
I situation In vour opinion, the centre 
should take bold steps What would 
these bold steps be^ 

A The demands which have been 
accepted by the government and the 
I steps It has taken are only an 
eyewash These concessions have not 
affected the minds of the Sikh mas 
ses For example, the government 
has lifted the ban on the All India | 
Sikh Students Federation (AISSF), | 
but the members of the AISSF have i 
not been released (from detention) | 
The government, in fact, is in . 
terested in telling the people of the 
count! v and the world that it is really 
seiious about solving the Punjab ' 
pioblem Pad it been serious, the | 
membeis of the AISSF should have 
been released soon after lifting the I 
ban During the Janata lepime, when 
we decided to lelease the N ixalites, 
we released all of them whetirt -1 thev 
had committed a simple criit« or 
moie than one minder The present I 
government should take bold siep'. 
like that 

Q But do vou think that if the 
government rakes a few bold steps in 
the coming weeks, like abolition of 
special courts, release of the de \ 
tenus, etc , the Punjab problem will 
be solved^ | 

A 1 do not think so A lot of other 
things have to be done to solve the | 
Punjab problem i 

Q What are these other things^ I 
A This IS not the proper time to 
say what these things should be If 
we feel that the government through 
Its behaviour and attitude is serious 
about solving the problem, we will 
definitely tell the government what 
should be done for Punjab 
Q Do you believe the people of 
Punjab—both Hindus and Sikhs — 
think about the pioblem on the same 
lines as the Akali leaders^ 

A In my opinion, they do The 
problem is clear The Darbar Sahib 
and the Golden Temple is the holiest 
of holy places for the Sikhs and the 
way Its honour and dignity were 
destroyed, has shattered the Sikhs It 
does not mean that only the Akalis 
have been shattered The whole Sikh 
community has been shattered 
Q Do you not think the Shiromani 
Curdwara Prabandhak Committee is 
also in a way responsible for the 
destruction of the Golden Temple or 
whatever happened in the Golden 
Temple^ 

A I do not think so 
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/Vkdii Dal preMdenI Sant I ongowal with somv 


j Q But aren't all the gutudwaras 
including the Golden Temple under 
' the control of hCPC’ The SGPC 
I could not prevent nanted people 
I tram hiding in the Golden Temple 
and the gurudwaras Manv of them 
. pos'.c'ised unlicensed arms 
I A The SGPC has a limited area ot 
coiittoi The state government is in 
1 control of the whole state Whatever 
I happened during those days, except 
I foi one 01 two incidents, they occur 
red outside the gurudwaras Why did 
the government not take adequate 
mcasuies to control them’ 

I Q It IS believed that the Akali Dal 
I nevei encouraged Sikh youths and 
that IS why the AISSF members wete 
closei to Bhindranwale than the Aka 
I li Dal Whv IS the Akali Dal taking 
I such a great interest in the release ol 
I the AISSF members^ 
j A The Akali Dal is the party which 
j looks after the interests of the minor 
I ity community (the Sikhs) So, what 
evei happens to the Sikhs, the Akah 
Dai has to look after them 

Q What do you have to say about 
the judicial inquiry ordered by the 
centre into the Delhi iiots^ 

A As 1 have said earlier, the 
government is not sincere If it was, 
an inquiry would have been ordered 
immediately after the nots And, 
why an inquiry into the Delhi riots 
only? There should have been in 
quiries into the riots which took 
place in other cities as well The 
aggrieved party—the Sikhs—should 
have been consulted before announc 
mg the terms of reference of the 
inquiry 



opposition leaders at the residence of I K Oiyral (nghti 


Q What do you think ot the foima 
tion of the nine membei ad hoc com 
mittee of the Akali Dal by Baba 
Joginder Singh, fathei ot Jarnail 
Singh Bhindranwale^ 

A 1 have nothing much to say But 
1 want to make one thing clear 1 am a 
soldier of the party and I will obey 
the decisions of the party president 
Q Is It true that Sant Longowal, 
the Akali Dal piesident, has given a 
written assurance to Baba Joginder 
Singh that he would accept whatever 
decisions the Baba takes'^ 

A I do not know much about what 
you are telling me After mv release 
from jail I have met Sant Longowal 
once and we have not discussed e\ 
ei vthing 

Q You have also been made one ot 
the members of the ad hoc com 
mittee 

A 1 do not know much about this 
either The first t'me 1 went to Amrii 
sar after my relea^e I was told about 
this ad hoc committee 
Q Have you evei met Baba Jogin 
der Singh ^ 

A No, I have never met him After 
my release 1 visited the Darbar 
Sahib I will meet other people in 
eluding Sant Longowal m future 

Q Do vou think the Akal Takht 
should be demolished and lebuilt^ 
A The views of the SGPC piesi 
dent, the high priests, etc have 
already appeared In fact, I have no 
authority on this Only the Sharbat 
Khalsa, the high priests, the SGPC 
and others can take a decision on this 
and that will be acceptable to all of 
us 


Q Will the Akah Dal contest if the 
government announces eleccions in 
Pun tab 

A It IS too carls to comment on 
this Let them announce the elec 
tions, then wc will think it over All 
the Akah MlAs tesigned two veais I 
ago and at piesent wc aie out ot the 
democratic system 
Q Do vou think that the Prime 
Minister's announcement at flus 
sainiwala a tew weeks ago on the ' 
piomotion of economy in the state 
will help the people ot Punjab^ 

A rhete is no pioposal for the 
Them dam in the budget it was 
initially a Rs 300 croic pioiect, now 
It is a Rs 700 croie ptoject The 
government will not complete it in a 
yeai or two It will take ten seat s and | 
more than Rs 1,000 ciores to com I 
plete the pioject Punjab has been 
discriminated against and only a tew 
central projects have been given to , 
the st.ite tven in the protects which | 
Punjab got, the people ot the state 
hate not g(n employment lake for 
instance the Bhatinda Tcrtilisei 
Plant Ninety per cent ot the workeis 
m the plant aie not from Punjab All 
the pioiects should be employnient 
oriented for the people of Puiiiab 
Q Why do vou think politics can 
not he sepal ated tiom leligion in | 
Punjab^ 

A It IS our tradition 
Q Only Sikhs aic the Akah DaTs 
members Don't vou think the Dal is 
a communal parts ’ 

A It is not a communal party In | 
oui government there were so manv I 
Hindu ministers We even had a 
Muslim MLA j 
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Extremism by 
Desi gn 

For the Akali leader Prakash Singh Badol, being 
a hardliner now is the only way to survive in politics 


P olitical survival is most im¬ 
portant for every politician. 
A journalist • friend of the 
former Punjab chief minis¬ 
ter Prakash Singh Badai once 
observed; “For his political survival, 
Badai can go to any extent. He will be 
the first Akali leader to give a call for 
Khalistan as soon as he realises that 
it is essential for his political surviv¬ 
al.” Badai, known to be a moderate 
among the Akali leaders, was so 
agitated after Operation Bluestar 
that at a party meeting on 10 June 
last year in Chandigarh, he made an 
impassioned appeal that the Akali 
Dal should give a call fur Khalistan. 
BadaPs suggestion was, however, not 
accepted by a majority of the party 
leaders who attended the 10 June 
meeting. But this did not deter Badai 
from issuing a “highly provocative” 
statement jointly with Surjit Singh 
Barnala, former union minister in the 
Morarji Desai government, on 11 
June 1984. The next morning both 
the leaders were arrested from their 
homes in Chandigarh while they 
were planning to leave for Delhi for 
an interview with the BBC 
But today, after his 11-nionth de¬ 
tention, Badai looks a changed man. 
His stay in Panchmari jail in Madhya 
Pradesh has made him a bitter man. 
Although he is not agitated, he seems 
to be in a dilemma. His predicament 
was best captured in a cartoon in the 
Chandigarh Tribune which depicted 
a morose Badai brooding in front of a 
board on which two quotes were 
w'ritten. One was by Longowal (“Gov¬ 
ernment out to finish Sikhs”) and the 
other was by Tohra (“Akal Takht to 
be rebuilt”). In the cartoon Badai 
was saying: “Now it is my turn, what 
shall I say?” 

The Akali leader had reached his 
Chandigarh residence on the night of 
26 April after his release from the 
Madhya Pradesh jail. The same day, 
the Tribune published the cartoon, 
Badai addressed a press conference. 
It was a crowded press conference 
and the former Punjab chief minister 
began it in the typical style of an 
Akali leader. He said: “Sikhs have 
played the most significant role in 
the freedom of the country. They 


made the maximum sacrifices. It is 
unfortunate that the community 
which gave so much for the country 
was discriminated against im¬ 
mediately after independence.” He 
then continued his rhetoric with Op¬ 
eration Bluestar and the anti-Sikh 
riots. He argued: “The confidence of 
the Sikhs in the government stands 
totally shattered today. How can we 
have faith in a government which 
attacked the Akal Takht and the i 
Hari Mandir .Sahib, the two holiest of 
holy places of the Sikhs and then 
hatched a conspiracy to kill and loot 1 
and burn alike innocent Sikhs and | 
rape their women? The attack on the i 
Golden Temple is the greatest j 
tragedy of the world and the scars of 
the June army action in the Hari 
Mandir Sahib and the November 
riots will remain permanently in our 
hearts.” 

But the pressmen present wanted 
him to comment on the current situa¬ 
tion and on subjects like the assas¬ 
sination of Mrs Gandhi and the glor¬ 
ification of her assassins by his party 
colleagues. The former chief minis- 


Sikhs in Delhi demonstrate against Sant. 
Longowal’s visit 



ter was non-commital on virtually 
every controversial subject. Obvious¬ 
ly the newsmen were disappointed. 
They had already heard and reported 
a lot on the events following Opera¬ 
tion Bluestar and the November 
riots. They wanted something new 
from Prakash Singh Badai but he was 
not clear about the steps he would 
like the government to take to bring 
about normalcy in Punjab. He said 
he would like the government to take 
the “most liberal and bold steps” but 
was unable to spell out what the.se 
steps would be. 

However, when Badai was asked if 
he thought the November 1984 riots 
were a part of the emotional outburst ; 
of the people following the assassma- ! 
tion of Mrs Gandhi, he was flabber- 1 
gasted After a meditated pHu.se he 
said: “No, the November riots were ! 
preplanned, li was a conspiracy of 1 
the ruling party and the govern- | 
mem.” Later he parried questions on i 
the assassination of Mrs Gandhi. It 1 
was obvious that Badai like his other | 
Akali party colleagues was not ready ■ 
to condemn the murder ot the late | 
Prime Minister. Explained a Piinjab : 
watcher, "How can Badai condcino ' 
the killing of Mrs Gandhi’’' That will 
amount to signing his political death 
warrant. If he is to suivive in Sikh 
politics today, he will have to speak 
in the language of Bhindranwale who ; 
is the real hero of the Sikhs now.” ; 

When approached by St.NO.w for ; 
his comments on Bhindranwale, Bad- j 
al was non-committal. It is a fact I 
acknowledged too well in Akali cir- . 
cles that Badai hated the militant 
Sikh leader the most. In fact, the 
animosity between the two was such 
that both never spoke or greeted j 
each other. Today, Badai does not j 
know where to go. As the only Akali | 
leader who is respected by the Hin- i 
dus of Punjab, he cannot afford to | 
take a militant posture since he j 
knows well that without the support 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party, he 
stands no chance of forming a gov¬ 
ernment in Punjab. 

On the other hand, he has also 
started realising that the Sikhs in the ; 
state do not fancy moderate Akali 
leaders any more. The merger of the 
opposing factions in the Akali Dal 
into one unit to be managed by a 
nine-member ad hoc committee as 
announced in a sudden political de¬ 
velopment by Joginder Singh, father 
of Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale 
in Amritsar on 1 May, though re¬ 
jected by the Akali chief Sant Har- 
chand Singh Longowal the next day, 
is perhaps the first major step in the 
direction of challenging the moder¬ 
ate Akali leaders like Badai in the 
state. 

SaitfMV Gaur, Amrltaar 
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B^CECARE 
FOR MEN 




Gallant fl is a contemporaiy twin blade 
Shaving ^tem A veiy fine example 
of an internailonai concept with a strong 
appeal to well-groomed men 
Gallant II shaves you so closely that 
It leaves a perfectly smoom face 
One blade raises the bristte 
While the other cuts it clean 
No nicks, even if you shave 
with your eyes closed 
And you get mariy more 
shaves than what you 
have ever got from 
anything else 


It's the most convenierw shaving system 
with a metal razor head and sp^ 

The shaving angle of Gallant Q Is 
computer-selected and eiectronicaifyphssel 
Gallant D comes from people who have 
helped more men with satisfactory 
shaves than ariytxxty else 
m the busine<ss Menwhoareyl 
parocuiar about thetr appearaml 


Gallant B 

blade shaving sys tem 

As Mnique ^ tee. 












at home in tea plantations, 
covering the risks 
from bush to cup. 


Anything that affects the well-being 
of a Rs. 500 crore foreign exchange 
earner affects the well-being of the 
• hation. Excessive rains. Hailstorms. 
Herd of wild elephants. Pests and 
insects. Wild bush fire. Anything going 
wrong during processing. The 
uncertainties of tea production are 
simply too many to be left to chance. 

That’s why people who know, put 
their trust in National Insurance. 

While National is, essentially, an 
insurance company, it has field 
personnel who know the hazards of 
producing tea, inside out. 


National Insurance 
Company Limited 

. -j. w.. J/V SithMCiUtry f.d Genet Al ItMTiUratu e r Otpr' .UJ >ft oi b ci > > 

^ ProTesslona/s at work for the Natton 



Now, this makes a world of 
difference when you’re looking for 
insurance that provides 
comprehensive cover in high- 
investment, high-risk projects. 

National does it to your satisfaction. 

National Insurance. Well connected 
with India’s core industries. Not Just 
tea and Jute, but iron ores, steel, oil, 
shipping, chemicals—the lot. 
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Does your tubelight wink at you? 


Elektron doesn’t - because it means business. 

At the flick of a switch, an Elektron tubelight lights up 
at once. No flickering, no winking. 


When d tubelight flirkert., it ufcuaily means that the 
an inside a tubelight has either not stabilised or is 
rontaminated In an Elektron tubelight the raw 
materials that go into its making are minutely 
(hei ked and inspec ted to avoid such an eventuality 
Also we impose strict quality control at every stage 


of manufacture — with steps taken to eliminate any 
defect — however insignificant 

All of this adds up to make the best tubelight there 
IS Elektron 

And that's a fart you really can't wink at 


elektrdn 

Livewires in lightins 

Iximps, Fluoresieiii lubes fittings 
Halogen Lamps Mm urv Vapour 
and Sodium Vapour lamps 

Kalpana Lamp Components Private Limited 

P B No 1487. MadrasbOOOlS 
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Free in Indtoy Wante d Abroad 

Charles Sobhraj’s trials and tribulations are far from over 


C harles Sobhraj returned to 
Delhi’s Tees Hazari courts 
after eight years. On 5 July 
1977, a year after his sensa¬ 
tional arrest in the capital, Sobhraj 
had walked into the courts to face 
the sentence for the trail of crimes he 
had committed in India. That day 
Sobhraj had made a dramatic entr¬ 
ance into the courtroom. The news of 
his arrest had been flashed around 
the world and the Indian police had 
taken pride in closing the dragnet on 
’ one of the 20th century’s most 
dreaded criminals. On that day the 
flamboyant French national had 
faced the packed dusty court, sur¬ 
rounded by dozens of armed guards, 
chained down from his ankles. He 
was pinned down, at last, like a petty 
criminal After hoodwinking the 
police for over two decades Sobhraj 
was caught. 

j Eight years of captivitv in Indian 
I jails have not changed the criminal 
status of Sobhraj. When he walked 
into the same Tees Hazari courts on 
29 April this year, Sobhraj was a free 
man in India: all nine criminal cases 
I against him in India had been tried 
and the proceedings concluded. 
From being a wanted criminal in 
India, Sobhraj was now a fugitive 
criminal. He was still watii-d for 
crimes in other parts of the world. 
Though, at the time of his arrest in 
I 1976, Sobhraj was wanted in Pans, 

I Beirut, Kathmandu, Hong Kong and 
i Saigon besides othei cities, it was the 
government of Thailand which had 
requested for his extradition after 
his release from Karwar jail in Kar¬ 
nataka. The imposing iron gates of 
the prison opened and Sobhraj was 
handed over a warrant of arrest with 
orders to proceed to New Delhi 
where charges against him in Thai¬ 
land would be examined. The antici¬ 
pated days of freedom, which 
Sobhraj had already told his friends 
and jailers, would be spent in India, 
saw him once again behind bars. 

The government machinery had 
set itself in motion as the days of 
Sobhraj’s release from Karwar jail 
came close. Interpol had been 
alerted and a fresh warrant of arrest 
issued. The warrant issued to the jail 
superintendent of Karwar jail named 
Sobhraj alias Alain Gautier alias 
Daniel Chaunet as a “fugitive crimin- 
* al” wanted in connection with a 
series of crimes in Thailand. The 


warrant stated y‘The said Charles 
Sobhraj is facing trial in a criminal 
case No 272/79 of Karwar and is 
lodged in the district jail, Karwar, 
Karnataka, now Therefore, in ex¬ 
tradition of persons under Section 6 
of the Extradition Act of 1962, this 
open warrant of arrest is issued.’ 

The warrant for Sobhraj had been 
renewed by the Interpol regularly, so 
that he would not be able to escape 
captivity. At the Karwar jail, a police 
escort despatched from New Delhi 



J Charks Gurmukh Sobhnd 


waited to take Sobhraj to the capital 
and present him before the chief 
metropolitan magistrate. When 
Sobhraj was handed over to the offi¬ 
cials of the Central Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation (CBI), the superintendent of 
Karwar jail informed New Delhi ab¬ 
out his release. In a wireless message 
No JC/3/2162/8!>, the chief metropoli¬ 
tan magistrate Subhash Wason was 
informed: “The under-trial prisoner 
Charles Sobhraj has been handed 
over to police escort part' at Bel- 
gaum at 4.45 pm on 25 April 1985 
with a direction to produce him be¬ 
fore your court as required under 
open warrant of arrest issued on 21 
March 1985.” The message sent, 
Sobhraj began his journey to the 
capital in an armed convoy. Earlier, 
he had been declared medically fit to 
undertake the journey and had been 
granted permission by the magis¬ 
trate to spend Rs 92.65 on his way to 
Tihar central jail 
The 41-year-old fugitive criminal 
walked into the court of the chief 
metropolitan magistrate a few days 
later escorted by heavily armed 
guards of the Delhi police and in¬ 
spectors of the CBI. This time, 
however, Sobhraj was alone A few 
years ago, when he had visited the 
courts, there was excitement about 
his arrival for Sobhraj had arrived 
with his accomplices. Mane Andree 
Leclerc and Jean D. Luisme, who had 
been implicated with him in several 
cases. The courtroom had then been 
parked with people and mediamen 
from all over the world anxious to see 
the immaculately dressed French¬ 
man Last month, few knew who the 
visibly thinned and slightly balding 
criminal was. Except for the sprink¬ 
ling of Indian pressmen and the large 
posse of policemen who were escort¬ 
ing Sobhraj, his return went largely 
unnoticed. 

T he charges faced by Sobhraj in 
Thailand are still not known and, 
in fact, Sobhraj’s lawyers feel the 
government of Thailand may not 
have substantial evidence against 
him. Sobhraj himself had told au¬ 
thors of an autobiographical bonk, 
Life and Cnmes of Charles Sobhraj, 
Richard Neville and Julie Clarke, in 
the course of an interview: “In the 
unlikely event I will ever appear in 
court in Thailand, 1 will deny every¬ 
thing.” Now Sobhraj has contacted 
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C harles Gunnukh Soh}uti;<^i|^i* 
ed from the famiUnr ta$»e 
van. Quietly, languidly, htt walked, 
the few yards to the Katwar^Stdito 
court, fcdlowed, almost respeciiuUy 
by a posse of policemen. , was . 
10.30 am on the .mmroingjbf l^tar- . 
day 20 ApriL and So^hrajl, iaipec^^'. 
ably dres-sed, lotdced pe^ve. Ah 
hour later, the ^arwar district ' 
magistrate, B.N. Balakridtna read 
out the judgement in a okse in 
which Sobhraj was charged witii 
drugging and robbing three French 
nationals in Karwar, a decade ago. 

Charles Sobhraj, in many ways, 
has been a celebrated odminal in 
recent times. Born of mtihdiait 
father and a Vietnamese mother^ 
he has left a trail of sensational 
crimes across many cotmtries in the 
cowse of a flamboyant and .spm;- 
tacular life. Not even a decade in 
Indian jails appears to have broken 
his spirit. On this warm summer 
morning, Sobhraj was dimmed iih' 
maculately in a light blue coat and 
dark trousers. His dark hair, com- 
bed back, revealed a receding hair¬ 
line, and his eyes were steady be¬ 
hind dark glasses. But for the 
policemen who hovered around 
him, Sobhraj may well have been 
mistaken for a lawyer. 

He strolled casually into the 
room of the court superintendent, 
and presented him with a c(y)y of 
his book Serpentine. When he was 
approached by journalists for a 
chat, Sobhraj quickly answered, 
“Where? Shall we talk here or out¬ 
side?” “You see,” he drawled, “I 
have become quite famous after I 
wrote the book Serpentine. The 
other book Life and Crimes of 
Charles Sobhraj is being published 
by Pan Books. 1 think I am going to 
be writing a lot in future.” Sobhraj 
also revealed that he was going to 




V:V 

. .-L*-.JcL ■>!»•■ ! - -'.-...si.r.. .'._.>- ___ 








m a voice whidt l^s mbces of 9 ' 
JF^retmh accem. “It Is gmas ^ lie a ' 
case of acquitcal,* be said. There 
was no doo^ in Ms VQice.'Aad af^ 
that? Be has to ^ ego^ditioB 

proceedings and seems well pro- 
pmed tode so, “The Mdien gov^- 
meat wanted to pack me -off .to 
Uailand fwire befotre. But ^e tim 
Ihi court rejected the goventment^s 
plea both times on the grounds that 
there was no reqttest from tMs' Thai 
govenmtmit. Thk time there may 
be a request throc^ dii^matic 
diannels. bpt I camtot te extra¬ 
dited under ihe law since it ime- 
vents extradition of a furtive vdio 
has been detained for tnore i%an 
three months under Sectioii nine of 
the Extradition Act of ISdg,*' ■ ^ 

Charies Sobhraj is well vprsed In 
the Indian 1^1 code. He even 
argued his own case At 11.30 am, 
the conrt clerk called fpr Chades 
Sobhraj. The small courtroom was 
crammed with youi^ lawyers. From 
the dock, Soi^aj bowed gently 
before the magistrate. Even before 
Mr Balakrishna took up the judge¬ 
ment pap^, SoMiraj began spew¬ 
ing, bringing to the notum of tim 
court a “smious incident” in -the 
Karwar jail in the early hours <d 18 
April. A woman prisoner had been 
raped and Spbhraj wanted the 
magistrate to take up the case. Mr 
Balakrishna asked Sobhraj to file a 
petition. He then took up the judg- 


'operate pordmis 1 ^*' 
jodgmei^ ^bht^ 
^l^e^:no9 .tosmds the end w»s.. 

^^datively.TfaB" judg- 
ni^’:.W«s SmWKY vM yeriwse. It " 
"mridence- ied in by the 
M nm suffrdent te 
fH^mued with the offence. 
iisi^ .he an Moment of trurii 
p dm proaedition^s sto^ 
^.a^tmaad. But between ‘may be 
%ra«*.iu!td mnust be true’ there is an 
inevitable, long distance to be 
traversed and the whole of this 
distance must be coovered by the 
prosecution with legal, reliable and 
unimpeKhable evidence...The in- 
vestf^tilcm in a case of this nature 
should be like a spider’s web, leav¬ 
ing no emt for the real culprit to 
slip away. I have no option in this 
case except to hold that the accused 
is entitled to be acquitted and 
order the accused be acquitted for 
ihe offences charged under section 
120S, 328. 392 and 388 ol the IPC 
an d Section 14 of the Foreigners 
Act...” 

By noon on 20 April, Sobhraj was 
acquitted of drugging and robbing 
throe French nationals. It was his 
ninth case on Indian soil and no¬ 
thing had been proved against him 
Many one of the cases. But Sobhraj 
was a free man only for a moment. 
As he came opt of the court premis¬ 
es, he was arrested again, on orders 
front the Delhi metropolitian 
magisfrate in connection with the j 
mecroMtioa proceedings. The 41- j 
year rdd Sobhraj, who was aware of i 
Mm hnpcading arrest, took it calm¬ 
ly Be had ilnoa almost nine years 
ha Bvdhan jaBs and win be going 
bwk te Delhi now. 


his lawyers to examine the charges 
faced by him in that country. 

Details of criminal charges faced 
by Sobhraj in Thailand were re¬ 
ceived by the Indian authorities on 
22 August 1984. There are other 
documents too which will provide the 
evidence against Sobhraj and they 
are presently lying in a sealed en¬ 
velope with the chief metropolitan 
magistrate. They will be examined 
only when the extradition proceed¬ 
ings commence. The request for his 
extradition has been made by the 
Thai government for charges of mur 


der, attempt to murder, theft and 
recovering stolen property, forgery 
and using forged documents. The 
warrant of arrest was issued by Gen. 
Montchai Pankongchwen, deputy 
director-general, Thai police depart¬ 
ment on 20 May 1976. The warrant 
has been issued under criminal code 
B.E. 2477, Article S8 of the Thai 
police law which states: “When 
arrested, the subject is to be turned 
over to the Royal Thai police depart¬ 
ment. He is to be brought to trial 
within 20 year.* (from 16 December 
1975 to 15 December 1995).” 


When Sobhraj was arrested in New 
Delhi in 1976 there were a dozen 
criminal charges ranging from mur¬ 
der, attempted murder, drugging, 
forgery and attempted forgery 
against him. He was wanted for the 
sensational Asoka hotel robbery case 
of 1971, after which he had managed 
to escape from the clutches of the 
Indian police from a hospital in Bom¬ 
bay. He was charged with the murder 
of a French national Tete Bruno and 
another foreigner, Luke Solomon. 
Sobhraj was expected to be detained 
in Indian prisons for up to 15 years. 
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After the extradition request was 
received, the Indian authorities had 
first to ascertain whether the crimes 
committed by Sobhraj abroad were 
cognisable in India and whether the 
Indian government could allow 
Sobhraj to be extradited on those 
charges to Thailand, In a letter to the 
chief metropolitan magistrate, P.R 
Thakur, the joint secretary in the 
ministry of external affairs (No S/ 
413/12/76) informed that the Extradi¬ 
tion Act of 1962 has been made 
applicable to Thailand with effect 
from 17 May 1982 and that the gov¬ 
ernment of Thailand should depute a 
police officer from Bangkok to pio- 
cecd with the extradition case 
against Charles Sohhiai. 

When the request was made by the 
Thai government, extradition pro¬ 
ceedings were initialed againsi both 
Charles Sobhrai and his Canadian 
girlfriend, Marie Andree, who also 
faced charges of atu-mpted murder, 
forgery and using forged documents 
Marie Andree was arresiod along 
with Sobhiai in 1976 when thev were 
drugging French tom ists in Vikrani 
hotel. She was awaiting trial in Tihai 
lail when ii wa.s discovered thai she 
had cancer She was ailowcd lo leave 
India for rieatmeni in 1983 .After a 
yeai in hospital in Canada, Mane 
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t harles Sobhraj being led to court in New Delhi 


I Andree died. The high commission ot 
j India at Ottawa, Canada, informed 
i the Indian authorities that exiradi- 
j tion cases could bo terminated be- 
1 cause she had died 
j Even after his arre.st and subse- 
I quent captivity in Indian jails. 



j March 1978, he won a court action to 
I have his chains and leg-irons re 
i moved while he was confined to his 


j ceil. He took legal action in France to 
oppose the granting of custody of his 
only child, Madhu, to his first wife, 
Chantal. Later he married an Amer¬ 
ican writer, Shireeii Walker, inside 
his prison cell. He continued to be at 
the receiving end of media attention 
and is already the subject of several 
books. He has already been 
approached by prominent Hollywood 
producers to be allowed to film the 
criminal record of Alain Gautier. 

Rffu SitHn, Maw Dalhi 
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The Controversial Pipeline 

Siiam Progetti, an Italian firm, has manipulated a government contract 


in its favour 

T echnological cooperation be¬ 
tween India and Italy dates 
back to the Fifties. But the 
scenario has changed today: 
the presence of Italian firms in India 
had never been so deeply resented 
then. Before the Maruti-Suzuki craze 
set in, the Italian Fiat, manufactured 
by Premier Automobiles was consi¬ 
dered the better car available within 
the country. Lambretta and Vespa, 
the two popular makes of scooters, 
too, were the products of the coop¬ 
eration. The climate, however, 
changed suddenly in 1980. Rajiv 
Gandhi's marriage to Sonia Maino of 
Italy had not created any ripples in 
the Indian public opinion till all of a 
sudden in 1980 an Italian firm, Snam 
Progetti, managed to manipulate de¬ 
cisions in New Delhi in its favour. 
Snam Progetti had been associated 
with India since the 1960s but the 
award of the contracts for the Thai 
Vaishet Fertiliser Plant of the Rash- 
triya Chemicals and Fertilisers Ltd 
in 1980 suddenly saw Snam Progetti 
in the centre of a controversy. The 
award of the turnkey contract for the 
1,719 km-long Hazira-Bijaipur- 
Jagdishpur (HBJ) gas pipeline, by 
which gas from the Bombay High will 
be taken to fertiliser units located in 
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan 
and Uttar Pradesh, has again shot 
Snam Progetti into the limelight. The 
government of Rajiv Gandhi has 
faced Its first scathing criticism in 
the press and in Parliament due to 
the HBJ pipeline contract. 

Why is the Snam Progetti deal 
being criticised? Its Delhi repre¬ 
sentative, Ottavio Quattrocchi, who 
has been in India for the past 16 
years, is known as a close family 
friend of Rajiv and Sonia Gandhi. 
The intimacy of the friendship can be 
judged from the fact that on several 
occasions in the recent years when 
the Maino family had visited India, 
they had stayed as guests of Quat¬ 
trocchi in his house at 63, Friends 
Colony in South Delhi. Quattrocchi, 
according to allegations made by 
Members of Parliament, has been 
enjoying considerable clout in New 
Delhi and has been able to influence 
government decisions in his favour 
due to his connections with the 
Prime Minister’s family. In the Rajya 


Sabha, while Suresh Kalmadi has 
referred to the HBJ deal as being an 
issue of “in-laws and outlaws” (refer¬ 
ring to the in-laws in Italy), Shyam 
Sundar Mohapatra, former AICC(I) 
gtfneral secretary who was expelled 
from the party last year, has charged 
that Quattrocchi has been holding 
ministers to “ransom.” On 30 April, 
initiating a call attention motion on 
the subject, Mohapatra said, “A pre¬ 
vious minister, who is no more in the 
ministry told me that Mr Quattrocchi 
used to dictate terms to the ministers 
and secretaries.” The fact that the 
resident director of Snam Progetti 
was a powerful person has been the 
subject of many whispers in the 
corridors of power. Last year, after 
Rajiv Gandhi dropped some minis¬ 
ters of the Indira Gandhi cabinet 
after taking over, one of the dropped 
ministers had narrated to this corres¬ 
pondent his experience with Ottavio 
Quattrocchi. According to him, one 
day he received a phone call from an 
aide of Rajiv Gandhi, then an AIC- 
C(I) general secretary, asking him to 
meet Quattrocchi. The caller wanted 
the minister to meet the Italian 
businessman some time in the after¬ 
noon that day. As the minister had 
invited a state Governor for lunch, he 
informed the caller that he certainly 
would meet Quattrocchi, but not that 
day. He asked the caller to inform 
Quattrocchi that he would be given 
an appointment provided Quattroc¬ 
chi telephoned the minister’s office. 
But within half-an-hour Quattrocchi 
arrived at the minister’s residence. 
Apparently after having asked the 
Rajiv Gandhi aide to phone the 
minister, assuming that he never was 
turned down, the Snam representa¬ 
tive had driven over to the minister’s 
home. The minister had no option 
but to disrupt his lunch with the 
Governor and talk to the Italian 
businessman. 

Neither Italy, nor Snam Progetti 
had been criticised in the Fifties, 
Sixties or the Seventies. The differ¬ 
ence in the Eighties has been the 
Quattrocchi factor. Apparently some 
people have mastered the game of 
name dropping. And their activities, 
though not entirely imperceptible, 
have been allowed tO go on. If the 
Rajiv Gandhi government is being 


criticised for the HBJ deal today, 
then the Quattrocchi factor is to 
blame. But the fact is that Snam and 
Quattrocchi had got away with the 
Thai Vaishet deal in 1980, when 
bypassing the recommendations of 
not one but two secretarial commit¬ 
tees (including a review committee) 
Haldor Topsoe, a Snam subsidiary 
was awarded the contract. When K.P. 
Unnikrishnan exposed the Thai 
Vaishet deal in the Lok Sabha, by 
placing incriminating oificial files on 
the tab’ ■'* the House, no one took 
notice of the daylight robbery which 
was laid threadbare. What did the 
press, which is crying hoarse over the 
HBJ deal, do when ,Se Thai Vaishet 
scandal broke? With the exception of 
dailies like Business Standard, most 
sections of the media tooK a cavalier 
attitude. Instead of exposing the 
deal, they went along with the gov¬ 
ernment propaganda that “spying” 
was going on: a former sheriff of 
Bombay, Narendra Kapadia, his 
nephew Nanak Sheth (son of a dis¬ 
tinguished retired civil servant) and 
a host of other employees of Protos 
Engineering (who represented the 
US firm, C.F. Braun, which had been 
selected initially by the high- 
powered committees and then sud¬ 
denly left out in the cold) are till 
today facing prosecution under the 
Official Secrets Act. The charge 
against them is that they stole the 
files which were placed by Unnik¬ 
rishnan in the Lok Sabha. (There is a 
Speaker’s ruling in Parliament, given 
when a series of exposures had been 
made in the Fifties and the Sixties by 
Feroze Gandhi, Homi Daji and S.M. 
Banerji, which justifies the stealing 
of government files for the purposes 
of exposures in Parliament. 
Apparently the Feroze Gandhi spirit 
was sought to be curbed in the Lok 
Sabha when the Thai Vaishet pro¬ 
secutions were launched). Had the 
warning of Thai Vaishet been heeded 
to by the government, then the HBJ 
furore could have been avoided. 


W hat are the implications of the 
HBJ deal? A decision was taken 
in September 1984, during the last 
days of the Indira Gandhi regime, 
that the prestigious pipeline project 
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would be executed by two public 
sector firms, the Engineers India Ltd I 
(EIL) and the Gas Authority of India 
Ltd (GAIL) The GAIL, in fact, had 
been set-up on the eve of Independ 
ence Day last year, with the objec 
tive of achieving self reliance in the 
field of laying pipelines The deci 
Sion to handover the project to the 
EIL-GAIL combine is now sought to 
be negated by incorporating a turn 
key approach EIL and G,/!^ were 
involving foreign firms, notably a 
reputed Dutch firm, Gas Unie, but a 
major portion of the project work 
was to be handled by Indian firms 
While the 1,7} 9 km pipeline was 
being laid, India was to acquire its 
indigenous technology in the field In 
the turnkey approach, the contractor 
who IS given the contract, though on 
paper still under the control of the 
EIL GAIL combine, will call the 
shots The technological advantage 
in terms of gaining experience and 
knowhow while Rs 9,000 crores are 
spent, will be negligible for the Indi 
an firms due to the turnkey 
approach Snam Progetti had played 
It cool in the initial days of the deal 
when Mrs Indira Gandhi was alive 
The turnkey approach favours the 
Italian firm While money is spent o> ' 
the Indian government, the gainer . 
would be ihe Italian contractor 1 
While setting its eyes on the 21st i 
century, India can hardlv afford the 
luxury of not developing sell 
reliance in a vital field like the 
laying of the HB] pipeline The move 
to scuttle the efforts of the self 
reliance lobby was initiated in the 
latter part of 1984 The then energy 
minisher, P Shiv Shanker, and the 
finance minister, Pranab Mukherjee, 
i stood in the way of the EIL GAIL 
deal getting through (By some 
coincidence, both these gentlemen 
are now in the Rajya Sabha as mem 
bers from Gujarat When Pranab 
Mukherjee failed to win elections in 
West Bengal, he was elected from 
Gujarat Shiv Shanker, after failing 
to win from his home state, Andhra 
Pradesh, has also come to Parliament 
via Gujarat People, who have to 
depend on unusual patronage to re 
mam in Parliament can be pliable 
when the powers that be want them 
to be) 

Snam Progetti’s gam in the HBJ 
pipeline could spell doom for the 
plans of many Indian firms The 
eight-month old GAIL has been busy 
employing personnel who have ex 
pertise m the field of laymg pipe 
lines The turnkey decision will make 
these recruitments unnecessary The 
Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL) 
^has been busy acquiring knowhow 
for the supply and installation of 


Map showing the HBJ pipeline route 


cathodic piotection system (to pre 
vent corrosion of the pipeline) Along 
wiih Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd 
(HAL), BHEL was to manufaiture 
compressors for the HBJ pioject 
Besides, other public sector com 
panies, like the Telecommunications 
Consultants India Ltd (TCIL), Elec 
tronic Corporation (ECIL), Rail India 
Technical and Engineering Services 
(RITES), and a private firm, Audeo, 
were also gearing up to meet the 
requirements of the HBJ project 
The turnkey decision will put all the 
plans of these companies into the 
wastepaper basket 
The first of the six fertiliser plants 
at Bijaipur in Guna district of 
Madhya Pradesh is like y to be ready 
by the end of 198(> The way the 
decision regarding the HBJ deal is 
being changed, it is unlikely that the 
pipeline would be ready by the time 
the Bijaipur unit is completed (In 
ihe original schedule, given by the 
EIL GAIL combine, the pipeline was 
to be ready before the Bijaipur plant 
was operative Then the criticism 
was that the Hazira Bijaipur section 
of the pipeline would lie unutilised 
for a while Now it is reverse the 
fertiliser plant would suffer instead ) 
The ambitious plans of taking Bom 
bav High gas to Uttar Pradesh to run 
feitiliser plants at Bijaipur, 
Sawaimadhcpur, Jagdishpur (in Ra 
jiv Gandhi’s constituency, Amethi), 


Shahjahanpui, Aonla and Bubiala, 
may be jeopardised for a while due 
to the sudden decision in favour of 
Snam Progetti 

Ihe HBJ proieit however is not 
the first instance of self reliance 
being neglected The projects and 
designs division of the Fertiliser Cor 
porarton at Sindri had faced similar 
experience some years ago The Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi regime is not the only 
culprit in this legard One of the first 
decisions of the Janata government’s 
steel mmistei, Biju Patnaik in Maich 
1977 was to reverse the decision on 
the second cold rolling mill of the 
Bokaro Steel Plant Self reliance was 
given the go by and under the Janata 
minister’s orders, an American mill 
was put at the Soviet aided Bokaro 
plant In the di\s of the Janata 
government the protection and the 
preference tii joyed bv public sector 
units in the country was done away 
with The jiublic sector was told to 
“compete ’’ While competition is a 
healthy trend, having spent govern 
ment’s resources to set up an unit, is 
It prudent to starve it of orders just 
for the sake of “competition ’’ The 
instance of the Gas Authority of 
India, which within eight months of 
Its existnce has been hit by “competi¬ 
tion” best highlights the plight of the 
Indian public sector today 

1 ShubhabratB BhatUehmym, Mew OMM 
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Bind (•ittiiig In tl* centre) and hb gang ptiotagraphcd in their hideout in January 1985 

Is Mohan Bind Dead? 


Quite, say the Bihar police though few believe them 


A round 8 pm on 30 April, a 
brief wireless message 
beamed out from the 
Adhaura police station at 
the foot of the dacoit-infested 
kaimur range in Bihar’s Rohtas dis¬ 
trict: “A number of criminals have 
escaped with the body of Mohan Bind 
and burnt it at a spot 28 kms east of 
Sarki village. His bones,’ a burnt 
silver ring and a length of burnt 
string were recovered from the spot. 
These articles have also been identi¬ 
fied by the villagers.” No police 
officer could say how exactly the 
bandit with an award of Rs 25,000 on 
his head had been killed. The police 
had not shot him, but they were 
certain he was dead. For the record, 
there is nothing to prove this. Was 
the encounter staged to enable Bind 
to re-enter normal life without facing 
the law? Chances are that no one will 
ever know. 

Mohan Bind was a dreaded name 
in Rohtas. A 36-year-old former road¬ 
building contractor who had tried 
hard to lead a lawful life but found 
himself unable to suffer injustice at 
the hands of a set of unscrupulous 
mahajans (moneylenders) and 
thekedars (middlemen), he took to 


terror to have his way. For four 
years, that was how he ‘ruled’ 
Rohtas, a black cane in one hand and 
a whip in the other—never a gun. No 
forest thekedarsiwho buy forest pro¬ 
duce from tribals and sell them in the 
towns) could do business in the area 
without his regal ‘protection’—which 
meant a handsome cut of the pro¬ 
fits—and no poor man needed to go 
to a lawcourt or the police for justice; 
all he had to do was hand over a chit 
to Mohan Raja and the prayer would 
be answered. If Raja Babu had to 
kill, he always borrowed a gun from 
an associate. And though the police 
dispute the fact that the bandit was a 
man of unsullied character—they ac¬ 
cuse him of being a habitual rapist— 
two journalists who met him in the 
hills in January 1985 confirm that he 
had great respect for women, and 
always helped the poor. To the peo¬ 
ple of Rohtas, the poor and down¬ 
trodden, he was popular as a do- 
gooder, affectionately called Mohan 
Raja or Raja Babu. He belonged to a 
low caste (Binds are boatmen) and 
saw Rajput and Brahmin landlords as 
his arch enemies. 

Bind’s death is shrouded in mys¬ 
tery, in spite of the police’s version of 


the incident. According to Bihar’s 
DIG (anti-dacoity), K.D. Singh, Bind 
had a concubine named Chhoti Devi, 
who is the sister of Hardul Prasad 
alias Bhairul Prasad. Chhoti Devi’s 
daughter was to get married on 29 
April, and it was to make arrange- . 
ments for the marriage that Bind and 
his gang had reached the village of 
Sarki, under the Adhaura police sta¬ 
tion. “Recently,” the DIG said, “one 
of Bind’s chief lieutenants, Hakim 
Miya and four of his associates had 
been killed by the villagers. Bind 
chose not to enter the village but stay 
at a safe distance, in the outskirts.” 
Bind and his gang were given food by 
the villagers and they spent the night 
of 27 April at the spot outside the 
village where they camped. That 
night, three of the bandit’s own 
associates, who were spying for the 
police, shot Bind. The rest of the 
gang thought it to be a police attack. 

They retreated, took cover in a ditch 
and fired back at the attackers. But 
there was no counterfire. After an 
hour or so, when they still found no 
sign of retaliation, they rushed to the 
spot where they had camped, foimd 
Bind in a pool of blood, carried him 
on a cot for some distance, “but when 
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they found him dead, they aban¬ 
doned the tot and carried away the 
dead body ” Mr Singh said, “Polite, 
on receiving information, reached 
the place of occurrence (PO) and 
from the vicinity of the PO recovered 
one police rifle, one DBBL English 
gun, one SBBL countrymade gun, 
large quantities of live and empty 
ammunition, and a good quantity of 
medicines being used by the gang 
There was also a lot of blood around 
Blood was also found in the line of 
retreat It has been established 
beyond doubt that Mohan Bind has 
died ” The police, Mr Singh said, had 
examined the blood befoie reaching 
this conclusion Two members of the 
gang were arrested in suspicious tir 
I cumstances 

I The articles lecoveied from the 
( spot include six 12 bore live car 
tiidges eighteen 12 bore empty car 
' tridges, eight 30^ empty cartridges, 
23 ntk carriidges five US car 
I tridges, in addition to a suit, a pai*" of 
' chappals bedcovers ttc , a bag with 
a huge quantity of different types of 
medicines two foam leather belts 
with cartridges and two jeiricans 
containing some Iiqttoi 
1 ollowing the lecovery of 'hese 
, articles a series of police raids were 
made 111 the ]ungles nearby The area 
was scoitied foi the body Mr Singh 
I himself had not received information 
I about any ‘temains’ recovered, de 
' spite the wireless message from 
I Adhauia ‘We want to capture the 
1 body in whatever state it is he said 
“but I am definite about one thing, 
that he has been killed 

Most of the villagers gave the gang 
food, Mr Singh said not because they 
loved Mohan Bind, but out of feai 
I 'The sarpaiich of Sarl-i, Punarwasi 
Yadav, foi instance, had helped the 
gang toi fear of his life, he said 
Yadav had latet confirmed Bind’s 
death to the police 
What IS the legal position on the 
bandit’s death’ Does the police have 
to establish his death with enough 
supportive evidence’ “Nobodv has 
yet lodged a complaint in a police 
station saying that he has been killed 
by a specific oi unknown person So 
all the facts relating to his death 
have been put into the station diary 
At some point of time, his wife may 
come and say that he has been killed 
ft we have some facts on record, latei 
on we can go in for a case and arrest 
the accused The law has to follow its 
own course, because, after all a 
human life has been lost, whether be 
be a dacoit or somebody else,” Mr 
Singh said Till now, our inquiries 
reveal that he has been killed,” he 
. added “But to prove that conclusive 
ly in a court of law, we will have to 
present evidence—portions of his 
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dead body, identification marks This 
IS an expert’s job ’’ 

Bind was a man of medium height, 
and wheatish complexion Acrorcfing 
to police records, his gang, about 
40 strong, operated largely in Sasar 
am, Rohtas, Chenari, Chand, Bhag 
wanpur, Bhabua and Nauhatta 
blocks The only photograph still m 
the possession of the police is a file 
picture, about three years old Two 
young journalists who had met him 
in January IBS'? affirm that he is not 
the sexual peivert the police make 
him out to be Although he has been 
involved with women, he would pro 
tect their honour and often avenge 
rape on behalf of the victim A 



Mohan Bind 


legend in Sasarani, Mohan Kaja also 
inspired great confidence among the 
local population who went out of 
their way to help him and never 
divulged information about him to 
the police, desoite repealed ques 
tinning—which made tracking him 
Jitficult 

The two journalists, photographer 
Krishan Murari Kishan and Ravivar’s 
Patna correspondent, Vikas Kumar 
Jha, had managed to establish con 
t. ct with the bandit after lust one 
visit to a vill ige near the hills They 
weie lucky enough to have got in 
touch with the light peison—a 
thi^kedai —^in a tea stall where they 
spent several days, waiting for a clue 
to the location of the gang The 


thekedar knew Bind well—as all 
thekedan in the Kaimur hills must, 
thanks to the bandit’s ‘protection’, 
and eventually managed to spend a 
night with the gang and interview 
Bind, besides taking a lot of exclu¬ 
sive photographs (printed with this 
story) 

Both Jha and Kishan believe the 
bandit is definitely alive The reason, 
they say, is that some articles which 
Bind always earned with him were 
never found by the police a black 
cane and a hunter, besides a number 
of papers in his bag “Bind never 
woie a silver ring but one made of 
gold, with a stone embedded in it,” 
Kishan recalled 

Mohan Bind was also a devout 
Shiva worshippei He shot into 
notoriety first with the massacre of 
seven persons in Darigwan ^ i 6 
November 1981 Kidnapping for i an 
som was one of hts mator sources of 
money A constant irritant to him for 
Jong was his old enemy Dharamdeo 
Kharwai, who led a dozen strong 
gang in the Kaimui hills Kharwai 
had escaped from the Bhabu,,' tail cm 
20 May 1983 and killed Satiughan 
Bhai of the Banwasi Seva Kendi a and 
kidnapped Rat Kumai Choubey of 
Bhagwanpui, who was later released 
for a ransom ol Rs 3,(>00 and four 
quintals of nee Owing to constant 
friction between Bind and Kharwar, ' 
Bind became an enemy of the entire ^ 
Kharwar (a tribal caste) community j 
in the area late in 1984, Kharwar’s | 
gang killed two ot Bind’s associates I 
In retaliation Bind set fire to three 
houses of a Kharwar village Ten 
people were burnt alive People de 
settl'd the village tn paint later, 
Kharwar and a few members of his 
gang were killed by villagers There 
was an award of Rs 20,000 on hts | 
head For quite some time, the police 
seemed moit keen on capturing 
Kharwar than Bind, because his 
escape from prison was an insult to 
them Another gangster Ramashish 
Bind, Mohan Bind’s pi edecessoi, was 
also a major police irritant With his 
death, too, Mohan Bind giew into the 
most redoubtable gangster of 
Rohtas 

“We have viewed him as a terror in 
the Kaimut hills who worked in an 
almost impenetrable area,” said the 
IG (CID) S N Roy “Theie is a road 
UD to Adhaura onlv, although the 
area is not so inhospitable now But 
Bind had become more important 
after the death ot Kharwai and his 
associates We were about to launch 
a full scale drive against him Now it 
IS not necessary But we want to 
ensure that no one takes his mantle 
Wc hear ht has a fathei, or uncle 
somewhere ” 

NIrmal MHn, Satanm 
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AICC(I) SESSION 

Following a Socialist Path 

Hajiv Gandhi reaffirms the importance of the pubJir sector 


F rom 6 December 1980 to 4 May 
1985, the history of the 100 year 
old Congress movement had re 
corded many upheavals Raiiv Gan 
dhi had attended the All India Con 
gress Committee session of the Con 
gress(I), held at New Delhi’s Talka 
tora Stadium, as a special invitee on 
6 December 1980 In the same venue 
on 4 Mav, he sat in the presidential 
seat and his election as the Congres 
s(l) president by the Congress Work 
ing Committee on 12 November 1984 
was approved by the session with 
thundeious applause In the period 
between the two AICC(I) sessions 
held at the Talkatora stadium, many 
things have changed The most no 
ticeable change was the lack of in 
teiest in the proceedings shown by 
the delegates The attendance was 
poor by AlCC session standaids 
In fact in the late hours of 4 May, 
when Raiiv Gandhi and his entour 
age left the session around 7 00 pm, 
theie was hardly anyone present to 
listen to the speeches Lack of inner 
party discussions haye apparently 
taken their toll on the Congress(I) 


While this party is the largest and 
the most representative political 
organisation inthe country, politics of 
nomination and the resultant shun 
ning of organisational elections have 
made it a mute body Before the 
AICC session began, there was talk 
of “open criticism” of the party’s 
functioning While many Congiess 
men admit in priyate conyersations 
that there was much to be desired in 
the party’s functioning, none have 
the political courage to speak the 
truth when given a forum The AICC 
session’s first day, therefore went off 
without any highlights being re 
corded 

Ihc Uttar Pradesh chief minister 
Naravan Dutt Tiwari, was given the 
honour of moving the political te 
solution A person who seemed to 
haverehabilitaled himself on this day 
was Pranab Kumar Mukhiijee After 
a few months in oblivion Mukheriee 
was appointed president of the West 
Bengal PCC(I) last month Bv being 
asked to speak on the salient points 
of the economic lesolution in the 
AICC session, Mukherjee returned to 


centrestage Another person who 
seemed to be heading for rehabilita 
tion was the former Karnataka chief 
minister, R Gundu Rao His pre 
sence on the podium on the first day 
raised many eyebrows 

Rajiv Gandhi’s presidential 
address was significant The recent 
criticism of the government, that it 
was neglecting the public sector and 
deviating away from the path of 
socialism, was tactfully tackled by 
the Congress(I) president He said 
that he did not believe in socialism 
which would make everyone equally 
poor Reiterating that the objective 
of socialism, as set by Jawaharlal 
Nehiu was still the guiding princi 
pie, Rajis Gandhi said, “We have to 
laise the standaid of the pooiest in 
the country We have to see how to 
I make the lifi of the most depressed 
people a little b« ttei As Gaiidhiji 
I said we cannot be satisfied nil we 
have wiped t\erv teai from eveiy 
(vt The young parts president 
diose home his point by sasini Our 
idea of socialism is that e i > one 
must get richer He replied ni fus 
critics, who hast been complaiiuni. 

I that the pnvate sector was being 
boosted while the public secroi was 
I suffering, by saying that while the 
I yiial role of the public sectot cannot 
be overlooked, the gosernmeiit had 
taken some steps to impiove the 
industis which should not be inter 
preted as ‘pandering to the piivate 
sector ’ 

There was some confusion after 
the presidential address due to lefer 
ences made to Pakistan’s nuclear 
weapons programme He said ‘We 
feel that they (Pakistan) ai e develop 
ing a nucleai weapon ” This Rajiv 
Gandhi said, had compelled India to 
“look into various aspects of this 
question and to see what action we 
should take ” This was interpreted 
by some as saying that India would 
review its nuclear policy of confining 
to peaceful uses of nuclear energy 
Latei in the day, defence minister 
PV Narasimha Rao issued a clar 
ification, which denied that the inter 
pretation of the speech could be that 
India would reconsider its stand on 
nucleai weapons 

There was a change in the atmos 
phere of the session It was more 
businesslike On 6 Decembei 1980, 
when Mis Indira Gandhi had reached 
the dais, the chairman of the recep 
tion committee, H K L Bhagat, had 
shouted on the microphone, “Afa a 
gayi (Mother has come) ” Absence of 
sycophantic slogans in the 4 May 
session was a major departure from 
the past 

A Special Correepeadent, New Delhi 
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GUJARAT 

A State Tur moil _ 

No plans for state's silver jubilee celebrations 


F ounded in 1960. tjujarat rang in 
its silver jubilee year without 
any fanfare on 1 May this year. There 
were no official celebrations to mark 
the day as both the government and 
the people were dazed by the shock 
of the policemen’s revolt on 22 April 
and the scars caused by the two-and- 
a-half month-long anti-reservation 
agitation that has by now assumed 
various dimensions throwing the en¬ 
tire state into a turmoil. To confuse 
the situation further, employees of 
the state government opened one 
more front by demanding the im¬ 
mediate publication of an official 
committee’s report on the reserva¬ 
tion-related roster system for promo¬ 
tion. 

When a rally of the employees iir 
Gandhinagar went to the Raj Bhavan ^ 
to submit a memorandum demanding ! 
the publication of the Sadhwani 1 
Panel’s report, things took a turn for | 
the worse. The non-backward class 
employees have been complaining 
for some years that the roster system 
gave preferential treatment to the 
backward class employees in service. 

The employees charged that 3.“? of 
their leaders, including women, were 
severely beaten up by the police 
while they were returning from the 
rally. As many as 23 had to be taken 
to hospital The next day, on 30 April, 
the secretariat employees went on a 
lightning strike demanding action 
against the police officials respoiin 
ble for beating up their leaders. The 
trouble came just as normalcy was 
returning to halfra-dozen cities in¬ 
cluding Ahmedabad. The govern¬ 
ment immediately opened negotia¬ 
tions with the union leaders of the 
secretariat employees but little prog¬ 
ress was reported till the time of 
writing on 3 May. By this time, the ire 
of the statewide unions had already 
been roused and a call for mass 
casual leave on 3 May, followed up 
by a strike from 6 May, by some four 
lakh state employees was issued. On 
2 May, former minister of state for 
finance and planning, Harihar Kham- 
bholja, who had gone to the Gandhi¬ 
nagar civil hospital to inquire into 
the health of the union leaders who 
had been beaten up was himself 
roughed up by some angry govern¬ 
ment employees. 

The state government, which had 
originally consented to the setting up 
of a two-member panel by the Gu¬ 
jarat High Court to look into the 


charges of police brutality in the 
Khadia-Raipur areas of the city, had 
second thoughts after the police¬ 
men’s revolt on 22 April and moved 
the Supreme Court for a stay. The 
genesis of the press versus police 
confrontation lies in the 20 April 
order of the High Court setting up 
the panel. Policemen were angry that 
citizens had filed writ petitions 
against their officials in court using 
newspaper accounts of the alleged 
atrocities as the basis. The killing of 
the head constable, K. Laxman De- 
sai, on 22 April took place in Raipur 
after the High Court appointed team 
ha4 just completed its work in the 


area. 

The state government moved the 
Supreme Court towards the close of 
April against the 20 April order of 
the High Court, although it was a 
parry to the order because it had 
even nominated a secretary, P.P. 
Rathod, as one of the two members of 
the panel. On 1 May, the Supreme 
Court bluntly told the stale govern¬ 
ment that although courts normally 
did not interfere they had the juris¬ 
diction in extreme situations to set 
up probes. At the time of filing this 
report, the state government’s plea 
had still not been finally disposed of. 
But the observations of the Supreme 
Court when it first heard the plea 
were revealing enough. It said that a 
commission of inquiry must be 
appointed even if 50 per cent of the 
allegations of police atrocities in 
Ahmedabad were correct. 

On the state government’s move to 
challenge the High Court’s order 
even after it had been a party to it. 


the Chief Justice observed; “When 
you (the state government) want to 
defuse the situation, the judges come 
in handy. But when it gets out of 
control, you hold the judges responsi¬ 
ble. The Supreme Court cannot per¬ 
mit this.” 

On the political front, the Solanki 
government kept drawing suste¬ 
nance from the repeated asse-tions 
of the central leaders that the chief 
minister would not be removed, nor 
would President’s rule be imposed. 
There has been speculation about 
the fate of the ministry, especially 
because the Governor, B.K. Nehru, 
had been summoned back to Gandhi¬ 
nagar, cutting short his leave abroad. 
Solanki and his supporters were 
however, confident of riding out the 
storm. They kept emphasising thejr 
view that the anti-reservation stir 
had been kept alive with a poliiical 
motive behind it. 


The agitators who had suspended 
their stir in the wake of the police 
revolt announced that they would 
resume their activities with a rally on 
1 May in Ahmedabad. Starting from 
the Gujarat College, the rally was to 
march to Hansol, on the outskirts of 
the city to gherao chief minister 
Solanki. at that time commissioning 
the Indira bridge linking Gandhina¬ 
gar and Ahmedabad across the 
Sabarmati there. The plan was foiled 
by the police which arrested over 60 
agitators 

In the last week of April, there 
were stray reports of caste clashes 
from .some villages in Mehsana and 
Kaira district but by and large the 
people seemed to be getting tired of 
the prolonged disruption of daily 
life. But before this happened, Baro- 
da and Surat saw fresh bouts of 
violence. The spectre of terror seen 
in Ahmedabad with the police revolt 
had subsided but there was palpable 
fear among the population. The col- 
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lapsed bridRes of trust between the 
people and the police still remained 
to be reconstructed. The govern¬ 
ment, for its pan, was trying to play 
down the revolt as much as it could. 
Nobody would even call the mass 
desertion on 22 April by the police an 
act of revolt. The police commission- 
ei B.K. Jha chose to call it “excite¬ 
ment” in the wake of the murder of 
the head constable. The chief secret¬ 
ary, M. Sivagnanam would describe 
it as a “commotion.” Ministers and 
officials still chose to parry questions 


pertaining to disciplinary action. 

The army, which was called out on 
16 April, for the second time in the 
current agitation, was still patrolling 
the streets of Ahmedabad on 3- May. 
Major-General Afsir Karim, the 
general officer commanding, said 
that his men had used minimum 
force to quell the violent mobs. Still, 
as many cimens pointed out, the 
people seemed to respond to the 
presence of the jawans with warmth 
and trust. In the long run, agreed 
political pundits, this was not a good 


omen. But it also showed the distance >< 
between the ordinary people of 
Ahmedabad and the civilian author- 
itie,s. All this really seemed to put the 
reservation issue into the back¬ 
ground. However, four unions of 
policemen came out with public 
appeals and reassurances that the 
police were friends of the people and 
were there for their safety and pro¬ 
tection, indicating that the police¬ 
men themselves were aware of this 
aspect. 

Tuahar Bhatt, Ahmailabad 


MEDIA 

Pressing Charges 


Ahmedabad press accused oj 

is no longer a question of the 
m Gujarat Samachar alone, it is a 
question of the entire state. The 
system in Gujarat is collapsing under 
the brunt of the Solanki govern¬ 
ment’s misdeeds,” said Shreyans 
Shah, managing editor of the Gujarat 
Samachar. He was in New Delhi at 
the end of April trying to get his 
burnt press restarted and rally opin¬ 
ion against chief minister Madhav- 
sinh Solatiki. He met Prime Ministei 
Kapv Gandhi, and iuembt.rs of the 
prevss, bur went back to Ahmedabad,. 
without many hopes “A part of the 
press is itself against the press in* 
Ahmedabad,” he lamented. He was 
referring to the report submitted by 
a three-member team of the All India 
Newspaper Editors' Con- 
ferenceCAINEC) on the current dis¬ 
turbances in Ahmedabad. 

The members of the team Ramesh 
Gupta, editor of Tej Weekly. Vinod 
Mishra, editor of Hindustan and C.S. 
Pandit, chief of the New Delhi 
bureau of Amrita Bazar Patrika —had 
reiterated the official view of the 
Congress(l) that the Ahmedabad 
press was to blame for must of what 
had happened because it published 
“exaggerated and inflammatory” re 
ports. “There is no denying that the 
role of the press in Gujarat has been 
consistently one of an adversary to 
the establishment. In the process, the 
media seems to have followed the 
dictum of “publish and be damned'' 
irrespective of its impact on tht 
general public sentiments, .the 
team's overall impression was that 
the resentment against the Gujarat 
Samachar had built up over the last 
two years during which an open rift 
grew between the chief minister and 
the paper’s owners who let loose a 
campaign of vilification against 
him,” the report said. It went on to 


exaggerated reportage 

i allege that most of the riot-reporting 
of the press was “slanted” and that 
Ahmedabad newspapers—including 
Gujarat Samachar, the Indian Ex¬ 
press and Jansatta —had “tampered” 
with photographs in order to “sub¬ 
stantiate these slanted reports.” The 
three pressmen only rephrased the 
statement of the union home minis¬ 
ter, S.B. Chavan, in the Lok Sabha. 
The AINEC team also turned a blind 
eye on the role of the administration 
' during the riots and instead chose to 
dircci .the pr^s ta-evolve a code .of 
c6nd'ut:i'.foj‘ itmf'^to 'fftneUdn under.| 
. such- provocatWc’-and trying' cif ’ 
cumstances.” 

The report sent shock waves in the 
press circles of the capital—most 
thought the AINEC report itself was 
“slanted” and Shreyans Shah put it 
down as “politically motivated.” His 
allegation was that the AINEC team 
had reached Ahmedabad predet^- 
miiied to submit a report that would 
“suit the needs of Congressfl).” ' 
According to his wife, Smrltibehn 
who is also the managing director of 
Gujarat Samachar, the team mem- 



BhantilalShah, editor of Gujarat Samachar 


bers gave an impression that they 
were not at all interested in looking 
at what the press in Ahmedabad had 
to say. “In fact, they did not even 
spend five minutes at the Gujarat 
Samachar...seeing the full extent of 
the damage there alone takes half an 
hour,” said Smritibehn. Neither 
would the team hear of anything - 
about the number of times the Gu i 
jarat Samachar had requested for j 
police protection in the face of daily 
threats from “government agencies.” 
According to the proprietors of the 
group, only a couple of days before 
the Gujarat Samachar building was 
burnt down, they had been warned 
that if they did not stop wtiting 
against the lole of the police “thev 
would suffer We had sent a number 
of request.s to the govoi ,iiiient and 
had all the relevant documents, but 
the AINF.C. team just refused to look 
at them saying they did not have 
time because they had to talk to so 
many other people,” Smritibehn 
Shah said. 

There are more allegations from 
the Shahs and other members of the 
Ahmedabad press. The AINEC inves¬ 
tigating team, they maintain, was a 
guest of the Gujarat government and 
spent most of its time in the circuit * 
house while in Ahmedabad. “Even 
theii report, we know, was based on a 
draft prepared by Bhupat Vadodaria 
of the information department of the 
Gujarat government,” alleged 
Shreyans Shah. He also pointed out 
that the owners of all three news 
organisations from which the AINEC 
team members came were Congres- 
s(I) Members of Parliament. 'Vish- 
wabandhu Gupta, the owner of Tej 
Weekly is a Rajya Sabha member as 
is K.K. Birla of Hindustan and Tarun 
Kanti Ghosh of Amrita Bazar Patrika 
is a Congress(I) member of the Lok 
Sabha. “Naturally,” said Shah, “the 
Gupta family and the others have 
tried to curry favour with their poli¬ 
tical masters by bringing out such a 
biased report.” 

There is no disputing that some 
reports in the Gujarat press during 
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.the anti'reservation agitation were 
^exaggerated but that could not be 
said of all of them. There have been, 
in recent weeks, a number of cases of 
police highhandedness. What is 
more, the Solanki administration did 
not curb or condemn any of them. 

The contention of the Ahmedabad 
press, however, is that this forms no 
ground for a physical assault on the 
press and newsmen If the police 
thought the reports were exagger¬ 
ated, the government could have 


issued denials or contradictions or 
could have taken matters to court, 
say the newsmen. This they never 
did. The AINEC team observed cor¬ 
rectly when it said that “the role of 
the press in Gujarat had been one of 
an adversary to the establishment” 
but it failed to pinpoint the reasons 
for such a state of tension between 
the government and the press. Rela¬ 
tions had been strained only because 
the press had at every opportunity 
exposed what the Solanki govem- 


ANTULAY TRIAL 

Back in the Dock _ 

Former chief minister Antulay’s trial to be resumed 


T he former chief minister A.R. 

Antulay will be tried for 21 of the 
43 charges made against him by 
Ramdas Nayak of the BJP. Nayak 
who had filed a criminal complaint 
against Antulay on 9 September 
1981, for cheating, extortion and 
illegal gratification accused him of 
collecting Rs three crores from coop- 
erative sugar factories (Rs 
2,63,89,898), distilleries (Rs 
1,39,500), builders (Rs 6,50,000), 
cooperative banks (Rs 10,00,000^ and 
Rs 17,54,550 from others 
The special judge Dinshaw Mehta 
who began dictating his order on 23 
April, seven months after he started 
hearing arguments from both sides 
and the evidence of nearly 57 witnes¬ 
ses, dismissed the charges reiating to 
cheating and extortion, the permis¬ 
sion given to the National Centre For 
Performing Arts for a hotel, the no 
objection certificate to a firm of ( 
jewellers and conspiracy. The con- 
I spiracy charge was inherent in the 
case according to prosecution coun- 
I' sel Mahesh Jethmalani He said, “We 
j only brought it out Mr Antulay was 
not in charge of the cooperative 
department, so he had no direct 
I access to the sugar cooperatives. He 
' had to use Mr Narendra Tidke, the 
then ministei for labour who, when 
' he sent round the circular to get the 
money, was overnight made the 
minister for coopeiatives. Similarly, 
Mr Ajit Kerkar was a trustee of the 
Indira Gandhi Pratisthan and he 
even acted on behalf of the NCPA. 
The then chief secretary Mr P.G. 
Gavai was also both trustee of the 
IGPP and ex-officio member of the 
I NCPA.” 

I' However, the counsel for the de¬ 
fence, Niteen Pradhan, said that the 
conspiracy charge had fallen through 
and if the accusation that Antulay 
did It for self-aggrandisement 
fell through then little would remain. 


UflOtty «—II may IMS. 



A.R. Antulay 


It IS obvious that Antulay collected 
the money for charitable purposes. 

( There was no sufficient evidence to 
frame the charges of conspiracy. 
Wjhen the couns reopen on 10 June, 
Antulay who is expected to be back 
in Bombay from London where he 
has been convalescing after four 
heart bypass surgeries, will be tried 
on charges of bribery and corruption 
in connection with the distribution of 
cement and industrial alcohol on a 
quid pro quo basis. It may be recalled 
that Justice Lentin of the Bombay 
High Court, had in his judgment on 
12 January 1982 upheld the charges 
against Antulay He said “The quid 
pro quo between allotments by Antu¬ 
lay in favour of certain builders and 
donations made by them directly or 
indirectly is established.” It was on 
this day that Antulay had to resign 
from his chief ministership. 

During the arguments before Jus¬ 
tice Mehta, two builders, Ramchand 
Ludhani of Evei shine Builders and 
Deepak Raheja of Rajeha Builders 
were heard and they admitted to 
making donations of Rs four lakhs 


ment wanted to hide, the latest inst¬ 
ances being the uncovering of the 
Mrugesh Jaikrishna affair and the 
atrocities of the Gujarat police in 
various parts of the state.” “Does the 
AINEC want to say,” asked one 
senior newsman in Delhi,” that the 
press should always dance hand in 
hand with the establishment if it 
wants to keep itself safe from physic¬ 
al attacks? Is that the role of the 
press?” 

Sanfcanston Thalair, Mew OaMM 


and Rs 5.60 lakhs, respectively to the 
Konkan Unnati Mitra Mandal. In 
return, they got 500 and 700 metric 
tonnes of cement, respectively. Both 
said they made the donation through 
Pesi Tata who has since died. In the 
case relating to industrial alcohol. 
Anil Kumar Ruia of Kolhapur Sugar 
Mills Ltd., and United Agencies Ltd., 
admitted that a donation of Rs 4.25 
lakhs was made by three of his firms 
to the Konkan Unnati Mitra Mandal 
as quid pro quo for the restoration of 
a 20 per cent cut in the allotment of 
industrial alcohol to the Kolhapur 
Sugar Mills. He also made this dona¬ 
tion through the late Mr Pesi Tata. 

The charge of cheating and extor¬ 
tion of donations from the sugar 
factories, was dismissed because the 
judge disbelieved the deposition of 
the prosecution’s star witness Shalini 
Patil, wife of the chief minister who 
claimed that she had been cheated 
by Antulay. He also disbelieved the 
evidence of her brother Uttamrao 
Phalke of the Sangli Karkhana. Ab^ 
out Shalini Patil, Justice Mehta said 
“It must be stated that Mrs Patil is 
not an ordmary woman or housewife. 
She was a lawyer by training and a 
politician. It could be safe to pre¬ 
sume that she is a shrewd politician 
since she was in the number two 
position in the accused’s govern¬ 
ment.” 

Perhaps Ramakant Ovalekar the 
suave, gentle senior counsel for 
Antulay should have the last word on 
the issue When Justice Mehta dic¬ 
tated his order, Ovalekar said: “Mr 
Jethmalani overstated his case when 
he dramatically proclaimed before 
the court that only a miracle can save 
the accused. You have the proof of 
his folly today. You see now that the 
miracle has started happening. He 
was unjustifiably certain of the 
assumed soundness of his case. What 
he thought was a bird of paradise has 
turned out to be a parrot after all- 
The sugar lobby led by Shalini Patil 
has been shown its right place. There 
is nothing more mortifying, than to 
be disbelieved as a witness in the 
court of law." 

Ofgs raffs, Bomtay 
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BOMBAY CIVIC POLLS 

Thackeray-Vasantdada Nexus 

Congress-flJ for alliance with Shiv Sena 


T he Congress(I) suffered serious 
reverses throughout the state, 
especially in Bombay in the recently- 
concluded elections to the state’s 
municipal corporations and councils. 
The Congress(I) lost in 21 of the 4? 
coimcils in Marathwada, Tasgaon, 
Islampur and Ashta in Sangli Nasik 
and Pune in Western Maharashtra. 
In Vidarbha the party lost in Nagpur, 
Amravati, and Akola and in the 
Konkan as well. 

In Daryapur in Vidarbha, where 
the Congress(S) secured a majority, 
the Congress(I) got only four out of 
25 seats while in Ohamangaon where 



CM Vasantdada Patil 


the BJP got a majority of the seats, 
the Congress(I) could get only five of 
the 21 seats. The one common fea¬ 
ture of the election results was that 
almost throughout the state the local 
bosses of the Congress(I) were over¬ 
thrown. In Amravati, the votes were 
cast against the MP Mrs Usha 
Chaudhan, in Nagpur against Rikab- 
chand Sharma whose son was among 
those defeated, and in Bombay it was 
against Murli Deora. Congress(I) re¬ 
bels fought from almost all consti¬ 
tuencies against the official candi¬ 
dates. In Bombay, discontent over 
the selection of candidates led to 
over 80 rebels entering the fray. 

In Bombay, other factors like the 
chief minister, Vasantdada Patil’s 
feud with the Bombay Regional Con¬ 
gress Committee(I) chief and wrong 
selection of candidates by Deora. 


also played their part. As Nilkant 
Khadilkar, editor of Navakal said, 
“The Shiv Sena won because it re¬ 
turned to its original position of 
Marathi Asmita.” One political 
observer said, “The Shiv Sena really 
worked for its victory. When they 
found around 3 jim that there was 
very low voting they made lists of 
people who had not voted and went 
to their homes to bring them out to 
yote. It was in fact, the victory of the 
Shiv Sena cadre.” 

The Maharashtrians appeared to 
be worried about rumours and trends 
that pointed to a long-term plan to 
make Bombay a union territory. 
There were several indications; like 
non-inclusion of a Marathi-speaking 
minister m the cabinet even though 
his name was suggested; a larger 
share of tickets to non- 
Maharashtrians which was justified 
by Murli Deora as Maharashtrians 
formed only 32 per cent of the 
population but got 36 per cent of the 
tickets and the government having to 
run to Delhi for everything concern¬ 
ing Bombay. Even the final list of 
candidates for the Assembly elec¬ 
tions was decided from Delhi. Said 
Pramod Navalkar of the Shiv Sena, 
“In the olden days, the minorities 
from UP, Kerala and Gujarat used to 
beg to be included in the cabinet, but 
today It IS the Maharashtrians who 
are begging to be included in a 
cabinet in the state.” 

While It would be too simplistic to 
interpret the victory as a vote against 
the Congress(I), coming so soon after 
the spectacular victory in the Lok 
Sabha elections and the victory in 
the Assembly elections in Bombay, 
the point is that it will take all the 
political statesmanship of Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi to handle the fallout created by 
the feud between the chief minister 
and Deora. According to reports, the 
chief minister has already made 
overtures to the Shiv Sena saying 
that they would like to cooperate 
with them on the various committees 
of the corporation. While neither the 
rank and file of the Shiv Sena or the 
Congress(I) are for an alliance, the 
CM will need Bal Thackeray’s Shiv 
Sena at this moment to keep Delhi at 
bay. There is already a move on the 
part of some MPs and others to ask 
the high command to remove the CM 
following the debacle at the cor¬ 
poration and council elections. 

With Shiv Sena backing, any 


attempts by the high command tij. 
oust Dada would be interpreted as a 
move against the Marai^i people. 
One of the Shiv Sena’s demands is 
the scrapping of the BRCC(I). It is an 
anomaly and has always been one in 
Bombay. Whereas states like West 
Bengal have just one PCC(l) namely, 
the West Bengal Pradesh Congress 
Committee, Maharashtra has always 
had the MPCC(I) and the BRCC(I). In 
the 170-member Bombay municipal 
corporation, the Shiv Sena has 74 
members, the Congressfl) 37, the 
BJP 13, the Janata Party 10, the 
Con^ess(S) nine, and others includ¬ 
ing independents 26. Of these 110 
are Marathi-speaking, with 72 of 
them from the Shiv Sena, 12 from the 
Congress(I), four from the BJP and 
six from the Janata. Interestingly, of 
the 43 candidates with alleged police 
records as published in a weekly, 11 



Shiv Sens chief Bal Thackeray 


of them from the Congress(I) have 
won. Among the others was one from 
Shiv Sena, Khimbahadur T. Thapa 
who is wanted under the National 
Security Act. 

Among the many interesting facts 
that emerged from these elections is 
that Shared Pawar has no place 
among the Marathi-speaking people 
of this city and was unable to chan¬ 
nelise the fears of the Marathi peo¬ 
ple in his direction. Pawar was 
among the first to offer his party’s 
cooperation to the Janata and BJP 
who have over-inflated notions of 
their strength and were humbled at 
the polls. In the corporation that was 
superseded last year, the Congress(I) 
held 35 seats, the Shiv Sena, 20, and 
the Congresses) nine. 

(%a Bemkay 
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MAHARASHTRA 

Is the CI¥[*8 Son Above the Law? 

Vasantdada PatiJ’s son accused of violating FSI rules 


A Western Railway motorman, 
Basil Shamrao Rath, has filed a 
petition in the Bombay High Court 
raising a number of questions. They 
are: whether those persons who are 
related or have influence upon the 
cabinet ministers includi]% the chief 
minister should be able to construct 
buildings in violation of rdgulations 
in force? And, whether the municipal 
corporation and the state govern¬ 
ment and other concerned author¬ 
ities are not bound to take action to 
remove or demolish the construc¬ 
tions earned out in violation of the 
regulations? 

The person against whom the peti¬ 
tion is filed is Chandirakant Patil 
(28), the stepson of the Maharashtra 
CM Vasantdada Patil. The Raths 
have had the misfortune of clashing 
with Chandrakant Patil who owns a 
flat in Rath Mansion and has made 
several unauthorised alterations that 
amount to using extra floor space 
index (FSI) of over 800 sq. metres 
belonging to the Rath family’s- prop¬ 
erty. The Raths have been in Dadar, 
in Bombay since the I2th century, a 
fact they are proud of. Dadar in the 
language of the fishermen (the ori¬ 
ginal inhabitants of the island which 
was one of seven that made up Bom¬ 
bay), means “ladder” as it connected 
Parel and Mahim. The Raths are 
originally from Daultabad near Au¬ 
rangabad, their ancestors having fled 
after the battle between Allaudin 
Khilii and Raja Ramdeo Yadav in 
1294. 

In 1980, the Rath brothers sold a 
flat in their building to Chandrakant 
Patil for Rs 1,23,000 and a car park¬ 
ing space along with the permission 
to construct a garage at his own cost. 
Since Patil wanted to purchase the 
stilt area on the ground floor below 
his flat, the Rath brothers agreed to 
sell it to him for an additional pay¬ 
ment of Rs 48,000 with permission to 
enclose the stilt area. It was agreed 
that if it meant extra FSI, then Patil’s 
associate Nirbhay Singh would get 
the extra FSI sanctioned so that the 
brothers would not be deprived of 
their FSI. Nirbhay Singh, however, 
failed to get the extra FSI sanctioned 
and the agreement was cancelled 
and another, which said that Patil 
would pay up when his plans were 
sanctioned, was made. Patil then 
submitted a plan to -the municipal 
corporation which gave it an Intima¬ 
tion of Disapproval (lOD). The lOD 
said that the stilt area could be used 

l iM - a f i f l.il l- ii .. . . . 
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only for parking space and a com¬ 
pound wall had to be constructed 
along the road. On the basis of this, 
Chandrakant Patil began construct¬ 
ing the garage and also started en¬ 
closing the stilt area so that it could 
be used for commercial or residential 
accommodation, which would mean a 
loss of FSI for the Rath brothers. 
When they objected, Patil wrote to 
them saying that he had got the 
sanction of the municipal corpora¬ 
tion. Rath then wrote to the corpora¬ 
tion on 7 August 1984 and to 

the officer ‘G’ North Ward to demol¬ 
ish the unauthorised construction. 
Around that time—May 1984—the 
Bombay municipal corporation was 
superseded and Mr D.M. Sukhtankar 
was replaced by an administrator, J. 
Kanga, and an additional commis¬ 
sioner, Mr Soman, who were reluc¬ 
tant to confront the chief minister 
It is reliably learnt that they got 
hold of all the papers relating to 
Chandrakant Patil and did not let the 


Ums" 

‘G’ North Ward officer, Mr Kh^irnar 
go ahead with the demolitions Rath 
wrote repeatedly to the corporation 
but did not get any replies. Mean¬ 
while, Patil converted the stilt area 
into a wall-panelled room with big 
glass door' and an air-conditioner 

The portion above the garage was 
made into a room and the wall of the 
balcony broken down to gain access 
to It. Patil also had a wall built to 
divide the plot into two to make a 
private garden for himself In all his 
constructions Chandrakant Patil 
allegedly used up 800 sq ft. Rath 
alleged that Patil had “encroached 
on the rights of the petitioner wdth 
the tacit or active collusion of the 
officer agents and or servants of the 
municipal corporation in total viola¬ 
tion of law and regulation in force.” 

Meanwhile, Patil got himself 
elected as chairman of the Rath 
Mansion Cooperative Society end 
filed a criminal suit for alleged de¬ 
falcation against Basil Rath in the 
Bandra court which is pending. Rath 
was granted bail and it is believed 
that Patil is now trying to get the bail 
cancelled. Patil also used his influ¬ 
ence with the deputy registrar of the 
cooperative society to seize all the 
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society’s documents from Rath and 
told the corporation that he was 
using the enclosed space for the 
society’s office. This has been dis¬ 
puted by Rath who says that the ] 
enclosure took place in 1983, and 
regulariSation was obtained only in 
February 1985. 

Meanwhile, in September 1984 
Chandrakant Patil got Basil Rath, a 
Western Railway employee, transfer¬ 
red to Central Railway; something 
which is illegal. Rath had been in¬ 
jured in an accident and had been 
unable to report for duty till the end 
of March this year. He told Si'ndav 
that after the Railwaymen’s union 
and the newspapers took up the 
issue, the Railway Board, on 29 
March this year cancelled the unlaw¬ 
ful order. Instructions have been 
issued to the divisional officer who 
has kept Rath in the dark about it. 


Till 22 April, Rath has not been 
informed about the cancellation 
orders. Rath, who has served in the 
railways for 20 years, is surprised 
! that though the Prime Minister has 
issued orders that there should be no 
political interference in transfers, 
the chief minister of Maharashtra’s 
son can meddle with a senior em¬ 
ployee’s career. 

Patil has also committed a number 
of other irregularities in connection 
with his restaurant, ‘Step-In.’ He 
claims that the minister of state for 
urban development has regularised 
this unauthorised structure. The 
municipal officer G.K. Khairnar has 
been stopped from demolishing the 
illegal shed despite the demolition 
notice date having expired long ago. 
The top brass of the Bombay muni¬ 
cipal corporation, it is said, do not 
want to antagonise the chief minis- 
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Comifition in Hjgh Places 


M a^ .ado about nothing, was 
die outcome of the emergency 
board steethtg of Air India held on 
, 17 April. The chairman of the air- 
' ^na, Capt. A.M. Kapoor, presented 
• lengthy report regarding the mal- 
tices prevailing in the function- 
oi the General Sales Agency 
' <GSA} in t«hdon and the alleged 
coUosion between the commercial 
.daq^toietit and the GSA. The man- 
director, Capt. D. Bose, de- 
g the actions said that cer¬ 
tain trade norms had been followed 
in the'functioning of the GSA and 
the London office to compete with 
the other international carriers. 
However, Capt. B^se was at a loss to 
explain why S.S. Kaul of the Lon¬ 
don office was allowed to retire 
before die enquiry into the grant of 
(he extra ten per cent commission 
£0 GSA over the normal incentives 
ttad commission. 

It is now known that S.S. Kaul 
had '^ed his vbluntary retirement 
paperi sometime in the beginning 
of the year and the managing direc¬ 
tor had instructed the director 
(commercial), to see that Kaul was 
not allowed to retire before the 
investigations into certain aspects 
of die functioning of the London 
office and GSA were completed. 
The commercial department, it 
appears, did not carry out the in- 
sfnictions for quite some time and 
ultimately informed the managing 
director On 15 March that there w'as 
no possibility of stopping the volun 
tary retirement as 15 March was 


the Iasi working day of his notice 
period. Kaul retired and Air India 
now cannot take any action against 
him. 

Before the emergency board 
meeting, the GSA’s representatives 
from London arrived in India 
armed with a plethora of allega¬ 
tions of corruption against the pan- 
time chairman. Through the Delhi 
office of an advertising agency, a 
pre,ss note making a number of 
allegations and the agenda for dis¬ 
cussion at the- emergency meeting 
was circulated to newspaper 
offices. The board decided to 
streamline the functioning of the 
GSA at London and has asked Air 
India to seek more guarantees from 
the operator and directed the com¬ 
mercial department to keep a strict 
vigil on the working of the London- 
based Indian business house now 
looking after the GSA. The chair¬ 
man Capt. Kapoor is actually sur¬ 
prised by the problem. “1 cannot 
understand how an airline can 
make Josse.s on a route where there 
is a waiting Ijst for 15 days. Every 
flight which is operated from Loht 
don and New York is packed to 
capacity. Even then, we are show¬ 
ing losses. Who is pocketing the 
profits? Is Air India flying this' 
route for itself or for the GSA 
operator in London?” a senior air¬ 
lines manager is said to have com¬ 
mented at a social gathering re- 
centlv. 

A Sptelml ConvpoHtttnt, Nmr D0IHI 




ter. Step-In is on the ground floor of 
the Green Lawn Cooperative Hous¬ 
ing Society. He had ostensibly purch¬ 
ased three galas from Rizvi Builders 
who own the building and converted 
the area, a total of 350 sq ft into the 
restaurant. One does not know 
whether he paid the builder the 
official price of Rs 1,000 per sq "ft 
On 17 May 1984, Chandrakant Patil 
had applied foi permission to erect a 
temporary shed for the monsoon. 
Permission was granted on 21 May 
1984 with the stipulation that it 
j would be removed completely by 31 
I October. 

i On 16 October 1984 Patil re- 
j quested that he should be allowed to 
! continue to make the shed a tempor- 
j ary one but the officer of the urban 
i development department said that 
I this request could not be maintained 
i and that he should apply to the 
i corporation every year for renewal. 

] On 22 November, Patil forfeited the 
j deposit and the security charges. 

I On 26 December, 1984, the cor- 
I poratioii sent Patil a notice saying 
1 they \sould remove the sited. The 
; rt‘.sideni ■ >>i Greenlawn Cooperative 
; Housing Society also < cinipl'ained to 
I the- corporaiioii on 27 April 1984 that 
' Chandrakant Patil had excavated the 
i toundation and broken the RCC 
I beam in order to install a cement 

■ water tank On 28 lamiary 1985, the 
I ‘C’ nortti ward ofiitt- took out a 

notice undei Section .151 ot the Bom- 
i bciy Mnnn-tpal Lotpoiation Act for 
; unaulhon.'-ed structures and it was 
; served on Patil on 20 February 1985. 

I However, on 1 February 1985, Patil 
i wiotfc to the minister for uiban de- 

■ veh'pinent through his mtinager N.R. 
i Jadhav to say the shed should be 
j made permanent for ten years in- 
i stead of only four months during the 
1 monsoon. He claimed that foreigners 

dropped into his hotel on their way to 
the airport and since theii restaurant 
was on the ground floor, rubbish 
thrown by residents from the upper 
.balconies fell on customers. 

On 20 February 1985, after receiv¬ 
ing the notice, Patil wrote to the 
municipal administrator saying that 
he had submitted proposals to the 
government and so no action .should 
be taken. This was a bluff on his part 
because the records clearly show 
that on 14 February, Mantralaya had 
already informed him that his re¬ 
quest for ten years could not be 
granted. And in the third week of 
April, Patil boasted that the minister 
for urban development. Ram Man- 
ohar Tripath i, bad per,sona!ly regula¬ 
rised the unauthorised structure. On 
what basis Tripathi could have done 
this, remains a mystery. 

Otgs TalHf, Bombay 
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NEW DELHI 

Change of Station 

The Begum qj Oudh to shift into u MX '-year old palace 


T he teign of the Begum of Oudh at 
the New Delhi railway station is 
coming to an end After living in 
shabby splendour in the portico of 
the station for 10 years, Begum 
Shahzadi Vilavat Mahal has been 
asked to move out of the ceremonial 
platform which she has been foicibi 
ly occupying since lO?"! On 12 April, 
the railway minister, Bansi Lai, told 
the Lok Sabha that the railway au 
thorities would be taking ‘ necessary 
action” against the Begum and her 
j family Now the Begum, her son, 
I Shaha/ada Ah Ra/a Mahal, daugh 
tei Shaharadi Sakena Mahal, the 
large tctinue of seivanls and a pack 
of Dobeimann Pinscher dogs aie to 
I shill 10 Malcha Mahal a 600 year old 
monuineni on Souihiin Ridgt Road 
‘ Wt would have been happv if the 
I govcinnient had given back our 
ancestral piopcrty in Lucknow” 

1 roared A)i Ra/a Mahal when 
approachr d by Si nimv for his opin 
1011 on the new home allotted to 
them ‘Wc have cxhaiotecl om fl 
nanu and have Id ii o t in ly 
Ik Ji looms i id W' rc a' Uie 

puiiu ot , 111 1 Kii 1 ,, vaini It'll 
ha aliLitdv piiy'i 'vun ,.r h e, 
c Dough Wi vill oiiiy slidt *o Ma chr 
Mahal il wc aa given a coiiifouible 
I rnonihly allowance ’ declared the 
Begum s son He was flanked by a 
I number of snarling dogs lied to lamp 
I posts Inside ID the covtied portico, 

I the B< gum sit suirounded by her 
1 memorabilia wearing mournful 
j black AS always she keeps before 
I her a bowl of poison It is a constant 
reminder of tlie injustice faced by 
them over the past decade 

I he Begum has been staying at the 
railway station since IS?"? in protest 
against the authoiities who allegedly 
“usiiiped her propeity ’ She is the 
gi eat grand daughter of the last 
Nawab of Oudh and his seventh wife 
I who fled to Nepal aftc i the uprising 
in 18'>7 Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru olfettd the family a small 
palace in Srinagar after 1947 In 
1971, a devastating fire in Lucknow 
destroyed most ot the family’s pnee 
less possessions The Begum blamed 
the government for the fire and de 
manrled her ancestral property back 
especially an old palace in Lucknow 
which IS now being used by a phar 
maceutical company In 1975, the 
Begum, claiming to be the sole heir 
I and owner of seven palaces in Luck 
1 now moved with hei retinue to the 


New Delhi railway station and has 
been there ever siiicc 
The family remained in their 
make shift home ,ii spite of piotcsts 
fi ii helpless railway ofticial'' 
Whcne/ei the ceremonial platform 
was lequued she would move out to 
the gaideti Last year, when former 
Prime Ministci Lidira Gandhi had 
visited the statiofi she gave older, to 
the Delhi administiation ofncials to 


find her an alternate accommoda 
(lOll 

In 1976, ihs go ernment offeied 
the Bc'gum a model r bungalow in 
Lucknow which she rejected as 
“mraningless ' The Begum ind hei 
children visited Lucknt ' to "’•-ppc' 
the bungalow, and called the offo* a 
“humiliation for the hou,.^ of Oudh ’ 
Said All Raza “Can you imagine the 
Begum staying in a guver'iruenl bun 
galow’ The house was not even fit for 
out dogs My motfiet >aid she would 
rather die at the dirty railway sta 
lion, than accept the menial offer of 
the bungalow ” 

The Delhi administration on orders 
from the home irinisiry then began a 
hunt for a suitable residence for the 
royal family Dozens of houses and 
mon imeiits weie located and five 


including the fort of Tughlakhabad 
and the Lai Mahal, neat Chanaky 
apuri weie found suitable Iht Be 
gum herself visited five houses and 
preferred Malcha Mahal The Be 
gum’s acceptance was conveyed to 
the home ministry last yeai In a 
letter to the divisional i ailway man 
ager dated 6 Decembet, 1984, a home 
mimstiv official wiote “The home 
I minister feels that we may agree to 
the building known as Malcha Mahal 
being given to her aftei lepaii He 
has sugge.ted that the woik rnav be 
I started ’ 

The iiioiiumciii presently in a 
I state of neglect and disuse is likely to 
I be exieiisivelv renovated bctoie the 
Begum and hci family can move in 


Though the Delhi adminisii ation has 
approrrh'^d the Archeological bui 
VC' if India foi pci mission to give 
the palace to the Begum no date toi 
the c’ortion of the femily has been 
fixed Ac' ording to All Rara they will 
off'*- to mdertake thr tonovaiitins 
therycl'c*- if fund*' iic giycii to 
them by the go'cr.mcijt ' Wc will 
cicct a laigc gate ouiside thy inahai 
We want no contact with the out 
side woild onct wt get the nidhdl" 
The Begum of Oudh and hci letinue 
are shoilly to be shifted ftom their 
royal abode at iht lailwav station 
into a palace reminiscent ot anothei 
bygone era Instead of trains and 
railway officials they will now live 
with peacocks and jackals 

mtu Sarifi, Mew OafM 
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NARCOTICS 

The Mountain Paradise 


Drug-peddlets operate on the Kerala-Tamil Nadu horde; 



A sriurkIci"-' hideout in the nearhv villaRe of Ro«apukaiidam 


K umuli d small town, in the West 
ein Ghats on the Ketala Tamil 
Nadu hordei has iuilnd a place on 
the international tourist map hoi 
manv toieign diug trippers it is a 
paradise and an impoitant stop in | 
their Itinerary The leason cheaply 
available gan/a and opium which is 
grown on the mountain slopes 
A kilogiam of gania is available foi 
around Rs 100 The same stuff will 
fetch ten times the amount in any 
Indian city Being a border town 
slielteied on every side by thick 
forests Kumuli is ideal for the cul | 
tivation of drugs and smuggling 
Since the land under gan/a culm a 
turn tails in both states the excise 
men are not sure about the question , 
of juiisdiction which state does the ' 
paitic iilai aiea under cultivation fall . 
in-* Almost no action is taken against ' 
the big farmers who grow ganja The 
excise department often raids” the 
fields once in two or three months, 
but according to repents that only 
small and medium farmers arc 
attacked and |ust a small pait of the 
ctop IS destroyed 

Kumuli has thus become an impoi 
tant point on the interiiatioiial drug 
tiail which stretches from Afghanis 
tan thiough Kathmandu, Goa and i 
South hast Asia Many of the tour ' 
ists howevei tome to see the wild 
lift sanctuaiy at Ihekkady Ihevart 
met by agents who tell them about 
the cheap gdn;j Toi many tourists it 
IS something too tempting to resist, 
considering how much such tndless | 
trips would tost 111 the West , 

1 roni Kumuli town one has to I 


travel in a teep and tiudge through 
dangerous niounnni paths to teach 
places like Ihankamani yillage and 
Double Cutting The I aimers art only 
too willing to unt out a pan of their 
huts and serve gania loi only Rs two 
or three a day 1 or many the si aith 
for paradise ends he re The laimc rs 
and the local populace aic vtiy pio 
tec live about then plantations Once 
when the FWD engineers went to a 
plate near Double Cutting for the 
initial suivev fot a road the farmeis 
drove them away Roads would mean 


NEW DELHI 


T he spun ol the Anan (idmes 
seems to hate died altci the 
spoi 1 ing c xti a\ at, ir /a t ndt cl in l')82 
Whilt the sidtiia constiutted foi the 
games an King in a state of neglect 
and itiistist otliei proiicts h ivt not 
been completed even three yeais 
altii the games One of the mancia 
loiy icquiienitiits loi hosting the 
games was to hate a laigt jiKneis’ 
hostel situated close to thi main 
spoils complex The hostel to be 
called the \tiiic Hotel located close 
to the (ndtapiastha Indoor Stadium 
IS still unfinished lire complex 
toteimg an iica of 4 s icrcs has 
ilieadv cost the Delhi Devclopinent 
\uthoiitv (DI)A) Rs K) tiores and is 
now on the verge of being conveitcd 


a loss of privacy and wealth 

The enterprising hoteliers of 
Kumuli town have of late discovered 
a unique way of introducing unsus 
pecting foreigners to drugs They are 
served black tea with a drop of 
refined sap of the plant (It is the sap 
that IS convened into cfiaias) The 
intoxicating effect of the special 
black tea forces most of them to ask 
foi more Then comes the tale And 
the tup deep into the foiest follows 

The mountains are also infested 
with poachers and timber smugglers 
Most of the smuggling of timber is I 
done by hill tubes known as 
Kallathevars who are paid up lo Rs 
SO a day by merchants m Tamil Nadu 
for cdtrymg wood stolen fiom the 
forest to a particulai spot Said K C 
Jacob a rcpoitei ot the Deepika 
daily, who has been caiiying on a 
one man crusade against dtfuresta { 
non and coriuption “Most of the 
wood IS canted through the backyard 
of some foiest tangt offices The 
j Tamil Nadu foiest officials even en I 
I com age the smuggling of lare and . 
costly wood fiom Kerala ” 1 he moun | 
tains aiouiid Thekkadv wildlife sane 
tuiiv look bald and wild animals are | 
seldom seen After a two and a half 
houi boat ndt around the sanctuiiv 
this com spondent saw only a here' ol 
ten tlephants 

The mountain paradise howevei 
taces no immediate threat ttom the 
excise nun Ihe local population is 
happy with the money that iht poppv 
boom has biought Ihe prosperity is 
evident from the new hotels and 
conciefe structuits jatriiig the 
I mountain landscape , 

I Blnoo Mm, Kumuli 


into a commcicial hotel 
The utilitv of the plavei s hostel 
aftc'i the conclusion of the games wa> 
discussed at the highest level before 
the games began Ii was decided that 
the multi sioieved hostel would have 
a plavtis’ block piactice halls a 
phvsio theiapv centie and a gvmna 
Slum The hostel would be available 
to touiists Onlv a part ot the struc 
tint was howevei completed belore 
the games began and minimal use 
was made of the piactice halls and 
utteation cciuies Once the games 
wereovei all construction activity at 
the complc x stopped In fact even the 
walls ot the hostel, left unplastered 
in 1982 have not vet been com 
pleted 

SUNDAY 12-16 MAY ISe-ji 


Asiad Hostei to Become Hotei 

The onh nav to sax e it from further disuse, say officials 
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Called to the highest office! 



You can’t mistake 
^he 


The only thing that conries close to it is leather 



DCM Retail Stores always give you a lot more. A lot more in quality. A lot more in 
range. A lot more in economy. A lot more in durability. Four reasons why more 
families chose DCM for almost a hundred years. 





DCM SILK MILLS 


SWATANTRA BHARAT MILLS 


' Sutitngs. shirtings, sarees, dress matertets, 
^ ttad Itnen. towels, furnishing fabncs ahd 
' achoof uniforms 


DELHI CAOTH MILLS 


Over 550 exclusive stores all over Intile 
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In 1983 the DDA decided to hand 
over the comph x to an ‘ appropn.m 
apentv’ for mainrenaiice Teiidei’- 
were invited fiom hottli* rs in 
terested in the cominerut^l use of the 
complex In \icw ot tbt n cession in 
the hotel industry and the ijlut ol 
hotel actomniodijtion in the months 
following the Asiad then weit vei\ 
lew t ikei» Ihc Iiuluin louiism Di i 
\elopmcnt (otpoiition (HIX t 
which had tJilici expn sctl intt n t I 
in the pioioit withdrew xn otft i 
1 ht DDA f icf d strong critii ism •'lom 
the mimstiv of works atK* holt mg lor 
turning i spoits bostr I 'o i lonimr i 
ci.il liotr I Now molding to DDA i 
oflaials the\ ha\< hex n ahU to 
toncmee lilt govetntnr nt th u ttting ' 
up 1 hotel IS tht onh w i\ to s ui tht I 
pliNtis hotel Ironi turtlui rhsusi | 


The DDA is now finalising negotia 
tions with hoteliers who responded 
to then second tendci application 
issued a few months .tgo 1 hough tht 
response was tar from oietwhtlmirig 
some hotel chains including one from 
Bangaloie approached the DDA loi 
takingovei tht compltx 1 1 ading tht 
bidders arc the Indi in Hotels ( om 
pin\ who art in all prob ibiliu like 
Is to be given tht 'uence to tun the 
(ompitx I he Indian Hott Is hart 
hewt \tr laistd stu lal obit cnons to 
till design ind st intiard ol constiiit 
•ion of thf room budding Rights 
foi boating in tht large I ikt adioiii 
iiif tht Indi ipidsthi Stadium will 
aKu bt given to tht tompans it 
giaired ihe licence 

\ct riding to R A Khemini thitf 
tncintei DDA the lonstriitnon of 


the players’ hostel lan into heavy 
weathei from the veiy beginning 
Now tht DDA IS ensuring that the 
I onti at 1 they entei into w ill ensure 
that sorrii poinon of the hott I will be 
madt available to them il any major 
sporting event is oiganised in the 
tapii il The proposal to have in the 
tompit V piittite halls and conties 
loi letit ition will however have to 
b» done awav with as it will deleat 
tht puiiiost mi whicli the complex is 
being cuiijtiuc'ed Meanwhile the 
Indripi isthci Indoor Stadium being 
m niiTdiiit d till now by the DDA is to 
I bt liandt d ov*“r to the Spoits Author 
itv ol India I ht DDA is demanding 
Rs 40 cioifcs as tost incuried by it for 
the stadiums constriution 

Rttu Sarm, New Delhi 
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Preserving the Past 

MrtisH/fs lo pi(‘\ rnt drinniition of old monumrnts '>upgostod 


T ht astiontimii tl ts il ition ot 
land value in llvd* i ih ul in the 
past few dtcatlt o fc ' di tnitgtat 
I trig tht h’stotii f ihn< it iht i I'v 
Whili stinu Itgislition jnoiccting 
ancient monument it histoiu m 
It It St exist iindei the Vicliuol 'gic ll 
Att It IS not suffuit-nr fui iht piottc 
I turn of buddings whith ait til! in 
use Recently i pdot tudv on then 
const rvation and prott i turn ihf first 
tompreht nsivo sliidv iiidiu n tl foi 
I an Indian titv sponsored h\ tht 
Ilvdct rl> id Uiban Dt velopint iii A i 
thoi Itv I HUD \) mil the f oid I ound 
iiion lughligliltd niti'v ot 'ht pioh 
lenis Ilu siudv it poll iiggested 
mam admimsirativt mtisuiii tax 
exemptions and nth'! legal nittnotls 
requiring the t rnctntiated tffori of 
public age.icies volunta'v oiganisa 
I tions and the building owneis to 
preserve the special identity of the 
city A wt'rkshop ittendid bv 
I arrhitetrs town planners and tx 
I peris in envjionmentvl enginetnng 
condut Ct d in Hydei ibad itt'iitly 
discussed the study tepoif and le 
commended that an action plan be 
I prepared bv HUDA within six 
months foi conserving ti'y monu 
I ments The woikshop stressed that 
I the implementation could be possi 
ble only if public awari ness was built 
up 

In 1983, onlv public awarent'ss and 
the senes of articles by a city daily 
I saved the outer w alls of the f lOlconda 
fort from being dnmobshed Tn fact, 
n Cl con 11 f i,.ieiOi - > p i 

advertising p'C-s for sale in the a»i a 
I between tht inner and outti wa'ls of 

SUNDAY ^ j| 


the toil since only iiu iiinci toitusv 
tame under the jiuiviiw ot Ihe 
Aithitological Atiandthc 01011 will 
hid disintergraicd in mans plans | 
I nauthoiised coristruttions within , 
til toil walls weie stopped rs a 
it suit of strong public opinion But 
while there mav bt awaitness foi 
pit civing well known v.itv 1 loti 
mriks suth as the Chaiminar intI 
Outb Shahi tombs this awrietitss 
uul piidt in tht I Itv s archittttuia I 
ht I tage has to bi extended to cover 
till latgt numbei ol piivafelv owned 
buddings reflecting the regional and 
lotal sivlts of archittctuH which 
give the city its unique chat utei 
1 hi dt tailed study dcntified Itn 
distinguishable archillctuial styles 
IP Hvdtiabad city und b ted lb's 
buildings lepitsennng all the styles 
I and peiiods llutc special anas I 
well cattgoiised ti i prcstivarion I 
toiiservation areas that aic in the 


Iht C harminar proU'tet) minuminl 



immediate surioundings of proiei ted 
monuments design /ones which are 
new areas requiring design tonirol 
and neighbourhood improvement 
anas which lequiie specific im 
provement of buildings, facades and 
setvites as in old style bazars In 
Hyderabad city the interesting old 
buildings aie not ninfined onlv to the 
old citv Iht older parts of the new 
city to the north ol the River Musi, 
also tontdiii buildings in the legional 
and viinaiular styles almost 100 
seals old The ciiv has giown to 
encompass th»- old Mimmer palaces 
rniJ fidg/is of the nobility The twin 
citv of Secundeiabad with its bazars 
chinches and buiiga'ovs, gives an 
inieitsting mix ol I uiope,an stvlts 
using both Islamic and Jlindu 
architcttural ft irutes n >embling 
Palladian villas nianoi houses and 
Romanstipit thuichts Iht 165 
buildings listtd by tht study art* 
spread out all ovti the ciiv and only 
ten pei t tnt ot flum aie unoccupied 

riu stvitiv suggested an amend 
ment to tht Andhia Pt idesh Urban 
Aieas (Development) Ait 197S to 
make *1 1 etessarv foi owneis to take 
pt I mission befoic demolishing 01 
alttiing .1 listed building as well as 
empower iht Ht^DA to it lax land use 
tigiilations so thrt a listed building 
cm be used in a moit lemunetativfc 
manner I xemption ftom gilt tax, 
wealth tax and pioperiv tax on listed 
buildings would help to cicatc a 
situation where the owners would 
constive iheir own buildings with a 
possible leuse plan it said A novel 
suggestion which would go a long 
wav in preserving tht histone monu 
ments may be the notification of 
the e areas as ‘‘’ree »iade zones” by 
granting total 01 partial exemption of 
ah s t >x and entertainment lax in 
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FAMILY PLANNING 



The Oal Lake; polhilcd 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR 


A Lake in Peri l _ 

Slow implementation of anti-poUution mrennx ^ 


A Helping Hand 


Guidance for the childless 

F amily Planning (FP) program 
mes should also tackle the ptob 
lem of infertility and offer gui 
dance to the childless This is the 
gist of a polity statement on infer 
tility released by the medical advis 
ory panel of the International Plan 
ned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) 
after deliberations during 1984 
The IPPF statement should stimu 
late some hard thinking among FP 
policv makers in Third World coun 
tries where high pressure FP has 
become synonymous with drastic 
population control measures 
The IPPF has said that family 
planning associations (FPA) “have 
a responsibility to educate clients 
with regard to the prevention of 
infertility and to be responsive to 
their questions on this difficult and 
sensitive problem ” Many condi 
tions which cause infertility are 
‘preventable and hPAs should be 
aware of the prevalence and major 
causes of infertility in the aieas 
where the> work Among the pre 
ventable causes are sexuall> trans 
mitted diseases (STD) infections 
following child Dll th oi abortion 
To fulfil the role of pi eventing 
the preventable IPPF has called 
for programmes to control SID, 
better obstetric cire at primaiy 
health caie level including adequ 
ate training of tiaditional birth 
attendants like dais, better access 
to effective contiaception to reduce 
incidence ol illegal abortion as well 
as humane tieatmcnt of victims of 
botched up aboi tions, aiailabilitv 
of contraceptixe information and 
services to adolescents program 
mes to control diseases like tuber 
culosis The IPPl isexpectedh tau 
tious and non committal in its lefer 
ence to possible infertility caused 
I by pelvic infections among lUD 
I useis and delayed leturn to fertility 
among those who have used the 
injectable contraceptise 
In principle, the polics stand on 
I infertilits ought to require FP per 
' sonnel to g e full infoimation to 
potential acceptors of lUD and in 
tectables on the possibility of im 
paired fertility, so as to ensure an 
informed choice However, con 
1 sideling the was target imentive 
oriented FP policy is implemented 
in this countr\ such sympathetic 
counselling seems an unrealistic 
possibiliiv 

Vfmaf Balmtibrmhmmtym. S^cuadantiail 


T he Dal Lake, in Kashmir, is now 
threatened with pollution and 
heavy silting Alaimed that a major 
tourist attraction is in danger 
the government of Kashmir has 
decided to develop if in a phased 
manner but lack of funds, slow imple 
mentation of the plans by the author 
ities and encroachments by the peo 
pie living around the lake, are also 
responsible for the problems 
The lake, situated in the east of 
Srinagar city, is continuously being 
encroached upon Over one thousand 
houses and hotels guilty of such 
encroachments had been identified a 
couple of years ago but nothing has 
been done about them Another 
source of pollution is the sewage 
from the hotels on the Boulevard 
overlooking the Gagribal area of the 
lake There are about 50 hotels in the 
area and only a few have proper 
sewage disposal systems and watei 
from the Telbul nullah and the baie 
hill slopes and drains wIiii h flow into 
the lake has caused silting The 
growth of weeds have also polluted 
the lake’s water and raised the lake 
bed at different points 

Ateamof experts from New Zealand 
studied the proWem four years ago 
After conducting thorough investiga 
tions, they recommended measures 
to check the pollution of the lake and 
repair the damage caused to it The 
state government accepted their re 
commendations and longterm plan, 
to be implemented in two phases, 
was drawn up The suggestions by 
the experts weie construction of a 
Mall road on the northern and west 
ern sides of the lake to preserve it 
from being encroached upon, suit 
able placement of houseboats, sewer 


age tat 1 rit t< ' ‘I ' 

water into *he 1 il f < t i t 

tontrol f. itf on tin ' t) > ' ' 

Idh moit ipi n ngs ^ ' 

bunds ottlu 1 ikt tin t t i i 
a settling basi i it 
Ttlbul 'Oilldh p'in it 
Dachigam ind < 

Telbul t nlUih in’ n 
near tht shailov b ni ‘ 

The t stun ift d i o iln 
more than Rs 70 t u 11 
began in 1978 Ibt i i pi 
mated to tost Rs '"( "I J ' 

include the tonsil ii * i ’( 

kilometre loiu it id ' 

The plans abo intUti ' 

of foi t shore i o id /it 
structuies rein eri 
and the tnnsmut » 
basin at Ttlbul I r 
incurred duiinj ihi pi t \ 
howevei ha bu o m ' ‘ ’ e 

Thesthtint is jt i i ' n u mi c 
tor the touiist ti Hi i < ‘i i i i 
mental balatite in il lu bi’ 
the shoitagt ot tun ' •■h n ue 

even its first ph i < n i' ' 

complf te 111 timi ' ’ 

nient thruugl tli 
help fi nm i'' > i i - 
eluding the I NIf 11 Me a n 1 

Dal Lake continue to * n i' aie 
and serious pi obit m witl 'he it t_' 
area of 24 sq milt s at'lit Ul f h 1 g 
shrunk considerabh fl n onl\ ^6 ' 
sq kilometres in 19 m o it wl '• 
clear water area wi tn '> 11 '•ti 
kilometres) The lakt ard also the 
famous Jhtliim nvf 'n the city no 
polluted bet lu » i* 'hi l''(k 
proper dra n i{ ^ int' ■■e 11 r igt ^ 
tern and epidemu aicianipant Ik 
Srinagar municipal authoritic' f 
yet to take anj action 
Yumif Srhuigar 
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SPOTLIGHT 


The Saddest Chapter 


T he Raj has not snapped 
its ties with indepen¬ 
dent India; they are just 
more elastic. In the world 
of publishing according to 
Geeti Sen, the art histo¬ 
rian, the hold of scholars 
abroad over matters Indi¬ 
an is still considerable. 
Sen, ever since she set 
eyes on the Akbamamah 
in the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in 1972, wanted 
to do a book on it. Phillip 
Wilson, the publishers of 
Sotheby’s were keen she 
write It and even prof¬ 
fered an advance. The 
manuscript reached them 
in 1980. Meanwhile, Sen 
was told that Wilson had 
overlooked a fact; the 
plans of Her Majesty’s Sta¬ 
tionary Office to publish 
the Akbamamah. The task 
[ was entrusted to R. 

Skeleton, the keeper of 
■ the Indian section of the 
1 Victoria and Albert 
( museum who had been a 



Geeti Sen 


sort of guide to Sen. And it 
was through him that 
Akbamamah finally saw 
the light of day. The book 
was published in India 
ultimately. However, 
Sen’s unhappy tryst with 
the Raj was not over. Her 
book on the National 
Museum, commissioned by 
Wilson, was also taken 
into a culdesac by the 
same publishers. 


I Designs on India 

T he Indian male has 
finally made it. To 
I bring high-tech to India is 
! easiei than bringing in 
haute couture. Christian 
I Dior’s Monsieur range of 
1 men’s readvmadc gar- 
1 ments is a step in the right 
' direction; the Indian male 
is at last beginning to be¬ 
lieve in fashionable 
clothes. Geoffroy de 


Seynes from Dior was 
scouring the Indian mar¬ 
kets recently to find out 
how French clothes could 
be adapted to suit India. 

Delhi and Bombay 
will soon see French de¬ 
signs on India. For the 
Nehru jacket we gave 
them, will they respond 
with khadi tuxedos? 


Politics Doctored 

I t is simply a case of 
doctoring politics. 
Shyam Sunder Mohapatra. 
the former general secret¬ 
ary of the All India Con¬ 
gress Committee and 
member of the Rajya 
Sabha, was expelled from 
the Congress last Novem¬ 
ber for “indiscipline.” The 
politician then decided to 
become a pandit—of let¬ 
ters. He wrote a doctoral 
dissertation on domestic 
politics and the external 
relations of Bangladesh 
for the political science 
department of Jamia Mil- 
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S.S. Mohapatra 


lia University and can now 
call himself a doctor of 
politics. 


Fighter Turns Writer 


I n Namairakpam Bishes- 
war’s case, the pen has 
finally proved to be might¬ 
ier than the sword. Once a 
dreaded guerrilla of Man¬ 
ipur and now a sedate in¬ 
dependent MLA, he is all 
set to win acclaim as a 
writer. He has handed 
over the manuscript of his 
memories, recounting his 
days as a guerrilla, to an 
Imphal journalist who is 
now looking for a pub¬ 
lisher.' Thirty-eight-year 
old Bisheswar, an asthma¬ 
tic, wrote the book, enti¬ 
tled Confessions from the 
Deathbed last year while 
in solitary confinement at 
the Imphal central jail. 
Unwilling to be stifled by 
poor health, he has bigger 


The Grand Seine 

P aris will see a mela in 
June when Dashrath 
Patel, the aesthete’s aes¬ 
thetic, helped by architect 
Krishna Menon, organises 
a dance along the Seine. 
The year of India in 
France will never leave 
Paris quite the same 
again; the oiie-and-a-half 
kilometre streich from 
Trocadero to the banks of 
the Seine will be shut to 
traffic for over a day for 
this happening. Dancers 
from all over our coun¬ 
try will move from 


plans; to float a political 
party which will fight for 
more autonomy for the 
north-eastern states and 
will serve as an over¬ 
ground link with PLA 
guerrillas. Though he 
wishes to meet other non- 
Congress(I) politicians of 
his region everyday, he 
cannot because there are 
too many restrictions on 
his movements. He fre¬ 
quently takes ill and had 
to be rushed to Vellore in 
mid-April for treatment. 

What IS worse, he even 
fears reprisals from 0 i^ 2 In 
Sudhir Singh, another 
guerrilla, who was attack¬ 
ed by Bisheswar's men in 
Imphal six years ago. 


one end of the newly- 
created Espace Indien to 
the other. Meanwhile, on 
the first floor of the Eiffel 
Tower draped with the col¬ 
ours of the tricolour, the 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand and the Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv ^ 
Gandhi, will toast the year j 
of India and France. The | 
two leaders had originally | 
planned to sail down the 
Seme, pouring into ii-- 
from their Kerala snake 
boats—waters of the 
sacred rivers of India. 


Luxuriant India 

T he honeymoop is still 
going on. Nicholas 
Wapshott, features editor 
of The Observer, brought 
bride Louise Nicholson to 
India in 1980 “for a month 
in paradise.” The groom 
has long since gone back, 
but paradise for Louise 
Nicholson is a renewable 
commodity and India a 
magnificent obsession. 
Hence her efficient and 
recently-published, witty 
book; India in Luxury: A 
Practical Guide for the 
Discerning Traveller. To 
promote her book free¬ 
lance writer Louise 
Nicholson is back in India 


again. Says this former 
employee of Christie’s 
(the famous auctioneers): 
“The criteria for luxury is 
not picssing buttons.” 
The access to her India is 
easier if you stay in a “top 
hotel and are free to move 
about” India' other than 
the Red Fort oi Amber 
Palace. HerS is the diar¬ 
ist’s India made up of the 
street people; the “pave¬ 
ment barbers and the 
teeth beauticians.” The 
Raj is now relegated to 
celluloid but India is still 
about the only place you 
can be a raja —of the 
health clubs. 
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BOOKNEWS 


Gandhrs Many Facets 


T he obsession with 
Mahatma Gandhi is 
never ending Richard 
Attenborough’s film 
touched raw nerves of In 
dian historians and 
academics The film, 
which bagged eight 
Oscars, led to a rediscov 
ery of the Mahatma Or, a 
reaffirmation, as is the 
caseunliDr BR Nanda’s 
well written Gandhi and 
His Critics (Oxford Uni 
versus Press), which, as 
the author stares, is a 
' clarification of misunder 
standing, particularly m 
the West about Mahatma 



man and Gandhi the social 
reformer Nanda contends 


Gandhi And so, we have that must of the criticisms, 
many facets of Gandhi doubts and distoitions pro 
Gandhi the Brahmachari, voiced bv the film are re 
Gandhi the revolutionary petitions of what was m 

Gandhi the husband, Gan fact said about Gandhi 
dhi the father Gandhi the during his tifetime 
__ < _ 

I An Architect’s Delight 


I t ctIlainlv IS a season ol 
spU ndoiii Ihf )Uit I 
c of t c t t a liU f. lossv is 
Spit ndotit s fit tht Rai 
Biitish XiLluitttuie in III 

dm I(ihO 1947 h\ Philip 
Davits I he ail I hoi 
attempts to stiidv th< uni 
([lit Aiif; lo Indian stvh of 
a I c h 11 c c I u I c which 
emiiged ovei iht Biitish 
ptiiod Tht book IS said to 
be the til si itiempt In an 
nthitcctiiial histoiian to 
look at the t ntite pc i lod ol 
Biiiish India and to as tht 
bluibsavs “apply the new 
ideas and appioachts tor 
which that field is paiticu 
lailv noted 

Davies shows how in the- 
latt ISth ttntuiv when 
Biitish aspiiations had be 
come oveitlv impeiial— 
going tai bevond tiade— 
aichitectuie began to be 
used as an instiument of 
policv It could accotding 
to the bluib again, “be 
chtapei than sepovs in a 
countiv wheie powci was 
I lodged bv Its outward ex 
piession Davits whose 
vtntuie has been paitiallv 
financed bv giants from 
the British Academv 
lakes us thiough Madias 
ind (alcutta wheie 'i 
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sions ot classic il antiquitv 
w 111 1111 c att d h\ the 

stashoit ol lilt iivtiside 
lilt (piaintntss ol lollte 
tin hill stations like Oi iv 
.intl Simla and the ncailv 
dtinaicattd mihtiiv can 
lonnit nts 

Iht t 1 st and west htgan 
to iniv III auhiicctuic 
with tht l.othic It vital 
which Davits maint nils 
(oincidtd dost Iv with the 
Ik's" mutinv 1 his stvlt 
was flexiblt and could bt 
adapted to local tondi 
lions and mattiials Tht 
test of the 19th centniv 
wiinesstd a tugolwai- 
olten stiangtlv ticativt 
between tht atsthttic nn 
peiialists and tht advo 
cates of tht levival ot tht 
‘native styles The 20th 
centuiv was no less excit 
ing Calcutta’s Victoiia 
Memorial destiibed as 
' ilbdisciplined ’ was signi 
ficant and Liitven s Delhi 
was the culminat ng splen 
doui of the Rai especially 
the \ let lov s hiuise v 
consolation foi the en 
ding of this paiticulai 
chaptei in India’s histoiv 
The book has bttn pub 
lishtd bv Dass Media 


Inside the Third Reich 


N obel laureate Heinrich 
Boll’s autobiography 
IS rather unique in that it 
covers the German au 
thor’s four formative years 
of late boyhood 1933 
1937, which coincide with 
Hitler’s rise to power Boll 
did not join the Hitler 
Youth “I simply could not 
join I did not join, and 
that was that ’’ But onlv 
two of his classmates 
thought like him This 
memoir,What’s to Become 
ol the Bov I Seeker and 
Waiburg), reveals, with 
quiet and ironic intensity, 
how a sensitive adolescent 
could perceive the impact 
of Nazism on his family, 
his friends and his 
teachers in his hometown 


Heinrich 

BC«JL 


toBecoRtof 

nieBiisr? 

\MfM0W __ 

of Cologne Boll shows the 
origins of radical protest 
which were to surface la 
tei There aie touches ot 
humoui against the sum 
bre background of Hitler’s 
Germany 


What the Authors Say 
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W riteis ate under the 
mictoscope again 
The sixth senes of The 
Pans Rei lew Interview^ 
Writer s Work (Seeker and 
Warburg), spans three 
continents ancl tuts across 
nearly half a century The 
novelists who feature in 
this book aie Gabriel Gar 
cia Marquez, Carlos 
Puentes Nadine Gordim 
ei, Rebecca West Ttnnes 
see Williams and Bernaid 
Malamud This senes is 
edited bv George Plimp 
ton 


The Poorest of the Poor 


W hile tilt UN decade 
toi V imen tonics to 
dll ml dining tht iniddlt 
ot tht vtai India h is mti 
tiu last kvv seats setn a 
niUYlitooming ol books on 
w< t im Women s studies 
have been intlutltd as pan 
ot the tunitula ofsevei 
dl tollvges Vikas Pub 
lishing House in 19S) laun 
tiled ‘ Shdkti’ extUisivelv 
cl voted to publishing stii 
(lit s on womm Tiia/inv of 
lilt house/jok/ diolletiion 
ot tssivs on women in 
pool lioiist holds tdittcl hv 
Niinnia Bantiitt and Dt 


vaki lain is out ol the 
toi tlitoming nilts I he 
plight ot worn* n in pool 
lioustholds lias intieasing 
Iv gaintcl impoitante in 
womiii s studies In fatt 
seveial stminais have 
bet n lit Id on tlie suluttt 
btt iLi-'t wonuii in pool 
house holds ait italK tin 
poolcSt ot the pool Ihis 
volunit exposes the ilixs 
111 ilK I >w IV ihi iiion iiul 
I'lm t non i \istt nt 11 cog 
niiioii ol wonn n s lole in 
house lioltls a iii,i|oi fiictoi 
in (he status and wtllaic 
ot women in this countiv 
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VARIETY/Soence 



Electrifying Growth 

R esearchers are finding 
evidence that sensitiv¬ 
ity of plant cells to electric 
current can be exploited 
to enhance their grovrth. 
Two scientists of the Impe¬ 
rial College, London, K. S. 
Rathore and A. Goldswor¬ 
thy, applied direct current 
of about a millionth of an 
ampere to cells of tobacco plants grown in laboratory 
flasks. They reported that the growth rate was stimu¬ 
lated by about 70 per cent when the culture was made 
negative, but current in the reverse direction slightly 
inhibited growth. 


The Instant Cleaner 

A 76 year old ex-actor from Britain has invented a gel 
which can remove practically any stain (including 
ink, grease, blood, oil-based paint, shoe polish, iodine 
and rust) from natural or synthetic fibres simply by 
tubbing It in and then pressing with a wet cloth. The 
components of the gel—Lightning Riddit—are secret, 
but it IS claimed that it is not poisonous nor does it 
contain chemicals like ammonia or carbon tetrochloride 
found in most other instant cleaners. If the stain is small, 
the cleansing operation can be earned out immediately. 
A small pad is placed behind the stain. Riddit put on 
with a finger, and then a wet cloth is applied to send the 
discolouring agent into the pad. If the material is padded 
like the shoulder of a jacket for instance, no pad is 
needed, noi is it necessary for dealing with carpets and 
upholstered furniture. Should the whole article need 
washing—for instance a table cloth on which spilled 
wine has dried or a towel with dried blood—then the gel 
can be applied and the whole thing washed. The stain 
will not be transferred to anything else as it dis.solves in 
the water. 


Galaxies May Have Been Quasars 

A stronomers have disco¬ 
vered strong evidence 
that many galaxies, includ¬ 
ing the Milky Way, may 
have once been quasars or 
huge objects that pro¬ 
duced the light of billions 
1 of suns. The findings by Dr 
Wallace Sargent, a profes¬ 
sor of astronomy at the 
California Institute of Technology in Pasadena and Alexi 
Filippenko, a former Caltech graduate student, are the 
first to clearly support a theory that several normal 
galaxies are actually dying quasars. 

In their study, Mr Filippenko and Dr Sargent used the 
200-inch (508-cm) Hale Telescope at Palomar Observa¬ 
tory to survey 75 bright galaxies of 10 million to 50 
million light-years from earth. The astronomers mea- 
I sured the spectra of light from the galaxie,s’ centres. 
I “The result was that, in 19 to 28 of the cases, the mission 
i lines characteristic of quasars became evident,” Mr 
j Filippenko said. 


Mobile Incubator for Babies 

I n England, a mobile in- 
cubatcHT has been specifi¬ 
cally designed to protect 
and treat any emergency 
that may occur when 
transferring delicate pre¬ 
mature babies from local 
hospitals to specialist un¬ 
its located at a distance of 
80 kilometres. A baby is 
transferred from a standard static incubator unit po¬ 
wered by mains electricity on the ward, to the mobile 
powered by battery. Once safely located in the ambu¬ 
lance, the unit is linked to the vehicle’s own battery 
which is constantly charged on the journey. On arrival at 
the hospital the unit is once again switched to battery 
operation until the baby is admitted to the ward. A nurse 
travelling with the baby has a comprehensive range of 
life support equipment on the self-contained unit. Re¬ 
spiration, heart rate, oxygen levels in the temperature 
and humidity can be continuously monitored- Space is 
provided in the unit for syringe pump, an emergency I 
box, and storage is available for drugs, syringes and 
dressing. Mr Brian King, principal technician at the 
Bio-Medical Engineering Unit of the North Staffordshire 
Polytechnic in the English Midlands, designed the unit 
to meet the requirements of the nursing staff. 


Did Life Begin in Clay? 

S cientists in California 
have reported a major 
discovery which reinforces 
the emerging theory that 
life on earth began in clay 
rather than the sea. The 
discovery, announced at a 
symposium recently, 
showed that ordinary clay 
contained two basic prop¬ 
erties essential to life: the capacity to store and transfer j 
energy. With such energy, coming from radioactive j 
decay and other sources, the early clays could have | 
acted as “chemical factories” for processing inoiganic | 
raw materials into the more complex molecules from 
which first life rose about four billion years ago. 

In their analysis of common ceramic clay, the scien¬ 
tists said that they had found evidence that “mistakes” 
made normally and repeatedly in the formation of clay 
crystals presumably create the conditions by which the 
material traps energy and holds it for perhaps thousands 
of years. Such defects in the clay microstructure could 
also be sites for storing information necessary to direct 
the chemical reactions and organise the eventual proto¬ 
organisms. So, if the theory can be confirmed it would 
seem that an accumulation of chemical mistakes led to 
life on earth 

These findings, according to the chemists, do not 
prove the clay-life theory but make it a more reasonable 
explanation worthy of further research. The research 
was conducted by a team of scientists at the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration's (NASA’s) Ames 
Research Centre in Mountainview, California where 
studies of the origin of life have been under way for 
years, in part to learn how to search for life on other 
worlds. inuMraMm Prabir S«n 
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Water is very likely to get contaminated in MS and RCC Tanks 

I 


iiniii 


IS THE SAFEST 



While ountamination by 
rust paini chpmicab 
etc and increase n 
turbidity is almost 
certain in MS tank 
It Is found that in 
RCC tanks water may 
become extremely 
alkaline and unpotable 
with pH values jping up 
beyond permissible 
limits 

Besides RCC tanks 
promote pioluse yiowih 
01 algae runhii Ms 
and RCC ''anks are 
extremely dillicuH ti 
clean All oi whuh give 
use 10 seriou neaiih 
disorder' 
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Water Storage I ink' 
keep the waier clean 
hygieriiL and unilterod 
in quality Tests 
conducted at several 
leading laboratories and 
institutes contirm the 
tact that Sintex Tanks 
do not in anyway 
change the quality oi 
water stored in lh»m 


Moulded to seattiess perfection from FOA Approved 
superior grades of polyethylene SINTEX Tanks offer other 
advantages unmatched by conventional tanks 


Reduce dead load on structure 
Can be Installed easily and quickly 
Last tor years and years 
Require no painting no maintenance 
Besides overhead ground and indoor 
storage can be used selectively for 
transportation and underground 
storage 

Can he repaired easily in case 
of accidental damage 
Available in various sizes and 
shapes from ?00 lits iij 20 000 lit 
capacity 

No wonder SIN'fXi the first choici'of every rliscernina 
arc hitei.t engineer builder and houseowner 


‘Lightweight 

* Easy to install 

* Durable 

‘Maintenance Iree 

* Versatile 


‘ Repairable 
‘ Wide Range 



SINTER PLAST 
CONTAINERS 


iiBIM 




Plastics. Div Sion 
THE BHARAT VIJAY IVIILLS LTD 

KALOLIN GUJARATI 38? /r>i 
Gram SINTEX 
Phone 2687 • 2244 
Telex 0121 296 BVM IN 


The Readymade Water Storage Tanks 

A Quality Product of BHARAT VIJAY MILLS Manufacturers of the famous BVM CORDUROY 


Ahnwdabad 

f ^ Cloth Market 
Ah*T>eOab«d 380 OO*' 


Bombay 

le World Tr»dp Cb il<o Cu«R 
Parade Cotabd B “'*■ 400 Xr* 
p*- crehi 


OFFICES AT 
CatcutIa 

10 Middleton Street 
n 7X3t P*- u 


Madras 

1 23 Angappa Naicken Street 
(3rd floor) Madras 800 OOI 


Naw DathI 

OP 3 Osian Building 
1 2 Neh j P'ace 

Nu/Oftlh 10''♦S Ph 66 106 
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V ARIETY/SiJNDA YWEEK 


BEGINNING 12 MAY 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


ARIES (15 April—14 May) This 
an extremely lucky week 
W for those in love you can go 

ahead with marriage plans 
Businessmen and profes 
sionals will also find this phase favourable 
Friends and relatives will keep you busy 
duiinq the weekend This is also 'he right 
time to pursue legal matters Your financial 
prospects look bright But do not neglect 
your health oi diet 
Good dates 1? I4 and t'i 
Lucky numbers i 3 and s 
Favourable direction booth 


1^^ LEO (15 August—14 Septam' 

On the financial front 
^ unexpected gains through 
dyT§& speculation or inhertance 
ate indicated The home front 
Wilt remaii peaceful and will give you the 
nspiration to take up challenging ventures 
This IS a lucky week toi businessmen and 
profess onal' Pol ticians will also find this 
phase favourable This is a good week lor 
love and marriage negotiations 
Good dates 13 t b and U 
Lucky numbers 5 7 and 9 
Favourable direction West 


SAGinARIUS (16 December— 
14 January) Creative artists 
and sportsmen will earn rare 
honours Professionals and 
businessmen will also forge 
ahead However politicians are advised to 
keep a low profile during this period Your 
prospects are bright on the economic front 
but avoid extravagance The domestic front 
will remain nspiring But keep a sharp eye 
on your i ilth and diet 
Good dats 15 17 and 18 
Lucky numbers 7 8 and 9 
Favourable direction North 


IT'' fa TAURUS (15 May—14 June) 

Bus nessmen should make 
^ tfie nosl out of this favour 

1/ ibit piiase cic not hesitalr“ to 

uiidcitakr rsky deals Pro 
fessionals will also nake steady ticadway 
a prornot on cannot be tueduul Great ve 
artist'^ and writer-, w II benntl ti rrr this 
lucky ppiiod On the tinamidl front qa ns 
from unexfierted ■-oiicc'' iic n ston 
Love and m (II iqt irc well gntcd 
Good dates If 15 and ib 
Lucky numbers 3 4 ir d b 
Favourable direction tdnith wc t 


<''® September—14 
October) &iic..ess or dll fronts 
\ s a ceddinty for you but do 
lot nix bus ness wi'h plea 
C J sure On the profc'S'-ional 
I I on‘ /j(i V. II era n through nhoritance The 
domett 1 trjnl w II add to your loys ths 
I wt( k u \“i j can go ahe.nd with marriage 
I I'll-rri'- Yo I health will 'how definte sigr s 
I o' mi; r( vt iTieni WaU fi out foi a pleasant 
1 u'pi 'c ciwdidc. the end c'l the week 
I Good dates 14 to and 18 
I Lucky numbers 2 3 ind 4 
' Favourable direction Neith east 


CAPRICORN (15 JBnoarys.-14 
Februery) The stars sim^ 
\ 41 \ \J 3il your efforts " . 

\ week Those in profession 

A will win the piaise of then 
efeployers while businessTen will get 
flesh opportunties to expand their b-s 
ness Writers and poets w I be '■ewarded 
The domestic and the financial front will not 
cause problems Lovers will t nd this phase 
favourable But watch vour health closely 
Good dates 11 14 and 15 
Lucky numbers 2 4 and 7 
I Favourable direction South wes 


I GEMINI (1b June~14 July) A 

(iLu "(fISUIl of UC ( Sll 

I ^ \ J ton- foi no I Jl V ill ttis 

I ** ^ P I't' I' 

iC ' - T J make di dOy piogtass out 
I till y ohoiiiu guar f rif)ai''i d(Mii lb e 
dl ,0 a IdVi iiidbl w( el- f( I I ACi b n tiv 
I andi\)d advi. r lull u plans Attiu it y ui 
tildrenwl jiiit ultwthlly g clouis i 
I camptlli I f\ |il< a-.urt I ir /f u stit 
look iig forwaid It itir ofi n., 

Good dates 14 ii< and \i 
m I ! 


g r/i ^ LIBRA (IS October—14 
. y^ s November) There are bright 
I antes that these looKng 
foi I abs will find one dur ny 
.2j tfii per od 1 01 those em 
ployr r II tie piiealt cctor a y'lomotion oi 
a pe -.1 ng to a place o‘ youi likmq cannot be 
ijlid uut Busirfer-.n( i w li bag lueiatve 
K-'di Iht home tronl will lernain peat etui 
t) 1 I elderly iricrnbci or your (an ly may 
wjddenl/ rail ill 
Good dates 12 14 and 1b 
Lucky numbers 1 / and 8 
Favourable direction Wt^d 


AQUARIUS (15 February—14 
March) You are ad sed not to 
3 - make any cfianqes in your 

oareer dui nq this week Lov 
y -j. ers should postpone mat 

iiage plans coriaull eldpr' and avoio con 
trovers cs at all costs Bus newsmen w'I 
11 cuuritci oppistion However tinaric a 
ga til arc i sluie (ui you A pleasure Irf 
luwaiti' the r i dd t of the week . r ihei, 
otf nq 

Good dates 1 & 1 r and 18 
Lucky numbers 3 fa md 8 
Favourable direction East 


14 August) SCORPIO (1b November—14 

s at d December) f ne stars foretell a 

to the bleak period for you P'ofes 

I treint eional ho ild a c id disputes 

■)uqh w Ih tho'e in autho ly 

.help Busnessrneil stiould pi sipone expans on 
Voui plans The tnanoal tient is equally ds 

at appointing Al tiorne your wife may sud 

ing donly (atl sik addi q to your financal 
V I buiden Wal-hyourhi 1th closely Howev 

lie ei his IS a good peiioa lot mi age 
5 iieycitidtioiis 

\ Good dates 13 i j ib 
Lucky numbers i < iuo o 
Favourable direction Soulfi 


PISCES (15 Marclv-14 April) If 

P, you are n love and wailing 

JjIj j tor an opportun ty to get mar 
led th s IS the opportune 
* Ibiie to do so Students 

■ituiulcl not fr ilei away the opportunities 
th It I c me thou w ay Aradem cans will also 
f nd this per od ivou sble Youi “conomic 
prospects look bi qbl The domestic front 
will It mam peaceful Your 

health wll intinave markedly dui nq this 
week 

Good dates 12 17 and 18 
Lucky numbers t 8 and 9 
Favourable direction North west 


.For those born between 15 April and 14 May 

k good in oiatoiy ind voui pLi .onal ty nspresawe Yu no also socal and love to be 
All do we I il you )oin pol t cs oi (lie admin stiativc ( u c es Wcimen born during this period 
V good housewives pio dec! tfu y c he ck the,ir i ''liavagant te ndencies 
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SIWAN Male teachers of the local 
Pakan Middle School have distributed 
prizes among students for a peculiar 
cause Earlier, lady teachers were 
appointed in this school but later on 
male teachers were posted At the 
time of the roll call the students used 
to say, “Piesent Didijee”, even when 
male teachers were present So, as an 
inducement, these teachers started 
distributing fruits among those stu 
dents who would leply “Yes, Sir ” On 6 
April 69 students were given prizes 
who said, “Yes Sir” to malt teachers at 
the time of the roll call— Searchlight 
(Ajey Kumar, Patna) 

TAIPUR While the Prime Minister is 
pieparing to take the nation into the 
21st century, the student community 
here appears to have already made a 
quantum leap The recent incident at 
Mnhanlal Sukhadia University in 
Udaipur, where a student was caught 
copying in the examination using the 
latest technology, proves this The stu 
dent, Satyadeo, who was appearing for 
his M Com examination, had come to 
the hall with a micro cassette recorder 
tied to his leg and the earphone^inked 
by a thin wire to the tape, hidden in 
his shirt sleeve T he boy had brought a 
number of pre recorded cassettes, one 
of which was in the tape recorder and 
the rest outside the examination hall 
He confidently put his wrist close to 
his ear. switched on the tape, and 
started copying the pie recorded 
answers As soon as one tape was over 
he would go out of the examination 
hall on some pretext to replace the 
tape But he could not escape the 
shrewd eyes of the examiners and was 
caught red handed— The Telegraph 
(R K Jaisansaria, Calcutta) 

TIRUCHI Two private cement factor¬ 
ies in Tiruchi district are vying with 


VARIETY 



each other in offering gold coins to 
their workers as incentive bonus, 
apart from profit sharing bonus The 
Chettinad Cement Corporation at 
Puliyur near Karur presented gold 
coins, each weighing six and a half 
grams of gold, to all its workers on 5 
April The Dalmia cement factory is 
offenng seven grams of gold to each of 
the 1,500 workers— Indian Express (B 
Meenakshi Sundaram, Tnchy) 

MIDNAPORE Two railway employees 
of Kharagpur were detained on 10 
April for allegedly running a “railway 
administration” in the Kharagpur divi 
sion of the South eastern Railway dut 
ing the past few months Earliei, five 
railway employees, including the head 
clerk in the signal and telecommunica 
tion section of the personnel depart 
ment at the office of the divisional 
railway manager, Kharagpur, and the 
son of a railway guard were arrested 
“Fake” appointments were given to at 
least ten people in Kharagpur, Dhal 
bhumgar and Tatanagar during the 
past 11 months against thousands of 
rupees— The Statesman (A K Ghosh, 
Calcutta) 

NEW DELHI Did a letter from a 
dacoit in Madhya Pradesh on 8 April 
send a shiver down the spine of veter 
an Ranji cricketer Rajinder GoeP In 
the normal circumstances it might 
have, but this letter from dacoit Bhura 
Singh from Madhya Pradesh congratu 
lated him for bagging mure than 600 
Ranji wickets Bhura Singh, who had 
suriendered to the Madhya Pradesh 
government and is now seiving his 
sentence in the Gwalior central tail 
came across a sports magazine which 
mentioned Goel’s feat He promptly 
despatched a message to the cricketer, 
wishing him more success— The Hindu 
(M Govindarajan, Madras) 

BOMBAY For the sake of a tiffin box, 
a chivalrous male employee in the 
Bombay municipal corporation frac 
tured his leg recently The story goes 
that a woman clerk had left the box on 
the window In the course of an am 
mated conversation with her friends, 
her hand swept the box, which landed 
on a roof A chivalrous colleague 
rushed to retrieve it and, brushing 
aside suggestions that he use a ladder 
to get down, jumped ten feet and 
crashed through the loof— The limes 
of India (Robin Viegas, Bombay) 


Without Comment 

Our enemy is the Congre$s(I), (it 
is) they (who) destroyed the Akal 
Takht in fact, it is a fight be 
tween the Akal Takht and the 
Delhi Takht—Sant Longowal in 
The Telegraph 

Mr J B Patnaik is no Mr Ramak 
rishna Hegde who had resigned 
on moral grounds—Biju Patnaik, 
after the Congress(I)’s debacle in 
the byelections in ()rissa, in The 
Times of India 

Byelections are like a mere sent 
ence in a book A sentence may be 
badly phrased here and there, but 
that does not take awav fiom the 
merit of the book—Srikant Ver 
ma in India Toda\ 

I am grateful to Sarojbabu (Saroj 
Mukherjee) for his early reaiisa 
non that Mrs Gandhi was a demo 
crat The Maixists normally take 
^0 years to realise facts They 
took 28 years to realise that Neia 
|i was a patriot—Pranab Muklu r 
lee in Ihe Telegraph 

Some say that the United Nations 
IS a talking shop, at hast talking 
IS better than not talking at all- 
Paul Lusaka president of the UN 
General Assembly in The Hin 
dustan Times Sunday Magazine 

People get in trouble when 
theyTe talking about each other 
instead of when they’re talking to 
each other—Ronald Reagan, on 
why he wanted to meet Gor 
bachev, in International Herald 
Tribune 
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KADIRI Are calves carnivorous’ The 

answer seems to be an emphatic ‘yes famous BVM CORDUROY 
A calf with Mr Subba Reddy of Enu 
mulavaripalb near here not only eat,, 
meat but relishes it too. It has eaten Lnsacpa Ntcken su»e 
chickens so far —JVewsroday (Y'loo'Yaamsooco 
Murty, R Udayagin) 
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B d^ar• SP Be 



Your bank, 
with all its 
limitations 



VARIETY 


Following his humiliating defeat at the 
hand of Vassily Smyslov in the Candi 
dates semi finals Hungarian grandmaster 
Zoltan Ribli has fully recovered his form 
Sharing second place at Tilburg, he 
finished well ebove his compatriot and 
great rival Laios PortiKh partly avenging 
the Candidates debacle with the following 
deft display seemingly conjuring some 
thing from nothing 

White Z Ribli Bleck V Smyslov Neo 
Grunfeld Defence 

1 N-KB3 P-Q4 2 P-KN3 B-NS 

3 B-Hn P-OB3 4 P-N3 N-Q2 

B B-N2 KN-B3 6 0-0 P-KN3 

Smyslov has relied heavily on these 
Grunfeld like set ups in recent years More 
classicel here is of course 6 P-K3 
7P-04 B-N2 0QN-Q2O-0 

Oa-KI R-K1 10P-B4 BxN 
11 P)iBI7 

An interestira decision If 11 BxB P-K4 or 
11 NxB N-KS Black seems to have equal 
play 

11 P-B4I .12P-B4 P-IU 

13IMMI1 P-N3 14N-B1 R-QBI 
I6N-K3 


Learners at the game are always told not 
to double a high contract when this may 
help to place the cards Experts tend not 
to pay much heed to this advice partly 
because they often make imaginative 
doubles based on the assumption that 
partner will hold unexpected tricks 
Consider West s position on the follow 
ing deal after South has bid spades and 
diamonds East has made a free bid in 
hearts and South has advanced to Three 
Diamonds It is tempting to double but 


Dealer Fast E-W vulnerable 

♦ 43 
4P 10 8 4 

♦ K62 

♦ A 1097 3 

♦ 75 u 4kQ9 

♦ QJ9 yu c ♦K7 

♦ AQJ4 t ^7 

♦ KQJ5 5 ♦&& 

♦ AKJ 106 

♦ A2 

♦ 109 8 63 

♦ 2 


♦ Q 9 8 2 

♦ K7653 

♦ 7 

♦ 864 


QUESTIONS 

1 What IS the study of the punishment 
and treatment of criminals called? 

2 With which country is the name of 
dictator Juan Peron associated? 

3 What IS a photograph produced with 
out 4 camera by the action of light and 
shade on sensitised paper called? 

4 Apart from India one other Asian 
country celebrates its independence day 
on 15 August Which country? 

5 In education what is a sandwich 
course? 

6 Sinn Fein (Ourselves Alone) was a 
political party founded in 1900 with the 
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Smyslov (Black) 
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Ribli to move {White) 

Forcing the tension in the centre to resolve 
Itself 

15 PxQP 16 BxP PxP 

17NxP Q-K2 18 0-K2 R(K)-Q1 

19 R(K)-Q1 N-K1 20 B-K3* 

An important moment After the exchange 
of bisnops Black would stand no worse 
but now he is haunted by the bishop pair 


Brjdc.i 


At the 

first table in the 

final of the 

Vanderbilt 

went 

Cup in 

America 

the bidding 

South 

West 

North 

fast 

— 

— 

— 

No 

1 ♦ 

dble 

1NT 

242 

3^ 

No 

No 

No 



intention of seeking complete independ 
ence In which country was it formed? 

7 In which year was the first television 
centre in India set up? 

8 What IS thalassophobia the fear of? 

9 When did hockey first become an 
Olympic sport? 

10 Where in India is the Military Staff 
College? 

11 In Roman mythology who is the 
messenger of the gods? 

12 Who IS a quisling? 

Ajiunoo siq ps|dnooo pue 
pepBAui eaeq oqM sejuieue sAiiunoo 
siq iniM seiejoqeiioo oq/w jopeji y zi 




simad at hts quaanside 
10 FMV1 21P-KRS IMI3 

22 NxN RxR 23 RxR QxN 

24 0-84 

White now has a new trump control of the 
QB file 

24 B-B3 25 B-83 0-4(2 

2eP-QR4l 

The start of a winning plan 

26 N-Q2 27 P-ON4 P-4U 

26 R-Q1 PxP 29 PxPt 

Another fine decision If 29 BxP N-K4 

simplifies 

29 N-B1 30 RxR QxR 

31B-Q5 0-02 32P-RS PxP 

Fatal He must play 32 B-Q1 32 P-R6 
B-B3 when White will try to manoeuvre 
hts queen to QN7 

33 PxP M-K3 

DIAGRAM 

34 BxN' PxB 35P-Rei B-K2 

36 Q 04 Resigns 

A game of deceptive simplicity 


MICHAEL SI EAN 


South won the club lead in dummy a o 
finessed ♦ J He then led a diamond to 
the king and made the contract easily 
enough losing three diamonds and one 
heart At the other table 


South 

West 

North 

East 

— 

- 

— 

No 

1 ♦ 

dble 

No 

24P 

3 ♦ 

No 

34P 

dble 

No 

No 

44 

No 

No 

No 

dble 

No 

No 


rou too might have doubled on the 
West hand' He led the king of clubs 
declarer finessed in spades and led a 
cunning ♦ 8 West went up with the ace 
and punched declarer with a club South 
led ♦ 3 West split his honours and the 
king won Now another spade finesse 
spade winners and West made just two ) 
diamonds and one heart 

TERENCE REESE I 
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or a bank 
that knows 
how to treat 
a customer. 

It's not really much of a choice. 

You can continue to put up 
with the delays, the indifference, 
the crowds and the confusion. 

Or you can find a bank that 
treats you the way a bank should. 
With a little courtesy. 

A little attention. 

And a little enthusiasm. 

At MongkongBank you will Find 
all three in plenty. What you 
won't find Is the aloofness 
that some people seem to read 
into an international name. 

Walk Into our nearest branch. 
Look around and see the difference 
for yourself. 

Is It much of a choice? 


<z> 

HongkongBank 

The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation 


Bombay Calcutta Hew Delhi 
Madras Vlsakhapatnam 
Merchant Banking Division Bombay 
The British Bank of the Middle Cast Bombay 


Because your mon^ deserves 
a little more respect. J 
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TEASERS 


BY SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Really? 


7 TENS 


7 UNITS 


Witsharpener 


Four girls in college aged 18,19, 20, and 21 years who 
entered a swiinming competition were placed in the 
first, second, third and fourth places Their names were 
Brinda, Saiala, Maya and Rashmee and their surnames 
were Singh, Das, Pu,i and Lai We know that 

a) Rashmee Das is two years older than Maya who came 
neither fust noi last 

b) Miss Lai IS 19 veais old and Miss Pun came third 

c) Sarala, the 20 year old, was neither first nor second 
Given these clues, can you give the full name of each 

girl and sav how each girl faied in the competition’ 


Did you know that you have your 9’s tables literally at 
the lips of youi hngeis^ 

Hold both voui hands with the palms facing you 
Count on youi fmgeis fiom the left beginning with the 
left thumb as 1, index finger as 2, etc It you wish to *ind 
8x9 (or eight nines) bend the 8th finger, as shown in the 
illustration A above The fmgeis to the left of the bent 
finger count as TLNS’ and to the tight of the bent fingei 
count as ‘UNIlS’ Foi 8x9, you get 7 tens and 2 units Oi 
72 For 1x9, bend the lid finger from the left thumb as 
shown in illustration B You get, 2 tens and / units, 
3x9 27 


Figure it Out 


Word Play 



9 )—{ e )-( / >- - 


This word maze will contain 12 words, when com 
pleted, one letter per space, leading in cither clockwise 
01 anti clockwise direction The clues to the words are 
given below 

1 Drote’n tuiu '' aiound, to sell 

2 Havens upset, with a blade 
I Beat u 

f Woof Wooted 

"i Appealed to be 

b A smile for a photograph 

7 A pioduct of cui and hog’ 

8 Cued from a text 

9 Smiled like a ray 

10 Melanchly or grave 

11 A mixed up she dot gave a party 

12 Gave in 



How many squalls in this fish’' 
How many lecltiogles'' 


Blankagrams 

The Lord bt-' My days of- 

-are over I iiave, at last, found a suitable maid I 

can sleep in peace at night, instead, of being in and out 

of bed, changing-She is quite funny, 

though' And a bit cheeky' When the Loid and master 

left for work, she*-— — —,’ as she said, 

bossing over me It was diffu uli keeping a straight face 

The blanks in the above spaces can be tilled in by 
words made up ot different arrangements of the same 
letters Can you find these words’ 


Quick Think 


If every turopean woman who is entertained at the 
Rashtiapati Bhavan in Delhi wears a long dress, and 
every woman visiting the Rashtrapati Bhavan in a long 
dress has been English, can we assume that every 
English woman who wears a long dress is entertained at 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan’ 
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TEASSRS 


loin the Dots 


Shape Sleuth 



Some tiingle this twine has got into' If you pulled at 
the ends of this lomplicated looking ‘knot’, would you 
aitually gtt a knot or not’ 


Solutitms to last week’s Teasers: 


Figure it Out: Piece no 20 is the odd one out 


Mindbender: 


w 


Blankagrams: 


(lit vdvot luining the SIX dots In how 
\ ,ii. M>u |oin these SIX dots mirror 
h 1' e not been counted separ 


MuicK inirik 

Wri ii. nipt idtiitt IS the same regardless of whether It 
1 tsinsid u\ fiuniun or t entigrade’ 


pOPDDia 

IQIIOGDBr 


I tEODDBI 
iOQin 

uuum 

aciDiil 

□DQDI 


What’s in a Word School 
Shape Sleuth: e does not woik out 


Cryptocross: 



n Pi K r= 

Leiurrniiitfiinffi 
ff m W: B, 

ai ■:< » fiiiniKiPiHi 

T: m B B. 

irr in ^ lo >7 

11717 ™!'*: iTl B 

KniflinmiT £ i!: ffi 
if? m ■'7inii7is:vriii»irr 

nSSSSnranSSn^ 

HMHMiiiriinnHnwmN 

wofflnnnrrfinniTrniin 


Witsharpener. Since half the girls completed 5 books 
each and the other half only 3, the average number of 
books each girl filled in was 4 We already know that the 
boys filled in 4 books each Therefore, the average 
number of books completed by each student is 4 Since 
there were 60 boys and girls in the class, 240 books of 
notes were filled in all 
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mimam 


igira 


66 r^^t99 


00 o 


9 §° ° 




THESE ARE COMMAS AHP THESE ARE 
P055ES5IVES..C0MMA5 PO All THE 
OJORR ANP P05SE55IVES 6ET ALL THE 
CREPiT..THEV HATE EACH OTHER! 




THESE ARE QUOTATION MARKS. 
THEY'RE Always toeether.. 
. LIKE PAIR skaters... > 








Built to run on. 

So you don't get run down. 




7 $ ^ 




• Heavyduty industrial model 

• Sturdy motor f01 long iitfc 

• High air delivery 

• High suction power 

• Low noise level 

• Dynamically balanced blades 

• Optimum air displacement 

Install a Bajaj heavy duty Exhaust ban Ideal for 
factories, publicandcommetcial buildings. 


Exhaust Fans 






















VARIETY/Khaas Baat 


C hildren of famous peo 
pie don’t always be 
come famous That’s the 
case with Kamia Vasudev, 
daughter of popular w ritei 
Uma Vdsude\ Kamia has 
since long been trying to 
get a break in the tinsel 
world, but without sue 
cess Her mother and 
equally famous aunt, Dt 
Aruna Vasudev tried then 
utmost to influence her 
career in films but it lust 
did not take off In com 
meicial film circles pro 
ducers had never heard of 
eithti Uma Vasudev oi 
Aruna Vasudev and Kamia 
came back disappointed 
c\erv time she knocked at 
a pioductr s door Tht 
only timt she found woik 
was wht n /fasari 
/Va/dvana Raogdvehti a 
biief role in Aa; ka MLA 
Tht film vi as a fiasco at 
the box office and ruined 
the chances of kamia is ho 
was expecting a gieat 
brt ak Aftei making 
lomids again Kamia 
found a side role in a 1 ilm 
called Vjdnsas isiih Rdf 
kiidii as tht lead man 

T ht attack of gossip 
maga/ines against Gul 
/.u continues unabatc d 
But (lulzai is not woiried 
and lit has tuintil a dc if 
ear to what tht tilmi tour 
iialists wiitt about him 
The viiulerit attack 
against Gul/ar began with 
his decision to marry 
Rdkhee 1 his mat i lage 
can never last declared 
tht Bombay press andie 
jolted when what they had 
presaged for the couplt 
camt true That was 
however, not the end of 
Gul/ar and Rakhet as tar 
as tht pi ess was con 
t ei ned A spate of ‘ inves 
tigative stones’ appeared 
on whv the marriagt did 
not last Why can’t the 
press stop meddling in tht 
private lives of people •’ 
Gulzar seeing the stoi les 
in the press, retorted “1 
don’t know why they (the 
filmi press) ai e so worried 
about us ” Rakhee has 
gone a step further She 
has in her own words, ]ust 
“stopped reading gossip 
magazines ’’ 


T * hings are hotting 
up on the Zeenat Aman 
AfazharK/ian'ront But how 
the two stars came to be 
linked is still baffling 
many At the time when 
the two came together 
Zeenat was having a torrid 
affair with I rank Norino 
“I have finally found the 
man whose child 1 would 
like to have” Zeenat had 
said and she was taken 
quite seriously She 
claimed to have found 
happiness at last Mazhar 
himself, was facing diffi 
cult times His career 
which had only recentlv 
looked up was once again 
at tht bottom He wa 
looking dt spy rate Iy foi 
ways to get back into tht 
limelight His family lift 
was going steady and ht 
was a loy mg husband and 


father Then tame Bhawa 
m Junction, the film that 
changed it all Zeente 
babv and Ma/har spent a 
lot of time shooting 
together in Kathmandu 
winch gave rise to a spate 
of stories about a passion 
ate romance in the offing 
hor Zeenat of course it 
was just anothei fling, but 
for Mazhar the gossip led 
to a lot of trouble 

S hiva ka Insaat the 
three dimensionalthi il 
Ic r may be running to 
packed houses thioughout 
thecountiy but Jackie 
Shi off IS not happy with 
the film since his acting 
has been overshadowed by 
tht technological marvels 
Jackie has even decided 
not to work with Rai ‘yip 
p\ once his best friend 



Amnta Singh bowled b) Ravi Shastrl 


T he “Chan^pion of 

Champiobs” Ravi Shas 
tn came back to Bombay, 
the city where his love for 
cricket began to a rousing 
welcome The welcome 
accorded to the star was 
something unprecedented 
in the citv s history But 
foi young Ravi Shastri 
Bombay introduced him to 
a first ot another kind It 
was his tirst exposure to 
malicious gossip His name 
wac linked with the ‘spoilt 
little daughter’ of Ruksa 
na Sultana Amnta Singh 
The photographs of the 
cricket heio and the i ising 
starlet were generously 
dispk yed in at least hitt 
popular gossip maga in s 
Tht magazines talked ao 
out how Amnta was 
broken hi a'‘'ed after Sun 
nv Dtol (ot BeMafefamei 
ditched her and how she 
was desperate for a rc 
placement The stones 
€ilso mcniiontd how she 
chanced to meet Ray i 
sh istt 1 at a pal ty and the 
c I icketei tell head ovei 
heels in love with her The 
rumour s of a budding ro 
nianci trai elled so fast 
that several regional 
magazines picked up the 
romantic stoiy 

W hat IS the itason foi 
the uneasy silence 
betivecn S/iabana A/ini 
and Smiia Paul The two 
heioines it may beret il 
led hay e bi t n w aging a 
pitched battle ot words 
And guess about what'’ 

On then own talents Tht 
rtison we discoyer is that 
the two hdie been cast 
toge ther in as many as 
three forthcoming films 
I hev have stopped making 
snide re mark i against 
each Ollier lest it affe cl 
then work m tht films But 
how will the two who have 
always been at loggi r 
heads work together •' 

4 f una IS determine d to 
fill the void left bv Sii 
Demn Tamil films She is 
trying to please the pro 
duceis by willingly accept 
ing roles that require very 
little clothes But does she 
have the talents oi the 
shapely figure of Sri Dt vi■* 
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Who’S Right? 

T wo AIL ( ( 11 ptnetal 
M c t t'fat It s Lijtiti a 
dll ft (I t II li oihi I o|)i nl\ 
111 ilu picss ittmtK A 
mt (tiiip 111 till ( onijit ss(l) 
'voi kiMK >-i>niiiutu t (( UC 

11 u IS 1)1 III), hi Id on 21 
\pi I Siik.iMt Viiina loi 
nil I ’oiiiniiisi andotliiial 
.poke mm ol lilt paitv 
li id aim mmi d tlijl a st s 
Sion ol till \IL ( 11 ) would 
In tu Id in lilt capital on 
Mac to maik tiu bciMii 
nitif.’ ol till pait\ s tiiiitn 
tin ti It 1)1 alums A da\ la 
fit, (i Naiuppiali Moo])a 
tiai told 'hi pi i s^ that \ i i 
ma w.is wionp Ilu 't ■. 
'1 m li .1111 was to lit Ik id 
at )i t lilt I W ( (I till 1 mil 
dll.(tod ahoiil It Lon 
suit nil' tli.it tins oiild bt 
till 111 M Vlt ( 1 1 1 mi 11 at 
li I i< i|i\ I. indlii I li \ a 
turn I'l till p.iin .mil till 



(■ K MiiO|).iiiai dilti iiiicl Siik.inl L11in.i 1 ricliti 


poMinmoiu Hill list SI-, 
‘•ion w.o hi Id wlwii Mn 
liiiliia (.aiidtii was thi 
I’l iiiu Miiiisti t ) coiitiisioii 
\..is lie.Hod l)\ Moop.i 


lull’s St.Ill tilt 111 V^ IS tiu 
iKw loadiishi(i .111 I SI to 
noldmjt ilio sissiim-' Sioi 
(I ■• wilt I iTinii il I a 11 1 \ 
.iHo.il .iboiit siiiiint I nil 


disionfeni in tht paitv 
and about rho wav J K 
lain won thi paili.inion 
laiv p.iitv polls dtspiiL .1 
‘diiittivo .i^jamsi liiiii 
I line was also talk about 
.1 iiiti'iiiif; whiili 107 Ml's 
had 111 Id al .i si nioi but 
out ol pow l 1 ll .lilt I s 
houst I 111 puss bill imp 
alti 1 ilu 21 A pi ll nil i tinp 

t 111 11 till i wo ilW .nil ll 
with Dated bn illi This 

I Hill hot ll \ 1 I 111 . iiid 

Moo()aii.iI biif 1 1 d t 111 
pil'- Ilu Sts lll'l \..is 

111 mt. III III on ) and '> M i 
till \ .iii'ioiinn it I 111 i m 
lU'ion III Hod b\ Moop.i 
li.ll w.i l ll .Hell lill llu 
(| ll si lOI till I l III llIU (I 

V\ h \ had \l o I p . n 11 
ipi III d III III util \iid I 

did ills pii 1 'll' n till ^ 

pi 1 ss I (I 111 11 111 no 11 I 
til H Si ik mt \ 1 1 Ill I \ 1 
111 III I loi lb sii O' 'll pi I ' 
I n 111 


Whizkid 

W liiti 12 M ai old Kan 
laii ll ll Iv w I still 
di 111' niadi niaiiaj iiij 
dll i < till ot I III ptiblii St I 
I'll I'liit lodi.iii lomi 111 
III .1 lopnit lit ( oipoi.Hioii 
1 111 'L ) on tho i\i 'll \siad 
111 IbS.. main t'lbioi.s 
li.iii liti II 1 a. I d li i\ lilt, 
t.it kll (' 111' issipnnii 111 
I 11 lilt dill o t.ii wliii ll 
iiiiobtd di .diip w nil as 
111 iiiv IS '2 ll idt unions iii 
till I i DC ll ll 1 ' Is aboul 
to 1 1 1 .Hi vi t aiio'lii i 11 
I Old III ihii I VI al 'I nil 


wliiih ii eoniiiiu to an i nil 
111 Viiuust 1 ‘iHS ni.iv SI I 
bini l.ikt up vtt .inotiiii 
.issittiiriit tit til.It (it till 

i hit t X( lutive ol till ,)i( 
stipiods St HI fnidintloi 
poi .11 .on ol India Hi w ill 
till ll hot (lint lilt voi opt St 
evil chit I t\( eiUH t to 
h.ni hi Id (liaipt ot tin 
SIC I 111 tit III ot till pi I 
si lit t liii I ot SIC 1 ' ( 

! utli.ii isiomiiiLto mind 
aioiiiid till saiTii tinii as 
Itti b s ti I Ill III ! 1 DC |i l( 
Iv iiiav 11 plait 1 Kili.ii 


Creditworthy Indeed! 


N ow til.II till (Jt .ilinp' ol 
li.uil ' .111(1 othi 1 pull 
'll ' ii.iii 1 d lll'l tulioiis HI 
'I'l p t tlV ( I l .11 S ill ' 

I" III 11 I'mi ( d bv ihi 

It I t liidhi iipiiiie 111 
' '' )U It ll tin w (V 

I ' f* 1 \ l Oil 

i id ( I ll ' s ii.i. inpi 
s 1 1 Mil do 1 Holt 1 

I ' III d bv C I Inn I 'la 
'I ll III ll b I td ni.iv 111 
tii 1.11 <iiu d It IK I I a\ t 
ti ' 1 )k .iiivwlii ti I Isi but 
'111 b il.i111 ( shills ot 
C 1 11.11 p. Miipli s t'lnpui 
1 1 1 mt tlv the ( III .1 C o) i 


kiiip lit now h.is the 
' C .impa lanpi ot jno 
dih t' I 1 hi Rs 'IS times 
wilt advaiiLod le'aiiist 
pii.iianites tutnisbid bv 
I’m t Di inks I’l IV all* I id 
In IbSl with a paid up 
eapil ll ol Rs 2 'j’i lal h' ihi 
loniji.i'iv had losfivisand 
suiphi willth Rs's iSH 9 and 
<11 tumulaluj lossos wonh 
Rs 1 O'J SI (iSO When tho 
e um pa n . ' v\ oi t li was 
minus <1 eioii nipues how 
was Its g u ai ail t ee 
.1' e o p 1 1 ll ■' Wilt the 
t is 11 tin ns SI 11 liiiisi d •' 


Changed Names 


N t vv De Ihi 'low h.i 
I oail' n.imi ti alti i 
both 1 Ho .Hid N isst I lilt 
io touiideIS III till Non 
Altgni ll Mt VI mini with 
|.iw ih.ul ll Nt IIIti 1 \ po) 
non ot till Dull I R.ng 
Ro.id m south Dt Ihi h.i 
been dudii.Hed to Ciam.ll 
A tide I N.issit ol Ipvpt 
I his 1 i.id tills moss losip 
Bi o/ 1 HO Mai p w hii ll I mis 
noitli 'o south ttiioiiidi 
posh 'south I)i 111! lohmit' 
Nas'si'i s iiami did not 
1 tpl.it i aiiv (MU 1 1 st Bih 
this v> I' iitii tht last with 
'I'l ot hi I load W'ht n 
A ugoslav It ailci Tito was 


liiinoii 1(0 111 I'l tin 

iia.iii w hit ti di s I ) II d ^ 
li im D( III! I' III III,I, vv IS j 
tli.ii "t 'hi i.ii I K I I’l mu I 
Mini st' I 111 B lii idiii I 

Sll.i 111 I 111 pi t 1 ll I Up I 
M.u. vv I ol 4 m ill' e illtd I 
rhi I ll B iluidui “sli I III 
Mai p N ibodv mn u i d ■' . ' 

i h.iiipi \ p,i u t ll’ b I 

tvtii till iliildi I ol I ll I 
Bah.idui Sli.i III 1 1 o 111 ' 

HI Jiolll ll s I out l I . ibl'lt l I 
111 I II I s I ( I I o I r .in(I 
.iiiotlui ,1 1 ok ‘s.ihli.i nil m 
ill I I did iioi tiiilKi till 
l ll.Hlgl Ol t \ t 11 it I 111 V 
did no oiii hotlunil to 
point out tilt lalhiiv 


Communication Gap 


T ht iHitientv, oi tht 
l.iik ol it HI the tele 
phone ilipattment was 
highlighted on 2 S \pnl bv 
a polHital annountemtni 
I tu lesideiitial telephone 
of Anand Shainia, whose 
appointment ,is Indian 
Youth Ciingiess piesulent 
was announced in tht 
nioniing papeis that dav. 
w Is out of 01 del Ihe ml 
ingpaitv Vll’s who wanted 
to longiatulaie him lould 


not git iliiougl) on phone 
W'litn Anand .Shaniia wi iii 
to P.ii iiament s C t nti al 
Hall the one pti son who 
ttnainlv looked emhai 
i.issid was LoinniniuL.i 
turns ministei Ram Nivas 
Miidha A mnnbei ol Vll’s 
had tomplaiiitd about 
‘sliaima’s pboiu to him 
that dav 
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Bajaj Autoingenuity 



India isn t the West. Indians don’t buv two-wheelers for fun 
They are a necessity. Yet, the roads aren’t perfect. Petrol isn’t 
(heap Service and spare parts aren’t available at every corner. 

That’s why Bajaj Auto has developed iLs scooters to a level of 
ruggedness and reliability where they command a premium in 
the open market. People pay premiums only when they know 
they are getting value for their money 
That’s how we designed and built the liajai M50 motorcycle 


at 
(a I 

Value for money for years 


too. I'o be the most powerful, rugged, lowest priced, genuine 
5()cc motorcycle in the country Soon, you’ll see the more 
powerful Bajaj MHO on the road 
That’s why we designed the Bajai Rear Engine Autonk.sha 
For cheaper, more comfortable public 
transportation 

That’s Baja) Auto ingenuity. Making 
vehicles winch India needs. Making them 
very well. Making over 300,000 a year. 

By 1987-88 we should be making over 
700,000; with Indian ingenuity. 
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A Missing Assassin? 


1 )(K‘S anyont reiiic niiKr' a hero 
21 years nfh r his (Iviithl* 
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Food, friends and Thums Up. 
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Aftiticn&l!y fla\,(n!recl 
•Contains no fiuit juice,<}r irnit pulp, 


The refreshing Cob 
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FACE CARE 
FOR MEN 










Novopan presents 
all the excitement of 
Executive Class! 




Was it the airlines who decided 
that the executive deserved to 
be put in a separate class’ 

It doesn’t really matter 
who started it. 

The fact is that 

most companies today treat it 

as a ground rule. 

So who adds this touch f,f class’’ 

Perhaps there’s no candidate 
for the job with as much 
all-round potential as Novopan 
Novopan is the only 
pre-laminated particle board 
in the country 

It’s pre-laminated on two sides 
Ready for the )ob. 

This means your office panelling 
can go up almost overnight 


There’s no disruption of work. 
And look at the choice. 

A range of wood fini.shes — 
teak, rosewood, oak., 
whatever you would' 

As well as a variety of 
colours and designs. 

For doors too. 
there’s nothing like it. 

You can order just the size 
you need. And shut the door 
on the problem' 

Novopan is great for tables, 
cabinets, bookshelves.. 
everything. 

You can choose between regular 
Novopan and phenol-bonded 
Novopan Extenor. 

So you can use it indoors and 
outdoors. 


And here’s the final 
qualification to clinch the 
appointment 

Novopan doesn’t cost the earth. 
As a matter of fact. 

It costs less than those 
one-sided laminate 
and plywood combinations. 

Novopan — 

for all the excitement of 
Executive Class 

Novopan India Limited 
“SLIRYODAYA”, 2nd Floor 
MO-bO'lt, Begumpet 
Hyderabad 500 016 

Phone 70128/70129 


For stylish interiors make sure your furniture maker 
u.ses only Novopan pre-laminated particle boards. 
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Swiss style...and good sense! 


RtCIONAL OFFICES 

AHMEDABAD —0/3 Han Krishna Estate Narol Ahmidahad HAMiAKJHl — suhh iramaHuildind dndrinordi Shupsiti Si iptnlini Ruad humaral’arkWfsl Mangalore 560021 
Phone 33801 BOMBAV — 317 Tulsiani Chamhers dldBaikhay Retlamatiim Narim in Point Uonihii 100(121 F’hnni JddWO 212845 212160 t AUI TTA — 10 DrUl Mohan 
Bhattacharjee Road NearMoulaAli Calcutta 700 014 Phone 211154 COCHIN — lO 566 A hrt,hnactaam\ C '"oss Road Cochin 6H201R Phone 11670 NFIA DELHI — 901, 
l|g|nkunt House ORajendraPlace New Delhi 110008 Phone 571614(1 5716584 MADRAS— Anuraag JA Murray s(iati Road Alwarpil MjdracSflOOIH Phone 453783 454116 
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. Fight tooth decoy. 








Give them the 

Colgale Ring of Confidence! 

Regular brushing with Colgate 
gives your family clean, fresh breath, strong healthy teeth. 

That’s the Colgate Ring of Confidence. 

This IS how Colgate's trusted formula 
works for you every time you brush 

Pi|HBieH Bacteria grow in food particles 
ill trapped between teeth, causing 
f -f T T '• breath and tooth decay 

Colgate s unique active foam 
reaches deep to remove 
I f I odour-causing food particles 

-L'l—I jn and decay-causing bacteria 

jPPiiP^P^ Regular brushing with Colgate 
gives you clean, fresh breath 
" and strong, healthy teeth 

Make sure your family brushes with 
Colgate after every meal . . 

Give them the Colgate Ring of Confidence ^6u'U, 6we, itan'eik uum^ 
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Rnd joy in the mountains 








High and beautiful 

Darjeeling 

It's a range of beauty spots a pat kage of 
experiences Darieelmg town the warm and 
friendly 'Queen >t full stations fcxquisite natural 
splendour Ml t veresi and the Kanrheniunqha 
range rolling lea gardei s valleys full of flowers 
and evergreens The i olourfui town with its gay processions 
and dances during festivals shops and bazaars museums 
and zoos A number of Tourist Lodges to ctioose from 


Calm and lovely A journey through miles of lovely green 
\>f ivil/ gardens and orange orchards takes you to the 

IvliriK lake at Mink Walk through forests of evergreen 






Cool and attractive 

Kalimpong 


CA/TBa>4Rf8Sa 


])^mSLINE/MJA/c£ar 


Islamabad; They call this city half as 
big as the Arlington cemetery and 
twice as dead. Karachi was the first 
capital of Pakistan, but it was too 
commercial and too crowded and 
perhaps too full of people for the 
comfort of those who ran Pakistan. 
Governments do not, as a rule, like to 
be near too many people: you never 
know from which side the next siege 
might come. Crowds are a reminder 
of problems and tensions except on 
these ^ew occasions when their 
cheers .surge into the clouds, carrying 
the leader along. The architects of 
modern capitals are wise men. They 
know that adulation comes but once 
or twice in a lifetime; while each day 
a crowd can become a mob asking for 
bread or liberty Karachi had nothing 
V. but crowds Worse, they would be 
' mahujir oi Sindhi ciowds, and you 
can’t live among the vi'ry people you 
want to exclude from the power 
structure The rulers of Pakistan, in 
particular the uniformed varie*y, 
needed the security of a Punjabi 
hinterland to feel secure. They 
.shifted first to Rawalpindi, comfort¬ 
ably distant from Sind and satisfying- 
ly close to the army headquarters. 
But even though the accents weic 
right and thg complexions were fair 
in the region of Pathans, there was 
still a problem, the crowd. You can’t 
build the palaces to match Delhi’s in 
a maze called Rawalpindi. And so the 
planners went outside the city’s 
limits, to the point where the hills of 
Murree and Kashmir begin their 
gracious rise. You appreciate how 
close you are to the hills when you 
see one slope up just in front of your 
.1 hotel window. 

' The airport for Rawalpindi and 
Islamabad is the same, but the two 
cities belong to different worlds. 
Rawalpindi has evolved from the 
past; Islamabad has been built for 
the elite of the present and the 
future. Rawalpindi has noise, traffic 
jams, pedestrians, open air res¬ 
taurants cooking kebabs, a jail 
(where they hanged Bhutto), sweet¬ 
meat shops with flies buzzing arodnd 
the glas.s-cascd display cupboards, 
cassette shops blauring subcontinen¬ 
tal music, markets, buses nudging 
one another, drivers cursing, fields 
caked with dust, lanes that twist and 
turn and spill into courtyards ringed 
by houses that came up in the first 
quarter of the century. Islamabad is 
completely the opposite in every 
sense. It is the silence that surprises 
you first, and then the absence of 
visible people. The avenues are wide 
and superbly metalled; you get the 
feeling that the wheels of the enor¬ 


mous variety of international cars 
would not even be specked. This is a 
Rolls Royce city: at sixty miles an 
hour the only sound that you hear is 
the ticking of the clock. And, yes, the 
scratching of the bureaucrat’s pen, 
except that no bureaucrat in the 
world has done anything anywhere at 
sixty miles an hour. And the palaces 
are beautiful, no doubt about that. In 
fact, Islamabad looks like the model- 
design studio of some fabulous 
architect with the funds to go on 
constructing dream after dream. The 
highlight of the moment is the crea¬ 
tion of a marvellous presidential 
palace (General Zia still lives in 
Army House in Islamabad, the resi¬ 
dence of the chief of the army; once 
he sheds his uniform, with the even¬ 
tual going of martial law, he will 
need another official residence) 
This house is being built on Con¬ 
stitution Avenue, a name which 
isounds ironic in view of the fact that 
the Constitution is the one thing 
which Pakistan has not been able to 
agree upon (at the moment the 1973 
Constitution of Bhutto is being 
amended and re-amended, while the 
country is run on the rather less 
debatable authority of Martial Law). 
But Islamabad is not really the poli¬ 
tical capital of Pakistan. It is the 
bureaucratic capital. Normally, these 
two functions are combined, as the 
elected or nominated political lead¬ 
ers mesh and spar with the perma¬ 
nent civil service to create a specific 
ethos as in Washington or Bonn or 
New Delhi. But Islamabad still lacks 
the energy which is injected into an 
environment by the active politician. 
A new legislature had just been 
voted in when 1 visited the city. 

There are not too many' 
of the world’s 
.journalists in 
Islamabad now, 
because cemeteries 
rhrely make much 
news. But if the Prince 
of Civilian Rule has 
really kissed our 
Sleepinilf Beauty, and 
everyone is i^oing to 
wake up, then we are 
heading for exciting 
times, not only in 
Islamabad but in the 
whole of Pakistan. 


brought into being by a rather cu¬ 
rious form of democracy which consi¬ 
dered political parties to be intrinsi¬ 
cally evil, and individuals much bet¬ 
ter substitutes. The primary purpose 
of the partyless election was to en¬ 
sure that the People’s Party did not 
get anywhere near the legislature, 
but anyway there were at least 
elected members in the house rather 
than the selected yes-men of the 
Shoora, the last “voice of the peo¬ 
ple.” In theory, this select band of 
elected individuals was meant to 
debate and exercise their vote by the 
highest principles—pure nonparti¬ 
san interest and the greatest good of 
the nation. There was to be nothing 
like a government and an opposition 
in the house, though a goveinnent 
headed by a Prime Minister had tieen 
formed and had to legitimise its 
assumption of power by a ‘yes’ vote 
in the house. The Prime Minister, on 
paper, was the chief executive of the 
country, while President Zia, very 
much on paper again, was now just 
the head of state—but not quite 
without teeth, since martial law was 
still in force. 

Very quickly it became clear that a 
Henry the Second/Thomas Beckett 
situation could easily build up be¬ 
tween the President and even this 
sponsored parliament. To begin with, 
Prime Minister Junejo began insist¬ 
ing that martial law was inconsistent 
with a parliamentary system; in 
other words, it should be lifted and 
true authority should be given to 
him. President Zia replied with the 
correct noises, but he was more 
aware of the pitfalls of an environ¬ 
ment freed of martial law than his 
new colleagues in power were. The 
day martial law went, the streets 
would be drowned with demonstra¬ 
tors. And then? The second instance 
of political tension in Islamabad 
came when the legislature defeated 
President Zia’s candidate for Speak¬ 
er, thanks partly to the initiative 
taken by an old-boys’-network (an 
equivalent of Doon School has about 
40 MPs). It was the kind of thing 
which became the staple of conversa¬ 
tions around the country. 

If this is only the beginning, we 
might well have to change the de¬ 
scription of Islamabad. There are not 
too many of the world’s journalists in 
Islamabad now, because cemeteries 
rarely make much news. But if the 
Prince of Civilian Rule has really 
kissed our Sleeping Beauty, and 
everyone is going to wake up, then 
we are headed for exciting times, not 
only in Islamabad but in the whole of 
Pakistan. 
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Hear it 

(if you can) 

A baffle plus a filter make 
Fedders Lloyd the extra*silent air-conditioner 

If you're buying an airconditioner, it 
makes sense to buy one you'll want to 
live with for a long time 

Four separate engineering features 
work to make Fedders Lloyd the most 
convenient airconditioner you can find 

Add to that the first five-year free 
service warranty in India, and you know 
Fedders Lloyd is a bargain at any 
price 

Available in five cooling capacities of 
1 tonne, 1 5 tonne, 1 7 tonne, 2 5 tonne 
and in seven different models 

Demonstrations and detailed 
information available from Fedders 
Lloyd dealers all over the country 

See for yourself 
how hard 

Fedders Lloyd works 
fo make fhings easy for you. 

Lloyd Sales Corporation* tomboy nton* 4222*74 Calcutta tmon* 24**32 Oalhl <H0 ) Mom 3*3*21 Ohla Ptione 615461 

Modcas 47S263 Ann j n< Bangalore Phone ^^66^ Baroda Phono 42522 Bhopal Rione 74193 Cl^chtr 

Phoi t ^ H iviHubao* 1 ofui Prone '*7196 Patna Phone 26622 Poona 64338 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Singi 


Freedom to... 

F or two days elders of the Rajya 
Sabhd talked ^bout freedom of 
the media radio, television, films 
and newspapers All of them weie 
agieed that media freedom was 
essential to maintain a healthy demo 
cracy The majoiity of members were 
of the opinion that the government 
was doing a wonderful job of non 
interferenLe in non official media 
and deserved an accolade foi main 
taming high standards of objectivity 
in Its radio and television broadcasts 
It was iionii that a week earlier the 
premises of the laigest circulating 
CiJiaraii paper had been burnt down, 
pressmen in different paits of the 
country Ioughed up by the police and 
Brahma ( hellancy who had the cour 
.ipe to report what he had seen and 
heard had been charged with sedi 
noil and thrtatenid with his press 
caul being taken awav from him 
None of this dampened the ardour of 
the supporteis of the ruling party 
lournalist MBs who had eaiher com 
plained against then editors foi med 
dhnp oi killing then copv extolled 
the iutdom thev eniovtcl Newspap 
<1 inoprietois and u tiled editor MPs 
assuud each otlui that no pressure 
was ever jnit on them and the Indian 
pit ss c iipncd moie freedom than the 
Amriuan piess An t x minister ol 
tin inloiina'ion and bioadcasting 
miiustiN vcho in oidct to ingratiate 
hiiTisi It with Mis tiandhi had black 
lisitd a loinnalist he suspected of 
biirij (lineal olhci veaxt d elot)uenr 
on I he (bjectiM' lepoiting at the 
me dll he had once eontiolled MPs 
who legulaily listen to the BBC fot 
news about then own country 
a.serttd that tin re was no 

thing this m’ahiel making foreign 
corporation could teach us Their 
speeches can led about as much con 
viciion as a callgiil lauding the vii 
tues ol cirginitv Awkward questions 
put b\ I’lofessoi Lakshmanna (Telu 
gu Desam) about the contents and 
fate of the P C Joshi report were 
blushed a* idc* because its findings do 
not suit the goveiiimenr Lambasi of 
the lampant cormption ni Doordai 
shan t \post d b\ An Vice Maishal H 
I Kaput (nominatedl Itlt no dent on 
the go\i I nnitiit s ihinoccios hide 
1 he higlilighi ol the debate came 
when Pawan Kuniat Barisal (Con 
gress I) umpoiaiilv vacated the 
speaket's chair to sav his piece in 
support of the government Bansal 
does his homework and speaks well 
Just as he was making a point, a 
rotund representative from an east 
ern state who normally snores 





Their (the MPs ) 
speeches carried about 
as much conviction as a 
callg^irl lauding; the 
virtues of virg;inity. 


throughout the afternoon session let 
out a lesuunditig fait that echoed 
found the chamber A befitting com 
ment on oui sanctimoniousness' An 
outiaged Air Vice Marshal Kapur 
asked me, “Is this sort of thing 
allowed in the Housed” 1 should have 
raised a point of order demanding 
whether this loim of expression is 
pai liamentarv 1 desisted from doing 
so as the speakei's chan was occu 
pied bv a ladv Naima Heptullah 
And she was blushing 

The Arrived Man 

C handigarh papeis announced the 
death on the 9th ol Mas ot Sant 
Gulab Singh at iht age of 105 lie 
died peacefully ni his sleep—a kind 
ol death anyone would prav foi I 
never met him Noi, during anv of mv 
innumerable visits ta Chandigaih 
ever thought of calling on him 
Nevertheless , the announcement of 
his death saddened me His biogia 
phy written ten years ago bv an old 
college mate, Vishwa Nath Hoon, has 
been a close companion and manv 
Uidu couplets that appealed in these 
columns were taken from it Vishwa 
Nath’s son who gave me this book 
described Gulab Singh as pahunche\ 
hooye —one who has arrived, a Pun 
labi expression for a person who has 
achieved closeness to God 


On hearing the news, 1 le read Sant 
Gulab Sixifih—hxolution ot a Soui 
with the eulogie* heaped on him by 
contemporary Indian mvstics, Dilip 
Kumai Rov and Gurdial Mahk 
Gulab Singh belungt'd to an afiluent 
famih of villapc Phoa Knalsa neai 
Rawalpindi which ntered the wor^f 
holocaiet darini 'bi i'ri its 
He migiatcil t(> t h i ’it a b ind iltei 
having ptacti-.iii a a li vet 'ot ^0 
yeais turned to inr'tii ili n We was 
a itilusi anil seldom wtti n t ot his 
housi toin<a<h Pi ( v ( i c to him 
lor solace ind I i h t l * „atre vi 


and Sikhs men u c ‘ i ' i 
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EXCLUS1VE/KUI.D1P Navar 




Communalism is 
wholly out of 
place in the 
modern world 
and is essential¬ 
ly opposed to the 
concept of 
nationalism... 
Much of the in¬ 
security and tear 
in the country is 
due to social 
backwardness. 
Economic de¬ 
velopment is one 
way out. But that 
will take time. 



Muslims Suffered Most 


N ot many people know that 60 Mus 
lims wete killed neailv 200 iniuitd 
and 1 000 families uprooted in 
Ahmed.ibad duting tht lectnt anna 
tion against leseivations I hate loiind out 
the reason for tile tost outburst on 18 
March -the government instigated a tom 
rnunal not in an attempt to divert attention 
from the agitation on the reset vation issue 
But 1 lould nor find out who started rhe 
setoiid not on 22 April whtn the polite went 
on the rampage Subsequent trots have been 
a sequel to earlier ones 

1 am at a loss to understand whv the 
naitonal puss has failed to highlight the 
suffering ot the Ahmedabad Muslims line 
the dimtnsiuiis ot tht anti leseivation agita 
tion were largei But tin latt lemains that it 
was the Muslims who sutfeied the rnosi- 
and loi no fault of iheiis All quaiteis adnut 
that Hindus and Muslims had bttti living in 
amitv suite the lOf/) not and in tht letent 
ii’iidents tlieif ate stvetal iiistantes of 
women and tluldnn ot ont tommuiutv 
btiiig given shtltn and piottttion bv the 
othei \ii outstanding t sample is that ot a 
Hindu bov who lushed to hospital on his 
nuitoKvilt a Muslim giil ht tound King in a 
pool of blood on tht load atti i being 
stablu d 

Mans Muslims whom 1 met in Ahintdabad 
askttlnie whv veiv ftw newspaptus lepotitd 
the communal nots and almusi no iitwspap 
ti in tht Lounliv gave details ot the looting 
and killing While much was made ot tht 
imiidoi of a ht ad constable thev said ‘no 
loral nevsspaper tamed a single woid about 
the Muslims tatt Thtv gave mt a topv of a 
liaiiobill in (.uiaiafi whith said ‘ I ht retent 
evtiUs 111 the (itv have led evtiv Hindu to 
think whethei the Hiiidui are safe in India, 
Muslims havt shown then true tobmis 
Mv tteling IS that there ate now militant 
sections in all tommunuies itadv to settle 
stoics with each othei whenevei theie is a 
Intakdown in tht law and order mathiruiv 
\nd this sort ol militancy seenis to have 
gained ground especiallv among tne Hindus 
in recent trmes IKuallv allied to these 
militants are anti social elements and tht 
politicians behind thtm as was t.ident 
during the November riots in Delhi I he 
leaders ot these sections also tiv to use 
economic arguments to instil tear and suspi 
cron in the minds of people and prepare 
then followei. to start a i.ot at the least 
provocation It happened in Bliiwandi, Mora 
dabad. Mtetui and Ahmedaf ad One com 
mon fear tii the minds of Hindus's that the 
Muslim population lor whom tamilv plan 
ning IS a taboo and whose men havt tht 
freedom to ha'e tout wives, will ont dav 
outnumbei them Ihis is « figment ot tbe 
imagination bu' Hindus, bv and laige, be 
lieve If And tht fact that Muslims in India 
are opposed to any proposal to make mono 


gamy compulsory whith Pakistan and some 
Islamic tounii res haye done, only adds to the 
fear 

Many Hindus haye, of late, shown chauvi 
nisiit tendencies Thanks to certain Con 
giesstl) leaders, the appeal and motivation 
of seculai ism has lessened The fact that the 
Muslims no longei vote for the Congress(l) 
en blot has made some in the party adopt 
methods oi make statements that have en 
tout aged communalism 

I am not suggesting that the Hindus alone 
ate afflicted by communalism or there has 
been a secular awakening among Muslims 
But the responsibility of wooing the minor 
ities and giving them a feeling of security 
tests on the shouldeis of the Hindus—the 
niaioiitv—who constitute 80 pei tent of the 
toimirv’s population Here is how a *op 
polite otfitei a Hindu analysed the causes 
of tommunahsm Iht communallv minded 
liolilitiaiis and the preachers have in lealirv 
iievei Itlitht gullible common cituen a'one, 
wlu thei lit fit a Hindu oi aMuslim Seeds of 
tlistiust have been planted in the minds of 
ilic Muslims while the Hindus have been 
told that ihtv ait unjustly coeited into 
making txtiaoiditiaiv toiitcssions to the 
Muslims in t onomit social and cultural 
tields Lsploititig the dtep religious tradi 
tioiis ot both the tommunities, differences in 
then respitlivt piattites and tituals are 
highlighttd and often it is shown that the 
ont 1 . out to (Itsttov the othei 

( ommunahsm is wliollv out of place in the 
modern v'oild and is essentially opposed to 
the tonttpi of nationalism W't must look at 
tlie pioblem in the latgei context Much of 
the insetuiitv and ftai m the tounrrv is due 
to social batkwaidntss Ltonomic develop 
ment is ont wav out But that will take time 
What rhe Hindus should italise is that 
setuldiism IS not only a modern concept but 
IS a nettssaiv one to keep India, with its 
many leligions, united ancl democratic 

The Sikh extiomists who struck in north 
India the othei dav have tried to harm 
India's integiitv as much as Hindu and 
Muslim separatists are hai mmgthe nation 
The answer is a conceited attack on all types 
ol communalism without compromise And 
it evt ‘1 India weie K be a Hindu state— 
which God lot bid—she would disintegrate, 
because the Hindus have neithe* the Pope, 
noi rhe chuich The stiong point of its 
lehgion IS its (atholiciiv that strings 
togethti people ot diffeient cieeds Disci 
plinc or umtoimnv will break it 

Coming back to the question of the Mus 
lims in Ahmedabad I think that all those 
who have sufteied should be compensated 
I It was good to see the Sikhs affected bv the 
I nots being lehabilitated in Delhi Ahmeda 
I bad's Muslim victims, tco should be rcha 
1 bilitated 
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OPINION 



Enemies oi the People 

I was sluK kcd l)v tht report PoltLe 
rs Pionlt (S 11 Ma\) Bv resoit 
inf, to iMicl methods to eliminate 
tiunt tht police art harming society 
iTioie than helping it The Ahmt'da 
had police tommissioner B K Jha’s 
eldim that thtie was no breakdowrn 
of law and oidei in the eitv was a 
blatant he L vt n the C M Madhavsinh 
Solanki lefuscd to admit the truth 
Bibelv Sen Neve Delhi 

• Ivor sinee independente, almost 
t\eiv aim ot the government has 
bteome totally politicised As a re 
suit, the polite have become corrupt, 
inept ineompetent and demoialised 
There aie oi tourse le isoiis for the 
I malaise not onh do policemen live 
in slums with eiiminals as neigh 
I bouis but th(\ ail also liequently 
1 tiansfern d and humiliated and nev 
cr piopeilv named Unless the 
police mac hint I \ is revamped our 
demoei lev will be converted into a 
police state 

I Ptahodh Gtnind \t*M Delhi 

j • Ihe t.uiaiat runs have proved that 
I the Congre (I) nnnistiv htaded b> 
Ml Solanki is iiuajiablc of admi 
I nisteimg tht state 1 he tioublt could 
, have betn avoided it the peneinmeni 
I had tome to a toinpiomise with the 
1 apitateus 

A Sh ink.ii C ih I't' I 

I 

• I he tiilidi (1 agitation tiigpertd 
olt a tJiain re unoii with a eommun 
I dl not pohee itvolt and caste war 
I eiuiitm,, in uctcssinn Mad the not 
spit ad ill tuti the tountr, out en 
■.lie idininisti iiive mat hinerv would 
havt (ollaji eel We must all be on tht 
I guild igjmsi tht mist hiei make IS 
I Piahlad (dio-th ( i/siiffa 

• Till wli ill 1 ue 1 the iiplitt of the 
downti kIcV II tuts httn tackled tht 
wion w i\ f ei \i c thtie is no 
it.ison wli )l I vS veais of inde 
pt ndi ni I I niolntm should still 
itmiii on iveu lii t itt it has be 
come (Ml tin iiitiittibk It is 
pitposltnii I s t upto SO ptr If III 
stal 11) tt 1 ir el tolie gcs and lobs 
lesti t el t I i puiuiilu conimu 1 
itv - i't 1 n V ik Cl d tlass ot In 
dia tide Uiiowiuc iH tiittn i ol 
bait pi uit iiions iiid meiit to the 
wiiK i'u i!v v III stick to ludpe 
ihi iiriete 11 \ c( i I v IS Iht il t > 

IK II II lilt (IS 1 t i< i iht itligion ol 
ett t ' L hi • lo 1) 

\ h< I (Il I I l \ I )( 'I I 

♦ li w s \( 1 til' latCiuatat 



has a home ministei as well as a 
supei home minister’ Shubhabrata 
Bhattaehaiya rightly pointed out 
that “a chief minister who is insensi 
live lo tht people’s hurt feelings and 
piotecis those who perpetrate the 
law of the jungle must go ’ It is 
unfoitunate that a war between the 
police and the people should be 
fought in a state which gave Mahat 
ma Gandhi to the nation 
VN Ndiavanaiwam\, Madras 

• Time and again, the police force 
has piovcd unequal to the duties and 
services for which it is being pnmari 
h maintained And the fault is not 
entiielv its own The manner in 
whteh It IS maintained and managed 
IS, to sav the least inept The mes 
sage of Ahmedabad cannot be disre 
gai ded anv longer reform the polite 
or pav the price of neglect 
Roshan ball Meerut 

• It is the mistoi tune of th people of 
Gujaidt that they have a chief minis 
tei who instead of protecting them 
It mams a mute witness to police 
aiiotities on the public When the 
1‘iime Minister was talking of the 
pui itv ol tht Congress at the party’s 
ttnttnar\ session in New Delhi, he 
toigot about the atrocities that were 
Ik mg pel petrated in Guiatat where 
the Congress(I) is in power Mr 
Solanki has been trying to ignore the 
mam issues hoping that the agita 
non will not last, it is an old Congress 
plov—let the situation worsen till it 
gets out of toturol, and then one can 
give It a communal tinge Mr Solanki 
IS cleaih trying to cteate a situation 
like Punjab and Assam in his state 
s L Malakai Agra 


Pe ople Matter 

C ongratulations to Tariq Abdullah 
for his confession to Yusuf 
Jameel, ‘G M Shah has been Re 
duced to a Minority in the Assembly’ 
(28 April—4 May) The final arbiters 
of power in a democracy, after all, 
are the people It was “we the peo 
pie’’ who should decide who should 
be entrusted with power Democracy 
must give piimacv to the will ot the 
majority if this is to be done the 
present govermnent under G M 
Shah should bt dismissed in order to 
give the people an opportunity to 
elect a governmtiu of their thoue 
The masses ol |ammu and Kashmir 
have already expressed full eonfi 
dence in Dr I arooq Abdullah m the 
retent Lok Sabh i jiolls 
Bi/ov Kumat Diim Jalf iiguii 


WaiTior With Plough 

I n I he Beginning ot the hnd^ C" 11 
Mdv) Sarada P Nanda disco std 
the political situation m Orissa and 
dragged the name ot a jiartitulai 
community, the khanda>ats into tht 
political arena Around 'iO per i e nt of 
the population of Orissa bt longs to 
the khandayat taste also called j 
kshdtnya, agharia, piadhaii paik I 
odiya, kulita and dalua in different 
regions Most of the membeis of the | 
Orissa legislative assembly belong to 
the same caste Tht etymological 
meaning ot khandayats is warriors 
who control the sword Duniig tht I 
reign of the Mahaidja ot Pun C.a | 
Japan, members of this caste weie 
mainly engaged in the militaiy foitc 
of the state Today, since Orissa is a 
largely agricultural state 90 per cent 
of the population is engaged in agri 
culture irrespective of caste or 
creed Thus, castes today can no 
longer be identitied actotding to 
their occupations 
Manmath N Baial Kendtapata 


_Bitter Memories 

A ny right thinking person would 
agiee with the views of opposi 
non leaders to whom Summv put the 
question What Should the Akalis Do 
Now’ (28 April 4 May) History has I 
not forgotten the mahants who hon 
oured General Dyer in the Golden 
Temple as a defender ot the Sikh 
faith and presented him a saropa 
(honour) after he earned out the | 
Jalhanwalla Bagh massacre I 

S Jayaraj, Coimbatore ' 
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Wrong, Mr Paul 


-If 


S wrai Paul {Opinion, 28 April 
Mav 41 presumes that Si noay’s 
uadeis have to ‘sullei’ the writings 
of Khushwant Singh and Kuldip 
Navai I his is lust not tiue We love 
leading them while Mi Singh’s gos 
sip IS a treat Mi Navai’s fatts are 
always icscaling And )iistifiabl> 
enough you begin with them even 
befori the lettei s pages whiih most 
magazines put fust to flattei their 
leadeis But what surprises me is 
how people can take men like Mr 
Paul setiouslv He tiled to sabotage 
Indian indust v and got a lot of free 
publicits in thi Indian media \ihich 
he dots not diseivt 
Aiun Kh.iitoih Deoria Uttar hddesh 

• Mr Paul s letter paints a pathetic 
picture of this defeated ‘saviour of 
Lstorts and DCM It shows how he 
has passed into oblivion without the 
publicity he enioyed in the press 



Swrg) Paul 


earlier, thanks to his ‘Indira connec 
tions’ Now he is desperately trying 
to get back in the news by maligning 
journalists of repute like Khushwant 
Singh, Kuldip Nayar and even M J 
Akbar, who were instrumental in 
exposing him 
IJ Khosla, Calcutta 


Spirited Defence 


K 'ildii) Na\ai was righi ii, his 
Dekmt ol (naiiiii (Ixtlusivt 
S 11 Mas) Afix-i having destabilised 
I all democratic institutions the Con 
giiss has now started a sinister cam 
I paign against the countiy’s first 
I citi/en While they blame all and 
sundry toi their failuies they lionise 
their own hoodlums It is not suipris 
ing that no action has been taken 
against the Congressman who made 
the indiscictt umarks against the 
President Mr Nayar rightly said that 


I agree with Khushwant Singh’s 
((lOSMp Aweef and Soui, S 11 
May) A man who has been a victim 
of castt conflicts and communal riots 
would natuially want to live among 
m' mbers of his own community as he 
IS psychologically convinced that vio 
lentc can break out anywhere at any 
time Not suipiisinglv, in every town 
m our scculai countiv there is a 
Biahman tola, a Rajputgarh, a )at 
nagai, a Hariian tula and Mianhad 
Md Anwar Alam Quwaispuii, Patna 

• In his Item on the 'Wife seeker’ 
(14 20 April) Mr Singh has tried to 
denigrate the Hindu religion It was 
blasphemous of him to have said that 
Ram Chandraji advised a person who 
had lost his wife to ask for Hanuman 
li’s help in recovering her Mr Singh 
ought to know that Ram Chandraji 


whatever his shortcomings Gianiii 
has conducted himself very well 
P Govind, New Delhi 

• I was perturbed to know that the 
Congress(I) MP, K K Tiwari, has 
levelled serious chaiges against the 
man who holds the nation’s highest 
office One must not forget that 
Giani]i has pioved himselt to be 
secular, inviting the wrath of his own 
community 

Kajvir Grewal, Calcutta 


_Mohallas 

was no less than a god and that 
Hanumanji went to Lanka to look 
after Sitaii on Ram Chandrap’s 
orders, and not on his own 
Sanidv Chopra Ludhiana 

• I doubt whether Mi Singh (20 26 
Apiil) knows that cucumtision was 
practised by thf nomadic tribes of 
Aiabta and Persia centuries before 
the birth of Islam The tribes which 
were converted to Islam, brought 
their age old < ustoms into the reli 
gion The Muslims have only 
absorbed the i ontinuing traditions of 
the Jews and other nomadic tribes 
MR Praiad Nagpur 

• So even Khushwant Singh manages 
lo misquote IqbaP The first line of 
the couple' quoted by him in his 
column (28 April—4 May) should 


Who'S Their i 

M l Nayars aigiiincnt in The 
^ldged^ ol Paki'-ran's Ahme 
cfias (t vi/iiMit 11 Match—6 April) 

IS fallacious The Ahmcdias should 
be aske d whetht r th» \ accept the | 
‘finality whiih Mi \,*sai ascribes | 
them If they do who oi what is 
(ihuiam Ahmed Oadiyani-' Can there 
be any p« i son moic final aftei 
acctpiing the finality of Mohammed’ 
Can thin b( any figuie rounder than 
a elicit fht countiy which is “claim 
ing to 1) Islamit is only exposing 
the Ahni dias lack of teasoning And 
this countiy is not alone in being 
strict with the Ahmedias No member 
of this gioup IS permitted to peiform 
Hat tpilgi image to Mtcca) be'-'use 
he does not acknowledge the f nality 
of Piophet Mohammed 

Sikandti roiitiq Ilvdeiahad 


Goodbye, Kishore 


C ongiatulations toi the article on 
Kishoit Kumar Hit 1 nteitainet 
Bom s Out 11— 11 May ) 1 had heard 
about his dcpaituit fiom thi Hindi 
film indiistiy with disbelief I wonder 
why he decided to quit when he still 
has such a laigc following His exit 
will Uaci a void in the world of 
music and n will be a gnat loss for 
the industry But thi industiv will 
gain in one way the ruimhei of thud 
giade movies and actois who have all 
along been surviving on Kishort s 
voice will go down 
B Ganc s/i f.imshc dpiit 


ft ad fdhan mtin ahlt I man soo 
t ate khiit-^het d /fetet ham" 
Although the misquotation does not 
damage the content much the foim 
IS stvitelv tainished 
4 H Khan Aramgarh 

• The most significant contribution 
St NDAY can make to national Integra 
tion and communal harmony is to do 
away with Mr Singh’s column His 
derogatory piece on Tamils exposes 
his Ignorance of the state and his 
inability to look beyond the obvious 
“Tamils he says “are utterly irra 
tional in their addiction to caste, 
superstition and ritual ’ Agreed 
But if the Tamils aie more united 
than many other communities, it also 
shows therr to be much more 
tolerant 

K fies/iasavee Bombav 
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A Blissing Assassin? 


Even sjx months after Mrs Indira Gandhi was shot dead, too many questions remain 
unanswered about one of the most carefully executed assassinations in recent 
memory And the most persistent question has been about the possibility of a third 
killer apart from Beant Singh, who was gunned down within minutes of the 
assass’ination.and Satwant Singh, the prime accused in the case who is now in Tihar 
fail. For one thing, initial news flashes on the incident had mentioned “three 
assassins.” Besides, the post mortem and site reports, recent arrests and a statement 
by Satwant Singh show that this may, after all, be true RITU SARIN investigates 
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H ave all the people involved 
in the murder of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi been arrested^ The 
possibility of there being a 
missing assassin has been looming 
large from the day Mrs Gandhi was 
gunned down To begin with, the 
initial news agency reports on the 
fateful day repeatedly mentioned 
three assassins By the evening, the 
number was reduced to two, with 
Beam Singh, who had been shot dead 
and Satwant Singh, who had been 
iniurcd, being named The post 
mortem report too suggests the possi 
bility of there having been another 
assassin The statement made by the 
prime act used Satwant Singh, in 
early May when he retracted his 
confessional statement also suggests 
the possibilitv of a missing assassin 
Apart fiom Satwant Singh’s state 
meiit some othei recent develop 
11 ments have gi\ en rise to this specula 
I tion The it rests ol Dalip Singh and 
Rd|indci Singh under the National 
Secutitv Act (NSA) have opened up 
the question Tht investigation in the 
mill del < dse being undertaken by 
the spinal in\t stigating team set up 
undci S Anandiam formei director 
general of the t entral Industrial 
Set ui itt 1 orct have been shrouded 
in a vtil of sec retv Ihe Thakkar 
Commission whith is enquiring into 
the muider (in addition to the case, 
which IS suite 11 May 1985, in the 
sessions touit) is about to complete 
Its term without having made much 
headway It is going to get a fresh 
least of life 

On b M IV 1985 Satwant Singh the 
22 vtar old pnme atcused filed an 
applitdtion alleging that the tonfes 
Sion ht had made inside Tihar Cen 


i 




tral lail on 1 December 1984 was a, 
“foiged dotument ” In the confes 
Sion (recoided undei Section 164 of 
the Ctiminal Piocedures Code), Sat 
want Singh had admitted his guilt “I 
cocked the stt n gun and fired on the 
left part of the Prime Minister’s 
body 1 had loaded 20 bullets in the 
sten gun, I emptied all of them on the 
Prime Ministei Some hit the Prime 
Ministei, others hit the road The 
Prime Minister fell after the first 
bullet hit her ” These words of 
Satwant Singh would have provided 
the basis of the argument against 
him He has now claimed that the 
confession had never been recorded 
at all He concludes his retraction 
with the words “1 deny having made 
any statement on 1 Decembei 1984 
under Section 164 of the Cr PC. be¬ 
fore the magistrate and for that mat 
ter before Shri Bharat Bhushan, the 
learned additional chief metropoli¬ 
tan magistrate. New Delhi If such 
statement bears my signatures, I re 


A rTt pjwtagrapiiaf SatwS S>fih _ 

pudiate having voluntarily put sucl^ 
signatures ” In the statement. Sat 
want also says his alleged “confes 
Sion” was recorded on an application 
which bears no date 
However, the most crucial aspect 
of Satwant Singh’s plea is not his 
allegation about his confession being 


forged, but another statement that 
he makes. Para 16 of the statement 
says “It IS now clear that Bdrs Indira 
Gandhi’s murder has not been prop¬ 
erly investigated deliberately It is 
also clear that the prosecuuon is 
making all out attempts to keep 
under cover the identity of the per¬ 
son who masterminded i» And in its 
anxiety to hide the true facts and tc 
suppress truth, the prosecution has 
fabricated among other things the 
so called confessional statement u/s 
164 CrPc attributed to me ” Then 
comes the sudden admission “The 
bullets came from many directions 
But the prosecution does not look 
into other directions I am sur 
prised ” In para 18 Satwant further 
says “The name of the white 
skinnedCgoras)present who were 
walking behind Mrs Indira Gandhi 
are not mentioned Other names are 
included who were not there iii the 
immediate vicinity This is pi re pad 
ding both wavs ” 

Who were these goras refe-red to 
by Satwant Singh’ And how did the 
bullets come from “many direc 
tions”’ Larliei, when he had been 
admitted at the Ram Manohar Lohia 
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Hospital where he was being treated 
for bullet injuries, Satwant Singh 
had told his interrogators that there 
had been a third, clean shaven 
accomplice, who had joined them in 
the shooting Was he talking about 
the tKird assassin’ Was the thn d man 
being referred to by Satwant Singh 
Sukhdev Singh, also from the Prime 
Minister’s security staff who was 
arrested shortly afterwards’ 

The question of the missing assas 
sin has risen time and again Yet no 
one has authoritatively affirmed or 
denied the possibility of a third 
assassin It is important that in the 
first reports on the assassination 
circulated by the national news agen 
cies—PTI and UNI—theie were 
three assassins mentioned two Sikhs 
in uniform and another clean shaven 
Sikh in civilian clothes One news 
agency quoted an evtwitntss 
account given bv Vasanti a Seva Dal 
worker, who was present on the spot 
Vasanti’s account had been that the 
late Prime Minister was killed bv the 
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two Sikh security guards who 
opened fire in response to the 
“namaste” of the Prime Minister, 
while a third stood watching On the 
day of the assassination, till late in 
the evening, press reports repeated 
that there had been three men who 
had been involved One report said 
that two of the assassins were shot 
down bv the Indo Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP) commandos’ while 
anothei (Satwant Singh) was critical 
ly wounded Another report said that 
the three assassins were shot while 
trying to escape 

T here weie other pointers in 
favour of the view that Beant 
Singli and Satwant Singh had a thud 
accomplice Assistant sub inspectoi 
Rameshwar Uaval Mrs Gandhi’s spe 
cial set uni's officer (who is listed No 
3 in the list of 144 witnesses) was the 
fouith person who received bullet 
iniuiies Ramtshwar Dayal was also 
treated foi his wounds at the All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences 


(AllMS) for three bullet injuries he 
had received on his thighs (Interes¬ 
tingly, the casualty or MLC report 
No 60308 gives the time of injury as 
8 55 am Mrs Gandhi was, in fact, 
shot at 9 08 am) How is it when only 
Satwant and Beant were firing, and 
both aiming their guns at Mrs Gan 
dhi, Rameshwar Dayal also received 
bullet injuries’ Beant Singh fired 
five rounds at the late Pnme Minis 
tei with his service revolver (NoJ 
296754, butt No 140) Satwant fol¬ 
lowed his direction and emptied 25 
machine carbine bullets at the 
already bleeding Prime Minister (us 
ing SAP carbine No WW 13980 FT. 
positioned at lapid fire) There was 
little possibility for Satwant to have 
diverted his aim tiom the Prime 
Minister to Rameshwar Dayal Be 
sides, if his gun had been pointing 
down at the wounded figure, how 
could his bullets have hit the thighs 
of Rameshwar Dayal who was trail 
ing behind’ There was an indication 
that Rameshwar Dayal was fired at 
fiom behind 

The post mortem i eport of the late 
Pnme Mimstei was handed over to 
the accused persons a few days be 
foie the tilal commenced The report 
was given along with other 
documentary evidence including the 
casualty report the inquest report 
and the scaled site plan of the spot of 
the assassination The documents 
which are listed as items No 11 10, 8 
and 31 in the list of 90 exhibits 
should in fact have been delivered 
with the charge sheet They were 
handed ovei onlv a few days prior to 
the trial proceedings 

The post mortem report in the case 
of death b> firearms is essential to 
deteimine the distance of the 
assailant(s), the angle of shots, the 
entry and exit points of the bullets It 
IS a fact that when Mrs Gandhi was 
bi ought to the AIIMS and declared 
dead at 4 30 pm (though it is known 
that she died on the way to hospital), 
hei body was not brought foi autopsy 
to the mortuary in the basement The 
post mortem was conducted m the 
operation theatre on the eighth floor 
of the AHMS 

Ihe post- mortem report of Mrs 
Gandhi (No 1340/84) gives the cause 
of death as follows “The cause of 
death is haemmorhage, shuck due to 
multiple fire arm bullet injuries The 
injuries are ante mortem in nature, 
produced by firearm The injuries 
collectively are sufficient to cause 
death in ordinary course of nature 
The injuries No 1 and No 2 are 
individually sufficient to cause death 
in ordinary course of nature ’’ There 
are 50 injuries which are listed in the 
report (>f these three are ante mor 
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tern, four on the right arm, three on 
the right axilla, two in the left arm, 
IS on the chest, 14 on the abdomen, 
three on the perineum and six on the 
lower limb (see diagrammatic repte 
sentation of iniunes) The report also 
makes a special note ot the fact that 
some bullets were lefi in the body to 
avoid further mutilation Besides 
this, the casualty repoit ot the late 
Prime Minister (No 60107) lecords 
the nature of the iniuries as "gie 
vious " 

The details of iniuiies suffeied by 
the lale Prime Ministei, as given in 
the post moitem re|)ori aie viial foi 
progress of investigations and tudi 
cial proct'edings ot the case Howev 
er, a curious development is likely to 
take plate concerning the post 
moitem rcpoit itself The chief touii 
set foi Satssdiit Singh Pi an Nath 
1 ekhi has allege d that the post 
K moitem lepoit is ‘a false dot unient ” 

” Lehki a noted ciiininal lavtver res 
igiicd from the vice ptesideiitship of 
the Delhi wing of the Bhaiativa lana 
ta Paitv (BIP) when ht took up the 
cast of defending the inutdeiei of 
the lati Piimc Ministti 1 ekhi told 
Si now 'T am gt'ing to jiiovc in 
court that the post moitem leport 
tht\ have given u 1 IS a toigci' Ihere 
was no postmoilcm conducted on 
the Piinu Ministc I Ihis is a docu 
ment which wa‘ picpaitd by doctois, 
(who) in mv opinion (are) not compe 
tent enough to pcitoini post mot 
It ms stvti il days attei the death I 
am willing to be challenged by any 
one who can prove tins is an .luthen 
lie document ” He added that the 
presence ot ovei SO wounds in the 
bodv st'veti of them on iht back s 
pioot that 'here was one ot miybe 
two more persons who tned at her 
“How else do you account toi the 
latge number ot bullets on the back’ 
Satwant was tirnig tiom the north 
eastern diiection and Bcaiit from the 
south westein, then how have the 
bullets tome Horn all sides of the 
compass, cuss crossing the victim’” 
he asks Besides, he said in his ap 
plication of 6 May, Satwant has him 
self said the bullets came from 
“many directions ” 

A n examination of the detailed 
plan of the assassination site is 
important to establish the sequence 
of events of that morning The plan, 
which has been prepared by Balbir 
Singh, assistant draftsman, crime 
branch, Delhi police has visually 
positioned the persons present on 
the spot In the plan, B1-B15 are 
shown as the spots where 9 mm 
empty cartridges were found lying, 
G1-G3 the place where pieces of lead 
were lying, JTJ8 the place where 

---—- 
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bullet marks were found on the witnessed the event Points on the 
cemented road The plan also house—1, Safdarjung Road—where 
indicates the spot where Beant Singh bullets struck, are also marked The 
and Satwant Singh were on duty and place marked V shows a bullet in the 
positions from where Narain Singh, wall at a height of 165 ems from 
Rameshwar Dayal, R K Dhawan, ground level W shows the bullet 
M L Fotedar and Ramji La' mark on the wall at a height of 180 
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Diagrammatic representation of Indira Gandhi’s Iniuries prepared by doctors of the AllMS j 


('OVI.R STORY 


cms from ground level. Said Lekhi: 
“If there were only two assassins, as 
has been declared by the prosecution 
till now, how did the bullets, which 
were fired at close range, hit the 
walls of the house? This is further 
proof that there was a third and 
possibly a fourth assassin who were 
firing from the direction opposite to 
Satwant and Beant.” 

S. Anandaram, when contacted, 
was not willing to disclose whether 


there was a third assassin on the spot 
or not. ‘Tf there was a third assassin, 
as alleged, he will soon be 
charge-sheeted. We may issue a 
second and even a third charge-sheet 
in the case soon,” he said. 
Anandaram was tightlipped about 
the date when a fresh charge-sheet 
was likely to be issued, or about the 
nature of involvement of persons 
who had been arrested recently. “My 
case is open for all to .see. I have 


A Slip Too Many 


T he persons who prepared the 
documentary evidence required 
for the judicial proceedings in the 
Indira Gandhi case did not obvious¬ 
ly realise the highly sensitive na¬ 
ture of their assignment. As a re¬ 
sult, some shocking mistakes have 
inadvertently crept into the evi¬ 
dence. most glaring faux pas 
has been committed in the post¬ 
mortem report of the late Prime 
Minister. In the first page of the 
report the date on which the post 
mortem report, inquest papers and 
dead body was handed over to the 
police is given as 7-11-84. If the 
bullet-ridden body of the Prime 
Minisiei was handed over to the 
police constable on 7 November, 
who was cremated on 3 November? 

Doctors of the forensic depart¬ 
ment of the AIIMS who helped in 
the preperation of the post-mortem 
report, admit a wrong date has 
crept into the report by mistake. 
Usually, they pointed out, the re¬ 
port is handed over to relatives 
of the deceased the same day. In 
this case, in all probability the 
post-mortem report was given to 
the crime branch on 7 November, 
the date which has been men 
tinned The report of the assassin 
ated Prime Minister was not shown 
to even the seniormost doctors of 
the department. That is, perhaps, 
the reason why the mistake has not 
been detected as yet. Also, while 
the age of the late Prime Minister 
in the post-mortem report is stated 
to be 67 years in the inquest report, 
Mrs Gandhi is .said to have been 68 
years of age. If the two documents 
are to be believed, then the late 
Prime Minister aged by an year 
between the preparation of the two 
reports. Such errors on the 
documentary evidence to be placed 
before court shortly, are going to 
find the prosecution in a tight spot. 
Said Anandaram: “The reports 
have been prepared by the doctors 
at the AIIMS and the police. We 
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The post-mortem report. Note the wrong 
date of handing over the body 

had nothing to do with them.” 

Little care seems to have gone 
behind the drafting of the site plan 
of the assassination. Otherwise, at 
least in this most vital document, 
mistakes would not have occured. 
On scrutiny, it is easy to conclude 
that the draftsmen of the Crime 
Branch, Delhi Police are certainly 
not well versed in the English lan¬ 
guage. How else does the Crime 
Branch account for sten-gun to be 
spelt “stain gun,” the accused 
Beant Singh “Beyant Singh,” the 
sentry booth a “santry booth”? 
What is worse is that it is the pool of 
blood of "Smt Indra Gandhi” that is 
shown at a spot pointed out by the* 
Crime Branch draftsmen. 

Rltu Satin, Naw DaSil 


.sufficient evidence against the 
accused persons which would be 
placed before the court. There is no 
need of padding-up or giving false 
evidence in a case like this. If we 
suspect more persons of complicity, 
we will implicate them shortly.” He 
asserted that the large number of 
bullet-marks on the spot of the 
assassination could have resulted 
from the bullets fired at the Prime 
Minister, having made an exit from 
her body and ricochetting on the 
walls. 

Other persons contacted in the 
Anandaram team said that the 
report of the ballistic team would be 
presented in the court once after the 
trial is underway. “The ballistic 
report will be handed over to the 
accused persons by the court at such 
time it feels it is essential. We have 
sufficient proof of the weapons that 
were used for the crime and the 
number of bullets fired at her. Only 
we will reveal such details later,” 
said one investigating officer. He 
denied criticism that documentary 
and circumstantial evidence listed in 
the charge-sheet had been handed 
over to the court in bits and pieces to 
conceal the truth behind the 
sequence of events and involvement 
of a larger number of persons than 
have been named in the 
charge-sheet. “Whatever evidence 
has been collected by us has been 
handed over to the court of the chief 
metropolitan magistrate. It is upto 
him to give it to the accused persons 
and their counsel. But the very 
sensitive nature of the 
investigations, and the possibility of 
the assassination being part of a 
larger plot, had forced us to keep 
back some vital clues. We do not 
want to jeopardise the investigations 
by disclosing the ramifications of the 
ca.se even before the trial has begun 
in earnest,” he said. 

The second charge-sheet in the 
assassination may provide answers to 
the questions that the first, rather 
disappointing, document left 
unanswered. Among them was, 
firstly, the charges against the other 
persons who have been arrested so 
far and the possibility of any one of 
them being the third, unnamed, 
unidentified assassin. It is not clear, 
for example, what the connection is 
between charges faced by Satwant 
Singh, Kehar Singh and Balbir Singh 
and those faced by Jagtar Singh. 
Jagtar Singh, a commando in Mrs 
Indira Gandhi's security set-up was 
arrested on 31 October 1984 and has 
been in judicial custody since. Jagtar 
Singh, according to the FIR lodged 
against him (No 295/85), is charged 
under the Arms Act for being in 
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The roval feeling is timeless 
(Ask Cleopatra) 
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pcmosMon of a 9 mni LarimlKe I he 
laitiidKe was discoveitcl liom ihc 
t)iiaiteis of lapiai Singh wlmh ht 
shaied with Sat want Singh It i' still 
nol known whethtr lagtai Singh was 
piesent on thi spot at the tnnt of the 
shootout or not i ill date lagiai 
Singh has nol In on named as an 
attiistd Ihe name ol suh nispettoi 
Aniai lit Singh again posii d at the 
I’liint Mmistti’s house toi seeiiiite 
dut\ was mentioned hs Satwant 
Singh in eaiK Oieeiiiln i 1‘iSt as i 
eo eonspitatoi in the assasMiiation 
Ihe Idle that Amatpt Singh had to 
plas in the plot to kill the I’lime 
Ministei has also nol been le ee ih li 
till now 

On I Ma\ Oahii Singh i ei ide 11 
examniei in the He sene liank ol 
India w<is pie keel op tioni the Re 
seiee B.mk ( olon\ in Soutli I>elhi 
Dalip Singh a iisnlenl o' RK 
I'm im wa^one ot the [>i i sons whosi 
II mil was linki (I wlnii tin Inst ni 
\t tig It ions we It 1). in> done 
\eeoriling to inie lip tine upon 
Dill)) Singh with othei nsiietf- 
\ arintlt I Sup h ind ^tl nh i 1* il 
Singh lutd to meet it (.indeaii 
Bang) 1 S ihiti md elisi os tin nioe/ns 


tOVI R S 7 (mv 


opemndi ot the assassination Dalip 
Singh who IS listed as one of the 
puisetnrion witnesses was aiiested 
iindei the National Seenni\ \e 
(NSA)on 2 Mas Ih'sim. das Raiin 
del Singh son of aetusetl Kehai 
Singh was aiiested untiei the NSA 
Raiindei Singh who ssas an assistant 
m the law nnnistrs had hi e n Hans 
fe tied to Bomhas in e ai Is Nose mhe i 
bill he Rapnelei Siiightssas alteiidiiig 
tin eommittal pieiee^e^dings inside 
Iihai lail and was elosels linked 
with the famils of both Satwant 
Singh and Beant Singh He was pnk 
eel up a tew davs aftei the wile ol 
Rtant Singh Bimla Khalsa tiled a 
petition ehaiging the two I IBP tom 
•nandos with the miiidti ot hen hus 
band II Dalip Singh 4md Raimdti 
Singh had been suspttied bs the 
pioset oliori ten eomjilieits in the 
ea‘t svh\ vstrt the aiitsts made 
mine than six monllis attei the assas 
siiiation' The investigating teams 
nt tit Ills now he 11 neat the loiielu 
‘ion and this ait now winking' on 
nt w lint s 

Souites in the nnestigatnig team 
sis ihai the sit uths working on the 
e 1 st art liktds lo make more aittsls 


and ate buss 'colleeting eoneiete 
esidenee' against the suspects be 
toie taking them into tustods The 
souites also said that the team ssas 
looking ‘sets elosels* into the sub 
let! ot a third assailant being in 
solsed III the assassination of Mrs 
Indiia (tindhi Ilie iliaiges being 
laitd bs Simianieet bingh Mann a 
toimei IPS olficei detained undei 
NSA sintt 29 Novembei at the Bhar 
atpui lail lasbir Singh nephew of 
late lainail Singh Bhiiidiaiiwale and 
Haiiiidei Singh India s former 
e haige-tl attain s in Oslo ait being 
looked into bs the fhakkai Commis 
Sion 

Ihe delas in the proceedings of the 
Indiia Ciandhi muidei ease has met 
with stiong erititism Said KK 
lutliia a Supitme Couit eiimiiial 
lawst 1 Iheit has been nt proper 
investigation into Mis (land ii mur 
dfci Iht proseiution has a tit „ ease 
ot a pic meditated well planned, 
t old hloodtd murdi i Whv is the pro 
seeiition taking so much timt*’" 
Another lawscr RP Kathuiia telt 
The pioseeution has suffitienl evi 
dt nee against the ateused persons 
Still theit has been ctueial delav in 


SiU plan III I Surilarinng Kiidri pit paiifl hs lilt trime branch, Delhi police \ll details ot the drawing have been retained for authenlieitv | 
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^ iHouilhimeatHMnoof/ hMiiyws 

To »}>> THE PlAce HiTE/iC O mm aipry CA^rp/OaS tTETiEcy/tAi 

ti'h/s THE PLACb kU/BKE A ASAJLtOEA UbS ly/AS, 

® t' W The. PLACE WHEPE S ! BEYAHTS/mH P/AC OHAVTy 
ISBPjki mb SAHTpy BOOTH kHlAE COHSTABLB SATbmi SINBH k/AS OH bUTY 
fHOHS THE PLACE UPBKt BLOOD OT Sint /HD/PA SAHPm BAS EYLHE) 

(? WOWi THE PLACE WHBPb LEAD HAS LY/HI^ 

Ql SHOHS the place h/MBPE LETT S4HML OPSLACt. CSATH&P UAC IY/H«f 
0SM>US the place HHEKE RiaHT fAHPAl Of ajACR t-EATHER h/A V LY/HE, 

Ji SEOU\ THE place HHERE BULL ETUARROHTffBItXLAP^ 
iis> Shoiyc the placl m/hbre ah omsrel e e/as ly hr 

(fysWh/S Tf PLACE h/HERB h 'AElE^ SET lEAS 

<a WO*C THE PL Act /ROEf E/HERS A /- PffAHAAf SAEfmE OCCVRAHCE 

Ip 'fiOHS the fLAc-E from E/UERE ff ' A/ARA/H E/HSH SAE/ T/fS OCCtfRA/vOe 

& SHOE'S FHl PIA £ from EfHSRS HAtHC/RAM SAW TttS OCCi/RAHCE 

® IHE PLACE FPOMUHCRE ASTRA-MESHWAR MYALE/AS SHOTHYSHLUT 

^SPaUS THE YLACt UHERt PHOTEDAR SAH THE OCCCJRaHCE 

^SHOHS THE PLACE IBVERl RAMTIIAL SAW THE OCCe/AAMCE 

' ^^^rS,//aHAHOCOHSTA»LB 

® Tt-no S/fOWS THE PLACE E/HERE LEAD WAS ly/A/St 

WO! VS U/S S/fOWS THE PLACE E/HBRF EMPTY CARTRLOOiE WERE LYH/^ 

® TAamx nt V/llbt m t«c. m the wall fhe/sht /gp from oroohd ley^Cs 
(W ^HOES m miEf mark oh the wall (HE/6,ht no emt FROM SRolh/IlBP 
THf PLACE WHERE LEAR WAS Ly/WOi 
^SHOWS THE PI ACE WHERE LFAi WAS Ey/WSi 
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the investigations If there is a third 
assassin, then why is his name not 
disclosed? Some lapses have already 
taken place which though will not 
affect the outcome, will give the 
defendants an opportunity for pro¬ 
longed cross-examination ” 

The government and the investi 
gating teams, by not disclosing the 
full sequence of events are only 
keeping alive the speculation about 
the case Already, on the first day of 
the trial, there was disappointment 
in store for all those who were wait¬ 
ing for the legal proceedings to be¬ 
gin The large posse of Indian and 
foreign mediamen who waited out¬ 
side the Tihar Central Jail for the 


r 



sessions proceedings to commence, 
had to return disappointed as the 
additional district and sessions 
judge, Mahesh Chandra, and the 
state prosecutor, K.L. Arora, did not 
turn up. Even the Tihar Jail superin¬ 
tendent, A.B. Shukla, was not aware 
when the trial would begin. A 
makeshift courtroom had been pre¬ 
pared for the trial. The counsel for 
the accused had already asserted 
that they would not permit the trial 
to be held in camera Said Rajinder" 
Singh Sodhi, junior counsel of Sat- 
want “There is no provision in law 
whereby a single trial can be held in 
camera ” ("The only other in camera 
ttial held in Tihar Jail was that of 


*An Attempt Was Made on My Life’ 


Satwant Singh’s con/essionaJ statement made on 6 May 1985 


alleged confession is said 
Iwlto have been recorded in¬ 
side the Tihar Jail premises, where 
I am presently lodged. The alleged 
confession is supposed to have been 
recorded on 1 December 1984 on an 
application which bears no date, it 
will further establish that the so- 
called confession is a forgery 
“I was evei since my arrest in the 
morning of 31st October 1984, 
either kept in hospitals, where 1 
was hanging between life and 
death, or subjected to severe 
physical as well as psychological 
third degree by the police. 

“An attempt was made on my 
life. I was fired at from close range 
with sten-guns. The agony and the 
pain to which I was subjected are 
still troubling me physically as well 
as mentally. One bullet, in part 
embedded near my spine is still 
causing me distress and discomfort. 
The area around the embedded 
bullet IS in pain. 1 cannot see the 
area but 1 am told it is turning 
black. My left leg limps. 

“On my entry to Tihar Central 
jail 1 was examined by the medical 
officer of the jail 1 was examined 
only, lepeat, only once At that time 
I was made to sign some papers as 
was ti'quired Mv thumb impress 
ions was also taken during mv es 
atninaiion I am suipiised to tind 
that Shn Bharat Bhu.shan has 
stated he got me medically ex¬ 
amined by the medical officer of 
Tihar Jail and the MO certified that 
I was fit to make the statement- 
“1 respectfully subihit that the 
so-called confession said to have 


been made my me, is in reality a 
self-serving document prepared by 
the prosecution I made no confes¬ 
sion... I am surprised that this so- 
called confession found a place in 
the national as well as the interna 
tionai press much before it was 
supplied to me- this makes it clear 
that the so-called confession was 
prepared by the prosecution foi the 
dual purpose of publicity and to 
prejudice mankind in my defence 
“I am told in one of the inter¬ 
views to the press given by Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi (Sunday 10-16 
March), he is on record saying that 
he was suspicious of the ‘sardars’ on 
security duty, implying thereby he 
was suspicious of me. 1 was seldom 
around Mr Gandhi but according to 
him, I used to cock the sten-gun 
whenever he passed by my side. I 
am surprised he never complained 
of this fact to anybody earlier than 
31 October 1984.1 recall this fact to 
say that all round foul atmosphere 
was being created by the prosecu¬ 
tion to prevent a fair trial and one 
of the many foul tactics is the 
fabrication of this confession. 

“It IS now clear that Mrs Gandhi’s 
murder has not been properly in¬ 
vestigated dehberatelv ft is also 
deal that the prosecution is mak¬ 
ing all oil! dtoifs to keep under 
lovei the iileiititv o» the person 
who mastei minded it. And in its 
anxiety, to hide the true facts and 
to suppress truth the prosecution 
has fatoicated among other things 
the so-called confession 
“Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s name is not 
included in the list of witnesses 


whereas she appeared on the spot. 
Her presence was first kept con¬ 
cealed. The prosecution has on pur¬ 
pose not examined many facts uf 
the case It seems to rely on 
forgery. 

“Despite lepeated requests, 
neither the injury, not the inquest 
nor the post mortem report of 
Beant Singh, deceased has been 
supplied. Probably they do not ex¬ 
ist. My injury report has also not 
been supplied to me. 

“I have not made a confessional 
statement. 1 did not apply to any 
magistrate to make a confessional 
statement, I did not request any 
police officer td app^y for me to this 
magistrate under JSectioh ISfCrPc- 
I would have asked the counsels, 
then provided by the state to me to 
appoint on my behalf, under sec¬ 
tion 164 of the CrPc if I wanted to 
confess 

“If the so-called confession bears 
my signatures, as I was forced to 
sign so many blank/written papers 
when 1 was suffering a spdll of 
acute mental up.set on accouat of 
distress, torture, worry and strain-1 
deny having made gny statement 
on 1 Decembei 1984 u/s 164 Crpc 
tiefore the magistrate and for that 
matter before Shri Bharat Bhushan, 
the leained additional chief met¬ 
ropolitan magistidte,New DeUti. If 
any such statement bears my signa¬ 
tures, I repudiate having voluntari¬ 
ly put such signatures.” 

Sd/Satwaat Stngh 
Tihar CentraJ Jail 
€.5.85 
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Why Was the Most Vital 
Clue Wiped Out? 


U nder what circumstances were 
the two assassins, sub inspector 
Betmt Singh and constable Satwant 
Singh fired at by the Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police (ITBP) commandos 
after the shoot’out at 1, Safdarjimg 
Road? The answer to this question 
seems to be more important for the 
investigating teams than the details 
of the assassination itself. This is 
perhaps the reason why in the site 
plan handed over to the accused 
persons, the inside of the guar¬ 
droom of the commandos has been 
shown in a larger scale than the 
actual spot of the assassination. 
Nevertheless, the drawing thiows 
light on the sequence of events 
following the assassination in 
svhich the two assassins were shot, 
one of whom (Beam Singh) sue 
cumbed to his injuries in the ambu¬ 
lance which took him to the Ram 
Manohar Lohia Hospital (which 
should have carried the Prime 
Minister instead) and the other 
(Satwant Singh) was critically 
wounded. 

By all accounts, after firing at the 
Prime Minister, the two Sikh secur 
ity guards threw up their hands in 
surrender. With their hands in the 
air the two men were taken inside 
the ITBP guardroom, close to the 
garage of the house. The sti.tement 
.of .,the--ITBP commandos, 
Taraem Singh Jamwal, describes 
this. Says Jl^wal: “The two were 


Ranjit Singh, accused in the niurdei 
of the Nirankari Baba. On 2fi hebru 
ary this year, a High Couit ordei 
shifted the trial from the Tihar ('en 
tral Jail to the Pattala House Courts.) 
According to Lekhi, if the trial is 
held in camera, they would boycott 
it. “What IS the need for the govern 
ment to shroud the proceedings in a 
veil of secrecy? If it is not a public 
trial, they (the prosecution) will have 
to drag Satwant into the courtrooin " 
The battlelines for the Indii.i Gan¬ 
dhi murder case have been drawn. 
Satwant Singh, the prime accused is 
the most important cog in the wheel 
which has been set in morion with 
the beginning of the Indira Gandhi 
assassination trial. According to Sat- 
want’s father, Tirlok Singh who met 
him recently in jail, Satwant i.s show¬ 
ing signs of strain due to interroga- 


made to sit on two chairs inside. 
Suddenly he (Beant) jumped from 
hi.s chair and got hold of my sten- 
gun <carbine). Constable Satwant 
Singh also moved at the same time. 
In the scuffle that ensued, there 
was firing from my carbine...Ram 
Satan who came from behind at 
that moment, also fired on the 
assailants to prevent them from 
snatching my (JamWal’s) weapon.” 

'Ihe site plan prepared by the 
Clime branch instead of pointing 
out where the slaiu body of the 
Prime Minister wa.s laid, has spot¬ 
ted the pool of her blood. Similarly, 
in ilie enlarged drawing of the 
guardroom the spot where the 
blood of Satwant and Beant was 
found has been marked and not the 
spot where the two assailants them- 
.selves fell after they were attacked. 
The spots where lead pieces from 
the carbines of the commandos was 
lying are also shown in the diagram. 

It has been submitted by the wife 
of Beant Singh, Biinla Khalsa, that 
the two ITBP commandos should be 
charged with the murder of Beant 
Singh. “Sub iuspector Beant Singh 
was muidered in the same transac¬ 
tion 111 which Smt Indira Gandhi, 
the then Prime Minister of India, 
was mur4ered.” She has alleged 
and charged Ram Saran and 
Tarsem Singh Jamwal with the 
murder of her husband. The investi¬ 



gating agencies have been conspi'- 
cuouuy silent on this aspect df the : 
case- The application of Beant 
Singh's wife was turned down by 
the Delhi High Court recently. 
Also, the reports of the forensic and- 
ballistic teams have not been hand-* 
ed over to either the family of the , 
deceased accused or the survivii^ 
accused. In a set of photographs 
seen by this correspondent, Beaiic 
Singh is shown lying, stripped 
above the waist, with a bandage 
covering multiple bullet-injuries on 
his abdomen. His turban lies open 
in a large pool of blood. The bidlis- 
tic report of the deceased assassin, 
is believed to have sufficient evi¬ 
dence (hat Beuiit Singh died be¬ 
cause of firearm injuries in the 
shoot-out that followed the assas¬ 
sination. Why is it then that the 
investigators have not taken any 
action against the erring conunani- 
dos who either in the heat of the 
moment, or under grave provoca¬ 
tion, wiped out the most vital clue 
in the assassination plot? Either 
way, there was no justification foe 
them to have fired at point-blank 
range at the two. Their actions 
nearly wiped out the second assas¬ 
sin as well. Had Satwant Sin{^ npl 
survived, the sequence of eventsyas 
will be revealed in the trial, would 
never have surfaced. 

■Hina **-■*-**-» 
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lion. The bullet lodged in his spine is 
restricting his movements and he ha,s 
recently started showing signs of 
paralysis. According to Lekhi: “Sat¬ 
want may have fired at the Prime 
Minister, but not with an intention to 
kill. Every killer is not a murderer. I 
will prove before the law that Sat¬ 
want injured the Prime Minister, 
without an intention to kill. He will 
be charged under Section 307 of the 
IPC (punishable with life imprison¬ 
ment) and not Section .102 of the IPC 
(punishable with death sentence).” 
On the other hand, says S. Anandar- 
am: “I have enough evidence to 
prove that Satwant had the intention 
to kill Mrs Gandhi and he killed her. 
The outcome of the case is a foregone 
conclusion.” 


M«Utioiiiil!it.-ssionsJudgeMahrsh Chandra | HItu Sarin, New OaHil 
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Pakistan is a Creation 
of Hatred’ 


M.J. Akbai talks to G.M. Sayed 


G M s.jvtt/ u.is (i/it (>/f/iost who uetttad Piikistan Alter having won tlip 1937 elec tiom on 
ilu iinit\ tukd ht along with hi\ mentoi Sit Hafi Abdullah Hatoon, led the shift ol 
Uifytini It gisl iiois to tliL Muslim 1 eague (which had taied miserably in the 1917polls) Fhe 
1 1 which was non existent in bind eien till the end of the Thirties, was treated not 

thtoiigli i popiilai nhne'nient hut thtougb this detection of legislators (Ihe pioiocanon 
I tanu whin tin Hindu Icgislatois in aider to pioteet then economic inteiests would not 
If,/ It to tin passing, ot a I and Alic nation Bill on the lint s passed be the Unionist ministry ot 
St S/A. mil ti lla\at Khan in Punjal>~ whue too the Muslim 1 eague had been demolished 
I id th smiio I nionist l\at\ It id got the oieinhclmingmaioiity ot the Muslim and Hindu 


Churchill told Sir 
Sikandarin 
Egypt. You 
Muslims have 
done us great 
service You 
have supported 
us when the 
Congiess had 
opposed us And 
weaiethaoktui 
10 you but we 
also realise that 
entire India had 
risen up against 
the Britishers... 
But I want to give 
the last kick to 
Hindus, by 
dividing India 
into two. And you 
can have Hindu 
India and 
Muslim India. 


1 It > 

I'tii dn tiiu i till '/it Scat eh lor flesh And tin tic h was sought lo be utattd as 

I ii s f id n i si,ndtiit ihmgn the piopagnd shm onh thi Itagut tould 

,1 'it h t t'ts ot tin Mu Jin. ind Ji rugh a pa.aJItl whnh was nitnc 

lilt ft I ./ nita.toii ot Loift.iitou lot ml i m ..ni li was Sa\id who 

II 1.1 lilt insidtiii ol the Sii d Muslih I eague in to ^ i/ic death ot Sir Abdullah 
h in Oil and tioiu th n c ticialpoint he saw andpaiih condu. ltd the whole opciation which 

III all o Ihikistaii It ittis onh latei that (i M Kaced got disillusHmed with Pakistan ami It i 
the last ihitc iki Ides and inoie he has been tighliiig a lonth battle to collect what ’> 
thinks to lit u been a total wiong the partition ot the countn He has sidUicd toi In 
iKws hi I Ilf. undi i MitLial peimanent house attest and nsiiicted to his Milage in ban 
hi Mind Ih del abaci in Stud Ht leads the leeyc bind mint me tit now and its siippott though 
iiowlitit luai a situation wheit it could win an election has giown sttadilv with the Sindhi 
pi lit piioii ot colonisation b\ Piiniabis lihilt no paiallels can be exact bind afti i tin 19bi 
Mill) igit ition IS a Bangladesh in the making Ahcady biiidhi was being siipptessi d and the 
popiilatioii latio changed in lacoui ol non bindhis thtough large sijle migiation and 
sett lenient on new h iitigattil land altei 198i Sind alsi got a taste ot haish and otten biutal 
siippit .sioii In iht Piini ibi Pathan dominated aimy 

M Sactd has not been intenicwed by too many joutnalists, and ceitainh no ont tiom 
India has bc'i ii gntn such a cliamt lecentlv this conveisation began with questions about 
the past and what pic ciseh happened hclote the creation ot Pakistan in the topmost circles 
ot the Muslim I euf ue Mi Saved pio\ides lascinating insights which should be ol value to 
both the siiidt Ills ol the past and the piesemt The man who helped cieate Pakistan provides 
t nitalisnig details of Biiiish snppoi i ot the Pakistan idea and is convinced that pai ritton was 
I ttade ott In the Biitish tin *Ih .i.ppiit ot the League in the wai etton 


Q It 1 n s b nil . h r 

|/i II I . I in 1*1 II 

V Ii l)tO s la.ut n AlliiW lll.U Sll 
Sikaiiii II tl.ival ii'iiiiiL ol Puii|ab 
lilt III had Loiiit loKaiachi lit had bet ii scat 
foi b\ iht Biiiiihtis ht i\as nomK to ts\pt 
lit was st.iMiii, III C aiiloii Holt I now tin ii 
IS no hold < by tli ii iiaini l il was iit ii 
i. aiuoiiiiulit statioii 1 Muslim ttaAin h li 
( 1 1 lia|t \bdiillaii Haiuou was not in K.ai i i> 
thtii lit had ^oiit sointvtheu Khan Balia 
dm Kiiiiio \jlah Hux and invstll-turn ot 
ns wtiil to sit Sii Sikandai H.lvat Sii 
Sikaiidai told ino, Saved \ou havt dont 
pi eat seiMie to Muslims 1 said. How’’ He 
said \ oil have resigned and all Muslim 
tltgislators) havt now loined Now you will 
bt able to git the Land Alienation Bill 
passed (in tht Sind Asstmblv) betause all 
Mussaliiiaiis havt joined togi iliti Ht kii. w 
that wt weie iighiiiig oiiK lot tht sakt of thi 


I d A iiitieii dm a.id ihi Ktiii C onsid 
■' iioi Bill - ht itii Bills wtit oiitiovii 
jiul ibitii .L tht Hindu intiiiheis ot the 
Assembh wtit opposed to thtm) Ihen In 
told Allah Bux Allah Bux now \ou should 
join the 1 1 agut Allah Bux told him Sai dai 
Sahab he was tailed Saidai Sahab—‘I am 
a i.an oJ piifiti{>l( 1 am not going to |oin 
the 1 tag It betaust ilie 1 tagut is a Bii 
ishti pii. Allah Bux was an oidiiiaiv 
/o.iUiida. Dill he had toini into lontait with 
Mauiana Abul Kalam A/ad and otheis Ht 
said I wont loin tht League bttaiist the 
League is the goveinmem’s patty a Rii 
tisheis’ party And I am loiivinted that the 
tieation of Pakistan is going to be ol gieat 
harm to Muslims, and Islani and Sind I am 
not a pel son to tom the League But 1 have 
toined (the govetiiment) because Mauiana 
Abul Kalair A ad told me to lom the nniiis 
wy so hit Bill" iiiavpass Sit Sikandai said 
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‘But 1 am there. I have joined the League.’ 
Allah Bux replied, ‘Your conscience seem» 
to be an elastic conscienece.’ He said, ‘How?’ 
He (Bux) said, ‘Only 15 days before you have 
said in the Punjab Assembly that Pakistan is 
a misnomer. Jinnah doesn’t believe in it; it is 
useless.’ This speech of Sir Sikandat is 
quoted in a book written by a Hindu gentle¬ 
man who was secretary to government of 
India. 

<?; Was It V.P. IMenon.^ Transfer of Power? 

A: Yes, V.P. Menon. He has written the 
speech. 

Q: That is a very famous speech ot Sir 
Sikandar. 

A: Sir Sikandar had said in the .speech. 
‘Pakistan is nothing, it is useless. 1 don’t 
believe in Pakistan.' lie had said only a few 
days back (when we met him). All of us had 
read that thing. Sir Sikandar said, ‘Why do 
you blame me?’ Even Jinnah doesn't believe 
in Pakistan. We all talk of Pakistan because 
of certain circumstances. None of us be¬ 
lieves in Pakistan,' Sir Sikandar said. You 
know, by that time a Resolution had been 
passed, the 1940 Resolution, the Lahore 
Resolution. In that there was not a single 
mention of Pakistan Jinn-ah was afraid to 
take the name of Pakistan, because (he 
thought) the Britishers would not like it. Sit 
Sikandat said, 'Allah Bux, vou know and 
Sayed knows, and all others know, that at 
the time of the First Round Table Confer¬ 
ence, the chairman of the Pailiamentary 
commission had asked the question of Jin- 
nali, 'What do you say about Pakistan?’ 
Rehniat Ali, at that time, had written some 
pamphlets about Pakistan, ‘P’ for Punjab 
etcetera. Jinnah replied, ‘We have noUiing 
to do with the word Pakistan. Some student 
boy has been spreading thi.s news. We have 
nothing to do with it. Jinnah and Zafrullah 
have definitely spoken against Pakistan. It is 
all humbug.’ Allah Bux said, ‘1 am not going 
to .support Paki.stan. 1 gave support to the 
Muslims becau.se they are going to benefit, 
they are going to get land (through the Land 
Alienation Bill). But I am not going to 
support the Muslim League. 

Q: Why did Sit Sikandar resign from the 
Working Committee of the Muslim League? 

A: That was in 1942. I am talking about 
1940. So. that was the talk (we had at 
Carlton Hotel). Allah Bux refused to join the 
Muslim League and Allah Bux said, ‘Pakis¬ 
tan was the worst thing for Muslims. I am not 
going to be party to this crime.’ Then Sir 
Sikandar went over to Egypt. Churchill met 
him. At that time General Rommel was 
marching over to Suez. Hitler’s plan was that 
if he could capture Suez, all the support 
from India would be stopped, because that 
route would be blocked. It was the same 
strategy as was followed by Napoleon Bona¬ 
parte. Churchill knew that if Hitler captured 
Suez, then the whole British effort would be 
finished. The majority of the (British Indian) 
army was made up of Sikhs and Punjabi 
Muslims. Sir Sikandar was leader of Punjab 
so he went and spoke to him. They (the 
Punjabi Muslims and Sikhs) were already 
mercenaries. Churchill told Sir Sikandar in 






Gandhi with Jinnah 


i^S.yPL ‘You Muslims have done us great 
service. Vou have supported us when the 
Congress had opposed us And we are thank¬ 
ful to you but we also reali,se that entire 
India had risen up against the Britishers. 
Gandhi is so powerful that we can’t keep 
India in future So 1 have decided that the 
British should vacate India and India should 
be handed over to Indians. But I want to give 
the last kick to Hindus, by dividing India 
into two. And you can have Hindu India and 
Muslim India ’ 


Is there any record of this conversation? 

A: Yes, yes. There is in the British Cabinet 
records. And recently this has been quoted 
by Wall Khan when he said that the division 
plan was nor Jirinah’s plan bur Sii Zafrul 
lah’s plan. 

Q Who later became the foreign minister' 

A: Yes, yes. When Sir Sikandar was told by 
Churchill, ‘We want to leave India and 
divide India into two: Muslim India and 
Hindu India. Because you have done great 
service to us. And then it is our plan also 
because in future we can’t depend upon 
Hindus. In future we can depend upon 
Muslims because you have been so faithful 
to Britishers in our bad days. Therefore I 
have ordered the Governor-General that he 
should prepare a plan for the division of 
India. Under my instructions he has handed 
over the work to Sir Zafrullah and Sir 
Zafrullah has already been preparing a plan 
of division .So the work has already been 
done. Rest assured.’ Sir Sikandar im¬ 
mediately flew over from Egypt to Bombay 
and he spoke to Jinnah: ‘Why are you 
afraid? Our Britishers have already given us 
a parting gift. Now tlit^v say they are going to 
divide India and you come out openly and 
say that we want Pakistan,’ Sulisequently 1 
came to know all this. By the grace of God, 
certain persons are still remaining—certain 
persons are still alive who remember this. 

Q: Who? 

A; Yusuf Haroon. In 1942, be was not a 
member of the working committee of the All 
India Muslim League. But he was more or 


Gandhi and 
Nehru were far 
above Jinnah. 
He was nothing 
before them. He 
; was a freak of 
I fortune. 
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Mahatmu Gandhi m Noakhali 
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' I didn’t leave 
I Gandhiji. I left 
the Congress 
Gandhi): had 
also left the 
Congress, at one 
time he was not 
even a two anna 
member of the 
Congress. 
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Itss a tolledgiic Whenfvfi he ^\as the 
gtmidl setreiaiv, I was piesideni of tht 
Muslim League We went ovei in 1042 to 
Bombas (toi the Muslim League woikine 
toinmittee mteting) Yusuf tame to me Ht 
saul sasid Nasvab Bahadui Yar lung has 
sol. 1 and ht savs Hindus have (ie<ihsod 
tins hise soininitted) a mistake, now ihe\ 
til t lilt opinion that thts should tomt to | 
SOUK iridtisij’iding with the Muslims So 
wt should met i Kaiagopalaihati' Rajagopa 
lathaii was alieadv kicked out from the 
Congress because he said, let the provinces ^ 
decide whatevet they like Rut Gaiidhiii was j 
adamant that theie should be one united I 
gosiinmctit in India Then ^ usut llaioon | 
look itit and Khiiio both to Nawab Bahadur 
\ai lung I 

Ut was tiom Hsdeidhjd^ I 

V 111 was president of Indian States | 
Muslim league We went to the ('ireeii Hon 1 
in Bombas near the Ta| Myself, Viisuf 
Haroon, Khuto and Nawab told me, ‘Saved, 
whs should you depend upon the Biitisheis’ 
Now Rajagopalachari and otheis Miidula | 
Si it !i I Kiisliiia Hathee Singh, thes all 
\ r OKI' sou lor what, 1 asked Hi 
V 1 SI realised, the Congiess lias 
* r s have made a mistaki So 
1 ' I rnietirig between Iiniiah 

i III t II aid ihev should tomt to an 
muic ist.iiidiin they will give you Pakistan 
I But that should come through an under 
I standing, not through the Britishers, be 
cause you will then be entirely dependent on 
till Britishers So a lunch was arranged at 
till lionu of Kliurshed bhen —Dadabhar 
Ni I )w|is daughter I, Khiiro, Miidiila 


Sarabhai, Khurshed bhen and Krishna 
Hathee Singh They said, ‘You should so 
arrange that Jmnah and Gandhi meet The 
working committee is sitting and you should 
move the resolution.’ 

Jmnah, at that working committee moved 
a resolution that the Quit India movement 
(just launched by the Congress) was not 
against the Britishers, it was against the 
Muslims 1 said, with what face can we say it 
was against the Muslims, 1 am not going to 
accept It He (Jmnah) said, ‘No, no We have 
some undei standing with the Britishers 
They will give us (Pakistan) and the Hindus 
will nut accept (Pakistan) ’ Sir Sikandar was 
not coming around He was not accepting 
Jinnah’s verdict Then Jmnah threatened 
Sii Sikandar that 1 will kick you out from the 
League, and then Sii Sikandar resigned 
from the working committee In that work 
tng committee meeting of the Muslim 
League 1 moved a resolution that Jmnah 
sht uld meet Garidhiji J said, 1 have met 
Congressites and thev are m a compromising 
mood, thev want to come to an understand¬ 
ing with the Muslims When 1 moved the 
lesolution, ‘Who is going to support you’’ 
Jiiinah said He was a dictator He was so 
dictatotial that he thought there was nobody 
thete to oppose him Then the thing came to 
vote P sen Khiiio didn’t volt fot it I was the 
only man who voted SN Aswani has written 
a hook on Jmnah in which he has said that 
the only peisim who didn’t agree with Jin 
nab on this subiect was C, M Sayed 1 
opposed Jmnah, and said, recoid my dissent 
1 lom that das Jinnah became vehemently 
against me bow based lan sas something 
against mi' 

In that inittmg the Raja of Mahmudabad 
said ht was going to suppott me Jinnah 
said ‘Sliui up bo the Raid went away, left 
tilt meeting rhtii Aswani said ‘Sir, let us 
listen to him Jirmah said Don’t talk on the 
sub|tit I Slid keep nuict ’ Then Nawab 
Ismail Khaii tiled to say something and 
Imnab said No, 1 am not going to listen Let 
me taki votes’ Voti s were taken Nobody 
voted foi me Till'' ts how our quarrel 
staitod Jitmah said ilearlv in that meeting 
that the Muslim 1 uagiie has given a piomise 
to the Biitishi IS and the British had given a 
piomise to give us Pakistan, that they have 
already decided to divide India and we 
should get Pakistan through the Britishers 
But you know one thing, many of us used to 
think that Muslims ate a separate nation 

Q Vou ne/e ton\inced about 

A Islam was on our nerves Subsequently 
I Icaint that theie was no Muslim nation as 
suth 111 the woild I lies are all lighting each 
othei Muslims had nesei been united after 
the Piophet’s death Theie are I'sG Muslim 
sects and each sett savs that we will gel 
salvation and the rest go to jahannam (hell) 

Q What /s vour expetlenif now that 
Pakistan was treated w 1947’ 

A I separated ftom Jmnah and the 
League before the cieatton of Pakistan The 
second time the quarrel tame with Jinnah 
was when Jmnah suppoited Sir Ghulam 
Hussain against the president of Sind Mus 
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lim League The Sind Muslim League de 
cided to finish the Sir Ghulam Hussain 
ministry, T broke the ministry with a major 
ity of Muslim League voters Jinnah sent a 
message ‘Immediately you should surrender 
or resign from Muslim League I am not 
going to allow this thing ’ Then he sent for 
me and Sir Ghulam Hussain in Bombay ‘You 
should come to terms,’ he said Sir Ghulam 
Hussain was involved in corruption I told 
Jinnah, if you want to keep me as president 
of the Muslim League, I tan’i allow him (Sii 
Ghulam) to do all these things We sat for 
three days, Jinnah and myself 
I became president of the Muslim I eague 
in 1942, after Sii Abdullah Haroon died 
You know, 1 did not want lo betomi 
president of the Muslim League 1 said no, 
anybody could become the piesident of the 
Muslim League jinnah said ‘Whv’ I said I 
know that you aie thiistv loi powti \oi 
want to retain all these diits people iii iht 
League, in the ministn And as Mu piesi 
dent, I will not toleiate th« st sort of things 
Therefoie, the best thing would Ih, he 
should not allow mt to hetomt the piesi 
dent Sit Ghulam Hussain said he has to 
betome the piesident They wanttd to buy 
me I said I don’t want to become the 
president 

O a When did \ou begin ihi mmement of 
" Sind nafionahsm •' Uhtn did rbt uUd 
tome to you diid win-' 

A Sepalatisni Have 'ou sem ni\ latest 
1 book ( t Case lot ‘>indlnt Ih sfii-’ The csolu 
i tton tame with tht understanding that Mu, 
lims ate not a sepaiate tiaiion that Siiidhi 
Musliir, ail doorrud \nd ihai I’liniabis 
weie going to utibalaiut us fin Snid At tin 
time ol the creation of Pakistan only list 
I p< r cent of Sind s population mk non 
Sindhi Now 48 pit ct ni lUc non Siiulhis 
Q Js this a Lohum ition /notiss-’ 

A "Vts non Sindhis iir int < asiiig by ovei 
^'ll lakhs c very \eat Afiti hi i th nobodv 
I should be ibused even it ht is not i Muslim 
' But I am deadly against Bhutto beiause 
Bhutto passed the 197 ? C onstitution We all 
the lesidents of Paki >tan liecame one na 
turn’—with the result that anv number of 
persons can now nugiate and settle in Sind 
And wlieie, in 1947 only fuc pti cent ol out 
population weit non Sindhi the percentage 
of non Sindhis has risen to 48 and if this 
continues within 10 to 12 yeais Sindhis will 
betome a minoiitv Iheri will In no Sindhi 
language no Sindhi cultuie no Sindhi in 
tercst nothing of that kind 1 ithei we will 
have TO finish (Pakistan) oi bi finished 
Q Hon do von lompjit tin rt Littomlnp 


CONVEfeSAHON 

between Swdht Muslims and Hindus vis-a- 
VIS Smdhis and Punjahn Would vou rather 
have Swdhi Hindus back than Punjabis^ 

A Yes, I had come to an understanding 
with Mr Mu)ibur Rehman I had accepted his 
six points but I was defeated in the (1970) 
elections Wall Khan is a piactical politician 
(His father) Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan is an 
idealistic politician There is a great diftei 
ente between son and lather That happens 
Sometimes a great man’s son is a third rate 
man Gandhip s son Hiialal used to betome 
a Hindu loi six months, Christian for six 
months and Muslim toi six months, all stnts 
of things 

Q Wh.it were the term'- with Mupbui 
Rehmdn •' 

A When ht tame to Kaiaihi I gave him a 
lungi (as a sign of friendship) and w< 
acitpitd SIX points Aftei 1 was defeated 1 
went ui Wall Khan As one Pathan Itadft 
said how i in wt am pt this piiiuiple (of six 
points)'' Pun tab is tht lion He tattlus the 
ptt\ (Btng.il iiid Stnd) and wt art like 
lackais WhatcMi is It ft bv tht hon iseiten 
bv us 






{Util Sind Mus»m 
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Do vou set/oos/v think vou can .it/iiete 
a separate tountiv ^nid-' 

A It IS not belli\td but it is a ctitainty 
Pakistan cannot it mam tor long 
0 Win do vou sav that-' 

4 (Laui,’/is) I hat IS whv 1 want the piest tit | 
govetnmtnt to continue (I he implication is 
that the ainiy will iintt again pieside ovir 
the bleak uo ol Pakistani 
Q Han tou tome to turns with Pnsidi nt 
/la as soim people alh gi 
A /i I wanted to nu (’ nit iwiie h list he 
I St nt ! 1 ihi Kaksh .uid Kaliini Raksli Both or 
tht Ill c mil It nil aiul s ttd/la wants to meet 
vou I Slid then w IS no ust muting liini I 
did noi tomt lo an iindi tst mding with t \ t n 
liniiah Ol Isk.indei Mn/a oi Ayul) Khan 
Now how lould lit exjutt mi lotomptonn.e 
with /id-'l told them u will do no good It 
will do me no good Hi sud how’ I said 
bciausf I know he (/la) is entiielv in the 
hand of tin torps commanders so if he is , 
mettmg mt without thi ii consent when ' 
tlitv tome to know ihev will kick him (Ziai 
out If he IS m« ttmg me with thiir consent 
then what is the mietmg all about’ Wc 
talked 1 said I have now clefmittlv become 
against P< kistan and he is for Pakistan 
4) But /iia did meet \ ou when \ou ut ic in 
hospital 

A This w I iht second rime Ht asked me 
oni c|ui .non Whv did you not loin the , 
MRl)' I Slid the MKI) piople hast no i 
l>im(ipl s I heit IS a light between vou and I 


‘When there is a war (between India and 
Pakistan), at that time we (in Sind) should be 
conscious that we should be on the side of India’ 


SUNOAY?eM«y 


29 


CX)NVERSAT10N 


The Hindus have 
created great 
personalities 
tike Gandhiji and 
Nehru. Have we 
created even a 
single person 
worth 

mentioning after 
the 

establishment of 
Pakistan? 


I 


them for loaves and fishes You want to 
remain in power, they also want to remain m 
power So how will I be interested in chang 
ing your government One group goes, 
another group tomes And there is a saying 
in Sindhi, Ldcbu khdve bholo, kachu khdve 
fdkit so why should we in Jeeye Sind go to 
lail foi the sake of latoi, Bena/ir and others’ 
Hei father (Bhutto) has done greatest harm 
to Sindhis and Sind We have not foi given 
him So why should we interfeie’ Then I told 
him a toke I said, a Pathan was watthing a 
danttng girl Someone asked the Pathan, 
•Lala do you understand what she is singing •’ 

Is she singing thumn or dddia oi Piloo or 
Bdgeswjii OI some othci laag or some 
fihd/dP Do vou undeistandThe Pathan 
said. 'I understand everything all this is an 
excuse toi sex' So—"vou want powei, they 
want powei why should we pretend thete is 
a lot ol culture in between■“ So why should 
we ititeilere in the tight between power 
^hiistv people"’ 

Q Oeneidl Zia told me \ou <iie one ol the 
best people in Pakistan 
A 1 have said two things recently 1 have 
said that if he (General Zia) is the custodian 
ol Islam, then 1 am the custodian of kulw I 
am basically against Pakistan, he wants to 
II tain Pakistan on the old theor\ which has 
been exploded I ti him do so and let me do 
what 1 want He h.is got his own principles 
and I have got mv own principles 1 don’t 
believe in thud rate people who talk about 
Islam latoi and otheis ate woise than this 
man because the\ talk about democraev | 
What was Bhutto’s dcmociacv' Bhutto was 
not a demociat Bhutto was not a man of 
pi iiiciple, Bhutto was not a tiue Muslim 
Bhutto was thud tate peison 

Q 1 1)11 come ftom bind whose bulls ha\e 
piieii this siibiontinent a pi eat message 
Can Pakistan he Lallvd a pair oi this bufi 
message ■' 

A No Pakistan IS a cieation of hatred It is 
against the traditions of the Sufis 
Q What did the Sufis baie to otteP 
A love, unity in diversity 
Q How do vou sec the tuiuie ol India and 
PakistaiP 
A lo be united 
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Q How? 

A Either in confederation or condomi¬ 
nium (that IS, joint sovereignty). 

Q Most people in Pakistan would call that 
another name for sub/ugation by the Hindu 
maioritv Indians 

A Pir Pagaro sent me word He said do 
you want to again come under the subtuga 
tion of Hindus’ 1 sent him a message that 
there is a saving It is better to get a kick 
from an elephant than fiom a donkey 
(Laughs) 

Q What was his replv^ 

A No leplv They have cieated great 
personalities, the Hindus like Gandhiii, 
Nehru Have we created even a single per 
son woith mentioning after the establish 
ment of Pakistan’ 

Q What do vou think of Gandhip and his 
contiibution^ After all vou left him and 
loined the Muslim League 

A I didn’t leave Gandhiji I left the 
Congress Gandhiji had also left the Con 
gross, at one time he was not even a two 
anna member of the Congress hour annas 
was the subsciiption of the Muslim League 
and two annas of the Congress 

Q Do vou thjiik Candhiii's message still 
has an\ tekvaiKe ’ 

A Yes teitainlv. I am a followei (of 
Gandhiji) to a certain extent 

Q What IS the extent^ 

A Non violence, love unitv of India these 
things I follow 

Q Whete do vou think Gandhi/i went 

VVlOflg’ 

\ Citcumstances didn’t favour hm He 
didn’t himsell go wrong, but citcumstances 
worked against him He never willingly or 
conscioiislv went wiong But ciicumstances 
weie such that he had not too many things to 
do except follow his conscience 

C) This coinioierss about 1946, about 
atcepting the Cabinet Mission plan foi a 
lonfedeiatioii ol India and the Congress 
I electing it can vou shed some light on what 
actualh happened^ 

A Seveial books have been written on 
this hveivbodv has given his own point of 
view Nehru committed certain mistakes 
Jinriah committed certain mistakes All 
politicians have cumn)itted certain mistakes 
If Nehiu had not said that we aie accepting 
this plan with mental reservations, then 
Jinnah would not have go the opportunity 
to go back on his woid But Nehru gave an 
opportunity 

Iheie weic two groups in the Bripshers 
one gioup, those who got naming and werg 
good Englishmen, believed that they had 
come to India with a mission—to unite India 
and leave certain principles behind, demo 
ciacv etcetera There was another section 
who weie impenalists, who wanted to keep 
India permanently under then rule But they 
did nut succeed, so in the end they kicked 
India divided it and went It was against 
history that India should be separated India 
has (through history) moved from time to 
time towards unity Asoka tried to bring 
unity by force and subsequently by bringing 
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Buddhism And then Vikramaditya tried to 
bring unity through Hinduism That didn’t 
succeed But it did contribute to an extent 
But Akbar the Great did the best thing— 
seeing the unity behind all religions and 
conquering other problems in other wavs 
He also mo«ed towards unity of India 
Buddhism gave India the philosophy of non 
violence long before Christ If there is going 
to be anything which is going to save the 
world, It IS non violence Non violence and 
love— they both come in the same category 

Theie cannot be violence in love Non 
violence is the basic principle through which 
the world is going to be saved So that was 
anothei contribution fiom India And then 
Khuwava Moinuddin Ajmeri and all the 
Chisn khaandan (famil\) the Sutis ol Sind, 
Shah Latif, Saimast and Guru Nanak (>nu 
lab Shah Baba Faiid all these persons iseit 
talking unitv among all religions Ra)d Ram 
mohun Rov Kabir Bhagat, the whole Bhakti 
movement said the same thing Sufis said 
that uniis vs as God's plan Iheie is a diftei 
ence between itiigion and mateiialism 
Matenalism doesn t believe in plans, but in 
accideiils bseisihing comes with accident 
aicidcnt aitti accident Ihc entiie vsoild 
(savs science) is based on an accident and 
religious people sav that ihe cntiie woild 
has bci n < icaied vvith a pin post ind a plan 
According to Islamic piiiuiples thi world 
has been ueated with a pm pose and a plan 
This puipost anil plan is uiiTs Units ot 
mankind from unitv tomes pi ai t 1 lom 
pcdci tomes piogiess 


Q they fought a battle one lost and one 
wan What ts the political evolution that you 
see for Pakistan now’ 

A Somebody asked me, what do you say 
about the confederation’ So I said there are 
three views about confederation One view 
IS held by Ataullah Mengel he said that 
there should be confederation between 
Baluchis and Smdhis I said that is also 
unthinkable because who is going to get us 
this’ Unless Pakistan is broken, u can't 
come The second tupe of confederacy is 
advocated bv Mr Mumtaz Bhutto I don’t 
know what he says, but he wants confedera 
cy between all the piovinces of Pakistan 
One, two, or three subjec ts should be left to 
centre, rust should come to piovinces I gave 
then an instance of mice who was going to 
bell the military cat’ I told iZ A) Bhutto that 
he should not (become a pawn) in ilie hands 
ol the Puniabis I told him befoie Mumtaz 
Bhutto that altet getting things done from 
him, the Punjabis would kill him And subse 
ciuently he was killed Now this man is a 
good man 

O W’hf) 

A /id A good man in the sunsi that hi is a 
Punidbi because we can see oui opponint 
diiucth Theie is nodisguisehkcinBhutto s 
ume Bliiitto consideted himself Sindhi but 
he woiked against biiidhis and did gieatcst 
hdim to Sindhis And the second thing is that 
/id IS taking Pakistan towards di>ititCria 
lion 1 want this disintcgiatioii of Pakistan 
So that means 1 liki him Hi is doing mv 
woik in a different mannei 


0 a Did Ittmah and Vtii/iiliafi t<icb othoi 
"Do MHi ntnemhii am comusatjon 
with hnnali about Nehiu’ 

A I knew him (Jmiiah' horn the \ii\ 
liegllltling, sw«,t 1920 lioin those davs 
when he was nobocls IVlieii finiiah and Sii 
Shah Nawaz Bhutio weit going foi the fust 
Round 1 able contei ence fiom Kaiachi ^ 000 
peisons came to sec oft Bhutto Onls foui 
persons came to see oft linnah msselt Hap 
Abdullah Hatoon. (Pit Alt Mohammad) 
Rashdi and one mine There was a big 
dinnei given in honour of Shah Nawaz 
Bhutio Of course, thev had spent then own 
monev and collected T.OOO persons jinnah 
Hap Abdullah Haroon and mvself contii 
bated and invited 40 persons in Cailton 
yptel m honoui ot Jmnah to keep up his 
prestige 

Q What did Jmnah feel about Gandhi and 
Nehtu as people’ 

A How can we be anxious to know ihe 
opinion of a person who himself is a nobodv 
before us’ What Jmnah can sav abi ut Gan 
dhiji’ Gandhi and Nehru weie fai above 
Jmnah He was nothing befoie them He was 
a freak of fonune. lUst like Bhutto Histoiv 
creates people If vou lead the Muslim 
history, can there be anv comparison be 
tween Hussain and Yazid’ 


O a Whai was the impatl of the 19Si MRL) 
" nnnement’ 

A VVe tiovcotled it VVt didn I join ttieni 
Q But It was a poweitul mo\(nunt 
A li was not a movement ot Bhutto oi 
Bhutto’s satellites It was because the Sitidhi 
people wtie sick ot Puniabis tluv wanted 
an ourbuisi So when thev saw the oppoitun 
in thev buist out 

Q Do \ou think theie will be anothit 
oiithtnsi uion 

A 1 can’t sav The onlv thing is wai 
between India and Pakistan and Russia 
When there is a wai at that time we (in 
Smd) should be conscious that wc should be 
on the side it India 

Q Do vou think Rain Gandhi will tight a 
w at ■’ 

4 t can 1 sav Because when his minhei 
was ippioathedbv us hei stcietarv told our 
man We are bannas We do cvervthing 
wheie It suits us And wliv slioulij wc tight 
loi atheis' 

Q Mis Gandhi '•aid that’ 

A She heiselt didn't sav that but hti 
secretary said so 

Who was liet secietatx’ 

A I don’t know—somebodv was there Mv 
man who went over to Delhi He was sent bv 
me to India But he did not succeed 


JiflBBtt replied, 
‘Weiiave 
nothing to do 
with the word 
Pakistan. Some 
student boy has 
I been spreading 
I the news. We 
I have nothing to 
' do with it.’ 


Zia is a good 
man in the sense 
I that he is a 
Punjabi because 
we can see (him 
I as)our opponent 
I directly. There is 
no disguiseiikein 
Bhutto’s time... 
And the second 
thing is that Zia 
is taking 

Pakistan towards 
disintegration. I 
want this 
disintegration of 
Pakistan. 
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SPEQAL REPORT 


Taii;et: Rajiv Gandhi 

On 4 Mav 1985, the Federal Bureau of Investigation of the USA arrested four Sikh 
extremists and brought an end to a conspiracy to assassinate the Prime Minister during 
his visit to that country in June Sharon Butler reports from Washington on the plot 

O n 26 January 1985, two 
young Sikhs entered the 
New Vork Hilton Hotel One 
wd& Gurpratdp Singh, a Ji 
year old computer programmer ol 
Automated fools Incorporated in 
Mount Vernon, New York living in a 
second flooi apai tment at 500 A 5th 
Avenue at Brooklyn He was acconi 
panied bv a tnend, 25 yeat old Lai 
Singh, a resident of 4204 Saul Street 
in Flushing, Queens on the outei 
limits of New York citj They were 
tiembling with excitement that day 
they had aiianged to meet a mercen j 
ary an Ametican who said he was 
from Alabama and who claimed he [ 
had expenist in wf apons and explo 
sivtc liom his days in Vietnam 
How thev had contacted the Amer 
lean IS not clear but it is not so 
difficult to hue a merceiiery in the 
US In Chicago tor example, there is 
a gioup tailed the ‘Top Hatteis 
Iheir calling tatd has a top hat and 
ctossbones on it and ihes will do | 
anvthing ioi a tee—from breaking 
bones to quieth c limiiiating’ some I 
out 1 litre aie also magannes like 
the SoIJni'i of Foitune which ate 
sold 111 ordinalN bookstalls and cans 
adcoitisemenis Horn men icadv to I 
hut thtmselics out lor militais ven 
tutes toutni),, then familiants witli 
lethal devices and methods the wav a 
set ret it V boasts of hei tvpiiig sjieed 
Birk and Singh must have chanced 
upon such an adveitisement 
The Amciican’s stoty was isstii 
tiallv tiue He was indeed a Vtttnam | 
vetcian and had been decoiated with 
the pustigious Congiessional Medai , 
ot Honoui He had been part ot rht ' 
elite Navv Coips Seal which trains 
men in tlie use of explosives and | 
autoinatK wiapons foi uiban and | 
gut ml la waif.lit But the two Sikhs 
knew oniv tins much of the Amei 
lean s jiast Ihev did not know that | 
he had also been an iiitormei foi the . 

FBI toi the last live' and .i half yeais 
Coptt dot umcnis retei to him onh as 
' A ’ A had alieadv tipped off the 
f BI about his meeting wi.h the two 
Sikhs I nkiiowii to Bilk And Singh, 
the H lit on hotel 1 oom had been tilted I 
with 1 hidden video camera From ' 
the niotnem thev enteied and staitcd 1 

talk I’l to ‘A’ thru aettons vert , -’"—'"'TJSSpSiSw 

ucin It < Ihe pin had tailed ivei, I riimcMimsterltollv Oandbi 
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Birk. Sukhtinder Sineh. \irindtr Smith, and Ja^blrSandhu unsutir^slul plot 


(Lett to right Itiurp ratap Smith 

befoie It had beeun 

T he two Sikh extieniists l.uipia 
tap Singh Bilk <ind t ai Singh 
I suspected nothing vclien tht\ iit in 
meet their Ameiican coniact at tlu 
I New Voik Hilton Hotel on 2() I.tiui 
aiv Pei haps thev had heaid stones 
like the one about him a lewish 
youth league had liiitd an assassin to 
kill the PLO thiel Mi \ asset Aialat 
and figured thoit lould he no lepiii 
I cussions Oi pcihaps tlu \ had lomt 
to belies t thai Aniei leans siippoiti d 
I the ladieal Sikh movement in India 
I altei all how mans pioss ai'otints in 
I India had aeeused tlu Ls and the 
' f lA ol lending a hand to the sepa* it 
ists ‘ 

Birk was fiiendh and outspoken 
I heads with his misguided extieniist 
notions hast veai he had loiintd a 
ladital group tailed the Sikh Stii 
dents Assoeiation ot Ninth Ami i it a 
and just after Opeiatioti Blucsiai his 
men walked into the Indian tonsu 
late in New York Cit\, sma 'u>d a 
pictuie of President 7ail Singh <intl 
broke a staiut ot Mahatma Gandhi 
I he eonsulait staff had to lomhh 
throw them out 

At the meeting with ‘A Buk was 
unrestidined He immediately took 
the man into tonfidentt and asked 
the Ament an to tall him only Tohn' 
since his name was diffitult to pio 
nounce Birk and Singh set out their 
plans Thev said thev lepresented a 
group seeking to ovei throw the Iridi 
an goveinment They wanted to 
bomb strategic loeations m Indni—a 
nuclear plant, budges, hotels, gos 
ernment buildings—all of which the s 
named If they suttceded Biik and 
Singh claimed, the people would lost 
confidence in the government whu h 
would tall on its own I hey also (old 
“A” that they wanted to assassinate 
poluital leaders in India, inthiding 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi What they wanted 
from the Ameriean, Buk and Singh 
explained, was “mihiaiy tiainmg” 
for an initial cadre of seven men in 
the US These men would have to be 
taught the use of explosives and 


automatic weapons and tiained in 
uthan guenilla tatties and thenueal 
w II taie 

Atii 1 tlu I leliminais tiaining 
\ wo'ild aieonipans them to India 
as an ad\ is» i imiil the seeen weit 
piotiiieni enough to impait (tainiiig 
on then own I he two Sikhs also 
asked the Ameiitan tin esplosnts 
and inaehiiiegiins that the\ could 
smuggh into India and false Amu 
lean passpoits to help easv iiaetl in 
and nut 111 thetountu, 1 his was ideal 
mateiial foi a spv thiilloi but the 
Ameiiean did iioi raise an\ ques 
turns Buk. quick to Haunt his eoiili 
donee said he would find a suitable 
location lot iht uaining tamp 
Business done the thiie me it 
shook hands and paited Iht two 
Sikhs enicMged tioin the New \oik 
Hilton biimminp with eontidciui 
I he\ wt! e so elated that tiles took no 
piciaiitions Plaimlothes PBl nun 
hidden in the i Us longestion liaili tl 
the two loeatid then iesidentes uiul 
suhseciue alls elutked then gas anti 
ehtiiitus bills and telephone re 
(Olds 1 111'I BI was Aioming in whai 
thev now needed was mine esideiue- 
Some ol that wa* soon to be pio 
I \ itled 
i 

T he undeitovii IBI agent, “A’ 
posing as a nu itenaiy to the twi 
Sikhs, Gurpi nan Singh Buk and Lai 
Singh, had passed on the details of 
tlu Hilton Hotel meeting to the an 
I thonties But iht I BI wanted more 
e'vidence encugh ui uncos ti the 
wholt'plot It was then that Buk and | 
Singh airanged anothei meeting 
with “A"- this time at a hotel m 
Westbuiy km from New Yoik, on 
Long Island citing seeuiity pie 
eautions, manipulated the thange ot 
venue and with the help of PBI fitted 
a hidden video camera in the loom 
Birk and singh did not bother to 
question him 

On 20 February they brought along 
another liiend, Ammand Singh, but 
Birk did most ot the talking He was 
in a hurry he wanted the initial 
training completed by 10 May How 


soon could 'A' begin'’ he asked He | 
also askt'd A to des ise a method by 
whith C 4 I'xplosises tould be smug , 
gled into India How muc h explosive s ' 
did lilt gioup iiee'd'^ "A ’ asked The 
Sikhs coiiteiit.l in Guimukhi for a i 
whilt tlu u Buk leplied ssiili tonfi | 
lit net 1 not gli to blow up 'S Fii i 
bom Bmoklsn oi Qut'ensboio 
brulgt s Also he added, onongb to 
ra/e a Ibstoies building Birk gase i 
“ A a list ot small arms and machine . 
guns and spteificalls requestt'd lor 
the liigiain 9 mm Mach U) I vcntiial 
Is lie said tht'v ssould a'so need | 
gien.ide launtheis | 

‘ A was also given photogiaphs of | 
the seven t Miemists who would form 
tilt lust tadre ot gueirilla tiamees I 
A was to obtain toi them lalse 
\mtiiein passpoits Ihi photo 
fiaph. uulndtd those' ot Buk, Lai 
Singh 11 u Ammand Singh Between | 
20 lebiuuv and 27 Apiil ‘A' ton | 
tailed Buk iiul Lai Suigh inoii than i 
OIK I bv 1 It (ilioiu lo woik out till' 
tnodalitus and cxilumge status le 
pint Meanwhile Buk had louiid a 
place in ( oluinhia. New letsev, loi a 
riainiiq i.imp about one and a halt 
houi s drive tioni New Yoik eitv li 
was petit el Buk was late i to ft'll 
A Colutnbi I was a small towiiwith 
a population of le'ss than AOO, isei 
l.tied in tlu lulls west ot New York 
No one would suspee' anything 
The't was a house' where the 
It ittue s eould icside as also a plate 
to sifilv 'tote explosives and 
weapons On 27 Apiil “A” aiiived in 
New ^ oik mi't Buk at his home and 
askt'd it he onld mspt'ii the training 
giouiid 

Birk, i al Singh and “A" set out for 
j Columbia On the wav Buk and 
.Singh said iht's had changed their 
I plans ol assassinating the Prime 
Ministei in India I hey would now 
j assassinate the Prime Minister in the 
' US doling Ml Gandhi’s visit in June 
] They wanted “A' to do it or to find i 
1 sometmt e Ise who could “A” agreed 
j and deseiibt'd three ways in which 
I the plan eould be canted out An 
I intense discussion ensued, how much 
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wou.'iH each one cost? What kind of 
fStjiopment was needed? What were 
Xho: loophcrlcs in each plan? Which 
' one was most likely to succeed? The 
details laid out, Birk and Singh con- 
fer>-('d m Gurmukhi. Finally, Birk 
' irned to "A” and gave the go-ahead. 
Bt" *ie wanted action immediately, 
the 'trrangement for payment would 
hr *■ 'lalised later. “A” was taken 
arto-.sd the training camp site and 
fn« fber plans were fixed. “A” was to 
hr!tig the plastic explosives and 
training was to begin on 6 May. 

G tirpratap Singh Birk and his 
associates decided to drop the 
pi.’.p of .starting the training camp at 
f '-lombia on 6 May when they came 
'r know that the Haryana chief 
m'nister, Bhajan Lai, had arrived 
• I Kfw Orleans for medical treat- 
I Birk was aljvays confident" 

t h.etf- was his chance to prove that he 
i ivo- no armchair extermist. He now 
I h-'id the opportunity to act. 

•' • -oon as Birk learnt of the where- 
of Bhajan Lai, on .d May, 
h». I' lephoned a man whom “A” had 
’nduct'd to him Birk came to the 
n< in' without wasting any time or 
w f-'i'. “Can you get me a ‘hit man’?” 
li "'sked, explaining that there was 
Indian official temporarily in New 
O.'ie.tns whom Ins group wanted to 
ir- 'sMnate. But “A’s” contact told 
bfr that was not possible. So the 
ie(|uesi Could he please be 
P'^vided with a firearm which could 
')<'( he traced'"" He was convinced that 
!>’ ,iwn people were quite capable of 
i '■'''■'•vnig out rhe assassination 
I What Birk did not know was that 
! ''he person he was speaking to was 
not someone who arranged for “hit 
n- in ■ but was in fact a special agent 
i of rhe FBI. As soon as the line was 
i onnected. the special agent cal- 
! •'■•ri lames Nagel at the department 
I ot '.tale, who coni li med that Bhajan 
j J.n! was indeed in New Orleans and 
I thi' he was an internationally- 
i pro'eited person. Immediately, the 
1 N'<"'\ Orleans police was alerted and 
j si-'ioiiy around Bhajan Lai tight¬ 
en" d Meanwhile, unaware that the 
j FP' was on their trail, Birk and a 
! fi-iond got into a car and began the 
J 1 ‘-0P km journey to New Orleans. At 
I Ai iliama the next morning (4 M'ay), 
Pi'k and his friends stopped at a 
g"i'‘-hop to buy a .45-calibre Astra 
j "tu'omatic pistol for $220. They also 
I v.i'ited to buy a silencer but this was 
i T'l'* .ivailable. 

; 'i'he salesman, Paul Johnson. 
1 '"n'thei Vietnam veteran and former 
j f .""een Beret, was an acquaintance of 
j P !'■'<. Who called himself “Suki” in 
1 Ah'hama. But Suki now looked diffe- 
r,nf As Johnson recounted, he 
V -l.ed clean cut, he had shaved his 



beard and cut his hair and had re- an official was brought to identify 

moved his turban. But he did not them. He overheard the four Sikhs 

recognise the other Sikh accompany- talking to each other and though 

ing Birk. Though he had a beard, lie they had told the police that they did 

was not wearing a turban In fact, not know each other, it was clear that 

Johnson suspected that he was hid- they did. In fact, one was telling the 

ing hi.s long hair under a jungle hat others not to talk 

that he was wearing. Birk, on this At New Orleans police headquar- 
morning, seemed to be more gay than ters, officer Jo.seph Lopinro told the 

I usual, and while chatting with John- Sikhs about their constitutional 

son, blagged about how he intended rights undei the US laws and in¬ 
to assassinate an enemy of the Sikhs formed them that they were not 

who was staying in New Orleans. In obliged to answer any question, in 

fact, he said he knew exactly where case they felt it would be incriminat- 

to find him. But what Birk did not ing. It was special inspectorVolney 

know was that Johnson's business Hayes who conducted the tnterroga- 

assoctate was another FBI informer, tion. He first picked on Viritider who 

At one pm on 4 May, Birk and his seemed nervous and his hands were 

friend decided to leave for New shaking and he was swearing. “We’re 

Orleans, just another HOO miles away. together,” he said, nodding towards 

The same morning, an Indian fore- Sandhu. “He does not speak good 

ign service officer, staying with Bha- English.” Then Virinder asked, “Do 
jan Lai at hotel Meridian spotted you want me to tell you the truth?” 

some Sikhs who appeared to be keep- And when he got a nod from Hayes, 

tng a watch on the building and he he said, “We are here to hurt him.” 

immediately called the police. By the When asked if he was referring to the 
evening the plan had collapsed, and “man in the hotel,” he said yes, and 
with It Birk's dream of assassinating then fell silent, refusing to answer 
the Prime Minister. At 10 pm. New any further questions. 

Orleans policemen found four Sikhs Today, five young men (including 
loitering on the sidewalk outside the ‘ another Sikh who was arrested later) 
hotel. Among them was Birk, The are lodged in a medium-security pris- 

others were Sukhvinder Singh (25), on at New Orleans, facing charges of 

from Bronx in New 'Vork who had trying to assassinate a foreign offi- 

driven to New Orleans with Birk, cial—something which could fetch 

Virinder Singh, 25. and Jasbir San- them life imprisonment. Is this an 

dhu also 25 years old and from New isolated plot, or is it just the tip of an 

York. When the police arrived, the iceberg, with many other people plot- 

Sikhs were handcuffed and the Indi- ting to assassinate the PM? 
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SPECIAL RFPORT 


The Shiv Sena 
Captures Bombay 


Can oin mosf r osmopolifnn r ily surv ivp thr Shn Sonn s pcirof hirjiisni'’ 


M oney bpiaks ni Bombay 
Anyone in seaith of a liv 
mg or an LI Dorado 
queues up lo get it in th< 
nio't Losmopolitan tils of this 'oun 
try Iheie is esttv kind ol lob fo' 
eve IS bods So it wis in thi Sixties 
and the Seseiiius that Bombty tvit 
nesstd an invasion of petipli prt 
dominantls from the south of Indii 
The original Mai tfhi speaking m 
habitants of the eitv found them 
selves being edged out ol ilmost 


esery plate lobs living space ett j 
Fven Bombas’s infamous unde rworld 
e imt to be dominated by people 
from south India 
Tt was iionnd this time in the 
Sixties that Bal Ihaeketav then a 
popular eartooni't m the f let^ /Vtss 
Joiitnal was ill treated bv hi* south 
Indian boss Ihitkeias quit his |ob j 
and sowed to get even with the 
people from the south in pntieulai 
and othei non Maharashtrians in j 
general In l%fi he formed the Shts ' 


Sena ant^ sterted his own magazine, 
\tnmik Ihe Sena was a cultuial 
organisation tnd us mam slogan was 
Mahiiashin tor Mah ii ishtnans ” 
In tho,e e ir's d lysMarmiL. used to 
pnbli»h a long list of names tif pen 
pie inostlv non M ihieia'btilans 
ssho he I'l top (losiiions in tompmies 
With the. polibe ition eif the uaties, 
I hae ke i av u hie veil his obiee t * he 
effettivelv aioused the tonsi.ious 
M , nf th' Maiathis 

The Shiv Sena * jiopulai tty grew in 






SPJ ( K1 kl PORT 


thanis and Punjabis vied with each 
othei to captuie a suable share The 
lattei pait of the Seventies and the 
I ighties saw the influx not only of 
ptopit from the notth but also of 
ministt IS likt Chandrakant Tnpathi 
who wt'rt imposed on Mahaiashtra 
h\ Sanjav (landhi Saniay ('landhi 
it inied to change the demographic 
I I (imposition ol Bombay to ensuie 
fmaiui il and political control ol the 
I (Oinnurcial capital of India Ihe in 
se< 111 ItV of the Mahaiashtiians final 
h loiiiid expipssioii dining the le 
(tilt (ivil chttions as borne out by 
the latt that the Mahaiashtiians 
\ot(d tn bloc toi rht Shiv Sena 
I andidates contc sting on the Mai at hi 
Asmit 1 slogan The chief minister 
\ I iiitt III Patil iindct'iood this un 
lik( tlu BP(C(1) piesident Miiili 
I Dt Ol I 

riu Senas piopagaiida that non 
Mali n ishttians do not laic foi Uoni 
Im\ Ik 1 amt i tidt nt when tin issue 
ol tin inllnx into thi citv was 
In ought iij) in Paihamcnt Not one 
nil mill 1 spok( up toi tlu city Ncith 
I ii Minli jttoia noi Sunil Dutt noi 
(MU (uiiiid IS Kamil oi Anupchaiul 
Shah slid 1 woid P\in Madf i 
I Dinduiii liom the opposition lias 
h iidls (ici hotluicd to apjilv his 
I mind to lln piohltin^ ol Bombas 
A IS nitd ida Paul is placing a dou 
hU glint ol hunting with tlu Shiv 
S< II I and I mining with tlu non 
M II IIhi mont \ hags U is well known 
ihn ilu (M IS (lose to the big 
I Iniildcis It IS Inlitvtd that if lit 
p null IS to tht Sliiv Sena it will not 
Ik toi tht hctitimeiit ol tht Maiathi 
spt iking people but to peipetuatc 
hi own ilile He does not hSve a 
p(<pid<ii hast in Bombay Poi that 
in.iiin no Marathi speaking luling 
paiu politician has much of a base in 
tlu nutiopolis In the situation it is 
no wondti that the Shiv Sena has 
Ik i n able to makt a nicht lor itself 
toinmg as it did on vote catching 
dtniands like bettti civic amenities 
loi the people ol Bombay The btunt 
ot the Shiv Senas stand is that the 
govt mint nt cannot provide basic 
aiiieniiits like watei, sanitation, 
she he I ttc Hit situation has been 
aggijvated bv the centre which has 
given a niggardly Rs SO croits 
against the Rs 1 000 crores deman 
I til d In the slate foi Bombay 

The Shiv Sena leels that the people 
who tome from outside the state 
looking foi thejr Dubai and Muscat 
111 Bombay should make demands on 
then own state governments to ere 
ate moie employment And the Sena 
chief, Bal Thackeray is bent upon 
taking the government to task for 
rhis migration 

Olga TaUta, Bombay 




I 


“Bombay is Like an 
Overcrowded Railway 
Compartment” 

Wntrs Nilkant Khodilknt rdiior Nmakol 


A rticle 19 of the Constitution ot 
India is subject to other piovi 
sums like l((i) and 1(F) which pio 
vides for serilement m any part of 
the countiv subject t(> ‘reasonable 
lestiictions ” It is not collect to 
flaunt Aiticle 19 vaguelc Iheie is 
no such thing as a fundamental 
light without “leasonable restric 
lions" The teim ‘leasmiahle res 
tuition” is open to discussion and 
Intel pretalion In the case of 
Naiendia Kumai vs Union of India 
(AIR 1960 SiC 410), the Supieme 
Court held that lestnctions lan 
include even total prohibition 
fhert must be reasonablenes« 
whuh is a lustiftable issue The 
courts have authoiity to determine 
it a paitKiilar restriction is leason 
able nr not 

Ptof Dandav ate ts suffering from 
an illusion and is misguiding the 
whole nation Halt the popiilarinii 
resides in j/iopadaparriv and aie 
depiived ol then rights to clean air, 
water and shelter Unless and until 
tlie government can piovitle these 
people the basic tights and ameni 
lies theit should be no fuither 
milux Ihis IS not a linguistic feel 
ing but a humanitarian one It peo 
pic* aie alieady living on the toot 
paths tlim the new ones will have 
to live m the gutters Do we want 
Ibis'* Mv contention is that people 


cannot itample njiun the basic Inn 
damental lights ol utheis 

Bal Iliatkeiac madt a mistake, if 
he said that people who camt into 
the cil,v afti i 1974 should Ik duvtn 
back This is not jiiojn'i The jioint 
IS now that wt must i nsiiic a cut oH 
date sac tiom 1 May 19HS whuh 
happens to he tht ilth veai ol 
Maharashtra lot such a step the 
whole pojKilation will have to give 
Its sujipott 1 would liki to list the 
analogs of an oveiciowdtd lailwas 
tompairnum When it is full pio 
pie fiom tlu insidt throw out tht 
others whti are still tisiiig lo jtu h 
rhiii wav in Boinhav is Iiki iii 
overcrowtli d lailwav compartint ni 
and the only solution now is iioi to 
let anyone else in 

I do iindeisiaiul that tlu it is It s* 
employment and devclopnunt in 
other starts hut rh< ii whv '•hoult) 
people run away lioni those vtatt s 
They should tight <igainst tlu it pov 
ernment and demand jobs and 
houses But they do not do this and 
instead tome to Bomb is and makt 
demands on otii govtinmtut It 
would be simjile enough to intro 
duce .in intei it il passpoi t system to 
regulate tht entry ol pcoplt- into 
the si.itc I belli VC ihis I hi mg 
done m Pakistan also It i* letson 
able and essential foi anv tyjK ol 
planning 


I ihe Sixtus pnm iiilv due to thi 
I thitai ot dominatiiiii that tlu Mahai 
.ishtiiins peictned Despilt tlu 
projiag inda unleashed h* the Sena 
the niigtarum tioni the south did not 
sioj) But the jsaitv giew in stitngth 
It h ul the blessings oi pohtieians and 
indiistiidlists SK Paul the ihtii 
t hu 1 ininisit i and uiu iowned king ot 
Boinbav saw in the Shiv Sena a 
tiitivt Hunt tool to stitngthen tlu 
iightisi louts Ihe biismtss eom 
munitv and Kaniakiislina Bajai in 
jiariieulai saw the St na as an answi i 
to the communist tciiui in the tiadc 
unions 1 he Shiv Sena intact tame 
in hantlv to counter ihe muscle pow 
I of the tiade unions dominated bv 
rhf communists And thev weit uiv 
UK cssful the communists weie 
htt I ally w iped out ot the ti ade union 


sc t nt 111 Mah uashti i 

Ilu jiaiiv s dtihnt had st' m by 
tlu latt St veulus tlioiicli tlu St ri i 
luled tht Bomhav Munii ipal toi 
IKK.itiiin till 197^ anti piotiuttd foni 
VC IS jKipuiai and tfliiunt mtsois 
Iht (lownhill louines ot tht parts 
came ahiuii hicausi ot tlu stvtii 
in lighting in the lowri ladies 
Mahaiashtitans howtvti (ontinued 
to teel thiealt luil hv tlu inllux ol 
non Maharashtiians into ilu cits 
tsjiecialls since thev iiiiitasinglv be 
gan to contioi both momv iiul pow 
et Ihe jiaittiii ot migiation int an 
while thangid Instead ot tlu jit opit 
tiimi the soutli thousands ponied in 
Irom the north id India esjienalls 
LP and Bihai Iheie was a boom in 
the building rtade, tommuiiuations 
and the hotel business vvheie Raias 


SUNDAY ie May- I June WBS 




SPECIAL REPORT 


• '■■'■.r'-rr" 'j'l 




* • S) " 


f.*, t «S» V > '* •< »• ^ “'v? 'Wr^fWW 

- "C’» >» • V V • ’ •:^'''• V " V,;? 

Bi' ■,-,,i, v; 


is SKi'drgttQuatioR 
W Mllk% 4o«s «at have a hierar 
>d^BaiiRruc Bri Thackeray is 
«3Se ’iw 9 MOtt'leader There are dis- 
caasKMu at various levels on every 
i»HM>hut the imal decision is taken 
by IM Thackeray, even if it con- 
cenu the mpoimmeni of a shska 
pramukh. Ike Shiv Sena has 160 
sbakas which is equivalent of a 
municipal ward, and each ^ looked 
after by the shaka pramukJi. The 
shakas are the mainstay of the Shiv 
i Sena organisation and each shalca 
devotes at least two hours a day to 
^na work in its area. There is also 
the vibagh pramukh which is 
equivalent to a parliamentary con> 
stituency. The Shiv Sena has va¬ 
rious wings like the Bharatiya Kam- 
gar Sena (labour wing) which has 
unions in 600 units, tokhadhikar 
Samiti which finds employment for 
youth, Chitrapat Shaka which looks 
after the interests of Marathi films 
which hitherto never got theatre.? 
for release. There is also the 
Vidhayarti Sena and the Bhavani 
Bank which provides loans to the 
needy- The pride of the Shiv Sena is 
its brigade Of 20 ambulances and 
hearses which any citizen can avail 
Of. The call numbers for th«e are 
with all hospitals and it is mid that 
when Amithbh Bachchan was 
, brought from Bangalore to Bombay, 
^he,■,V.as-''aufried in',a 'Shiv Sena-' 

• atutwlance t»i,,,tbe'Breach Candy 

^.jaospital.,''' • , ^ 

f WMle Shiv Sena Pramukh Bal 
■tbad^rsiy presides over the orga* 
nisa^i^, there is a team of s^iior; 
lea^s who are, in a way, the 
soedw line of command, (Me of 
4 htfrti ifi,Praino4 l^avalkar hi 
:^8Sid«i*iJ tha fightbahd nispi, of , 

• B 8 vaaH»..'h( #'.'|omr- '■ 
-n^ist and also works as personnel 

- manigser hi shipping company. He 
.liiMmiBS fb the Pothare Prabhu com- 

the foljs are the 
r.,ari|hM^lhH<^tan)ts of Bombay- Hte 
Jamt^dM^y-prmid of this and is an 
; jjwtotmr af the community 

tggkai'ta recreate the goi^'bld 
cowhnmity imled 
::Jh* €Shv«B»'«ea- Today, 1114® hre 
-fthlifetH!: in'dle^area. 

Hb* 


their mohey power. As a journalist 
Navahtker has been nisniiig a col-, 
unmtor 26 years in NavaabtScti. It is 
called “A vranderer's-ceiunm'’ and 
be is also inchar^ of two moga- 
xines. Urahmanti and Prahbv 
Prabbat, which is the oldest 
Marathi magazine in Bombay being 
63 years old. Navalkar created a 
controversy last year when he tried 
to put in a good word for Masian, 
Karim Laia and other allegedly re¬ 
formed smugglers and underworld 
dons. He said th^ were “Valmikts" 
and should be given a chance. This 
created a furore in the Marathi 
press. Navalkar, however shrugged 
off the controversy and continues 



Bat Ttaekerty 


to maintfun his Controversial links, 
a Mnhdhar Joshi: Now a profession 
al builder with a company called 
Kohinoor Bull^®'^> i®shi wa.s one of 
the finest majOTS of the city, litn 
Ing his regime he planted around 
one idkh trees throughout the city. 
He ah»o.^a a very successful string 
of ctMH^ing classes. Jfoshi started 
out SIB' a deik In. assessment 
d^mttMSit of Hiit Bombay Muni 
[OhM^'Caiporatlos and quit it to 
'heBnme.B corpoShtm:. 

'. ■■ j'oahijVJ|; 1 sh, a form®*;. 

■ 'snnynr,, #o«hl' dfks. one of the-, 

' : pra^casshc,,' 'kittiohar’'.' ^oshi' 

■ for tha-'^'pnd i^ Ws-.'he. 


who coined 'the slogai^ '‘fttaan.llkMv^ 
bay» 'Green Bombay*. 
is simple and until a 
ago (me c<nild see him whiHng 'iA,* 
hms queue with his briefcaBe Ibr-p 
buslBce any other citiBen. ©itegbNtI:; 
not know whether he hasecit«hw:;! 
a car now thatlm is als(i said to he'd', 
successful builder: His comtmdy^,; 
called Build Quick and he is said to 'J 
be developing propenien alohg Hm., 
Bombay-PUne highway «rad buad»V. 
ing up a tioiving business. Jkishi. 
was a good legislator, but uitfettur " 
nately he lost in the last Assmnldy < \ 
election when the Rajiv GamBd , 
wave swept the city., joshi Ibai^, 
after the Lokhadikar Samiti in the 
Shiv Sena. The Samiti is, peritapS, 
responsible for seeing.iliat 40 ptsif'i 
cent of them are reserved fob ' 
Marathi-speaking peoide ih,govern- }< 
ment, corporaticms and private seaCvi 
tor companies. , , i',’ 

•'Wathanrau.Mahadjk; 
ptoyee- (rf the 'Bomh^. IMpniCipw)^ 
Corporation. He Contested the 
municipal elections and became d;:. 
councillor. 'When the Shiv Sena was,"! 
the Imrgest party In the cotporatio* ^ 
in 1968, Mahadifc was one of ‘the 
"four mayors.. He is an insurance 
.agent ,now.' , ■ •, V’f 

a ’Cmttgfi'Salvh Vfas a lahmiter .in'4; 
mill wlmh he joined* the Bena;, Ha ■ 
■has'sihde retired,and.fm'sajiijf'*dtBh 
hoW.he'haS been-loofcint.after 
labour Wing of the ShW'^ha. 
late the Sena’s labour wipg haWapt;’, 
been as sucessful'as'-H was 
late Sixties and Seventies, The Jwib ■ 
ty has been overtaken by ©r battsi;. 
Samant’s unions. TheShiv Sena bps 
already derided the iKbmgar i 
Agadhi’s defeat in the iwttiicip4\; 
elections where the Shiv Se«a wan;i' 
Over the Agadhi candidates wWchjji 
included Or Samant’B brother, itii 
the labour areas. 

The Shiv Sena now has a third 
rank leadership. They are Chai^ i 
Bhujbal, the mayor of Bombay vdw,, 
also holds the disdncticm of being a - 
legislator. There are also somqt, 
other people: batu Natawadn, 
corporator, and Mr Sarpotdar who'-, 
works as pecsonnel manager in A': 
mtdtinatitmai firm. Sarpotdar shot ■ 
into fame during the Rherwadi..' 
' rk«8. His arrest for his Wtleged robs.. 
^ in the riots provtdeed -hundreds of. 
' Women and ^dldren to gberbo thn^ 
.police station m-protMi- -'.fS 
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Twfntv one vedjs af beration movement, he had tome a 
ter his death with long wav the transformation of an 
four years to go for Innei Temple lawyei to a potential 
the Lommemoration letolutionarv was complete He 
of his birth (tnten talked difleicntlv fiom the Mahatma 

aiy It IS time to ot tht unity of the oppiesstd people, 

make a historually sotialism and of India’s role m the 
objectiye assess fight against fascism and the biavt 
ment of the tole and I new world set to be born Being 
con 1 11 but ion of impatient he vsas shocked at oui 
JdWdharldl Nehru It is not as though I little c|uaticls and occasional fiatii 
his biogtapheis have been found i cidcs and was ama/i‘d at the intlu 
wanting 01 that historical or contom | cnee of iituals superstitions and leli 
poraiv inteiest in this political titan , gion Tlicic wcie undouhtedlv mo 
IS lacking But his biogiaphcis and I nieiits ot selfdoubt when he would 
critics alike went as close to this e\en mce'kly submit to his mtntoi s 



I oveipoweimg peisonality as they 
I wt'ie to the events of tlu eta those 
I vcMis of tumult jov and hope Am 
asse’ssment of this kind calls lot a 
deep undeistanding of the gieat e ra 
] ns ethos and substance 

What IS the abiding h gac\ of law a 
hai lal Nthiu the great captain of oui 
I stiiiggle foi national libeiaiioii a 
heio of two geneiations ot his conn 
tiyinen one who sliuggltd and 
moulded and eniiehed the goals and 
It Mure ot OUI fic'edom stiuggli and 
diieetcd its eourst to its linal dts 
tinatioti along with M ihatina Gan 
dhi-’ lawahailal Nthiu wasdiffeient 
and he ditfeied openly with the 
Mahatma and mans ot his col 
leagues—but without a tiaee of 
malice tit angei He was sine ot his 
I convictions and could expiiss his 
' vehement dissent often with an iin 
eiriiig se*nse ot histoie and ot nation 
al eltstinv He posed lllt question 
Whiihti India'* He aiisweied it toi 
himself and his geneiatioii He 
looked at the toms which had 
moulded human thought and action 
in the sub tontine 111 when histone d 
forces at woik had maniltstcd them 
selves dilitientlv He went on to 
undeistand lii* nuitivatnig totees ot 
hlstorv He was not pist a sinsitivt 
inte lleetiial ot a Insteniaii ot the 
at me hail tv pc Heie was a man ot 
action who inspned mass aetion 
liom the detisivt moment ot tht 
lahanwalla Bagh davs he itmaincd 
in iiitiniatc tontaet with the people 
whethei thev weit the peasants ot 
Pratapgai h and Rae Bai cill oi pe ople 
of the feudal teiitiesses then called 
the Indian native states 
He shaied the agonv ot the pe asan 
ifv under the Biitish hut had no use 
foi those who would rathe I eompioni 
ISO with the native and alien oppies 
stirs He drew In sustenance and 
siiength tiom them close, vet aloof 
in Ins disioveiv of India Fiom 
Icilianwalla Bagh to the banks of the 
Rhvi in I ahore when he was crowned 
the lashtiap.iTi’ of the national li 


decision But lie moved torwaid with 
l.iitli in hiinstif Ills people and the 
iialion s dest ii\ Fins then was the 
I mill who ushiitd us into freedom 
I and became oui Inst democratn 
Piimt Mniistci 

What dots this legend and Itgaev 
I mean to the new gcueidtion* A child 
lioin on 27 May 19(14 would attain 
adulthood and aequ lehisoi hti vote 
•ind right to pailitipate in tht demo 
I eiatie pioccsses ot govtrnanct ol the 
I Lounliv now How dots this legend 
and legacy alteei him and tiiose who 
eunstitute the mainityof oui iialion 
I todav and those who ait shaping oiii 
I pie sent and indeed the fuuue-' It 
out wcit to ludgc iiom the pio 
I iiontitcments ot his own giandsoii 
I the piestnt Pimie Mimstei and 
those who suriound him on liis seat 
of povvti iiiiicli ol lawdhailal 
Nthiu s 1 e g a e V li a s become 
IIu levant oi is of no consequence to 
a nation about to emtige' into the 
21 si eeiituiv witli all its evpeetatioiis 
and puispecis and tiappings of a new 
iiiodeiti soeittv K this histone Itga 
tv alitadv 111 iis twilight 

It IS iinpoitant in this lontext to 
undeistand the peispectives lawa 
I hailal Neillu thitw up during the 
I tieedoin snuggle and attci indt 
peiidtnct anti the developments ot 
^ post Nchiu India to nndtisland this 
iegdtv Not onlv did lawahailal 
Nelini tit ate hi totv but was also 
moulded bv the national and intcina 
I tional eiivitonmeiit and foices which 
shaped the woild ot his gcneiation 
The Mahatma had conveited and 
shaped the Indian independence 
movtmiciit into a powtifiil mass 
I based snuggle tor national libcia 
tion Tht movement had its impair 
and impiimatui which was unique m 
manv ways It was influenced by his 
inoial and spiiitual quest and ‘tx 
permitnis with niith as he tailed 
them He stiffened the spines ot a 
subicet nation to use in levolt 
against the bulwatl of impel lalism 
tempeitd b\ a moral fervoui which 


Is Nehl 
aMer 


Wlinf IS the Iciidcv of faivaha 
Ministei niui thr hoto of the in 
Mahfjinui (idiuJhi ^trcird it to 
Ills If'gnfi nif’Hn to those who 
died 27 and who i 

\ ofe* K /’ Ihiiukiisi 
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I Nrhtu, Indiafast Prime 
lorn struggle nho nlong with 
final firsfincihon'’ IViidf dors 
(’«e horn on the d<n Nehiu 
\e nou' aiquned the tight to 
(in MP (insudis 



came from his lonely quest for truth 
rooted in India’s past, with all its 
(.ontradiUions But his satyagiaha or 
charkha oi his abhoirence for violent 
means had far reaching consequ 
ences It is as though the Mahatma 
had understood the Indian social 
reality almost intuitively and he 
knew It needed drastic surgery But 
he was not piepared to accept the 
logic of a violent revolution The 
shrewd , calculating leadci that he 
was he perhaps had doubts about 
the oiganisational limitations of vio 
lence In the context of a divisive 
society did he think that violent 
change would be counter pi oductive 
111 the long run’ Oi was he bound by 
tiadition which he had often delted 
almost following the footsteps of 
Gautama Buddha 2,'500 yeais ago’ 
But theie isn’t any doubt that the 
Manatma had conditioned the mas 
Sts to accept his norms if not ideolo 
gv and it had become the most 
dominant influence on the fieedom 
movement, and indeed on Jawahai 
lal Nehiu and his generation 

lawaharlal Nehiu kn« w that there 
weit bigger foices at work in ton 
tempo!ary history Flieie was a 
powerful influence ot socialism 
Maix and Lenin and the Soviet ex 
pci inient and the ciisis m the i apital 
isi 'ystem which had led to fascism 
and wai and misery foi millions 
Jawahai lal Nehiu understood these 
powerful forces at work and knew 
that India could not live in splendid 
isolation He also understood the 
meaning and significance of the his 
toiical diive towards an tgahtaiian 
society It IS yet another mattei that 
he did not become a conventional 
Mai MSI 01 that he was equally infl 
uiiced by the fabitins and a Tawney 
and a Beitrand Russtl lawaharlal 
Nehru knew that the 20th ctniurv 
India of his vision not only had to be 
a fiee nation but also had to adopt 
socialism as its goal within a demo 
ciatic Iramewoik Demociacy he 
realised would be a meaningless 
ritual if poverty, lilth niseiy and 
squalor could not te itmoved This 
was the man who took on the mantle 
of Gandhi by his own right and with 
the enthusiastic vind tumultuous ton 
sent of the millions of his country 
men who adoted him and plated 
their unqualified confidence and 
trust in him and gave him then 
aflettion in abundance Theie is 
haidlv any parallel to this phe 
nomenon 

What IS important is that lawahar 
lal Nehru did not emerge from this 
masi adulation with a variant of 
Indian Caesarism as he had once 


feared He knew how fragile the 
roots of democracy were in India, but 
consciously made an effort to build 
up values and institutions which 
would surviy e him So, he wnas pained 
to see some of his contemporaries in 
the newly liberated countries trying 
to snuff out dissent or build a perso 
nality cult It was this Jawaharlal 
Nehru who, ignoring protocol, had 
asked a surprised Nkrumafa during 
their fii St meeting “What the hell do 
you mean by putting your head on a 
stamp-"’ While many of his contem 
poraries were sceptical about its out 
come, he insisted on adult suffrage 
and built up a soveieign Parliament 
as an instrument of decision making 
and social change Thus, he put fun 
damental lights and diiective priiui 
pies on a pedestal as the ceiitr< 1 
thrust of our demociatic Const.:J 
tion Jawaharlal knew that social 
change within a parhamentarj 
fiamework alone could ensure a so 
cial revolution and maintenance of 
national unity, security and stability 
Ue also knew the poweiful influ 
ences at woik m a ritual bound fadi 
tional society and the amazing hold 
of obscurantist fortes at work Secu 
I at ism had become an^ at tide qf faith 
with him* India tod fo be '^ular if tt 
was to retifih Its freedom arid 

-111 , I dt 

A nation in the thfoes ol change 
had to eTYstlre Its Sense bf direCnon 
Jawaharlal Nehru projected the 
obiective of socialism and an egahta 
nan society and instruments of 
national planning Socialism Can only 
mean decisive change in proppity 
I lelations but foi huq it cogld Oraft be 
within the limitations <« ,yie,par 
I liamenraiv framewoik Ife„\^as clear 
in his mind that a mixed economy 
was only a phase WhiCh Jnditi Kad to 
I pass through Theietbre, he -fought 
lelentlosslv against 6 the emergence 
of the bwatantid ideology which he 
I was sure could not be accepted by 
the impovetished masses He also 
endeavoured to build up a scientific 
tempei, for it was clear to him that 
modem science and technology was 
the most effective matruments of 
change anywhere, more So in a tradi 
tidh bound society tttjg^hpting to 
emerge into a modern phase of its 
existence 

The Indian nation was born into a 
bi poldi world and J awaharlal 
Nehiu, who moulded our world 
outlook had laid the foundations of 
non alignment and peaceful coexist 
ence and was in vigorous pursuit of 
peace as the goal of humanity This 
policy Itself was an inheiitance from 
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our freedom struggle, along with our 
commitment to anti imperialism, 
anti racism, anti Zionism and promo 
tion of Asian and African identities 
A close identity of views and in 
terests developed between India and 
the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countiies, based more on national 
interest than on ideology But the 
lomantic element in Nehru could not 
see through the Chinese game which 
had profound consequences for our 
nation He could not understand the 
Pakistani ruling elite whose meta 
morphosis into a military luling ch 
que he detested The democrat in 
Nehru could not compromise with a 
military dictatorship in this sub 
continent which he had helped to 
liberate from British imperialism 
Wedded as he was to the pursuit ot 
peace and disarmament Jawaharlal 
endowed us with an mtei national 
purpose The sense of national pui 
pose was clear and well delineated 
and the paths and goals clear in spite 
of major limitations and hurdles in 
the way The Nehru years were thus 
years ot piomise, endeayour and 
achieyement foi the new born na 
tion, nationally and intei nationally 
With the end of the Nehiu era, 
many sharpening contradictions 
within and without weie brought into 
fftcufloChinese! intiwsnm across the 
and the aggiessive 
neighboui * malUary designs had 


pushed up the question of national 
defence and secunty higher on the 
agenda, which had its own impact on 
the national economy, compounded 
by droughts and deyalution Mts In 
dira Gandhi followed the national 
consensus on a foreign policy of 
peace and non alignment The Indira 
years piovided a large measure of 
continuity of policies in spite of 
aberrations like the ill advised de 
valuation 

The Indian National Congiess,after 
Jawaharlal Nehru and the brief spell 
of Shastri was fast losing its sense of 
diiection and thiust, which was re 
fleeted in the great divide of 1969 
Indira Gandhi was, howevei, able to 
rescue the Congi ess for a brief while 
and identify herself and the party 
with the people This resulted in the 
massive mandate of 1971 Steps like 
abolition of ptivy purses and nationa 
lisation of banks enthused millions 
wh’le the victory in Bangladesh war 
added a new dimension to this elo 
quent expiession ot the united will of 
the people While Mis Gandhi con 
tinned to lav emphasis on non 
alignment seculaiism and socialism 
her approach to institutions built 
buck by brick by the founding 
fathers eroded the democratic fabric 
and diluted the historic significance 
of her remarkable achievements of 
1969 72 

But the truth was the very massive 


mandate and victory in the Bang¬ 
ladesh wai had changed her attitude 
to democratic institutions whether it 
was the Parliament, the judiciary, 
the press or her own party or the 
opposition or the organised trade 
union movement This style was, of 
course, encouraged by a climate of 
sycophancy which grew up in the 
Congress after the split and condi 
tions weie built for building up a 
personality cult This was a major 
departure from Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
glowing example of a democratic 
leader’s restiaint and led to the dis 
tortions of the Emeigencv era The 
democratic fabric was the major 
casualty while maiginal improve 
ment and iclief was provided 
through schemes like the 20 point 
programme with its agrarian content 
The Congress became a shadow of its 
f 01 mei self and democratic dissent in 
the party was stifled The Janata 
inteilude lestorcd the institutional 
imbalance a little but it*' inability to 
build a parry based on a national 
consensus and the split in the Con 
gloss convinced Mrs Gandhi that she 
alone t ould be right and othei s were 
wrong 1 rustrated by the lanat t ex 
pctimeiit tht people were lelt with 
no option but to tuin to Indii i 
Gandhi 

The dynastic element which she 
iniccud into the body politic and 
which was nurtuied by a climate of 
sycophancy in the luling party fuith 
ei eroded our democratic ciedibility 
Saniav Gandhi declared the end of 
all ideologies and politics was re 
duced to a Machiavellian power 
game The Congiess(I) thus became a 
stiangt amalgam of many iitual 
bound C ongrossmen who were look, 
ing to tht Supreme Couit and the 
Election Commission to tell them 
what the Congress was while various 
new entrants who hardly knew its 
background or whose commitment 
was questionable, swelled the party’s 
ranks and changed its complexion 
bevond lecognition 

However it must be said to the 
credit of Mrs Indira Gandhi that she 
was able to establish a remarkable 
sense of identification with the 
poorest of the poor who were roused 
from centuries of isfumber by her 
foithnght and committed pronounce 
ments after the Congress split of 
1969 These strong ties had given her 
an excellent opportunity to provide 
leadership for a basic structural 
transformation of society and the 
economy She also had a rare insight 
into the international forces at work 
and stood for essential national in¬ 
terests with a sense of dignity and 
forthrightness that enhanced India’s 
international prestige This legacy of 
Indira Gandhi should not be forgot- 
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ten and it was a histont. contribution 
that she made during her long te¬ 
nure However, we aie too clu!>e to 
the events to pass a final judgment 
on Mrs Indira Gandhi whose tragic 
assassination has indeed cieated a 
historic vacuum in the national poll 
tical milieu 

The victory of the Congress(I) at 
the polls or the emergence of Rajiv 
Gandhi as the Prime Minister and 
spokesman and inheritor of the Con 
gress(I) has not changed any of the 
unresolved problems of leadeishipor 
programme As a leader of the pai ty 
which has received a histuru man 
date, he is undoubtedly free to mould 
his party and its ideologies, but ttiib 
bom social realities lemain It is 
these realities which make jawahai 
lai Nehiu and his ideological 
fiamework of demociacy, secularism 
and socialism and the policy of peace 
and non alignment televant even to 
day What wf an witnessing now is a 
disoriented effort to piopagate half 
baked ideas on the lolt of modern 
techntilogy The contiadicl'ons of In 
dia remain and aie shaipeiiiiig and 
we have to live at two levels of 
existence we art al ontc still hang 
ing on to the bullock tart agt and 
enteiing an eia of progit >s bast d on 
scieiue and tichnologs This pobtv 
and economv of sub continental 
dimensions cannot be compaied to 
that of small states like Hong Kong 
or Singapore, oi Korea or laiwan 
India remains a nth country ot poor 
people and out anii poverty prog 
ramnies are fast losing their thrust 
Poverty cannot be removed by lefur 
bished slogans or the magic wand of 
promise of a 21st century oi populi t 
policies It relltines the forging of a 
stubborn political will and a mass 
) line which can evoke a i esponse fi om 
the masses and gain their willing 
cooperation and a framework of poll 
cies which cm be tianslated into 
specific administrative tasks 

When India is facing a ciisis of 
national unity and integrity, it is 
most tmpc.rtant to lemember some 
home truths It is important to re 
member thai our nation is fun 
damentally different from othei ma 
jor populous nation states in the 
world, like Ghina, thb USA and 
USSR The United States whic^h has 
been called a ‘melting pot nation’ 
and the USSRwherethe Russian Ian 
guage and cultural tradition has ac 
quired a dominant importance in the 
Soviet phase ^are quite dilferent in 
background The gi eat Lenin and the 
Soviet leadership were able to evolve 
d policy of nationalities which gave 
an inner core of strength to the 
Soviet expetiment In China, the 
I ethnic minorities constitute only 
5 eight per cent of the people 



Nrhru the spurts loser 


In India on the othci hand we 
have a multitude ot religions and 
languages and subnitional groups 
with highls dt veloptc’ unique itgton 
dl pc tsonaluies None of us can claim 
to be the majority Wc ate a people 
with great diversity m food atiiie, 
habits and customs and ovet 
whelmed by the strong sense of 
assertive legional ciilfures This his 
toricdl trend which bci an with the 
Bhakti’ movemcni has been the de 
VC loping theme ol Indian history 
T hei ^toneythc concept ol Indian uni 
i\ du3 jidnonhood cannot be basefl 
on uniformity It tan only be based 
on hdimony and unity in dtveisity 
Mahatma Gandhi who wcided the 
diverse people of this great sub 
cmtinent did not overlook this tact 
and the national movement had de 
ci*ivel> I elected the concept ol a 
unitarv government The freedom 
mosement had also reietted the slo 
gar Hindi Hindu Hindustan 
Thus, in 1947, India which went 
through the lauma of partition and 


threats of balkanisation and frag 
mentation acquired a new national 
purpose Obviously, it opted for a 
strong united India and consequently 
a dominant centre This is rejected 
in our Constitution but the working 
of the Constitution during the last 
three decades has shown many in¬ 
adequacies in Its arrangement There 
IS a fundamental disequilibrium in 
the union states relationship in 
teims of distribution of powers, func 
tions and tesources between the un 
ion and states While we have 
achieved considerable progiess 
under national planning, regional im 
balances have also gi own These dis¬ 
tortions have posed a threat to our 
unity and given rise to a situation 
where the states aie increasingly 
dependent on the centie’s distnbu 
non of dolts and grants The gi ow mg 
dispaiities 111 tne income levels as 
between the states and regiOf" on 
the one hand and between the diffe 
lent sections of the people on the 
othei, superimposed on this deepen 
mg crisis have furihei aggravated 
social tensions which threaten to 
cieate an explosive political climate 
Caste has emerged as a potent but 
obscurantist foice to be reckoned 
with 

It IS this very question that has 
assumed aiuwiinr cHimension »n 
AssemiiMiMf Rifn^ebi Thb^pHAbteini f« 
haakafi'vi etiwlKW kimst of nethih we 
want-one based un uiiitoimuy or 
one based on unity m diversity and 
acceptance of the tact ot distinctive 
itgional cultuiai personalities It is 
the distinctive icgional personalities 
which have pioduced sub 
continental chauvinism and extiem 
ism as in Puniab and Assam It is the 
bankiupt policies pursued bv the 
ruling party which should beai tull 
itsponsiBility foi the consequences 
of these developments We cannot 
piomote uniiv by use of force as a 
means of state policy 

Can the new genetation allow the 
abiding political legacy of Jawahai 
Idl Nehiu to enter a /one of twilight’ 
Its message of unity and integrity, 
and unity in diversity lespect for 
dcmociatic not ms and practice is 
still relevant As India is m the most 
critical decade of its existence, we 
-em only lecall what Jawaharlal 
fTSTti u noted m the plivdcy ot a dwry 
in the Ahmednagai Fort PiisoCb'in 
194T, a sentence from Buddha, which 
he would often quote 
1 would entei a blazing fire. 

But 1 would not entei my home 
With mv goal unattamed 
Those who would follow his path 
can only be enthused by this call for 
action for there is lot more of anguish 
and despair than hope m the situa 
tion 
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^Nehm Attempted to Change 
Our Thinking by Giving Us a 
Feeling for History’ 

P.N. Haksar told Si \i>a) 

“ T Whdt ;•> the I iM^t with the nature ot ‘real that sotial etonomii political and 

I dbidinp legdi \ \ ii\ " the relationship between “self” tulttiral problems could bt dealt 
I of lawafiai/i/ , and tht “ultimate reality.’ and so on with only within an anaUtical 

^ Nt'hiii' Now in the middle oi the 2()th con liamewotk and on the basis of asiti 

/> ' I ^ 1 should I tur\ wc ate fact to lace with extra tamed and asceriainablt facts 

f like to make it oidinatiK complex problems ot so Phiidlv, Nehiii undeistood vers 
I 'T quite ihdi at c la' economic cultural and political we 11 indeed that a system has a lift of 

1 tin outset that tiansloimation of India Yet the its own and is as leal is tin indi 

I all my le , attempts to tact these pioblems yidual components ol that system 

— spouses to the ' vMihout any historical petspectivc and that if one is to woik in the 
questions you ate ricnng to put to me I has led to our actions being blind system we should shc'w tt'sptcl to 
on Ol about fawahailal Nrhtu must I he past which is the accumulatecl the' tules and itgulation. ot the sys 
be taken.strictly as m\ pelsona) MOW historical expeiience* is the only te»m H( treated the Parliame iii with 

on the maitei It dots not n ally thing about which we can know with great wspect and couitcs He 

matte-i to me whether the news I a measure ot ceitamty The luiute showed regard and conctin lor th. 
express cortesponcl to the ludgme Ills cannot be piedii ted in teim*- ol any lutegniy of the st.iie sy-.te m in India 
of ptofesaonal hotoiian. poliiical known laws flic piesent is ephemet ot whii h the c otnpone nts ate the ciy il 
scientist^, or .ill those who iii.iy h.tyc al bte ause it is co istantly lecedmg to seisaiits the aimed fonts tht police 

devoted the II time to a study on . the past It we are building as wc and so on 

Jawahatla’ Nehi u Naturally 1 hate say a new nation, a modern eco Of course T cannot omit Tawahai 
read almost eyctything that Nchiu j noniy it we ate to stimulate the lal Nehiu s gii at cic-ativity and origi 
wiote 1 hast also n .id all that has [iiocess of modeinisation we aic not nality ot thought and .ictioii in eyoK 
been wiitten about him I liaye bc-eii acting tii a historical yacuum We in mg India s foitigii policy Ahhough 
heating his y nice from 1‘^-tt) onwai tis Indi.i are hying within a histoi u ally this ton ign polie y has he eii b.iptiscd 
I saw Nehiu tiom close quarieis is determined social structure political as ‘ non alignment, the guts ol the 
the Hume Mmistc-i from Octobei I stiuctuic cultuial pattern value sys foieign pohev lay in ensuimg, m all 
1947 111 mv view on< ol hn git.u I temwhichati tooted m out past and vaiying ciniimstances, inclepend 
coiitributioi.s wa. his aitmnpt to which cootmue in the present Sp ence ol decisionmaking and mdc 

c hatigt our yv ly-of thought by giving from any point of view, anyone pendente of action There is a le 

us .1 let hug loi history and a ^ciisi avowedly engaged m changing India, grettable tendency to draw this ten 
tneness to historical processes i but dt void of a sense ol histoiy is apt tial point of Nehtu’s toteign policy 

You might ask why 1 peisoiially to tloimdei or hvt by empty slogans into a cataract of words pouted out 

attach such gi cal impoitaiicc lobe . Ano*hei lasting contribution made on the subtect ot “non alignment’’in 

tory I do so lie cause m all the veai. I by Nehru which is not unrelated to order to find a “respectable” adcJiess 
have spent in goytrniiieiit 1 in I what 1 have called, the historical fot a fairly large numbet of client 
teracieci with politicians cimI sti ' yiew, was the* constant leiteration of states to march undei the non 
vants and others and 1 hast btcii *he need tor, what he called scien ahgncul flag T regiei 1 have been 
struck by the lact that when wc are tc'mper This is not easy to somewhat longwinded, but Nehiu, to 

dealing with a ptc.bltm, ot ton clctme Howevei, its implications me, me.mr that even if we are poor, 
tionted with it, we nevci sc em to ask ' weic- made clear by Nehru on more we ran still keep our head high with 
ouiselves the obvious (juestion How j than one occasion In essence an f pgidc^ and dignit^V 
did the piohlem anse’ What an the | substance, it meant an emphasis on It would be an error to omit the 
origins and what facts arc ic levant , asceitainmg facts relating to a given concept ot secularism which Nehru 
fill tmderstanclmg the pioblein as it pi obit m It means application of tiled to promote m oui country, m 
was evolyed’ It I am not mistaken i easoii, as against unreason, supersti my view, unsuccessfully And it one 
this IS a peculiar tiait ot us Indians It I non oi mere leehngs It means pro examines almost all the problems 
IS tooled m the fact that our classical vmg the rightness or wrongness of a which are bedevilling us and baffling 
hteiatuie is smgularly lacking in proposition not by quoting a variety us, (one will find that they) arise out 
hi.torical cviiiositv Oui concern. ot scnptuies oi of dstrologets or of of the cruel muider of secularism by 
_ _ _ those who set themselves up as inter almost all our political parties for the 

DipiomjtPN Hdkhdr whohbeenciobotoihd pieteis of (iod’s will oi God’s mes purpose of seeking political power or 

Ne-hrij Gdiidh femdysime ndfixrtatnce heida Above all, it meant the separa influence by appeal to caste, reli 

riomber ol mportjnl pusilion-i m Pintle Mini dor ..u t ' i r_ 

Nehru ^ Qovornmpnt He was jIsu the prtnapaf of the domain ol setular from region, language, etc 

pnvtiie secretary to PrimeMmikiei ind a Gandhi the domain ot the sacred It meant Q Is it true that with the Chinese 
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PN Haksar (nght) with his Pakistani < (mntrrpHrl \/i/ Xhmtrt 


betidvdlfiurtoietgn pohcv lost much 
of irv elan and fat a brief while we 
even felt isolated^ Looking back, ivas 
It not possible to avert this tragic 
disastei ’ 

A This qut^stton is full of what is 
called ‘its’ and ‘buts’ ot historv You 
know there is a sc hool of history that 
sdvs that if Cleopatia did not have 
the nose she had things would have 
happened ditterently So it is a diffi 
cult question to answei in that way 
But I personally was never involved 
in what IS called the China problem 
01 China policy I have my own views 
I havt expressed them also in one of 
my books called Piemonitions in 
which there are six oi seven essays 
on foieign policy I think we not 
meuly Nehru but the nation as a 
whole committed the erior in think 
iiig that China aftti its reunitication 
IS a strong state would behave in a 
i c rt i n mannci 1 think that assump 
I non Itself was wiong 1 am not talk 
iiig of moiality or immorality b( 

I cause there is no such thing accord 
irig to me in intt i nation il atlaiis 
States act in reims of what they 
(Miciivc ait their inttiests 1 think 
the Indian expttience in the 1920s 
<ind 1910s wa% that China was unde i 
going th( same piociss stiiipgling 
foi fictdom <iiid indepetidciice fiom 
colonial lult Wc had a gicat amout 
of sympathy tor them You know we 
sent a medical team there laised 
money by undei caking China cam 
paigns—It was all done within the 
framework of solidanty among the 
Asi.m nations subteeted to western 
doininancb I think that Nthiii and 
all the otheis coneet tied thought that 
C Inna was anothet Asian eoimliy and 
being Asian would behave in a ditfe 
lent way 1 think it is a historieallv 
t false assumption it is as false as 
I saving that lust because tnc Cfcrmans 
j and the I rench are huroptans they 
would behave like kuropeans They 
don t I think theic was this emotion 
al background which I also shared 
because I belonged to that genera 
tion and we cared very much for 
I C hina But to carry this past emotion 
[ into the period when China and India | 
! emerged as soveieign independent 
states was a mistake '^e should have 
^ realised that a new China had 
emerged as a unified country pioud 
and perhaps, even arrogant Wc 
should have anticipated that in nego 
dating with this new China, we 
would need to patiently evolve a 
long term perspective 1 am not 
i saying all this to absolve China of the 
serious trespasses made by it What I 
am saying is that we dealt with China 
more with heart than with head Of 
course the Chinese aggression in 
' 1962 meant a serious setback to our 


c ountry but our people ought not lo ( i 
their heads in the f Uf oftcmpoi 
ary setbacks Nehru was m cour i 
deeply disturbed by whit In k 
garded as an act oi bcii nil inmi 
spciially on the t’lrf ot PtcniKi 
Chou en 1 ai But in the niiddit ot tin 
ciisis Nehiu was made to appi u in i 
panickv state Iti ms yicw tin soirof 
it til 1 he wiotc to the I'S Pit sidmt 
seeking America s assistance w is 
not lustilit d But the 1962 c \ i tits ind 
Its afteimatli put India iii’ht ujito 
1966 in a position whete it lookc d a 
if we had lost our moorings We w ni 
about (ot instance in looking loi 
nuclear umbtclla which was iidicu 
loos We wcic subitcted to gt< it 
prcssuic when Mis Indiia (iiiulhi 
visited VVashington in 1966 whuh is 
all now old hi>toiy But it n a histoiv 
which is full 111 lessons And the 
lesson IS that India is tithe t i woitli 
while and meaningful siibieit of in 
teinational lelatioiis oi nurtlv an 
obittt of It 

C Nt 1)1 II was ill 
along opposed to 
thi I se of mil 
It ai (riitigy tot 
non pi acel iil 
put post s Do 
you think turn 
I r\ one seals at 
. rtf his dtpai 
ruie tiom the 
■’ stone we yyill 
/idle to go Ill toi a poluy ot nut 
li\ lisa non’ 

/ It IS due th It Nehru with all his 
being abhotred violence wais and 
cruelty Having spent a great pait of 
his life which was deeply influenced 
by Mahatma Gandhi, and seen the 
effects of nuclear attacks on the two 


eitu‘’i'i lipin It w 1 peltceflv noi 
mi' ind nit ii il foi him to lool a* 
nu I 1 'e ip HIS with lustlfle d 
ilhotieiue \i I'u mo time he w 

I pe 1 on w h w I ' I 1 111 se ic u e 

incl kept pue with t ihancing 
knowledii i! i u lu ml ttchnoJo 
I’V He tfieictoie iw eltatlv the 
pote nti pl it nu le II ipgjgv lot 
pe jci 1 1 p I ( e 11, efu'enily 

the p isiti it (I II luic k ai 
w( ipe n WI itti il\ unde ij land 
able inieim nl hii own lilt expt 11 
line uiel the dec I h he Id invtction 
ind the V line system he elittished 
11(0 (\<i till moie I e spe 111 net d the 

II ilitiis >1 iiiti In moil il titan ^ the 

moil 1 It ilistd th It in t'le iiirii ot 
init 1 n itioii i) liloisihiii is iwuk 
eel iiul in I I inte uu (1 nifipleii Is 
b u t ( 1 In po\M I 1 1 Indmg ot 

((MUSI n It II p i I I Itiduins 

t on n t I on 1 1 I s w he I Wc liy to 

11 (lu( t lilt 11 III 111 I «1 111 ms to 

Buddli 1 nu 1,1 01 the seinionon 
iht mill lu It line set ot rroial 
prim I pit s 

It Indi I IS I I II m nil < itthlul to the 
,iin ot It loti ign polity which is to 
sail guild out indc pe tide tu c ot 
till) ight uui It tion then liming 
out sc h e s ly itli inii h it wc ipoiis is as 
Miiscapabie I iienessity as it is with 
liance ( le n Bi it nu (hini and 
oihets I he It is i gu it deal ot eoiifu 
Sion in tiui c iiiiti whe ii wc link it 
the iiucitat yyc tpons m tcims ot the u 
destriictiyt powti and in tcims tif 
tiehnologv Nticleai we ipon is not a 
weapon in iny accepted sense of the 
tc'ini Ills tsyinbolot powci Atid tl 
one possesses this powti not ten its 
use in a militaiv sense hut in a 
diploniaiii sense oui passionately 
held views about mu It at aims con 
trol and mu leai disaimamcnt and so 
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on become persuasive to the prac socialism, he even talked of scientific generation that iv 21 today, there 

tionersof the power game Without socialism in his presidential address' have been other generations What 

this symbol of powei, even the most at the Lucknow Congiess But I don’t do you have to say about their loles^ 

cogently aigued case and the most think he had either the political A The youth in Nehiu’s time was 
morallv compelling arguments means or the capacity to design a uniyersally infected with one simple 

appear to them as mere quibbles to credible edifice of a socialist India idea And that idea was that British 

be treated with contempt In my However in the lealm of thinking, he lule must come to an end and India 

view, therefore, if India is to be, as I made us conscious both about the should be an independent and 

said in answei to your previous ques planning piocess and about socialism sovereign state The post 

tion, a subject of history and not its as a way ot solving the problems of independent generations have no 

object, we owe it to ourselves to our country In this respect, the sub such single obsession The new gen 

te think seriously the whole question jective feeling ot Nehru and the eration of youth are not an undiffe 

of becoming a nucleai power unless obiectivt realities were at sariance rentlated mass They are the young 

something remaikabU wc le to hap 1 he gap could have been tilled by the whose parents have been the benefi 

pen and the nuc leal weapons powers left in India but when you look at the ciaiies of economic development in 

give credible evidence of drastic te biciad structure of the left in India, post independent years Their value 

duction of nuclear arsenals and se the sinking feature of it is its in system, then maniieis and accents, 

nous negotiations foi elimination of capacity oi inability or lack of intel would show that they have no com 

nuclear weapons ftom the militais Icctual effott to put bt'fort the peo mitments to anything except their 

cum diplomatic arsenals (take pic of India an alteinative develop own personal advancement Then 

place) ment strategy taking into account there are young men, trained to a 

Q Nehru (onscimis/y. moulded the the sptc'fic hisiotical asjiect cif our level of excellence in a variety of 
Indian mind tonauh a iision of country t think blaming Nehru for branches of knowledge, science, so 

socia/isf sociefi and xalues, hut he not bringing a socialist revolution is cial science, management, engineer 

faded to lead a revolution Do vou eithei a gross a» t of deception or |ust ing c'tc It is now well known that 

agree wtr/i this assessment^ simple foolishness thev look foi migration to western 

A I rathei suspect that your ques Q ri\ent\ one \cat^ aiitt Nehru’s countries and mote specially to the 
non reflects a gieat deal ot double death, a new genei at ion ol the Indian United Stales Those who still stay 
talk which goes on in our country, votei has tmeiged How do you behind get absoibed in a vaiiety of 
especially in the ranks ot those who assess today’s youth as lompared to (obs and there is an elemrui of 
belong to the left in India It is of the youth in Nehiti's time'' Besides internal biamdraiu where a t lined 

course true that Nehru talked about between your generation and the | cngineei loins a bank or a cnil | 

service or even becomes a chartered 
accountant I heir spiritual physiog 
nomv consists of being always ill at 
ease and at odds with the society 
Then theie ate of couise thecvei 
increasing numbei ot educated, but 
unemploved youth Many ot them get 
enlisted as aides of hoodlums of 
politics both in our bursting cities 
and in our villages I hei e are few 
who contemplate politics seriously 
but ate raihei like the seven blind 
men who could not comprehend the 
elephant which is India 
I am afraid, the actual situation 
obtaining in our country today and 
the age gioup which is now turning to 
be 21 IS a mixture ot sunshine and 
shadow with the shadow dominating 
It IS perhaps explainable in termsof 
extraordinaiy complexity of our 
problems and the sheer size of our 
country Of course, there are a grow 
mg number of our young men and 
women who possess extraordinary 
courage in fighting injustices of our 
tortured society But these several 
snuggles have yet to gell together to 
constitute a broad movement for re 
generation of oui country I have 
great hope that the dedicated, 
courageous and idealistic young men 
and women of our country, dispersed 
at present and working at the edges 
of society, would, in tune, develop an 
integrated design for political, eco 
nomic and social changes, even of 
reforms which India desperately , 
needs today 



44 


OATMM*, lJune'SM 




SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Nehru and the Young 


Most o/ his lessons have been forgotten, despite their relevance today 



Jawaharlal Nehru 
loved children. He 
dedicated his birth¬ 
day, 14 November, 
to children and cal¬ 
led it “children’s 
day” symbolising his 
affection for the 
young generation. 
When he died in 
1964, the children born in Nehru’s 
India were 17 years old. On 27 May 
1985, a post-Nehru generation of 21- 
year-olds will join the Indian electo¬ 
rate. What does Nehru mean to 
tliem? No other demotratic leader in 
the world has been as fortunate as 
Jawaharlal Nehru, for, of the 21 
years which have passed after his 
death, his daughter was the Prime 
Minister for 16 years and the present 
Prime Minister is hi.s grandson. The 
name “Nehru”, therefore, has not 
been wiped out in these two decades. 
But the question is: Is the name still 
relevant? Nehru stood for democracy 
in its fullest sense. He laid the found 
ation of an unique secular state He 
created a buffer in a cold war-torn 
world by making India the largest 
democracy into a non-aligned nation. 
He wanted India to acquire the sec¬ 
rets of the atom and yet not use it for 
military purposes. In more than one 
sense, Nehru’s vision was unique and 
unconventional. Is his vision still 
guiding the nation? Or is the name 
Nehru today a mere commemoration, 
like the Asiad stadium named after 
him? 

Jawaharlal Nehru’s message to the 
young is perhaps best contained in a 
speech which he made in New Delhi 
on 27 October 1961. Unfortunately, 
the Nehru Memorial Library does not 
have this speech on record. (Or 
perhaps the irony of Nehru’s legacy 
is that the best of him has not been 
properly preserved). The occasion 
was the inauguration of the 
Humayun Road bi'anch pf Delhi’s 
Modern School. Nehru said, “AJse 
parho ki parhai bhi khel ban jaye, 
aise khelo ki khel bhi parhai ban 
jaye. (Enjoy your studies like your 
games and take your games as 
seriously as you take your studies).” 
Nehru wanted the younger genera¬ 
tion in India to take life seriously and 
enjoy doing whatever it was doing. If 
kiimiiii could iinbibe thi« mes- 
taking the sannns* 
, linu hf^e.c|n>«r9OT to the playfieW 
jj, ,.isde of to the 
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classroom—an entirely new society 
would be born. 

In that speech, Nehru appealed for 
harmony among religions, communi¬ 
ties and the different regions of 
India. He wanted the schoolgoing 
Indian in 1961 to learn the import¬ 
ance of communal harmony and 
national unity. “We, the elder gen¬ 
eration did not get an opportunity to 
learn the importance of this (com¬ 
munal amity and national integrity), 
therefore often there are fights. You 
children have to teach the elders the 
importance of being strong and un¬ 
ited. Geographically, India is great— 
stretching over 2,000 miles from 
Kashmir to Kanyakumari. But a na¬ 
tion can be great only if its people 
are strong, intelligent, friendly and 
have a good mind.’" Nehru described 


India as a "khandaan” (family) and 
called upon the schoolgoing children 
in 1961 to maintain its unity. In 1985, 
this message is still relevant. Com¬ 
munal strife and threats to national 
unity are greater dangers today than 
they were in the days of ;Nehru. 

In a radio broadcast made in Au¬ 
gust 1948, on the eve of the first 
anniversary of national independ¬ 
ence, Nehru said, “Democracy means 
tolerance, tolerance not merely of 
those who agree with us, but those 
who do not agree with us.” In Nehru’s 
democratic India, therefore, theie 
was inherently a place for politic¬ 
al dissent. Axiomatically, there was 
no room for sycophancy. This legacy 
of Nehru has not been fully pre¬ 
served. Five years after his death, in 
1969, two phenomena were noticed. 
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whith began the end of Nehru’s In¬ 
dia. The Congress split affected the 
largest political organisation in the 
country. Though Mrs Indira Gandhi 
engineered the split in the name of 
“socialism”, looking back, it was an 
attempt to make an organisation sub¬ 
servient to an individual. The politic¬ 
al developments, and the aberrations 
after 1969 may have been avoided if 
the Congress organisation had re¬ 
mained strong. Nehru had faced 
opposition from the party on many 
occasions—he preferred to win poli¬ 
tical battles within the organisation 
rather than break the party. 

The other phenomenon, outside 
the political area, which affected 
Indian society in 1969 was the emerg¬ 
ence of a class of neo-westernised 
youth. The first discotheques were 
opened in the country in 1969. The 
pizza-eating, Coca-Cola drinking 
young people for whom “politics” is a 
<lirty word have their roots in that 
eventfbl year. There is nothing in 

S ehru’s legacy which is opposed to 
izzas. But the advent of neo-western 
culture in India, which synchronised 
with the growth of hippies in the 
West cannot but be treated as the 
watershed in India's social history. In 
response to the questionnaire circu¬ 
lated by suNiiJtV^iyauOgipeople have 
shown a lack of hi.storical piMrspvJC- 
'((UtnQlhoagltidKMlciitgeoiht^t-^^htu; 
is imparted in schools. t^(i)adi«ef. 
consciotlsnestpi'about .Nehru among 
the yttnwhJib mdicaitfre of the irrele¬ 
vance of Nehru’s vision today, jawa- 
harlal Nehru .wanted young Indians 
to learn, about their nation's history. 
He'devoted'most of his writings to 
this subjeot) IftevamZl years after his 
death, thenQjjiiigttack of knowledge 
iihqiui,.N,ehr.u,, then there can. be„ Doi 
better^mtlgia'^loV of,the ^^flurc of The' 


gress split all were the undoing of 
Nehru’s India. Between 1969 and 
1975, there still was some debate 
within the Congress. The Congress 
Forum for Socialist Action, repre¬ 
senting the left and the Nehru Forum 
(named .after him rather ironically) 
representing the right,carried on an 
ideological debate withirt the party. 
In IsySi'rtv^t^sSirwli'st fonim |ar(d fhe 
Nehru forum'W^re‘'''iVouh3 itp. And 
along with them the toncept of de¬ 
bate disappeared from Congress ses¬ 
sions. Mercifully, in the AICC(I) ses¬ 
sion held in May 1985, when 
attempts were made to dilute “social¬ 
ism” (as Congressmen understand it) 
and take the “commanding heights” 
away from the public sector, a hot 
debate ensued and resolutions had to 
be redrafted. The first AICC(I) ses¬ 


sion held under the presidentship of 
Rajiv Gandhi somewhat restored the 
Nehru era. In fact, debate and dis¬ 
sent have returned to Congress 
forums under Rajiv Gandhi’s lead¬ 
ership. In the very first n^eeting of 
the Congress(I) parliamentary party 
in January, dissent was given its due 
place. Thirteen of the 18 speakers 
who debated the anti-defection bill 
expressed views which differed from 
the official line. And the bill, was 
amended. Again, when the par¬ 
liamentary party elections took 
place, some candidates, known to be 
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backed by a powerful coterie dose to 
the Prime Minister, were defeated. 
The return of debate within the Con¬ 
gress is a tribute to Nehru. The very 
fact that “socialism” and the “public 
sector” sparked off the first major 
controversy in the Congress(I) shows 
the relevance of Nehru. 

Political organisation, however, 
has suffered in post-Nehru India. 
Grassroot work is no more fashion¬ 
able among the political leaders. Par¬ 
ty elections have not been held 
either in the ruling party or in the 
opposition parties since long (only 
the Communists and the RSS- 
controlled BJP have regular elec¬ 
tions). Till ten years back, there was 
a ritual called the “prabhat-pherr 
which politicians, especially Con¬ 
gressmen, undertook on the Inde¬ 
pendence Day, Mahatma Gandhi’s 
birthday and the Republic Day; it 
was a ritual but had groat import¬ 
ance for the party organisation. Ear¬ 
ly in the morning, groups of volun¬ 
teers went around the towns and 
villages singing patriotic songs, con¬ 
veying the message of national unity. 
At lea.st thrice a year, parry lea<Jer.s 
and workers rubbed shoulders. To 
day, apart from election time, the 
two never come in touch with each 
other. 

The Congress(l) has undertaken a 
cadre-building programme in which 
paid workers are involved. A month¬ 
ly expenditure of over Rs ten lakhs is 
undertaken to keep the “volunteers” 
going. The need for inner-party 
democracy and a strong party orga¬ 
nisation was emphasised by Nehru 
because he considered this to be the. 
"Sheet-anchor ol democracy in the' 
nation. He wrote in Whither India: 
“The day for palace intrigues and 
parlour politics and pacts and com¬ 
promises passes when the masses 
enter politics. Their manners are not 
of the drawing room, we never took 
the trouble to teach them any man¬ 
ners. Their school is the school of 
events and suffering is their 
teacher 

Will the legacy of Nehru survive? 
Jawaharlal Nehru himself answered 
,jdie question in Whither India: 
"headers and individuals may come 
’ and go, they may get tired and slack¬ 
en off, they may compromise and 
betray. But the exploited and suffer¬ 
ing masses must carry on the strug¬ 
gle, for their drill-sergeant is hun¬ 
ger.” Jawaharlal Nehru never com¬ 
promised on the cause of the com¬ 
mon man. He never slackened off in 
his endeavour to build a new India. 
His legacy, therefore, can never be¬ 
come irrelevant. 

XoMuAnta BIwtIaehmya, New DMI 
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The Post Nehru Generation 


Does anyone remember a hero 21 years after his death? 


The first gen¬ 
eration of vo¬ 
ters to have 
come of age 
since the death 
of Jawaharlal 
Nehru has all 
but forgotten 
our first Prime 
Minister, his 
contribution to the freedom of this 
country and his vision of India Or, so 
It would seem from the responses 
Sunday gut from spot interviews it 
conducted in five metropolitan cities 
of the country: Delhi, Bombay, Mad¬ 
ras, Calcutta and Bangalore. Of the 
33 people Sunday spoke to (and all of 
them weie young), only two could 
answer all the questions about Nehru 
which were put to them More than 
three-fourths of the respondents 
either did not know his date of 
birth —even though his birthday is 
celebrated as Children's Day in 
schools—or the day on which he died. 





Interestingly, few knew who suc¬ 
ceeded him as the Prime Minister. 
Seven of the respondents unhesita¬ 
tingly .said it was Indira Gandhi, 
while two thought it was Morarji 
Desai. And some others thought it 
was either Fakhruddin Ah Ahmed or 
Zakir Hussain. For some of those 
interviewed, Nehru symbolised 
either a rose tucked into an achkan, 
or reminded them of Fdwina Mount- 
batten, while for a few others he was 
simply the “nice guy’" around. A feW 
did, however, reaiember him as thk 
father of Indira Gandhi. And, in 
response to questions about Nehru’s 
philosophy and his contribution to 
the country, most of the answers 
(from those who did have some know¬ 
ledge of Pandit Nehrq) were: “He 
fought for the freedom of the coun¬ 
try, ” “He was a follower of Mahatma 
Gandhi,’’ and “He was the architect 
of India’s freedom." 

It is ultimately clear from the brief 
interviews that the first Prune Minis- 
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ter of India and the person who laid 
the foundation of the modem nation 
has ceased to inspire the youth of 
today. We reproduce some of the 
interviews. The questions asked 
were: 


1. What does the name Jawaharlal 
Nehru mean to you? 

2. When was he bom? 

3. When did he die? 

4. What was his role in the freedom 
movement? 

5. What was his philosophy and vi¬ 
sion of India? 

6. Who became the Prime Minister 
after him? 

The answers follow serially 


DELHI 


Thomas Vetticbad, 16, stu^nt of 
class ten, St Columbus School. 

1. He was one of the greatest leaders 
of the country. He started the Non- 
aligned Movement. He realised the 
great potential of India and what the 
people could do. 

2. 14 November .1890^ ■ ni '• , <■ 

l< iiotf'ifi j( jiil ii (I//oil 

“4;<4fe)i^)owdiLIMahattnaoil&Bndhi’s 
priboiplek 'looil o, |i n ii.iiiin 
5. He wanted to make India one of 
the leading natMmsian thelworld and 
worked with this target in mind. He 
developed hydro-electa-ic projects 
and agriculture. He started the ato¬ 
mic energy estabhihmeolt. .He 
wanted India todiveiin peacdi./. 



trije ,tp r 
really wanted to do 
and for the world. 

2. 14 November 1890. 

3. I don’t know. 

4. He was a follower of Mahatma 
Gandhi and led the movement when 
Gandhiji was in jail. He dealt with 
the legal aspect of the movement. He 
inspired the masses to‘Struggle for 
freedom 

•S.rl dbn’l„knpw about tliis. 

'6. l,al Bahadur“SliJlS,;jfl. 

Rita kahi, ^0, typist. ' ' 

1 He is the father of ltui|}ra Gandhi. 
He loved children,, 

2. 14 November. 

3. I don’t know. 

4. He struggled a great deal to free 
the country. 

5. He wanted to remove poverty. 

6. I don’t know. 
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Jyoti Malik, 18, student of home 
science in the International Poly 
Technic for Women 

1. He was very fond of children. He 
has done much for the country. 

2. 14 November. 

3. 1964. 

4. He held meetings and explained to 
the people that they must not lose 
hope and keep on struggling to throw 
out the British. He did not bother 
about his family and dedicated his 
whole life to the country. 

5. He wanted the country to be 
united. He thought all religions to be 
the same. 

6. Zakir Hussain. 

Subhash Chander, 20. mechanic. 

1. People were very fond of Nehru. 
He wanted the welfare of the people. 

2. I don’t know. 

3. 1 don’t know. 

4. He gave up his life for the coun¬ 
try’s freedom. 

5. He wanted the country to be free, 
he wanted the people to be happy. 
.6. Indira Gandhi. 


BOMBAY 


Vilas Bhilare, 19 

1. I respect him because of his love 
for children. 

3. 1964. 

4. He -pfa^^W’a major ^ble in the 

freedom: stViiggle awd evert'wient to 
jail. I- , ' 

5. For a free India we will go to jail 
and even die if necessary—this was 
what he felt. He wanted India to be a 
unified whole. We are all one. 

6. Indira Gandhi. 

Rupaii Oularey, 15 

1. He was a statesman and symbol of 

love and affection for children. 

3. 27 May„i%4', 

4. He organised the masses and gave 
a definite: leadership to the Indian 
people struggling for freedom. 

5. He wanted to build India into a 
strong nation through industrialisa¬ 
tion and wanted to protect its image 
as a strong nation based on mutual 
trust. He believed in following a 
policy of non-alignment. 

6. Lai Bahadur Shastri. 

Ashu Singh, 21 

1. He alwaysWore a rose in his lapel. 
And of course his birthday is 14 
November, a day we remember since 
kindergarten. 

3. He died when I was born—1964. 

4. Well, as far as 1 feel he got more 
publicity than the rest of them who 
fought for freedom—though they 
contributed as much or more to the 
movement. 



5. I don’t know much about his vi¬ 
sion—may be industrialised India. 
But his philosophy—he claimed to be 
a socialist, and the rest of the bunch 
have taken up his refrain now. 

6. Gulzarilal Nanda—I think he was 
the interim PM. 

Anita Rattanani, 21. college student 

1. A person who laid the basic found¬ 
ations of free India. He brought sta¬ 
bility to the post-independent era. 
He planted the sapling of democracy 
and tried his best to nurture it. 

2. 1 can’t recall, 

4. He had a significant role to play in 
the history of the freedom movement 
and the history of the Congress Par¬ 
ty. His exact role cannot be stated in 
a sentence. He was a leading figure 
of the movement. 

5. He visualised a free society. A free 
India. A strong India. And a united 
India. 

6. I think Gulzarilal Nanda was the 
interim PM, before Lai Bahadur 
Shastri took over. 

Ashu Sharma, 21 
1. He was a nice guy. 

3. I don’t know—is he dead? 

4. He was a hero, 1 guess. 

5. Freedom. 

6. Indira Gandhi. 

Vineeta Nanda, 21 
1 His achhkan and rose did some¬ 
thing for his personality. He was 
good-looking and is supposed to have 
had a powerful voice. 1 have seen his 
film on TV. It was great. 

3. 1964, 

4. He did not appreciate Gandhi’s 



philosophy of ahimsa. His personal¬ 
ity helped the movement. He came 
from a family of freedom fighters. He 
was a pioneer of the Congress in 
India. 

5. His vision of India—"5are Jahan 
se Achha.” 

6. Gulzarilal Nanda was the interim 
PM after Nehru. 


San jay Dulaiy, 17 

1. He was quite confident of himself 

and that’s what appeals to me. 

3. 27 May 1964. 

4. He gave the country a strong 
leadership as the main freedom 
fighter. People came together under 
him and became one force to fight 
the British rule. It was his good 
support to Mahatma Gandhi that was 
responsible for independence. 

5. He wanted a self-reliant India. He 
wanted the country to remain as one, 
free from alignment with any bloc. 
He believed in sustained industrial 
growth. 

6. Lai Bahadur Shastri. 


CALCUTTA 


Ram Prasad, IH. worker in a grocer \ 
shop 

1. lie was the Prime Mini.ster; Motilal 
Nehru’s son and Indiiu Gandhi’s 
father 

2. I don’t know 

3. 1 don’t know. 

4. He was in jail He gave his blood 
and sweat for the country. 

5. 1 don’t know. 

6. Indira Gandhi. 

Sailesh Kumar Khandhadia, 15. stu 
dent. Anglo-Cujarati High School 
1 He was Motilal Nehru's son, Indira 
Gandhi’s father. He liked roses and 
was fond of children. 

2. I don’t know. 

3. I don't know. 

4. He became Prime Minister after 
independence and gave his life for 
the country. 

.5. I don’t know. 

6 Indira Gandhi. 

Ajay Pande, student of Cost Accoun¬ 
tancy. 

1. lie w'is the Prime Minister of 
India. He was a freedom fighter. 

2. Not too sure. 

3. 1960. 

4. He was the president of the Con¬ 
gress. Little different from Gandhi. 
He was the militant type and a little 
left of Gandhi. 

5. He wasn’t a socialist at first, but 
slowly he was influenced by Marx. A 
little leaning towards the left. 

6. Gulzarilal Nanda. 
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Sanjeev Puri, 14, student, Harrow 
HaU School 

1. He was Indira Gandhi’s father, the 
first PM. He was born in Allahabad. 

2. I don’t know. 

3. I don’t know. 

4. He fought for India against the 
British. 

5. I don’t know. 

6. I don’t know. 

Sunil Pamani,I9, businessman 

1. He was Indira Gandhi's father and 
Prime Minister of the country, 

2. I have no idea. 

3. I know nothing else about Nehru. 

Ranjan Bachawat, 21, coUege stu¬ 
dent 

1. He was Indira Gandhi’s father, a 
great international leader, the Prime 
Minister of India. Nehru took us 
through a crucial period and worked 
for India’s economic takeoff. 

3. 1963. 

4. He was the guiding spirit behind 
the Congress. He fought for inde¬ 
pendence and even went to jail. 

5. He modernised India. He was 
ahead of his times. 

6. Lai Bahadur Shastri. 


MADRAS 
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S. Prabhakaran, 16, presently a peon 
1. He is Motilal Nehru’s .son and 
Indira Gandhi’s father. 

3. I don’t know. 

4. He was involved in the freedom 
movement from the time he was 16 
years old. He went to jail. He worked 
closely with Gandhiji and Tilak. 

5. That it should be united and 
cohesive. 

6. Indira Gandhi. 

Meghanatban, 18, printing helper 
1. He fought for indepertdence. He 
evolved the Panchasheel. He was one 
of the founders of the Non-aligned 
Movement. 

3. I don’t know. 

4. He tried to attain freedom through 
peaceful means. 

5. That it should be united and 
secular. He wanted India to be rich 
and self-reliant. 

6. Indira Gandhi. 


BANGALORE 


P.L. Inderjit, IS, school student 

1. He was the Prime Minister. He was 
the father of Indira Gandhi. He was 
the founder of Swaraj. 

2. I don’t know. 

3. 1 don’t know.’ 

4. I don't know. 

6. Lai Bahadur Shastri. 

Akram, 19, photographer's assistant 
1. He was the Prime Minister of India 
and father of Indira Gandhi. 

3. 1964. 

4. 1 don’t know. 

5. He loved his country and he 
started many big industries 

6. Morarji Desai. 

K.S. Kadha, IT, first year PVC stu¬ 
dent, Govt Junior College, Banga¬ 
lore 

1 A lot. But for him India would not 
have been so modern today. He was a 
man of action. It was his work and 
leadership which are responsible for 
the comforts we are enjoying today 
We owe a great deal to him. 

3. 1962, 

4. P2norinous. 1 cannot .)ust describe it 
in a matter of a few minutes. 

5. International peace was his aim. 
He wanted and built India on a 
modern pattern With the help of 
other leaders like Sardar Patel, he 
united the country and cemented it 
with socialism and secularism. 

6. Lai Bahadur Shastri. 

R. Sreemathv, 19, first year B. Sc stu¬ 
dent. St. Joseph's College, Banga¬ 
lore 

1. A great personality who had won 
confidence,of millions of Indians, He 
has left many ideas behind for us to 
tread the path oi building a great 
secular-demociatic nation. A perfec¬ 
tionist of great order, the results of 
whose hard work we are reaping 
today in modern India. 

3. 27 May 1964. 

4. It takes days to describe the role 
he played to free Bharat from British 
rule. He was with Indian National 
Congress conceived as a movement 
by Mahatma (iandhi. 

He always wanted to rebuild India. 
To some degree, he succeeded in 
putting it on par with other great 
nations of the world. How can any¬ 
body forget his ‘Panchsheel’ which 
was meant to foster harmony be¬ 
tween the two most populous coun¬ 
tries China and India. The Non- 
aligned Movement and socialism 
gathered momentum under his lead¬ 
ership. 

6. Lai Bahadur Shastri. 
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BIHAR 


The Congress(l)’s Rule of the Gun 

Five CPI ivorkers are shut by a killer squad 


R am Lakhan Prasad Gupta was 
serving tea tu his customers in a 
tea-stall in Mudanganj near Goslii 
police station in Bihar on 14 May, 
when he heard the gun-shots. He 
quickly managed to hide nearby and 
has survived to tell the tale. His 
customers, however, were not as 
lucky. Five of them, all CPI workers 
and belonging to the backward clas¬ 
ses were shot dead from point blank 
range, while they were drinking tea. 
Two children, including a tour-year- 
old girl, were also seriously injured. 
With the recent killings, the number 
of murdeis according to unofficial 
estimates la the la.it thiet years has 
gone up to ovei two hundred 
The assassins are alleged to be 
Congress! 1) men. all of whom belong 
to the land owning bhumihai castes, 


and two of them are the personal 
bodyguards of the Congress(I) Rajya 
Sabha member Mahendra Prasad 
who is also known as King Mahendra. 
Ayodhya Prasad, brother of Chandri- 
ka Prasad, one of the five dead, and 
an eyewitness to the killings, stated 
that the killers were the supporters 
of Mahendra Prasad and the local 
Congress(I) MLA Jagdish Sharma. 
Apart from Chandrika Prasad, Jag¬ 
dish Prasad, the mukhiya of Mod- 
anganj panchayat, and CPI district 
council member (Gaya), Ram .Swar 
oop Prasad, the secretary of the 
Modanganj branch of the parry, 
Chhoiu Sahu and Brajanandan Pra¬ 
sad were killed “Politics was the 
only reason,” he said discussing the 
slayings. It is believed that the killer 
squad was led by Ram Bachan Singh, 


the 30-year old commander of the 
“Brahmarshi sena.” The other mem¬ 
bers of the killer squad are Shankar 
Singh and Dinesh, the personal body-' 
guards of Mahendra Prasad, and Dil- 
keshwar and Shankar Singh, both 
noted criminals, said Ayodhya. 

Mahendra Prasad, the son of a 
marginal farmer and a CPKM) work¬ 
er in the Sixties, had left the village 
after seven members of his family 
had died in a “mysterious” food 
poisoning case. After wandering 
around fur a decade he returned in 
1977, to his village as “King Mahen¬ 
dra,'' a rich man and joined the 
feudal elements. He fought and won 
the Lok Sabha elections ii. 1980 but 
lost in 1985. Dfriiig the As.sembly 
elections this year, Congress(i) 
advertisments carried his photo¬ 
graph next to Rajiv Gandhi's. Prasad 
is regarded as the “protector of the 
landlords” and is considered an 
emerging leader. “The annihilation 
of his rivals in Gohsi must be a part 
of the game,” says a Congress(I) 
leader. Pramod Kumar, a local CPI 
leader also accused the Cotigre.ss(l) 
for the killings. Flections to the Jeha- 
nabad constituency have rarely been 
peaceful and 12 persons had died 
during the Lok Sabha elections. On 
election day during the Assembly 
elections, eight people were killed. 
According to Kumar, the killings are 
the Congress(I)'s wav of taking his 
revenge on the village, which has 
voted almost en Woe for the CPI 
since 19.57. 

The police, whde investigating the 
case has also takim into account the 
murder of eight bhumihars, alleged¬ 
ly by the yadavs in April in the 
nearby village in Gandhan. Accord¬ 
ing to Anil Kumar Pandey, DIG 
(Police) Gaya range, who admitted 
that there was tension in the area 
since the elections, the police is 
investigating into the charges re¬ 
garding the involvement of Mahen¬ 
dra PFdsad and Jagdish Sharma. 
While all the five men accused of 
murder are absconding, both the 
politicians are in Delhi and thus, are 
unavailable for comment. 

Kripalani, an elderly villager said 
that Mahendra Prasad had been thir¬ 
sting for revenge after his defeat in 
the Lok Sabha elections. During the 
campaign of the Assembly elections, 
Mahendra Prasad had addressed a 
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rally of his supporters where he 
openly preached a policy of violence. 
As a sign of support, 300 gunmen 
present at the meeting had fired 
shots in the air. But the Modanganj 
villagers ignored the threat and 
voted overwhelmingly for the CPI, 
says Kripalani. 

The Congress(I), however, denies 
this. Ran jit Kumar, a youth Congress 
leader also accused the yadavs of 
exploiting the harijans, denying 
them minimum wages and kidnap¬ 
ping some of them. The present inci¬ 
dent, he said is related to another, 
one month ago, when the yadavs and 
the harijans exchanged fire for 
hours. The police however, denies 
that such an incident took place. The 
DIG, Mr Pandey, explained that the 
yadavs have funned a “Lone San- 
gram Sabha” keeping the harijans 
away from it. 

Accoiding to another Congress(l) 
leader, the minders aie related to 
the po.st Lok Sabha poll CPl-Indian 



Mahendra nrasad 


People’s Front (IFF) conflicts. The 
IPF had jointly fought the elections 
with an alliance with the CPI that 
had made a number of promises to 
the IPF which it has not kept. The 
murders, said the Congress! 1) lead 
ers, was the revenge for not keeping 
the promises. An IPF spokesman, 
however, denied the charges saying, 
“We are happy <hat the king lost the 


election and the allegation of out 
involvement in the killing was purely 
aimed at defaming us as the feudals 
are scared of our increasing popular¬ 
ity there.” Observers, however, be¬ 
lieve, that the local leaders of the 
Congress!!) are trying to strengthen 
their positions by playing off the CPI 
against the IPF. 

Till the moment of going to press, 
the police is yet to make any arrests. 
Despite the presence of two batta¬ 
lions of the Bihar Military Police, the 
situation remains tense. CM Bindes- 
wari Dubey who was scheduled to 
leave for Delhi on 14 May, put off the 
visit by a day to give necessary 
instructions to the authorities. The 
additional chief secretary Mr Nathan 
and the Patna range IG, D.N. Sahaya, 
have also visited the spot. But the 
cries of the women and children 
continue and retaliation is perhaps 
not far away. 

Yubmwf Ghtmbrm, Patna 


BHOPAL 


The Legacy of a Killer Gas 

Over one lakh citizens are affected, states a report 

M ore than 10!) days after the irig over 1,000 people, 42.9 per cent 
killer gas Methyl Isocynate of the population continue to have 
!M1C) leaked from the Union Car- persistent medical disabilities.” A 
bide oesticide nlant in Bhnnal. kill- medical survev which claims to be 
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BHOPAL 

A map of Bbopal^wingtlKi^ccted areas 


the “first definitive professional I 
assessment of the health damage | 
caused by MIC among a statistically - 
significant sample of the affected 
papulation” was conducted by a 
medical team from KEM hospital and 
B.Y.L, Nair hospital of the Bombay 
Municipal Corporation. The volun- 
teer.<r> 'Who the ritediol team 

were Rabat Aur 

Pimarvas Coh^ittee.' the voluntary 
Association of India, Bhopal Relief 
Trust, Indian Social Institute, Bhop¬ 
al, Nisedh Samiti and Dalit Panthers 
!Bombay). The report which has just 
been published revealed that three- 
and-a-half months after the tragedy, 
the health of two-and-a-ht!ll lakh peo¬ 
ple exposed to and dirabled by the 
gas continues to ’ be Ti^Hrming and 
worrisome.”. ^ 

Summarising the overall observa¬ 
tions oi the survey, the report states 
that “1,07,249 ciii/.ens of Bhopal City 
out of the total exposed population of 
2,50,000 wete seen to have a persis¬ 
tent medical disability of some kind 
or another. Out of this, 43,864 
citizens are still in the stage of mild 
to moderate disability, a sizable 
proportion of which may be salvag- 
able with energetic management. 
The approximate cost for treatment 
of these'vicfims would work out to be 
Rs. 107 crores, 24 lakhs and nine 
thousand a year.” 

The team divided the population 
into two groups. Group one consisted 
of people residing half to two kras 
from the Carbide plant, while the 
second group consisted of people 
residing more than eight kms from 
the plant. A medical campwas orga- 
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nised at Kainchi Chula, half a km 
fiom the plant 

In the fust gioiip 79 9 per cent of 
the adults showed lespiratuiv symp 
toms. 69 6 pet cent eve symptoms 
60 9 per cent gastro intestinal svmp 
toms. 94 9 pet cent neuro muscular 
symptoms and 79 9 per cent gs naeco 
logical symptoms, 67 7 pet cent have 
persistent \ision affliction and 70 2 
per cent have lung functional abnoi 
malities The complaints among the 
majority of childien was of neuro 
muscular weakness and between 
21 99 and 47 per cent had lespira 
tory, eye ot gastio intestinal tract 
problems Nemo muscular symptoms 
in the first group met eased to 62 9 
per cent as compared to 49 6 pet cent 
in the initial exposuie This increase 
was caused by even the mildest exer 
tions 

As the respiratory symptoms and 
disabilities due to them weie most 
marked of all system inyolvement, 

I all the 969 subjects wete evaluated 
by the team of chest specialists and 
pulmonary technicians “The pie 
dominant respiratory symptom of 
cough was present in 72 6 per cent 
of group one subiects and in 17 pei 
cent of the subjects in group two 
One pulmonary function, involving 
lesinctive disability was present in 
97 1 per cent and obstructive disabil 
tty in 42 9 per cent of the subjects ” 
Chest Radiographs in 394 subjects 
reveAldd thit m c^ne, 99 pei 

cent of siifcpt^CK had vat9otisViipts of 
depo$it*; chafactei‘l9ed by linear 
punctuate, miCionbdular shadows 
with honeycombing as additional fea 
tures in some dthers 

On calculating the extent of total 
disability, the report says, “It was 
noticed in group one, 49 1 per cent of 
the subjei^fs had varying degiees of 
disalnlity as opposed to H 7 per cent 
disabiltfy itf group two subjects The 
disability coal’d be classified as mild 
in 27 6* jier cent and mhderaie to 
yeveiW'M 5 per cent of subjects in 
gfoupLOfi* bi gioup two, on the other 
hand, 63 2 per cent ot subjects le 
vealed no disability at all Mild dis 
ability was seen in 28 7 pet cent of 
subjects and moderate in eight per 
cent of the subjects only After the 
final evaluation, the survey has re 
vealed that moie than 100 days after 
exposure to MIC gas, 42 9 per cent of 
the population continued to have 
persistent njeditai disabilities 

The leport h 2 is suggested that “all 
facilities for follow up, clinical ex 
amination, pulmonary function tests 
with oxymetry and chest radiology 
should be made available to the 
population locally at Bhopal to en 
able proper and adequate medical 
rehabilitation of these unfortunate 
victims The report also cautions that 


the potable water in Bhopal needs to 
be made sate toi use of the citizens 
by sciupulous followup studies on 
the wafer to see it it is getting slowly 
decontaminated ovei the last four 
months It not some methods of 
quick decontamination wil ha\e to 
be made though in consultation with 
exjieits 

Ihe pioblem is cleat and alarming 
say 1 apan Bose, the well known 
producei of the tilm on the Bhagal 
pur blindings, who is part of the 
Nagrik Rabat Aui Punanas Commit 
tee, Bhopal Ihe chief ministei of MP 
and the commissioner of Bhopal haye 
been saying since December, that 
people aie on the road to lecoverv 
Yet 104 days later, the people aie 
being exposed to iieimaneiit lung 
disabilities Bose said that the wives 
of two of then volunteers delivered | 
babies with similar abnormalities in 
their lungs, liveis and biains “^e I 
documented tins ’ he said “and we 
also heard that othei women had ' 
given bitth to babies with enlarged 
heads, paitial paralysis and skin 
rashes ’ 


Pol 1C r ancsis (erionsls 

i n the week long inteiiogaiions 
since the ariesl ol three pen sons 
suspected of being behind the bomb 
blasts in Delhi on 10 and 11 May, the 
police have lost one of them and 


Kartar Singh Narang being arrested by the 
police 



the alleged massive “cover up” of 
medical facts by medical agencies 
helping the government The Indian 
Council of Medical Research is re- 
poitedlv spending Rs one crore and 
seven lakhs as funds to the Gandhi 
Medical College and the Ahmediva 
Hospital attached to the college and 
the Sultania Jananna Hospital The 
dean ol the college N P Mishra and 
Di NR Bhandaii, the supennten 
dem of the hospital, have taken 
positions that are going to affect the 
victims of Bhopal adversely, says 
Bose “They had said that the water 
was safe and vet 104 days after the 
tragedy we tound the contamination 
of Bhopal water by thiocvnates pre 
sent to the extent of 2 4 ppm (parts 
pei millions) as igainst the thiocyn 
ate level ol 9 ppm in Bombay water 
tdjjs ” If the lives ot the victims are to 
be saved and fuither suffering to be 
aveited 7 apan Bose says, the gov 
ernment of Bhopal will have to treat 
medical pioblems on a wat footing 
and quit fooling the woild that all is 
well with iht pool victims of MIC gas 
unleashed by Ihiion Cat bide Ltd 
a/m Tetti%, Bombay 


' obtained tiny hits ot mtormation 
The questioning has thrown up 
enough to indict Kaitar Singh 
I Naiang and Mohinder Singh Oberoi, 

I the two surviving suspects, but the 
I polite have got little that could lead 
them to the mastei minds behind the 
blasts ^ome names and addresses 
however, haye been revealed, the 
most impoiiant one being someone 
called Kohli According to what 
Narang and Oberoi have told the 
polite, Kohli was their mam contact 
on whose directions they acted Kohli 
also had several meetings with the 
three at the West Patel Nagar resi 
dence of Narang, immediately before 
the blasts On 4 and 9 May, Kohli had 
told them that they should now be 
"leady for action” and that the 
bombs were on their way A day 
before the blasts, he (ijfhrmed them 
that some bombs had arrived It was 
Kohli who gave them all the instruc 
tions He is now a much wanted man 
but seems to have disappeared — no 
details about Kohli have surfaced 
apart from his name There were 
nearly a hundred other names and 
addresses of people, generally from 
parts of North India, that were reco¬ 
vered from the two but here again 
that police seem to have hit a wall as 


The othti point that tomes uj) is 
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most of these people have dis¬ 
appeared. 

It was revealed during the inter 
rogation at the Deshbandhu Gupta 
Road police station where the sus¬ 
pects were kept under heavy guard, 
that the “transistor bombs’* had been 
planted at various points in the capit 
al by a taxi hired from a man who 
stays m Malkaganj, a central Delhi 
locality The driver and five resi 
dents of Kingsway Camp, not far 
away from Malkaganj, have been 
taken into custody The Delhi police 
have also, during the course of the 
investigations, “unofficially interro 
gated” dozens of other suspects 

According to police sources 
Mohinder Singh Oberoi has revealed 
a lot during the interrogations while 
Narang has largely “remained 
quiet ” It IS suspected that Narang’s 
son, Ravinder Pal alias “Cuckoo ’ 
“missing” for some weeks, helped in 
the manufacture of the bombs 
Ravinder Pal, it is said, knew about 
transistor electronics and knew the 
formula for making the device One 
such formula, written on a piece of 
paper, was recovered from the pock 
et of Oberoi The group had bought 
transistor shells from a local manu 


facturing shed and made the bombs 
at Narang’s residence 
Earlier, Narang and Oberoi were 
produced before the metropolitan 
magistrate R S Mahla on 13 May 
and were remanded to police custody 
for a further 14 days The third 
suspect, Mohinder Singh Khalsa, was 
declared dead at the Ram M nohar 
Lohia Hospital He had succumbea to 
injuries in police custody within 24 
hours of his arrest on the afternoon 
of 12 May The post mortem report 
(No 1024 dated 14/5/1985) prepared 
by Dr L T Ramani, says that Mohin 
der Singh Khalsa, a 32 year old, well 
built man, died due to haemorrhage 
and gradual loss of blood Dr Ramani 
lists at least 18 injuries on the limbs, 
the back, the temple and the eves 
Interestingly, the medico legal case 
(MLC) at the Lohia Hospital lists 
only SIX to seven iniuries on Khalsa’s 
body The earlier MLC, prepaied on 
the day of the anest when the sus 
pects had been brought to the Lohia 
Hospital for treatment of injuries 
sustained during the scuffle, also 
puts the. number of injuries at 
around six or seven But according to 
Dr Ramani, the MLCs are only of a 
“general nature” and are not “as 


detailed as they should be ” The two 
MLCS before and after Khalsa’s 
death give the impression that there 
were not many injuries on Khalsa’s 
body after the initial ones on the day 
of the arrest but the post-mortem 
report differs “I do not agree that 
there were no fresh injuries on Khal- 
sa’s body after the encounter at the 
time of arrest,” Dr Ramani said 
Although there was no evidence of 
strangulation or broken bones*or 
burns, as reported in a section of the 
press, Khalsa had received several 
blunt blows which had resulted in 
both external and internal bleeding 
Dr Ramani ruled out the possibility 
of a single injury having caused his 
death “It was due to continuous loss 
of blood and shock" Dr Ramani 
maintained Though he could not 
pinpoint the exact time of death, he 
felt that Khalsa had died “sometime 
before” he reached the Lohia Hi sj"tt 
al, which was around four in t'le 
afternoon Almost 40 minutes laicr, 
the police had reportedly told the 
metropolitan magistrate, R S 
Mahla, that the third suspect (Mohin 
der Singh Khalsa) had gone to the 
hospital for “treatment 
Sankarahan THakur, Maw Delhi 


KARNATAKA 

Case of the Missing ^ientists 

Tworebeuichersuorkini’OH sensitive project /eaveforL/SA 


W hen a senior lesearcli siuntist 
ftom the Bangalore based I lec 
ironies and Radai Deielopmcnt 
Establishment (LRDF) left the coun 
tiy suddenly and virtually ‘ de 
fectecT to the United States late i i 
1983, the whole episode appeared 
strange But LRDF iii spite of the 
sensitive natutt- of the research it 
undei takes, suisived the scare and 
the adverse publicity However a 
second reseaich scientist involved in 
a vital project has now left the coun 
try abruptly and this has led to a 
major controversy The two scien 
lists, Shanoas and Ratnakara Rao, 
who have deserted the country, were 
both working with the vital LFDR 
(Low Flying Detection Radar) pro 
ject The t^roject itself has been 
cloaked in controvei'4y ftom the be 
ginning and the loss of the two scieh 
lists to the United States is quite a 
setback for the LI UR jirojeit 
The Electronics and Radar De 
velopment Establishment (LRDF) is 
a part of the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) 
looking after the needs of the de 
fence services in the field of radar 
and telecommunication In tune with 
this, the LRDE was entrusted with 


I the task of developing an indigenous 
Low 1 Iving Radar Detector (LhRD) 
in the carlv Seventies ostensibly to 
track the new generation low flying 
ail craft The project was conceived 
in 1974 at a cost of Rs 55 lakhs but 
b> 1981, with the pioject still in the 
doldrums, the cou had escalated to 
Rs 2 5 crores 

Though the project was meant to 


be indigenously pursued the 1 RDF 
thought It fit to go in for a collabora 
tion with Spate Micro Lab (SMI ), 
Cahfoiina, fpt ^ricaffop yjtal 
component c|IIe(t |l^k\st{,oj) trff|tf.^V* 
tci This dt-spitt f.ht ifact,,t|tftt a 
section of Indian it seaulit is thought 
It was well within t)u scope of Indian 
scientists to fabricate the transmit 
ter It IS this shadv collaboiation that 
prepared the giound foi the subse 
quent defection" of the Indian sci 
enlists While I RDI Bangalur*^ be 
gall working on iht project, a 

senioi LRpF scientist, dhandas,^ was 
stqt to the Ignited Sx,i.Us, iirrl9,79 to 
oversee the fabrication of Klystron 



The LRDE Htabllihmctit in Bangalore 
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transmitters, at the Space Micro Lab 
(SML), Califoinia The fnm failed to 
keep the lime schedule in the col 
laboidtion Yet, Shandas’ reports 
were favourable to SML and as a 
lesuli, tht pioiect, already delayed, 
sutfeied fiirthei 

Lmallv, Shandas was summoned 
back to India in 1981 and asked to 
explain the delav in the pioject His 
explanations weie unconvincing and 
hi was sought to be replaced by 
someone 'mote reliable’ Shandas’ 
passpoit was lonfiscated and he was 
asked not to leave the lountrv The 
regional passjiort oil ices were also 
noiilied of tin action taken Soon 
afteiwaids Shandas applied foi 
leave In mid August 1981, he left for 
the United States undei mysteiious 
ciuumstances and the passpoit was 
lesioied to him He was last sei n in 
the lountiv on 11 August 

1 RDl has now confiimed that he is 
woiking with SML, Caliloiiiia the 
same firm h* was sent to oversee the 
collahoiation LRDfc took its own 
time to notiiv the government of his 
flight and no miasing leport was 
lodged immediatalv Howcvei, aftei 
the stoiv bioke the then defence 
minister R Venkataiaman admitted 
in the Lok Sabha on lb December 
that Shandas had disappeared and 
that effoits weie being made to ttace 
him The 1 RDl has since recom 
mtnded the cxtiadition of Slipndas 
Irbtn the ttS tf is dpubtful whether 
the Shandas ^vno has icpoit^dlv set 
tied ddwn in ralifoiViia with his tami 
Iv will he extradited 

Bui the I RDL did not tighten up 
Its secuiitv attei Shandas slipped 
out I mboldetied bv the easy manner 
111 which Shandas left the country 
and the authorities leacted to such a 
sei lous matter, andthc i scientist Y 
Ramakai Rao Inis also left lor the 
United 8tateS"”Rao wont on leave 
late last yeai and managed to get it 
extended bn a number at excuses 
When fiiithei leave was turned 
down he applied foi medical leave 
But when he was asked to appear 
betoie a medical board he sent in his 
lesignation and left India 

Rail’s departuie also seems meticu 
lously planned His neighbouis in the 
ITI colony locality where he lived 
weie under the impression that he 
was awav in Hyderabad Much later, 
his wife, who had stayed back in 
Bangaloie began to get telephone 
calls from United States Irivestigat 
ing authorities soon got wind of this, 
but It was too late to do anything An 
indication of the cumbersome man 
ner m which such cases are dealt can 
be had from the fact that the LRDE 
authorities have only now issued a 
showcause notice to Ratnakai Rao— 
by post to his address he last fur 
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nished' Only after the letter returns 
(presumably marked “addressee not 
found”) will the authorities take the 
next step’ Asked if Rao had left for 
the United States, an LRDE spokes 
man said wryly “Officially no, un 
officially yes ” 

h would of couise be presump 
tuoiis to assume that the two scien 
lists who have tied aie tiaitois, with 
out having then vtisions But as 
much as ihe act ol the two scientists 
IS disgraceful things appear wiong 
with the I RDl itself Why, tor inst 
ance was a iollaboi,ition woiked out 
with SMI when it was known that 
Indian scientists weie peifectly cap 
able bf fabricating the tiansmitter 
Who benefited from this collaboia 
tion-’-An I RDL spokesmen defended 
ilu deal saying it was approved liv a 
bodv of eminent men diawn from 
vai Kills bodies like IlSl and othei 
oiganisations But the tact remains 
that ultimately the I RDR used in 
digenouslv n^ade tiansmitteis while 
the SMI cou'd not live up lo the 
contiact 

Ihe LRDl has also been percept 
ibl\ lax III keeping an eve on the 
scientists How cist could Shandas 
havi got awav even aftei he was 
It called and his passpoit confis 


rniJivuy ivorkers 



Anis Suhrawtrdv 


S eldom does the Supreme Court 
praise the efforts of a lawyer in 
Its judgments Rarer still are mSt 
ances when it has directed the gov^ 
ernment to give cash rewards to a 
lawyer for th^ labour he has put in 
Anis Suhrawardy, a young Supreme 
Court lawyer, has been granted both 


catecU x'nd how could Ratnakai Rao 
give the slip so easily in spite of 
LRDl’s experience in the Shandas 
case’ I veil now, as the case of the 
missing scientists causes a funite in 
defence circles, thiet LRDE scien 
tisis aie in the United States having 
been there lot neailv 18 months 
alicadv Two of them. Dr Cleetus and 
Di Vishwdiiathan have stood surtiv 
bn Shandas’jiasspoit the fount r foi 
Rs ( lakhs I he siientisls aie ex 
petted back in )iily 

I he sudden dcpaiturt ot the scien 
list also raised the tiucial tiutstion ol 
how It atteersthe I 1 Dl pioject Will 
It hamper work on tht ait dtftntt 
systems-* A detente iiiinistiv spokes 
man while tacitly admitting that the 
two stientists hayt left the eountrv i 
h.id tlinitd that they wen engaged I 
inwoikotanv sensitive natuie liki !\ I 
10 ilfett the Loimtiy s stcuniy Bui I 
It IS well known that both seicnti ts 
wink'd until 1 Di Raitiivlran who 
head the I 1 DR pioieit re* im Anti 
ahoiii the turn ot Katnai n Rao s 
tiiltvion the indigt nouily made 
1 I DR V IS sutce'slully tiled out in 
Kanjaloit Hit vitil ipieslion now 
IS how ninth do ilit missing si n n 
lists know 

Chidanand Ra/ghatta, Bangalore 


In a ludgnient passe el on 18 April I 
1985, lusiKt DA Di sai of the Sup 
lemt ( ouit >aid leained counsel 
Anis Suhi iw irdv has put in the max 
imum lahoui in making a very useful 
compilation He must have spent 
days and moiilhs The compilation 
helpe-d us the most in dealing with 
the writ petitions and the special 
leave petitions and in aseeitaining 
the ptopei piinciple Suth a compila 
tion ought to be tewardedwith Rs 
5,000 as aid by wav ot costs to Anis 
Suhrawardy, adyotatt Supreme 
Court ’ And if the lespect shown to 
Suhrawardy was unusual, the case 
and the luliiip ot the Siipieme Court 
on It was Uscll out ot the oidinai v As 
a result, of which 91 000 woikeis 
ol the Indian Railways ' ho used to 
onct languish as casual I iliout with 
out any employment benefits, have 
been assured of a better and more 
certain future 

On 15 January 1983, Inderpal 
Yadav and 50 othei casual labourers 
engaged by the Northein Railways 
for duty as k/iafasis at the Tilak 
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When Justice Prevailed 

The Supreme Court ten aids I'ount’ l(ii\ \ ei foi hclptm' 


Capstan presents two new HavonrS’- and Panorama. 
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Bridge railway station in New Delhi 
came to Suhrawardy and asked him 
to take up their case They were 
suddenly being retrenched from ser 
vice with effect from 17 January 
1983 They had been to several other 
lawyers but legal opinion had gener 
ally been that under Section 2'> (F) of 
the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, 
(which the Northern Railways had 
invoked to remove them from sei 
vice) the casual labourers had no 
option but to accept the retiench 
ment order But Suhrawaidy looked 
at It from another angle He first got 
a stay order from the Supreme Court 
on 17 January and then filed a pen 
non under Article 32 ot the Indian 
Constitution He went on, in the 
petition, to question Section 2S(F) of 
the act Itself He said that the provi 
Sion was “a pre constitution concept 
of retrenchment of any woikmen 
employed in any industry for a con 
nnuous period of not less than a yeai, 
and IS moreover ultras ires and un 
constitutional, violating Ai tides 14, 
16, 39 (1) (D), 41 ad 43 of the Indian 
Constitution and of other directive 
principles of state policy ” In support 
of this, he stated the conditions 
under which the casual laboureis 
worked in the railways 
In us retrenchment ordei which 
would have affected about 93 000 
workeis with etfeit from 17 Januaiy 
1983 the railways had said that the 
woikeis were being asked to go off 
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duty because of shortage of funds 
reduction in the workload and the 
Lompietion of major workloads Most 
of these workers ought to have been 
granted temporary status after the 
completion of 120 days of continuous 
service but were not given that status 
even though they had been working 
for the railways for almost a decade 
The regular practice of the railways 
according to some labourers, was to 
break their service before the com 
pletion of 120 days and hire them 
again so that piovision of granting 
temporary status to them did not 
apply In this case, howevei, there 
was not even a break in their service 
What IS more, these labourers, apart 
from doing railway jobs also had to 
run errands and do menial household 
work tor the railway inspectors and 
engineers All they got in return was 
a daily wage of Rs 14 7S paise 
In the opening lines of the ]udg 
ment passed on 18 April 1985, Jus 
I lice D A Desai said “Articles 41 and 
I 42 of the constitution notwithstand 
I ing, there are certain giey areas 
[ where the rule of hire and fire a 
legacy of laisse/ iaire, even in gov 
einment employment still rules the 
roost C asual labour employed on 
projects also known as ‘Pioject 
Casual Labour” is one such segment 
of employment where one mat seive 
for many yeais and remain a daily 
i.tted worker without a weekly oft, 
without any security of service with 


out the protection of equal pay for 
equal work In short, at the sweet will 
and mercy of the local satraps.” 

Anis Suhrawardy, whose clteatu 
had grown from 51 to almost an army 
of 2097 within months of his having 
taken up the case, had said in hu 
petition that the railways was the 
largest employer in the country and 
It could not in any case act like an 
agency hiring and firing people 
whenever it wanted Accordin^y, 
the Supreme Court ruled that aill 
those who had completed five years 
of service as on 1 January 1981 be 
treated as temporary workers of the 
railways from that date Those who 
had completed three years but less 
than five years of service as on 1 
January 1981 would be treated as 
temporary workers from 1 January 

1982 Similar were the directions 
i issued by the Supreme Couit for 

workers who completed 360 days but 
I less than three years of servict 1 om 
1 Januaiy 1981—they would be tre 
ated as temporary from 1 January 

1983 

A case which in the beginning 
I looked a hopeless one to many a legal 
' expei t has become a watershed as far 
as labouiers of the country are con¬ 
cerned It IS a new lease of life for 
' 2,93 000 railway workers and count 
less others who will be working for 
I the lailways in the futuie 

I Sankanhmn Thmkur, N«w DaUri 


ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS 

New Naval Bas e _ 

Strong forces to be stotionccf in the Bay of Bengal 


T he tiny an strip at Foil Blair lies i 
on the blue green hills wheie 
landings, especially during the rains, 
can be tricky It was built by the 
Japanese when they had taken pos 
session of the Andaman and Nicobar 
islands during the Second World Wai 
and few improvements and additions 
have been made to it since then Of 
late, there has been a growing 
realisation, especially in the defence 
ministry, of the strategic location of 
this airstrip 

On 11 May, the naval chief, Admir 
al R H Tahhani, in the presence of 
defence minister, P V Narasimha 
Rao, inaugurated INS Utkrosh, the 
third air base of the Indian Navy and 
Its first one on the eastern coast 
Speaking at the opening ceremony of 
INS Utkrosh—a base that would 
operate Islander class aircraft—de 
fence minister P V Narasimha Rao 
spoke about the possibility of war 
He also mentioned that as natural 


resouices on land weie depleted, 
nations would begin competing for 
the wealth of the seas The Andaman 


and Nicobar islands he in line with 
the oil bearing basins of Burma to 
the north and Indonesia to the south 
east There could be several aieas 
both onshoie and oflshoie where oil 
ard gas lie untapped Mud volcanoes 
associated with oil and gas seepages 
have been lepoited from Baiatang 
and the middle Andaman Islands 
The Oil and Natural Gas C ommission 


} 



A recent naval exercise in the Andamans 
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SPACE PROGRAMME 

India’s Space Odyssey II 

Cosmonaut to be taken aboard the US space shuttle 


(ONGC) had chartered offshore drills 
for carrying out drilling operations in 
the Andaman and Nicobar islands in 
1979-80 and they instantaneously 
struck gas near Havelock Island in 
the South Andamans. The ONGC has 
now formulated plans for intensify¬ 
ing the exploration of oil during the 
course of the Seventh Plan and Oil 
India Limited (OIL) is planning to 
take up searches for petroleum and 
natural gas in the middle Andamans 
and on Neil and Havelock islands. If 
oil is struck, it will not only trans¬ 
form the sagging economy of the 
far-flung islands but also of the 
whole country. It all depends, say 
experts on the commercial viability 
of the projects. 

The strategic importance of the 
eastern coastline seems to have sud¬ 
denly dawned, on the defence minis¬ 
try. The Indian naval presence in the 
Bay of Bengal indicates it. It is 24 
years after the western coast had got 
its second naval air base (INS Hansa 
was set up in Goa in 1961) that the 
east coast has got one. There are 
plans to strengthen the force even 
further. In about a year’s time the 
navy will be handed over an airstrip 
at Vishakhapatnam to be converted 
into India’s fourth naval station. Af¬ 
ter decades of debates between the 
air force and the navy, the latter is 
beginning to strengthen its air arm. 

One of the important factors for 
that is the ideal location of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands for 
use as an operational base in the Bay 
of Bengal. The presence around 
these islands would be of strategic 
importance: the Andamans are not 
far from the Indian mainland. Lend- 
fall island the northernmost point is 
190 kms from Burma and Pygmalion 
Point, the southern tip is only 146.'5 
kms away from Sumatra in Indone¬ 
sia. The distance from the mainland 
coupled with the inadequate trans¬ 
port and communication links causes 
major economic problems in the 
archipelago. Only sometime ago, 
common salt was unavailable for 
days on end and the islanders had to 
do without it. 

Over the years there have been 
demands that a part of the islands be 
converted into a free-port. The Nico¬ 
bar Islands lie on an important world 
trade route between Africa and the 
Far-East and docking facilities in the 
islands could ease the pressure on 
ports like Singapore. A lobby in Port 
Blair itself has been demanding 
docking facilities for commercial 
strips and a free-port for quite some¬ 
time now. The matter has been under 
consideration of the government but 
the defence ministry opposes the 
plan. 

Smkanhan Thakur, Port Blair 


M ore than a year has passed since 
Squadron Leader Rakesh Shar- 
ma of India joined the ‘family’ of 138 
cosmonauts and India became the 
14th nation to send a man to space. 
At the time the historic launch 
took place , scientists had pointed 
out that the future of the Indian 
space programme would depend 
largely on the successes or failures of 
the experiments conducted during 
the joint Indo-Soviet manned space 
flight. Prior to the flight. Prof. U.R. 
Rao of the department of space had 
said that the space flight would not 
be “a one-shot affair” and would be 
followed by more Indians entering 
space, if necessary. Now, an 
announcement has been made about 
the second Indian cosmonaut, who 
would be taken aboard a US space 



Kakesh .Sharma 


shuttle when the Indian satellite IN- 
SAT-IC is launched from Cape Ken¬ 
nedy in the middle of 1986. 

In the 13 months since Rakesh 
Sharma’s feat, very few details of the 
experiments conducted by the Indian 
cosmonaut have been made avail¬ 
able. One of the most interesting 
experiments carried out by Rakesh 
Sharma was an effort to reduce the 
impactof the undesirable effects of 
weightlessness on human beings with 
the use of yogic exercises. The 
results of these exercises which, it 
was said, would be of immense value 
itothelndian Air Force, are presently 
being tabulated at the Air Headquar¬ 
ters. A special space cell was set up 
at Vayu Bhavan for going through 
the data. With the help of the cosmo¬ 
naut, lAF officials claim, they have 


arrived at very substantial conclu¬ 
sions about the usefulness of yogic 
exercises in space. Both Sharma and 
his teammate. Ravish Malhotra, in¬ 
volved in the experiments, have been 
trari-sferred from Air Headquarters 
after their space mission and have 
resumed duties as test pilots with the 
lAF. 

The nature of their new assign¬ 
ment is not being disclosed by the air 
force. “A test pilot is a very valuable 
asset to the air force, and both 
Rakesh Sharma and Ravish Malhotra 
are among the best Indian test pilots. 
Therefore, after completing their 
assignment, they have resumeil their 
duties in the normal course of their i 
services,” said one senior lAF offi- j 
cial. The details of lesults of the j 
experiments were not ready as yet, | 
he added. 

According to scientists of the Indi¬ 
an Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO), the two lAF officers have j 
resumed normal duties and have ’ 
been sent back to flving because all j 
the data collected by them and ex- ^ 
perinients conducted by Rakesh | 
Sharma during the eight-day space ! 
mission have already been handed \ 
over to the concerned scientists. The 
most important experiment con¬ 
ducted by Rakesh Sharma was the 
ISRO-designed ‘terra' remote sens¬ 
ing campaign conducted aboard the 
Salyut-7. The data of the terra ex¬ 
periment, during which Rakesh Shar¬ 
ma had photographed more than 20 
per cent of the Indian territory, are 
under detailed analysis. The experi¬ 
ments have yielded valuable in¬ 
formation on geology, turbidity, and 
shore-line mapping pertaining to the 
entire Indian coasts and of the fore¬ 
stry of Gujarat, the Western Ghats 
region of Karnataka and also on 
Project Tiger.” The ISRO headquar¬ 
ters in Bangalore is also buzzing with 
activity again: the selection of the 
second Indian spaceman, this time a 
civilian, is on. The department has 
already invited applications from sci¬ 
entists and experts who would be 
interested in the flight. According to 
ISRO sources, the response has been 
overwhelming. Nearly 40 of the ap¬ 
plicants (there were over a 100) have 
been shortlisted. Of these, two per¬ 
sons will finally begin their training 
in the United States in a few months 
from now. 

Rftu Sarin, Maw Delltl 
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TAMIL NADU 

Constitutional Contravention? 

Some of MGR 's actions alleged to be invalid 


W ere all the executive actions 
taken by chief minister M.G. 
Ramachandran in the absence of a 
council of ministers for four days 
from 10 to 14 February constitu¬ 
tionally valid? Yes, says the Madras 
High Court (MHC). No, says Mr L. 
Krishnaswami Bharati,^one of the 
founding fathers of the Constitution 
of India. Two petitions were filed 
before the MHC by Sadiq Pasha, 
MLC, treasurer of the DMK and R. 
Dalavai convener of the Civil Liber 
ties Union challenging the executive 
actions of MGR. Though MGR was 
sworn in as CM on 10 February,four 
days lapsed before his council of 
ministers were sworn in. The peti 
tioners contended that under Article 
163 of the Constitution, no executive 
action could be taken by the CM in 
the absence of a council of ministers. 

The MHC however, upheld the 
constitutional validity of all execu¬ 
tive actions taken by the CM during 
this interrugnum. The bench com¬ 
prising Chief Justice M.N. Chandur- 
kar and Justice T. Sathiadev 
observed that the constitutional pro¬ 
visions could be construed to mean 
that the CM should have some time 
from the date of his appointment as 
CM to decide the composition of his 
council of ministers. It was pointed 
out that the time lag between the 
appointment of the CM and the coun¬ 
cil of ministers was implicit in the 
parliamentary form of democracy 
and the cabinet form of government 
which India has adopted. Article 
164(1) provides for the appointment 
of other ministers in the council by 
the Governor on the advice of the 
CM- As the leader of the majority 
party the chief minister had to 
obviously weigh several considera¬ 
tions before forming a cabinet. This 
was a time consuming process, the 
bench averred. The petitioners had 
contended that if the decisions taken 
by the CM during the absence of a 
council of ministers were validated, 
it would mean giving him constitu¬ 
tional sanction to function for an 
unlimited period of time without a 
council of ministers. The judges 
countered this with the argument 
that if the CM did not submit the list 
of the council of ministers within a 
“reasonable time” which the Gov¬ 
ernor grants, the latter cannot be 
said to be “helpless in the matter.” 
Another point that the petitioners 
raised was that Rule five of the 


business rules which authorised the 
Governor to allot portfolios to the 
ministers would come into operation 
only after the ministers were 
appointed. The judges held that the 
residuary clause in the business rules 
clearly authorised the CM to exercise 
executive powers. Therefore, there 
was no constitutional infirmity in the 
CM asking the chief secretary to 
submit to him files requiring urgent 
disposal. As to the contention that 
there should be at least one minister 
other than the CM to head a govern¬ 
ment, the judges held that in a 
parliamentary form of government it 
was permissible to have ministers 
without portfolio. In any case there 
were any number of precedents. Be¬ 
tween 1977 and 1985, there were 14 
instances when chief ministers of 



M. G. Ramachandrui 


several states had been sworn in first 
and the council of ministers a few 
days later. 

But Krishnaswami Bliarati differs 
with the judgment. He admits that 
what he has to say has no relevance 
as the judgment is binding. The 
bench declined to grant leave to the 
petitioner Sad it) Pasha to appear 
before the Supretne Court. Neverthe¬ 
less, Bharat) feels compelled to ex¬ 
press his considered opinion to see 
that “the rule of law in our constitu¬ 
tion is upheld ” Referring to the 
bench’s statement that the CM can 
perform his executive functions 
under business rules, Bharati points 
out in a letter published in The 
Hindu : “A legitimate question may 
be asked whether the CM can begin 


to function at all without allocation 
of portfolios by the Governor under 
Rule five of the business rales. The 
residuary clause in the business rales 
authorising the CM to exercise ex¬ 
ecutive powers is obviously available 
only when the authorised council of 
ministers under Article 163(1) comes 
into existence and surely not when 
‘the CM alone wasthe sole, monarch of 
all he surveyed between 10 to 14 
February. The CM was not allotted 
portfolios on 10 February. Without 
allocation of portfolios to the CM by 
the Governor, could the CM begin to 
exercise his executive powers at 
all?” 

According to Bharati, Article 164 is 
brought in by their lordships to “di¬ 
lute” the mandatory nature of Arti¬ 
cle 163(1)—“they (the judges) have 
not squarely faced this question and 
answered it.” Article 163(1) states 
“There shall be a council of minisiers 
with the chief minister at the head to 
aid and advise the Governor in the 
exercise of his functions.” Regarding 
the suggestion that a time lag for the 
appointment of the council of minis¬ 
ters is necessarily implied in Article 
164, Bharati states “The time lag is 
trivial as the CM is expected to have 
the list of at least one minister (after 
all we don’t want all the names) in 
his pocket so that a,council of minis¬ 
ters, m terms of Article 163(1) comes 
into existence at once.” 

Bharati goes on to say “Let it not 
be understood that 1 am denying the 
right of the Governor to appoint the 
CM under Article 164. He has every 
right to do so. But if it is not simul¬ 
taneously followed by the appoint¬ 
ment of at least one minister so as to 
constitute a council of ministers, the 
CM is a dummy who cannot move his 
little finger in the administration of 
the state. The crux of the matter 
rests on two questions. Firstly, was 
there a council of ministers with the 
CM at the head to aid and advise the 
Governor in the exercise of his func¬ 
tions between 10 and 14 February. 
There was no exercise of his func¬ 
tions between 10 and 14 February 
with the CM alone in the picture. 
Secondly, can there be a government 
without a council of ministers under 
Article 163(1)? Bharati concludes by 
stating “with due deference to their 
lordships it is my humble but consi¬ 
dered view that since there was no 
council of ministers under Article 
163 between 10 and 14 February, 
there was no government or adminis¬ 
tration during the interrugnum in 
the constitutional sense and any ac¬ 
tion taken by the CM has no constitu¬ 
tional validity .” 
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Midnight Massacre 


Police suspect family members 


T he hamlet of Hiralal ka Purwa in 
Bah tehsil of Agra district con¬ 
sists of two houses—one big, pucca 
structure owned by Hamarayan, a 
well-to-do landlord, and his five 
brothers, and the other, a thatched 
hut at the^dge of Hamarayan’s land, 
belonging to Baburam and his son, 
Khuman. On the night of 1 May, half 
the hamlet’s population were mas¬ 
sacred. Ten members of Harnar- 
ayan’s family, including Hamarayan 
himself, one of his brothers, both 
their wives, and all their children 
were killed. As yet, the identity of 
the killers and their motives are 
unknown 

Neither is anyone very clear about 
what exactly happened that night. 
Vasudev, one of the surviving 
brothers, says Hamarayan was sleep¬ 
ing outside, at some distance from 
the house, while the rest of the 
family was lying about the courtyard 
and the terrace. Suddenly, at about 
midnight, 10 or 15 armed men 
swarmed into the house and began 
shooting at whoever they saw One of 
the ihen tripped while t^ingto shoot 
Vasudev, prompting the latter to 
attempt to snatch his rifle. A scuffle 
ensued, in the course of which both 
men fell from the terrace onto a 
grassy bank below, from where 
Vasudev was able to escape 
Another brother, Pappu, also 
escaped by jumping from the roof 
and rushing to Khuroan’s hut The 
other family members who survived 
were those who were not staying 
there that night. The second brother, 
Brahm Lai, and his wife, were visit¬ 
ing his in-laws, and Vasudev’s wife, 
infant son, mother and youngest 
brother, Mahesh, were spending the 
night at the family’s house in Bah. 

Even those who were in the neigh¬ 
bourhood that night are not aware of 
what happened Khuman, who was 
working his thresher barely 500 
metres from the house, first realised 
something was amiss when a hyster¬ 
ical Pappu crawled up to him at about 
3.30 am. He says he did not hear any 
gunshots as the thresher was making 
too much noise. Other fanners work¬ 
ing a thresher at the same distance 
on the opposite side of the house, 
learnt of the incident only when 
Vasudev limped up to them. 

Inmates of Marbepura village, a 
kilometre away, heard about the kill¬ 
ing earlv in the morning when the 


farmers passed by carrying Vasudev, 
who had injured his leg during his 
fall, to Bah. They had not heard 
anything either, apart from the 
sound of threshers and crackers 
which had been burst throughout the 
night in neighouring villages where 
weddings were taking place. Strange¬ 
ly, pot a single person seems to have 
seen any gang heading for or later 
escaping from the house. Who were 
the killers? Initially, dacoits were 
suspected. The Bah a/ea is a part of 
the Chambal region, and distnct offi¬ 
cials, after an initial visit to the spot, 
presumptuously told local reporters 
that the dacoits were responsible. 
That made frontpage news all over 
the country, and braught top police 



officers from Agra and Lucknow 
rushing to the spot. 

The theory doing the rounds was 
that it waif the handiwork of the 
notorious Jagta Kachhi gang. It made 
sense, for not only did the murderers 
loot the house after killing the in¬ 
mates, but'also because Jagta had a 
grudge against Vasudev. About three 
years ago, Vasudev had been kidnap¬ 
ped by Jagta, but he managed to 
escape in dramatic fashion by over¬ 
powering his guard and allegedly 
killing him. (Vasudev denies killing 
the guard). What did not make sense, 
however, was the fact that most of 
Jagta’s gang, including Jagta him¬ 
self, were liquidated by the police in 
May 1982, a fact confirmed by villa¬ 
gers throughout the area. The only 
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dacoit gang active in Agra at present 
is Bare Lala’s, but then that is a 
Brahmin gang and this was a 
Brahmin fa^ly, and dacoits main¬ 
tain their codes. Moreover, dacoits 
do not kill children. And, most signi¬ 
ficant, dacoits do not enter a village 
surreptitiously nor are villagers shy 
of admitting that they saw a dacoit 
gang. Yet here, eyewitnesses are 
strangely absent. 

The other theory put forward is 
that the killings were a case of ven¬ 
detta because of a land dispute. The 
brothers had a dispute over a small 
piece of land with some Mallah fami¬ 
lies, and matters had reached a flash¬ 
point some months ago when Babur¬ 
am, one of those killed, roughed up a 
ten-year-old girl who was gathering 
pulses from it. But he had not done 
anything that could have provoked 
such a macabre reprisal. Senior 
police officers say they do have a 
plausible theory which they will not 
immediately reveal. However, a 
member of the investigating team 
present at the spot provided some 
hints, by merely drawing attention to 
some facts These were that Hamar 
ayan was the undisputed head of the 
family and (in the words of his 
brother-in-law to Sunday) was like 
the landlord while his brothers were 
like labourers. The family’s property, 
25 bighas plus all the farm machin¬ 
ery were in Harnarayan’s name, 39 
bighas jointly in the name of the 
other five brothers, and the rest in 
the name of all six. Vasudev is now 
automatically head of the family, and 
his little son becomes the only, and 
will perhaps be the eldest heir. 
(Vasudev’s only surviving elder 
brother, Brahm Lai, is considered an 
idiot, and has no children despite 
being married 11 years ago) The 
policeman also pointed out that both 
of Vasudev’s escapes—from the 
dacoits three years ago, and in the 
present instance, have been rather 
uncanny and that he is rather intelli¬ 
gent and shrewd. 

The officer also came up with more 
facts. It appears that the police be¬ 
lieve that Vasudev, who cannot be 
more than 25, cold-bloodedly called 
in his “dacoit connections” to li¬ 
quidate all those in his family who 
could stand in the way of his, and 
later, his son, becoming the sole 
owner of the family wealth. Was 
Vasudev jealous of his eldest 
brother’s power, and driven to this 
step by his tyranny? The truth is too 
indiscernible at presem and no con¬ 
clusions are possible. But the police 
are apparently convinced and 
Vasudev and his two younger 
brothers, Pappu and Mahesh, both 
teenagers, have been arrested. 

A gpeeiaf eta r a ap o n Oa n t, Lacknow 
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NEW DELHI 

A Planned Ghetto? 

The DDA’s blueprint for the city under heavy criticism 


Jjk master plan for any city plays a 
Parole similar to that of a constitu¬ 
tion of a country. Delhi was the first 
metropolitan city to have a master 
plan for the proposed development 
and expansion. The master plan was 
prepared envisaging planned de¬ 


velopment of the capital between 
1961 and 1984. The task of imple¬ 
mentation was handed over to the 
Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA), the largest real estate de¬ 
veloping agency in the world. The 
DDA, however, has permitted gross 


violations of the plan and has failed 
to achieve more than 50 per cent of 
its objectives. Now, with the comple¬ 
tion of the first phase peripd of the 
plan, the DDA has prepared a second 
plan which will take the capital 
further into what has been called 
“the planned chaos of Delhi.” 

The DDA is in fact shy of calling 
the new set of proposals prepared by 
it as a second master plan for Delhi. 
The plan, named the New Perspec¬ 
tive Plan has been limited to a list of 
modifications because of a defect in 
the legislation under which the first 
plan was passed. Section 7 (1) of the 
DDA Act, 1957 makes provisions for 
the revision and modification of the 
plan not for a second master plan. 
Even after criticism from various 
quarters on the shortsightedness of 
the plan and the urgent need for 
amendment in the DDA Act, the 
Perspective Plan makes no such de¬ 
mand. As a result, the proposals are 
likely to meet the same fate as those 
in the original document; that of 
non-implementation and non¬ 
execution. 

The Perspective Plan has been the 
subject of debate ever since it was 
released by the DDA. It was tabled 
before the metropolitan council on 
15 February with 12 pages missing 
and names of two elected members 
on the DDA Advisory Committee 
omitted. The missing pages and 
names caused a furore in the council 
and the plan was strongly conde¬ 
mned by the leader of the opposition 
in the council, Madan Lai Khurana. 
Says Khurana now: “The plan has 
been prepared by a development 
mafia in the DDA. Why has no plan¬ 
ning expert or elected member com¬ 
petent on the subject been involved 
in its preparation?” That the plan¬ 
ning function of the DDA has been 
undermined and that the DDA was 
not singularly capable of both plan¬ 
ning and executing the master plan 
were pointed out by experts and 
architects. 

The DDA continues to be over- 
ambitious in spite of the declared 
failure to achieve the targets of the 
first plan. There is a yawning gap in 
the targets DDA set for itself and the 
results it has shown. Instead of the 
4.5 lakh dwelling units to be built by 
it in the first plan period, it has 
constructed only 86,000 units. The 
latest approved plan is for construct¬ 
ing dwelling units measuring be¬ 
tween 20-25 sq. ft. Such units will 
only further the DDA’s reputation of 
making the city hito a planned ghet¬ 
to. There are other examples. Instead 
of the 40,000 acres of land to be 
acquired by the DDA till 1984, only 
11,050 acres have been acquired. 
Instead of the 29,800 acres to be 


HEALTH 

The Right to K now 


C onsumers can play a crucial role 
in getting their governments to 
adopt rational and meaningful 
health policies. This is a central 
theme in a new booklet. Drugs and 
World Health: An International 
Consumer Perspective (1984), pub¬ 
lished by the Health Action Inter¬ 
national (HAI). Written by Charles 
Medawar (of social audit fame), 
whose earlier exposes on MNC drug 
policies have hit world headlines, 
this little layman’s handbook spells 
out how ordinary people (the ones 
at the receiving end of health and 
drug policies) can exercise vigi¬ 
lance and compel the powerful 
combine of the business-medical- 
government establishment to im¬ 
plement drug policies truly aimed 
at achieving “health for all.” 

Summarising the basis of the 
world health-and-drugs scene, 
Medawar says that restricting drug 
production to the 200-odd in the 
WHO essential drugs list, should be 
the first step. “Health for all de¬ 
pends on fewer drugs being used 
less often.” Stressing the consum¬ 
er’s right to know,’ as the basis for 
ail health action, the author writes; 
“Policies which encourage consum¬ 
ers (individually or collectively) to 
make better use of medicines up¬ 
hold several basic democratic 
rights.” These include the right to 
health, to information, to protec¬ 
tion from malpractices, and parti¬ 
cipation in decision making. A pa¬ 
tient’s ‘informed consent’ to treat¬ 
ment means a right to information 
about drugs and their side-effects, 
which is often withheld or dis¬ 
torted. Conceding that direct re-, 
sponsibility for the appropriate use 
of medicines rests mainly with 
health care professionals, govern¬ 
ment and drug firms, Medawar in¬ 
sists that consumers can and should 


“check, test and stimulate decision¬ 
making done in their name.” 

The booklet gives a checklist of 
‘questions to doctors’ to which 
answers are the patients’ right— 
what and how, how important, what 
side-effects and how long? The 
health movement of the 1980s, has 
already demanded this right to in¬ 
formed self-care and drug informa¬ 
tion and aims at breaking down the 
present elitist preserve of informa¬ 
tion. However, patients have tradi¬ 
tionally been discouraged from 
asking questions—which is the 
reason why they are ill-informed. 
Prescribers have held on to their 
so-called clinical freedom’ which 
means the right not to have to 
explain or justify what drugs they 
prescribe and why. How then would 
consumers be able to fulfil their 
right to know? 

This is where organisations like 
HAI come in The HAI is part of the 
International Organisations of Con¬ 
sumer Unions which initiates re¬ 
search and action on issues like 
drugs, pesticides, baby foods etc, 
and argues the consumer’s case. 
The HAI lobbied actively on the 
essential drugs issue at the last 
World Health Assembly in Geneva 
and is currently engaged in creat¬ 
ing awareness and initiatives for 
implementing basic drugs policies 
in all Third World countries. The 
present booklet is part of this effort 
to de-mystify medical knowledge 
and to make the basic drugs move¬ 
ment a truly people’s movement. 
This, incidentally is very much in 
tune with the WHO's own state¬ 
ment that people have both a right 
and duty to pa>'ticipaie in the plan¬ 
ning and implementation of health 
care programmes. 

Vkmal BalaatibratHaanyan, 

Beeundarabad 
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, developed, a mere 16,000 acres have 
been developed. 

In some respects, the DDA has 
been the worst enemy of the master 
plan. It has allowed,evenencouraged 
violations of the master plan and 
alterations of the land use of prize 
real estate. Interestingly, the head¬ 
quarters of the DDA, is itself an 
example of such violations. The 20- 
storeyed building allegedly exceeds 
the floor area ratio permissible in the 
zone. It also lacks the required clear¬ 
ance for fire and safety. The Indrap- 
rastha power station, which is largely 
responsible for making Delhi one of 
the three most polluted capitals of 
the world is still not shown in the 
second plan as a power station. 

The DDA has permuted the “land 
use” for several hotel projects (in¬ 
cluding Hotel Meridian) to be 
changed from residential to commer¬ 
cial. Hundreds of acres of land 
marked “green” in the master plan 
have been acquired and construction 
started. Retired government offi¬ 
cials, bureaucrats and prominent 
politiciansiown' farm houses on this 
i landj The DDA has turned a deaf 
! ear to all protests and no cognisance 
has been taken of this fact even in 
the second Perspective Plan. 

“The DDA has failed to learn from 
the mistakes it made in the first plan 
and is taking Delhi towards a trauma 
of development,” said Sayed Sahfi, 
former chief planner and a UN ex¬ 
pert on town planning. He pointed 
out that the DDA which does not 
have a planning member on its staff 
has proposed in its Perspective Plan 
some modifications without taking 
note of the lacunae of the first—the 
Institute of Town and Country Plan¬ 
ning had, according to him, advo¬ 
cated a review of the master plan in 
February 1973 but the report was 
never examined by the government. 
■Other reports, including one of the 
Estimates Committee of Parliament 
have suggested suitable modifica¬ 
tions of the plan, but the DDA had 
independently made its decisions. 
The Perspective Plan has proposals 
like reintroducing tram services in 
the walled city and the construction 
of a large slaughter house in the 
crowded Shahadra colony. The plan 
is to be passed by the works and 
housing ministry soon after the DDA 
has examined all the objections put 
up by the public on the proposed 
plan, presently on display at Vikas 
Minar. Modifications in the plan are 
likely to be made in the Perspective 
Plan before it is finalised But whatev¬ 
er be the changes, the new plan for 
Delhi will hardly be the best way of 
planning the capital. 
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NEWS 

BHUTAN 

^HGood Fi^d^ 

But India is no longer the only friend 


D uring his recent trip to Delhi. 

King Jigme Singye Wangchuk 
stated categorically that relations be 
tween India and his kingdom were 
“ideal.” King Jigme emphasised that 
the two neighbours shared “com¬ 
plete understanding and trust on all 
issues of mutual concern and in¬ 
terest.” The King also recalled the 
late Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s memorable trek to Bhutan in 
19.68 from which time Bhutan began 
its efforts towards modernisation. It 
was Nehru’s support and encourage¬ 
ment which made Bhutan’s planned 
economic development possible. 

However, unlike the past when the 
kingdom’s internal politics and inter¬ 
national policies were identical with 
India’s, there has been a change in 
the,nation’s attitudes. There has be¬ 
gun a search for an identity, which 



reflects a nation’s self-confidence 
and sophistication. “We know what 
we want and we know how to get it” 
is the message Thimpu is now getting 
across. The major point the kingdom 
now stresses is that “yesterday’s 
equations” are no longer relevant 
and it prefers to open as many win¬ 
dows to the world as it feels neces¬ 
sary. 

The regime’s attitude towards the 
1949 Indo-Bhutan treaty of perpetual 
peace and friendship is a pointer. 
Under the treaty’s terms, Bhutan 
enjoys complete freedom in internal 
matters but is obliged to act on 
India’s advice regarding the conduct 
of international affairs. At the time 
of Nehru’s visit to Paro, in Bhutan, it 
was understood that “while India 
would protect her (Bhutan’s) internal 
independence, she could, not be inde¬ 


pendent in the international sense of 
the term.” The Himalayan kingdom 
now appears to be taking a different 
view of the issue. 

Bhutan’s continual dialogues with 
China in an effort to get the border 
question resolved are a significant 
point. The 1949 treaty evidently does 
not offer the kingdom any scope for 
such initiatives in matters of foreign 
policy. But such dialogues lend cre¬ 
dence to the report that it no longer 
holds the 1949 treaty as sacrosanct as 
the previous regimes did. Though 
Bhutan has not made such a state¬ 
ment, it is believed that she is in¬ 
terested in a revision of the 1949 
Indo-Bhutan treaty. Indeed, New De¬ 
lhi is in for an unpleasant surprise if 
it believes that Thimpu still wel¬ 
comes the 1949 treaty as the most 
effective guarantee of its 
sovereignty. 

The Bhutanese government’s j 
thinking about its economic develop- ; 
ment also places in perspective its 
understanding of its expectations 
from India. For instance, the king¬ 
dom’s Fifth Six-year Plan (1981-87) 
aims at a total expenditure of Rs 
433.8 crores, of which India is com¬ 
mitted to contribute Rs 134 crores. It 
may be recalled that India bore the 
entire financial burden of the king 
dom’s First Six-yeaf Plan. Over 75 
per cent of the finances for the next 
three plans were put up by India. 
Again, the message is clear: Bhutan 
can fend for itself. 

As the Fifth Plan explained,“the 
reduction in the quantum of India’s 
contribution to the Fifth Plan was to 
be expected as more and more inter¬ 
national donors are likely to contri¬ 
bute to Bhutan’s development efforts 
besides the increase in its own inter¬ 
nal resources.” Nearly 43 per cent of 
the plan’s projected expenditure will 
be provided as aid by Australia, 
Japan.-Switzerland, 13 multinational 
aid agencies and two voluntary orga¬ 
nisations, a fact which disproves that 
Bhutan is reconciled to its 1949 
treaty. 

It would be wrong, however, to 
conclude that King Jigme was less 
than forthright when he observed in 
May 1983 that his kingdom “did not 
want diplomatic over-extension just 
for the sake of it." For, he made it 
clear that Bhutan would be looking 
for “those ties that were helpful and 
necessary.” 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Useful Role 

O f the three filmstars 
who were elected to 
Parliament last December, 
only one seems keen to 
make her presence felt. At 
the two-day AICC(I) meet¬ 
ing held in New Delhi on 4 
and 5 May, it was Vyajan 
thimala Bali, the Congres- 
s(l) MP from Madras, who 
stole the thunder, while 
both Amitabh Bachchan 
and Sunil Dutt, the party 
MPs from Allahabad and 
Bombay South, were con¬ 
spicuous by their absence 
Dutt pleaded “other en¬ 
gagements” in his consti¬ 
tuency and Bachchan, who 
was supposed to attend 
the second day’s proceed¬ 
ings, disappointed his 
admirers by nut showing 
up at all But the presence 
of the glamorous actress- 
turned-MP was consola¬ 
tion enough’ Congress 
woikeis followed hei 
around and besieged her 
foi dutogiaphs Eventual¬ 
ly, there were unruly 
scenes every now and 


Justice for All 

T here was nothing unex¬ 
pected about Praful 
lachandra Natvarlal Bhag- 
wati’s elevation to the 
highest seat of justice in 
the world’s largest demo¬ 
cracy; even before he was 
appointed the ‘Chief Jus¬ 
tice designate’ of the Sup 
reme Court, many had 
known him to be the natu 
ral choice foi the hon 
oured post. Justice Bhag- 
wati’s appointment comes 
as the climax of an illust¬ 
rious career in the bar and 
then the bench. After 
practising for long in Bom¬ 
bay, in July 1960 he be 
came a judge and in 1967 
Chief Justice of the Gu¬ 
jarat High Court before 
coming to the Supreme 
Court in 1973. Justice Bha- 
wati’s elevation is signifi¬ 
cant because of his in¬ 
terest in using the law to 
the advantage of the poor 
and downtrodden. Since 
his recent judgements 
have also shown him to be 
against the death penalty. 



Vyjayanthimaia Bali 

then partymen hunting for 
autographs had to be 
shooed away from the en¬ 
closure inside Talkatora 
Stadium where she was sit¬ 
ting Mrs Bali has proved 
herself, too. After five 
months as a parliamenta¬ 
rian, politicians of both 
the ruling party and 
opposition are impressed 
with her abilities as a de¬ 
bater Messrs Dutt and 
Bachchan, on the other 
hand, have been compara¬ 
tively silent on the floor of 
the house 



True Grit 

S hocked disbelief was 
the instant reaction of 
Flying Officer Hari 
Kumar, 24, when he disco¬ 
vered that the throttle of 
the LAF Ajeet fighter to 
which he was strapped, 
thousands of feet up in he 
air, had shut. Suddenly, it 
was obvious: he had an 
engine failure. Was there 
anything he could do at 
all? The answer Hari gave 
himself in the face of this 
impending disaster made 
the split second difference 
between survival and 
catastrophe. The next mo¬ 
ment, the officer’s rigor¬ 
ous training at the lAF’s 
ninth squadron took 
charge and his reflexes 
built up on the lessons he 
had learnt in combat- 
oriented control: he had to 
fly a disabled aircraft with 
a dead engine. 

Ejection from the crip¬ 
pled aircraft would have 
been the easiest decision 
at that moment. But as he 
was flying over a densely 
populated aica, Hari ruled 
it out. Bailing out would 



Flying Officer Hari Kumar- 


have also meant the aban¬ 
donment and destruction 
of the precious fighter. 
Han coaxed the defective 
machine slowly on to the 
runway. Afewexcruciating 
minutes later he was spot¬ 
ted by the Jamnagar base 
air traffic control tower, 
which had been informed 
of the emergency situa¬ 
tion. Han jumped trium¬ 
phantly from the coexpit 
and looked back at the 
fighter he had just saved 
in a daring battle with 
death. 


Author Extraordinary 

T he plane from the Un- liant 
ited States landed at Ramai 


Ghief Justice Bhagwnti 

It would be interesting to 
see how he deals with the 
trial fur tne assassination 
of Mrs Gandhi. Justice 
Bhagwati is also known to 
be against the arbitrary 
transfer of ludges and was 
responsible for introduc 
ing the system of socio- 
legal inve.stigations (Uke 
the famous inquiry into 
the conditions of bonded 
latour in the country). But 
his unique gift to 
India’s judici^ system is 
the practice of hearing 
cases on mere letters of 
complaint 


I ited States landed at 
dawn and by 6.00 am wri¬ 
ter-philosopher Raja Rao 
(The Serpent and the 
Rope, The Cat and 
Shakespeare, Kanth- 
apura) was strolling in 
Lodhi Gardens. He could 
have been in a time 
machine: “1 felt the atmos¬ 
phere of the Mahabharata; 
India has not changed for 
the last 4,000 years.” The 
writer, now based in Texas 
after decades in Paris, is 
an annual visitor to India. 
This time he has come 
with a heavy brown man’s 
burden: his three-volume 
novel. The first volume 
called The Chess Master 
and his Moves is 850 pages 
long. The second and third 
volumes are: Daughter of 
the Mountain and A Myro- 
balan in the Palm of vour 
Hand. This magnum opus 

— 30 years in the making 

— is inspired by the bril- 


liant mathematician 
Ramanujan However, it 
also has the fragrance and 
gist of Raja Rao’s life. The 
author has placed himself 
at the junction where phy¬ 
sics and philosophy bump 
into each other: There are 
encounters between and a 
Brahmin a rabbi, between 
an Algerian revolutionary 
and a Gandhian. Rao, 
ever-elegant with tapering 
slim fingers and eyes 
which gaze unblinkingly, 
comes with the message 
that “the West is sinking.” 
Gandhi-smisthe only hope, 
and India the only hope 
for the future as the other 
gods, communism and 
capitalism have failed. 
Metaphysics apart, the au¬ 
thor is known for his views 
on the western woman: 
“America is full of women 
who are half-women and 
liSlf-men hence the confu¬ 
sion: war is caused by un¬ 
fulfilled men and women.” 
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VARIETY/Science 


Microscope That Sees Atoms 

A nd now a microscope 
that can even see 
atoms In the United 
States, a new microscope 
capable of magnifying an 
object 300 million times is 
giving scientists the first 
view of the atoms that 
make up the surface of 
ordinary objects The in 
strument uses a newly discovered phenomenon, electron 
tunneling, to make a picture of surface topography in 
such detail that every atom is a bluired ball or a bump 
“What we’re seeing is absolutely remarkable,” said Gerd 
Binnig, one of the developers of the method at the IBM 
Zurich Reseairh laboratory, where the first devices 
were built 


Clever Ants 



A Dangerous Habit 


M aniuana is veiv harmful for the reproductive 
system it particularly affects the offspiing ot 
pregnant women who smoke it According to Dr 
Amarendhra Kumar of Tufts University School of Medi 
cine in Boston, USA, “Smoking marijuana during pre 
gnancy might cause irievetsible damage to those cells in 
the (foetus) brain which contiol the female gonads ” In 
an experiment. Dr Kumar gave newborn female rats the 
equivalent of two to 20 maniuana cigarettes’ worth of 
tetrahydrocannabinol or THC marijuana’s active ingre 
dient, during each of then first five days of life 1 he rats 
never developed normal female cycles and at ten months 
they had abnoimally low levels of a chemical that 
triggers the pituitary gland to help make ovaries pro 
duce eggs In another research, Syed Hussain at the 
University of North Dakota found that the THC equiva 
lent of as few as two and a half marijuana cigaiettes a 
day for 15 days damaged the processing of energy rich 
sugars in the testicles of young adult male rats 

Life-saving Technique 


D octors in Northern Ire 
land have discovered 


Boland have discovered 
that It IS possible to assess 
a premature baby’s i 

chances of suivival by j 

listening to its heaitbeats V T? 

during the fust few hours f J 

of life The present test J i 

programme, due to be 

completed in three years’ U. 1..11 .. , n ■ 1 —■- 

time, will help in identifying babies at risk within three 
hours of their birth 

All healthy human heaits have a variation in beats If 
the beat rate is too regular this is usually a danger sign 
But special equipment is required to measure this 
v<aridbility Amplified sensors are placed on the chests of 
the premature babies as they he in their incubators 
These are connected to a recorder The heart rates are 
recorded on a 24 hour cassette tape and then fed into a 
mini computer which translates the pattern of the heart 
beat variation From this the medical team can quickly 
tell if a baby is suffeiing from respiratory disease and 
take remedial action 


L arge black ants that .' " " "" . 

live around Bangalore _ _ 

have hit upon an ingenious 
device of harvesting dew, 
according to a Harvai d sci / 
entist, Mark W Moffett 

The five hot months of the m i 1 Ij 

year pass with hardly any / /^T^ic yy* 

lain Light dew often ^ J } 

forms early in the morning . . . .. . — — 

but evaporates in one to three hours Around the 
entrances of the underground colonies the ants pile 
feathers and dead ants At night, considerable moisture 
condenses in the piles As they leave the nest for their 
daily work, the ants spend two to 15 minutes sipping 
from this reservoir 


Lucina: The Asteroid With a Moon 

A reseatch in France has shattered a longstanding 
belief in astronomy It was pieviously thought that 
only planets had moons Now, u seems, the asteroid 
Lucina an object only 150 kms across also has a tiny 
moon The observations made at the Meudon Observa 
toiy m France indicate that the moon is about 5 7 km u 
diametei about the size of centia! Pans Iht astionom 
ers lean Arloi and his colleagues observed it while 
attempting to monitoi the passage of Lucina over the 
face ot a distant stai which it was expected 10 shadow 
But the shadow did not pass over Meudon it followed a 
line lunning roughly west to east through Lisbon, 
Barcelona and just north of Rome Nevertheless, the 
Meudon astionomers did see an occullation of the star 
two minutes aftei the mam body passed over observ ator 
les in Spain 


Chimpanzees Can Count Too 

I n 'apan a five yeai old 
chimpanzee has been 

taught to count According - J © Q ) 

to an account of his woik Ik / '\ 

in Sature Dr Tetsuro Mat j J 

suzawa of the Primate Re V / / I 

seaiih Institute at Kyoto ‘ 

Univeisitv lapan, trained J 

the chimpanzee called Ai ^ 

to use Arabic numerals to " 

name the number of items which were shown to it in a 
display window The ape identified the objects by a set 
of illuminated keys on a keyboard connected to a 
computer system Dr Matsuzawa states that the animal 
successfully identified six Arabic numbers bv selecting 
from the keyboard the numeral that was appropriate to 
the number of objects it was shown In addition the 
chimpanzee provided the appropriate colour name and 
categoiv label for some 300 sample types 

In the experiment, a researcher presented a sample of 
Items to the ape in the display window, for example, 
three red pencils A switch was also pressed to light a set 
of numeric keys on the keyboard Correct and incorrect 
choices were followed by different sounds, and a reward 
ot a piece of apple or raisin for a correct selection 
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VARIETY/^undayweek 


BEGINNING 26 MAY 1985 BY AMRITLAL 





I 


ARIES (15 April—14 May) A 

week of mixed fortunes lies 
l.ahead of you On the piotes 
sional front some of your 

_colleagues will be working to 

embarrass you You will also incur the 
displeasure of your superiors exeicise 
restraint in dealing with such a situation 
Your deteriorating health will add to your 
worries However this s a good period for 
lovers This is al >o the ideal t me to settle 
legal disputes 
Gpoil datas 30 31 and 1 
Lucky numbers t 3 and 4 
Favourable direction South west 


TAURUS (IS May—14 June) 

The period partiuhih 
good for prufes''! rnj' i J 
businessmen Do mt wis'e 
time on bor 3l s ng and push 
your efforts to thr utmost Student' w II 
also benef I from Ih s lucky pin >r A 
pleastiif tup that you were lorrk ng torvrard 
to IS n thf offing However the dome'-tic 
front w II (iu=,e cone ern Thr f n inr di tiont 
IS equally ri sheirter nr, yo i m iv h wr tc 
borrow n mey 
Good dates ?6 27 and 26 
Lucky numbers > i a i t 
Favourable direction Norih 




GEMINI (15 June-t4 July) ''h ^ 

^ j lurky vjeck for tho < r 
love and r tend no to y t 
rnarr ed ' i ir I nane il pro, 
pects hr k brght hut d( imt 
w ijte mone y on tr e r j 1 h ^ week yoi w II 
r ome r lonlj twthan r fluent Jl pt rsor 
do not hr.,late to i>eek td^oui'' A leqa 
d spute whrli v.a'" bother ng yt/u w II ' 
solved in your favour But those abovt tl i 
age of 4b sh uid be nreful abou' tne r 
health and de 
Good dates 28 29 and 30 
Lucky numbers 4 b and 7 
Favourable direction hast 


CANCER (15 July-t4 August) 

This IS not a bad week tor 
prefesbionalo but they should 
desist from taking hasty doc 
sions regarding their career 
Businessmen should be wary ol dr copt on 
Artists and writers will prosper dur ng Ihis 
phase The domestic and finannal front will 
not cause concern Ttie period is also 
favourable for love and matr mon al nego 
tiations Your health will improve markedly 
but avoid spicy food 
Good datfls 26 28 and 30 
Lucky oumbers 6 7 and 9 
Favourable direction South 





LEO (15 August—14 Septem¬ 
ber) The week is extremely 
lucky for those in service a 
promotion or a posting to a 
place of your choice cannot 
be ruled out Businessmen will also bag 
lucratve deals this week Students are 
advised to make full use of the opporiun 
ties that come Iheir way The domestic 
front will remain peaceful and your financial 
prospects will look up But do not neglect 
your health or diet 
Good dates 27 29 and 31 
Lucky numbers 2 3 and 7 
Favourable direction West 


VIRGO (IS September—14 
'~1 October) The stars are not m 
your favour this week be on 
I I your guard and deal with 
people diplomat cdlly Al 
hen p thf tieulth of your wife or children will 
t other you The t nanr lal front w II add lo 
your worries Th s is also a bleak period for 
lovers postpone marriage plan^ Mos* of 
your efforts will be fru'tratod by friends and 
reldtve, Avod underiak ng lourneys this 
wi'c k 

Good dates 27 iO and 3t 
Lucky numbers 1 5 md 6 
Favourable direction S auth east 

LIBRA (15 October—14 
November) Part es md soc jl 
engagements w li keep yQ*i 
occupied this week but do 
not overdn n yourself as this 
w I h ive in adverse effect on your hea'th 
Busnessmen and piofessionals w II make 
iteady progress sun ess is n store for 
''portsmen too The domes! c and f riai c al 
Ironi w I ren in nsprrig Your health wl 
improve Butthp s r ol i very br ght week 
tor over5 

Good dates 2 b 27 mu to 
Lucky numbers^ 2 4 md 5 
Favourable direction North west 


SCORPIO (15 Novembbr—14 
December) Cres ve art ds 
wrtei'- and spor'smtn will 
lind th s pel p-i favourable If 
you have lego jroblems per 
N rung to (loperty th p s the deal t mt to 
pursuf them A sh irt Ir p towards the 
n ddle of the week r n the ofling Howev 
(. r th s s not a good phase tor ‘■er>, cc men 
Eusriessmen lo 'hould avo d under! ik 
ir g I naric ally r >Ky vimlures Watch your 
h I'alth closr ly 
Good dates 29 ft )nd t 
Lucky numbers 2 4 and 5 
Favourable direction East 





SAGHTTARIUS (15 Dacembar— 
14 January) This is a lucky 
week particularly for stu¬ 
dents some of you may get 
chances to study abroad onn 
reputed institutions Those employed in the 
public sector will also find this period 
favourable But this is not a good week for 
businessmen you may lose heavily if you 
are careless Lovers are advised to avoid 
unnecessary tiffs Keep a sharp eye on 
your health 

Good dates 27 ?8 and 29 
Lucky numbers i 6 and 7 
Favourable direction South 


CAPRICORN (IS January—14 
February) Success on all 
fronts IS a certainty lo you 
thi' week Professionals 'All 
make steady headway „ i le 
businessmen wll bag 'ucratve ronlmcts 
On the financial front gams through unex 
pected sourc es are nd cated Al home 
your children will rorrie out with 'ying 
colour 3 n rompetitions giving you a lot ot 
pleasure Th s is also the ideal time tor love 
and mairiage negotiations 
Good datas 26 30'and ft 
Lucky numbers b 7 and 8 
Favourable direction North east 


AQUARIUS (15 February—14 
March) ^ h s si week of 
m xed foitunes Consult a 
doctor at the ''ligtilest nd ca 
lion of illie^s negligence 
may lead to complicatior' i overs will find 
this week disa))po ni ng consult eldes be 
fore taking cruc al dec s i n*- However 
students w II find thi | -“r od favourable 
Thr phaot v equally exci ng tor business 
men and profess on ils A letter will bring 
good tidings 

Good dates 27 it and i 
Lucky numbers 2 f and 6 
Favourable direction West 


VN PISCES (15 March—14 April) 

Despite looses on the fnan 
cial iiont busirtessnien and 
' profess onals wili make 
.iCii-' steady progress Sportsmen 
ana wr ters w II he rewarded lor their 
dedicat an The demeste front will lemam 
inspiiing A short trip is n the offing A 
pleasant surprise iwaits vnu s' the end ol 
the week I overs can go ahead with 
marriage pi m But keep a v g larit eye on 
youi health and diet 
Good dates 26 29 and 1 
Lucky numbers 7 8 and 9 
Favourable direction North 




Foi those born between 15 April and 14 May 

You ire sp r led and tntfiusiashc in your appio cli New Ihoi ght»and schemes excite you and you tiave a strong dc sire to explore 
tho unkno rn You do not hesitate lo undr ri ike c halleng ng assignments but you have very little patience unexpected hurry to 
achieve the d'' > n:U lesulis (lustiaie-. mosi ol yaur efforts Mo^t of you are ilso soc al by laiure and you love to be surioundedby 
friends ar d it lal ves Women bum dur ng Ih per ud iie usually adventurous and they hate to live a cloistered I fe 
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This India 



CALICUT: Three tipsy tuskers danced 
their hearts out on the Nilambur Guda- 
lur main road at Nadukanichuram on 
the Kerala-Tamil Nadu border on 1 
May blocking traffic for a time. The 
wild tuskers were drunk with illicit 
arrack stored by a bootlegger in the 
adjoining forest. A Tamil Nadu state 
excise party led by the Gudalur excise 
inspector, Mr Dharmaraj, had raided 
an illicit liquor den at Nadukanichur- 
ani and arrested Antony, a bootlegger. 
Antony led the party inside the adjoin¬ 
ing forest where he had stored the 
illicit stuff he made. As the excise men 
were examining the unearthed stocks, 
the three tuskers suddenly arrived on 
the scene. The police fled for their 
lives with the arrested bootlegger 
abandoning their jeep and 12 tins of 
the illicit brew. The tuskers, who had 
their fill of wine, were soon on the 
road dancing in high spirits bringing 
traffic to a standstill. By the time the 
excise party retuined from Gudalur 
town with reinforcements the revelry 
on the road had moved to the darkness 
of the deep jungles. The excisemen 
who went back to recover the liquor 
found that the wild revellers had con¬ 
sumed 11 tins of the illicit liquor— 
Indian Express (C.S. Bhimasena Rao, 
Guwahati) 

BANGALORE: The residents watched 
in disbelief when the cabinet minister 
in charge of urban development, Mr 
Lakshmisagar, accompanied by the 
city mayor, Mr M. L. Subburaj and 
armed with broomsticks, swept the 
streets of Mahalakshmipuram here on 
5 May. The programme, undertaken at 
the instance of the minister, who is 
also in charge of law and parliamen¬ 
tary affairs, attracted the attention of 
passers-by and soon a crowd collected. 
After sweeping the streets for a couple 


of minutes he exhorted the residents 
to voluntarily engage themselves in 
the “keep the city clean drive.” The 
s occasion was the celebration of the 
I first anniversary of the Clean India 
'' Campaign being promoted by the 
I Bangalore based Krishi Samskriti 
I Vidyakendra— The Hindu (C. S. N. 
u Murty, Bangalore) 

KAMPUR: Believe it or not, but 
according to one person at least the 
month of February in the years 1966, 
1967 and 1968 was of 30 or 31 days. 
The headmaster of the Bahakabari 
high school, Kampur, in his statement 
forms of some of his candidates men¬ 
tioned the dates of birth as 30-2-66, 
29 - 2 - 67 , 30-2-68 and so on. And accord¬ 
ing to the admit cards issued by the 
officer-in-charge, HSLC examination, 
Kampur centre, the dates of birth are 
also shown as forwarded by the head¬ 
master of the Bahakabari high school. 
According to this version, the year 
1967 was a leap year— The Assam 
Tribune (Jiten Das, Goalpara) 

UDHAGAMANDALAM:- Twenty col¬ 
lege students from Pondicherry were 
put to .shame foi eve-teasing at the 
Government Botanical Garden here. 
The students misbehaved with women 
tourists who had come in large num¬ 
bers. Mr S. Ramanathan, superinten¬ 
dent of police, Nilgiris, sent his men to 
round up the students. The delin¬ 
quents begged of the SP not to charge- 
sheet them. However, determined to 
reach them a le.sson, the ,SP made them 
march under police escort from the 
garden to Breeks school grounds, 
shouting, “We will not behave in a 
disorderly manner in future, we will 
not indulge in eve-teasing and we will 
not cause nuisance to the public.” A 
large number of tourists at the garden 
and on the roads had a hearty laugh— 
The Hindu (Kanga Gengaimuthu, 
Aruppukottai) 

NEW DELHI: A pictorial album of the 
presidents of the Congress party re¬ 
leased on -S May. on tne eve of the 
inauguration of the party’s centenary, 
has at least three shocking bloomers. 
A picture of Patfabhi Sitaramayya has 
■oeen captioned as K. Kamaraj. Jawa- 
harlal Nehru h.'s been credited with 
iwo terms as president while he was 
actually president thrice, 1929-31, 
j.935-37 and 1951-55. Mr Kamlapati 
Tripathi is missing from the galaxy of 
presidents. He was for a brief period 
the president in 1978 after Mr B. 
Brahmananda Reddy. The album has 
been published by the Articles and 
Publication Division of the AICC(I)— 
Deccan Herald (N. Mohan, Bangalore) 




Without Comment 


If they want to build 24 storeys, 
they are welcome to do it, pro¬ 
vided the municipal laws permit 
it—Rajiv Gandhi, asserting that 
the SGPC was welcome to demol¬ 
ish and rebuUd the Akal Takht 

As far as Bengal is concerned, you 
I need a lot of philosophy—Arun 
Nehru in The Telegraph 

There should be a separate Par¬ 
liament for Bengal—I^it Maken 

To me he (Rajiv Gandhi) seems 
like a one-word wonder, a word¬ 
less speechless wonder because 
he never seems to have anything 
to say—Rani Jethmalani in Savvy 

Small irritations can always be 
removed—Baba Joginder Singh, 
on the resignations of Sant Lon- 
gowal and Prakash Singh Badal 
from the Akali Dal, in The Hin¬ 
dustan Times 

In China the trade unions train 
workers to be patriotic, whereas 
in India the communist trade un¬ 
ions have turned them into a 
privileged class—Subrata 
Mukherjee in The Telegraph 

There i.s no use comparing me 
with (N. T.) Rama Rao, who has a 
different halo around him—that 
of a cine artiste...! am just a social 
reformist. Social reformists don’t 
have a halo—Bal Thackeray, Shiv 
Sena chief, in Bombay 

Newspapers and government 
media can’t think beyond cricket 
...The excess of everything is 
bad—R.K. Jaichandra Singh, un¬ 
ion minister of state for sports, in 
Weekend Review 



I don’t know anyone in the world 
who is used to demonstrations 
more than I am. They don’t bother 
me—Ronald Reagan, on his reac¬ 
tion to anti-American demonstra¬ 
tions in Europe, in Time 
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TWICE 

AS MANY MEN 

USE 

SILVER PRINCE 
NOW THAN 
EVER BEFORE! 




Silver Prince The stainless blade that has almost doubled its loval following 
And no wonder' Men get more shaves, closer shaves, smoother shaves 
from each Silver Prince Stainless Blade 



PRINCE 

FOR MORE SHAS/ES. 
SMOOTHER SH/J/ES. 


A MALHOTRA OUAl (TV PROCXX.T 


impressions‘3086 






VARIETY 




Th« logic of choM it not ai caat-nun as 
ona might imagine If m today's game 
Speelman hed foreseen 18 P-RS* he would 
have undoubtedly retreated 17 N-B2 
end been crushed, whereas had his 
opponent anticipaied Speelmsn's 23rd 
move he in turn would have resorted to 23 
K-N1 and duly won Thus Polugaevsky’s 
error cost him the point which Speelman s 
oversight gamed A raw deal for 'Polu' but 
a tempestuous game 
White L Polugaevsky Black J Speel 
man Nimzo-lndian Derence London 1984 


1 P-Q4 

ltM(B3 

2P-OB4 

P-K3 

3N-I(B3 

P-QN3 

4N-83 

B-NS 

80-B2 

B-N2 

6P-QR3 

BxN-i^ 

7QxB 

P-OR4 

8 P-QN3 Ml 

9P-4C3 

P-Q3 

ioa-Q3 

QN-Q2 

11B-N2 

o-ia 

12 Ml 

N-XS 

1 13 0-82 

P-4(B4 

14IMCII 



I Black's set-up is well known and relies on 
' the oeneration of a kingside attack by 
R-B3-N3 or R3 supported by minor piece 

C lay Polugaevsky'^s move starts an am 
Itious and farsighted plan to thwart 
' Black's play at its inception 
14 Q-N4 1SB-81I 

A fine move, taking one step back as a 
I preparation f ortaking several leaps forward 
' 15 0-N3 16 P-B3 N-N4 

I 17 P-KR4II 

I Another brilliant concept After 17 



C'm ss 


SpeelmenlBleck) to move 


I Polimam’sky (White) 

N-B2 18 I nN 4 loiloweu by N-N2 B ock 
will be engulfed 
17 N-K5I7 

Half genius, half desperation The idea is 
, 18 PxN PxP 19 B-K2 0-N6 when White is 

strangely disoiganised, but Polugaevsky 
I finds a finesse 

I 18 P-4t5l QxRP 19 PxN PxP 

20 BxP RxR-r 21 KxR R-B1 r 

22B-B3 

Not at once 22 K-N1 Q-RB' 23 BxB QxN+ 

I 24 K-R2 R-B8 

22 P-K4 23IC-K27 DIAGRAM 

Paradoxically the delayed 23 K-N1 would 
have left Black vK ’Uv without com 


I pensation, but as played he walks into a 
chamber of horrors 

' 23 RxBI 24 PxR IMCBI 

I Despite his extra rook White suddenly hea 

I terrible problems 

25 P-Q6 PxP-r 26 NxP N-K4 

' 27a-K4 B-B1 28B-Q2 B-84 

29 0-94 NxN 

Disaster has struck The knight cannot be 
recaptured because of B-NS, thus 
leaving the white king at the mercy of 
Black's minor pieces 

30P-K4 N-«4-f 31K-81 B-R6-I' 


1 32K-N1 

a-N3-f 

SSRealgna 

Mating attack 



White Didishko Black Litvinov Grunfe'd 

1 Defence 




1 P-Q4 

N-KB3 

2P-QB4 

P-KN3 

! SIMMS P-Q4 

4 PxP 

NxP 

1 5P-K4 

NxN 

6 PxN 

B-N2 

7B-QB4 

0-0 

8N-K2 

P-OB4 

90-0 

Q-82 

10B-B4 

P-K4 

11 BxP 

BxB 

12PxB 

OxP 

13B-Q5 

N-B3 

14 P-KB4 

0-62 

15P-BS 

0-K4 

16 0-02 

PxP 

1 17N-N3 

PxP 

18QR-K1 

B-K3 

19 BxKP 

QR-Q1 

20 0-81 

R-04 

21Q-R6 

Raaigna 




I MIC I'At-l AN 



I 

BkIIXiI 


! The Langs Supreme Trophy, tor which 
I only players below a modest rank in the 
master point scheme are eligible, was 
contested by 166 teams this year in the 
London area This is a tribute to the 
I excellent work of two members especi 
ally of the London committee, and it also 
indicates the dislike that many hundreds of 
players feel for the wearisome conven 
tions that are allowed in open events 
The final was contested between the 
, tennis players from Queen s Club and the 
I lady golfers from the Royal Wimbledon 
Queen s led at half time but suffered a 
I reverse on the first board of the second 
' half 


Dealer North Game all 

♦ 1097 4 
»AK9643 

♦ A 10 

♦ 7 


# J 10 2 

♦ Q983 
4 J 10 6 5 



# 085 2 

me 

♦ J 7 5 
40 843 2 


# A K 6 
4Q87 

♦ K642 
4 A K 9 


Royal Wimbledon played in Six Hearts 
which IS lay down (though declarer 
mishandled the trumps ctueen first is 
correct) For Queens trir Leigh Howard a 
strong player with over 50 years ex 
perience drove to 7NT from the South 
side No doubt he thought that the 
opponents might press to even the match, 
and perhaps since he could count twelve 
top tucks he thought that one way or 
another he would come to a thirteenth 
''his could not be done as the cards lay, 
and It was the lady golfers who prevailed 
in the end 

TfiTji ‘ nlln;: 


QUESTIONS 

1 The American continents are named 
after which 15th century explorer'^ 

2 How IS South West Africa also 
known as'i 

3 In music what is a cadence^ 

4 What IS the Bessemer process'’ 

5 The Cretaceous Jurassic and Trias 
SIC ages on earth belong to which 
geological era'’ 

6 In which city have the Asian Games 
been held thrice’ 

7 What IS the currency of Venezuela’’ 

8 In medical terminology what is 
seborrhoea'’ 

9 Which radioactive element disco¬ 
vered by Madame Curie is named 
after her native land'’ 
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10 Name the English novelist (the au 
thor of Vdfflfv Fair) who was born in 
1811 in Calcutta 

11 Which country was tne irst to call 
Itself a welfare state'’ 

1 2 With which governor general in India 
IS the Permanent Settlement of Land 
Revenue asstmiated’ 

13 What do the mt als UNCTAD stand 
for'’ 

14 He was in the Indian Medical Ser 
vice won the Nobel Prize in 1902 
and discovered the Malana parasite 
Name him 


SSOU PIBUOb JIS t-t 

tueuidoieAea pue 
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lueoieio Aq pepeaq lueoiujaAoS 
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Aej 0 >(OBgi 8oeede>ieyy iubi||im 01 
puBiog iege uuniuoiog s 
linjpupp oi peei qoigiw spu8|6 
snoaoeqas aqt }0 A'lAiiopjaAQ 8 
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)( 0 >| 6 uea 9 
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TEASERS 


BY SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Wit Sharpener 


Mind Bender 


i! 



CX)i 


i b 







9 , 

9 ’ 

r 9 









imp'’ 




Ht’ie au' ten sets ot teething’ discs foi little b.ibies, I- - —--- 

with dilfeient paiteins on two discs ot one set. ' , i ■ ■ 

Can vou pill these ruins m the cite le above, so that two | "’f nnrseiv ihvmi' obieci.s i 

discs with the same pattern Kill adjacent to eai h othei I ^one item tioni luitnl eis 1 to 4 to 


Breakinn ot each set in two sepaiate discs is not .illowecl. 


; Hems c-acll tiom a to li 


Quickthink 


Eezy! 


] What time ot the day, when you looked at it upside 
' down, would read the same'-' 



Quizzbizz 


Kind two tactois of 1.000.000 such that neither of the 
factors contain a .^eio'-’ 


What’s in a Word 



1 call a 'positive' a ‘negative’ and a 'negative' a 
■positive' and 1 hai e one in my Jelt pocket and one in my 
right pocket. Then. 1 exchange what 1 had in my left 
pocket with the cme [ had in my right pocket. Then, 1 find 
that the one that was not in my left pocket was not a 
•positive' What was in my left pocket to start with? 


Missing Link 


How quickly can you find the length of AB? 


Fill in the three blanks with three consecutive letters 
from the alphabet to make a word connected with 
aeroplanes. 


SUNDAY 26 Mst>—t JuiWISBS 











TEASERS 


Word Play 


Cryp(ocross: 


This word maze will contain 12 words, when com¬ 
pleted, one lettei per space, reading in eithei clockwise 
or anti clockwise direction The clues to the words are 
given helow 

1. Variation of KUBIT-:, 

2 Soh'ran amuck, to be noble 
.1 does up 
4 vSuckled 

!) Where cakes are baked 

b. A small cake 

7. A scarlet sage flower. 

8 Indigenous 

Opposite of waning 
to dloiify 

11 My seat, taken around. 

12- I'lrst person, singular 


Figure it Out 


What’s in a Word: Sport. Crude, Noose, Print, Batch. 
Hasp. SCORCH 


Shape Sleuth; l)b8; llth.'i. Ill) c 6; 1V) c 7; V) d b: VI) 


rs P i? i: 

HI ITT ii hi 

liiHiiHiaiP is;s3i3iriip 

PiTirrpri m is 

iiH II ii 

S ?3 13 



im I? iHBip 
iiiniiiliiW B 


P. 


I;: v iu i .1 v: 



A A HI-: II LI, OO 

Can you figure out a living creature which begins with 
each of the pairs of letters given above'-' 


Solutions to last week’s Teasers: 

Witsharpener: (.'lock A shows 10 O’clock, Clock B shows 
4 O’clock: Clock C shows 4 O'clock; Clock 0 shows .1 j 
O'clock. ' 


Mindbender: 


'JJlUMJlSj 


Quick Think: l-'iom the units column, since C appears m 
the answer. A + B-IO Therefore there is a carrying 
figure of 1 in the lens criumn. I'lom this figure since B 
appears m tilt- answer. 1 + A + C IO and there is a 
canvitig figure of 1 in the hundreds column. This being 
so. the hundreds column is just like the tens and so there 
IS a carrying figure of 1 in the thousands, so that A l, B 9 
and C-8 The answer is 1998, 


Shape Sleuth (Page 77): 


SUNDAY 3S May-1 June 1 asS 
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Built to run on. 

So you don't get run down. 



• Heavy duty industrial model 

• Sturdy motor for long life 

• High air delivery 

• High suction power 

• Low noise level 

• Dynamically balanced blades 

• Optimum air displacement 

Installs Bajaj heavy duty Exhaust Fan. Ideal for 
factories, public and commercial buildings. 



Exhaust Fans 


InM 




BUY BEST 
BUY BAJAJ 


Hercs' BE-754 A 































VARIETY/Khaas Baat 


T he failure of Sbtvd ka 
/nsaa/has given the 
Jitters to Jackie Shroff, 
who was riding a high 
horse prior to its i elease 
Gone are the days when he 
lould dictate terms He 
had hired the man who 
was Rajesh Khanna’s 
secretary to look after his 
career lie had hiked his 
price and even demanded 
top billing Then this film 
on which he was depend 
mg so much failed to make 
much of an impact and 
lackie had to start think 
mg about hiscaieei all 
o\ er again Producers and 
disti ibuturs who consi 
dered him as a replatt 
merit to Amitdhh Bach 
(hdn are having sr cond 
thoughts now Will 1 iidh 
(wheichi CO slats vsilh 
Anti Kapooi i boost his 



M alicious gossip can 
sometimes wreak 
havoc on the personal 
lives of stars The latest 
one says that Rishi Kapout 
could not tolei ate his wife 
Ncetu Singh any longer 
and so their mai i lage was 
on the locks The story 
gamed momentum when 
Rishi was avsay m Sharjah 
and extended his stav 
even after the cric ket 
mail hes were ovei Not 
only were the couple up 
set but the entire Kapooi 
clan was m a state t)f ten 
Sion Things oecamc tleai 
onK when Rishi rt tumid 
and said “1 lealK don’t 
know how to leact to all 
this It is a cieation of 
somt one s wild imagina 
lion How i an I hi \ lie so 
iiastv to two people who 
ait happv lilt wav they 







Kishi kapoor viitim of malitinus gossip 


4 mtpam Kher is 
apparenilv pas* 


Poonam Dhlllon. unhappy experience with 3-D films 


apparenilv pass.iig 
till ough a Cl iicial phase 
tht-.tda\s His affair with 
a itiaintd woman who was 
once his tolleague in 
theatre is now the talk of 
the industiv and is damag 
mg his taieei Amipain de 
nitstht whoU stoiv and 
savs that It IS dtlibt latclv 
planted bv some of his 
fntnds who aie jialous ot 
him ‘ lean hate an altan 
with anv gill wli\ should 1 
tall roi hit and iiiiii het 
mamcdlilf’ said Arm 
pain, who h id dnoitt d his 
tiistwilt cvinbetoiehe 
lould maki it big 

T ill dirt iloi aititss 
husband witi ii am ot 
I \ Sas; and St t rn.i ait 
ti\ mg to It captuii 
Malav.ilam mil nia and 
ha\i suLittded to sonic 
ixtiiil Sttma aits in mos 
ol till mov II s that Sasi 
00 ells and insidcis sav 
tl it oiit lonuitioii Sasi 
SI !'■ bctoit piodiictis is 
that his wilt should plav 
tilt lead m till rnovits he 
diiects In Aniihandhani 
wtittin b\ unowned 
novelist Vasudeijn \aii 
Sasi rakes speiial caie to 
locus the spotlight on his 
wifeSeema I In camera 
linger^ dilibciatelv on 
Seema who plavs the sm 
ned against woman—a 
great jump indeed fiom 
the leg and cleavage roles 
she started with 


I t appi ais that 11) films 
and Poonatn Dhillon are 
not madt toi each othet 
She was vetv evciti d ab 
out het lolt ill S/ieesii 
Mahal a -i I) film which 
was laimciied soon after 
thi suict ss of ( hhota Che 
tan Ihcii disastei stiutk 
Ra / Sippv s SJin a ka In^aaf 
flopped misi I ably and 
Shtesh Ma/ial was the first 
film to be dropped 
Poonani lost a golden 
oppoitunirv wliiih could 
have worked wonders 

I t IS a sight to see Raai 
kiiinai (the eicentni 
actor) shooting with Pia 
kash Mt hi a, his bete 
iwin as his dirictor Raaj 
Kumai iiicidciitalh had 
in lulti d Pi akash Mehra 
oni ( hi I ef used to work 
with him because “hi puts 
too much oil m his hair ” 
He had turned down the 
leading man’s lole in 7an 
H'ti whiih was done ulti 
mately bv Amitabh Bach 
t ban ‘ I have for gotten the 
past bei ause 1 always had 
this ambition to direct 
Rad) Kumai one day.” Pra 
kash says 

S tardom has introduced 
haiba to star tantrums 
which she must control if 
she wishes to go far The 
credit for her stardom 
goes largely to Shabana 
Armi and her family, who 
found the potential in her 
and pi omoted her 


MJNMYMMty-UunolMS 
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DELHI DIARY 



I Nehru’s Legacy? 

T he Medical Council of 
India has threatened 
to deiecognise Pondicher 
rv’s lawaharlal Institute 
of Postgraduate Medical 
I Education and Research 
(jlPMER) Reason the 
I cential government run 
institute does not have 
enough teachers m the 
postgiaduate section 
I lApait from the All India 
Institute of Medical Scien 
ces (Delhi and Post gradu 
ate Institute of Medicine 
' Chandigaih, JIPMLR is 
the only institution in the 
south) The staff vacancies 
aie to be filled up bv per 
sonnel of the C entral 
Health Services an all 
India transferable tadie 
Since Pondicheiry is not 
toi sidertd to be a popular 
j posting mans faculty posi 
tions have bet n lying 
vacant for some time A > a 
result of the callousness of 
a section of tbt union 
health ministry an institu 
non dedicated to Jawahar 
I lal Nehru IS now facing tht 
I Ignominy of derecogni 
tion 


Unity Moves 

T he Congress (entenary 
veai IS being sought to 
bt used b\ a powerful sec 
Mon of the Congress 
(Socialist) to stage a com 
ehack to the mainstream 
Moves art afoot in the 
Sharad Pawai led party to 
loin the Congressfl ) In the 
■scheme tor merpei being 
discussed, it i<- belityed 
that Sharad Pawar at pie 
sent the leader of tht 
opposition in Maharashtra 
may be offered the chief 
ministeiship in plaie of 
Vasantdada Paul In the 
centre the tongress(S) 
with Its live membeis— 
three in the I ok Sabha 
and two in tht Raiya 
Sabha—may be offered a 
ministerial heith Two of 
the three Lok Sabha mem 
K IS being from tht south 
tin choice of a ministei 
fiom this faction if units 
takt s place ma> not be 
difficult 


Power Minister’s Blackout? 


Missing Stars 



Anin Nehru 


W here was Arun 
Kumar Nehru on 4 
and 5 May Ihe union 
minister of state foi power 
was not seen at the AlC 
C(I) session at the Talka 
tora stadium Though he is 
not an office beaier of the 
party anymore one would 
have expected his power 
ful presence at the Con 
gress session On 6 May 
when the centenary 
celebrations began Arun 
Nehru was not seen at the 
Indira Gandhi stadium 
Has he stopped taking in 


terest in party matters’ 
He has been unhappy over 
the wav the new Indian 
Youth Congress president 
was appointed It is well 
known that Arun Nehiu 
was opposed to the selec 
non of Anand Sharma as 
the lYC chief His tandi 
dates were Nirmal Khatn 
of Uttar Pradesh and 
Gurudas Kamat of Mahar 
ashtra Bur his obiections 
regarding Anand Sharma 
could not stop the youth 
leader from Himachal 
Pradesh (and the youngest 
member of tht House ol 
Elders the Raiya Sabha) 
from getting the appoint 
ment letter Anand Shai 
ma has been in tht Arun 
Singh camp since the bat 
tie loyal between tht two 
Aruns began His choice of 
tht right Arun way back in 
1982 (when Arun Singh 
moved into the Rajn Gan 
dhi team) has paid di 
vidends now 


Pranab’s Comeback 



Pranab Mukhtrjee 


P ranab Kumar Mukher 
lee has staged a tom 
ehack After Prime Minis 
ter Rajiv C.andhi had de 
scribed him as a ‘ goodv 
goodv” person in an inter 
view with St NDAS one had 
thought that the former 
finance minister had re 
ceded into the back 
ground But Mukheriec 
seems to enjoy the prover 
bial nine lives of a cat At 
first he was made the West 
Bengal PCC(I) president 
Then he was seen at the 
centre stage of the Con 
gress session, where he 
moved the economic re 


solution Within a few 
days of the AIC( meeting, 
Mukherjee s rehabilita 
tion became more evident 
when the post of the chair 
man of the State Rank of 
India, which had been 
lying vacant for ovei a 
year was filled up The 
choice of D N Ghosh an 
Indian Audit and Accounts 
Service officer who had 
served a long and disting 
uished spell in the depait 
ment of banking till some 
years ago, is seen in the 
bureaucracy as a victoiy 
for Pranab Mukherjee 
Ghosh, incidentally had 
been made the defence 
production secretary only 
recently Apparently de 
spite computerisation, the 
government could not 
make up its mind about 
how best to utilise Ghosh’s 
services and in the process 
the department of defence 
production saw one of the 
shortest secretarial te 
nures If Ghosh had to go 
to the SB, then could he 
not have been sent there 
three months back’ 



T he Member of Parlia 
ment from \llahabad 
Amitabh Bachchan was 
not seen at the first i\ei 
AICC session held since 
his entry in politics Neith 
ei was the MP from Bom 
bay Sunil Durt aioiind 
[Both these filmsiu 
I turned politicians chosf to 
^ absent thtmsehcs from 
' the parly meeting I wo 
othei stai politieians 
Sivan Ganesan and Vai 
javanthimala were o( 
Louisc present at the 
1 AICC session On the day 
the Congres' eentmaiy 
celebrations began Sunn 
Dutt was busy in Bombay 
I organising demonstrations 



Amitabh Bachehan 


, against video pii aev I ilm 
stars, after all, will be film 
stars, even if political star 
dom be thrust upon them 

TAILPIPCP Sharad 
Pawar has been allotted 
house No B4 near the 
Sachivalava in Bombay 
This was till recently occu 
pied by Shalini Patil, who 
was evicted by her hus 
band’s regime because she 
is no longei a minister 
The talk in Bombay is that 
whether Sharad Pawar 
will step into Vasant 
dada’s shoes but he has 
moved into Shalinitai’s 
house 

O.E. NbeanuMkUn 
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DCM Retail Stores always give you a lot more A lot more in quality A lot more in 
range A lot more in economy A lot more in durability Four reasons why more 
families chose DCM for almost a hundred years 



DELHI CLOTH MILLS 




QUALITY SINCE 1889 


Suitings shirtings sarees dress materials 
bed linen towels furnishing fabrics and 
school uniforms 


Over W exclusivf stores all over Indi i 











IT a 


Sunday Weekly 26 May 1985 


Regd No WB/CC/256/TN/MS(C)376MH-By-South-680 



Bajaj Automation 


The reason why BcUcU Auto is the largest scooter maker is fairly 
simple. 

Automation: The technology that helps produce India’s finest 
scooters and three-wheelers. The system whidi transfers much of the 
responsibility for production and qualify cx)ntrol from the operator to 
the machine. 

That’s how Bcu^ Auto made over 300,000 vehicles last year. 
That is how we will making over 700,000 vehicles a year 
1987-88. 



It takes years to gear up for such vast 
production; but the experience gained over 
25 years will enable us to achieve this 
target And add even more rapidly to the 
almost 2 million Bajaj vehicles alrea^ 
on the road. 



auloltii 


Value for money, for years 


BAJ 5?416 






Plus: AMBASSADOR BARNES ON 

INDO-US TIES 












An advanced course In colouring. 



captured Of* 


Kodacolo.VR200<» 


Kodacolor VR Films 

There’s so much more 
you can do with them. 


all tho around you 

a» So. take your pick from this amazino 

and versatile range of films— ® 

Kodacolor* VR films Kodak's 
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Calcutta: It was an appropriate nick¬ 
name: The loadshedding flight. It has 
happened twice with me, and judg¬ 
ing by the familiarity with which 
other passengers greeted the inci¬ 
dent, the situation is clearly well- 
known in the flying fraternity. A 
little before take-off, after one had 
settled into flight 264 from Delhi to 
Calcutta, and was mentally adjusting 
to a couple of hours above the clouds, 
the lights inside the Airbus suddenly 
went off. Even in the late evening, as 
on 23 May, the temperature inside 
the belly of this huge whale of a 
plane can quickly get stifling. 
However, it is not the temperature 
that really worries, but the thought 
of what might happen if the engines 
become equally temperamental 
while in the sky. Hardened Calcut- 
tans, now so used to finding a balm 
for tht-ii discomfort in bitter laugh¬ 
ter, quickly began cracking jokes to 
ease the tension “The loadshedding 
has still ted,” .said <i voice, and the 
laughter helped Stoic old Calcutta: 
seen it all; its uniar.ed citizens treat¬ 
ing the first spell of Airbus loadshed¬ 
ding with humour and the .second 
(which followed a little after the 
lights came back) with a resigned 
sigh. How would these passengers 
vote in the coming Corporation elec¬ 
tions, 1 wondered, where civic ser¬ 
vices would be the issue? Would the 
flying tlasse,s vote at all? 

Calcutta, it may not be dying but it 
does need medical aid often enough 
to start rumours Anyway, civic 
democracy at least has come out of 
the hospital ward where it had been 
convalescing after the near-fatal 
attack of paralysis in the Sixties. 
After all these years, a mayor of 
Calcutta will be elected again. Not 
everyone will leap with joy at the 
thought. While at one end of the 
scale Calcutta has been justly proud 
of mayors like Subhas Chandra Bose, 
there have been others on the list 
who would not be welcome in polite 
company. In fact, it was when the 
quality degenerated from devoted 
nationalists to manipulators that the 
state government decided that 
enough was more than enough, and 
the corporators were packed off. We 
welcome the return of democracy 
with the news that a few of the 
candidates on both the major sides, 
the Congress(I) and the Left Front, 
are distinguished by the fact that 
they have police records. But I sup¬ 
pose in these unusual times we 
should be thankful that only a very 
few of the candidates have this dis¬ 
tinction and not more. 

Can tomorrow’s city fathers do 
what yesterday’s were unable to 
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achieve? The accusations against 
Calcutta are not new. Looking at the 
poverty, the underworld, slums, riots 
and—but, of course—inadequate 
lighting, Robert Clive labelled it the 
most wicked place in the universe 
while the Poet Laureate of the 
Empire. Rudyard Kipling, described 
Calcutta as the city of the dreadful 
night. Mr Jyoti Basu, of course, was 
not in power then. It seems that 
Calcutta was always good only in 
parts. The journey downhill has re¬ 
cently been accelerated by the 
myopia of the politician and the 
indolence of the babu who cannot 
reach Writers Building on time and 
then takes a bribe for doing some 
work between the gossip. (Calcutta 
may be the only city where gossip, or 
adda, has been turned into an art 
form.) But the blame is not entirely 
theirs. In fact, the English and theit 
cultuial descendants, the brown 
bureaucrats, have effectively dis¬ 
guised their role in the decline of 
Calcutta. Some idea of how callous 
English rule in our country was can 
be gauged from the fact that the 
English allowed millions —millions, 
not hundreds, not thousands, not 
tens of thousands, but millions—to 
starve to death in a man-made 
famine just a few years before they 
left India. There can hardly be a 
parallel record of inhumanity. If Hit¬ 
ler gassed six million Jews, then the 
British killed millions of Bengalis by 
denying them food—surely an equal¬ 
ly horrible death. And yet, strangely, 
the opprobrium which rightly has 
visited the Germans has escaped the 
British. Why? Think about it: mil¬ 
lions died of hunger, not guns or gas 
or bombs. And in a year of bumper 
crops. Speaking in the House of Com¬ 
mons, L. S. Amery, secretary of state 
for India, admitted in 1943; “There is 
no overall shortage of foodgrains, 
India has harvested a bumper crop of 
wheat this spring. There is however, 
grave maldistribution.” What more 
could be said by way of self¬ 
indictment? Why did we forget the 
fortieth anniversary of this British- 
made famine which killed millions 
on the streets of Calcutta and the 
villages of Bengal? That famine 
broke the heart of Calcutta. 

And after famine came civil war. 
There is no point blaming the white 
man for this catastruphe Even while 
the British had not yet finished pack¬ 
ing on the eve of thetr departure we 
took out our long knives and began 
mayhem of the most vicious kind. 
And it was in Calcutta that the horror 
began, with the killings of 1946. That 
horror has not gone yet; just under 
the skin, in the nerves, lives the fear 


that what happened once could re 
cur, and Calcutta still trembles at the 
thought of communal riots. But it was 
in Calcutta also that Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi could work his last miracle If 
during those awful days in 1947 the 
Mahatma proved that he was a 
Mahatma, Calcutta also proved what 
Calcutta could be if its unique spirit, 
if its unique commitment to human¬ 
ity was awakened by the touch of a 
saint’s sacrifice. Both in 1946 and | 
1947 it was the same schuophrenic 
Calcutta. 

The refugees came bearing their 
burdens, and the citv helped them 
without the benefit of the genetosily 
shown by the centre to the notiheineis 
The pres.suie on civic services i 
jumped up. Then in the Sixtic"-, Lai I 
cutta became the victim of a t.uic 
political romance— a violent excess ! 
of lettism. The children of impel lai | 
capitalism shrank awav fiom the i 
chaos and went to Bombay, whilv the 
budding indigenous moneymaker 1 
took advantage. Industry perished | 
and jobs went where muons with a i 
less revolutionary zeal could be ! 
found. Strangely, it rook a long while j 
for the middle class of the city winch ! 
could not, or would not, go away liom 1 
the city to realise the extent o) the ; 
self-destruction, and the nature ot . 
the shadows it would cast on the ; 
future. By the time the counter- 
revolution came with the victory ol ; 
the Congre.ss in the 197()s, loo niauv i 
wounds had been inflicted 

When an uncertain Cl'l(M) rode to 
power in 1977, it was in no mood to | 
pamper the city where it had lost so ' 
much of Its cadre, the city which iuui i 
led the anti-Left momentum in 1971. ! 
While the party concentrated on | 
trying to become impiegiiable in the | 
villages, Calcutta was left to its own ; 
abilities. It was only iti its second I 
spell that the CPi(M) began to , 
appreciate that pique i.ould be sell j 
defeating. But the party’s mban poli- | 
cy was in the hands of the cleik, and 
the resources went into pampering j 
rhe support base rather than helping j 
the city. Calcutta decisively rejected 1 
the Left last December. And then i 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi made ; 
the mistake of saying that Calcutta ' 
was dying when he wanted i(> convev 
that the CPIi M) was killing n. t ait ui 
ta cringed, the CPKM i gloated, and a 
myriad voice.s rose to say that rhe 
city would show the young Prime , 
Minister that it would never die 
Seizing the chance, the Left Front 
government ordered civic elections 
So here we are, in the middle ot 
another comma in the city’s histoiy j 

May It be the pause that refreshes, j 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND knjR/KmiSHWAWr SrvoH ' 


For Lovers of 
Urdu 

T hue vears ago my fiiend, the 
pool Ah Sardar lafri, wiote to me 
tiom Bombay to ask whether 1 would 
bt willing to write a foreward to an 
anthology of modern Urdu poetry 
lompiltd by some academics in 
C anada 1 wi ote back saying that I 
did not know enough of Uidu poetry 
to be able to pronounce on it To my 
dismay Jatii agteed with my verdict 
on myself “I know you know little or 
nothing of Uidu, nevertheless these 
C anadians aie anxious that you 
should wiite the forewaid They will 
send you the page proofs of then 
tianslations along with the oiiginals 
^ on may It am something from 
I hem 

I he page pi oofs arrived I it ad 
them with much profit to myself 
Ihen wiott <i lortw^d admitting my 
shoitcoinings One of the translatoi» 
Baidai Bakht (cousin oi nephew of 
Sikandai Bakht, once minister in the 
janata gotcinmenti spent an even 
mg with mi to discuss the pioiected 
iiaiislation Now f have it with me 
In \nrliolof;\ ol Modt.ni Uidu Pool 
n Vol 1 edittd and translated by 
K iidai B.ikht and Kathleen Grant 
)at gii (iducational Publishing 
fi Uy( Delhi) As Sardar Jafii had 
yaid I hast katiu a gicat deal fiom 
u itadiiig the text I was appalled at 
niv igiiuiancc 1 had known Makh 
dooDi Mohi uddem of Hyderabad as 
a .oiigsiti (Chdtnelt ke\ manduev 
iult\)~\ diycovti that he was a 
I p>>v(ikii levolutionary poet I had 
iH y(! It ad anvihing by N M Ra>hed 
Mcciati oi Munib in Rt-hman, 1 only 
kini iht nit lepopulat poems ol Fair 
I and All Saidai lafn Akhtai ul Imari 
I who i non dcsciipt stage pers< nality 
I and tit bk toict had made me undei 
( stiniatt him turns out to bt a great 
if not gitalti tlian his eontempor 
aiies ( onipaiisons between poets 
an Dtlitiiiy all til them ait peeilessin 
I th« n own wav Missing fiom the list 
ait III iin itiuallv good poets Iigai 
I I II . 1(1 1 labaan Sahn Qa/ilbash 

I Siitooi faia/ Agha Hasht Kashmiri, 
' K lit A-'imi But then this is onh the 
I liisitolunu Mam mhe IS will follow 
lush illiili 

Irving to pitk poems as illustta 
lions IS a vtiv tiustiating |ob Some 
ail example's of musical simpliiitv 
whith IS almost impossible to recre 
ate 111 tianslation 1 ake for example 
I ai/ s Ant eh ishq kiy.tu, kuich kdum 
, ki\,i I lovt'd a little and woiked a 
^Inilt 
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Volt log bdhut khuyh qiymdt ithcy 
Jo isnq ko kuatn .am.i/hfev ifhcv 
Yell kuam >av aa hqi kai let irAt y 
Ham It Wdiiool uhcy 

Kueth lyhq ki\J kticth kaom Arvn 
(Those wcic the toilunatc few 
Who regarded lovt as then work 
Ol fell in love with the work they did 
We wen such that remained busy all 
our hvc's 

We loved a little and woiked a 
little ) 

The poem emds with the punch 
line 

Plm jctkhn tang aa Aar ham nay 
Donon ko .idlioora etihoi diya 
(In the end we got so ted up 
We left both love and work half 
done ) 

Of the many excellent poems in 
this anthology, Akhtai ul Iman's long 
poem on Ins alter ego entitled hk 
Latka (A Biy) is outstanding I have 
tilt'd mans limes to translate it, bul 
have got no turthei than making a 
pri‘■fc v'cision- which docs not do 
lUytice to II Baidai Bakht and his 
lady assotidtc have taptuied ns spn 
It much bcttei tnaii my piosaie 
attt mpt 

On the bills neat villages in the 
ca*-t. _ 

Comparisons between 
poets are odious, all of 
them are peerless in 
their own ways. Missing 
from the list (in the 
anthology of Urdu 
poetry) are many good 
poets... But then this is 
only the first volume. 
Many others will follow, 
_ InshallaM _ 


Sometimes iii mango orchaids, 
sometimes on dykes 
Sometimes in the lane's, some 
times in the lakes, 

Sometimes amongst the merri 
ment of yuungsteis halt clad, 

A dawning, dusk, in daikiiess of 
the night. 

Sometimes at fairs, among the 
pantomime plaveis, 

Ol lost on quiet bypaths chasing 
butterflies 

Oi sneaking towards the hidden 
nests of little birds, 

Baiefoot no niatiei what the 
weather 

Out of school, in deserted abodes 
Sometim,.s laughing in a gioup ut 
pretty giils 

Sometimes lestless like a whiil 
wind 

In dieams, floating iii the air 
flying like a tloud. 

Swinging in the tiees like the 
little birds, 

1 see a bov, wandeiing taieliee, 
independent 

As the flowing watti of mountain 
Stic anis 

Ibis iiuisdiiet .lit"- like m' 
shadow 

1 ollowingmv eveiysiep pursuing 
me no mattei where 1 go 
As it 1 weie an escaped eonviel 
And he asks me Aie you it ally 
Akhtai ul linan-' 

t,oveis of Urdu poetiv (may 
then tube inciease') will be gratified 
with this appetistt of a feast to come 
in subsequent volumes I only wish 
besidt's the Urdu, the authors had 
also added a Devanagaii tianscripiof 
the poems 

Holy Wisdom 

I t oteurred to a middle aged man 
that human life was veiy short He 
thought he should live toi at least a 
hundred years He went to see a 
sadhu meditating in the Himalayas 
and said “O holy man, this life 
passes within the twinkling of an eye 
Give me some inantta so that 1 could 
live at least 100 yeais ” 

“Do you dunk tea oi coffeei*” 
asked the sadhu 

“No, sir, 1 drink only milk, but 1 can 
do without milk ” 

“What about aleohoP” 

“I am a teetotaller ” 

“Women’” 

“I don’t have any vices, Sadhu 
Mahaidj, I only have pious 
thoughts ” 

Spake the holy man, “Then why on 
earth do you wish to live a hundred 
years’” {Contnhuted by S Padma 
nabhan ) 
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The idso of 
iransferring 
Chief Justices 
I and judges of 
High Coun's was 
I masterminded 
and 

impiemenied by 
P. Shiv Shsnker 
' and Jagannatii 
*i Kaushai,the 
former law 
minister. Unlnss 
their policy f? 
discontinued, 
the judiciary 
cannot regain its 
lost status. But 
both the former 
ministers have 
gone to the 
Prime Minister, 
complaining that 
Asoke Sen is 
goir.g against 
Mrs Gandhi’s 
policies. 
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Freeing the Judiciary 


I can find no reason for the cancellation 
of the joint conference of Chief Jus¬ 
tices, chief ministers and law ministers 
scheduled for May 30. The reason could 
not be the fact that the Chief Justice of 
India, Y.V. Chandrachud is retiring on 12 
July; this must have beep kno««n when the 
date for the conferapre was fired. Furth¬ 
ermore, the con^ernnee a?ready been 

associated with Justice Ehaf->eti, the 

Chief Justice desicoata. T'** rri^r. Minister, 
who was to participate ir the conference, 
had himself given the date ^o -ccommodatte 
it ip h's schedule of epcosontonts, squeezinjg 
it befv'oen his resi'r.T from the Fo-dtt Unima 
orid his depoctore for Frcnco end the US. 

Only a fev.' days bofere the ccr.ccllatioi, 
was announced I had mat Asoho Cen, lat,' 
minister, fie was certainly locking forwarJ 
to the conference, and made no secret cf hi.; 
unhappiness oven the bacl.log cf cases in the 
rupro.mo Court, thcTI’gh Courtsand the lov.' 
or r'-'''rt;-. TiVhar 'vas the use cf iv.-.tioc bcin,.' 
'^”'0*. ^*'tcr r.c”'’'.**'*J ’'cctrsT 
Apr.’net th’f. background the postpor,. 
of the confo’'oncc tvas all the mcao 
ropfottablc. ”’>I1 take time to fit; a t: 
d.-'to and c'''ns!do''ar!"n of the reforms me'."', 
t-' ’’pead up the odministnarion of iustiac wt" 
be f'—t''or delayed. The agenda of the f 
forercc mchuV; o import' 't 

>.;o.,^sr' frt J-vrv 

■“ The '■b-/--- -''-' "••’■.narG of cases 

-r, rv)u.-t;- ;<*• .all lo-ols, fr"m the Supreme 
Court to the subordinate ludiciary and the 
moan.s for achieving this; 

® the decision to simplify procedure 
and criminal) in courts at all levels and ijp 
ebtn'ppte delay and red-tapisni; 
n the system of effective legal aid for the 
poor and needy and assistance to deserving 
members of the bar and the ways add meens 
of achieving this; 

• improvement and building of courtrooms 
and their amenities, to improve the adiifiTiiS' 
tration; 

• rationalisation or abolition of court fees 
for initiating proceedings in conn and re¬ 
couping the loss by imposing a tax on 
successful decree hoide's on a reasonable ad 
valorem basis; ’’’ 

• the question of ’irproving the i^ttality cf 
judges at all levels by making judicial poet:; 
attractive for the beet talent in the country 
and the tvays and means for achieving this. 

Of course, fli. ; has been no dearth cf 
t.uggecticn.s, cvc" before this. The Supremo 
Court itself appuinied a committee of its 
judges and they gave a number of proposals 
to reduce the arrears. V.M. Tarkunde, him¬ 
self a judge bnee, had pointed out how four 
national ttrtittials could reduce the work 
load of the Sopreme Court and the High 
Courts. The national tribunals he had in 
mind were those for income tax cases, for 
revenue matters like excise, customs, sales 


tax, etc., for labour disputes, and for service 
cases. . 

A major problem is the appointment of 
only the “right type of judges.” The judici¬ 
ary is yet to recover from the ha-m caused 
by JMohan Kumaramangalam’s pernicious 
thesis of “committed judges.” I recall that 
when 1 met Kumarair.ang-’lan during the 
Parliament debate on the supersession of 
judges in 1973, he said: “What I want to ssy 
is that a duty is laid upon the gover.nment 
that not merely must v,fc take into con* idera- 
tion the judicial integrity, winch we do, not 
merely the legal knowledge and skill, -which 
v;c do, but also the philo.sophy and outlook 
cf the judges.” 

Though he vras then the minister of steel, 

110 ’’ras a close adviser of Mrs Condhi. II.R. 
Gokhdle. then the law minister, later r"ed 
chc havoc caused in the judiciary during the 
emergency. When I met h:ni a few days 
before lii.s death, Gokhale s,jid that the 
.",rg’iir,cr,t.s he had given to justify tlic ac- 
ticf,; token during the emergen v. and what 
Mrs Gandhi had done, lay h.-avy on his 
.conscience. More recently the worst culprits 

111 thi.s regard are the two foi mei law mitii;- 
;cr.s, Jagannath Kaushal and P. Shiv Shank- 
er, who has been reelected to Parliament 
(Kajya Sabha) from Guj,.r.'.t after being 
defeated in the F..ok Sabha poll in / rdh.a 
Pradesh. Here is a recoid of -what hapy ned 
during their tenure: 

• R. Dayal, the metropolitan magistr-ote of 
Delhi who gave the order:; for Mrs G'ndhi’s 
release, was later appointed to Sikkiiu High 
Court, superseding 30 senior judge.s in the 
Dellii j’udicial service. 

• Justice M. Shukla wa.s temporarily 
appointed as Chief Justice oC Allahabad 
High Court. After he had confirmed IG 
appointments opposed by his pi-edecessor. 
Chief Justice Aganval, who was transferred 
to the Calcutta High Court, Justice Shtikia 
was confirmed. 

• C J. Or:; was r-r.de Chief Justice of 
Madhya Ft, uesh .figb Couir and he con¬ 
firmed 10 cppointiTi'-n'-' whi'.h ’were held up 
till his prcd“ccssoi, G. P. Singh, retired. Oza 
is being tipped for a Sup,’erne Co-jrt post. 

The idea of transferring Chief Ju.stices 
and judges of High Courts was master¬ 
minded and implemented by P, Shiv Shank- 
er and J, Kaushal, former law ministers. 
Unless their policy is discontinued the 
judiciary cannot regain its lost srnfas Asoke 
Sen has prepared a note suggesting over¬ 
hauling the entire system. Bur both Knu.shal 
and Shiv Shankar h.ive already gone to 
Prime Minister Pejiv Gandhi to complain 
that Sen is going against Mrs Gandhi's 
policies. Though Raiiv Gandhi has shown a 
welcome fendency to give up .some of his 
mother’s practices, perh’aps the bar councils 
should take up the matter strongly if tnoy 
want the judiciary to stay independ’^n:. 


SOKOSYS—«Jur»19e5 


13 





Diplomatic Dialog ue 

M ( Akbar interviewod General 
/id 111 Hdq with great keenness 
diitl peiception (*J/diiva‘> ant/ Mithais 
AfdAt a / of of Us m Pakistan and 
India loin Hands Toftethei ’ 12—18 
Ma\) However, Mi Akbar should 
have pursued tht Kashmir issue and 
Pakistan’s attitude' towards tht nut 
lear build up in oui region 
Rashmee Roshan Lall, Meeiut 

• I he interview was interesting and 
there was a lot to read between the 
lines I admired General Zia’s powtr 
ol tonvincing people He is a shrewd 
diplomat and that is the seuet be 
hind his remaining in powei for so 
long 

•? Unwsh Naidu Sindii 

• The interview tleaied many mis 
conceptions I had about oui neigh 
boiir The questions tovt red most of 
the sensitive issues and the Pakistani 
President was also forthnght in his 
answers 

HK Nagarai Banaaloie 

• The witty and bold dialogue with 
the Pakistani President was truly a 
treat I he interviewer outwitti d the 
shrewd general But 1 appreciated 
the composure of 7ia ul Haq in the 
fact of the piovocative questions 
thrown at him f-rankly, Zia 
appealed to be a dictator but a 
lovable one 

Srnita Aaiang New Delhi 

* I always admired Geneial Zia’s 
sense ot humoui He is, in my opin 
ion, the shiewdest politician in the 
sub lontint iit 

(IS Ravi, Aisikeit (Karnataka) 

• I he inteivicw along with tile 
selected photographs made interest 
lag reading Ihe exhaustive con 
vfcisation touched all the sensitive 
issues 

Vinod Kumar Mittal, Jaitu 

• Ml Akbai’s questions were witty 
and he tried to catih 7ia on the 
winng foot but the Pakistani Prcsi 
dent too was diplomatic and he sue 
cessfullv avoided contioveisial 
issues 1 appreciated the gmeial’s 
view that peace cannot be entoiced 
by any organisation oi bod\, it can 
only tome about it the citizens ot 
both the tountiies inttract with otit 
another 

\iahinda hiiniai Padhee Sambalpur 

• Hie report from Kaiachi, In the 
\ III I of Allah, and the interview 
vv ii C/eneial Z'a ul Haq helped US to 
know a lot about the situation pie 
I vailing thcie It also helped to cleai a 
, M» .... 
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lot of suspicions we had about Pakis 
tan’s intentions 
Y Surendran, Madias 


• Piesident Zia’s assurance that the ' 
aims Pakistan is acquiring Irom the I 
USA IS only to defend itself and will 
never be used against India is simply 
unbelievable Our experiences, so 
far, have proved that Pakistan has I 
always attacked India whenever it 
has gathered sufficient strength and 
aimaments India must always be 
piepaied foi such an eventuality 
Suhal ( handta Saha Malda (West 
Bt npal) 

• The intciview will go down as an 
effort to promote good neighbourly | 
relations between India and Pakis 
tan liom the conversation Zia I 
appeared to have forgotten the past 
Suha^ Ram Anatidpui (Oiissa) 


J^ipeline Politics_ 

T his has reference to Shubhabrata 
Bliattacharya’s investigation, The 
Conti os ersial Pipeline (12— 18 May) 
In the article*, the author had re 
poited that Snamprogetti had been 
awaidtd the contract for the HBJ 
pipeline project But GAIL and Ell 
have so far, not even invited global 
tendeis for the constiuction of the 
pipeline as per their recent decision 
So where is the question of award of 
the contiact'’ Nevertheless, we 
assuie all concerned that Snam 
piogetti and its consortium partners 
would not at all like to disprove the 
corifcspondent’s prophecy and will 


make all efforts to submit the best 
offer for this tender in order to win 
the contract 

O Qiiattrocchi, Repiesentative toi 
South Asia, New Delhi 

• Snamprogetti cannot be accused of 
manipulating government decisions 
in Its favour After all it is their job to 
bag contracts The people awaiding 
the contract should share all the 
blame 

Alta Mishia, Cuttack 

• Shubhabrata Bhattachaiva rightly 
described the Italian fnm s success 
in bagging the pipeline contiact as 
manipulation The intimidating con I 
duct ot Ml Quattiotchi towaids tht 
unnamed cabinet minister was 
shocking 

M Kanakadutfta New Delhi 


_ Oppressive Force 

T h< incident icported hi Santliah I 
in letioi (') 11 Mav ) had nothing 

unusual about it Police opcnini- fne 
and killing then i tints in tht name 
of iricouiitci is a tommon pho 
nomtnoii in oui countiv The p lici 
lorcc has he conic in insiiumtnt t 
oppiessioii and discipline is a toigi i 
ten woid Ihe irnn has lo be called 
111 from iimt lo tinii lo foict tht 
police to behave 
Raiesh Sa/i.iv Ihumii hlaisa 
• Ihe special itpoit w.is not suipiis i 
ing The police in Bihar shoot and kill I 
tnbdls who protest against then ex 
ploitalion Ihe pictuic is nut veiv 
encouraging in uthci states loo in 
Andhia Piadesh point cun down 
innocent faimtis and shoot down 
unarmt'd Naxalites in the nanu oi 
eiicounters In Guiaiat the lawmen I 
participate m loot and arson and in » 
Delhi they art mtit spci tatois when 
riots bicak out I riles* steps are 
taken to distiphni our iiolice forces, | 
the people will gradually lose faith in , 
them 

Jayaram, Bangaloie I 

• A tew thousand tiibals aimed with 
bows and airows natuiallv post a 
threat to public peace and tranquil 
ity The police fired to lestoie peace 
The killing of I'i people is certainly 
condemnable but theie would have 
been fai mote bloodshed had the 
police remained inactive In the re 
cent past duiing the communal vio 
lence in Delhi the police weie criti 
cised for not acting on time Instead 
of bhndly criticising the police force, 
we have to understand the problems 
of our over worked, under paid 
lawmen 

Helen Albeits Gauhati 
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Fighting for Peace 


M T AkbarS conversation with 
Yasser Arafat made absorbing 
reading (‘We are Not Pawns of the 
Super Povieis,’ ‘5—11 May) Yasser 
Arafat is a revolutionary whose eyes 
never stop smiling, who rose like a 
phoenix fi om the devastated lands of 
a once beautiful country to lead his 
homeless flock towaids their cher 
ished dream 

Arafat is no ordinary i evolution 
ar\ lo his countrymen he is a 
prophet His method of attaining 
I salvation mav be different from 
Mahatma Gandhi but then times 
' have changed But veiv little is 
known about the private life of this 
I great man except that he spends 
most of his time in the battlefields 
I shielding his flock from oppiessive 
I kings dictators and Piesidents 
Aiafat has mellowed with expert 
I ence and has achieved that elusive 
mix of militaticv and diplomacy to 
I highlight the atiocities perpetrated 
, on his i act Oppi cs-.ion bv successive 
It gimt s has not dampent d his desire 
I to tatvc (I It > counrrv toi his people 
I Arilat will suulv go down in liistoiv 
as ont of thi most coin igeous and 



Yasser Arafat 


charismatic leaders our centuiv has i 
produced I 

A S Roy Poona 


Our Indiscipliiied Police Force 


T he (iv(’ stoiv Police \ s People 
('i 11 Mav I was txliuisine and 

illiiinin itiiig but It tailed to spot the 
I It il 11 irnin ils I im a college student 
ot Aliintd ibad who hid been asked 
to v « lit tin hosttl As one who was 
comic* ltd with the aun it srp ation 
I stii hut lit inv obcivations 

VMiilc It IS tint that the point sptl* 
teitoi in 'bf citv it would be wiong 
to blame them tor the atiociiies lor 
thev wtit (tilv following the dictates 
of somtont it the helm The real 
cnmoiaK au the chief minister and 
his trusted lieuunants Ihtv ate tn 
erring one tommuniiv against 
anothei and even the police against 
the people to gam political capital 
out of tht unit:St 
Sudipto Satkar Madiae 

• lire covet stoiv was appreciable 
but I did not like the picture on the 
covei as it did not bring out ihc' 
violent mood in Guiarat 
Amiit Sagai Dehingia, Cachar 

• The violent incidents m Guiaral in 
the wake of the anti reservation stir 
should be the concern of every 
citizen since the sentinels of law and 
order have turned violent The chief 
minister should accept moral respon 
sibilitv and lesign forthwith 
Nirmalieet Singh Walia, Calcutta 

• The army had to be called in once 


aguiii to di'-ciphtie the notonous Gu 
laiat police The ict ot the lawmen 
was shani“tul but c veil more disturb 
ing was iht fjuiarat government’s 
hesitancy to disciplini the forct 
Subrotr Nandi Dhanbad I 

• The situation in Guiarat ha been 
aggiavatcd bv the governments 
haste with which it tried tei imple 
me lit the controversial icse^vation 
poliey The issue should have been 
pul to a national dcbatebcfoie im 
plemtntmg But perhaps the Con 
giess (Ii thought tnat with the mas | 
sivt mandate hthi id them there was 
nobody to stop them 

m H Kama Bhubaneswai 

• The role of tha po' ce in the Gu 
jaidt violence brings to my mind the 
words of Justice- A N Mulla of the 
Allahabad High Court while deliver 
ing a judgement in a case He said 
“Ihere is oin lawless force in India 
and that is the Indian police force " 
The people are gradually losing faith 
in the police since montv power 
seems to work wonders When an 
honest constable wants to perform 
his duties, tht higher officers inter 
vene , and when an officer is willing 
to fulfil hi‘ duties the politician is 
there It is a vicious circle that needs 
to be exposed 

SK Mushran, lutknow 


Hindu-S i kh Divid e 

H archaran Bains’s analysis of The 
Hindu Dilemma in Punjab ( 5—11 
May) perplexed me Hinduism is 
anthema to the ruling party After 
the partition of the country on reli 
gious basis, the Congress adopted 
secularism, not because they be 
lieved m it, but because they wanted 
to draw in the minority yotes They 
haye succeeded in their designs so 
far with the result that writers like 
Harcharan Bains have developed a 
bias towards Hinduism Hinduism, in 
fact, IS a way of life and it includes 
even non believers unlike most other 
religions Yet Hinduism has been the 
target of othei religions from time to 
time 

The Arya Samaj movement st irted 
in the Twenties with the purpose of 
reloiming Hindus by criticism' su 
perfluous rituals thereby pi eventing 
largescalt conversion to Islam and 
Christianitv Nobody was coined ab 
out conversions from Hinduism but 
shitdhikaran or returning to the flin 
du fold became a giave danger to 
othei leligions Among Hintlus the 
Arva Samaiilts weit in the foi eft ont 
of the freedom movement but alter 
Ind* pe nde'nee the aeiivitics ol the 
Samaj < amt tei a st mil still Theie 
fore it IS ineniiKi to sav that the 
\iVd Saniaj whs jitueived as a dan 
g< I to the Sikh nil ntitv 

Ihe Hindus ire not in a dilemma in 
I’unjab thevaie sntfnmg thcie and 
oven the adinmistiation is apathetic 
tow.iids them Most ot tht so tailed 
wMters have tumid i blind i vt to 
tile pioblems of tht Hindus in I’lin 
Jib While the Sikh' who weie 
iffeeted in the violence have been 
partialiv ithabililated nobodv 
thought of even olteiing lip svm | 
pathv to the Hindu families whose 
mtmbeis wtie ineieilisslv killed bv 
fcxtiomists 

B J? Nandi I ucknim 

• Harchai au Bains took great pains 
to txp] un how the great divide be 
tween the Sikhs and the Hindus 
lame about and he seems to blame 
the Hindus fur this But the author 
tailed to point out 'hat distiust be 
tween the Hindu*' and the Sikhs 
Slat ted only after Bhindranwale rose 
to fame 

C T Vaitavan, Madras 

* With the Akali Dal functioning as a 
religio political front tor the Sikhs 
Hindus in Punjab are alienated, dis 
illusioned and they suffei from a 
minority psychosis Because of their 
tolerance and liberalism, they cannot 
match the fanaticism of the Sikhs 
Prabodh Covind, New Delhi 
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Can Uncle Sam be as trusted a friend of India as Ivan? The results of Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to the USA mil tell. But he will have to tread on slippery ground: 
There are far too many unresolved issues that continue to bedevil relations between 
India and the USA., while Indo-Soviet relations have gone from strength to strength. 
Recent Aniericon jubilation over Mr Gandhi’s liberal budget and the signing of an 
lndo~US agreement on transferof technology may point to a change for the better in 
Indo-US ties. But Washington’s noticeable reluctance to stop arming Pakistan 
suggests something else. If Rajiv Gandhi, like Indira Gandhi,is 
bent on neither tilting to the East nor to the West but standing “.straight on our feet.' 
will he succeed? SHC/BHABKATA BHATTACHARYA examines the question. 


y yM JA Ma nc’.'chjr tilt to the 
■ H cact, r.'.;z to the west, 

WmwM -.VO stand straight on 
ws oa.- foet.'' These his¬ 
toric words of into indii a Gandhi, at a 
press conforwt.co :s. New York during 
her last visit -..j Uie United States of 
America, iiaci summed up India's 
foreign policy at it., best. The present 
Prime Min Rajiv Gandhi sat on 
her right, v/atching intently his 



President Ronald Reagan 


mother’s tactful handling of the in¬ 
ternational press. V/hen he goes to 
the USA in the second week of June, 
her voice is bound to rcsound in his 
ears. Rajiv Gandhi is going to the 
USA not only as the youngest Indian 
Prime Minister, but also as the 
youngest-ever chairman of the Non- 
Aligned Movement. The changes in 
India’s economic policy, as evi¬ 
denced in the union budget for 1935- 
86, have caused merriment in the 
liberal west. The Wall Street jeurtt::! 
had sought to label the young Prime 
Minister as Rajiv Reagan soon aftdr 
the budget. According to reports 
emanating from Washington, Rajiv 
Gandhi's visit is receiving the top 
billing in the politico-social circuit in 
the American capital. Invitations to 
important events in the US capital' 
are considered a yardstick to mea¬ 
sure social status. There has been a 
mad rush since February to seek 
invitations to Rajiv Gandhi’s func¬ 
tions among the American elite. New 
Delhi has received an unprecedented 
streamof dignitaries from Washing¬ 
ton in the past six months. From all 
indications, the Americans are 
paying renewed attention to India. 
Efforts to make Rajiv Gandhi's trip 
to the USA an eventful one have 
been endless. 

Before going to the USA, Rajiv 
Gandhi, like his predecessors, has 
given due v;eightage to India’s tradi¬ 
tional friendship v/ith the USSR. 
When the Janata government had 


taken charge, there was 
apprehension ihaf the Indo-Soviet 
ties would suffer. But wlien the Jana¬ 
ta Party Prime Minister, Morarji De- 
sai, chose Moscow as the first foreign 
capital to be visited by him, these 
fears receded. By going to Moscow 
before visiting any other capital t;s 
the Prime Minister. Rajiv Gandhi has 
kept up the spirit of Indo-Soviei lies. 
The Russians have assured India of a 
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Prime Minister Rajn Ciandhi phulocraphed with Russian leaders durin)> his recent trip to Moscow. (From left to riijhl) Raisa 
tiorliachyos ithoufth the wife ui the Soviet President was ntit identified in the Russian media, .she is one of the few Kremlin spouses to 
liase adopted a pioiniiient role) Sonia f>andhi, Mikhael (>»rbachviw and Raiiv Gandhi 
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I hillion rouble (R); 1,10(> '.loies) ere 
j d)t. Mikhdel (lorbcvthvov mav not 
I have come to the '.nrpori t(' receive 
1 Rajiv f'.andh), but the bonhomie 
shown by the other Puctaiin leaders 
i was ID keeping vs'ith the past India 
I and the Soviet Union have much in 
! common To begin with the basic.s, 

I the Siberian birds mierate to India in 
I winter and add colour to this coun 
rrv’s fauna The natiual proximity 
between India and the USSR cannot 
be wished away. The convergente of 
strategic interests, the recegnit’-.n 
by the Soviet Union of the medium- 
power role of India in sub- 
continontal politics, the respect 
shown by the Russians to India’s 
policy of non-alignment, the coopera¬ 
tion in the fields of defence and j 
industry: all these have added up to 
provide a .sound basis for friendship. 

Indo US friendship, on tlie other 
hand, has been through a lot of 
turmoil. The very fact that Washing¬ 
ton should choose to arm Pakistan 
afresh on the eve of Rajiv Gandhi’s 
visit and the fact that the Indian 
I Prime Minister had to comment on 
the US arming of Pakistan and 
M'ashington turning a Nelson's eye 
on Islamabad’s nuclearisation prog 
rarome during his Moscow trip ex¬ 
poses the shallow foundations on 
which the new era in Indo-US ties is 
proposed to be launched. While 
Washington and New Delhi, respec¬ 
tively, want to improve relations, 
pragmatism does not seem to guide 
American policy-makers. The raison 
d’etre of foreign policy is to safe¬ 
guard national interests and not 
merely to maintain intimacy be¬ 


tween states. While there arc pious 
tnientious on both sides, India and 
the USA do not seem to converge on 
strategic interest.^ The ground to be 
covered by Rajiv Gandhi’s visit, 
therefore, is slippery. By the Rajiv 
! Gandhi regime’s economic policy tilt, 
the west has been impressed But 
economic tie.s are not enough As 
long as the Americans keep on treat¬ 
ing Pakistan as the constable on the 
bea( in their game of international 
policing, India and the USA cannot 
see eye to eye with each other. 

T here has been a stream of high- 
level visitors from the IfSA since 
Indira Gandhi s death. The late 
Prime Minister';, funeral was 
attended by a high-powered team 
comprising the US .secretary of state 
George Shultz and lour former Amer¬ 
ican ;-itnba,ssadoi.'. to India: Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Sherman 
Cooper, Robe.'-t Goheen and John 
Kenneth Galbraith. A visit by former 
secretary of state Henry Kissinger, 
followed soon afterwards. Many 
senators and members of the house 
of representatives visited India last 
winter. The US under-secretary of 
state, Michael Armacost and under¬ 
secretary of commerce, Olin 
Washington, came .some months ago. 
The secretary of the air force, Verne 
Orr, the commander of the US Paci¬ 
fic forces. Admiral Crowe and Dr 
Fred Ikle, the under-secretary of de¬ 
fence have visited India over the past 
few months, raising hopes of coop- 
eiation in defence matters. The 
secretary of commerce, Malcolm Bal- 
ridge’s recent visit has thrown up 


possibilities of better trade ties and 
increased American investment in 
this country 

The Americans have done a lot of 
groundwork prior to the Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi visit It IS apparent from the 
trend of talks held by these dignitar¬ 
ies in New Delhi that the USA, while 
appreciating that the strategic out¬ 
look of this country cannot suddenly 
change, is looking for areas where a 
common outlook can be found In the 
short term, there does not seem to be 
any convergence between the Indi.in 
and the American perceptions over 
the problems in South Asia. But 
there is a bid to evolve a better 
awareness of each other’s moiiva- } 
tions. It would be unrealistic for the 
USA to look at India as a proxy for 
the USSR. In the same vein, appre¬ 
ciation of India’s role in the Non- 
Aligned Movement has to be a cor¬ 
nerstone of future Indo-US relations. 
As regards Afghanistan, while the 
USA has to keep on opposing the i 
Soviet pre.sence in that sovereign | 
state, it may not be practical for ' 
India to take the USSR to task on this 
score, howsoever stiong Indian pub 
lie opinion may be on the subject. 

The military equipment which the 
Americans have been giving to Pakis¬ 
tan since 19!j4, on one pietext or the 
other, might in all possibility be used 
against India mure than any other 
neighbour of Pakistan. Since the Fif¬ 
ties, the arms which Pakistan got 
from America were not designed to 
be used to fight communism. Certain¬ 
ly the tanks, motorised artillery and 
other equipment suited for warfare 
in flat terrain which Pakistan re- 
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Security for the PM 


P f rlMps on no other occasion in 
the past ha*, security been so 
moth in focus duiing an Indian 
Pnmo Minister's trip abroad. Rajiv 
Gandhi’s mnerary which includes 
Algeria, I ranee, Svnrzerland and 
•he United States of America, 
would be, more than anything else, 
A test for the VVIP security 
tnethanism which, of late, has not 
had too muih to boast about 
Already people are apprehensive 
ibout the lYime Minister’s visit 
hegmning in the first week of June 
Though such fears had always 
hnked in the wake of the assasina 
tu'ii of Indira Gandhi and the 
ihrt* Us that kept coming in from 
•Sikh extremists elements in the 
wu'f the ciiiest ol the five teiror 
t >ts by ihe I ed( rai Bureau of Inves 
•ivuifin (f BT) in tht ffnited States 
atri u a frightening i onfirmation 
T'leip iM-ri indted groups who 
'•ere ihirtiug elaboiarc plans to 
luniuiti *he Indian Pnme Mims 
tf* dii''inc his foreign visit 

Tht tBI announced on IT May 
lb u It bad discovered a plot to kill 
Ri|!v ( indhi Some oi those in 
' )1, <1 held But ish passports, 

orhf's weifc (itt/ens ot the United 
Stales Ot rht seven involved five 
'(u 11 tested V»inder Singh, las 
ht> Saticihu, Sokhwinder Singh, 
lat’ndti Singh Ahluivalia and Gur 
p'ffap Singh Bilk The other two— 
T h 1 Smgh and Ammand Singh- 
wbf ire supposei' to be the master 
minds behind tin plot ate abscond 
og lud a worldwidi si arch is on for 
tin in Ibi gioup was exposed in 
N n tb !♦ lU' whf re ii wa* plotting 
ti * sa<MiiUi the Hdiyana chief 
imm 1 t Bhipn I il, who was then 
tn tht ll'in-fd States On inteiroga 
I' n It was found that tht group had 
>th' plans whu h included a bid to 
V I’ w III ( indhi Besides thev had 
u'l'i I in* of blniving up specific 
I It'll n Indi I iTK hiding industrial 
' (blishint nts and a niicUai pow 
• 1)1 'lit with an end to (leatc civil 
I t Iheit pirns to kill the PM 
I 1 d quite elaborate Ihevwere 
i I 'ig foi a piotessional hitman 
to 10 in on the target at unv point 
dm mg his \isu Indted available 
nf irmanou suggests that the gun 
nun noMld havt bt*gun looking for 
I hinie light tinm rh* stait of 
U u'v (.audhi’s fortign trip All this 
Ills utracted the attention of the 
I louutries tht Prime Minister wdl 
b( visiting The Trench President, 


Francois Mitterrand, has already 
got in touch with the Reagan adnu* 
mstration and intelhgence setw^ 
in both countries are said to be 
exchanging notes about the secur¬ 
ity arrangements during Rmiv Gan* 
(mi’s visit In England, Gotland 
Yard has already been alerted ab¬ 
out 1^1 Smgh and Ammand Singh, 
the two absconding terrorists So 
have the French police But the 
threat, according to experts, comes 
really from Canada, parts of which 
have become veritable training 
grounds for Sikh extremists and 
from whetre access to the United 
States—or even to west Europe—is 
very easy According to intelligence 
sources two Canadian provinces, 
Biitish ( olumbia and Vancouver 
have become the hotbed of Sikh 
terrorist artivity 
Groups there have been receiv 
ing training in aims fiom, among 
several others Van Der Horst a 
professional German hit man living 
m British Columbia On 1? March 
this year Budb Singh Bowel took a 
plane to London from Vancouver 
cairymp parts of a dismantled suh 
machine gun of Israeli make He 
was arrested at Heathrow and de 
ported Some days Utei, Raniit 
Singh P’lrewal, an associate of 
Bowel tried to go tn England but 
was iripsted before he could board 
the flight On checking it was 
found that he was < arrving the 
othei parts ol the same gun The 
same Ranpt Smgh Purewal is said 
to have been training Sikh extrem 
ists in Pakistan last year He, mcl 
dentally was also onct the security 
officer ol Idswam Smgh Bhullar, an 
ex Indian army officei, now master¬ 
minding Sikh terrorist at tivity from 
his base m Washington It is not 
known how many such groups or 
individuals aie still operating 
under cover Despite all this, thcrh 
are complaints that the Canadian 
government is doing little Howev¬ 
er, the French and the American 
governments seem to have taken 
serious note of the matter and are 
further tightening up security lor 
Rajiv Gandhi In any case they are 
not reiving upon the Indian secur¬ 
ity squads to do the needful 
One team of Indian intelligence 
offuers IS alieady in the United 
States sharing the information rhar 
the FBI is getting out of the five 
apprehended terrorists Another 
team comprising offictaU btim the 


Special Frontier Force (SEP), the 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF)) and the Border Secuniy 
Force (BSF) will make an advance 
trip to aU the countries being v»- 
Bited the Prune Minuter to dis- 
cuss the security arrangements 
with die police and tnfiHhgenc^ 
aetups of the respective govern 
ments The seiuiify of the Prime 
Minister is now the responsibility 
of a new force called the Special 
Protection Group (hPG) cleared 
only some weeks ago exclusively 
for the Prime Minister’s prutecnon 
It is led by S Subramamam, the 
joint directoi ot thi Intelligence 
Bureau (IB) and ha* been plai cd in 
overall iharge of Atun Siricb 

In tht Unitid States si'nal *n 
gagementsof rht Primi Mipjsrtr 
including itception'- that rhi Indi 
au comniumfv there w,intccl to g \ " 
to Ra|iv ( andhi bait betn 
shelved In Triiue ittei repo«is 
from an Ameruan 'iitelligeti r 
agency that the threat levf 1 to the 
Indian Prime Minister ,u *ht Pint 
air show is rited high thf u 'hor 
ities are thinking of icrtiumg the 
time he is going to spend at the 
show to a minimum Besides hi* 
plans to piloi a Miragt ^000 has* 
now been cancelled 

There aie, howevei, sections in 
New Delhi itself who are not too 
sure about how well knit and effi 
cient the securitv team aiound the 
Prime Mmistei is On 2i June 1984, 
the Intelligence Bureau b mployees 
Association (IBEA) had written a 
letter (No l/IBFA/84 Id?) to Indira 
Gandhi underlining the dangers of 
having a security setup that was not 
doing Its job properlv “Even your 
good self,” says a part of the letter, 
“is not immune from then machma 
tions which were manifested during 
your last top to the United States 
sometime in October last when per 
sons meant for your security went 
an a shopping spree while you had 
to wait at the airport to rake off 
Again in utter violation of laid 
down security norms unaectmipa- 
tued baggage (and that too cbosist' 
mg of a lot of dutiable articles} wiM 
broi^ on the WIP flight of vow 
entourage returning to India and 
the same very senior officers 
started to find out as to 'ndiy for tfM 
first time ever W hiswpy 
gage was stopped,* * 

HeafwmfMn Ttmkur, Msw MM ’ j 
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ceived as military aid were not de¬ 
signed to check either the Chinese 
military movements across the Hima¬ 
layas or the Russians 
USA’s military tie-up with Pakis¬ 
tan began at a time when there was 
absolutely no Soviet presence in the 
sub-continent. Neither in the econo¬ 
mic, nor in the military field was 
USSR present in South Asia in 1953, 
when the Americans stepped in with 
arms to make Pakistan a frontline 
state against communism. This role 
was initially mooted for India. But 
the vision of Jawaharlal Nehru had 
launched the non-aligned movement, 
with India as a leading participant in 
the peace moves in the era of cold 
war Having failed to rope in India in 
the policeman’s drill, Pakistan was 
armed by the USA. Till then, Moscow 
was .somewhat cool towards India. 
The membership of the British Com- 
i monwealth and the country’s close 
j economic and cultural ties with the 
I West had made Nehru’s India some- 
I what suspect in the eyes of Moscow. 

; If India and the Soviet Union have a 
I special relationship today, the USA 
! can be given the credit for that: when 
1 India saw lold war being brought to 
: Its doorstep by Washington’s links | 
I with Rawalpindi (then the capita! of j 
; undivided Pakistan), we had to look 
I for friends. Over the years, whether 
I u be on the question of Kashmir’s 
I accession to India, the liberation of 
1 Goa from Portuguese colonialism or 
j the liberation of Bangladesh, the 
; steadfast stand in India’s favour 
I taken by the USSR had been match¬ 
ed bv consistent hostility from the 
USA 

I ndia’s relationship with one su¬ 
perpower, the Soviet Union, so far 
has followed a pattern which normal¬ 
ly does not guide relationships be¬ 
tween a mediumpower and super¬ 
powers. The attempt at world 
domination by the superpowers is 
naturally checked by mediumpowers 
like India, on the regional plane. The 
basic conflict between India and the 
USA dates back to the Forties on this 
score. After the second world war, in 
1945, America emerged as a super¬ 
power, ushering in the American 
dream of peace and prosperity. Two 
years later, India emerged as an 
independent state which had a 
population greater than the two su¬ 
perpowers combined. India’s 5,000- 
year history, its strategic location 
and its aspiration for a major role in 
world politics came in conflict with 
the concept of the American view. 
What made matters worse was the 
American attitude towards national¬ 
ist movements. When the world is on 
the threshold of the 21st century, till 
date the minority apartheid regime 


in South Africa has not merited 
American condemnation. On the con 
irary, while the cause of the Nami¬ 
bian people has now been taken up 
collectively by the non aligned move 
ment, the USA is still blind to reali¬ 
ties. 

The Soviet Union today has been 
taken over by a generation of leaders 
which is post-revolutionary Soon the 
post-second world war generation, 
which has only seen the IISSR as a 
superpower, will rule from Moscow. 
If Gorbachyov did nor mention India 
in his inaugural address or did not 
receive the Indian Prime Minister at 
Moscow airport, then Indian 
strategic planners have to ponder if a 
shift in the Soviet stance towards this 
country has taken place The bitter 
reaction against the union budget m 
the pro-Moscow codes in New Delhi 
has only shown that the pro-Soviet 
lobby can also start talking critical 
ly about the present government m 
India The presence of Soviet troops 


Ami'twistini^ is a word 
which has to be taken 
off the American 
lexicon while dealing 
with India. When the 
USA cannot offer much 
either in terms of arms 
or technology... the 
least Washington can 
do is stop arming 
Pakistan. 


in Afghanistan should make New 
Delhi sit up because if Pakistan is 
dismembered and the USSR has a 
handshaking border with India, then 
traditional ties notwithstanding, dan¬ 
ger would be on India’s doorstep. 
While Russian arms have been made 
available on easy credit terms, in 
recent years a phenomenon has been 
noticed which ought to cause con¬ 
cern. It is well-known that while the 
Russian equipment comes cheap, the 
spare parts are not made available on 
easy terms. India has a medium de¬ 
fence production base, which has 
produced good equipment for the 
army in the past. While the aircraft 
factories have been churning out 
reassembled aircraft (with some in- 
digenouscomponents), the ordnance 
factories have played a major role in 
self-sufficiency. Till now, foreigners 
have not been posted as advisers in 
the 35 ordnance factories. In the new 
armoured car factory which is being 


set up at Medak, a group of Russian ; 
expert.'! are being stationed. Soviet | 
teams have been going round de- 
fence installations in Kanpur and 
Avadi in recent years. The Mazgaon 
docks have been offered orders from 
Russia- to keep India busy in obso¬ 
lete technology, while advanced 
tfcchnologv is offered from abroad. 
This trend, of allowing Russians to 
base themselves permanently in 
ordnance factories, has to be curb ;d 
if India wants to take advantage of 
advanced technology from the West 
The main charge which the West has 
been levying against this country 
while refusing to transfer technology 
is that the Russians could get access 
to such information While the West 
is blindly refusing arms and technol¬ 
ogy to India on the Russian pretext, 

I their policy is slowlv driving India 
I into a position m which its dt p; nd 
j ence on Russia is increasing It is a 
j VICIOUS circle, which can only be 
! broken if Americans realise India’s 
I nation,tl perspect!ve.s and stare scll- 
i ing arms to this country. The recent 
: visit of defence officials from 
• Washington has raised hopes in this 
regard 

The silver lining m Indo-American 
relations is visible from the recent 
memorandum of understanding 
which has been signed on transfer of 
technology. Though the areas have 
not been specifietl, the very fact that 
the USA is willing to part with tech¬ 
nology to India is heartening. But the 
Americans may not have anything 
extra to offer in terms of either 
technology or armaments. 

One thing which the USA has to 
appreciate while dealing with India 
is that this nation cannot be brow¬ 
beaten. When the .secretary of com¬ 
merce, Baldridge, talked of in¬ 
creased American investment in In¬ 
dia, in the same breath he hinted 
that the action against the Union 
Carbide Corporation, the American 
multinational responsible for the 
Bhopal disaster, should be lenient. 
Arm-twisting is a word which has to 
he taken off the American lexicon 
while dealing with India. When the 
USA cannot offer much either in 
terms of arms or technology due to 
constraints put by the American Con- 
gre.ss, the lea.st which Washington’s 
policy-planners can do in the short 
term is to stop arming Pakistan and 
start appreciating India’s national 
pride. 

The Prime Minister’s visit to the 
West comes at a time when India can 
make a serious bid to win over the 
West. India has appreciated the 
West’.s policies. The time has come 
for the West to respect India’s role in 
the N on - Aligned Movement. 
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^India in Improving Her Relations 
With the USA Does Not 
Have to Harm Its Relations 
With Anyone Else” 

Hurrv Barnrs, American (iinhassador toilndia, tcdks to M / Akhar 


HTjjt in vou! UPH is '■/le stale of 
V Jflndo US loiaiiofis on (he ev'o o/ 
— P\mw Mtnistt't Rjjn G.wdhi s 

■ llsif > 

A As fat IS the USA o concerned one 
iheie IS RriMt e\pe('a»<on and some excite 
ment ihoiit his visit That cotne'^ about 
because of the substantial intiease in the 
amount ol attention that Indi > ha. attiacted 
in the US in the past si\ months o. so 
Secondly, oui fovernment ha. aheady in 
vested a substantial imount ot ctfiai in 
piepaiing toi his visit Ihiidh, the interest 
in India uhich I referied to e iihei has been 



Hm rs Barnes 


augmented suhstantialK by the news that 
hd' been lonmip ftoni India about how the 
now Prime NUnister has been C'lng about 
haiidliiip hi' couotiv s piohbois ind 
pet haps this imgs an e' ho imonj; Amt'tu ans 
of out ewnti Kbrum ot the lust lOOd.iys ind 
the'inpoit I'M I o( I lieginnmi: He has bt i ii 
poitias.i 'sy Ametii ois is a \nv 

appe.tli'ip firrtt 

Q Ml Rjj" Rt' le.iri 

\ WlI| Its 'h' IP.'// Siittf Iminiiil, I 
think the u.ed (ha' r.im m oni oi its . 
'■ditoiiih 

P'line Miii! t-‘t R t|i\ t,.iiidhi I t<oir>i'in.i , 
tiort of a new'Its. a p' tsoo isho h eii i been i 
known on th wcild stai;. . onmig in ie<< nt 
times into'ht Ami i uaii i onsi mu siu ss into ' 
oui awaieno's at a time w hi n that .iw or 
ness ha' bei n iiu te.ising vt i\ suhst.int'.illy 
Till re i‘ 1 lot ot svnipttiiy i Im ol stiannp 
you might 'ay, foi '.ointom new amuone 
who IS trying 

Q I'cin 1rhtit ont ot tht ioo'.oo', U>r 
thf‘ thansr tn .ntttiulo 's /xiaosi R.nii 
Gtndhi IS not Wis (,andhi'' 

A When Mts (<andhi was last in the ftsA 
in 1982, and I was iheit' with hei she had 
evoked 1 think an exception.illy lav oui able 
tedction It IS no seciet that fheie had been 
Americans who weic ciiric.il ot her I oi a 
broad group of Ameiicans. she oveiiame 
much of that I think I will prefei to put it in 
a slightly ditleient wav he is obviously not 
his mother, different, but his own person, 
and what he is attempting to do, he is 
attempting to do in his own way 

Q. But Mii Gandhi did /eave a strong 
partly psvLhologual, paith iraJ -lesoin 
ment in the State Department, nhat may be 
called the hangoxet ot 197 < 

A Suie, I am not dtsagteeing with you 
only, my own perception is that m'lch ot that 
resentment, much of that ct iiicism was ovei 
come by the ettons she made in 1982 And 
even if there was a residual factor, I did not 
find that (during my recent visit to USA) 
The focus IS on this new man, what is it he ts 
doing, what he ts trying to achieve It is not a 
backward look, it is a foiward look 
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Q What do you think he is trying to 
achieve? 

A That IS a question better put to him I 
can tell you some of the echoes one hears. 
Among the first steps which have attracted 
our attention, tv/o would probably (stand 
out) One, the change with past practices 
that his government’s budget is seen to 
represent India has had, at least for Amer¬ 
ican business, a leputaiion for being a 
difficult place for foreign business And with 
his stress on efficiency, with his stress on 
reducing obstacles, with his stress on all 
sectors of the economy—of course the pn 
vate sectoi has a particular impoitance, in 
terms of oui own practice—his stress on all 
these have sti uck the US as being imponant 
The second thing that has caught our atten 
turn i> the initiative he has taken in (impro¬ 
ving f India’s lelations with her neighbours 
Ihis has struck the people of the UsA as an 
impoi taut Mgn 

Q rht wteiciting point is at course, the 
buduet 1 oieign poJiLS tends to. at some 
point 01 thf othet reflect ,i total ideology It 
IS a tiiiious parallel, but Mrs Gandhi's turn 
. toirards the left in the late Si\tu s was 
ptihaps a pieioTidition lot the Indo boviet 
treats Do sou thtuk that the piesent budget 
' 1 . a fotei unnet of another shift in toicign 
policy'^ 

I A I am not sure whether sou an >uggest 
I inf’ the tcononiu d-ieiminism .ippioath 
j ^'o 1 wouldn’t d'nv an\ coiint<-*ion be 
tv.etii aco’uitts , t conoinic approac h and its 
foiiign point Imt here, as I undeistand, 
v/hat tht PfI I. living to do is give pnoiity 
' to to use ail Ainetican phrese g» I the 
I countiy going To the extent that getting the 
1 coun’ry moving invoUes grcaiei tollabora 
tion i/ith loitigii countries he e living to 
tigurt out what the US has to olloi in terms 
of K chiiologs sales or mvestnu lit and then 
om tan diaw a line towards closer economic 
iiadt I elation* with the USA And it auto 
maticalls )ollov»s, therefore, that in terms of 
India’s fnieign policy ^here is a very sigiufi 
cant shift I take it for granted, for example, 
that India has decided to be on good terms 
with a number of othei countries, including 
the Soviet Union, which s/as the paiti.es of 
the tiiend'-hip tieaty of 197i 1.. fact it 
to me at Ic-'t from our .:.S, ihut 

lud..- in impri'ving her rel-t.ous v..th -s dees 
not huVv te harm its ie!atic/n. v/iih ar^o’-e 

Q Bs anyone, else, do you Moicoi/’ 
That's the tn/y “anybody ei o' yoj „re 
v'oiriod about in any ca,^ 

A No 1 suppose I can 1., v,orri,,J ifiout 
somebody el.o (laughs) 

Q V/l.e: has been the SoV4„: r^aci ,.o to 
tho U2 ,jVC'j^ 

A Well 1 have not see.! i..y .all, yei Ui„ 
fcjf.-r. of SovitL commentary ot. rht budget, 
noi any Soviet commentu.y'm .^ny iM.m* 1 
mtt'tijued ooilier, about India’s rulotion* 
with her noishbours 1 mit'K: give you 'jornt 
thing of u little indiie-t icla.encc—cUc 
attacks appearing in certai: cegsi e.-'s ai Iiw 
Indian ; rco*- which are well I.uuwu.o. _.._li 
we say, reflecting Soviet v,.r»u.r ll u-w 



have intensified in the lecent past 1 find 
that I ha b > >n honoured by some ol the 
^.ttcuciui., '..ome of the attacks 

0 cii.-’v av you are a CIA agent 

A Juuging by the intenstty, obvio* sly 1 
muji bv uaujing someuody great wofs T 1 
have 1 .. bo attacked so often And when tome 
of the .id, r cho..rnuts which have not I'cc r. 
used tui o v,h.lo ai'c being I was in C ali j’t. 
and sf„' t.ilking about general Indo U*-' • L 
non hip Wl.ai I fc.und interesting was th..i 
n...ct of the q.*o..t.o.’.s tfrom the audience) 
v.cce or. Ir.do US iclct.ons and the prospe* 

Of .n* p. o /.ng relations At the very end there 
wa.. V OL ci^esiion asked about the history c* 
US itrr. to P-l.istan This was a question not 
f.or...... L.d.o.i citizen but a represtniative 

of ........ .our.iry 

Q Wi... o.—ctly happened at this con 


Both Q[ m (India 
and the USA! 
tend to be quite 
sure that m sre 
right. We both 
put stress cn 
principles and 
therefars «ie 
hatie Isttie 
hesitation in 
judging others 
who don’t live up 
to our principles. 
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Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi is a 
combination of 
newness, a 
person who 
hasn’t been 
known on the 
world stage, 
coming in recent 
times into the 
American 
consciousness, 
into our 
awareness at a 
time when that 
awareness has 
been increasing 
substantially. 



froncatjon with a Soviet diplomat^ 

A As far as 1 am concerned, I felt that our 
experience with the Soviet Union from 194*? 
onwards gave us veiy good reasons to be 
Lonceined about their intentions 
Q intentions in south Asia^ 

A Intentions eveiywheie 
Q There was another wc ident during your 
visit to Calcutta, on the highway, where 
there was a security problem We never got 
to know what actuallv happened 
A I don’t know either From the report I 
heard, somebody who had a weapon was 
detained bv the police Whether that person 
was armed that day for some purpose con 
nected with what happened on the road, or 
some other purpose I don’t know 
Q Do vou perceive a threat to vourlife in 
Delhi ^ 

A Well, as you know there has been a 
British deputy high commissionei killed in 
Bomba) and a Soviet embassy officer killed 
in Delhi But there aie American embassy 
officials who die in other countries And so I 
think It IS foolish for anyone to say that a 
lepresentative of a foieign country is faced 
with a gre-ater danget (in Delhi) But the 
perpetiators of tho two killings I have men 
tinned so far, have not been found So one 
does not know who is going around doing the 
harm 

Q Is Delhi verv high on thi sccutitv list 
altei this^ 

A I’ll < ome back to my point before Ihese 
days unfortunately nobody knows (where 
teiiorists might strike) But thcit has not 
been a history of this kind ot a thing in India 
as far as foreign diplomats are concerned 
with one exception conceining a loidanian 
diplomat 

Q There Mas a missile attack on the f^S 
embassy once 

A In 1983, I think it was A rocket was 
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ImtlraOamllii nd Rgjlv bandhi (rxtrrme right) at the Kennedy Center. In I9K2 


launched from out here from a rather crude 
launcher in the evening It was fortunately 
deflected by the fence and was subsequently 
defused The persons responsible for that 
have not been found 
Q Do you think Indian authorities ate less 
than effective in trying to find this out^ 

A No 1 have no basis for judging any 
particular case I know from my own con 
tacts with Indian authorities that they have 
been very helpful So, if the culprit has not 
been found, it is simply the fact that he 
hasn’t been found It does not mean that 
they (the police) did not take the threat 
seriously 

Q Do you think the Afghan refugees in 
Delhi ate a securit} threat to athei embas 
sies, nor necessarily to the Americans'^ 

A I don’t see why the Afghan refugees 
should be a threat to Americans 

Q No, to the othei embassies, in the sense 
that they create an atmospheie of Molenct 
which then breeds lesponst 
A The demonstrations I have se n b\ the 
Afghan refugees are peaceful 

Q Theie was an accusation that the Sox let 
oftiual was killed hv the Afghans 
A I know 1 know Thett wete seveial 
aicusations 1 have no basis to confirm ui 
deny any oi them 

Q Io go back a littit into the history at 
Indo l!S relationships at what time did 
rniiigs start going wiong 1 mean in 19f~ 
India and the USA were potential \ the best 
of tiiciids What happtmd then’' 

A 1 can probably dtsciibc the interim 
peiiod as a scries of cuivid lines Some 
people use the lollet loastei (image to 
define Indo US rtlaiions) which is piobablv 
a little di imatic 

Q Sounds nice, like dominoes 
A 1 he t oiler coastei implu s an elf nu rit of 
speed which 1 don’t think IS I tally light But 
I t an pick on some periods 

I ti s stall with the mid 1 iftics when wc 
were fieshh immersed in the cold war 
expeiienct We felt let down by Indi.i and 
some othei countries, m terms oi what |ohn 
I ostei Dulles used to call neutiahsm a lack 
of aware nt ss of the threat posed by the 
Soviet Union Correspondingly from what I 
can lemember from the documents, I think 
that Pandit Nehru was disappointed and felt 
let down with our response in the situation, 
especially when (the problem) came close to 
India, as exemplified by the Eisenhower 
offer in terms of assistance to Pakistan And 
vet, I am told, when Eisenhower came here 
in the late Fifties, he received a tremendous 
welcome And 1 can assume that despite the 
unhappiness on both sides, bv the end of the 
decade there was a willingness not only to 
live with each other but to get along reason 
ablv well Talking to mv ptedecessoi who 
was here in 1962, the sense 1 got was that 
theie was a great need here, a need for 
outside support, particularlv during the 
Chinese invasion, and a corresponding great 
appreciation for the US response 
I feel the Sixties was a period of 
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relatively good feelings between the two 
countries Certainly in terms of American 
economic assistance to India, it was a high 
point and projects were launched which had 
substantial impact on the relations between 
the two countries Not as spectacular in the 
public mind as Bhilai or Bokaro, but it had 
Its impact on two things agriculture and 
technology—the lITs 
Q Why doe', Amenta have this unique 
ability to sabotage itx own efforts bv a 
mistake or tvso^ 

A You think the ability is unique only to 
us’ 

Q Well maybe it is something the super 
powers indulge in all the time 
A Well, I could say it is almost human, 
and not confined only to the superpowers 
t veil middle range powers and occasioi. illy 
developing countries also have that caps 
bility 

Q Do YOU think we have that capability^ 
A I think It IS only human So if you are 
, human you have that ability just as well as 
I anybody else does But we certainly have not 
i taken advantage of all opportunities when 
we should have 

Q Do you agree that the two basic ele 
ments about the relationship ate the image, 
of India that you have and the othci of 
course is Pakistan around which it all 
L voices ’ 

A [ hese ai e the two pi oven elemt ms But 
beside this theie is the Indian image of the 
I US 

I Q Sort The question I da want to ask vou 
I IS Has the Indian image changed from the 
days of Knshni Mtno/i’ 

A He ccitainlv has had the unique ability 
to cast the negative shadow I am not talking 
I about whethti he should or should not have 
done so but the impact has been negative 
I Yes I would say the image has definitely 
changed And to talk about the period with 
which I am iamiliai, I think it began to 
I change about the time of Mrs Oandhi’s visit 
^es certainly ii began to change duringhei 
administiation starting in 1980, apaii from 
the economic measures we have touched on 
before At least there was a sense that, there 
was an evolution in the (Indian) govern 
ment s approach to the economy 

Ihen, 1 think the increasing prominence of 
Indians of American descent has begun to 
play (a part) 

Q Selig Harrison, in his recent testimony 
to the ‘senate, said that the American 
perception of India still consists ot by and 
large snake-chaimers and povgrty—neither 
of which IS teallv true now 
A I have a lot of respect for Selig Hai rison 
and I don’t disagree with him But if vou are 
talking about levels ot perceptions, there 
are undoubtedly Americans who still think 
of India in terms of the Taj Mahal, snake 
charmers and the sacred cow But part of the 
increased interest in India, even though 
some of the interest comes by way of sav, a 
tragic event like the assassination of Mrs 
Gandhi, and some comes by way of dwelling 
on the British rej, and other elements as 
well, like the Gandhi film, the elections, 
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which have all began to portiav India in 
broadei termv-the images are becoming 
more complex 

Q A little mote teal 
A 1 think they aie more real suie 
Q What IS the n asoti for this schirophit 
rue attitude to India■' In the sense India s 
relationships at the ttacel and ctmmunua 
tion level aie extremely good nith the west, 
and America in pariiculai I mean nobodx 
wants to migrate to Soviet Russia > c I theic 
IS so much ot hosuhtv at tht politual lex 1 1 
A I don’t see a lot of hostility now You 
may set it I don t set it 
Q Yesteiday in Parliament which is the 
voice ot the Indian electoiate then weie 
speeches about the USA don’t vou call that 
hostility ’ 

A Theie wtre four of fivt people who 
paiticipatc*d in the debate 

Q Theic were foui ot five sptakt rs includ 
ing a minister, who was nor \tt\ com 
plimentaiy 

A The question is What is hostility and 
what IS not hostility’ I am not suipiised that 
in a couiitty of 700 million people there aie a 
few who ate hostile to the United States 
among them some members of Parliament 
There aie probably some people in the 
United ''fates who aie hostile to India But 1 
am talking about the relationship beiwt t n 
the two governments 1 don’t find hostility 1 
find different's, sometimes shatp diHci 
enccs (not hostility) Maybe theie was hostil 
ity in 1971 but the three and a halt yt ars I 
have been here, 1 have not found hostility 
Q One mote question on ptrccptions 
befoif ae go on to the question oi Pakistan 
Did the US, at some time maybe dm ing the 
Fifties and Sixties, become a victim ot the 
conscijus Pakistani piopaganda that India 
was leally ruled bv the Hindu bania who 
could not realiv he trusted, who was sbiftv 
while Pakistan had the stiaight good (oloncl 
with a moustache and therefore could be 
trustee/’ 

A My impressions of Indiabegin inihe cat W 
Fifties and I saw something of India in the 


You can argue 
whether 
(America’s) 
expectations are 
reasonable or 
not, but 

Americans have 
expected from 
India much 
greater 

understanding as 
a fellow 

democracy. It is 
clear that 
Indians have 
expected the 
same thing and 
have been 
disappointed 
because they 
have not got it. 
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There are 
undoubtedly 
Americans who 
still think of 
India in terms of 
the Taj Mahal, 
snake-charmers, 
and the sacred 
cow. 


Sixties You may be right, because most of 
the people I dealt with tended to talk more 
about the Krishna Menon type of scene, as 
preaching, moralistic, rather than the other 
side But if you generalise on both the 
countries, there is a very high element of 
expectation and conespondingly. an ele 
ment of disappointment if those expecta 
tions are not realised You can argue 
whether the expectations are reasonable or 
not, but Americans have expected from 
India much greater understanding as a 
fellow democracy It is clear that Indians 
have expected the same thing and have been 
disappointed because they have not got it 
Q Yes, this IS certainly one of the leasons 
why theie should be better relations be 
tween the two countries It is curious that 
the two should be hostile 
A Again you have used the word hostile I 
think you are overdoing it 
Q Bur the point is, whv should there not 
be d better climate^ Whv That is one thing 
that seems very difficult to understand 
A Well, ril give you my own theory, 
which draws from the expectations I was 
talking about Both of us tend to be quite 
sure that we are right We both put stress on 
principles and therefoie we have little 
hesitation in judging others who don’t live 
up to our principles So, there is on clement 
of judgment which makes both of us sus 
ceptible to condemning each others lapses 
in terms of expectations Of course one of 
the important accomplishments of the 
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penod which I am familiar with, has been 
to concentrate in very definitely trying to 
reduce those areas of misunderstanding, and 
trying to build up our interests around areas 
where our ideas coincide, and to take this up 
very carefully and very seriously 

Q m Now, to get back to the central issue 
■ that creates problems, and that is 
Pakistan What is really the American 
perception of India and Pakistan^ 

A That IS a huge question The American 
perception of India is one of the fun 
damental elements of recognition of the size 
of the country But we realise that India now 
has a leadership and that leadership is 
trying to make some very important changes 
in the way the country is piogressing, rang 
ing from education to the norms of society 
Q You approve of these changes’ 

A Sure Approve m the sense of thinking 
that It is important for a country to under 
stand the need foi education we aie im 
pressed by the attack on a whole range of 
problems As far as Pakistan is concerned 
we have long lelt that it would be (.ood it the 
people of Pakistan no longer had to live 
under a martial law regime And therefore 
the first steps for a more democratic society 
in Pakistan 

C* Do vou think the recent elections in 
Pakistan had a great amount of tredibilits 
A I rom what I have gatherc d from people 
who have been to Pakistan recently it seems 
to me the mood has changed, there is a sense 
of things happening and that there is an 
expectation that a bit ol a process has now 
begun that offers some hope of a transition 
back to democracy 

Q Would you accept an election in Amer 
ica where the Democrats weie not allowed to 
contest'^ 

A I am not talking about absolute stan 
dards All I'm talking about is that there 
does seem to be a change in Pakistan which 
people there so I am told perceive as 
hopeful 

Q Given Afghanistan and seeing the im 
portance you give to both countries, why 
don’t you see the subcontinent as a frontline 
area against “Soviet expansion” rather than 
just treating Pakistan as a frontline country^ 
A We do in the sense that we do try to 
stress m our conversations with Indian ofti 
cials that we think that the implications of 
the Soviet presence in Afghanistan should 
be the worry of the subcontinent and not 
just confined to Pakistan 
Q What do the Indian officials say then’ 
A Mostly they say that they have a 
different perspective That the problem is 
one which is on the Pakistani border with 
Afghanistan 

Q Would you agree that it is in India’s 
self interest to see that the Soviet troops 
remain in Afghanistan^ 

A My impressions after talking to Indian 
officials is that India objects in principle to 
foreign troops occupying other countries 
and their position therefore would be that 
the Soviet troops should leave Afghanistan 
Q That IS the official position But the 
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twuble with foreign policy is that there is a 
gtedt amount of diffference between what 
vou are sdvine and what you are thinking 
A I don’t myself see any particular advan 
tajie to India from the Soviet troops remain 
ing in Afghanistan 

Q 1 1 an "yte a gteat amount of advantage 
If iinmediatcly stops Pakistani tioops from 
destahilisiiifi Vuniah 
.A Wiihout commenting oil youi implira 
tions It stems to me that India, which has 
always said that supeipoweis should not get 
iiivolitd m tilt subcontinent, could well 
have an ovt iriding interest that the Soviets 
leave Alghanistaii 

Q I hat s on tht thcoictical level 
A Well It IS obviously India's decision It 
set ins to mi that when vou have a supeipow 
ei on tin suhtontimnt foi the last couple of 
veils It dots laise some questions on the 
loill' I 1111 

Q s but if lie did not halt suspicions 
about \inttKa s lole in the dt stabilisation 
pioiLss till Mghanistan issue max haxe 
hem siiilid tai/iei 

\ Wt II, besidi s objecting to the question 
ol Amenta s participation in the destabilisa 
tiqn pnitt it stems to me that India has to 
I btr fust a ludgt of its own inteiests to the 
extent lli.it ns st If interest is thieatened by 
. thi Soviet {list nee in Aff. Iiaiiistan 1 lom 
j oui Mandpoint 'he implitations of the 
I Soviets niovinj on' bi vond tht gtneially 
' ttcoeiii I tl 1)01 del' .iftti the Sttond Woild 
I W.o lie iiniilii itions loi tlii whole legion 
' ind I to lie III ned with gteat stilO'ioitss 
(,> /foil ait von 1,0111/ to alJax Indian 
I UN/)it/iii lOoul tin Ami lie III loU I'l 
fun I ih 

\ Well at nil 1 ini not suitwhai suspi 
i eioii> vou have in imiid No one fiom the 
gov(1 mm 11' ot liuli 1 Ills 1 iisttl anv uspi 
cions 'o im toi ill lltest months 

IJ lit/' ion kiunx (III iiiinisii ' toi foteigti 
allaiis said in failianieiii (and I haxi the 
csait t/noft ) that I niti d ‘stiltsol Ami in a 
IS slioxMii/. Old iiidiil/eiHi to the ntioiists 
and that is as diicit as atiMliiii/i 

A lilt ir.iiiistci has not txpitssed that to 
me I don t know what the ministet is talking 
about Nootlicialot the goveinmcntof India 
has txptcssed to me anv concein ovei ovei 
indulgenct So I don't know what thi minis 
tet IS talking .ibout 

Q 7/it iniiiistei said it in Pailiamerii 
A I take voui woid for it I am not 
questioning that the ministti said it All 1 am 
telling vou IS that the mniistei of state lot 
extcinil affairs has said nothing to me the 
Amt I It an ambassadoi in India abou tht 
Uniiod States being over indulgent So 
thcietoic I do not know what the ministei 
means by what he said in Parliament and 
iherefoit 1 don t know what suspicions 1 
have to allay betause I don't know vliat 
these siispitioiis arc 

Q Let me see it 1 can conxex them Fhe 
suspicions aiethatiiiconjunction with Pakis 
tan, you ate tixing to weaken India 
A Nonsense, nonsense, absolute non 
sense 

^ It is a common petception 
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A It may be a common pt iception but it 
IS absolute nonsinsi and a lot of [leople 
believe that kind of absolute nonscnsi If 
they leallv think that a tountiv like ouis is 
eithei so foolish oi so stu|iid as to haihotit 
that soit of intention, then I think tin it is 
nothing that tan be done But 1 have much 
grcatei faith in the jieoplt ot India than voui 
question seems to indicate 

<J Instances like the stall mint made h\ 
some Sikhs in the (ongtcss get a lot ot 
hi adimes 

\ I go hat k to what f said about the 
jnobleni ol pelcepnon^ I think theie is a 
significant dilficuliv, and it woiks both 
wavs 1 sdv the peojilt w tio tilew up the 
incident the othei day have little unden | 
standing about how the I nited States Con 
giess votks and tot that matlei have li'tle 
undeistanding about the impoitanteof free , 
speech in the I'tiited States And iheietoie j 
It shows that Wt have to and fiupelullv those 
in India who want a lelationship with the I'S 
also havt to ti v to help people to iindei stand | 
mote adiqiatclv what the US is like Wt 
weie talking eailiet about Ameiuati images 
ot India lx ing limited to some Ameritanx 
thinking ot India as a counttv of snake 
chatmeis and ( ovei tv 1 his ts a situation of | 
inadequate undeisiandinc’ I 

Q What ate tin basn images xoii lound ' 
tioublesome-' I 

A Vou (ust cited one—that somehow the ' 
US 1 St eking to destabilist India Ihe I 
seconii ne is twerything that is said in the ' 
US has the support ot the goveinni«nt of the 
US Which comes as a stiangc peiception 
tiom tlie people who piidt then selves on 
being able to speak fieeh Some ot tht 
people who make these statements have 
trouble in unde i standing that fiet speech is 
flee 'petth 

Q To continue on the subletr of suspi 
cions, the feeling is now growing that the US 
wou d turn like to sec a much sttongei 


I am not 

surprised that in 
a country of 700 
million people 
there are a few 
who are hostile 
to the US, among 
them some 
Members of 
Parliament. 
There are 
probably some 
people in the US 
hostile to India. 
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Rajiv Gandhi is 
obviously not his 
mother, 

different, but his 
own person, and 
what he is 
attempting to do, 
he is attempting 
to do in his own 
way... The focus 
is on this new 
man, what is it 
he is doing, what 
he is trying to 
achieve. It is not 
a backward look, 
it is a forward 
look. 


Pakistan and perhaps a Pakistan with nut 
tear potential 

A I think there is d certain limit I don’t 
know how useful it is to go on commenting 
on dll these absuid assumptions But there is 
one thing clear about the US—that for about 

10 years we have devoted substanital efforts 
to limiting proliferation ot nucleat weapons 
An Act was passed bv the Congress and that 
has caused a lot of problems with a vaiietv of 
countries Ihere should be no mistaki about 
the USA s position on the accjuisition of 
nuclear weapons 

But when the Pakistani scientist who 
was stealing whatever was lequiitd is n 
leased 

A I he individual, under the terms of the 
law, was in fact handled exactly as he should 
have been As a result of that sort of case, 
and some otheis, the government is seeking 
new legislation At the lime of the crime, it 
was a clear violation of certain statutes 
which at the time when legislation was 
adopted, were considered minoi charges 
Then was nothing recovered and actuallv 
nothing really taken, but seeing the serious 
ness of the case we are now trying to get a 
legislation passed 

Q What would vou say was, in the last 
three decades the cardinal determinant in 
the US perception ot the subcontinent^ 

A I find It hard to pin down one point But 

11 I had to take just one, I would take the 
more recent history and I will most probably 
take Afghanistan I say this because from 
the US standpoint it represents such a break 
with the past in terms of our perception of 
the Soviet threat and because it has brought 
about a resumption of relations with Pakis 
tan which had been suspended during the 
Carter period And the very fact that the 
C'artei administration, despite all its diffei 


ence with Paki tan sought to levive thost 
relations 1 am still ot the otnnion that ihi 
Indian viewpoint and tht US viewpoint an 
very similai in th<- sense that we both 
be he VC that tht Soviet I iiion has to take its 
troops out of Afghanistan The difficulties 
and differenci s come iii the area if implua 
lions of how It IS to bt_ acromplished and 
what actions irc or aie not lustifud in the ' 
light ot that 

Q Tilt It weit It polls about the use of 
Kaiachi as a facility lot tht US na\ v, and a 
tentatn e hast at Pt shawai - would you den\ 
that as kitt flying 

A I used thi word nonsense earlier I 
think 1 might ts well use the same word 
again I don’t know how many times we hayc 
to deny this It is pait of the same trash that 
IS being put out it is tust the lecyclingof old 
chestnut It is not fiue today, it was not true 
last week and was not true a year ago 
Q And hupefulh not riue in the future 
eitht r-* 

A Your hopes are tustified 
Q The statement that was made last 
October by the US ambassador in Pakistan 
that the US would support Pakistan against 
aggiessioti from the east 
A These were words again that were 
taken out ot context Our purpose and sub 
)ect of assistance to Pakistan is quite clear 
Q 4/e vou saying then that Indo US 
intetests an in tact toiiseiging’’ 

A If I wore to draw a diagram, the lines 
would be moving closet to each other in 
stead of diverging There is always going to 
be a gap but I think what is recognised most 
of the time is the set of fundamental in 
teiests that we share It is understandable 
through the thesis that il you do have high 
expectations it is inevitable that there will 
be disappointment 


26 


SUNDAY ^-eJun• IMS 







COVER STORY 


_ATrou MedP ast 

Nikhil Chakravartty traces the course Indo-American re/utions have taken since 

the independence movement 


T here is a mythology about the 
United States in our country 
that having revolted from 
British rule, it must have al 
ways been friendly towards the Indi 
an people kept in subjugation by the 
same imperial power In 1909, when 
the militant wing under Tilak had 
already begun the crusade against 
foreign rule, when the massive mill 
tant swBdesht campaign bv the Con 
gress defeated the British designs to 
partition Bengal, when the radical 
revolutionaries from Aurobindo at 
one end to Lajpat Rai at the other 
from Har Dayal to Subramaniya 
Bharati, laised the national move 
ment to new heights of militancv, at 
that very moment how did the US 
government react’ President Theo 
dore Roosevelt spoke in glowing 
terms on 18 January 1909 about the 
civilising mission of the British ra; in 
India “A greater feat than was per 
formed under the Roman empire” 
adding that “the successful adminis 
tration of the Indian empiie bv the 
English has been one of the most 
notable and most admirable achieve 
ments of the white race during the I 
past two centui les ” Kipling could 
not have done better in selling the 
white man’s burden The lot of Indi 
an emigrants in Ub\ m those days, 
estimated to be about 11,000 n 
cidentally most of them were Sikh 
peasants from Punjab—was degrad 
ing, often victims of mob violence 
And in 1917, the LS government 
totally banned immigration from 
India 

Rabindranath Tagore who was a 
tireless wanderei had nowhere en 
countered the humiliating treatment 
as he met at the hands ol US im 
migration officials in 1929 He can 
celled his trip bitterly saying “Jesus 
could not get into America because 
first of all he would not have the 
necessary money, and secondly he 
would be an Asiatic ” In an earlier 
visit, he was sought to be scared by a 
“detective agency” that some Indi 
ans were plotting to kill him When 
Tagore protested, he was accused in 
a case of having taken money from 
the Germans In 1921 after he had 
raised his voice against the British 
massacre at Jalianwalabagh, he was 
treated in the USA with “unmiti 
gated discourtesy,” to quote his 
own words 


Gandhi when invited to visit USA 
after the London Round Table Con 
ference in 1931 declined saving “It 
IS difficult to wean the golden call 
from the worshippeis of Mammon ” 

W ith World War II came a signifi , 
cant phase of US interest in the 
Indian situation Gen Lisenhower as 
the Allied Supremo frankly uiged 1 
that ‘ we have to hold the Indian 
bastion at all costs, otherwise a )unc 
tion between the Japanese and Ger | 
man forces would be accomplished 
through the Persian Gulf ” President i 
Roosevelt, sensitive to American I 
public opinion and himself a strung | 
Democrat bluntly wrote to Churchill 
'Tht feeling is almost universally 
held that the deadlock has been 
caused by the unwillingness ol the 
British government to concede to the 
1 Indians the right of self goveinment’ 
and warned that if the Cripps ntgo 
I nations in Apiil 1942 collapsed and 
I the Japanese successfully insaded 
India “the prejudicial leaction on 
American public opinion can hardlv 
be overestimated ” 

This Biitish defence of its empire 
against Ameiican probings did not. 


howecti jutlive the war at the end 
ol which it was USA which emerged 
as the leading impellal power with 
Biitain piaving second fiddle to it 
Tht fust I'S ambassddoi to indepen 
dent India Dr Henrs Grady, said in 
December 1947 ‘It is tremendously 
important to k< t p India on our side 
in the world struggle ’ I he “world 
struggli ” that Di Gradv leterred to 
was the new cold war that had 
ah eadv begun 1 he 1 rumaii Doctrine 
ol ciusadc against communisir had 
been piuclaimed nine months ear 
lict 

The new Indian goveinment under 
Jawaharlal Nehru began with sincere 
expectations Irom the USA The first 
rude shock tame when in all inno 
ccnct Nthiu referred the Pakistani 
aggression into Kashmir to the Secur 
itv f ounc il hoping to get justice But 
It was found that thiougliout the US 
sided with Bnrain in backing Pakis 
tan agdinM India despite the tact 
that Wairen Austin the then US 
representativr at the LN had to 
concede that Kashmirs sovereignty 
had passed to India with the acces 
Sion of thf state of Jammu and 
Kashmir to the Indian Union 



Jawaharlal Nehru with Indira Gandhi in New > ork in I95<i 
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Indhra Gandtii witil RcHuid Reacan 


The basis of America's pro- ; 
Pakistan policy is to be traced essen- i 
tidily to Its t>lobal told war strateny. j 
Sir Olaf C^aroe, the well known Bnt- | 
ish ideologue for retaining tlie inipe 
rial hold on what he called the 
“northern stTeen” states along the 
Soviet border, actually went to 
Washington to hand over his know¬ 
how to the. burgeoning American 
imperial power and confessed that 
he had “more ttian once flattered 
myself that J.F. Dulles’ phrase, ‘the 
northern tier’ was the product of 
Caioe’s thinking.’’The wiser among 
the cold war veterans even at that 
Stage vverc, however, cautious about 
this reverse line of arming Pakistan. 
As early as 19.S0 at a banquet for 
Liaqat Ali Khan, it was George Ken- 
nan who warned against such an 
adventure: “We must observe the 
utmost care not to enter into rela¬ 
tionships which might become the 
subject of misunderstanding either 
here or in the partnei Country or 
elsewhere. Or, which we could not be 
sure of tarrying through to a success¬ 
ful conclusion satisfactory to all con¬ 
cerned.’’ 

The American ob.session about get¬ 
ting military bases in Pakistan starts 
from those early days In September 
DfSl the then US air force chief of 
staff told Che.sier Bowles, about to 
tome to India as the American 
ambassador- “We are going, to give 
you some trouble out there in India 
because we have our eye on bases in 

?8 ' 


Pakistan ’’ The famous lilt had 
alreadv begun. 

I n October 1949, when Nehru paid 
his first visit to USA as India’s 
Prime Minister, he went with hopes 
and expectations. In a confidential 
note before his visit, he wrote to his 
, sister, Vijaylakshmi Pandit, then In- 
1 dia’s ambassador in Washington: “I 
I want lo be friendly with the Amer¬ 
icans hut always making it clear what 
we stand for.” In his speech to the 
joint sesjiion of US Congress, he 
made the histone pronouncement: 
“Where freedom is menaced or jus¬ 
tice threatened or where aggression 
takes place, we cannot be and shall 
not be neutral.” He thought his 
American visit was “a strange 
melange.” 

Let it be noted that Nehru went 
first to the United States and his 
Soviet visit came later, actually after 
hi.s visit to China. The American 
reaction to Nehru’s visit in 1949 was 
interesting. At the public level, Adlai 
•Stevenson welcoming him to Chicago 
acknowledged that Nehru belonged 
to the "company of historic figures 
who wore a halo in their uwn life¬ 
times.” On the official side. Dean 
Acheson noted as the secretary of 
state, that Nehru was “one of the 
most difficult men with whom I have 
ever had to deal.” 

The years that followed brought 
out the widening gap between India’s 
independent stand on -foreign and 


economic policies and the dictates of 
American global strategy ahd con¬ 
servative economic policy. Gn -10 
November 19S3, Nehrti in a perSdnal 
letter to the then Pakistan premier, 
Mohammed Ali .jvarned against, the 
imminent military alliance between 
US and Pakistan. “If such an alliance 
takes place, Pakistan enters definite.- 
ly into the region of cold war. That 
means to us that the cold war has 
come to the very frontiers of India. It 
means also that, if real war comes, 
this also reaches the frontiers of 
India. This is a matter of serious 
consequence to us, who have been 
trying to build up an area of peace 
where there would be no war whatev¬ 
er happens elsewhere. It must also be 
a matter of grave consequence to us, 
you will appreciate, if vast armies 
are built up in Pakistan with the aid 
of American money.” And then the 
gentle hint: “All our problems will 
have to be seen in a new light.” ^ 

Two days later, on 12 November 
1953, Nehru came out explicitly in a 
letter to Panikkar tltaf ‘Tn effect 
Paki.stan becomes practically a col- i 
ony of the United Stales” and cor- I 
rectly asses,sed: “The United Siatt-.- j 
imagine that by this policy they have 
completely outflanked India’s so : 
called neutralism and will thus bring I 
India to her knees Whatever the ) 
futuie may hold, this is not going to 1 
happen. The first result ot all this j 
will be an extreme dislike of the 
United States in India. As it is. our 
relations are cool.” 

A bitter stage had already been 
reached when Nehru wrote in an 
official note; “1 duslike more and 
more this business of exchange of 
persons between America and India. 
The fewer persons that go from India 
to America or that come from the 
United States to India, the better.” 
And added “We have had quite 
enough of American superiority.” 
This was the period when John Fos¬ 
ter Dulles had branded non- 
alignment as “immoral.” 

The US arms aid to Pakistan was 
universally taken in India as a de¬ 
liberate threat to India. Krishna 
Menon’s famous retort to the US plea 
that the arms to Pakistan were meant 
to fight Soviet menace was that he 
had not yet known of any guns that 
would fire only in one direction. 
Even Rajagopalachari, then the lead¬ 
er of the Swatantra Party with its 
avowed pro-American bias, wrote in 
1959; “And what a curious game it is 
for America to lend or give to each 
country in the name of making an 
anti-communist bastion, but really 
the defence expenditure in each 
country is for defence or offence 
against the other country, as be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan.” It was the 




very same outlook which had led 
Nehru to refuse US arms when 
Eisenhower offered it to Pakistan. 

T he Chinese antipathy towards 
Nehru led to an American open¬ 
ing towards India. President 
Eisenhower visited New Delhi in 
1959. Three years later, when the 
Chinese military aggression took 
place in October 1962, the Indian 
foreign policy was in a shambles. 
Nehru wrote to President Kennedy 
for urgent military assistance and 
even a VOA deal was almost pushed 
through. The Anglo-American | 
squeeze could be seen in the Duncan 
Sandy’s mission which wanted to 
virtually lop off Kashmir for Pakis¬ 
tan. Within a few months, however, 
Nehru recovered to salvage non- 
alignment. But the weakness of the 
Indian position both politically and 
militarily was apparent. 

After Nehru’s death in 1964, the 
US calculation was that India would 
be more manageable under Shastri. 
This could be seen when Lai Bahadur 
Shastri got rid of T.T. Krish- 
namachari from the cabinet on a 
flimsy allegation but actually be¬ 
cause TTK was firmly opposed to the 
devaluation of the rupee as deman¬ 
ded by the World Bank. Shastri had a 
very short-lived innings, but even in 
course of that, his visit to the USA 
was cancelled by Washington be¬ 
cause of the stand he had taken on 
US policy in Vietnam. 

When Indira Gandhi came to pow¬ 
er in January 1966, preparations 
were afoot for an early visit to 
Washington. In March 1966, she went 
to USA, her first foreign trip as 
Prime Minister. There was euphoria 
all round and in a confidential 
strategy paper, President Johnson 
was briefed by the state department 
that future US aid were to be “linked 
quite directly to Indian performance 
on self-help measures” which specifi¬ 
cally in the US perception included 
among other things, “basic changes 
in economic policy as recommended 
by the IBRD (World Bank) and IMF, 
designed to free up the economy, 
stimulate the private sector, stimu¬ 
late exports and encourage private 
foreign investment through import 
liberalisation, related fiscal mea¬ 
sures and incentives to private enter¬ 
prise.” 

Interestingly, John Lewis, the then 
director of USAID, sent from Delhi a 
confidential assessment to the White 
House in which he claimed that In¬ 
dira Gandhi “has formed around her 
what is potentially the best Indian 
cabinet yet from our viewpoint” 
making a special reference to the 
exclusion of TTK, and was apprecia¬ 


tive of “the way the best pair, Sub- 
ramaniam and Asoke Mehta, have 
taken charge of economic policy.” He 
also added that Sachin Chaudhuri 
(then finance minister) was “a strong 
third” and that “Chavan and others 
support the Subramaniam-Mehta in¬ 
itiative.” John Lewis, however, tried 
to spell out “a few cautionary notes,” 
one of which was: “The significant 
opposition, both within the Congress 
and outside, is all from the left, that 
in the traditional Indian political 
lexicon the good and bad economic 
labels are almost inverse of our own, 
and that even a government trying to 
reform this view of things cannot 
escape it instantly.” Another signifi¬ 
cant caution was: “Indira’s own per¬ 
sonality—she has a proud Nehru 
streak, and like many of her country¬ 
men, takes much more kindly to 
being negotiated or reasoned with 
than lectured at.” 

Forearmed with such thorough 
briefing, President Johnson did his 
best to win Indira Gandhi over. Her 
kitchen cabinet was certainly a great 
help and among its chefs besides 
Subramaniam and Asoke Mehta, was 
her principal secretary L.K. Jha who 
is still continuing at the same job as 
could be seen from his quiet meeting 
with President Reagan on 25 May to 
“structure” Rajiv Gandhi’s imminent 
visit to Washington. 


B y June 1966, the result of this 
entente was evident: the govern¬ 
ment devalued the rupee at the be¬ 
hest of the World Bank without even 
taking the Congress party high com¬ 
mand into confidence. It was a poli¬ 
tical disaster that Indira Gandhi real¬ 
ised after the setback to her party’s 
fortunes at the next year’s general 
election. The kitchen cabinet found 
itself jobless. The next four years 
(1967-1971) saw memorable changes 
with Indira Gandhi fighting the old 
guard syndicate on radical internal 
policy issues while in the internation¬ 
al sphere, the US tilt became more 
and more pronounced towards Pakis¬ 
tan, culminating in the steaming in of 
the Seventh Fleet up the Bay of 
Bengal in December 1971 when In¬ 
dia, undaunted, lent a helping hand 
to the freedom-fighters in East Pakis¬ 
tan which led to the birth ot Bang¬ 
ladesh. Whatever might have been 
the American public feelings against 
the brutalities of the Pak mUitary 
junta in Bangladesh, the US adminis¬ 
tration left nobody in doubt about its 
unreserved support for the very 
same junta. 

As a significant caveat, one has to 
view the US response to Indira Gan¬ 
dhi’s Emergency. While the JP-led 
opponents of Indira Gandhi were 
claiming full support from the US in 
defence of Indian democracy, it is 
worth noting that Washington 
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showed no appreciable displeasure 
with the Emergencjr. Rather Paul 
Kreisberg, politically the most active 
member of the US diplomatic mis¬ 
sion in New Delhi at the time, was 
! very close to the Emergency e§tab- 
> lishment, and could even get Indira 
Gandhi and Sanjay to come and dine 
! with the American ambassador—no 
I doubt, a high point in diplomatic 
: goings-on during the Emergency. 

The brief spell of Janata raj hardly 
: made any difference to the US poli¬ 
cy. Neither Morarji’s “genuine non- 
alignment” nor Nani Palkhiwala’s 
ambassadorial acumen could make 
, Washington change its stand against 
' supplying spares for the Tarapore 
; nuclear reactor in clear violation of 
' contractual obligation. In contrast, 
Pakistan has been granted a perma¬ 
nent waiver to the Symington 
Amendment that debars US aid to 
' the countries suspected of going nuc¬ 
lear. President Carter’s visit to New 
; Delhi and Morarji Desai’s visit to 
Washington were occasions for rhe- 
I torical flourish but could bring about 
I no substantial thaw despite Morarji’s 
i secret paileys with Moshe Dayan. 

I The basic US position has been one 
I of backing Pakistan to the hilt while 
I keeping India in a state of instabil- 
j ity—internal and external—which is 
i to prevent India from playing her 
I rightful role in world affairs. 

I ndira Gandhi’s second term as 
Prime Minister (1980-1984) coin- 
i cided with the first term of Reagan in 
j the While House. This has been the 
I phase of heightened cold war and 
I revival of the Dulles-cum- 


McCarthaite anti-communist crusade 
whose obvious beneficiary in our 
neigbourhood has been Pakistan, 
where sophisticated US weapons 
have been pouring in, in the same 
measure as was despatched to Iran 
under the Shah, and for the very 
same objective: turning the country 
into the American military depot in 
the strategically sensitive “arc of 
crisis” stretching from Saudi Arabia 
to the Karakoram about which the 
Pentagon has always been worried. 

Since India under Indira Gandhi 
refused to fall in line with the US 
strategic perception and has stood 
out for India’s independent foreign 
policy line, undeterred by the nuc¬ 
lear outpost in Diego Garcia or the 
formation of the Rapid Deployment 
Force (RDF) and central command or 
by the not-so-clandestine plans for 
bases in Pakistan, it is not surprising 
that the Prime Minister of India’s 
visit to Washington in 1982—with all 
its fanfare—could bring no substan¬ 
tive change in Indo-US relations. The 
policy of so-called liberalisation pur¬ 
sued by India in the last ten years has j 
made only marginal impact in the ! 
form of IMF credit and at the same 
time amounted to no shot in the arm 
for the Indian economy as a whole. 
On the contrary, in the international 
arena, India’s increasing importance 
as the leader of the non-aligned 
movement has brought a conspicuous 
demarcation from Reagan’s bellicose 
cold war strategy. 

V iewed in this histoiicai back¬ 
ground there .seems to be little 
prospect of an enduring Indo- 
American rapprochement in the im 


mediate future. If Washington’s poli¬ 
cy of arming Pal^stan and acquiesc¬ 
ing in its going for the bomb is not to 
be reversed, no intelligent observer 
can expect any change in New De¬ 
lhi’s defence or foreign policy. India 
certainly needs hi-tech as it prepares 
to enter the 21st century, and the US 
transnationals are desperately in 
search of markets. Here too India is 
in a position to bargain as Japan with, 
its technological advance is equally 
interested in the Indian market. The 
Union Carbide’s scandalous negli¬ 
gence responsible for the Bhopal 
tragedy has alerted every Indian ab¬ 
out the need fur safeguards against 
any open-door policy towards trans¬ 
nationals. 

One important feature of the pre¬ 
sent US administration—perhaps its 
most important one—is that it is the 
most ideologically committed gov¬ 
ernment in the world today. Its cast- 
iron conservatism has gone to the 
extent of threatening to monitor vot¬ 
ing by every developing country be¬ 
fore deciding on extending aid or 
credit to it. The global economic 
strategy pursued by the Reagan 
administration is sharpening its con¬ 
tradictions with Western Europe and | 
Japan in a manner and to a degree [ 
never seen before. j 

In such a crucial situation, there 
are two options open before India to 
reshape us relations with the United 
States. It can establish firm bridge¬ 
heads with Western Europe and 
Japan, and thereby build an united 
front for a common strategy to deal 
with the Reagan administration’s 
global strategy, economic and politic¬ 
al. This was the perspective behind 
the seventh NAM summit’s call for 
an international conference on 
money and finance with universal 
participation. The other option open 
before India is to take to the Sadat 
road. Once this is indicated, there 
could be no dearth whatsoever of 
getting economic and defence aid 
from Washington. No conditionality, 
no haggling would be necessary. The 
four countries in the world today 
with the most mismanaged econo¬ 
mies—Israel, Egypt, Pakistan and 
Chile—are the recipients of the most 
generous American bounties. 

It is upto Rajiv Gandhi to decide 
which of these two paths he should 
follow in keeping his rendezvous 
with President Reagan—the one 
charted out by Indira Gandhi or the 
other taken by Anwar Sadat. The one 
important consideration before him 
will of course be that he will have to 
carry with him this great nation of 
seven hundred millions proud of its 
self-respect and fiercely jealous ab¬ 
out its independence 

•UNMT 2-4.IWW 
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Is India Drifting the 
American Way? 


HP kaushik cKainincs Hh(’thrt Hafix Gandhi is u<ihfiing in a capitalist economy 


i s India under Rajiv Gandhi di ift 
ing to the “light oi to tht 
“left’ ’ IS an interestitig point to 
start a debate The anoinalv in 
I such a pioposition will howesei bt 
' that the piesent goveinmeni has 
been in powei oiilv toi si\ months 
1 and It IS too shoit a peiiod to ludge a 
I goveinments intentions and obt iin 
I anv definitive toncbisioiis But the 
I ptevious goMinmtnts of lassahailai 
Ntlitu I al Bahadur Shastii and In 
dira Gandhi hast not latktd ths 
lustre ol such animattd tUbatt- 
eithci To that extent iheit has bi t n 
a lemaikable tontiiiuitv to this dia 
logut 

Dm mg the shoit ptiiod ot Raps 
I Gandhi s admiriistiation tin l)udt,tt 
I the libel alisation ol fixes utw 
I oppoi tunities toi inststniclits 
aliurLmciit tht loitun t i|)ital loi 
invtstmtnt htttu. ttloirs to 
ate bil ilti il tiadt illations ssith tin 
I I'niied States and othei lountio s in 

lawaharlal Nehru ssilh President I isinhowt 


I attempt to share high technology and 
I a host all to letnost the government 
bottlenecks and contiols base gisen 
list to speculations that the present 
gosttnnient tends to drill to the 
light OI tht American wav 
1 torn what little ont gathers at the 
moment onecansav that the ptesent 
gostinmciit under Raps Ciandhi has 
no intention to pursue a poluv which 
would be steeped in hvpociics false 
piopagaiida and ideological tiaps 
Ntseirlultss such ait theaeiodsna 
mics ot kite fising 111 the tomnahstic 
woild that It can bt made to look 
driltint into anv diitciion b\ popular 
ssntuigs Ihe laigc network of the 
mi dia keeps one hspothesis oi the 
oihti afloat in tht an and this keeps 
Its industiv chillning the wheels into 
Ic ss ineanmgl ul t vet t ises 
flow to gilsan st Ihe Indian cco 
noiii' ’ f Ol 0111 assumes that the 
disuli nds of suih an tconomv would 
II uch the common indii II a hudge P is 

in Washington during his trip to Ihe I NA 


' a fiscal statement of the policies to 
be put sued how does it provide 
indisidual incentives tax lelief in 
ordei to escape the parallel economy 
and piosidt inultitanous avenues to 
rejuvenati the economic svstem 
One views that the present budget is 
I a modest attempt to lespond to such 
pioblems Two apprehensions have 
been expressed legardi’g the 
budget One the deficit and second, 
the inflation potential '''hough 
these are the subiects on which eco 
nomic expeits alone tan enlighten 
us It appeals that an undue ciiticism 
has been levelled and tudgement has 
been given that this would lead India 
towaids a capitalist economv In 
March the budget deficit was indi 
cated to the tune of Rs ? i-td cuiies 
1 ailier it was assumed that the d “ 
ficir fill the M at 1984 8S was going to 
beRsl loifsand It has now tisen 
to Rs 198"> times Budgetaiv deficits 
ate discouiaging signs but such 
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pressures on the budget are no new 
developments. We have experienced 
them in the past and are likely to 
experience them in future too. The 
moot point would still be whether by 
resorting to some policy-changes, the 
government would be in a position to 
generate vigour in the economic sys¬ 
tem of the country. By sheer col¬ 
laboration with foreign countries, 
one does not necessarily bring in a 
capitalistic system. The Soviet Union 
has benefited a great deal by hiring 
the technology of a Dallas firm in the 
USA for its oil exploration in Siberia. 
The pipeline through Europe seeks 
further collaboration with the 
French and the German companies. 
The People's Republic of China has 
been carrying out its offshore drill¬ 
ing operations in the China Sea with 
the help of American companies. 
Besides, there are other trade and 
commercial transactions: the famous 
grain deal of the Soviet Union with 
the United States during Carter’s 
administration, which have been car¬ 
ried out for their economic well¬ 
being. 

H ence, the prospects of Indo-US 
relations in trade and commerce 
need not frighten us. They should be 
facilitated on bilateral economic 
equations. India should take an 
advantage of the situation that might 
develop among the principal allies of 
the United States in the west. As one 
can see, there has been, and there is 
likely to be, an erosion of the central 
economic authority of the United 
States vis-a-vis its allies in the west. 
The countries like Canada, France. 
West Germany and Japan have 
already begun seeking their indepen¬ 
dent role in the economic spheie 
with the other countries of the world. 
Theii moves are quite independent 
of the American calculations. The 
European Economic Community 
(EEC) has also sought its avenues of 
new equations with the outside world 
as well as among themselves which 
are nor always beneficial for the 
interests ot the United States. 
Hence, India's explorations in the 
western world where the industrial 
and technological superiority can 
help its economy to grow should be 
evolved. What may not be possible 
for India is an unbridled self-serving 
economic policy of the United States 
in this part of the world. The words of 
the famous economist Jahare/ in 
Amerzegar are worth noting: 

“As a matter of plain common 
sense the only way the poorei coun¬ 
tries can ever catch up with the 
richer nations is to grow a lot faster, 
continue to consume a lot less, and 
invest a lot more... and since their 
material progress is greatly intert- 
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wined with western prosperity they 
would be fools to wish to kill the 
goose that lays the golden eggs.” 

It IS in this spirit that India is 
willing to share its economic policies 
with the countries of the west, and 
this need not necessarily be con¬ 
strued that we are drifting towards a 
capitalist system of economy. A well- 
studied and a well-planned economic 
venture on an equitable basis with 
the United States will be the best 
way tt) start a bilateral economic 
dialogue. It may not be a bad idea to 
suggest to the United States that 
economic relations should not be 
linked with the political overtones of 
the two nations, particularly in the 
field of foreign affairs. India has 
however reiterated its position for 
establishing a new international eco¬ 
nomic order. The United States, on 
the other hand, has maintained its 
position which was reflected by Ro¬ 
ger D. Hanson in an article, North- 
South Policy, published in Foreign 
Affairs in the summer of 1980. The 
article suggested that the United 
States and its western allies have 
successfully diverted the south’s de¬ 
mand for structural change into an 
obsessive concern for “basic needs.” 
The United States is thus prepared 
for marginal pragmatic adjustments 
but not for overhauling the system. 
This is one area in which India and 
the United States have not seen eye 
to eye. 

In the area of diplomacy, the 
perceptions of the two countries, 
India and the United States, have 


been somewhat different. The two 
countries have perceived their 
national interests vis-a-vis the world 
at large in a different manner. The 
present administration in America 
believes in the sale of armaments as 
a means to narrow the gap between 
its security interests and unilateral 
power. It does so by strengthening 
friendly countries, revitalising the 
mutual security relationship by 
fostering regional alliances in the 
world. This goes against the interests 
of India which has fostered a com¬ 
mon outlook to solve complex region¬ 
al problems as a part of the Non- 
Aligned Movement The United 
States views with considerable alarm 
the fulfilment of its two immediate 
objectives. Its top priority is the 
revitalisation of the North Atlantic 
Alliance by installing Pershing-II 
missiles in Europe with nuclear war¬ 
heads. Second, America wants to 
achieve a superior military and poli¬ 
tical equilibrium in South-West Asia 
by pumping in miluary and economic 
aid to Pakistan which has once again 
gone against the vital interests of 
peace and security of India in this 
part of the world. I 

India’s opposition to the nuclear ' 
policy of the two superpowers is only 
too well-known to deserve an exten¬ 
sive discussion The United States 
perceives the Soviet Union as its 
principal adversary In its estimate, 
the Soviet Union seems to be storm¬ 
ing all over the world. To them, 
Soviet Union maintains a powerful 
blue water navy to position a large 
flotilla in the Indian Ocean to ac¬ 
quire bases in Mozambique, 
Ethiopia, South Yemen, as well as 
access to the elaborate port facilities 
at Scawranh Bay in Vietnam. On the 
other hand, the Soviet Union be¬ 
lieves that United States has fun- 
neled armaments to Israel, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. The Un¬ 
ited States aid to North Yemen, 
Oman and Somalia are viewed in the 
same vein. The construction of a 
large naval base at Diego Garcia in 
the Indian Ocean and the mainte¬ 
nance of a large naval task force in 
the Indian Ocean are steps that have 
caused considerable strains in US- 
Soviet relations. 

India has always viewed with con¬ 
siderable alarm the developments of 
this superpower rivalry nearer home. 
It has often expressed its protest and 
resentment against such develop¬ 
ments in the region which pose a 
threat to India's security. It is, there¬ 
fore, no mean a challenge for India to 
cope with such devetopments and 
challenges while at the tame time 
tiying to maintain its economic and 
diplomatic relations with countritt 
like the United States. 
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An Indo-French Culture Hug 


The year of India in France will help strengthen mutual ties 


P rune Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
might not at all find himself 
in alien surroundings when 
he inaugurates the Festival of 
India—the year of India in France, as 
the French prefei to call it—at the 
Trocadero palace in Pans on 7 June 
Ihere will be elephants and camels 
caparisoned in traditional style 
mote than 200 Indian artistes—dan 
cers, musicians, singers, balladeers, 
acrobats, jugglers who will make 
their entry through huge hand 
painted arches, and into a market 
place tilled with stalls selling typical 
1\ Indian snacks, fireworks and 
music In the air will be fragrances 
from hack home The inaugural has 
I been chiistened “Mela” and it will 
I look like one a microcosm of India 
I ti ansplanted in a part of Pans Even 
1 the Seine will be given an Indian 
touch Divas (lamps) will be set 
afloat and the water from the Ganga 
will be mixed in it “symbolising the 
meeting of the two counti les ” This is 
I exactly what the festival of India in 
I 1 laiice IS meant to be a generous 
I cultuie hug 

I The veai long celebration of India 
I in diflcrent parts of France will be 
oiganised under live main cate 
gones 

• The non classical peiioiming arts, 
most ol whose Items will be staged at 
the Maison des Culluies du Monde 
(the House of Woild Cultures) in 
Pans This section will include per 
cussion concerts based on different 
Indian styles, Bharatnatyam, Katha 
kali, the Chhau dance fiom Mayur 
bhanj in Orissa, a special perform 
ance by villagers from Nagaland and 
a “Ras Lila” by children There will 
be Baul geet from Bengal, Chhakii 
from Kashmir, songs of the desert 
from the Langas, Nurs and Man 
gayars of Rajasthan, Yakshagana 
and Kathputli performances and a 
special tendering of the Mahabhar 
atti in song, dance and mime by Tee 
Jan Bai, one of the famous exponents 
of Pandavani, a narrative art from 
Madhya Pradesh The non classical 
performing arts section will also »n 
elude a workshop on traditional Indi 
an hairstyles as depicted in tempk 
sculptures right from the first cen 
tury AD 

• The Avignon festival, which is 
held every year in the south of 
France and is a highly rated occasion 
on the world cultural calendar The 
centre stage at this festival of dance. 


drama and music will this ycai bt 
held by artistes from India 
• The Pans autumn festival, w'hich 
will be held from 17 Septembei to 19 
October This festival, like the one at 
Avignon, IS traditionally known loi 
the rich fare it offers to connoisseurs 
of art and culture the woi Id over 1 he 
events in this progiamme will be 
staged at the Pai is Theatre du Rond 
Point which IS giving up thiee ot us 
halls, to artistes from India Among 
those who svill perform at this festiv 



The Kathakalt from Kmi« 


al are Bhimseii Joshi, Amtad Alt 
Khan, Kishon Amoiikai, Nasii Ami 
nuddin Uagai Pandit Shivkumai 
Sharma, Birju Maliaiaj, Bismillah 
Khan, N Haiam Zia Mouiuddiii 
Dagar and Zakir h ssai i I hr list of 
performers also includes a couple ol 
“young and iiromising” daiicr*rs like 
Malavika Sa iikkai and Piivadarshi 
ni Copal, both of whom perform the 
Bharatnatv im 

• The section on exhibitions and In 
dian films, spread ovei eight months 
from Septembti 198’) to [une 1%() 
when the r urtains are i ung down on 
the festival, will put up exhibitions ot 
painting, photogiaphy anrl thi living 
arts In addition it will hold a k 
trospecuire on Indian cinema with 
special leference to the stars tiom 
the Bombay film indusirv Phis jirr'g 
ramme will bt held in and aiound the 


Georges Pompidou Centre Two pain 
tors- Vishwanathan and Ghulam 
Mohammed Sheik—will exhibit their 
work and I tench photogiapher Hen- 
II Carrier Bresson’s photographs will 
be on display The works of three 

< oniempoiary Indian artists — 
Bhuperi Kakar Sudhir Paiwardhan 
and Arpiita Singh- will also be on 
show in thfc pt nultimate month of the 
iestivdl The main attractions, 
however will be Ravi Shankar and 
Zubin Mehta both of whom will 
peitorm at the Salle Plevel it Pans 

• Cinema buffs in Eiaiui will, 
peihaps for the fust timi ?er an 
opportunity to view on a widr ■ can¬ 
vas, contemporarv Indian cinema 
All films i hostn toi the Indian panor 
ama scrtion duiing the 10th Inteina 
noiial I ilm Festival in Delhi in )anii 
ai\ 198'j will be siieened m Pans 
These include May i M//ga Mohan 
/oslii Ilaa/ir Ho and kahan Kaban 5e 
6u/ar ('jyj Among tdms selected 
from south India at = Fhpaitavam, 
I stapjihrf/i, lUijtdshraddha and 
Tbaneti Jhaneci Iheie will he a 
sepaiatr ‘ectioii on famous peisona 
litics in Indian cinema which in 
eludes KL Saigal Balraj Sahni 
Waheeda Rehman, Nargis, Meena 
Kumau, Dili]) Kuniai and Amicabh 
Bacluhan Iluif will hr arrtrospec 
tivt on iheiuw i irieina m India I he 
stais undci ihis tategorv crmpiise 
Sbabar r ^i'ITll, Soiimuia ( hatteiji, 
Stnitci Paul Om Pun and Naseeiud 
din Shah Most of the film ptisonah 
ties ait expected to bt theie in Pans 
for the lesliv d 

• Scmmais and conftiencts section, 
wliuh will be taken care of by the 
Assotiation lot Dialogue between 

< iil'UKs (ADK I Ihe seininais will 
iiuoUt several areas and subjects 
inr hiding the media, univeismes, re 
scaiih institutions, industiial 
houses Indian liteiatuie, the eco 
nviniv phil isephy. business manage¬ 
ment di velepmcnt and planning, 
sc rente and locliiiology 

1'iest live categories, ai the view 
ot the organisers ot the 1 estival of 
India HI Iraiue, would present a 
compieht'nsivt view of India and its 
people some thing which the man on 
the sticei in I lancr has noi as yet 
had a look at Bv June 1986 that 
exr'rtise would have been completed 
and, according to piese-nt indica¬ 
tions, fiance will be making prepara 
troiis for a leiiprocal gestuie 
Sanharahan Thakur, Naw Delhi 
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“France is Anxious to Strengthen 
its Relations With India’’ 


Joan Bernard Mermtee, French ambassador to India, told Sankarshan Thakur 


Q At Hhdt stage do vou think are 
Klndo French relations todav^ 
g A Our relations I think, are in a 
very happy state and what is more 
important, they are deyeloping steadily We 
very much hope that Prime Minister Ram 
Gandhi's visit to France will gi\e this rela 
tionship a new impetus 
Q In what wav' 

A 1 would sa\ for various rc asons We are 
looking foiwaid very much to this visit by 
youi Prime Minister I irst of all foi political 
reasons 1 mean we know the importance of 
India in the international community, we 
know the role vou plav in the Non Aligned 
Movement, we know the part, the Indian 
part, in the strategic balance ol India India 
IS a great countiy a veiv fastgiowing 
country lhat is why we are anxious to 
strengthen oui relationship with this coun 
try And we are very happy and honoured 
that the Prime Minister has chosen Fiance 
for one of his first visits abroad, which is a 
very good thing Youi Prime Minister the 
French President and our Prime Ministei 
Mr Fabius, should be accjiiainted personally 
I mean they have met before hut that was for 
very short periods You know how important 
It IS to establish personal relationships 
Well, so moth toi the political reasons 
There are cultural reasons as well You know 
that this IS the yeat of India in France and it 
will be very impoitant because u will stretch 
ovei a whole year and every aspect of Indian 
culture—performing arts, visual arts the 
modern aspects of Indian ciyilisation will be 
displayed in vaiious parts of Ftanct so that 
every Frenchman gets a chance to have a 
good idea of everything about India 1 think 
this IS the first evet enterprise of its kind on 
such a magnitude in 1 ranee, in my know 
ledge the first time any countiy has orga 
nised such an event in France Wc have a 
long history of cultural relationship You 
remember that before and after the war (the 
second world warl your leaders had intellec 
tual relationships with our leaders and wii 
ters, like the one betwcin Andie Maliaux 
and Pandit Nehru But that was only be 
tween a few people, now it is getting down to 
the level of masses 

Q J tance and India aie uniqueh placed 
in the sense that Fiance while it belongs to 
the Western blot, does diKei vsith the USA 
on sei era/ issue s the most recent being Star 
Wars and it has also developed an indige 
nous defence wdustix, specialh the aircralt 
wdustrv We have benelited from this coop 
eration in the toim ot the Mitage 2000 
amt aft but the deal has not gone through 
fulh Do vou think this visit will open up this 
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matter^ And, what about cooperation w 
defence aeronautics as a whole^ 

A Well, let’s hope so As you know India 
bought 40 Mirage 2000 aircraft and is pre 
sently considering the option of buying 
more We have also put forward a proposal 
for building in India the Mirage 2000 On our 
part we are perfectly ready to transfer 
technologv and help India in setting up a 
fdctoiy for the Mirage 2000 in India 
Q India is looking foi ward to France foi 
so mans things What do the French look 
forvsaid to from India^ 

A A lot of things You know that the trade 
between the two countries is not insignifi 
cant You in India are verv good in the 
software field I hat is a field from which we 
could bencfii most ceiiainlv 

Q But tn reims of .nternaiional politics'^ ^ 
A Well then we have the same objec 
fives For c xample, as fai as the Noiih South 
dialogue i> concerned we ccitainlv take the 
view that It IS noimallv not proper and that 
It IS economitdllv uniealistic that a tenth of 
the world will develop and the rest ot the 
population will lag behind We don t think 
this IS a healthy state for the world economy 
W'hen we come to multilateral trade negotia 
tions 1 think we have the same view too 
Why go on and have t ounds of negotiations if 
the decisions taken at the last one aie not 
implemented-' What is the point if the de 
veloping count!les don’t have their say’ 
Why lowei the trade barriers when at the 
same rime a cuirencv like the US dollar is 
fluctuating so much’ That disrupts the 
whole economic situation So we take the 
view that parallel to the commercial negotia 
tions, theie should be a reform of the 
international monetary system That is why 
we took this position even in the Bonn 
summit recently And on top of that we, I 
mean India and France, think that the 
ultimate obiective is promoting peace and 
disarmament which is absolutely essential 
Q Geneidllv speaking, this visit of the 
Prime Minisrei is going to strengthen rela 
tionship and give it a new impetus What 
specificdllv are the French looking forward 
to when Rajiv Gandhi arrives in Paris’ 

A It IS always verv thrilling and excitmg 
to have a new Prime Minister visit us And 
we are very interested, personally I would 
say, in having his opinion on a wide range of 
subtects, not only on Indo French relations 
but the world at large We will sign an 
agreement m order to set up in New Delhi an 
Indo 1 rench centre for promotion of adv 
anced research But the real purpose of this 
visit IS to let the leaders of the two countries 
know each other 
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A Taste of India 


The FestivaJ of India in the USA mil evoke a stirring of interest in things 
Indian, reports Sharon Butler from Washington 


T o the west m the 19th cen 
tury, Indian art was no art at 
all Even as Europeans, not 
ablv the Biitish were unear 
thing Indian archeological treasures, 
they still remained preoccupied with 
the classic line ol tfreek lorms To 
them Indian art was a “fermenting 
fantasy ” worthy of comment only 
when It showed traces of Hellenic 
culture The influential critic of the 
time, lohn Ruskin, once denounced 
It as “the archtvpc of bad ait of all 
the earth ’ according to Pramod 
Chandra, professor of South Asian 
Art at Harvaid University It took 
the discriminating eye of Rodin to 
make westeiner'. appreciate Indian 
art And it may just take the I estival 
of India to make Americans ‘c'f in 
the countiy more than empty bellies 
and Om humming gums 
The lestnal of India opened last 
month 111 Washington, and it could 
not hast opened at a bettei time 
Sunimei !■> tourist season, and mil 
lions of Americans from all over the 
country will flock to the nation’s 
capital More than an estimated four 
million for each month of lunc July 
and August will make then way to 
the famous Smithsonian lii'.titu'ton, 
that collection of an history, and 
science which flanks thr central mall 
in the city And the Smithsonian this 
summer will be saturated w ith India 
Already on exhibit in the modern 
wing of the Smithsonian’s National 
Gallery of Art is “The sculptuie of 
India 3000 BC 1300 AD ” Some 100 
pieces in stone, bronre and ivory, 
from the Harappan culture to tht last 
period when Indian sculpture re 
mained free of outside influences, 
are lovingly displayed in two larger 
halls which are dec oiated with plants 
and wall sized photogtaphs Back in 
India, as one Indian art historian 
commented, the work might have 
stood by an open window with bars 
on It, but in Washington they are 
attractively illuminated with over 
head lighting that draws attention to 
the rich contours and textures of the 
sculpture 

Soon to open at the Smithsonian s 
Museum of Natural History on 4 June 
1 $ Adjti, created for the International 
Year of the Child m 1979 and the 
most popular exhibits of the London 
Festival of India The museum’s spe 


cial exhibits gallery will be lede 
signed, with simulated mud walls 
and other features to give an appear 
ance of a rural setting in India 
Visitors will wander through 18 sec 
tions, each with artefacts and hve 
performances to represent a particu 
lai stage in an Indian’s life fertility, 
couitship, marriage, pregnancy, 
birth, infancy, childhood, initiation, 
learning and maturity The marriage 


section, for example, will be deco¬ 
rated as a nuptial chamber, with 
wedding costumes on display and 
with songs and dances of a live 
wedding procession The childhood 
section will hold a variety of toys, 
and a toymaker wiU be demonstrat 
ing his craft The section on initiation 
and learning will combme models of 
villages, forts and temples, oempa 
tional toys,sculptures and pamiings 
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with performances and demonstra¬ 
tions by puppeteers, story-scroll 
painters and bailadeers. In additioh 
in the end of June and beginning of 
July, the recreation of an Indian 
me/a will be the highlight of the 
Smithsonian’s annual festival of 
American folk life. The five-acre cen¬ 
tral mall IS supposed to come alive 
with the sights, sounds, tastes, 
smells, and texture of India. There 
will be street performers: acrobats, 
animal and human impersonators, 
musicians, fortune tellers, folk dan¬ 
cers, artisans and hawkers selling 
everything from pillow coverings to 
dosa. 

Perhaps, the most creative exhibit 
is The Golden Eye, which will open in 
November at the Cooper-Hewett 
Museum, the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of Design in New York. The 
museum has invited a number of 
world-famous designers and 
architects to participate in a unique, 
some say, histone experiment. They 
will travel to India to meet and 
collaborate with Indian artisans to 
di.stover the traditional crafts of the 
country and then incorporate them 
into new modern designs and crea¬ 
tions. 

These are only some of the major 
museum exhibits, but a host of other 
exhibits and cultural events are plan¬ 
ned and they will not he just in 
Washington and New York. After 
openings in those two cities and a 
gala concert at the Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts, where 
Prune Minister Rajiv Gandhi will 
formally inaugurate the Festival, 
theie will be events all over the 
countiv for the next 18 months. The 
Indian government is hosting an ex¬ 
hibit titled. “Science and Technolo 
gy The Indian Tradition,” which will 
piemiere at the Museum of Science 
and Industry, a delightful children’s 
museum in Chicago with push-button 
displays similar to the Birla Indust¬ 
rial and Technological Museum in 
Caliuit.i The exhibits will then 
ttavel to science museums in Los 
Angeles, (alifornia, Portland, Ore¬ 
gon, Seattle, Washington, Richmond, 
and Virginia. 

Many smallei museums are dust¬ 
ing off their permanent collections 
and finding treasures from India. 
The Peabodv Museum of Salem, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, for example, is dusting 
off old portraits, arte-facls and goods 
I given to the' museum by Yankees 
who traded with Indian merchants in 
1 the late ISth and early 19th centur¬ 
ies 'Ihe exhibit titled, “Yankee Trad¬ 
ers and Indian Merchants, 1790 
I ISGO,” IS supposed to present the 
initiation ot relations between the 
US and India alter the American war 
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of independence. 

The Phillips collection, just around 
' the corner from the Indian embassy 
in Washington, is pulling out 40 
works by Indian contemporary 
artists from its Chester and Davida 
Herwitz family collection, and the 
exhibit will later tour other art 
museums. There will be a number of 
photographic exhibits with works by 
Raghubir Singh and Rosalind Solo¬ 
mon. There will be a film series at 
the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York and the University of Califor¬ 
nia at Los Angeles, with films by Raj 
Kapoor and Ritwik Ghatak, as well as 
contemporary films. There will be 
performing arts for children, includ¬ 
ing a production of the play, The 
Little Clay Cart, directed by Balwant 
Gargi at the Goodwin Theatre at 
Trinity College in Connecticut. 



Lovers: one of the works whkh will be 
on display during the Festival 


There will be modern music—a pro¬ 
duction of Philip Glass’s Satyagraha 
at the New York City Opera, for 
example, and a Salute to India prog¬ 
ramme at the New York Philharmo¬ 
nic, put together by conductor Zubin 
Mehta. There will be Indian classical 
music, mostly at university halls, 
with performances by V.G. Jog, Lal- 
gudi Jairaman, Shiv Kumar Sharma 
and Zakir Hussein, among others. 

O rganising the festival has been a 
mammoth undertaking. Fine 
arts, performing arts and education 
committees were formed and their 


names enlisted—from senator Daniel ' 
Moynihan and former ambassador . 
Robert Goheen to actor Dustin Hoff- | 
man and composer John Cage. But 
their function was mainly to lend 
prestige to the festival. The daily 
footwork and coordination of activi¬ 
ties fell on the shoulders of Niranjan 
Desai, minister of culture in the 
Indian embassy, brought over espe¬ 
cially to manage the festival because. 
of his experience in overseeing the 
London festival, and Ted Tanen, ex¬ 
ecutive director of the Indo-US sub¬ 
commission on edutation and cul¬ 
ture. Also, much of the work was 
delegated to the participants them¬ 
selves. The New York Metiopolitan 
Museum of Art, for example, hired 
Diana Vreeland as curator to put 
together it.s own show of Indian court 
costumes. The Sniiihsonian hired 
Pramod Chandra, professoi nl South 
Asian Art at Harvard University ' 

Publicity for particular i \ rnts too, ] 
is the responsibility of the partici- , 
pants Fortunately, the Indian' 
embassy is not handling it The dis, 
organised press office at the embasr>y' 1 
attempted to organise a luntheon <01 1 
the pi ess invited lot a preview ot iho 
sculpture exhibit at the N.itional Gal 
lery of Ait It thought that it had 
arranged a place at the Marriott 
Hotel just behind the Smithsonian — 
an easy walk away from tin gallery - 
but found that it had iiiiscakeiilv 
reserved a place instead at a Mar¬ 
riott Hotel on the other side of town. 
In any case, the competence ot the 
publicity IS apt to vary according to 
the competence of the paiticipants’ 
own public relations offices The 
Smithsonian has a large and active 
public relations staff that has 
already been able to draw wide 
spread media attention to its own 
events. It holds previews of exhibits 
for the press, and has sent out exten¬ 
sive press releases in glossy folders. 
The Washington Post, at least par 
tially as a result of all the publicity, 
has carried no less than three re¬ 
views of the sculpture exhibit. 

The University of Maryland is less 
competent It i,s hosting a ten-day 
music festival of concerts, lectures 
and workshops, the largest of four to 
be held as part of the Festival of 
India this fall, but at least in the past, 
it has not given adequate attention to 
publicising events. A brilliant per¬ 
formance there in 1984 by violinist 
V.G. Jog was attended by only a 
handful oi Indians because of a lack 
of publicity. Yet the Sangeet Re¬ 
search Academy in Calcutta, which is 
organising the first phase of thp 
classical music programme for the 
festival, is making up for the Uni¬ 
versity of Maryland’s lapses. A dili¬ 
gent public relations manager has 
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The Festivd’s Dancing Bear 


M unna will shortly be flying 
from Jaipur to Paris to take 
part in the Festival of India in 
France. The eight-year-old Hima¬ 
layan dancing bear—for that is 
what Munna is—will be the star 
attraction at the two-day Indian 
mela at the festival. 

The Paris adventure of Munna 
has been carefully planned by the 
sponsors of his trip, the Indian 
Hotels Company. Munna was 
selected by them from among hun¬ 
dreds of other dancing bears, be¬ 
cause of his popularity with foreign 
tourists at the Rambagh Palace 
Hotel m Jaipur. Ever since his 
selection, Munna has been leading 
a very special life. He was made to 
undergo a rigorous training sche¬ 
dule, put on a special diet of bread, 
daha, milk and fruits, shampooed 
everyday and even provided with a 
brand new wardrobe. He has 
already acquired proficiency in 
dancing the Cha-cha-cha 
Munna is, perhaps, the first Indi¬ 
an bear to have been given a spe¬ 
cial permit and visa by the French 
embassy. The visa officials who pre- 



Munna 


pared his papers were surprised to 
see his passport number: Bear 0001. 
The reason for Munna’s visit; “Re¬ 
quired to dance for the French 


people eating street food from In¬ 
dia at the Trocadero Palace and on 
Quai Debilly during the Festival of 
India in Paris, summer of 1985.” 

The bear has been granted a 
daily allowance of 100 dollars a day 
by the Reserve Bank of India. He 
has been allotted hotel accommoda¬ 
tion in Paris as a “member of the 
sales promotion staff” of the hotel. 
Munna’s papers state that his 
“hotel room, laundry bills and 
meals” will be paid by the company 
but he will have to pay for his 
liquor and cigarettes 

Before the show in Paris, Munna 
will be lodged at a free habitai park 
near Paris where he will rehearse 
daily with his trainer Mohammed 
Munshi. On 7 June, Munna will put 
t»n his Jaipuri topee and now jacket 
to take part in the Indian food 
festival. On display at the food 
festival will be the great variety of 
chats of northern India to the dosas 
and idlis of the south. But other 
than mouth-watering fare .served, 
the main attraction will be the 
38-inch dancing Indian bear. 

Kltu Satin, Mew OaSii 


been drumming up interest in the 
press here. In fact, while media 
coverage for the London Festival was 
lacking, it has been extensive in the 
USA, spurred in part by the wave of 
films and news about India The 
Washington Post and the New York 
Times have both carried moie than 
one article about the festival. Vanity 
Fair interviewed the wife of the 
ambassador about the festival. The 
National Geographic has come out 
with a wonderful photographic 
spread. All Things Considered, the 
best radio programme in the country, 
carried an interview with Pupul 
Jayakar and a spot on the opening at 
the National Gallery of Art. 

Preparations for the opening of the 
festival have all gone smoothly, of 
course. Back in India, there was the 
controversy over sending antiquities 
out of the country Here, the resident 
Indian community was more reluc¬ 
tant to help than the community in 
Britain had been, expecting some¬ 
thing in return for any contributions. 
And then there were those obstacles, 
that no one could ever have antici¬ 
pated. For example, the very day 
that Mr Desai and Mr Tanen boarded 
a plane for Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
where they were to finalise a prog¬ 
ramme at the nationally-famous Chil¬ 


dren’s Theatre Company and School, 
they read in the newspapers that the 
director of the company had just 
been arrested for child molesting. 

With 1,500 art objects coming from 
India, 300 pet forming artists and a 
budget estimated at dollar 12 mil¬ 
lion—Rs five crores spent by the 
Indian government, the rest mostly 
by US private companies and orga- 
ni.sations—the Festival of India is the 
largest cultural festival ever held in 
the United States But with all the 
fanfare attending its opening, 
perhaps expectations are running too 
high. Certainly, India will dominate 
the cultuial scene in Washington and 
New York this summer, but such 
level of activity i. impossible to sus¬ 
tain for one-and-a-half years. And it 
is bound to be diluted as the festival 
moves to the smaller, quieter towns 
and cities at mss the US. 

It is also unreasonable to expect 
great shifts in Iiido-US relations from 
such cultural exchanges, even one on 
such a grand scale as this. Who can 
imagine that the secretary of state 
would change his mind about arming 
Pakistan because he had been in¬ 
spired by the Yakshi from Didar- 
ganj? Sceptics also doubt that the 
Festival can do anything so vague as 
“forge better bridges of understand¬ 


ing between the peoples of the 
world’s two largest democracies,” as 
Festival brochures suggest. But it is 
reasonable to expect some fallout 
from the Festival, at least some stir¬ 
ring of interest m things Indian. And 
for India, that can mean profitable 
increases in tourism and, more im¬ 
portantly, trade. Both the Smithso¬ 
nian and the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art are planning sales of Indian 
iteoK—from place mats to jewellery 
and musical instruments—to accom¬ 
pany their exhibits. Bloommgdale's, 
the posh New York department 
store, often organises its new mer¬ 
chandise and sales around a country 
theme, and this summer it has chosen 
India to coincide with the Festival. It 
has reportedly placed orders for mer¬ 
chandise totalling three million dol¬ 
lars. Remembering that New York 
sets American trends, the Blooming- 
dale’s selection together with the 
Cooper-Hewitt Museum’s Golden 
Bye exhibit could be significant. 
Many observers of the design scene 
believe that America is ready now 
for a change. It has long been preoc¬ 
cupied with the plain, sleek, func¬ 
tional lines from modern Europe. It 
may just be ready now for a new era 
of the colourful, ornate, rich textures 
of India. 
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\V Oanilhi was 
•.k d ‘What was 
Motilal Nehiu s 
Mt‘ate>l quality''’ ht 
said, I ove of his 
son ‘Was n not love 
of India'' thf Mahat 
Ilia was asked No,’ 
ht replied Motilal’s 
lo\t for India was 
lit livid tiom his lovi of lawahailal ’ 
Ihis wis a hiphly perteptivt judR 
mt nt whii h has lit eii tonfii mod by a 
studs of lilt Nthiu family paptrs 
Paitiital lovi IS a tominon t motion, 
and wt all know iht depth of fetling 
whith ttniies on an onis son in a 
Hindu famih But tin rt was somt 
ihitiR uiiiqut about tht qiialitv of 
Motilal s alfetlion lot his son On 19 
Ottobti 190') a few hours btfort 
sailing from Maiseillts Motilal 
wrote to Ibyeai old lawahai whom 
he had lift in Haitow Sihool You 
must bear in mnid that in you we are 
leaving the deaitst trtasuie we have 
in this woild and peihaps in othei 
will Ids to lomt I think I tan with 
out vanity say that I am the founder 
of tht fortunes of ihi Nehru family 1 
look upon you, my dear son, as the 
man who will build upon the founda 
tioiis I have laid and have tht satis 
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Four Geij 
FromMoi 
to Rajiv 


faction of seeing a whole structure of 
lenown rearing up its head to the 
skies ’ 

Duiing tht seven years Jawaharlal 
spent in Haitow and Cambtidge one 
of the item ring themes in his corre^ 
pondente with his fathei was the 
luurse of Indian politics Motilal had 
attended some of the eaily Congress 
sessions but his incuisions into the 
political field had been sporadic and 
biief As hfe forged his way to the 
torefiont of the Allahabad bar he 
had hardly the time or the inthna 
tioii for (lisirattions from his profes 
siotial preoccupations In 1907 he 
wiote to his son that he had received 
an invitation to pieside ovei a poll 
tical tonftienct at Allahabad lawa 
hailal urged him to accept it 'I am 
sure you will be successful in the 
luw lint as vou have been in other 
fields You have already kept away 
from It far too long Motilal followed 
tht advice of bis son, whose influ 
ence was perceptible in the next 
decade not only in the deeper in 
volvemi nt of tht i Ider Nehru in the 
UP Congiess ,ind 1 egislaruit but m 
a steads leftwaid movement in his 
political orientation In 1917 both 
fathet and son loined the Home Rule 
Movement aftei the internment of 


By B I 


Annie Besant a yeai latei as the 
Congitss split over the ..ttitude to 
the Montague Chelmsford Refoims 
Motilal to the gicat sattsfattion of 
his son found himself in the extrem 
1 st camp led by lilak In 1920 Motilal 
decided to cast in his lot with f la 
dhi It is doubtful it at the age of W) 
he would have made a clean bieak 
with his past and plungtd into the 
unknown weiciinotloi ihi iinshak 
able lesolve of his son to go the way 
of sdtvagtahd 
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l ikt C R Otis M(inl.»l bttamt a 
Ifgendarv tiguie in the nationalist 
loie as a man who had sloughid off 
the luxury of a lifetime to lollovs the 
Mahatma somi ol whose ihart>ma 
tubbed off on him and indtt il on the 
tntiif Nthiu tamilv But it was nit 
b> charisma done that Moiila! 
attaint d ot kept hi positun ii tht 
apex ot nation ill t polities int ten 
vtais He biought to tin woik oi the 
Indian National ( ongress the same 
uniemitting mdustiy which had 


made him one of the most successful 
lawyers ot his lime He sened as 
genetal secretary ot tht Congress m 
1*)?! the most crucial year in the 
history of the Non Coopeiation 
Moveme nt Along with C R Has he 
founded tht Swaiaj Party, running 
Its one man sccieiariat Irom Anand 
Bhawan in Allahabad 
With the quickness of his intellect, 
his skill in dc'batc, his adroitness as a 
tactic lan and his stiength of purpose 
Monlal made an outstanding leadei 
of the opposition in the Central Leg 
slatiye Assembly M R fayakar 
wtai knew him both as a colleague 
and IS an opponent, giyes us some 
lecealing glimpses of the tldei 
Nehiu Whenever Motilal spoke in 
the Assembly it was distilled sense 
and iiason Iven when he let out 
pyiotechnics they rose from ten a 
fiiWci and came bick to feiia fii/iiii 
fayikar lecalls tht superb dignity 
and self confidence of Moiilal who 
f ISC fium the daintiest meal with 
tht quiet elf possf ssion of a person 
iccustomed to < moy the choicest 
gifts of life as if they were merely his 
due Curiously enough, some of the 
1 uiope<in membcis of thi Assembly, 
I VC n me mbits ol the Viceroy s Coun 
III, could not lesist a sneaking 


admiration for Motilal What was it 
that drew him to the guardians of the 
empire which he was openly trying to 
subyert’ Jayakar suggests that ‘some 
seciet affinity appeared to exist be 
tween them, bom perhaps of the 
power to rule and govern men ’ 

U nlike his fathei, T^waharlal had 
felt the cal! of politics when he 
was vei y young Befoi e he wa s 40 he 
had been catapulted into the higher 
echelons of nationalist politics as the 
elder Nehiu’s son and Gandhi’s 
favouiite disciple But Jawaharlal 
did not subsist on the leflected char 
isma of tht Mahatma As general 
secretary ot the UP Congioss ,ind 
then of the All India Congrt ss Com 
nnttee he toiled incessantly ," iring, 
wilting speaking Betweentnespells 
in piison he divided his time be 
tween public meetings and railway 
trams He became the able.t expo 
nent of the finest ideals of India’s 
Ireedom stiugglc national unity, 
secularism democracy soiialism 
They were not exclusuelv his ideals, 
they will shared by successiye gen 
eiations of Indian nationalists but 
no one did moie than fawaharlal to 
imprint them on the Indian psyche 
His reiteration of these ideals, day in 
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day out, seemed superfluous to some 
of his Lontemporanes, but later 
events hav» shown that national uni 
ty like freedom and love, cannot be 
taken toi granted Jawaharlal did not 
preach these ideals in the abstract 
As one of the architects of indepen 
dent India’s Constitution and as the 
fust Prime Minister he sought to 
gi\e them institutional ex piession 

By the lime Jawahailal came to 
head the government of India he had 
acquired a charisma of his own But 
he did not rest on his lauiels To the 
last day of his life, he did not spaie 
himself maintaining a schedule of 17 
hours a day 11 V R Iyengar, who as 
piincipal private secretary had 
watched him at work, confessed that 
he was unable to find ‘a puiely 
physical or physiological explanation 
for the amount oi work that Nehiu 
was able to put in day aftei dav,’ and 
that It ivas leally a case of the utter 
triumph of the spiiit ovei the body, 
of consuming passion tor pufilic woik 
overcoming the noimal mechanism 
of the human frame 1 or 17 years 
lawahailal took on himself political 
and administrative burdens which 
would have broken a lesser man in a 
few months 

It IS haidly necessarv at this time 
to recaP the ciuumstances which 
biought Indita Candhi to the lead 
eiship of the t ongress party and 
prime ministership after Lai Baha 
dui Shastri’s death If seemed at first 
that hei main asset was the reflected 
charisma of her father I he elderly 
gentlemen the provincial Congress 
bosses, who had seated her on the 


throne in the hope of wielding real 
powei themselves soon discovered 
that she was no greenhorn in the 
game of politics She completely out 
played them She had never been in 
the government, but she learnt fast 
What was more, despite hei record of 
ill health in earlier years, she le 
vealed amanng reserves of energy as 
she lan the machineiy of the govern 
merit, managed the party and coped 
with the kaleidoscopic changes on 
the international scene Indeed, in 
the capacity foi hard work, her le 
cord almost appioachcd that of her 
fathei She possessed, or at least 
acquired, a poise and aplomb which 
enabled her to hold her own on the 
international stage Her position m 
hei paity and goveinment and in 
deed in the country was securer than 
she believed it to be In domestic 
politics she lacked the innate confi 
dence of her father, if he trusted his 
colleagues and subordinates too 
much, she trusted too little This 
inner insecutity led her sometimes to 
change the rules of the political 
game, evoking bitter controversies 
and animosities, which made her 
opponents as well as adheients see 
politics only in personal terms for 
hei or against her 

Raiiv Gandhi’s political style dur 
ing these first months seems to re 
semble more that of his grandfather 
than that of his mother His accession 
to supreme power has come at an age 
at which Jawaharlal first achieved 
national status as Congress president 
in 1929 Jawaharlal's political 
appienticeship lasted for 30 years. 


that of Rajiv Gandhi 30 months Like i 
his mother, he started with the in 
estimable advantage of the Nehru 
chai isma, the people tend to take for 
granted his commitment to national 
unity, democracy and secularism and 
freedom from regional and sectarian 
prejudices He will need more than 
ins inherited charisma in the coming 
months and yeai s if the country is to 
move forward It is tempting but 
dangerous to see the dilemmas of 
Kajiv Gandhi in peisonal tcims, and 
to expect him to solve all the prob 
lems that beset this country India is 
too laige, diverse and difficult to be 
governed effectively through the 
pi ocesses of representative democra 
cy even by the ablest and the most 
conscientious of rulers unless he is 
supported by a minimum dedication 
at all levels He can give a sense of 
direction, but progress will be slow if 
It IS not stalled altogether, if national 
energies are continuously distracted 
by morchaa and bandhs, if govern 
ment is not ‘responsive’ and the 
opposition IS not ‘responsible,’ if 
ministers tend to become courtiers, if 
chief ministers live from one byelec 
tion to another, if legislators of rul 
ing parties imagine themselves to be 
members of a cooperative vested 
interest society in which they hold 
preference shares, if senior civil ser 
vants have their gaze riveted on the 
next promotion or a post reurement 
assignment, above all if the prolifer¬ 
ating middle and bottom level 
bureaucracy in the administrative 
hierarchy lacks incentives for good 
work and disincentives for bad work 
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(Fnun left lo rlghO Dr Horn! Bhab^haTEscott ReW, Jawaharlal Nehru and V K Krishna Menon at the signing of the Canada-India Atomic 
Reactor lYoJect in 19^6 __ 


-Jawaharlal Nehru Looked 
at Things Scientifically’ 


DrHomi Solhna|feW U‘Um Dhcii 


Jatvdhatldl NeJiru’w^'sion ot a 
free India had a ‘yc^fmlu hast 
And towards fulfilhng^that ttston 
he guided his team of deditated 
scientists Thev huiJi something ou^ 
of nothing while laving iht loiinda 
non for hiture siienitst to huild 
on His was the vision tbeiis the 
genius and the hatd work 

One of the men who.comnhuttd 
tow aids tulhlling Unnrfif hlehius 
vision Dt Homi isethna disitihes 
those difficult times uinhiasti 
l^ntificalh inlightemd Itadeiship 
()l I)i S< thna s Mai in gin < in 
ment cr\i(t thc‘1 ist }J wt i< tpmt 
as principal seciLtais to flit / ov 
einnient of India and ihuiniaii ol 
the depaitmeni of itornii inng\ 

Q Uhal would vmi siv iwi Pin 
dit Nchtii lok in biinmiL 
about a scientilic n volution in this 
1 oiinti V and putting it tiimh on the 
technological map ot the wotld^ 


A Nehru was a planner He set 
the scientific foundations People 
may argui about the implemtnta 
tion, but certainly not the founda 
tion What was industry befoie in 
I dependence'' Textiles, coal, no 
I thini, much In matly 40 years, we 
have an industiial environment — 
natuiallv science based It re 
quiies a few fit nciations to produce 
I a breed of people to achieve and 
' acclimatise themselves to what we 
' have- In that 1 think the man’s 
vision was something to be 
admired He had couiagc and 
I looked at things scicntiiicallv—the 
way we should He was not a politi 
tun—hewasaleadtt Without him 
where would wt be’ His was the 
liasfc—and ht set the pate 
0 What vtiis hi. fust ma/oi step 
towaids sclentitic deselopnient^ 

\ He set up the C ouncil for 
I Stic ntific and Industridl Research 
1 i^CSIR) This requiied both thought 


and vision Atomic energy which 
was a part ot National Resources 
and Scientific Research (NRSR) be 
came a separate department the 
Dtpaitment of Atomic Energy 
(DAE) in lOSl Ihe Indian Insti 
lutes of Technology (UT) were also 
his idea He laid the foundation 
stone of IIT, Powai T1 e basic 
approach was that without named 
manpower you are nowheic You 
might sd\ that most of the named 
boys quit the i ountry after If arning 
the I opes, but that is because of the 
present Americanised emphasis on 
management hen relegating the 
tools of production and ihtiebv 
depriving them of the best opportu 
nines 

Q Did he believe in basic re 
search or meielv acc/uiring techno! 
ogy and catching up with the nesf^ 

A He believed in basic roseatch 
and as much self reliance as possi 
ble I remember when we wanted to 
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put up the uranium mine and mill 
near Jamshedpur in Bihar, an Indi¬ 
an company was given preference 
to a foreign one. When the Rare 
Earths Plant was set up at Alwaye 
in Ke’'ala in 1951, he left every¬ 
thing and came down specifically 
for the inauguration. He spent a 
whole day with us, despite a busy 
schedule. 

Q: Did he directly influence any 
projects taken up by you? 

A: Yes, under him we did a lot of 
things. He trusted people and once 
he developed a trust in you, he gave 
you a free hand. A very, very free 
hand. I, perhaps, wouldn’t do the 
things I did then now, if it were not 
for him. The greatest impetus for 
conversion of research into technol¬ 
ogy was started in the late Fifties 
(this is with special reference to 
atomic energy). And, of course, we 
had the added advantage that no¬ 
body was willing to help us. But 
Nehru had confidence in us and this 
pushed i^s forward, made us do 
things. So', of course, his influence 
told on the projects that I took up. 
For instance, the uranium mine and 
mill at Bihar, nuclear grade ura¬ 
nium metal, setting up of the first 
reactor—Apsara and the second, 
Cyrus. It was a time of great prog¬ 
ress. 

Q: Who were the pioneering sci¬ 
entists and what was his rela¬ 
tionship with them? 

A: With Dr. Homi Bhabha were 
Dr. Brahm Prakash, Dr. Tendulkar, 
Dr. Rao, Dr-Raja Ramanna, Profes- 
.sor K.C. Chandrasekhar (he is now 
professor of mathematics at 
Zurich), Professor Menon, Dr. Atha- 
wale and Dr. Megnad Saha, and so 
on. 1 joined in 1949. We had at that 
time a scientific advisory commit¬ 
tee to the cabinet, into which I was 
inducted later. He used to meet us 
occasionally for discussions. He 
used to know everyone of us by our 
Hrst names, and that’s something— 
considering nobody knows anybody 
today. 1 remember we had a confer¬ 
ence on atomic energy in Delhi in 
1953, where he spent the day with 
us discussing and arguing. In fact, 
he pulled up people if they did not 
participate with the right outlook— 
that IS, if they became personal 
instead of viewing a topic of discus¬ 
sion with scientific objectivity. 

His confidence in us also gave 
tremendous impetus to the electro¬ 
nics industry, bringing it where it is 
today. Dr Homi Bhabha had sug¬ 
gested that there should be greater 
emphasis on electronics, which 
Nehru accepted and a separate 
committee was set up to look after 
I it. In this manner he helped and 


also ipfluenced us in a number of 
ways. 

Q: Would you call him a progres¬ 
sive leader? 

A: Extremely progressive. He 
was not afraid of taking decisions 
which he had to, even if they were 
not palatable. 

Q: What was his attitude towards 
heavy engineering? 

A: What it should have been— 
that heavy engineering is the back¬ 
bone of any country which wants to 
industrialise. The single biggest 
obstacle, however, has been that we 
have had to compress the training 
and outlook of people. An outlook 
on life has been compressed into 40 
years. If the common opinion is that 
Indians cannot keep and use equip¬ 
ment properly; it may not be un¬ 
founded. But there is a reason. How 
do you expect a person from a 
village to handle sophisticated 
equipment like his counterpart in 
America or Germany, who his 
grown up using it? 


Jawaharlal Nehru was a 
planner. He set the 
scientific foundations. 
People may argue about 
the implementation, but 
certainly not the 
foundation. What was 
industry before 
independence? In 
nearly 40 years, we have 
an industrial 
environment 


Q; In what fields of scientific 
development was he particularly 
interested? 

A: He was fascinated by science. 
There is no particular field that he 
singled out. He was interested in 
natural phenomena. And science is 
an expression of natural phe¬ 
nomena. 

Q: India today is a leading coun¬ 
try in the field of space technology. 
How much was Nehru's contribu¬ 
tion to this? 

A: Space actually came into the 
picture in 1961-’62. At least that is 
when we thought of it. The first 
positive step came in making rock¬ 
ets, with the help of France. There 
again the department was part of 
NRSR, till it became too big to 
remain a part of it. 

Q: What was his attitude towards 
nuclear technology? 


A: Definitely nothing to do with 
its warlike applications. There are 
two concepts: either it can be usdd 
to arm us to the teeth or to build 
power stations. It can be used as a 
source of energy or a source of 
destruction. He believed, naturally, 
in the latter two. The trouble with 
all these mass destructive weapons 
is that they can be triggered off by 
accident. So you see, on both sides 
there are compensations. To have 
and not to have. 

Q: Did he have any interest in the 
scientific development of weapon 
systems? Or, was his interest only 
in keeping with his ideas of self- 
reliance? 

A: He is the person who brought 
in the scientific adviser to the 
ministry of defence, Professor 
Blackett. The Terminal Ballistic Re¬ 
search Laboratory, Explosives Re¬ 
search and Development Labora¬ 
tory and so on wouldn’t have come 
about without him—or at least not. 
with such speed. Even though he 
talked about peace, it was with a 
stick. 

Q: Did he encourage collabora¬ 
tions in scientific research with 
other countries? 

A: Up to a point. Of course, on the 
basts that it was a symbiotic rela¬ 
tionship 

Q: What wa.s his monetary con¬ 
tribution to scientific research? 
Was he lavish with funds? 

A: He was strict. We didn’t get as 
much as people imagined. He con¬ 
trolled excess expenditure, but 
then those were difficult times. It 
was the spirit of adventure that 
kept us going at a time when salar¬ 
ies were miserable—and difficult. 

Q: From Pandit Nehru to Indira 
Gandhi to Rajiv Gandhi, has there 
been any tangible increase in in¬ 
terest in scientific research and 
development? 

A: Mrs Gandhi shared her 
father’s interest in science. And 
like him her interests were varied. 
Nehru was always more relaxed. 
But then you have got to take into 
account the prevailing conditions— 
Mrs Gandhi lived through troubled 
times, shouldering a great many 
problems which her father did not 
have. As for Rajiv Gandhi, I cannot 
say, as I retired in 1983 and never 
had the chance to work under his 
leadership. 

Q: Looking back, do you think we 
have achieved everything Pandit 
Nehru visualised? 

A: That is difficult to say. He like 
any other Indian would say we 
could have achieved more. But 
there lies the point. Progress is 
through dissatisfaction. 
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Nagaland 



A State of Corruption 

Inefficiem y, sloth cijkJ shady deals characterise the Congressfl) government 
led by S.C Jumir 


Q Name the devue which pro\ ide s 
an aJtctnate souitt of liftht the in 
tensity ot which can In incieased oi 
decreased, IS attached to w oil tann 
ei’ and was sold to tJii \ ifialand 
government fot Rs J 000 apiece 

A An ordinary nil ]anu in 

I f this sounds dbsuid it piolvibK 
li And there aie ft v ptoplt in 
Kohima isho isould toutl. toi its 
duthentKitv But tht rt m mint 
who would ndirdtc this k t i\u‘i a 
Jot of lelish, sjinph to ni < tlu 
nature of the povtinni nt in N i|,a 
land toddv inefficient 'lothhil irtl 
coirupt And if this isn t to lupli to 
describe the Congiessd) government 


I headed bv S C T^niir, there is an 
I ab'iiidance of epithets to do so the 
I most popular of which is All Baba 
and till. loity Thieves (there are 41 
CongrtssI legislators in the Naga 
land Assembly) But just in case 
anyone thinks these are empty 
words lei us walk down the corridors 
ol the secretariat in Kohima First 
I stop the public works department 
I A sdsing is becoming populai in 
Najaland these days “The work is 
done m the sky and the payments arc 
I made on earth ’ And those who have 
coined this obviously had the func 
tioning ol the PWD in mind For, in 
this department, payments art not 
ntcessanly commensurate with the 
work done Nor foi that matter, is it 


necessary to get a particular job 
done in order to get paid tor it And it 
IS nut as amazing as it may seem foi 
the process is quite simple, it keeps 
both the contractoi and the go, =>10 
ment happy The only ones to sutler 
are the hapless public for who he 
job IS supposed to have been done In 
connivance with the staff of tlu con 
ceriied department bills ate submit 
ted foi imaginary ptojccts and 
money withdrawn from the trt asury 
as payment And one of tht most 
common projects foi which such ficti 
tious bills are submitted is dealing a 
landslide’ Unlike othei piojects in 
the cast of dealing a landslide there 
need not be any proot of the work 
left behind So, even if a landslide 
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has not taken place, it a particular 
government official in charge of a 
certain aiea of the state i6 happv 
with the cut’ that he gets., it is shown 
in tlie books that a landslide did 
ottui and was cleared by a contrac 
' tor and the payment made But this is 
I not all Sometimes the “contiactor” 
I tan (\en be a little boy Take the 
tast ol Jacob, the SIX year old son of 
\ Lahsu ot the Congress(I) (he was 
also a party candidate in the 1982 
Assembly elections in the state) who 
was paid according to Tongpang Ao 
the chief engineer, PWD, govein 
I mint of Nagaland, Rs 19,364 for 
“clearing a landslip” on the Chiza 
mirhaniai Road near Pfutzero in Dt 
tembei 1982 

Piom the public woiks department 
to the public health tngmeeiing de 
. paitment is not a yery long distance 
Nor IS their style of functioning yeiy 
dissimilar Examine, for instance, the 
‘case of tht G1 pipers ’ According to 
I the Sixth Plan the goseinment of 
I Nagaland had acquired huge stocks 
1 of galvanised mm (GI) pipes which 
cost the state ti easury about Ks tin ee 
I tiores, for watei supply projects in 
I the ruial areas Howevet, it was 
I suddenly discos eied by the middle of 
1984 that the pipes weie tai in 
excess of the amount needed and the 
government decided to dispose ol the 
pipes to bring some moi e money into 
the exchequer So, about 17,000 
metres of GI pipes meant tor the 
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Chaspani water supply scheme, 8,000 
metres ot GI pipes meant for the 
Lotha middle range water supply 
scheme and 4,000 metres of GI pipes 
meant for the Yongia range water 
supply scheme were disposed of — at 
rates which weie 40 per cent below 
their original price Mr Vamuzo of 
the NNDP, who is the leader of the 
opposition in the Assembly, has 
made a voty pertinent observation 
“What was the need to sell metal 
pipes which are non perishable 
Items-’ I can fully understand that it 
may be necessary to sell peiishable 
Items which are not required, but 
why pipes whose pi ice will in any 
case nse and not fall and which are 
bound to be lequired soonei oi later'” 

This IS where the second p.ut of 
the GI pipe s case begins These pipes 
weie required soonei lather than 
later In Janiiaiy this year ordeis 
were placed again for the same 
galvanised pipes which had been 
sold lUst six months back—in the 
three to tour inch category—foi use 
in the Dimapia water works The 
oideis were placed by the Kohima 
division ot the PIIF foi an amount 
w-hich IS at least 2'j per cent of the 
stocks sold last yc>ar for about Rs 25 
lakhs However theit is one major 
difteience in buying back the pipes 
now jmees have in the meaii'ime 
shot up and the government will 
have 10 pay a higher pi ice than that 
at which the pipes had been sold 

This leads to a host of questions 
To begin with, why had GI pipes been 
bought far in excess of the demand 
for it^ Was It not the fault ot the 
goveinment that it had planned 
wrongly’ Again, was it not caieless 
nt ss on the pai t ot tht gov ei nment to 
have sold oil the GI pipes without 
realising that they would be required 
a couple oi months later and the 
government would have to buy them 
back at a higher price’ Oi. is what 
the opposition alleging, and which 
seems well within the realms of pos 
sibiliiy tint that the pipes were 
fust sold at a theap piite and then 
bought back again at a higher tale 
simply to allow some government 
funttionanes to get some money out 
of kit kbat ks, which is not too uncom 
mon a practice in Nagaland’ 

I f the government of Nagaland is 
today making a quick buck on 
piojects meant for the urban areas, 
let us see what it is doing in the rural 
areas, away from the public eye 
Naga ministers ptide themselves on 
the schemes the government has in 
troduced in the villages, in addition 
to those laid down by the ministry of 
rural developemnt of the central gov 



( hief minister S ( Jmiiir 


t'l nment, like tht integrated rural 
development jirogiammt ilRDP)and 
the national lural employment piog 
lamme (NREP) Along with these, 
the Nagalandgoveinnuntha^ villagi* 
deyelopmtnl boaids (VDB) for com 
niiimty de\ elopmcni I he dec ision to 
set up VDBs accouling to a cnculaf 
issued by the government nt N.iga 
land, “was taken by the state govern 
ment not only to hi mg the gov 
ernmental piocess to the doorsfeps 
of the village IS, but also to lead to 
planning at the grassi oot’s level with 
governmental support ” The idea is 
to cnablt the villageis, thiough the 
VDBs conn oiled by them, to tormu 
late their own schemes and progiam 
mes and fix the priority ot the work 
to be done in the villages according 
to the availability oi funds VDBs are 
funded cither through a giant in aid 
from the government or through 
matthing cash grants—for every 
rupee collected by the y illagers, the 
government will contribute the same 
amount foi the development of the 
village Under this programme, 
money was paid directly from the 
state exchequer to the accounts of 
the VDBs and it was left to the 
respective VDBs to decide how to 
utilise the funds 


However, in 1984, the government 
decided to slop cash grants to the 
VDBs and instead decided to give the , 
villagers material According to Ru 
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ra/ Development Programmes, 
Graat-ia-aid and Materials, a booklet 
brought out by the Nagaland govern 
ment, “Although it is good to feel 
that the villagers know their require¬ 
ments best, and that they are capable 
of formulating their own develop 
ment schemes, that they could 
actually undertake these activities, it 
would be too early for us to expect 
the rural people to achieve the 
targets without necessary govern 
ment support and active participa 
tion at this stage I he experiences 
and assessments made show that due 
to difficulties in making arrange 
ments for procurement of material 
components a number of VDBs failed 
to implement many schemes over the 
vears, resulting in misuse of funds 
provided ” So, the government step 
ped in to “help” the villagers piocuie 
the goods—and along with it same 
corruption, as deals were struck be 
tween contractors and the govein 
ment Commissions changed hands 
and villagers were dumped v ith 
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goods which the> did not require For 
instance asbe‘ios sheets proemed 
foi the VDBs can stil' be seen lying 
dumped at vaiious points along the 


route from Kohima to Pfutzero, as 
there is no one to collect them, 
simply because they are not needed 
Not only this, some of the goods 
procured by the government have 
been bought at exorbitant rates from 
the contractors and given to the 
villagers For example, crowbars 
which cost Rs 56 per piece ii. the 
market were bought by the govern 
ment for about Rs 1^7 per piece, 
pickaxes which cost Rs 18 each in the 
market were bought by the govern 
ment for Rs 90 each and asbestos 
sheets being sold in the market for 
Rs 54 per metre, were proem ed by 
the government for about Rs 184 per 
metre Fortunately the system of the 
government piocuring the mateiial 
for the villagers has recently been 
discontinued But according to the 
then rural development minister, 
K L Chishi, “It is true that some 
times some of the goods ptocured 
cost a bit more than the market 
price, but the villagers did not have 
to pay for it It was given to them 


The Curious Reshuffle 


hief minivtei Mr S C iainir 

\^has said that the Nagaland 
ministiv has been reshuffled to set 
that the minisltis are not oseibiii 
dened with too mans poittolms 
Ndgdnt w s a state govt i iimt nt pub 
lication had said while itpoiting a 
press tonferentt of the thu 1 minis 
ter on the tve of a cabinet leshul 
tile But despite the assuiantes hv 
the chief ministci when the leshid 
fie did take place a dav latei the 
scenario was quite* different fiom 
the one piomised b\ Mi lamii 
Instead of ‘ lessening the burden ol 
the ministeis b\ giving them lewti 
portfolios to hanclle' (as tht thief 
minister had told this coiiespon 
dent, while commenting on his 
cabinet leshuflle in the course of 
an interview) some ministeis were 
in fact more burdened with the 
weight of a few moie ministries to 
handle Check 

List of cabinet ministers before 
4.4.85 

TA Ngullie 1 inance, revenue 
power 

KL Chishi Education, ruial dc 
velopment 

C Chongshen Public health en 
gineenng 

Kariba Food and civil supplies 

IK Serna Agriculture 

P Enyei Konyak Woiks and 
housing 

Tiameren Industries and cum 

mcrce 


Kive/ht Stma Social secuiitv 
and wclf.iit art and cultuie 
N I [aniii Planning 
^ i/adi 1 Saklmt Medical 
Rothiong Sangtain lianspoit 
and gtolog and mining 
Ministeis of state 

I N Ngullic Animal Inisbandtv 
and ictciinais services 

bhikiho Scina Law lustice and 
pailiamentai V at Ians 
Kihoto llollohon 1 xcisc 
Anwai Hussain liatisport 
HI Singson loiests 
Nokztnketba Soil conservation 
Fuse Zhotso Infuimation public 
itv and tour I'm 

Banggak Phom Public health en 
giiieciing 

1 Maichiba Woiks and housing, 
iishc'i les 

Nocklem Konvak I ducation, 
printing and statioriaiv 
List of cabinet ministers as on 
25 4 85 

TA Ngullie Linanee and taxa 
turn land leveii le powei 
K1 Chishi 1 ducation physical 
education spoils youth welfare, 
depaitment ol lastic' and law par 
lianientary affairs 
C Chingshen Public health en 
gineenng local self goveinment 
Kaiiba 1 oiest social forestiv 
wild life pi esc I vat ion and environ 
me ital conse vation 
IK Serna Agriculture and hoiti 
cultuie 


Plnyci Konvak Works and 
housing 

liamereri Industries and com 
merce 

Kivczhe Serna Social security 
and weifaie ait and cultuie 
N I Tamil Planning urban de 
velopment economics and statis 
tics geology and mining , 

Vizadel Sakhrie Public health ' 
and family welfare | 

Rothiong Sangtam Tianspoit 
and communication 
Ministers of state 

FN Ngullie Animal husbandly 
and veterinaiv services, laboui and 
employment 

Shikiho Serna Ruial development 
Kihoto Holluhon Fxcise minis 
ter of state attached to the chief 
minister 

Anwar Hussain Transpoit, coop 
eration 

H L Singsoii Relief and lehabi 
litation, lails, industiies 
Nokrenketba Soil conservation 
aits and culture 

Puse Zhotso Information and I 
publicity, touiism, power I 

Banggak Phom Civil defence 
works and housing 

Maichiba 1 ishtrics, publii 
health engineering 
Nocklem Konvak Printing and 
stationary, agiiculture 
Yeangphong Konvak Phvsical 
education, sports vouth welfare 
4 Cmr e ap o a de n t, Hehima 
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NSCN*s Charmed Existence 


T he underground National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland 
(NSCN) continues to lead a 
charmed existence thanks to the 
totally conflicting views of the gov¬ 
ernments of Nagaland and Manipur 
on the aims and objectives of this 
rebel Naga organisation. For more 
than a year now, the Manipur Gov¬ 
ernment led by Mr Rishang 
Keishing has been demanding a 
ban on the NSCN because of the 
violent activities it pursues in the 
state, particularly in its stronghold 
in Ukhrul district. Mr Keishing is 
on record as having told the Man¬ 
ipur Assembly that the NSCN, since 
its formation in February 1980, has 
killed 94 civilians in Ukhrul district 
alone besides carrying out 
ambushes of security force person¬ 
nel from time to time. The latest 
such ambush took place on 18 
February this year at Chassad in 
Ukhrul district eight kms from the 
Indo-Burma border in which 14 
army personnel were shot dead. 

Apart from this, the NSCN is 
supposed to be responsible for the 
assassination of former Manipur 
chief minister, Mr Yangmasho 
Shaiza in Imphal on 30 January last 
year. In addition, it made an 
attempt on Mr Keishing’s life in 
Ukhrul di.strict in December 1984 
when he was going to campaign in 
'his Phungyar constituency for the 
Assembly polls. Although Mr 
Keishing escaped the NSCN's bul¬ 
lets, four jawans of the Manipur 
Rifles died in the ambush during 
which shots were exchanged from 
both sides for almost 30 minutes. 

Interestingly, for more than a 
year now the Nagaland govern¬ 
ment, particularly chief minister S. 
C. Jamir, has been claiming that it 
ha.s established contacts with the 
NSCN and that the organisation has 
shown interest in holding talks with 
the government of India and join¬ 
ing the national mainstream. The 
delay in the centre’s decision to ban 
the NSCN IS reported to be promp¬ 
ted by this stand of the Nagaland 
government as it is felt that no 
purpose would be served by ban¬ 
ning an organisation which wants to 
join the national mainstream. 
Asked about the nature of contacts 
that the Nagaland government had 
established with the NSCN, Mr 
Jamir told Sunuay,” We have not 
only established contact with the 
NSCN but also with other under¬ 
ground Naga faciion,s.” He said that 
contact with the NSCN was estab¬ 
lished through the Peace Council in 


the state and maintained that the 
response from the underground 
Nagas was “very encouraging.” 

In this context, it may be recalled 
that the leader of the opposition 
Naga National Democratic Party 
(NNDP), Mr Vamuzo, had said in 
the last session of the state Assem¬ 
bly that Jamir was bluffing the 
underground Nagas by telling them 
that the government of India was 
ready for talks with them, bluffing 
the centre by saying that the rebel 
Nagas were willing to hold talks 
with the central government and 
bluffing the people of Nagaland by 
telling them that a solution would 
be arrived at soon between Nagas 
and the Indian government. Mr 
Jamir, disagreeing with this, re¬ 
plied that as far his government 
was concerned, it treated all under¬ 
ground Naga factions in the same 
manner unlike the NNDP which, 
when in power, was known to sup¬ 
port only a particular section of the 
underground. 

Contrary to Mr Jamir’s claims 
about the NSCN’s willingness to 
have a peaceful .solution to the 
so-called Naga problem, Mr 
Rishang Keishing says that whenev¬ 
er any person or a group on behalf 
of the Manipur government had 
approached the NSCN, it had rebuf¬ 
fed the peace emissaries by its 
hostile actions. According to Man¬ 
ipur government sources, the NSCN 
has been involved in various crimes 
including dacoities, robberies, mur¬ 
ders, burglaries, rioting and thefts. 
This is addition to its “tax collec¬ 
tion” drives in its areas of opera¬ 
tion and the ambushes it carries 
out. 

Although insurgent activity in 
Nagaland is far less than what it 
used to be in the Fifties and Six¬ 
ties, it would be wrong to say that 
the NSCN has not carried out any 
operation in Nagaland. Last year, 


The NNDP feels that 
Jamir has been 
workings hard to 
prevent a ban on the 
NSCN as it had backed 
the CongpressCI) 


NSCN men killed at least ten per¬ 
sons including seven security force 
personnel in the state. The inci¬ 
dents took place in the Mon, Phek 
and Tuensang districts. 

The NSCN was also behind the 
recent three bank robberies at 
Pfutsero, Tizit and Dimapur and. 
three of its men involved in this 
were shot dead in an encounter 
with the police at Lotovi village 
near Dimapur on 23 February, this 
year. In view of all this, it is quite 
understandable if the Manipur gov¬ 
ernment feels that Nagaland’s 
claims about the NSCN’s desire to 
have a peaceful solution to the 
Naga problem is not backed by 
reality but something else. The 
NNDP feels that Mr Jamir has been 
working hard to prevent a ban on 
the NSCN as this underground 
organisation had backed Congress 
(1) candidate.s in Zunheboto, Mon 
and Tuensang districts during the 
1982 Assembly elections in the 
state. Mr Jamir hotly denies this 
charge and maintains that it has got 
nothing to do with the delay in i 
imposing the ban which, it says, is a 
matter to be decided entirely by 
the centre. 

Even if what Mr Jamir says is 
true, it must be pointed out here 
that the NSCN,emboldened by the 
fact that it has not been outlawed 
so far, has developed political 
ambitions and had actively sup¬ 
ported candidates of the Progres¬ 
sive Independent Bloc (PIB) during 
the district council elections in 
Manipur early last year. Unfortu¬ 
nately for the NSCN, PIB men drew 
a blank in the polls as none of its 
candidates got elected. Later, in 
December last year, the NSCN had 
made bids to disrupt the Lok Sabha 
and Assembly elections in Manipur 
but in this also it did not meet with 
any success because of the security 
forces which remained on the alert 
throughout and prevented the 
NSCN from keeping the people 
away from the polling booths, dis¬ 
rupting the counting or even 
snatching ballot Boxes while they 
were in transit from the villages to 
the district headquarters It is this, 
failure of the governments of Naga¬ 
land and Manipur to see eye to eye 
with respect to the NSCN which 
keeps on giving a fresh lease of life 
to Naga insurgency and unless the 
centre takes a tough stand it is 
hardly likely to alter its present 
course of violence which brings 
avoidable misery to the people. 

ArvM Htmmr, Kohlma < 
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Besides, we got things like crowbars 
and pickaxes made by local black¬ 
smiths, so It helped those people as 
well ” But, Mr Chishi, could not the 
money have been used more profit¬ 
ably by buying other goods with the 
same amount of money, rather than 
buying a few things at exorbitant 
rates’ 


O n 6 Januaiy 1984, a police vehi 
cle (NLP ISSl), a Hindustan Bed 
ford truck belonging to the Nagaland 
aimed police was unofficially re 
quisitioned at the residence of the 
minister of social welfare, Kiyezhe 
Sema Subsequently, the truck was 
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taken by the minister’s bodyguard, 
Khuvito Sema, across the border into 
Manipur, ostensibly to collect fire¬ 
wood from Ukhrul However, on the 
way back the truck was stopped bv 
Assam Rifles personnel at Kharasom 
Lezo village in Manipur’s Ukhrul 
district But the truck, instead of 
stopping picked up speed and 
crashed through the check post Sus 
peering that the truck was cariying 
Naga extremists, the Assam Rifles 
men opened fire at the truck and 
brought it to a halt A search tol 
lowed, and instead ol exttemists 27 
bags of ga/iia (tannabis) were leco 
vpied What in fact had happened 
was that the minister’s bodyguard 


had been smuggling ganja into the 
state in a police truck requisitioned 
in the name of the minister knd 
which had picked up the bodyguard 
from the minister’s residence No one 
IS suggesting that Kiyezhe Sema was 
inyolved in the smuggling operation 
but ethics demanded that he resign 
trom office following this scandal 
Besides, as this was a regular prac¬ 
tice, could the minister have been 
' totally oblivious of the activities of 
his own bodyguard, who was very 
close 10 htm’ Constable Khuvtto was 
not only fiom the same village as the 
minister (Aichisaghemi in Zunbebo- 
to district), but is also related to him 
(The minister however, told this cor 


Mr Jamir Defends His Government 


• On the athievemenfi ot ht‘> gov 
einment 

The state government has been 
able to maintain peace. la\s and 
order which no other state in our 
condition has been able to do Com 
pared to the other states in this 
legion Nagaland is most peaceful 
even though it has a long histors ot 
insurgency In this effort, the peo 
I I pie of Nagaland have also plaved a 
helpful role as the\ have become 
development conscious ft is true 
that in the past lew years insuigen 
c\ was a big problc-m, but now that 
problem is confined to the bolder-, 

• On development in the state 
For all these veais we have been 

asking foi a general hospital, a 
sepaidtc university, a college ot 
engineering, a stadium complc' at 
Kohima, a new secretarial complex, 
a mining school, a polytechnic foi 
women, a youth hostel at Dimapur, 
a music school etc All these pro 
jects have been approved by the 
centre foi implementation during 
the Seventh Plan Besides, the most 
important thing is the opening of 
the foothills road—a 300 km stretch 
that cuts through the rice bowl of 
the state In addition to this, elec 
tricity and water supply links are 
very well-connected Now villages 
are connected with proper roads 
and electricity has reached there 

Also, Nagaland has a special 
scheme for the educated unem 
ployed, with a total yearly outlay of 
Rs so lakhs since 1982 This pto 
vtdes the youth gainful employ 
ment in dairy farms, piggeries, etc 

mOn the reasons for the massive 
deficit in the state 

The main reason for this is jhum 


cultivation, which leaves large 
stietches of land infeiiile 
0 Un what the government intends 
to achieve undet the Seventh plan 

Wt have selected ceitain fields 
as coie sectors, like toads, torn 
munication, budges, agriculture 
and allied sectors like rural de 
vclopment and lottage industries 
Nagaland missed the first three 
plans (u was then a part of Assam), 
and in the Fourth Plan onlv a token 
imount was allotted Ihe state real 
ly'went in foi deselopmetit tiom 
the Sixth Plan and the Seventh 
Plan IS going to be the first plan 
undet which my gosernmeni is 
going to plan 

• On corruption in the state 

I Ol the first time since oui party 
came to power in the state, wc told 
all leadeis and people occupying 
public positions to declare their 
assets But nobodv did And people 
may happen to have land in the 
villages and this i< difficult to de 
termine Howevei, accoi ding to the 
directives of the Piime Minister, 
with his stress on cleanliness, we 
shall see that every paisa meant for 
developmental works during the 
Seventh Plan is utilised Besides, I 
reshuffled the portfo'tos of mints 
ters in April 1985, to ensure that 
there was minimum holding of fort 
folios by the ministers and to in 
crease efficient y and effectiveness 
and lessen chances of corruption, 
delay, etc 

• On chaige . of people making 
money through fictitious bills 

One case like this was raised in 
the Assembly, but we verified it 
and it was found to be not true This 
concerned a Congress wotkei cal 
led Lhasu I got my public works 
department to look into the matter 


In fact, I gave a long leplv to it in 
the Assembly 

• On the allegation that one of his 
ministers was involved in smug 
gltng ganja 

It is true that there was a case ol 
smuggling in gania but no minister 
was involved In fact the peison 
who was involved was the body 
guai d ol the minisrei who had 
taken a police vehicle and perpe 
tiated the ciime The minister in 
question Kive/he Sema. was not 
even in town he was out on a tour 
when the incident took place 


• On the disposal ot galvanised non 
(Gl) pipes at throw awav prices 
When we went to the Planning 
Commission to discuss the plan for 
1984 85 thev told us to dispose 
surplus material to reduce the re 
source gap Since the Cl pipes con 
stituted a part of out surplus stores, 
he decided to dispose of them 
Naturally, they were sold at pnees 
lower than the ones at which we 
bought them 


• On charges that there has been 
con upturn in implementation ofru 
lal detelopment schemes 
There have been complaints ab 
out central purchase of material for 
the ruial development schemes 
Yes. we hue received such com 
plaints but thev are mainlv con 
fined to a certain material that the 
government has purchased fot the 
villages—asbestos sheets for roof 
ing ot huts It IS also ttue that the 
villagers have not utilised them and 
they are Iving on the roadside But 
that IS onlv because they are heasry 
to tiansport to the villages 
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The Congress(l)’s NSCN Link 


O n 23 February this year, three 
persons belonging to the under¬ 
ground National Socialist Council 
of Nagaland (NSCN) were killed in 
an encounter with the Nagaland 
police at Lotovi village, about ten 
kms from Dimapur. Among the 
three killed was one Mangwing 
Konyak who had led the police 
party to the NSCN hideout in Loto¬ 
vi village. Mangwing, according to 
police sources, had been 
apprehended in Dimapur near a 
restaurant where he was supposed 
to be moving around in a myste¬ 
rious manner. Along with Man¬ 
gwing one more person identified 
as Ponyei Konyak was also taken 
into custody. Investigations re¬ 
vealed that Ponyei was the driver 
of the then Nagaland minister of 
state for printing and stationery, 
Mr C. Nocklem Konyak who now 
also holds charge of the agriculture 
portfolio Although Ponyei has 
since been released on bail, the 
Nagaland police have now started 
checking ministers’ vehicles spe¬ 
cially when the ministers are not 
travelling in them. Earlier, a minis¬ 
ter’s car could be taken through all 
police check gates by his driver 
without any problem, but thanks to 
Ponyei the scenario has undergone 
a change which may not be to the 
liking of at least some ministers. 

The important NSCN man sup¬ 
posed to have been killed in the 23 
February incident at Lotovi was 
one “Colonel” Ihoshe who was in 
charge of NSCN’s operations in the 
Dimapur area. Strangely enough, 
the Serna Students Union (SSU) 
alleged after Ihoshe’s death that 
the chief minister S.C. Jamir had 
met this NSCN “Colonel” just a few 
days before his death. The chief 
minister, however, denied the SSU 
allegation and said that not only 
had he not met “Colonel” Ihoshe, 
during the latter’s lifetime, but had 
not even seen his body after the 
Lotovi incident 

Although, It may not be proper to 
come to the conclusion that the 
minister of state, Nocklem, was in 
league with the NSCN just because 
his drive! was arrested for sus¬ 
pected links with the NSCN or that 
Mr Jamir has ties with the NSCN, 
because a students’ organisation 
alleges that he met an NSCN man, 
there is at least one minister of 
state in Nagaland who does not let 
his gubernatorial assignment come 
in the way of being least inhibited 
by his helping the NSCN whenever 


and wherever he can. He is Mr 
Kihoto HoUohon who belongs to the 
Serna tribe and holds the portfolio 
of excise in the Nagaland council of 
ministers. Mr Kihoto, it is learnt, 
had told the state police in Febru¬ 
ary last year to release one person 
from whom a Chinese rifle, about 
Rs 11,000 in cash and some incrimi¬ 
nating documents were recovered. 
The arrested man, Nivuto Serna’s 
release was sought by Mr Kihoto on 
the grounds that he was known to 
him. Although Mr Kihoto’s request 
was not granted immediately, Nivu¬ 
to was let off on bail after a “quick” 
interrogation. 


with regularity, particularly in the 
neighbouring state of Manipur. 

The Chief Minister, Mr Jamir, 
has said on more than one occasion 
that his government has no links 
with the NSCN and has asserted 
that he treats all factions of the 
Naga underground as equals. He is 
also on record as having said that 
the decision to ban the NSCN has to 
be taken by the centre and that the 
state government has nothing to do 
with it. Another allegation made 
against Mr Kihoto was that a NSCN 
man injured in an incident at Loto¬ 
vi on 23 Februaiy was treated at 
the minister’s Dimapur residence. 



NSCN Kuerriilas who surrendered to the security forces 


The same minister, it may be 
recalled, had got published at a 
private printing press in Dimapur. 
^000 booklets on statements by 
NSCN functionaries. In all fairness 
to Mr Kihoto it must be stated that 
legally he has done nothing wrong 
in getting the copies printed or 
even in securing the release of 
NSCN man like Nivuto because the 
NSCN till today has not been de¬ 
clared an outlawed organisation. 
But the basic question is how far it 
is correct for a Congress(I) minister 
to sympathise with the NSCN, an 
organisation which has killed a 
number of security force personnel 
in various ambushes, besides in¬ 
dulging in extremist activities 


Subsequently, there were rumours 
that the injured man died at the 
residence of Mr Kihoto. Interesting¬ 
ly, the intensity of the rumours can 
be judged from the fact that even 
officials from the Subsidiary Intelli¬ 
gence Bureau (SIB) spoke to the Mb' 
Kihoto to check the veracity of the 
rumour. According to SIB sources, 
the minister said there was no truth 
behind the rumour. But this is not 
limited to Congress(I) government. 
Even when the NNDP was in power, 
rebels belonging to Federal Gov¬ 
ernment of Nagaland (PGN), an 
underground organisation, were 
trained at Chumukima in Rengma 
area. 
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respondent that “Khuvito is not a 
Close relative.”) Mr Kiyezhe's de¬ 
fence is; “1 was on tour when the 
incident took place. I had left Kohi- 
inaton 1 or 2 January and during my 
absence my bodyguardrequisitioned 
the vehicle. I was only informed 
about the incident after my return to 
Kohima. I immediately instructed 
that my bodyguard be punished.” 

Mr Kiyeze is not the only minister 
to be unaware of what is happening 
around him. T.A. Ngullie, the finance 
minister, sits in a large well- 
furnished office, muses about the 
weather, makes clear his abhorrence 
for words like ‘overdrafts’ and says 
he is ignorant about the misde¬ 
meanours of his staff. Of course, he 
admits there might be a few irregu¬ 
larities but he is not aware of them. 

But this is not the only thing that Mr 
Ngullie IS unaware of. He is, for 
instance, unaware of the difference 
between the word ‘overdraft’ and 
‘deficit’;unaware of the amount of 
deficit that has accured; unaware of 
bow the deficit could be made up. 
Check, while presenting the 1984-8.‘> 
budget in March 1984, Mr Ngullie 
had said in the Assembly that the 
opening deficit tor 1984-8!j was Rs 
17.3.S crores. But he promised mat 
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the closing deficit would be nil as the 
government of India had offered to 
“make it up.” By August the same 
year however, the finance minister 
had changed his mind and instead 
said that the opening deficit would 
not be nil, but be around Rs 38.85 
crores because the Reserve Bank of 
j India had informed his ministry ab- 
I out the correct position only in June 


that year. But, true to his style, Mr 
Ngullie .again promised that the clos¬ 
ing deficit-would certainly be nil, as 
the centre had offered to make up 
even this amount. But when he pre¬ 
sented the vote of account in March 
1985, the opening deficit which 
should have been nil was around Rs 
47 crores. And the anticipated deficit 
for 1985-86? Rs 84.12 crores. 

But Mr Ngullie still maintains that 
this amount can be made up. Even by 
a considerable stretch of the im¬ 
agination it is difficult to see how the 
finance minister can achieve this 
feat. A look at the revenue plan and 
non-plan account for the year 1984- 
85 (which is ready now) will make it 
clear. According to this, the total 
revenue receipts amount to Rs 162 
crores—of which Rs 136 crores is the 
centre’s contribution. And wl/ere 
does the bulk of this amount go? 
Towards repaying debts. In the yiar 
1984-85 for instance, out of the total 
revenue receipts, Rs 115 crores were 
spent on repaying debts (including 
the interest).And where does the rest 
of the money go? Remember the 
saying in Nagaland; "For work done 
in the sky, the payment is made on 
earth.” 

SMunMra 0ii> r/ ea, Kohima 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 

Fighting the Evil Spirit 


Oi /iov\ 0 5()-yrnr-o}d alcoholics’ association is going about leformmg its mpmbers 


y y ■ am an alcoholic My name 
I IS Chandiasekhar,” said 
I the man with a deadpan 
H tout “By (aid’s grace and 
with the help of Alcoholics Anony 
mous(AA)l din sobei today I am an 
.iccountant in a piitate fiim I was a 
hopeless diunk lot more than I*! 
yeais Ihcii ont day I came into 
contact with AA thiough my liiend 
Bala That was live \eais ago Since 
thtn 1 have successfully managed to 
stay sober Oh, but what hell 1 went 
through when I was i drunk By the 
time 1 was 25 years old I had become 
an ahohobc—of course I refused to 
admit that then I alvay. 'aid to 
mysell, Me’ An al oholic"* Notei ’ I 
am loo stionpwilKd and awaic to 
become an altoliolu, cvei Besides I 
c Ill always loiitiol my dunking—or 
so I deluded mysell The daily sun 
downeis lasted till suniise Then I 
needed a stiff tveopenei That 
calmed me till my wile came nag 
ging Bos did I need another drink 
thi II T iiist wanted to get out of the 
house away tiom the haiiidan that 
ms wile had become and my two 
snivelling biats But office was no 
escape IVls colleagues weie a bunch 
of middle class mediocnties, whose 
only iiueust lay in saving up to buy a 
scootci oi a mixie—foi heaven’s 
sake ms boss was even worse Look 
at fate here I was far superior in 


intellect, and yet having to servo 
under that bumptious cietin 1 could 
only think of sneaking ofl foi the 
lunch time shot of booze Gradually 
evetybody fell away from me—ms 
family and my friends 1 was alone 1 
didn’t give a damn It went on foi 
sometime like that till I became tii ed 
and sick of the whole thing I was 
physically ill I couldn’t bear the 
thought of getting up in the moining 
Spiiitually I was diained, moiallv 
bankrupt One day I stole money 
from my son’s piggybank to buy 
myself a little arrack (as my con 
siimpfion increased I sw^ rhed fn,i 
brandy to rum to arraik, d ^ i 
dss'indling finances) I doi’t ki 
why my theft hit me like nolhing < .sc 
did 1 had to give up alcohol I got 
myself hospitalised for a defogginp 
session not once, but thru e All i hu c 
times 1 suffered a relapse within two 
months I went and stayed in a 
monasteis near Pune One month 
after my it turn 1 was hitting the 
bottle again 1 tiied evuythinp 
yoga, ti anscendental meditation 
changing my jiouse Nothing woikcd 
By this time I was desperate I was 
terrified And then the miracle hap 
pened Bala walked into my life Ht 
was an ex problem drinker who s\ as 
now sober thanks to AA At lust 1 
was reluctant But Bala’s pioblem 
seemed to have been worse Gradual 



An Alcoholics Anunvmoiis meet In progress in Madras 


0 


Iv I persuaded myself to give AA a 
chance By the grace of God AA 
helped me to stay sober for five 
years ’’ 

('handiasckhar is one of nine per 
sons sc died in a ciicle in a commun 
ity hall The room is large, empty of 
fuiiiituic except foi a few steel 
foldable chans I he ceiling fan whirs 
monotonouslv The men are seated 
and talk in turns quietly and elo 
qutntly It is a typical AA meeting in 
progress I he e nine men are among 
the e f mini men and women ill 
i\ei un ,]r > ho thanks to AA 
h. = 's -"I >b * to conquer their 
j r ’i, i)< 1 ’ pioblem 

A ( be iu> If golden 

)i ii c 1 ■) > ‘ 1 Mi Started in 
Vkioi Oiiiii III the USA, AA today 
hdi 50 000 biaiuht in 114 countries 
with a mcmbciship ol over two mil 
lion It va St iricd by two alcoho 
lies an \ki<in pliysician named Dr 
Kobe 11 Hoi bn !> Smith, popularly 
called Di Bob tiicl i New Yoik stock 
broke I named V\ illiam Ciitfith Wil 
son popiiliilv ailed Bill W AA got 
going m 10 lunc 1955 when Dr Bob 
t il ins li,t dunk He lemained a 
icctitallci till 1950 when he died of 
canm llie Madias chaptei of AA 
had many talsc stalls, the first being 
in 1968 It really became a full 
fledged luiictionai association in 
1981 Today theie die AA gioups in 
all the majoi cities of India The 
Indian chaptei of AA will celebrate 
itj golden pibilee in Bombay on 10 
June* €iiui the international AA will 
celchi tie it in Montreal on 4 July 

Piciisely oecduse it maintains a 
lowpiotile AA IS often considered to 
be a subtt rranc an cult What exactly 
IS AA’ It IS a voluntary informal 
fellowship ot ex problem drinkers 
who meet together to maintain 
sobriety and to help fellow problem 
dnnkets (who have often been consi¬ 
dered medically hopeless) to stay off 
alcohol The only requirement for 
membeiship is “a desire to stop 
drinking ’’ There are no dues, fees or 
attendance legulations governing 
AA membership Prima facie it 
seems to be a loose knit organisation 
Yet on coming into contact with AA, 
this correspondent found that the 
fellowship among the members was 
so strong that it rivals the kind of 
brotherhood that one sees in certain 
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Dr Boh and Bill Mr, co-fnundem of the AlcohoHcf Anonvniout 


religious sects 

Who IS an alcoholic’ What is the 
distinction between a heavy dnnker 
and an alcoholic’Often the alcoholic 
IS the last one to concede that he is 
addicted to alcohol while his rela 
tives, who stood by him through 
“hick and gin” as it were, would have 
been convinced of his condition long 
ago But by every foim of self 
deception, lationahsation and ex 
perimentanon, an alcoholic will 
prove to himself that he is an excep 
tion to the lule An alcoholic is one 
who has lost the ability to control his 
drinking There is a simple lest to 
judge whethei you are an alcoholic 
Go to a bai oi wheicvor you normally 
get soused and indulge in some (on 
ti oiled drinking If noi mally you take 
SIX pegs tty to stop abtiiptly after 
the thud If you can’t oi it\ougctthe 
jitteis face It you aic an alcoholic 
The important thing is that the 
amount of aU ohol constiTiitd is not a 
yardstick ol alcoholi n The (nictil 
point IS wh( thei vour dunking is 
unmanageabU Is it int r>rtcring t\ith 
your lifestyle yoi i obliv’iois lad 
icspon ibilities ai i ,on Inisha d oi 
fdthei’ An alcoholic c innat control 
his clunking because ot his intense 
and iricpiessiblc ci iving 

Once an alcoholic ilwass an tlto 
holtc Sad but tint Alcoholism is a 
peinianent condition feen the AA 
membtis who have stisccl sober tot 
I's years ontinut to tall the msc lies 
.ilcohohc because the \ can ntsci 
indulge in contioilcd diinking One 
dunk leads to mother mil another 
and another Alcoholics ate in the 
giip ot a piogiessive illiu ss that can 
be arrested not cured A di\ altoho 
he cannot indulge in social clmu 
mg a couple ol pegs with friends 
foi him It IS nothing oi evcrsthing 
His only salvation lies in total absti 
nence To this day science has not 
been able to make i noimal diinker 
out ot an alcoholic 

AA had ciohcd -i programme ot 
twelye steps which ha he Iped 1 ikhs 
of people to attain ind maintain 
sobriety Most mcmbeis pointed out 
that more than attaining sobrien AA 
has helped them to icmain sober 
Sobiiety itself has to be achieved 
through a defogging session in a 
hospital becau.e the withdrawal 
symptoms arc so sesere that they 
require medical treatment But the 
most difficult thing for an alcoholic is 
to stay sober and here AA has helped 
like nothing else has oi couise there 
are few persons who have not be 
nefitted by AA but the association’s 
percentage of success is oveiwhel 
mingly high 

Psychiatrists, doctors and family 
members often find it impossible to 
break the barnei of reset ve aiound 


the alcoholic But the ex alcoholic 
can win the conlidence of the new 
comer in a matter of hours This is 
because the newcomer finds that his 
tiaumi and nightmares, which he 
thought uds unique has been experi 
cm d by other fellow alcoholics The 
shift of empathy pierce"' the veil of 
isolation Ills deadened sensibilities 
Icawaken as he is engulfed bv 
hope—if these people were able to 
steer clear of alcohol with the help of 
AA so can he 

I he lust step to lecoverv is the 
awaieness that he is an alcoholic 
The delusion that one day he will be 
able to control his dunking like the 
others around him has to be 
smashed AA’s twi Ive point progiam 
me ri sts upon the belief that an 
alcoholic is poweiless He can bCut 
the liquor demon only by surrendci 
mg himself totally to a power gi cater 
than himself His ideals must be 
grounded in a greater power if he is 
to lecicate his life a;;ain An ortho 
dox being would classify this “pow 
er as god But alcoholics invariably 
are agnostics, if not itheists As they 
coiitemptuouslv dismiss the concept 
of god they identify this power as 
‘ c reative intelligence,” “universal 
mmd tneigy” ‘love,” “spirit ol 
nature ‘ cosmic fore i etc A mem 
ber of AA must have hi own concep 
tion of God It IS not imposed upon 
him But what happens in the case ol 
in alcoholic who does not believe m 
any force olhti than himself’ The 
\A membei wl o was taking this 
correspondent in a guided tour of 
cssociation’s woild replied, ‘Thereis 
, n AA member in Sri Lanka He is an 
atheist and a communist But today 
he IS dry He developed faith when 
he saw his friends, all declared medi 
cally hopeless, recovei aftei follow 
mg the AA piogramme ” Very often 
members of AA have started out by 
believing that human intelligenct is 


the beginning and the end of evi>ry 
thing They saw faith and depend 
ence upon a power beyond them 
selves as somewhat weak, even 
cowardly But it has often been found 
that faced w ith alcoholic destrurtion, 
the victim often learnt to develop an 
open mind about spnituality (which 
IS not to be confused with re 
hgiosity) 

Ultimately faith has given him put 
pose and direction, stabilitv and 
happiness Many AA members have 
found the 12 steps intimidating But 
then nobody IS expected to adheie to 
all the steps immediately As the 
bible of AA states ‘We arc not 
saints We claim spiritual pi ogress, 
not spiritual pcifectioii ” The AA 
chattel also includes making a moral 
inventory and apologising to the jito 
pic he has hurt This has often posed 
the biggest obstacle to many an alco 
holic Admitting his flaws to the 
power to himselt and to fellow 
beings is galling, more so because he 
is so arrogant and opinionated It is a 
painful and difficult process because 
It IS humbling and humiliating But 
the formidable task is made easier 
when he talks to an AA membei who 
not only undet stands him but can 
keep his confidence 

Anonymity is sacred to AA which is 
why ei en membership registers are 
not kept In AA the word “anonv 
mous” has immense spiritual signifi 
cance It leminds them always to 
place principles before personalities, 
that they hive renounced personal 
glorification that their movement 
not only preaches but practises a 
true humility Anonymity is vital to 
AA because many of its members are 
businessmen or professionals who 
would not be able to carry on their 
occupations if u were to be known 
that they are alcoholics 
I Apart from the 12 steps, AA has 
I evolved 31 tips to lemain sober First 
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on the list i stdv awdv fiom the first 
drink AA mtnibeis do not swear to 
go oft dunking foi ever They just 
take a plcdgs to stay away from the 
first drink om. day at a time How* If 
thts don 1 nkt tht first drink they 
don t gt t drunk It is as simple as 
that I his tlify tan do by constantly 
lemiridinj. themselves that alcohol 
ism IS in iiHurable piogrtssive fatal 
illne-s Simply trying to avoid a dunk 
(oi not thinking of one) is often not 
enough The more a dry alcoholic 
I thinks about rhi dunk he is trying to 
I keep avsay fiotn tht more it otcupies 
his mind And that is no good It is 
hitiei to get buss with somt thing so | 
that his approatb is hostile in that ht . 
' ust s his mind and eneigv to maintain 1 


his health 

The activity could take the foim of 
involvement with A A, taking a walk 
leading, going to museums and art 
galleries physical exercise starting 
on long neglecttd chort s like clean 
ing out his di awers 11 vivmg oi pui 
suing a new hobby taking a loutse 
etc Often It IS good to change 
loutints tamiliar places and legulai 
actisitics associated with drinking as 
this can oftt n prove to be fatal tups 
to an c\ iholiolics sobiutv Fating 
OI dunking sonu thing sweet often 
quells 1 desiii to hove a dunk ll is 
sciv impoitint ioi an cv alcoholic to 
tdki pknivotiesf I’l opk who drink 
hcdsily oltendonot ualist how tmd 
they ait bei tust ol thict uasons— 


first because alcohol is full of calor 
les which give instant energy, 
secondly it numbs the central ner 
vous systems so that he cannot feel 
bodily discomfort and thirdly after 
itsaaaesihetic effect weais off, it 
pioduccs agitation that feels like 
neitous energy 1 or a person who 
has stopped dnnkmg it is vital to 
take plenty of test because tht no 
tion of having a dunk begins to nag 
yvhen ht, is tiied lending off loneli 
mss watching out foi anger and 
it situ mini SOI low and overelation, 
avoiding all chtnuial mood ihangeis 
and bung wary of drinking occasions 
lu ways to ketp thi ditaded first 
dunk at h ly 
Anita Pratap 


i Alcoholism, a Disease 

j __ _ JL. 

I In Imha iionet rr, il is slilJ seen (is un c\il 


T hen IS still dtbatc over the 
issue but tin piepondfctancc 
ol tvidinct leads to the con 
elusion that akotidhsm is an 
I illness I here is a basu clumical 
I iiiihalamc in an alcoholic s systtni 
so that wilt n he consumes alcohol he 
btcoimssitk not just physically but 
cnioiionilly mentally and spiiitual 
ly I his IS why ikoholism is woisi 
ihan a lot ol otlut inaior illmsses It 
IS not lust 1 disease it is a highly 
complex multi dimensional ailment 
I that iflctts the \ittim uid all his 
tonipinions In its w ikc alcoholism 
Ic.ives not |ust a phvsital wittk bur a 
psythologitallv socidllv ind octupa 
I rioiiallv clev astated man In eountucs 
liki the USA and Austialia akoh il 
, 1 m IS ic tiignised and titatid as a 
di c ISC Nut in India where tht it is 
(Kill siigma attathed to tht afllit 
lion No one is sympathitie to an 
ikoholu l)ttau>c It IS comaionly In 
Invcd (lilt In IS wilhillv dtstrovini. 
lunist 11 Wluit IS even mote dcspit 
able IS thii with his self indulgence 
I he IS mining the happiness of his 
innoetiit 1 ini h V\ hen inebriated be 
L in be oHc nsivt opinion ited icpcti 
tivc iiid incoiuuni not exactly vii 
I tuts ihjt gt It) 111 ciedit Flis 
ctiuivocation and cjnibblmg tan be 
maddening Not only clot s one teaet 
j to tht individual wi'h hostility but 
on lapully loses it sped lor him 
when ht cuts a soiry ligiiii pontiii 
eating on unstt edy kot 

riit Ameiitan Mtdical Assotiaiion 
and Iht t^orki Ht illh Oiianisalion 
I I will IS mans othti piotcssional 
t loups h evt tome to itg iicl akohcil 
I isTii as a spttifu disease lo quote 
till manual on alcoholism issued by 


AA Akoholisir is an illness thai 
at tci ised by preott upatioii v/uli iKo 
hoi and loss ol tonttol enci it ton 
sumption sutli as to kad tisuallv bv 
chionieitv bv piogu sion and bv 
ttndciicv lowaid rt lapse It is ivpi 
tally a soci ittd with pliysiti' dis 
ibilitv and impjiitd tniolion ll itcii 
patiorial intl oi soml acliustini its i 
1 dll eel con ciutiitc ot pci sun n t 
and txttssivt ust 

Main yeai s q o an txpi i line iit w i 
coiiduLlLcI which went i loiu wav It 
piove that alcoholism is i disc ist 
Ako) ol was iii)ttl( d into lats vvliich 
iiormallv do iioi iiuitli thi lull Attc i 
somt time a bowl ot akohol inti a 
bowl ol watti wcit plitfci btloit 
I lats Ihev mitk a bet lint lot tht 
1 akohol It s Itll tbit a imlibohr 
I til cirdei makes a man akohola In 
the noinul dunkti alcohol is oxi 
distd into atctaldchvdt which then 
becomes it tut acid whitli altci 
bting bioktn down litthti is set 
icted liom the bo ^ But in ilu c ist 
ot an ckoholit somtthiii) cist hap 
I pens III ilitni i vtiy •■mall quantitv 
I of at ct ildt hvdt lemainsandin it itl 
ol hemg t liminatt d goestotht brain 
whtit thiough a vfiv coniplitati d 
I hiochcmital piotes it ttids up as 
Ihiq ft iiahydio ist|uinokiint a he 
loin like substance iiid tqually 
addictive This gets implanted in tht 
biain cell Fxptiimeiii on animals 
have piovtd the idtlittivt natuii of 
I Ihiq which IS btlieved to bt rt 
I sponsiblt toi the untontiollablt 
t laving The pathological aspects (it 
laiiiig to signs and symptoms) ot 
alcoholism manikst in dcliiium tie 
mens tiuhosis of the livei wei 
brain cardiit comphcations de 


I It uoi itioii ot nienl ll iatulties md 
I jit 1 oniliiv (listndtts \n ikulioht is 
iitl 1 1 tin lugli ihitc St igt s 

ilunl'ii lit tails wil'i ocialdii I 
iiif. tie! 11 I lit s It svmiitomai 
tli nkin, wlinl tinally i ulmmaic* iii , 
iddittivt (liinkui toiisidt It d to bt I 
tilt itinnnil t gt Hi lu i dunking | 
(turn (inn w i oi tin i u is a i 
classic t Ills sv ) tpouniial alto 
hohi Rilitl ilunlnq paduius to 
(isvi ll ll igiL (1 (1 11 ndciict on ako 
lull Ihis I in iiitlitdUon ot tht 
liriipits itin I I tht disc i t into tin 
inicuncdi 11 V la^t Sorin ckteiiabk 
symjitonis lu ab tnuti in from | 
woik pooj |(ib ptiiounanti fiiian 
t lal piobknis tamilv ()iiibkm> 

I chdiuts in inoul and ethical be 
' liavienii xii il piobUnis like impo 
I 11 n c t (out IS 1 e ni 1 n d t d o 1 
I Shikcsptau s w lining It — alco 
hoi spurs tbt dcsiit but mbs the 
action ) It inreifcics with the Icain 
] iiig piocts powtt ol attention and 
1 t imccniratioi It also imp ms the 
I lacultus of (udgmtnt and discri 
mination and clouds tht ability to 
I tliiiik iiid reason tJtJilv 
I It IS undtniihlv tiue that an alco 
I holic taruioi toiuiol his drinking be 
I t ausc he IS nial id iiisitd to lift infull 
flight tioin It aliiy Ol nieiitallv deftt 
I t iv t Somt unit s it is a combination of 
all thitt But doctois in the west 
1 have ft aifitd that tht body of an 
dkoholic u tjuitt as abntimal as his 
mind An alt ohoht has to bt freed 
fiDin his physical cuving for liquor 
and this olten lequires a definite 
hospitalisation piucedprc before 
psychological measures tan be of 
maximum benefit If a perspn has 
lantei all are sotiy for him No one 
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IS angry, hurt or hostile But alcohol 
ism brings with it misunderstanding, 
fierce resentment, financial insecur 
ity, disgusted friends and employers, 
sad, frustrated and disillusioned 
wives (01 husbands) and parents and 
warped lives of innocent children 
Alcoholism is a three pronged ill 
ness—physical, emotional and spir 
itual At the same time the alcoho 
lie’s relationships aie steadily des 
troyed Emotionally, he becomes 
bankrupt As the disease goes into 
the terminal stage, he is spiritually 
drained—he loses all moral values, 
loses sight of his responsibility as a 
father, son or husband He may pawn 
or sell his wife’s jewellery to get 
money for a drink, he may beat her 
and abuse her, he may rob he cheat, 
manhandle and even kill for the sake 
of a drink 

When it comes to the aetiology 
(causes) of alcoholism one comes 
across the belief that some people 
are born alcoholics There is still a 
debate over this, but after talking to 
innumerable alcoholics this curies 
pondent found that all of them be 
lieved they had latent personality 
disordeis in their childhood which 
was responsible fur their drinking 
heavilv later The personality dis 
orders weie camouflaged but came 
righ’ out m the open when they wei e 
drunk Ihe personality disoideis 
were remarkably similar in most 
alcoholics Almost all oi them said 
they were lonely in then childhood 
though they may havi been with 
friends or siblings Though they were 
a part of their peer group they ne\ et 
belonged to them Theie seemed to 
be a distance between them and the 
world Outwardly they kept a happy 
front but deep down they were lone 
ly confused, unhappy They wei e all 
self centred and always wanted to be 
the centre oi attraction “the bride at 
a wedding, the corpse at a funeral ” 

They considered themselves super 
lor in intellect and so could not relate 
to the people of their own age group 
This also contribu ed to their sense 
of isolation They hated to be saddled 
with responsibility and always man 
aged to find an excuse to wriggle out 
of obligations They were nevei able 
to sustain interest in any one subiect 
or hobby They were mercunal They 
were perfectionists, who set high 
standards for themselves which they 
very often could not keep up to But 
they hated to admit failure, least of 
all to themselves They considered 
themselves to be “tixers” If anyone 
came for some help they would glad 
ly promise them the sky, fully know 
mg they would not be able to delivei 
the goods They were gripped by a 
fear complex, they felt something 
disastrous would happen to them 
And if something went wrong they 


Sobriety is 


more than just staying dry 



could nevei accept the blanu The 
blame would be ntatlv and squaitlv 
placed on someone else—invariabis 
the wife or paient or brothei hien 
though in leality i' niav all have bet n 
his iault hoi instance when he fails 
to kick start a ricakitiant scootii ht 
(urses the countivs substandard 
motor products He conscnitntly 
oveilooks the fact he has not sei 
vi<ed his two whtelii toi years 
Ht IS also emotionally immaiuif 
Veiy often it tan be traced to a cruel 
1 emote or overindulgi nt parent Di 
vorce sepalation oi violent tamily 
■juairels can produce neurotic chil 
dreii who are poorly eijuipped trno 
tiondlv to face the oidinarv realities 
of adult life In seeking escape some 
may choose to become woikaholits 
others alcoholics Drinking boKitis 
his opinion of himself and temporali 
ly wipes away anv ft clings of social 
inferiority which he may have Ihe 
drinkei smoulders with lesentment 
and wallows in self pitv He indulges 
in childish rationalisations to justiiv 
his drinking He has bet ii working 
hard and deserves to it lax He has to 
tope up with too many respmsibih 
ties, his wife does no undcistand 
him, his nerves ire jumpv eveiv 
body IS against him iiobodv loves 
him and so on Another mterc>ting 
ispeci IS that the alcoholic is invai i 
iibly the onlv till'd, or the only son in 
a large family o. daughters, oi vice 
versa or the youngest child Ihis 
probably was re sponsible for his 
loneliness and '■ense of alienation In 
f let,the to founders of AA Dr Bob 
and Bill were both the only sons 
When tt comes to personality dis 
orders one is confronted with the 
“thicken and egg’ syndrome Do 
people inevitably become alcoholics 
(or take to ofhei forms of addiction) 


Sobriety is 

realising that the situatici 
IS less important than our 
attitude towards it 



owing to peisonalitv disoideis'’ Oi do 
thev develop these personality dis 
oideis because thev aie boin akoho 
lies that IS because thc\ have a 
basic imbalance in then chcmistrv’ 

tor the past sevcial ycai couit 
decisions in the United States legally 
lecognise akoholism as a disease In 
the USA a dtunkcii olti ndei his to 
tompiilsoiilv attend six months of 
AA meetings The Indian chaptei of 
A\ IS wonicd that alciholem is not 
vet recognised as an illness in this 
countn An akohohe IS ticatcd onlv I 
foi secondaiy illness—ciirhosis toi I 
example His essential problem is 
let! unattended So he ictuins home 
with an impiovcd livti and unim 
proved akoholism which wiccks him 
all over again Lven the piivait cli 
nics that often help an alcoholic to 
dry out lose patients when the man 
turns up like a bad pi nnv at pi edict 
able intervals 

An alcoholic is often aibitiaiilv 
condimned because it is believed 
that ht IS bunging latastiophc upon 
himself 01 because it is ihc end icsult 
ol his weak wiUpowei Often alcohol 
ism IS constiiitd as a moral ethical 
and social pioblem Bui evidence 
suggests that it is a disease - and no 
disease has been known to be cured 
bv sheet willpov er At the same 
time just because it i a disease an 
dlcoholi,. ought not to sit back and 
dunk himself “helpltssh to death 
An alcoholic cannot contiol his crav 
ing but he can take the decision to 
stop drinking bv going foi a detog 
ging session in the hospital in a bid to 
at rest his progressive illness He can 
then give AA a tiv The decision to 
stop dunking tequites willpower 
And that is something only he can 
mustei 
Anitt Pratap 
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AKALI DAI 


Longowal Wins Battle for Supremacy 

Innpi-pait^' conihct overshadows anti-govoinment agifalion 

I n tht sad and sometimes tragic I trier and stare Akaii lathedars ftom I anxious newsmen gathen 
hattle among the Akalis, going on Putnab Har\ana, Uttar I’ladesh, Ra him, Brahmpuia, original 


■ hattle among the Akalis, going on 
lor the last three years, there has 
been a recent and dramatic develop 
I nient The hattle lines between the 
moderates and the hardliners hate 
neter been so cleat ly diawn and the 
fight is now in the open Sant Har 
chand Singh Longowal on one side 
I leads the doves oi the moderates in 
the Akali Dal On the other side is 
I Baba Jogindei Singh, the mw leadei 
of the militant Akalis As things 
stand today, it is apparent that the 
internal infighting in the Akali Dal is 
more serious than the party’s light 
: against the centre 
i In fact, Longowal (■ S lohra, lal 
wandi, Piakash Singh Badal and now 
i Joginder Singh seem more con 
cerned abotit the fight ft r supiemacv 
in the parts and it would not be 
j wrong to sa\ that lor the moment, the 
' Akalis' fight against the government 
IS petering out 

The developments in Akali politics 
are always swift and unpredictable 
Prom 1 Mas when Baba [ogrnder 
Singh in a sudden move merged the 
different factions of the Akali Dal 
and announced the formation of an 
j ad hot committet for “panthit uni 
ts ” till 22 Mas Bhindranwale s 
I father was in th« diistr’s scat He 
had won each round against Longow 
al and many Punjab watchers had 
thought that Longowal's innings was 
over and it was time loi him to retire 
from politics But I ongowal fought 
back On 8 May, when laingowal 
resignt*d as the Akali Dal president, 
his Clitics felt that the moderate 
I leadei had decided to give up tht 
fight But Longowal proved to be 
ileverei He addressed his resigna 
I tion to tht district rathedats of the 
I party and it proved to be a iloser 
move Said a Longowal aide, “He is 
I quite shrewd By resigning from the 
party presidentship, he onls wanted 
' to build up his image in the Sikh 
I cornmunits He wanted to tell his 
' cornmunits that he is not after power 
I or a position Thai was in fact a 
j tactical move to silentls ciush Baba 
I Jogindtr Singh I ongowal knew that 
' the district jaihedars would nor 
accept his resignatioti since all of 
( them belonged to his camp and his 
I move succeeded ’’ 

On 22 May. a meeting of the dis 


trier and state Akali lathedars from 
Puniab Harsana, Uttar Pradesh, Ra 
tasthari faminii and Kashmir, West 
Bengal Delhi and (handigaih was 
held III all, thcie are 26 Akali lathe 
dars 18 from Punjab alone and the 
rest from the other states and the 
union teiiitories Flu meeting was 
held at Amritsar and in the Golden 
1 emt>le complex the \ t iiue of the 
crucial meeting hummed with actis 
itv since the iiioining A large nuin 
bet of Akali workcis and members of 
the youth wing of the Akali Dal, a 
majority ot them in Fesair turbans 
roamed about in the temple complex 
They were shouiing only one slo 
gan—“Sant Harchand Singh Longow 




a/ 


I nngnwai 

al ^mdabtid ” Even then, the mos 
sage was clear 

The lathedars’ meeting started in 
the famous Feja Singh Saniundaii 
Hall, which was badly damaged dur 
ing Operation Bluestai Parts of the 
building still beat the matks )f 

heavy aitilleiy shelling and the ctil 
ing fan-, are still missing All the 26 
Akali jathedais were present to con 
sider the lesignation of the party 
chief while nearly 'iO reporters 
waited anxiouslv outside for the “big 
storv ’’ Minutes before the meeting 
ended, after nearly foui hours of 
deliberations, Ranjit Singh Brahm 
pura, a former Akali MLA and the 
district jathedar of Amritsar district 
(ruial) came out of the hall As 


anxious newsmen gathered around 
him, Brahmpuia, originally belong 
mg to the Badal group and now with 
Baba Joginder Singh said, “This con 
clave has no right to i eject the res 
ignation of the party president And, 
now if Longowal has tendered his 
lesignation, the meeting should have 
accepted the lesignatioii,” before he 
left the meeting 

1 ifiecMi minutes later btiefing 
newsmen about the jathedars’ mec>t j 
ing, the Akali Dal secrttaiy Guidey I 
Singh disclosed that barring Brahm 
pura, all the 25 paitv jathedars had 
rejected 1 ongowal’s resrgi ition and 
diiected him to take over as the 
paitv president Ihis was the fust 
resolution passed at the meeting ' 
presided over by Amai Singh Nal in 
a seiiioi jiaiiv leader and distiitt 
jathedat from Patiala But the revolt 
of the Akali moderates against the 
hardliners in tile party became dear 
in the second lesolunon which re 
jeeted the merger ot ditUtent fat | 
tioiis of the [lai IV and the appoint 
merit ot th» aet hoe committee by 
Baba logindcr Singh I he resolution I 
stated “No individtiil has any right 
to dissolve the paity ’ I he other 
resolutions passed at the meeting ' 
weit of a loutiiie ninne cotide i 
miiing the gove mine lit for passing 
the leiioirst Act and warning 
Hatyana chief ministei Bliajan Lal 

When approached foi his reaction 
about the decisions taken at the I 
meeting of the Akali district jathe i 
dars, Baba Jogindei Singh, the acting ' 
convener of the “united’ Akali Dal I 
told newsmen, “ Today, I will not tell 
you anything I will give inv reaction 
tomorrow ’’ The next day Baba Jogin 
del Singh had called a meeting of the 
ad hoc committee—the fust after its 
formation on 1 May Interestingly, 
the acting convener of the committee 
held an informal meeting with the 
three other membeis of the commit 
tee—Jagdev Singh Talwandi, Gurdev 
Singh Shant, substitute membe^for 
Hatinder Singh, for mer Indian diplo¬ 
mat in Not way who resigneti from 
the Indian Foreign Service in protest 
against the June army action and 
Jagjit Singh, elder brother of Bhin- 
dianwale in the government circuit 
house of Amritsai After the meet¬ 
ing, he told newsmen, “The meeting 
of the district jathedars was illegal 
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They had no authority to reject Lon- 
gowal’s resignation. Longowal should 
have addressed the resignation to me 
and sent it to the ad-hoc committee. 
Anyway, ours is the real Akali Dal.” 

In the afternoon, Joginder Singh 
held another meeting with three 
committee members in the new 
office of the party’s ad-hoc commit¬ 
tee. This time, Inderjit Singh 
Sekhon, the general secretary of the 
“united” Akali Dal, Harcharan 
Singh, an Akali leader from Delhi, 
Atma Singh, former Punjab health 
minister and Ranjit Singh Brahm- 
pura also attended the small con¬ 
clave. Sekhon. later read out a press 
statement is.sued by the ad-hoc com¬ 
mittee convener. The baba expressed 
“grief” over the attitude of Longow- 
! al, Tohra and Badal for not joining 
I the ad-hoc committee. He said, “1 
! formed the committee for forging a 


, MRS GANDHI'S ASSASSINATION 

; The Trial Be^ns 

I Strict security inside Tihar jail 

T he trial of the three person.-, ac- i 
cused in the Indira Oandhi assas- . 

I sination case began in Delhi’s Tihar 
j Central Jail on 13 May—as the capit- 
' al was recovering from a bloody 
i terrorist attack which had claimed 42 
' lives. While terrorists behind the 
: disastrou.s bomb-blasts were being 
’ taken into custody and hundreds 
I more being interrogated by the 
I police, a small room inside prison 
I number three of Tihar Jail became 
! the scene of one of the most histone 
i trials in India’s history. It is in this 
j makeshift courtroom that the three 
accused persons in the Indiia Gandhi 
as.sassination case—Satwant Sragh, 
Kehai Singh and Balbir Singh—are 
facing trial. Interestingly, one "T the 
persons who was rounded up for 
interrogation because of snsfei ted 
terrorist links, was Tirlok Singh, 
father of Satwant Singh, prime ac¬ 
cused in the case. Tirlok Singh who 
was in the capital to attend the trial 
and have a muldkat with his son, was 
released by the police after a day and 
has not been attending the court in 
Tihar Jail since. 

At the centrestage of the trial is 
56-year old additional district and 
sessions judge, Mahesh Chandra who 
will preside over the special court. 
Mahesh Chandra, has tried over 100 
murder cases and has not pro¬ 
nounced a death sentence till date. 
He is also presiding over the trial of 
Ranjit Singh, accused for the murder 
of the Nirankari Baba in Delhi. The 
trial of Ranjit Singh is the only other 


panthJe unity after Longowal and 
Talwandi authorised me to do so in 
writing.” He also decided to hold 
^panthic convention in the Manji 
Sahib Hall within the (Jolden Temple 
on 6 June "to pay homage to those 
killed during Operation Bluestar and 
to chalk out the policy programme of 
the party.” 

Akali politics has become in¬ 
creasingly complex. The confused- 
leadership have no clear policy prog¬ 
ramme before itself. Even the goals 
are vague. With communal tension 
slowly building up in the troubled i 
state after violent clashes in towns j 
like Dhariwal, Hoshiarpur and | 
Ludhiana during the last month and j 
the Akali leadership still in quan- I 
dary, peace in Punjab in the near 
future is just a dream. ! 

Sanjeev Oaur, Amrftaar I 


trial (besides the Indira Gandhi trial) 

'o be conducted inside Tihar Jail. 

Mahesh Chandra, prior to the com¬ 
mencement of the trial proceedings 
had been under considerable press¬ 
ure from the counsel of the accused 
(P.N. Lekhi and R.S. Sodhi fot Sat¬ 
want Singh and P.P Grover for 
Kehar Singh and Balbtr Singh) t.i 
make this a public trial.Lekhi had \ 
threatened to boycott the proceed¬ 
ings if the trial was held in camera, i 
When the proceedings began on 13 j 
May, the judge announced that the I 
proceedings would not be in camera | 
bur what could be called a restricted- j 
entry trial. Permissi-w was granted | 
by the court for a limited number of , 
Indian and foreign mediamen to cov¬ 



er the trial. Said Chandra: “We want 
the world to know that this is a fair 
and open trial. We have made special 
arrangements for some mediamen to 
cover the proceedings. However, this 
facility can be restricted later.” 

Temporary arrangements have 
been made by the jail authorities, 
supervised by jail superintendent, 
A.B. Shukla for mediamen covering 
the trial. On the day of the hearing, 
the gates by the side of the jail 
superintendent’s residence are 
opened for the mediamen. Only cars 
of the judge, counsel of accused and 
the public prosecutors are permitted 
till the entrance of the court. Media- 
men are required to walk by the side 
of the high boundary walls of the jail 
and have to pass through two secur¬ 
ity checks before they can ente.'- the 
court. Photographs for identificaiion j 
of each journalist are maintainei in 
jail records and each medianian is | 
checked by a body metal detector at ( 
the entrance and made to sign the i 
jail register while entering and com- j 
mg out of the court. All around the i 
makeshift court, armed guards are j 
positioned and inside, policemen in j 
plain clothes sit between the journal- j 
ists and lawyers. \ 

Inside the crowded courtroom, the 1 
accused person.s—armed police con- j 
stable Satwant Singh, assistant in the 
directorate-general of supplies and 
disposals Kehar Singh and Delhi 
police sub-inspector Balbir Singh svere | 
seated inside a .specially constructed i 
bulletproof glass cage. While on the j 
fii.st dayof iheproceedings,thebullet- ! 
proof cage was the size of a tele- 1 
phone booth, on 24 May, the cage was : 
enlarged to a eight feet by six feet ^ 
glass capsule On the same day, . 
arrangements were made for a j 
wooden bench to be placed inside the j 
glass cage, after Satwant Singh’s j 
counsel complained of him being I 
tortured by the court as he had to ' 
stand for long hours. His counsel, i 
P.N. Lekhi had asked Satwant Singh i 
to lift up his kurta and show the 1 
judge, the wound on his back from ' 
the single bullet still lodged inside | 
his body The judge allowed the , 
three accused persons to be .seated I 
during the trial and also ordered for | 
the height of the glass rage to be ! 
reduced from ten feet to six feet to j 
facilitate air circulation. I 

During the proceedings, all eyes 1 
were focussed on the alleged surviving j 
assassin, 22-year-old Satwant Singh, j 
For the mediamen, it is the first i 
contact with the person accused of ! 
cold-blooded murder of the person | 
he was paid to protect. Satwant 
Singh was absolutely calm and com¬ 
posed and listened to the proceed¬ 
ings with attention. Dressed in an 
off-white kurta salwaar, with a kesri 
coloured scarf around his neck and 
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gold embroidered Puijjabi jutis 
(shoes), he could have passed off as 
an athlete or even a well-to-do col- 
! lege graduate Kehar Singh and Bal- 
bir Singh, dressed in trousers and 
! shuts, seemed less interested in the 
! proceedings. 

1 Balbir Singh, on several occasions 
I complained in fluent English about 
: the treatment meted out to, him in 
I jail anci informed the judge about 
! “di.scrimmatory treatment” being 
i given to him by the jail authorities, 
j On 24 June, Satwant, speaking in 
; Punjabi also complained that his 
i movements were being restricted 
■ and inadequate medical attention 
! being given to him inside his cell, 
j The matter of better facilities for the 
I accused will be taken up by the court 
i later However, according to the jail 
i superintendent, Shukla, all precau- 
j rions are being taken by them and 
I the rules of the jail manual being 
i maintained for the accused persons, 
: He denied reports that Satv/ant v/as 
I b-eing kept in solitary confinement 
j and was not being allowed his daily 


T he fond hopes of Assam’s Con- 
gress(I) chief minister Hiteswar 
i Kaikia to rush through the revision of 
j electoral rolls in a bid to hold the 
! j-ending Lok Sabha elections in late 
i May 01 early .fune received a major 
I -leib'cck recently with the state elec- 
I tion macliinery having ‘failed’ him. 
j Till the tim'd week of May, the draft 
j rolis of only 94 Assembly ccnstituen- 
j cies out of a total of 126 segments 
I iiave been published. In fact, the 
Slate'-, cliief electoral officer P. Mis- 
hrn told Si .ndav that ii would not be 
possible io tinalise the rolls before 30 
June 

Another lactoi holding up the 
pI•o.^pe^i of early polls in Assam is 
because the ci .itre is emphasising 
more on the ponnaiienl settlement of 
the .six-year-old “rorcigners issue” 
than on arbitrarily going through a 
poll. A minister ni trie Suikia cabinet 
said, ‘‘New Llclh. has firmly let the 
chief minister kr.,f.v that the soluticn 
of the aliens is.sue should be Imksd 
j up with the pending Lok Sabha 
i polls.” Saikia had, thus far, been 
; trying to convince the centre to treat 
j both issues separately. But the elu- 
] sive foreigners issue is now nearing 
I solution even as there are reports 
■ that the talks between the home 
i ministry and the All .Assam Students 
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walk around the prison. “All 1 can 
say is that Satwant is being kept 
under the tight security, tvith 
another prisoner and is receiving the 
same attention given to other B class 
prisoners.” 

In the first two v/eeks of the pro¬ 
ceedings, the trial did not begin in 
real earnest. Applications were 
moved by Jaswant Kaui, the v/i£e of 
Kehar Singh, for the release of her 
son, Rajinder Singh who has been 
detained under the National Security 
Act. No argument could be heard in 
the court till 24 May, since Balbir 
Singh, had not appointed a counsel 
for his defence till then. Later, P.P. 
Grover, counsel for Kehar Singh too 
demanded the release of Rajinder 
Singh before the case could progress 
further. Till now, the counsel have 
been adopting dilatory tactics to pre¬ 
vent the actual proceedings to begin. 
,It may be some time before serious 
deliberations in the case are taken 
up and prosecution witnesses pro¬ 
duced for cross-examination. 

RIUi SMiln, N0W Dt^hl 


Union (AASU), have finally fallen 
through. On 6 May, Saikia was sum¬ 
moned by Prime Minister Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi for a ten-minute meeting for the 
political affairs panel of the cabinet. 
According to an informed source, 
while Saikia stuck to 1971 as the 
cut-off year for detection of the 
aliens as well as the revision ot 
electoral rolls, home minister S. B. 
Chavan preferred 1967 as the com¬ 
promise cut-off date. 

Saikia felt that the Congress(I) 
would forfeit the support of minority 
voters, their main support base, if 


Hiteswar Saikia 



the centre opts for 1967 as a cut-off 
year to mollify the AASU. Mr Gan¬ 
dhi, it is believed, allowed Saikia to 
give full vent to his feelings, asking 
Chavan and defence minister Nara- 
simha Rao not to interrupt. At one 
point, Mr Gandhi got up and ad¬ 
justed the air-conditioner, as it was 
making too much noise and the soft- 
spoken Saikia’s voice could hardly be 
heard. Saikia, how'ever, began to fee! 
that AASU and its ally the All Assam 
Gena Sangram Parishad (AAGSP) 
had been able to persuade the home 
ministry to accept its point of view. It 
is now no longer a secret that the 
North Block officials have been send¬ 
ing notes to the Prime Minister’s 
secretariat asking for fresh Assembly 
polls in Assam, a.s demanded by 
the AASU. 

Saikia told Suno.ay. that if the 
centre decides to hold the Assembly 
polls, ‘‘then I will not hesitate a bit to 
step down.” The uncertainty about 
the solution of the foreigners’ issue 
ha.s cast a shadow on the revision of 
the voters’ lists on the basis of the 
1971 rolls and as a result, the ivork 
for the preparation of the 1971 rolls 
j has slovred down coiiMdcrabiy. j 
I Asked v/hy tl;.; electoral officer had ! 
failed to tinakr.e the drafts before ' 
the 20 February deadline, fixed by j 
the chief election olficer (CEO) as 
per his circular No. CEf>/!>S'ER/284 
I dated 7 January, Mr Mishra told 
Si'NiiAS, ‘‘Theie v^as a delav while 
training the police, revenut and 
forest staff m the task of scrutiny of 
list two of the enumerated cards, 
containing the names of those per¬ 
sons v;ho cannot be traced cither 
directly or through rheir linkage to 
the entries in the electoral roll.s in 
1971.' 

Moreover, the modalities for the 
disposal of the claims and objections 
relating to the draft rolls v/ere sent 
by the Election Commission to the 
state only on 1 March Subsequently, 
there was a modification to ensure 
that a voter of his own con.stituency 
can rai.se objections against any sus¬ 
pected voter living in any other con¬ 
stituency. This gave rise to confusion 
and till the ihird week of May, 1.94 
lakh claims for rhe iticiusion in the 
final lists and 1.S7 lakh objections 
had been received by the registra¬ 
tion officers. According to the mod¬ 
alities, the onus of proving a voter to 
be a non-citizen lies with the objec¬ 
tor. Mr S. K. Tewari, additional CEO, 
told Sunday that birth certificates, 
land pattas, ration cards and even 
the academic record of children in 
schools would be treated as valid 
documents for considering the 
citizenship of a voter. 

Mishra denied the allegations 
made by AASU that politicians and 
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the state government officials had 
"interfered” with the preparation of 
the draft rolls. He claimed that the 
rolls were released after the “most 
careful scrutiny” of list two of the 
enumerated cards. However, the agi¬ 
tators on the foreigners’ issue and 
the minority leaders are up against 
the draft lists. While the leaders of 
the Citizens Rights Preservation 
Committee (CRPC) allege that over 
^8,000 names of the eligible minority 
voters have been struck off the rolls 
m the Karbi Anglong district alone 
the AASU leaders claim that the | 


increase of voters by 40 per cent in 
88 constituencies over the 1971 final 
rolls confirms their suspicion of the 
inclusion of the names of a sizable 
number of foreigners in the draft 
lists. 

The CRPC has demanded that the 
1979 rolls be made the basis for the 
revisoii. Hiranya Bhattacharjee. a 
former DIG of the Assam police and 
now an important figure in the agita¬ 
tion movement said that as many as 
6.1,468 objections filed in 1979 
I against the suspected foreigners 
! were yet to be dealt with He also 


POLITICS 

Towards Closer Ties 

Havn the TDP and (’ofifirossfl) decided to befriends? 


T he days of confrontation with the 
centre on all possible issues bv 
I the Telugu Desam governmeni 
j appear to be over The Parliament 
I has recently passed the abolition of 
1 the Andhra Pradesh 1 egislative 
j Council which li.is removed the ma 
I tor irritant in ccntie state relations 
j and has perhaps began .tn era ol 
; Inendlv ties hetween the ri'ntie aod 
j the Andhra Pradesh government 
1 Chief minister N T Rama Rao's 
support to the Prime Ministei on .inv 
. action taken against terrorists is a 
i result of the prompt action hy the 
I centre in introducing tlv Council 
I Abolition Bill after the state I egisla 
j five Asseinhlv had adopted a resolo 
j lion recommending Its abolition f" i 
! statemen' telecast on Doordaishaii, 
Rama Ran stated that the Andhra 
Pradesh government would support 
the union government fiillv on aiiv 
step it took to counter terrorist acti¬ 
vities. In the process, the largest 
opposition party in the l.ok 'sabha 
has ceased to be hostile to the Con- 
gress(I), The Telugu Desam party 
(TDP) general secretary P Dpendra 
has. said that the TDP and the 
Andhra Pradesh government have 
established “a rapport with the 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi ” Up 
endra claimed that relations be 
tween the TDP and the Congressfll 
leadership had improved and that 
there was a welcome change in the 
attitude of the centre. The recent 
discussions between Rajiv Gandhi 
and N.T. Rama Rao and the meeting 
of the Prime Minister with the TDP 
members of Parliament have been 
marked by a positive reaction. 

Both sides have been working 
quietly to remove the main irritants 

which had earlier marred the centre- 

state relations. Rajiv Gandhi has 
assured the AP chief minister that 


the centre would consider making 
Hyderabad’s Begutnpet aerodrome 
an international airport—one of the 
demands, the TDP has been making 
In a major reversal of policy, the 
central government has also raised 
the amount allocated for the 
Vir.hakhapatnam steel plant project 
from Rs 21.^ crores to Rs 7'iO crores 
for 198S-86. Without allowing any 
major controversy to develop, Rama 
Rao has laughed away the PM’s re 
forente in a lighter vein ui P.irlia 
mciit that .Andhra Pradesh was- a aort 
of Disneyland, with the noople living 
in a dreamland. 

While there were elements in the 
state and the TDP who were willing 
to make an i.ssue of the Pnm>* Minis¬ 
ter’s interjection in Parliriment on 
the lines of the controversy which 
raged after Rajiv Gandhi referred to 
Calcutta as a dying citv, Rama Rao 
dismissed the v/hole subject by 
.saying that Andhra Pradesh is a part 
of “Bharat” so the whole country 



N.T. Rama Rao: centre’s friend? 


alleged that particulars of 3,18,000 
infiltrators on whom the quit notices 
had been served, were not made 
available to the police and the re¬ 
venue staff who verified the second 
list of the enumerated cards. With 
the Congress(I),the agitators and the 
minority community leaders viewing 
the rolls issue from their respective 
electoral angles, it appears that the 
revision issue will continue to the 
occupy centrestage of the con¬ 
troversy in Assam. 

Santanu Ghofh, Sffehar 


should be in the same state. The 
Telugu Desam Party sees a change in 
Rajiv Gandhi's attitude to the state 
government. He is more accomndat 
ing to the wishes of the ruling party 
in the state. In fact, the Legislative 
Assembly had passed a similar re¬ 
solution tn 1983 recommending that 
the upper house lie abolished but the 
centre had made no eHort to bring a 
Bill t(> that effect tn Parliament, The 
j 90 membet 1 egislative Council has 
48 Congress! I) members while thi 
Telugu Desam has only 18 members 
I It is because of the Council that the 
I Congress'I) was able 'o oppose the 
' 'Vcliipu Ucao-.n in the Legislature 
in.f It did not hav.e .‘ufficiaiit 
trength in the Assembly for raising 
.uiv issi'o effectively Now a month 
i nftt-r the p'.cising af the resolution 
I again, only the official assent of the 
I Piosident i.v required, 
j .''nother move tvhich has resulted 
• in the ihavving of centre state rela 
! tions if the newly .appointed APCC(I) 
i piesideiii, J. Venga! Rao's directive 
j to all piirtymen in the states to stop 
i criticising the I'elupv. Desam Party 
■ just for the s-iike of criticism. In his 
first meeting at C.ir'dhi Bhavan, for¬ 
mer CM Venga) R.?.q risked Congress¬ 
men re ‘ maintain a silence for a 
year” and not indulge in personal 
denigration of the TDP leader. Ven- 
gal Ran requested parrymen to con- 
' cetnratn on rebuilding the party in 
the state ind not waste their time in 
I futile criticism For the Telugu De 
i s'->m niemhers who have had to face 
crude and vulgai attacks on Rama 
Rao, Vent’a! R,io’s directive is 
another sign ol 'he Congress(I) high 
command’s belief that the Telugu 
Desam is here to stay. 

With elections out of the way for a 
long t'.me and the Anti Defection A.ct 
making the toppling of stare govern¬ 
ments a difficult task, a new era of 
cordial relations between the two 
ruling parties is likelv to continue in 
a state of “limited cooperation in the 
state The Telugu Desam will no 
longer assume the role of an anti- 
Congress parry in national politics. 
ShuMia Singh, Hythrahinl 
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WFST prNO/il 

Fishing in Troubled Waters 

/)nisfi( dc'chnc in fish pioriur hon in the state 


I t )s i mghr thrtt Tip iii (i tu{ uh will 
ntvpt lottiet Hf w ts i p wl t u 
About 40 dm«(l men suiiouiKb 0 tho 
aiPA T liev o.eipovvpri <* hi\ idph inH 
rif() rh< m up hd kot' his umJe to 
dtdth tnd beai- him up niPi iIpssIn 
‘ rhev loft mi to dit ’u said I hat 
was o\ei fi\( Mats apo Bur m th> 
hhtns, tht K'OOO asii tvpmst of 
land dofitd with -.hallovN ilit 
bottomed tisliinp, ponil itiw milts 
off iht taspiu fiint’i )1 i I’t i 
thinpsatt hatdlv tn\ dititi n 'out 
tnp of fish <inH 1 ind pi ilihio) n i mU 
tontinue but th*. tiouliU hui > ra 
dually btgun takoip pohtu il lol 
our 7ht hhe t in ‘hioikinp m I 
st*e betausp ol t tpid irh \ i ".anon I 


seat old muscleman has been em 
plov d t>\ hhfit owner for the past 
ihni \ II The thietes ” he savs 
disdainfullv comr often If there 
at* t ( mtn\ of them they beat us up 
Old t tkf iway all the fish Would he 
pi< le> to do something else'' There is 
\eiv littl (hout hf said 
< ha hts in trpqutnt Just « few 
months apo i gang of anti socials 
wtif taken bs suipiisf on their wav 
tf loot I hhi I In the pre dawn 
shootout tour of them wen killed 
Out iwnii laiintd that ht employeil 
tS no n to guard his hhens Tht 
poliff- hf flintfil ai> stand it tht 
naik ind ritlv pittol 'hr are at 
night f’av oft> tf 'hf local 'hanas 


normallv hectic activity in the bher 
If It u the peak season, the catch at 
this time of the year is the highest 
This year however, about 4,000 acres 
are dry Water levels in others are 
perilously low As Bimal Biswas, a 
wholesaler said “Business is not lust 
bad. It IS terrible ” Tarapada Naskai, 
a local fisherman agreed They could 
in fact have been echoing the voice 
of everyone associated with the 
b/ieris 

krom November 1984 to April this 
year (consideied the peak fishing 
season) the bhens leieived no water 
The reason goes hack to the monsoon 
of 1984 when waterlogging in ( akut 
ta had reached unprecedented 
levels In order to prevent another 
catastrophe this year, the state 
irrigation department was entrusted 
with the task of ‘excavating the 
canals linking the main Topsia 
Chaubdga canal (also known as the 
Dhapa canal) tn the bli /is to in 
creasi their watft holding capacitv 
The l>h ina canal fed b\ the pumping 
stations of 1 l)dla 1 ip'ia md ( hing 
righata with the sewage waste ot 
millions of east Cakiitti idi I i 
tants, IS the only soiirtt of watei i • 
the bhei/s But whik the i oniu run. 
canals wen extava/td tht hhf/js 
received no wstci (the stvsagi iv iiti 
also piovidts the iiutiients t >> ihc 1 
fish) from Novtmbt I to ihf ttiKidk ot | 
last month Woik on the canal which 
progressed at a snail s pm con 
tinued till April this yc o 

While the excavations miv have 
saved Calcutta from the floods it has 
doomed the fishet les iv Sank 

ar Ray, pointed out The autlioiitu s ' 
claim that if the canals an not 
deepened, the city will be Hooded 
during the monsoons but in that 
case, work should have begun earlier 
or moie people assigned to the pro 
ject This year has been a washout i 
for us we have already lost Rs 3 to 4 
crores ” 

With this time of the year being 
the non fishing season in the other 
states, (which contribute 30,000 met 
ric tonnes of the city’s annual re 
quirements of 'iS 000 tonnes, the dc 
dine of supply of fish from the bheris 
has been badly felt Prices of fish in 
the city markets have soared At the 
sprawling Ganahat market in south 
Calcutta, a kg of the popular Rohu 
sells for over Rs "iO up from Rs 30 39 
barely SIX months ago Prices of other 
varieties of sweet watei fish have 
shown a similar upward trend 

West Bengal’s minister of fisheiies 
Knranmay Nanda, however, blamed 
the irrigation department for their 
delay in re-excavating the canals ” 
“They are responsible for the acute 
paucity of fish in Calcutta’s mar 
kets,” he said While admitting that 



FWwrmen dragging awav a boat fnni' a dried up fish pond 




now fact anoihci thit.i*^ to it life 
line the iiuguUii supply ol ar tci 

riit law and mder '■iiu itioti Deg in 
to ditcrioiatc iiiM attii the I mte d 
1 ront gnveinment cnmi t powi i in 
19(>7 said tidOguli i huniwnci 
‘Those were tnc cl ivs ol pint anai 
chv when Unec mobs loon d lish and 
demolished the bin’■is Biiwtt-n 19h7 
and 1970 no hheit owiifr < ouki i iiui 
the a'ea In uialhu Hi admits 
that things iic t bitli I'lii Ihtn 
are fewei daylight dai itn h lugh 
lobbeiics by aimed men contimu at 
night 

With the p line it o thinly ptc id in 
an aiea laigtiy unpati illahle at 
night the b/nt/ownfis have been 
forced to build up then piivate 
armies lor nui cle povici they dt 
pend on local toughs Iinkoii a 2) 


he alleged are a must While some 
owncts if the fisheries accused the 
It It Iiont government of being un 
tympathciic about their problems, 
itiieis die mate scathing m their 
indictment Ajay Sankar Roy, the 
owiiei of over 40 bhens openly ac 
cused the left Front ot encouraging 
anti social elements m the area 
They ait not mem bets of the ruling 
tiont but some of them have taken 
shelter under tt,” he said The pre 
sent government has not only failed 
to solve the law and order problem, 
but It IS also anti then Not only have 
then efforts to introduce rice cultiva 
turn in the area been unsuccessful, 
they have also ruined the fisheries,” 
he added Some bhen owners, have 
alieadv begun drainigg the bhens 
At this time of the year, there is 


he 





there was a severe law and order 
problem in the area, he denied that 
the Left Front government was re 
sponsible for it But Left Front work 
ers were active in the area, he ack 
nowledged The main reason for the 
problems, he claimed, was the pre 
vailing socio-economic problems in 
the area He accused the owners ot 
large hhens of fomenting trouble bv 
trying to subjugate owners of smal 
ler hhens “The owners pocketing 
most of the wealth, which breeds 
dissatisfaction among the pooi in the 
locality I want the hhens to be 
owned bv the poor in the area” he 
said “Only il the larger hhens were 
bioken down into smaller plots and 
leased out to cooperatives, the law 
and Older pioblem would be solved ' 

I he added 

I He denied that the goveinmeiit 
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was planning to t onverl the ai eas for 
agiiniltural purposes ‘U would be 
wrong to do that ” he maintained “as 
It is the government’s poliiv fo help 
the poor pi ople in thi aiea and 
piovidi enough tish foi the f aUutta 
markets ’ 1 he govt i nment s polity is 
already paving dividends, said Nan 
da According to him, the state gov 
ernment nin Captain Rhen I isher 
men’s Soi lerv has already been a 
maioi siiteoss It yield is double that 
I ot the othei tishtnes hf pointed out 

Besides bt ing i main ‘ouicr of tish 
for the iirv the hhett'- art also an 
ecolopita) safety valve Said A K 
Sen joint direitoi oi tisheiies West 
Bengil “Tht algae in t hi fishponds 
help to kfop lip the lei el of atmos 
pheiu osypen Any redui tioti in tht 
acieage undt r tin fisntries, could 


upset the citv’s eiological Salince 
The hhens are also tht dumping 
gr''iind tor a pan ot thi tin raw 
stwige Ihf nntu (fed w isles ma 
)oi pollut lilt in ti“aied na i ally’ 
in the hhens It is irnperam e th it the 
hhens now only 10 000 aii< s ii area 
should not be itd'ited ‘In d'c in 
terests ot the enviionmeni end the 
projict fish suprily to tht I ih ntta 
markets astiHle scientifu d ision 
based on ei ologu il faciois wiM have 
to be taken ht 'aid “We w lat to 
nidintaiii ihe are apiet-d Nanda, 
“It IS e' >enti il to maintain the coIo 
gital balanie as well is pi >,jerly 
dispost ot th< fitvsstwapt Bi ides, 
the po\ernnun( has ti give li'.h to 
tht massts wt tai t rnaiiuiauuie 
fiih in tht tactoric' ” 

Srinfoy Chowilhury, (Mcutbi 


BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY 

I "Vajpayee is Destroying his 
I Career by Being in the BJF’ 


I Rfi/mder Pun told Sr 'h o 

R ajirulti Pan taitoonist tol 
umiust and politician had jointd 
I tht Rh.iiatiya lanata Party ‘solely 
I on tiust A year attei he had left tht 
' 1 ok Dal (in the 1080 elec tiou' Pui i 
I had opposed Atal Behan V ijpavtt 
j tiom Nf w Dilhi on a Lok Dal ticket) 
ollowing the Charan Singh Rij 
Ndiain fjaaricl BJP prtsidtni 'a 
I jpavtt and paity general secrttaii 
I Advani had invited Pun to join the 
' BJP Now that ‘ trust’ is missing On 
12 May Vaipayee wrote to Pun 
asking him to resign fiom the nation 
dl executive of the party as ht had 
been “unable to abide bv the disti 
pline imposed by the mrmbeiship of 
tht national exetutive ” Ihe next 
dav Pun resigned fi om the pi imary 
membership of the party Though the 
immediate cause ot his resignation 
was that the party leadership had 
objected to his going to the press and 
criticising Advani’s meeting with the 
Prime Minister the grounds lor quit 
ling had been prepared much earliei 
Pun had resigned from the national 
executive and the primary mem 
bership of the BJP as far back as 10 
December 1984 saving that he dis 
agreed with the “stiategv of the 
party” and its style of functioning 
That resignation, however, was not 
made public on Puri’s request, in 
view of the impending elections 
Once they wei e over, the party lead 
' ership convinced him to stay on But, 
as Pun told Sunday, he had to quit 


th< jiaitv anyway Ixceipts tium an 
interview m which he t.ilhed ihont 
his If agnation and rhi BIP 
0 14/i If led to voi I It sif,n 

/row thi pdrry^ 

A 1 had Cl incised the gtntial 
sccieldiy of rlie party and the pariy 1 
unit in Mahuashtra foi floutinj. the 
dn isions ot fhf n ition il t xecatiyc of 
thf paitv The (ongressti) y, yon 
know had been making vi ry ,nidt 
temarks about the BfP and the 
I opjiosition as i whole The Piinic 
I Minister speaking on Punjab had 
I said that wc wc rt- antinational So 
I in the national exetutive ot the pai 



Rg|inder Puri 


I ry wt fit Cldc (I th It wi s)i i'* oave 
nothing to do with tht At-ills f with 
I the t ovtiiiment IhtnVnpiv and 
1 Is. Adv ini wt ni and in the t'ume 1 
Ministc t I immtdi U( ly V 1 ti t Va I 
Ijiavtc and rtlea d th> h tie t the j 
press Vaijiavfi iid I slun i not I 
have cloiu ih u ii« ' * is,ui d him 
ih It I would not do s( in intni Bui 
rh"n \vivani twin ni' 'In i nne 
Mnn ter ilic i iho Wtiuism in 
Mihuishtii a inn >t ii" j aitv 
lotedforthc Shii V n<i when w had 
dtcicud in tilt n.itioiial tx sitivt 
that Wt shall liavi no truck with 
them Why tins du ihty I li ipj ned 
lo bt 111 Shiinia the 'i irul im 
mw.didtc Iv L.illc d 1 jerc s i ontc irue 
and said that tl.c perfyeh tij hi'c had 
1 h f n bi'ikt 11 bv tht se jit of/lc ) How 
ing this V<ijpdyti asktei me i > step 
down tioni flu n iiional exc c u( o c of 
I thf BfP I rtsigiitd tiom ns piiniiry 
I niembt tsliip 

I Q 1 ou iie/e fio' siti txd u (/ 'he 
I iuriLttonin^ >t f/u paifv 

A No Intact wlu n 1 h cd rt siam d 
in Dcit inbtt 19S t Inad'ait'th tthe 
styltr ot functioning was ab oluttly 
awry tlu stiategv had gone com 
pletf Iv wrong 1 hast ovti the yens 
had a s ly m tl aiiiinj, iht jiai tv jn lit y 
Wt had done so u iny things ui the 
national e>t tuicyt s > many i c ' .ug 
gestioiis wm ’nil up but ihc v lU’vei 
saw the light ot day Hit P I*’ is a 
very democtaiu paity tht rt is full 
freedom to evpiess yourstll and we 
had done so in tlu n it.on it t'ctu 
five But thf decisions wt h id t iken 
weie simply nor impitnunici' In 
tact I halt fold the k ukistoi) even 
befoie the election that it i con 
linued t(' opeiatc in the way it was, it 
would be wiped out in tht t Unions, 
which IS what hajipened 
Q Why has the BJP t,uled'' 

A It IS a lailure of leadership 


•UNMve-e Jww igas 
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fheie IS no at countability, no dis 
tnhiition ot iP'.pnnsibility in the pai 
ty And despite ifpeated i iiluies the 
same old f a< es r ontiniie to hold sway 
Taki the simple example of Delhi 
T'll sometime ago thf BfP was 
almost unassailable here Then it 
'lipped bad and kept on 'lipping 
but the Delhi leadership of the BTP 
remained the same Take anotbti 
example \ section of the leadership 
which I call the c tutus says at the 
time of elections that the party 
should go It alone But they do nor 
work to go It alone And when it 
tomes to their own seats thes waii» 
idiustm'nts 1 think it is a shame 
chat the parry which has thi pri u n 
sions of being a national ilieinarivi 
cannot put up enough candidates in 
Hervana a stone’« throw iwas fifir 
Delhi They are pist not vfing I 
mean today you are up iguost »h* 
( ongress(I) computers \ on caono' 
afford to act like a uitnt familv The 


BliSINTO 


O ne of the obi"* ’ s*eH tr th* 
memorandum r ^ I'sci^iation of 
the redcratioo of Jnd’in Chambers 
of ( ommer^c and I"d'i‘try tFft c i) 
“to enoiirape friendly toolings and 
unapimty imong i*’" btismess < om 
munPy and association on ill sub 
tect' wonnected w'fb the common 
good 'f Indian busnu" However 
rhe I It' St developments m the conn 
trv's anex body repti-'i ntmg a wide 
spectrum of indusm d and commer 
c i1 inreresrs, have c ertnnlv not < om 
plied with this obiectise Repoi-is 
th p all was not well wnb th» TTC ( I 
hid been n ciiciiJation toi 'cme 
fieife, but the approaching '^kth 
ann't s' gt ner il mec tmg brought mat 
rer< to a bead Prominent industnal 
gro'ip' bom ill narts of the country 
were pin .fi ii^a nsT each other end 
V inions >nd charge exchanged 
Aiictd’np to iii'irters in a bid to 
retain pcwci, prominent industrial 
houses 111 ( the lams and the Singha 
mas have formed a cfitprie against 
the Bir> i Modi nexus Through 
V ell m >1110111 ited pi ess stones, one 
group his >< fused th* other of 
iichestrating bogus membership’ 
to increist thejT voting sic^ngth 

Ironii allv while the issue of ‘bogus 
membership’ is valid, all industrial 
groups whatever iheir regional 
hue indulge in this malpractne If 
the associate membership list is scan 
ned, the names of the iinbkely mem 
hers such as I oniya Bartan Bbandar, 


BJP IS what I tall a paternalistic 
pai ty not a politic al oi g inisation 
Nobodv in the party is accountable 
and they act like hiireaucrats No 
doubt It has potetiii il but ill of it is 
negated hv the wav it* leae'ership 
acts Ont section ol the party is i! 
cross purposes with ViiDayee him 
self 1 h ive told ’Vajpavee thit sorrv 
hi> b IS I he potenti il to bet r me Prime 
Ministei but he is destiovine bis 
political careei by being in the BIP 
Q Mhic/i (s the secrion that is at 
< rots pin poses with I'atpavcec'^ 

^ Nr It is not the RbS You could 
(ill It 'he Tana Sangb hud core 
V npayee has become then prisoner 
\nfl given the interests of Va 
ipavee s c olleagiies they would do 
boiiet to )om the Congr*ss(I) for 
thtr* IS no d'ftetc ntf befwetn them 
( ind the ( ongr< ss 1) 

InfervMivecf by Hmhtnhmn Thakur, Naw 
De/M 


Smoker •od''s and even mt' k ml 
Siegh M inch Smgh whose addic s 
has h( c n nuied is Be * sr ind San 
iM” (iipiii can be fo'”d What 
sue h assoc lations < an get o if of T 1( 

< 1 IS 1 moot (luesnon Sale, rax it n 
iruf IS I gre It equj'iscrnnd ifb ts 
ih* ;ii in sellers is much a* the m um 
lui'iKi al sconiers Bi t the I P ( I 
though t m boast ol having joint 
bn iiic'ss < onne'Is with ovei -tO ( nun 
tiicv docs not takt up nattci* of 
direct I'lev ince ti as cici.itions hki 
the Plan Men bants 'S'so lation or 
the fcnuist Taxi Operatoi' In the 
/9H4 annual general meeung resolu 
tions were oa sed cm bal m< "igevt-oi 
pal paymci.t' the roL of trade s.ost 
of 'ow pioductiv ty the co t of taxa 
tim and finance '/’he second tesolu 


Di Bharat Ram 



tion did in fart ask for the abolition 
of sales tax and the extension of bank 
credit to wholesale traders Such 
demands, however, are not the result 
of the inclusion of such members and 
would have been made anvway 

Oddly enough in spite of the rigor 
tins denials of the former president 
of thoFiCCI K N Modi that “there is 
absolutely nc question of bogus 
membership ” all .uch entries into 
FICCI art technic ally valid As pei 
the federation’s rules “Any chamber 
of ((immerte or tommercial associa 
tion, having on it* roll not less than 
?'> members i* eligible to become an 
ordinary membei of the federation ” 
Thus It IS not difficult to find ZS 
members as long as there is financ lal 
strength A disgruntled industrialist 
said. All I have to do is to get 2'i of 
mv staff togethei and foim an asso 
ciation and registt"" if ’ Jit Paul a 
prominent indiisti lalisr, even 
claimed that he sent letircs to ill the 
mtmbeis of PH Cl and ovei half of 
them ' ame back with ‘addressee iin 
known stamped on the envi lopes 
Howevei this was an issue that 
vested inicrests rnuM pick on an'l 
Modi s issiiiance that the noi*( ii 
the press I, the lesal* of the loss c,t 
-nmo inHividi'ils in d«mcj( raticallv 
v,f»i,i , lo-'cn*’ toe* imt ring trut | 
th' w'thiij' gl if th' loch in M< r 
V. ■ If (iS/ff I It»» I >*1 T I'jt of nidus I 
111 li*r nc r p'u <d Of liie the ' 
IMf which h »d been a loundti 
memh* 1 if rh Fl< f't ('nitiilly the 
IK f I hid 'ised the JMf premises as 
I's headqu irtei* I h'fl h"* n tec ling 

neglec ted 

bin't the Hff! inception TS 
veais ago industnahsts Irom the 
west had always had a majoi sav in 
the running of the FK Cl Th^ir piip 
slackened with the dctcats of past 
IMf piesidei'i bke S Har lyu Daf 
tary, Kantikiimar Podar and 
Haribhakti, in elections to the FIC Cl 
committee Resentment built up 
further with the termim"on of the 
past practice of having two rons‘*cu 
tive presidents of the TKfl from 
the east ind the west on the* grounds 
of their greater c ommeiciel strength, 
while presidents from the north and 
the south tones had tc make do with 
one teim only An amendment to the 
federation’s constitution, ended this 
practice, on the promptings of K N 
Modi, ensuring that the office of the 
president would be based on rota 
tion, one year for each region 
Aggrieved, the IMC presided by Pra 
tap Bbogilal, sought to bring matters 
to the notice of the FICCI executive 
committee 

Desperate attempts weie made by 
Dr Bharat Ram, one of the senioi 
most members to iron out the differ 
ences Referring lightly to the con 


FICCI: At the Crossroads 

Clashes between ptowmen* busninss honsps take place 



flitt he said, “the controversy is 
assuming the proportions of a crack 
rather than a split ” Representing all 
regional divisions, an eight member 
peace committee met for discussion 
at Bharat Ram’s lesidence Present 
at the deliberations were S K Birla, 
K N Modi, H S Singhania, Lala 
Bansi Dhar, Pravmchaiidra Gandhi, 
Madan Mohan Mangaldas M V Aru 
nachalani and D C Kothari 
Paradoxically, both Han Shankar 
Singhania and Ashok Jam vrho are 
rooting for the west zone, technically 
came to lepiesent the cast /one as 
the committee decided thot the are,, 
where the income tax return is filed 
from constitutes thf base ot the 
industrialist While Bharai Ram pla 
lated feiiin{,s and ussuicd the IMC 
that consensus agreemciits v ould 
prevail n ihi fiituie the sjbseguent 
withdiavral of the IMf nipped thtse 
gestures in the mid It was appatent 
that tne ciack had becomt a chasm 
when Pratap Bhogilai in a statement 



cuid no u’cful purpose would be 
served by continuing ihe asaosiution 
with .he nCl I ’ Sign.i.cantly both 
R K Ba;a] and D N Putodiu prc^. 
d..i,i and vi^e president oi the 11C Cl 
r.-.pectively, were not ...ked lo 
ativ.“.d the damovratisatioii ufflCC) 
mcci.ng Th' datiactois oi MCCl 
feci ihat thsir jmia lO” Wa-. ra 
er,^thci .fn of the djiatioi. of th“ 
hold of thw w,. t 
NeverthcltSa f. u' d.a. 

the very fact that tf sAlaslcaull lai 
meeting is proceeding a ^^l.s-dalcu, 
shows that the withdrawal of IMC 
not a very serious matter Bspetial'y 
in view of the tact that the IMC has 
only withdidwn foui of its 
nominees—Viron Shah S C 
Chokhani, Rashesh Mafatlal and 
Cyrus Ga/der—from the forthcoming 
elections and not given a carte Wan 
cfip to all Its 600 members to leave 
the FICCI Moreover amendments to 
the coi.-ii.tiati n or., already in the 
offing and ; ill ^orse to placate ruf 
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fled feelings Some amendments, 
subject to the approval of the AGM, 
include a consecutive three year 
stanaing membership of any cham 
ber, an increase in the membership 
of the chamber from 25 to 75 mem 
bets, an mcroase in the subscription 
fee from Rs ^,500 to roughly Rs 7,000 
and a thorough scrutiny of all cham 
bers of commerce, by a reputed firm 
of chartered accountants There are 
rumours that a cut off date for the 
implementation of these amend 
ments may be taken retrospectively 
from February 1982 
While the discontent may be out 
wardly assuaged by these measures, 
inrernal power politics is still at 
work A''hok Jam reportedly used 
the discontent of the aourh and the 
we^i to extend his base in the oi ga 
msation While much of the IMC’s 
action has been attributed to the 
support Jam commands in the west 
lus support from the south was neg 
ligible According to the principle of 


uitai..yr. It was the lUiii of a scutli 
l.idian ii.dustiial.ai to be vice 
Pie*id.,rit Ii.dw^d the name of 
Ocepak Ba.ikai bc.rg crcntioned 

111 hi., uuuHCwlI n «T w V ^1, kccp.ng 

in ..nd ihw pra t.giou'- Int^ina.tonal 
Chambe.., cf Ccmm>.rv. (ICC; tj be 
' wlJ ... DJki .r. I??:. 1 (—an .mper 
.a 11 y car as ICC inil I v. India aft^r 
c "ep of 23 yc-iJ—ik. Si/alh --wii 
r c^d i*s int .as. ...J cuppa..cJ ihv 
..... .f r. i' CC...L.- To aid 


t vT, It 


.la.mcd that K M 


Mail a. vic. prc.iid.nt of the Iniia.i 
national comir-'me of the ICC is 
tipped to bo the president of the ICC 
dinng Its mee'ing m India It . 
selection that /ould p'ease the cast 
ern industrial interests as they aiV 
already have Goenka as the prcci 
deri of FICCI, at that time 
Strangely enough, Ashok Jam used 
the choice of Goenka as vice 
president to activate the claims of 
the south on the FICCI But in an 


unexpected move the south scotched 
all rumours of a Blrla-Modi caucus 
confrontmg them and strongly de¬ 
nied the idea of setting up a nval 
federation Issuing a statement, the 
FICCI consultative committee of 
Madras said, “Certain newspapers 
are controlled by some leading in- 
dustnal houses Is it proper that they 
should use these papers to denigrate 
a body, like the FICCI Indeed, it 
plainly indicted Ashok Jain, from 
keeping more than 80 applications 
submitted from the south pendmg, to 
prevent them from voting in the 1984 
elections It was only after a yeai 
lapse that the membership was 
admitted 

Insiders concur that it was during 
Ashok Jam’s presidency, (1984 85), 
that membership increased rapidly 
From 850 ordinary members in IW?, 
the figure had eacalated to 17D0 in 
1983, with more than 600 members 
becoming members in 1983 84 In 
credibly, Maharashtra, the 




acciaim.vl ccu.rc of commc.ee in 
1984, aicounted loi 281 me.nbcis 
lOgctha/ v/ith Gujarat, while Kama 
taka, Andhra Prade'-h and lamil 
Naia 1.1 oiled a mot.’’.ci .hip of 139, 
Uttar P»ad..h it. the .amc period, 
lOtallcd a figirc of 220 members 
Ilec.at.r..nt v/as accentu.tci w.th 
ik. ol.a.on of Jo.r.’. 20 yeai old ca 
to t’’. c\e—t.-,. w.’^or'iitco and lot.. 
0.1 th. subc-g.en*' df ^e.t of K K 
E..Ia’, .0 . in lo,/ 1 .. t’’c clectitn. to 

th. .lAltl. b.iy 

Ii ». (...f. I t.r.at., that a p.emici 
o..,ani..ti.n lil.c ihc FICCI, k.s f.! 
1..1 rt'J to powei p''l.t..G Swraj 
Paul’, ic.snt scathing cosnr _.it that 
‘ th. m.-nbers who have grown in 
.ichc but have not de\ eloped" may 
a.tujlly hold true But if India is to 
lake that well publicised leap for 
ward into the 21st century, it would 
be advisable for such organisations 
like the federation, to end their feud¬ 
al bickerings for power 
KMMm Chmdn, Mmr IMW 
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SPOTLIGHT 



Anwena AhHja at work 


Minus Admen 

T he clarion call, alas, 
was only a short note— 
as far as the festival of 
India in the United States 
is concerned. Tara Sinha, 
the wonder girl of adver¬ 
tising, had bagged the fes¬ 
tival account for Clarion’s, 
but when she and the com¬ 
pany decided to part, the 
festival authorities de¬ 
cided that they could 
neither continue with the 
solitary Sinha, nor did 
they quite want Clarion 
without Sinha. Result; the 
festival authorities will 
handle their own publicity 


ABea^None 
Can Miss 



Sonu Walla 


J ournalism’s loss has 
been the fashion world’s 
gain. Twentyone-year-old 
Sonu Walia’s preference 
for the ramp to the type¬ 
writer has finally paid off: 
the young fashion model 
was recently crowned Miss 
India at a glittering even¬ 
ing sponsored by Femina 
at Bombay’s Shanmukha- 
nanda Hall. It was the end 
of a swift climb to the top; 
she began participating in 
beauty contests in 1981, 
later became Miss Delhi 
and Miss Jaipur and the 
runner-up in the Miss 
Bombay pageant last year. 
This time, however, opin¬ 
ions concurred; an im¬ 
pressive panel of judges, 
including Swaroop Sam- 
pat, Shashi Kapoor and 
Moon Moon Sen unani¬ 
mously found her the most 
scintillating of a row of 
beauties. 


I P^>etic Lines 

t 

I n Moscow, Tokyo, New 
York and Caracas she is 
known as the ‘woman who 
paints sounds.’ Ameena 


Royalty Snaps 
it Up 

I f anyone had doubts ab¬ 
out the special pri- 


Ahuja, artist and linguist 
par excellence, has just 
concluded another suc¬ 
cessful exhibition of her 
calligraphic paintings in 
New Delhi. Interweaving 


vileges scions of royal 
families enjoy even today, 
our young Prime Minister 
has dispelled them. After 
receiving several requests 
for photography sessions 


poetry and line, Ameenh 
forms lyrical but quietly 
powerful calligraphic im¬ 
ages of birds and animals 
from the verses of Ghalib, 
Iqbal and Faiz. “Sounds 
must be seen, colours must 
be heard” is the Sanskrit . 
verse she quotes to define 
her work. A Ph.D in philol¬ 
ogy, Ameena was taught 
the scripts by her father, 
the late Nuruddin Ahmed 
“but it was my English 
mother who made me 
aware of the pictorial 
beauty of the letter. Cal¬ 
ligraphy gives me the best 
line and any alphabet can 
be moulded into forms.” A 
portfolio of Ameena’s bird 
and animal paint.ngs, with 
an accompanying text in 
English for lesser mortals 
who speak only one lan¬ 
guage, is due to be pub¬ 
lished by Hind Pocket 
Books later this year j 

Urdu, Persian, English, 
Hindi, Russian, French 
and Spanish come easily to 
Ameena and the reed 
‘kalam’ is as fluently hand¬ 
led, too. 


the first one Mr Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi granted was to the first 
cousin of Queen Elizabeth, 
the fifth Earl of Lichfield, 
Thomas Patrick Anson. 
The Earl had an exclusive 
29-minute session with the 
Prime Minister and later 
accompanied him on a 
visit to Dhanbad. How did 
it feel to fly thousands of 
miles for a few photo¬ 
graphs? Said Lichfield af¬ 
ter the session; “It was a 
pleasant assignment. 1 
could click in and out of 
the wide verandah of the 
Prime Minister’s new resi¬ 
dence which provided an 
excellent locale for photo¬ 
graphy. ” Mr Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s photographs will be 
yet another feather in his 
already colourful cap. He 
has had a book published 
on those whom he consid¬ 
ers the world’s most 
beautiful women—Brooke 
Shields, Indian model Per- 
sis Khambatta and, sur¬ 
prise of surprises. Princess 
Anne. 
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ARIES (15 April—14 May) This 

IS a very lucky week for 
creative artists and writers 
Businessmen and those em 
ployed in the private sector 
will also find this week rewarding Your 
financial front looks bright but do not be 
extravagant At home your wife and chil 
dren will be a source of inspiration A 
[ourriey you were looking forward to is in 
the offing However keep a vigilant eye on 
your health and diet 
Good dales: 5 6 and 8 
Lucky numbers: 4 8 and 9 
Favourable direction West 


LEO (IS August—14 Septem¬ 
ber) This IS a lucky week for 
singers and performmg 
artists rare honours are in 
store for some of them If you 
have plans to change your career do so 
only after consulting your well wishers 
Businessmen are advised to put away 
expansion plans Financially this is a bleak 
period but your friends will come to your 
rescue Those above 50 should be careful 
about their health and diet 
Good datoa: 3. 4 and 6 
Lucky numbers: 3, 7 and 8 
Favourable direction: North-west 




SAGIHARiUS (15 Dmmber— 
14 January) if you have legal 
problems this is the ideal 
time to solve them The time 

_ IS also good for lovers you 

can go ahead with marriage plans At home 
your children will be a source of |oy A letter 
towards the end of the week will bring 
unexpected good news Professionals and 
businessmen will make steady progress 
But do not neglect youi health and avoid 
spicy food 

Good dates- 4 6 and 8 
Lucky numbers: 7, 8 and 9 
Favourable direction: West 


TAURUS (IS May—14 June) If 

you are unemployed and 
'ooking fui a |ob, there are 
bright chances that you will 
find one this week Profes 
be confronted with better 
opprjrtun.ties But businessmen will find 
the going slow Your financial prospects 
are not too bad At home you will be called 
upon to shoulder additional responsib li 
ties But avoid arguments and tiffs with 
your beloved Watch youi health 
Good dates. 4 5 and 6 
Lucky numbers- 2 3 and 4 
Favourable direction North east 



sionals will 



VIRGO (IS September—14 
October) Lawyers and politi 
cians will prosper during this 
phase do not hesitate to take 
up challenging assignments 
Professionals will be rewarded for their 
dedication The financial front looks prom¬ 
ising and some of you may even inherit 
property On the domestic front a mis¬ 
understanding will come to an end But 
those above the age of 45 should keep a 
vigilant eye on their health 
Good dates: 4 5 and 7 
Lucky numbers: 3. 7 and 8 
Favourable direction: North-west 



CAPRICORN (IS Januaty-14 
February) Students will come 
out with flying colours in the 
competitions ahead Sports¬ 
men and artists wil also 
prospei during this period This is alto a 
lucky peiiod for professiona's and 
businessmen make use of all the opportu¬ 
nities that come youi way However, this is 
not a good period for love and marriage 
negotiations Keep a sharp eye Oii your 
health and avoid spicy food 
Good dates. 2, 4 and 5 
Lucky numbers: 2, 4 and 6 
Favourabta direction: East 


GEMINt (IS June—14 Juiy) 

■ Social engagements and pa'- 
y o tied will keep you busy this 
^ week A new friendship 

which will blossom will be of 
inimr'nsp fielp to you iri future The period 
IS not too good for professionals deal with 
those in authoritv with tact Businessri'en 
should be wary of deception Youi nealth 
will add to your woiiies this week Howev 
ei this IS a good phase loi lovr and 
marriage negotiations 
Good dates- 2 3 and 4 
Lucky numbers: 6 7 and 8 
Favourable direction: South 


B LIBRA (15 October—14 
November) A |ob is in the 
offing for those of you who 
are unemployed The phase 
is also favourable for profes- 
' lonals and businessmen do not waste 
liiTie on .socialising and pusfi your efforts to 
*he utmost Students should not fritter 
away precious time The financial front is 
not very promising speculative ventures 
will riol yield favourable results Take care 
of your health ana diet 
Good dates: 6. 7 and 8 
Lucky numbers; 5 6 and 7 
Favourable direction: North 


AQUARIUS (15 February-14 
March) This is an extremely 
lucky week for lovers you 
ban go ahead with marriage 
tesir-iiB-i^J plans Students are advised 
to be moie serious about their career 
Piofessionals, especially those m the gov¬ 
ernment service, should be cautious while 
dealing with their supenors Businessmen 
should check ail documents rneticulousfy 
before signing them Yuur health will add to 
your worries this week 
Good dates' 3 6 and 7 
Lucky numbers- 3 6 and 9 
Favourable direction: North 


CANCFR (15 July—14 August) 

Success on all fronts is a 
coitainty for you this week 
Spoitsmeri .md artists will 
BbySaWt S make >feady progiess 
Businessmen will bag lucrative aeals 
Those in profession can expect a promo 
tion some o* voj v i' be posted to a place 
of your liking Lovers will also find this 
period favourable Your health will improve 
Watch out for a pleasant surprise towards 
the end of the week 
Good dates: 2. 3 and b 
Lucky numbers: 1, 5 and 5 
Favourobie direction: South-east 


SCORPIO (IS Novombor—14 
December) This is not a 
favourable phase for lovers 
a misunderstanding may lead 
to estrangement At home 
one ot your close relatives may suddenly 
fall sick adding to your worries Your own 
health will also bother yoi However finan¬ 
cial gams are in store tor jme of you The 
professional front w.ll lemain inspiring A 
pleasure trip you were looking forward to is 
in the offing 
Good dales: 2 4 and 6 
Lucky numbers: 1 2 and 3 
Favourabto direction: South-east 




PiSCES (15 Marcb-14 April) If 

you fiavo plans to start a new 
business, this is the right 
time to do sc lowyer, pro¬ 
fessionals will face -'poosi- 
tion from their colleagues A letter troi ’ a 
long lost friend will give you a lot of joy You 
will have to postpone pleasure trips This is 
not a good week for love and marriage The 
home front will cause concern Your de¬ 
teriorating healtfi will add to your worries 
this week 

Good dates: 4 5 and 3 
Lucky numbers: 4. 6 and 8 
Fsvourabie direction: South-west 


For those bom belwesn 15 April and 14 May 

You are cheerful and optimistic by nature You are also endowed with an adventurous spirit and you will do well if you join politics or 
the administrative services You do not rely on fate and you believe that man is the creator of his own destiny However you lose 
your composure and tend to behave irrationally when you are angry Most of you are blessed with good health but you or casionally 
suffer from headaches Women born during this period are generally haughty but ttiey make good housewives 
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that’s so easy 
to maintain 
•^even at home! 


SOMAy 

METALf 

PHTINGSl 


Predsion 
•«iigineei(«!d to 
saw ycHi trouble; 
ensure smooth 
performance 






fc.r J 


V . V' »*21* *-*" V- .-' i''* ' 

N ^-s * \ ■^•- 

1. 

4^ A -i.,; •“- 


SOMA Spscial%^»'3s 

Attectivs, casy-grir handles in chreminm 
— all interchangeable 

Choice of Elegant and Heavy-duty models 

Easy KSiaSntcrrancc 
— af yn'rr '^ng.v tips 

Always keep a reii/iacement cartridge 
handy — its ava’laDie wherever you buy 
SOMA fittings. Should your tap 
malfunction, simply unscrew the top, ease 
out the cartridge, slip in the refill and 
secure the top. 


-£;;&8aMA PLUMBINO ^ 

FIXTURES UMITBO % 

From the makers of | 

•rl^'HIN^oSTAN SANITARYW\RE 

iU ill 2 Rea eras. Piece, caicorta TOOOOi, India 


Helping them “Catch up” 

B ristol University’s 

School of Education in » .. . 

England has devised a 

computer programme that , i 

helps deaf children read « 

from an early age. . . .. . . " 

Known as Catch Up, the \ 

system consists of a con- A ~ ....-X ■» — . 'i V. . 

cept keyboard pad, a BBC / J \ 

computer and VDU and a ^--*- 

print-out unit. Symbols similar to the Egyptian hierog- 
iyohics rep'^esenting nouns, verbs, ere, are stored in the 
computer memory. The child places an illustrated .sheet 
on top of the concept keyboard and places a finger on 
the drawing of the object in which it is interested, for 
exarnple. a. car. The symbol n( a car then appear.'’ on the 
^'DU screen. Later the word '’car” i<- ^ddod, and by 
as.sociation of r.j'rr>bo>s v.-hh vverdr, the chile! Icarrt'' to 
read. 

Progressing from simple symNi!;,. n'h-.ch cr.i'. he ani¬ 
mated to indic.nre metion—eg,m-'u ninri-'g tr, indie;,in 
the rresont renso of thf' '.' 0 "b to riu'— the child ns-r's ^ 

nrA '.n'’'*''.' .-lir..., f,,'**►, ‘’Iioc* 

TT...;,r,*.;• CO” ;-nrnr"’.''.'•'.•("d o.n 
'■'C'thoi'’ rho'';’” r,—m on •—•/■d "v! ob!.'';n o 

p:’inr-''”t r,'’::crn'’o.'’ '— -n "I'’ .h- 'h-- ciiilil 

Catch Up ir heap t-o’d ..iiiidvc: i, > ■’ tiu r'P • !' 

thrcc-ard-a-hnir ' co" . 


CoiSibating Sie^pir^g Sickiiiess 


m-'ko mo:;' eff'''.’:f.'c dr-'g *'■ C'rir'c' o>'--''cd 

rJfjQpipjt C'"* f'/rif '*■* 

The present drugs, \''hicli h.j”e_' been available ‘')i ar'und 
20 years, give from trvo to six months’ tnotettK'ii. Ov-.>r 
the next three vents profc'i'.ors Pciei Kolmes ami 
George Urouhart of Gl.n-’gmv t hu’/ersitv’s Vt>re''a!’y 
Schoni ’"i)l int"ostigaie the factoi*^ ,.rh,ch affec* the 
cfficiercj’ of the drug T'eatmenf-' err,->?[>.• a'-aiJable. 


Cancerous Addiction 

^^^omoa v.'ho started \ \ 

WW ‘moEing doripf; the J J 

SeC'nd Vv’orld V.har are .. 

being treated in increas- z’^' y \ jl 

ing numbers for a chronic / y' 

lung di.sease that has now .IJyy^ 

beep linked to cancer, w^^r^-yy^ 

According to Dr Dorothy ]^y^ 

Sexton of the Yale Uni- '-y ^ 

versity School of Nursing - - -——--* 

in Los Angeles, a study ot 112 women compared those 
with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease to healthy 
women who did not smoke. The results revealed that 
victims of the disease were more restricted in activity, 
suffered from loneliness and depression and felt ill more 
often. Emphysema, a distension of the lung with brea¬ 
thing difficulties and chronic bronchitis are the most 
frequently diagnosed forms of tile disease, <he most 
common chronic lung disease in the United Stai'..-s. Such 
an ailment can develop also after long exposure to 
environmental and occupational pollutants. 


64 


SUNDAY 2June 1985 








A Threat to the Cat Family 

A n international re 
search team has t\ 
posed a threat to the cat 
family In a paper entitled 
“Genetic basis foi ipecies 
yulncrabilitv i>i the 
cheetah' the team inters 
that the animat is at iisk 
tioni being natutally a 
highly inbred species The 
investigation began when a thriving colony ot cheetahs 
at a sat an park in Oregon in the United trtau s wiic 
almost wiped out by an infection 18 died 'Sit ih< saint 
VIIus borne disease occuis in domestic cals with a 
moitalitv latt lower than one pti cent and the level ot 
deaths occurs mainly among animals nheady in pool 
health 

Since no membei of the 1/ species of iin. cat lamily 
with the exception of the domestic tabby is lonipletely 
fiec ftom the threat ol extinction ii is paituuluily 
imjoi'’arit to be able to breed in capiuiiv ihi papet 
I a/' that cheetahs, which aicrcstilend II. ihc >vil(i (a the 
c a ‘ein and outhetn p.uis ol Africa mmt lu»r \p< .i 
' ne‘ d 0 ■(' 1 lus decline in numbe rs at sc me poii.t m ihc 
pa .1 I'lnl a ubsiquent pcr’od ol mtoiied nibiccdinf. 
ncciii r“d 

Foday > h< -tahs face fv i daiiccis aiisiiig In in -.uch 
inbr ..ding T ir.c ihcic is an accuinulaiioii oi liaimiul 
nails iiuhiding vaiious lepioclutuvi abnoini.thiies Foi 
example the* iluelah’s sptiiii is otli u iiioii cltleclivc 
lhaii the avciagi lomiat (mu tie dilicis au also 
I lefltctcci III a high death i lU nnoiig vouiig aiuinals and 
that 1 obect ed to both lapnvi oui wikl populalKnis 


Varying Shades of Hypnosis 

D i Wai.L. honguic/ a , .^b'logisi in Koiisiaii/ I in 
vet .tv West Gv iiiariv ha tbspult il < 11 r.iiii c 1 . nils 
and Ireln ts about hypnosis Uc savs tiiai undei bvpno 
Sis people ait luJh consenus llicv ait well awaie ol 
whal (he. au doing and thty au not in a tianct as is | 
gciietjllv niiagintd Ihtv au iK unlikclv to develop 
supcihuiimii powei s Ibehvpnotisi imiot oi tie i lllelll to 
d( i>n, thing .i^ainit thv ill In t\()tiiiTicills that he 
has ..iidiutid sluv. th.ii i c at . i.niioi be iinpiovcd 
uiidti hvpta SI uiie c as iridivitln.il (/tietplion ot the 
outside v.otld c.ni be ehat.gvd 

IJiidei hypnosis pc'oplc can soiiit to it iiiis with ct iiaiii 
eoiiti.dic lOn > as the followiii^ eompuiison indicates 
When people art t ild Ui.elei h.^iuisis ttiai then is no 
fuiiutute in a room thi \ will w.lk veil t.nttullv louiid 
where a t.able migh' st.ind Pec ,ik wh. ait not hypno 
list d will stumble against ihe th.i.i .lo. n eni. »c they 
eanrot see f but bt.ju>e ih^v iiii.ig. .c tha. >uth u 
behaviour IS expected (it them (> le spetiacelai su.v was 
that of a woman who was abduete'd and laped I ndei 
hvpnosis she va. able to it call details that led to the 
aiie'st of ht'i kidnappt'is 

Moteove’i Hypnosis has st vc i.il use^s ii eaii be put lo 
good use* in me die me as a panikilki An Amciie.ni 
expeiimeiit involving 49 ehildun and luveinlts has 
shown that hypnosis tan Ire used ni paint u) tieatnieiii of 
the backbone and bonemaiiow, both to eonibai ft ai o< 
treatment and to reduce peieeived pani Hypnosis i* 
occasionallv used in Geimaii hospitals In Bochum, lc<i 
instance, it is used to peisuade a paiually paralysed 
patient to leave* his whcelchaii after an opctation cv.n 
though gctti g up may cause him pain 



Headache ? 



The one solution 

ANACIN 


Trust its extra 
pain reiieving power 

Anacin contains more of the pain leliever 
doctors the world over recommend 

bttective tor the aches and pains of colds 
and flu headache, toothache, backache 
and muscular pain 


Trust only Anacin 


Now in a protective foil pack. 



strong ,ind trusted 

MANNLR.S 

^HAC/iy 


Indio's No. 1 poln rollovor 


* Licertsed user of t M Geoffrey Menrtere & Co Ltd 
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This India 



PANAJl A. bridegroom who was to 
und^’igo u religious iriainage--having 
earb'.-: ui.dergoiit c»viJ rnornage-- 
was, i.iiu! thfc finu of wntuig, found 
peu.htd atop a trt^ for live days. The 
man. Mr Shanu (..awade of Bobnag 
village ni Ponda laluka, was to marry a 
brioi- trom Mardol On 2.^ April, when 
the bi'idegrooni did not turn up at the 
appointed lime, the bridal party went 
to hi', village. They were informed that 
the biidegroom had disappeared that 
very morning. Subsequently he was 
traced to a tree-top The villagers said 
he hod been pos.ses.sed by a local spirit 
callt d “Devachar”—f/ie Hindustan 
Timt^s (B. B. 1. Sliarma, New Delhi) 

NAC.PUR .^n attempt by municipal 
LOinmisMoner B. N Makhija to 
“plea'll' " tlie newly elected members 
of the Nagpur corporation by giving 
them a present, back fired Makhija 
aridiiti'd (o preseni a rexin bag cost¬ 
ing siitiui Rs .to to each of the 75 
mem!■'•IS But tite members were fu 
uous .It siish a niggardly present. At 
the Sjit'ciai genet al body meeting on 10 
May, B.IP member Prabhakar Lende 
anti othets said the commissioner 
slightf'd them b> presenting a bag 
“worse than the one earned by a 
patwari" The member returned the 
present to Makhija—Free Press Jour¬ 
nal ( I Souiidaiarajan, Dombivli) 

MADRAS Does the display of pictures 
and images ot gods and goddesses and 
religious symbols in lesearch labor- 
atork's go against the gram ot secular¬ 
ism? It does, in the view of a major 
national laboratory in Madras. The 
Central Leather Research Institute, 
Adyar, has frowned on such displays in 
its work places and rooms, and has 
asked us employees to desist from the 
praciite The space made available as 




a sequel to compliance with this in¬ 
struction can be “used more usefully 
for displaying authorised information/ 
data/resuUs/achievements ot the insti¬ 
tute, in a manner which is presentable, 
appropriate, and beneficial for the 
approved policies/programmes of the 
institute,” the workers in CLRJ have 
been told in a circular—'The Hindu 
(Savithri Viswanathan, New Delhi) 

ALLAHABAD; Advocates of the Alla¬ 
habad High Court went on strike on 9 
May to protest against the non-supply 
of drinking water to advocates and the 
litigant public. The decision to go on 
strike was taken at an emergency 
general meeting of the High Court bar 
association. The meeting noted that 
for the last four days, there was not a 
drop of water in the premises where 
the bar association is located. In a 
resolution, the association said it was 
“humanly impossible” to work in such 
conditions. The members had there¬ 
to! e, decided lo abstain from attend¬ 
ing touit.s from 9 May — The 

Times of India (A.K. Guha, Bettiah) 

C'.IRIDIH: A bridegroom in his nuptial 
attire landed up in police custody 
instead of solemnising the wedding 
rituals. It happened at a place here on 
1 May, when the bridegroom fell prey 
to one of the .seven deadly sins of 
greed and became rigid on getting a 
scooter as hi.s dowry. Police sources 
said that when his in-laws failed to 
meet his demand, the groom started 
damaging the puja pandal and throw¬ 
ing away everything. When the police 
were informed, the youth was im¬ 
mediately arrested and sent to jail— 
Searchlight (M. S. Rizvi, Aurangabad) 

BOMBAY. A -12-year-old man, who can 
look at the blazing sun for five to eight 
minutes withuui blinking, is looking 
for someone who can explain to him 
his unusual power, reports UNI. 
Ramesh Sanjanani was lying on the 
terrace of hts home at Gibraltar in 
1977 when he first found himself gaz¬ 
ing unconsciously at the sun. “It was 
an exhilarating experience. I did it 
randomly at first, then consciously and 
more often,” he says. — The 

Statesman (Arun Gupta, Calcutta) 

JUNAGADH- “May God give MLAs 
good understanding” was the message 
carried by about 182 gas balloons 
released here on 21 April as part of the 
current anti-reservation stir. Hun¬ 
dreds of people watched as the bal¬ 
loons carrying slips of paper bearing 
the message were released by mem¬ 
bers of a local student union— The 
fimes of India (Anjali Khare, Char- 
bagh) 




Without Comment 


We do not compromise our position 
in return for anything—Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi during a press conference in 
Moscow 

To be a good subordinate one must 
learn to anticipate the boss’s 
orders—^Pranab Mukherjee, in 

Blustnted Weekly of Inddm 



The pulse of life beats and will 
continue to beat in Calcutta which 
has been neglected before and af¬ 
ter independence by the lespective 
governments (at the centre!—West 
Bengal chief minister Jyoti Basu 

If only a few more Albanias would 
emerge, the whole international 
order would collapse—Ranjan Gup¬ 
ta in Gentleman 

I am not a military dictator...People 
asked me to come amd take over the 
country—Gen H.M. Ershad of Bang¬ 
ladesh in India Today 

If ail the Sikhs who heard or had in 
their possession tapes extolling the 
assassins of Mrs Gandhi and photo¬ 
graphs of Bhindranwale were to be 
arrested, then the government 
would have to arrest thousands, 
even millions—Khushwant Singh in 
Parliament 

Nobody really knows who is doing 
what (in Calcutta University)—San- 
tosh Kumar Bhattacharya, vice- 
chancellor of Calcutta University 

My idea of a really good workout is 
lying down—Hollywood actress 
Glenda Jackson 
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Chi-ss 


The womon s world championship passed 
off, as it often does, virtually unnoticed 
outside the Soviet Union Mais Chibur 
danldse retained the title, defeating her 
challenger Irma Levitma 8-S In some 
sense the match contained more thrills 
and spills than its male counterpart 
Certainly neither player displayed much in 
the way of Karpovisn restraint, but pley 
was at times a little scrappy 

The turning point seemed to come in 
game nine, when Levitins leading 
4*A-3Vli, mis^ the chance to extend her 
lead in a game full of ideas but lacking 
precision 

White I Levitina Black M Chibui 
danidse Queen's Indian Defence Game 9 

1 P-Q4 K.KB3 2 N-KB3 P-K3 

3P-KN3 P-Om 4B-N2 B-N2 

SP-S4 B-«2 6N-B3 0-0 

Safer heie IS N-K5 

7 P-Q5 B-N5 e B-Q2 

I A trifle tame 8 0-01 is moth more in the 
spirit of the pieviuus move 


8 P-83t 9 PxBP PxP 

to Q-B2 P-B4 11 0-0 a-K2 


Chibur donidze (Black) 


Levitina (White) to move 

12 P-N3 N-83 13 P-QR3 B-M 

14 B-N5 BxN 15 QxB KH-QI 
10 KR-Q1 P-Klt3 17 B-B4 

Admittedly eftei 17 BxN QxB 18 QxO PxQ 
White has very little but th< bishop is not 
at all well placed hert 


Black now holds a clear positional advan¬ 
tage baseu Of the superiority of her pawn 
entre to White s quoenside majority, but 
ihc gatrir starts to meander unconviticing 
ly 

/h UH-111 K B2 20 P-KfM R-R1 
27R-N3 Oft-QI 28P-K3 KR-KI 
29P~N4 R-K3 30 PxP PxP 
31 BIN) 03 B(1 MCI 32a-B1 fM(7 
33 P B5 K B1 34 P-BS 0-B2 
3SB-81 

Blaik Wd> 'll dteiiing Jb RxP 3b KxR 
0 H"! 

35 P-KRi 36 RxP R(1M« 

I ooK stioiip hut in 1 wt White is winning 
IV four 

DIAGRAM 
1 3'R-Ql, I QxR SePxR? 

I Mufcin I the 11> i ( o' hei own piay 38 
(- h/' nd II t8 U8l39PxRor38 

I h »4tii «||, h,;i 



17 

I9U-B2 

N-K5 

N N4' 

18 U N2 
20(ixN 

P B3 

KPxd 

, It) 

1 40 Pxt 

7^0 
^ to 

1- X. 
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It IS the nature ot things I suppose that 
I the bad hands make the news Israel was 
leading the 27 odd teems in its halt ol the 
I field in the Olympiad when various 
misddventuies otcutred on this deal 
I against Canada 

Dealer North Game all 


#Q95J 


40 K J 8 6 
J93 
♦ 32 
4QJ92 

N 


4PK 10 7652 u, e 

♦ KQ c ^ 

4|b3 S 

♦ A74 
4P A4 

♦ AJ865 
•l|kK6S 


♦ 10 2 

4PQ8 

♦ 1097 4 
4|iA 1087 4 


This was the bidding when Israel was 
North South 
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South 

Wen 

Narin 

fasr 1 

Berger 

Mittelman 

Meinl 

Graves 

— 

— 

No 

No ; 
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24P 
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redblt , 

3^ 

No 

JNT 

dble(J) ' 

No 

No 

Ni 
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nowadays lo show pem n ’ i nylh 
I2l To tonfitn lluil u (Viudwrliorm a I 


heart te id 

Tni It r jiu gsinei, a triil when the 9 of 
hi ,1 's w Kii'i d ny the queen and ace 
He IK (I |) ay a club next and it looks 
t( i a though two (■'i»fards later are 
go nq ir i. vr'y uwkwuid for West 
Ho, evei Ihr i,om'Bi 1 w,i one down But 
'll .1 ■ tuthin) fonparerl to what 
h 10 « I II 1 fae t It f other table 

Jl 1 kVi Ao th east 

t uubu lornnit. iiiuther» focik 
No No 

iM 249 dble 24|» 

No No dbit all pass 

This went lot 1100 The Two Heart 
i<ve f aM WHS s ipoosi t' to be playable in 
hr th ni II 'f 
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QUESTIONS 

1 The Sahara is the worlds largest 
desert Name the second largest desert 
in the world'' 

2 In Tibet it is called the Sengge what is 
It called in India" 

3 Apart from the Sun name the star 
nearest to the earth? 

4 The Veddahs are inhabitants of 
which country’ 

5 How IS the lycopersicon esculentium a 
garden vegetable, better known as’ 

6 The first Winter Olympic Games were 
held In 1925 Where’ 

7 In medicine, what is gingivitis’ 

8 In which year was the first hydrogen 
bomb exploded’ 


9 Ihe Molotov toiklail a homu mado 

bomb was first used igdinstiiK mvidinq 
Russian atmies during W Id V/ar II by i 
soldiets ot which muntry ' 

10 In meteorology whal is a niorl'sen 

11 How IS the 16lh (enfury Italian poinler 
Jacopo Robust better knowi is 

2 Whal 00 tht ti liowing have m i um 
rnon Batilluh E‘>^u Atlantic Ni-st-i Mam 
Globtik London and Burnnii Cniet ^ 
pnsesP 

13 Name Ihe n'etal found in the 
largest quantities in the earth, crust’ 

14 What do the initials ICAO stand for’ 
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BY SHAMLU DUDE.iA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Cryptocross 


Witsharpener 


a ll H il 

iljiililH ■■iiill 

II II ^ 11 li n 

Himiisi Mail 


in lili 


w ■ a 

^- 

. JliL _ __ 

i 1 a ■ ■ M li 
iiaiaSa aHMiMiH 


63040021 
32520504 
14343625 
^2 1 5 5 | 

2 6 3 5 
0 6 3 1 


A set of 28 dominoes (0;0 to 6:6) have been arranged to 
give the number pattern shown above. Can you work out 
through logical means how the dominoes pieces lie to 
give this pattern? You may find it easier to use the grid 
given alongside. 


101111121131 i Word Power 




Each number in the main grid represents a letter The 
same number always represents the same letter. Three 
letters have been given to help you make a start Can 
you now substitute the rest to complete the grid? 


Figure it Out 



H I _R_ _S 
V 0 A N N I 


M I A A N V 


SLUG 

[1 

FOWL 

QOAT 

[ ] 

SOAR 

WISH 

[ ] 

WAIT 

LARD 

[ ] 

tart 

DATE 

[ ] 

DARN 

BADE 

[ 1 

PORE 
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H 
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R 

il 

I 

— 1 

R 

Bi 

1 

P 



Fit a letter into the brackets given above so that the 
words to the left and right of the brackets change to 
other words. The letter in the bracket replaces the third 
letter in each word. When complete, the letters in the 
brackets read downwards will spell out another word. 
Can you say what this word is? 


•. Starting at each of the four corners in turn, and 
proceeding from one letter to the next in any direction, 
can you figure out the names of four boys. Each letter 


can you figure out the n 
can be used only once. 


MMMya-tjurwtns 
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Shape Sleuth 



Quick iliiuk 

i y * 1 ^ '* ^ t‘*0**»i *rk r* r> 

noth'^'* ihf * flT P '^^'f ^rf no* n*'" 


Quizzbizz 

Which of the following cities have hosted Olympic') 
twice 

1 Moscow 

2 Tokyo 

3 LosAnge'es 

4 Pans 

*> London 


Soliitlonc to lost week's Teosttrs 


r^rc it Ov* *Ani>wmx EEL, "Wt I LAVA, and 
OONT could tV s's b"i t’lsf" could bt* o*he»s 

V»Tt Slisrpc'c— 


1 



y;ui-k Think AB-8 AB i'; a diagonal of rh° leitang 
'e ""hs 0 ‘ber d'agon >> •$ to the fidiu' of th< liu 1h 



If you fold the flat ‘net’ into a oox, whuh of the boxes, 
a, b,' c, d, e, f or g would you get’ 


'A/frs? "’'i:: 



Mind Bender 1—g, e, 2—d f 3—a, t 4—b h 
Eejy Ncj.i 

liu-tzbin: 10"^^' i> ,>o i,000,000 - 2‘’x5‘ 
Wliat’s in a Word: Positive 
Missing Link: Hiiack 
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More Attractive Returns on Your Money 

You can now earn 8 % interest per annum 

on term deposits of 15 days and 
above but less than one year 

UCOBANK now offers you 8% interest per annum on term deposits of 15 days and above 
but less ttion one year You can earn ttiis attractive interest in any of the 1650 branches of 
UCOBANK sponniriQ the leriath and breadth of the country 

-Interest on Term Deposits- 

15 days and above but less than 1 year 8 % 

1 year and above but less than 2 years 8 . 5 % 

2 years and above but less than 3 years 9 % 

3 years and above but less than 5 years 10 % 

5 years and above 11 % 



United Ccoimerdal Bank 

the friendly bank round the comer 
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VARIETY/Khaas Baai 



Mandakini revraliriK 


I s someone jealous<>f 
Anita Radi’s success-’ 
The industry was rife with 
rumouis that she was 
going to marry a sheikh 
from Saudi Arabia, give up 
films ai'd settle down in 
Jeddah This was some 
thing which Anita herself 
denied “How can I be so 
irresponsible’ There are 
so many films 1 am work 
ing in There are crores of 
rupees involved and be 
sides there are the careers 
of so many men and 
women involved How can 
1 just give up so much that 
this industry has given me 
and go away’ And moreov 
er where is the millionaire 
Arab’ I have not even seen 
him I don t know why peo 
pie are in such a hurrv to 


see me mai ried It must be 
the handiwork of someone 
who IS not happy about my 
success ” Anita says 

T he hottest topic of dis 
cussion in the industry 
IS some hot scenes that 
will hit the screen soon 
isveryone is talking about 
the grand exposure of 
Manddkmt and of how Raj 
Kapooi has exposed her 
anatoms They are talking 
about the shapely figure of 
Dimple Kapadia and the 
longest kiss she picturised 
with Rishi Kapoor, it w as a 
kiss which took 234 takes 
They are talking about 
Rekha and her bathing 
scene in Shashi Kapoor’s 
Utsav The question IS 
how will the censors react ’ 


K umar Gauiav’s career 
lappcars to be taking a 
nosedive The oniy film he 
has in hand at the moment 
is Naam, which is being 
produced by his father 
Rajendra Kumar, and 
diiecied bv Mahesh Bhatt 
The astrologers had pre 


dieted that Caurav’s wife, 
Namrata, would bring him 
luck after marriage But 
nothing like that seems to 
be happening Those who 
are superstitious believe 
that It IS the curse of Vi 
javeta Pandn that is 
wreaking havoc 
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Explorer. By Enfield. All that a man's first bike 
should be. So safe to ride, so easy to handle. 


Power and fi ame superbly matched for 
stability and perfect control Highly 
manoeuvrable 

1 hree smooth-shift gears Takes city traffic 
with case 

Lngine output 1 BHP 

Hydraulic shock absorption in the frcmt and 
real 

Fuel efficiency 6S VS km 1 undei actual citv 
traffic conditions 

Die cast wheels — for rugged styling 

Sleek instiumcntation panel with panel 
indicatois 

Fibre glass windshield with tinted \ isor 
Squared headlamp 

7 hat s txplorer A mars cllous i ombination 
of good sense and good looks 














DELHI DIARY 


Reliance, Sans Textiles? 



S undav port on Kt 
liantt le\til< Indus 
flics which .ippeared in 
oui 10 If) Match issue, 
seems to be borne out bv 
the latest annual report of 
the lompanv To lnf>m 
with the cosei illustration 
of the well produced glos 
sv publication is that of a 
pctio clu mical tomplex 
with the legend, ‘Re 
liance Divcrsilicatiori into 
petro themuals ’ The 
annual repot t lists tin new 
protects ileartd b\ the 
goveinment in the past 
one sear foi polvestei sta 
pie fibre purilied trreph 
thdlii acid (I’TA) mono 
ethslirit glvcol I Ml (.) and 
linear a 1 k v 1 b t n / e n e 
(I,AB) St Nt)AS repotted 
that the companv mav 


diop tht wotd ‘textiles’ 
tiom Its name The annual 
lepott says “ voui com 


panv IS proposing to 
change its piesent name to 
Reliance Industries Ltd 


signifying us entry into 
the field of petro chemical 
and other capital 
intensive industries of im 
portance to the national 
economy” The company 
proposes to pass a resolu 
tion (appaiently in the 
national interest) foi ' 
changing its name in its ! 
next annual general meet ' 
ing Incidentally, while 
Reliance is expanding its 
chairman, Dhitubhai 
Ambani is not its highest 
paid executive Rocognis 1 
mg the fact that running ^ 
around in the cortidois ol i 
power III Dt Ihi IS of pi inie 
importance Rtliantes | 
Delhi repiest ntdtive V | 
Bdlasubramanian, is given j 
a salaiy higher than that 
leceued h\ Ambani 


tcA VMK IT 




Khalistan^s 
Kashmir Link 

A Kashmiri is active in 
the Khalistan move 
ment No, he is not a mem 
ber of the Kashmir Libera 
tion front (KLI ) He is a 
Kashmiri Pandit Pyaie 
Shivpuri, who is often seen 
at Khalistan House on 12, 
Talborr Road London 
Shivpuri IS said to have 
been imprisoned during 
the Emeigencv in India 

Being a Kashmiri Pandit 
he claims to he a relative 
of many Indian VIPs Tag 
(It Singh Chauhaii's head 
quarters is Khalistan 
House and the clandestine 
ladio station. Voice of 
Khalistan, is also based in 
this office on Talbort 
Road What is Shivpun’s 
intetest in the Khalistan 
movement^ This question 
mav seem redundant espe 
ciallv when the tact is con 
sideted that when lagpi 
Singh Chauhan oiganised 
a pi o Khalistan confer 
ence in London in early 
Ajiril, elements like Phi/o 
ol Nagaland and the KLF 
activists joined in Hive 
the Indian intelligence 
seivices tin cl to verifv his 
antecedents J 


Menaka’s Western Quest 


N othing has been heaid 
about the Rashtiiva 
Saiiiav Manch leader, 
Mtnaka Gandhi, since she 
lost the Amethi elections 
in December She was 
seen biietly at a tea lecep 
tion hosted by the Janata 
Party piesident, Chandra 
Shekhai after the Kama 
taka elections but she 
went into oblivion again 
after that Menaka Gandhi 
IS now planning a trip to 
the USA After all if 


Prime Mmistei Rapv (jan 
dill can VO It the west this 
summer, why can’t his 
estranged sister in law-* 
Menaka Gandhi’s friends 
have been spreading sior 
les about her plans to meet 
Bena/ii Bhutto in London, 
to exchange notes about 
their lespective political 
ambitions While Bena/ir 
Bhutto may be populai for 
Menaka Gandhi populai 
political suppoM seems to 
be a far cry 



Menaka Gandhi 


Ktfyan ChDkrcixyTy 


Forceless 

Guards 

T he rcient spuit in tei 
rorist activity in north 
India which shook the 
capital as well has all of a 
sudden staited off a chain 
of stories in the media ah 
out the possibilities of a 
specialised force called 
the National Guards being 
set up to undertake antt 
teriorist activities Ihe 
fact IS that an organisation 
called the National fiuards 
has been in existence foi 
the past year and a half It 
has a headquaiters setup, 
but no constabulary An 
Andhra Pradesh cadre IPS 
officei, RT Nagrani, has 
been the director geneial 
of the National Guards 
since last yeai and a Gu 
jarat cadre’s inspector 
geneial of police, K 
Dadabhoi, has been assist 
ing Nagrani in his woik 
There are some junior 
officers attached to the 
DGP and the IGP, but no 
force has been set up so 
far Will someone look into 
the reasons for the delay 
in setting up the National 
Guards^ 


D, E. NizamudtUn 
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Plain or with toppings, 
either way you win. 






MONACO 

Excellent plain,terrific with toppings. 


HygienicQlly seal-packed, 
to retain crisp freshness. 
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stop bad breath. Fight tooth decay. 



Give them the 

Colgate Ring of Confidence! 
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KOHINjn^R 


And no 
two moments 
will over 
be the same 
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The Mess in Gujarat 

Gujarat ( M Madhav .inli 
Sulanki, laced with an 
agitation agalrl^t Ills 
government’s det tsion to 
ratse the reserved quota lor 
baekward i lasses, is at his 
wit’s end llu agitation is 
showing no sign ot r ndmg 
although his (ontintiaiK e as 
thief tntiiijter has been 
threatened lushat Bhatt 
reports on how Solanki is 
graduallv losing his giip on 
the administiation ot iht 
state 

INVT STK.-MION 24 

A Diptomatic Deal? 

Iht release ol \dd 
Shahrvar Ironi an Ainti it an 
jail where tu was sr i ving a 
15 veai ptisoii t< im 
has raised manv evt brows 
What wf It tht thargt s 
against the onlv son ot 
Mohammad Yunus-' I)id the 
Indian govt rnnienl go out of 
itswav toseiure tht r^lta^e 
ol Adil Shahivai ■’ 
Sankarshan 1 hakui 
investigates 
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DATELINS/mja^ 


Paris: Parisians are extremely dedi 
cated about living up to their leputa 
tions, particularly that element of it 
which tan make life miserable for 
any visitor who does not speak 
French Our taxidnver, foi instance, 
did his damnedest to ensun that wt 
missed oui appointment at the 
palate, but clearly God is on the side 
of visitors rather than the Parisians 
We just made it Having heard all the 
stones, vsf set otf forty fivt minuUs 
in advance to cover what a govern 
ment official had cheerily desciibed 
as a twenty minuti loutney The 
address was hardly difficult Flysee 
Palate, office of the President of 
France How the taxidiivei ton 
verted a twenty minute ti uise into a 
Js^fortyfive minute odyssey is some 
thing which only the F rent h imagina 
non toiild begin to conceive It was 
the last bit which was particularly 
dramatic Alter rounding off from 
Cleopatia’s Needle the An D’lnom 
phe and the National Assembly 
building out taxidiivtr discovered 
that if he reached his destination 
(now meitly a minute away) wo 
would still be on time He imiiii diate 
ly took us to the other < nd ot onr of 
the busiO't toad*- in the world at a 
LI awl df signed to bn ak the steeliest 
of hearts With time running out, we 
stopped I hi cab and appioacht d the 
neatest I’ansian who looked as if he 
would nor mind too niui h if addres 
sed in Lnglish ( Ihe Paiisians know 
the language all light, it is just that 
thev refuse to speak it on (iiintipfe 
Thev havi n’t foigottcii Wati rhv i 
Caught our taxidnver let out a 
•ong senes of oohs and aahs and 
* “Monsieui 1 lysee Palais” as if he 
had never heard the damn name 
Now he swung his vehicle into a cleai 
road, gallantly broke a few laws and 
leaciied the palace urea the 
appointed hour of 11 30 
You tan immediately see why ev 
erv President of I ranee has his nose 
tilted about forty five degiees to 
waids the sky France may have 
become the first Republic in modern 
history But its Icadei still lives amid 
the splendour of kings The Palace 
looks as if a supeib museum had 
been converted into a household if 
you want to check the time foi 
instance, all you have to do is to look 
at the ornate clock which some gen 
eration of Louis put up to s< e 
whether it was time to work or plav 
The long tail coats of the stafl, the 
rich carpets, the clocks which have 
timed so many destinies, the vast 
canvasses recording the artistic vani 
l^ties of so many ages, the tall, gold 
lined doors that have decorated so 
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many period movies, the gendarme 
in traditional uniforms clicking to 
attention on the gravelled courtyard 
It IS a completely different world 
from the ti affic jams and the flexible 
moiahtv an inch beyond the high 
gates of this palace Well perhaps 
the one thing they have m common is 
the flexible moiality 
After having met my share of those 
who run the world, ii now comes as a 
surprise if I meet anyone who looks 
like his photograph Francois Mittcr 
rand doe*^ Phlegmatic, socialist Mit 
terrand A face which spends all its 
time refusing to succumb to the 
temptc't’on of emotion But, like any 
leasonablc jouinalist I begin to 
scratch Mildly, of course And then. 



You can immediately 


see why every President 
of France has his nose 
tilted about forty-five 
degrees vowards the, 
sky. France may have 
become the first 
Republic in modern 
history. But its leader 
still lives amid the 
splendour of kings. 


first tn fleeting spasms, then in more 
sustained patches, the socialist Mit¬ 
terrand begins to emerge—the man 
who has argued and won a hundred 
battles before he defeated the edito¬ 
rials and the opinion polls to win an 
unexpected victory ovei Giscard 
d’Bsraing The challenge of accusa¬ 
tion rouses him France, the nation 
which sends noops to ‘settle’ the 
problem in Chad, is neo colonial, I 
suggest What is the difference be 
tween French troops going to defend 
a pro Pans regime in Africa and 
Soviet tioops doing the same for 
Moscow in Afghanistan’ Mitter 
rand’s answer is semantics touched 
with holiei than thou moiality but 
the spirit of argument has been 
roused Reciprocity (Raiiv Caiidhi 
had given interviews to the F. ich 
media,so c/u/dproguofsuddenlvtor me 
acquired a dimension that was per 
sonal, engaging and beyond the boi (> 
dom of professional duty an aiidiieys 
had been touched by .< spaik of 
humanity And the Mituirand who 
welcomes us with a cool ever impe 
rial handshake, said lu levori with 
a smile 

S napshot images It tosts ten 
francs to get a dunk of boitli d 
water in the I’l M Saint lacqnes 
Hotel A glass of bcei in the pave 
menr cate outside costs only t ight 
The choice is not difficult The hotels 
look like a barar and cost as much as 
a palace, but you do not argue isith 
hoteliers when na'iirc is in a good 
mood in Pans you kiss thm lolus 
feet and grab the key if thi v dt ign to 
give you a loom Pan. in liint as 
Maui ice Chcvaliei said (oi should 
have if he did not) u when little pirls 
team the diffetenie fv iweni boys 
and men The sun n glorious the 
stars are confetti and tile pregnant 
moon sparkles ovei the pat keo cafes 
of the Latin quartei As if all this was 
not enough the fiant is cheap A 
whole library of Mills and Boons 
could not begin to compere with 
Pans in such a mood A light, open 
cotton shut is cii mgh and naturally 
looks bcttei on 'he women Casual 
bur superbly clcgart tlu cotton 
crinkled yet smart the h irstvles 
tending towaid but not dominated bv 
the mohawk bald sides and tail The 
sunglasses reminiscent ot the Iifties 
Trousers sloping The budges ate as 
Renoir painted thirn Ihe waiters 
flirt outrageously with the women A 
nudf or semi nude woman adveirises 
almost every ptodiict on the bill 
boards.Pans remains a stunning re 
j minder of French grace and genius, 
1 particulaily in summer 
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BRIUIANT TOPS AGAIN 

ilT-JEE! 



Our strenuous exertions coupled with our 
students’ diligent application have paid oft 
handsomely. 

BRILLIANT’S STUDENTS HAVE WON 
THE TOP-MOST RANKS IN IlT-JEE ’85. 


VINEET GUPTA 
Chandigarh 


SHREESH JADHAV PARTHA PRATIM MITRA 
Raipur Calcutta 


RAJIV VERMA 
Patna 


KUMUD KUMAR 
SANWAL 
Kanpur 



aA Jbh ' ^ V 

FIRST IN INDIA SECOND IN INDIA 





THIRD IN INDIA FOURTH IN INDIA FIRH IN INDIA i 


All India 


Ail India 


Partha NIyogi 

N Delhi 

Rank 

6 

Aiok Kumar Ramsisaria 

Chandigarh 

Rank 

20 

Shantanu Sarkar 

Port Blair 

7 

Navindra Singh Gambhir 

Raiosthan 

21 

S Aravind 

Madras 

8 

V Guhan 

Niigtrt 

22 

Raiu Narayana Swomy 

Chongonacherry 

10 

Sanjoy Arora 

N Delhi 

23 

Vlgyan SInghal 

N Delhi 

12 

M R Bharat 

Bhilai 

25 

V Ramesh 

Madras 

13 

Suraiit Bosu 

Calcutta 

26 

Anurag Sah 

Calcutta 

14 

V Sridhar 

Madras 

27 

K Vlvekanand Rau 

Bangalore 

16 

Pradhan Sandip Mukundrao Baroda 

28 

Bharat Kalyanpur 

Bombay 

18 

T S Naga Bhushana 

Bangalore 

29 

AJay Krlpa Sreekanlh 

Madras 

19 





All India No.1, VINEET GUPTA took our IlT-JEE course 
for students o f Std XII, and was further strengthened by 
our fc'^pjriLEI ’85. 


Most of the above winners had theC£d£ILE] drill. A powerful 
testimony to the worth of Brilliant’s A/rf FILE] to the truly earnest 
seekers of the highest ranks in IlT-JEE. 


iB 


BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 


12 Masilamani Mudali St TNagar Madras 17 
Ph 442099 443308 
EMINFNCF THROUGH FXCELLfcNCt 


Etficient/BT/15e/85 


Since issue of the above ad,we find that BRILLIANT’S students S Sriram Kanpur and 
Subhrajit Bhattacharya Sindri have won the 15TH and 24TH ranks respectively 






GOSSIP SWEET AND SQUR/Khushwant Singh 


Escape from 
Death 

I n the block of apartments wht rt 1 
live we have a summei problem 
with the sun A squarish plot ol glass 
which divides the block ha'. onl\ a 
few tiees which pioside shade 01 
these, on my side of the paik then is 
only one, a thick toliaped nmlbtirs 
Since I am the cailiest iisti in tie 
neighbouihood 1 manage to patk m\ 
car undei this tiei Othiis hasf to 
suffei the blistering heat ot the sun 
foi most of the das 

One afternoon la a wick 1 wa 
feeling vttv lethargic and trying to 
find some excuse lor not going foi mv 
daily swtm I decided tt was too hot 
and sultry and the pool would iiuyit 
ably be vciy ciowdicl bo why not a 
I longet snooze in an tout’'ttoned com 
fort’' 1 was woken by the tattling of 
my windosss A tieici dust storm wa'- 
sweeping atlas'- with daiV cloud 
, tomiiig in Its real 1 changed mv 
mind Not many ]ieopii would \en 
tine out in the sfotm and . .night 
have the pool to mv-.clf I picked ms 
bathing tilinks lubbei tap and towc 1 
and lan to ms cai I had dnsen no 
molt than a dozen yards whtt. two 
huge branches ot the muibciiy titt 
which had ptosiued shade to ms tar 
came crashing down 11 1 had been „ 
few setonds late ms tinsel Mai un 
would base been w ret keel 11 1 had 
been in it 1 would noi bt vsni ’ this 
column 

Why did I base this miiaculous 
esc ape ■“ Rationally speaking itwa a 
fortunate toincideitc that I had 
changed my nimd tust in tht nitk ot 
time But something kept nagging ms 
mino about fate, luck and picdcs 
, tinaiion When mv friends asked me 
I to what 1 owed my contniucd exist 
i ence, I laughed and explained it 
I away in traditional phrastologs 
I “Some good karitid in my previous 
I biith Pei haps saved a tow from 
slaughter Or more likelv did good 
service to a Btahmin maiden ’ 
Hairbreadth escapes ait a dail 
occurrence “Apparently iheit is no 
thing that cannot happen ” wiou 
Mark Twain In rwef/rh 
Shakespeare put it flatly “As the old 
hermit of Prague, that nesei saw pt i 
and ink very wittily said to a niece ol 
King Gorboduc, “that that is, is ’ I 
was not meant to be crushed ireide 
my car but perhaps dit in some 
hospital ward “lit that is born to In 
hanged shall nevei be drowned 
wrote Thomas fuller 



riitit IV an (Itmtt of tlit iiu itch 
bit in ban Intadtli < api tti t' i 
lusts t( aticpl t Jiih 1 ( 1 . tme .1 the 
only t \p] manon inci I'l oke vpj 
(uliton I Ml 11 (lining mv liiyv in 
tiiglaad a lu it mirt ucidtnt V 
plant on its w i tioni Dublin to 
1 ondon ta ighi lirt ui 'lit -in riu 
pilot made 1 ill vpi I re (ftoit ti 
inakt a 1 Hiding stup ne cr Mill Hill 
when 1 wav living Jus' as the plane 
was con.ing over a low oi houses its 
btlly hit 1 thimni v and broke into 
tw( All passtngtrs ind ctez wtii 
killed save one an hostess c ho was 
sealed at the i ul ciif of the tabin 
She y i fluiif out ot hci seat at d Itll 
intoapiivatt ti I'hiiii pool-without 
, -.cl arch on IHI tijtly In lh( ,amt 
citegi/iv fall lus'anLLS whin in the 
■■anu tai i i ideiit uhdt ‘omt art 
mangled 'icyon'i u cognttion othets 
go \ itlioMt any iiiiaiy A i rnonali t 
who do( s III t Kc( ,n lit ones of fht 
Hand ol I’khiIiii c )iu destination 
OI k 'rrri I In ii b tei iiiswci than 
asiiibt tluiii U) link 

(an pt opk t't'(imiat the v\ay 
they will dit I'ttph c lio 1 1 ! ( then 
oiMi lues (uta e ui I host not 
sintidt pi one li vi )i*rl i\ ibout 
theniarmtiot hen (i( piiiuit Ilu, 
can temp' lalt by (loii 4 things tlu v 
should noi bt doing hkt diiiiknig oi 
smoking! C'ct s Hid thii-. biiiiging 
o’ellthose I the livii oi liiiii. tan 
eei Not iiiut h molt I lit it wi least 
itported 11 Ih( him', if 1 ondon 
where conn iiy to iiudieil id\Ki i 
man wlio i> in hi i u'hnt s ton 
tinned to play i viioious (amt of 
tennis Noilii i( w nild pit i t me 
more tfi in t i tlu on i ittinis conit 
he asst It cl i d imn hiid smash to 
win a set a id tht ii toll ipsi 1 ii ( wi II 
vvoiltl His 4 V) h w i pailiy tultiikd 
He did (Jr on a tennis couil but not 


I aftei a match winning smash He 
tollapsed aftet serving a double- 
I fault 

I 

Sri Lanka 

I 

T hirteen years ago, the 
Sinhalese decided to lename 
tht 11 countiv They diopped Cevlon 
I and 1 everted to the ancient title, Sri 
I Lanka We Indians had always 
known it IS I anka (without the hon 
one Sii) as It IS mentioned in the 
Rarriayana Tht name Ceylon was 
piobably guen by the Chinese who 
tailed it Sit I an from whith the 
I Dutch ZfiUii and the Lnglish Ceylon 
' were dtiiycd fhe Portugu S( called 
It Cttlano In iht Arabs it V a Saran 
till)- ai ibu dib being the s. me' as 
'he banskiit dweep meaning island 
Iht word Sf^ii ndtpitt the iacihty of 
mafine Inpin Uistovtnts by acti 
dent abo owes its origin to Sii 
1 ink I In 17S4 Horat Waljiole took 
till woid liom ihe title of ifaiiy tale, 

I 7/it rhici Pr/mes ot Svtt ndtp the 
htiot ■. of which yvtie alwav< making 
cbnite di tovtiiL> All this intoima 
lion i got ho.ii fohn Siherhght s 
Woid iMaeniilldni But ( ven he does 
not nitnrion tht genf sis ot the name 
/ ink I i Vny ( ut sst's-') 

Likee Washee? 

T his i'it(dott IS about two Indians 
s( (fit (1 11 Lnglaiid One had bt on 
iniiig lh(it loi some years and had 
I aught on to some of tfitii quaint 
tuplitmism, llitothti ireitntset 
ll( r was IS yi t unawaii of them 
riievwtu iiuitetlfoi dinner by their 
1 nglish fiimd' Aftti they had their 
dunks th(‘ii hostess asked them. 
‘Would yon liki a wash befon I 
s(ive dimiei-’ The knowledgeable 
oiu lephtd ‘No thanks’ The new 
settki leplied I washtd my hands 
b( loi ( 1 tami 

On tlu ir wa, back aftei dinner the 
oldi I setilci admonished his ft lend 
My dtai tha|) in I ngland would 
von hkt wd>h dots not mean 
would you like to wash vour hands ’ 
It 1 a polite way of asking would you 
like ro urinatt”’ Ihe ntw settler 
made a mi'-ntal note of it Some days 
lat( 1 when he was invited by another 
I nglish fiRiid and aftei he had his 
dunk ht was a,ked by his hostess 
W'ould VO i lik( a wash before I 
strvt dinner-' He itplied prompilv, 
‘ No thank vou madam 1 washed 
I against a tree before coming to youi 
1 house ’ 
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Ra makrishn a_ 

Sarada Mission 
MatriBha van -Hospital 

An Appeal for Funds 

□ Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Matri Bhavan is a 
charitable niaternil\-hospital run under the auspices of the 
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission, Dakshineswar, Calcutta 700076, 
a religious bod\ registered in 1%0 under the Act 1860. 

n Started in 1050 with only 10 beds, this hospital has been 
growing steadily. At present, there are 64 beds, 32 of which arc 
free, an operation theatre, a labour room, a clinical laboratory, 
outdoor clinics and special baby clinics. Medicines are supplied 
free to need\ patients and children. 

11 The cost ol diet, medicines and other services have been 
rising constanllv. 1 oda\ it costs Rs. 10,0(M) per year to maintain 
one free bed. The Matri Bhavan has been running on a deficit 
budget tor sometime. Apart from this, the institution has taken 
up the Poor C'hildren Welfare Scheme since l%7, in which 
high-protein bicad is supplied daily to 200 children Irom very 
low income areas, as well as 56 expectant mothers. 

u d o render better services to the public, the hospital 
needs to be extended. 1'he cost ol the numerous important 
constructions, including buying a plot of land near the hospital 
and maintenance of the wards is about Rs 12 lakhs. 

u We there tore, humbly request the generous public to 
come forvsard and help a noble cause. 

All donations are exempt from Income Tax under Sec 
HOC} of the Income lax Act l%l. 

11 Cheques may be drawn in lavour ol Ramakrishna Sarada 
Mission Matri Bhavan and be sent to the Secretary, 

Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Main Bhavan, 

7A, Sree Mohan Lane,Calcutta 7tK) 026. 

Pravrajika Muktiprana 

General Secretary 
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission 
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j Mrs(Pupui) 

1 Jayakar and her 
team see India 
through the eyes 
of foreigners 
who probably 
want the country 
to stay as a 
museum relic. 
They would like 
us to preserve 
our snake 
charmers, 
dancing girls and 
the rope trick 
because they 
consider them a 
i part of our 
ancient culture. 


Festivals of the Poor 


i n onr conniry, every institution has been 
politicised over the years. Whether it is 
engaged in economic research or prom¬ 
oting art or choosing persons foi diffe¬ 
rent projects or, for that matter, deciding 
the nature of various projects, all institu¬ 
tions depend on what strings they can pull, 
and how hard 

Therefore, I was not surprised by the 
selection of artistes for the hesiivals of India 
in France and America The selectois have 
alway.s shown a iiartiality towards their 
fav'oinites who make up for their deficien 
cies bv pulling stiings Since Pupul javakai. 
the boss of the Festivals, anil Naravanan 
Menon. chief of the SaiigeeT Natak 
Akademy, have been given unliridled pow¬ 
ers, “personal whims” have undetsiandablv 
had a role to play in the selection ol artistes 
After all, they have no set guidelines to 
iollow nor have they laid down anv With 
I such a high degree ot tavouriiism and poli- 
! tical pressure (this time the daughters of top 
civil servants of a stale are in the trourie) it 
i'-' understandable why Yaniini Krishnamur- 
j ihi, lima Sharma and Sonal Mansingh did 
nol find a place among those selected 
But I have not been able to appreciate 
then point Then non selection for the Fes¬ 
tivals IS no leflectioii of their merit. All it 
means is that they are nol as resourieful as 
they once wen- After all, when they wete 
! selected, many deserving candidates were 
left out. My main point of ciiticism against 
Mrs Javakai and her teani is legarding the 
concept o! the Festivals Bv flying elephants, 
camels and bears abioad, they are trying to 
perpetuate the myth th.it India is the coun¬ 
try it was m the days of the Br.'tish Ra| 
Indeed, the country, despite its technical 
apd scientific advancement, is still consi¬ 
dered by many foreigners as a place ol snake 
charmers, caparisoned elephants and naked 
takirs. Most of them do not want to get out of 
their world of make-believe and therefore, 
lelish TV serials like the Jewel in the Crown 
and films like .4 Fassape to India, win ;h toed 
their prejudices. 

I cannot understand why Mrs Jayakar and 
her team are so naive as to imagine that only 
the India of t.ne past will attract foreigners. 
The government’s tourism literature also 
suffers from the same notion Almost every 
brochure shows and mentions elephants, 
camels and courtesans Naturally, when 
foreigners visit India, they are disappointed 
because modern India is different 
Elephants, camels, monkeys and snakes 
there arc, but they do not dominate the 
scene. One leading Indian artiste said, com¬ 
menting on the Festivals, “The government 
is making a monkey of India." I also see no 
point in taking folk dancers, folk singers and 
qawals abroad for these shows. What are 


they supposed to convey? They cannot pro¬ 
vide any entertainment to a foreign audi¬ 
ence because the music is so alien to them 
and they have become so filmi in their 
presentation that they are not even genuine¬ 
ly representative of our cultural traditions. 
.4nd suppose' foreigners do come to India, 
wheie are they exp>ected to find these folk 
I dancers and the rest of the troupe? 

My impression is that Mrs Jayakar and her 
team see India through the eyes of fore¬ 
igners who probably want the country to 
stay as a museum relic. Thev would like us to 
preserve out suake charmers, dancing girls 
and the rope trick because they consider 
them a jiait of our ancient culture. And they 
do not want it to be ruined by modern 
civilisation Their views are much like the 
views most of us share about the changes in 
the countryside. While villagers are reluc¬ 
tant to continue living in 18th-century condi¬ 
tions. we regret the fact that modernisation 
IS ruining their simple lifestyle. 

1 do not want to discuss the cost of such 
Festivals. ( The Festival of India in the US 
has cost 150 nitllion dollars.) But I do want to 
find out if the “interest” in India thus 
created generates enough foreign exchange 
for the country, both in terms of trade and 
the flow of tourists. The experience of the 
last Festival in London was not too happy. 
The British this year are not too favourably 
disposed towaids India, especially on the 
issue of the .Sikhs. Even trade between India 
and Britain has not shown any marked 
I upward trend. In fact, the relations between 
I the two countries are worse than before, 
j The holding of such ‘Festivals’ abroad can 
I be likened to the strenuous efforts of a poor 
man to impress a rich relative—to make him 
believe that he is now better off but being 
misunderstood as still poor. And poor Indi¬ 
ans back in India who have seen part of the 
Festivals, thanks to TV coverage through 
satellite, do .ai times ask each other what the 
spectacle is all about. Maybe, it takes their 
minds off the realities of a hard, dreary 
existence But facts are facts: More than half 
the people do not have even proper drinking 
water facilities. Now there is to be yet 
another Festival in the Soviet Union, fol¬ 
lowed by many more in other countries. It is 
time the government considered what kind 
of India it wants to project. So far the belief 
has been that “there is no business like show 
business" and the more exotic the spectacle 
the better. But is this today’s India? And how 
does all this fitintothe 21st centuryinto which 
Rajiv IS supposed to take the country? 

1 personally think that Mrs Jayakar, who 
has done a tremendous job in reviving old 
handicrafts, is obsessed with whatever is 
I old. She does not seem to know what should 
I be discarded. Old is not always gold. 
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OPINION 


The Video Menace 


A s rightly pointed out by Lekha 
Dhar in Is Video Killing Cinema? 
(9—15 June), television and video is 
threatening the very existence of the 
multi-crore Hindi film industry. Peo¬ 
ple are shying away from theatre 
halls and video pira^ has eaten into 
the vitals of the industry, illegal 
video parlours are mushrooming 
much to the detriment of Indian 
cinema. The government should take 
emergent steps to check the illegal 
video business. 

Nirmaljeet Singh Walia, Calcutta 

• The cover story was absorbing as it 
dealt with a problem which should be 
the concern of all. However, I did not 
appreciate the picture on the cover. 
Sunday could have published a sober 
photograph as it is a family magazine 
read even by children. 

Sameek Guhathakurta, Calcutta 

• I was surprised to learn that the 
government is indifferent to the cri- 
as the film industry is facing. It is 
indeed a pity that an industry which 
contributes a substantial amount to 
the national exchequer is given a 
step-motherly treatment by the gov¬ 
ernment. Prakash Mehra was right in 
suggesting that the industry should 
close down for some time to make the 
government aware of its contribu¬ 
tion. 

B. Ganesh, Jamshedpur 

• I did not appreciate the still from 
Saagar reproduced on the cover. It 
did not do justice to a dignified 
magazine like Sunday. 

Subir Lahiri, Calcutta 


Terror Wave 


T he cover stoi^ on the recent ex 
tremist activities of Sikh terror¬ 
ists was informative (The Sant’s Re¬ 
venge, 19-25 May). While conde 
mning those who unleashed the wave 
of terror in the capital, I must praise 
the restraint displayed by both the 
Hindus and the Sikhs in the face of 
such provocation. 

M.H. Rama, Bhubaneswar 

• The intelligence agencies once 
again failed in the face of a crists 
Strictest punishment should be 
meted out to those who killed and 
maimed the innocents. My deep sym¬ 
pathies for the victims of the bomb 
blasts. 

Shyamal Gupta, Burdwijp 
* Sankarshan .Thakur and Shubhab- 


suNoyor 



rata Bhattacharya’s incisive reports 
on the Delhi bomb blasts were 
thought-provoking. It is unfortunate 
that instead of settling differences 
across the table, a section of the Sikh 
community have resorted to terror 
tactics. Violence begets violence and 
the day is not far off when the Sikhs 
will lose the sympathy of the Hindus. 
Subas Ram, Anandpur (Orissa) 

• M.J. Akbar rightly pointed out that 
the “most dangerous phase in the 
Punjab crisis is always on the eve of a 
settlement." The extremists sought 
to vitiate the atmosphere of cordial¬ 
ity prevailing between the Hindus 
and the Sikhs through random kill¬ 
ings. The emergence of the extremist 
faction as the more dominant group 
was also disturbing The so-called 
moderates in the Akali Dal have 
always lacked the com age to put up a 
strong resistance against the resurg- 
ance of extremism. 

Swapan Basil, (’alcurtu 

_ Leisure Spots 


E very week 1 look forward to the 
Tea.sers column. However, here is 
a suggestion; the numbers given in 
Cryptocross is difficult to decipher. 
An artist should be deployed to write 
out the numbers. 

G. Suhrahmanyam, Vizianagram 

• When will Asterix be back in Sun¬ 
day I used to enjoy the innocent 
jokes of Obolix, the antics of Cacofo- 
nix and the funny ways of Vitalstatis- 


tix and his company. 
Rangan Ganguly, Durgapur 


Tolerant Attitude 

T 'he Koran’s Attitude to Non- 
Muslims (9—15 June) dispelled 
the misconception about the holy 
book in the minds of a section of the 
non-Muslims. The author had dealt 
with the subject honestly. However, 
while mentioning the tafsir of Maula- 
na Azad, the writer remarked that he 
(Maulana Azad) completed only 23 
surahs out of 30. But the Koran 
contains 114 surahs and not 30 as 
mentioned by Dr Zakaria. 

Quazi Shahah Zahir, Bumpur 

• Rafiq Zakaria’s article will remove 
doubts from the minds of those who a 
have misgivings and suspicions about 
Islam and the Koran. All holy books 
should be immune from executive, 
legislative and judicial interference 
and scrutiny and we should all re¬ 
spect what Mahatma Gandhi had 
said: “I hold that it is the duty of 
every cultured man or woman to read 
sympathetically the scriptures of the 
world. A friendly study of world’s 
religion is a sacred duty.” 

S. Hassan Imam, Calcutta 


Misle d L eader 

M .J. Akbar’s interview with G.M. 

Sayed, the Sindhudesh leader, 
was absorbing (26 May-1 June). He 
admitted that Pakistan is a Creation 
of Hatred but he was one of those 
who divided India. And now he wants 
to create another state: Sindhudesh. 
I was happy to learn that G.M. Sayed 
adored leaders like Mahatma Gandhi 
and Jawaharlal Nehru. But he seems 
to have learnt very little of the 
philosophy of Gandhi and Nehru as 
his own views are sectarian and 
parochial. 

M. Waid Khan, Aligarh 

• After going through the interview 
with G. M. Sayed, I remained unim¬ 
pressed by his arguments. Leaders 
like G. M. Sayed and FazlulHaque, 
inspite of having a strong provincial 
base, succumbed to the manipulative 
politics of M.A. Jinnah. They sub¬ 
scribed to the Muslim League’s con¬ 
tention that the Muslims of the sub¬ 
continent were suffering under the 
oppression of British imperialism 
and the dictatorial attitude of the 
Indian National Congress. 

Murad Ali Kader, Chittagong (Bang¬ 
ladesh) 
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i'^ Shim Violence 


Who is R espon sible for t he Sordid Mess? 


S ant Longowal’s view that ‘The 
Sikh hds Begun to Wonder 
Whether He can Live in India’ (31 
March—6 April) made one think 
whether the government was right in 
releasing the Akali leaders and in 
itiating conciliatory moves A Sant is 
supposed to pacify the militants but 
Sant Longowal seemed to incite the 
extremists What is more surprising 
IS the role of the Sikh intelligentsia 
they have so far said nothing against 
the violence in Punjab The Sikhs 
had been pressing for an enquiry into 
the Delhi nots following Indira Gan 
dhi’s assassination, which has been 
granted But what about an enquiry 
into the killing of innocent Hindus in 
Punjab'' 

M R Venkateih, New Delhi 

• Enough harm has been done to the 
country by the obstinate stand of the 
Sikh leadeiship We have lost our 
beloved Prime Minister and the 
country is in a shambles Sant Lon 
gowal known as a model ate should 
persuade his community to give up 
violence 

PN Choudhun Dhaimanagai (Tn 
pura) 


re ledchers Destroying Secon 
ddt\ Education in IJP^ (31 
Match—6 April) was an interesting, 
balanced and thought provoking am 
cle Nirmal Mitra had put forward the 
points of views of both the protagon 
ists Madhyamik Shikshak Sangh and 
the Uttar Piadtsh Parents’ Associa 
tion tUPPA) Howt ver, 1 wish to raise 
a tew n levant points which Mr Cha 
turvedi spokesman of the Parents’ 
Association has chosen to ignore 
Alt teachers the only ones responsi 
bit frir the soriy state of education in 
UP’ Atute power shortage and the 
lolc of the patents are factors that 


should be considered while analysing 
the state of affairs Moreover, Mr 
Chaturvedi should have considered 
the fact that in UP 60 per cent of the 
population live below the poverty 
line and have no means to send their 
children to schools which charge ex¬ 
orbitant fees 

Though I agree that the political 
activities of the teachers have led to 
a worsening of the situation, I fail to 
understand how and from where 
does the UPPA manage to get money 
for printing expensive advertise¬ 
ments in newspapers 
Mdhendra Pratap, Varanasi 



The Irresponsible Press 


S unda, appeals to be a platfortn 
tot airing the grievances of a few 
leaders who while warning all the 
benefits lor then own community, 
igiioie and disrespect othei com 
inunitn s 1 hough freedom of the 
press IS absolutely esse niial, airing of 
sueh Mcws will only tneowago many 
disgiiiniled elements to niiiture rt» 
gional ind communal feelings 
B Bh.ittachai i< i “shdlong 


• In the early Forties, it was the 
British who made the mistake of 
identifying the Muslim League as the 
true I cpresentatives of the Musbms 
What followed was secessionism and 
finally, partition Today, it appears 
that the media, by giving undue 
importance to leaders advocatmg 
communahsm, is following the foot 
steps of the British 
Prashant Kumar Mishra, Jamalpur 


Save Calcutta 


T he photogiaphs of Calcutta repro 
duced in Si ni>a\ bungs out the 
truth in tht Prime Minister’s asset 
tion that Calcutta is a dying cil\ 
(Calcutta, Calcutta 14—20 Apiil) 
However, it you ask a Calciiitan 
about thf slate of the city, he will be 
all praises foi the city Bur most 
outsiders who visit C aleutta often ite 
of the view that the city is ce itaiiuc 
dec aying 

Bhargavi Advaithi, Madras 

• The people of C aleutta and Benga 
lis in particular, have been huit by 
the Prime Minister’s dispai aging re 
marks about the city Sunday seems 
to have added substance to Rajiv 
Gandhi’s remark by publishing 
photographs which only porttav the 
darker side of the city Instead of 


Sour Gossip 


K hushwant Singh’s gossip column 
(19 May) was devoid of any 
sweetness It was quite sour, anel 
very boring If he does not have any 
new ideas, he can always fall back on 
criticising the Congiess(I) Howcvci, 
his item, Guldbi Angte/i (12 May), in 
a previous issue made veiy good 
reading 

Rama Bisht, Meerut 


mne lip service the Prime Minister 
should di something to revitalise the 
city 

Di ina ‘soot, ( ah urta 

• 1 would have a|>preetated our 
Prime Minister s remark had he also 
suggested remedial measuies to stem 
the rot Caleutta has giown of age 
and has withstood many an assault ! 
am suit that the city will weather the 
hue and iry laistd by interested 
patties to denigrate ihc city 

S A Nisogee C ilcutta 

• Ihe Pi mu Miiiisiii is not eompe 
tent i riough to pas a judgement on 
(aleutta siiiei lie haiellv vosits the 
city I lit 11 aif mail V things beautiful 
about lh« city I iteiucsl Si nday to 
publish photographs of the m 

N( Chattcin'i Ah ‘ ir (Piiniah) 

I HousingJProblem^ 

£ y MBs ill 'sc 4 left of Homes (S-- 11 
Mey) clep ud the iiit'sponsible 
beliavioui ol our honourable Mem 
be I- ot I'ai lianient In spite of losing 
th( confide net ot 'he people these 
e\MP, eontmiu to ottupy the 
liousts once allotte-d to them in con 
tra vent ion ol all laws 
Debasis Cho>h Kiishnanagat (West 
B mgal) 


Ta milians are Hurt 

hushwant Singh’s brief write up 
on the Tamilians was unwar 
ranted and uncallc'd for (Gossip 
Sweet and “sour, 5 11 May) The aro 
cle has hurt the sentiments of all 
Tamilians Moreovei, it was unfair on 
the pat t of a renowned journalist like 
Khushwant Singh to use words 
like ‘monsters’ and ‘fellows’ while 
describing the lamilians 
( Palaniappan, Madras 

• The article was in bad taste The 
remarks about the people of Tamil 
Nadu and their culture only exposed 
the contempt the writer nourishes 
against fellow Tamilians When 
effoits are being made to foster 
national unity, such articles are 
bound to drive a wedge between 
communities 

S Ramamurthi, Madras 

• I was surprised that Sunday pub¬ 
lished such a biased piece 
Rdia lyei Calcutta 

Last Letter 


T hanks to Punjab, Delhi, Bihar, 
Tripura, Assam, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh, 
India has achieved national in¬ 
tegration, at least through violence. 
M Garg, Calcutta 
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THE MESS 
MGUMUIM' 

With the caste war already claiming a heavy toll—80 dead and more than 300 
injured since January — Gujarat, the stale where the apostle of 
non-violence, Mahatma Gandhi, was born, is certainly in a mess. Much of 
it is due to chief minister Madhavsinh Solanki’s inept handling of the 
situation which appears to have gone out of his controJ Even the army, 
called out to restore peace, is finding the task difficult as the war threatens 
to spread to the countryside and turn into communal frenzy. To all this, 
CM Solanki has added his own war, a war against the Press, for its 
criticism of the government, especially the police, for actively 
participating in the loot and arson, (jujarat’s (hie/minister, instead of 
putting his own house in order, has retaliated bv beating up several 
journalists and burning newspaper offices TIJSHAR BHATT reports from 
Ahmedabad on Gujarat's continuing agony and examines whv ('M Solanki 

must go if peace is to return to the <-’tate 











A Gujarati idiom —"Doshi 
mare teno bhay nathi, pan 
jam ghar bhali jay tenu 
shun?"—aptly sums up the 
dilemqsia that the centre and Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi face in tack¬ 
ling the four-month-old turmoil in 
the state. The solution that has been 
obvious for quite some time is to 
remove chief minister Madhavsinh 
Solanki. It has also been equally 
apparent that the high command 
would not mind getting Mr Solanki to 
resign, but for the fear of setting a 
bad precedent. The legitimacy of an 
elected government could be 
brought into question by people tak¬ 
ing to the streets, (the Gujarati idiom 
talks about death in a family. The 
family is worried, not so much about 
the death of the old woman who had 
been sick for some time and had 
made life unbearable for everyone, 
but about what would happen if after 
her demise, the god of death, Yama, 
haunted the house repeatedly. ) 

This is precisely why Mr Solanki 
got a reprieve when he held talks 
with the Prime Minister and other 
leaders in New Delhi on 21 June. 
Though dissatisfied with Solanki’s 
performance, the centre wanted to 
act cautiously for yet another reason 
unconnected with the stir. The 
budget for this year is yet to be 
passed by the Gujarat Assembly 
On his return from New Delhi Mr 
Solanki spoke of an action plan being 
implemented to firmly deal with vio¬ 
lence and rioting. It appears that he 
had been told to abide by the cen¬ 
tre’s advice even in the past. Mr 
Solanki refused to divulge the nature 
of the plan being implemented, but 
he will definitely use the lease on life 
granted to him to impress the Con- 
gress(l) high command. 

The situation in Gujarat is marked 
by a curious amalgam of continuing 
violence which has already taken a 
toll of some 170 lives, disrupted the 
economy of the state, and exposed 
the glaring incompetence of the 
barely 100-day-old second Solanki- 
led ministry. There is little doubt in 
political circles, even those close to 
the Congress(I), that the centre 
would have sacked a state govern¬ 
ment for lesser faults and long ago 
had it been a non-Congress(I) minis¬ 
try. After several weeks of investiga¬ 
tion by an all-opposition fact-finding 
mission of members of Parliament 
Mr Solanki was found incapable of 
restoring peace and normalcy in Gu¬ 
jarat. 

Political observers argue that, be¬ 
cause of his ineptitude, a new kind of 
riot' has emerged in the country— 
caste violence intermixed with com¬ 
munal clashes. In the process, the 


COVER STORY 

57-year-old journalist-turned- 
advocate-turned-politician Mr 
Solanki has ended up presenting the 
country and ruling party with a 
nationwide problem: the reservation 
system for backward classes. Before 
his 11 January offer of an 18 per cent 
increase in the quota for the socially 
and educationally backward classes 
(SEBC), there was no visible opposi¬ 
tion to the reservation policy in the 
country as a whole. Even now, no 
opposition party has been able to 
muster enough courage to say that it 
IS opposed to setting apart places for 
the downtrodden. And yet, the Prime 
Minister had to announce that a 
national consensus would have to be 
evolved on reservations for other 




An army jawan patrolling the riot-tom areas 
of Ahmedabad 


backward classes. While the Han- 
jans and tribals enjoy statutory re¬ 
servations, other backward classes 
have been given preserences by indi¬ 
vidual states in varying measures. 
The bungling on this issue by Mr 
Solanki has foiced the centre to talk 
of the consensus now. “Mr Solanki 
can well bi' Hailed as a leader of 
anti-reservatf«nists for what he had 
done to cause doubts about the poli¬ 
cy for other backward classes,” said a 
dissident Congress(l) leader, almost 
mockingly. 

What has been more alarming is 
the lawlessness that has accompa¬ 
nied the anti-reservation agitation 
over the past four months. The agita- 
lors have been insisting that they are 


not responsible for the communal or 
caste violence. One of the conditions 
the movement’s leaders have been 
pressing for is the setting up of a 
judicial probe headed by a High 
Coun judge to look into the causes of 
the violence and determine who was 
responsible for it. 

There have been widespread 
allegations by opposition parties that 
the lumpen elements supporting the 
Congress(l) were behind the blood¬ 
bath. The Congress(I) says the very 
same thing about the goondas be¬ 
longing to the other side. To a com¬ 
mon man, the role of the lumpen 
elements entrenched in the political 
power structure has been horrifying. 
The frequent eruption of communal 
and caste violence and incidents of 
knifing in major cities like Ahmeda¬ 
bad and Baroda has created an 
unprecedented sense of insecurity 
among the people. 

Besides, the Solanki go\er/iment 
has been under pressure from its own 
three lakh employees who have been 
demanding reforms in the roster sys¬ 
tem of accelerated promotions for 
the Harijans and tribals. The em¬ 
ployees have been on an indefinite 
strike since 7 June—for the second 
time in one month—on this issue. 
The employees of the Ahmedabad 
Municipal Corporation too have 
joined the strike now. The govern¬ 
ment claims that the strike had 
evoked a poor response. It was more 
of a public relations exercise than a 
•statement of fact, Irrespective of the 
number of people reporting for duty, 
the work in government offices has 
been badly affected because a major¬ 
ity of the strikers are middle-level 
employees, the backbone of the 
bureaucracy. The case for the remov¬ 
al of Mr Solanki, who has become the 
first chief minister in Gujarat since 
1960 to have completed a full term 
and to have gone into the next, has 
been formidable. One salient feature 
of the handling of the situation in the 
face of the current agitation, laun¬ 
ched in a spectacular manner with 
the boycott of exammations from 18 
February, is the inability of the chief 
minister to assume a position of 
authority. 

The correct handling of such agita¬ 
tions can be a good test of leadership. 
When these agitations go on and 
paralyse normal life, the endeavour 
of the rulers should be to snatch 
away the initiative from the agitation 
leaders by offering concessions in 
such a manner that the stir would get 
defused even as the government 
keeps a brave front. If the record of 
the past four months is any indica¬ 
tion, Mr Solanki has failed to deal 
properly with this agitation. The fai¬ 
lure did not stem from the fact that 
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authorities, some 
men said. The adve 
paign undermined the 
the government. 

The campaign also 
focus from individual newsiiw«®~‘ 
the newspaper organisatidte’., T|M 
government felt that nht onlyiew^' ^ 
some individuals against it—ispe- : 
cially against the chief minister— j 
but some papers, too. On the night 
of 9 June, when the details of the 
arson ar Dariyapur were not yet 
available, reporters in locgl dailies 
tapped their sources in hospitals.. 
Jansatta, of the Express group, pub¬ 
lished the names of the eight ill* : 
fated people. Jayanti Shukla, the 
es-year-old editor, told SusdAY, **It i 
was only meant to give news. ’Jla ! 
community of the.viaiins was not ,! 
identified nor-was any comment''i 
offered. The bo* item simply coh-" j 
tained the names and ages of the ' 
desm." ' '.' i 

What is surprising is that eyeh as ; 
the presses were roiling, the gpy*. < 
ernment got informa^ii abo^ | 
publication of the tepani itfot a$t ‘ j 
order passed and sent (he'ptmce to 
seise some 40,000 copies of the ,i 
paper. Ramesh Bhatt, general mah*-.: 
ager of the paper, -wid thil’i' 
althou^ the Rajkot editioii cA Jbp* . 
satta .had not canfed'tha namiakr, 
some 30,000 copies of that - 

too, weee seised. The sHdshti 
be dtollikf^d in l^r»lirt 
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the Solanki government, having won ! 
149 of the 182 seats in the slate 
Assembly only recently, did not want 
to budge an inch from its stand. Ii 
simply had no sense of timing. The 
result was that by hook or by crook, 
the anti-reservationists extracted 
several concessions without making 
any material changes in their ongii. 
al stand. 

In the proce.ss, the Congress(I) gov¬ 
ernment in Gujarat has found ii.self 
groping in the dark for a face-saving 
formula with the agitators, which in 
turn would undermine its stature in 
the eyes of the backward classes. For 
many of these, Mr Solanki has been 
fallowing a policy of appeasement 
towards the upper castes, just to 
continue in power. The genesis of the 
turmoil is worth restating briefly to 
underline what a futile confrontation 
it has been. On 11 January Devji 
Vanvi, a junior minister in the first 
Solanki team, announced that the 
quota of the SEBC would be raised 
from the current ten per cent to 28 
per cent, taking the total reserva¬ 
tions, including the 21 per cent for 
the Harijans and tribals, to 49 per 
cent. It was a political step since the 
Assembly polls were round the cor¬ 
ner. What baffled many at that time 
and what confuses many even now is 

\ the hurry with which the decision 
_ ■■■ - 


! was taken, since Rajiv Gandhi had 
led the Congress(I) to a spectacular 
victory in the Lok Sabha polls. In 
Gujarat, the party bagged 24 of the 
26 Lok Sabha seats leaving little 
doubt about how it would perform in 
the state elections too. Supporters of 
Mr Solanki explain that he wanted to 
make doubly sure that the Congres- 
sfl) would win a massive victory. On 
the other hand, his opponents within 
the party say he was unsure if he 
would be drafted as chief minister 
foi another term, and so he wanted 
to go out in a blaze of glory as the 
saviour of the backward classes. In 
retrospect, it now seems this was an 
altogether unwarranted step. 

The rationale behind the increase 
was understandable Or 'he basis of 
their population, the backward clas¬ 
ses could stake a claim for even a 
higher quota of reservations. But the 
St heme went wro-.ig in its finer de¬ 
tails. The Raiie Commission, on 
whose recommendations an increa.se 
of 18 per cent wa's being offered, had 
also recommended adoption of the 
economic criteria, to decide the 
group of other backward classes 
(SEBC) who are to be given prefer¬ 
ence by the state government. The 
commission criticised the caste 
criteria adopted in doing this,arguing 
that it tended to reinforce the caste 


barriers rather than demolish them. 

It is pertinent to remember that the 
original stii was against this hike for 
the SEBC and had nothing to do with 
the reservations for the Harijans and 
tnbals. Politically also, it would have 1 
been a justifiable step to raise the [ 
quota since 73 per cent of the voters 
belonged to the four KHAM groups 
of the Kshatriyas, Harijans, Adivasis 
and Muslims. The mischief lay in the 
fact that not only did the Solanki 
government retract the economic 
criteria suggested by the Rane Com¬ 
mission, it also did not add groups of 
people to the list of 82 SEBC gruups. 
One of the intentions behind the 
Rane exercise was to increase the 
number ot these groups because 
there were complaints that many 
other deserving backward groups 
had been left out of the list of 82. 

T he way in which the Solanki 
ministry handled the commis¬ 
sion’s report and arrived at its deci¬ 
sions smacked of political dishones¬ 
ty. This became even clearer in 
February when within six weeks or 
so of the decision, an agitation was 
started against it. The government 
said it had not implemented the 
decision to hike the quota, leaving it 
to the new government. It had also 
set up a committee headed by 
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H^roobhai Mehta, an MP from 
I ► A.hmedabdd and a close associate of 
Mr Solanki, to identify the new 
groups to be added to the list of the 
SEBC The message was clear If the 
voters returned the CongresstI), 
some of the backward groups could 
be added to the list A governmental 
policy decision otherwise justified 
was transfotmed into a political gim 
mick to catch backward class votes 
If the government was scheming 
Its opponents did not seem to be 
doing anything less culpable The 
announcement of the hike resulted 
in an agitation, a month aftei it was 
made One plausible explanation for 
the development is that the anti 
reservationists weic waiting foi an 
opportune moment to striki Ihis 
came when the pielimin irv c samma 
nons in colleges and annual e xamiiia 


t 


tions in schools wtie lound the cot 
ner The boycott was successful and 
the cximmaiions wcic put oft De 
spite this success the agitation ton 
tinned on a low kes betaust e\f n the 
opposition parties were not in 
tcrested in alienating the massive 
batkwaid class \ott bank b\ speak 
ing out dgaiiiit rescivations I he stii 
gafheitd momentum as Mi Solanki 
enteied office foi the second ttiin in 
March and a/>.iiid/j was called toi IS 
March On Iti Maicli Mi S ilanki 
gave in jiuiting ott the hikt bs a 
year Still the igitatms anticipatnif 
success went ahe id with then 


bandh 

That night communal violciiic 
erupted toi the hist tinii dining the 
cuircm stii Howcvei no one till 
today could fulls t\pl nn why the 
clash took plati pnticularlv he 
cause till Muslims aic not he in filed 
vers much bs itstrsaiions \ iii us 
theones have been lioaiing aioiind 
about how tin violcnci began Some 
accuse the BIP of iiiciting ii othi rs 
saj that the Coiigie ^(1) vsith its 
lumpen elements had a hard in it 
and again some oiheis say that it was 
the goimefas who started it Commun 
al violence has been bicaking out 
quite legularlv since then The 
affected arenas include Danyapur 
Kalpur, Jamalpur Raipur Raikhad 
Saraspur, Rakhial Bapunagar and 
Odhav On 22 Api il the turmoil took 
on a more trightening dimension 
when, following the muider of police 
head constable I axman Dtsai bv a 
mob in Khadia, policemen lesolted 
and went on the rampage Halt a 
dozen newsmen wore roughed up, 
the offices and press of the Gujarat 
Samachar, a staunch critic of iht 
chief ministei, and a small knglish 
daily. Western Times, were gutted 
and those of the Indian Lvptess and 
Jansatta, too, were attacked The 
army repulsed the attacks on the 
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ProcessfaNi of Vbl^mdil 



F or tho state government 

had been trying to persuade the 
head pnest Mahant Kambarahadas 
p and the trustees of the Jagdeesh 
temple m Ahmedabad not to take 
out the tiaditional Rath Yatra 
(chariot processton) of Lord Jagan- 
nath, Bdfaram and Subhadra on 20 
June The Yatra is usually taken 
out from the temple in Jamalpur 
and passes through Khadia, Saias 
pur, Danyapur, Shahpur and Delhi 
Chakla before returning to the tern 
pie m the evening The police had 
refused permission for the Yatra 
after ail efforts to persuade the 
temple authorities failed However, 
the talks continued till past mid 
night and there was a great deal of 
confusion on the morning of 20 
June In fact, the home minister 
Amarsinh Choudhury had gone to 
bed late in the night believing that 
It would not be taken out But the 
next morning the Yatra was taken 
out In defence of the authorities 
The early morning scene was like 
something out of a movie of the 
medieval times Elephants were 
used to break open doors The tem 
pie elephants pushed aside police 
\ etudes which were paiked outside 


tjie temple to ^the . 

Vay Outwfrted, the pt^bki* 
leased 300 com irtwa tfje- 
stalls and latet' Wf’ 

elephants Outside theii yRKji 
Sion Chariots bearing tbP i 
were hastily brought om 
elephants had done thair 
Hundreds of people milled 
and the large police force was 
able to force the Yatra to 0 W i| 
could lead to a stampede 
Eveiything was peaceful till dhf 
Yatra reached Saraspur m the 
afternoon The processionists Jl> 
sisted on passing through the wrife« 
torn Danyapur and Shahpur areai 
despite official pleas After the Yim 
ra had wound us way through tijese 
localities m the waUed cte, fifdht* 
ing broke out between Oval groups 
which hurled stones at each ^ther 
The army fired 15 roipids to quell 
the noting at three places in 
Danyapur and Shahpur, killing six 
and wounding 11 The teosi(H)i in 
Ahmedabad giew worse, thanks to 
the incident and the fact that the 
Rath Yatra this year coincided with 
Id The authorities fumbled again 
and made the matter still worse. 
Tumh» Btmtt, MmmMual 


/\pi<ss -ind Jansatta olfitts I his 
I appjienth vsa, the climax ot the 
I ammo-.it\ which was tniildinf? up be 
twttn the state govcinmcnt and the 
. pitss (ste box Item) The polic< n 
colt brought tin [HopU into con 
tiontation with the guardians of the 
law lollowing lepotts ot police ex 
, cesses in several localities the public 
I was tuiious On the night ot 9 Max 
I police sub inspcctoi Malicndiasmgh 
Rana was shot dead by some iioteis 



Gujarat CM Madhacsinh Solanki 


I Ihc blanit loi the killing fell on the 
1 niinoiitc cominuniiy with the Hin 
dus c losing in behind the police now 
' On 11 May for the fust time the I 
chief ministei hcici talks with 10 
tc pre s« Illative s of the Akhii Gujaiat 
\ all Mahamaiidal jpaitins associa ^ 
lion end the Akhil (lUjaiat Navrach 
n 1 S imit a student's bodv to sort 
out ditteiences that could lead to the 
v\iihib.iwtil ot the stii The talks 
1 tiled because tht agitators at the 
hcighi ot their movement demanded 
total abolition of the rcscivation svs 
I itm and a judicial piobe into the 
I violence The next lound took place 
on ^0 Al IV wht n both sides modified 
then stand The agitatioriisi ■, aban 
done d the ii demand foi total aboli 
turn but insisted on strapping off of 
the IS pel I ent hike and leconsidera 
non of the cuiunt ten per cent 
quota 10 ) and a pidicial probe Ihe 
govtinmint s nd it has an open mind 
on tht piobc and that the hike had 
be tn put off Then the pendulum 
swung awav to violence once more 
The call foi a Gujatat bandh on 7 
[line (oincided with the beginning ot 
tht mdctinite strike bv government 
employees and came in the middle of 
1 fivt day business bandh horn 5 
I luiiebv thousindsof shopkeepeis,in 
1 proti St against the failure ot the law 
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and order machinery in Ahmedabad. 
Communal violence broke out once 
more in the Dariyapur area where 
eight people, including three women 
and two teenagers, were burnt to 
death in a house set on fire during a 
clash on 9 June. Six others were shot 
dead by troops in an operation 
against street fighting. There were 
several incidents of stabbing, too. 

Several points need to be under¬ 
lined. First, although the govern¬ 
ment went on making concessions, 
the latest being in response to an 
appeal by the Gujarat Nagrik San- 
gathan, a citixens’ forum, the agita¬ 
tors have derived tactical advan¬ 
tages, refusing to withdraw the stir 
on one pretext or the other. The 
Sangathan’s appeal came on 8 June 
and the Solanki government tena¬ 
ciously clung on to it like a drowning 
man holding a straw. While on the 
one hand the government wi^ 
not able to get the better of the stir 
leaders in the deal, on the other, it 
has been reluctant to see the police 
revolt for what it is. It chooses to 
de.scribe it as “commotion or excite¬ 
ment in the force.” Despite severe 
erosion of its authority all around, 
the government ha.s been reluctant 
to use the army. Firstly, it called in 
the troops rather late. Even when it 
was facing the police revolt, it did 
not give the army enough powers to 
act decisively. Then, on 10-11 May in 
the wake of the killing of the police 
sub-inspector, the government en¬ 
trusted the maintenance of law and 
order to the troops in the walled 
areas of Ahmedabad. Even then it 
was a curious situation. The walled 
city had not been handed over to the 
army. The jawans had replaced the 
policemen but, eventually, their su¬ 
periors had to secure civilian consent 
for their actions. 

Over the past weeks, the coordina¬ 
tion between the army and the civi¬ 
lian authorities has left a lot to be 
desired. Army officers have been 
privately complaining of a dearth of 
intelligence reports being given to 
them by the police. On the other 
hand, the police too were not very 
happy at being excluded from the 
walled city since it was an admission 
of their failure. When on 9 June the 
communal flare-up took place, 
Dariyapur was facing an indefinite 
curfew and under the charge of the 
army. The ferocity of the violence 
stunned the army and restricted 
movement in the curfew-bound zone 
even further. But, by and large, the 
incident was seen as a clear indica 
tion of a lessening ol the deterrent 
effect of the troops. Earlier, the mere 
presence of a jawan would help res¬ 
tore peace. This time, violent clashes 
and arson took place in the presence 


of troops. Prolonged exposure of the ] 
jawans to the civilian areas has part i 
ly contributed to this. It would be | 
difficult to quantify the gains of the ; 
army’s presence in the wailed city U ; 
has prevented the snuation from ' 
getting worse, but beyond this it lias I 
had a limited role. “We can control | 
violence, but we cannot conttol pas- ; 
sions,” was how a young officer sum- | 
med up the situation. 

Thus, after 100 days m office the 
second Solanki cabinet looked like a ; 
non-starter, greatly debiliutted bv a ! 
poor sense of timing and worse lac- i 
tics One reason why Rajiv Caiidfu i 
cannot summarily send Mr Soiatiki ' 
home IS that it would mean repeti¬ 
tion of what his mother did in 1074 ' 
when the Chimanbhai Patei ministry j 
was asked to quit. Instead ot peter mg | 
out, the Nav Nirman agitatimi b.ad i 
gone gunning for the .Assembly i 
which too had to be dissolved m spite , 
of a big majority. The legitimacy ol | 
an elected government was thus | 
allowed to be challenged by .street 
action, an idea that should be anathe¬ 
ma in a democracy. The second prob¬ 
lem for Mr Gandhi is to find a 
suitable replacement for Mr Solanki. 
The chief minister has seen to it that 
all his opponents are in the political 
wilderness. There are no dissidents 
worth the name in the legislature 
party. The organisational wing is 
studded with his supporters and his 
Kshatriya clansmen, accounting for 
41 per cent of the people, would be 
unhappy if Mr Solanki were to be 
sacrificed. One or two names like 
that of the Congress(I) MP and a 
friend of Rajiv, Ranjitsinh Gaekwad, 
are being mentioned as possible re¬ 


placement but there is bound to be 
vehement opposition from Mr 
Solaiiki’s supporters Many fear that 
Mt Solanki’s departure at this junc¬ 
ture could aggravate the situation. 
And lastly, even though the chief 
niimster has not been discreet, he i 
has by and large been fighting for the 
niyiect policies The Congress(I) 
higli command cannot forget this. “It 
IS a question of the wrong man im¬ 
plementing and making a mess of the 
right policies,” said a Solanki critic, 
who did not think his departure was 
irnininent 

iMf Gandhi will need to have some¬ 
one who can implement the reserva¬ 
tion policy while neutralising the 
animosity of the agitators, restore 
c<iinmunal harmony and put the state 
.udiiunistration on an even keel. This 
IS a tall order and if u ever trans 
piled that the anti-reservationists 
bad succeeded in getting rid of Mr 
Solanki, there would be no guarantee 
that his successor may not be under 
the same pressures to compromise on 
fundamental issues like resservations. 
The setting up of the Gujarat Ana- 
mat Samarthan Samiti, cutting 
across party lines to support the 
leservation policy by the dissident 
leader, Jinabhai Darji, is the only 
major pro-reservation public body in 
the state so far. This organisation is 
still in an embryonic stage. So, even 
if he IS convinced that Mi Solanki is 
not very useful, the dilemma for the 
Prime Minister is the question as to 
how and when to replace him, with¬ 
out appearing to give up the princi¬ 
ples for which Mr Solanki has been 
battling. 

Tmhar Bhatt, AhmaiUbmt 
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Why Solanki Should Go 

[ he CM s inept hatulluni of I Ik* joii Jkis onh u oj si )k d the sif udfKui ui (ju/uiof 


nt ot N(w 1)< Ihi ■. lit Cl pit'i 
wa\s of expussmf, ilispli i 
suit with a thiit niinistt i is 
to maki liini w iii iKt i * 
he has sought an appointment with 
the Prime Minister Iht Gujarat 
ihiet minister, Madhavsinh Solanki 
had to cool his hetls tii tlit Guiar u 
Bhawan tor more than i day and a 
half befoit he could meet with Kaiiv 
Gandhi on the moininj. ot 21 June 
Solanki had tamped in tht state 
guest house tor most oi the previoui 
day anxiously cxpcctinp a call liom 
iht Piime Ministti s olfitt hut in 
vain Ht sought an appoiiumt nt and 
I was told that the Prime Ministr i was 
i buss Ht was granted one latci but 
1 this too was postponed Solanki wj) 
kept on tentiihook 1 inaltv whet 
solanki did get to set R i()\ Gandhi— 
dti t hi h id I \ii n U d h t u i li 
‘ ipii d In t nil in 1 li iiiui 

t'om the Pi lint Ministir 

Solanki was told how unhappy 'lit 
ttni't was at his tailuie to eontiol 
the law and order situation in f.u 
Mill llielih pi 111 il sources added 
that the chief minister had been 
given a specific time frame within 
which the centre wanted him to res 
tore normalcy in the state Aftei his 


talk' with the Prime Mimsrei 
Madhavsinh Solanki told the press 
that he would bt meeting the Piimc 
Minister again late i in the dav but 
by evening he was on his wav to 
Gandhinagai without having had a 
se eond round with Rapv fj indhi He 
I had been told to pack hi' bags ind gi 
bat k as soon a* possible to look after 
I Hi liters in Gujaiat instead oi wast 
I in> his time in New Delhi But thi 
I Cl litre it seemed stood be tun 1 
S o 1 i ri k i A smiling S o 1 i n k i 
announttd after hi' meeting with 
Ra|u (landbi that he had not bn i 1 
fisked to e|uil Howtyir the centre ' 
vii wed the situation in Guj nat with I 
growing concein J ht Solanki go I 
I fciiimcnt s tailuie to deal with the 
worieniiig law and oidei siiuation in I 
thi state has ipcned the opn ms in | 
(Tiiinat Pailici New Delhi w<i 1 
absolutely dosed l i aii\ uggest on 
of a ill inpe in the le idership N ivv i' 

IS tv'n coiisiilei mg I'll SI Jt'It s i me , 
(Jill of the factors that h is e mtii 
buieJ to this cliatigi 11 oiitl lok is i 
icpori that the AICC(I) join* stem 
div, V N Paul wtio was sent as an 
obstrvei to Gujarat in the secoi d 
week of June has submitted lo 
Makhanlal Fotedai, political ads tser 


to Rape Gandhi It has recommended 
the icmovil of Madhavsinh Solanki 
on SI veral > rounds one of them 
being his tailute tei take command of 
the struation in the state The report 
turthci leiommeiids the* imposition 
ol Kresieient s i ule To 'ake care of 
the fine at of Kshatnva backlash” 
by the- pro Siii mki e lements in case 
of his 11 mo\ al it has bt en suggested 
th i* he he w >rn in a. 1 member of 
the ui lem council of minis'* rs 
Highly pitted MCCiDscui esette 
thi cxcniple of the tome* Bihar 
ihicl mniistti (. handi ishckhai 
sujgh who tftci being leplaced by 
Bindi he 111 Dubty wa inducted 
inti the enti I government to pacify 
till kjipu' loitiv in Rihat The pro 
S il luki (ingis'rncn in Gujaiat 
hast also been \ irniii( that if the 
( M IS le nnvi u 13 4 ukt situation 
u f 1 us III ihi late Iht authors 
o‘ the e lilt c c iml tins by siying 
iliet hi s 111 lavipiakdsh 
Sat 111 tod ly to ttin it nin a poll 
tie il rnoetni nt It is ti rihei argued 
In them th 11 ii pri the tall m 
tiiiidt It w I till till icmosal of Mrs 
indiia (landhi whereas today the 
depinnct >> only lot the removal ot 
Soiinki UnoMig 'ht demand even 
as the s tuation in the rate dt-terio 
rates It cemkt ultimateIv entail a 
simih r demanc* htiiig r used against 
Kajii (.indhi In iddiiion it is also 
said m the re poll th it the ministeiidl 
tc nil ot M idh iv'inh Soienki is not 
capibU uiouj I) to rescue Gujarat 
from lilt mill i ■, it is in today I he 
hit'll comm iiid )i is taken note of all 
the SI iHiHit 1 nsi d in the teport and 
isketpirg Cl lose watch iiti the std'e 
Soianki h is gorit haik to (jujarat on 
I III il junod if he tail to deliver 
thi , oods the i emit < onld act on the 
rcpoit ■. Ill nnmendaiion 

A initnr vi nplaini hd> been made 
about thi K ' itriyj Sabha in the 
iipot' Ill torn niion was alleged 
1\ oil a 11 td by Madhay inh Solanki 
'll r ixmipiir I ne ai Baroda on 2 June 
It wd' iddtissed by 1‘hwar Singh 
( h ivda rtu father in law of Madhav 
sinl Solanki and a Membei of Parlia 
mem Ihc others who were present 
included Amat Singh Rathwa, Ajit 
Singh Dhabi Natwarsmh Solanki— 
dll MPs—and Mahendrasinh 
Chduhan, a local MLA According to 
repaits, a Shastra Puja was per- 
foimed at this Sabha Mahendrasinh 



PM Rgjiv Gandhi with hoim minisiei S B ( hacan unhappy 
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Chauhan held a sword while those 
present pledged that it was only the 
right of the Kshatriya to rule the land 
and that Gujarat’s heritage tame 
from Karansinh Waghela (ruler of 
the last Kshatriya dynasty of Gu¬ 
jarat) Not only did the members of 
the Sabha display an unbridled 
Kshatriya chauvinism, but they also 
issued a challenge to the central 
leadership of the Congtess(I) Said 
Mahendrasinh Chauhan, the Con 
gress(l) MLA “We constitute 52 per 
cent of the state’s population We 
have solely been instrumental in put 
tmg the Congress(I) in power The 
Congress survives because of Kshat 
nya votes ’’ The centre has taken 
particular note of this meeting 

M adhavsinh Solanki had arrived 
in New Delhi to take part in the 
information ministers’ meeting dur 
mg which he launched another 
attack on the press, which according 
to him, IS at the loot of the problem 
in Gujarat He demanded “firm con 
trols on the press in the larger public 
interest” and alleged that everytime 
there were signs of normalcy in his 
state “some section of the press had 
excited public passions ” He went on 
to suggest that the Directorate of 
Advertising and Visual Publicity 
(DAVP) should not “encourage” such 
newspapers or journals On the other 
hand, in Gujarat, his state machinery 
was busy bringing down the worst 
kind of repression on the Gujarat 
press which virtually amounted to 
arbitrary censorship 
During the last few weeks the 
information department of the Gu 
jarat government had taken it upon 
Itself to dictate to the press what it 
should and should not do When the 
press refused to budge, the govern 
ment resorted to brute forte On 10 
June, policeman flaunting a hand 
written order of the Gujarat govern 
ment reached the office of the Indian 
Express at 4 am and seued copies of 
Jansattd, the Guiarati daily of the 
Express group fiom the press They 
also prevented hawkers from taking 
copies of the newspapeis foi dis 
tnbution 

Much of Madhavsinh Solanki’s 
annoyance with the press emerges 
from the fact that it has refused to be 
browbeaten Onfurtunaiely ioi him 
the Gujarat press dutifully reported 
all that has been happening in the 
state ever since the beginning of the 
anti reservation agitation It has also 
exposed people close to Solanki A 
recent example its detailed cover 
age of the Mrugesh Jaikrishna affair 
And what has happened in Gujarat 
in the last four months other than 
violence and repeated violence’ The 


toll in June alone was close to 50 
Hundreds were mjured in incidents 
that took place day after day, almost 
as if there was no authority that 
could check them bomb explosions, 
stabbings, arson, carnage, noting, fir 
ing by both the police and the army 
Gujarat continues to slip into disas 
ter The state has not seen a normal 
day’s life for months on end Curfew 
has remained in force most of the 
time, schools and colleges have been 
shut The administration, which till 
today runs from its camp office in the 
Ahmedabad Circuit House, has been 
unable to reverse the tide of vio 
lence The government is struck with 
partial paralysis, a section of the 
employees are not reporting for 
work In protest even business and 
commerce have come to a virtual 
standstill In the first week of June 
nearly 45 trade and business orga 
nisations of Gujarat decided to gu on 
strike to protest agamst the failure of 
the Solanki government to control 
the law and order situation The 
number of such organisations soon 
swelled to 100 and business all over 
the state came to a grinding halt 
Later, in the middle of June, the 
municipal employees of Ahmedabad 
began a civic stir in protest against 
the policies of the Solanki govern 
ment Huge sections of the popula 
non have risen in revolt, because 
Solanki has proved ineffective 
Months after the worst spells of re 
cent violence broke out in March and 
April, he has not even succeeded m 
restormg the confidence of the peo¬ 


ple affected by the iiots Five 
thousand poor, benighted people in 
Ahmedabad city still live in relief 
camps And when the press reports 
all this, Solanki charges it with “sid 
mg with vested interests ” What is 
more, he retaliates with steps re 
miniscent of the dark days of the 
Emergency 

Thus far, the centre has allowed 
Solanki to have his way in Gujarat 
Indeed, the central leadership in 
eluding Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
and union home minister S B Cha 
van have come out in favour of 
Solanki 

Bur certain ievent developments 
suggest that the centre may be tak 
mg a second look at Solanki One is 
the appointment of a five member 
panel of senior Congress(I) leaders to 
set things right m Gujaiat This 
clearly reflects Raiiv Gandhi’s lack 
of confidence in Solanki Otherwise 
he would not have taken the unpre 
cedented step of appointing a com 
mittee invested virtually with the 
powers of Gujarat’s chief minister 
The inclusion of two chief minis 
ters—Narayan Dutt Tewan of Uttar 
Pradesh and Harideo Joshi of Rajas 
than—in the committee itself indi 
cates the seriousness of the situation 
in Gujaiat Obviously the problems 
of Gujarat are important enough to 
take precedence over those of UP 
and Rajasthan And it should serve 
as a clear evidence of Solanki’s 
dwindling stock with the centre 

ta nk a raha n Thakur, Mam DaKd 
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In Defence of Reservations 


/iiiuhhni Ddijj st(j«es (i ( omelnu k nil/i /iis /\iiajn(jt Sununthcin Samiti 


F or four long months, Jinabhai 
Darji, one time political men 
tor of the Gujarat thief minis 
ter, Madhavsinh Soianki 
kept a low profile, even as his toj mu 
disciple was in dire straits over the 
anti reservation stir In 1981 whin 
the first anti reservation agitation 
had been defused and dcfiaica Mr 
Darji a vocal supportci of th< bark 
ward classes had led a couincr 
campaign on behalf of Mt Solnnki 
His silence this time seemed onimous 
to many of his own supporier> 
although everybody knows there is 
no love lost be*ween him and th« (. M 
I anymore Then on '5 lunt Mr Darji 
sent a letter to 16'> people including 
I Sarvodava workti social woikcis 
tradi union leaders and othtt‘unit 
ing them lor a contention in Ahrni 
dabad on lb lunt to detend iht 
reservation puhey 

The convention aroused considci 
able interest because last month Mi 
Dai |i had sent a tclegiam tc the 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi uigieg 
him to impose President s mlc in 
Gujarat to end the prolonpc d social 
strife t)n 2 June the Kshatriya 
I clansmen of Mr Solaiiki had con 
vened a meeting at I axmipur nc ir 
Baroda to pledge thtir suppoir to 
I the CM and his poheus but the 
effort backfired The K h ii was a 
maitial people who foim ibout 41 
pel cent of Gujaiats 14 ttoie 
I population were pi eparing to launch 
' a counlei offensiv* which could U ret 
I to a caste vear in the villages Iht 
convention was attended by several 
Kshatriya Congress(l) MPs and legis 
I lators including Ishwai bhai Chavda 
MP and father in law ol the chief 
minister 

Against this backdiop, the conven 
non took place at Mi Darji s Khet 
Panshad Bhavan, a stone s ihiovs 
from the historic babarmati Ashram 
ot Gandhiji It was decided that tlit 
Gujarat Anamat Samarthan Sami . 
an organisation for the defence it 
reservations would be formed Talc 
ing to Sunday later, Mr Darji said 
that the organisation would stan 
functioning in about a month’s tim - 
He appealed to the members of the 
upper castes who are in favoui ol 
reservations for the backward clas 
ses, to come forward and pay Rs 101 
and join the committee Members of 
the backward communities who join 
the committee will have to pay a 
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d IV s carni.igs as fees Asked why he 
bad kept a low profile, the bSytar 
old k add from south Gujarat said he 
had dclibi r,ittlv done so because in 
1981 when he had sjwken up for the 
backwaid (lasses he had been ac 
Liiscd of siai tine a caste conflict And 
now ihat the government has made 
Its taiid deal he can express his 
opinions 

Ills K’eicnct w IS to the GujJiat 
gov iTinicit unilati'ial announce 
m< lU I I (>ur oft the pioposed 18 pei 
cent hike in rh( quota ot resetvations 
toi tht socially and < coiiomiiallv 
hat kw aid clas ts (SkBC) till a 
naTiotui (oi’sensiis w i< evolved on 
tlie 1 sLit ot I* eikaiioiis and K miri 
lit 1 judicial probe hf ided either by 
a High Coint or Supieme (xiurt 


» I 




llirji Snianki s huglHar 

I judge into the violence of the past 
lour months The dtciMOn followed 
an aop al by he ^ igiik Sangathan, a 
' (iti/tns foi um ill >t includes t he elite 
1 like tin poet ( raashankar loshi, to 
both the givcinment and the ann 
ic'serv itjon st*' to iom« together and 
i put an t c to tht stii Although the 
govcinnu 1 has in-ide Ihcst conres 
sions, tlu igitaiors have not tome to 
the nccoi atinv table 

Mr Dams convention witnessed 
angry speeches by leftist woikers 
such as Ginsh Patel and Achyut 
Ydgtiik and bv the Dalit Panther 
ieadei, valji Patel Mi Darji’s state 
mem ii which he had allegedly un 
plied that there is some justification 
for the opposition to reservations by 


the economically backwaid upper 
caste people 

Mr Darji had mooted this point, 
rather obliquely, in April when he 
had said in Surat that reservations 
would have to stay for the uplift of 
the backward classes However,some 
adjustments would have to be made 
ill view of the sociahstu pattern of 
our society to ensute that the econo 
niically weaker settions also pros 
pered The anti reservationists too 
have been harping on the need to 
adopt economic backward! cs', as one 
of the criteria foi the u s» rvation 
polu V 

1 veil though Mr Darji said *hai his 
vievvs wtie only tent**ivc tht anti 
leservationist inimtdiate'y agreed 
with him Whilt opponents of the 
chief ministtr jioiiited out that a 
die haid prot igoiiist of tht leserva 
tion policy likt Mr Darji could also 
see tht need to hidp the pool in the 
non backward classes, Mi Darji’s 
supporters said that too much was 
being read into his remarks 

Sanal Mehta former tinaiue 
ministei, and a staunih supportei of 
Mr Darji saict at rht couvtniion that 
(he biikwaid clests vumld h.ivc 10 
legtouji it fill V w lilted to d< tend the 
It SI IV ition jiohcv He 

sriesstd that the Aiiamat Samairhan 
Samui would havr to fight for its 
pieseivaiion when the national con 
sensus IS evolvt d oi wht n the consti 
tutionallv apptoved policy came up 
for icvitw in 1989 90 

Political Click v assert that Mr Uar 
ji and his suppoiters art revamping 
their 1980 KifAM platform which 
had welded together the have nots 
Kshatiiyas Hatijans Adivasis and 
Muslims Tht KHAM theoiy had 
spectaculai sue tss both duiing the 
1980 and t98'> elections However Mr 
Darji and hi-, supporteis were denied 
tickets bv rill high command for the 
198S Aysimblv election Mr Daiji is 
now jilanning to cut out Mr Solanki 
and his fodoweis ftom 'his new plat 
lurm 1 1 the have nuts jignificantly, 
although h( had lepiaiedly said he 
was not interested in entering the 
political seem Darji had invited 
different party workeis to the 16 
June convention If the Anamat 
Samarthan Samiti gets going now it 
will be a force to leckon with ■by 
1990, when the general elections wiH 
be due once more 
Tuthsr BMt, Ahmwlated t 
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The Case of the VIPs Son 


Adil Shuhrvar. son of Mohamnia { V'^uiiu.s, a friend of the Nrhru-GancJhI family, was 
jailed for felony in the USA. President Reagan set him free—as u gesture of good- 
MjJ] toivards India. SANKARSIIAN TIIAKUR reports on bow he gut Pis freedom. 


A dll Shahryar flew back to 
India almost unnoticed on I'i 
June, aflei having served a 
little over three ot a 35 yeai 
sentence in Amencan prisons The 
only son of Trade Fair Authority ot 
India’s (TFAl) chairman Mohammao 
Yunus, Shahryai had been convicted 
on five charges including fiaud and 
felony and awarded a 35 yea*- pitson 
teim by Justice JW Kehoe of ihe 
United States Federal Court ot the 
southern district of Florida But Pres 
ident Ronald Reagan, in a rare ges 
tuie. sciawled his signature on the 
order of executive (Icmericv and 
Sbaliiyar was a tree man Iht date 
on the ordet of clemencv embossed 
with a golden seal of the offn e of the 
President of the United States, was 
11 June 1985—the da\ the Indian 
Piime Minister, Raps Gandhi, ar 
lived in Washington to begin his tour 
of thi» United States The Yunus 
family’s links with the Nchru-Gandhi 
household are well known and this 
led opposition leadeis to allege that 
Rajiv Gandhi had himself gone and 
pleaded with the A.merican Picsi 
dent for the telease of Adil Shahryar 
The Ixik Dal chief, Charati Singh, 
said that Shahryai had “obviously 
been leleased at the lequest of Rajiv 
Gandhi' and he questioned the “dis 
crimination shown in the cast of Adil 
Shahrvar ’ A few days latet Hem’ a 
ti Nandan Bahugutia commented that 
the release of Adil Shahryai was an 
“American gilt to India ’’ The Prime 
Minister, however, flatly denied such 
alli gatioiis on his return to India 
Visiblv irtitated when asked about 
Shahryar, the PM told reporters at a 
piess (onfertnee at Palam aiipoit 
that he had not pleaded with anyone 
for the release ol Adi) Shahryar, 
adding that the Indian gewernment 
takes iij) the ta i ol cseiv Indian 
citi/eii 

Adil Shahivar apait firan being an 
Indian citi/tn is also the son of a 
father who wields enoimous intlu 
ence, a point which, e\en the 
memorandum dated 13 Febiuary 
1985 and sent by the Indian embassy 
in Washington to the United States 
state department pleading for Add 
Shahrvar’s clemency, does not fad to 
siiess “He tAdd Shahryar),” says a 
part of the 12 page memorandum, “is 


the ‘Oil ot Mohammad Yunus, who 
held important positions in the gov 
eminent of India, such ai ambassa 
doi to Algeiia, consul general in San 
Iiamisco, Prime Ministei’s special 
envos and head ot diplomatic mis 
sioiis in several countries The pen 
noner s mother is also a highly t*dii 
Ciited ladv who has held sescial 
lespoiisible positions in teaching in 
stitutions and goveinment ” The 
memorandum then goes on to plead 
the case of Adil Shahryai on vaiious 
counts I 

Isarliei the I erieral C ourt ot Floi i 
ida had indicted Shahryai on fne I 
gi ounds 

• An .itiompiio plai t anexplnsnc in 
a vessel of foreign ugistrariin in 
violalion of 18 USCS 2'^75 Ihc suit 
ence 15 \ears iii jail, 

• using an explosive to comm ' a 
felony to w’lt wire fiaud m violation 
of 18 ISUSllAd Ihc sentence live 
yeais in ,ail 

• making a false* statemi nt to the 
United States government contained 
tn a shippet’s oxpoit doclaiation in 
violation of 18 USCS 1001 The scut 
ence five years in jail. 



Adil Shahryar 


• making a tiiebomb in violation of 
26 USCS 5822, 5861(F), 5871 and 18 
USCS 2 The sentence five vears in 

bill, 

• wiie fraud in violation of 18 
USCS 1143 Tht sentence five years 
in jad 

The memoiaiidum ot the Indian 
embassy in Washington attempts to 
couniei all five chaiges They pre¬ 
sented a case saving that for most of 
tht charges There were no evidence 
And in uiy case 'hc'ie was iiti dam¬ 
age to any ship oi othei property In 
othti wolds. It wa as Add Shahryar 
jKU (t I tuui brain’ sc heme, a set up 
set lofcnitiv It is fuither con 
t( tided 10 'he memo) indiim, for e* 
impic mat iht st nt» tut of 15 yeai j 
ioi an alltgici a’temiH tvi plate an 
opiostve I o a b teign vessel is re 
I iticirkabk* i,' view ol the *art that no 
vessel wa^ in tht port nor was 
anv vessel damaged ” Regaiding the 
nianuf.ci tiiif and jdacement of two 
f 11 ebentbs in the container which was 
I ti> have been on the ship sailing from 
j Miami 10 London, Shuliryar pleaded 
that he < ouid never have been linked 
with It as he had no access to the 
cont liner in tjuestion ” On the 
allegation ihai Shahivar made a 
false statement to the US govern¬ 
ment in a shipper’s export declara¬ 
tion, the memorandum holds the 
view that Shahivar could not have 
done this as “the declaration was 
made by an employee of the Sentry 
An Freight (a freight foiwarding 
company in Miami)” and that he 
(Shahryar) himself “neilhei signed 
nor dictated its contents, nor was he 
given a copy ol it ” 

The memorandum also picks on 
other points to make a case of an 
“unjustified” and “unduly seveie” 
sentence It says that Shahryar was 
not afforded speedy trial as manda¬ 
tory undet section 3161(B) of the 
Speedy T rial Act The memorandum 
also maintains that Add Shahryar 
was not given an opportunity to 
gather evidence in his favour be¬ 
cause he was all throughout in jail. 
One of the reasons it gives for the 
consideration of the clemency peti¬ 
tion IS that Adil Shahryar “did not 
have a counsel to represent him on 
the federal charges until 13 January 
1982 ” 
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." I ,.. . 1 . . . ... 

Advant^ Foreigner 


A r^ courts sutpposedl to 

take a laniattt vtaw d( the 
crimes committed in India by fore¬ 
igners? The memorandum Submit¬ 
ted to the United States depart- 
I ment of state by the embassy of 
India in Washington stiggests such 
a measure. To quote from the 
memorandum: “the practice of the 
Indian courts in respect of con¬ 
victed foreigners, including Amer- 
itm tdtisensy has been to impose a 
l||at Sentence end order curtall- 
mtmt of their visas so that they may 
return to their ovm countries rather 
than he condemned to s^end long 
pmodfi in prison in an alien en> 
vfrotuhent. This practice is fol- 
losved even in the case of those 
convicted of serious offences, im 
eluding dealing in narcotics and 
i^e imh a past criminal record,.." 
toe memorandum was submitted to 
the US state department on 13 
February 1985. Aux)und the same 
time, (martes Sobhraji a French 
national, was completing his seven- 
year prison term in India. 

the Lok bil leader, H.N. Sghugu- 
na, commenting on the govern* 
ideht’s role in getting Shabryarre- 
leased. said, "it makes India kmk 
stnidl in our own eyes." Fie pointed 
Out that despite government de- 
n^s the fact was thm' the Indian 


embassy had pleaded Shahryar’s 
case in its memorandum No. WA3i/ 
CONS41S/46/81 dated 13 February 
1985. "The Prime Minister being 
the external affairs minister is re¬ 
sponsible for this," said Bahuguna. 
Bahuguna asked the government to 
secure the release of Indians in 
Pakistani iaiis as also the jbidians in 
West Asian jails, who had been 
acquitted by courts, but their cases 
had not iieen taken up with the 
concerned authorities. 

It may be recalled that in the 
past, efforts had been made for the 
release of Add Shabryar by unoffi¬ 
cial channels, gome years bav'.k the 
Oaladhari brothers of Dubai had 
offered their good offices. lUe re¬ 
lease of Shahryar having coincided 
With the date of Hajiv Gandhi’s 
arrival in Washington has certainly 
raised some embarrassing ques¬ 
tions. Firstly, will the government 
of India in future also plead for 
Indians plated in similar predica¬ 
ment? Also, with terrorist threats 
persisting, if a foreign national 
conunits some untoward act in In¬ 
dia, will the Courts be expected to 
impose a ll^t sentence, as sug¬ 
gested by the Indian embassy in 
Washington? 

gMVMnW* S M lH hu ym, N»w IMM 


A dil Shahryar owned a corpora¬ 
tion known as the Caribbean 
International Investments Inc in the 
United States, which dealt mainly 
with the import and export of goods 
In 1981, he entered into a contract 
with M/S Shapton Products, a Lon 
don-based company, for the supply of 
25,000 video tapes at a cost of 
2,43,750 dollars (about Rs 21,93,750) 
On 3 August the same year, Carib¬ 
bean International Investments 
obtained a letter of credit for the 
same amount from the American 
Express Banking Corporation of New 
York. The condition (or granting the 
letter of credit was that the shipment 
of 25,000 video tapes to Shapton 
Products had to be made by 30 
August 1981. 

Then, says Shahryar, he contacted 
Bill Hill, executive vice-president of 
“3M,’' manufacturers of video casset 
tes, through Dick Lawson, who was 
one of Shahryar’s employees. He 
placed an order for the supply ot the 
required number of video tapes and 
“relied upon Lawson and Hill to 
ensure that the consignment bo 
ready for shipment by the due date *’ 
In the meantime, Shahryar also went 
to Sentry Air Freight and arianged 
foi a 20 feet long container to be sent 
from Miami to London. He then 
ordered 4000 pounds of IBM cards- - 
part of an additional consignment— 
from a company called the Sunshine 
Recycling Warehouse and requested 
Sentry Air Freight to have a contain¬ 
er sent to Sunshine Warehouse 
where the IBM cards could be 
loaded. Thus, pleads Adil, once he 
had placed the order, he could not 
have had anything to do with the 
container at all. The matter was 
between Sentry Air Freight and Sun¬ 
shine Recycling Warehouse. 

The story of Adil Shahryar actually 
began on 27 August 1981 when he 
whs “invited to the Sheraton Beach 
Hotel in Miami by Lawson and Hill 
and told by them that as timely 
delivery of the cassettes could not be 
ensured, they proposed to bring a 
damaged container which would not 
be accepted by the ship and that, in 
this way, the contract could be kept 
alive.” Adil Shahryar says that he 
“opposed the design” of Hill and 
Lawson but why Uien did he net 
inform the police of it? 

Two days later, on 29 August 198 1 , 
the hotel where Shahryar was 
staying caught fire. Adil Shahryar 
was arrested on charges of setting 
fire to the hotel but he alleges that it 
was Lawson, who he thinks was an 
“FBI informant,” who did the mis¬ 
chief. In April 1983, Shahryar was 
acquitted of the charge of setting fire 
to the hotel in the absence of any 
evidence. But by this time, the FBI 


had framed other charges against 
him relating to the shipment of the 
video cas.settes to London And in 
this case, the operative part seems to 
have been the date 30 August 1981 
on the expirv of which the letter of 
credit of 2,43,7.50 dollai s given by the 
American Express Banking Corpora 
tion of New York to Shahryar’s firm 
would not have held good. Shahryar’s 
firm had been unable to ship the 
consignment of video cassettes by 
that date. On the jiier of the Miami 
port lay a container full of paper and. 
according to the investigation con¬ 
ducted by FBI agent Neahls, two 
firebombs contained in five-gallon 
plastic jugs which Adil himself had 
bought. Fu'ther the FBI investiga¬ 
tions also found timing mechanisms 
attached tc the plastic jugs. The FBI 
also found an agreement for the 
shipment of video cassettes from 
Sentry Air Freight as also a note from 
the apartment of Adil Shahryar’s 
roommate, which read; “August 31 D 
Day-1, Maduro Lines, Ludwing- 
shaifen.” Ludwingshafen is the name 
of the ship on which, the prosecution 
said, the container with the fire¬ 


bombs was sought to br. loaded On 
this evidence, they built up a case of 
fraud and felony against Shahryar. 
They said that he had the opportun¬ 
ity to place the iirebomh-- in the 
(ontainer, even though the tians 
portation had been handed ovei to 
the freight firm,because “the appel¬ 
lant had the necessary access as he 
was a customer of the paper com¬ 
pany ’’ 

The petition on behalf of Adil 
Shahryar, however, disputes this evi¬ 
dence Adil admits he bought the 
plastic jugs but says that he did so at 
the instance of Dick Lawson Adil 
admits that there was an agreement 
for the shipment of video cassettes 
but says it was not an invoice Furth¬ 
er, his contention is that the note 
which records the departuie of the 
cargo-ship Ludwingshafen was not 
written by him A most pertinent 
point that the petition raises time 
and again in Shahryar’s favour is that 
since there was no damage to any 
ship or property the sentence pro¬ 
nounced on Adil was unjustified. In 
American criminal law however, an 
attempt to commit criminal offence 
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is sufficient ground to punish a 
person. 

Even if there is substance in Adil 
Shahryar’s assertions, several ques¬ 
tions remain unanswered. Why did- 
not Shahryar inform the police when 
he knew on 27 August 1981, that Hill 
and Lawson were doing something 
illegal? When he knew that the video 
cassettes could not be procured by 30 
August, the last date of shipment, 
why did his company not call off the 
shipment order? Why was the con¬ 
tainer with the firebombs sitting on 
the pier? And yet another important 
question: If, as Adil Shahryar main¬ 
tains, he had been wrongly impli¬ 
cated and the prosecution’s case was 
full of loopholes, why did he not 
appeal to the Supreme Court, instead 
of seeking executive clemency from 
the President of the United States? 

Supreme Court senior advocate 
Ram Panjwani, Adil Shahryar’s Indi¬ 
an counsel, who made nearly half a 
dozen trips to the United States to 
get his client released, says that legal 
opinion in the United States main¬ 
tained that it would have been better 


to seek executive clemency rather 
than appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Incidentally, 
Shahryar’s appeal against the jail 
sentence in the Federal Court of 
Appeal, 11th Circuit, had already 
been rejected in 1983. 

On 1 May 1984 fresh efforts began I 
to bring Shahryar out of American | 
jails when Ram Panjwani filed a 
petition for executive clemency in 
the office of David C. Stephenson, an 
attorney in the department of justice 
of the United States administration. : 
Subsequent to that, the help of in¬ 
fluential persons both in the United I 
States administration and the gov- | 
ernment of India was sought. Archi- I 
bald Roosevelt, grandson of Presi- | 
dent Roosevelt, was of great help as i 
also the director (international rela- | 
tions) of the Chase-Manhattan Bank i 
Inc. A former US ambassador to I 
India also helped out in the case. | 
“Some of the officials in the United 
States administration,” said Ram I 
Panjwani, “were very helpful.” On 
the Indian side, top officials, minis¬ 
ters included, lost no opportunity to 
remind their counterparts in the Un- j 
ited States to “keep in mind” the j 

case of Adil Shahryar. On one occa- i 
Sion, it IS reliably learnt, P.V. Nara- i 
simha Rao, then the external affairs I 
minister,had personally talked to the I 
United States secretary of state, j 
George Shultz, about it. And then, \ 
finally in February 1985, the Indian | 
embassy in Washington tdok up the ! 
case and forwarded a long petition in ' 
favour of Shahryar to the US state I 
department. 


A dil Shahryar was sitting out his 
35-year sentence in the max¬ 
imum security prison in Leaven¬ 
worth, Kansas, when the message 
from the US Ihresident arrived.' 

According to the terms of fais 
sentence, he was not eligible for 
parole until 30 August 199.1.'He was 
imprisoned for very serious drimes.. 
But the US President. Ronald 
Reagan, set all that aside when h6 
granted Mr Sbahryar^s petition for 
executive clemency and fotmally 
commuted his sentetme to the time' 
already served since 17 1982, 

Was it justice or poliHcs wluch 
prompted Mr Reagan to set Mr 
' Shahryar free? 'The White House, 
department of state, and the de¬ 
partment of justice are all silent on 
this issue. Aware that Mr 
Shahryar’s release has stirred a 
controversy in India, US govern¬ 
ment officials have been quick to 
point out that Mr Shahryar first 
filed a petition for an executive 
grant of clemency on 1 May 1984— 
over a year ago—and that the peti¬ 
tion went through all the routine 
channels. It was received by the US 
pardon attorney, who reviewed the 
case, gathered all the relevant in¬ 
formation and then submitted it to 
the US deputy attorney general, 
who eventually forwarded the case 
to the White House for the Presi¬ 
dent’s con.sideration. What US offi¬ 
cials fail Co point out, however, is 
that executive clemency for prison¬ 
ers is rare in the United States, 
especially under an administration 
which came in to office pledging to 
be “tough on crime.” In fact, since 
Mr Reagan has entered office, 726 
requests for commuTation of sent¬ 
ences have been received. But the 
President has granted only 13. 

Moreover, hfc Shahryar was no 
ordinary prisoner. The son of one pf 
Mrs Gandhi’s close advisers, he had 
the force of the Indian government 
arrayed behind him. While einbas- 
.sies normally assist their citiadns 
who are caught in the legal system 
of another country, the Indian 
embas.sy in Washington went to 
extraordinary lengths to -aid Mr 
Shahryar and followed his ease 
closely, consulting both Ml" 
Shahryar and US govermnent plfi- 
, cials, In fact, the embassy wrotd an 
extensive brief which was submit 
ted to the department of justice in 
support of Mr Shahryar’s petkitm 
for clemency. It also wrote to the 


-departmgiH: of state on Mr 
Shaluqmr*s jbehalf. The Indian offi¬ 
cials, argued’that in IndiV 
igut^; cmridcted of serious hrimes 
are tisufdly given li(^t sentenoes 
and allowed to leave the country. 

. . '1^'nature of the recommenda-. 
tidn made fay the US'pardon attor-. 
ney to President Reagan after re- 
fifr Shghryar’s case, is not 
clemr: '‘duch .rd^Bkuundations are 
heitt' cmtHden^.' He may have 
agreed with the Indian embassy 
that. IIt Shhhtyar had been 
framed<—'that, tbe American 
basinessmen, Dick lawson and Bill 
HiU^ who, Mr Sfaai^ar claims, were 
supposed to provide him with the 
tapes, werethe real perpetrators of 
the fraud, and that Mr Shahryar 
was an imnocem in the game. (The 
two' jliUerfcaas supposedly disr- 
Append Without a trace)- But it is 
noteworthy that the US President’s 
commutation of sentence was not a 
“pardon”,. It merely says that Mr 
l^ahryar had served enough time 
for the crime he committed. 

Regardless of Mr Shahryar’s guilt 
or innocence, it seems likely that 
without the. Indian government’s 
backing and .Mr Reagan’s munifi¬ 
cence, Mr Shalnyar might have lan¬ 
guished in Prison fix many more 
years. He would have been eligible 
for parole in 1991, but “good beha¬ 
viour* counts in parole decisions, 
and Mr Shahryar had shown him¬ 
self to be an abusive and unruly 
prisoner. In fact, Mr Shahryar was 
transferred from the medium- 
security facility in El Reno. Oklaho¬ 
ma to the maximum security US 
penitentiary in Leaven-worth, Kan¬ 
sas, last May,, for “disciplinary” 
reasons,. 

In the US, Mr Shahryar’s case has 
drawn little attention. One official 
with the US Bureau of Prisons 
sounded bitter about Mr Shafaryar’s 
reprieve. Though he chose his 
words carefully because of the 
clamp of secrecy, he repeatedly 
drew parallels with di* case of 
Patty Hearst, the heiress to tho 
Hearsf fortune who was convicted 
for. her role in an armed bank 
to$b^y committed by, the Sym- 
bibneke Liberation Army, A cbm. 
iroveifiy had erupted When Presi¬ 
dent Jimmy Carter granted imr a 
commutatian of sentence. It was 
alU^.d’'^t money and infltmnce. 
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Am Innocent” 


many jails did you go 
K Utoin the United Scares? 

A: Altogether five. First at 
Miami. Then Georgia, Okla- 
homaTMissouri and finally Kansas. 

Q: Were you released from 
Kansas? 

A: Yes. 

Q: You have made various com¬ 
plaints about your treatment in 
American jails... 

A: Yes, it was a harrowing experi¬ 
ence. Jails are universally bad, no 
matter where they are, but in my 
case, they were deliberately subject¬ 
ing me to a great deal of harassment. 
But I was convinced in my mind that I 
was innocent and that, in this case, 
there was a miscarriage of justice. I 
used my time in jail to obtain a lot of 
evidence against my false conviction 
and I instituted 17 lawsuits in diffe¬ 
rent district courts, appellate courts 
and the Supreme Court of the United 
States and I sent many complaints to 
the justice departments... 

Q: What happened to all those 
complaints? 

A: They are all pending. They 
would be moot now because I have 
been released; I intend to sue the 
responsible officials for deliberate 
acts of deception which are on the 
record. 

Q: What are the acts of deception? 

A: When 1 was arrested the FBI 
lied to the judge about my custody. 
They told her that I was abroad, that 
I was to be found and brought before 
her. Therefore she justified the mil¬ 
lion dollar bond which kept me in 
prison for seven months without a 
hearing. And during the time I was in 
prison, they were fabricating charges 
against me, stealing my property, 
helping the informants to ransack my 
office, and issuing search warrants 
that were completely baseless. This 
was nothing short of harassment. The 
officials knew they were wrong and 
they withheld thisin the trial because 
this was part of their conviction 
(case). The strategy of my attorney 
and the prosecutor was to coerce me 
to plead guilty. In my case, they 
wanted me to provide information to 
the FBI about the criminal activities 
of those 1 was accused of aiding and 
abetting. 

Q: Who are they? 

A: One of them is an FBI infor¬ 
mant. I had no idea because I did not 
aid and abet him. He did everything; 
he was really stealing everything 
from my business but the police 


Adil Shahryartold Sunday 


fabricated a story that I was attemp¬ 
ting to set fire to a ship and that I 
have set fire to a hotel and that I had 
committed all kinds of frauds. These 
were senseless and baseless charges. 
I would not have pleaded guilty to 
anything so atrocious. 

Q: What are the facts of the case, 
as you put it? 

A: Nothing. Nothing happened to 
anything. I was arrested for setting 
fire to the hotel... 

Q: Which hotel? 

A: This was the Sheraton Hotel in 
Miami. This informant sprinkled 
some lighter fluid on my hotel door 
and raised an alarm. It trapped me in 
my room, because there was a lot of 
smoke and commotion. He used that 
as a cover to steal some documents 
and money out of my bag. Then this 
policeman accused me of setting fire 
to the hotel—an absolutely prepost- 


Diiring tlie time when I 
was in prison they (the 
FBI) were lahricating 
charges against me> 
pealing my property, 
helping the imormants 
to ransack my office, 
mk4 Issuing search 
wofrants that were 
cmnpletely baseless. 


erous charge! I was also accused of 
possessing counterfeit money. The 
charge was based on his submitting a 
xerox copy of a hundred dollar bill 
which he claims he found in my car. 
It was no more than a xerox copy. He 
brought further charges of fraud 
against me because he was stealing 
cheques from my company and tak¬ 
ing goods fi-om my suppliers by forg¬ 
ing signatures. They tried to prose¬ 
cute me with some of these cheque.s. 
But, when produced in court, the 
judge suppressed them as being 
forged. Because of my ineffective 
counsel and lack of proper defence, 
they were getting away with all this. 
They obtained the conviction by 
merely keeping me in prison. 

Q: Who was keeping you in prison 
then? 

A: I was in FBI custody and it was 


virtually a case of holding a man to 
ransom. 

Q; Bur what did they want out of 
you? Why would they be interested 
in holding you unnecessarily? 

A: They wanted a conviction to 
cover up the tracks of this informant 
who had provided false information 
about criminal activity. There was no 
criminal activity in this case. The FBI 
informant gave them information 
which was used in court to convict 
me. They tried to paint me as a man 
from India who tried to set fire to the 
hotel.. 

Q: What were you dcing at the 
hotel? 

A: 1 was there on business and had 
checked in with my “visa” card. This 
policeman arrested me on a bogus 
charge of setting fire to the hotel, but 
I was acquitted by the court. In fact, 
the hotel did not even bring a com¬ 
plaint against me. 

Q: So what was this 35-year sent¬ 
ence for? 

A: Setting fire to a ship. The jury 
found me guilty of setting fire to a 
ship. It IS a complete miscarriage of 
justice. There was no fire, just some 
smoke in a container and a plastic 
jug which they alleged was a bomb, 
because it could have been a bomb. 

Q: Where was this ship? 

A; The ship was on a regular run 
from Miami to London. The allega¬ 
tion was that this container would 
have gone on that ship if certain 
things had happened. It was a gigan¬ 
tic cargo ship. This container, booked 
through my company, would have 
gone on that ship. However, the 
tapes (to be transported) had not 
been delivered. I had not booked the 
containers nor had my company. It 
had some papers in it, and was wait¬ 
ing to be loaded. According to FBI’s 
theory, had the container been put 
next to some explosives and caught 
fire, the ship would have exploded. 

Q: Thete were some IBM cards in 
the container. 

A: It was taken for granted wrong¬ 
fully that the cards in the container 
had something to do with the making 
of a bomb. This man had placed an 
order for IBM cards which I had 
executed and put in the container, 
only because the container was avail¬ 
able for storage purposes. It was not 
meant to be exponed at all. Because 
the FBI informant was their only 
source of information and evidence, 
they tried to piece together these 
titbits to build up this fairy tale that I 
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intended to set fire to the ship. 
Because my attorney coerced me to 
plead guilty to setting fire to the 
ship, there was no affirmative de¬ 
fence. We needed a defence to say 
that the government was involved in 
a conspiracy to violate my civil rights 
and that they had indulged in crimin¬ 
al acts to try and convict me on false 
charges. 

Q: Why did you not get an affirma¬ 
tive defence? 

A: The attorney refused to do that. 
He wanted me to plead guilty in 
exchange for depiortation. He said at 
court that I am insane and that 1 want 
to plead guilty. Even the agreement 
which he drew up with the prosecu¬ 
tor said that I would cooperate with 
the FBI to apprehend the people who 
were actually FBI informants This 
was done without my knowledge 

Q: But you did at one stage agree to 
that arrangement and wanted to 
plead guilty, did you not? 

A: I agreed to it because, as per my 
attorney’s advice that was the only 
way to get out of jail. But the judge 
turned it down in a court hearing. It 
was a two-hour hearing in which he 
examined every aspect of the agree 
ment, cross-examined me about mv 
willingness to plead guilty and final 
ly rejected it. Thereupon I infoi mcii 
the judge that I did not wish to be 
represented by this attorney any 
more. 

Q: But one thing I fail to under¬ 
stand. Why would they he after you? 
The police, the FBI and the judiciarv 
Why? 

A; This IS nothing new. The point 
there have a dragnet method Tlu-v 
commit a crime and just catch the 
first person they can lay their hands 
on. It IS usually the guy who happens 
to be in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. He may not be involved in the 
crime, but may know about it or may 
even be a victim of the crime. But he 
is the one they will harass to get 
information out. 

Q: In your case, who committed the 
crime? 

A: There was no crime. One of the 
reasons why President Reagan in¬ 
voked the power of executive 
clemency is because there was no 
crime. It was all a figment of the 
prosecutor’s imagination One of the 
cases against me was that of mail 
fraud. It was a letter mailed by the 
bank to my firm on a legitimate 
transaction. Since they allege that 1 
was trying to set fire to the ship, they 
concluded that 1 was involved in an 
illegitimate business. So this letter 
amounted to a mail fraud, therefore, 
a five year sentence Same way they 
accused me for wire fraud. On find¬ 
ing blank forms in my office stating 
that the container would contain 


video-cassettes, 1 was charged for 
false statement. The FBI argued that 
had the ship caught fire, it would 
have meant that there were no tapes 
in the container So five more years 
Another five years were added on 
the charge of attempting to make a 
bomb without licence, to set the ship 
on fire. The rest of the fifteen years 
was given to me for setting fire to the 
ship. Since none of this happened, 
they said it was an attempt. But an 
attempt can only be charged when 
something has happened. So they 
accused me of aiding and abetting. 

Q There were two persons whose 
names were mentioned in this con¬ 
nection, Lawson and Bill Hill. What 
happened to them'^ 

A: Lawson was the FBI informant 
and Bill Hill was the executive of the 
company ihat was supplying the 
tapes I do pot know whether he was 
an FBI informant oi not, but Lawson 
was one Hill disappeared after my 
arrest. Lawson was in touch with the 
United States attorney before my 
arrest. They said that Lawson was 
going to provide information to the 
Us attorney thret days betore m\ 


There was no crime. 
One of ttie reasons why 
President Reagan 
invoked the power of 
executive clemency is 
because there was no 
crime. It was all a 
figment of the 
prosecutor’s 
imagination. 


aiiest But sinic 1 was ai rested by 
the stare polite, he did not have to 
come forward and testily But mv 
Lonviction on the charge that I was 
aiding and abetting does not hold 
water. It is totally null and void 
under American law. They could not 
produce the man whom 1 was sup 
posed to be aiding and abetting. U 
wa.s all bogus and that is where 1 am 
going to sue them. They cannot 
afford to harass people under the 
garb of a legitimate chargesheei, 
when It is full of holes. 

Q: When are you going to file the 
suit? 

A, I will do It as soon as 1 have 
consulted my counsel here. I am told 
that the best way to do it is in the 
Indian courts... on hindsight one real¬ 
ises that things could have been done 
in a different manner. 


Q: As you say your convicfifon was 
not based on facts, why did you not 
file an appeal in the Supreme Court? 

A: It would have been a very 
simple matter to go in front of a 
judge and have myself released. 

Q: Why did you not do it in the first 
place? 

A; Well, I could not do it. 1 was a 
prisoner. My attorneys could have 
done it. But they were so inundated 
with people who are in jail that they 
probably did not bother. 

Q: Your parents and counsels here. 
They could have done it. 

A. My parents were not really in a 
position to come to America and help 
me. Bur Mr Panjwani (Adil 
Shahryar’s Indian counsel) had vi¬ 
sited me immediately, and consulted 
lawyers, but it was all messed up. 

Q- Now that you are back, what do 
you intend doing? 

A With this situation a few prob¬ 
lems h.ive come up But I am going to 
try and approach some of my old 
projeits and restore them. I was a 
small scale entrepreneur under the 
Delhi Finance Corporation. Of 
course if 1 h.ive to pav penalty for all 
this pel lod It will be impossible. But 
hopefully they will waive the penal 
tv So fai the penalties amount to 
about Rs 20 lakhs 

Q The Indian government has 
pleaded on your behalf and it is 
being said that it was the Prime 
Minister who clinched matters dur¬ 
ing his visit this time. 

A That IS just idle gossip, a very 
.ibsiiul conclusion to make. The Indi¬ 
an Prime Minister is not involved 
.iiid he made a clear statement too. 
The Prime Minister does not go 
aiouiid doing things like that. The 
Indian government and the Amer¬ 
ican government make their own 
independent decisions. 

Q: Was it only coincidence that you 
were released when the Prime Minis¬ 
ter was there? 

A' The whole conviction was so 
malicious that they might be trying 
to cover themselves up by showing 
that It is a political act, that they did 
not actually grant me clemency, but 
that it was only because of the Indian 
government... 

Q: You mean they timed it to 
embarrass the Indian government? 

A: I have no idea. 1 was just 
released. 

What were you told when you 
were being released? 

A; I was arrested in the prison and 
charged with overstaying my visa. 
Then I was taken before the immigra¬ 
tion judge and I pleaded guilty to 
that. Then they deported me. 
Interviawwd by San k a n han Thakur, 

Maw DaM 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


The T elevision Games_ 

Doordarshan has been tailoring its programmes, apparently to serve vested interests 


O nWednesday, 19 June, view- with jts sponsors is t-xtremely one- dined to comment on the possible 
ers of Doordarshan’s nation- sided and monopolistic,” alleged political motives behind Doordar- 
al hook-up were surprised to Madanjit Singh, chief executive of shan’s decision, the chief executive 
find the popular BBC com- Campa Cola. He said that the can- of the company who has written to 
edy Are You Being Served? back on cellation of the programme was a the information and broadcasting 
the air. The programme had been very serious matter for them. Firstly, ministry about Doordarshan’s “un- 
abruptly discontinued on four pre- the programme was taken off during justified action,” stated that he was 
vious Wednesdays. While on two the peak summer season when cold categorically told by senior officials 
occasions, it was substituted for drinks sell and secondly, Doordar- at Doordarshan’s office, at Mandi 
coverage of the Prime Mini.ster’s shan gave Campa Cola no prior House, that they were “not in- 
foreign tour, on the other two days, a notice that the telecasts were to be terested in their (Campa Cola’s) 
curtain-raiser on the Festival of India cancelled. What is worse, promotion- sponsorship.” 

and a documentary film was shown al announcements for the program- The director general of Dcordar- 
instead. The sudden decision of me continued for four weeks over shan, Harish Khanna, strongly de- 
Doordarshan to drop the serial spon- Saptahiki (on Saturdays) even after fended Doordarshan’s cancellation 
sored by Campa Cola sparked off a the programme had actually been , of Are You Being Served? for four 
bitter controversy. withdrawn. weeks. “What we did was not inten- 

Officials of the cold drink company j Could political overtones be read tional, it was accidental and would 
point out that while Doordarshan into Doordarshan’s decision to drop be avoided in future. The action was 
had some justification in cancelling Are You Being Served? for four legitimate and necessary in view of 
their telecast on two Wednesdays, weeks^ According to the grapevine, the pressing needs of progiammes of 
the non-inclusion of the programme the programme was dropped because national interest like coverage of the 
on two subsequent Wednesdays was the Campa Cola owner, Charanjit Prime Minister’s foreign tour. If such 
“blatant discrimination.” “How is it Singh, is no more in the good books a situation arises again, I am afraid, I 
that the axe of Doordarshan fell on of the Congress(l). There was spe- will react in theisame way,” he said. 
Campa Cola for four weeks? The j eolation that he w'as leaving the “All allegations of the decision being 
agreement that Doordarshan has j party. While Charanjit Singh de guided by political considerations 



MMOAT 30 Jum-O July ISOS 




























































0 


SPECIAL REPORT 


are bogus and uncalled for. What 
would the Doordarshan gain out of 
such an action?" he protested. 

This brings us back to the ques¬ 
tion—who will safeguard the in¬ 
terests of the sponsors on television? 
Is it fair for Doordarshan to posses¬ 
sively guard its rights to cancel and 
pull off any programme with disre¬ 
gard to the sponsor’s own schedule 
and audience feedback? The case of 
Are You Being Served? is not the 
first occasion when Doordarshan has 
been blamed fi>r discrimination and 
succumbing to pressures from adver¬ 
tisers, There have been a spate of 
other controversial decisions taken 
by Doordarshan regarding sponsored 
programmes which has shown Door- 
dar.shan that both the advertisers 
and the viewers demand an equal 
right to voice their views on what 
should be telecast. 

The scrapping of one such spon¬ 
sored programme Mashoor Mahal in 
Januarv this year first led to a row 
between the sponsors and Doordar- 
j shan. The trailblazing TV quiz show 
I produced for Hindustan Lever by the 
] chief executive of Lintas, Alyque 
j Padamsee came unstuck when Door¬ 
darshan refused to renew the con¬ 
tract with the sponsors after 26 in¬ 
stalments. While Doordarshan offi¬ 
cials maintained that the quiz was a ! 
‘meio gamble’ and a cheap gambit by 
the advertisers to attract partici¬ 
pants by awarding prizes, Lintas de¬ 
manded a further extension. They 
insisted that Mashoor Mahal was 
high on the popularity charts and 
had paved the way for other such 
qutz programmes Things came to a 
head when Lintas inserted an adver¬ 
tisement in newspapers asking view¬ 
ers: “Should Mashoor Mahal be 
taken off Doordarshan?’’. Though 
few readers realised the disguised 
danger of the opinion poll, for Door¬ 
darshan it was a warning that their 
sponsors are not going to take discon¬ 
tinuation or cancellation of program¬ 
mes without a whimper. 

Doordarshan officials point out 
that with limited sponsorship time, 
Doordarshan has been mobbed by 
prospective sponsors. According to 
some, there is such a deluge of spon¬ 
sors that hundreds of serials are 
lying in the cans at Doordarshar 
offices in Delhi and Bombay. Exigen 
cies of time permit Doordarshan to 
clear only a fraction of programmes 
for viewing. According to S.C. Garg, 
controller of programmes, Doordar¬ 
shan, the selection is done by a 
systematic and extremely unbiased 
method in which there is no scope for 
discrimination or favouritism. He 
said : “What the sponsors do not 
.realise is that even if a programme is 1 



popular, it cannot be aiied lot ever aired twice every week on prime 
We have to ease out some program- time. The words of Harish Khanna 
mes to give way to orliers Which is (see interview) that Hum Log is soon 
the reason, he pointed out, whv tnog- to conclude may come a.s a relief to 


rammes like SbiiwThetue and Idbar 
Vdhar had to be taken off, in spite of 
opposition from viewers. 

Fortunately for Doordarshan, bome 
programmes winch eli< ited a lather 
poor response from viewers vsere 
taken olf by the sponsors themselves. 
Take the example of Simi Garewal's 
programme It's a Woman j World 
produced by Mudia Comraiiima 
tions. Doordarshan had received 
scores of letters fiom viewers ex¬ 
pressing their misgivings afioui the 
programme piomotiiig an elitist and 
consumerist cult ore t'ertain 
women’s organisations demanded 
the cancellation of It’s a Woman’,s 
World because it exposed the Indian 
woman to a w'csterni.sed and over 
.sophisticated ethos Jusi as Doordai- 
shan was contemplating the discon¬ 
tinuation of the programme, Sirni 
Garewal herself aniiouni cd its with¬ 
drawal. 

What most detractors of Doordai • 
shan’s commercial television policy 
point out is that, if there is a strict 
watch over the duration of sponsored 
serials, why does Doordarshan allow 
other programmes, including its own 
production Hum Log to continue in¬ 
terminably? Hum Log which had 
admittedly introduced to Indian tele¬ 
vision the concept of a home-made 
soap opera, has already run 110 epi¬ 
sodes and is nowhere near coticlu- 
sion. The popularity of Hum Log has 
dropped lately from the earlier high 
83 per cent rating, because of an 
overdose of the programme which is 


I some who have protested over its 
long duration, though this may be a 
I bitter disappointment to others for 
I whom Hum Log became the ultimate 
i in home entertainment But what is 
I important is that, if other sponsors 
I .ind advertisers had not complained 
j of discrimination against their prog- 
j lammes, it is po.ssible that the Door- 
i darshan's own production may have 
j cairied on for longer than even 200 
I episodes 

I Complaints about corruption in the 
j Doordarshan commercial service and 
I political considerations playing a 
I heavy role in the selectionof program- 
i mes are yet to be sorted out. It is felt 
I that recent rran.sfers in Doordarshan 
have taken place becau.se some offi¬ 
cials were apprehended while 
accepting payments for programmes 
telecast The political connections of 
artistes and producers of program¬ 
mes which are considered “Doordar- 
shan’s favourites” including Hum 
Log are pointed out by some people 
who have been demanding chat 
Doordarshan evolve a balanced and 
fair policy for programme selection. 
For the present, Doordarshan offi¬ 
cials themselves admit the code of 
j conduct is tilted in their favour and 
I that they would not permit any in- 
j terference from sponsors on selec- 
j tion of programmes. However, every 
action and selection by the directo¬ 
rate is being carefully watched by a 
captive and discerning audience and 
an enthusiastic yet critical band of 
.advertisers. 

I Shub h a bn tm K mtU elmym, WivOelW 
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The Taming of the Press 


A decade is not so long a time 
in the life of a nation as to 
consign to the limbo of his 
loiy the muih dreaded 
Emeigcntv m the country declared 
bj Indiia Gandhi in June 197'? On its 
tenth annivcrsars this month the 
country has virtually erased from the 
Llysian fields of memory the chilling 
scare this short lived aberration left 
behind in the countiy's body politic 
The reactions at that time encompas 
sed a variegated spectrum langing 
trom anger disgust and tear to us 
subdued acceptance as a cursed bJes 
sing Historv is replete with insi 
ances wheio even lessei political 
follies have lingered in public mc'm 
ory foi longer pc nods But tlu sting 
ol the t me I gent V stems to have dud 
out as suddenly as us enigmatic 
dcclaiation 

Indian politu has reached an 
awakening of us own and anyone 
tinker ing with it would c omc lo gi let 
Bvandlatp* it is a ptimissivt system 
and i‘ anyone c ntrujted with the task 
of defending the >vstem attempts lo 
subveit It he will hni to pay deatl 
Ihe deelaialion of the Emeigency 
by Mis (landhi yvas likened to the 
luiack ol an aiiiralt by ihc pilot 
himself Most opposition leadcis 
threw pailianienrarv nouns ir the 
winds arul itsoitccf to tiusti.iting 
legally eittud state go\ernminis 
and the centre by ilUfal unpai 
liamt ntary and uiie ondiiion d me an 
Ihe goveinment w.is toniptlled to 
re.oti to an iinonhoilox method ot 
dealing vi irli an otganisc d rrune rne nt 
uaiii't a eh nioei itie political sys 
It in Agitator took to the stit e ts and 
I thallengtd the i stablislu d ind 
' accepted pai li imentai y sysu m m 
the eoiintiy letn d ii is aeetpttd 
I that there was a se ilous thieat to the 
I integi iiy of India was the 1 intigeii 
, ty the answei-* ( onside'inp tlu nieu 
I sine of the e hallenge* wineh iiu ludeid 
t'vpti inc iting the army and the polii t 
to mutiny what wcit the onlioiis lull 
to the ceiytininein el.aigtd by popu 
Inr will to gfiyci II tiiid hold the covin 
' tty tugelltei'* 

A tlBshhack w«ii|d vlvtrilv bring to 
mind the jumt mtdnlglu itnotk, fnl 
lowpd Itv HifPNts of tltmiKrirtris iit 

WHjHitt I (imm «itiuniiilhi mt! for 

fimuptil lnfoim«im »JJhfr ul iht> 
gto vromm of fnrilo « ihf fmml mona 
Ifpr of iftp Hfivi agpHt I hnmat hm h fiii h wat 
Jiomptf ifufing tfli* Hm»rg¥nt\ h\ totnltin 
tng ih ftm ptlHtipaf nt^ivt agpiiilpn fn m 
moitrv 


political opponents and others 
throughout the country on 29 26 
Tune 1979 This spread a sense ot 
revulsion while the goveinment 
media tried to make out that the 
Draconian measures taken by the 
government weie meant to maintain 
the stability of the country, 
threatened bv unparliamentary 
methods adopted by the opposition 
to topple the dulv elected govern 
merit ot Mis Gandhi 

Unimaginative applitation of pi ess 
censorship hindered the tree flow ot 
information regaidirig the truth of 
the situation in different parts of our 



\bu on the press (ensorahip 
during Ihe I nirrHunts 


ipiawlinp couiuiv As It alwavs hap 
pens In simllai situations, tiiniour 
mills woiked ovpitime Iloinfyuig 
ippuits Ilf iiithlesii Implementation 
ol family plaonliig proginmmek in 
tiotili Iiulitm ktBtPi Bdded n tingic 
dltnpnmon to tlip grlnping pitnic. 
thprpbv troatuiB a tfaunfrophoblt 
nlghtmatp 

f<riipt How of infmmHUon mi thp 
Hfiucil slttiaiioit and banti emn 
munfcatlHiik tould havp h«lppd to 
dpfuiip thp kituHtluH lut the attlunH 
of tfifi Huvornnient had the oppoBlte 
effect immediRtety after the broad- 
emit by Mm Uandhl on the morning of 
26 June 197S, offleeri of the Prcii 


information Bureau moved into the 
offices of the news agencies and 
newspapers tn New Delhi They were 
like babes in the wood without any 
cleat (ut Instructions on the types of 
information to be censored In such 
an ambivalent situation, the censors 
in their amateur exercise thought it 
was safei to withhold copies rather 
than speedily clear them This black 
out ot mtoimatiun in the first tew 
hours led to a clamoui foi news from 
the newspapers lo the nt ws agt ncies, 
especially the Press Tiust of India, 
which has a contiact to supply 
60 000 80 000 words to its suhscri 
bers After a couple ol days censors 
weie withdiaAn fioin the ne ws orga | 
nisations and all press org, nisations 
I wt-rt II cpiiied to submit copies to the 
chiei eensoi s of-ice set ip in the 
Press Intorniarion Buieau This led to 
an ayoidable delay and a gteater 
mortality ol news items So waywaid 
was the eensoiship that a fort ‘ n 
news Item on an Indian ai lit ss bt iiij 
ehiipcd with shoplifting in lotidon, 
wa, killed ’ What this item had to do 
with V ii'Iating the i iiles ol an inu trial 
Imeigency wa btvond one ken 

An editorial in the /Ve n Yotk 
Times spoke ot iht improve mi nt m 
the law and oidei situation in India ] 
in tilt wake of the Lnieigeney but 
was critical of some of Mis (,andhi s 
undemocratic wavs It was to be 
itleased bv the Indian news agency 
in the Indian press Ihc eensois ran 
the It'd pencil over iht critical por 
tion hut wanted the i omplimentaiy 
rcftrcnces to be leleastd It was 
painstakingly explained to the cen 
sois that the whole editorial was an 
mtegiaitd eopy and the suggested 
deletion would distort the thrust of 
the argument in the editorial They 
would lathti kill the whole story 
than allow an editorial ciitii ism to be 
circulated Although the eopy car 
lied the "kill niaik ol the censors, I 
reteried It to the Prtme Minister’s 
iffice with certain comments and the 
copy was later teleased to the press 
In 111 original foim 

At the height of the Emergency, a 
news Item regarding George Fer¬ 
nandes was referred to the censors 
for eleerence in the normal course. 
To the home ministry officials this 
was such a 'crime' that they wanted 
to know the name of the sub-editor 
who sent the eopy to the eensors. 
This incident created such a seare 
that many lubmdltori and raporteri 
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became chary of putting tlieir initials 
on the copies 

In many centres outside Delhi, the 
I district magistrates weie ailing as | 

I censors and they were very generous 
with their red pencils Agones oflices 
contented themselves with gt tiing 
the copies killed raihci than making 
an effort to have them clcartd loi 
circulation As a result ihe woidagc 
shrunk consideiablv and I had to | 
instruct most of the Samai liai oftn e' | 
in the country not to n let local items . 
to censors but send tin ni diuith to 
Delhi where it was ta'ii r to sunn j 
the release ol topies i 

Looking back on iht 1 . i igiiuy it 
IS clear that Mrs Ganilln v\a in iiu* to innate sttength of the Indian politic When you are too close to an event, 

treat a ihionic malads In adini al svsttiii that the samt eleitoiati its impact is not lull^ felt Hut with 

nisteiing a shock liiainieiu but tt» it von d hoi out rt tumid hi r with time people realisi d the geiuurif ness 

Emeigeniy certainly wa‘ noi tlu { in ,hiot seats dcmointrating it, of hei piograrnmts Although the 

answer, as in the naini of r II klin .1 1 poliucal matuiitv ] methods entploved to imnlement 

I situation, vou laiiiioi diMiov 'hi , It the iln loiati was hai di on \ 1 is some ol the ptogiammt s wi n abhoi . 

I ediftie It IS lute that tlu iihvanct I (,andhi it wa> i i,iiallv liaisli on tht I tent and provoked much o* 'he le 

of the system come, lu Hit iliito lanata h adei Wtu n Inteln i! wmab j s» ntment leading to hei overihiow, ' 

latfc vvhith wield' nltinuin powi 1 in hW wiihui tin (anaia Pam 1 in ihe long run they wcu im lined to I 

a democtaev [luinshcd Mi (iiiidlii tliieate iita ttu i ohesion and-.tal'iliu oveilook sonu of l„.t bh ninhes Asa | 

and voted hei out ot povvi I [>o 'ilily ot India ihrv wen unii leiiinniou K good lutti tills the piil'i ol the 1 

because of a ftai tliat i w iv ol liU iliiovm out ot povvt 1 [iioplc. 'hi' had no dittiiulty tn , 

I was sought to he nneitui d with '' W’t at icalK solti in d ituit atntiuh tuiloi'ng hei poiict in iiap with , 

I political toll' 1 an Ih pniushtU oiiiv tovvaid' Mr' t.andlu was Thi c onti nt publu tcelings and was .iblc to twist ) 

politically and Mis l,.uiohi p,iid a , 01 liei socio tvononiic pi igianinu' an tncoiivenie ni situation to hti . 

very high piue li 1 a Bin ii u 'In launched duii'ig the Tmeieiiuv advantage Ihi was hei tone 


Mrs Cm&M was try<B|g ii 
% aitokfstering a si 


MrsGi|]|^liiwastr3H[ii|gpw3pK^aiikiixilU ^ 
lny a4is)l»lstering a But | 

Emergency aSirtaiitly W^s itttfip answer, asli 
the name of tackling a yon cannot 

destroy the edifice. It is here tfeat the relevance 
of the system comes in... A poHtical folly can he ^ 
punished only politically and Oandhi •' 

very high price for it 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


The Terms of Endearment 


Rajiv Clandhi's visit to the West has been u persoiujl triumph 


H as the West been won? Fol¬ 
lowing Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi’s penchant for one- 
word replies during his press 
conference at Washington’s National 
Press Club, the answer is, yes. While 
welcoming Rajiv Gandhi on the 
White House lawns on 11 June, Presi¬ 
dent Ronald Reagan noted the USA’s 
“appreciation of India’s non- 
alignment.” Rajiv Gandhi may not 
have returned from the West with his 
bags full of arms or economic aid, but 
he has scored a tremendous political 
triumph. If the USA appreciates Indi¬ 
a’s non-alignment and stops looking 
at India as a proxy for the Soviet 
Union, then a major hurdle in better 
Indo-US ties ha.', been overcome. 

In the past the Americans, for 
whom anything to do with Russia is 
like the red rag to the bull, have 
treated India as an unfriendly power 
because of the close ties between 
New Delhi and Moscow. The Indo- 
Soviet ties have not undergone any 
change, in tact, the Indian Prime 
Minister was candid while replying 
to a question, when he said that as of 
today “India feels closer to the 
Soviet Union.” Ilis frankness im¬ 
pressed the Americans. Washington 
was not expecting India to ditch the 
Russians overnight, just as it was not 
hoping that India would ask the 
Americans to change their stance 
towards Pakistan overnight. This was 


a voyage of discovery. A voyage in 
which me possible meeting grounds 
were to be identified. The purpose 
was not to be merely pleasant to each 
other. The aim was to find ways to 
make the relations pleasant. The 
Rajiv Gandhi visit, according to 
American official statements, had 
generated unusual interest in the 
United States. The American estab¬ 
lishment had given it the top billing 
for 198.'>. If media covet age can be 
considered a yardstick of the success 
of his vi.sit, then the very fact that 
The Washington Post and the New 
York Times put Rajiv Gandhi on the 
front page with lead stories three 
days in a row shows the impact he 
made. Normally, the visii liv the head 
of government of any courury other 
than the USSR would not have 
evoked such a response. The young 
Prime Minister has scoied a personal 
triumph in his we.stern quest 

Two aspects of the visit stand out 
One was the open appreciation of 
India’s policv of non-alignment bv 
President Reagan. As the chairper- 
.son of the .Non-aligned Movement 
(NAM), Rajiv Gandhi can take credit 
for being the first NA.M leader to 
have extracted such a toiiiniiimeni 
from the Americans In 1471, when 
the Indo-Soviet treaty -jf jieace, 
friendship and cooperation was 
signed, the USSR expressed its 


appreciation of non-alignment. Four¬ 
teen years later, the other super 
power, the USA, has done likewise. 
India is the only nun-aligned country 
which has been able to make the two 
super powers agree to the existence 
of a non-aligned world apart from the 
power blocs respectively led by 
them. What Jawaharlal Nehru could 
not achieve and Indira Gandhi 
achieved partially has been accom¬ 
plished by Rajiv Gandhi The second 
aspect was the decision to rush fore¬ 
ign secretary Romesh Bhandari to 
Moscow soon after the Prime Mini.s- 
ler finished his engagements in 
Geneva, his last stopover in the hec¬ 
tic tour In doing so, while improving 
relations with the West,Rajiv Gandhi 
retissured India’s ttaditional friends 
that India would not improve us | 
I relations with the United States ai ■ 
j the cost of Its ties with the Soviet . 
I Union The fact that the visit of the 
foreign secretary took place on the 
eve ot the ,Soviet-US talks in 
Washington and the United Nations 
spon.sorcd indirect talks in Geneva 
on the Afghanistan question, also 
shows that the chairperson of NAM 
was taking his role as a peacemaker 
in tile world seriously. There is no 
doubt that the two super powers are 
talking across the table on their own, 
but the role of an impartial mediator 
being played by Indiji in this process 
IS laudable. 
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B efore embarking on the western 
quest, Rdjiv Gandhi had success 
fully projected India’s role in South 
Asia By undertaking a joint trip to 
Bangladesh along with President 
Jayewardene of Sri Lanka and con 
ducting a survey of cyclone affected 
Urir Char accompanied by the Sri 
Lankan leader and President Lrshad 
of Bangladesh Rajiv Gandhi had 
scored a diplomatic triumph This 
move had shown that India was re 
spected in the region and not shun 
ned as the Pakistan lobby in the 
West would have preferred the pro 
jection to be President Zia of Pakis 
tan visited Urii Chai alone lattr 
While the Indian Prime Minister was 
in the West, Pakistan kept up its 
belligerence on the borders, with 
leports of clashes on the Siachen 
glaciei coming in almost dailv during 
the visit With us nuclear bomb hav 
ing been a major point of discussion 
in Washington, the isolation of Pakis 
tan m South Asia was perhaps the 
reason for the clashe' In the 
speeches made during the US visit 
and 111 the joint statement, the Amer 
lean administration has admitted 
that the government of India under 
Rajiv Gandhi “has taken steps to 
promote regional stability and coop 
eration ” This is a major point scored 
during the visit Now India has to 
rally round the other nations in this 
region against the threat of a nuclear 
Pakistan Having taken the initiatm 
on Afghanistan both during the 
USSR and the USA visits, Rajiv 
Gandhi has played his dual role a<' 
the chairperson of NAM and as the 
leader of India, the dommant region 
al power of South Asia 
The fact that the visit was fruitful 
is also evident from the joint state 
ment issued moments before Rajiv 
Gandhi embarked on Air India’s spe 
cial aircraft, “Annapurna” on the 
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way to Geneva after his Amencan 
tour The statement could not be 
made ready until his Washington 
visit ended The officials of the two 
countries had to thrash out many 
points in Washington while Rapv 
Gandhi, accompanied by vice presi 
dent George Bush, went to Houston 
to see the facilities of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Admimstra 
tion (NASA) The very fact that both 
Afghanistan and Pakistan do not fi 
gure in the communique shows that 
where they did not agree, the Indian 
and Amencan officials decided to 
sidestep This can form the basis of 
future Indo American relations It is 
not necessary for India and the US4 
with their distinct geopolitual en 
vironments and strategic viewpoints, 
to agree on everything The world’s 
largest democracy, India, and the 
most powerful democracy, the USA, 
have many things in common, which 
need not be clouded by sectarian 
considerations In the long run, while 
India and the USA’s strategic aims 
may undeigo a change, the short 
term perspectives can have alio 
wances for the respective present 
standpoints to be mutually re 
spected 

The tone of the winning the West 
quest was set in Pai is The recent spy 
scandal had cast a pall of gloom over 
Indo French relations At a reception 
hosted by the Indian ambassador to 
France, Rajn Gandhi went out of his 
way to have a pleasant personal 
exchange w th Serge Boidevaix the 
French ambassador who had to leave 
Delhi after the spy scandal in Janu 
arv While laying at rest all specula 
tion about the spy scandal having 
affected Indo French relations, the 
young Prime Minister did not show 
any special consideration to the 
French in terms of arms deals Yes, 
six more Mirage 2000 jets were 


ordered But these, along with the 
forty already purchased were 
needed to complete two squadrons of 
the ail forte The option to manufac 
ture 80 Mirage airci aft which India 
had let lapse last year, was not 
revised The purchase of 20 Dauphm 
helicopteis for the proposed helicop 
ter corporation (which will cater to 
the needs of civilian organisations 
like the Oil and Natuial Gas Commis 
Sion) was the only major deal pushed 
through during the French visit 
With the Amencans having set 
unacceptable conditions, the possibi 
lines of India acquiring some Howit 
zeis from the Prench have bright 
ened The American M 198 gun is the 
best in Its range, followed bv the 
Frcmh, British Austrian and Swed 
ish IS*) mm Howitzers A decision on 
this Rs 1200 croie deal is expected to 
be takf n in a few months, now that 
the western forays aie over While 
putting conditions for mdia, the 
Amei leans have not been able to 
explain why they are supplying naval 
armaments and mechanised arms for 
Pakistan, in the guise of Pakistan’s 
threat from Afghanistan None of 
these equipment can be used to coun 
ter a threat from Afghanistan While 
the USSR is prepared to offer India 
Mi(] 29, a tighter aircraft which is yet 
to see service with the Warsaw Pact 
nations, and also offer a one billion 
rouble credit the Amencan reluct¬ 
ance to part with either armaments 
or high technology items for fear of 
the Ru sians having access to them 
in India cannot but keep India as a 
close friend of the Soviet Union The 
success of the Pi ime Minister’s west 
ein quest has been the ability to 
befriend America while giving Indo 
Soviet lelations top priority, as evi 
denied by Romesh Bhandan’s air 
dash to Moscow from Geneva 
Shuhhabrmta BhmHaehmym, Maw fWM 
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b f’liiiiL Mint la Ra/ii (tcindhi pa\mg honuigt to thi marivn oj Algeria m Algiers 7 
hunt Mimsier Rain Oaudhi and Soma Oandhi ssilh President Ronald Reagan and 
\m<\ hins.anai U/iih Iloiist Washington 8 Piimi Mininei Raps Oandhi inspecting 
till Sauonul \aonauiiis and Span Adminifiration INAS lentieat Houston (USAl 
9 Rdpt (iimdlii at the (ontnls of a spaceship simulator at tht Orbital Training 
ImiIiius Houston 10 Primt Minister Raps Gandhi aicepting the John Phillips 
Manorial \\sard on hi half of indiia Oandhi from the President of the International 
Hnion lor onsination of Nature and Natural Resources in Geneva Switzerland. 
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How to Protect the 
Pri me Minister _ 

K F Rustamji, /ormer director general of the Border Security Force, 
offers a blueprint for the PM’s security 

P rotecting a Prime Minister head “I did not know he was tom responsibility for security The pro 
should not normally be a pletely bald ’’ the sentry later ex tection ot the Prime Minister is clear 
very tough assignment Ihe plained Iv the responsibility of the home 

task becomes tougher be The biggest risk to secuntv is the minister and his ministry The rules 

cause every VIP thinks that he knows politician or bureaucrat who kniws of secuntv are framed by him and 
everything he needs to know about nothing of security According to I have to be followed everywhere in 
security There are others who are him, the VIP himself knows what is thi country The approval of the PM 
certain that there can be no danger best, and it would be imprudent to ! is lusi a formality If the PM does not 
to the PM’s life and any suggestion to oppose hxs views however rash and | agree tsith anything that his security 
the contrary often invites rebuke A casual they may be He chooses to . officeisugg sts the secuiity officer 
minister who has to get out of his car forget that India has a terrible his I has the tight to say that he would like 
and walk to the entiance of the PM’s tory of assassinations He does not to get the home minister’s orders 
residence always teds slighted ‘Why know that in the last half centurv ( ontroveisies seldom occui, but if 
me’’ IS often the refiain Or a Con alone about a hundred men were they do the Prime Minister usually 
gress boss who is asked to open his killed all over the world including gives in to the advice ot the home 
bag lefuses to do so because the bag John and Robert Kennedy Patrice mimsiei Ihe intelligence bureau 
contains cash—and then the inevit Lumumba, Chancelloi Ooltuss has the responsibility of being the 
able aigumcnt with the security per Mahatma Gandhi, Liaquat All Khan, senioi advisei and theie is a hand 
sonnel An actoi feels insulted when Mu)ib ur Rehman, Tajuddiii Ahmed picked staff which watches the VIP 
he IS asked to identify himself A Zia ur Rehman, Dr Martin luther almost every minute of the day 
jouinalist dislikes the suspicion with King, Tom Mboya King 1 aizal Bin Though the government of India may 
which his tape recorder is treated Abdul Aziz Anwar Sadat Lord Louis send adviseis and watchers when the 
Once even Pandit Nehru felt Mountbatten and Mrs Indira Gandhi PM goes out of the country, the state 
offended He walked out of one of Several others like Truman, Soekar which the PM visits is responsible for 
the gates of his Teen Murti residence no, Ford, Reagan and Margaret his security 

and tried to walk in through another Thatcher escaped death miiacu Certain security arrangements 
The sentry would not let him in lously may be extremely irksome to the 

because he could not recognise In the first place, there should be Prime Minister since at times it can 

Nehru without the familiar cap on his no doubt about who is to shoulder the do some damage to his public image 
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CominaiHtos on guunl in front of South Block, which houses the PM ’s ullire 


It cramps his style, even endangers' 
his political friendships. Yet security 
restrictions have to be observed. For 
instance, a most embarrassing situa¬ 
tion can arise when an old woman is 
trying to move forward to see her 
‘God’ with bleary shortsighted eyes 
and is pushed back roughly by a 
police constable in full public view. 

Then there are other types of res¬ 
traints loo: The PM cannot have an 
outing with his children or go to the 
cinema, see a football match, go 
shopping in a bazaar. One VIP told 
me; “How I would love to go to a 
really crowded bazaar and just be 
pushed about by everyone. I love the 
smell of an overcrowded place and 
that jumble of faces.” Another said: 
“You have to give up a lot. And 
somehow all that, even small things, 
make you wonder whether it is worth 
it." 

Do we need all these policemen— 
was the constant complaint of Pandit 
Nehru. And quite often, il he had 
been insulted as he once was in 
Ahmedabad, he would take it all out 
on the security officer with a childish 
show of temper. Then when the air | 
craft reached Delhi, he would go up j 
to him and say. “'Vou missed your I 
lunch Come, have it with me ” ! 

Were there any attempts on the : 
life of Pandit Nehru'’* Here is an ! 
account in his own words “Qne day I 
about the year 1930 or 1931 I re- | 
turned from a tour by rail to Allaha- i 
bad and a small crowd met me at the i 
railway station. 1 noticed that a man 1 
was waving and dancing about with a 
large pair of scissors in a rather | 
dangerous way. I walked past hir:i i 
the public protecting me Later he 
went and stabbed a boy about 12 
, years of age who had come from a 
neighbouring district to see me. I 
visited him several times in the hos 
pital and he got well. The man, they 
were able to trace was a tailor from 
Malabar or some place in the south. 
He was prosecuted I think, but I 
don’t remembef what happened to 
him. 

“The most serious attempt I think 
was the one made in Srinagar in 
1946. I was going through a narrow 
street in an open car with Sheikh 
Abdullah, when someone threw 
something at us from an open win¬ 
dow. It fell in the rear of the car and 
exploded. Sheikh Saheb was serious¬ 
ly Injured and had to spend several 
days in ho»ital. He nearly lost his 
ayeilght. Thay discovered after¬ 
wards that it was a homa-made bomb 
or soma such thing. 

“iThan tht sacurity officer asked me 
about tha frontier incident. Thera 
was not just one incident. I can 
' I ramambar t series of tham I want 


through when I was minister-in¬ 
charge of the north-west frontier be¬ 
fore partition. Caroe was then the 
C(>vei nor—rather an unreliable 
type—and the political officer was a 
man who created a lor of trouble for 
us. The first incident occurred when 
we were below a sort of ledge in 
mountainous country Suddenly a 
number of persons started throwing 
rocks at us from the top—large ones 
they were—and several hit the car. 
Eventually the police came up and 
fired at them, or rather in their 
direction, and they ran away. The 
next incident was a bit more serious. 
We had just driven out of the place 
where we had halted for the night 
which was the house of the political 
officer. His car was in front. Sudden¬ 
ly a truck came in, and our car was 
completely isolated from the security 
car. Then began a furious 

volley of stone-throwing. The 

triplex glass stood it well. Closer and 
closer came the mob and more and 
more stones fell on us. The driver, 
v'ho IS now with us, Desh Raj, was 
seriously injured. There was some 
sort of security o'.ficer with us but he 
did hothing, and even hid under the 
seat. Dr Khan Saheb took his revol¬ 
ver from him and waved it about and 
the mob dispersed. Dr Khan Saheb 
end I received a few injuries.” 

"Well," he continued, "there wes 
quite a stir ebout the incident end en 
enquiry wes held by e judge from 
Madrei, who gave e most extraordin¬ 


ary certificate of merit to the politic¬ 
al officer. There was another inci¬ 
dent. 1 woke up in pain one night 
with a queer taste in the mouth— 
somewhere in the south. I found I 
was lying on the ground in the dark. I 
struggled up and found [ had a bad 
bruise on the temple from which I 
was bleeding. The blood had gone 
into my mouth. 1 woke up my wife. 
She looked at me and fainted. Once 
again in Dehradun jail 1 found myself 
on the ground, and it .seemed 1 had 
walked some distance and fallen 
down. It must be something to do 
with nerves or sleep or something. 
Twice 1 caught myself doing it—sort 
of trying to struggle up and walk in 
my sleep. It hasn’t happened to me 
since, but I don't know what is the 
explanariori for it.” 

When Pandit Nehru was the Prime 
Minister, a demented per.son tried to 
attack him with a knife in Nagpur. 
He was overpowered by brave police 
officers—P.R, Rdjgopal and Terence 
Quinn. Both were awarded medals 
for gallantry. 

T here is one unusual aspect of 
Indian security which is so unlike 
that in any other country in the 
world. Nowhere do we have such 
large public meetings and security 
does not only mean looking after the 
PM and other important dignitaries, 
it has to ensure the safety of all those 
attending the meeting. The largest 
public meeting ever held in India 
was the Bulganin and Krushchev. 
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meeting in Calcutta Two-and a half 
I million people attended that meeting 
and It IS to the credit of the Calcutta 
police that no serious incident 
occulted at the meeting 
Bur one meeting in Lucknow had 
all the ingredients of a tragedy It 
was some soit of a show arranged in a 
stadium with only three or four small 
gates Thousands of children were in 
the middle and all around them there 
were lakhs of people pushing, strug 
gling and fighting to come closei to 
the dais Before the end of the meet 
mg it became clear that there might 
I be a stampede so Pandit Nehru kept 
on talking for about an hour after he 
had finished, asking the teachers to 
take the children home in an orderly 
manner Slowly the columns of chiJ 
dren began to go out Each time the 
PM stopped, there was a move to 



wards the gates, so he started again, 
admonishing the crowd, appealing, 
threatening, inviting the police to 
cordon off the children and lead 
them out salely Today those chil 
dren must be in their forties, and it 
was only the patience of Pandit 
Nehru that saved them from disaster 
and the remarkable part is that even 
their parents did not come to know 
how close they were to tragedy 
There are a lot of people who like 
to attract the Prime Minister’s atten 
tion for strange, and often trivial 
reasons There areiforanstance, some 
desperate fakin who want to burn 
themselves before his car simply be 
cause they have been refused gun 
licences by the district collector or 
because they had been arrested by 
the superintendent of police on 
charges of being goondas And there 


IS that odd maujvi who turns up to 
display the bloodstained clothes his 
great grandfadier wore on the day he 
was hanged for taking part m the 
mutiny of 1857 Then there are 
women who want to have a close look 
at the Prime Minister and the vener 
able seei who insists that the Prime 
Minister have the glass of milk he 
has brought with him to guard 
against danger Besides, for 
thousands of men and women the 
Prime Ministei is the last court of 
appeal a woman whose only son has 
been shot dead in police firing, the 
father whose son has been missing 
since a crackdown and a man whose 
piotests about his telephone bills 
were not being heard bv anyone, 
would all lush to him for redress 

We have a reasonably good secur 
ity apparatus True there was re 
rently a grave slip but correctives 
have been applied and we do not 
know the full story vet God willing, 
we will ensure the Prime Minister’s 
safety foi the next five years or till 
the next elections Ihings may or 
may not be easiei thereafter because 
one type of extremism may die oui 
and anothc r appear as in other par* s 
of the world Let us hope that by then 
,il] of us, including the PM himself, 
will have the bd^it tenets of security 

A point which security officers 
have failed to appteciate i' that it is 
the people who aie the best protec 
tors of the PM and they will do it if 
they are guided in the right way If 
millions of people feel concerned 
about the PM s security and rush to 
inform the police about any bit of 
information that they have picked up 
and even act as his guards it will help 
protect the Prime Minister against 
those who have designs on his life 

Probably the best way of ensuring 
the PM’s life is to do the unexpected 
If the PM suddenly decides to go for 
a ride in a fast car with one security 
man with him, if may be safe If he 
abruptly decides to go to a place 
where he is never expected to go, he 
may be safer If the time is such that 
the PM ventures out at a time when 
no other person in his position would 
do so, he wculd probably be the 
safest Surprise is the key word in 
security 

More than the public, for whom 
security is an irritant, the PM himself 
has to learn that security is not 
something that can be bought, 
copied, rented for the day and least 
of all neglected We have to learn the 
hard way, and that way means intro¬ 
spection, inspection, and innovation, 
which must be done continuously If 
security becomes a dull routme, 
there is something very wrong with 
the system. 



A police dog sniffing amund the F^l’s South Block office 



Feeding on the Dead 

Selling pilfered skeletons abroad is big business 


C alcutta has the dubious dis 
unction of being the largest 
exporter of skeletons The 
repugnant trade has legal 
sanction and government approval 
and had its beginnings in the city 
more than five decades ago Today, it 
is a multi million dollar booming 
business In spite of protests, the 
trade has flourished allowing a large 
network of bone traders and clandes 
tine operaters, who are behind the 
sordid business to make capital out 
of the dead 

In 1976, the late Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi used Emergency pow 
ers to ban the export of skeletons 
She, in fact, responded to the expo 
sure of the racket, associated with 
the trade in the columns of Si mdav 
(31 August 1975) The then union 
commerce minister, D P Chatto 
padhyaya, had said, “The prestige of 
the country is much more than that 
(the earning of Rs 1 3 crores every 
year thiougb exports) ” However, 
the ban was lifted by iht fanata 
government in 1977 and the city has 
remained the nerve centre foi the 


export of skeletons since Independ 
ence Calcutta at present, caters to 
the skeleton markets spanning over 
50 countries I rom Calcutta, the 
skeletons find their way to the USA, 
Japan,Germany and even countries 
like Israel and Hong Kong Dead 
bodies are brought to the city from 
Bihar Orissa and other parts of the 
country to cater to the growing de 
mand 

In any given yeai, more than 
10 000 skeletons and 50,000 human 
skulls are shipped oi an freighted 
abroad While export earnings fi 
guies for 1984 aie not available, the 
foreign exchange earned through 
such exports is believed to have 
crossed the Rs 1 5 crore mark That 
there has been a steady increase in 
the expott of skeletons from Calcutta 
IS obvious from the fact that foreign 
exchange earnedthroughskeleion ex 
ports in 1979 ’80 was only Rs 85 
lakhs 

On the face ol it export o' 
skeletons from Calcutta is allowed 
undei the Pxport Control Older of 
1977 and human skeletons are among 


the commodities listed as “penmssi 
ble” There is no ceiling for exports 
of human skeletons Section 13 (a) of 
the order states, “Export of human 
skeletons will be allowed by the port 
licensing authorities on production 
of certificates from (1) police author¬ 
ities (not below the rank of an officer- 
in charge of the concerned police 
station) regarding the source of pro¬ 
curement and (2) the foreign buyer 
stating that skeletons are required 
for biological and medical purposes 
only ” Officials di the office of the 
Joint Customs Controller of Imports 
and Exports (JCCIE) emphasise 
that all shipments of bones or skele¬ 
tons aie allowed only after the cer¬ 
tificates are produced by com 
panies who are exporting them 
The system requiring documented 
proof for skeleton exporters was first 
introduced in 1979 when the govern 
ment decided to “restrict” skeleton 
exports 1 he condi non was tnitiallya 
setback for the exporters who were 
allegedly obtaining their supply of 
bones through surreptitious means 
However they soon overcame the 


SkrietoDS ready for export at a workslwp In south Calcutta 
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j imn.il sctt)atk as the\ lealised rhai 
all ihcv had to do wd-? to produce a 
(joiKt <eitifitaifc mentioning the 
pld(t <)1 puxunmtnt Repoitedlv, 
I mo.t lull tLirdKatos ohiained from 
iht'i.i I laini that tht bodies have 
I titlit! iHcn (oimd b> the riversides 
I 'It tin inclaimtd /awaits bodies 
bro iglii liorii ont of the iitv s medic 
I il < olleces oi liospitals A small bribe 
I in f'ich in i\i«oiter a certificate 
I ^latmc that as mans as a bundled 
i tindaimtd bodits vveie found in a 
' pariKulai lotalits ol Bihai or Oiissa 

Bi si(l« s tht legal sam tioii, several 
oth '1 qiitstioTis about this luctative 
biistiif ss in Calcutta lemain un 
aiiswi ted How does Calcutta receive 
I Its ifjuL'i suppK of thousands of 
I dead bodied How do exporters man 
I <i| t to tons nice fht customs ofticials 
' tnai pro iiicmtiu of such a large 
niimbi 1 vii dead bodic*s is possible’ 
\nd V h It IS most impoi tant, who are 
the people behind this tepiehensible 
I iiadc 

1 he wliolc business is shrouded in 
I siti((\ dbeit the legality of the 
ti.uli Sriaiigclv otticials at the 
It ( lb aic unwilling to divulge the 
names ui i^hc Lsjioiteis who have 
t)i < 11 i-isiu d III ent es on the plea that 
lh( sub ect IS a‘vets sc nsitise one ” 
I lu V IK scitlu less disclosed that 
then \rc ahout l'> such turns in 
< akutt' the piominent among them 
being Hilton and (onipans, Ramak 
ti'lii’a jiid C ompanv MB and Com 
lians and Netac I iguies with the 
. )l ( II tesc.il that diiiiiig 19S4’S'!, 
the f filed S'aie'- was the largest 
iiiipoiii I ol human skeletons Horn 
India ac ((Hinting loi Rs 95 5 lakhs 
<1 Ion ign exeliange followed b\ 
\\i I till main iKs 15 lakhs) United 
Kin; dutiuRs len lakhs) AuslialiatRs 
nine laki'>i and T tanet (Rs five 
likhs' I>eputV customs controller S 
''liikhti|ic said ‘Ixport of 
ikc 11 'I ns lia\f been using steadilv 
bteause id iIk demind foi the com 
I'loclHc Jiom the west Indian 
sktlito' > IK iti ;.rtai demand and 
tin !• I ne mo\e to ban such ex 
pot t 

\ b.tii onske h tonesportson huma 
' ntiai laii and s lei il giounds has be*en 
pioposcd to the eenernment several 
tinu s but tilt niattf I has nevei been 
t ike n up set lousb On 29 Mare h this 
VC I 'he niinniei of state foi tom 
• nuitt I' \ Singrna informed the 
I I ok Sibha that the state govern 
tilt ms had hi en asked to take 
apptopiiait siejis to curb alleged 
malpraeiiics m the cxpoit of human 
skeletons The gnveinmeni, he in 
tornitd 'ht Houst was planning to 
t< siiict' txpoH of skeletons and 
I tighten the regulations lor exports 
Prini to this, theie had been a spate 
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of enciuines in Pailiament as lei whv 
the government was peimitting un 
scrupulous dealt is to taiuish the im 
age of the touniiv in order to earn a 
meagre Rs 15 eioies 
A senioi otfieial at the Hilton and 
Company on College Stieet said that 
while the puce foi a fullv articulated 


skeleton had gone up from $100 in 
1980 to $250 at pieseiit, thev were 
latiiig stiff competition fiom other 
companies who have tumped into the 
tiav lie eitcd the example of 
Satvdiiaiavail Sen, the toimer prop 
tietoi of Reknas I muted, consideied 
the pioneei of the skeleton expoit 
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business in India, who had closed his ! 
shop situated at Tolly gunge a few 
years ago After running a successful 
business since 1937, Sen fated stiff ' 
competition and undei tut ting from 
new exportets some of whom were 
his own workers and was forced to | 
revert back to his eailiei book pub I 
lishing business Another expot ttr 
contacted explained tliat thougn 
their’s was a profitable busintss it 
did not have the apptotal and saiu 
tion of the sotietv Besides thtv 
were facing a threat of reduced busi 
ness in futuic sintt tompanits ^ 
abroad ate now producing plastu 
skeletons which tan be used lor the , 
study of the human anatoms I 

On account of the Icgalits of ilu n 
Octupation tht expoitu of 4 i It ton 
in t alcutta lait K fact s tlu brunt ol 
social abuse oi polite hatassmtni It 
is the ptisons who luinurt tin 
skeletons lot thi ixpoiret who an 
stigmatised ind hatiowed Ihtu ix 
ists in Calcutra a large and fairly 


rile Calcutta Medical College Hos 
pital, IS top on the dorn’s priority list 
for plot tiling dead bodies At the 
hospital It IS common knowledge 
that dead bodies are whisked away 
bv the doms and sold to exporters In 
view of such laigescale pilferage of 
dead bodies from the hospital mor 
gue the supply of dead bodies lor 
diseition and anatomy study has 
been adseiscly affected The college 
and the anatomv department of the 
hospital which is supposed to receive 
cadateis (dead boditsf from the inoi 
gut (tioni among the unclaimed 
bodies) have since the past lew 
Seais been facing a paucitv This is 
the ta*c m most mtdual colfegcs in 
Cakuttu It IS believt d that the doms 
sometimes post as relatives of de 
ceased pci sons to whisk away the 
bodie s 

Ouisidt the anatomy dcpaitment 
ot the Me dical College, a laige group 
ot doms is always seen waiting so 
that they can picture a body The 



Planks stolen hronr tht Kashimitra burning ghat poor strurit> 


well eniicneheel netwoik ol stasen 
gers called doms The doms usualh 
dispose of unclaimed dead botlits 
from hospitals and m> dital tollegr s 
These doms are tht suppliers oi 
bones and skeletons to the i xjroitc r-, 
The doms frequent the moigues 
and the cremation giounds of the tit\ 
and gathei dead bodies -ind sell them 
to the expoiier or 1 is agen* Thi 
body, when dug up is usually in a 
decomposed state and ih« bones 
have to be degreased bleached and 
graded befoie thej art packed md 
made ready for shipment abioad 
Tlie doms are sometimes 
apprehended and jailed foi being in 
possession ot a dead bodv oi boms 
without the req iirtd documents But 
usually the doms make their wav 
through bribes and the\ even cross 
state borders with lelative ease 


I price foi a skeleton for them could 
I vdtv between Rs "0 and Rs 300 Ihe 
doms aie itluctant to talk about 
then mode oi operation and diey d) 
not ddinii that tli«\ >cll ti t bemes tc 
expoiteis V\e only take unclaimed 
I bodu s tiom the moigue and sell the 
I bones to tile students who leejuiie 
I iht ni tor the tr studies said one dom 
who lias been woi King at the morgue 
lot o\ti 30 years This brings us to 
I anothci curious aspect of the whole 
dfl rii The doms themselves admit 
that they take uni lainied bodies and 
strip them off then flesh for bones 
which they sell to medical students 
Students in turn claim to be regular 
ly purchasing skeletons or specimens 
of bones fiom the doms since the 
regular medical dealers do not have 
a ready stock c f skeletons The doms 
who force the medical students to 


pay an exorbitant ptice for a 
skeleton, themselves belong to the 
vicious circle responsible for the 
acute shortage of bones and 
skeletons in the medical colleges in 
Calcutta 

These doms are believed to loam 
around several cremation giounds 
and graveyaids in Calcutta, looking 
toi half burnt bodies oi buried corp 
ses that tan be exhumed It l^ ever 
possible that the doms procuie deael 
bodies from pooi families in cx 
change for a consideration sivinp 
them the expenses on last iites and 
ciemation To pet hold of a e^^ad 
body at the burial oi trernanon 
grounds is an easy job on dvcount ol 
the pool senility at range mints at 
those places Bodies floating m .r he 
banks of the Hoophlyoi at the i v t 
sides of neighbouring cities ,r, 
wise picked up and degrease o 1 n 
extiacting the bones Dt id bodies ol 
infants are pri/cd possession' lot the 
doms as child skeletons have a nigh 
price tag -ind account lor five p i 
cent of th( total ■.kcleroii t xjroi i 

On receiving eomplaints ib it i 
largtscdle racket in bodo , >t ( 
bones tht Calintla poh t mve m 
tensified riieii vigilam* on person 
who are alleged to be involved i tli 
bone business Censeepienllv ilit re 
art doms who art fating stiiou 
criminal charges and iit knguisliiup 
in the Dum Dum tail The doms do 
face the danger ot being nabbed bv 
the police but more ottm than nor 
the piiiict choose to link the i ific 
way On the other hand tlu untou h 
able doms ate the onl\ people in it.i | 
country who are wiliinp to sell the | 
unclaimed and unknown nodit s t ri i 
premium Tht death i itc nnnnp tin 
doms and others who subsist on tins 
practice of selling bones iiiihiding 
the staff of the exporteis who piiti 
the skeletons together is high Many 
suffer from gangrenous sepsis be 
cause ot constant tonnet with in 
fected coipses i 

It IS known to the police ttiat there . 
IS a large maiia in Calcutta which 
feeds the skeleton txpoit ni nke t it I 
this expoit has lo be banned oi ii ^ 
least severely re still t nl bv the eov 
ernment as has aliiaiU bee sag 
gested It would me an the riliilnlitv 
tion ot about 300 doni' me the it 
families who survive on the business 
of selling bones and eke ml in 
existence out of caiiving i oipsi s It 
would also mean tht tlosing down ol 
shutters ot a handful ot ixpoitcis 
who thrive on thi trade But it 1< ast , 
It would put an end to a nelanou*' ' 
practice that has bv now be come 
common knowldege . in India human 
life IS not expensive 
fUtuSmrin, Caleutta 
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CONVERSATION 


i Want to Lead a Better Life’ 


Charles Gurmukh Sobhraj told Ritu Sarin 


“Charlie has refused to come for 
the interview,” announced the war¬ 
den of Tihar Central Jail, where 
Charles Gurmukh Sobhraj returned 
after five years. (The staff of the jail 
was obviously familiar with Sobhraj 
who had the reputation of being one 
of the most popular convicts when he 
was lodged in Tihar after his sensa¬ 
tional arrest in New Delhi on 5 July 
1976.) “You will have to come back 
and try another time Sobhraj is a 
very moody person,” said the jail 
supermtendent, A.B. Shukla Howev¬ 
er, ten minutes later Sobhraj walked 
briskly into the superintendent’s 
office. He had, it seemed, changed 
his mind. However, more protests 
followed. “Meet my lawyers if you 
want an interview,” he said in his 
accented tone. Only after further 
persuasion did he agree to have a 
short conversation, but without 
touching upon his past criminal re¬ 
cord. 

The 41-year-old pale, visibly thin¬ 
ned Charles Sobhraj looked very 
different from the handsome, suave 
gems dealer who had been caught by 
the Delhi police eight years ago, 
photographs of whom had been 
flashed around the world, showing 
him either as an immaculately dres¬ 
sed businessman or a playboy in 
swimming trunks. One author 

described Sobhraj as “the most per¬ 
fect specimen of the human species. ” 
But the Sobhraj of today, who walked 
into the superintendent’s office, was 
a bespectacled, innocuously dressed 
middle-aged man Perhaps, he wore 
the white floppy hat to hide the 
receding hairline, which had been so 
conspicuous in recent photographs 
taken during his visits to the Tees 
Haiari court. Ritu Sarin spoke to 
Sobhraj in Tihar jail. However, the 
superintendent of the jail refused to 
give in writing that the interview had 
been conducted in his presence. Ex¬ 
cerpts: 

Q Were you expecting your 
gf rearrest outside Karwar 
_ Jail in spite of being free 
of all criminal charges in 

India? 

A: 1 had expected it. Still, for me, it 
was a great relief to be considered a 
free man in India. L was confident 
that 1 would be acquitted in both 
murder cases (A.A. Jacob case and 
Luke Solomon case). Even before my 
orders for release were shown to me, 
1 was told 1 would have to face 


extradition proceedings in Delhi 
on a request from the govern¬ 
ment of Thailand. I had prepared 
myself for being behind bars again 
and was not in an anxious (frame of) 
mind when I was shown the warrant 
of arrest by the police outside the 
prison gates 

The conclusion of criminal charges 
in Karwar is like the last chapter of 
the Indian episode of my life. This 
willJeavo an open door for me to lead 
a better life That is, if I win the 
extradition case in Delhi 

Q- When you were caught by the 
Delhi police outside Vikram Hotel, 
you were facing criminal charges for 
murdei, forgery and looting in Paris, 



Beirut, Kathmandu, Hong Kong and 
Saigon besides India. Now that you 
aie free in India, has any other 
government besides the government 
ot Thailand demanded your extradi¬ 
tion? 

A- There were charges against me 
in other countries, but I am not 
aware of any further requests. This is 
a legal matter—it is possible that the 
Indian government does not have an 
extradition treaty with these coun¬ 
tries. 

Q- If you are sent to Thailand... 

A' 1 do not want to talk about 
Thailand as yet. I will take up the 
matter with the Indian government 
and 1 am confident I will win the 


extradition case. I have just received 
the details of the Thai case from 
court. As per the records, supplied to 
me by the chief metropolitan magis¬ 
trate (Subhash Wason), I believe 
there is noprima facie evidence to 
connect me to the offences under 
which I have been charged. I will be 
giving all these details to lawyers 1 
have appointed in New Delhi to fight 
my case. 

Q; At the time of your release from 
Karwar, there was no member of 
your family or any friend to meet you 
outside prison. Did you not inform 
them about your release from 
Karwar? 

A. I have been leading an isolated 
life foi some time now. After I was 
convicted to life sentence in May 
1982 in the Varanasi case, I decided 
to put an end to all help and assist¬ 
ance from relatives and friends. 
Several people approached me with 
help (both financial and otherwise) 
but I put down their appeals. I said 
no, 1 am going to face my life alone. I 
gave the burden of a life sentence to 
myself alone. 

Q: While in prison, you have been 
the subject of two autobiographical 
sketches. Serpentine and Life and 
Crimes of Charles Sobhraj. Which 
manuscripts have you completed in 
Karwar Jail which you are now going 
to release for publishing? 

A. I have been in touch with sever¬ 
al authors during my term at Karwar. 
Richard Neville (the co-author of 
Life andCrimes)has been in contact 
with me and has been very helpful 
with advice on further writings as 
weU as with supplying me with read¬ 
ing material. I am also in touch with 
Dennis Reinhardt of the Sunday 
Times, London, for a book on my life. 

After I was acquitted in the Vara¬ 
nasi case, I wrote a fiction about the 
legal loopholes concerning Indian 
women. This manuscript is finished 
and the book will be published by 
Pan Publishers (who published the 
two other books). The story revolves 
around two sisters who are caught 
inescapably in the Indian system of 
doivry. I have tried to contrast the 
Indian women with women in the 
west and exposed the Indian dowry 
system. 

Q: In your years of captivity, have \ 
you come close enou^ to Indian 
women to write about traditions and 
cultures affecting them? 

A: I can say that I have picked up , 
the Indian mind even while Uving in 
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prisons Each race has its own back 
ground, culture and philosophy I 
have picked up a lot of Indian life 
and culture during my years here 
Because my father was an Indian, I 
already had an Indian connection 
and in prison I read many books 
about this country authored by Indi 
ans, which gave me an insight into 
the Indian mind and the life of 
Indian women, which is so difieitnt 
from the life that women lead in the 
western countries where I have lived 
Q Will you be exposing (in the 
book) only the pernicious dowry sys 
tern oi the Indian legal system as 
well’ 

A 1 do not want to expose t|e 
Indian law 1 have a lot of respect for 
Indian courts and Indian law 1 feel 
your democracy has succeeded only 
because of vour legal system If the 
Indian courts and legal system had 
not been strong and honest then it 
would have meant the end of the 
democratic system in India 
Since the past three months I have 
staited another fiction It will be 
called the Blatkisolf I have cum 
pleted nine chaptei s of the book 1 
have also signed an agreement with 
an Indian (outnalist tor co authoring 
a book on my life coveiing the ytais 
lS7b 198S While 1 will be wilting the 
biogiaphical pait of the book she 
will conduct interviews with various 
persons connected with mv life I 
Q Seiitdl film prodiuers haxe 
approached you for filming your life 
as one of the most celebrate d ci imin 1 
als of modem times Has any con \ 
tract been finalised’ I 

A One Hollywood product I Davio 
Brjee who had prociuced Midnight 
( xpress, signed a contract through 
» my agents of Life and C times for 
making a biographical f'lm about 
four years ago Since one vear theie 
has been no news from them 
Another producer had purchased the 
rights from the publishers of Serpen 
tine for making a morion picture but 
there has been no recent develop 
ment on this film also 
Q Are you m touch vtith your 
family in Vietnam orShireen Walker, 
the American writer who you mai 
ried in Varanasi lail’ 

A I did not want anv of these 
people to support me financially I 
had turned down all requests foi 
help As far as my family is con 
cerned, I met my mother last m 1976 
before I was arrested in New Delhi 
My father died at the time of the 
Vietnam war in 1973 ShireenWalker 
was deported from India soon after 
our marriage in Varanasi jail on 19 
November 1981 

Q How were you informed about 
' the death of Mane Andree Lecleic, 
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vour first wife and accomplice in 
several crimes’ 

A Mane Andree died on 20 April 
1981 and I was told about hei death 
in prison Coincidently, I was acquit 
ted in the Karwar case on 20 April 
1984 one year after the death of 
Mane Andree She had been re 
leased on bail by the Indian couits 
and had been hospitalised in Canada 
before her death I was deeply 
affected by her death After her 
death. 1 have come closet to God 
Though I have always believed in 
God Ipointing to an image of Christ 
hanging from a pen clip in his pock 
et,i It was after the news of Mane 
Andree’s illness that I came closer to 
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myself excuses for my 
paat l^eryoae is 
resiwnsible for what he 


God I decided then that ’ am going 
to forget my past, go into w iting in a 
big way and lead a straight life 
Mavbe I can become a successful 
wriier in India 

Q If you win tl e < xtiadttion case 
will lou continue r > hie in India"' 
A 1 will request the Indian go\ ein 
meni to allow me to stay in India I 
will fight under Article 5 and 8 of the 
Indian Constitution to be gianted 
Indun citizenship and will make a 
new beginning 

Q Will your pa' i allow you to lead 
a different, straight life’ 

A I do not deny that I have had a 
bad past But I believ e that what has 
happened was my karma All I can 


say now is that my future is goin^ to 
be very different from my past Smee 
the past few months (which I have 
spent in Indian jails) a lot has 
changed in my mind Since the past 
few months I have an urge to do 
something positive and to create 
something maybe through writing I 
cannot wash away my past but this 
does not mean 1 cannot be a different 
man 

Q Do you repent your past’ 

A 1 cannot reply to that All I can 
say IS that 1 admit my past was not 
good I do not want to have a future 
like my past 

() What motivated you to lead a 
life of crime and violence’ Was it 
poverty, a thiill for lawlessness or 
other influences’ 

A No, 11 was rot poverty It was 
because of the circumstances of m r 
life, because of the psychological 
experiences of mv life 1 or example, 
for about five years afte*" I was 16 17 
years old 1 did not have a national 
identin But why talk about these 
things now’ I do not want to give 
myself excuses for mv past Everyone 
IS responable for what he has done 1 
can only sav again that I attribute 
mv past to the c ircumstances of my 
life and psychological experiences 
that I had m my childhood 

Q But now you have to lace 
chaiges foi vour past actions in a 
land where laws are far mote tough 
than in India How will you defend 
yourself if extradited to Thailand’ 

A I cannot discuss that It will be 
subjudice since mv exti edition case 
IS oefore the court 

Q \ ou had said to the authors of 
life and Crimes that you will depi 
“eicn thing if you aie ever hauled 
up before the courts in Thailand 
A I do not want to comment about 
the possibility of my facing courts in 
Thailand 1 am confident I will win 
Q Tou had also said duiing m 
inters lew to the same authors that 
you nevei mill “good people' 

A I did not write the book myself I 
never said such things 
y Is It tiue that while being trans 
polled to the Tihat Cential Jail in an 
aimed coniov you treated the 
guaids and jailers with disrespect 
and hatassed them on the way’Even 
now at the jail there have been 
complaints about youi arrogant be 

hdl lOUl 

A We had no problem on the way 
In fact the journey to Delhi was quite 
nice As far as lihar jail is coq j 
cerned, people think receiv mg books 
and having leading material m ptis 
on IS being tieated like a VIP Does it 
mean if you have many books you are 
a VIP’ In prison, my best friends are 
my books and my typewriter 
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BORDER WAR 

Setting the Qiacler on Fire 

Indian and Pakistani forces exchange fire 


T he uneasy truce along the line of 
actual control in Kashmir has 
given way to a mini-war in the 
Siachen glacier region. While, the 
Pakistani and Indian pickets on both 
sides of the 74 km long glacier have 
been exchanging fire regularly, the 
Indian army has begun preparing for 
the worst. A team of mountain war¬ 
fare experts led by Lt General S.P. 
Hoon, who once commanded a corps 
in the Ladakh sector, has been flown 
in to organise the defence of the 
region in case of a joint thrust by 
Sino-Pakistani foices 
The first major ‘incident' occurred 
on 23 June 1984 when three Indian 
jawatiD at a forward observation post 
spotted a number of “mountaineers” 
moving towards the Siachen glacier. 
The snow-suited men were armed 
and were Pakistani soldiers probably 
belonging to the Northern Light In¬ 
fantry orrhe Special Services Group. 
With their field telephone dead, the 
jawans decided to ski down and 
intercept the Pakistani soldiers. At 
that moment, the Pakistanis opened 
fire, killing one jawan and injuring 
another. The third soldier, however, 
managed to escape and reach the 
main outpost in the area The Pakis¬ 
tani forces attacked, but were re¬ 
pulsed with heavy losses and scores 
of their dead and wounded were 
later flown out by helicopter to Bun- 
ji, the nearest Pakistani cantont- 
ment. 


Such incidents have been con¬ 
tinuing for the past one year. In the 
fighting so far, Pakistani foices have 
suffered at least 100 casualties. Ex 
changes of fire, in this yet- 
undeclared war, are common. In 
February this year, Indian and Pakis¬ 
tani forces fired at each other for a 
record 17 days at a stretch. The 
Pakistani Air Force has also been 
active and their fighter aircraft have 
continuously violated Indian aii 
space. According to Lt, General M.L. 
Chibber, GOC-in-C, northern com¬ 
mand, Pakistani fighters violated In¬ 
dian airspace mainly on photo 
reconnaissance missions. They have 
also tried to intercept lAF transport 
aircraft which were dropping sup¬ 
plies on the border outposts. 

The main reason for the dispute 
goes back to the 1949 Karachi agree 
mont and the summit at Shimla 
between Z.A. Bhutto and Indira Gan¬ 
dhi in 1972. At Karachi, the cease 
fire line was drawn upto Point NJ to 
the south of the glacier and no deci 
sion was taken regarding the glacier 
region. The Shimla agreement also 
disregarded the Siachen aiea with 
the line terminating at point NJ 
9842, neai Thang. Thus, the Siachen 
area was left unmarked on the map. 
Meanwhile maps, including those 
issued by the United States have 
shown the glacier area as a part of 
Pakistan. 

With intelligence reports suggest¬ 


ing that Pakistan was planning to 
occupy the area and was forming a 
special snow warfare force, it was 
decided to launch a number of ex¬ 
peditions to strengthen India’s 
claims on the area. The first expedi¬ 
tion was led by Col N. Kumar of the 
High Altitude Warfare School 
(HAWS) at Sonmarg in October 1978. 

A nearby mountain, Apsaras I, was 
also scaled by a group of army moun¬ 
taineers led ijy Brig. K.N. Thadani in 
1980. The next year, another expedi¬ 
tion was launched by the Indian 
army and two mountain peaks, Sia 
Kangri and Saltoro Kangri were 
scaled. 

It was precisely such flag-waving 
exercises that the Pakistanis re¬ 
sented and in turn began to prepare 
for a big international expedition on 
Indian territory in 1984 and set up 
manned outposts through ihe winter 
of 1983-84. It was then that the 
Indian government decided to take 
action A battalion of the Kumaon 
regiment wa.s hastily airlifted to the 
the Siachen glacier area in Novem¬ 
ber 1983 In conditions which makes 
survival ditficuli (temperatures j 
down to - sO'C and blizzards), the 
Kumaonis began taking up their posi¬ 
tions on the glacier and set up 
machine gun nests The price they 
have had to pay was heavy. 
Altogether 27 officers and jawans 
wore killed last year, not by Pakista¬ 
ni snipers but by an avalanche. 

What IS the reason for such a bitter 
war lor the control of an area which 
is nothing more than an icy waste¬ 
land? According to a number of offic 
ers of the Indian army, the attacks 
could be probes by the Pakistani 
army to test the Indian positions 
before a major campaign to gain 
control over the strategically located 
Siachen glacier. This in turn would 
give the Pakistani armed forces a 
foothold in the Nubra valley adjoin¬ 
ing the glacier and brighten its 
chances of cutting off Ladakh and 
the entire Karakoram region. 

The Pakistan government has also 
launched a Strong propaganda offen¬ 
sive. The Pakistan foreign minister 
Sahebzada Yakub Khan recently told 
the newly-elected Pakistan National 
Assembly that the glacier region 
“formed a part of the northern area^ 
of Pakistan” and claimed that diplo¬ 
mats of both countries had already 
discussed the issue. According to 
him, three flag meetings between the 
Indian and Pakistani commanders 
have been held to settle the prob¬ 
lems. 


A map showing the position of Siachen glacier 
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NARCOTICS 

Crackdown on Drug-pushers 


Delhi pulicenwn iv( over 100 kg of heioin 


I n June the Delhi police,sei/ed a 
huge amount of naicotics espei lal 
ly the expensively pnfLtl drug 'he 
roin’. in foui sepaiatt raids The 
amount recoveied exceeds the total 
haul made in 1980 Raids on smug 
glers and their hideouts have te 
suited in the retovciy of moic than 
100 kgs ol heroin wotth at least Rs SO 
trores in the West When lompared 
to the' seizures ol heioin in the eapit 
al during the past levs veais it hi 
comes clear that the diiig business 
has been taken over by a well 
organised network of smugglers Ihe 
first time heioin was si i/ed was in 
1980 when SOO gm' was tteosired 
from a smalltime carnet lailiei 
raids had lesiilted in the si i/uri s >)i 
hashish and opium whiih do not 
fetch such high ptiei s in the interna 
nonal niarki t 1-ioin 19S0 then has 
been a stiadc ncicaie in siizuies 
in 198 f 27 kgs of he loin was sei/< d 
and 4S kgs wen leioviied in 1984 
Ihe seiruK have affeeted the 
naicoties ti tdc in thi capital llii 
most noioiieus smuggle is an ni 
police custodv and otliei small rimr 
opciatois who have been smuggling 
hashish and heioin have pone undei 
giound Heroin hashish ot adultci 
ated heioin tonimonlv known as 
'smack or ‘brown sngai an no 
longet easih available 

The diug syndicate, busted by the 
, Delhi police appeal s to have had 
connections with a largei iiiteina 
tional gang in Pakistan and Afghanis 
tan They also eontt oiled a latge pai t 
ot the narcotic j trade in the capital 
According to police souices the n 
tent arrests are mainly due to the 
sustained interrogation ot pet son', 
arrested earlier this year The king 
pins of Delhi’s nartorics racket, 8ai 
mukh Singh and Ishwai Kumai C hop 
ra were arrested bj the Delhi police 
this year Sarmukh Singh has 
susequentlv been released on bail 

Sarmukh Singh was nabbed with 
I'Se kgs of 'smack’ in his cai in the 
Karol Bdgh area In tact Singh has 
been listed by the police as a noto 
nous smuggler In 1961, he was 
airested for smuggling gold Attei 
lying low for seveial years, he took to 
peddling narcotics He met Ishwar 
Chopra in the beginning of 1980 and 
the two decided to become 'part 
\ners ’ In December they visited 
I' Pakistan 

lUyihAV an Jtfm^ jutw ibas 


lshw.tr Kumar Chopia has been 
airested for bootlegging and smug 
gling thd/ds He once ran an illicit 
liciuoi business with his eldei 
biothcT Idgatinarh thopia in the 
Daiya (,dni area before switching to 
iiditotics He soon bceame a big 
nanu anti he is said to have smuggled 
I hero.n and hashish worth crores of 
ii.ptcs On 29 August 1984 he was 
j one of il’< 11 pel '.ons arrested in 
connection with the seizure of 497 
I kgs of hashish valued at Rs 10 lakhs 
' .It Bidhioui lattan village in R S 
Puid te/isi/ boidciing Pakistan 
Ishwai Chopra was howevei, le 
I leased on bail bv the Jammu and 
I Kdshmit Hieh C oiiit since there was 
no moot ot his duett involvement 
the ) iinmu polKC ate tiowever like 
K lo revive the case because ot the 
.uicst ol Chopra in Delhi 

Iht K) veai old smuggler was 
liii.illv nabbed on 14 June iieai the 
I Amba cinema in Delhi At the time of 
ai I c St In was in possession of heroin 
I woit!’ R, thici tlines Iht heroin 
1 C ho))i a toritesscd had reached Delhi 
tioni Afghanistan viaPak'stan acioss 
I the Punidb bo’dei Chopias pass 
I pen (No 96'i019) showed that in the 
I pasi thite vt.iis he has visited Pakis 
I tan zt times and also tiavilled to 
I Hong Kong Manila Singapoie and 
lan/anid A peisonal diaiv seized 
I 1 1 oni among his belongings t oniained 
the names ot seveial “poweitui and 
high tanking Indian officials” A 
visiting caid ot Sajid Hassai fust 
secicfaiv (commercial) in the Pakis 
tan embassy was also recovered 
Chopid piesentlv being nicrrogated 
by till police isdveiv .ital link foi 
the Delhi police to make further 
airests Already, Chopia has named 
ihc top di ug pushet s Iiv mg a ross the 
I bolder They ate Seili Abid, 
Chaudhuiy Akram. Chaudhury 
I 'Vusut Chaiidhmv Mahboob, Iqbal 
1 and kid lot Javed Ai,.ording to the 


iswar Kumar Chopra top smuggler 



polite, It IS Mdior Javed who is the 
biggest heroin smugglei in Pakistan 
Both Sarmukh Stngh and Ishwai 
Chopra smuggled into Delhi the ton 
tiaband supplied by these Pakistani 
smugglers 

While Singh and Chopra operated 
mainh from Delhi and visited Pakis 
tan regularlv , the arrest of Abdul 
Ldtil, a Pakistani national disguised 
as a Sikh has given a new dimension 
to the case Abdul 1 atif was caught 
on 9 June following a tip ott while he 
was iiding his scootei, (I)II 8294) in 
which 45 kgs of contraband had been 
concealed The police also seized 450 
kgs ot hashish marked ‘ made in 
Afghanistan ’ fioni an isolated spot 
near the Gurudwara tJobind Sai on 
the G1 Kama] Road A total ot 510 
kgs of hashish valued at mine th.u 
Rs five Cl ores was tec overt d Thice 
Sri Lankan passports wtie a.so 
seized along with some photographs 
and letters wiitten in L rd>i 

Immedialelv altci his aire t 
Abdul latif claimed his name wa-. 
Baldcv Singh and he was a ttsidenr 
of a village neai Lahoit It was onh 
during inteiiogdiion that he lonfes . 
std he was not a Sikh but a Pakistani 
national passing oft as one Mt admit 
ted that he belonged Jo ihc Miia Ki 
Khui area ot I ahoit and had slipptd 
into Amntsai lastvcai att< i inuidti 
mg Munnawai Khan the brothei ot a 
Colonel in the Pakistani .umv On 
leaching Amntsai, he met Jagii 
Singh and became a drug pusliei He 
also confessed that iht consignments 
of hashish which wtit rtcovered i 
tiom him belonged to Chaudhiiiv I 
Ynsut ot Lahoic the ssndicatt lead j 
ei there Iht link between Abdul 
1 atif and Sarmukh Siiigh was csiab 
lished Not only had both named 
Chaudhury A usut as their ‘lontact' 
m I dhoit but because consignments 
recovc red fioin both were idtnticallv 
packc'd in neat olive guen tanv.is 
bags Both pc 1 sons also named C hop 
la as one ol iht top smugglers in 
Delhi 

Semoi police ottiiials mtludmg 
H C Jatav additional commissioner 
of police Delhi i ange and 
Chaudhury Raghubii Singh assis 
tant commissumer of police north 
district claim that one ot the reasons 
why such aries's do not have aft 
impact is betdusc of extre melv le 
nient laws against nai tones smug¬ 
glers The m.iMmum impiisonment 
for a person convicted m a narcotics 
case IS ihiee yeais I yen m the most 
serious cases, ai rested pet sons ar^ 
released on bail after three to sttk 
months Top smugmers like Ishvi^ 
Chopra, will probabfy bounce baeltwi 
a few months • 

Wbi Ssrin, New Dafftf 
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NORTH EAST 

Chastened by the Centre 


j Lnion uovanwient to resolve 

T he dispute over the Assam 
Nagaland border which resulted 
in violence and death in the Merapa 
ni area is now to be taken up by a 
high level committee to be appointed 
bv the government soon The deci 
oion that the centre should intervene 
to resolve the border dispute be 
tween the Congress(l) ruled states, 
was taken when the home minister 
S B Chavan and the two state chief 
ministers Hiteshwar Saikia and S C 
Jamir, met on 18 June The hour long 
meeting of the ministers was the first 
I maior step taken by the government 
to hammei out a solution to the 


bordol dispiiio 

recent clash ovei the “constitutional 
boundary” of Assam and Nagaland 
Although only a few details were 
available of the outcome of the meet 
ing after it was over both chief 
ministers affirmed then faith in the 
committee and its decisions on the 
dispute They agreed that till the 
committee is set up to make r< c om 
niendations on the sensitive smia 
tion, the police forces of both the 
Congiessfll states would be with 
drawn to positions prioi to 26 Ma\ 
The entire area which has bteomt an 
“area of confiontation would be 
manned by personnel of the A‘sam 


Kitle' and the Bolder Security Force 
Although the meeting of the home 
minister with the chief ministers is 
said to have paved the wav for a 
peaceful solution it is evident that 
the hostilities will not end soon The 
home ministei had requested the two 
thuf minisieis to lefrain fiom mak 
ing an\ public statements which 
could leopaidisc the agreement 
leachtd on tin setting up of the 
committci when he arrived at Kohi 
ma on 21 lunc But chief minister 
SC Jainit chaiged the Assam gov 
ernment with indulging in a “flag 
lant violation ot tin 1S72 interim 
agreement between the two states 
During questioi houi in the state 
A'^scinblv the chid rnimstci SC 
Janiir if it< lated th it thev had set up 
only four police po i in the disputed 
ate 1 when the As an government | 
had est ibli lied 1 po i 
Kltu Sarin, M«w Delhi I * 
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Sabotage in the Air 


I t was the ghastliest disaster to 
strike an Indian airline On the 
morning of 23 June IBS's, an Air 
India Jumbo (Boeing 747) with 329 
people on board suddenly crashed 
into the Atlantic about 180 miles 
off Cork, on the south western coast 
of Ireland There were no survivors 
The extermination was complete A 
couple of RAF planes, three heli 
copters and an Irish warship which 
set out on a rescue mission soon 
after automatic distress signals 
were received from the ill fated 
Jumbo found only debris and corp 
ses on the water Was the Jumbo 
then, blown up bv terrorists in 
mid air’ 

The plane disappeared from the 
radar screen at 12 45 pm 1ST, bare 
ly ten minutes after it had reported 
to the control tower that everything 
was normal According to union 


minister of state for ciiil aviation 
Ashoke Gehltn An explosion is 
considered a possible caus' of the 
disaster in view of the fai t that the 
wreckage is sptcad ovti tight 
kilometres’ Although aii'ines 
sources in London could not isi 11 
tain the cause of the ciash thtv loo 
did not rule out an explosion or 
sabotage Officials at Shiiinon air 
poit said that the airiraft appeared 
to have “dropped like a sioiu ’ fi om 
a height of 11,000 feet 
David I^armount who is the air 
transport editor of flight Intern i 
tional in an interview to the BBC 
cited circumstantial evidence 
pointing to a bomb explosion a> the 
cause of the crash A Boeing 747 
can fly on only one engine and at 
that altitude it could glide toi half 
an hour without engine power But 
this would take the Air India plane 


*ut'Kj on i(s on < tl in whd* it 
di ai ptaiid T t U ' it 'in 1 
inoiini ■, li 1 I I n oida« | I 

I’ll )' I ( t mnulo niinou ' 
cl nil on t II .11 ind In v tin avoid 
I'lim No M vda\ i I was le 
i e ived tl mi *iu [Inn Anel cvci if 
it (lectin il in' been 

knoi I e d out o( oidci winch is 
v( IV iinliktlv iu Plane radio 
would luvi I tpi luiinirig foi about 
hilt an him on b me tits 1 ear 
mount aKo aid iliii ai the altitude 
the plane was tiinsing it the pilot 
would have hid i lot of time to 
legdin eontrol oi'r turbulence 
“But if the aiiitatt hid been sev 
erelv damage et the n he might not 
have had am coritiol to regain 
1 he scenario ot the e i ash 1 eai 
mount ‘petuld*e'l scrtam‘ at vou 
that It was a bomb 
When the "’47 di-,appcaicd from 
1 adar scree ns the Shannon eontrol 
tower ladioed the pilot of the TWA 
flight ■’70 anothei Jumbo which 
was cruising 1 200 metre'- above the 
Air India aircrait’s last reported 
position ‘ He (the TWA pilot) was 
told to look out of the window,” 
said Tim Keane a spokesman at 
Shannon airport “Bur he couldn’t 
see anything T here was cloud cov 
ei at 4 570 metres ’ 

Among the dead was 'V Nayuda 
ma, former director of India’s Cen 
tral Weather Research Institute, 
Inder Thakur, a model who was the 
flight pursei on the plane and hun 
dreds of othei Indians Incidental 
ly, the only Sikhs on the flight were 
with their families 
A Special Conmapondam 
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The course taken by the Ak India Jumbo 
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Hum a n Bloo d for the Goddess 

Brutal chiJd sacrifices shock the people of a small town 


W hen Radhamohan Bank (14), 
Akhil Bank (14) and Jalandhar 
(Kdlia) Bank (12) did not come back 
home from the village fair on IS 
June, little did their parents realise 
that they had met a gory end their 
heads had been smashed against the 
walls of a Durga temple on Maninag 
Hill and their blood smeared on the 
ground in sacrifice to the goddess of 
shaktt As news of the bloody ritual 
spread people in nearbj Ranpur 
were left in a state of shock I ew 
believed that the temple could be the 
scene of a gruesome triple murder 
I he oldest residents of the area 
claim that in the distant past, the 
temple was known for human sacri 
fices in the month of Magha (Janu 
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ary February) Drums would be 
I sounded and royal messengers would 
» make announcements, telling people 
not to look for missing members of 
then families, hinting that they had 
been sacrificed But according to 
Bijoy Basant Sahu, the officer in 
charge of the Ranpur police station, 
there is no record of any human 
sacrifice in the area 
Radhamohan, the youngest of the 
three sons of Sanatan Bank, Akhil, 
one of the six children of Bhikari 
Bank and Jalandhar, one of the five 
sons of Bansidhar Bank were close 
friends, studying in the village 
school, in classes six, five and four 
respectively They belonged to poor 
barbers’ families in Ranpurgaih, 
which lies 65 kms from Bhu 
baneswar On 15 June, Raia Sankran 
ti Day, a festival of the young cele 
brated in parts of Orissa, the three 
I boys were seen in the village, swing 
mg on ropes from a tree They played 
1 among themselves till 3 30 pm that 
^ day, and were next seen in the tern 
, pie at the foot of Maninag Hill, half a 


kilometre from the village, where the 
annual Raja Sankranti fair is held 
The boys were at the fair till 5 30 pm 
when they were last seen 

The boys’ parents and relatives 
started worrying about their long 
absence When thev failed to locate 
them at the fair, they had hoped the 
boys had gone to set the plays being 
staged in the neighbouring villages 
ana would return the next morning 
Bui when the bovs did not turn up, 
the families began then search 

It was the youngest son of a carpen 
ter, Guna Maharana who first disco 
vered their dead bodies in the woods 
next to the temple The backs of their 
heads had been battered and their 
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bloqd was smeared on the temple 
altar The police quoted the dortoi as 
saying that the saciifue was per 
formed between six and nine pm and 
that the boys had tiied to resist 
The police are yet to trace the 


BOMBAY 

The Great Flood 


B ombay’s first sp> 11 of heavy rain 
all this season—about 340 mm 
in 24 hours—on 17 June brought the 
city to a standstill It left 27 persons 
dead and telephone lines throughout 
the city were down for more than five 
days The city’s transport services 
were worst affected the local trams, 
BEST buses as well as private vehi 
cles did not venture out And as the 
city limped back to normal, the 
marooned Bombayites faced the grim 


culprits A carpenter, Guna Mahar* 
ana and his two sons, Kabi and 
Chhdbi, who belong to Ladukeswar- 
sahi a neighbouring village were 
interrogated tor several days Suspi 
cion about the involvement of the 
Mahaianas arose because Kabi had 
gone to the hilltop early that morn¬ 
ing and Guna and his sons are gamb 
lets who might have thought of 
appeasing the goddess with the chil¬ 
dren's blood to ensure their good 
future The sub inspector of Ranpur 
police station said some materials 
were seized from the house ot the 
Maharanas which were used in gamb¬ 
ling The local villagers, however, 
were unhappv about the police inves¬ 
tigation Thev alleged that the police 
and the gamblers were working 
hand in hand 

I he sub inspector of the local tha 
n.i said the police were searching ft r 
Rabi, the eldest son of Guna Manar 
ana, who was not available in Ran 
pur A search has also startt ’ for 
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some sorcerers in the area on whose 
advice the children may have been 
sacrificed on 15 June which was an 
auspicious day, being a Saturday as 
well as a Sankranti day 
Samte P, Nanda, Hai^mr 


prospect of gemng used to floods 
during the rainy season Kisan 
Mehta, one of the most active mem 
bers of the Save Bombay Committee, 
has made it clear that floods are 
unavoidable because of the aty’s 
geographical location and its one¬ 
sided development 
Whenever the ramfall is more than 
4 mm per hour, and it coincides with 
high tide, the drainage system in the 
aty is l^ely to break down This 


Heavy showers bring the city to a standstill 
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A road in Bombay aftei thi hra\v lains 

ytai, even though the city’s municip 
al coipoidtion cleared the diains at i 
tost of Rb IS lakhs and temoted the 
)aJ/is over th< manholes in older to 
improve the flow of waiei into the 
giiltirs, then veit floods in mo't of 
the low Ivinc an ot the citv In tht 
aieas like Colaba (ihatkopai and 
Bombivli watei trom the flooded 
I stree-ts even enteied the piound flooi 
I of buddings 

I TSot evtn a Bf SI banJ/i can paia 


I lyst the cirv the way heavy rainfall 
does The reason about 7S per eent 
of the tity’s woik force have to 
, commute from the northern to the 
southern part of the city every day 
With the loads flooded and the rail 
wav tiacks unde? thiec feet of water, 
the tianspoi' scivices remained pa 
ralysed and veiv tew ol the 20 lakh 
office goers and woikcrs could leach 
the Colaba Carnac Bunder stietch, 
the busiest business disiiict in tht 



city 

The leclamation ot land at Naii 
man Point is believed to be another 
reason for the floodings in the aiea 
between Shivap Park and Andheri 
Earlier, all the water flowed into the 
sea but now, with land being re 
claimed on the outei side of the 
original island, natural drainage is 
impeded Diains in the island city 
are also choked 

Dr David Pinto, the high piolilt ‘A’ 
Ward municipal officer who spent 
most of his time going lound the 
flooded areas on 17 June said, 
“When high tide and continuous 
heavy rain coincide, then even God 
cannot he Ip the city I wt nt up to tht 
sea front at Naiiman Point and C ufle 
Paiade to see whethei ihcie was an I 
oulllowof water into the sea and saw 
that the level of the stoi m w iter and | 
sea water wcie the same Anoihet 
problem, said Di Piiito i. that bull 
I ders do not pi ovule drainage and ' 
seweiage tacilitif s toi thi ruvelyton I 
I strut ted skvstrapeis in B mtha Kliat 
and ill the easie'iri and wesieui sub 
urbs 1 V eii the housing hoai d dot s | 
not piftvide tht St faciliius he I 
added 

(Hga Tdlls, Bombay 
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Communication Gap 

/ hr postal ‘>11 ike in the state ends 


E itn thtiuf’b the 'tvendiiv old 
postal ,tnki was lilted on 12 
[line the Post and Telegiaph fP 
and 1) (Itpaitmtni tiltlustitc snll 
tatci pioblems Whilt the picsi 
dent 111 the W st Bengal Highii 
1 StC'intlarv touiicilhas appealedto 
the P and I dcviaiimeut tocvpcditc 
1 the titlnci' of answti scupis the 
po‘t mastti geneial (PMG)otWtst 
Bengal I ( Rov admits that though 
stuteigol letters have oegan some 
paiiti liat’s au still held up in 
Oi 1 isa 

llic siiikt w-IS called tin f) Junt by 
the All Intlia Mail Seivuc I mplovees 
in pititest against tht gtivcrnmc nt’s 
I decision to ab ilivli the sorting of mail 
I in ti nil. tht intiodaction ot compii 
' tens and tht government’s policv to 
reotgamse the Railway M ul Seivice 
and the Mad Motor Sc met The dav 
aftei the token strikt letter. Vitgan 
piling up at the General Post Otlicc 
^ (GPOl in Calcutta Ihciievtdav the 
I Rt set v e 1 rained Pool ( RTP ) workers 
. who loined the strikt weie pre 
I vented fiom resuming dutv That 
day at a meeting in front ot the 
PMG’s oflice in Calcutta, the striker-- 
j declared that unless the retrench 
meni orders on the RIP employees 

•>2 


WPie withdiawn they would go on a 
total and indefinite strike The PMC 
now wanted moie time to decide as 
he was “dependent’ on directives 
tiom Delhi Meanwhile, the em 
ployees went to office, signed the 
attendant legistei but did little else 

The delay affected thousands of 
ptople, including pensioners and 
pool labourers Besides railway re 
ciepts, paicels containing life saving 
medicines and other essentials also 
lemained uncleared On 8 June, a 
spokesman of tht Post and Telegraph 
department in Delhi, called the 
strike ‘ illegal’’ and said that the 
booking ot insured letters and pai 
eels would be suspended due to the 
non cooperation of a section ol the 
staff in tht West Bengal postal circle 
Mr Roy spoke about alternate mea 
sures including fiesh rcciuitments 
and help from the army postal ser 
vices to deal with the agitation Such 
arrangements however, could not be 
made 

On 11 Tune, with postal services in 
West Bengal still paralysed and the 
strike by agitating employees enter 
mg the fifth day, the PMG met Jyoti 
Basu By now, the post offices were 
ciammed with letters and many let 


teis weic bung di sli vtd bv fhi 
lam Jiicsmkt was 1 iial'’ liticil the 
next dav aftn tht tliitl n mi )ei 
appealed lo the .riikti u hit ilu 
stiiko 1 he I( asoii whv tht strike had I 
continued was tin dt pai tment s deci 
Sion to retrench tht RTP wtikeis I 
When tht strike was withdrawn, it 
was said that llicii applications wcie 
being scieened and most oi them 
would be allowed to it loiii woik 
Had the auihontics in Delhi dt alt 
with the problem seriouslv the siiua 
non would not have woisenit'lt is 
believed that the union communica I 
tions minister Ram Nivas Miidha was 
not even awaie of tht situation when 
the chief ministei spoke to him over 
the phone Dipen Ghosh, MP and 
president ot the coordination tom 
mittee of the Ceiittal Goveinment 
Employees Association, t laimed that 
neither Mirdha noi the director 
general of Post and Telegraphs could 
be contacted during his visit to Delhi 
Ghosh also pointed out that the re 
conciliation officer appointed to look 
into the demands of the sti iktng RMS 
employees had not even served a 
notice to declare the stiike illegal 
The foimation of the RTP, he 
claimed was the brainchild of former 
communications ministei C M | 
Stephen in order to deal with sink 
mg workers, as the RTP men, not 
being protected by seivice rules 
would not gain anything bv loining a 
strike 

v' 

Rudnmath Sanyal, CahuHa 
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Structures of Uncertainty 

But construction of houses at the Sainik Farms continues 


R emember Sainik Farms? Those 
islands of opulence in posh 
south Delhi where the demolition 
squad of the Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi (MCD) descended in May 
1983 to cause havoc and destruction. 
The demolition of 13 unauthorised 
farmhouses had created ripples in 
the capital as the list of residents of 
the 600-acre area read like a who’s 
who of Delhi. Among those who had 
suffered the wrath of the demolition 
squad were Rajan Nanda, managing 
director of Escorts, Narenderjeet 
Singh, owner of Yorks Hotel, Sanjay 
Dabur, Ashok Malhotra and Surinder 
Singh Pahwa, all prominent Delhi 
busines.smen. Among those whose 
bungalows were not demolished 
were Mrs Amteshwar Anand, mother 
of Menaka Gandhi, Vikram Mahajan, 
chairman of Eicher Tractors and a 
number of others 

The Sainik Farms are once again in 
the news. After an ominous silence in 
the vicinity for fear of further de¬ 
molitions, hectic activity is visible 
once again. While some farmhouses 
demolished beyond repair on 12 and 
13 May 1984 are still in the same 
I state, other farmhouses are being 
constructed in their neighbourhood. 
This, despite the fact that there has 
been no change in the status of the 
Sainik Farms area which comes 
under Section four of the Land Ac¬ 
quisition Act and prohibits any con¬ 
struction activity without the passing 


of building bylaws. The new struc¬ 
tures, like the earlier ones, have 
come up violating municipal regula¬ 
tions that apply to the area. Even 
after 1983, as many as 100 palatial 
farmhouses and villas, all of them 
unauthorised, have been built re¬ 
gardless of municipal rules. 

Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA) officials have called the 
Sainik Farms complex the greatest 
land scandal in the country. Real 
estate agents point out that the land 
speculation in the area has perhaps 
been unprecedented. Farmland 
prices in the area have increased 
three-fold in the past five years. 
Today land in the Sainik Farms costs 
between Rs ten and Rs 15 lakhs per 
acre. The Sainik Farms, situated in a 
rural belt marked ‘green,’ are noti¬ 
fied under Section four of the Land 
Acquisition Act, which prohibits con¬ 
struction if any farm is less than 
two-and-a-half acres and if the 
approach road leading to the farm is 
less than 30 sq ft wide. Not one of the 
400-odd farmhouses that have been 
built has sanctioned building plan. 
Not one farmhouse has a 30-foot road 
leading up to it. 

What is interesting is that there 
are at present two parallel move¬ 
ments operating in the area. While 
the MCD is planning to acquire sec 
tions of Sainik Farms as part of its 
proposal to take over 13,000 acres of 
village land in south Delhi, the resi¬ 


dents of Sainik Farms are confident 
that a package deal they are nego¬ 
tiating with the authorities will soon 
materialise. Both views are gaining 
momentum and rumours are afloat— 
on the one hand that Sainik Farms 
will become an authorised residen¬ 
tial colony, and on the other that the 
MCD may once again resort to sud¬ 
den demolitions. 

How can acquisition and regular- 
isation go hand in hand? “Why not?” 
demanded Prem Kumar, vice- 
chairman of the DDA who has been 
involved in finding a solution to the 
problem and is now waiting for a 
final decision from the government. 
He explained:' “An unauthorised, 
illegal residential colony has sprung 
up in the Sainik Farms in the guise of 
farmland area. In fact, there is little 
or no farming activity there. We are 
negotiating for a package deal with 
the sainiks whereby, they will retain 
only 25 per cent of the plots pun:h- 
ased by them. For this deal, we are 
doing away with the usual red tape 
and we hope the regtilarisation will 
be an example for further regularisa- 
tions in Delhi.” He added that if the 
MCD imposes Section six of the 
Land Acquisition Act before the 
orders of regularisation in the area, 
then too, they will go ahead with 
their plans. 

However, according to R.S. Sethi, 
deputy commissionerof Delhi, thereis 
little chance of the Sainik Farms 
being regularised, since orders have 
already been issued for the land to 
be taken over under Section six. 
“Some notices in adjoining villages 
have already been posted. There is 
no question of the residents being 
allowed to get away with such illegal 
constructions. Compensation will be 
paid to the original owners. We are 
going ahead with our plans of ac¬ 
quisition.” Caught between these 
two views are the original Sainik 
Farm'residents, transferred civilians 
and civilians, all of whom purport to 
be residents of the.Sainik Farms.Said 
Major M.L. Malhotra, patron of the 
Sainik Farms Residents’ Welfare 
Association: “There is a petition 
pending in the High Court because of 
which there can be orders for ac¬ 
quisition or demolition. We are hop¬ 
ing the government will agree to our 
package deal and exclude the built- 
up houses from their acquisiton 
plans.” 

What exposes the callousness of 
the municipal authorities in the mat¬ 
ter is that, in spite of the past demoli¬ 
tions and the widely publicised fact 
that all farmhouses are unauthorised 
structures, construction activity has 
progressed unchecked. Though MCD 
officials declare there has been very 
little construction after May 1983, 
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dozens of houses have been built 
there recently with many farmhouses 
still under construction. According to 
some owners, the MCD squads make 
regular surveys of new constructions 
and sometimes even demolish their 
small boundary walls. Their actions 
are not taken seriously as the walls 
are immediately raised again. 

Who are the people who have 
purchased land in the Sainik Farms 
recently and even built upon it, 
knowing full well that the area was 
likely to be acquired by the DDA 
soon and that all construction there 
was illegal? This is a question that 
the residents and the municipal au¬ 
thorities are hesitant to answer. 
There are no complete records of 
ownership in the area since large 
plots have changed hands, mostly 
through power of attorney deals. 
Since the cost of land has shot up 
over the years and land prices have 
gone up to Rs 10 to 15 lakhs per acre, 
the new purchasers are some of the 
wealthiest citizens of Delhi. 

Whatever be the nature of the 
construction, there is no doubt that 
the 600 acre tract of land has 
changed beyond recognition because 
of illegal construction Before 1960, 
this was an undeveloped brick kiln 
area, part of which was allotted for 
housing retired armed forces person¬ 
nel. The land marked as “rural green 
belt” in the first master plan of the 
DDA (formulated in 1961) was given 
to armed forces personnel. The 



Sainik Society was registered as a 
body'in 1963 and though there were 
no takers for the land at that time, 
the demand went up soon. Unautho¬ 
rised houses came up. some ordinary 
cottages, others marble and stone 
mansions. Land changed hands and 
many civilians purchased farms. 
Brig. B.S. Perhar, chairman of the 
Sainik Farms Association pointed 
out; “We came here more than 20 
years ago, not knowing that our 
houses would not be regularised. 
Ever since we have resided here, 
there has been a swoid hanging over 
our heads. It was the ministry of 
defence which asked us to occupy 
this land. Now the works and housing 
ministry wants to acquire it. 

There have recently been a series 




of meetings to sort out this problem. 
It is believed that senior officials of 
the DDA together with the Lt Gov¬ 
ernor, M.M.K. Wali are in favour of 
finalising the package deal with the 
residents. MCD officials, however, 
are against the regularisation of un¬ 
authorised constructions. They insist 
that not a single of the 400-odd 
houses, farmhouses, and hutments 
have got their building plans sanc¬ 
tioned. Others, who are against reg¬ 
ularisation of farmhouses point out 
that the fears expressed by former Lt ’ 
Governor of Delhi, Jagmohan who 
had been the architect of the demoli¬ 
tion drama of 1983, have only come 
true. 

Even before the demolitions, Jag¬ 
mohan had discussed the dire con¬ 
sequences of illegal construction in 
the Sainik Farm area. “If the lands 
are not acquired they would be sub¬ 
ject to speculation and would be 
colonised under the cover of setting 
up farmhou.ses.” This is what has 
happened in the Sainik Farmstoday. 
The farmhouses are nothing more 
than extended kitchen gardens, and 
what exists today is a hotchpotch of 
unauthorised residential settlements 
built under the name of farmland It 
IS now to be .seen whether the DDA 
and the MCD will succumb to the 
pressure of the residents, because ot 
the political patronage enjoyed by 
some residents and refrain from ac¬ 
quisition or demolition. 

RHu Sarin, Naw Delhi 


ARCHITECTURE 

Living Among the Dead 

Squatters encroach upon historical monuments 


E ncroachers and squatters aided 
by toughs are no respecters of the 
dead. Even as the state archaeology 
department is struggling to acquire 
the Paigah tombs by fighting a court 
case instituted by a distant relative 
of the Paigah family, the courtyard 
and pavilions of the mausoleums are 
being overrun by the illegal occu¬ 
pants who have paid a customary 
amount to reside among the graves. 
With the police not interested in 
clearing the area, the sprawling 
tombs are likely to be divided into 
plots for sale if the present situation 
continues. 

The tombs of the once-famous 
Paigah family on the outskirts of 
Hyderabad are well-known for the 
delicate intricacy of stucco orna¬ 
mentation, a speciality of the Deccan 
region. But only a few manage to get 
a glimpse of the tombs nowadays. 


Strangers are discouraged from en¬ 
tering the tombs and a number of 
burly /iingf-clad men lounging near 
the gateway bar the way. Inside the 
high walls of the courtyard is a 
flourishing slum. 

The tombs have been identified as 
monuments which require protection 
for they “stand out as the most 
remarkable example of the regional 
Mughal variation style” of 
architecture, according to a recent 
study of historical monuments of 
Hyderabad sponsored by the Hyder¬ 
abad Urban Development Authority 
(HUDA). The state department of 
archaeology initiated proceedings to 
notify the tombs and their environs 
as protected monuments and the 
state government issued the 4( 1) pre¬ 
liminary notification in 1983 with a 
two months’ notice period for any 
interested member of the public to 


raise objections to the acquiring of 
the monument by the archaeological 
department. Mohd. Dilawaruddin 
Khan, a descendant of the Paigahs 
obtained an injunction from the High 
Court aga’nst the archaeology de¬ 
partment’s notification in October 
1983. Since then, the once-deserted 
courtyard of the tombs has become 
full of shacks. The hut-dwellers say 
that they have paid up to Rs 500 to 
Dilawaruddin Khan to be allowed to 
put up their huts within the three- 
and a-half acre tomb complex of 
courtyards and gardens. The main 
gateway to the tombs—a double¬ 
storeyed structure housing a naubat 
khana (a place for the beating of 
drums at regular intervals) with 
rooms for attendants—is now a den 
for anti social elements. 

According to Dilawaruddin Khan, 
most of his family members are 
almost paupers: which is why he has 
returned to the tombs: “Jab aadmi 
ke pas kutch nahi rahta, koi ghar 
nahi, to woh apne baap ki kabar par 
hi aata hat (when one has nowhere to 
live, one returns to his ancestors’ 
tombs.)” Dilawaruddin Khan, who 
also lives among the tombs, filed his 
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petition on the grounds that religious 
seremonies will not be allowed after 
the tombs are declared protected 
monuments The city police howev 
er, have not removed the en 
croachers despite the archaeological 
depaitment having requested them 
over SIX months ago to evict the 
illegal occupants Meanwhile the 1 
monuments are being defaced and 
material from the walls being re 
moved bv the encroachers to build 
up then shacks Childun romp 
around merrily breaking up pieces of 
the delicate ornamentation on the I 
walls 

There art many graves ‘■ome t vc n 
25 years old Dilawaiuddin s ancestors 
are also bin led in the complex but 
the main branch of the Faigah lamilv 
which has been in effect the tusio 
dian of the tombs and has even kept 
a watchman to tend tht graves ha‘ 
given Its permission for the 
aichaeolugical department to take 
over tht tombs Before the state 
goveinment issued the pi«liminar> 


notification, Begum Zaheer Yar Tung 
gave permission in writing to the 
archaeological department to take 
over the protection and conservation 
of the tombs 

An illustrious family of Hyderabad 
state the Paigahs were mastei bull 
dels having built the Faluknumaa 
palace which was later taken over bv 
the Ni^am Then aiihitecture was an 
elegant combination of Luropean in 
flueiices on the Mughal Dectan style 
I h» tombs are an exquisite example 
ol the stucco ornamentation which is 
a special featuit of Hvderabad’s 
buildings 

1 and values in the area have re 
cently shot up to Rs 150 to Rs 200 a 
sq yaid It is believed that the three 
and a halt acre complex will bt sub 
divi led and sold as plots A member 
ot the familv said bitteilv “That 
tcilow will sell the bones ot hi-, 
foiefathcis He is only laving a lalse 
claim on the tombs for Ins own de 
VIoils ends 

Shubha Smgh, Hyderabad 


ENDEAVOUR 

Triumph Over Tragedy 

Handicapped dancer returns to the stage 



Sndlw (left) In the film Maynrl 


A t 10 30 pm on 2 May 1981 Sudha 
Chandran’s nightmare began 
Sudha, d Bharat Natyam dancer and 
her parents had just completed their 
annual pilgrimage to the Lord Muiu 
gan temple at Vayalur and were 
returning from Tiruchi to Madras 
The bus she was travelling in col 
Tided with another bus killing one 



person and seriously iniuring Sudha 
and her parents 

The hospital authorities refused to 
attend to them immediately—com 
pletion of forms in tiiplicaie takes 
oriority over saving lives Sudha not 
only received medical attention late, 
but when it was given, it proved to be 
disastrous Sudha’s injuiy was re 


latively simple—a flesh wound and a 
fracture in the thigh But the wound 
was stitched up without being 
cleaned and within thiee days, com¬ 
plications set in, with Sudha i unnmg 
a high fever Her parents tried their 
best to get her discharged from the 
Tiruchi General Hospital but police 
formalities had to be completed Pre¬ 
cious rime was lost and by the time 
she was taken to the Vijaya Hospital 
in Madras, gangrene had set in 
Accoiding to Dr PV Mohandas, a 
doctor at the Vijaya hospital, 
amputation was the only answer, 
even though it would destroy Sudha’s 
cat eer 

Lven as a child Sudha was in 
terested in dancing Her mother cn 
rolled her in a dancing school before 
she was four years old At the age of 
eight, Sudha had her arangetram and 
by the time she was 17 >hi had 
staged 80 public performances On S 
June, howevei, a month a^te. her 
accident, Sudha was told that hei 
right leg would have to be ampu 
rated, thiee inches below the knee 
The operation was scheduled foi the 
next day Talking to Si ndav Sudha 
says “1 was shatteied I felt so bit 
ter—I kept asking God Wnv did it 
have to be me’ 1 didn’t want to live 
Death seemed less painful But T was 
a minoi and mv parents had already 
given permission for tht amputation 
The reahfv of amputation was so 
devastating that my brain couldn’t 
take it anv moie 1 became numb I 
just withdrew from everything and 
everyone ’ 

It was Di Derrick D’Souza, Dr 
Mohandas assistant, who mentally 
prepared her for hei amputation and . 
gave her hope and confidence Dui I 
mg the SIX months she was convalesc- j 
ing in Vijaya Hospital, Di D’ Souza 
painstakingly prepared liei to face 1 
thefuture Then after reading about I 
DrPK Sethi's Jaipur loouSudha met 
him m Septembei 1981 When Sudha ' 
asked him whether she could lesume | 
her dancing with an artificial limb. 
Dr Sethi, aMagsavsayawaid winner 
replied “Why not’’’ That inspired 
her and strengthened her resolve 
She returned to Bombav 

At first ..he began to hobble 
around the house to got used to the 
artificial leg As he* gait improved 
she tried dancing It was not only 
flow, It was teriibly painful There 
were times when the stump bled and 
she would collapse in pain and frus 
tration But she would resume, more 
determined than ever Her dancing 
instructor Guru Ramaswanu 

Bhagavathar was also a great help 

Dr Sethi’s Jaipur foot, unlike the 
other artificial limbs available in the 
country is pliant, and enables the 
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patient to move with ease Had it not 
been for Dr Sethi, Sudha would ncv 
er have been able to resume her 
dancing She was fmallv able to give 
her first public performance after 
the in)uiy on 21 Januaiy 19S4 in 
Bombay It was a triumphant com 
eback At that time, Ramop Ran 
editoi of the Telugu daily I cnadu 
decided to make a film based on 
Sudha s expet icnces He got in touch 
with Sudha so that she could narrate 
some of hei experiences The direc 
tor of the film Sieenivasa Rao was 
also impit ssed by Sudha s t xprtssive 
and sensitive features and gave hti 
the lole He was confident that he 
would be able to mould Sudha for the 
role The film May uii is a box office 
hit At the time of writing it has 
already complete d 100 days The film 
has been dubbed in Malayalam and 
Tamil and will be remade in Hindi 
again with Sudha in the lead loic At 
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Sudha Chandran 


Can Indians Abroad Vote? 


M Bbfnahes in rhB Reptesentattun 
People’s Act 1951 are pre 
vantufg a number of Indians work 
tpg al^oad fiom exercising iheir 
£rdochise, a right guaranteed to 
thhm by Article 126 of the Constitu¬ 
tion The Election Commission has 
recently issued a notification 
saying that overseas Indians will 
not given voting lights without 
giving any legal oi constitutional 
justification Ihe Kuwait 
Malavalet Samatam, a cultuial 
organisation representing 
Malayalees working there has 
moved the Kerala High Couii 
saying that denial of voting rights 
to overseas Indiahs 15 a viohttion of 
a constitutional right A division 
tench of the Kerala High Court has 
Msued notices to respondents m 
eluding the Election Commission of 
India 

All democratic countries have 
given postal voting rights to their 
citizens working ahioad foi 
French citizens in Ponditheny, 
postal ballots are provided by the 
French government Constito 
tionally, an adult Indian citizen can 
only be denied voting rights if he is 
of unsound mxnd or if he has been 
disqualified by a ceort of law for 
corrupt practiceB- TteRepreseptm 
Hmi m People’s Ate gives 


guaranteed to them bv the Con 
stitution Another clause gives vot 
Ing lights to women in government 
service abroad but not their hus 
bands staying with them Legal ex 
pel ts claim that this is a violation of 
constitutional rights 

Thus* any ctUzen who gets a job 
abroad adtomatichliy becomes a 
Stateless person the denial of vot 
mg privileges implies that citizens 
should prefer to stay m India with 
out employment rather than look 
for a 40 b Outside, if he wants vopog 
rmhts in India So, by denying vot 
mg rights to over 12 nulhob citizens 
of India, a large nuinber of the 
literate and earning members of 
the electorate are hot allowed to 
have their say in the demopanc 
process of the government 

If i^he court decides that this is 
indeed a violation 0 I constitutional 
fights, a new literate and well to do 
voting bloc wiU make a big impact 
On the electoral system The impact 
will be felt mostly m states like 
Kerala and Punjab as many Kera 
tiles and Puniabis are living 
abroad According to estimates, 
theie are more thap one million 
Keralites working in the Gulf 
States, sg %ri^ 4etekm 


a functi, n organised bv the Madras 
Telugu Academy m honour of Sudha 
Chandran on 16 June, Ramoji Rao 
told Si NOAY that he had invested Rs 
26 lakhs in the film and expects to 
make Rs 70 to Rs 80 lakhs He 
pointed out that the film is not 
entirely autobiographical lo en 
hante the saleability of the film, 
masa/a has been introduced in the 
parb of a wicked stepmother and a 
heartless boyfriend 
In an miervu w with Si nday, direc 
tor Sreenivasa Rao said Sudha has 
a \erv expressive face As far as I was 
concerned the fact that she had no 
acting exptiienct was hti biggest 
asset She was unspoilt by the expen 
ence Her face is so sensitive that it 
can project the character and not 
Sudha alone Rao believes that 
Sudha IS a natural acriess and dis 
agrees that her line pc rformance was 
purely because of her experiences 
He savs ihat she acted e qually well in 
the love scenes and those whtic she 
is abused by hei nagging stev mother 
Said Sudha s fathcI Sudha was shv 
and docile before her accuient but 
now she IS confident ind strong I am 
no longei womtd about her 1 know 
that whattvci be the situation he 
can take caie ot heiself fullv B i 
Sudha has not been overwhelmed by ' 
the sudden flush of fame and for 
tune She is happv but in a relaxed 
wav Hti trageclv has given hci a 
quiet strength She is mattci ot tact 
and down to earth 

Though her fimp is veiv noneeable 
when she walks it is impossible to 
believe that she has an artificial leg 
when she is dancing Her mudrds are 
perfect her dbhuid} lemarkable In 
fact Sudha’s biggest asset is htr 
expressive fact She has a stage 
presence and with the help ot her 
dance mastei Sudha has mastered 
almost all the difficult steps She has 
made no compiomises about her 
footvvoik Sudha who is doing her 
post graduation told Sc nday in an 
interview the day after her peiform 
ance in Madras ‘The accident made 
mo more aggressive Oddlv enough, 

11 made me more sure of myself Dr 
Sethi, Dr D’Souza my instructor and 
my patents helped me immensely It 
was their support that strengthened 
mv resolve and determination to con 
tinue with my dancing” Sudha le 
cently signed on another Tamil film 
Sarvam Shakamavum bv Ben Sunn 
der Asked how she leacted to the 
film offer Sudha replied ‘ I saw it as 
yet another challenge ” She says she 
will accept only those roles which she 
considers “good and challenging ” 
However, dancing will always get top 
priority 

Anita fratap, Madraa 
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> TECHNOLOGY 

Tussle Over Typewriters 

Government departments hold conflicting views 


T he government’s attempt to intro¬ 
duce new technology as a part of 
its electronics policy has not always 
been successful mainly because of 
bureaucratic wranglings. Two years 
ago, the Planning Commission and 
the ministry of finance had proposed 
to phase out the obsolete manual 
typewriters with electronic 
machines, but the suggestions were 
disregarded. At present a major con¬ 
troversy is raging over the classifica¬ 
tion of typewriters. While the fi¬ 
nance ministry and the office of the 
Director General of Technology De 
velopment (DGTDj are insisting on 
indigenisanon of electronic typewri¬ 
ters in the country which can only be 
a part of the existing licensing prog¬ 
ramme under their control, the De¬ 
partment of Electronics (DoE) feels 
that production of electronic type¬ 
writers should commence on a large 
scale with licences issued by them 
The ministry has issued licences to 
12 companies for the indigenous 
manufacture of electronic typewii- 
ters, with a permission to import the 
necessary foreign components. The 


total production capacity is about 
80,000 typewriters (the present 
capacity for manual machines is 
1,20,000) per year. These licences are 
in addition to two licences issued to 
the Network and the Logic com¬ 
panies by the DoE. According to DoE 
officials, further licences should also 
be granted by them as typewriters 
have become electronic items. “The 
government should not consider this 
a mechanical item any more and give 
all incentives to manufacturers who 
are a part of the electronics policy,” 
said one official of the department. 
However, DGTD officials explain 
that under the Industrial Develop¬ 
ment Regulation Act of 1981, li¬ 
cences are issued for manufacture of 
“typewriters” alone. There has been 
no change in the policy of granting 
industrial permits for the manufac¬ 
ture of either electric or electronic 
typewriters. “For us the typewriter is 
still a mechanical item. Persons 
already producing the item have to 
lequest for a fresh endorsement of 
their licence,” explained one official 
Surprisingly, the only company to 
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have successfully manufactured elec¬ 
tronic typewriters indigenously is 
the one which has been denied a 
licence by the DGTD. The Godrej 
and Boyce manufacturing company 
which has an industrial licence to 
manufacture 50,000 manual typewri¬ 
ters annually and is among the 
largest typewriter-producing com¬ 
panies in the country, designed an 
electronic model with 100 per cent 
indigenous components, two years 
ago. Today, while others have got 
licences, it is only Godrej which has 
been denied permission to produce 
electronic typewriters. The company, 
in 1984, obtained a stay order from 
the Bombay High Court against the 
order of the finance ministry. The 
stay order was challenged by the 
ministry and the ca.se is pending at 
the Supreme Court. 

According to N. P. Paul of Godrej, 
“The present controversy over the 
classification of typewriters '.'"ly 
proves that the government has not 
decided on its new policy. It is unfor¬ 
tunate that the goverrinieni, while 
trying to encourage a new industry, 
is only giving a fillip to foreign 
collaborations and large scale im¬ 
ports. If the government was en¬ 
couraging indigenisanon then why 
have we not been given a licence,” he 
demanded. 

Electronic typewriters may be 
available at prices between Rs 7,000 
and Rs 10,000 (the present price of 
typewriters) very soon. Already, 
portable electronic typewriters are 
sold at ITDC duty free shops for Rs 
4,000 and more electronic typewri¬ 
ters are likely to be imported or 
smuggled in. Foreseeing such de¬ 
velopments, the DoE had initially 
proposed that the electronic typewri¬ 
ter should be classified as a compu¬ 
ter under the new electronics policy 
to encourage the industry and give 
incentives to entrepreneurs. The 
DGTD did not agree saying that the 
typewriter was a mechanical item 
and could not be called a “computer” 
since it did not have a display termin¬ 
al. The technical data provided by 
the DoE did not convince the DGTD 
or the ministry to alter its stand. 

The government’s electronics poli¬ 
cy IS geared towards technological 
advancement. Officials of the Plan¬ 
ning Commission admit that their 
aim was to rejuvenate the typewriter 
industry. In its list of proposals on 
consumer durables (including type¬ 
writers) which will form a part of the 
Seventh Five Year Plan proposals, 
the Planning Commission has reiter¬ 
ated . that manual typewriters are 
considered obsolete in most develop¬ 
ing countries, 
mill taHIn, Mew Oeffi/. 
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NEWS 


SRI LANKA 

Peace at L ast 

But will it last? 

T he 'ceasefire in Sri Lanka’ is one 
of the best developments in the 
island in the wake of the July 1983 
racial holocaust. On 18 June, the 
minister for national security, Lalith 
Athulathmudali announced in Col¬ 
ombo that the five major Tamil mili¬ 
tant groups and the Sri Lankan au¬ 
thorities had agreed to a ceasefire. 
The Sri Lankan government had pre¬ 
viously refused to admit that a full- 
fledged war was being fought be¬ 
tween the Tamil militants and the 
security forces, a war that was about 
to involve the civilians before it was 
arrested by the truce. “The cessation 
of hostilities from both sides,” as the 
Sri Lankan government prefers to 
pul it, will bring about the right 
climate for the resumption of nego¬ 
tiations for the formulation of a 
permanent political settlement with¬ 
in the unitary structure of Sri Lanka. 

The day the ceasefire was 
announced, A.S Balasingham, a 
spokesman of the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) told Sunday 
that the decision about the ceasefire 
was a unilateral one taken by the Sri 
Lankan government without consult¬ 
ing the militant groups. The Eelam 
National Liberation Front (ENLF) 
which comprises the LTTE, EROS, 
EPRLF and TELO all militantgrnups, 
will agree only to a “conditional” I 
ceasefire. Their first condition is the 
return of the armed forces to the 
barracks which by itself indicates the 
conciliatory stand of the militants 
who had earlier demanded the with¬ 
drawal of troops from the Tamil 
homelands. The militants demand 
that the surveillance zones and the 
prohibited zones (fishermen along a 
stretch of the coast have had to 
abandon their homes and retreat to 
the interiors) be suspended. Another 
demand is that all restrictions on 
vehicular traffic in the north be 
suspended and that all political pris¬ 
oners be released. Finally, the mili¬ 
tants want the emergency laws in¬ 
cluding the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act to be withdrawn. Balasingham 
stated that the decision to observe a 
ceasefire would depend upon the 
implementation of these sets of con¬ 
ditions. He points out that a ceasefire 
can be effective only if the Tamil 
civilians can live normal lives. It now 
appears that the Sri Lankan govern¬ 
ment is willing to grant these “re¬ 
laxations” as a gesture of goodwill. 
The militants are convinced that 


the Anuradhapura incident in which 
about 150 Sinhala civilians were kil¬ 
led led to a drastic change in the 
attitude of the Sri Lankan govern¬ 
ment which till then had become 
progressively anti-Indian. The cease¬ 
fire is also a tribute to India’s good 
I offices. Soon after the summit talks 
between Prime Minister Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi and Sri Lankan President J.R. 
Jayewardene, emissaries of the Indi¬ 
an government got in touch with the 
militants and conveyed to them the 
Sri Lankan government’s demand for 
a 'cessation of violence ’ The ENLF 
agreed but only if its six conditions 
were met. The conditions were con¬ 
veyed to the Sri Lankan authorities 
who promptly announced the cease¬ 
fire without informing the LTTE that 


most of the conditions would be met. 

The ceasefire, nevertheless 
appears to be a reality. However, 
there are two factors that threaten to 
violate the ceasefire. Only the five 
major militant groups including the 
PLOT headed by Uma Maheshwaran 
have agreed in principle to the cease¬ 
fire. There are about 35 small splin¬ 
ter groups that are continuing gueril¬ 
la operations and there is always the 
pos.sibility that these groups may 
again take to violence. Groups that 
have representatives in India have 
been asked by the Indian govern¬ 
ment to maintain a low profile. 
However, there are a host of these 
small guerilla outfits in Sn Lanka. It 
would be impossible for the Indian 
government to contact and persuade 
them to adhere to the ceasefire. 
Groups like the Tamil Eelam Army 
headed by Panarguda Maheshwaran 
(which was responsible for the Mad¬ 
ras airport blast) are continuing their 


opeidtions, the last one being the ^ 
blowing up of a rail track in Vavu- 
niya on 18 June. Asked whether the 
ENLF would try to police them, B. R. 
Balasingham said they did not exer¬ 
cise any control over these groups. 
But he felt that such fears were 
unfounded as these small groups do 
not have the resources or personnel 
to attack the security forces in the 
barracks. 

The attacks by the Sinhala security 
forces are often in retaliation to 
guerilla operations. So, if the mili¬ 
tants give up violent a ctivi ties, peace 
should prevail. The LTTE has made 
it very clear that should the security 
forces break the truce, they would 
retaliate. They have also stated that 
cessation of hostilities does not en¬ 


tail “laying down arms” or giving up 
the armed revolutionary struggle. 
They have only agreed to “hold fire.” 

The ceasefire is the first step to¬ 
wards a permanent political settle¬ 
ment that would fulfil the legitimate 
aspirations of the Sri Lankan Tamils. 
Balasingham said that the ceasefire 
will last 12 weeks. Before the dead¬ 
line expires, the militants expect the 
Sri Lankan authorities to come up 
with new proposals. If they don’t, 
guerilla warfare will be resumed. 
These proposals would be adjudged 
by the Indian government, the mili¬ 
tants and the TULF and if they were 
found to be acceptable, negotiations 
would be resumed. TULF secretary 
A. Amirthalingam told Sunday that 
any future negotiations with the Sri 
Lankan government must include 
the militants. It is clear that if the 
talks fail again, the onus of failure 
would not have to be shouldered by 
the TULF alone. Balasingham said 
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that the fresh proposals should not 
only satisfy the legitimate aspira 
tions of the Tamils but also r^lect 
the consensus of the Sinhala popula 
tion Though the government of India 
advocates a federal set up, the Sri 
Lankan authorities are not keen to 
go in for more than district councils 
or provincial councils The nature of 
the distribution of power and funds, 
the system of security, police admi 
nistration, the development piojecis 
that would be taken up would have to 
be clearly defined in the proposals so 
that there are no giey areas, said 
Balasingham By sending constitu 
tional experts for talks with their 
Indian countei parts, Jayewardene 
has pioved that he is seriously think 


ing in terms of constitutional amend 
ments to provide basic parameters of 
self governance to the 1 amils 
The militants, particularly the 
LTTE, have never been in favour of 
negotiations Asked whether they 
had diluted their stand due to press 
ure by India Balasingham said that 
they were responding to the Sri 
Lankan government only because of 
India’s “advice ” “We know we have 
an honest broker in the Prime Minis 
ter It may be pointed out that this is 
identical to the TULF’s stand in 198 ^ 
when they, on India’s advice had 
entered into negotiations with the 
Sri I^nkan government They had 
hoi:ed that India s mediatory role 
would compel the lave wardenc gov 


ernment to grant a measure of auton¬ 
omy to the Tamils What guarantee is 
there that the same exercise will not 
be repeated all over again’ Mr Bala 
singham’s leply is “The TULF is a 
parliamentary party We are struc 
rurally different in that we are a 
political military organisation When 
Jayewardene went back on his prom 
ise in 1984, there was nothing that 
the TULP could do If he plays the 
same game now, we are not helpless 
We will resume our guerilla opera 
tions A.nd it would be clear to all 
that Javtwardene is not sincere m 
gi anting autonomy to the lamils and 
that he IS embroiled in a crisis of bis 
making ’ 

Anita Pratap, Madraa 


INDIAN OCFAN 


Cold War in Warm Waters 



A BuMian aircraft carrier enters the Indian Ocean 


T he questionof noutralisationof the 
Indian Ocean aiea was men 
tioned in the loint statement issued 
at the end ot Prime Ministei Rajiv 
Gandhi’s lecent visit to the Soviet 
Union The lOint communique ex 
pressed support foi the UN General 
Assembly decision to “convene with 
out delay a confeience on the Indian 
Ocean as a rone of peace ’ I he non 
aligned states were in favour of this 
even in 1971 

The UN declaration that the Indian 
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Ocean should be n tOf nised is a /one 
ot peace onlv exists on papci Ihc 
two supti powei who hive the kt v 
to the problem neit not in anv mood 
to oblige the pu mott rs ot thi jicace 
rone concept as their tcspec live in 
terests led to the bmld uj) I hi IS\ 
hasntvei made anv seen l of its vital 
etonomic and irnlitarv inteiests that 
aie at stake in the Indian Oican 
region The I'SA has to pi iitci its 
friends in the region as well as a 
majoi tiade r lutc as it gets almost 40 


pel cent ot its oil supplies trom West 
Asia The question of dismantling its 
spiawlmg naval complex in the area 
does not uise 

Iht tntiifc VVestern bloc’s thinking 
on the mattei is clearly reflected in 
the statetnint made by Colonel 
loiiathan Alfoid depatj diiector ot 
the I ondon based Init rnatmnal ’nsti 
tutc for Stidtegic Studies He said, 
“zone o* peace arc nice little ab 
stractions that beai httlt relation to 
the icalities of international politics 
as thev ai c today Insulation horn the 
main (111 le Ills 111 supeipowei politics 
is lint iioi jiossiblc 

Ihe niiliiaiv build up in Diego Gar 
,,ia b\ tilt t S \ was an e xeusc for the 
Sov tt I moil to maintain a stumg 
presence m the Indian Ocean The 
Sov It 1 Union has made it cleai that it 
also has It tends and dependants to 
tait toi The Soviet naval buildup 
cannot be coinpaied to that of the US 
but tven the I SA is aware that a 
build up in Diego (tarcia would com 
pel the Soviet Union to strengthen its 
pitstiici 

rht most disquieting aspect, 
howcvii is the attitude ot some of 
India s neighbours Sn Lanka, for 
inst intc along with India had initi 
aicd the move at the UN to neutral 
ise thi^ Indi in Ocean but has shitted 
us position It IS believed that the Sri 
Lankin Ftcsideiu, Tunius fayewar 
dt nt along with President Zia ul 
llaq of Pakistan fi'els that “the Indi 
an Ocean peace rone concept was 
leicdlistK and if implemented would 
make the Indian Ocean an ‘Indian 
lake Professor loel Larus ot the 
Ni w \oik University also believes 
that the rone of peace proposal was 
a loini Indo Soviet proposal ’’ With 
the Soviet Union in a bargaining 
position the recent Indo Soviet joint 
statement on the issue is likely to 
pave the way for some new develop 
ment 

Biiofa Chattarjaa, CAIeutta 
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Lost Abroad 

A t times when the 
national capital re¬ 
gion plan and Delhi’s re¬ 
vised masterplan are 
being widely discussed, 
the person who could be 
called one of the founding 
fathers of both plans, has 
been forgotten. But this is 
not the first time that 55- 
year old Sayed S. Shafi, 
former chief town and 
country planner of the 
government, has gone un¬ 
recognised for his work— 
at home. Disgusted by the 
bureaucratic manner in 
which the country’s plan¬ 
ning organisations are run, 
Shafi quit his job with the 
Delhi Development Au¬ 
thority two years ago. to 
take up a two-year assign¬ 
ment in Saudi Arabia for 
the redevelopment of the 



holy city of Mecca for Mus¬ 
lims. In 1960, the govern¬ 
ment had deputed Shafi to 
work for the United Na- 
lion.s in Iraq to advise the 
authorities there on the 
planning of Baghdad. 
Musul and Basra. He had 
served several states as 
the president of the Indian 
Institute of Town Plan¬ 


ners. But later, Shafi’s 
warnings of the pathetic 
state of town planning 
went largely unheeded. In 
his own words, he had to 
“fight tooth and nail” for 
the implementation of de¬ 
velopmental concepts of 
planning in the capital 
Now Shafi is off again— 
this time on an eight-week 
visit to the United States 
and Japan to deliver a 
series of lectures on urban 
planning. It is a pity that 
after fighting for the pre¬ 
servation of Delhi for the 
last 30 years, a seasoned 
country planner like Shafi 
.should be forced to use his 
talents for the develop¬ 
ment of other cities. After 
all, it is in India, where 
metropolitan towns are 
fast heading towards 
“planned anarchy” that 
his skills are needed most. 



One that Got 
Away 

T he tirade launched by 
the three famous dan¬ 
cers, Yamini Krishnamur- 
ti, Sonal Mansingh and 
Uma Sharma, against the 
organisers of the Festival 
of India in France and 
America paid its dividends 
for at least one of them. A 
few days after the press 
conference in which Yami¬ 
ni Krishnamurti had 
spearheaded the attack on 
the officials for not includ¬ 
ing the three dancers for 
the festivals, she was' 
handed an invitation to 


perform for the Paris fes¬ 
tival by the Indian Council 
of Cultural Relations. She 
was scheduled to give 
seven performances in 
Paris beginning from 21 
June. Despite her earlier 
show of solidarity for the 
dancers’ common cause. 


she departed for Paris. 
A beaming Yamini Knsh 
namurthi left to dance her 
way into the hearts of au- 
idiences in Paris. For her 
it was a deserved victory— 
even if Sonal Mansingh 
and Uma Sharma could 
not eventually make it . 


The Advertising 
^Biir 

T here is little, they say, 
that William “Bill” 
Phillips has not excelled 
in. Tennis, golf, skiing- 
...and of course, advertis¬ 
ing. The chairman and 
chief executive of the Ogil- 
vy group and chairman of 
dgilvy and Mather Worl¬ 
dwide had to be a man of 
special qualities—of 
which David Ogilvy makes 
sure. 

Phillips, who is popu¬ 
larly known as Bill, joined 
Ogilvy and Mather in 1959 
and 22 years later, became 
its chairman and chief ex¬ 
ecutive. In the second 
week of June,followingthe 
footsteps of David Ogilvy 
who came to New Delhi 
during the Asian Advertis¬ 
ing Congress a few years 
ago. Bill was here to 
attend the international 
training programme of 
Ogilvy and Mather held in 
Srinagar from 9 to 18 
June. He also presented 
an audio-visual show to in¬ 
vitees from the world of 
business at New Delhi’s 
Hyatt Regency Hotel. And 
for those still negotiating 
the rungs of advertising. 
Bill had a little piece of 
advice a la David Ogilvy. 

“If we failed to train, we 
would have failed to learn 
from the past. We would 
have failed to exploit the 
present and we would 
have failed to prepare 
ourselves for the future.” 


Administrative 

Tonic 

A ndhra Pradesh’s chief 
minister N.T. Rama 
Rao is trying to steal a 
march over Prime Minis¬ 
ter Rajiv Gandhi in toning 
up his administration. 
While Rajiv Gandhi has 
been talking of the need to 
streamline the central gov¬ 
ernment and make it more 
efficient, NTR has decided 
to improve the efficiency 
of his government, right 
away. He has commis¬ 


sioned the .services of the 
renowned management 
consultant and author, 
M.K. Rustomji, to review 
existing administrative 


M.K. RnstonOI: Dr Efficieiicy 


standards in his state—to 
find out if it subserves 
the needs of ■ the people 
efficiently. Mr Rustom¬ 
ji will examine how well 
public complaints are 
attended to. He will re¬ 
commend suitable mea¬ 
sures to improve stan¬ 


submit his report in six 
months and has got 
together a team of seven 
people, including a few re¬ 
tired chief secretaries of 
Andhra Pradesh. The 
Andhra Pradesh govern¬ 
ment presently has a total 
staff of seven lakh em¬ 
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dards of operation and 
also suggest how a proper 
work ethos, which rewards 
hard work, innovative¬ 
ness, initiative and effi¬ 
ciency, while effectively 
deterring inefficiency can 
be developed. 

Rustomji will have to 


ployees. Rustomji initiaUy 
considered bringing out 
full page advertisements 
in the Andhra Pradesh 
newspapers reminding 
government servants that 
they are the servants of 
the public, and not vice 
versa. 
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VARIETY/Science 


Heart of Steel 

Jjapanese researchers 
• have developed a bat¬ 
tery powered artificial 
heart that can be built into 
a recipient’s body enabl¬ 
ing users to move freely. 
The new heait has plastic 
ventricles on both sides of 
a stainless-steel cylindric¬ 
al drum With a motor and 
piston rods that push and pull compression plates in the 
drum, pumping blood in and out as m a natural heart. 
The recipient would carry a large storage' battery on a j 
belt to charge the smaller battery built into the body 
that would drive the motor The interior battery could 
drive the motor for only a few hours the new artificial 
heart con automatically control us rate, depending on 
whether the recipient is motionless oi walking, by 
measuring enzymes in the blood with an optical sensor 


The Cure for Hypertension 


C an calcium, the main mineral toiirid in milk and hard 
water, help to prevent high blood pressure? An 
American specialist believes i( c.io, lending new support 
to the eroded slogan that milk is good tor you. Prof. 
David McCarroii of Oregon Health ScieiRcs University 
has studied the computerised records of people in 

the US aged between 18 and 74 to test his theory that 
there is a direct link between the amount of calcium we 
consume and the likelihood of suffering hypertension. 
His research has found that people suffering from 
hypertension were consuming between IS and 22 pei 
cent less calcium than those with normal blood piessurc. 
Another significant breakthrough is ihe discoveiy that 
the areas served by soft water proiiiiced more hyperten- | 
sion than those with hard water j 


Algae: Genetic Engineers I 

I 

B lue-green algaes are 
said TO he among the 
oldest and toughest life 
forms on earth. It is pre¬ 
sumed that these threads 
of red, green and blue 
dominated life in the 
oceans 600 million years I 
ago, even before fossils be j 
gan to be l.iid down. They 
can even flourish in the bleakest of n.ttural environ¬ 
ments and as they can fix their own nitrogen, their 
nutritional requirements are minimal. 

It has now been discovered that these organisms can 
engineer and restructure their own nitrogen-fixing 
genes, by gathering inactive nitrogen from the air. What 
is of special importance to the genetic engineers is the 
way these organisms biochemically exclude oxygen from 
the cells. Scientists can now hope to reduce the costly 
fertiliser requirements of crop plants by substituting the 
process of natural nitrogen-fixing of the plant kingdom. 




Ensuring Copter Safety 


A new kind of rotor that 
can constantly check 
itself to ensure all is well 
will soon bring extra safe¬ 
ty to the helicopter, pre¬ 
dicts the Westland heli¬ 
copter company in Eng¬ 
land. The rotor is piobably 
the most important part of 
a helicopter and has been 



the subject of much research to try and reduce the . 


possibility of rotor failures Rotor life and reliability 
have been greatly increased by ihe use of carbon fibre, 
reinforced plastics and other composites. Programmes 
now on hand will develop the idea and take it to the 
stage where a self-interrogating rotor will become a 


reality. Fibre optic gauges could be built into any part of 
the rotor and would be used to constantly check the 
strains being put on that part of the rotoi and to give 
early warning that such strains are reaching a dangerous 
level. There has been a change in the traditional shape 
of the rotor blades—the latest blades look more like 
paddles. Used with special aerofoil sections, the blade 
vsrovides substantially greater thrust and extends the 
forward speed potential of the rotor to well in excess of 
200 knots 


Lipocortin: The Effective Agent 

A method of ptoducing a novel substance with the 
potential for treating inflammatory diseases such as 
arthritis and asthma, has been discovered by scientists 
at the Harvard Medical School, Massachusetts. The 
preparation, lipocortin, is one of the family of rare 
iiuman pioteins which the delence system of the body 
produces under certain circumstances. Because lipocor¬ 
tin is generated naturally by ihe hodv to fight inflamma- 
non, It has the potential of being an eflective therapeu¬ 
tic agent that avoids undesirable side effects associated 
with substances synthesised in the laboraiory But only 
tmy amounts of the mateiial have been available for 
study Scientists have now developed a way of making 
enough lipocortin, by genetic engineering techniques. 


Shooting Through the Ages 

N <->v information about 
Halley’s Comet has 
been discovered in Babylo¬ 
nian clay tablets in the 
British museum. Up to 
now, little was known ah 
out the history of the 
famous comet before 12 
BC. But the inscribed clay 
tablets mention its appear¬ 
ance in the sky as far back as 164 BC. This discovery is 
the work of scientists in Britain and Austria, who report 
in Nature that the records should help astronomers 
study the evolution of the comet’s orbit. The comet 
returns to the inner solar system every 7!> to 80 years and 
should be easily visible again this November. It will be 
intercepted by several space probes in March 1986. 
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V ARIETY /SUNDA YWEEK 


BEGINNING 30 JUNE 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


ARIES (15 Aprll_14 May) 

Differs and compan/ ox 
^ eculives may come in lot a 

lot Of critinsm from then su 
penors Businessmen should 
avoid speculation The atmosphere at 
home will remain peaceful but guard youi 
health closely This is not the opportune 
time for marriage Poets novelists and 
those connected with the fine arts will be 
successful during this lucky phase 
Bood dates 30 1 and 4 
Lucky numbers 1 2 and 5 
Favourable direction North west 


LEO (15 August—14 Septem- 
ber) you are unemployed 
there ate chances that you 
9 ^ will find a |ob this week and 
those employed will get bet 
tei opportunitie*- Businessmen however 
should be warv of deception Loveis 
should refrain from tak ng hasty decisions 
At home you' chiidien w H be demanding 
Ar e I felly me mtier ol your family will cause 
If 'u I ri 

Good dates 2 4 tnd 6 
Lucky numbers n and 9 
Favourable direction La4 


B SAGITTARIUS (IS December— 
14 January) This is a good 
phase tor creative artists and 
students Professionals will 
make steady headway and 
DHSinessmen should utilise opportunities 
that come their way Bonie of you will gam 
through infieritance but on the domeitir 
front you will hive to ^houlder additional 
responsibilities I jvers can go ahead with 
marraqe plan‘ 

Good dates 2 i ind 4 
Lucky numbers ? 6 and 7 
Favourable direction Cc utfi 


TAURUS (15 May-14 June) 

For those in love this i the 
right time to solve in sunder 
standings and women arc 
likely to get matried during 
this phase This is also a tavourablr period 
for businessmen and professional:, who 
will be rewarded for fheir wort- Uo not 
hesitafe to seek favours from ifluenta 
persons Friends and relatves will be very 
helpful Bui guild your health 
Good dates 1 2 and 5 
Lucky numbers 2 3 and f 
Favourable direction L>outfi 


VIRGO (15 September—14 
October) Thr aar-- me part 
' i cj 1 ly trvDuiablo fortlio--<, n 
ebut ivoatdknghas'^ 
J dt - OHS leqard ng vour 
lareti ttn pered s al-'o favour itilr foi 
sp It nei 'dqitu t'you n av win a Inttoi, 
A domest protkm which lud been 
I othernq you for lute sr me trie will br 
■.oived lh - wttk Wat'-h out lor a pie isant 
uipr '■1 

Good dates to i a l 
Lucky numbers n f, md 7 
Favourable direction North 


CAPRICORN (15 January-14 
s I February) Th s jood 

\ phdoC foi niiiitoqr rifqol i 

lions bu do not neqlec your 
..■ft heath Friei anr* r-i-litivr 
w II hr* of n men t hi l( you ournt y 
wh fh yn i were look n j lorw ir I ti -■ the 
off nu W nen ire likr y to k ci vr oxpe-n 
sivt aifb )t |< we lery and 1 loth nq Howev 
fr yniii In it "lal pro--()fCt'’ in -•iil t x 
bi gtit 

Good dates BC and 4 

Lucky numbers t rnd ^ 

Favourable direction Nurtf . i 


GEMINI (IS June—14 July) 

This IS not 1 good week for 
^ J «pkj love and miair rgr reqota 
/ tions Businessmen -should 

guard again--t decep* on 
However the week ii> tavourablr tor deal 
ing with property matter^ Tha r above 42 
should take rare ol *heir heal'h and oiei 
Women will contribute to your happne^ 
this week Children should t ikp mteresl n 
studies A very lucky w^ck tor -jpoil me 
A short pitasurr trip is in the oil nq 
Good dates 2 3 and f 
Lucky numbers 3 4 rnd 7 
Favourable direction t ast 


LIBRA (15 Oclober—14 
November) Fhr a good 
week tor busine-'smen and 
yQ^J ^11 ipgi^p steidy prog 
re'-s on the profess onai 
front ove o an go ahead witfi maiiiag'- 
(lar A lehr r w II hr ig good lid ng, Avu ri 
q III I g w tti your family mr mhpis Lnc 
inn veil t e iclivf and youi hf rith wll idd 
K V ) II wirre "I fiomc y rut cfiiidien 
miy It- d(m>nd i bul deal wth Ihtm 
syn pr'hcl r j 

Good dates to i id 
Lucky numbers i ’ an i 8 
Favourable direction bouth east 


AQUARIUS (15 February--14 
ft ;;*—^ *4 March) I u I uenres 
“ ^ ii ' makt th i lilr ik lod tor 
^11 ht y u t(\er, tiould | 
T-s -m gel postpor e mi-ri iqc piari and 
bu nessmen are advent tn put oil all 
mipr deals th j wr ck Ot Uit i r jk ,&iondi 
front you may 1 1 i oppo- t n ti im youi ' 
colleaque> Or no aveibtnr your elt a 
the may havf an irtver < r Ifi 1 1 ii your 
heallti Pleasant -uipiisr arc n store lor 1 
student 

Good dates 1 4 and A 

Lucky numbers 4 ■" md b ) 

Favourable direction We-i 


rroyK CANCER (15 July—14 August) 

This I an extremely lu"ky 
week foi bu nc --men ind 
--pr dilator Ttm e i se-vet 
wik be pnamoied or ii ir - fei 
red to a place ol 'tie r I k ng I tie don e ' 
front will remain n pir lu, a d yo ir t 'lanr il 
position will improve Ifie per id ' (quilly 
favourable tor love ind men lac lltwtvti 
do not involve your'elf niegi rr at-er A 
letter w II bring good l d nrj 
Good dates i i mj A 
Lucky numbers 4 A and 8 
Favourable direction boutn wt.''t 


I SCORPIO (15 November—14 

December) Ttadenl- intend 
t'd t” db abroad for h qtier 
•’^^'^dfil from this 
3- lucky fenoo A |Ob m in the 

c t () trr III inimployed Your tinancial 
^ )tu VI mprove Rut this is not a 
I iv uni e f r ml'or l(/t'l However *his 
iqjni rni loi pcifonninq artiste-. Your 
til il'h w I w '■iqn ot improvement but 
wi j -p r y I mil 
Good dates 1 A and 6 
Lucky numbers ) A ind 9 
Favourable direction North 


PISCES (15 March—14 April) 

S nee th s is not a go d week 
^ fnane ally avoid jpeculation 
Buoines-'men should go in 
for new investment-^ but 
those in service may - uffer heavy lo- ses A 
change of reside net rlkely biudents will 
ome out witti flyinq colours in the t ex 
aminations The weekend will ser you busy 
with soe al engagements Do not neglect 
your health and avoid spicy leu id 
Good dates 2 3 and 6 
Lucky numbers 2 8 and 9 
Favourable direction Suutli 


For those born between 15 aune and 14 July 

You an -.ociable by nature and y lu lovr to be urtt unde d by Inend and relatives However most of the relationships are rather 
juperlicia- You liave* mbo r lieiary ili it'and you w I Jo wel'if you lake up teactiing or journalism as youi profession Somoofyou 
se also adventurous and you like it take up .^tialA n j nq asj grin enta A word ot caution for all of you do not let your hc>art rule over 
your head Wointii born dur nq thi phi e are Uoually fair and they make good housewives 
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VARIETY 



This India 



PUNE; A cashier of a private firm, 
who lodged a complaint with the Swar- 
gate police claiming that he had been 
robbed of Rs 78,000 was arrested re 
cently. The police searched his house 
and found the money in an empty 
water tank above the toilet The 
cashier in his complaint said that 
somebody threw chilli powder in his 
eyes while he was travelling on his 
scooter and snatched the briefcase 
containing the money. A medical ex¬ 
amination showed no trace of chilli 
powder in his eyes oi any where on his 
person, the police said, adding that on 
the contrary, a packet of the powder 
was found in his pockets —The Slates 
man (Y S. Murtv, R. Udayagiri) 

VIJAYAWADA; Cross country trek¬ 
king is an adventure for some, but for 
25-year-old Sudhakar Rao of Banga¬ 
lore who landed in a local police 
station, it seemed to be a ploy just to 
bilk people. Fluent in English, win¬ 
some in manners and appearing to 
belong to a well-to-do family, Sudha¬ 
kar Rao told the police that he started 
from Bangalore on 22 April with the 
ambition of trekking .15,000 km. After 
touching Salem, Nayveli, Chidambar¬ 
am, Madras, Nellore, Ongole, Guntur 
and meeting high officials like district 
collectors and superintendents of 
police en route and enjoying their 
hospitality, he approached a sub¬ 
inspector of police here who arranged 
him free boarding and lodging. Sudha¬ 
kar was also felicitated for his spirit of 
adventure by social clubs in a posh 
hotel. After a few days, when he said 
he would go to Eluru the sub-inspector 
who suspected Sudhakar’s bonafides 
asked one of his constables to follow 
^ the trekking enthusiast. The constable 
, found to his chagrin that Sudhakar, 


after a few drinks at a bar, went to the 
town bus station, purchased a ticket to 
Eluru and boarded the non-stop bus. 
Brought back to the police station, the 
sub-inspector took him to task for 
duping people. On being questioned I 
Sudhakar said he had failed in a love 
affair and run away from home— The 
I Hindu (T. V. Ravi, Madras) 

BOMBAY; A scribe, specialising in 
writing crime stories for a Hindi maga¬ 
zine, staged a real life crime drama by 
looting the Oriental Bank of Com¬ 
merce of Rs 4.17 lakhs in the northern 
suburb of Borivli on May 3. The writer 
and his gang of nine persons looted the 
bank at the point of knives and pistols. 
The gangsters, who escaped in a taxi, 
were subsequently traced by the 
police. The writer and four members 
of his gang had been arrested. Accord¬ 
ing to the police, the writer hatched 
the plan with necessary lips from an 
employee of the bank whose services 
were terminated last month. The 
police have recovered Rs 65,000 from 
the arrested persons— The Searchlight 
(Gautam Sinha, Patna) 

JAMMU; An undaunted bride’s refus¬ 
al to marry the person craving for 
more dowry landed the groom and his 
father in police custody in Badyala 
Chak village near Akhnoor. A barat of 
over 70 persons had also to return 
disappointed when the bride, Shakun- 
tala Devi, refused to marry the groom 
who had come a long way from Gurdas- 
pur The groom and his father were 
arrested by the police when the matter 
was reported by the bride’s father. 
Another young man married the bride 
before the sacred fire without any 
dowry— Kashmir Times (A. Joglekar, 
Srinagar) 

NEW DELHI; A roadside Romeo who 
let his passions run away with him 
while making anonymous calls to a 
young woman in Vasant Vihar has 
landed in custody. Rahul Gupta repe¬ 
atedly harassed the woman with 
obscene calls. But soon he got bolder 
and asked the woman meet him 
near a paan shop in the Super Bazat 
market in Munirka. The woman readi¬ 
ly agreed in a bid to identify the 
nuisance and report the matter to the 
police. She left for the place at the 
apiiointed time, with her husband and 
brother-in-law following at a discreet 
distance. The eve-teaser came along 
half-an-hour late, revealed his name 
and started talking to her. Gradually, 
he grew bolder and held her hand. The 
husband and brother-in-law swung 
into action and caught hold of the man 
while he tried to get away— The Hin¬ 
dustan Times (N. C. Mallik, Pratap- 
garh) 


Without Comment 


I have to cope with many Con¬ 
gressmen in Punjab who are para¬ 
lytic—they are half Congressmen, 
half Akali—Darbara Singh in The 
Sunday Observer 

Millions of Sant Bhindranwales 
will be born, and they will fight 
for the freedom of the Sikhs and 
the creation of the Sikh nation— 
G. S. Dhillon In Gentleman 

1 am not a professional politician. 
My doors are open to all. There is 
no lobby in my house, not to 
speak of a lobby in the city (Alla¬ 
habad)—Amitabh Bachchan in 
Current 

1 am not interested in a role as 
first lady...My husband's duty is 
to the country, and mine is to the 
family—Sonia Gandhi, quoted in 
The International Herald Tribune 

Selling the idea is the most impor¬ 
tant thing and for that I’d meet 
anybody in the government, 1 am 
willing to salaam anyone—Dhir- 
ubhai Ambani in India Today 



There was no India before the 
British came. There will be no 
India afterwards—A. Z. Phizo in 
The Statesman 

A government is not legitimate 
merely because it exists—Jeanne 
Kirkpatrick, former US ambassa¬ 
dor to the UN, on the Sandinista 
regime in Nicaragua, in Time 

Lata (Mangeshkar) is like the 
Bhagwad Gita and Nazia (Hassan) 
a daily newspaper. Bhagwad Gita 
is to be preserved, to be paid 
homage to, but a newspaper is to 
be read and thrown away—Music 
director Kalyanji in Movie 
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TEASERS 


Shape Sleuth 


BY SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 

I Word Power 


Have you found the total number of hexagons inside The table can serve another purpose as well 
this figure’ 


JQ0S0S09fl 


K you want to get into a further tizzy, try counting the 
number of triangles of various sizes Don’t forget to let 
us know I 



Figure it Out 


I 



53 113132 722 || 88 761 


!7&Q|76fe3 5l 6giq5l5IO: 
tel 672132 101 ^30 


3 310176 



nUliJ: 

165 

672 

551 

lOI 

28-3 G62 

112 

761 

3^2 

\Jo 


Can you find a way out for the princess who has been 
trapped inside the palace of numbers’ She can step only 
into the rooms which have multiples of H written in 
them 


If you fill in the words correctly in the blanks, the first 
letters of these words will spell out what tables can do' 

Balanced hanging _ 

Run Ed, and mix up _ 

They throw light _ 

Not a frog' _ 

Clubs _ 

A pot holder _ 

Wooden part from umbrella - 

A jolly boat _ 

All the words pertain to the illustration above 


Quick Think 




How quickly can you read these Roman Numbers’ 
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TEASERS 


Word Play 



Fill in the spiral, from the words given below. One 
letter goes into one square, and the last letter of one 
word will be the first letter of the next word. Foi 
example, if the word beginning square No. 1 is GOV¬ 
ERN, the next word beginning at square No. 2, would be 
a seven-letter word beginning with N. But watch out, 
there are other copibinations which could fit in. 

NIL, DOWNY, REIGN, SWANS, BORROW, ERRAND, 
GOVERN, SAILOR, SPRING, NAPKINS, WEAPONS, 
YAWNING, TRICYCLE, GREATNESS, STEADFAST. 


Solutions to last week’s Teasers: 
Cryptocross: 


^ m 'it\ tfiiUtfitfiiGi 

ir; tfii r? iiiiiTniii 
I? i? » , 

, 'iil. i1. IRirilir £' 
|£!ii?iniiniii in lifi il 

ffHiiiiivriri in i? 

Iinir7i:^ir: v? ^ 


Wit Sharpener 


Letter Lines: 


A man is offered two jobs. The first offers a salary of 
Rs 1,000 a month, and the second offers a salary of 1 p on 
the first day, 2 p on the second day, double that on the 
I third day, and so on for the first 15 days. Then, his salary 
I reverts to 1 p on the 16th day, 2 p on the next, and 
, doubling the amount every day, till the end of the 
month. Then, it reverts back to 1 p, 2 p, etc. 

Which job should hp take? 

His friend, who is a qualified engineer, gets offers 
from both these firms as well. The first firm offers him 
Rs 6,000 and the second firm offers him the same 
arrangement, starting with 1 p on the first, day, and 
doubling each day, till the 20th dav, and then reverting 
I to 1 p and so on. Which job should he take; the first or 
the second’ 


Figure it Out: 


Mind Bender 



What’s in a Word: Indian 

What's in a Word: Both the words have two meanings 
each, one exactly the opposite of die Other. CLEAVE 
means “to adhere” or “stick” aii4, alto “tO' or 

“separate.” NYCTALOPIA mpaiv'^'night-blindness*' or 
■‘the ability to see at night./' . 

Quick Think: VI - H = IV / . • ,, 

Witsharpener: Figure d • , ' 

Mindbender; 


If the circumference of this wrought iron window is too 
metres, what length of wrought iron has been used to 
make this entire pattern? 
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1 LOVE NfcU) YeAR6 
JY PAATIE^j 


ESPECIALLY WHEN THERE 5 
A ei6 CROUIP ANP LOTS 
. OF CHICKS 


) Vy 

h 




i'll probably never 

F0K6IVE HIM FOR THIS' 


THE OUDH SUGAR 
MILLS LTD. 

9/1, R. N. Mukherjee Road, 

Calcutta-700 001 

SUGAR MILLS AT: 

PO HARGAON-261 121 
DIST SITAPUR, U P 

ROSA SVgJ^ works, 

P.O. Rosa-242 406 
Dist. Shahjahanpur (U.P.) 

MANUFACTURERS OF PURE CRYSTAL CANE SUGAR 
AND QUALITY SPIRITS 

OIL MILLS AT : 

HARGAON OIL PRODUCTS, 

P.O. Sitapur-261 001 (U.P.) 

MANUFACTURERS OF GROUNDNUT OIL, SOLVENT EXTRACTED OIL & 

DE-OILEDCAKE. 
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VARIETY 


Cmlss 


Thar* i* a cartain braad of playar who laos 
hi* piacas a* acrobats rather than warnor* 
Whan all the tactical tumbles and stratafli- 
cal aomarssults end in success, showers of 
gold coins and exclamation marks 
abound, yet whan they fail we wonder 
how a grandmaster can play so miserably 
Fortunately those of the Ilk of Yugoslav 
grandmaster Dragoljub Velimirovit are not 
deterred by the occasional setback 
Pioneer of the famous Vslimirovii Attack 
against the Sicilian, he i* quoted as having 
iMrnt that system from hi* mother His 
role In the following game is an achieve¬ 
ment s less modest practitioner might aisc 
attempt to ascribe to her 

White M Orasko Black D Vellmirovii 
English Opening Yugoslavia 1984 
1 IM(B3 N-fCBS 2 P-QB4 P-QB4 

3 P-KN3 M-B3 4 P-04 PxP 

8 NxP P-K3 8 N-QB3 0-N3 

7 N-N3 N-IU 

Already plumping for a system which 
relies heavily on tactical counterplay 7 
P-Q4I7 IS an enterprising alternative 
popular of late 

8 P-M B-N8 9 Q-X2 


VeHmirovid (Black) 

nsnu 

mim rntmi 

LMlAMJi 

■ mm m 

LJI&H B m 
wTm m o 
Eumm B 


Drasko (WhHa) to move 

Though White's development looks artifi¬ 
cial, he IS well placed to repulse Black's 
early invaders 

9 p-om 

Threatening P-R6-R6, but theory 
rightly frowns upon this move 

10 P-a 4 N-83 11 B-fO Q-Q1 

12 W-Q2 0-0 13 P-KB P-OST?! 

DIAQRAM 

An amazing counter thrust which, if it 


The lack of hearts on this deal was a 
tempter See how it caused the declarer to 
misplay his contract of 6NT 

Dealer South Love all 
« 97 53 
99 A985 

♦ A 10 
4|k AK2 

^Oled 

♦ AK2 
#KJ 

♦ KQ6 
4iQJS43 

West led the queen of spades against 
6 NT and South won with the king Ha led 
a club to the ace and had a shock when 
West showed out, discarding a spade 


Briik.) 

Two questions arise how should South 
play now, and is the contract guaranteed? 

A heart to the jack seamed to provide 
gorxf chances - but not good enough for 
the full hand was 


♦ 9753 
99 A9BS 

♦ A 10 

♦ AK2 

♦ QJ 1086 M 

99 QIC 7 4 vu I 

♦ 3843 

♦ - s 

♦ AK2 

99 K J 

♦ KQ6 


♦ 4 

99632 

♦ 9752 

♦ 1098 76 


♦ QJ543 


QUESTIONS 

1 The young of which fish is called parr, 
smolt on grilse'7 

2 Which IS the largest lake in India? 

3 Which IS the odd one out and why The 
Laughing Cavalier Luncheon on the 
Grass, The Burghers of Calais, Guernica 
and The Last Supper’’ 

4 The first flight over North Pole was 
made on 9 May 1926 Name the pilot 

5 In the Mahabharata, one of Ohritarash- 
tra's sons joined the Pandavas just be¬ 
fore the great battle Name him 

6 The oldest stock exchange in the world 
was founded in 1602 Where? 

7 With which event in athletics do you 
associate the name of Grate Waitz? 

8 How IS Narendranath Dutta, a great 
social reformer and sage better known 
as? 

9 Which south American city is served 


Quiz 

by Viracopos airport? 

10 What do the following have in com 
mon Thomas Malthus David Ricardo 
James Tobin Joseph Schumpeter and 
Milton Friedman? 

11 Cathleen Collins is a famous Amer 
lean film-actress What is hei screen 
name? 

12 Name the saemd well in Mecca in 
the south-eastern a rner of the courtyard 
of the Kaaba which is said to have been 
dig by the angel Gabriel? 

13 Which Insh nationalist leader was 
known as the Uncrowned king of Ire 
land? 

14 Name the French novelist born in 
Algeria whose works include The Plague 
Caligula and The Fall 

15 What do the initials ASEAN stand 
for? 

16 The absence of which vitamin leads 


worked, would be hailed as a stroke of 
genius Alas such scclsmatlon will have to 
wait for another game 

14 PxN P-Q5 18 N(2|-K4I 

Unfortunately for Black this win* by force 

15 PxB 16 a-N4 P-KN3 

17 0-195 

Disarmingly simple Black, somewhat 
surprisingly, cannot stop a straightforward 
mating attack 

17 IM(1 18 P-QBSI 

The key move Black's bishop is denied a 
route home If now 18 N-05 to defend 

from B4, simply 190-0-0 leaves Black with 
insoluble problems 

18 K-R1 19 O-m R-KN1 

20R-Q1 

The enthusiastic 21 N NS would be 
premature in view of 21 Q-Q7 male 

20 N-QS 

Equivalent to resignation, but 20 Q-B1 
fails sweetly to 21 N-N5 QxQ 22 NxP mate 

21 N-NS Resigns 


MICHAEL STEAN 


The heart finesse lost and a heart was 
returned West had control of both major 
suits now, but there is no squeeze because 
after the winners In diamond* and clubs 
have been played off the declarer haa no 
entry to dummy 

Imagine that South's hearts had been 
K X instead of K J It would surely have 
occurred to him to rectify the count for a 
squeeze by ducking a round of spade* 
Than dummy's fourth spade is a menace 
against West the fifth club a menace 
against East South can claim the contract 
without playing another card 


TERENCE REESE 


to night blindness? 

" V uiiUBHA 91 

SUODBN 

ueisv iseg mnos jo uoiibioossv am gt 
sniuBQ paqiv trj 
lieujBa pPMejs sapBijo El 
UIB2LUBZ 0Mi 31 
jjeiea og n 
sjsiLuouooa lie ate Aaqx Of 
IIZBjg Ul OlOBd OBS 6 

epueueijeAiA ilubms 8 

UOMIBJBJN aqx I 

utepteisuiv g 
nsginfnp g 
pjAg 3 pjBijDiy ^ 
tOuiiuiBd snouiej ate 
sjaiijo am uipoy aisn6nv Aq ejnidinos 
to aoaid b si ti sibibq io sjepBjng am g 
JiujqsBM puB nuJiuer ui JB|n/vt b>|bi g 
uoiuies f 
SU3WSNV 
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A lthough, nil now, none 
of us stars have de 
parted fioni the serial in 
seaich of the greenei pas 
tures of Hindi films that 
movie star laden show, 
Khandiian, is losing much 
of us initial inteiest Even 
Its glutei ing arra> of 
screennames fiomRohini 
Hattangadi to Gii ish Kar 
nad and Dr bhreeram 
Ldgoo, can t seem to pre 
vent the series fiom drag 
ging Director Shi idhar 
Kshirsagar will need to in 
ject some more pep into 



Dr Laffoo 


the proceedings instead of 
simply relying on glamor 
ous props and locales, if he 
wants to stop the Indian 
Dvna<it\ from lading away 

T he gi ipping detective 
serial. Old fox from 
German television which 
wjis shown regulaily some 
months ago on Bombay 
Doordarshan was sudden 
h and inexplicably with 
drawn Viewers who have 
been pining for it need no 
longer console themsel vt s 
with the inept Indian vei 
Sion, Apradhi Kaun> Now 
they can look forward to 
seeing the real thing Old 
Fox, that cannv old detec 
tive who solves the most 
intricate muidei myster 
les, will soon be entertain 
ing suspense buffs on the 
second channel wheieit 
will be leplacing Living 
Planer from July 

H otTracki another 
slick presentation by 
Vimal’s Mudia Videotex, 
promises to deliver the 
cream of the melody world 
to us ev ety alternate bn 
day It will be a 10 minute 
piogiamm^ playing the 
most popular intei nation 
al numbers bV chart 



toppers such as Lionel 
Ritchie, Michael Jackson, 
Prince, Duran Duran, Billy 
Joel and Cyndi Laupen 
among others 

F or those who are 

wondering how Nadira 
Babbar has been taking all 
those rumours about hus 
band Rat having married 
his flame of two years, 

Smiia Patil, she isn’t wast 
ing time sitting around 
moping Apart from plans 
to dll ect a film, Nadira is 
making a TV sei lal, lit 
livaan with the star of Hip 
Hip Hut ray Nikhil Bhagat 
in the lead Capable direc 
tress that Nadira is, she is 
sure to make as big a sue 
cess of 7 ithvaan as she has 
of all those plays she has 
directed 

T hat so called mystery 
serial Apiadhi Kaun 
with us obscure plots and 
puztling denouncements, 
has finally made an exit 
fi om the rv scene, to the 
accompaniment of sighs of 
lelicf fiom viewers “It 
couldn’i have been too 
soon ’ IS the general con 
sensus There is a hope 
that Sunday’s boring, 
meaningless Paying Guest 
w ill soon follow suit and go 
the Apradhi Kaun way It 
IS a serial which will de 
tinitely not be missed 

I 

f 


Tamda 




T he success of Priya 
Tendulkar’s Rajani 
has triggered off a whole 
spare of imitations 1 he 
latest IS a serial called 
Janaki Jasoos in which the 
title lole IS being plaved 
by the dusky Meena Paliw 
al under the direction of 
her mate mentor Han 
Atma Rohim Hattangadi’s 
husband, Jaydev, also has 
a role in the serial 
Whether it clicks like Ra 
jam did remains to be 
seen 


W hile cinematic 3 D 
continues to enthral 
movie goers, on the small 
screen the effect is far 
from spectacular In spite 
of all the uproar over the 
new 3 D TV, those who 
have seen it sa> it’s no 
thing to write home about 
Moreover, the coloured 
glasses which viewers 
have to wear hurt the eyes 
“It’s just a con-game,” 
muttered one dissatisfied 
viewer 


T hat growmgly popular 
game show. Couple of 
Questions, produced by 
Kurwan Sinha, has now 


got a sponsoi—Oil of Olay 
Thu light hearted prog 
ramme which ft atmes 
three well known couples 
in a (juestion and answer 
session 1 evolving around 
then likes and dislikes 
St ems to have c aught the 
fancy ot the vit veers Lets 
hope Kurwan can ket p up 
the good work 

A lot of people agree 
that Yell Jo Hai Zinda 
gi has lost a lot of us punci 
since stars Shaft Inamdar 
and Swaioop Sampai de 
parted from the scene 
Swaroop’s exit m particu 
lar (the explanation given 
was that she had gone to 
join hei husband in the 
Gulf), has left behind a 
decided vacuum which 
even Farida Jalal's jolly 
exuberance is hard put to 
fill One can recall that 
Ravi Baswam’s departure 
from Idhar Udhar left be¬ 
hind a similar hiatus 
Perhaps future producers 
who wish to cast film 
actors (no matter how 
small time) in their se 
rials, would do well to 
place them under contract 
to keep them from dis 
appearing half-way 
through 
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Kalpana Iyer a change of image 

Zeenat’s life His wife is 
now threatening divorce 
and his family is also trou 
bled over the issue The 
careers or Zeenat and 
Mazhar are also in a soi ry 
state Zeenat has had a 
number of flops of late and 
her first double role in 
Yaadon kt Kasam has not 
helped boost her declining 
career “I don’t know why 

SUNDAY 30 Jun»-« July IBB5 


/lenat Aman with (rank Noms bad tlmis 


GharibAadmi hd‘< failed 
to make an impact Hei 
next chant e is as the 
heroine of Kanoon Kanoo i 
Hat Will this film see the 
light of day-’ 

S achtn, once considered 
“hot property,” with 
onlyRishi Kipoor as hiu 
competitor, has been left 
far behind in the race to 


difference to my career 
but they helped me to 
know what was happening 
in the world of Hindi films 
I did not make money 
there but I didn’t mind 1 
was happy with what 1 was 
doing in Marathi films He 
has finally decided to mar 
ry Suptiya Sabnis, one of 
his heroine son the Marathi 


Aadmi which was tom 
pleted with gieat difficul 
t\ the audience just didn’t 
take to it and Amjad was 
pain«^> The only man who 
can help him now lAJJood 
jifietkl Amitdbh Bath 
chan—by agreeing to aCt 
m his I ambati ChowdaXL 
“If Amjad is facing a cristg 
Amitabh will come to hiA f 
help,” says a close soured 
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DELHI DIARY 


Sugar Power 

T he sugar lobby jn 
Maharashtra is )ubi 
iant The installation of 
Shivajiiau Patil 
Nilangekdi as the succes 
sor to Vasantdada Patil as 
chief ministei has demons 
trated that the sugar 
batons are still in control 
of the state's politics, de 
spite attempts to break 
their monopoly In the 
past, too, when the sugar 
lobby had been under 
pressure it always fought 
back In 1980 when A R 
Antulay ssas made chief 
minister, he sought to buy 
peace with this lobby dis 
bursing favours and carv 
ing out more districts The 
Antulay leign was short 
lived and Vasantdada 
Patil was reinstalled as the 
chief minister foi a fourth 
time alter the ouster ol 
Antulay Alter becoming 
the chief minister, Vasant 
dada Paul attempted to 
build a strong Maratha 
lobby, by buiying the 
hatchet and making 
friends with the late Y B 
Chdsan The Patil Chavan 
axis had the potential of 
1 oping 111 Shat ad Pawar 
but the death of Y B C ha 





\dsantdada Patil 

van coupled with Pawai’s 
ambitions in the opposi 
tion camp stalled the 
move As things stand 
now, Pawai’s bid to wiest 
the chief ministership has 
been torpedoed by Vasant 
dada Paul’s sudden res 
ignation move, which saw 
the emergence of Nilange 
kar as the new leader 
Pdwai however, has not 
given up his ambition 
Moreover, his leadership 
of the Progressive Demo 
tratic Fiont is being chal 
lenged by constituents 


like the Janata Party and 
Peasants and Workers Par 
ty (PWP) Witfnn the 94 
member Congress(S) 
legislature party, there 
are people who took the 
chdrkka as their symbol 
but in reality they were 
nominees of the Shetkari 
Sangathana of Sharad 
Joshi or Congress(I) rebels 
like Suresh jam Around 
20 members of Pawar’s 
party may not cross the 
floor with him The over 
riding factor in the game is 
the role being played by 
the industi lalists of Bom 
bay They would prefer 
Sharad Pawar as the chief 
minister Overtures have 
been made by some indus 
tnalists to Congress(S) 
leaders opposed to the 
“join the Congress(I)’’ 
move They also 
approached Vasantdada 
Patil to seek his support 
liir Pawar Dada is said to 
have told them that he was 
prepared to support 
Pawar, provided he gave 
up the ambition of wiest 
ing power with the support 
of "Delhi’s computets ’’ If 
Pawar wants to be chief 
minister let the decision 
be taken in Bombay and 
not in Delhi, Dada told the 
emissaries 


Good Company, 
Bad Company 

T wo public sectoi tom 
panics, the Bhaiat 
Heavy Hcttricals Ltd 
(BHFl ) and the National 
Phermal Posset Coipora 
tion (NTPC ) aie at logger 
heads N TPC has accused 
that some ol its power pio 
terts hast been supplied 
laiiltV turbogenerators by 
BHII A news agency 
circulated a report on the 
basis of NlPC’s chaigb 

Within days, BHPL issued 
a pifss note to clarify its 
stand According to BHFL, 
thermal power generation 
fiom indigenously buili 
sets has exceeded the 
target set by the Central 
Electricity Authority 


Raj Narain’s 
Struggle 

R ai Narain the man 
who defeated Indira 
Gandhi twice—once m an 
election petition (which 
led to the imposition of the 
1 mergenev) and once in an 
election—is now carrying 
on a unique struggle The 
socialist leadei is lighting 
tor subsidised government 
accommodatibn Having 
lust the Lok Sabha elec 
tions in 1980, tor the last 
live vtars he was not enti 
tied (o a government bun 
galow He shared the 
accommodation which was 
allotted to his erstwhile 
Socialist Party colleague, 
Mann am Bagn, who was 
an MP till December last 
Due to Raj Naiain’s lefus 



R^i Narain 


Prediction off 
Doom 

W hile Jammu and 
Kashmiris besieged 
with discontent due to 
lack of popular govern¬ 
ment in the state, the high 
priests of the Khtrbhawam 
shrine, which is the holiest 
shnne for the Kashmiri 
pandits, have predicted 
bad days for the nation 
over the next year The 
prediction was made on 
the basis of the colour of 
the water in the Khirbha 
warn spring as seen on 28 
May, the annual Jeth 
Aithami fair in the tern 
pie The temple is located 
on a spring at Tulammulla, 
25 km from Srinagar, m 
the Ganderbal region 
Legend has it that it on the 
Jeth Ashtamt day, the col 
our of the spring water is 
blackish, then it means , 
that there will be violent 
disturbances in the coun 
try over the next year 
With the news of the holo 
caust in Bangladesh com 
mg in on 28 May, coupled 
with reports from Gu 
jarat and the threats in 
Punjab, It is difficult to 
discount the legend of 
Khirbhawdiu 


dl to vacate the bungalow 
after Bagii had ceased to 
be a MP, the estate office 
had to evict him foicibly 
Bui the incorrigible Raj 
Narain is squatting out 
side No 6 Teen Murti 
Lane, the house occupied 
by him for the past few 
years His contention is 
that if freedom fighters 
are given accommodation 
by the state, he too is a 
veteran of the 1942 move 
ment As a freedom fighter 
he may be entitled to 
many things, but should 
politicians who aie unable 
to get the popular man 
date insist on using gov 
ernmentdl facilities''* And 
why did Raj Narain wake 
up to the plight of the 
freedom fighters only 
when his own interests 
were at stake’ 
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“I will deliver quality but not 
dictate the price. And I will 
make mHlions of fans. 



14 years ago when I started 
making fans, I was unknown I had 
no big name behind me to win 
confidences But I had two valuable 
assets the personal commitment to 
quality and the belief that the 
customer deserves best value for 
money 

Quality more than anything else, 
became the spokesman for my fans 
And It all started at the floor of my 
factory I spent hours in the factory 
(which I still do), ensuring the quality 
of every component that went into my 
fans whether it was a ball bearing or 
a capacitor or even the smallest 
screw, the watchword was quality 
After all, each fan carried my name 

Today, my name is a guarantee in 
Itself Khaitan is the most wanted 
member in millions of homes And the 
credit goes to my fans ” 


1 


— 




S K Khaitan 
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-The fffst name in 
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Buy only this pack. Because 
genuine Kraclgack is never 
sold loose. Never 


World Selection 
Award Winner 


SiBii Kracfcj^H Biscuit 

— the sweet and salty temptation. 
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“Ever thou^t of 
consulting 
a doctor 
about hair loss? 


It IS reassunng to know 
that the scientific formula of 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer has 
been tested and approved by a 
panel of doctors 

It was found that 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitahzer 
provides all the proteins, 
vitamins and cocnzvmes 
'*ssential foi a healthy scalp 
condition 

Read this lesearch report 

“66.66 % of the cases gave excellent 
and 3Xi3% gave good result with 
complete disappearance of dandruff 
and nearly cent per cent stoppage of 
hair loss... So, success rate with 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer may be 
stated to be cent per cent.” 

(Indian Medical Gazette 118 223, 
1984) 
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majority of one is what it takes for a company to 30 places Sometimes that majority is a 
customer who demands an answer to a toush ensineerins challenge Sometimes it is an 
Advani-Oerlikon technologist who makes a significant contribution loecause of his exposure 
to a variety of industries and problems This series is a tribute to dedication and teamwork 
An invitation to you to partner the auest for excellence In metal fabrication, electronics, 
heat treatment, power and process control instrumentation, rotary machines, renewable 
. energy systems and a host of other critical disciplines Togetherwe can iighta spark 
'-4 Together we can be THE TORCHBEARERS OF TOMORROW 


Turning over 
30-tonne tankers 
like teacups 




BoTibdY Bd ^aoe BaroOd 
Bhjbanesfiwar v.acut*a f ochr 
NewDeih Hyderabai a'nshpclpu 
I ucknow Madras Pdf'? Ra pur 
B Visdk^'ar tnaT 


When stepped-up fabrication of wagons 
became crucial for the Indian Railways, 
Advani-Oerlikon developed a special 
positioneenng system that turns over 
30-tonne wagons like teacups Handling 
time too IS cut down from 11 hours to 
just 20 minutes The wagons are lighter 
stronger, more durable and streamlined 
Star Performer 
Asia s largest ootical telescope -157m 
lorg 87mwide 117mhigh sca'-jtliesky, 
tracking the infinity trail in Bangalore Its 
15 sub assemblies and 5000 components 
required the utmost welding precision The 
Advani-Oerlikon boys had a tougti but 
exciting time working oehind the scenes fo'’ 
this star performer 
Together, we did it! 

At the Bhilai Steel Plant, fabricating blast 
furnace shells at site with thicknesses ranging 
from 16mm to 40mm had never been done 
before Asia s first Portable Automatic 
Electroslag Welder to keep pace with India s 
core industries was Advani-Oerlikon s solution 
Winning twosome 
Baiaj Auto Ltd, Pune needed a sophisticated 
system for their Electrophoretic painting plant 
A unique 12-puls? Thyristor Convertor System 
with a Microprocessor based programmer 
was set up, assuring minimum ripple, fast 
response and continuous flow 

Built and designed in India, it is a fitting 
complement indeed to the world s largest 
scooter manufacturer 


ADVANI-OERLIKOIM 

LIMITeO 

For enquiries quote key No A/AO 10/85 and write to 
PB No 1546 Bombay 400 001 
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DAXELiINS / MJ.AkBar 


Cairo; It is extraordinary what the 
human being will do once he decides 
to challenge death The pyramid is 
certainly the ultimate gesture of 
heroism, of the resolve to challenge 
and defeat the unknown Five 
thousand vears ago the Egyptian re¬ 
fused to take a void toi an answer to 
both the simplest and most com¬ 
plex question ot all: why aie we born 
and what happens when we die? Five 
thousand years later we have not 
come any closer to finding an 
answei: perhaps the answer is that ; 
we will nevei know until we die But ] 
of couise such an answei is a defeat, i 
a taunt to the pi ide ot man with his 
pretence ol knowledge and superior- 
U> over othei living things. What is 
the extent of your knowledge if you 
do not even know why you are alive'^ 
I'heie, in the shadows ol the large 
I hall ol a museum, confined to an 
oblong glass case, wi atiped in stained 
1 bandages, lies Ramses the Second, 
i aftei thousands of years still trying 
I 10 cheat death The high cheekbones 
I and the naiiow, arced eyes are dis- 
j ceinible, .iiid suddenlv it occurs to 
; von that a genc-ln; streak has held 
I firm tioni Ramses the Second to 
i Anwai Sadat this is the similaritv <>1 1 
: essential featui es whu h defines a 
j tube Thirty two ingredients went 
I into the set I el potion with which the 
! body ol kings was embalmed, and 
; fourteen of them ate still unknown lo 
I modern man despite all his scientific 
marvels Around the peeling Ramses 


he the highest achievements of great | 
civilisations: lowering figures in. 
stone which dazzle the mind or intri 
cate and exquisite detail in a medley 
of patterns that hold and fill the eye 
The treasures ot Tutankhamen are as 
brilliant as anvthiiig created since; 
iind tliiough the imagination of the 
anonymous artist we see the fears, 
loves, ambitions, dreams and inius 
tices of an age that no history book 
could ever manage to convey. 

The bodv ot Ramses the Second, a 
great monarch vvho ruled lor half a 
t'anniy flawed onlv by his gieat love 
till himself, hn in the crowded heari 
ot a great pviamid, serene in the 
minor world created to sustain’ 
death, until the twentieth cerirurv, 
consumed bv the notion that onlv 
seeing is believing, began dis 
embowi lliiig giaves Could this 
monument to death only have been 
created bv a man who loved hinisell 
on ,1 heroic scale’-' If the Tai Mahal is 
a superb tribute to lomauie. is the 
pviamid the linest achievement ol 
human variitv'-' A nation's wealth was 
consumed, and the livesol thousands 
(lestloved to build over long genera¬ 
tions a palace ol death for one man 
If the idea were nut so m.ignificentlv 
[)i epo'terous so that it touched the 
heights of art, it would have been 
barbarous The slieei scale of it is a 
wonder, only the endlessness of a 
desert could possibly serve .is a back¬ 
ground It IS the vast sweep of the- 
suirounding desert which in fact ere 



A pyramid near Cairo 


If the Taj Mahal is a 
superb tribute to 
romance, is the pyramid 
the first achievement of 
human vanity? A 
nation’s wealth was 
consumed and the lives 
of thousands destroyed 
to build over long 
generations a palace of 
death for one man. If the 
idea were not so 
magnificently 
preposterous so that it 
touched the heights of 
art, it would have been 
barbarous 


ates the illusion of the pyramid being 
smaller than it actually is; only when 
you near it do you realise that a 
single block of stone is taller than 
von I'he most famous of them all. tlie 
great iivratnid of Cheops consists of 
2..100,000 such blocks of finely cut 
limestone, each weighing at least two 
and a h.ilf tons and some <is heavy as 
tliirtv tons Consider too that these 
blocks were floated 700 miles down 
the Nile to reaclTtheir destination— 
It took twenty years to build the 
pyramid and ten vears to construct 
the ramp. We are talking here of 
architecture w'hich can ruin an 
empire's economy so that a king may 
laugh at death But you can’t of 
loursi- All the research anc wisdom 
of the scientists of ancient F.gvpt was 
invested in the technitjue of embahn- 
ing, and what did it achieve bevond 
till' sustenance of flesh, bone and the 
myth that iheie was life ol a material 
kind after the heart stopped hea- 
i tng? There lies, in the cold shadow 
of .1 museum, the end lesuh of gin. 
eiations uf elfuit the shrivelled 
ellipse, aged 4,1)00 But ot couise n 
w .IS worth It. How would there eve/ 
iie pi ogress d man's ambinoii did not 
constantIv step bevond what seemed 
possible’’ 

Continuity and commuiutanon 
with the I mute broke down, and the 
achievements ol the ancient Egyp¬ 
tian civilisation hecaine the prev ol 
time and thieves Onlv a little of 
iheii learning seeped ihrotigh, while 
vandals looted their tombs lor the 
lieasure that the Egvpiian nobilitv 
suriounded their corpses with It was 
onlv early in this century that the 
treasures of King Tutankhamen were 
found, strewn untidily in a dark 
room, protected not only bv the 
world's Ignorance of its whereabouts 
but also bv the supei stitioti that 
w'lioever discoveied this fabulous 
treai'ure would be lursed to die a 
quick death. In 1922 Dr Howard 
Carter discovered the treasure-*—and 
died soon alter. It life was indeed 
imitating Hollvwood. and this was 
reallv The Cuise of the Mummv at 
work, then the good I)i Carter de¬ 
serves an exli.i cheer for giving his 
life fill the greatc*! knowledge of 
man But as each bracelet or polished 
c.il IS uuveilc'd, it tells of an age when 
the ails and silences had teached a 
t.ibiilous zenith. 

I'he question that will not go away 
is: how did such a glorious society 
lose itself’-' Aichaeologv tan help 
unveil the greatness; it does less to 
tel! us about the decline and fall. 
And theie are more lessons to be 
learnt in the latter than the former. 
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Do you 
really love 
your wife ? 

[j How much 
I you really 
love your 
wife has a 
lot to do with 
the pressure cooker 
you will get for her. If 
yoiTlike your wife )ust a little, 
just about any pressure cooker 
will do Love her a little more ? 
Buy her a better, a little more 
reliable one 

But if you love her more than 
you love life itsell, get her the 



pressure cooker that is the safest. 
Get her the New Prestige. 


WhyisNew gpgl 
Prestige 
the safest ? 



SAFE 


Because only New Prestige has 
the unique gasket 
release system 
(CiRS) — a 
unique safety 
device built into 
the lid of the 
cooker—that 
makes it 100% safe 

If the weight vent gets clogged, 
excess steam builds up inside 



If you truly love your wife, 
how can you refuse to 
get her a Prestige 


and if you have a spurious safety 
plug, it could prove a risk to the 
person nearest the cooker. With 
the New Prestige, the 
excess steam 
pushes out the 
gasket which 
lets out the 
steam safely, 
surely, 
downwards 
I^ish in the gasket with 
a spoon and the pressure cooker 
IS ready for use again 
'Fhere is never the slightest worry 
when It’s a New Prestige That’s 
why It’s the safest pressure 
cooker you can buy For 
someone you love 99 



I 




Only New Piestige is 100% safe. Only New Pkestige has the QRS. 
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G OSSIP SWEE T AND SOUR/Kimsj iwant Sinc .h 


Rediscovering 

Tagore 

P eople who do not read Bengali 
have to be forgiven for not shar 
tng their Bengali brethren’s enthu 
siasm for Guru Dev lagore I now 
understand why Bengalis are so 
touchy about the slightest criticism 
of Gurudev’s writings Translations 
of his works have never brought out 
his real worth His own translations i 
of his works are only a shade better ' 
than those done by his admit ets At | 
long last we have a tianslatoi who 
has succeeded bettei than anyone 
else and brought out Tagori as hf 
well deserved to be brought out a^ 
one of the greatest of the gt eat poets 
of all times 1 lefer to William 
Radite’s Rabwdidruith Jagott 
Seleued Poems published eaih this j 
year bv Penguins | 

Radice got a distinctit'n in the | 
diploma in Bengali troin the I ondon 
School of Oiierital and Aliuan Stii 
dies and is currentH teaching Ri nga 
li in Oxford Univeisity Hi i an up 
and coming poet oi the 1 iiPli'h Ian 
giiage It needs a poet to tiaii lute 
anothei poet Tagoie has found his 
English mouthpiece 44 sears after | 
his dearh 

Tagoit was veiy fusss about peo i 
pie translating his woiks The fust ' 
Englishman to tiv lus hand was the 
novelist missionary, Edward Ihomp ' 
son Everyone lauded Thompson s 
translations except Tagoie hi i ' t ' 
ler wiiiten in Apiil 1427 to Sir Wil ^ 
ham Rothensiein, lagore com 
plained buterlv against 'Thompson’s 
endeavour which he denigiated as 
“absuid” and his knowledge of Ben I 
gall “veiy imperfect ” I hereafter no 
one dared to touch his works till 
Tagoie himself translated friranjaii 
in 1912 and a year latei was awarded 
the Nobel Prize foi liteiatuie His 
other translations weie done after he 
was 50 year, old and, according to 
Radice, “physically and emotioiiallv 
exhausted ’’ Of the many translators, 
Radice recommends only Sheila | 
Chatter p’s Syamah (published by 
Viswa Bharati in 1955), the lest he 
dismisses as of lowei quality than 
Tagore’s own I am inclined to agree i 
with this blanket judgment because 
all his novels, including the cele 
brated Gora, his short stones, plays 
and essays read pretty flat Perhaps 
It IS time the entire corpus of la 
gore’s works which apparently run 
into 26 large volumes, covering 
almost every hterary genre, a good 
portion yet untranslated, is trans 
I lated. I 
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lhai poetry is untranslatable is 
beyond cavil Tagoie’s poetiy heiom 
es doubly unlianslatable because 
most of It i in the form of songs 
whole the musK a] c omponent in the 
Ivuc i' ptepondciam What came a-, 
a silt pi ISO to me was to discover loi 
the fiisT lime the numbei ol ballads 
that Tagore composed on specific 
themes fiom Indian mythology Of 
the almost 50 selected by Radict, I 
had lome acioss only one in otliei 
tiaaslations It is for the literati who 
know lagoii in the. original to judge 
whether R idice has been as faithlul 
to It, 1 will i onfme my veidicl t) the 
English le ndt'ring I tli.nk it deserves 
an alpha plus Eet me illustrate my 
ludgment with a ft w example > Iht 
Inst IS tilt poem entitled Unending 
Love 



A Kir-portralt by RaMndruiath Tagore 


1 seem to have loved you in 
numbetless foims, numberless 
times 

In lilt after life, m age after age 
foievti 

Mv spell bound heart has made 
and re made the necklace of songs 
That you take as a gift, wear 
touiiti voui neck in your many 
forms 

In lift after life, in age after age 
forever 

Whenevti I lieai old ehromtlcs of 
love Its age old pain 
Its aneienl tale of being apart or 
togethet 

As 1 state on and on into the past, 
in the end you emeige, 
flad III the light of a pO. star 
pitieiug the darliicss of nine 
You be tome an image of what is 
remtmbtied foi, vtr 

'lou .intl I have floatt'd hete on 
till .III am that brings fiom the 
louiit 

At the he ait of time love of one 
toi anolhei 

Wi liave played alongside mil 
lions of loy ei s ‘ hai (din the same 
Shy we (mess of nieeiing the 
sarf elisttcssfiil tears of 
fate well 

Old loyi but in shapes that renew 
and renew tot even 

today It IS heaped at your feet, it 

has found its end ui vou 

rh( love 'll all man's days both 

past and fotevei 

Umytrsal itiy umveisal sorrow, 

unit i I' al life 

Iht niemoiies of all loves meiging 
with this one love of ouis— 

And the songs of every poet past 
and foicyi t 

Reading the poem 1 forget that this 
was not an original composition in 
English but a tiansiatioii from the 
Bengali 

lagore’s descriptions of nature, 
particularly of 'he countryside at 
dusk and the on<-Iaught of the mon 
soon IS very i( nnniscciit ol Kalidasa 
In a poem 7 be Meghdvta d* dicated 
to tht van An* bard, he vividly de 
scribes the turbulence of a cloud 
bui't 

Today is a dark day, the rain^s 
incessant 

The wind tei ocious—tree tops rise 
Like aims at its attack, their 
swishing IS a cry 
Lightning daits through the 
clouds, ripping them. 

Dotting the sky wjth sharp, 
ciookeel smiles 





GOSSIP swrr t and sour 


Ihc Gurudev’s love foi his native 
Bengal is heautiiully portrayed in A 
HdJfjirt of Ijnd 

I bow 1 bow to my beautiful 
motherland Bengal' 

To your river hanks to your winds 
that tool and console 
Yout plains, whose dust the sky 
bends down to kiss, 

\uui shrouded villages, that art 
nests of shade and peace. 

Your leafv mango woods, whtie 
I the herd boys play, 

I Your deep ponds, loving and tool 
I a' tht midnight sky 

I Y'our sweet htarttd women it 

I turning home with watci 

I tremble in my soul and wttp 

whtn I tall you Mother 

Two days later at noon I entered 

my native village 

The pottery to the right to the kft 

the festival taiiiagt 

Past templt, market plact giaii 

aiv on 1 came 

Till thitsty and tirt d, at last I 
arrived at my home 

In Dt afh lYedding ht looks to 
ward* hi tinal dissolution as it await 
ing a btidegroom 

Whv must you alwavs tonit like a 
thief Death 

Death, always siltntlv at night’s 
end 

Itaving only ttais-" tome to mt 
festively 

Make tht whole night ring with 
voui triumph blow 
I \our V i( toiy touch ditss mt in 
blood rtd tubes, 

tiiasp mi by the hand and sweep 
nit away' 

Pay no hetd to what other*- may 
think Diath 

Death lot I shall ol my own fret 
will 

Result to you if you but take mt 
gloriously 

I How leminiscent art the following 
I lines of Goethe in 1 dust’* 


The heat of the sun 
Wilts It like a flower 
And songs that tire 
Are done 

In his poem Larth, Tagore writes of 
the contending fortes of evil and 
good to which he adds his own “few 
tisttuls to that name absoibing, 
shape absoibmg, fame absorbing Si 
lent pile of dust ’’ 

Earth clamped into rock or flu 
ting into the clouds. 

Rapt HI meditation in the silence 
of a ring of mountains 
Oi noisy with the roai of sleepless 
sea waves. 

You aie beauty and abundance, 
terroi and famine 
On the one hand, acres of crops, 
bent with ripeness, 

Bi ushed free of dew each morning 
by delicate sunbeams 
With sunset too sending thiough 
their rippling greenness 
Joy, loy 

On the othei in your dry, barren 
sickly deserts 

The dance of ghosts amid stiews 
animal bones 

Ihese examples should convince 
noil Bengalis of the states of Tagore 
in the woild of letteis Oh William 
Radicc why weie you not born when 
lagoie was living' 


Bulmina 

Y ou will not find the word in any 
dictionary It is felicitous coin 
age foi a fat, cuddly girl combining 
‘bulge with the temininc sounding 
‘mina ’ Since there is no masculine 
counterpart for a fat boy, 1 propose 
writing to the editors of the Greater 
Oxford Dictionary, to consider ‘Bui 
bola ’ It sounds mure appropriate 
than ‘Bulmana ’ Both names are nicer 
sounding than ‘Bessy’ ot ‘Billy Bunt 
mg’ which are English school termi 
nology for their fatties 


O change me, touch me with 
youth alchemize me' Let fiery 
melody 

Blazi and twirl in my bieast, life 
I fin leap into ecstasy' 

I I ct night s ribs crack let skies. 
As they fill with dawning enlight 
I cnnient laisc 

loiior in remotest dark I lom 
I today 

I 1 shall fight to sti/c and carry 
aloft your comb ot victory 

I Anuthei poem ,6/fr,again reads as 
I if It had been composetl in Fnglish 
O m\ love, what gift of mine 
'shall I give you this dawn’ 

A muining song’ 

But moining does not last long— 


1 don’t object to fat boys or girls as 
most of them shed their puppy flesh 
as they grow into adolescence Nor 
am I put off by fleshy females in their 
teens or early thirties On the con 
tiary, some, like Devyani Chaubal 
and Taiakeshwari Sinha were at the 
age strikingly attractive as they are 
today It IS the middle age spread, 
the enormous paunches that many 
men lug around and the over sized 
derrieres that women develop after 
then menopause that I fmd revolt 
mg Big paunches and big bottoms 
are slothful Sloth is a deadly sin 

I run into a lot of gross people 
every other afternoon when I go to 
my Health Club You may not lose 


much weight by sweating it out in a 
steam bath or a sauna but they do 
make you weight conscious and look 
conscious Thereafter, if necessary, 
you begin to take more vigorous 
exercise in the gymnasium, spend 
more time on yoga assanas and count 
your intake of calories 1 am glad to 
see that there is a proliferation of 
health clubs in all out cities My only 
regret is that quite a few of them are 
money making rackets and charge 
exorbitant fees by guaranteeing 
their customers massive reduction of 
giith and weight within a tew weeks 
Body care is serious business and too 
dani'"*'' IS to be left in the hands of 
id charlatans 

Those suffeiing from weight 
problem (it is the fathei of many 
diseases) aie advised to lead sensi 
ble books on the subjec t The latest 
addition to the corpus of liti rature 
on obesity is written by Belinda ^ 
Charlton, Big is Jnv’sihlt Belinda nd 
herself ot excessive fat within the 
period she had presiiibed lor her 
self I hav e not yet read her book but 
excerpts appearing m a leview bv 
P S Catling have induced me ti 
place an order for it “Women who , 
want to make the most ol themselves | 
believe that they must make the i 
least of themselves write* C atliiig ' 
Hence not only have books on slim 
ming become big busini ss but slim 
ming is regal ded as a medical exer 
CISC and an art form the ait of 
autosculpture, an arduous aesthetic 
discipline which can release ideal 
bodies fiom the unseemly blubber in 
which shy women sometimes hide ’ 

It IS ironic that Belinda’s husband 
IS an over sized 6 feet 3 inches author 
of books on good eating One of his 
most quotable aphorisms is “enough 
IS not as good as a feast, a feast is 
much better ” Taking the cue Irom 
her husband’s remarks Belinda 
feasted herself till, by the time she 
was 3S she weighed 184 kilos The 
once pretty Belinda became a big 
blob of flesh and began to hate 
herself because passersby in the 
streets noticed nothing about her 
except her fatness Then she decided 
to take herself in hand She started 
jogging While she was at it, her 
husband cunningly had it announced 
in the papers that his wife intended 
to compete in the 26-mile London 
Marathon and arranged to have his 
wife’s pictures shedding weight leg 
ularly published m the local paper 
This kept Belinda going She com 
pleted the 26-mile rate not carrying 
184 kilos of weight but exactly half 
(92 kilos) and with a bosom down 
from a flabby 50 to a taut 36 A kind 
of middle-aged Bulmina 
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I wish India rids 
itself of 
communalism 
and all 
communities 
work together for 
its secular ideal. 
I am sure if we 
\ eliminated the 
difference 
between one 
religion and 
another, we 
would see the 
Pakistanis 
themselves 
demolishing the 
high wails of 
suspicion they 
have erected. I 
am waiting for 
the day when 
Indians and 
Pakistanis would 
be true friends 
^ and true 
neighbours. 


The Religion of Unity 


i was angered by the report that a refer¬ 
ence was made to my column in this 
journal in Pakistan’s National Assem¬ 
bly. The column in question had discas- 
sed the loss of life and property suffered by 
the Muslims in Ahmedabad. A Pakistani 
minister of state, Zaim Noorani, had refer¬ 
red to it while expressing the hope that the 
Indian government would take “appropriate 
and effective measures” to safeguard the 
right.s of the minorities including Indian 
Muslims in Gujarat and elsewhere. Noorani 
was speaking on an adjournment motion 
which Mohammad Zaman a National 
Assembly member, moved but did not press. 
Zaman alleged that for long the Muslims of 
India had been the victims of atrocities and 
violence on various occasions. 

The Pakistan government goes over this 
exercise of expressing “concern” over the 
“plight” of Indian Muslims every now and 
then. Last year Gen Zia-ul Haq expressed 
similar “concern” in a letter to Mrs Gandhi; 
the reply tliat he got from her was so sharp 
that he has not repeated it since then. The 
other day a retired Pakistani diplomat visit 
ing New Delhi took great pride in pointing 
out that Pakistan was not talking about 
Indian Muslims any longer 

1 think Pakistan is doing a great disservice 
to Indian Muslims by trying to pose as their 
champions The Muslims of India number 
about 100 million, which is more than Pakis 
tan’s population, and they enjoy equal status 
with all other citizens under the constitu¬ 
tion. I am not suggesting that they are 
beyond the reach of Hindu communalism 
but there is enough enlightened opinion in 
our country to condemn communal forces 
when the Muslims or members of any other 
minority community suffer at the hands of 
the majority. 

At one point of time in the subcontinent’s 
history, there was no Hindu-Muslim rioting 
and the Muslim League spoke initially the 
same language as the Congress. The phrase 
used then was “Hindu friends.” The cim- 
munal electorate introduced in 1919 made a 
division between the two communities in¬ 
evitable. 1 have often been asked in Pakistan 
about Hindu-Muslim riots. My reply has 
been; “Yes, we have not been able to stop 
them.” The two communities, as various 
inquiry commissions have brought out, are 
still exploited by political parties foi votes 
and appeals are made to rel’gious senti¬ 
ments, resulting in even greater mistrust 
between the two communities. 

Ours is not a perfect society but we are 
trying to establish a secular state where the 
state does not get mixed up in religion, as| 
it is in Pakistan. Mohammad Ali Jinnah, 
the founder of Pakistan, was himself unhap¬ 
py to see politics “intertwined with religion” 


during the Khilafat Movement (1920) which 
aimed at forcing the British to maintain the 
authority of the Caliphate in Turkey. 

1 admit we have not been able to eliminate 
communal rioting and the repercussions of 
the divide-and-rule policy of the British. The 
belief that a religious community can consid¬ 
er itself a separate nation is still with a lot of 
us. Pakistan has no right to talk of human 
rights when it has not accepted the modem 
concept of nationhood which does not diffe¬ 
rentiate between man and man on the basis 
of religion. A theocratic set-up cannat 
appreciate the difficulties of a poor, plural-s- 
tic society in remaining secular and demo¬ 
cratic. 

Fortunately, most Indians are tolerant. 
Not long ago, Syed Hasan, a former judge 
and president of the Lahore Bar Association, 
was in Delhi after visiting Mathura and 
Varanasi. He said that he was amazed at the 
level of communal tolerance in India and 
spoke of the frequent sight of temples and 
mosques sharing the same wall “In our 
country, we would have demolished the 
temples long ago,” he said. 

It is indeed strange that Noorani should 
talk of human right.s when the people of 
Pakistan live under the threat of the lash 
and even today hundreds of political prison¬ 
ers are languishing in jail without trial. 

Early this year 1 witnessed the election ol 
National Assembly speaker and wrongly 
thought that martial law would end within 
SIX months But now I do not think the 
military, which has entrenched it.self and is 
keen to perpetuate its rule, will quit that 
easily or on its own. The National Assembly 
will continue lo enjoy a semblance of pow 
er—but never real power. 

Sometimes 1 wonder if it is the troubled 
conscience of the rulers of Pakistan that 
causes them to express “sympathy” for Indi¬ 
an Muslims. My feeling is that the Muslims 
have been the worst victims of the partition. 
They are now spread over three countries: 
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. Imagine the 
strength of the vote they would have com¬ 
manded in the undivided subcontinent; 
together they would have formed more than 
one-third of the total population of the 
subcontinent and in a democratic set-up 
they would have been a crucial factor in 
national politics. 

I wish India rids itself of communalism 
and all communities work together for its 
secular ideal. I am sure if we eliminated the 
difference between one religion and 
another, we would see the Pakistanis them¬ 
selves demolishing the high walls of suspi¬ 
cion they have erected. I am waiting for the 
day when Indians and Pakistanis would be 
true friends and true neighbours. 
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Troubled India 

< 1 HK sh J hapdi s analvsis of the 
niinioil sweeping the country in 
I A SiimniLi ot Distonient (U>-22 
June) was thought piovoking 
I hou/'li wt have made rapid progress 
I on tti acncultuial and industrial 
liont, tiiiiuent iiols and agitations 
otti II uiuitrmiiu such progress Hun 
I lb we a piosptioie state a few 
\cais bai k but toda\ if- economy is 
in a shambles due to the prolonged 
I .igitatioii tin n The same holds good 
I lot < upii It I 111 govcii'nient has 
btt-n di pgiiig us feet as tat as the 
^ I’uni lb ind Assam promtnis .in con 
ici M d I iihss ihtst- buining issues 
all ( i\ It piloiils irid a solution is 
(oiitid III tiiogicis will i oine to 
I no II hi 

I \iiitiilml Singh 11 .if; I (.i/ciifla 

• 1 obcnlii to Romtsh Ihapai’s 
view ill II If itatioiis lerd to some 
ilu isuit ( t (oinction but to iclv on 

I il I I 11 d ( I pii.>-suit and motivation 
I (Mi.Mulv ddn).etous Iodav wi 
ate 11 till mid.r ot 1 ciisis ()ui 
I It 1 ( 1(1 11 >v« b( (oriH '■cllish and the 
pc Of It ot .uii ((mtiuv .uv Jisaitavtd 
I Itui ihi it.u.i IS cannot be blamed ioi 
ill 'lu (vils pKiguiiig out socictv w( 
li iiild ilso share .i patrol th( blame 
Mt 111 (oiisciou ot out lights but 
coiiv( iiu iitiv ignoiant ot otii duties 
s/iiimii (,uptd Bitidwjn 

• Rome >h Ihafiii ^ (onimcnts on 
Ills iiiiioi situ.itio i pitvailing in 
tin (ouiiiiv lit iiidici uu and bold 
1 ht di 1( I th( soluliori tactics ot 
the 111 I’linic Minott t an still 
bun, to lowed 11 tin Assam talk, 
liavi 11 I bo'iic any fruit in three 
VC ai > It 1 liaiolv likely that the talks 
on I'liin lb will vuld .iii\ lesult 
Ihiwjnt s/ngh C h.i.ichg.irh 

I • flit ((vti stoiv whih pinpointing 
the le.iMiiis behind ihe turmoil with 
I in the ( iiiiitiv was lathe I chstuibing 

I the lutaic ot ihi countiy as 

I I >onl^ a' has bum poitiavid b\ 
voiii m.if a/nu ’ 

Kjshnii e Kosh.in fa// Mil tut 

• Roiiiesli 1 hapai Kf Rn r inifi 
I iiiel Kiildif) Nay.ii have dune a mag 

1 iiitn K I’t |ob ot 11 vie wing the euirenl 
I ill ol aftaiis in Ihe eounliy It is 
iidi ' in. Ic that tin fieofilt anil the 
I iviiimiiiit nmani alienated tiom 
Uie b.isK re il'ties ot the siiuatioii 
Howtvei Ilu nieelia IS playing its 
loll III lilt light ptrspcetive 
h 1 . Jill sh J irnshe ifpei; 

I • Smli^shan riiakui's leport 
I tihiii iiiJ sr.ift ot iensron), was 
buoeel He has lompletely ignoied 
lilt St veial e ises wheie Hindus have 



OPINION 



saved the lives ni Sikhs 
YP K.iitu huncJuhHtl 


Tolerant Koran 

i apiiieeiateii Si Ni Vi i<i oiiiiitiie ss 
in seekiiif to dn|)( 1 lioubls lioni 
the mind'- ol non Mnslnio nguclnu 
the K.OI iris iitmide ti then i fIn 
Koiuii ' U/uuift to Vo'i 'V/iis/mis ‘l 
. I') )init I Raliij I'll uia siitee ssl ullv 
counteied the <iiginneins ol tin pen 
I Hone IS will) son-.lit i ban on tin holv 
j book on ilie gioiind ili.r it nisfiiit' 

I 1 e ngious .inimosilv Ilu Isoi <iu .dii ii 
coiieetK nitei flit ti el is u It i on ii 
' pt (ipll ot ill I 1 til 
I s ifiiss nil l>ihi 11 ^ IIII 

I •[ ague wall III ^ ik It 1 I til It lilt 
' atliludt ol the Koi in low nds follow 
1 CIS ol otbe I *ailhs i iiu ot lesptil 
1 hi fii I son ” ho songtn a han on tin 
I holv hook Wf i< (iiilv iiiteu led in 
I elisl nbi’ic eomiiiiui.il hnmonv and 
I the eouil. iiglilJv fiilid sueli a tie 
I sfiie.iblt move 
j S 1 f.;. \lini.ut Ihi I 11/ 

• Pi / ik.ina his ebviilv m.mif) i 
l.iterlveist tiomlh Sniahs niel ilu 
Ava'^ to siilisl mil lie hi nguiliiiil 
thii lh( Koi an dots not |nt icli lios 
I lililv low uel follow IS oi othci 
I iitlis rii( ullioi hnnst it idmii'. 
lli.n lilt Kill III IS I II 11 Ol u\i ivpts 
I ol people the k.itii lud the 
I nuishiiks .niei goes on to itid tliat all 
thioiigh the Ik’Iv li lok ilu < inph.isis 
IS on the ti In he iw 11 n he lu v ci s .nid 
non belli vi i lUii the ainhoi was not 
veiv tie o on who euiistitini d Ilu 
I non lu lu vt is 
1. / k II k il Punt 

• In Older to jiiove that the Koian 
does tun pieaeli hostility towards 
loilowers ot oihei faiths, Di Zakaria 



has cleverly taken out verses from 
the holy book However, the author 
admits that the Koran is hostile to 
non believers or atheists But Dr 
Zakaria is vague about who the non 
believers are 
DD Agarwaf, Calcutta 


_Assam Dilemma_ 

T he news lepoit on Assam, No 
hailv Polls (2- S June) was in 
loimative li is difficult to under 
stand why the eentre is hesitating to 
dissolve the Assam Assembly and 
ordci flesh tleetions lliteswai 
Saikia came to powt i in 1981 
' thiough a bloodv eleetion in wlneh 
veis lew people took part Home 
niiiiiitei SB t havaii s suggestion 
that 1S)(>7 be taken as the cut otl veai 
should be accepted bv the Assam 
govtiiinient and the AASl Mr 
Saikid s feeling th.n the Congitss(l) 
I would lost the suppoit ol the miiioi 
' itv eominunitv li the eentit opted foi 
I9fi7 as Ilu tut off ve.n orih pioves 
tlKii the pit Sint govetriintrit is a 
iiiiiien Itv f,oveininent 
Mdluk II \f.iJ 

1 • It a)>[H lied lioiii Santaiiu Ghosh’s 
tepoii that the ei ntie as well as the 
snide III Itatkis iti willing to aceefit 
Idb” as tiu cut oft vtai but the 
pitsenl A .am niinistrv is tiving to 
foil attenifits at solving the Assam 
fiiobleiii the lea.on ot tourse is 
that Ml Saikia who was voted to 
powi t on a iiimoinv vote thinks that 
'he t ofij lesstl) will lose the suppoit 
ol the miiioi Itv it 1987 is taken as the 
e til oil \eai One man’s personal 
.imhiiiun IS eomnig in the wav of 
solving a iiatiim il piobltm. 

I /) K V.ind.l / utknon 


Efficient FBI_ 

S h.uon Butlei s special lepoit 
fjtgvr Kill! G.itu/fii (2fa Mav—1 
lime) gave a tle-ai fiiituie td the 
teiioii.ts attemfit to create havoc 
onei .tgain thisiniu in the USA Not 
oiilv was the Pi inu Mmistei’s life in 
I leofiaidv but the lives of tnanv im 
t I rant pt t sonalities could have 
lu e 11 e ndaiigei eel bad it not been ten 
' the f Bl li was ividem that a gioup 
I ot people 111 India as well as abioad 
want to destabilise the eountiv 
S.i/tf.iv Lhopiu I uiihidud 

I • Ihe busting of the film to assassin 
ate the PM hv the 1 K1 will diseouiage 
otlui te'iioiisi giinips tiuin coming 
up with such schemes in futuie It is 
indeed sad that some Sikhs die le 
suiting to teiioiism instead of bettei 
utilising then talents 
Pi ohm Chdtidid Aidinbain. Imphdl 
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The Video Invasion 


W hile agreeing with Lekha Dhar 
that the Hindi film industry is 
dying a slow and painful death, 1 do 
not think that video and television 
are to be held guilty for this (Ii Vidt'o 
Killing Cinema, 9 IS June) The pio 
ducers and directors whose sole con 
cern is profit and who igtioie tlu 
preferences of the cine goeis should 
share a part of the blame 
Subioto Nandi, Dhanbad 

• Is video rooting out cinema from 
the daily life ol the common mail’' 
Ihe standard of the movit s toriently 
being produced in India is deter lorat 
itig films today are less cieativt and 
aesthetic It is therefore little won 
j del that video is thieatenuig tin 
1 existence of the film industiy But 
the success of films like Aidh Satva 
and Pvar fhukta Sahin proves that 
good cinema will always be a ciowd 
pullet 

K Chidanand humai Bangalaie 

I • The covet story should make the 
I government pondei over the adseise 


effects ol Mdeo The film industiy 
plays an important pail in the cultu 
ral life ol a countiy and its death will 
also signify the death of eveiything 
good of a nation However, 1 did not 
appreciate a number of photogiaphs 
jrublished along with the article It 
was a typical sales gimmick 
Shyamal Oupta, Biirdnan 

• Ihe condition of the theatie halls 
thioiighcnit the rountiv discouiages 
people from seeing movies Iht gov 
eniment should ker p a strict vigil 
ovc I the atmosphciL prevailing in 
and aiound movie halls 

VN A rratanasuamv Madia-, 

• I tu Anti^video Piiacy Oiganisa 
tuMi has he ( n toiincd li check video 
piratv But what about the piiacj of 
musi casst tt< > ’ 

Aria Misliia, ( itllatk 

• In an otherwise informative am 
cic, I was Mil pi Oil' t( see the pro 
voc.itive pic tints 

SA lalapatia i,‘n\ah,iti 


Vision of Nehru 


# s Ae/nu first , 1 /l/t inon (,!() May 1 
]unt I by K P 1 ntiiki ishnaii math 
interesting reading It n a tiagic 
irony that the ideals ol demonacv 
that he so (htiished wcie toigotten 
during the leaden shiji o* Ins daugh 
ter, Indira Gandhi Nehru hchevid 
I that dissent was an essential pan ot 
democtaev but Mis Gandtii nipped 
all opposition to hn policies in i‘ii 
bud Mr llnnikrishnan had rightlv 
^ pointed out that Nehru’s vision of 
Indian dcmociacv included sotialis 
tic policies Unfortuiidiely India 
abandoned demo«.iacy and socialism 
under Mrs Gandhi when she chose to 
impose the Emergency to lemam in 
power However, with Kaiiv Gandhi 


Missing Murderer 

I n A Missing As',asstn (26 May—1 
June),Ritu Satin logically analysed 
the various factors involved in the 
assassination of Indiia Gandhi It is 
however not clear why the people 
responsible for the investigation are 
finding It so difficult to pinpoint 
responsibility Is there something 
which the government does not wish 
to disclose to the public ’ 

V Sagar, New Delhi 

• The fact that the third assassin is 
still at large speaks ot the efficiency 
of our intelligence services 
,, Rajesh Gupta, Ahmedabad 
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iheie sc c iiistohc U't lionit change m 
policies oiict acaiii Respecting the 
crews ot the iipposilioii within the 
paitv is hiuintl to 'ringihcn cli ino 
c I acv 

li 1 f 'iiu s/i Kao Homba\ 

* (he .11 tide llu Post \ihiii t,tn 
I'lation |26 M i\— 1 lure) exposed 
thi lu ide eiuacits of oui education 
svsl' 111 It IS shtiriu lid that the voaii 
gei gtnei.uion know-, so little about 
Nehiu ll is high time the education 
miuisttv took uotiee of the state of 
atfaiis anel made t I tons lo publish 
books on the livc s ol nation il li aetiMs 
like Nc In u, (■andliip Subhash Chan 
dra Bose and othtis 
A Chidanand Kiiniat Bangalo't 


Actor PoM icia,ns 

jssing Slat-, (Deliu Uiatv 26 
May 1 lunc) was aim smg 
Whencvei an aeloi is cast on the 
s teen, lu is assisted bv a team of 
expet ts mat i tlu stotx wiitei, 
dnilogiu wiitet song witter the 
IT akt up man and music diiee tor But 
ti politics one* has to assist a team ot 
vvinkers ,rnd guide them An actor 
has to exploit the sentiments ot the 
people under the direction of expeits 
while in politics he has to control the 
sentiments of the people through a 
team of dedn ated wenkeis 

Manmohan Singh \irdi. Mum at 



Avoi d Alcohol 

A s pointt'd out by Anita Piarap in 
tighting tht Till Spint l2-b 
June), alcoholism is a disease and 
like any other disease u can be 
cured I wish to Iliank Si M»\v for 
publicising Alcoholics Aiionvi.ious 
tht oiganisation whuh tu lp^ people 
lo give up clunking A inc who came 
111 toniait with Alcoholn ■. Anoiiv I 
mems, I wish to naiiaie m, ixpiii 
ence 

Back in the mid 1 iftu s when 1 use d 
to h\t in ( akutta, 1 staile el urmknig 
and giacluallv btcanie m .ilci'l be ' 
Within live veal 1 lost niv |ol> home , 
and fiiends lor the lu xl ten ximi' I j 
went ai oiincl cliff c >» ni Cities 1 dief et t 
odd lotis but iiiv lint St ten akohoi 
landed me in ihi guttei lhai w is i.U 
1 came m cornaii witn Akt'u us ' 
Aiionvinous in Midia' and vm un a 
verv 'boil time 1 ga\i up dinil lu,. 

A Kamakn-,bn,w MaJi is I 


Expioi ted Sa n thal w | 

S antbah in lenoi wa, sheijsiin, | 
to sax the least t' ft Mav i I w is 
chsluibed in read that 'hi saiiihals 
had belli shot ele aei bv thi pidiei 
following <1 tninoi incident foil nv | 
ing an altereation berwte n ilu local | 
niaha/an Motn im Rliagat <ind itn | 
adivasis, the polueopeMiid liie Itm 
polite as usual siUe d with llic in dia [ 
pin Iven now iht santhaG of the | 
legion aie living in liar 
I da\ Nath MamU I’aMia l(),i i> ' 


Unfair Analysis 

I was suip'tised to i,o tinongh KnI j 
dip Naval s pioxoea'iii pun j 
Miis/irns .Siif/i’iief M,)M ifxelnsne 
2() Mav 1 luni Ir w i u'ltan lu I 
single out the Muslim-, as lu ing vie 1 
tuns ot the anf resetv afion -.tn in ' 
Ahmedabad While it i> true that 
some ol the victims of tlu ' loU nee I 
weie Muslims it would he winng to j 
say that ihe attack'- we it duelled 
against a paiiicular t ommunnv 
FP Bctian, Hat i-, ai Ba'tn t Saudi 
Atahia) 

_ 

Harmful Habit | 

P ioblem Drugs (Science 14 20 i 
April) was interesting and in i 
toimaiivc The aiticlt will help pto | 
pie, especially the tldeily, to curb 
the habit ot taking self pcesvi ibed 
drugs Indians have tHe habit of 
taking drugs indi'^Timinately Thi> 
has an adverse effect Qii the health 
A Sengupta, Bombay 
" . . ■ . . . . ■ "" ) 
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Death came swift and sudden 31,000 feet above the Atlantic. At 8 13 in the morning 
of 23 June, 180 km off the coast of Ireland, a bomb shattered Air India’s flight 182 
travelling from Montreal to London, bringing to an abrupt end the lives of 329 
unsuspecting passengers and crew. While most of the bodies of the crash victims are 
yet to be recovered from the waters of the Atlantic, an international search is on for 
two Sikh extremists, Lai Singh and Ammand Singh, who ore believed to have 
carried out this cruel act. Sunday investigates into the callous terrorism 

which destroyed flight 182. 
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T his is the season when the 
otherwise sleepy little town of 
Cork, in the southern coast df 
the Republic of Ireland, com¬ 
es to life. Americans of Irish descent 
and Europeans swoop down on this 
tourist spot as part of the now popu¬ 
lar exercise of digging into one’s 
roots. It is as much a trip to savour 
this romantic sea resort as to shed a 
few nostalgic tears about one’s 
heritage. 

But this admixture of delight and 
despondency has now been over¬ 
taken by a more distressing emotion: 
the agony of the next of kin of the 
victims of Air India’s disaster—the 
mid-air explosion and crash of its 
Boeing 747, Kanishka, into the Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean, 180 miles off Irish shores 
on Sunday, 23 June. These relatives 
have, in fact, been flown out by the 
airline from various corners of the 
globe in an effort to identify some 
140 dead bodies rescued by the Irish 
and British armed forces. World 
attention is now focussed on Cork for 
another important reason: it is from 
here that investigations are being 
carried out by the Indian technical 
team in an attempt to answer to the 
question: what happened to the jum¬ 
bo let? 

There is no doubt that it will take a 
few months for the team to complete 
its fact-iinding mission. Each and 
every corpse and particle of the 
wreckage can provide clues to the 
disaster. But a crucial element in 
determining the final moments of the 
national tamer’s flight 182 from 
Toronto to Bombay, via Montreal, 
London and Delhi, is the detection of 
the “black box” (a bright oiange, 
square-shaped equipment), the flight 
data recorder which has been send¬ 
ing out electronic signals from 6,000 
feet under water and could well have 
been recovered by the time this 
appears in print. 

Meanwhile, the technical team has 
some substantial evidence at hand. 
The situation is, obviously, such that 
if it can be established beyond a 
shadow of doubt that a terrorist had 
indeed been responsible for the ex¬ 
plosion, then the inquest will widen 
into a full-scale criminal investiga¬ 
tion. Of course, the authorities con¬ 
cerned in Canada, the United States, 
Japan, Ireland, the United Kingdom 
and India are already proceeding on 
the presumption that it was a case of 
sabotage. A massive man-hunt is now 
in progress for two American Sikhs, 
previously wanted by the US Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for 
plotting to kill Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. And now they are suspected 
of slipping a time-bomb into the Air 
India jet. 

On the Saturday night of its weekly 


service, flight 182’s departure was 
delayed by an hour-and-a-half at 
Toronto airport because of, among 
other reasons, dissatisfaction with 
the contents of some of the luggage. 
Indeed, sniffer dogs went berserk at 
this air terminal when the baggage 
was being loaded on to the aircraft, 
prompting the security officers to 
unload three suitcases which were 
later found to be harmless. A few 
hours later, the flight was, however, 
allowed to take off.There is certainly 
a big question mark as to whether it 
ought to have been permitted to go 
ahead since there are firm pointers 
that the detective dogs were dis¬ 
pleased till the very end. 

Their reaction was not unjustified, 
for a few hours later—at 12 45 pm 
1ST on the black Sunday—Kanishka 
blew up at a rather high altitude and 
nosedived into the sea. Only eight 
minutes earlier, the flight deck of the 
aircraft had informed ground control 
at Shannon airport, in the south west 
of the Irish Republic, that the air 
craft was cruising at 81,000 feel, and 
that everything was “normal.” 
Thereafter, the fact that something 
was amiss became evident when 
radio contact could not be revived 
with the plane and it also dis¬ 
appeared from the radar screens 

An international system which 
uses satellites for spotting a missing 
aircraft or ship (developed by the 
United States, Canada and France) 
and is slated to be formally commis¬ 


sioned next month—known as 
Sarat—recorded the crash, though 
not before the awful spectre had 
been witnessed by a Panamanian 
ship in the vicinity. Describing the 
incident, the captain of this vessel 
mournfully remarked: “There was a 
sudden explosion, the aircraft some¬ 
rsaulted twice before plunging into 
the water.” 

Royal Air Force planes and heli¬ 
copters were immediately pressed 
into service. An Irish warship joined 
the search for survivors. But all that 
was procured were dead bodies! 
According to the last count 131 
bodies have been recovered out of a 
total of 329 passengeis and crew 
who were killed. “U was a heart 
breaking project,” said one of the 
captains of the British Sea King hell 
copters. And ol course, there was the 
wreckage invaluable for the gi pti. but 
imperative purpose of investigation. 

While the frantic quest for the 
remnants of Kanishka and us in¬ 
mates continued in the high s >as, in 
London a visibly shattered Fiancis 
Da Gama, regional directoi of Air 
India in the UK and Ireland, in 
formed journalists of the worst Of 
course, the scribes present at the 
Heathrow Airport briefing already 
knew the position, as the news had 
been flashed on British radio and 
television. It was Mr Da Gama’s 
second last day in office befoie being 
transferred to Air India's headquar¬ 
ters in Bombay. At the press confer- 
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ence, he ruled out the idea of terror 
1 st involvement in the tragtdv But 
then he was not very well inloiiiied 
about the stare of matters Indeed it 
would not be unfair to emphasise 
that Air India m London on that 
fateful Sunday was taihrr unpie 
pared for an unto^aid oli ntience, 
with little or no provisions made for 
affected relatives and friends 

A ltei years of avid iatnt<-t in the 
immigrant market An Indi i was 
finally extended a licmiti to operate 
in Canada last Ottohti initiallv 
from Montreal onlv and subsequent 

ly from the moie attiatuve loionto ootn men it wouio apptai, nave a me yvew Vork limes leceived a call 
sector as well lollowmg tht assas police record for at least a pett^ from the Sikh Students’ Federation 

sination of Indiia ti.ii.dlu and the trime I'n the US Thus, when tlie and the Dashmesh Regiment (known 

increasing . ggri ssiv t nt ss ol a sec efticicnt Tokyo policemen offered a i to be among the more sinister of the 
non of the Canadian Sikhs this coi lange of linger prints obtained from Sikh teiionst organisations), while 
poration had uquesnd *hi local the suitcases m the Cl’Air 747 winch , the VFashi/igron Post was intimated 
agencies for ‘ additional secLiiiij’ foi i caused the blast at Naiita anpoii, bv the Kaslimit Liberation Army, 
Its flights Admittedlv the ixisting one ol them matched with those in some of whose ioyahsis were con 
arrangements Wert quite up to inter the FBf’s computer It belonged tti vuted loi the muidei ol tht Indian 
national standaids but, pt ihaps, not Lai Singh, who i> suspected to have i diplomat Ravindra Mhatre, in Birm 

entirelv in tune with Air India’s tnetked iii this piece of luggage at i ingham Lngland last year Also re 

pievailing pressmes Rr gii itahlv, Vancouver an port 1 his item was in levant u'lit fact that both Lai Singh 

the extia measures lemaintd unim fact booked for rransloi on to an An and Annnand Singh art membeis of 

plemenied until afiii tht Kaiiishka India flight headed toi India Also at the Dashmesh Regiment 

disaster Vantouvei unaccompanied baggage VVheu hivi they fled■'An Interpol 


Map showing Kanishka's route and (light di tails, (inset) map iltuslrates how the bomb would have expludtd at Heathrow airport had 
flfeht 182 left Montreal on schedtilt 



To be objective, though, the Cand 
dian law enforcement bodies, 
speaiheaded by the famous Moun 
ties, have acted with swiftness and 
skill, albeit silently, to locate the two 
suspected extremists, Lai Singh (ZS), 
and Ammand (nee Dalbir) Singh 
(?2), in the devastation of the Air 
India Boeing Ihese two weie named 
by thelBl in MavduiityiMi l.andlu s 
visit to the US Both men lived in 
Flushing, New York and contrary to 
sacred Sikh conventions sported 
shoit hail and a clean shaven face 
I hfc other five in the alleged plot are 
now in custody 


a domestic flight to Toronto to catch 
the AI 182 connection to India Was 
this the article that caused the explo¬ 
sion in Kanishka’ Theie is conflict 
ing opinion among the multinational 
investigators that this was indeed the 
«ase 

For the record, the CP air flight 
had L Singh and A Singh on its 
passenger list I he latter fell into the 
aviatioiial jaigon of “no show” In 
other words did not turn up at all 
Furtheimore, there were three tele 
phone calls claiming responsibility 
for the Clash—ail of them in the US 
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source conveyed to this correspon¬ 
dent that they could be receiving 
protection from Sikh activists in Van¬ 
couver, a hot-bed of Khalistan sup¬ 
porters. In March, Budh Singh Bhow- 
al, travelling from Vancouver, was 
stopped at Heathrow and found to be 
carrying part of a sub-machine gun. 
He was sent back to Canada. On the 
same day, one Rajinder Singh Purew- 
al was arrested at Vancouver airport 
with the missing parts of the same 
gun. Purewal said the gun was to be 
delivered to a prominent Sikh in 
London. Both men have been re¬ 
leased in Canada. Lai Singh, too had 
attended a “mercenary training 
camp” in Alabama last year. Accord¬ 
ing to the Observer he telephoned a 
contact man in London to insist on 
his innocence. He reportedly said; “1 
did not place a bomb on the Air India 
Boeing. I am innocent, the Dashmesh 
Regiment is innocent of any wrong 
doing.” 

Forensic examination in Tokyo has 
revealed that there was five to l.o 
pounds of plastic explosives hidden 
in a radio or a tape recorder and 
detonated by an integrated-circuit 
timing device. Such a bomb in the 
luggage hold just below the first 
class cabin of Kanishka, above which 
was the cockpit, could well have 
punched a hole through the aircraft’s 
body, thus compounding the effects 
of decompression with those of the 
explosion. Another important fact is 
that the X-ray machine at Toronto 
airport had broken down when three 
quarters of the baggage of flight 182 
had been checked. It is, ot course, 
debatable whether the X-ray 
machine or its operator (a tiied and 
distracted one at that) could have 
detected plastic explosives and inte¬ 
grated-circuits hidden in a radio. 
Also the hand held detector, which 
was then used to scan the remaining 
luggage, has its limitations. 

However, autopsies conducted so 
far and initial inspection of the 
wreckage at Cork did not unequivo¬ 
cally endorse the bomb theory. The 
tests carried out have tried to find 
out; 

• Whether the bodies and debris 
were penetrated by high velocity 
fragments. 

• The accurate seating plan, from 
which the investigators may deter¬ 
mine the exact location of the blast. 

• “Gas wash”—the metallurgical 
parlance for charred marks on the 
surface of the metal parts caused by 
high temperature or pressure. 

• “Twinning” or the deformation of 
the atomic structure associated with 
high explosives—somewhat farther 
from the centre of the explosion. 

• Chemical evidence of explosion. 

A foreign expert told Sunday, “If 


there had been a bomb, you would 
expect to have found some evidence 
of It in the first sampling itself.” The 
bomb theory came v ery low in his list 
of possible causes. In fact, he linked 
his views to the revised assessment 
that the jumbo did not break up at 
31,000 feet, but gradually in its fall. 
Besides, a check of thi dead bodies 
has, so far, failed to decipher any 
burns, shrapnel wounds, or pieces of 
burnt seat on them. Of course, it is 
possible that these persons were sea¬ 
led in that .section of the aircraft 
which was the least affected, and 
1 hat those nearer the explosion were 
blown to smithereens. If it was a 
technical or structural complication, 
the crew should, plausibly, have re¬ 
gained control using brute force on 
the rudder and flaps. But a fifth 
engine had been strapped under the 
port wing, to be ferried back to India 
fot repairs. This is a common prac¬ 
tice; slinging the engine to the wing 


saves valuable cargo space and the 
autopilot and flight management sys¬ 
tems make the necessary adjust¬ 
ments to keep the plane stable. With 
the sudden loss of theSe systems, the 
flight crew could not have responded 
fast to avert decontrol and disaster. 

But the big mystery is; Why did 
flight 182 disappear so suddenly 
from the Shannon radar screen? 
(This control tower has since re¬ 
vealed that it heard an explosion and 
a shriek on its radio). This is rare 
even in the worst air crashes, and 
may only be resolved by the data 
contained in the “black box,” the 
recovery of which is an absolute 
necessity. For the 329 people who 
were dealt such a brutal coup de 
grace the curtains have been drawn, 
but for the rest of us, and for the 
government and India’s premier air¬ 
line, the chronicle has just begun. 

AMa Ray, Lottdon 
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The Flight to 
Disaster 



18 


MINOAY 7 -ia July laes 





1 Bodies of the viLtims of tht air 
trash recovered from the sea 
being brought to ( oi k airport, 

2 Cirieving relatives oi the trash 
virtims, 3 K k Ikishi, the 
Indian ambassador to Ireland in 
consultation with a British air 
forte officer at Cork airport 
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A Blueprint for Terror 


O nly a maniac could think of 
such a plan. And the people 
who called on Frank Camper for his 
help in drawing up a plan for mass 
murders were blinded by hate. 
Camper bad the right credentials: 
he was a former CIA agent, a Viet¬ 
nam war veteran and ran a school 
for terrorists in Alabama, USA. The 
SUch terrorists who had been plan¬ 
ning revenge for the army action in 
the Golden Temple, inevitably 
sou^t him out for his expert touch 
to their murder plans. Camper was 
no stranger to them: two militant 
Khalistanis—Lai Singh and 
Ammapd Singh—who were later 
implicated in Rajiv Gandhi murder 
plot, had already enlisted them¬ 
selves in his school. 

Frank Camper admitted that 
the two' Sikh.s attended his school 
for two weeks last year. Camper’s 
wife said in a newspaper interview 
that in the explosive.s segment of 
the 350 dollars combat survival 
course, the students weie in¬ 
structed on the elements of con 
struction of a bomb, what the com¬ 
ponents are and how they are 
made. Ammand Singh and Lai 
Singh have been on the run ever 
since the plot to assassinate Rajiv 
Gandhi was uneanhed. 

It appears that Ammand Singh 
came to the US on a visa but Lai 
Singh smuggled himself into the 
country most probably from the 


Name: Ammand Singh 
Alias; \mai Nath 
Dale of birth: 13 March 1951 
Height. (>’ • •" 

Weight: 160 pounds 
Kyes; Broun 
Hair: Black 


Mexican border. Neither the US 
immigration nor the FBI have any 
record.s of Lai Singh’s entry. A 
sailor by profession, it is widely 
believed that Lai Singh spent some 
time in C'ahloinia in the company 
of Sikh exti emists before coming in 
cental 1 with Ammand Singh in New 
York. 

What the Sikh terrorists wanted 
Camper to do was to draw up a 
blueprint for attack.s on selected 
targets in India and abroad. The 
blueprint that Camper prepared for 
a fee of $ 10,000, envisaged attacks 
on Indian offices, banks, business 
establi.shmeiits abroad and even 
restaurants which were either own¬ 
ed or frequented by Indians. The 
attacks were to be widespread; 
from Toronto to California to New 
York to London. It even included 
plans to poisoi' water supply in- 
stallation.s in India. 

Camper not only selected the 
targets he also prepared a manual 
for the terrorists to guide them in 
their attacks. He trained them in 
the use of explo.sives and high- 
calibre guns. And by his reckoning 
chemical companies owned by Indi¬ 
ans in New York had been shipping 
toxic acids and chemicals regularly 
to India to prepare the terrorists to 
carry out their strike plans. 

Camper’s name is sufficient to 
send shivers down the spine. His 


Name: Lai Singh 

Alias: Ashok Sethi 

Date of birth. 25 February 1960 

Height: .5’11’■ 

Weight: 160 pounds 
Eves: Brown 
Hair: Black 


studeots hkd btea iAvelved in th«' 
massaefe of the Palestinian re^ 
fugees in Lebanon's Sabra camp; 
they strudt at black dissidents in 
South Africa; tbey killed many of 
President Marcos’ opponent in Phil" 
lipines; they were among the Con¬ 
tras battling in Nicaragua. 

Frank Camper is not only one 
in this business. According to an 
expert there are at least 25 sudi 
schools for mercenaries in 
USA offering courses in weapon- 
ery, hand-to-hand combat, ambush, 
rigging booby traps and even sniper 
techniques. These schools can be 
found in the backwoods of Alaba¬ 
ma, the mountains of Colorado and 
the deserts of Arizona. 

And how much does it cost to 
become a James Bond of sorts? 
Anything from $ 300 for five days in 
North Carolina woods to a $ 2500 
two-week session in Pittsview, Ala¬ 
bama. Such schools are legal estab¬ 
lishments in the United States and 
indeed they regularly advertise to 
attract pupils. “Live or die; the 
choice is yours," screams an adver¬ 
tisement- The arms used by those 
undergoing training in these 
schools are as varied as is the 
choice of the schools and easily 
available at the arms bazaar 
periodically held by the US arms 
dealers throughout the country. 
According to a jVew Pork Times 
correspondent almost any weapon 
including sophisticated missiles 
could be legally purchased from 
these bazaars. 

There is enough evidence to sug¬ 
gest that Sikh terrorists have been 
purchasing considerable arms from 
these bazaars. With Frank Camper: 
and the likes offering lessons in 
sabotage to Sikh te^rmrists this 
assumes a dangereus dimeaskm. 
Even some td the !36 leghdatontaze 
deeply wenied about it* pessihie. 
ramificatiens. the senator fr«nti' 
Alabama Jeremiab Denton, agy* Id* 
Senate stib-eoiiimittee on ttmorwa 
is planning to kn«tt%ate bnd ^ 
activities of sUEh soiool* which 
have attracted iatemsHa^ atten¬ 
tion following the Air-ladu Igoeing 
crash suspected :M ,iha<re been 
caused by pldnectd by 

Sikh jb «n» id 

these schoote'. ^b<Hieye«* be adyst 
“much more n*Mk|*b»1ie done in die 
area to find epA what ea*^ esdst. 
what they ar«'''mBching and .#hat 
laws es dnetfbl tn gdt 
control ovhr 'tkese cam^-” 
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“It was Cold-blooded Murder” 


W hen Air India’s 45 million dollar 
Jumbo, Kanishka, tragically 
completed 23,600 hours of flying 
time in the sea off Cork, it left 
behind a trail of inconsolable rela¬ 
tives. Birthdays, betrothals and long- 
awaited reunions will never be. All 
that they can now do is to identify 
the remains of their near ones. ‘‘She 
died a martyr for her country. It was 
a cold-blooded murder. We have lost 
our precious daughter. We cannot 
retrieve what we have lost,” Henry 
Lasrado, 56-year old father of Shar¬ 
on, one of the air-hostesses who died 
in the crash, broke down as he spoke 
of his daughter’s fate. 

“She was not scheduled for the 
flight. She was not even on a standby. 
She was scheduled to go on the 
evening flight to London. But when 
she called them (the airline author¬ 
ities) they said she had to report for 
this flight. She told them she wanted 
to operate the evening flight as per 
schedule. But an order was an ordei 
and there was no backing out,” her 
brother’s fiancee, Joan Crasto told 
Sunday. “The London flight would 
have brought her back on the 19th in 
time to celebrate her birthday on the 
20th,” a relative put in. Sharon Las¬ 
rado had just turned 23 when she 
met her fate which wiped out a 
birthday celebration planned on her 
return, her betrothal and a bright 
future. “You can add this,” Mr Lasra¬ 
do said. “We are Indians We are 
prepared to lay down our lives for 
the country.” 

Christopher Rodericks spoke soft¬ 
ly. His eyes betrayed no emotion. 
The only sign of the tragedy that he 
and his 15-month old daughter, 
Kriselle, would have to live with, was 
manifest in the slight tremor of his 
hand as he smoked. “There is no¬ 
thing I can say at this point, nothing. 
Elaine did not want to go on this 
flight. She was tired. We returned 
from her three-month posting in 
Perth, where she had to keep shunt¬ 
ing back and forth from the hospital 
as I was laid up with an appendix 
operation. Besides this her aunt was 
bed-ridden. And, of course, there was 
the baby. She didn’t want to leave 
her at all, this was her first long 
flight in two years.” But his wife 
Elaine, when asked to operate this 
flight had not said no. Her reluctance 
to board the doomed Montreal flight 
was evident only in her words: “I am 
feeling bad about leaving my baby.” 

When Upendra Kumar Bada came 
to Bombay it was to receive his 
sister’s family and book five tick* 



Alr-hosleai S.M. Ijumiio 


ets—four for the family and one for 
himself—on a flight to Bhuj in Gu 
jarat. Instead, he saw what happened 
on television and r ushed to the Sahar 
tnrernatuiiial airport, only to confirm 
the horror he had seen His first 
reaction was one ol bewilderment; 
the next tears He talked incoherent 
ly pushing aside the glass of water an 
All India staffer offered “What is 
the use of this, when everything is 
over? My parents were very eagerly 
looking forwaid to receiving them at 
Bhuj. Now they won’t even get their 
bodies. I am trying hard to keep 
calm, bur tell me is it possible in such 
a situation? he asked. “Let me cry it 
out.” Crying is probably all they have 
left as was the case with the Bada 
brothers (Upendra was joined by his 
brother B.N. Bada), who took the 4.15 
am A1 flight to London on 27 June to 
identify the bodies of their relatives. 



■ AaMt. fli. purser J.S. Oinshaw 


year old Keki Dinshaw Dumasia 
looked dignified in his grief. He was 
the only person who was in total 
control of himself on the night of 23 
June, when weeping relatives 
thronged Sahar airport. “He was to 
retire in another four months, but 
probably somebody up there wanted 
him to be active till his death,” he 
said of his brother, 58-year old Dara 
Piii'l-aw Dumasia. “When I left my 
!. se 1 had some hopes of his surviv¬ 
al, bur when 1 came here they told me 
no one had survived." 

“If the flight had been hijacked, 1 
am sure jamshed would have taught 
them a lesson. Remembet the hijack 
with the toy pistol, where the put ,ers 
overpowered the hijacker? That vas 
just his kind of thing. He was a tough 
guy,” said Darryl Feriiande.s of his 
friend, assistant flight purset Jam 
shed Dinshaw. Unfortunately Mr J.S. 
Dinshaw didn’t have the time to 
contend with anyone or anything. He 
went down with his wife, leaving a 
mother who has hardly recovered 
from the loss of her daughter m the 
1978 air crash. 

F.x-air-hosiess Santa D’Mello lecaL 
led in-flight supervisor Sampaih Lai- 
er, a founder-member of the cabin 
crew association, who has over 20 
years of flying experience. It was 
tragic for his family. Just two years 
back he lost a son, who died of 
meningitis. His wife, Sylvia, was an 
ex-air-hostess. She and their two-and- 
a-hali-year-old daughter went down 
with him. Sanjay, the only remaining 
member of the family, is Sam’s son 
by his first wife who has also re- 
j married. Ho left to identify his 
1 family. 

For Indru Chatlani the scar will 
probably never heal. He came down 
from Bangkok on hearing of the 
crash. He was depressed and ill be 
cause he lost his sister-in-law, 13- 
year-old niece and four-year-old 
nephew, but more so because he had 
insisted that they make this trip. 
Relatives of the family who biam^ 
Air India for the lax security that 
overlooked possibilities of sabotage, 
swore that they would not travel by 
the airline. 

With the death of 22 of its mem¬ 
bers, the Air India cabin crew asso¬ 
ciation is in mourning. A member of 
the association said, “They were all 
very nice people and good friends.” 
He described the vice-president of 
the association and one of the crash 
victims, K.N. Thakur, as the 
“favourite” of the crowd. 
tMkhm Ohmr, Bambir 
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I Was the Crash Avoidable? 

I _ _ _ _ 

Security lapses take their toll 


W ere 329 innocent air pas 
sengers victims of callous 
ness’ While officially the 
USA IS in the forefront of 
thi international movement against 
terrorism, its own Federal Bureau of 
Investigations (FBI) has unearthed 
the giisly details of the commando 
naming which anti Indian elements 
have been receiving m a private 
“school” at Alabama Democracy 
means a fiee society, but should this 
ti eedom allow “schools” to be run to 
. train people m the dirty tricks of 
I sabotage and killing’ The crash of 
I the Air India’s flight 182 has thrown 
up ih( pns ability that Sikh extrem 
ists trained by a Vietnam war yeter 
an 1 rank Camper may have manu 
lactuied and planted the bomb 
I which blew up Kanishka Till the 
I time* ol writing the “black box” of 
I the ill fated plane has not been reco 
I vtred so the «ause of the disaster 
! can at best be surmised 
I Whether the Air India jumbo jet 
I went down into the Atlantic Ocean 
off the coast ot Ireland as a result of 
I sabotage or theie were other reasons 
I for the death of the 329 passengers 
would be known in due course But 
I one thing is clear in the United 


States of America, “schools” are 
being run by Vietnam war veterans 
who train people knowing full well 
that these agents of death would 
indulge in unlawful killings The fact 
that the existence of these macabre 
schools IS known to the American 
establishment and due tu constraints 
of the American law nothing can be 
done to stop such “schooling,” only 
shows that the defeat in Vietnam a 
decade ago has left indelible marks 
on American society The Vietnam 
misadventure has not only cost the 
Americans dear, but also left side 
effects like the one possibly felt 
when flight 182 of Air India crashed 
in the early hours of 23 June 
While not i uling out the possibility 
that technical flaws may have re 
suited in the crash, it has to be noted 
that aviation experts feel that de 
spite engine failure, the aircraft 
could have glided for a while and 
need not have crashed The captain 
could have either landed in a nearby 
airfield oi tried to make the aircraft 
float on water In this case, according 
to the only eyewitness, the comman 
der of a passing ship, he had seen an 
explosion in the rear of the plane 
after which the jumbo jet fell into 


the sea 

It IS not an easy task to blow up a 
Boeing 747 aircraft Sophisticated 
and powerful explosives would be 
required to blow up a jumbo jet It is 
now known that 55 minutes before 
the ill fated flight disappeared from 
the radar screen of Shannon air traf 
fic control, a bomb went off at 
Tokyo’s Narita airport The luggage 
which carried the explosives had 
been brought in from Vancouver by 
Canadian Pacific Airways flight 003 
and was meant to be loaded mto an 
Air India flight which was to take off 
from Tokyo shortly afterwards Poss 
ibly the saboteuis had planned to 
blow up two Air India jumbos simul¬ 
taneously to attract the woild’s 
attention to the demand for Khalis 
tan—a demand which does not evoke 
much sympathy or support from the 
majority of Punjabis, both Hindus 
and Sikhs Ihe anti Indian forces, 
which have received training m pn 
vate “schools” in the USA, had a 
blueprint for terrorism in which Air 
India flights were the first targets 

The callousness of the Air India 
staff in Canada and the Canadian 
authorities cannot be forgiven One 
wonders how two flights could leave 
Canadian airports on the same day 
with time bombs in their cargo holds 
In the case of the Air India flight, the 
airlme officials should have ^en 
warned after police dogs had sniffed 
out explosives The entire luggage 
should have been inspected before 
the flight left The difficulty with the 
Air India personnel serving abroad is 
that in most cases they have been 
posted for years together and along 
with vested interests, callousness has 
also crept into their performance 

According to a report in the New 
York Post, the two terrorists wanted 
by the FBI for their involvement in 
the plot against Rajiv Gandhi (which 
was busted by the FBI), Lai Smgh 
and Ammand Singh, paid a little over 
US dollars 10,000 to the mercenary 
tramer, Frank Camper, to attend his 
“school” in Alabama In the course of 
the training they learnt to use a 
range of weapons—^from Israel made 
Madeuzi machine carbmes to AK 47 
nfles Besides, they were taught the 
use and manufacture of explosives 
While imparting commando trainmg 
to them Camper was aware that the 
two would use the knowledge ac- 
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KanWilai Crash: CotViews 


W hat Bad* Air tw&k’a 1S2 

eraah into tiba Adaatlc? The 
aanaaral baUsf la BoadHiy. among 
l^altoe and irfUciwa, jb that 

jonljr a bomb expiotiioa coi^d have 
wmtt the ahvraft diaintegrete in 
the air and diuppeer mnn tint 
radar wreen hi a matter of seconds. 
Deptity commissioner of police 
B JP. ]l^n, who has been trained in 
explosives, said that onless it was a 
b<mb explosiim the aircraft would 
not have disintegrated. An in^- 
ance: when Air India’s Ashoira 
crashed in 1978 due to technical 
problems, the fuselage was found in 
one piece: in the case of Kanishfcait 
was scattered over an area of about 
five sq km. According to Mr Bhan, 
at a height of 31,000 feet (the 
height at which the aircreft was 
travelling when the tragedy occur- 
red) the atmospheric pressure is 
very low and when cabin pressure 
is let off (as happeiM in case of an 
explosion), the bodies eimlode in- 
stantaneoudy. That u peihaps why 
the captain of flight 182 had no 
time to send out the May Dtw 
signals. Mr Kian felt that dw bmnb 
need not have been a vexy povrerful 
one as the internal mressure in the 
aircraft would have hMped it blow 
up. He said dbe pressure outside is 
always tugging at the pressure in¬ 
side and even if a ImUet is fired in 
the cabin, die hole could lend to 
dangerous consequences. 

But inspector R.V. KarsiBr, who 
is trained to handle and defuse 
bombs in the city, is not convmced 
dMt a bomb mqilosioa caused dm 
crash. Be said dwt dm fact diat the 
bodies of those seated ht the first 
dass section and dm codmit wme 
mere or less intact, provides room 


quired at his school to indulge in 
terrorism in India. Yet, such training 
was legally imparted within the bor¬ 
ders of the United States of America, 
a country which is extremely vocal in 
its protests against international ter¬ 
rorism. While the American public 
waited with bated breath for the 
release of the Trans World Airlines 
(TWA) aircraft which had been hi¬ 
jacked and the American administra¬ 
tion officially condemned interna¬ 
tional terrorism, “schools” such as 
the one run by Frank Camper thrived 
on the soil of the USA. 

The American administration has 
not acted against these “schools,” 


for doubt about a bomb omising the 
tragedy. Be explained that w^ a 
bomb explode* and rips an aircraft 
death is ghastly sinM tiie Mood 
vessels, lungs and other parts ol the 
body burst. Neither was there any 
possibility of bodies remaining 
mss affm^iad Just because the bomb 
may have ham placed in the hag¬ 
gle hold and not up front. 

Even If it was a hfmb, concedes 
Karekar, it would have to be of an 
intensity availabJe only witit pro¬ 
fession^. The detonator which 
would cause the acceleration, igni¬ 
tion and finally the explosion would 
have to be timed. The bomb would 
have to be a plastic one, the kind 
used by military establishments 
and other professional explosive 
agencira. The quantum of explo¬ 
sive, of course is not very inmortant 
since the air pressure inside tiie 
aircraft wmdd ensure that tite air¬ 
craft was biown to pieces. 

Capt P. Bcue, Air India's manag¬ 
ing director, said while there is “no 
concrete evidence” to say categor¬ 
ically that saboti^e was tiie ause 
of the cratii of Kuiishka, “circum¬ 
stantial evidence appears to lead to 
the sabotage liteoiry.” C«pt Bose 
said that the factors which led to 
this conclusion were: 
e The suddenness of the crash; the 
plane was fiying at 31,000 feet 
when it sudde^ went off tim radar 
screen- If it was any otbmr cause, 
the pilot would have had suffieiaat 
time to signal his distress. 

• The autopsy treporti of the bodies 
recovered shw thm tiie pessengers 
were exposed to decempressimlu AH 
symptoms were those of being ex¬ 
posed to hi^ altitude, 
e The wremmge of tiie ptane was 


• The 


tile phuie was 


smead ovpr five miles initially and 
this indicates it broke up hi the air. 
e Thmre is no doubt that at Narita 
airport, Tokyo, tiie bomb that ex- 
ptoded was in the lu||^e that 
came on a Caaiuhan aaln^ Irbat 
Vancottvex. Both the flights Came 
via Tortmto, Mictiting that there 
wes smae ierroHst activity in 
Tormtio. the ^ogerprints located 
on tiie luggage at Narita have been 
smd to be those of a known wetvt- 
1st. So if it was possible for the 
terrorists to have smuggled a bomb 
into e Canadian aiffiner at Toronto, 
the same could have happened in 
the case of the Air Indm Higbt. , 
However, Capt Bose maintaim-d, 
“‘there is no conclusive evidence 
only ovmwhebning circawstantim 
evidence. I have never hmurd, in my 
34 years of Hying, of « plane explod¬ 
ing in the MS- the Kaiushka had not 
even completed hati Us %hig life 
Enquiries witii several experi¬ 
enced people Ui Air India led to the 
same sMwtage theory as the most 
reasonable assumption for the 
cause of the crash. Said cme of 
them, “Every accidem hat to have 
some previous history. For inst- 
sace, the i9?8 Air Indie accident 
wot due to a defect in the altitude 
director iadiCatem (API). This API 
hidhmiiss whether the aircraft 
wings ere level. The API es an 
eqtmmieat had a history of totting 
stiuh. On this partienker fU^it the 
API had gm titiien the plane 
took off hem Bombiqr mid at low 
althttde tmriMd towards Pubai. As 
it vms vary duh the pilot could nos 
even «m dm borison and be kept 
turning further and furtiier left and 
ld»iq|ed Into the sea. 


but the FBI keeps a close watch on 
them, says the report in the New 
York Post. To the Americans, men 
like Frank Camper are heroes who 
are training guerillas to overthrow 
communist regimes. The communist 
bug continues to nibble at the Amer¬ 
ican mind and has blinded its vision. 
How obnoxious the activities of the 
Camper school are, can be Judged 
from the statement of Mrs Camper, 
who told newsmen that she would not 
be bothered if it were revealed that 
Kanishka was sabotaged by terrorists 
trained by Camper. “To be bothered 
would be like working at a driver 
education plane and then people go 
out and do hit and runs. You can't 


take responsibility,” Mrs Camper 
said. According to her the school was 
started by her husband “because we 
don't like communism.” 

So far the Camper school has held 
22 classes. Terrorist Lai Singh has 
been described by trainer Camper as 
being a "good student.” One wonders 
how the American law permits “good 
students” to indulge in activities 
which endanger human life. The 
Kanishka crash should take the 
blindfold off the American eyes. 
None of the 329 passengers killed on 
the morning of 23 June were com¬ 
munists. 
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A Fight for Life 

By Germaine Greer 



Germaine Greer, author, journalist, 
explorer and high priestess of women's 
lib, set out for Ethiopia with the 
impression that millions of hungiy 
Ethiopians w^ere being starved by the 
Marxist government to shift them from 
pro-West, anti-government stronghoJds 
to government appointed settlements. 
This has been the refrain of the western 
media on Ethiopia which is facing its 
worst famine following three years of 
drought. These reports conveyed the 
impression that even those who have 
survived the drought and/amine are 
facing certain death because of the 
Ethiopian government’s caJious rule. “I 
began with the usual prejudices,” 
confesses Ms Greer. But having spent a 
month in Ethiopia (press visas are 
usually limited to ten days) by, what she 
says, “a concerted effort, involving 
armtwisting and ruction-creation of 
various kinds,” and travelling to remote 
areas, she discovered that most of what 
she had read in the western press was 
untme. "I had some difficulty believing 
my own eyes until I began to grasp how 
misinformed the English are, routinely 
disinformed rather.” Instead of a vast 
graveyard that she was expecting 
Ethiopia to be, Ms Greer saw a people, 
though hungry and poor, fighting a 
remarkable battle to stay alive—and, 
more important, winning it despite all 
odds. Here is the first of her two reports 
for Sunday on a people's struggJefor 
survival. 


I A BHitber and her frail child wahrorreUcfbiEtUopta 
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T O get to Asosa, you climb out of the 
steamy cauldron through which the 
Dabus makes its way to join the Blue 
Nile up to 1500 feet or so, lowlands 
by Ethiopian computation. Silver-leafed 
ground cover plants glow against the blood 
red earth like aquamarines. In the groins of 
the rolling tablelands flow fast, full streams 
and the wild mango trees dotting the skyline 
show the water table to be high. In April, the 
mango fruits were beginning to ripen, hang¬ 
ing like polished lumps of soapstone, 
motionless at the ends of their s'trings, while 
a cool breeze was stirring the leaves. 

The first sign of the resettlement area was 
a vast ploughed expanse, intersected by 
bands of shiny elephant grass following the 
contours of the slopes, to prevent soil loss 
through water run-off. Gangs of men hacking 
out the scrub with hoes and machetes 
straightened up when our Landcruiser swept 
past at the head of its column of red dust and 
hooted a greeting. As we swung round a 
bend a band of Oromo girls from Welo 
appeared laughing and squealing, running 
alongside waving both hands in welcome. 
The shock of delight almost winded me. The 
last time I had .seen faces like those was in 
the famine relief shelter in Bati in the dark 
days of December. In Bati there was no shine 
to their skin, drawn tight and yellow over 
the bones of their skulls. I saw girls like 
these buried in mass graves painfully carved 
out of the stony hills and their mothers 
bereft of friend, confidante, helper, pride 
and joy, were catatonic with grief. In Bati 
there was heart-breaking dignity; in Asosa 
there was teenage high spirits and an irrep¬ 
ressible sense of adventure. 

Among the familiar brown faces, I saw 
some unfamiliar ones, blue-black with very 
pink-and-white smiles. Occasionally I glimp¬ 
sed tall, almost naked women standing by 
tukuls with raised grain bins and elegant 
screens, all plaited like wickerwork out of 
the long pliant canes that grow wild along 
the Dabus. These are the Jablawi, indige¬ 
nous inhabitants of this part of Welega, only 
SO kms from the Sudanese border. The 
Jablawi have been involved in the resettle¬ 
ment scheme from the beginning, usually 
through food-for-work programmes. As the 
clearing goes on for the new settlers who 
arrive in Asosa at the rate of about 25,000 a 
week, many of them unfit for work, the 
Jablawi are needed more than ever. The 
established settlers buy calves and chickens 
from them, and are experimenting with 
Jablawi construction techniques and mate¬ 
rials, while the Jablawi are being drawn into 
the settlers’ soccer matches and are 
ploughing their own land using conservation 
techniques they have learned from the set¬ 
tlements, instead of slashing and burning, 
exploiting the land intensively for a few 
years and moving on. When I asked what a 
small Tigrayan boy was doing with a Jablawi 
throwing stick. Comrade Kumilachew, 
secretary of the WPE (Resettlement), Asc>- 
sa branch, ex-schoolteacher, said with mock 
pomposity: “Cultural exchange.” 


SPECIAL REPORT 



Famine victims wait «tiitsidr a relief centre at Mekele in northern Ethiopia 


Doubtless there were Jablawi who re¬ 
sented the arrival of hundreds of thousands 
of ragged starvelings with their attendant 
diseases, but it was in the nature of the case 
that 1 did not see them, for there are still 
thousands of hectares of bush for them to 
vanish into. What is clear is that the Ethio¬ 
pian authorities proceed with unusual sensi¬ 
tivity, for the first step in opening up the 
new areas is to provide schools where the 
local children may be taught in their own 
language (the Ethiopian literacy campaign 
is conducted in 15 languages). In all the 
settlement areas that I visited I found evi¬ 
dence of mutually advantageous interaction 
between settlers and indigenous population. 
In the settlement areas around Gambela in 
Ilubabor, the guards are all Anuak, proud of 
their spotless militia uniforms and their 
cherished old rifles. Their job is to protect 
the settlers from attack, principally from 
wild animads, for lions can be heard at night 
and elephants have already trampled set¬ 
tlers’ huts. As experienced hunters the 
Anuak take to the job with a will. All their 
protective instincts are called forth by the 
settlers, who look even frailer and more 
vulnerable next to these astonishingly tall, 
broadshouldered and straight-backed peo¬ 
ple, who by teaching them to make fish traps 
and how to cook the fish that teem in the 
Baro system may one day find the settlers 
growing nearly as strong and tall as they. 
The Anuak are astonishingly clean; an 
Anuak woman will go naked rather than put 


In Bati there was 
heart-breaking 
dignity; in Asosa 
there was 
teenage high 
spirits and an 
irrepressible 
sense of 
adventure. 



SUNDAY 7—13 1965 






SPECIAL REPORT 



Resettlement is 
the most 
condemned of ail 
the policies of 
Ethiopia’s 
embattled 
administration, 
perhaps because 
most of its critics 
know nothing 
whatsoever 
about it. 


Until now one of the most typical and astonishing sights in 
Ethiopia is a team of 50 or so oxen, moving in synchrony 
across the slopes, ploughing fields of five or six acres 


on a soiled dress They are the best custom 
ers for the tubewells that have been sunk m 
every village in the Gambela settlements, 
and Anuak compounds, graceful rings of 
tukuls around communal piazzas, can be 
found in the midst of settlement villages 

G ambela and Asosa are massive govern 
ment projects In other areas, peasants’ 
associations have run their own resettle 
ment projects In Horo Gudro, the peasants’ 
associations have absorbed 8402 families, 
28,890 people in all. for whom they have 
built tukuls, and to whom they have given 
800 oxen In this case, the Relief and Rehabi 
litation Commission (RRC) has not even 
been asked to supply tlje food rations neces 
sary until the farmers can harvest from their 
new land, the locals are supplying it them 
selves The peasants' associations are chang 
ing the face of Ethiopia After the sweeping 
land reforms which were among the first 
enactments of the revolutionary govern 
ment, land use tended to fragment even 
further as each farmer was given parcels of 
all the kinds of land to be found in each 
association’s 800 hectares The impossibility 
of developing rational patterns of land use 


and conservation under such a system soon 
became obvious By “agitation” (the Ethio 
pian wav of describing motivation and mobi 
lisation^ by cadres and agiiculiural exten 
Sion workers the idea of cooperative farm 
ing took hold, until now one of the most 
typical and astonishing sights in Ethiopia is 
a team of 50 or so oxen moving in synchrony 
acioss the slopes, ploughing fields ot five or 
SIX acres The results in terms of the Lthio 
pian landscape are spectacular A Woild 
Bank official told me that he expects 
Ethiopia to solve its food problem in ten 
years, and has recommended that a WoiId 
Bank scheme of tolling tiedit foi the puich 
ase ot oxen be moie than doubled Tht 
Swedish International Uevelopmt nt \mluii 
ity, after an assessment toui in \piil has 
increased its commitment fiom 10 to 24 
million dollars Less inipaiti.il obeivris 
conceined rathei to embarta.'- the tiiinini>- 
tration than encouiage the people ot 
Ethiopia prelei to continue invesnin in i 
sive sums in showv pioiects m eouiiri ics like 
Brazil, where the sm ill tarmeis ait so ilii i 
ated from development that thiee inillu 
peasants have died ot statvat on m the last 
five years 



\ krnvan do> lor examinrs a starving babv at the famine relief centre at 4lamula. ntirlh ot Addis Ababa 
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Resettlement is the most condemned of all 
the policies of Ethiopia’s embattled adminis¬ 
tration, perhaps because most of its critics 
know nothing whatsoever about it. Resettle¬ 
ment is generally taken to be a draconian 
measure to reduce population pressure in 
drought-affected areas, to populate border 
areas in the interests of national security 
and to undermine the power base of the 
rebel movements in the north. Clearly all 
these considerations have some weight with 
the PMAC, but neither in terms of historical 
fact, nor in the priorities of the RRC officials 
and party workers involved in the day-to-day 
administration of the schemes, do they have 
any relevance. Ever since the disastrous 
famine of 1973-’74, and the localised famines 
that followed and continue to follow, reset¬ 
tlement has been carefully considered as 
one of the options in a strategy to abolish 
famine in Ethiopia. Only about a quarter of 
the good arable land available is actually 
cultivated. As the Ethiopian Mapping Insti¬ 
tute continued its work of survey after the 
revolution, suitable areas for resettlement 
were identified and study teams sent out to 
assess their potential. 

The first settlers arrived in the pilot 
project in Asosa in 1977; they were 144 
“family heads,” that is, unaccompanied 
males. We can probably safely assume that 
they were used as work gangs in conditions 
that we might consider fairly anti social, 
although not more so than those commonly 
endured by seasonal workers such as cane- 
cutters and shearers, or for that matter 
coffee pickers. Farmers living in areas of 
recurrent drought were used to walking 
from the northern highlands to Kefa to make 
enough cash by coffee picking to return and 
keep their families at subsistence level until 
they could expect a harvest. 

As desertification in the north increased, 
the number of workers arriving in coffee¬ 
growing areas began to exceed the demand, 
at the same time as the coffee export price 
was falling. The Asosa option was by no 
means a soft one, but the men who arrived in 
1977 probably chose it. The next year, 5,844 
male family heads arrived, along with 300 
women, also described as family heads. At 
this stage, the project directors were clearly 
making problems for themselves, in trying to 
run the project like a barrack. The Ethio¬ 
pian peasant household is a unit; without the 
labour of women in fetching water and fuel 
and the lengthy preparation of food, let 
alone in growing vegetables and raising 
chickens and marketing, a peasant’s life is 
comfortless. The early settlers were restless 
and their commitment to the success of ihe 
project began to flag. The women and chil¬ 
dren left at home often refused to make the 
journey to join them. Some of the settlers 
began to walk away, and, contrary to popu¬ 
lar prejudice, there was nothing the author¬ 
ities could do to stop them. Of the 180D 
Tigrayans settled at Anger Guten in 1979, 
more than 1300 walked back to Tigray 
, where, seeing as they came from land consi 
’ dered exhausted in 1979 they have probably 
perished. 
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Retativrs wa«h Ihe body of a dead infanl prior lo burial in a refugee ramp 


I n 1979, the Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission announced a massive scheme 
for the development of 84 resettlement 
units. The areas had been selected for 
topography and soil type as suitable for 
cultivation, as well as for potable water 
supply, disease control and access. Each unit 
was to comprise a cluster of villages of 500 
families each, together with a farmed area of 
up to two hectares per household For a 
country as poor as Ethiopia the scheme was 
staggeringly costly but it went ahead, sur¬ 
veying, road-making, clearing, ploughing un¬ 
til it has now cost 87 million Birr, a formid¬ 
able investment for a country at war. The 
settlers’ houses are built for them, out of 
materials locally available, by students, par¬ 
ty workers and local residents, most of them 
working overtime without pay. The houses 
are what most of Ethiopia’s population lives 
in, tukuls constructed on poles driven into 
the ground, with earthen floors where the 
cooking fire stays in day and night. The 
smoke curls the thatch of the roof on its way 
out; ventUation is drawn through the straw 
or bamboo or mud and plaster %valls. In 
Asosa they had incorporated some modest 
improvements, hanging shelves to keep 
clothes and food off the floor, and a raised 
platform for sleeping, but otherwise the 
tukuls were like most of the tuJculs in 
Ethiopia, without furniture, without means 


Every single 
thing foreign aid 
brings to 
Ethiopia is 
exploited to the 
maximum, 
nothing whatever 
is wasted. 

Non- 

biodegradable 
plastics are not a 
curse here but a 
treasure. 



27 





r SIM Cl MRt PORI 



\ (hild holdme a put sits with others in one of the relief lentres in t thiopia 


ot lighting without privacy Iht most tin 
sured of the settlers belongings an in 
the test of Ethiopia tht jiDow plastic butte i 
oil bottles which caietullv ihicaded on 
sticks die earned to the stre im lor witci 
1 ach day and the sov bean oii tins niaikcd 
gift ot tht citizens ol the United St lies 
that art used to hold buttei oil bought in the 
local market and the Canadi wheal bags 
that hold anything but C anadian wht at 1 he 
RRC sells rebel (ood contairii rs on the open 
market the butter oil bottles letch four Bin 
each the sacks and tin' two Tht sacks aie 
split to make cairitr bags or slutted with 
siiawtoi palliasses I ve ry single thing toie 
ign aid brings to Ithiopia is txploiiid to the 
maximum nothing whaievt i is wasted Non 
biodcgi ad iblt plastiis art not a cuist he it 
but a trcasuic 1 he poverty ot the RRC 
causes serious piobleins but it also coiisti 
tutes a piotcction foi the stttltis cannot be 
set n to be lavouied above the indigenous 
population than which none in the woild is 
pooiei As It is settleis and locals stiugglc 
togethei foi me I eased economic opportun 
itv and their ciicuinstances impiove 
mutually if very giadually as they sell and 
baiter goods and seivicts between them 
selves I ach lukiil is set in 1000 sej mm ol 
pt ivatc plot and the pioduet ol that 
whetliti eggs pepper char cotfee bananas 
beans lentils toinaroc s oi potatoes is the 
peasants to do with as they please 

In the third year, neailv half the new 


in almost every 
aspect of the 
resettlement 
project, the 
problems were 
the same. A 
massive 
Investment of 
work and energy 
from RRC 
workers and 
settlers alike 
was being 
nullified by lack 
of resources 



arrivals at Asosa were wives and children 
By 1980, wives and children outnumbered 
arriving family heads In the last eight 
months, when something of the order of 
200,000 settlers have arrived m Asosa, two 
thirds of the total are accompanying family 
members In fact, most complete families 
have more than thiee members, the figure 
still contains a proportion of men without 
women and children, especially among Tig 
rayans There are now 17 settlement units in 
various stages of development, covering a 
total area of 20 000 hectares, including farm 
land, villages and parkland for grazing, in an 
area stretching from 14 kms east of Asosa 
town to 22 kms west Altogether more than 
62,000 households had been resettled in 
Welegd province by mid April, about two 
thirds of them from Welo a thud from 
Tigray and ISOO oi so from Erittea In all 
resectlement areas in Welega, Gojjam and 
Ilubaboi resettlement should continue at 
the rate of about 100 000 people a month, a 
total of a million and a halt bv the end of the 
year The sudden acceleiation in the pace of 
the actual movement of ptoplt might give 
the impression that the whole scheme is a 
hastv imptovisation, when it is actually the 
climax of veais of planning and pieparatiori 
Ihis IS not to say that the absorption of new 
arrivals docs not present problems The 
poverty ot tht RRC the social and financial 
burden of cominandeeiing half the country’s 
bus services to feirv settle*rs tht shoitage of 
vehicles for the transportation of the food 
supplies needed by the new settlers land in 
tael tor almost all the settlers), the diversion 
ot hundieds of ti actor operators fiom state 
farms and other enterprises to plough the 
f irmlands in the settlement areas and tiain 
pe asants to tarry on the shortage of bulldoz 
eis and other heavj machinery the small 
numhci ol drilling iigs for tubewells all 
these factors have thrown the settlers and 
the workeis, some of whom are volunteers 
gi itiiig experience before going to universi 
tv back on their own devices 

T he mt thuds and aims which KKC offi 
cials and parts workers involved in reset 
tlemcnt practise and piotc ss have doubtless 
been influenced by the Bale experience In 
1980 sevcie social disi option was caused in 
the province by the flight of peasants from 
wat and famine in the southern area along 
the border with Somalia In this case, UN 
ICT1 was actively involved in the design and 
administiation of a scheme of ordeily reset 
tlement This massive operation has been 
accounted a comiilete success The new 
settlers in the north ot Bale aie now const 
dered self sufficient, although the mecha 
nisatiun ot their agriculture is causing prob 
lems UNKEI- still gives “aid to settlers’ 
although pi evented from giving support to 
II settlement schemes as such, principally 
because it the settlements are to be run as 
state farms they must be considered to be 
essentially pi of it making bodies and hence 
ineligible tor UNICEF assistance Oxfam is 
also involved in special projects involving 
settlers The general feeling among those 
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Less impartial observers, concerned rather to embarrass the administration 
than encourage the people of Ethiopia, prefer to continue investing massive 
sums in showy projects in countries like Brazil, where the small farmers are so 
alienated from development that three million peasants have died of stun ation 
in the last five years. 


few NGOs with any first hand knowledge of 
Ethiopian resettlement is that the denial of 
development funding to tilt Fthiopian gov 
ernment, in particular the denial of support 
for resettlement as a bona fide attempt to 
restore the peasantry to dignity and self 
jufficiency, is niahtious and destructive For 
some months delegates of the League of Red 
Cross Societies have been making repre 
seniations in Geneva for permission to give 
moie active help to drought victims who 
have chosen the resettlement option so far 
without success 

The Ethiopian government is to some 
extent responsible for the degree of animos 
ity aioused by the mete mention of lesettle 
ment Intensely aware of the havoi wrought 
by malicious press icporting, as in the fan 
tastic tale of teff sales to the Soviet Union 
for vodka production and the mileage got 
out of the coincidence that a shipment of 
liquor for the duty fiee stoies ailived at the 
same time as the first large shipments of 
relief gram, the WPF Central Comm" t tee 
decided to protect its investment in lesettle 
ment bs keeping it away fiom foreign media 
This should have been moie difficult than it 
was, but journalists preferied to entertain 
lurid hypotheses rather than to pressure the 
authorities to open up t specially once the 
suspicion gained ground that spectacular 
scenes of peasant bashing weit not to be 
expected The first settlers I encountered 
could have been watched by any lournalist 
who was interested for they tiacelled 
through Addis Ababa in a conspicuous con 
voy of 123 buses precedesd and followc d by 
motorcycle police on showy BMWs with blue 
lights flashing and sirens blaring On almost 
any day in Addis you will find special tiaffic 
police waiting to hold up cross town traffic 
to let the settler convoys pass 

For the exorbitant and illegal price of two 
Birr (a dollar by the official late of ex 
change) a blue and white taxi took me to 
Alem Gena, where I watched for two hours 
as the 8000 people in the 123 buses on i heir 
way from Kembata in Woleita to Meteksl in 
Gojjam were given fresh bread for their 
lunch, and their water supplies replenished 
A doctor was on hand to give emergency aid, 
until they should arrive in their overnight 
shelter at Debre Marcos While I was inter 
viewing the drivers, most of whom had been 
driving settlers solidly for the last thiee 
months, an old cowherd came quietly up and 
stood sniffing the scent of the new baked 
bread He asked if he might help distribute 
It in return for a loaf for himself Gravely, 
the drivers’ assistants listened to his re 
quest, they could have worked faster with 
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Journalists 
preferred to 
entertain lurid 
hysiotheses 
rather than to 
pressure the 
authorities to 
: open up, 
especially once 
the suspicion 
gained ground 
that spectacular 
scenes of 
peasant bashing 
were not to be 
expected 


out him, but they let him take the corner of a 
sack of loaves and run with them down the 
interminable line of buses. Twice he da.shed 
up and down with them, skinny legs pump¬ 
ing, rags flapping. Then with dignity he 
accepted two loaves and walked back up the 
hill to earn 1iis nickel a day pei bea.st for 
minding other people’s cows. 

T he convoy was one of the most stirring 
sights 1 have ever seen. When I tried to 
describe it to a TV journalist he interrupted: 
“Did you see the Kalashnikovs?” One of the 
leasons 1 went to Alem Gena was to see if 
settlers were prevented from leaving the 
buses and if there was any attempt to 
terrorise or coerce them. 

Watching teenage girls in Red Cross 
aprons trying to distribute water in half-a- 
dozen plastic beakers to 8000 people had 
givt'n me rather more to think about. The 
oniy Kalashnikov I saw was being held 
np.sidc down on its webbing strap ^y a 
policeman on the grass verge. 1 said so, and 
the TV journalist shook his head, pitying my 


girlish naivety. “They use the smaU Kalash¬ 
nikov,” he said. He thrust a hand into the 
back of his designer jeans: “They stick them 
down here.” The hypothesis was ridiculous. I 
had seen dozens of settlers desirous of 
relieving themselves squatting out of sight 
of the buses. If they chose to walk away 
there was little any gun could do to stop 
them. Crowds are not controlled by hidden 
guns. One shot after a fleeing settler and 123 
buses would empty faster than any number, 
of guns could cover them. The only people 
who could have carried Kalashnikovs large 
or small, would have been the drivers’ 
assistants, whose job is to check oil and 
water and air pressure, change tyres, dig 
buses out of rockfalls, mudslides and ditches 
and relay settlers’ requests to the drivers. I 
pointed out that there is little point in 
cluttering up the back of your underpants 
with a small Kalashnikov if you are wearing 
a boiler-suit, but the point was not taken. 

The question of “voluntariness” in reset¬ 
tlement is complicated. Drought victims in¬ 
spire a good deal of possessiveness on the 
part of those who care for them, who are 
slow to realise how irksome and even un¬ 
bearable they may find such care In one day 
at Asaita, the shelter authorities watched a 
quarter of the Afars being tended there 
uproot their families and make for the ^ 
upland grazing, because it had rained in the 
hills. Many of the weakest family members 
must have died, but there was little the 
shelter administration could do to stop 
them, for Ethiopian famine shelters have no 
perimeter fences and no army of guards to 
stop people coming and going, unlike, say, 
Briti.sh holding centres tor V’ieinamese re¬ 
fugees in Hong Kong. The decision to move 
is usually taken by the “family head,” most 
often a man and the strongest surviving 
member of the group. The decision is almost 
never unanimous. Throughout the journey 
the family mulls over the decision with 
tears, pleas to reconsider, dark prognostica¬ 
tions of disaster and a general distrust of the 
outsiders who have come up with the sugges¬ 
tion of orderly resettlement. If the travellers 
on the 123 buses had been euphoric, I should 
have suspected that resettlement had been 
presented to them as a cushy option, or that 
Eritrean claims that each family is promised 
an ox were true. Certainly the settlers are 
told that the land they are going to is fertile, 
but so it is. As I clambered into the buses, 
trying not to trample the skinny limbs of 
people who, having never sat on chairs in 
their lives, could not stay put on the slippery 
bus seats and gravitated naturally to 
floor, I longed to reassure them and 
some easing of the tension in their faces. The 
RRC official in charge of the stopover simp¬ 
ly said; “They are leaving their homeland,” 
and made no attempt to jolly them up or 
patronise them. 

T he Relief and Rehabilitation Commission 
must itself take some responsibility for 
the persistence of wilful disinformation ab¬ 
out resettlement. Despite a showy three- 
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The Relief and Rehabilitation Commission must itself take 
some responsibility for the persistence of wilful 
disinformation about resettlement. 


piece pin stripe exterior the RRC “public 
relations" department is lazy, incompetent 
and disorganised After a week of waiting 
for my itinerary and navel permits to be 
organised, dunng which I haunted the RRC 
PRO’S office, when I finally got to Asosa, my 
arrnal was totally unexpected The project 
director wa* “in the field” and his subordin 
ates, who had never seer a journalist at 
Asosa before, wei e not at all sure that they 
should otter me accommodation The protect 
director run ragged coping with the arrival 
of 2S,000 settleis a week, some of them in 
pretty wobblv condition, would have been 
perfectly justified in refusing to put himself 
at the dirpo.al ot an unannounced visitor, 
my joiiriitv ot 700 kms over unmade roads 
could wt II have been m vain I was eventual 
ly give n a bed in the RRC guesthouse where 
there was nt ithc i water noi light The key to 
the toiU t bl It k t ould not be found Even in 
the town we could not find anything to eat 
Ai dawn next morning 1 was awoken by a 
terrifu ilangoui which turned out to be 
made by a I lock of red eyed pigeons dancing 
on the 1 in roof of the guesthouse I watched 
as the RRC w oi k« rs t merged from the army 
tini (hey die housed in and wandered off 
into tne elephant glass with their toilet 
papei riitn they washed their faces and 
ck aned their teeth using a scant jam tin of 
water, respectfully averting their eyes from 
tht solitaiy foreign female coated with red 
dust sitting on the guesthouse steps watch 
ing them Later, someone came shyly to ask 
if I would like to share then breakfast of 
black tea and an army biscuit By seven 
o’clock they had all gone off on truck beds 
and tractors to woik Clearly Asosa was far 
from being a soft option for them either, but 
they went to their work with a will 
Comrade Tesfaye, project director, was 
happy to huve me see anything I cared to, 
but as my presence was still unofficial, we 
had to consult the local branch of the 
Workeis’ Party of Ethiopia, Resettlement 
Sectflin We found it in a thatched hut 
Comrade Kumilachew rose from his desk of 
(ones laid across poles driven into the earth 
and put himself at my service Then they 
both tinned to me and asked “What would 
you like to see’” The itinerary we followed 
was completely spontaneous, for it con listed 
of me uttering whatever came into my head, 
and the driver turning the wheel and plung 
ing down yet another farmtrack, past chur 
ches, mosques and clinics—all tukuls— 
nursery beds, vegetable gardens, model 
tukuls, iiverside laundries, the forge, the 
charcoal burning class, the pottery school, 
the football pitch, the tailoring school At 
the horticulture project we surprised a 
young Tigrayan taking a bath in the Rule 
dam As his loincloth was drying on a bush 
twenty yarda away, he had to crouch in the 
knee deep water until I had finished inspect 


mg carrots and silver beet, onions and 
cabbages 

Nobody had the faintest idea that I was 
there to be impressed They all assumed that 
1 had come to help, and poured out all their 
grievances, which had nothing to do with 
their own discomforts, and all to do with the 
job they had come so far to do The nurse 
practitioner m his tukul clinic gave me a list 
of the medications he was lacking His worst 
problem was that acute cases had to be 
carried on litters to the Russian “mobile” 
hospital which was firmly anchored in tents 
in Asosa township The Russian hospital was 
the one thing 1 was not allowed to see, on the 
grounds of “communicable disease” the Rus 
sians said Certainly I saw far too many 
litters converging on Asosa town, the new 
arrivals had clearly brought diarrhoeal dis 
ease with them I thought rather angrily ot 
all the four wheel drive vehicles parked 
outside the Addis Ababa Hilton, as we 
passed the sweating litter bearers trotting 
along the farmtracks, 15 kms or so from the 
town 

A sosa resettlement project already pro 
duces 3,000 kilos of honey a year by 
modern, rational methods The hives 
painted cadmium yellow stamd in gardens 



The Anuak are 
astonishingly 
clean; an Anuak 
woman will go 
naked rather 
than put on a 
soiled dress. 
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Youngsters walk past the bodv of a victim of hunger at Korem in Ethiopia 
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It seemed to me 
monstrous, that 
when they 
(Ethiopian 
settlers) 

maintain so high 
a respect for the 
English-speaking 
culture, it 
expresses 
nothing but 
contempt for 
them, giving 
only emergency 
aid when the 
damage is done. 


full of Evening Primrose and a furry variety 
of Catmint. The bee-keepers, nearly all 
trained settlers, asked me for seeds of new 
plants to try, and took me to see their Black 
Medu'k, which was not doing so well. There 
was nothing for it but to discuss the possibil¬ 
ity that they were giving it too much water, 
and at the wrong time of day, embarrassed 
as I might feel at being taken for something 
more immediately useful than a mere jour¬ 
nalist. On the edge of the irrigation channel 
1 found a sinister yellow plant 1 know only 
too well. “What is it?” they asked anxiously. 
“It ruined our noog crop.” Noog (Guizottia 
abyssinica if you’re interested) is one of the 
typical aromas in Ethiopian cooking; the 
failure of this crop is rather crucial for 
morale. The weed Was Dodder {Cuscuta 
europaea). 1 told them the botanical name so 
that they could ask the international agen¬ 
cies for help, but I thought that any British 
gardener who could see how hard and how 
earnestly both the settlers and the RRC 
workers were trying, would have done what¬ 
ever he could to have shortened the odds 
against them. 
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Hungry children outside one of the famine relief centres In Ethiopia 




The Ethiopians’ 
loyalty to 
"English” values 
is the more 
striking because 
it has nothing to 
do with cupboard 
love, for we have 
denied them 
even the 
pittance of 
development 
funding which 
we gave in the 
past. 


To the administrators in Addis the notion 
of opening up “virgin” land is intensely 
romantic; in fact virgin land produces pla¬ 
gues unheard of in areas of settled cultiva¬ 
tion I noticed that the legs of the beehives 
were stood in potsherd.s full of ash. “Ter¬ 
mites,” said the forestry officer, a waif who 
looked as if he could do with some sup¬ 
plementary feeding himself. The avenues of 
shade trees and clumps of windbreak he had 
planted were pitted by gaps, termites again. 
The settlers’ tukuls, the store houses, .^0 per 
cent of the crops after harvest and even 
wooden bridges across streams are all being 
eaten by termites. In January 1984, the FAO 
conducted a survey and trained RRC offic¬ 
ers to apply Aldrin in solution to the termite 
mounds without endangering either the set¬ 
tlers or their bees or themselves. In Decem¬ 
ber, Michael Miller, seconded from Oxfam to 
work as special projects director for the 
RRC wrote to Shell in Amsterdam to order 
.SOO.OOO dollars worth of Aldrin, and has 
never been answered. Without hard curren¬ 


cy there is probably no deal, and the little 
forestry officer will have to look on as the 
settlers’ houses continue to collapse within a 
year. He asked me if 1 could find seeds of 
more termite resistant species besides the 
Grevillea robusta that he was planting 
everywhere, and 1 made another note. In 
fact the entire region selected for develop¬ 
ment from Asosa down to Jinka in Gamu 
Gofa is infested with termites. There are 
those who say with a sniff: “Well, there you 
are. They shouldn’t be resettling those areas 
then,” as if the world should be left to the 
thousand million ants that dwell in it, an 
argument unlikely to find favour with an 
Australian. Yet when I suggested that there 
was a case for direct technical cooperation 
with the Australian Forestry Commission, 
especially in the supply of termite resistant 
species, an Australian official in Addis 
laughed at me. 

I n almost every aspect ot the lesettlemeiu 
project, the problems were the same. A 
massive investment of work and ener^iy from 
RRC workers and settlers alike was being 
nullified by lack of resources. Men and 
women were being trained in tailoring shops 
on machines supplied by I'NIC'F.F but the 
total cloth allowance toi the 62,000 families 
resettled in W’elega is less than a metre pei 
family The tailoring remains an academic 
exercise Abesha I'erede, women’s affairs 
officer of Asosa, explained' “Dress is not a 
priority.” It was more lemarkablc that sot 
tiers who alter months ot gruelling work 
were still wearing the tags thev had arrived 
in were still optimistic and cheerful Theie 
were babies everywhere. The women peep 
ing from the doorwavs smiled when 1 did 
Every small plot was tilled and planted The 
adult education classes vveie full, even 
though the teachers were settlers them¬ 
selves, unskilled in pedagogic arts, equipped 
with nothing but blackboard, chalk and a 
few tattered text-books 

If you ask party workers and RRC officers 
what their primary objective is. they invari¬ 
ably reply: “to save life." Their principal 
responsibility is to keep the settlers fed and 
healthy. Food supplies are erratic, because 
resettlement must compete tor the few vehi¬ 
cles that the RRC has at its own disposal 
Vehicles donated by foreign aid organisa¬ 
tions for famine relief may not be used to 
victual famine victims who have chosen 
resettlement. Nevertheless, a recent survey 
by the League of Red Cross Societies found 
that children in resettlement villages had a 
better weight-for-length ratio than children 
in control villages nearby, although the RRC 
has been able to distribute only wheat grain 
as food rations. The ration is more than a 
child can eat, but parents are not preventing 
from bartering the surplus for other necessi¬ 
ties if and when they are available on the 
open market. Disease control is more of a 
problem, especially in Asosa, where the 
settlers must use surface water for drinking 
and cooking. The fact that all water must be 
fetched and carried uphill to the houses 
limits the amount of washing the people are 
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It was more remarkable that settlers who after months of 
gruelling work were still working the rags they had arrived in 
were still optimistic and cheeiful. 


disposed to do, and flies cluster on dirty 
clothes and skin. The RRC does not have 
enough drill rigs to sink tubewells in each 
settlement, let alone each village. Storage 
tanks, such as the one being built by Oxfam 
at Dese transit shelter, are beyond the 
RRC’s means. The consequences of lack of 
clean water supply are no worse for the 
settlers than they are for the majority of 
Ethiopians, but the settlers arrive in a 
particularly vulnerable condition. 

The next priority in resettlement projects 
is the achievement of self-sufficiency, so 
that the impossibly expensive food lift from 
RRC warehouses can cease. This aim is still 
out of sight. Crops at Asosa must be weeded 
every 15 days. To each has come its own 
plague: the teff, the most important cash 
crop, IS massacred by cut-worm. The sor¬ 
ghum is beset by rust, the wheat by mildew, 
and termites eat what little is harvested 
when it IS in store. On the one hand, new 
varieties suitable for cultivation in relative¬ 
ly humid lowland, faster growing and able to 
defend themselves against opportunist 
weeds must be developed and on the other, 
the officers alreadv trained in pest control 
need the equipment and the pesticide to do 
It. Some of the current research in biological 
methods of termite contiol could be carried 
out in resettlement areas in Ethiopia. 

A third priority is con.servation This year 
the Asosa forestry officer will plant more 
than two million seedlings. Project workers 
constantly stress the need for economy in 
the use of firewood, but when the fire is the 
only source of light in the ruAul in the 
evenings, there is no realistic possibility that 
the people will take to the use of the closed 
fuel-conserving stoves thev have been 
taught to make out of local clay. The depre | 
dations of the tei mites in the tree planta¬ 
tions are therefore doubly disastrous. 

Every farmer has been taught to use 
conservation methods, leaving uncultivated 
strips across the slopes to minimise run-off 
in the ploughed fields, ditching and draining 
in the pasture lands. Goats are completely 
banned, and the ban is reinforced by the 
peasants’ committees. Hunting is illegal for 
most Ethiopians; the peasants in Asosa use 
their guns for crop protection. 

B efore 1 left Asosa, I made a courtesy visit 
to take my leave of the local WPE 
branch. The ideological officer and ihe 
women’s affairs officer listened impassively 
as my minder from RRC public relatKms 
orated in Amharic for twenty minutes, then 
turned to me and asked in perfect English, 
what I thought of their resettlement effort. 1 
was about to make a formal answer, when 1 
realised that they really cared. For some 
reason their earnestness threw me, and 1 
began to stammer all the wrong kinds of 
words, problems, difficulties, vioverty, tnsur- 
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mountable odds...It sounded as if, after all I 
had seen, I was going to follow the line of 
those who sat back in thetr leather 
armchairs at the Addis Ababa Hilton and 
said: “It will never work”—those who will 
make the prophecy fulfil itself by starving 
resettlement of cheap and effective assist¬ 
ance. So 1 changed my tack and said: “I can’t 
believe that if people in the rich countries 
had seen what 1 have seen they wouldn’t 
rush to help you. You have done so much 
with so little. Everybody is working so hard, 
so far from home, in conditions of such 
privation and with so little hope of reward,” 
I thought of all the RRC officers standing 
about me while I quizzed them about all 
their failures, spelt out for anyone to see on 
the wall chart in the operations loom, all of 
them struggling to converse with me in 
English, the language that thev learned 
their conservation theory in, iiom text books 
written by Englishmen lectuiing at Addis 
Ababa University. It seemed to me mon 
strous, that when they maintain so high a 
respect for the English speaking cultuie, it 
expre.sses nothing but contempt foi them, 
giving only emergency aid when the damage 
is done, and then pouncing on the slightest 
indication that any tot or tittle of it has been 
abused erecting whole scenarios ot perl id> 
on a handful of misread signs 

The Ethiopians’ lovaliy to “English” 
values is the more striking because it has 
nothing to do with ciipboatd love, for we 
have denied them even .he pittance oi 
development funding which we gave in the 
past. In Aso.sa, cadres, patty officials and 
RRC workers listened to the BBC World 
Service when they could, though they often 
heard statements about Ethiopia which thev 
I knew to be false. They believed, as 1 believe, 
that all that was needed to lepair the 
relationship between oui two tultuies was 
more information. Without exception, the 
Ethiopians involved in settlement trusted 
me and told me more than 1 could safely use 
without creating difficulties fot them, espe-- 
cially where the Russians were conreined 
As the landcruiset turned to leave, the 
women’s affairs officer came shyly out to ask 
if I could perhaps send some English books 
“There’s not much to do m the evenings," 
she said, twisting hot wedding iing. She 
didn’t need to explain that hei husband ol a 
few months was working in anothei pioject 
in another remote part of Etiiiopia. 1 won 
dered if the attitude of the British govern¬ 
ment would change if the post offices filled 
up with books, packets of seeds, bolts of 
cloth, do-it-yourself tubewell construction 
kits, bee-keeping manuals, tins of Aldrin, 
cups, plates, bottles, knives—all the things 
the settlers need, addressed to RRC Asnsae. 
Welega, Ethiopia. And I realist'd whv I had 
found it so difficult to speak when they 
asked me. I was ashamed. 



The Russian 
I hospital was one 
! thing I was not 
! allowed to see, 

; on the grounds of 
“communicable 
{ disease” the 
I Russians said. 

Certainly I saw 
I far too many 
I litters 
converging on 
I Asosa town; the 
new arrivals had 
clearly brought 
diarrhoeal 
, disease with 
: them. I thought 
I rather angrily of 
all the four 
wheel drive 
vehicles parked 
i outside the Addis 
I Ababa Hilton, as 
we passed the 
sweating litter 
, bearers trotting 
along the farm 
I tracks, 15 kms or 
so from the 
I town. 
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Slow Poisoning 


Multinational companies have turned India into a dumping ground /or their 
rejected toxic pesticides while the government turns a blind eye 


T his is not the first time that a 
danger signal has been flashed. 
Nor is it going to be the last, con¬ 
sidering the Indian government’s 
track-record on such matters. It 
sleeps over warnings. When re¬ 
minded repeatedly, it drags its feet. 
More often than not it treats them 
with callous disregard, giving in to 
the charming persuasions of multina¬ 
tional companies (MNCs) and the 
Indian units which have held hands 
with the MNCs in deriving profits 
and spreading ruination. It took a 
horrendous tragedy at Bhopal to real¬ 
ise the havoc that chemicals could 
wreak. The difficulty with the indis¬ 
criminate use of pesticides is that 
there might never be any indication 
of the damage that it can cause and 
yet the devastation could be more 
severe than even the Bhopal disaster. 
Toxic pesticides are quietly slow 
poisoning entire populations in the 
country. And the government, rather 
than banning or restricting their use, 
is widening their scope and reach. 

According to a study of the Nation¬ 
al Institute of Science, Technology 
and Development Studies (NTS- 
TADS), nearly 40,000 tonnes of pesti¬ 
cides whose use is either banned or 
highly restricted in the developed 
world, are being used with gay aban¬ 
don everywhere in India. These 
j could cause kidney failures, nervous 
' breakdowns and even cancer. A few 
have been banned but they are out¬ 
numbered by those in use. India does 
not even have the kind of medical 
system which could detect the roots 
of fatal diseases to the flagrant use of 


pesticides and other chemicals. 
While the developed countries are 
limiting the use of these chemicals 
and evolving alternative means of 
crop-preservation, India leads the 
third, world in being a dumping 
ground for the same pesticides. 

NIST ADS has drawn up a list of ten 
pesticides on which tests have been 
conducted and found to be hazardous 
to human health, and which the de¬ 
veloped world has rejected. Other 
independent sources feel that with 
the liberalisation of imports in the 
export-import policy of the govern 
ment announced in April this year, 
several other, more lethal pesticides 
will make their way in to the Indian 
environment. But the pesticides 
being imported, produced and used 
in India at present form a formidable 
array of killers. 

• DDT—A chlorinated hydrocarbon, 
the use of which is frighteningly 
common in India. The installed 
capacity for indigenous production 
of DDT IS 9,144 tonnes per annum. In 
addition, nearly 2,000 tonnes of the 
white powder is imported every year* 
It enters the human body through 
food intake and deposits itself in the 
intestinal tracts. Small amounts of 
DDT deposits can cause damage of 
the liver, and can hamper the func¬ 
tioning of enzymes in the heart mus¬ 
cles. In some cases, it could prompt 
cancer. 

• Chlordance—Another chlorinated 
hydrocarbon, this is much more vola¬ 
tile than DDT. Its inhalation could 
cause poisoning. Even otherwise, it 
can penetrate the human skin and 


accumulate in the body Frequent 
exposure to it can cause cancer. 

• Heptachlor—It has a high capacity 
for storing itself in the human body 
where it decomposes into Heptachlor 
epoxide, said to be four times as 
dangerous as Heptachlor. It can 
cause fatal liver diseases. 

• Dieldrin—If swallowed, it is about 
five times as toxii as DDT and when 
absorbed through the skin it can be 
40 times as dangerous It affects the 
nervous system and coniinu >us expo¬ 
sure to It can cause cancel—an “ex¬ 
tremely hazardous” chemical accord¬ 
ing to experts. 

• Aldriii--A cousin of Dieldrin, it 
actually degenerates into Dieldrin in 
the human body affecting the livci j 
and kidneys This loo leads to steril- ' 
itv and lancet. It has been labelled 
“highly hazardous” by experts. 

• BHC—This too has the ability to 
cause cancer In addition, it can 
cripple the nervous svstem and lead 
to tumours and reproductive dis¬ 
orders in human beings. Its most 
menacing quality is its persistence in 
Its chemical form. 

• Lindane—It can cau.se disorders of 
the liver and the brain. It is said to 
have a “profound and lasting effect 
on the central nervous system.” 

• Dichlorovos—Twice as toxic as 
DDT, It causes vision defects, 
headaches, nausea, cough, weakness 
and convulsions. In extreme cases it 
could lead to coma and finally death. 

• Endosulfan—Inhalation of this 
pesticide could be fatal. Its main 
target; the central nervous system. 

• 2,4— D—This is among the most 
hazardous of the list of killer chemic¬ 
als. 2,4- D is at times considered as 
dangerous as 2,4,5—T, which is used 
in the manufacture of chemicals 
weapons. What is more, 2,4-D is 
usually contaminated with Dioxin— 
one of the most lethal chemicals 
produced ever. 

All these pesticides are banned in 
the United States of America but 
ironically, most of them originate in 
the US and are dumped on the third 
world markets. Other developed 
countries where some of these pesti- ] 
cides are produced have also banned 
or severely restricted their use by 
their own people. “The irony is,” says 
the NISTADS study, “that when such 
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In 1S73, the sugarcane crop tn a 
llarge part oi Uttar Fradsah, 
Bihar, Punjab and Haryana was 
dying The diagnusts was $iin{de' 
the damage was being done by the 
sugarcane pyrilia, a tiny brownish^ 
red insect The cure, however, was 
proving to be difficult The pest had 
infested over 2 8 millhm acres df 
sugarcane over four states (the tot¬ 
al area under cultivation id 1973 
was about four million acres) and 
was spreading to aieas under wheat 
and maize cultivation as well as 
mango plantations The pynlla had 
to be killed and quickly There 
appeared to be only one way out— 
die intensive spraying of chemical 
insecticides from the air In July, 
some efforts had been made at 
chemical control However, these 
proved to be unsuccessful and be 
tween August and October, another 
round of spraying with insecticides 
of high tojtic levels became neces 
sary But here too, there was a 
difficulty the indiscriminate 
spraying of highly toxic chemicals 
would be a mainr health hazard 

It was then that Di S N Banerjee, 
the then plant protection advisor of 
the government of India and later a 
protect manager of the FAO, de- 
cided to use biological control, a 
revolutionary method of using 
other insects, animals or birds to 
kill the pests Noticing that rwo 
insects, tetrastychus pyrillae and 
epipyrops melanoleuca, whidi feed 
on pyrilla eggs and the pest respec¬ 
tively. were beginning to develop, 
he recommended that no chemical 
contiol be adopted “Ii was a big 
risk, as we were using biologicm 
control methods on a laige scale for 
the first time, but it worked,” said 
Dr Banerjee 

Within days the pests had been 


kiHwi. And ndt only was the sugar 
case cmp saved but it meant a 
saving pf Bs four crores The 
spraying Of taiac chemicals over 
large araas was also avoided and 
tbero was no necessity for any pest 
cdtttroJ measures in the aiea till 
1984, More important perhaps is 
the fact that u was a notable first, a 
case pesnade experts refer to as a 
‘classk’ today 

Dr Banerjee, now chairman of a 
high powered body constituted by 
the ministry of agriculture whu h is 
examining whether pesticides such 
as DDT and Benzene hexachloride 
(Uamaxene) ought to be banned in 
India, claimed that biolgical conti ol 
bad 4 number of advantages m >r 
the use of chemical fertilise!s 
"Biological control," he said "is 
almost free, and once a parasite 
and a predator have been o>tab 
lished and mrroduced, theie is no 
need for chemicals Chemicals on 
the other hand are expensive and 
often pose health hazards for oui 
farmers most ofwhomwoik baie 
bodted ” He also claimed that biolo 
gical contiol ensuies the safetv ol 
the environment as chemical nisei 
ticides pollute the water, th( soil 
and the an 

There are howevei, limitations to 
the use of biological control Most 
pest killers are susceptible to 
change in climate and die out 
quickly "Use of biological contiol 
^$0 involves patience, said Baner 
jee “It 1 $ a long term aflau but 
farmers often spray the ciops wuh 
insecticides when quick results an. 
not available Besides, biological 
control IS more successful in aieas 
where the variation m lemperaimt 
ts not very high and in msulai ui 
geographically separate tegions " 
Ckawdiwty 


severe restrictions have been im 
posed m the places of origin of these 
pesticides, the third world countries 
still continue to use them indiscrimi 
nately Such highly toxic and conde 
mned pesticides are easily available 
in the third world markets and the 
containers do not carry any wai ning 
or caution This is because there is no 
restriction in the export policy of the 
developed countries Moreover, 
there is a lack of proper legislation in 
the third world countries to control 
such a flow ” 

I n India the import or manufacture 
ot pesticides is regulated by the 
Insecticides Act of 1968, accord ng to 
which a pesticide is required to be 
approved by the Registration Com 
mittee set up under the Act before its 
import 01 manufacture is allowed 
Critics of the Act, however, maintdin 
that this IS a “weak statute” in which 
there is ‘ neither ani provision of 
periodical investigation bv the gov 
ernment nor any allowance for a 
person othti than the goc ernment to 
conduct investigations and place 
complaints on the harmful effects of 
a ceitain pesticide A seminar was 
held in New Delhi in May on the 
Bhopal gas tragedy and it is signifi 
cant that several speakeis attacked 
the basic pesticide policy of the gO' 
ernment which had made Union Car 
bide India Limited (UCllI Bhopal 
Its peg Amitdva Guha, one of the 
speakers, said that the government 
schedule includes 311 pesticides of 
which about 75 are banned in othei 
countries He- added that in its new 
export and import policy declared in 
April 1985 ‘ the government had 
given a wide allowance for those 
(banned) pesticides and that too 
under the Open General Licence 
(OGL) for import ” This new list ot 
pesticides according to him in 
eludes Endnn, Paratheon, Disulpho 
ton, Leptophos Mevinphos, Nitrofen 
DBCP, Calcium Arsenate, Azinophos 
Methyl and, most important, 2,4,5 — 
T Union Carbide, is also the largest 
producer of 2,4,5 - T This pesticide 
is banned in Japan, Norway, New 
Zealand, Philippines, USSR Switzei 
land, Italy, Turkey and of course, the 
US So lethal ts 2,4,5-T that it is 
combined with other chemicals like 
Dioxin to enhance the effec t of che 
mical weapons 

According to Guha, the existing 
law has many lacunae and there is 
nothing to prevent the MNCs from 
making India the dumping ground for 
chemicals rejected by the developed 
countries Moreover, India is also 
being used as a laboratory for testing 
chemicals This again has two facets, 
one of which Guha attacked He said 
the multinational companies arc re 
searching for the development of 


chemical and bai'eiiological 
weapons undet t'lc guise of 
agrotechnological lescaich It is a 
giey aiea he said vsheie lesearch 
foi agiottchnologv and chemical 
-veapons is similar He raised some 
pertinent qutst-ms Though UCIL 
Bhopal, was lacing losses loi succes 
-ive years whs had us insestment in 
I esc arch and development shot up to 
Rs 20 crores pei year’ 

The other fact is the actual tests of 
disputed chemicals being conducted 
on the pc ope of this countrs In 
1975 Hindustan Ciba Geigy Ltd, 
another giani- among the manufactur 
eis ot pesticides lined up more than 
thiee dozen Indian volunteers and 


spiaved them wuh Nusatron i pesn 
cide based on oiganophosphoius 
compounds Ibis was done legidarls 
foi foul days The voluiuttrs stood 
on the ground while ii aiicialt 
spiayed thiin with the c hemic al And 
although three experts—R K Rao 
MR Maidthe and SI) (>diiguh— 
declaied that “no toxii pcsticiile 
induced symptoms weic ob.tised in 
solunteets upto 15 diys aftci the 
exposure’ this test laised a basic 
question of ethics Do these multina 
tional companies have thi saiiciioti 
to use “colunteeis in thud woild 
countries as guinea pigs’ Ciba Gt igv 
has in the last few veais conducted 
several such tests on humans in thud 


MINOAY 7-13 July 19SS 


35 




ib»t many aoiCaUiad life- 
had «bmB«rou« stda- 
itefioi'eraniantiaau^a nqn- 
tiariiQo GSA ^l(E>dated 23 Ji>iyl3 
wkdef Sectimi IdA of the Omgs and 
Cosmetics Act 1940 hatmiim the im- 
fMMTt u»o India of Amidot^iniae, 
iletthapyritene and its salts, Ntala- 
ndde, phenacetha and PractoloL On 
^ same ds^, another notification 
was issued banning the manufacture 
and sale cl 22 drugs including fixed 
dose combinations of vitamins with 
aiitl<4nflammatoty agents and tran- 
quUisers, atropine in analgesics and 
antipyretics and strydinine and caf 
feine m tonics, all of which are 
widely used combinations in the 
country The government, however, 
did not ban some drugs which were 
on the list submitted by the sub¬ 
committee of the Drugs Consultative 
Committee in 1900, recommending a 
ban These drugs which are stUl 
consumed in India include combina¬ 
tions of penicillin with streptomycin, 
anti-histammk <for allergy) with 
tranquillisers and nune thm one 
anti-histanunk drug. 

Ihe Hathi comnuttee which was 
appointed by the government in 1974 
to study the working of the idiar 
maceutical industry in India came 
out with a startling revelation that 
while 116 drugs were needed m India 
to meet basic health requirements, 
the muitmationals had dumped ab¬ 
out 15,000 drugs on the Indian mar¬ 
ket In a report putdished in 1977, 
the World Health Organisation ex¬ 
pert committee noted that lust 200 


1742 drugs m 1982. 

m India, drugs are produced wnwr 
Ikeace, each licence being vend idt 
two years But often, Unaices mm 
granted indkcnminately, and the 
warnings of the exf^ commkcemi 
fmrgotten The result, about 7,000 
drug. Companies manufacturing 
around 30,000 drugs mcluding a 
number of harmful ones are avail¬ 
able in India It appears that the 
hcensing authorities are easily won 
over by the multi-nationals. One im¬ 
portant example is the surfeit of 
non-essential tonics and vitanurm m 
India, while there is a dearth 
life saving drugs, especially for com¬ 
mon tropical diseases like malaria or 
typhoid 

Some drug companies often mar¬ 
ket different drugs using the same 
ingredients for treating the same 
disease There are, for instance, 
more than 50 companies, most of 
whom are multinationals or their 
associates in India, licensed to manu¬ 
facture drugs for diarrhoea, thodgb 
the WHO expert committee has re¬ 
commended that diarrhoea can be 
effectively treated with oral re- 
faydration salts (a combinauon of 
sodium chlonde, sodium bicarbon¬ 
ate, potassium cUonde and glucose). 

Most of the developed countries 
including Japan, the HSA, Vene¬ 
zuela, the Scandinavian countries, 
Australia, and Bangladesh have 
either banned or restricted the use of 
hydroxy-quinoline drugs whidi have 
dangerous after-effects. In India, 
however, more than 50 cmiqianjes 
have licences to manufacture and 
market drugs containing hydroity- 


eagiegMi 

fitey 

conanmera. 1he\wii#d *%oJWd 
catNri/ k the fawrinite trim dritg 
companies. 

Another insttmce of the violation 
of orders redadi^ to banpedgrugs is 
the renews^ dflimnce of lt$ (hganmi 
IM to manufecture oethrogen and 
prigtestensn drugs by the West'Ben¬ 
gal dnqi controllers oi^ce despite 
rite ar<kr to the governments of 
Blaharashtra and West Bengal to ban 
from March 1983 the manttfectwre 
and from 30 June, the sale of these 
drugs 

The multinationals also make huge 
profits 1^ overpricing their drugs in 
Third World countries. A survey con¬ 
ducted in 1975 showed that many 
drugs cost about 30 to 500 per cent 
more than their ongmal price in 
Chile. 20 to ^ per cent more than in 
Peru, and about 100 to 800 per cent 
more than in Spam MmmwhQe, a 
lirigntkn mgkg the government to 
take action against vklatkm of* 
ndes is pcmding in the Supreme 
Court* The cate filed by tfr Vincent 
PanOnilmigara, a lawyer of rtgmte 
sedes, diat ow IIS drugs recom¬ 
mended by tlm Hathi connnittee 
should be piimkced fm sale in the 
country. 

iHhooAAt 


world countries In 1976 for example. 
It spiavc d SIX I gvptian children with 
Galecorn w hich is suspected to lead 
to cancer The result after just one 
spray, the children fell sick with 
urine poisoning and other abnormal 
symptoms including severe 
headaches and vomiting Galecorn 
was taken off the markets the same 
year only to be reintroduced two 
years later by the same company' 
Pesticides, even critics of the gov 
ernment’s pesticide policy agree, are 
essential in a country where armies 
of insects and pests (nearly 700 
vaneties of them) turn 20 pei cent of 
the total tood production evtrv year 


The loss in terms of money is a 
phenomenal Rs '5,000 crores per 
year That, however, makes no case 
for the indisciiminate use of harar 
dous chemicals whose ill effects are 
not even known to the real users In 
village Deenabandhu in south India, 
a survey team found farmers spnnk 
hng hazardous pesticides with naked 
hands Ofcourse, un the packet there 
was a warning note saying that the 
human body should not come in 
direct contact with the chemical but 
all that was m English which the poor 
Indian faimer does not understand 
Another ptublem that has 
arisen with the indiscriminate use of 


these chemicals, specially of DDT, is 
that certain varieties of pests have 
developed a resistance to them In 
1980 there were 432 species of pests 
resistant to one or the other form of 
pesticide whereas the number in 
1954 was only 25 
The government, hung on short term 
plans, IS givmg the go ahead to the 
import and production of poisonous 
chemicals, thus polluting the atmos 
phere, and the food, causing con 
genital handicaps, affecting entire 
generations One could say that the 
Bhopal tragedy is being enacted in a 
slow motion but on a larger scale 
Smtkan/mn TJwkur, Now DoUri 
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M JK4L^<dllL. JL simple Make your product as 

g(X)d as you can and price it 
reasonably Tliat’s what I’ve 
been doing all along And my 
reward ? Today, Khaitan is 
the first name in fens. 99 

» • 

SK Khaitan 

Chairman 

Khaitan Group of Companies 




-the first name in fens 










:•.>■. ■.'S.'V'-'l-^.V/---••..••' ■; •'■•’ • .■- . 

'.u' -t. 


Make room 


f , '.'^i’' 


Special Effects. The Preniiain Aa^ic &naii;^^ 
Transforms the walls of your feonva di^ ‘" 
Making them stand out or stand ^1:^1 

an extra dimettidon^^ 

You'll just love coining home to 
the excitement of Special Effects, 
day after day. Its soft splendour 
will touch your eyes. And youll 
see the glimmer of its 
rich sheen in someone’s eyes. 

Your walls never had luxu^r in 
such a range of new shades. 

Shades that wit! make evecn4ie' 
rainbow blush. And thejE^Cd 
Soecial Eilscts is 
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CiMMKy MM tiM Mm Mrthw MMMad by a piMligloui 
iqMarMmaM^MnlmlTiMtmalPlant OmiOOOpwwia 
MiwantfnMrad.BU|ipHMl and tnatalMd by VoHaa tor 
indiab larmat on-gotog graMoi. Um Viiag Stani Plant 
VobM Mriil aitpply ttia aniirn range of medium and low 

vottago oaneii torpower dialribution, including oomploM 

proieela tor 36 untt<iype aubatabons 
Aoceptarae by Intba a 
leading oonaidtania, 

Engineert India Ltd, tor 
ONQC a Hazira-Jagdiahpur 
gipallna ii yet anottier 
aoknowtodgemani o( 

Vcitaa eapabitity. 100 
pe w e r and motor control 
omtroa from Voltaa adit 
be uiad in tMa pipoilne 
wMch will oarry natural 
gas bom Bem^ 

AndVoitasbaatbeMnd 
of oammHineni thataiartB 
at the top. A management 
attbude that wierc down. 
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otNAengea. 
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H aaaa r oh CoOrea, May 6 Chnata, and Amaa Croata 
BatMook. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


A Celebration of Life 


Sharon Butler reports from Washington on Aditi. the unique exhibition at the 
Smithsonian Institute, which foims part of the Festn al ol India in the VSA 


J oining in the Festival of India 
this summer, the Smithsonian 
Institute, the collection of world 
famous museums that flanks the 
Central Mall in Washington, is host 
ing a variety of exhibitions and acti 
vities under the general title “Adjti, 
The F estival of India at the Smithso 
man ” One exhibition, “The Sculp 
ture of India 3000 BC to 1300 AD,” 
opened at the National Gallery of Art 
m May A recreation of an Indian 
meld will open out on the 5 acre mall 
this week At the Freer Gallery is 
“The Alts of South Asia,” and at the 
National Museum of American His 
lory this fall, will be “ all sorts of 
painted stuff Indian chintz and its 
western countei parts ” But the cen 
trepiei e of all the activities is “Aditi 
A Celebration of Life ” 

Upstairs at the National Museum 
of Natural History m Washington are 
the still lifes stuffed animals and 
wax figures sitting motionless behind 
panes of glass But downstairs on the 
ground floor of the museum is the 
Aditi exhibit, and from it comes 


the exotic fragrances of the morn 
mg’s puja and the plaintive strains of 
haul music From time to time, a tiny 
brown boy in Raiasthani dress 
charges out, grabs the museum 
guatd’s walkie talkie, and puts it to 
his ear “Museums should be about 
life, not about death,” says Rajeev 
Sethi, who first conceived the exhibit 
seven years ago 

At Its simplest level, Aditi is a 
slice of Indian life The exhibit takes 
the visitor through a sequence of 
rooms and corridors, eai h depicting 
a rite of passage, a stage of life from 
fertility to marriage, to birth and 
childhood, to initiation and the final 
“moving out ” Fach stage is carefully 
explained by a neatly stencilled pla 
que tacked on the wall Here in the 
section titled “Preparations foi the 
Wedding,” a plaque explains how in 
an Indian wedding gifts of sweets, 
clothing and lewellery are ex 
changed, how the marriage date is 
set by an astrologer, how “the tutuie 
bride and bridegroom, curious and 
apprehensive about married life, are 


instructed about its pleasures, pains 
and mysteries by lelatives and 
friends through songs, riddles, and 
ritual activities ” There in the sec 
tion called “The Promised World,” a 
plaque explains how throughout In 
dia “there is a strong sympathy foi 
the unique inboi n temperaments and 
abilities of a child during the early 
years of infancy cultural traditions 
and means of play tome gradually on 
their own and are valued for opening 
up woilds, rather than Icriefully 
moulding the growing child ” 

But Aditi IS inui h more than an 
explanation of a foreign cultuie It is 
never so tame, for it is, as the subtitle 
ot the exhibit says, “a celcbiation of 
life”—a celebration of Indian life to 
be exact And it is in this aspect that 
Aditi IS something special Unlike 
other cultuial exhibits, Aditi is in 
perpetual motion I here are, as tht*re 
must be invaluable ancient objects 
encased for protection in tempera 
ture controlled glass cases But Adi 
ti comes to life as miniaturists, 
sculptors, magicians, dancers, bal 
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ladeers, toy makers, jugglers and 
musicians ply their wonderful arts 
and trades, giving new meaning and 
relations to the traditional and con¬ 
temporary objects that surround 
them in the ei^ibit 

The exhibition is a maze which at 
eveiy turn reveals, delights, sur¬ 
prises, enriches, capturing the ess¬ 
ence and spirit of India as well as the 
artistic details Adiri—the abundant, 
joyful, unbroken, creative force that 
sustains and informs the universe—is 
everywhere recalled “I genuinely do 
believe that art grows on trees,” says 
Mr Sethi No wonder, then, that Adm 
IS not confined to museum cases 
“Art is not separate to sleeping, to 
eating, to raising a good ciop, to 
looking after a child, or to making 
love,” he says 

One dav at the museum when Jivya 
Soma had filled the walls of his 
simulated mud hut with Warli paint 
ing, the American staff wondered 
what to do “Just paint ovei it, and 
start again,” said Mr Sethi But the 
Americans were horrified They 
brought boards to cover and preserve 
th' painting, but Mr Sethi just took 
them down “The moment you start 
making them conscious of this fact, 
that they are creating great art— 
already some Ameiican giils m»de 
them sign their names—then some 
thing is already gone ” 

Art, Adjti keeps saying, is embed 
ded in life itself It is in the ndwab's 
nuptial chambet, where iichlv 
embroidered spreads and pillows 
cover the bed But it is equally evi 
di tit in the mud hut nuptial chamber, 
where Maithili paintings decorate 
the walls and mango leaves mark the 
entiv Alt IS there where the mun 
diint meets the religious in the twigs 
and lootlets which some anonymous 
Rajasthani artisan carted and 
painted to look like the tiguies from 
the RdWdVdnd so that he could in 
stiuct his son It IS there m the 
teriacotta cows and elephants that a 
child uses one day as offerings to the 
gods, and the next day for play Art is 
theie, caught up in the loud and 
happy kacthighon dance that Mithu 
Ram pel forms, in the giant leather 
sandals that cobblers in Karnataka 
make seeking the favour of Hanu 
man, in the multi tiered oil lamps 
used in everyday worship, in the 
child’s quilt, stitched togethei from 
old cloth, e\en in fugglei Bairai 
Shctty’s tricks 

As the boundaries dissolve in art, 
Uicre IS a sense ot continuity about 
Aditi Village women, sitting on the 
piound, place their babies on their 
outstretthed legs to massage them, 
just like the filth century figurines 
on display in Adm The ancient wis 

42 ~ " 


dom and the ancient arts get passed 
on from geneiation to generation 
Just as Ram Karan Bhopa learned 
the art ot the story scroll balladeer 
from his fathei, so now as he sings 
about the exploits of the Rajput 
heroes depicted in the twenty foot 
long SCI oil behind him, his two sons, 
Shoesh Ram. ten years old, and 
Kailash four, quietly watch and 
leain 

And vet, Adifi is not about preserv¬ 
ing the old Some of the ancient arts 
do survive, but faced with the chal 
lenge of modernity, many are mod 
ified abbreviated, adapted, and it is 
this storv also which Adm tells Sub 
al Bairagi, a bdhrupiya who wanders 
through the halls of Adm, laments 
that nowadays no one realises that 
he represents the gods’ many 
forms He just travels from fair to 
fail amusing the crowds. 

In modern day, too, religious rites 
like Ahoi Aihtdmi get shortened 
from an eight day affaii to a brief 


puja Ratan and company now mass 
produces a paper print of the deity, 
and It gets pasted to the wall in the 
urban home, supplanting the deity 
once fashioned in clay relief Both 
are on display in Adm 
Subir Pal from Krishnagar models 
perfect clay figunnes, not ot gods 
and goddesses, but of Indua Gandhi 
and one, soon to come, of Ronald 
Reagan And Banku Patua, a story 
scroll painter who usually sings ab¬ 
out mythological characters and mor¬ 
al themes, has begun a new scroll, 
telling of his trip to Washington 
After a little coaxing—the scroll is 
still incomplete—he will sing for visi¬ 
tors the first verse On 29 May at 8 30 
pm, he arrived, he sings, and there at 
the American airport was Rajeev 
Sethi welcoming all the artisans with 
garlands and lozenges But it was a 
funny place, this America The bus 
had comfortable seats, and sped 
down the road on the right Not at all, 
he sings, like “My Bangladesh ” 
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t 'liilr til* . Amedicsiu Are 
Annrding Into .^i3ief<-4nniad 
$,600 • dnj^-'IUjeer Sedd can an. 
idnest re^ figtire fji' his white 
Jtara aad e^amdae^ eadthe fkmiag 
esrth‘hrown shawl- he drapes 
ittOfmd his shoulders. When he 
rititt the eehibkion in ^ nioni' 
ing'-he is there sear-iy everyday— 
the diildren who perfom in Aditi 
and some of the women rush to* 
toudv his feet. Be joins in their 
morning puja. “Oh, you should 
here seen theiti,r he marvels, de- 
scidhing the day these villagers 
went imo die sub-basement of the 
National Museum of Natural His> , 
tory looking among the rocks for a 
deity, their hands, he says, wan¬ 
der^ over the objects, feeling for 
eyes and a nose. It didn’t matter 
that the one they finally chose was 
of man-made fibreglass. 

Aditi, Mr Sethi explains, had its 
origin seven years ago in New Delhi 
as an exhibit for dm International 
Year of the ChUd. “But it’s always 
reincarnated,” he says, referring to 
the Aditi exhibition in London in 
1982 and the one in Washington 
now, “It’s never die same...you 
need to let the dialogue lead you to 
new fields.” This incarnation, he 
promises, is its last- ”We are trying 
to break the museum convention,” 
he says as he wtmders in the halls 
which he has transformed into tri¬ 
butes to the Indian way of life. 
“Museums should be about life, not 
about death. We are presenting 
something and nurturing it. We’re 
not talking about celebrating 
wtmfs gone.” 

Mr Sedii is more a director than a 
I eurator,. for Aditi is a show more 
I than an exhibit. Passing through 
die “wedding” section, he finds 
I that Mithu Ram from the Bhat 
cbmjhunity, is still prancing gaily 
about on bis horse (the kacciu ghoti 
dance) eveaafter Qulabi and Rajki 
Jiadt ^om the KalbeUa and Sapera 
communities in Rajasthan, have be¬ 
gun their wild Wedding dance. He 
waves Mithu back to his place. With 
unbounded energy, Mr Sethi de¬ 
licts in guiding visitors through 
Aih'ti. “1 tndn*t want a gallery that 
wotdd intimidate people.” he ex- 
plidm. “1 wanted it to make them 
Niendly, to help them reach out, 
9bA take them in.” Everywhere in 
Aditi volunteers are stationed to 
.answeC'guestions and translate fm 
'4^ora want te talk to the- 
^ll^emmcrs and' artisans. 


Mr Sethi himself grabs the arm of 
A.K. Ramanujan, the linguist from 
the University of Chicago, who is 
here for a ^mposium in connection 
with Aditi, and points out a minia¬ 
ture bronze of the baby Krishna. 
Wh«n he reaches “Safeguarding 
the Child,” he gets down on the 
floor to demonstrate the posture of 
a mother massaging her infant. 
When he reaches the juggler in 
“Initiation into Learning,” he is 
suddenly struck by a new idea, and 
latches onto an unsuspecting elder- 








A fogt dancer performing at AjdKl 


ly Anmrkan womah •hmr' , 

about' h. In the “Wekmidi^} dm 
Child” section, he scope ti say ' 
smnething. “To me, this is Adidm ^ 
an its essence,” Mr Sethi tMN hM:; 
visitors, polntii^' to a patchym^ 
quRt (a gadri). He hushes the mnsi'' - 
dans, and pauses for effect. In die 
quilt, he sees the eastern nad<m '• 
diat all parts, no inatter how worn . 
or simple, belong to the whole and J 
must return te it. There is even a 
goddess, Chithaiiya Ma (Lady of 
the Tatters), who presides over the . 
making of the qdlt, Mr Sethi Re¬ 
marks with undisguised revermvce. 
Even in the simplest, most common 
thin^, one can invoke the divine. 

Mr Sethi is not a-purist. He 
doesn’t bother about WhM i* bidi 
and what is new; ancient into } 
the contemporary in Axdti, In fact,' ^ 
he promotes the appUcnNon of tra¬ 
ditional crafts to hew forms. Be 
told Chandrakala Devi that he 
didn’t want to portray Indian wed¬ 
dings in photographs. You diow it 
in your wt^, he told-her.,So Sim'" 
made for Aditi not fopir-lmnded 
goddesses of fertility and abund¬ 
ance, but a marvellous three- 
quarter scale wedding ni|^t room 
in papier-mache that took her nine 
months. 

Finally, Mr Sethi points to some 
objects in a glass box, but suddenly 
he lapses for a moment into a 
contemplatitre stream of conscious¬ 
ness. "Why ahti shewbig tWs?" he-' 
asks himsdlf quietly, petJslve,; 
almost phflosQpl^l. ”Syou try-to, 
preserveit, hOfthingwiU Wsi)ppen-“ ft 
would be sheer “romamSdsm,” ^ 
goes on, confessing his "disturb¬ 
ance within.” “What I'm Cnn*thnily •; 
asking for,” he says, “is new fhihgs- ’ 
What do we invent?” Then his eyes 
light upon Rumndini Devf; WhpVls ■' 
weaving siklci grass into toys aikd 
boxes and trays. “She did dresses ! 
before, and now she finds a niew 
way to exprchb' bprsAlf,' in.'Shh"'. 
makes these,” Mr Sethi says, now 
thoroughly cheared. "iShat excites 
me—as a survival.’.’ There, is 
another thing which excites him, he 
says, as he calls on Mohammed 
Yusuf to perform the trick which . 
Mr Sethi calls “Natkihal Integra- 
lion.” The magtdan stuffs colotared - 
handkerchiefs into a container, 
talking about the many langus^es 
and people of India. Then, as he 
boikts into a song, he puRs the, 
handkerchlMs but, and now they 
are linked .to^thef end; to end- ^ 
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WHYIOKieiNTS 

THEBUMB 


K. SUBHRAHMANYAM, an authority on dofoncu mattors, argues why 
Pakistan shouid develop its nuclear potential, using Ihe same logic that nuclear 
powers advance to justify their possession of nuclear arms 


P akistan’s attempt to acquire 
a nuclear weapon capability 
is being condemned in va¬ 
rious parts of the world 
(especially in the western industrial 
world and also in India) as being 
unethical and irrational. In the 
American media, Pakistan is por¬ 
trayed as attempting to steal secrets 
and circumvent export regulations of 
other countries in order to advance 
its nuclear programme. In this coun¬ 
try too the Pakistani effort is viewed 
in emotional terms. One section of 
people in our country would attri¬ 
bute the origin of Pakistani sin as a 
response to the Indian sin (the 
Pokhran explosion) and exhort that 
both of us should jointly expiate our 
sin. Such emotional approach does 
not help in resolving the issue or 
offering a sound basis for policy 
making. Pakistani action may have 
an adverse impact on our security 
but that does not necessarily make it 
unethical. If the issue of danger and 
insecurity arising out of nuclear 
weapons is to be tackled, it has to be 
done on a rational basis taking into 
account the global strategic environ¬ 
ment and cannot be tackled merely 
between India and Pakistan even if 
there is an abundance of goodwill 
and mutual trust, which of course are 
unfortunately not there at this stage. 

If 1 were a Pakistani I would have 
opted tor the bomb and I find the 
Pakistani decision rational and sensi¬ 
ble in their circumstances. Both In¬ 
dia and Pakistan are agreed that the 
use of nuclear weapons should be 
declared a crime against humanity 
and they ought to be banned. Pakis¬ 
tan has repeatedly voted in the UN 
for a resolution to that effect, moved 
initially by India and subsequently 
adopted by the non-aligned nations 
as a who<e. While 126 nations, includ¬ 
ing China and the Soviet Union, are 
for the resolution, the NATO coun¬ 
tries have been persistently opposing 


it, arguing that they need to rely on 
the nuclear deterrence doctrine and 
the threat of use of nuclear weapons 
for their security. The global 
strategic norms are unfortunately 
laid down by the western nations. If 
nuclear weapons and nuclear war 
doctrines are legal and ethical for 
them, only racist arrogance and self- 
righteousness make the western 
media portray that developing na¬ 
tions should not have the nuclear 
weapons while the western countries 
have an unlimited right to prolifer¬ 
ate. Unfortunately many Uncle Toms 
in the developing world, including 
our own country, accept uncritically 
the thesis that nuclear weapons are 
all right in the hands of the white 
sahibs but not in the hands of brown 
and black nations. 


If nuclear weapons and 
nuclear war doctrines 
are legal and ethical for 
the west, only racist 
arrogance makes the 
western media portray 
that developing nations 
should not have nuclear 
weapons... 
Unfortunately many 
Uncle Toms in the 
developing world accept 
the thesis that nuclear 
weapons are all right in 
the hands of the white 
sahihs but not in the 
hands of the brown and 
black nations 


Some virtuous people argue why 
we should follow the bad example of 
industrialised nations and have these 
weapons Since we proclaim that we 
prefer nucleai disarmament why 
don’t we practise what we preach? 
The real world is more complicated 
than that The law does not permit 
killing but It permits the right of 
killing ;n self defence. Working for 
nuclear disarmament and at the 
same time having nuclear weapons to 
safeguard the national interest and 
security ol one’s own country in a 
world of sky-rocketing nuclear prolif¬ 
eration are not contradictory. That is 
the position of China and the Soviet 
Union and if the west would accept 
the position that, use and threat of 
use, of nuclear weapons are illegiti¬ 
mate and they should be banned 
then iheie will be a common ground 
to initiate steps for nuclear disarma¬ 
ment. Such common ground exists 
for bacteriological weapons (which 
have been outlawed), chemical 
weapons (for which there is a Geneva 
protocol and further negotiations are 
taking place to ban them) and for 
radiological weapons (to ban which 
negotiations are taking place too). So 
long as nuclear weapons are deemed 
legitimate, Pakistan has as much 
right to have them as the US, the UK, 
France, Soviet Union and China. 
Those who warmly endorse the Non¬ 
proliferation Treaty should recog¬ 
nise that the treaty is the fountain¬ 
head of legitimacy of nuclear 
weapons. 

The western justification for nuc¬ 
lear weapons is that they face the 
larger conventional forces of the 
Soviet Union and hence they need 
the nuclear weapon.s. This is asserted 
in spite of the fact that m history 
the Russians and Americans have 
never fought a war (except for a brief 
cla.sh in Siberia in 1918) and for the 
last 40 years peace has prevailed in 
Europe. The western strategists 
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argue that peace has prevailed main¬ 
ly because of nuclear deterrence. 
The Pakistanis may well say that 
they face the Soviets in Afghanistan 
and Indians in the east and both 
Soviet Union and India are more 
powerful nations which can be deter¬ 
red only by Pakistani nuclear 
weapons. Since there have been 
three wars between India and Pakis¬ 
tan in the absence of nuclear deterr¬ 
ence, in Pakistani perception, nuc¬ 
lear deterrence may be able to bring 
about peace and stability as it is 
claimed to have done in central 
Europe and along Sino-Soviet bor¬ 
ders. 

It is argued that nuclear weapons 
do not increase security and a min- 
iscular nuclear arsenal against the 
vast aisenals of others does not con¬ 
stitute an adequate deteitent. The 
first pait of the aigument is totally 
rejected by the NATO, Warsaw Pact 
countries and China whose experi¬ 
ence IS that nuclear weapons have 
ensured then security and have sta¬ 
bilised the situations in central 
Europe and along the Sino-Soviet 
border. The second part of the argu 
ment is also not accepted by trance, 
China and Britain. Fiance lan be 
wiped off the face of the earth in a 
few minutes by the Soviet arsenals 
and so also China. But in the process 
some two or three Soviet cities will 
get destioyed. While the wiping off 
of France and China would not be¬ 
nefit the Soviet Union, the loss of two 
cities will hurt and no rational Sotiet 
decision-maker will consider sacrific¬ 
ing two or three of his cities even to 
destroy the whole of France or Chi¬ 
na. This in the strategic parlance, is 
^ called proportionate deterrence A 
bee dies when it stings. No human 
being thinks of going and tangling 
with the bees and subjecting himself 
to the discomfort of a bee-sting 
though the bee will die in the pro¬ 
cess. The probability of destruction 
,of two or three Soviet or Indian cities 
and the uncertainty involved would 
be adequate deterrence for Pakistan. 
Even today China practises only such 
proportionate deterrence vis-a-vis 
the Soviet Union. The US strategists 
have tried to propagate that no nuc¬ 
lear arsenal other than those of the 
two super-power arsenals is credible. 
But in practice the US behaves dif¬ 
ferently. Of late the US strategy is 
shifting from treating certainty as 
the basis of credibility for deterrence 
to uncertainty as the basis. 

Some of the American strategists 
who are more perceptive, under¬ 
stand these nuances and they have 
tried to explain the rationale under¬ 
lying the Pakistani nuclear strategy. 
Prof. Stephen Cohen points out; 
“Pakistan belongs to that class of 
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Givea tiie delicate 
triangular relationship 
Pakistan has with Iran 
and the Arabs and the 
possibility of Arab 
monetary support 
drying up, going nuclear 
makes eminent sense 
for Pakistan to sustain 
its security and 
sovereignty 


.states whose very survival is uncer¬ 
tain, whose legitimacy is doubted 
and whose security related resources 
are inadequate. Yet these states will 
not go away nor can they be ignored 
Paki.stan (like Taiwan, South Korea, 
Israel and South Africa) has the 
capacity to fight, to go nuclear, to 
influence the global strategic ba 
lance (if only by collapsing) and, 
lastly, is in a strategic geographical 
location, surrounded by the three 
largest stares in the world and adja¬ 
cent to the mouth of the Persian 
Gulf...” Pakistan is following the suc¬ 
cessful examples of Israel and South 
Africa in following a policy of deterr¬ 
ence through nuclear ambiguity 

U nlike the Fifties and Sixties, the 
cost of nuclear weapons in rela 
tion to that of non nuclear ones, has 
tended to come down. Secondly, a 
nuclear arsenal, though it may not be 
up-to-date and modern (as China’s is 
not) is able to deter adversaries botli 
against nuclear and conventional 
attacks mainly through the uncer¬ 
tainty involved in the proportionate 
deterrence. Otherwise China will be 
totally helpless against the awesome 
nuclear arsenal of the Soviet Union 
and its enormous conventional fire 
power. Pakistan understands well 
that it cannot compete with India in 
terms of sophisticated conventional 
weapons or nuclear weapons in the 
coming decades. China has failed to 
come to the rescue of Pakistan both 
in 1965 and 1971. Given the delicate 
triangular relationship Pakistan has 
with Iran and the Arabs and the 
possibility of Arab monetary support 
drying up, going nuclear makes emi¬ 
nent sense for Pakistan to sustain its 
security and sovereignty. That India 
may proclaim from housetops its 
good intentions vis-a-vis Pakistan, 
has no bearing on these security 
calculations In India we are obses¬ 
sed with Pakistani accusations 
against India and have a sense of 


guilt. But India is only one factor in 
Pakistani security calculations It has 
far more complex problems of .secur¬ 
ity vis-a-vis Afghanistan and Iran 
about which it does not dare say 
much in order to maintain the image 
of Islamic solidarity Pakistan’s offer 
of pie-in-the-sky proposals of mutual 
inspection to India when they will 
not even give details of theii 
budgets, plans, programmes, etc. re¬ 
lating to atomic energy is only to 
ensure that it can continue with its 
posture of nuclear ambiguity which 
It vitally needs to face problems of 
security other than India. At present 
India .may be the biggest lactor in 
Pakistan’s security calculations but 
as Prof. Stephen Cohen has rightly 
pointed out, Pakistan is in a vital 
geostrategic loraiion and India nay 
not in the long run prove to bt its 
mam security preoccupation. 

Pakistan does not have the basic 
stability of India, since as a nation¬ 
state It IS conceived in terms of 
Puniabi domination over the rest 
just as the Chinese state is. In such 
circumstances it is natural foi the 
majority to think of a symbol of 
power to dominate over the rest The 
nuclear weapon serves this purpose 
tor China and Pakistan. The nuclear 
capability was described as tlie 
‘sword of Islam’ by Bhutto who 
thought in terms of civilisation when 
he wrote that only the Islamic civi¬ 
lisation was without any nuclear 
capability. That position was about 
to change due to his efforts. When 
that happens Pakistan will have a 
■commanding position in the Islamic 
world which should in turn give it 
political and economic benefits 

One may ask whether the fallout of 
nuclear war should not worry the 
Pakistanis. Not more than it worries 
the people and leaders of the indiis 
tnahsed world which have built mas¬ 
sive arsenals. People ask in pious 
horror what would liave happened if 
Iran and Iiaq had nuclear weapons. 
The answer is in that case there 
would have been no Iran-Iraq war as 
the European and American nations 
which killed 70 million people only 
40 years ago and nearly 100 million 
people in the first half of this century 
have stopped fighting in their nation¬ 
al territories under the threat of 
nuclear annihilation. The Americans 
and Fiuropeans have not stopped 
fighting. Most of the 20 million peo¬ 
ple killed in the 150 conventional 
wars and instances of major violence 
in the developing world since the 
Second World War ta charge con¬ 
tinuously hurled at the developing 
world and about which many of our 
Uncle Toms feel very guilty) were 
killed by Americans and Europeans 
in Korea, in Indo-China and in the 
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anti Lolonial v\ai •> of Algei id Mo/ani 
bujue Anfjold Zimbabwe and else 
wlu'u Mote explosives were diop 
ped on thi et Indo ( liinest states 
between 1%S and 197'i bv the Amei 
leans than weie manulactuicd in all 
histotv up to that point ot time It the 
Nuiemibuift laws and the\amashitd 
ludgment weie made apiilitable in 
the post World War II era manv 
piesidents prime ministeis foreign 
and defense ministers and ehiets ot 
statf of the leading white nations 
I would have mounted the scalfold 
I The holocaust in the developing 
I wot Id cairied out with weapons 
1 manufactuied in the developed 
j world and actually filed b\ the 
I troops from the developed world is 
I not even recognised I he risks of a 


nueleai weapon be mg used iiia 
tioiialh bv a /la ul liai| oi a leadt i of 
the developing woild aie not highei 
than those iti icsptct of Icadeis of 
the five established nueleai weapon 
powets and thtir aimed toices at a 
time ot ciisis Ihe Indo Pakistan 
wais weit fought ui a fai more 
civilised mannn than wais in Indo 
C hint SI countiies Algeria and else 
while In sin h circumstances it 
should not bt sui prising it Pakistanis 
till contidtnt that nucitat weapons 
in tht subcontinent will bt used onh 
to sustain deteiience and not used 
opeiationallv Iheietorc the nucleat 
option foi Pakistan dots not havt 
very high risks 

Pakistani nueleai tapabilifv posts 
a piobkm loi Indii and India has ti 


counteiact effectively to sateguaid 
Its own setuiity and inteiests But 
neithei shiill invectives on Pakis 
tan s unethical conduct nor a sen 
timental call lor both eountiies to 
iinounce nueleai weapons (totally 
ignoiiiig Pakistan s other steuiity 
problems) ate going to be ol much 
help Ihose who aigue in favout ot 
ihf- lattei including the Pakistanis it 
they ate sinceie have not thought 
about Pakistan s secuiitv pioblems 
On the othei hand I suspect the 
Pakistanis have thought thiough 
thetr seeuiitv probU ms have chosen 
lationally then nueleai option but 
ate insiiiccu in thru otlci to le 
nounce the weapon along with India 
With some sophisticated diiilomacv 
tht II blutf tan easily be called 


The Case Against the Bomb 

Pak!'>tan] o\prit AkIITAR All 1/iiiiks that Piikisltjii s nllcinpis lo ik ijiiih iiiii Irai 
ivoopoiis air ncithri /ustified noi prurlnU 


O n 17 May 1974 India ex 
ploded a nueleai device for 
“peaceful” purposes 
Although the Indian inten 
I tions should have been clear, at least 
since 1971, it appeared that the 
Pakistan government was surprised 
While the ensuing alarm and panic in 
Pakistan had not subsided. Mr Bhut 
to s government sought to acquire a 
reprocessing plant from France The 
reprocessing deal could not be ton 
summated due to strong American 
pressure, despite the fact that the 
most stringent and complete safe 
guards had been accepted by Pakis 
tan It was argued that the technical 
lationale for erecting this plant was 
at best dubious, as neither had Pakis 
fan any LWR reactor where the re 
processed nuclear material could be 
recycled, nor was there any declared 
plan to have breeder reactors where 
depleted uianium could be recycled 
The economic tustification pre 
sented by our nuclear bureaucracy 
liecame a subiect of ridicule, as 
Pakistan clearly lacked the resources 
needed to finance the erection of 24 
nueleai reactors More sobeiing 
statements have been issued by 
PALC lately, on this account Three 
lo five nuclear reactors are being 
talked about now To a number of 
Pakistanis, contrary to the 
I apprehensions of the non 
proliferationists, the military 


Ext f rpled Irom Pakistan s Nuclear Dilem 
ma by Akhtar Ali published by Econonic 
Research Unit Karachi 
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rationale of the reprocessing plant 
was even more dubious as Pakistan 
did not have any uiisafeguardi d phi 
tonium producing reactois 
Also Pakistan embarked upon a 
project tor enriching uranium It 
was, so to say, a nut It at coup d (tat 
as no one could have seriouslv pie ' 
dieted that a country like Pakistan 
could initiate such an intiicati and 
complex protect After detecting 
Pakistan s piocurtmeni activities 
abroad for the components of the 
centulugc cascade, the Carter admi 
nistration blocked aid ro Pakistan 
and banned the cxpoits ot high tech 
nology equipment nueleai oi non 
nuclear to Pakistan Alter an initial 
tight lipped silence followed by 
vehtmeiu denials, Pakistan did only 
belatedly acknowledge the existence 
of the uranium ennehment pioject 
Since 1979 every veai repeated 
foi ecasts have been made by institu 
tions in India, the US and other 
countries that a Pakistani nuclear 
explosion was imminent and might 
come the following ytai It never 
came, and it is only icceritly that the 
foi ecasts have been “revised” to well 
in the late Eighties The Reagan 
administiation has it versed the 
pressurising tactics of its predeces 
sor, and has agieed to provide sub 
stantial military-economic assist 
ance to Pakistan in the form of a 3 2 
billion dollar package deal, in a hope 
to reap multiple benefits 
The Indian nueleai explosion has 
created a difficult situation for 
Pakistan’s policy makers There are 


two sets of questions ic levant to 
Pakist.iii first what aie tht teal 
' obu< lives of the Indian nuclear 
ptogiammt llu related qutstions 
ate what could he the possible 
I motivations and incentives fot India 
to acquire a iiuclc u capability Isthe 
1971 explosion mcicly a peattful 
cxjHiiratnt an attempt to aiquite 
piestige and iccogmtion or is it i 
poiteni of a nutleai progiammo of a 
profoundly militaiv nature’ The 
second set ot questions is should 
Pakistan at quite a nuclear capabil 
try il India goes nueleai'’ If India 
does not convert its “peaceful’ de 
vict to an actual bomb capability, the 
answer is almost cleat, although 
some Pakistanis would continue to 
ui ge for a nueleai capability to com 
pensdte for the conventional Indian 
advantage of sire, number and 
sophistication Fortunatelv this logit 
and reasoning has found little sup 
poit in Pakistan The choice of re 
sponse in case India goes nuclear is 
liowevei, not obvious and clear cut 
It has been amply demonstrated 
that a political base in India for 
making nuclear weapons dues exist, 
it cannot be inferred ot argued that 
the political base could necessarily 
be utilised bv the existing or future 
political leadeiship of India to 
embark upon a nuclear weapons 
programme Cognizance must, of 
c ourse, also be taken oi the possibili 
ties that the security environment 
and perceptions oi India in the Eight 
les may be substantially different 
from what they were in the late 
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Sixties and may cause a diametric 
shift in thinking and policy 
What possible reasons and motiva 
tions could India have to go nuclear^ 
There could have been a mix of 
factors impelling India onto a nuc¬ 
lear path, of which the more impor 
tant could be. the scientific thiust, 
recognition and prestige, security 
perceptions vis-a-vis PRC and the 
political objectives of becoming a 
reckonable Middle Power, and the 
leader of the non aligned world, and 
perhaps a regional gendarme Logi 
cally, behind the nuclear explosion 
of 1974, the scientific pressures 
should have been supreme After 
separating plutonium and testing it 
in the Purmmu reactor, the disci 
pies of Bhabha (the founder of Indian 
nuclear programme and the first 
chief of Indian Atomic Energy Com 
mission) should have beiomt restive 
and an elitist political patty could 
not have afforded to have ignoted 
them Of course it would be stretch 
ing the argument rather too far to 
term the explosion as an effort bv a 
weak political leadership to rally 
support around itself Whether Mrs 
Gandhi had an eye on the doniestit 
fall out of the explosion is not known, 
but certainly her defeat by tlu Jana 
ta Party three years after the explo 
Sion does indicate that people (>f 
India either did not give much im 
portance to the explosion ot were not 
prepared to give hei the iredit In 
fact in the post explosion pei lod 
except the bomb lobbyist elites 
domestic politics has not involved 
the nucleai issue 

I ndia has undeniably leaped % mi 
benefits from het explosion 
although the Indian explosion ha- 
robbed the bomb itself of its awe, 
and belittled the device oioit than 
the prestige and lecognition bis 
towed upon India The motivation of 
acquiring prestige and recognition ol 
Its technical prowess would be me 
sistible to a country like India, whith 
has been known and recognised foi 
her poverty, but about whose indust 
rial progiess little was known to tht 
outside world This lecognition in 
dubitably was the right of India, but 
what IS not so certain is, whethei 
only a nuclear explosion could have 
made that possible Perhaps Indian 
policy-makers found it to be the most 
convenient short-cut 

While the security motivations 
may cease to exist oi be amehoiatt d 
as a lesult of an Indo Chtnest laji 
prochement, due to intieased Indian 
conventional defence tapabilities 
and improvement iii thi gtniial 
secuiitv enviionmeni, the bomb mav 
be considered bv Indian poliiv 
makers to be an essential pieie 


quisite for the achievement of thetr 
political objectives of acquiring a 
reckonable Middle Power status If 
these objectives assume strength and 
supremacy in the Indian list of priori¬ 
ties, and a positive nexus is estab 
lished between the achievement of 
these obiectives and the bomb, this 
could be the one deciding factor in 
leading India to a nuclear path In 
deed, the political aspirations of a 
sizable sector of the Indian elite may 
include a permanent seat at the 
Security Council Such aspirations 
have iievei been voiced openly, but 
lurk between the lines in the writings 
of eminent men of establishment in 
India It has been argued by them 
that the Peoples Republic of China 
(PRc > with a population of 800 mil¬ 
lion, possessing nuclear weapons 
could not be ignored by the US, and 
was seated in the Security Council 
What,then, should be the prospects 


Many Pakistanis are I 
under the illusion that 
with a nuclear 
explosion, Pakistan 
would become a nuclear 
power. This appears to 
be too naive to be given 
attention, but intelligent 
and responsible 
individuals have been 
victims of this myth 


ol a nucleai India with a '500-odd 
million people' 

One mav argut that a “■peaceful” 
nui Icdi t xplosion in ts.ente means a 
luitkai wiapoii capability If a post 
livi polilital decision for going 
ihead with tht nuclear weapons 
piogiamnic is mad< bv India and if 
us nucltai and spate programme 
coniiniits iinhainpcp J, in a matter 
ol time (the evaci span would de 
pend on the na ure and scope of the 
nucleai capability sought), tt could 
atltnipt to K'lveit its “peaceful” 
c.ipabilitus t a military nuclear 
Ctipahilitv ol an inteimediate or 
sophisticated nature This tonver 
,ion may not however, be easy It 
would tt quill much more tompell 
me leasons ind political determiiia 
turn to enibaik on iliis lonveision 
lian was te<iuiied foi the 1974 explo 
ion Ibe odds btfoie India are 
iiidiiv Hu- con VC I Sion might tant i 
iiount to huving mine “msecuritv 
. ncl conllict” and to selling out the 


non-alignment objectives of India. 
And It IS our fervent hope that Indian 
policy-makers would carefully evalu¬ 
ate the implications of such a ven¬ 
ture 

Many Pakistanis are under the 
illusion that with a nuclear explo¬ 
sion, Pakistan would become a nuc¬ 
lear power This appears to be too 
naive to be given attention, but we 
find that intelligent and responsible 
individuals have been victims of thts 
myth Another popular myth is that 
after acquiring a few bombs, Pakis¬ 
tan would be able to ‘deter’ conven 
tional or nuclear attack from India 
This line of thinking is borrowed 
from the East West nuclear competi 
tion But in fact, deterrence is 
brought about by the capability of a 
disarming pre emptive first strike, 1 
resulting in excessive damag- n tKe 
adversary, or bv the ability to survive 
the pre emptive strike and having a 
counter strike capability Such a 
situation IS brought about onl\ in two 
cases (a) nucleai asymmetry, that is, 
when the adversary does not possess 
similar weapons, (b) in a sophisti 
cated nuclear regime on both sides, 
brought about after yeais of develop 
ment and scoies of billions oi dollats 
of expenditure In fact,we find that in 
this race, enough is not enough l-ven 
after possessing the capability ot 
destroying each othei seveial times, 
both the Supei Poweis find siibstan 
tial reasons to further develop then 
capabilities It is obvious that a 
rudimentary nucleai capability with 
in the possible reach of Pakistan in a 
decade or so does not at hies f any 
one of the piereijuisites of a deter 
rent 

Anothei question is whether Pakis 
tan would benefit tiom the prestige 
or recognition fall out ot a nucleai 
explosion, if ever she decides to 
tarry out such an explosion As we 
have discussed eailiei, the Indian 
nuclear explosion ot 1974 has dispel 
led the awe and exclusivity of nuc 
fear weapons or devices, and tht 
worldwide debate which has tol 
lowed has made it a common know 
ledge that exploding a nucleai de 
yite is not a very difficult task India 
could do It, and countries ol even 
smaller industrial base can do it also 
Nevertheless, India has belief tied 
fiom the prestige effect It is not 
automatically dt»dutil)le that P.ikis 
tan would also benefit as much on 
this account bv exploding a nucleai 
device With widespiead kni'wledge 
ot the ease witli which couuti les with 
even smallei industiial bases could 
explode the devices, and with the 
increasingly active public opposition 
to nucleai weapons in the uidtistiial 
ised countiies, the Pakistani explo 
Mon might be construed as a bi/atie 
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dct and nid\ invite disgust idther 
than piestigi On the other hand, one 
inav question as to whethei Pakistan 
lids diiv CDinpelling leason for pui 
suing piestige and letognition olqet 
lives As has been distussed (.arliei 
India iidd a number of leasons to do 
d) TIdd Cai tei’s reign and the pohtit 
di Londitions ot his tenure i ontinued, 
th( le might have been some motiva 
tioiis foi doing something to diipiiie 
resognition oi at least a nuisanti 
vaiut In thi pitsent politiial tondi 
tion* and the ones to possibly follow 
in the foreseeable futun, and look 
lug at thi lesognition and impoit 
aiKL awaided to Pdkistaii in thi 
wake of Afghan probbin and the 
m'-etuiity in the (ailf any additional 
( ffort in this direction could be sii 
perfluous and coiintct piodiative 
Neirhci could theie be an\ fouste 
able commcicial advantage ot such 
piestige OI ic cognition obtained 
thiough esplocling a iiiic It n device 
It ma^ be aigued and peihaps 
lightly so that Pakistan s ctfoits in 
the development ot nucltai fuel cv 
clc tec hnologies should Ik weliomed 
by those who are opposing luii 
learisatioii of the sub e oiitinent 
Pikistan s postiiif has provided 
moie life irid etc t< innnation lo the 
non piolitcidlion eltoiIs of the woild 
toniniuiutv Had counti i pressure s 
not been tfe>c loiied tiv Pakistan In 
did might lidve been legitimise cl ds a 
quasi niiikai powe t llie tunit in 
dioiisecl bv Pakistan , capafniitv t(> 
follow suit, has not allowi d tfic piess 
uiLS on India to be eased which mav 
he applied even inou iigoiouslv in 
luture A caieful maiiipnlation of 
ihislevciagt bv Pakistan mav ic suit 
in d bettei deal fioni ilic Wc si and 
mav incitasc tlic politic il baiiieis 
igani't India loi bci ctfoits to cn 
hance hti iiiuleai capibilitv An 
ovcit and tactless demunsiiation of 
this lev Cl age c ould ot c oui se ptodiice 
lUst the opposite i lie cts 
Suttue cl to sav (hat India having 
(he advantage oteailv start, si/e dtiti 
sophi'iu iiion Pakistan eannoi have 
t jthc 1 ibe fust OI ihe rnoit ditficult 
second sttikc c ipahilitv Lbitil moic 
than a decade ahead Pakistan would 
have coiiveniional aelodvnamic type 
de liven vehicles and would t>«ob 
ablv be facing iln ballislii veliielcs 
ot India Obvioiislv the pie cmption 
cap.ibihlic's would be with the ballis 
til"-, n )1 with ac I idviianiics It must 
he clta'lv undeistood bv thi policv 
in ikt IS m Pjkist in that India would 
eeit.unlv launch i speech iiucleai 
' piogiiinimc ol a sophist tail'd natuu 
I (w hii h IS well within Its I.ipalnhties) 
I once Pakiaan can us out a nucleai 
c \p)os III Ihiis instead ot being a 
dell Mint, a indmicmaiv nucleai 
i.ai cl lie imi hi altiail aggit ssion 


dnd pre-emption The incentives to 
launch conventional attack with the 
objectives ot toiallv smashing Pakis 
tan’s miliiatv bast would be 
tremendous 

i t would be infinitely supeiior for 
Pakistan it a nonnuclear regime 
could be maintained in the subconti 
iient Pakistan would never be in a 
position to acquire a nucleai capabil 
itv matching that of India, whereas a 
dc’tettelite is brought about only by 
nucleai symmetiy, and not by a nut 
Icai capabilitv alone It would be 
lata) foi Pakistan to attc'mpt to 
equalise the piesent Indian nucleai 
lead by a nucleai explosion Ihis 
would set in a chain ot events which 
would cveiituallv lead to a loinialiv 
nucleai ised India oi subcontinent 
which IS against Pakistan’s securitv 
interests Noihing should be more 
wcliomt ihdti if India teels ton 
tented with it - existing nucleai sta 
tus and does not bring in nuc leai 


Pakistan’s nuclear 
explosion would be the 
coup de grace to the 
I concept of a Nuclear 
' Free Zone in South 

I Asia...The advice to 

I Pakistani policy-makers 
I would be to go slow, to 
j avoid afny hasty 
demonstration of new 
muscle... 


dimensions to Pakistan’s securitv 
problems It must be emphasised 
that Pakistan’s riuclcai explosion 
would be the (iKip de g/dee to the 
concept of a Nucleai free Zone in 
South Asia and would generate ulti 
mate motivations tot India to go 
till the I on Its nuclear path Thus.thc 
acfvicc to Pakistani policy makeis 
would be to go slow, lo avoid any 
hasty demonstration of new musch , 
and exhibit a mote rompiomising 
and coopeiative attitiicU towaids the 
noil prolifc ‘1 ation etfe i is of the world 
community It is gratifving to note 
that a mote cautious and realistic 
posture has been adopted by the 
present administration in Pakistan 
The moot point is that though the 
explosion ol Indian nucleai device is 
a setious event, it does not cieaie an 
immediate thieat to Pakistan’s secui 
itv Of course, if the Indian nuclear 
piogianinii continues unabated, it 
would pose a sccunty problem to 
Pakistan in the medium and long 


run Thus,a short teim equaliser or 
tit for tat will not improve the secur 
Itv environment, but would destroy 
whatever meagre base exists today to 
keep the subcontinent non nuclear 
A diversified industiial base and a 
self reliant nuclear powei industiy 
would make fai important a con 
tiibution towards meeting the possi 
ble midteim to longterm security 
threat cIeated bva projected nuclear 
India A process cinented, rather 
than a pioduct oiiented, develop¬ 
ment approach is theietore recom 
mended Politics ol confrontation at 
this embivonic stage ot nucleai de 
velopinent would do little lo achieve 
an environment of secuiity in the 
long lun and would pioempt the 
evolution of future options 

Fvcii if the Pakistani Icadeiship 
agues to get involved m the Aial) 
Istaefi conflict in a moit direct m*in 
nei and offeis its bomb, which in 
Itself is highly impiohablc* it i- phv 
sicallv impossible to etlcct the actual 
transtei In pc ai e time there would 
hatdiv ht inv Aiah coiintiv, except 
peihaps Lihva wlio would he willing 
to meddle with riiiclt u weapons, at I 
least in the pic suit and toicseeablc 
future poliiiial and sc ciiiitv cnviion 
me 111 And to main a bomb in the 
1 ibvan hands might be a thi cat inou 
to Al CIS thcmsi Ivc s Onlv a SI BM ot 
IKBM ciipabilities with Pakistan, 
which lav not be plaiMible even by 
the tuin ol the pic sc nt ccnuiiy could 
post a nucleai thual to Israel 
The viabihiv of an Aiah nuclear 
tone and a |oint command and con 
tiol svsiem IS highly questionable 
due to mutual hostilities mistrust 
and difteting [lolitical a/imuths 
Only individual Ai ah countiies could 
dtquiie a nucleai capability and 
oltei son i mc'asuie ol nucleai pio 
tectioti to all lilt Atab countries 
Iheie are two couritiits among the 
Aiabs, If 1 gvpt and Iiacj who have 
a definite potential, though not ac 
five and immediate, to acquiic and 
deploy a nucleai capabilitv After 
the Camp David agieement, much 
hope cannot be tied to I gvpt, leaving 
Iiaq whose ObIRAK leatioi has been 
destroyed by Israelis and whose con 
V'titional stiength has been dissi 
pated in its w'ai with Iian However, 
after recuperating fiom the war, haq 
should be in a position to cause 
considerable anxiety to Israel And 
if, due to a change in political --tyle or 
leadership, Egypt comes back to the 
Arab fold. Israeli wot lies would be 
compounded It is well known that 
Israel possesses nuclear weapons in 
the “last wire unconnected” foim It 
IS hoped that she understands that a 
nucleai conflict would result in the 
total annihilation ot Israel, but onlv 
severe losses to the Aiab World 
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The Case for the Bomb 


STKPIfliN P ('OUEN an Aniftn an axpf'il cxdinj/K's Pdk/sif/n’s 
( onipulsians to uo juk Irai 


I t was not until l‘)74 that the 
Pakistan militatv seriously 
addiessed itsell to the strategic 
implications ot an Indian—and 
then a Pakistani—nuclear weapon It 
was then asked by Bhutto to explore 
the military implications of nuclear 
prolifei ation in 1974, although tyi 
donee exists that plans foi a nuclear 
programme began betoie that date 
The aimy s analysis includes the fol 
lowing maioi |>oints 
First it assumes Indian possession 
ot sevcial nucleai weapons oi at 
least the capacity to “go nucleai ’ 
quickly (no published western lepoit 
has veritied this) Secondly Pakista 
nis believe that such Indian weapons 
are diicctcd piiinaiily against them, 
not China llitv ridicule the idea of 
Indians catching up with the 
Chinesi oi that thi>ie ate any seiious 
giounds toi an India China conflict 
Ihiidiv, if Pakistan is the target, 
then the Indian bomb must have a 
militaiv as well as a political 
rationale Thtv geneially see it as 
enabling Indian conventional toices 
to sei/c the test ot Kashmii trom 
Pakistan oi even to dismembei all of 
Pakistan, nuclear weapons hc'ld in 
reserve as a tliieat against Lahore, 
Katachi, Ulamabad, and othei vital 
targets would elleitivelv paralyse 
Pakistan and make it unable to te 
sist Foujthlv, such stiatcgists con 
elude a modest, ' limited' Pakistani 
weapons programme is essential to 
deter India s nuclear toices Taking 
their lead from Indian wiiteis on the 
subject, the Pakistanis have 
observed that the only time nucleai 
weapons have been actually used 
was when the enemy did not have 
them Fifth, possession of nucleai 
weapons not only deterred a nuclear 
attack, but (referiing to the NATO 
example) was an effective deterrent 
against conventional attack 
Some Pakistani and many Indian 
strategists argue that such a Pakista 
ni bomb, besides neutralising an 
assumed Indian nuclear force, would 
provide the umbrella undei which 
Pakistan could reopen the Kashmir 
issue A Pakistani nuclear capability 
would paialyse not only the Indian 
nuclear decision, but also Indian con 
ventional forces, and a bold Pakista 

Excerpted from The Pakistan Army by 
Stephen P Cohen published in India by 
Himalayan Books New Delhi Price Rs 95 


ni strike to liberate Kashmii might 
go unchallenged it Indiaii leadeiship 
was indecisive To a Icssei extent 
such a nuclear toice might enhance 
Pakistan s detcitcnt along the 
Durand Line A maior incuision into 
Pakistan could triggti a Pakistani 
nuclear response, directed against 
‘puiely military targets in Afgha 
nistan oi the Soviet Union The 
weight of these aiguments has led 
Pakistan to pursue tht acquisition ot 
fissile material thtough both the le 
processing and enrichment toutes 
and perhaps othci channels 
1 hose Pakistanis who have thought 
about nucleai pioliferation genet alls 
believe that although the lajiid 
spiead of nucleai weapons is not 
necessaiily in Pakistan’s interests, it 


Some Pakistani and 
many Indian strategists 
argue that such a 
Pakistani bomb would 
provide the umbrella 
under which Pakistan 
could reopen the 
Kashmir issue. A 
Pakistani nuclear 
capability would 
paralyse... Indian 
conventional forces... 


does not threater those interests, 
because the stalls most likelv to 
confront Pakistan alieadv either 
have nuclear weapon' oi arc i apable 
of acquiring them Ni i did the be 
haviour ot Pakistan’s allies do much 
to challenge the obvious implications 
of this analysis China had long le 
fused to transfei nuclear technology 
and subscribed to a doc tune of self 
leliance in nucleai matters, the 
American gevernment at first 
seemed to ignoie ihe Indian explo 
Sion but then tutned its tury upon 
both India and Pakistan fui failing to 
sign the Non Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) It was in any case unwilling to 
piovide cor ventional weapons to 
Pakistan in sufficient numbers to 
balance an Indian nuclear capacity 
(there is some question whether any 


quantity of aims tan in the view of 
most Pakistani officers—balance a 
nuclear wiaiioii in Indian hands) 

P ossession of the bomb will en 
tangle both India and Pakistan in 
an endless senes of calculations of 
“it I do this he will do that and I 
shall have to lespoiid so wh\ don't 1 
iiioM lust’' But in the prc'scnt state 
ol bilateial iiucItaT oiitions the same 
cah Illations art iieces aiilv cairit-'d 
out and this ha^ stived to iiti ‘a.e 
the pitssuie within tht two gocein 
intnts to go ahead with nuu ary 
nucleai piogiammes as msirancc 
against tht other sidt India’, situa 
tioii s toin|)licated by tht existence 
ot a Chinese nucltai force, part of 
whiili could be targeted on India 
itsc 11 The fact th.it a Pakistani nuc 
leai weapon would probably lead to 
an Indian one is not in its* It a 
sufficient bairiei toi Pakistani olfic 
CIS ihcv have iioi fulh thought 
thiough the straltgic balance ol 
foucs that would lesult tioin unli 
mited proliti latioii in oulii Asia but 
thev do not think that it would be 
mou disadvantageous than the pit 
sent situation (in whuh ihev assume 
that India alu idv ha' a cove it nut 
leal cap.niivi II Indians tind this 
conclusion to hi in tiioi, tluv must 
pi natch uassine the Pakistan gov 
cinmt nt in wh.itcvei way that will be 
i oti\ me nig 

lo sum up till It aifc extremely 
pcisuisive stiategic reasons for 
Pakistan to go ahead with a mihtaiy 
nucleai piogiammc even if the poll 
tical diplomatic and economic cost 
IS substantial Assv ming that Pakis 
tan IS going to acquire a nuclear 
weapon (an wt speculate on its 
strategic i oh •* Thei c has been some 
inteiesting disv ussion of this (jues 
tion 111 Pakistan itcentlv, and a few 
remaiks can tie olfered 

As in the case of India, Pakistani 
nucleai planneis will have the choice 
of utilising then niicleat force for 
tactical OI strategH ends That is, 
nucleai devices can be used against 
massed tioop conctiitiations or tan 
be dropped on uibaii populations as 
sheer tetioi weapons tliven thr na 
riire of both economies theie aie 
also various taigets that aie of an 
ambivalent charactei These would 
include maior power production cen 
tres, dams, and irrigation projects, 
none of these would directly cause 
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much loss of life—according to pre¬ 
liminary studies—and thus would not 
be “provocative” in the way that 
destruction of urban areas would be. 

Such writing as does exist on the 
subject seems to indicate that Pakis¬ 
tani strategists favour the most 
dramatic (but realistically the most 
conservative) use of nuclear 
weapons. Nuclear weapons are “ter¬ 
ror” weapons par excellence. There 
is no need to use them; mere posses¬ 
sion is enough to ward off the threat; 
the Koran and modern deterrence 
theory neatly dovetail. Such a 
strategy would also simplify the com¬ 
mand and control problem of Pakis¬ 
tan and would require the minimum 
number of weapons. Accuracy and 
timing not being crucial, it would 
; also simplify targeting and delivery 
i requirements. If proliferation does 
j come to the subcontinent, it is possi¬ 
ble that both India and Pakistan 
would adopt such deterrence-cum- 
terror strategies at first, and later, 
when a stockpile of fissionable mate- 
I rial is developed, consider diverting 
I some of this stockpile to produce a 
i lew “tactical” nuclear weapons. This 
j could well happen if Pakistan felt 
j that It was falling farther behind in 
j its conventional arms imbalance with 
I India, and that its stockpile ol 
; “strategic” weapons was not adequ- 
i ate to detei a conventional war. 
j All of this is grim, but Pakistanis 
i are not necessarily irresponsible for 
I engaging in such calculations It is 
j the melancholy duty of the profes- 
! sional soldier to think of such things. 

I Nor is there much substance in the 
[ charge that Pakistan is somehow a 
I candidate for “crazy" status—that it 
i would irresponsibly detonate nuc- 
' lear weapons or that it would trans- 
i fer them to areas of the world where 
I they would probably be used. The 
military of Pakistan have done self¬ 
destructive things in the past, and it 
cannot be assumed that they will not 
do them in the future. But 1 believe 
that the Pakistan Army has done 
i much to rebuild its professional char¬ 
acter; it is not likely that it will make 
such decisions in the future any more 
irresponsibly than any other state 
confronted with the same perplexing 
set of security constraints. 

I f a Pakistani bomb has some rele¬ 
vance to the threat of India, how 
relevant is it to Pakistan’s new hot 
frontier with Afghanistan or to the 
turmoil of domestic politics? The 
same reasoning that applies to a 
hypothetical Indian attack upon 
Pakistan may be relevant to a 
hypothetical Soviet-Aighan attack. 
Pakistan would be no match for an 
all-out attack, nor would nuclear 
weapons be of much practical use, 
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but they might contribute something 
to the deterrent force at work, and 
they could also serve as a plausible 
substitute for several new divisions. 
Pakistan would not be threatening 
the Soviet Union itself, but only a 
neighbour acting with clear hostile 
intent. Given the vulnerability of 
Pakistan, such a threat might be as 
credible as an Israeli “Masada” 
bomb. But there is a rub. 

If Pakistan were in such dire 
straits that it actually contemplated 
the use of a nuclear weapon against 
an attacking enemy, it might have 
already lost the military edge that 
would allow it to deliver such a 
weapon upon enemy targets. If con¬ 
fronted with the Soviet Air Force (or 
even the Indian Air Force), not to 
speak of a combination of the two, 
could a handful of PAF nuclear- 
capable aircraft survive an initial 
attack or penetrate fully alerted and 
hostile air-defence screens? Pakistan 
might well find its nuclear force both 
provocative and ineffective. 

A Pakistani nuclear weapon would 
be greeted with widespread support 


Nuclear weapons are 
“terror” weapons par 
excellence. There is no 
need to use them; mere 
possession is enough to 
ward off the threat; the 
Quran and modern 
deterrence theory 
neatly dovetail. 



at home (it is practically the only 
issue that Pakistanis do agree on), 
but there is some doubt that it will 
help any regime that does build, test, 
and deploy it. This o the “life- 
insurance” facet of nuclear weapons; 
as the Indians discovered a number 
of years ago—and as all other nuc 
lear powers found out earlier—non¬ 
possession creates some unease and 
public anxiety, but possession barely 
returns the needle to normal. 

Our analysis of Pakistan’s nuclear 
program indicates that it is actuated 
by many motives. The most impor¬ 
tant of these are survival of regime 
and state, but other factors include 
considerations of national prestige, 
nuclear weapons as “bargaining 
chips” with friend and enemy alike, 
and the near-unanimous support for 


the nuclear program among Pakista¬ 
nis of all political persuasions. If any 
outside state wishes to influence the 
Pakistan decision eventually to “go 
nuclear,” it must understand that 
proliferation in South Asia is a com¬ 
plex affair. It is not an event as much 
as a process; the process does not end 
with a test detonation, let alone the 
acquisition of special nuclear mate¬ 
rial. Nor is more necessarily less; at 
certain force levels—should the re¬ 
gion become nuclearised—relations 
between south Asian states and be¬ 
tween the region and external pow¬ 
ers may become more rather than 
less stable. 

To deal effectively with the prolif¬ 
eration process of south Asia, and to 
enable the states of South Asia to 
deal with more basic threats to their 
security, such as slow rates of econo¬ 
mic development, the unequal dis¬ 
tribution of wealth, and political cis- 
order, more is required than quick 
fixes. The best strategy for dealing 
with nuclear proliferation may not 
be the best possible strategy if it 
triggers a conventional war. 

The irony is that the “best 
strategy” devised by nonregional 
states (especially the United States) 
to deal with the proliferation prob¬ 
lem may also have increased rather 
than decreased the rate of prolifera¬ 
tion. An effective antiproliferation 
strategy for South Asia would have to 
identify the minimum-security re¬ 
quirements of both India and Pakis¬ 
tan. 

The most effective approach would 
be one that assists regional states in 
isolating South Asia (or what re¬ 
mains of it, after the Soviet Union 
has finished its task in Afghanistan) 
from superpower conflict and simul¬ 
taneously settles major regional dis¬ 
putes. If these can be dealt with at 
the negotiating table rather than on 
the battlefield, much of the concern 
about the “threat” of Pakistan to 
India, of India to Pakistan, and of 
China to India will be dissipated. The 
states involved can move towards 
their own version of a regional peace 
agreement and devote their re¬ 
sources to their only permanent 
enemy; domestic disorder, poverty, 
and low growth rates. Pakistani arms 
can be left at a level sufficient to 
deter the unlikely straight on Soviet 
or Indian attack but not so large that 
it would enable Pakistan to carry out 
a successful attack on India. There is 
an upper limit of arms which Pakis¬ 
tan need not cross, for to do so would 
be threatening to India; but there is 
an important lov/er limit. Below this 
mix of numbers, quality, and tactical 
disposition Pakistan cannot fall; In¬ 
dia and Pakistan must jointly deter¬ 
mine these upper and lower limits. 
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GUJARAT 

Soianki’s Fight for Survival 


While conmmnal clashes continue 


T he report by the five member 
committee comprising Congres- 
s(I) general secretary G.K. Moopa- 
nar, P. Shiv Shankar, former MP 
Santosh Mohan Dev, UP chief minis¬ 
ter N.D. Teivari, and Rajasthan chief 
mini.ster Harideo Joshi has asked 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi not to 
take any hasty decision, regarding a 
change of leadership in the state. 
Though this is likely to give chief 
minister Madhavsinh Solanki a fresh 
lease ot life, the solution to the 
Gujarat problem is nowhere in sight; 
the anti-reservation movement has 
not died down and communal clashes 
continue with the most recent major 
incident taking place on 20 June, the 
day of rath yatra (chariot proces 
Sion). 

On that day as over 1,000 police¬ 
men stared in disbelief, an elephant 
belonging to the Jagdeesh temple in 
j the Jamalpur area of Ahmedabad 
pushed aside a police van blocking 
the entrance to the temple and flout¬ 
ing curfew orders, devotees rushed 
out to begin the procession. The 
ceremonial rath yatra wound its way 
through riot-torn areas like 
Dariyapur. By the end of the day, 
seven people were dead, six of them 
in the army firing and 11 others 
injured, taking the death toll in the 
past four months to 175. 

It was, perhaps, surprising that the 
death toll at the end of the day was 
not higher. The next day, hundreds 
of Muslim women in Dariyapur and 
Kalupur, defying curfew orders, took 



Tlie rath-yatn processkm in Ahmedabad 


to the streets to demonstrate against 
the army. Some women even knelt 
down on the streets to offer prayers 
as the jawans tried to persuade them 
to go back to their houses. This 
showed once again, the worsening 
communal situation in Ahmedabad 
and the severe limitations even for 
the army in case the authorities 
insist on the prolonged use of troops 
to maintain peace. 

Efforts by the government to per¬ 
suade the temple authorities to aban¬ 
don their programme failed. For ab¬ 
out 100 years now, the ceremonial 
yatra has begun in front of the tern 
pie and made its way through the 
densely populated wailed city areas 
n Ashadh Sud Dooj. The mammoth 
procession always started at seven 
am with the idol.s of Jagannath, 
Balbhadra and Subhadra in separate 
chariots. 

This year,the government was wor¬ 
ried about communal trouble break¬ 
ing out in the city as the rath yatra 
festival coincided with Id. Govern¬ 
ment officials, including chief secret¬ 
ary Sivagnanam met the temple's 
head priest Mahant Ramharshdasji 
requesting him not to bring nut a 
procession. As home minister Amar- 
sinh Choudhary later claimed, the 
Mahant agreed to cancel the proces¬ 
sion. Instead, the deities would be 
brought from the Jagdeesh temple to 
the Vaishnav temple in Saharapur 
for the ceremonial puja. Dr Amubhai 
Shukla, a member of the advisory 
board in charge of the trust, dis- 



20 June 


agreed. He claimed that a few days 
earlier, the police commissioner B.K. 
Jha had pleaded with the Mahant not 
to bring out a procession saying that 
he would have to resign if there was 
trouble. Shukla said that the Mahant 
had initially agreed but changed his 
mind later. This created such confu¬ 
sion even on the morning of 20 June 
that some newspapers said that the 
yatra would not be held. 

The devotees had apparently press¬ 
urised the temple authorities. A reli¬ 
gious leader and founder president 
of Jai Ram Rajya Paksha, Shambhu 
Maharaj (who was detained on 19 
June) announced that if the temple 
did not organuse the yatra, he would 
do so by carrying photographs of the 
deities on the hood of a car. Many 
others were angry that a century old 
tradition was being broken. 

On I he evening of 19 June, the 
police even announced traffic 
arrangements for devotees who were 
to approach the temple on foot from 
various directions in Jamalpur. This 
meant that though the yatra would 
not take place, the people would 
have easy access to the temple foi ' 
pujas and cfaishan throughout tht ' 
next day. In the small hours of 20 ' 
June, more than 1,000 policemen 
were deployed near the temple. 
Vehiculai traffic near the temple 
was banned and the area cordoned 
off. A police van was parked in front 
of the outer gate of the temple com¬ 
pound so that only pedestrians could 
pass. At six am aarti was performed 
and the three deities placed on their 
chariots. Outside, policemen waited 
tensely as thousands of devotees 
rented the air with cries of Jai Jag¬ 
deesh Hare. 

What followed was pure drama. 
The sadhus released about 300 cows, 
with Vermillion marks on their fore¬ 
heads, from the temple stalls and 
then an elephant. On instructions 
from its mahout, the elephant, mar¬ 
ched ahead and pushed the police 
van away. The chariot carrying Lord 
Jagannath was hastily brought for¬ 
ward by the devotees and though 
police officials managed to park 
another van in front of the gate to 
prevent the two other chariots from 
coming out, another elephant inside 
the temple pushed it away. 

The events left the police force 
nonplussed. The home minister said 
later that the police deliberately did 
not use force as the elephants and 
cows present would have caused a 
stampede. The three chariots were 
then pulled towards the fire station 
where the road had been blocked. 
The road block too was removed by 
the devotees and the procession 
moved towards the walled city. In- 
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iti4lly, the procession, did not enter 
the walled city through the Jamalpur 
gate but took another route Just 
when the authorities were hoping 
that the route through the walled 
areas would be avoided, the proces 
Sion entered the walled city through 
the Raipur gate The procession pas 
sed quite peacefully through pre 
dominantly Hindu areas of Raipur 
and Khadia, where riots had taken 
place in March, and Panchkuva, 
where a large number of Muslims 
live At around 2 30 pm, it reached 
Saraspur and then made for the 
Kalupur railway bridge The author 


ASSAM NAGALAND BORDFR 


ities had made frantic efforts to 
ensure that the yatra did not take 
this route (via Dariyapur) The pro 
cessionists had agreed, but after 
crossing the railway bndge, suddenly 
turned towards Dariyapur through 
the Prem Darwaja 
What happened immediately after 
IS not clear because of the confusion 
and panic After the chariots had 
passed through the Prem Darwaja 
and was moving towards Jordan 
Road, stone throwing began The 
efforts of the army contingent, 
headed by Bug SC Katoch, to per 
suade the people not to take the 


Was the Clash Planned? 


Contioversv ov'cr alh'grd statement by Nagaland minister 


D id the Nagaland council of minis 
ters decide on 4 June to wage 
war against Assam’' The day when 
the clash between the police of the 
two states broke out at Merapani, the 
Nagaland chief minister S C Jamir 
told the state Assembly on 24 Tune 
that at no point ot time did his 
council of ministeis ever decide to 
fight a border war with Assam Mr 
Tamil’s denial camt after an allega 
tion by Mr Sentichuba ot the Naga 
National Demociatic Party (NNDP) 
who insisted that the state s forest 
minister Kariba Ao had said in a 
public meeting at Mokokchung on “5 
June that the Nagaland cabinet de 
cided the dav before the Merapan 
incident to conduct operations 
against Assam Replying to Mi Sen 
tichuba, Mr Jamir said it was un 
thinkable that a state should decide 
to fight a sister state and urged 
opposition members to be moie le 
sponsible while making allegations 
against the government 
Mr Kariba who was present in the 
house also denied having made a 
statement but Mr Sentichuba still 
insisted that such a statement had 
been made in the public meeting at 
Mokokchung Even after Mi Kariba’s 
denial, the leader of the opposition, 
Mr Vamuzo stated that after Mr 
Kariba’s highly provocative state 
ment, he had received two phone 
calls from Kohima informing him 
about the speech Mr Sentichuba 
admitted that he understood that the 
state cabinet could never take such a 
decision but he wanted to know why 
Mr Kanba made such statements on 
25 June when the no confidence 
motion against the Jamir govern 
ment came up for discussion An 



NNDP member Mr Veioi Vergo, con 
gratulated Mr Kariba for having pub 
licly declared war on Assam Another 
NNDP member Mr Thinucho sug 
gested that Mr Kariba sfiould hence 
forth be known as the war monger 
minister Mr Kariba was present dur 
ing the furore and was seen smiling 
whenever his name came up 
If the NNDP members tried to 
extract political mileage out of the 
Merapani incident, the chief minis 
ter also whipped up local sentiments 
Some of Mr Tamir’s statements were 
so provocative that it seemed that he 
was challenging the Congress(I) high 
command which had directed chief 
ministers of both Assam and Naga 
land not to make explosive state¬ 
ments on the Merapani issue At one 


* 1 . 


Dariyapur route failed Some people 
even dared the security forces to 
open fire on them Though the army 
had lined up along the route to 
ensure that no violence erupted, 
brickbatting a few hundred yards 
from Prem Darwaja led to clashes 
The army opened fire at three places, 
killing SIX persons and wounding 11 
Three others were hurt when a bomb 
went off in Shahpur Fortunately, 
there were no clashes after the inci 
dents in Dariyapur and Shahpur and 
the procession reached the temple 
that evening 
Tuthar Bhatt, Almailabad 


point, Mr Jamir referring to the 
heavy casualties on the Assam side 
during the clash said, “We have 
taught them (the Assamese) a les 
son” and went on to add that “if 
Assam behaved like that again we 
will not hesitate to do so even in the 
future ” The chief minister made it 
absolutely clear that the Sundaram 
Committee recommendations were 
not acceptable to Nagaland Mr 
Jamir said as-far as his government 
IS concerned the Sundaram Report is 
in cold storage “We have got nothing 
to do with It and we will never 
entertain it,” Mr Jamir said He told 
the House that the Central Reserve 
Police Force personnel sided with 
the Assam police Mr Jamir also 
congratulated the Nagaland police 
for their bravery and valour against 
the Assam police personnel who he 
said, had run away Mr Jamir denied 
that two BSF units had taken part in 
the clash along with the Nagaland 
police 

According to intelligence sources 
in Kohima, the Nagaland police were 
supported by some underground 
members belonging to the National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland 
(NSCN) The sources base their claim 
on the fact that some Chinese 
weapons were used by the Nagaland 
forces which they could not have 
procured on their own Although Mr 
Jamir repeatedly described Assam as 
the “aggressor” in the clash, no men 
tion was made by him of a report that 
at least 1,000 village guards armed 
with daos had reached Merapani 
from Tuensang to fight the Assam 
police The village guards, strangely, 
were met at Tuensang by the depu¬ 
ty commissioner R S Pandey who 
told them to return victorious from 
Merapani Mr Pongom of the NNDP 
lamented m the House that the Tuen¬ 
sang village guards had been used in 
the clash while those from the de 
veloped districts “relaxed” at home 

4rvM ftwiMr, Kohima 
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PUNJAB 


The Bhindranwaie of the Hindus 


Militant Hindus plan to fight 

itf lagdish Tangri is my inspira- 
vtion. He is the only sincere 
leader of the Hindus in Punjab 
today,” said Pooja Sood, a young 
Hindu girl from Hoshiarpur, a 
small town about 120 kms from 
Amritsar. At 21, she is the district 
unit president of the Hindu Shiv 
Sena. Last year, she had completed 
her post graduation in English 
literature. Today, she is under the 
spell of a man called Jagdish Tan¬ 
gri, who is trying to become the 
Bhindranwaie of the Hindus in 
Punjab. 

Pooja Sood has decided to dedi 
cate herself completely to the 
cause of the Hindu Shiv Sena 
headed by Jagdish Tangn. She 


A fter a long time there was an 
exchange of fire between the 
opposition and the Congress(l) high 
command. Shrikant Varma, AICC (I) 
general secretary and the chief 
spokesman for the party is usually 
quick to pounce upon statements 
made by opposition leaders and com¬ 
ment on them. In the last few months 
though, he had not been afforded 
many opportunities to do so. The 
opposition leaders, it seemed, had 
shut shop and sat back, finding prac¬ 
tically nothing to do with themselves. 

The Lok Dal leaders were perhaps 
the only ones who kept themselves in 
the news, issuing statements from 
time to time. A Delhi-based magazine 
had, in fact, sent to press an article 
interpreting the BJP president, Atal 
Behari Vajpayee’s silence as an in¬ 
dication of his desire to step down 
from the leadership of the party. 

But on 25 June—the eve of the 
tenth anniversary of the declaration 
ta the Ejnergency—Vajpayee called 
a press conference to say that even 
today, manifestations of the 
Emergency remain though the 
Emergency may not officially be in 
force. He point^ out several factors 
whicli had contributed to the 
Emergency ethos and which still per¬ 
sist. The building up of a pt^sonality 
cult and the emergence of a caucus 
! around the Prime Minister reminded 


Sikh cxtivinists 

spoke at length to Sunday about 
Tangri, his aims and objectives at 
Hoshiarpur’s Shakti temple, the 
present headquarters of the Hindu 
organisation—with a 100-odd Shiv 
Sena volunteers, mostly Hindu 
youths, surrounding her. Also, in 
attendance were a number of 
young Hindu government em¬ 
ployees. Although she did not 
sound _ mature, she seemed pio- 
foundly motivated. ! 

But P()('ja,*oo, has the makings of a j 
fanatic The manner in which she | 
traced the birth of the Hindu Shiv | 
Sena in Punjab smacked of extrem- i 
ism. “For how !ong could the Hindus j 
have suffered like that ? The govern- I 
ment did nothing for three years | 


one of the pre-Emergency days, he 
alleged. But the most serious charge 
that Vajpayee levelled was that the 
telephones of important persons in¬ 
cluding those of President Giani Zail 
Singh and the outgoing Chief Justice. 
y.V. Chandrachud, were being tap¬ 
ped by the intelligence bureau. He 
also demanded an enquiry into the 
affair and the working of the intelli¬ 
gence bureau. Asked whether he had 
any proof to back his allegation, 
Vajpayee said that if an enquiry 
were to be held, he would produce 
’'documentary evidence." 

Shrikant Varma was fuming in the 
AICCH) office at 24, Akbar Road, 
raring to have a go at Vajpayee. 
Varma, who is also a Hindi poet, 
laces his comments with all manner 
of similies and metaphors; sp^ially 
when he is speaking about an impor¬ 
tant personality like Atal Behmi Va¬ 
jpayee. He began his routine briefing 
by saying that Vajpayee haS 
“embarked on a voyage of lies" 
adding that the BJP president was 
making “wild allegations” because 
he was frustrated. Varma further 
said that it took Vajpayee 30 years to 
beome a national leader while Rajiv 
Gandhi became an international 
leader in just eight months. Accorij* 
infe to him his party is today “more 
democratic than ever before.” 
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when Bhindranwaie was ordering the 
killings of innocent Hindus, sitting in 
the Golden Temple. During that 
period, he ruled Punjab.” Then, after 
apause she said,‘'Puring the'days Bhin¬ 
dranwaie ruled the roost. Jagdish 
Tangri was the only person who 
raised his voice against the man.” 
Pooja had met Jagdish Tangri in 
Hoshiarpur, after Sikh extremists 
murdered the prominent Lok Dal 
leader and president of the state unit 
of the party, Chaudhary Balbir 
Singh, near his farm on the outskirts 
of the city on 10 May. Singh was a 
Hindu and had many Sikh relatives. 
He was on the hit list of the Sikh 
extremists. At the time of writing, 
the town was still under a curfew 
which was in force since 10 May, 
immediately after the murder of the 
veteran leader, following which riot¬ 
ing broke out. More than 50 Sikh 
shops in different parrs of the town 
were set on fire by agitated Hindus. 
Soon Jagdish Tangri appeared on the 
scene and the situation in Hoshiar¬ 
pur worsened in the next few days. A 
top Punjab government officer said, 
“This fellow Tangri is the villain of 
the tragedy in Hoshiarpur. He is fully 
responsible for the apparent Hindu 
Sikh divide in this town. He incited 
the Hindus and the Balmikis against 
the Sikhs.” Alter the murder of the 
Lok Dal leader, Tangri camped in 
Hoshiarpur. And to remain in the 
hmeiight, he also began an indefinite 
fast, demanding the release of his 
right-hand man Sunil Dutt Walia, a 
local Hindu, and other Shiv Sena 
volunteers arrested in connection 
with the incidents of arson and loot 
on 10 May. 

Bhindranwaie, too, had begun his 
morcha (agitation) on 19 July 1982, 
from the Golden Temple in a similar 
fashion. He had demanded the re¬ 
lease of Bhai Amrik Singh, the presi¬ 
dent of the All India Sikh Students’ 
Federation (AISSF) and Thara Singh, 
manager of Gurudwara Gurudarshan 
Parkash at Mehta Chowk, the head¬ 
quarters of the famous Damdami 
Sahib Taksal. They were both killed 
during the June army action in the 
Golden Temple after they were 
arrested by the Amritsar police. 

On 6 June, the Punjab government 
gave in to the pressure and in¬ 
structed the district administration 
to release Walia, who had allegedly 
stabbed a Sikh youth, Gurmel Singh, 
killing him. The release of Walia on 
parole angered the local Sikhs who 
are in a small minority in the town. 
There are 75 per cent Hindus and 25 
per cent Sikhs in Hoshiarpur. After 
ending his fast, Tangri left for 
Ludhiana, his hometown. Mean¬ 
while, violent clashes broke out 
again between Hindus and Sikhs on 6 
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June in Hoshiarpur. The local Hari- 
jans, too, clashed first with the Sikhs 
and later with the police, who 
opened fire in the Balmiki mohalla. 
Ilie Shiv Sena had instigated the 
attack on the Balmikis. While 
Hoshiarpur was burning, Tangri, the 
man who had sparked off the vio¬ 
lence, got himself admitted to 
Ludhiana’s Dayanand Hospital. 

Today the Shiv Sena president is in 
jail. He was arrested under the 
National Security Act (NSA) from 
the Dayanand Hospital only on the 
night of 10 June. The Hindu Shiv 
Sena gave a call for a Punjab bandh 
on 12 June in protest against the 
detention of their leader. The re¬ 
sponse to the call was no doubt 
lukewarm. But Tangri began to 
emerge as a leader of the Hindus in 
Punjab. 

Who is Tangri? What is his back¬ 
ground? How did he suddenly be¬ 
come popular? What are his aims 
and objectives? These are impor¬ 
tant questions in the context of the 
rise of Hindu militancy in the trou¬ 
bled state. Tangn( 54 ), hails 
from the business community 
of Ludhiana, the industrial centre 
of Punjab. He owns a small gas 
cylinder shop in the Gurmandi 
area of Ludhiana’s famous Chora 
Bazar. 

Describing his background, Viren- 
der Pramod, a Ludhiana journalist, 
said: “Tangri has his roots in the 
Jana Sangh. But now there are men 
from both the BJP and the ruling 
party in his Shiv Sena.” Asked about 
the extent of his influence, Pramod 
observed: “He is becoming popular 
among the Hindus. The Hindus feel 
that at least there is someone now to 
promote their cause.” According to 
official sources, Tangri’s party today 
has nearly 200 hardcore Hindu 
youths. The Gurmandi area in 
Ludhiana is the main centre for the 
Shiv Sena’s activities. Highly placed 
police sources disclosed that the Shiv 
Sena boys have also started collect¬ 
ing arms clandestinely. A veteran 
Ludhiana journalist who prefers to 
remain unnamed, also confirmed 
that Tangri is encouraging his Shiv 
Sena to collect arms. 

The Hindu Shiv Sena was formed 
by Tangri in Punjab in 1981. Accord¬ 
ing to Shyam Kumar Kohli, adviser to 
the body, “We formed our organisa¬ 
tion immediately after the beginning 
of the Sikh extremism led by Bhin- 
dranwale.” Explaining the aims of 
the Shiv Sena, Kohli, a Ludhiana 
businessman, said: “We don’t want to 
see India divided. The Sikh extrem¬ 
ists who are being backed by the 
external forces want to break this 


country. The Shiv Sena has given a 
fitting reply to Sikh extremism in 
Punjab. Jagdish Tangri is the only 
Hindu leader in Punjab who took up 
cudgels against Bhindranwale.” 
Kohli proudly disclosed: “Ours was 
the only organisation which burned 
the effigy of Bhindranwale in 
Ludhiana at a time when he was the 
most dreaded man in Punjab.” 

The Hindu Shiv Sena which is not 
affiliated to Bal Thackeray’s Shiv 
Sena in Bombay is a completely inde¬ 
pendent organisation. According to 
Kohli, it has launched a campaign to 
distribute trishuls among the Hindus 
in the state as a first step to fighting 
Sikh extremism. He claimed that 
over 5,000 Hindus have already be¬ 
come members of the organisation. 
Kohli also stressed that “our fight is 
not against the Sikhs. A Sikh can’t be 
an extremist. Our fight is against the 
extremists who have played havoc in 
Punjab during the last three years. 

But Jathedar Ranjit Singh Naaz, a 
prominent Akali leader of Ludhiana 
was emphatic in accusing Tangri of 
inciting both Hindus and Balmikis 
against the Sikhs in Punjab. Howev¬ 
er, the Akali leader did not consider 
Tangri a force to reckon with. Com¬ 
mented Naaz: “Tangri is an ambi¬ 
tious man. He has just cashed in on 
the situation by arousing Hindu feel¬ 
ings in Punjab. Basically, he wants to 


collect money, which he has suc¬ 
ceeded in doing during the last one 
month or so. He wants to contest the 
next election.” In political circles 
there is a strong feeling that the 
ruling party is backing the Shiv Sena 
leader. Shyam Sunder Bhatie, a RSS 
activist and a leading Amrhsar in¬ 
dustrialist, alleged: “Tangri has the 
support of the Congress(I) 

Tangri is a controversial man in 
Punjab today. But he seems to have 
captured the imagination of the Hin¬ 
du lumpens. All these illiterate and 
semi-literate Hindu boys can be seen 
holding trishuls in the Shakti temple 
of Hoshiarpur and Gurmandi in 
Ludhiana. They have no goals in life. 
But they will not miss an opportunity 
to indulge in arson and loot when the 
chance comes. But the real tragedy is 
that Tangri is being lauded by 
inent Hindus in Punjab, many of 
them educated people. 

The Hindu Shiv Sena leader is 
certainly not a well-known figure in 
Punjab today. But he is showing signs 
of emerging as Bhindranwale’s Hin¬ 
du counterpart. A Ludhiana journal¬ 
ist aptly described the new Hindu 
Shiv Sena leader: “Like Bhindran¬ 
wale, he is also fiery and communal. 
He may not be a Bhindranwale today 
but he is following the same line.” 

Sanfmav Omit, Amrttaar 


BLACK MONEY 

The Growing Menace 


The union government to plan remedial measures 


I t confirmed the worst suspicions. 

For years, economists had been 
making rough estimates, but the first 
ever report on black money in India 
released by the government on 24 



June confirmed that the total black 
money generated in the country 
amounted to almost a fifth of the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

The 601 page report titled ‘Aspects 
of the Black Economy in India, pre¬ 
pared by the National Institute of 
Public Finance and Policy, was sub¬ 
mitted to the government in March. 
According to its estimate, the 
amount of black money in the coun¬ 
try was between Rs 31,584 crores and 
Rs 36,786 crores in 1983-84 which .is 
18 to 21 per cent of the Gross Domes¬ 
tic Product. The report also esti¬ 
mates the amount of black money in 
the economy in the years 1975-76 and 
1980-81. In both the years, the esti¬ 
mates range between 15 to 18 per 
cent. 

Treating the black money problem 
from ail angles, the report has other 
gloomy disclosures to make. Accord¬ 
ing to its estimation, the tax evaded 
income was between 69.95 per cent 
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and 73.51 per cent of the income that 
should have been taxed for 1975-76. 
For 1980-81, the tax evaded income 
was three-fourths of the total taxable 
incpme at between 74.21 per cent 
and 76.99 per cent. These incomes, 
the report clarifies, do not include 
incomes generated by activities like 
smuggling. The estimates of tax 
evaded income have in fact been 
derived by comparing the actual pay¬ 
ment of tax during the year with an 
estimate of the tax that should have 
been paid according to the income 
distribution worked out indepen¬ 
dent of tax receipts. 

The union finance minister Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh disagreed vehe¬ 
mently. While releasing the report, 
he said he did not believe that in¬ 
creases in government spending had 
anything to do with black money, and 
clarified that the finance ministry 
did not subscribe to this finding of 
the study. Moreover he said, with the 
recent decision of the government to 
permit private companies to donate 
to political parties, the question of 
black money funding political par¬ 
ties did not ari.se. 

The report identified key areas 
like e.sfate, film industry, construc¬ 
tion, large .scale manufacturing, and 
smuggling where black money is 
generated According to its a.ssess- 
ment. complete or partial supression 
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of total receipts, exaggeration of ex¬ 
penses and under valuation of assets 
continue to be the common methods 
of black money generation. 

Black money is spent mainly on 
consumption, says the report, except 
in the case of businessmen who rein¬ 
vest it to generate more black 
money. It was found that black in¬ 
come was converted into real estate 
holdings, undisclosed or under 
valued stock in trade, ornaments, 
precious .stones and benami financial 
transactions. A novel method of 
laundering black money is to ex¬ 
change it against foreign exchange 
remittances in the form of gifts. 

The"report also discusses the possi¬ 
ble ways to bring black money into 
the mainstream of development 
activity. Among its proposals is a 
suggestion to initiate a “national 
fund” for slum clearance or similar 
social objectives with an initial capit¬ 
al of about Rs. 100 crores. Deben¬ 
tures could then be floated with a 
maturity period of ten years with an 
eight per cent rate of interest. No 
questions should be asked about the 
source of funds invested in these 
debentures, the reports advise. The 
value of these debentures and in¬ 
terest on it would be liable to income 
and wealth tax but not to gift tax. 
Asked if this was just a variation of 


the bearer bonds scheme, the finance 
minister replied that the debentures 
would not be transferrable like the 
bearer bonds. He pointed out that 
the government was still examining 
these proposals and only after a 
detailed scrutiny would they be 
accepted or rejected. 

There has also been a proposal to 
devalue the Rupee, which the fi¬ 
nance minister has ruled out. “We 
have no intention to devalue the 
Rupee,” V.P. Singh asserted. Other 
drastic measures like easing of ex¬ 
change controls were also ruled out 
by the finance minister. But sugges¬ 
tions to be “considered in due 
course” included reducing customs 
and excise duties to prevent smug¬ 
gling, reducing physical controls and 
introducing dual pricing in more 
areas. The minister pointed out that 
steps had already been taken in this 
direction. 

One of the significant suggestions 
in the leport is that “black wealth” 
in real estate, bank deposits, com¬ 
pany deposit.s, shares and deben¬ 
tures of Indian companies held as on 
31 March of the previous year and 
declared to the income tax author¬ 
ities should be taxed at 50 per cent of 
the e.stimated income. Wealth de¬ 
clared under the scheme would be 
liable to wealth tax from the year of 
declaration. Once again, the minister 
said the government would have to 
examine the proposal. 

Mr Singh also hinted that the gov¬ 
ernment wa.s thinking about the re¬ 
medial measures suggested in the 
report, like discouraging tax evasion 
and measures for better enforcement 
of taxes. To tighten the existing 
loopholes and bring more errants to 
book, the minister indicated that the 
government was thinking of either 
eliminating or considerably diluting 
the doctrine of Mens Rea. This would 
make prosecution of offenders more 
effective he said pointing out that 
judicial intervention was one of the 
major obstacles in the process. The 
doctrine of Mens J?ea dictates that 
the prosecuting authority has to prove 
before a court of law that the accused 
has violated tax laws with the inten¬ 
tion of tax evasion. The government 
is now thinking of shifting the onus 
of proof to the assessee. 

An interesting suggestion by the 
study is that there be a “floor level” 
state funding of election expenses of 
candidates both for the Lok Sabha as 
well as for Vidhan Sabha elections. 
Asked for his views on this proposal, 
y.P. Singh refused to comment. “But 
it would be examined by the govern¬ 
ment,” he said. 

A SpecU Com^tomhat, Maw IMM 


Bombay: The Submerged City 



On 25 June life in Bomba)', for the second time in the month, came to a grinding halt. 
The heavy rains took their toil; house collapses left 24 persons dead and IS others 
injured. For over 24 hours, the city remained under water leaving people to wade 
through neck-deep water In some areas. Photi^aph by Rashid D. Bamanbehram 
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MADHYA PRADESH 

A Return to the Fold? 


S. C. Shukla attempts a comeback to the Congress(I) 


S hyama Charan Shukla, a tormer 
chief minister of Madhya 
Pradesh and the brother of former 
union minister V.C. Shukla has been 
trying to return to the centre-stage of 
Madhya Pradesh politics. And in 
order to consolidate his position, his 
first move has been to try and en¬ 
gineer a comeback into the Con- 
gress(l). 

When he tried to merge the entire 
state unit of the Congress(S) with the 
Congress(I> after his party’s big de¬ 
bacle in Madhya Pradesh in the 1980 
Lok Sabha elections, there have been 
reports about his entry into the Con- 
gress(l). Shukla was a membei of the 
central executive of the Congress(S) 


and he had feft that the office¬ 
bearers of the erstwhile Madhya 
Pradesh unit of the Congress(S) 
would be accepted as office-bearers 
in the Congress(I) in their respective 
capacities. Indira Gandhi, however, 
did not agree, because of which, 
Shukla continues to be in the cold. 
But he IS still hopeful and is trying to 
persuade the high command to the 
take him back. In 1984, Mr Ram 
Gopal Tiwari, the then chief of the 
Madhya Ptadesh PCC(Ij had de¬ 
clared that he had spoken to the 
Prime Minister about the entry of Mr 
Shukla to the Congress(I) and even 
said that the announcement would 
be made soon. Unfortunately for 


him, Mrs Gandhi removed Tiwari 
from the PCC(I), and Motilal Vora, 
now the present chief minister re¬ 
placed him, Tiwari, who has publicly 
advocated Shukla’s entry into the 
Congress(I) is no longer a major 
force in the state. 

Mr Shukla has some influential 
supporters like Kamalapati Tripathi 
and the AICC(I) general secretary 
Mrs Rajendra Kumari Bajpayee, who 
is related to him. Still, efforts were 
more by certain leaders to invite S.C. 
Shukla to a number of political con¬ 
ferences in Madhya Pradesh last 
year where Rajiv Gandhi and Indira 
Gandhi were the chief guests. 
According to Shukla’s supporters, it 
was Arjun Singh, the former chief 
minister of the state, who prevented 
Ins entry into the party. They claim 
that Arjun Singh convinced the Con- 
gress(I) high command that Shukli’s 
return would create instability in the 
•State unit of the party. 

With Motilal Vora taking over as 
CM, Shukla has reason to feel opti- 


WEST BENGAL 


Left Front Wins Corporation Electhms 


T he Left Front, since it came to 
power in West Bengal in 1977, has 
been steadily losing ground to the 
opposition Congress^)* f^ver the 

years the urban support for the Con- 
gress(I) had been growing. While in 
the 1982 Assembly elections Calcutta 
city’s voters were evenly divided 
between the Left Front and the Con- 
ue^sd) there was a dramatic shift in 
theirprefef encesduring theDecember 
Lok Sabha eleaions when Congres- 
S(I) candidates polled more votes 
than their Left Front rivals in 114 of 
141 municipal wards of Calcutta. The 
stakes for both the Left Front and 
the Congr^l) were, therefore, very 
hdl^ tn city civk pells held on 30 
JiMte ■'■after ,116 -years,-' • 

; ^ the last dvic poUs held he 
CFlfldj-ied Left Frtmtwon the 
maitaity'but the CongretsU) on re- 
toroiag to power In West Bengal' in 
1972, ^ dismissed the elected civic 
body before it could complete .its 
^ve-yeed' tenm. Saice iben ■ 
iOeai>>appointed administrators had 
bmm nmnisg ^ Coin>orstfWk, 
Surpdsing poitsme end jpojitical 
flditorvers alike, the Left 'Frotst 
fuRmd tlu» tables on the Coagtessl^) 
1b a eeeHmw battle for thecoatrol of 
l^alcatta Corporscton. £b acfaiimrmm 
tbs Lett Froitt; 'won 71 of 14} seats 
while dw Ctmgre^l) wen 67 seats. 
Twe of the teBUdhing seats vrent 
t!m Bhmvtiye ienata Party'(BJF) add 


one to an independent candidate. 
The verdict came as a desperately 
needed shotdn-the-ann for th* Left 
Front and none too sdon. 

While the Left Front’s sttebeas is in 
many ways a personal triumph for 
chief minister Jyoti Basu who aitnost 
singlehandedly managed the Front’s 
campaign, the Congfess(I)^ dismal 
performance is a manifestation of 
bitter infighting. To grab the credit 
for an anticipated poll victory prom- 
inent state leaders of the Congressfl) 
fought bitterly among themselves 
and at least three distinctly iidentifi- 
at^e factions led by former finance 
minister and recently appointed 
West Bengal Congress(I) chief Fra- 
nab Mnkherjee, former rallwey 
, miiashMr AiB-A. Gha# Klnm Lhdw* 
dhury and union Ihw'miniuer 
Aidioke Sen emerged imfore the 
polls. To make mmters wane Prime 
hihaister Rajiv GazttBd agreed to let. 
' W^t Bengsd^forraer diief minister, 
ihldhar^a fmssikar'l^ campaign 
for the Gon8Feae<I),nmch against the 
«/"'»adies.-i» ^ parw ^adees.;,'; 

The bangressiD lost nwny seam 
, hecatiee of ^ party dissideiamt {tfap. 

'■•ent htto*™ . 
^^resulm'aiio.hidieatk-thidc-B^^ 


Sabha elections has receded: While 
voters still favoured Cottgressfl) in 
the core of the city it is &e frini^ 
areas, recently brought under the 
city corporation, which really clin¬ 
ched the issue in favour of the Left 
Front. Also, there may have been 
some erosjon in the Con^essttj 
l^ularity because Prime Keister 
Rajiv Gimdfai referred fo Os 

a ‘dying city.', 

Poor polling due to Inclement 
weather and indifference trf the vo¬ 
ters also contributed to the Coiig;re)i' 
s<I)’s defeat as did the exclusion ol 
some 600,000 voters, imhtding ihe 
law minister Ashoke Sea who.;hmi 
voted in the Lok Sabha eteetiona, 
from the list of eligible vomrs for-bbp 
civic polls. 

Although the iLeft FfOnt 
.chargn 'of thp' td» 
paper thin' :■ 

eflitainee its .<t£hr' i 

ihect'idgf ■ 

..'eeveB'-i _. 

foi^. L-. .. 

AlecfeiL itm itt w4»m ■’;|S 

' wtpild' mttuift- 
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mistic. It is believed that Vora will 
eventually reguire Shukla’s support 
to cope with the Thakur lobby of the 
Congress(I) which claims allegiance 
to Arjun Singh. Meanwhile, in an 
informal meeting with local journal¬ 
ists, Shukla claimed that several 
irrigation and other development 
projects he had launched in the 
Chhatisgarh area during his chief 
ministership between 1975 and 1977 
were discontinued when Arjun Singh 
took over, which led to a loss of 
several crores of rupees. Shukla also 
said that he had met Rajiv Gandhi 


twice in recent times and claimed to 
have very good relations with him. 

But Shukla’s reentry into the Con- 
gres.s(I), despite Arjun Singh’s abs¬ 
ence will not be easy. It is believed 
that Jivan Lai Sao, a former par¬ 
liamentary secretary who lost the 
Legislature Assembly seat from Ra- 
]ini in Raipur district on a Congres- 
s(I) ticket has complained to the 
state PCC(I) and the Prime Minister 
that Shukla had helped his rival, the 
BJP candidate Punit Ram Sahu in 
the Assembly elections this year. 

Speculations have already begun 


BANGALORE 

Growing Pains 

It is the costJiest city in the country 


F or some years now. Bangalore has 
become the fastest growing city 
in the country. But recently, it was 
revealed that Bangalore i.s also the 
costliest city in India. According to 
the statistics computed at the Labour 
Bureau in Shimla, the Indian rupee is 
worth only 15.43 paise in Bangalore. 
This IS the lowest among the 10 
Indian cities with a population of 
over a million. Bangalore also has the 
highest consumer price index—648 
points—among the ten big cities, 
indicating a higher cost of living than 
any other city. 

The news is hardly surprising con¬ 
sidering that Bangalore is the fastest 
growing city in the country. Its 
annual growth rate is an astonishing 
7.6 per cent, probably only second to 
Mexico City’s eight per cent. Most 
people believe the city’s high growth 
rate to be the prime reason for the 
high cost of living. Says S.R. Bommai, 
senior minister in the Ramakrishna 
Hegde cabinet who has been in 
charge of the finance and revenue 
portfolios: “There is simply no doubt 
that it IS the tremendous population 
explosion, mainly due to migration 
into the city, that is responsible for 
this debacle.” This view is corrobo¬ 
rated by the noted economist and 
former education minister, V. K. R. 
V. Rao who feels that the inflow of 
money, both black and white, being 
brought in by the immigrants is the 
prime reason for the high cost of 
living in the city. 

During the last decade. Bangalore 
has undergone a major demographic 
change. Between 1971-81, the city’s 
population increased by 76.2 per 
cent, double that of the previous 
decade (37.82 per cent). The growth 
was the highest among Indian cities, 
a clear 20 per cent more than Delhi. 



In actual terms. Bangalore’s popula¬ 
tion increa.sed from 1.6 million to 2.9 
million in just a decade. From being 
the seventh largest city in 1971, it 
rose to the fifth position by 1981. The 
city’s population is likely to go up to 
six million by 2001 AD. 

The spurt in population coincided 
with the increase in industrialisation 
when the late Devraj Urs was CM. By 
the late Seventies, Bangalore had 
more than 30 per cent of the state’s 
industries and nearly 50 per cent of 
the industrial workers. Industrial un¬ 
its sprang up in Hosur on the Karna- 
taka-Tamil Nadu border, a bare 40 
kms from Bangalore loo. Areas for 
industrial development were also 
earmarked all around Bangalore city. 
Among the first to take advantage of 
this liberal industrial policy were the 
enterprising immigrants from Bom¬ 
bay and Gujarat. It stimulated trade 
and investments flowed into Banga¬ 
lore. By the early Eighties, the sales 


in the state about what Shukla 
would do if Kamalapati Tripathi and 
Mrs. Bajpayee succeeded in bringing 
him back. Political observers believe 
that his entry into the Congress(l) 
would give him another opportunity 
to become the chief minister. The 
pre.sent chief minister Motilal Vora, 
however, remained non-committal. 
He told Sunday that Shukla’s entry 
into the Congress(I) was a matter to 
be decided by the high command and' 
any comment on the question was ^ 
beyond his jurisdiction. I 

M.V. Hhar, Raipur . 


tax collection in Bangalore city 
amounted to nearly 60 per cent of the ^ 
total collection in the state. ' 

This industrial, fiscal and demog- , 
raphic boom has not kept parity with i 
the growth of the city’s infrastruc- | J 
ture. This is easily manifest in the ^ 
housing problem. Though there has ' 
been a considerable increase in hous- ' 
ing, it has in no way matched the 
growth of population. The Bangalore 
Development Authority has func¬ 
tioned tardily and its distribution of 
sites is abysmally low. The problem 
has been aggravated by the popula ' 
tion influx with rich immigrants will¬ 
ing to pay very high rents. In the late i 
Seventies, house rents in Bangalore 
shot up, as thousands of Iranian 
students, who swarmed the city, were 
willing to pay up to Rs 1000 for a 
single room. The population boom 
has put tremendous pressure on the 
city’s civic amenities and the per unit 
cost of basic needs like water, power 
and transport has increased faster 
than in any other city. After the 
Janata government came to power, it 
increased the power and transport 
rates more than once and this has 
also led to the high cost of living. 

‘Inadequate’ is the word one hears 
frequently. From power to transport, 
everything is inadequate. Karnataka 
was a power surplus state in the early 
Seventies when the boom first began, 
but now it faces power shortages. 

The Bangalore Transport Corpora¬ 
tion operates only about 1000 buses, 
when it needs about twice the num¬ 
ber. This has led to a 231 per cent 
increase in the number of private 
vehicles in the decade between 1971 
and 1981. At present. Bangalore has 
more two-wheelers than there are in 
the whole of Tamil Nadu. 

The water crisis in the city is so 
acute that the water board does not 
hesitate to take desperate measures 
like inviting a yogi to pray for rain. 

The city is supplied with 345 million 
litres of water a day which is only 
one-third of its needs. Of this, nearly 
40 per cent is consumed by industries 
and as a result, domestic consump- 
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tion is just 70 litres per capita per 
day as against the prescribed 200 
litres. At the present rate of growth, 
it is expected to plunge to 41 litres a 
day by 2001 AD. To supply more 
water, the government is spending 
Rs 240 crores on the Cauvery Scheme 
to supply water to the citizens of 
Bangalore from Cauvery rj ver which 
is 100 kms away. As this is a part of 
non-plan expenditure, the people of 
Bangalore will have to pay heavy 
taxes. 

A report of the Study Group on the 
Strategy of Urban Development set 


F or the consumer already rcehng 
I under an accelerated cost of liv- 
i ing. the news that sugar prices may 
rise to about Rs ten a kg ts not 
heartening. In a country that is repu¬ 
ted to have the largest area under 
cane cultivation in the world, the 
government has been forced to im¬ 
port sugar to prevent a scarcity in the 
market. It is not surprising that the I 
industry has put the blame squarely 
on the government. 

In a spate of highly publicised 
advertisements in major dailies and 
magazines, the Indian Sugar Mills 
Association (ISMA) described the 
state of the Indian sugar industry 


up by the ministry of works and 
housing, government of India, says: 
“Today, much more than Calcutta, it 
is Bangalore which should make us 
sit up and think over the problems 
brought about by reckless and uncon¬ 
trolled migration and urbanisation... 
a process which is marked by mas¬ 
sive inflow of capital as well as 
labour into the region, contributing 
to benefits accruing mainly to the 
new migrants while imposing severe 
strains on the old resident popula¬ 
tion...” 

ChUmmnd Rajgtmitm, Bangatorm 


graphically—“...conversion of India 
from an exporter of sugar to an 
importer, staggering losses to the 
tune of Rs 800 crores, an annual 
price subsidy of Rs 300 to the con¬ 
sumer and now, a possibility of a 
scarcity due to the faulty imple¬ 
mentation of the government’s dis¬ 
tribution network.” 

With production in the current 
sugar season (October 1984 to May 
1985) pegged at 62 lakh tonnes and 
consumption at 74.42 lakh tonnes, 
the prospect of a shortage is indeed 
great especially in the free sale mar¬ 
ket. With the governmegt’s policy of 
partial decontrol over the industry. 


65 per cent of the total stock is sold 
as levy sugar which is distributed 
through ration shops, while the re¬ 
maining 35 per cent is available in 
the open market. However, even this 
35 per cent is subject to government 
control in the form of periodic re¬ 
leases sanctioned by the ministry of 
food and civil supplies. 

Given the production estimate of 
62 lakh tonnes for the 1984-1985 
season, the 35 per cent of the avail¬ 
able sugar works out to 21.70 lakh 
tonnes. With the opening stock of 10 
lakh tonnes and the three lakh ton¬ 
nes available to new units for free 
sale, the total amount of free sugar 
available is 34.70 lakh tonnes. Out of 
this however, the government has 
already released 30.85 lakh tonnes of 
free sugar leaving 3.85 lakh tonnes 
available for the remaining four 
months for the period June- 
September 1985. During this period 
there will be a shortage of about 10 
lakh tonnes. 

The main cause of this discrepancy 
between availability and require¬ 
ment has been the indiscriminate 
releases by the government, espe¬ 
cially during the period before the 
elections. Extra sugar has always 
been released during the festive 
months from September to Novem¬ 
ber but last year the releases were 
substantially higher as compared to 
the year before. The free sale sugar 
made available to the market for 
December 1984 was 4.35 lakh tonnes, 
a 45 per cent increase over the 
corresponding figure of three lakh 
tonnes for December 1983. Effective¬ 
ly then, despite the 65:35 ratio offi¬ 
cially drawn by the government, the 
release and the consumption of free 
sale sugar has been higher than 35 
per cent. In 1983-1984, the consump¬ 
tion of free sale and levy sugar was 
almost the same, at 37 lakh tonnes 
each—increasing the ratio to 50:50, 
while the free sugar release at 30.85 
lakh tonnes during the first eight 
months of the current sugar season 
has increased the ratio to 55:50. 

The government has been forced to 
resort to large scale imports, to pre¬ 
vent a vacuum in the open market. 
Already five lakh tonnes have been 
contracted from the international 
sugar market for the period from 
April 1984 to January 1985, while 7.1 
lakh tonnes has been bought for the 
period from April 1985 to June 1985. 
But while there have been imports, 
as one spokesman of the ministry of 
food and civil supplies put it, “the 
sugar stocks are not being lifted and 
distributed in time.” It is this faulty 
distribution network that has led to 
an increase in prices as well as a 
shortage. Most of the stock is sup- 



SUGAR INDUSTRY 

A Bitter Pill _ 

India, a former exporter, now imports sugar 
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posed to be sold at controlled rates at 
less than Rs six per kg through 
specified outlets such as super¬ 
bazars. But about 50,000 tonnes are 
also being auctioned at primary cen¬ 
tres in the country, through the Food 
Corporation of India, to private 
traders. 

In theory, the logic of importing 
huge quantities of sugar in order to 
contain galloping prices, is irrefut¬ 
able but this does not work in prac¬ 
tice. Even industry sources feel that 
though the import of sugar was a 
necessary evil, it should have been 
done efficiently. Says Pradeep 
Narang, managing director of Jagat- 
jit Industries, “The government just 
does not have the machinery to dis¬ 
tribute this sugar in the open market. 
It should be routed as levy through 
the ration shops." This is what the 


ministry of food had done in the past 
two years when there were imports. 
What the industry and the consumers 
fear is the 1980-81 situation when 
despite substantial imports, sugar 
was available at an incredible price 
of Rs 15 per kg. 

An explanation as to why the gov¬ 
ernment insists on this policy, is the 
rate at which it gets the imported 
sugar. A sugar mill owner .said that at 
present sugar is available at approx¬ 
imately Rs 2.50 per kg in the world 
market. Taking local prices which 
can vary from Rs six to Rs. 6.50, into 
account, and the cost of transporta¬ 
tion and distribution, the govern¬ 
ment still makes a profit. Even if 
imported sugar is sold at the fair 
price shops at Rs 4.40 a kg the 
government would still stand to gain. 

Certainly the industry could do 


with some help from the government. 
While 65 per cent of the output is 
given to the government at rates 
below the cost of production the 
industry is expected to recover its 
loss on levy sugar by selling the 
remaining 35 per cent in the free sale 
market. But though the object of this 
dual pricing is laudable, the industry 
has suffered a staggering loss of Rs 
800 crores over the past three years. 
The indirect control of the price of 
free sale sugar through untimely re¬ 
leases, which amounted to 55 per 
cent of the output this year, has 
caused a drop in free market prices 
as against the rising cost of produc¬ 
tion. Cane arrears have piled up to 
an astonishing Rs 500 crores and the 
industry is hard pressed both in sale 
and purchase. According to Narang, 
“What used to be a cash crop has now 
become a credit crop No wonder the 
cane growers vvi.sh to divert their 
product to khandsan and g'.ir units, 
which untrammelled by government 
curbs, are economically more vi¬ 
able ■’ 

Belatedly, however, the govern¬ 
ment does seem to realise the obsta¬ 
cles to sugar distribution, as it is now 
planning to divert some levy sugar to 
the open market which, in any case 
caters more to the bulk consumers 
like soft drink manufacturers and 
halwaii The union minister of food 
and civil supplies, Rao Birendra 
Singh, has already told the chief 
ministers of the various states about 
the importance of immediate de¬ 
spatch and sale of the imported 
sugar. Simultaneously, raids are 
being carried out against traders who 
have been hoarding sugar. 

Though the common man will 
assume that high sugar prices are 
due to the avarice of the industry, a 
sugar mill owner said, “The govern¬ 
ment allows high cane prices to the 
cane growers and low retail prices to 
the consumers. Unfortunately, the 
industry is stuck between two power¬ 
ful vote banks.” For an industry that 
manufactured 84 lakh tonnes just a 
few years ago, the current output of 
62 lakh tonnes, proves that things are 
certainly in a bad shape. An ISMA 
official said, “the government talks 
of closing down sick units, but there 
are factories in Bihar which only 
function for ten days in a year, and 
we cannot close them down.” The 
government needs to take a few more 
steps to avert the crisis. Otherwise a 
once-thriving industry, which ex¬ 
ported over Rs 800 crores of sugar in 
1975 and 1976, may just have to 
increase its present imports valued 
at Rs 200 crores to a level that would 
certainly sign its death warrant. 

MekMa Chantin, New Delhi 


INDIAN RAILWAYS 

Computer Aid 


T he Indian Railways, the second of seekmg external aid Is becoming 
kirgeat railway system in the more pronounced and popular in 
world, has finally decided to com'- goyerament officer 
putarise its paasenrar reservation The. World Bank is expected to 
and /fre^ht operauetu. The first advance a loan of 280.7 million US 
Jihaae of dhe project will be com- doUarf to meet the Rs S20 crore 
pletedby 1990. In fact, the railways computerisation plan. An agree 
had compoterised frai^t and ment was signed between the Indi- 
wagon opcxt^oas than four an au^orities and the World Bank 
yaers ago end the seat, reservation on 25 1984, according to which 

bs^nacouple of yearn back. These htdian Railways , were to hire a 
schatnes, however, were nob- consultant within 60 days which it 
starters but the present govern- failed to do and finally ended up 
mest has fe-ktitiated the inroject raying commitment charges of Rs 
with renewed vigour. A positive 70,000 for each passing day after 
effort was made when a technical the mentioned date. So far, the 
team wait dispatched to England -^verhment has already paid over 
and Canada to observe the systems 1^ 1,93 crores. 
there. - The railway authorities plan to 

A Canadian aiency, Caaac, has buy two super computers of 10 
been chosen to assist in the freight mwon bytes .per second and an 
operation computerisation prog- hnpoited system, probably VAX 
ramme. The entire imoject, hiclud- 280, is likmy to be chosen. This 
ingaoftware and ha^ware costs, is computer will handle around 
worth Rs ZSO croms. Transraark, a 45,000 transactions including tick- 
British firm was rejected in favour eting, reservations, modifications, 
of Canac since the latter has prom- cancellations, refunds and alloca- 
ised to finish the project by 19M, or tioh of seats and berths every day. 
the latest by 1991. The Canac sys- The super computers will be linked 
tern » claimed to work on IBM to tiuee smaller systems which wiB 
systems as well as on IBM compati- be procured indigenously. The 
bles. CMC Xad (Computers Maintenance 

The selection of a foreign firm Corporation) tuts been entrusted 
■ has been critkdsed sever^ and adth hardware maintenance ser* 
local agencies mrc asking wl» a vkes and in return will be paid Rs 
Canadian firm has been invited crore by 1989-90. With the iutro- 
, when adeouate knowhow exists at duction of this computer, to handle 
’ home. Many eyebrows, were also fheight operations involving four 
I raised when d>e tailwapa did not l^h wagems, efficiency is expected 
float «K> apm global tender to iSviite to increase by 20 per cent, 
local consultants. Many Indian 
manufaetttrers feel that the trend M em i te Wartigt New BaM 


60 


SUNDAY 7—13 July r9M 











L NEWS 


THt JOSEF MENGELF CASE 

Tracking Down the Devil 


The "Angel of Death’ piobably diowned two years ago 


J osef Mengele the notorious dott» i 
of the dreaded Au.chwit? tonten 
tration camp wheit millions of tne 
mies of the Third Rtith weic in 
terned and exterminated was one of 
the most wanted Na/i ttiniinals 
Although thousands had looked foi 
him toi nearly foui dtcadi s and huge 
sums hod betn otltud for finding 
him, dead or alive he was miei 
caught But rtetnth scientists liom 
Brazil West Germany the United 
States and 1st at 1 ‘aid that a body 
) exhumed fioiii t'le jiavc on tin out 
skirts of Sao P nilo Brazil was with 
in icasunablt stitiitilic ccitaintv 
that of loscf ^ftnttle Hit police 
wert followirif. a tip tiom the West 
German authorities that Mengele 
was in Sao I’aiilo Hit tip kd tht m to 
the Austiian immigiants Wolf tarn 
and Liselofti Bosstii who admitted 
shtlteiing tht infamous Nazi tnmin 
al Thts kd tht police to tht town of 
I mbu 17 link s Irom S lo P iiilo and 
to the grave wlitie Wtngele who 
lived undti the assumed mint of 
Wolfgang (jtihaid was buiitd The 
Bosstits told the polite th it Mt ngele 
had died while swimming on 7 1 thru 
atv f97‘j 

As tht lit ws broke pt ojiit all over 
the woild wondered how Mengele 
could have eluded justite for almost 
foul detades despite i woildwidt 
seaithfoi him Intact demands foi 
tail mtensifitd seaith for Mengele 
weie made on the oetasion of the 
40th anniveisaiv of the end of World 
War II in Euiopc Mengele who had 
a piiee of 10 million Ueutsehmaiks on 
his head was responsible tor some of 
the most baibdiK crimes in the Nazi 
concentration camps of the Ihird 
Reieh Duiing his tenuit as lesident 
doctor of the Auschwitz concentra 
non camp he killed foui lakh in 
mates and carried out tht most inhu 
man experiments on them particu 
larly on twins, in ordt r to obtain 
biogenetit information In lact his 
victims, mainly lews, interned poll 
tical prisoners homosexuals Rus 
Sian prisoners of wai and Jehovas 
Witnesses named him the Angel of 
Death ’ Mengele was obsessed with 
Auslese, Zucht wahl and Rassen 
rewheit or selective breeding and 
racial purity 

After the sensational disclosures 
by the sadistic doctor’s son Rolf 
Mengele that he kept in touch with 
his father and even met him occa 


sionally, a number of people 
appeared to be unhappy about the 
way the searches were conducted 
Accoiding to Rolf Mengele, the doc 
tot had been in constant touch with 
his family in Germany received con 
tributions of 400 Deutschmarks ev 
ery month and even played host to 
his son and his aged father when they 
I weie II' Brazil Rolf Mengele also 
disclosed that his father wrote to him 
regularly and even sent him a num 
bet of photographs Sadly ont 
reason why the search for Mengele 
proved fruitless was because no au 
rhentic and contemporary pictures of 
his were available The ones on the 
wanted posters which hung in va 



Josef Mengele 


nous South American cities were 
from the 1940s 

Rolf Mengele in an ext 'usive in 
teiview with Bunte a West Geiman 
weekly said that he first met his 
fathei in 1956 dui ing a skiing holiday 
in ‘twitzerland wheie Mengele was 
inti oduced as an unc le Rolf Mengele 
was then 12 years old Thiee years 
latpi he was told that “his uncle” was 
actually his father Rolf Mengele 
regularly corresponded with his 
father right up to the time of his 
deatl in the swimming accident In 
fact Rolf now a lawyer in Fnedburg, 
even visited his father two years 
befoie his death and it was he who 
first confirmed that the skeleton ex 
humed on the outskirts of Sao Paulo 
in Brazil was ot Tosef Mengele 


Rolf Mengele said that his father 
never leptntcd his crimes When 
asked why he did not give himself up, 
he told his son, ‘ For me theit are no 
ludges only levenge seekers" 
Accoiding to Rolf he justified the 
killings by leieiiing to his victims as 
people whose lives were worthless 
“He had nevei undti stood that no 
qne Fas the tight to ludgt whether a 
life IS worth living, leave alone des 
troy such a life,’ Rolf Mengele said 
He added that while he did not share 
any of his father s views ht did not 
want to betray him 
According to Roll Mengele, one 
reason why the sleuths never found 
his father was bt cause they had 
always looked fot him in the more 
affluent sections of South American 
towns while his lathei lived in ab'cit 
poveity in the pooi and duty aiea 
Meanwhile Simon Wiesenthal t' i 
world’s leading huntei of Nazi in 
minals has written to We't German 
{ hancelloi Helmut Kohl requesting 
him to hand over the money prom 



Rolf Mengele 


ised as reward for finding Mengele to 
the victims ot Auschwitz Rolf 
Mengele spoke exclusively to Hunte 
only because the magazine has piom 
ised all resenue fioni lepnnts and 
copyiights to be made ovei the vie 
tims 

Although Mengele’s life might be 
ovei his actions still haunt many of 
his victims His death by drowning 
has removed the possibility of bring 
ing him to justice But as Henrv 
Sobel, a rabbi in Brazil has said, 
“Mengele’s death does not leaily 
affect us What affected us was his 
life He destroyed Jewish bodies and 
Jewish souls We will never forget 
We will never forgive ” 

fCwita Tahikdar, Bonn 
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Whatever happened 
to Behram Uncle 
and a few important 
tips on how to use 

a flash. 



Poor Behram Uncle. There he was, all ready for a shot with 
his grandchildren and the photographer did him in. If only 
the chap was a little closer, the light from his flash would’ve got 
Uncle Behram into the picture. 

Actually, using a flash is easy, but the trick is in controlling it 
to get a good image. Here are a few tips on how to make your flash 
your camera’s best friend. 


India Photographic Company Limited — a Kodak affiliate 
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Understanding your flash 



Your flashgun is your greatest 
asset when existing light is too low 
— It provides your camera with 
almost the same light as daylight 
Another advantage is that you c an 
also use the flash in daylight to 
restore detail and pleasing c olour 
rendition in backlit portraits oi to 
achieve a better exposure when your 
subject IS in the shade A flash can 
also ‘freeze motion — good when 
you re shooting frisky kids Knowing 
your flashgun and its abilities 
(whether it's a built-in flash or a 
separate equipment) could be one ol 
the best things that happened to 
your photography 



Flash points 

It you have a built-in flash, take 
care that the flash window is above 
the lens, not below Ignore this lule 
and you end up with monstrous’ 
f. ictures — shadows thrown 
upwards 

Give youi flash enough time to 
ler barge (a little indicator will tell you 
when it s leady) and it will give the 
same intensity of light as before 
Always remember to carry fresh 
batteries 

Since the actual light thrown on 
the subject is impossible to gauge, 
the exposure has to be calculated on 
the basis of guide numbers 

Take rare your fingers or the flap 
of your ramera case remains clear of 
the flash window if they block it, 
underexposure will result 

Some points to remember 
If you re using a flash against a 
white wall or a reflective surface, look 
out for glare If you can t change 
camera angle, put a handkerchief or 
far lal tissue over the flash to cut 
down on glare Remember to adjust 
your speed to the recommended 
number (1 /bO of a second is a safe 
bet — to avoid partly blackened 
exposures — generally expenenced 
at higher speeds when flash- 
sync hronization goes haywire) 

If by chance you use a long 
exposure or leave the camera on 
auto and the auto has decided the 
situation needs a long exposure, you 


will get one of two effects Tfie first is 
an overexposed image, tfie second 
an interesting blurred picture plus a 
sharp image from the flash — a 
fascinating effect 

A built-in flash seldom can light 
subjects beyond 20 feet (6m) 

See the flash or camera instruction 
manual to find the distance range of 
your unit 


Kodak and professionals agree 
that a camera is as good as the film 
in It Which IS why wo put so much 
effort into providing photogiapfiers 
with the finest range of films, 
processing chemicals and papers 
Products responsive to any situation 
able to capture the textuies richness 
or subtlety of mood 

Even more important Kodak 
products are reliable and consistent 
in their quality Year aftei year Bate h 
after batch 

If you re serious about your 
photography, keep r ompanv with 
the people who are as serious about 
It as you are Kodak 
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Kodak — an internationally 
renowned name in 
photographic excellence. 
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NEWS 


NEPAL 

Trouble in Shangrila 

Bomb blasts kill eight parsons in Kathmandu 


E ven as King Birendra of Nepal 
stated that he would thwart any 
“attempt to undermine peace and 
order in the kingdom,” in the wake of 
a peacefulcivil disobedience move¬ 
ment launched by the banned Nepali 
Congress, fanatical anti-monaichists 
were plating time bombs inside im 
portant buildings including the royal 
palace in Kathmandu The blasts 
which began on 20 June left at least 
eight persons dead, over SO iniured 
and the rest of the population in a 
state of panic. 

The bomb-blasts, however, are not 
temporary aberrations. There have 
been frequent outbursts after King 
Mahendra, father of the ptesent 
monarch. King Birendra, introduced 
the partyless panchayat system, after 
imprisoning the then Prime Minister 
B.P Koirala, a number of cabinet 
ministers and members of the Nepali 
Congress (a party which is still ban- 
nedi in 1960. This put an end to the 
democratic ambitions of the popula 
tion of Nepal and began the spells o! 
violence which have continued inter 
mmently till 1976 before B.P Koirala 
returned from voluntary exile in In¬ 
dia and decided to discard violent 
methods to gam political control 
Instead, he spoke of “national recon¬ 
ciliation.” stating that his old party, 
the Nepali Congress, “was not 
against the institution of monarchv ' 
but had realistid its necessity under 
the circumstances and “accepted its 
constitutional form.” 

The first signs that this summer 

- - .' i ■ 
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would be one ol discontent in the 
Himalayan kingdom came on 14 May 
ivhen a delegation of the banned 
Nepali Congress led by the party’s 
seniormosi leadei Ganesh Man 
Singh, Kiishna Prasad Bhattrai and 
G P.Koiidla met the King giving him 
a memorandum asking for a restruc¬ 
turing of the panchayat system, and 
the “immediate restoration of the 
multi party parliamentary polity and 
the Qnconditional lelease ot all pris¬ 
oners," 

Troublt'. however, began on 20 
.June when bomb explosions in the 
King’s palate, the Parliament and i 
Hotel Annapurna rocked ihe city 
killing five people including a legis¬ 
lator Dambei Bahadur Guruiig and 
iniuring 20 others The Nepali Con¬ 
gress, which had been leading the 
civil disobedience campaign (about 
7,000 people have already been | 
ariested) condemned the attacks and I 
temporarily called off the movement j 
The next day, while troops paraded 
on the streets and guarded the royal 
palace, the police began intensive 
searches, ariestiiig 126 suspects and 
finding about 100 bombs Mean¬ 
while, the toll rose to eight witfi 
blasts taking place in a government 
store, a police station and a customs 
office m Birgunj 

A group which called itself the 
Samyukta Mukti Bahini claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the blasts. Leaflets 
thrown on the streets in the capital 
said that the terrorists would strike 


K* 



Gurkha troops marching through the streets of Kathmandu after the blasts 


again. Another radical group, the 
.Janwadi Morcha, an underground 
organisation also claimed responsi¬ 
bility for the blasts in a letter signed 
by its president Ramraja Prasad 
.Singh and two others. But moderate 
opposition leaders were arrested 
along with senior members of the 
Nepali Congress and the Nepali Com¬ 
munist Party Among the leaders 
arrested were Maj Narendra Baha¬ 
dur Thapa, brothei of former PM 
-Siirya Bahadur Thapa. Also arrested 
was a Nepali (initially identified as 
an Indian), Ra,finder Singh, on the 
Indo-Nepal border for carrying ex 
plosives into Nepal During inter 
rogations, Singh told the customs 
that an Indian naiiona) had handed 
over the package to him. piomising 
tfi.it it would be collected across the 
boi der 

As the Cl ISIS deepened, the 
Nepalese Parlianu-ni urged strung 
ineasiues to fight terrorism, l-’ive 
former Prime Ministers—K N Bishta, 
Tulsi Gin, T.P.Acharya, N P Rijal 
and S B Thapa—urged King Birendra 
lo tighten security measures. Despite 
the Idct that two groups had claimed 
lesponsibilitv. a number of people 
blamed India tor the blasts After she | 
<ill-too-taniilim bogey of the foreign i 
hand was raised liy C S J hapa, the 
King’s press secretary, several mem¬ 
bers of the Panchayat also ciiticised 
India for allowing the tenonsts lo 
run camps along the Indo-Nepal bor¬ 
der. Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s 
statement ol sympathy was also not 
“played up” by the local radio sta¬ 
tion and privately, a number ot peo¬ 
ple have been blaming India for the 
blasts. But the Nepalese government 
has indicated that India’s help would 
bi' sought in order lo arrest the 
political extremists responsible for 
the blasts. Demands have also been 
made for the resignation of the 
Lokendra Bahadur Chand ministry 
by members of the Panchayat. 

Life in Kathmandu, at the time of 
going to press, is slowly returning to 
normal but an air ol uncertainty still 
prevails with the security forces 
guarding strategic areas. Entry to 
government offices have bee res¬ 
tricted, Hotel Annapurna where 
three persons died on 20 June has 
been closed down and entry into the 
Sangha Durbar (the secretariat) bar¬ 
red. The home minister of Nepal, Mr 
Jog Mehar Sreshta, said in a state¬ 
ment to the Rashtnya Panchayat 
that the government w'as checking up 
on the activities of terrorists in¬ 
volved in the explosions. The govern¬ 
ment is also believed to be looking 
into allegations about the foreign 
hand, and investigating the sources 
of funds and arms for the terrorists. 

A Comapomimat, Cakutta 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Making Waves 

T he dreams of Bengal's 
swimming sensation 
Bula Choudhury came true 
on 30 June when she left 
for Sydney with Austra¬ 
lian coach Eric Arnold. 
According to earlier 
arrangements, she was to 
be trained by Bernard 
Johnke in East Germany. 
The plan fell through 
when the West Bengal gov¬ 
ernment failed to give her 
the promised aid. A few 









Bula Choudhury; s’v^imming to 

industrial houses agreed 
to sponsor her training 
trip to the US, but this too 
did not materialise. Never¬ 
theless Lady Luck smiled 


. . .«V(, 


on her: at the initiative of 
Eric Arnold, the coach for 
the national swimming 
probables of the Asian 
meet, Bengal’s water baby 


crossed the Indian Ocean 
to begin her training in 
Sydney for the forthcom¬ 
ing Asian Games. She 
already has a redoubtable 
record: recently in New 
Delhi’s Talkatora Complex 
she won three gold medals 
in the Federation Cup 
swimming meet, creating 
new national records in 
the 400m individual med¬ 
ley, 200m butterfly and 
100m freestyle. Will this 
young swimmer bring In¬ 
dia glory? 
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Ram Nath Goenka: undaunted lighter 


No Browbeating Please 

T he grand old man of press has 
Indian journalism, fortunate!; 


Ram Nath Goenka, has 
been re-elected the chair¬ 
man of the Press Trust of 
India(PTI). Having mod¬ 
ernised its services to a 
considerable extent dur¬ 
ing his last term, Goenka 
feels the PTI should diver¬ 
sify its services to various 
regional languages, as he 
has done with the publica¬ 
tions of his own group of 
newspapers. Chairman of 
the Indian Express group, 
Goenka has a fighter in 
him. Whenever he per¬ 
ceived a threat to the 
fourth estate, this un¬ 
daunted chtimpion of the 


press has spoken up. Ui - 
fortunately he had many 
occasions to do so. Recent¬ 
ly when the Gujarat police 
at the order of the Solanki 
government, entered the 
Jansatta press (Gujarati 
daily of the same group) 
and seized copies of the 
daily, the chief reacted. 
Reminding Solanki that he 
had seen many such 
attacks, his Indian Express 
kept up its reporting on 
the mess the Solanki gov¬ 
ernment had created in 
Gujarat. The attack on 
Jansatta has only lent a 
sharper edge to Express’ 
reporting. The old man 
will not be browbeaten. 
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The Spirit is the Trouble 

fj ISesearchers in England 

r^t ■ Shave identified che 

I l\ micals in alcoholic bever 

ages that may account for 
£ III migraine headaches that 

r t ® r I ar® touched off by alcohol 

III / in some people The che 

V » / /" micals, especially plenti 

1 / ^ ful in red wine, the worst 

^ offender for migraine suf 

ftrers inhibit an enzyme that deactivates substances 
that produce headaches A research team at Queen 
Charlotte s Hospital. England, said that many red wines 
can (duse a complete inhibition of the enzyme but white 
wines have less of an effect Among spirits, vodka and 
gin had the least effect and were less inhibiting than 
white wine oi brandy No relationship was found be 
tween a beverage’s alcohol content and the extent of 
enzyme inhibition 


A Portable Life-saver 

R estarcheis at the Saint Vincent de Paul hospital in 
Pans have given a new lease of life to voung 
childicn who are struck with diabetes Dts Pierre 
Bougncics and I abienne Landier have developed a 
poitable insulin pump which continuously supplies in 
sulin This has shown a spectacular improvement in the 
contiol ot glyccmia (the presence of glucose in the 
blood) Though the pump ha^ been experimented on 
adults It has not been applied to childten below ten 
vtars ot age The Miciojet MC 20 or the portable pump 
comprises a rhin lube which connects a 17 mm needle 
implanted in thi subcutaneous tissue This is linked to a 
pump weighing 180 gms The pump is carried on the 
child s back to picvent him from touching it and is 
batterv operated Moreover the pump can be program 
med and ope rati d on two speeds the first speed ensures 
a steady flow ol insulin that has been predetermined 
Ihf other speed tan be obtained by pushing a button 
which iniccts an additional dose of insulin at meal times 
111 the diabetK patient 


Spewing Lava in the Pacific 


A huge underwater vol 
cano and othei fea 


— I #^cano and othei fea 

iQi tures have been disco 

JHK vered by scientists work 

JMB ing on the largest project 

to date to map the ocean 
floor Analysis of compu 
g ' tei generated pictures 

produced by a sonai imag 
ing system during a 100 
day voyage last year yielded ‘ stuff that has never been 
seen bcfoic said Dave Cacchione one of eight US 
Geological Survey scientists to make the trip aboard the 
British ship Ijinclld Hit volcano ISOO feet (4^50 
meties) beneath the Pacific Ocean off the northern 
California coast and which with its crater is six miles (10 
kms) wide showed signs of recent activity the geologists 
report 

Harmful for the Brain 

P arkinson s disease whu h leads to body spasms and 
muscle stiffness is patilv caused by excessive use of 
pesticides according to a top C anadian researchei 
Andre Barbeau head ot nturobiology at the Clinical 
Research Institute in Montical said he found mote 
victims of Paikin on s disease in agricultural areas 
sprayed with exceptionally high levels of pesticides He 
noted that aging and genetics wcic other factors that 
caused the disea-.t 


Discovering a ^^Living Tank” 

S oviet scientists have found the remains of dinosaurs 
that loamcd what is now Mongolia’s Gobi desert 60 
to "^0 million vears ago A loint Mongolian Soviet expedi 
tion has discovered the skeleton of testaceous ancylo 
calling the ctcatuic a “living tank with thick plates 
of stone at mour weighing several tons ” It said the 
scientists al>o found a huge skeleton of torbosaur, a 
meat eating reptile with sharp notched teeth 


Vaccine for Fighting Tooth Decay AIDS: The Search For a Cure 


A rest arch in Britain 
has come up with a 
potentially quick cheap 
and simple way of prevent jAJr * 
ing dental disease Scien 

tists at the Royal College ^*lVy 

of Suigeons’ rtseaich 

establishment at Downe '^nii 0 ^ 

have dtvfhped a vaccine 
again t sticptococcus 

milt tils the bactet la which is largely responsible for the 
process which leads to tooth decay The project began 
mole than ten veais ago In animal studies the vaccine 
has pi ovi d 80 pei cent effective against dental caries 
and hay ing passe d safety tests, is now ready for clinical 
trials in humans Prof Newell Johnson, director of the 
project assetts that the vaccine may prove useful to 
Third World countries which are now seeing an upsurge 
in dt nidi dec,IV as their diet becomes more westernised 


I n 1*ngland, Edinburgh 
University’s department 


■ University’s department 

ot vetennaiy pathology is I ^ 

about to begin a five year 

programme of research on 41 # X I 

the immune system in J 

sheep which is likely to 

help them investigate the 

causes of AIDS the at 

cjuited immune deficiency 

syndrome, in humans The work is aimed at understand 
ing how the immune system works, and how immune 
deficiency states aiise as a result of viral infections 
Immunological studies in sheep have contributed to a 
large extent to immunology research because the 
sheep’s immune system has unique features The new 
programme is being financed by the Agricultural Food 
and Research Council and is linked with the Moredun 
Research Institute, Edinburgh, which is noted for the 
study of diseases in sheep 


WustrMom Subrata Qangiiy 


SUN0AY7-'l3yMy1«l 




VARIETY/Sundayweek 
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ARIES (15 April—14 May) 

Firidncidlly youi prospect'- 
m "I'^oid extrava 

Qdnce Tlii'- is rn excelli'ni 
week for bii' lessmen and 
professionals Great ve drti‘ts and intellec 
luals will also find this pha e fivdiirable 
On the domestic front a sodden inm of 
events will relieve you of a lot of te ns on A 
pleasure trip is in the oH np Howr vr 
guard your heallh closely 
Good dates 8 ^ and lO 
Lucky numbers 1 3 and i 
Favourable direction Norih 


LEO (15 August—14 Septem- 

Th s IS dn exitemely 
fni lucky week for most of you 
I he domestic front will re 
man insprinq md most of 
yoL w 'I q iin itirough nher lance Spor's 
mer incl art sts w II benef i from this 
tdvouratilf phase However Ih ‘ is nol a 
qood per od for lovers A letter at the end of 
Uu week will hriiiq pleasdnl surpr se But 
watrh ynui health i losely 
Good dates 9 lO md 11 
Lucky numbers 6 nnd 8 
Favourable direction South east 


B SAGIHARIUS (IS December— 
14 January) The first half of 
the week s not very promts 
ny Dumest c problems will 
con'inue 10 bother you tut do 
not aet depressed as things will brighten 
up soon Your health will add to your 
problems Sorial engagements w II keop 
you busy during the -.econd half of the 
week r nancial prnspecic will look up and 
d pledsani lourney awats some of you 
Good dates / to and 12 
Lucky numbers 3 S tnd 6 
Favourable direction North 


TAURUS (15 May—14 June) 

This dlavOLiiiht wers'at 
lunnnit 'lul voui I n y 
W II ll (I l( I 1 M ((Kell 
fiirnl andieiii't w I 
partcularly helpfu fho < hop 1 n I 1 i 
promolion on th( prnl(>,on i ‘n'r i vv II hi 
rewarded But br- rarelul 1 i 1 nr) w ii 
ycurr sipmors hiu 1 1 atn ■-i di 1 
and watch your he-ilth //rlrh hi < 1 r 
pleasant ‘urpr'-r 
Good dates 11 t"’ mu 1 < 

Lucky numbers J 1 it 1 
Favourable direction I 1 


VIRGO (15 September—14 
October) Profess onals rnd 
3 j hi IK ':nien arc adv sed to 
f jr\ ue caul eu^ n 'tie r de il nq"- 
tti week Financid ly th s ' 
nut Clio' pei od rni you ma\ hrvr 'o 
bill iw loney ''hr derneilr Ironl w I'add 
k yuji wjirf^ How'ver the ptnse s 
IIV )ur il e ter i o lit ho md manage 
ncqi 1 il t ■■ Th i Ir j lliil week lor 

S I fl I 

Good dates ' 't aid "t 
Lucky numbers 3 aid n 
Favourable direction Nrr'h w< st 


CAPRICORN (15 January—14 
^' ^j i j February) Tq s s not r good 
L ^ YL- 'hese III love pi My 

k quarrels rnay Icsd to 

A esltanoed relation'hps 
Dus nesD ne' "hnj d hr w irv of der eplion 
Your III alth w li ilso bother you Hovrever 
th s 1 ]o Id pr'i nd for tho'^e employed m 
the pr V ate '■ei tor art 'ts and sport mer A 
letter w II br nq qood I d tigs toward' the 
middle of the week 
Good dales p lO and 12 
Lucky numbers 4 h mid 8 
Favourable direction Foutheasi 


GEMINI (15 June—14 July) 

Ynur I nine 1 tri [ t 
J J rift 'ui t r uhl Ih vVi f I- 
I r' yP" '"Ti utdci , h' K 

L 'nruri n 1 a lol il txpc d 11 i 
Profes'onalb 'mud d'*dl dpimiitcily 
wilh Itie r uper nr Tlii wi ok i uii' 
header ng for lo/ft's S'udoit wl i 
out Sucre 3ul neximnatnr' ltd i't Ur 
will br ng good ru ws I awyi r' and r ' ' 
nans w 11 als f 'id th s 1 favoiiral le 1 h 1 r 
Good dates 7 8 and 9 
Lucky numbers 2 f and b 
Favourable direction bnuUi 


LIBRA (15 October—14 
November) M ' ‘ortune' jre r 
tore foi all oi \ou 1 ov 
are jdv ed li postpone mai 
r igephii' Pro'e'-soni iir 
I Koly |o enrno lor -.evoic ii li I'-n tron 
I lilt 1 * r i[) o\t t 1 ' 1 o 1 e ol/nu may evr n 
I hr III' ‘‘•irs'd I'tu nt,,fTirn should bo 
w iry t dccei 1 f i At ti m r you m iv be 
■n ' undeislo id by "oeonr' lose lo you 
llov^evi r a Irtlei w II ‘ii nq good t iinq' 
Good dates 8 to m t 11 
I Lucky numbers I b i ui r 
Favourable direction vi ith 


B AQUARIUS (15 February—14 
March) iti a vety lutky 
week toi I vee student' and 
hii' ne 'men Dnnctsquan 
L^?T-Tim-i!SM dei iwiy the oppoiiuni'es 
t'lat lome your wa/ H iwr vei prcoperts 
look tile Ik lor (irofes onals andfrinrnily 
vou ire n tor j tnd pha't- The ti«*a'tl o' 
youi hHrcnwiI add to your worreBut 
t'l s ihr deal ton to 'etll' law >ui'b 
ppitannq tr ptopr-Tly tnaMi r 
Good dates 8 m and 13 
Lucky numbers i 4 and b 
Favourable direction West 


Bjn y^ CANCER (15 July—14 August) 

This is a week ol m xt 1 
fortune'. Professional may 
cone n for severe cric'm 
trom their superiors jru 
businessmer are likely to suffer a etbac k 
Financial prosper'. are not too br qhl ir d 
on the domestic front your wife may sud 
denly fall sick However this is a favour ih'i-' 
period tor those in love The Iasi Iwo d iv 
are particularly favourable for aiii.ts 
Good dates 10 ii and 12 
Lucky numbers 4 5 ano / 

Nvourable direction West 


a SCORPIO (15 November—14 
December) Tfi s we^k i paii 
(ulailvluiki r lovei'’ Stu 
rjeni whu' n appeiiodloi 
I oinpet e i xam nation' w II 
coiiu HJi w th fly rip ( oioui Bu'inessmen 
ir d ptcle->-.oiMi w i nuke steady head 
lA ly Howi VC 1 1 r of you -ire I kely to 

s d'ei lo 111 b . I ck Avoid underiaking 
p (■ I jif ti [I The ' ibovi 4‘) should br 
iielu ol Uv r h' illM 
Good dales 9 Iv and ia 
Lucky numbers 4 '' and 8 
Favourable direction North east 


PISCES (15 March—14 April) 

c - J For those ntendmg lo gel 
maiiied this is the ideal time 
to execute plan -. It you want 
' (r mdrKl (Q i,tail a new business this 
' the nq'' I me lo cl i m Profess onals 
should t r I lit elders be'o.e chanq nq their 
proffc'Sion tienls md rehlives w I'prtive 
tiolplul n lesolvmq domestic riroblems 
Tho'-f above lO stiouid guard Iheir health 
closely 

Good dates 7 i? and 13 
Lucky numbers 2 / and 8 
Favourable direction North 


For those born beiween 15 June and 14 July 

Mo'lofyrju'iivi ir n 1 mi I ibli Ih r .' Ir l kn iwk d ii T hi lind lo qui I oi wlnlever 4i ki , you i. illoqir il Ttii' i' true eve n with 
riUfion I' J rr',ull ol wh r h you lun Ill'll ir I uiid i i I'lil ni) w ih oldi i (leopm You lie ,il i idvt nluiou . and you I kt lo exploio the 
unknown '-.ornr ol you m i mul onal imi il I n ' /OUi hr irliuli ov( i your tie ui Youiiuyiun nio'.oriou'Ir lubk'il you do not 
r iirb your till 11 Ol I ik r q h I'.ly ill I I oi W iru n Imiii iluimi) I'li. pr nod are u uilly very li iriiwoikinq and hk ible 
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VARIETY 


This India 


P 9 

rTicK£nei^JJS!^^f- [FOLICeMAH. 
T/^V£U£l^f(A 7T 




VISAKHAPAINAM A voung lad, who 
toi the thrill of it travelled tuketless 
in a tram, gttw up to Income a custo 
dian o) the law and display mg laie 
honesty paid the i ail\sjvs the fare — 
some 20 veat s latei Btvai a Samuel, a 
point tonslablt, sent Rs ^0 to the 
lailwav authoiities at Waltair lecent 
Iv, statinp that he had travelled sans 
ticket tiom Vizianagaram to Parvathi 
put am and Raiahmundiv during his 
childhood He lequested that the 
amount he accepted pleading that a 
child’s peccadillo be paidoned 
However the railway authorities le 
plied that the actual fare for the 
lournev was not Rs 30 but Rs 71 
Samuel immediate Iv sent them the 
balance—free Piess JourndJ (VN 
Tambekai, Pune) 

MADRAS Mr Charan Singh is the 
United Nations secretary general, 
George Beinaid Shaw, an union mini* 
ter and fioiitiei Gandhi, Khan Abdul 
Ghaffai Khan, the external affairs 
minisit r These are some of the how 
lers by candidates who appeared foi 
the general knowledge test for the 
group 1 services of the Tamil Nadu 
Public Sei vice Commission in 1978 79 
Some had named the former state 
chief secretary, Mr V Karthikeyan, as 
the UN secretary general Others said 
the former President, Zakir Hussain, 
was responsible toi the partition of 
India Sarojini Naidu was the first 
qualified Indian lady doctor who pre 
pared medicines foi diseases like 
malaiia and rabies Some had defined 
an oasis as “a sort of wine widely used 
by the deseit people ’ The howlers 
were published m the annual report of 
the Tamil Nadu Public Seryice Com 
mission, which was placed on the tabl,. 
ot the Slate Assembly lecentiy — fhe 
le/egtapJi (Piaveen Rai ’ iianbad) 



ALLEPPEY They were born togethei, 
grew up together, practise the same 
profession, shaie the same name and 
aie not separated eyen by maniage or 
in then sick bed The two octogenarian 
Goyindaramans, who are presently in 
a single sick bed at the district hospit 
al, suffer from no serious illness It was 
only at then friends’compulsion, that 
they got themselyes admitted to the 
hospital They ate cared foi by their 
beloyed wife, Janaki (67) who recalls 
her wedding day, when both men had 
tied a fha/i on her at the age of 11 Now 
they are a family of 12 including then 
children The twins are farmers and 
also practise avurveda They eat from 
one plate, sleep on a single tot and 
speak simultaneously —The Time*, of 
India (Naveen Rai Dhanbad) 

JORHAT A tree has been attracting 
huge ciowds foi Its pecuhai beha 
viour Located fiye kms away from 
Jorhat town, it rams occasionally Wa 
ter IS seen coming out ol its leayes 
According to tne local people the tree 
rams continuously for five to six days 
and then stops toi a few days Water 
comes out of its leayes especially on 
sunny days It is said to be veiy tall 
and the local people call it the ghila 
tree —The Sentinel (Gaun Prosad Sar 
ma Bezbora, Guwahati) 

BELLARY A school teacher who ar 
riyed here by bus got the sui prise of 
his life when he opened his suitcase to 
find currency worth Rs 80,000 Police 
said the suitcase apparently had been 
accidentally switched during the jour 
ney The teacher later sui rendei ed the 
suitcase to the police and sought help 
in locatmg his own suitcase The police 
Haye commended his honesty and the 
I ivestigatioii IS on —Indian Expies<> 
(Hema Girish, Bangalore) 

DtVANGERE A strange case of 
elopement, where a bridegroom ran 
away with his bride on the day of the 
wedding, has come to light The local 
unit of the Communist Party here had 
arranged four marriages at the sub 
registrar’s office recently The other 
three couples were all there, but not 
Thipperudrappa, the fourth groom, 
nor his bride Anasuya Later, it was 
reyealed that this was to be Thipper 
udrappa’s third marriage He had 
allegedly taken Rs 9000 from the 
father of his new bride His first wife 
came to know of it and complained at 
the party office But before the mar 
riage could be cancelled, Thipperud 
rappa eloped with the bride, taking his 
brother and sister with him —Deccan 
Heiald (K R Suresh Kukkilaya, 
Barkur) 


Without Comment 


Rajiv Gandhi is only pio- India— 
Shiikant Varma, indicating that 
theie has been no ideological tilt 
towards either the USA or USSR, 
in Tunc 

I do not want West Bengal to be 
turned into a deseit—Jyoti Basu, 
asserting that the state goyern 
ment had eyerj right to inyite 
multinationals to set up indus 
tries in West Bengal, in The 
Statesman 

I 

I am enjoying my freedom—Atal 
Behati Vajpayee, when asked 
whether he missed Parliament, in 
The lelegraph 




There haye been lots of people 
who opposed me in the film 
world, but I triumphed, didn’t 
So let’s see what happens in poll 
tics—Amitabh Bachchan m The 
Week 

The Ament an people arc slow to 
wiath, but once their wrath is 
kindled, it burns like a consuming 
flame— Ronald Reagan, on the hi 
jacking ot the TWA airliner, in 
The Times, London 

The modern terrorist is megalo 
mania plus high tech—Editorial 
in The Economist 

When I sec waste heie, 1 feel 
angry on the inside—Mother 
Teresa, on the money being spent 
oil the Festivals of India in I ranee 
and the United States, in The 
Times of India 

I was never a ptofessional (in 
films) 1 could not survive in the 
world ol cut throat competition— 
Sivaji Ganesan in Indian Express 


prlM At 30 tor ttw antry lirti 
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Chess 


This Mwak't game features a well known 
'coffee house theme in a slightly unusual 
setting. I am told it was Bent Larsen who 
once said that the secret of chess is 
kfwwing what to do with your king's 
rook's pawn. I suspect there is e second 
secret of chess, which is knowing what 
your opponent is doing with his king's 
rook’s pawn. This is a secret Herr Klinger 
discovers one move too late. 

White: J. Klinger. Black: A. Martorelli. 
Mitropa Cup. Bad Lauterberg 1984. 

1 MM P-QB4 2 M-KBS P-X3 

S MM PxP 4 NxP P-QR3 

BB-Oa N-QB3 SNxN QPxN 

7 0-0 P-K4 B N-83 

The knight looks out of place here. 
Normally in this line issNpuld go to B4 via 
02 . 

S ... N-S3 9 K-R1 B-QB4 

lOO-KI P-KIM 

Here we go. The idea is ostensibly to meet 


Martorelli (Blsckl to move 



Klinger (White) 

P-B4 with ... N-NS, from where the 
knight is immovable 
11B-OB4 P-B5 12B-IC3 0-1(2 

13 0-K2 


The point of this move is not quite clear, 
but it does have the effect of giving 
immediate and dramatic justification to 
the advance of Black's KRP. 

13 ... a-KNB 14 P-BS 

OUQRAM 

14 ... N-IMII IS K-NI 

If 16 PxB N-N6-r 18 PxN PxP-l- 17 K-NI 
R-RS-i-i The king's sidestep comes too 
late. 

15... N-NBI 18BxP+ 

A desperate attempt to deflect the black 
queen. 

15 ... QxB 17 PxN PxP 

IS PxB 0M(2 19 B-B3 

A benar last fling would be 19 P-N6 QxP 
20 R-B8+ hoping for 20 ... KxR 21 8xB+ 
or 20 ... B)df 21 BxQ, but 20 ... RxR 21 
BxB 0-R5 is good enough. 

19 ... iM«4 20 Resigns 

MICHAEL STEAN 


BrIIXiH 


South made no great attempt to land his 
Six Spade contract on the deal below, but 
I think he might have done it. 


X 


Dealer East N-S vulnerable 
41 K98 
4PK863 
♦ K4 
4 A963 


763 

4 

J9862 
K J85 



E 


♦ 5 

♦ AQJ109752 

♦ 103 

♦ Q 7 


♦ AQJ1042 

W- 

♦ AQ75 
♦i10 4 2 


East opened Four Hearts and South 
overcalled with Four Spades North bid 



4NT, which may or may not have been 
conventional. The partnership ended in 
Six Spades and West led 4P 4. 

Counting a diamond ruff. South can see 
eleven tricks, and this was all he made. 
However, there are two chances. If spades 
are 2-2 and East has a singleton club, he 
can be thrown in with a heart, when he has 
only hearts left, and forced to set up 
dummy’s king When the trumps are seen 
to be 3-1, the best line is to duck a 
club and play on reverse dummy lines. 


reducing to: 


♦ 7 
4P- 

♦ J986 

♦ K 


♦ 9 

4PK 

♦ K4 
496 

N 

W E 
S 

♦ 0 


I 


AQ7 6 
10 


$AQ J 10 
♦ 10 3 

4- 


When the last heart is ruffed. West may 
underruff, but ha is still lost when declarer 
crosses to ♦ K and leads 4 9 

TERENCE REESE 


QUESTIONS 

1. Which European country is called the 
land of thousand lakes? 

2. The balaenoplera musculus is the 
largest and heaviest mammal in the 
world. How IS it better known as’’ 

3. What do the following have in com¬ 
mon. Mungoon, Chonan, Kaisarglock 
and Tsar Kolokol’’ 

4. What IS scorched earth policy"? 

5. What do the initials SHAPE stand for"? 

6. Who was the first Indian to play test 
cricket? 

7. Autumn Sonata, Wild Strawberries, 
Fanny and Alexander and Winter Light 
are films directed by which famous film¬ 
maker? 

8. In the 1984 Olympic Games, Pakistan 
won the men's hockey title Which coun- 


Q ui/ 

try won the gold medal in the women's 
evenf? 

9 Only two Indians have been awarded 
the Bharat Ratna posthumously. Name 
them 

10. Whai IS rhtnology'? 

11 Name the astronomer who first 
established that the Earth and Mars 
orbitled around the Sun. 

12 In philosophy, what is relativism"? 

13 Where IS Fon Worth airport"? 

14 Where in India is the Shivpuri nation- 
a' park"? 

1b, Who invented the long-playing re- 
co'd? 


SkSt bi vsn am MJeujptoo jejed Si 
usapejd eAqpeyy yt 

vsn sBiiea et 


einiosqe 

em (0 ideouoo eifl jo uoipefaj am si 
snoiujedoo n 
8 S 0 U egi (0 saseesip jo Apnis am oi 
iBjeiuBx x PUP lUBd Mqeiiea puiAoo 6 
spuBijeifleN eqi '8 
-ueujQjaQ jbuj6u| i 
'Bi|ej)snv )Suib6b puB| 
-6ua ioi peAB|d an ifiiuisiluBH ■S'>l 'S’ 
-adorns ui sia 
-MOd peiliv 1° sjepBnbpBSH eiuerdns -g 

leejj 

-ej aqj 6uunp Aoieue aq) buipBAUi aid} 
-eq aouBueisns )0 suseui pue saojnos 
-ej ||6 Aojisap oi aAoiu euJijiBM v y 
s||aq e5i6| ||B ejB Aeqj. -g 
aiBqM eniq eqjL ?. 
■puBiuy 'i 

SUaMSNV 


•UN0AV7—lajulyims 
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The same four symbols appear only in two of the small 
squares. Which are the two? Remember they may not be 
in the same order 


Witsharpener 


This problem is as old as the hills, but even so, can you 
work It out’ An egg man sold to Mr Lai half his stock of 
eggs and half an egg. He then visited Mr Ray’s house and 
sold to him half of his remaining stock half an egg. 
Finally the eggman sold’the test of his stock which was 
33 eggs to Mr Dutt, and very relieved to have got rid of 
the whole basket of eggs, went home 
How many eggs did the egg man have to start with’ 
Not one of his eggs was broken! 


Mindbender 



Can you study Column I and then fill in the blank 
squares with suitable figures which show the same 
relationship as exists in Column 1 between A, B and C? 


Clues 

Passage to — (I) 

It’s a long way to — (T) 
Hamlet, Prince of — (D) 
To—with love (R) 
Oh'~(J) 

Two gentlemen of—(V) 
Eyeless in—(G) 

The Blue—(D) 

Our Man in—(H) 

.lohn—, Gentleman (H) 
The ballad of—Gaol (R) 
The Vicar of—CW) 

—(B) Rock 
A Town called—(A) 
Death on the—(N) 

The Ascent of—(H) 

The Merchant of—(V) 

A Small Town in—(G) 


What’s in a Word? 

How quickly can you find 

1 anagram of INSTANCES 

2 anagrams of MAGENTA 

3 anagrams of STRIPE 

4 anagrams of STARE 

5 anagrams of SPREAD 
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TEASERS 


Figure it Out 



Starting at 7 and moving in sequence, find one way in 
which you can fit in all the four arithmetical signs in the 
blank squares so that you arrive at the answer 24 as is 
shown in the illustration. Remember that two of the 
signs feature twice. 


Mind Bender 



In the diagram above are some pictures and some 
words. Make groups of three, using eithei two pictures 
and one word or two words and one picture, for example, 
the groups could be: 

Spade, fork and 

Or Spade, Club and 

Heart 

Diamond 

Page 

Peas 

SPLEEN 

Score off the words and pictures, as you go along. You 
will be left with one picture and one word. V/hich word 
from the list completes this group of three? 


Solutions to last week’s Teasers: 

Quick Think: 1835. 899, 1758, 984 

Word Power: Mobile, Under, Lamps, Toad, Irons, Pain¬ 
ter, Lumber, Yawl. Tables can Multiply! 

Figure it Out: There is no way out if the princess is 
required to travel only horizontally and vertically. If, 
however, she can travel diagonally, there are many wavs 
out 341-5.5-286; 341-55-761; 16,5-231-330-462; 231-3.30- 
462; 176-132-176-132. 

Shape Sleuth: We have been able to count upto 114 
triangles. Has any reader come up with more? 


Mindbender: If the circumference of the large circle is 2 
metres, then the circumference of the circle with hal’ 
the radius and quarter the radius will be I metre and 0 f. 
metre respectively There are two full circles (made up 
of 4 .semi-circles) of radius halt that of the large circle, 
and (our full circles (made up of 8 semi-circles) of radius 
1/4 that of the large circle. Therefore, the total length of 
wrought iron used is 6 metres. 

Word Play: 


B' 

o 

R 

R 

O 


E 

A 

P 

R 

R 

A 

N 

D" 

o 

W 

N 

O 

‘e 

P, 

1 

N 

g" 

o 

V 

Y* 

N1 

L 

P 

1 

L 

o 

R' 

B 

A 


C 
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1 

u 

E 

R 

W 

IV 

Y 

S 

'% 


Q 

1 

a— 
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A 

C 

E 

N 
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K 
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A 

1 

N 

i 

N 

T 

A 

E 

R 

Q’ 

N 

'5 

R 

h 

S 

A 

lL 

D 

A 

E 

T 


Witsharpener: 

Look at the salary offered by the second firm: 


Day 

Salary (p) 

Day 

Salary 

Day 

Salary 


(Rs) 


(Rs) 

1 

1 

9 

2 

16 

200 

y 

2 

10 

4 

17 

400 

3 

4 

11 

8 

18 

800 

4 

8 

12 

16 

19 

1600 

5 

16 

13 

32 

20 

.3200 

6 

32 

14 

64 



7 

64 

15 

128 



8 

128 

16( Approx. 




(approx. 


Rs 100) 




Rs 1) 






For the engineer, the salary in the last five days is 
more than Rs 6000, so it is worthwhile for him taking up 
this job. But the first man, he will eain a total of Rs 
327.67 in the first 15 and Rs 327.67 in the next 15 days; 
so, the job with a salary of Rs 1000 a month is better for 
him. 


SWaMtVr'ISJulylWS 
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SQENCT 

Ocean Farming: Prosperous Prospect 


W hile dismissing farming the 
oceans as a pipedream, marine 
biologists used to say that nutrients 
are dispersed too thinly in the watei 
to make the domestication of more 
than a few sea-dwelling plants and 
animals feasible. They are beginning 
to ch.inge their minds A team of 
American scientists has found a 
cheap and simple way to farm king 
crabs i artificial reefs in the Carib- 
bea 

me idea for these ocean farms 
» e from research into underwater 
coial reefs by Dr Walter Adey, direc¬ 
tor of the marine systems laboratory 
at Washington’s Smithsonian Institu¬ 
tion. He and his colleagues wondered 
how the reefs supported large and 
diverse populations of living things 
despite the scarcity of nutrients in 
the surrounding water. 

Dr Adey unravelled the mystery in 
two parts. First, he made detailed 
studies of Caribbean reefs to under¬ 
stand how they made the most of the 
nutrients at their disposal Waves 
and currents proved a key element: 
their action constantly renews the 
reefs’ supply of scarce nutrients. 


Sunlight filtering through to plants 
on the reefs enables them to carry on 
photosynthesis and thus produce car- 
bohydiates The water washing over 
the reefs contains the phosphorus 
and sulphur that animals and plants 
need to make protein. 

Solving the second part of the 
mystery was harder. Living things 
need to have access to soluble nit¬ 
rogen to make protein, yet most of 
the nitrogen in the ocean is in 
gaseous form. Thi.s puzzle was solved 
not in the Caribbean but in Washing¬ 
ton, where Dr Adey’s team simulated 
the life of a tiopical reef in the 
Smithsonian’s 12,000-litre test tank. 
The scientists discovered that the 
gaseous nitrogen was being captured 
and turned into soluble form by 
several types of blue-green algae, the 
primitive bacrerium-like plants at 
the base of tlie marine food chain. 

Soon after the Smithsonian’s in¬ 
door “reef” started working five 
years ago, the scientists noticed 
something else. Some of the algae 
that had been floating invisibly in 
the imported ocean water began to 
stick in visible quantities to the walls 


ol the tank. Why should they not 
grow equally well in the open sea, 
provided they were supplied with 
some sort of surface to take the place 
of the tank walls? They had tobe 
tethered six or eight inches below 
the surface, where there was enough 
wave and current action to keep the 
water stirred up to renew the supply 
of nutrients. 

The crabs are now being farmed 
When they are housed in underwater 
pens filled with the algae-laden fib¬ 
reglass mesh screens, the crabs hatch 
from eggs within 24 hours, and grow 
to a market weight of two kilo¬ 
grams—about 40 pet cent of it 
meat—in just over a year. Their meat 
is so delectable—and so readily can¬ 
ned and frozen—that Dr Adey reck¬ 
ons crab farming will provide jobs 
for thousands of people in tropical 
countries. Dr Adey's team is 
therefore being backed with enthu¬ 
siasm by America’s Agency for Inter¬ 
national Development, the Peace 
Corps and a private organisation cal¬ 
led Earthwatch. 

By arrmngmnant with The EconomM 
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VARIETY/Khaas Baat 


any explanations 
have been offered for 
Naseeruddin Shah ’s abs¬ 
ence at the 32nd national 
film awards function. 

Some of them were; 
serious misimderstandings 
with the National Film De¬ 
velopment Corporation 
(NFDC), “a fight” with 
Shabana Azmi and hence 
the refusal to share the 
same platform with her. 
However, the truth is that 
two days before the prog¬ 
ramme, Naseer and his 
wife Ratna flew to London 
for a month’s holiday. He 
had been planning this 
holiday for a year and had 
'p even refused to sign a 
' number of films. “I am not 
going to let anything come 
in the way of my holiday,” 
Naseer confided in a 
friend. 

C ritics of Smita Patil 
are watching with con¬ 
cern the change that has 
come over the talented ac¬ 
tress. She is signing any 
film that is coming her 
way, charging exorbitant 
prices and slowly acquir¬ 
ing the airs of a super star. 
Some say it is due to the 
influence of Raj Babbar, 
the man who controls her 
life and career. 

F inally it’s all over be¬ 
tween Mithun Chakra- 
iborryand Sridevi. After a 
stormy affair with the bel¬ 
le from the south, Mithun 
realised that the best 
thing was his home and his 
family. “1 wanted every¬ 
one to be happy and that’s 
why we decided to part. 
But we will always be good 
friends," Mithun said be¬ 
fore he left for Vienna to 
have his kidney stone re¬ 
moved. 


JBekha has become more 
'Mm careen conscious these 
days. She has apparently 
forgotten her torrid affair 
wi* Amiabh who she cal¬ 
led “the only man who 
means everything in my 
life.” She is now deter¬ 
mined to find “good roles” 
and “good directors.” “I 
' have had enough of all the 
-Splaying and fooling 
around. It is high time I 


I chinking it was her fiancee 
^ who was staying on the 
same floor. But to her suT' 
prise and horror two resi¬ 
dents of the hotel forced 
their way in and attemp¬ 
ted to molest her. Luckily, 
some other film stars 
staying on the same floor 
rescued her. The midnight 
intruders were arrested by 
the police and later re¬ 
leased. 

4 arri Gupta has de¬ 
cided to try her luck in 
Malayalam films. The 
model-cum-film actress, 
after hanging around Bom 
bay’s studios for ages, will | 
figure in her maiden ven¬ 
ture opposite leading 
Malayalam actor Mohan 
Lai. She is expected to be 
a rage with the Keralites 
who are only used to 
rather bulky heroines. 





did some serious work, 
something that I will be 
remembered for,” says a 
changed Rekha. That she 
meant business was 
proved when she agreed to 
play the leading role m 
Gulzar’s Ijaaxat. Earlier 
Rekha had vowed never to 
work with Gulzar after 
their ego clash during the 
making of Namkeen, 

She has now decided to 
forget the past and 
look to the future. 

M^Menaka, who has been 
IWM clinging on to the top 
spot in Malayalam cinema, 
recently had a bad experi¬ 
ence in a five-star hotel in 
Trivandrum. There was a 
knock on her door at 
midnight. She 
opened the door 

Rekha: no moK tan 









Missing Link 

T ariq Anwar, the Con- 
gress(I) MP from Kati- 
hsr, is in a quandary. His 
constituency is adjacent to 
Malda, which has been 
nursed through gov¬ 
ernmental patronage by 
Abu Barkat Ataul Ghani 
Khan Chowdhury, the for¬ 
mer railway minister. By 
pleading with Ghani Khan 
Chowdhury, Tariq Anwar 
had been able to make the 
railways convert the 
Barauni-Katihar metre 
guage line to broad guage. 

On 17 October 1984 
the railways had 
announced that from 1 
November Katihar would 
have a direct broad guage 
link to Delhi. The Assam 
Mail presently runs be¬ 
tween New Delhi and 
Barauni on the broad 

Spies and the 
Law 

W hat is happening in 
the two spy cases 
which are before the 
courts now? Not much 
progress has been made in 
the Coomar Narain case, 
which began in January 
this year. Only when the 


Alert Security 

T he official spokesman 
of the Congress(I), the 
AlCC general secretary 
Shrikant Varma, had a bad 
experience at Calcutta air¬ 
port on the evening of 16 
June. He was carrying a 
camera in his hand bag. 

The overxealous security- 
men, oblivious of the 
powerful sattelites which 
hover over the earth these 
days, insisted that the 
Member of Parliament 

could not carry a camera 
on board a Delhi-bound 
aircraft. Shrikant Varma 
politely pleaded with the 
policeman. But the guar¬ 
dian of the law was ada¬ 
mant. Only when a jour¬ 
nalist, who was under¬ 
going a pre-flight security 
check too, intervened and 
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guage and there is a metre 
guage link between 
Barauni and New Bongai- 
gaon. With the broad 
guage line between 
Barauni and Katihar hav¬ 
ing been completed the 
train can run right through 
from New Delhi to New 
Bongaigaon on the broad 
guage now. Apparently 
there has been some delay 
in executing the railways 
plans , which has put the 
young MP from Katihar in 
an awkward position. In 
case of the new railway 
project in Katihar, while 
R$ 65 lakhs is needed for 

it, this year’s railway 
budget has only provided 
Rs three lakhs. It is not the 
opposition, but the minis¬ 
try of railways which Tariq 
Anwar dreads most these 
days. 

courts reopen after sum¬ 
mer vacation is action ex¬ 
pected to be seen in the 
courtroom. In the Larkins 
case, however, the trial is 
also through. The verdict 
on the Larkins brothers , 
both retired general staff 
officers of the armed 
forces, is expected to be 
delivered by the end of 
July. 


Trasied Guards 



Atjim Singh 


T he Punjab Governor, 
Arjun Singh, prefers 
to rely upon not only 
bureaucrats from his home 
state, Madhya Pradesh, 
but also on the armed con¬ 
stabulary of that state. He 
has taken his handpicked 
IAS officers from Bhopal 
to Chandigarh. That can 
be understood, as the gov¬ 
ernor must be given a free 
hand in choosing his per¬ 
sonal staff. And officers 
like Sudip Banerjee have a 
proven record. But the in 
duction of these officers 
has created bad blood in 
the Punjab secretariat. 


The deployment of a con¬ 
tingent of the Madhya 
I Pradesh Special Armed 
Force (MPSAF) around 
the Punjab Raj Bhavan 
’ has annoyed the local 
police officers. The 
MPSAF, however, cannot 
be treated as a Madhya 
Pradesh force alone. Apart 
from the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF), the 
union government has at 
its disposal two battalions 
each of MPSAF and the 
Rajasthan Armed Consta¬ 
bulary (RAC) as part of 
the central reserve. Apart 
from these two forces, the 
Tamil Nadu Armed Police 
has surplus strength, 
which has been placed at 
the disposal of &e Delhi 
Police for VIP security 
duties. (During the anti- 
Hmdi agitation in Tamil 
Nadu in the Sixties, the 
additional strength of the 
armed police had been 
raised. With law and order 
tn that state fairly stable, 
the reserves are being now 
utilised in the capital. 

While the MPSAF has a 
role as a central reserve 
contingent, would it not 
have been prudent for the 
'Punjab government to de¬ 
ploy CRPF men around 
the Governor’s residence? 



Shrlkaiit Varma 


revealed Mr Verma’s 
identity was the leader 
allowed to have his way. 
While clearing Mr Varma, 
the West Bengal police 
officer told the journalist, 
“You please ensure that 
he does not use the camera 
while flying.* 


A Nine-day 
Month 

J une 1985 will not only 
go down in the history 
of the government of India 
as the month when its 
offices started working on 
a five-day week schedule 
but also as a month when 
the union government’s 
effective working was res¬ 
tricted to only nine days. 
The weekend holidays 
accounted for nine days. 
Only one day the offices 
were closed for Id, and 
between 4 and 18 June, 
the Prime Minister was 
abroad along with a host of 
ministers. The Prime 
Minister’s secretariat in 
New Delhi had only two 
functionaries—parliamen¬ 
tary secretary Oscar Fer¬ 
nandes and Makhan Lai 
Fotedar (who technically 


is a part of the AlCC staff, 
being political advisor to 
the Congress president). 
As decisions are central¬ 
ised at the highest level 
these days, no major files 
could have been cleared 
for 21 days of the month. 
With parliamentary 
secretary Arun Singh 
away with the Prime 
Minister, cabinet secret¬ 
ary P. K. Kaul had an 
opportunity to assert his 
position in the govern¬ 
ment. 

TAILPIECE; What is the 
easiest way to describe the 
government’s ban on ex¬ 
tensions to superannuated 
employees? Some young 
bureaucrats have devised 
an abbreviation; RAPE 
(retiring aged personnel 
early). 
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Bajaj Automation 




The reason why Bajaj Auto is the largest scooter maker is fairly 
simple. 

Automation: The technology that helps produce India’s finest 
scooters and three-wheelers. The system whidi transfers much of the 
responsibility for production and quality control from the operator to 
the machine. 

That’s how Baj^ Auto made over 300,000 vehicles last year. 
That is how we will be making over 700,000 vehicles a year by 
1987-88. 



It takes years to gear up for such vast 
production; but the experience gained over 
25 years will enable us to achieve this 
target And add even more rapidly to the 
almost 2 million Bajaj vehicles already 
on the road. 


billill Mito ltd 

Value for money for years 
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Shalimar Paints 

WaB time favourites 
































And suddenly 
|, colours begin 
to sing 
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pie^sinq yetiows. Soft, 
soorfiing greefii Deep, mystic purples 
Colours you ve never neard before. 

At Coiour-Chem we make them 
sing In me widest repertoire of snades 
arid hues m the world of pigments 
and dyes 

In that subtle refinement of tone 
called quality ccantroi. 

That co.nstant striving to excel, 
whic n IS R S D 

Anri that intimate empathy with 
rne audience w'hich you know as 
customer service 

Vo.; li recognize Colour-Chem 
coiours And they II sing for you. 
w'nether you re in the textile, paints, 
prr'ting inks, ruDDer, plastics or leather 
industry 

.lust stay tuned in to Colour Chem 
''ou ca''i t qo wrong 
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Colour-Chem Limited 
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It IS 1 f jcr th ir PV( r mill IS 
like every nther mill ^ iht? 

Wronql Tell u > whirri other 
mill f)ives you ill thr st 
Suitings ShiitirKjs Conluioys 
S iiee^ Dres' Mareri ils 
R( udym,H(lt. stiitrs Powder 
Dor Fus tile Inteilinngs Tor 
srndrtcolDrs Bed Linen 

In I rdi ige thrit c over^ ever\ 
tnown t i.tefre m ihf 
rndiriun il to tt t 
fonrcmpoieiy 

Pur rhem roe^ertie i .md you II 
unde isr ind \a h\ Sldod ird 
MilK crfMtois of Stcinros' 
rrc nol whet you would i til 
run of tfit mill 

iSTANK'OSIE' 

SUI TINGS 

^Men Hugget 

a]KL5UR0Y 


A fabric so beautiful 
you can't call it by 
any other name! 
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OUR INDIA 

Witness the aura of a new Era. 

A new dawn. A fresh start. A bold 

new lead to a brave new India. 

A gem among the family of nations. 

Freedom tethered to 
discipline. Change rooted in 
tradition. Progress wedded to ethics. 
Growth not neglecting the aesthetic. 

Opportunity for all. So the humble may rise. 
True merit may have the right of way. 
All sham put away. 

We,at Brilliant, dare to assume a role In all 
this. A share in shaping young lives. 
An awesome but fascinating task. 

We shall remain fastened to it. 


^ BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 


1 2 , Motilamani Mudah St^ T Nogor, Madras- 17 , Ph 442099 & 443306. 

EMINENCE THROUGH EXCELLENCE 


BRILIJANT for MIT-JEE *MBBS Entrance *MBA Entrance *IAS Prelim *TOEFL 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOU R/Khushwant Singh 


Bombay 

Revisited 


E verytime 1 come to Bombay it 
looks different. It was always 
crowded; it has become more con¬ 
gested. It was always dirty; it has 
become dirtier. It was always smelly; 
now it stinks. Monsoon showers wash 
away floating sewage into the gutters 
and for a while there is a breath of 
fresh sea air. When the sun comes 
out the city’s myriads pour out of 
their multitiered anthills and soon 
every street becomes a seething mass 
of crawling human insects. Or so it 
appears from the windows of air- 
conditioned penthouses perched like 
machans up half-a-kilometre in the 
sky from where the privileged look 
down on the denizens of this 

man-made jungle of cement and 
glass. Shiv-Senapati Bal Thackeray 
and ex-Maharashtrapati Dada Patil 
have a good case: there are more 
people in Bombay than Mumbai can 
cope with. It may not have occurred 
to them that far toti many of them are 
Maharashtrians. 

1 was in Bombay for the sixth 
anniversary celebrations of Mid-day. 
At the innumerable receptions given 
by the proprietor-editor, Khalid 
Ansari, I tried to count how many of 
his guests would pass the linguistic 
and/or sons-of-the-soil test often in¬ 
voked by propagandists of the 
Maharashtra-for-Maharashtrians 
school. Most of them like fiis Parsee 
guests like Rusi Karanjia {Blitz), his 
brother Burjor (Screen} and Gulshan 



Ewing (Eve’s Weekly) are Bombay 
born. They understand a little 
Marathi, but 1 doubt if any of them 
can speak it well enough to pass an 
elementary viva voce test. Most of 
the others were domiciled Bom- 
bayites whose Marathi vocabulary 
would barely go beyond yelling Gan- 
pati Bappa. 

Why do I pick on Bombay when all 
oui metropolitan cities are quite 
squalid and congested? And in every¬ 
one of them the recently domiciled 
are doing better than those with 
deeper roots? For the single reason 
that urban overcrowding is a nation¬ 
al phenomenon which has to be tack¬ 
led on a national level. Bombay is the 
only city where leaders who should 


know better are trying to solve their 
problem by rousing parochial pas¬ 
sions. They should know that appeals 
to local pride can be dangerously 
infective. If Mumbai sneezes today 
other cities will go down with cold 
tomorrow. 


Nth 


y short write-up on the extra 
I sensitivity that some animals 
and birds possess has provoked 
Vikant Sahay to cite an instance of 
the uncanny sense of smell beyond 
the normal that human beings can 
acquire. He mentions the case of 
snake-catchers. We know that snakes 
are deaf and all the been playing 
does not charm them in the slightest. 
Nevertheless we often see snake- 
charmers going around bushes and 
trees where they suspect snakes to 
be hiding and blowing lustily 
through their gourd pipes. Somehow 
they manage to locate serpents and 
catch them. According to Sahay 
snake-catchers get the smell of 
snakes from the earth. He narrates 
an encounter with a party of snake- 
catchers who came into his garden in 
Asansol One man dug up some earth 
and presented a clod to his chief who 
sniffed it, prodded it with his 
trishooJ, recited an appropriate man¬ 
tra and gave a description of a snake 
in close vicinity. The snake that was 
hauled out of a bush answered to this 
description. Apparently this techni¬ 
que of smelling out snakes is prac¬ 
tised in the Kamakhya region of 
Assam. 



Commuters walk along the railway tracks at a suburban station near Bombay; overcrowding 
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Colts presents a new breed of briefs and vests. 

, . • f ■ 


An exciting range of 
briefs and vests are 
now made available to 
you from Colts - 
conceived end created 
by the K^nsiarer group, 
the largest suppliers of 
cotton hosiery yam in 
Soudi India, 

Special features: 

e briefs have a soft 
fabric lining to 
jwrevent shin chafing, 

o ittpertor ciuaiity of 
' 'eliattc.tS'Uaed'to 

... ^ Vb^..i» -bepr-.h^.-. 



Come, take command 
of any situation with 
die vibrant range of 
Colts briefs and ve^. 
Ayiiiabie in a variety of 
colours and sixes. 

Colts-for the new 
t^ed of men. 


we also offer you a 
wide range of industrial 
and commercial sewing 
threads. 



Now available ... 
one 50 metr(‘ merreri.scd 
tube of Colts scwiini thread 
with erery purchase of Colts 
brief and vest. 


t »ui Scllnm Ani'iu : M's. STANDARD TRADING COMPANY, 362, Oppanakara Street. Coimbatore. 
1 )K(iitiuifii foi (. oKs vests & biiefs: GEETA SHREE, West Bengal. 

())' iTil'iiim till t. oils sewing threads: TANTIYATEXTILES, 94, Cotton Street, Calcutta-700007. 








































EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



Rajiv is 

surrounded by a 
handful of 
people. True, 
security should 
be given top 
priority, but the 
PM should at 
least be 
accessible to 
members of the 
cabinet and 
important 
bureaucrats. 
There are some 
who complain 
that not only is 
the Prime 
Minister 
inaccessible but 
also letters sent 
to him often 
remain 

unacknowledged. 


I Doing Away with 
I Conventions? 






R fCfiuIy wliile talking to the pi ess in 
Ilelhi I’liine Minister Rajiv (.'.andhii 
when asked wliy he had not met 
Piesident Zail Singh before leaving 
tile countiy lor his five nation tom, whith 
was the convention, replied that he was 
I willing to do awav with eonvcntions Rut how 
: true is this? Does the PM sincerely want to 
I do away with conventions? If that be so, he 
! has not been able to put an end to the 
I numerous practices which have become a 
I part of the ruling party’s culture. An inst- 
I arice- whenever the Prime Minister either 
j leaves or returns from a foreign tour, 

I cabinet ministers, chief ministers and other 
i Congress(I) functionaries assemble at the 
j airport, while matteis of national import¬ 
ance lie on their tables. It is as if chief 
: ministers have no work in their states and 
cabinet ministers, who are always moving 
about on“urgent business,” now have all the 
i time in the world. 

During a visit to Hyderabad in 1981, when 
I he was merely the Prime Minister’s son, 

. Rajiv Gandhi was furious at the arrange- 
I ments which were made to welcome him. In 
I fact, T, .Anjiah, the then chief minister of 
I Andhra Pradesh, had to resign shortly there¬ 
after. As Anjiah had told me at that time, 
“The home ministry sends us orders to 
ensure tight security for Rajiv, and he, on 
the other hand, takes us to task for doing 
so.” It was a rather harsh punishment, but it 
showed that Rajiv Gandhi did not like being 
fawned upon. Again, after taking over as the 
Prime Minister following the assassination 
j of his mother, he sent the chief ministers 
■ who had gathered in Delhi back to their 
states to contain the anti-Sikh riots which 
had broken out. This clearly showed the 
attitude of the young PM. That is why 1 find 
it surprising that he has not stopped the 
practice of the assembly of leaders or what I 
would like to call the ntela at the airport. 

Another practice from Mrs Gandhi’s days 
which still lingers is administering the coun¬ 
try even while abroad, instead of deputing 
someone to act on his behalf. During Rajiv 
Gandhi’s five nation tour a courier left Delhi 
everyday with important files and letters for 
Rajiv Gandhi to see and ai?pose of. Mrs 
Gandhi was averse to decentralisation and 
she did not trust anyone. Therefore, she did 
not want to depute anyone who could be 
consulted in her absence on important mat¬ 
ters. This led her government into trouble on 
a few occasions, because she could not be 
consulted while in transit. On one such 
occasion, the opposition forced a debate on a 
no-confidence motion. 

But Rajiv Gandhi appears to be of a 
different mould, and from all accounts, is 


not against decentralisation. So 1 W'as sur¬ 
prised when 1 gatheied that during the PM’s 
tour of the Soviet Union and the West, no 
cabinet meeting was held nor was there any 
meeting of the political and economic 
cabinet committees. And not that there was 
any dearth of piessing ptobleins in the 
country during ih,it period: clashes with 
Pakistan on the Siachen Glaciei in the 
Ladakh region were going on. True. Rajiv 
was kept constantly informed about these 
matters, but the cabinet could have meet, 
discus.sed the issues and then infot mi, d the 
I PM of us decision. Perhaps the manner in 
I which the cabinet functions when he pres- 
1 ides over a meeting indicates why it does not 
I meet in ilit PM’s absence. Rajiv Gandhi 
I does not behave like a school teacher. He is 
j courteous and polite hut many are of the 
' view that a matter comes up before the 
cabinet only alter a decision has been taken 
on it by the PM and his close aides. 

Mrs Gandhi had isolated herself from her 
own partymen. However she utilised every 
opportunity to mingle with the masses and 
acquaint herself with everything that was 
happening in the country. For security 
reasons Rajiv’s appointmenr.5 are very li¬ 
mited and he has tti rely on his close group of 
advisers and the intelligence agencies for 
information. But regtettably, his sources of 
information hardly portray the truth 

The intelligence agencies, particularly the 
RAW, seem to be well informed of what is 
happening abroad. The ambassadors and the 
ever-agile foreign secretary Rome.sh Bhan- 
dari are also there to brief Rajiv Gandhi on 
international affaiis. But regarding events 
at home, Rain’s channels of information 
appear to be inadequate. 

Rajiv is surrounded bv a handful of peo¬ 
ple. True, security should be given top 
priority, but the PM should at least be 
accessible to members of the cabinet and 
important bureaucrats. There are .some who 
complain char not only is the Prime Minister 
inaccessible but also letters sent to him 
often remain unacknowledged. 

Notwithstanding security compulsions, 
Rajiv should allow different viewpoints to 
be presented, so that he is able to make an 
objective assessment of a situation. And the 
old practice of holding darbars, which was a 
distinctive feature of Mrs Gandhi’s regime, 
should be replaced by a more meaningful 
dialogue with those who might hold a view 
different from that of the government. 

Doing away with practices like the airport 
melas would be more fruitful than doing 
away with healthy conventions like the 
Prime Minister reporting periodically to the 
President on matters of importance. 
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OPINION 


A Dark Period 


T hi* LOver story. Never Agam (23— 
29 fune) brilliantly analysed the 
various aspects of the Emergency 
clamped 10 years back by Indira 
Gandhi The supreme power of demo 
cracy and the role of the opposition 
have been righth highlighted 
Durga Prasad Chose, Hooghlv 

• I was too young in 1975 to lealise 
the natuie of the excesses perpe 
Hated by the authorities in the name 
of Lmeigcncy St ndas has done a 
commendable job bv acquainting 
people like me with the details of 
that dark period I he articles by 
lanaidhan 1 hakur and Kuldip Nayar 
left me M'stless But Shrikant Varma 
appeared moie as a Congiess(l) 
spokesman than an objective 
analyst 

B Ganesb Jamshedput 

• The special issue on the Emeigen 
c\ was a balanced one While khush 
want Singh and Shiikant Varma de 
fended the proclamation of 
hmeigcncv, there were otheis to 
ciiticise it 

Ma]a\ Kumar Nandi (aJeutta 
• The Imergtncv had itC positive 
side too It made us lealise the value 
ol oui constitutional fieedoms The 
1 mergence also exposed a number of 
politicians Ihe people punished the 
Congress and voted the Janata to 
powei in 1977 But their hopes soon 
wilheicd away and Indira Gandhi 
was back at the helm 
Niiihar Dasgupta, Calcutta 
• I he spec lal issue i ighilv highlight 
eel the atiocities committed on the 
innocent people duting the Fmetgen 
c\ In the name of enfoicing law and 
oidci a lot of excesses weie perpe 
ti alt d 

Mahtsh Piasad Ro\, Vaishah 

• I do not aei et with R K Karanjia 
that lit ate in Need of a Mini 
Fineifu lie \ It IS useless to spoil the 
fntuie bv thinking of the past glo 
iiousoi daik whatevei it might have 
bet n 

/’ laJa Akia (lV«>st Bengal) 

• It was disheartening to note that 
not a mention was made of the emi 
nent journalist K S Ramachandran 
in the special issue on the Emergen 
t\ lilt then general rnanagei of the 
Picss Irusf of India Mr Ramachan 
dran was most ignomtniously sacked 
tiom his |oh as he opposed the mer 
gti ol tht news agentles Totally 
dispiiiud In the treatment meted 


WYiAits Af*i£«i 


■mt ir^J 


out to him he fell ill and died within 
a few months 
fs Shivaiam Bangaloie 

• 1 cannot forge't those dark days of 
tht 1 mergency when 1, as the presi 
dent of the Berhampui City Co 
ordination C ommitttc of Lmions and 
Associations was airested and ill 
tiealed in jail In tact things ait not 
much better now Tht Ten oust and 
Disruptive Activities (Pievention) 
Act 1985 t mpowers the government 
to impiison anyone without invoking 
the Fmeigcncy provisions In the 
name of preseivation of democracy 
an undeclaied Emergency is in foice 
Ahir Padh\ Borhampur 

• Where aie They Note * was absorb 
ing It was evident from the write up 
that most of the so called heroes of 
the Fmergency were in fact weak 
people The one person who domin 
ated the show was Indira Gandhi 
6 Venkatasuhranianiam, Calcutta 

Koran R evealed _ 

I was delighted to go through Rafiq 
Zakaria’s treatise. The Koran’s 
Attitude to Non Muslims (9—15 
June) All religions are com 
plementary to one another, and Ava 
tars and Prophets visit the earth 
from time to time The marauders 
associate their deeds with religion to 
cover their misdeeds It is high time 
everyone joined hands in the efforts 
to foster Hindu Muslim unity 
SK Chakraborty, Durgapur 

• Dr Zakaria’s article was a bold 
effort to portray the Koi an in its true 
perspective The petitioners who 


I sought a ban on the holy book should 
! preserve the portions from the Koran 
which Dr Zakana has quoted to sub 
stantiate his argument that the 
Koian IS toleiant towards followers 
of all faiths 

Mohd Nizam ul alam Laskar, Assam 

• It IS sad that a few motivated 
persons are tiying to hurt the reli 
gious sentiments of the Muslims bv 
misrepi esenting the Koi an In view of 
the country s present critical slate, it 
IS high time the authoiities dealt 
severely with those fanning the 
flames ol communalism 
Hussaini Syed Add, Ihdeiabad 

• The author maintains that the 
Ayats of the Koian have to he undti 
stood in their propt r histoi le al bai k 
ground if a candid assessmerit of tht 
holy book is to be made Howe vet 
this sort of an undeistanding is li 
mitcd only to a few like l)i Zakana 
The vast maioi'iv of tfu tiiullahs 1 
have come acioss lely on the itadi 
tional inteipietation which is ihoi 
ouglily (ommunal They identity the 
katas with the Hindus 1 snitii Iv 
hope that Di Zakana will exii l i 
similar alacniy as h< has shown ii 
countering till claims of tht jutition 
ers in spitadiiig the intional intei 
pit tatioii of tilt Koian >01 ing ihi 
Muslims 

P Joshi, Nett Delhi 

• Had Dr Zakana s inteipietation of 
the Koran been tiue the Muslim 
rulcis of India would not have la/ed 
temples to the giounel 

Pardeep Mittal New Dt Ihi 

Unreasona ble De man d 

T he news item The Demand ol a 
Goikha Land (5—11 Mav) has 
pained a sizable numbei of Indian 
Gorkhas The demand ol the Gorkha 
National Libeiation Iron! (GNU) 
for a separate state is unteasutiable 
Moreover the GNLF wrtingly 
assumes that Gorkhas aie eoneen 
trated in areas in and around Dar 
jeeling, ir fact they aie spiead 
throughout the length and breadth of 
the country Thus if the GNLF is to 
represent the aspiiation of the Gor 
khas. It has to take into account the 
Gorkhas living elsewheie too The 
demand for a separate state is a 
wishful thinking of some self seeking 
maniacs If the Gorkhas have 
genuine demands they can always 
approach the government of India 
rather than seek the help of fore 
ign countries 
KN Shatma, Dehia Dun 
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OPINION 


India Goes West 


O nlv time can tell how successful 
Piime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s 
visit to the west has been and 
whether the west has truly been won 
or not (is the IVesf Being Won^ 2—8 
June) However, India should not 
sever its age old ties with the Soviet 
Union which has time and again 
come 10 the help of oui countiy 
Moreover, Rajiv Gandhi should not 
forget that Ameiica is still supplying 
arms to Pakistan 
Param Han<; Singh, Anah 

• In keeping with her non aligned 
stance, it was onl\ natural that India 
should strengthen h« r ties with 
Amenta since she is alieadi fiu ndlv 
with the Soviet I nion Ra|iv Gandhi 
has done a commtiidablt |ob bv 
undeitaking the trip to tht west in 
the tate of a lot of cnritisni 
Arabinda Kiiw.ii P,idhet Sdtnbalput 

• India should not be tianslormed 
into an American base We should 
never forget that the USA had al 
ways sided with Pakistan in the past 
Indita Gandhi had looked upon 
Amenta with suspcti bu' 1 fail to 
understand wh> Rain Gandhi is tin* 
ing with the west 
Pidieen Rdi Dhanhdd 

• Shubhabidta Bhattarharva had 
rightly obseived Rapv Gandhi’s\isit 
to Moscow as most appropriate Iht 
reception given to the Indian Pnmt 
Ministei by the Soviets was warm 
and authentic It lemains to be seen 
what has bttn achieved thiough Pa 
)iv Gandhi’s lourney to the west W ..1 
tht USA respond to our Pnme Minis 
ter’s call lor a nuclear freeze'' Will 
they relinquisn arms supply to 
Pakistan’ 

K Chidanand Kumar, Bangalort 

• If tilt USA is really intetested in 
improving its relations with India it 


S LNIJAS deserves praise for expos 
ing the corrupt government in 
Jammu and Ka-hmir (A Disdstei Cal 
led CM Shah, 16—22 lunt) Things 
have gone from bad to wor'^e since 
last July when the present govern 
ment was formed by engineering 
defections much against the wishes 
of the Kashmiris One fails to trace 
the motive behind the continued sup 
port of the Congress(l) to this ineffi 
cient and corrupt administration 
Anf A Mir, Srinagar 

• It seems that Kashmir is going to 
's^xperience a revolution in the near 
future due to the malfunctioning of 


should immediately ban the activi 
ties of Sikh terrorists in the USA 
However, I appreciated the FBI’s 
efficiency in unearthing the heinous 
plan to assassinate Rajiv Gandhi 
Devendra Bisht, Meetut 

• The cover story was a sincere effort 
to give a historical sketch of Indo US 
relationship and what went wrong 
berween the two largest democracies 
of the world It is sad that the two 
countiies which have so much in 
common should view each other with 
dispust and hold diveigent views on 
impor'-ant international issues The 
US foreign policy in South Asia being 
openly anti Indian has left India with 
no choice but to ‘tilt’ towards the 
USSR Realising India’s importance 
in South Asia, the USA tried to make 
the Indian PM s visit to that country 
a successful one While good lela 
tions with the USA are undoubtedly 
desiiable, the Americans should pay 
heed to India’s concern over the 
arming of Pakistan 

Pdithd Pratim Baneriee, Howrah 

• I do not agree with Shtibhabrata 
Bhattacharya’s view that Indiia Gan 
dhi’s foieign policy tilted neither 
towards ihe east nor the west Wny 
should we feel guilty in admitting 
that Russia is our friend’ There is no 
need to look upon this relationship as 
a ‘tilt In view of Pakistan arming 
Itself our friendship with the Rus 
sians IS all the more essential 

B R Nanda, Lu,.kn()n 

• Rally Gandhi’s visit to the U*? was 
nothing but a men eyewash How 
can Raiiv Gandhi contribute to woild 
ptai c when he is unable to maintain 
haimony within India itself'’ It is 
time India stood on he i own feet 
,S S Rail! Bombay 


the unpopular government headed 
by G M Shah The situation in Kash 
mir brings to my mind the authorita 
nan and undemocratic state of 
affairs in Pakistan One wonders why 
the Gongressfl) is still silent 
Suhroto Nandi, Dhanbad 

• Sankarshan lhakur’s report on the 
non petlormani c of the Jammu and 
Kashmir government was compre 
htnsive It is evident that the GM 
Shah regime in Srinagar feels inse 
cute due to the lack of popular 
sujiporr and continual dependence 
on the Congress! I) legislatots 
Rdivii Gn'Vtdl, Calcutta 


Richma n’ s Pasti me 

T he cover story, is Video Killing 
Cinema^ (9—15 June), was in¬ 
formative However, I felt that the 
photographs published with the arti 
tie were totally irrelevant The tact 
that such indecent pictures found a 
place in Sunday shows the indiffer 
ente of the press towards aesthetic 
values 

Sumita Sam, Calcutta 

• I see no reason whv the film indus 
try is trying to establish that video 
and TV serials are killing cinema As 
video IS essentially a rich man’s com 
modity and TV serials are meant only 
for drawing loom entertainment, 
these cannot really serve the re 
cteational cause of the gen >ral 
public 

Ranendra Chreitien, Calcutta 

The Crisis of India 


I M 

■ was distuibed to go through the 

■ state of India portrayed so vividly 
in the cover stoiv A Summer of 
Discontent {IG —22 lime) The union ' 
goveinmom, state governments, in I 
tellectiials as well as the common I 

I people* should lake a firm and reso 
I lute stand lo lestoie unity among out 
I countivmen 

I Anna/ Alam Ctimaispuri Patna 

• 4sv<im Old Issues, iies/i Fffoits 
was inreiesiing The grim picture of 
the NeUii massacre published witli 
tht aititle serves as a rare historical 
document highlighting the govern 

I iiient’s failuic lo piotect the lives 
and propt'rnes of the minorities dui 
j ing the so called Assam movement 
' Naravan Ro\, Saapatgiam (Assam) 

* Refugees to Humanity was moving 
The otganisations fighting on behalf 
of the Tamils in Sri Lanka should 
lealise the haidsh>ps their fellow 

I beings art facing in the numerous 
refugee camps in Madias It is time 
they realised that violence is not the 
answer to their problems 
Bam Kumar Ray, Calcutta 


_Wro ng Usage 

I have something to add to Khush- 
waiit Singh’s Cential Hall Chit 
Chat (Gossip Sweet and Sour, 2i —29 
June) On hearing that my brother 
passed the school leaving examina 
tions one of my in ighbours came up 
saying, “Consolations' Consolations' 
On yet another occasion someone 
introduced me to his friend saying, 
“Aive mam apko insev intercourse 
karwata boon ’’ 

S Deb, New Delhi 


Corruption in Kashmir 
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COVER STORY 


Fi^ Marshal NTR 

I Sdlhon-rohocl film stai-tunw(i-puliti( lan Nniuhumm Iduika Winm Rtio, once a 
f hcimpion of upj)osition unify, is ta/kiny less uiui Joss uJiouf if os iio beronies 
HU H'usingJy infoleiunf in his dealings u itii his /)fiil\ men l/ie opposition, the ( ivil 
I sen (infs find even his (lose friends and (idmiK is Sy\NkAHSllAN 1HAKUR finds out 

how NTR has i hnngi d ond i\h\ 

T he forthcoming session of the NTR was tempoiaiily unstated m | The NTR they had supported had 
Andhra Pradesh Assembly August 1984 fhest equations hav» stood up against one party, one 

might well mark a crucial fast changed m reci nt months MR familv luk, today NTR defends the 

turning point in the politics of is.no longer the heto lit used to bt ol | cxti a constitutional authority of his 

j the state Eyer since the truncated the non (3ongress(I) politn al parties | son in law Chandrababu Naidu and 

1 session following the Assembly elec He might not havt become then i talks contemptuously of eyeiy poll 

turns in Maich earlier this year, chief opponent but is well on tht wav of tical paity other than his own He 

I minister Nandamun Taraka Rama becoming one Said N Gin Piasad had si<<od up against the arbitrary 

I Rao (NTR) has come in for a lot of secretary of the Andhia unit of the nature of the Congress lule in 

I I iticism The overrealous lot of Con CPI “It i‘ quite strange but todas wi Andhi a Pi adesh Out today his own | 
gre»s(I) legislators are not the only find it difficult to differentiate be gocernment bypasses the Assembly 
ines who will be gunning for him but tween the wav the Conpress(l) luled and promulgates oidinances Tht 

also the 32 members of the this state and the way NTR is admi non t ongtessll) parties had sup 

t'Pl the CPl(M), the BJP and the lusteiing Andhra Pradt sh poi'td NIR wlio si lod up against the 

Iaiiata Party are waiting to pounce Talk to any of NTR’s fiitnds in Conf.n s(I) chitl ministeis of 
m NTR Strange, for hitherto this the non Congress!(I) camp and they Aiidlaa tiiticistii). them for dt pi nd 

12 nu mbei group in the Assembly all have similai things to say NIR is mg too muth on tht tulers in I>< Ihi 

was NTR’s supporter They fought no bettei than the Congress(l) lit ’oda^ In nniiself lushts to tht ceittrt | 

the elections hand in hand with NTR has, m the words ol one opposition at evciy oppoitunity “NIR’ said 

and his leluguDesam, they spoke for leader, “shamelessly gone back on Bandaiu Dattatieya, gtneial secret 

him on public platforms and led the everything that he stood for in tht , ai\ ol tin BJP s Andhia unit, is such 

snuggle foi his restoration when initial stages ol his political 'ife ’ ' a changed man why uid we protect 


I \l tin Si iiiagar luiulavt (I to r) hoti Basu, I anioq Abdullah, ( handrajit ^ adai M K and ScmI \Iii yaaiii 





NTR? Only because we thoughr he 
was different from the Congress(l). 
But look at him now. When he 
needed our help, he was crawling 
before us. But with a large majority, 
he has decided to cast us all aside.” 


The conscience-keepers of NTR 
suggest that it is the opposition that 
has drifted away from the chief 
minister. But the opposition leaders 
vehemently oppose such a view. 
Why, they ask, should they part with 
NTR? What have they to gain from 
it? The Congress(I) might have an 
axe to grind but what will the non- 
Congress(I) opposition, which has 
supported NTR all through, gain by 
criticising NTR? As it is, they cannot 
in the wildest of their dreams hope to 
I replace NTR,for they neither have a 
i political base nor a well-organised 
i machinery in Andhra Pradesh, 
j Moreover, the opposition have made 
j it clear that they are not hankering 
I for a share in the government. As 
! Bandaru Dattatreya put it, the non- 
I Congress(I) opposition parties had 
I turned critics of NTR not by choice 
i but by compulsion For a long time 
I these parties had chosen to keep 
j silent about the failures of the NTR j 
government on various fronts. First ; 
I they gave him the benefit of the i 
I doubt for he was new to politics and j 
j then held themselves back for there ! 
I seemed no better alternative to him 
! in the state. They only hoped NTR 
j would realise his follies in good time | 


I 




There came a time when these lead- | 
ers began warning NTR of the fallout | 
of his policies and criticised his style i 
of functioning. Bui the chief minister ! 
turned a deaf ear to them. The NTR | 
who always seemed eager for the i 
counsel of more experienced friends | 
in politics began rebuking them in a j 
manner most humiliating. In the all¬ 
party meetings that he used to hold 
from rime to time, NTR made the 
non-Congress(I) opposition parties 
sit along with the Telugu Desam. On 
the opposition side there was only 
the Congressfl), giving an impression 
that all parties other than the Con- 
gress(I) were party to whatever NTR 
did. And in these meetings, NTR i 
would attack his allies, blame them | 
for not cooperating with him, as if i 
they were his own party members. | 

After two such meetings, the opposi¬ 
tion decided to part with the Telugu 
Desam. They would rather sit in the 
opposition camp even if it placed 
them in the uneasy company of the 
Congress(I). “We had to let NTR 
know that we were not going to be a 
party to his new policies. In the 
months since the Assembly elections, 
he has only been aping the Congres- 
sfl),” remarked an opposition leader 


■ _ : _ 

CdVER STORY 


The CM'S bictaforial Ways 


N TR has always been known as 
an arrogant, short-tempered 
man, given to highhancledness. In 
the initial months of his rule this 
trait was overlooked in the mass 
euphoria—not only in Andhra 
Pradesh but at the national level 
too—his historic victory over the 
Congress(I) had created. But gra¬ 
dually, as NTR strengthened his 
position, these tendencies of his 
came to the fore. Perhaps, the first 



N.'l. Kama Kuo 


picture of the “real NTR” was re¬ 
vealed in a case concerning one of 
hi.s own legislators, Bagidi Gopal, 
who resisted the admission of 
NTR’s son-in-law Chandrababu 
Naidu into the Telugu Desam in 
198.3 and was expelled from the 
party in return. Gopal was then 
served with anonymous threats to 
Ins life and so terrified was he that 
during that period he never came 
out of his loom in the new MLAs' 


ho$tel in Hyderabad for days on 
end. Immediately following the 
B.Gopal hKident came the non- 
gazetted officers’ (NGO) strike— 
NTR’s first test. NTR had, in one go, 
retrenched more than 40,000 gov¬ 
ernment officials by reducing the 
retirement age from 58 to 55. When 
there were protests, he retaliated 
by levelling sweeping allegations 
against the bureaucracy, likening 
them to plunderers. Provoked, the 
civil servants then came out with 
alle^tions ^inst NTR himself, 
“this man thinks he is the Nizam of 
Hyderabad and we his puny ser¬ 
vants,” one senior office/ re¬ 
marked. 

NTR had to admit defeat on the 
retirement issue but subsequent 
successes at the hustings have only 
emboldened him. His officers re- I 

sent his arrogance. K.Rosaiah, j 

prominent Congressfl) leader of i 

the state says, “We had sent a j 

delegation to meet NTR and we j 

were shocked to see the way he 
behaved with even the chief secret- 1 

ary. Almost as if we were his chap- j 

ra.s/.s.”Just recently,, during a meet- j 

ing with officials, the chief mini.ster j 

flung a file at the education secret¬ 
ary, V.P.Rama Rao, injuring his 
nose. The education secretary is, 
incidentally, tipped to be the next 
chief secretary of Andhra Pradesh. 
Official.s, understandably, are 
afraid to go on record about the 
treatment the chief minister gives 
them but make it amply clear that 
NTR is the kind of “tyrant one 
seldom comes across.” One of the 
reasons, in fact, of the repeated 
failures of NTR on the administra¬ 
tive front has been that he has 
never been able to carry the 
bureaucracy along with him. 

This dictatorial streak is even 
more evident when it comes to his ) 
own party. While MLAs and minis- I 
ters dare not say a word against j 
the diktats of NTR and his bench- | 
men like, Chandrababu Naidu, even | 
Telugu Desam Members of Parlia¬ 
ment cower in the presence of NTR. 
When th^ chi^ minister is in Delhi, 
one can often see all the 28 Telugu 
Desam Lok Sabba. membt>rs, dres¬ 
sed in yellow shirts and white trous¬ 
ers (or dhotis in some cases) lined 
up neatly at the Andhra Pradesh 
Bhavan; waiting for NTR like 
schoolboys awaitwig an inspection 
by the principal.' 

SankHvlMn TjtailiHr, IfyOontad 
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The Son-in-law Rises 


C handrababu Naidu has 
emerged as one of the most 
powerful men in Andhra Pradesh 
today, perhaps second only to NTR, 
Party MPs and MLAs take instruc¬ 
tions from him and ministers dare 
not defy him. NTR himself does not 
take any decision without consult¬ 
ing Babu, as he is called. A power¬ 
ful man, who is not accountable to 
anyone, Chandrababu Naidu neith¬ 
er holds a post in the government 
nor a position in the Telugu Desam 
Party. His writ goes unchallenged 
simply because the tall, dark man is 
the chief minister’s son-in-law. 
Babu has not only taken over as the 
de facto chief of the Telugu Desam 
but has also replaced P. Upendra as 
the main political adviser of NTR. 
So much so that NTR finds the 
going difficult when Babu is not at 
his side. In the political circles of 
Hyderabad Babu is known as the 
power behind the throne. It is com¬ 
mon knowledge that any work once 
approved by Babu can be easily 
accomplished. 

How much say he has in matters 
of state was demonstrated only re¬ 
cently: chief minister N.T. Rama 
Rao caused quite a flutter in poli¬ 
tical and official circles of Hyder¬ 
abad when at a press conference in 
the first week of July he appeared 
to be totally ignorant of the con¬ 
troversial sales tax ordinance pas¬ 
sed only a day before by the Gov¬ 
ernor, Shankar Dayal Sharma. 
When newsmen raised questions 
about it, NTR blinked his eyes and 
asked: "What ordinance are you 
talking about?” Details of the ordi¬ 
nance which levied sales tax on 
pickles, puffed rice and other pad¬ 
dy products, were furnished and 


I iM 

I Assembly elections in March 

I 1985 plaied NTR and his Telugu 
! Desam in an invincible po.sition; the 
i TOP bagged 202 seats in a House of 
j 294 members. It was a mandate that 
left NTR with no challengers. During 
this lime, he inducted a new set of 
adviseis led by Chandrababu Naidu. 
his son-in-law. Naidu is a known 
hardlinei, who cares little for the 
opinion of others and adamantly pur¬ 
sues what he feels is right. It was 
after the Assembly elections that 
I NTR closed tlie door on the opposi 
I tion. The consultations he used to 
hold with them from time to time 
1 were suddeiilv discontinued. Chan- 
i drabab'i Naidu had replaced them 
all. ^Lamented CPI leader N. Gin 
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NTR retorted: “No, no. We are not 
people who levy taxes on murmura 
(puffed rice) and chutneys.” It were 
NTR’s secretaries who finally came 
to his rescue saying that the ordi¬ 
nance had in fact been passed. 
Later, a clarification was issued to 
counter the impression that the 
chief minister was unaware of the 
ordinance. 

But what had actually happened? 
It was clear at the press conference 
that NTR did not know much about 
the affair. Or perhaps he had for¬ 
gotten about it. According to the 
grapevine in the official circles of 
Hyderabad, the ordinance was 
actually lying on Chandrababu 
Naidu’s table and had got mixed up 
with some papers. It lay there till 
one day Naidu accidentally found it 
and rushed it to the Governor. The 
Governor signed it but by this lime 
NTR and his cabinet had forgotten 
all about the ordinance! 

It is ironical that NTR, who rose 
to power on the anti-Congress(l) 
platform, has depended politically 
on people trained in the Congres- 
s(l) school of politics. First it was 
Nadendla BhaskaraRao.his foimer 
finance minister, who stabbed him 
in the back last August to captuie 
power, albeit for a short period. 
The second is Chandrababu Naidu. 
another product of the Andhra Con 
grass culture. Chandrababu has 
been in politics much longei 
than NTR and is known to have 
honed his skills at manipulation 
and manoeuvring He comes from a 
modest family of Naravaripalli vil¬ 
lage in Chittoor district of Andhra 
Pradesh. Naidu joined the Congress 
more than a decade ago and rose to 
become the minister for cinema¬ 


Prasad, “NTR has stopped taking the 
opposition into confidence. He holds 
no meetings, does not call a full 
session of the Assembly, does not 
even talk to personal friends in the 
opposition.” NTR himself does not 
disagree with such a remark. He 
dismisses the opposition with a wave 
of his hand. ‘T am not concerned with 
them (see interview).'" Such an atti¬ 
tude, say political observers in 
Andhra Pradesh, is due to the influ¬ 
ence of Chandrababu Naidu and his 
supporters who now surround NTR. 
They have convinced him that he 
need not worry about what the 
opposition says or does since he has a 
comfortable majority in the 
Assembly. 


tography in the T. Anjaiah govern¬ 
ment. He was a key member of the 
Congress(I) when NTR first con¬ 
tested the polls late in 1982. He 
campaigned fiercely against his 
father-in-law, and accompanied the 
then Prime Minister, Mrs Indir^ 
Gandhi to all her meetings in the 
state. When the Congress(I) lost, 
Chandrababu quickly changed 
loyalties and jumped on to the NTR 
bandwagon. His entry into the Telu¬ 
gu Desam was stiffly resisted by 
some members. But the son-in-law 
would not be ousted. Instead, B. 
Gopal, a Telugu Desam legislator 
who led the intra-party campaign 
against Naidu, was thrown out of 
the party. 

Although he wielded influence 
right from the very time of his 
entry, Naidu first saw his chance 
when NTR was temporarily ousted 
in August last year. Apart from 
playing a role in NTR’s comeback, 
Naidu also used the opportunity to 
“teach NTR some basic lessons in 
the art of politics.” Since then, NTR 
has dlw.iys depended on him; what 
IS more, he has vested him with 
powers that have provoked some 
embari dssing questions from the 
opposition and caused a lot of in¬ 
dignation among the party rank 
and file. Chandrababu Naidu’s 
highhandedness has led to large- 
scale discontent in the party apd 
alrc'ddy a dissident faction of the 
Telugu Desam is beginning to take 
root. The question they are asking 
NTR is: Why is a man who repre- 
.sents the Congress(l) culture and 
who has no locus standi either in 
the party or the government, being 
allowed to dictate terms ? 

Sankanhmn Thakur, Hydantmd 


In the changed circumsiances, the 
non Congrcss(l) parties have found it 
necessaiv to i estate their posirion. 
They are cl,n dying their stance, lest 
thev be mistaken as party to NTR’s 
changed policies. They are criticising 
him almost everyday. The CPI and 
I he CPI(M) proclaimed that NTR’s 
government has launched a series of 
anti-people measures, while the BJP 
held the chief minister guilty for the 
finunci>il and administrative me.ss in 
the state The Jaiuua Party felt that 
NTR had almost stepped into the 
shoes of the Congress; 1). They all 
seemed to agic»e that the NTR they 
had known and supported was only 
an illusion now Not only has NTR 
gone back on some majoi policies 
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M K nith I'rtsldent ?uil Singh during the latterS visit to Hsdirahad ntentls 
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tnd popul.ii programmes of his pat tv 
ind government, he has also in re 
cent mon'hs adopted policies that 
vstic quite unpalatable to his erst 
whilt allies 

The midday meal scheme foi 
school childien was one of the most 
popular programmes of the NTR gov 
einment It was withdrawn on the 
plea that the scheme was not being 
piopeilv implemented which is only 
a ictlection on the NTR govern 
ment s incfticiency On another occa 
Sion N1R had promised the people of 
Andhra Piadesh that his government 
would construct *^wo lakh houses foi 
the poor every year Suddenly aftei 
the Assembly elections, this prog 
ramme was revised and the number 
of houses to be constiucted brought 
down to less than one and a quarter 
lakhs What was more, the subsidy 
gi anted to people under the scheme 
was tut down to half And in the last 
few weeks the government, through 
ordinances has imposed new taxes 
worth about a bundled crore rupees 
Interestingly sales lax was imposed 


on such Items as pickles, puffed nee 
sugar candy cheese and other paddy 
by products All the opposition par 
ties criticised this levy as it would hit 
only the pool people of Andhra 
Pradesh 

The issuing ol ordinances—moic 
than a dozen when the Assembly 
session is so close—is another sort 
point with the opposition Most of 
them felt that NTR was doing such a 
thing because he v anted to avoid 
heated debates in the Assembly 

What has compelled NTR to go on 
a new fund raising ventuu is the 
utter financial mess Andhia Piadesh 
IS in today Such is the condition that 
NTR has had to order the disconnec 
tion of extra telephone lines in va 
nous district headquarters And all 
government vehicles on duty in the 
districts have been gioundcd in the 
collectors offices NTR sa\s he has 
done this because he does not want 
to waste public money, tht reality 
lerhaps, is that his govei nment is in 
no position to toot the bills The state 
BJP leadership has in fact, alleged 


that through sheei mismanagement I 
the NIR govcrtimenl has lun out of | 
money Alleged Bandai u I) iti iticva 
The situation is (luitc iinpie 
cedented The tvchcquti is ex 
hausted They hive not iclcascd 
money foi pruiicts that wen 
announced months bat k and thev ar* 
paving the salaries onlv 

with great difficulty 

W hile on the one hand NTR is 
grappling with a tinancial cri 
SIS on the other band his party is 
busy centralising powei An oidi 
nance was issued delinking the 
appointnients to grade I\ set vices in 
the govei nments tiom the state Pub 
he Seivice Commission (PSLi In 
stead the appointments will now be 
made by a district selection commit | 
tee which will compiise the /ilia ; 
panshad chief—a political man—ttio I 
othei olficials and two MLNs of the 1 
Telugu Desam Similailv anothei 
ordinance lemoved elected it pit 
sentdtives from syndicates of six in i 
jor universities in the state In tlu 1 
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new rtitangement the syndicates will 
Lonsisl ()1 live members appointed b\ 
tht goscrnment and four other e\ 
offiLio mtmbeis Both steps aie bia 
tant bids to enhance the influence of 
the lelugu Desam and to politicise 
the services Both the decisions have 
been ci incised by the opposition, 
which sees It as an anti demociatic 
usurpation ot power bv a paity 


which, ironically, raised its voice 
against the ‘ suffocation of democra 
cv in the state bv the Congrtss(l) ” 
There aie other reasons foi which 
MR IS under attack His sons own a 
huge plot of land in Nacharam in 
Hyderabad Sometime ago NTR con 
structed an ashram here and shifted 
residence But perhaps he did not 
like the place so he had another 


ashram constructed at Gandipet, 
somi U) kilometres from Hyderabad, 
and went to live there At Nacharam, 
NlRs sons decided to build a film 
studio Then suddenly one day, it was 
announced that the Nacharam land 
had been exempted from the pur 
view of the urban Land Ceiling Act 
Two officials of the uiban land ceil 
ing deiiaitment had objected to the 
exemption but they were overruled 
by no less an authority than the state 
cabinet 'Vet, the Andhra Pradesh 
home ministci Vasantha Nagdsh 
waia Rao maintained that the chief 
ininistei had not taken any personal 
dfcision He went on to defend the 
exemption asking whv a chief minis 
til s son could not run a business' 
Anothci case conceining land—this 
lime a 1 ()()() acie plot adjoining the 
Nagaijunsagai I ake in Hyderabad 
I his huge plot was granted to Mah 
esh Yogis Veda Vignana 'Viswa 
Vidva Pec thain last July ust before 
NTR wa>- uii t ited by Nadendla 
Bhask II Rao I he allega'ion is that 
the fi int ol the land involved “im 
I piopi 1 ind corrupt motives ”A com 
I mission he ideil bv Justitc M Krish 
na R 10 IS now conducting an enqiiiiv 
I inio the affaii 

And thei there ait of course,tht 
citations of hi own political inepti 
tilde After two and a half years in 
olfut NTR has still not (omi to grips 
with inatteis of administiation He 
eoniinats to quairel with the 
buieautracy foi petty reasons (he 
lecentlv hif the education secietary 
with 1 flit hutting him on the nose, 
and latei had to apologise) He is still 
hasty with decisions and moody In 
laei Ins peisonal behaviour has cost 
him dc ai 1\ Year before last, in one 
stioke lit liad lemoved more than 
40 000 oflitials from service by re 
diieiiig the retiiemeiit age from S8 to 
SS He latei had to levcrse the dect 
Sion and now all those retrenehed in 
108) art being leabsorbed NTR’s 
decision did nothing except create 
bad blood between him and the 
bureaucracy and unsettled the entire 
administialive machinery 

In the first week of July NTR made 
his fifth visK to New Delhi after the 
Assembly elections In none of his 
five visits had he met any opposition 
leadci All his time in New Delhi was 
spent exclusively with Prime Minis 
ter Ra)iv Gandhi and his ministerial 
pollcdgues at the centre It was very 
different fiom the time when NTR 
was the tallying point of the national 
opposition NTR in those days.tvas 
approached lor every problem Or he 
would fly down to New Delhi just for 
consultations with his “brothers in 
the opposition” or simply for an 
hour-long meeting with members of 
the opposition parties He, along 
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Is tlw Honeymoon Ovei? 



NTR tfeff) wllb Ramdif R#P, editor of tenadu 

■ .. . - . . — .. I . . . 


P erhaps nobody has campaigned 
fot MR the way Benadu — the 
largest selling Tdvgu daily of 
Andhra Pradedwand later Nfews- 
tane, the English daily of the same 
group, have done. Btaadu was be¬ 
lieved to have played a leading role 
us NTR’s thumpt^ Victory in the 
19B3 Assemblv elections Stndent 
in Its criticism of the Congress 
rulers ot the state, unequivocal in 
us advocacy of Telugu Desam. 
Benadu had gone all the way with 
NTR. Agam, in August-September 
J984, when NTR was ousted for a 
while, Benadu and New^time cla¬ 
moured for his reinstatement Such 
was the support lent by the gi oup to 
NTR and his party that an impress¬ 
ion gamed giound that Benadu and 
Newatme were the offiaal mouth 
pieces of the Telugu Desam The 
popular belief was that Ramoji 
Rao, chairman of the group and the 
chief editor of Benadu and News 
tune, was conmutted to supporting 
NTR, come what may The impress 
ion. It seems, was unfounded Of 
late, there has been a discernible 
change m the tone of the two news 
papers, much to the surpnse of 
some media watchers they are now 


leaving no opportunity to expose 
the chinks in Nin's armour One of 
the recent editorials, m fact, called 
him a “power hungry sanyasi " 
The unqualified support of the 
group to NTR in 1983 had been 
benmetai for both parties While 
NTR got a voice in the media, 
circulation figures of Benadu 
soared in the wake of the NTR 
eupbona. Rut the honeymoon was 
not to hut long. “We could not go on 
simiwrting ahy and every policy of 
NTR. We are an independent 
group We judge things on ment,” 
said an msider at Benadu, explain¬ 
ing the recent attacks the newspap¬ 
er has made on the NTR govern¬ 
ment But he did agree that the 
policy on NTR had been the subject 
ot many a debate during editorial 
meatmgs “In the end,” he said, 
“we came to two conclusions. Ours 
1 $ not an official paper of the Telu¬ 
gu Desam and Nlik is genuinely not 
performing well now; he has gme 
off the track " NTR, in the last few 
months, has l<wt many a fnend 
Benadu and Newsome perhaps top 
that list 
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Lessons in Sycophancy 


G andipefU) a Ifalmlet on the eclp 
of a Uke some iO 

kilometres from’Hydeiabad ft is 
here that NTR has built his iievy 
letieat—Shantikuteeram, 9 Uix 
uriam five rbom complex complete 
vsith an outhouse and SiCisant quar 
rtis NTR likes to tall it an ash/am 
Beside Sliantikuteeiam, on a huge 
plot acquired teccntlv by the Telu 
gu Desam, has spiung up a much 
bigger lomplex consisting of an 
L shaped barrack with about “sO 
looms This IS the new hcadquar 
teis of the lelugu Desam bpilt, 
savs Tummal Chaudhari, who has 
supervised its construction, “in 
memory of the gieat victories ot oui 
party’ Christened “felugu Vi 
tayani " the complex is lunentls 
being used as a school tor iraming 
party cadres, students, youths and 
MLAs—.they all take turns to tome 
heie to acquaint themselves with 
ihe party’s “ideology” The school 
IS a brainchild of Chandrababu 
Naidu and it is he who runs it ‘ Our 
aim,” he says “is to build up people 
who hast' a sense of commitment 
and a degree of honests in them 
That IS what they aie taught heip ” 
Theie arc some who disagree with 
Naidu Thev liken it to an acaclemv 
of “fascists ” 

A ten day camp for college stu 
dents was in piogtess when this 
correspondent visited Gandijiet 
About three dorun students had 
responded to the lelugu Desam’s 
state wide appeal There were half 
a du^en instructors, all m mustard 
yellow shirts and white tiouseis 
Lven Chandrababu Naidu was simi 
larly clad The students held plastic 
folders containing party literature 


In the course of the ton dav camp, 
they would meinonse it, sit for a 
test betore “passing out ” But at 
piesent they tell into a line and 
uiotly walked up to a concrete 
ais constiucted i<> the left of the 
bairacks Then the_> split up into 
lows and, with a signal from one of 
th6 instiuctors began laising slo 
gans of ‘ NTR /indabad 'The slO' 
gans weu followed bv a Telugvi 
song “Jlfa Tehi^u t^lli ” 

•Once the song ended slogans 
were laised once again and then 
the students filed back to the bai- 
lacks “See how disciplined they 
aie,” exclaime'd Chandribtbu 
Naidu “We want to make a bieak 
with the past The camps wul give 
biith to a different bteed of politi¬ 
cians—committed, dean, tndepen 
dent ” However, some students 
complained that theie was no 
freedom of discussion, contrary to 
what Naidu maintained “They 
keep telling us about NTU Ihey 
don't let us speak This is the fust 
dav and I am alieadv tired,” said 
one inmate 

I wo such camps—one for tiade 
union membeis and anothci for 
women—ha\e ahi ady been held 
Attei the camp for students, there 
will be one foi the vouth tollowed 
by an “orientation camp” foi party 
MLAs They come in batches, foi 
low a routine that begins at five in 
the moinmg and ends at nine at 
night Apaii fiom “NT Kism ’ there 
IS little to learn accoiding to those 
who have ,iftended these camps 
“Telugu Vijavam” aims more at 
cieating a geneiafion full of 
admiration for NTR 
S^nkanhtn Thakur, Hyihrabmt 


] with Dr Farooq Abdullah, the fotmer 
chief ministei ot Jammu and Kash 
mir, took the lead in the eia ot 
conclave politics 

The short duiation when NTR was 
out oi powei last August was anothei 
glotious pciiod ot paitneiship be 
tween the opposition and NTR I hen 
came restoiation and the lUctions 
And perhaps flushed with his thump 
iiigvictorv in the Asscmblv elections 
NTR felt that he was cut out loi 
greater things than the kadetship of 
Andhra Piadesh VIis decision to en . 
ter national politics with ilu laun i 
ching of the Bharat Desam hiis contr i i 
buted to NTR’s alienation fiom the 
national onposition N I R w mti d all I 
opposition parties to <omt logcthti 
undei the bantu i of Bhaiat Dtsam 
He asked for too much VVhv would 
any opposition paitv want to lose its 
identity toi a new oni led bv NTR-' 
And what concept did NTR have ol 
Bhaiat DesamWluie was the basis i 



P I pciiilra 


for It’ How would it function'' NTR is 
still not (leai about whai he means 
when he talks ol Bhai at Desam 1 vt n 
in his mmd, it remains a nebulous 
concept Twice its hiunching was 
announced and both times it failed to 
take off NTR is certain he will be 
able to launch Bharat Dtsam in Octo 
ber, during the Mahanadu —a 
general session of all wings of the 
Telugu Desam But who will loin it’ 
In how many states will it function’ 
NTR does not know His insistence 
that the national opposition parties 
will join the Bharat Desam was 
almost an affront to opposition lead 
ers They ignored NTR’s overtuit 
and this time it came as an affront to 
NTR Their relationship soured when 
NTR began to openly woo the central 
leadership In the state he stopped 
talking to the opposition, in New 
1 Delhi ne did not meet them at all His 
attention is now focussed on Rajiv 


Gandhi—“brothei Rajiv’—and his 
partymen NTR’s newfound love for 
the central Congre^ (I) leadership 
has not only irked the opposition but 
also Cleared all mannti of 
appi ehensions in the Andhra 
Piadesh unit or the Congitssfl) 
NTR stand ^ a the ci ossi oads of his 
political caree-^ today He knows till 
1 well that he has little oi no influ 
ence outside his state and that liis 
dreams of becoming a national lead 
ei have furi,ier receded with the 
iscc nt of a young Prime Ministei in 
New Delhi Meanwhile, he has lost a 
lot ol confidence and goodwill of the 
opposition both in the state and on 
tfe national lev el, which has forced 
him to keep his options open with the 
Congress(I) leadership It might be a 


bit pi'-matin t to say that NTR is 
going the M(.R way But as one of his 
own men in the lelugu Desam re 
maiktd Who would have known 
that one day the AIADMK in Tamil 
Nadu would be liand in glove w ith the 
Congress Ihcv all started on the 
anti Congres aiiticeiuit platlorm 
and look wluie they have ended 
iip’' NTR has needed the support of 
llie opposilioii—howtvet insigiuli 
cant Its slicngth mav be in \ndhia 
I’ladcsh—to keep himself m powc'i 
111 the pasi (without that si ppoir N 

Bha*.kaid Ran and tlu C 
might have kept him i\ iv tioni 
powei lor a much lon,'i i iinu | Now 
NTR s lys he i not con i un o about 
opposiuon paint H n ought 
assur.uitt clsiwhcii 
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Why are lakhs of 
Da nd ruff'sufferers 
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Because 
just one wash 
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them that 
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^^pposition Leaders Have Not 
Observed My Principles” 

N.T.Hama Hao told Sunday 


It WHS not one of those preddwn 
Intel Mews the Andhra Piadesh chiet 
minister N T Rama Rfio is so famous 
fill (’idiitinft Thi appointment was 
tised loi hah past Ine in the eiening 
at NTR s ‘ Lamp lestdence in Abids. 
a hustling Loinini n lal lotaliD in the 
heait of Jfsdeiahad NTR sat in a 
loom on the fust flooi, thnkl\ cat 
1 pctid and ciammcd with furniture 
I hi niei ling was hiief N1R ended it 
' abiiipth sasing he had important 
woik to attend to But the change in 
I him was otnious his indiffeienee 
I towaidsiht opposition hisieluitanee 
to Loniint lit on the leadei ship in New 
I Ihihi TIun IS mon ont can gauge 
ihoiil \fR tiom his inanniiisms—he 
ilwass I'llioMs in using his his 
til,mil t dents Duiing this iiitei\ ww, 
Rariia Rao nas iiiiLhaiaiteiisti'alh 
suhtl It I not oiiit did he /a/sc his 
tun I III issi It his point something 
'hit In dots so often ItcLipts 

Q \ou ha\ t 1 isited Nt u Delhi fi\e 
^ limes siini the Assemblv elec 
'tons and not unit hast \ou met an\ 

I opno It ton hader fill sometime 
I bat k \ ou used to do so Now vou meet 
I onl\ It nil IS of tht ientuil amein 
I lilt tit Min-' 

\ I have Roiit to New Utllii 
whcncvn I have lell tht need to do 
so lilt list nnit was vs hen I had to 
meet Vishwanath I’latap Singh be 
taust I had to discuss tcitain matters 
iv(at(l.ng the tinancial condition of 
ms state riieic e nothing unusual 
about mv \ isit % I go when w ork takt s 
mt the’e Whs shouldlunnettssaiils 
bother thtm'' 

Q IV/iv 'last' sou stopped meeting 
tht opposition leadeis^ 

A Why should 1 bother them un 
netessaiily' When theie is an otta 
I Sion 1 will meet them, not otherwise 
I I lies base not obseived mv pii/iti 
pies I had wotkt cl our a strategy foi 
alignment in tht elections but they 
did not implement it Whs should 1 
bother then-’ 1 have mote impoiiant 
things to attend to heie 

Q riieie IS a feeling that sou aie 
diifting towards the Congte‘ss(l) 

A I do not know What is voui 
feeling'' We are unchanged We be 
long to the opposition We are not 
pio C ongiess(I) We might be ditle 
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rent in our approach from other 
opposition paities So what'' We can 
not implement their policies 

Q But parties that hate all along 
supported sou ate now vour uitics 
They sav vou base stopped seeking 
their adtice and ate follow me the 
same policies as the Congi esst]) gov 
ernments had 

A When it is necessaiy 1 shall tall 
the opposition patties I cannot call 
them everyday Ihcv have begun 
Liiticising me on their own Let them 
do so The mote they talk about me 
the more popular 1 snail become 
And am I follow ing the policies of the 
Congrc'ss(I)’ let me ask you one 
question could the Congress do in 
seals what 1 have done in two years-' 

Q But vou have withdrawn the 
mid day meal scheme which was one 



Tl^y Imve 
me on 

ms Ttie mere tbey tallc 



of lour main promises to the 
people 

A Yes but we mas .tait it again 
Wc had to withdraw it lx laust there 
were some pi-ibU 'is Iht scheme 
was being misused at the local level 
My government will always be a 
philanthropic goseinfnent but at the 
same time 1 cannot waste public 
money As ^oon as wc think we can 
run the scht-me properly we shall 
stait It again 

Q Bow IS the financial position of 
the stare’ Vou seem to hate taken 
sescial dusteiity measuies lecentlv 
You have even oideied that extia 
telephone lints he cut and vehicles 
on govern nent duty in the distiicts 
be stationed at the collet tor's office 

A The financial position .s very 
good In fact, the union finance 


minister Vishwanath Piatap Singh 
complimented me on my success on 
the financial front He praised me in 
high terms It is tiue wt have taken 
some measures to sa\e money lectnt 
K but that IS only because I don’t 
want public money to be squandei ed 
Mine IS a rc-sponsible government 1 
teel committed to the thous rids ol 
m\ brothers and sisters in tlu state 
How can I waste then mmicy pist 
like that-* 

Q But youi performanti has | 
betn bad since the Assembly c/ec | 
fJO/'S isn’t It’ 

A Who says'* We die the first slate | 
to give scholarships to students Wc ] 
have begun giving free unifoims and 
books fot childien in classes one and | 
two We are expanding the span of 
oui irrigation network Work is going 
ahead on the Telugu Oanga pio|CHt 
on the Polavaram power station pio 
ject We want to establish anothei 
ZIO megawatt thermal staiion in 
Ravalseem In the last few yiais 1 
have brought mote discipline ni the 
government 1 have .iskcd Rustamp 
of Muhdidshtra to make lecom 
mendations on stitamfining the | 
administration Mv govtinment is | 
woiking eery well Now wc ate going 
It) oiganise the mandals winch will I 
further decentralise ihc ddmmistrti 
tion Wc shall take the goternmc'ni 
to our villages, to evetv dooistep i 

Q Theie IS a feeling that you have 1 
suddenlv thaiigtd voui stvle of funi 
turning dttei the Assembly t lections 
The tact that you have issin d so 
many ordinances when the Assembly 
session IS so neai is being ipiotcd as 
an example of this 

A 1 lemain unchanged Thtic is 
nothing wrong in issuing oidinances 
It IS Lonstitutionalh justilied And I 
brought them because there were 
ceitain leasons Wc have oui prioii 
ties and we icgulau oui lunttioning 
accoidmgly Whal is wrong'' Let peo 
pie sav what they want 

Q Is tht idea of Bhaiat Dl sani still 
alive with vou’ 

A Veiv much It shall ccmit 

Q When ' 

A At the tight time 

Intervtewed by Ssitkargfmn Thakur 




Do you 
really love 
your wife ? 

I How much 
I you really 
love your 
wife has a 
lot to do with 
the pressure cooker 
you will get for her II 
you like your wife )ust a little, 
just about any pressure cooker 
will do Love her a little more ? 
Buy her a better, a little more 
reliable one 

But if you love her more than 
you love life itself, get her the 




pressure cooker that is the safest. 
Get her the New Prestige. 


Why is New 
Prestige 
the safest ? 

Because only New Prestige has 
the umque gasket 
release system 
(GRS)-a 
umque safety 
device built mto 
the lid of the 
cooker—that 
makes it 100% safe 

If the weight vent gets clogged, 
excess steam builds up inside 



tf you truly love your ivife, 
now can you refuse to 
get her a Prestige! 


and if you have a spurious safety 
plug, it could prove a risk to the 
person nearest the cooker. With 
the New Prestige, the 
excess steam 
pushes out the 
gasket which 
lets out the 
steam safely, 
surely, 
downwards. 

Push in the gasket with 
a spoon and the pressure cooker 
IS ready for use again 
There is never the slightest worry 
when it’s a New Prestige That’s 
why It’s the safest pressure 
cooker you can buy For 

someone you love 99 





I 


Only New Pkestige is 100% safe. Only New Pkestige has the QRS. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Presidents and Prime Ministers 


A History of Their Tensions 


I s theie « f;u1f bttw( cn Pic sidcnt , 
Zail Singh and Pnme Ministei I 
Raji\ (idndhi’ Reitiit niwsp.ip | 
er reports and stitement'. b\ 

I opposition lejde'’% have suggested 
so Apparentls bttisten June 1982 
and Tune ISfiS the ulnionsbit ‘>t 
tween Ciiani /ail Singh and Rau\ 
Gandhi have undtijotii i •.e i 
change It was Raps ( > idhi rhi n a 
gencial secietarv of tiu Ciipi's^Cl) 
who had first convesed lo tiiaui /ail 
I Singh the then union honu nimistti 
I that Mrs Indna tiandhi w mtt d him 
I to b» the pie ideiiti d i nufid iic Ihi 
w IS on 8 lime 1982 i fi( form il 
innountemi til Iv ihi t oiif. u ••'•(If 
high toinniind i inn i tot ton ht li 
te I In lune ihi \( ii souiii k t o 
, tht Piesidtnl niadi n< met >1 III'- 
I fait th It t.lain/ail Slip It w 1 tifliJig 
hurl not onh bet ms the liinii 
Ministet V. is not i ( i siilti i tin Pits 
idem on tin aftiiis ot thi ‘■uUc but 
had alst not pud ihi usu il iiuite-.’ 
visits to tht Kashti iimli Rh n m be 
foil Old allct hi> foiticri lip> 

Iht tiansfti ot 'S Riiidi i tht 
1 bureaueiat vihtiin ( iiiu /ail smgh 
I wanted tin tain in fits pt tsonal -.taff 
I was seen as an tpici ittiont to tht 
Prtstdent Bintlra who e ti'iun had 
I expiied w IS dot to bt i' < iidbatk 
to his pitent .title Uul wii'ri the 
Piisidtnt of India on wlio t |)lta 
sur" the govtrnnitiit of Indi i is tun 
wants 1 pai titul ii pt t .on to lit put 
on his peisonal stall nn t set puon to 
the lult tan bt madt llowtvtr 
de.pitt the Piesidtnl btiiif. dis 
pleased 1 S Rindra was fanslciitd 
out of Dtllii 

Atiording to stones iiitulating <n 
the capital when Hindi a w is irans 
ferred, the' Pusidtni sent word to 
the Prime Ministei dt suing that the 
transfer bt Atalled Tliirt was no 
leplv ftom tht Pnnie Mini tei s 
office Aftei a few days a parlianien 
tary secrotaiy to the Piime Mini.ttr 
was approached Ht rcl used to enter 
tain the tequest foi letaming Bmdra 
in Delhi Inauessibility which has 
been the bane ot most Congress(I) 
politicians, had atfected the rela 
tions between the Rashtrapati Bha 
van and the Prime Minisiet’s office 
The President and the Prime 
Minister have well defined lolts 
under the Constitution of India The 
President of India, under article 74 


of tht Constitution (as amended by 
tht 44th amendment) is bound by the 
adviLt ol the council of ministers 
htadfd b> the Piimt Mmistti Of 
course the amended article provides 
tor the President to have his own 
Mf w on a m itu i He lan rcfei bat k a 
t ibint 1 diLision tor retonsidcration 
but if the labinil vetoes ihi Presi 
Q nt s obpttioiis he is bound bv tht 
tilutute wisdom of iht touiuil of 
nil'll itrs Ihe lelationship littwetn 
the Prime Minister and tht Prtsi 
dtot therefore allows scope tor dis 


cussion between the two Apart from 
artick 74 thtie is anothei interest 
mg pnnision art it It 78, which some 
how has not bten inttipreted either 
by commentator' oi by the tuditiary 
* This arti !e piovidts that it shall be 
tht duty ot tht Piinit Ministei to 
communuatt to the President all 
deti.ions ot till countil ol ministers 
i( latmg to iht adinini nation of the 
union and tht ptoposals foi legisla 
turn Itii.arrnk also provides that if 
tht Piejidtnt calls foi m i specific 
infoimatioii I elating to the adminis 
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President ^ail Stniih (back to the raineraf with Indira Gandhi 


tralion oi lot^isldtivr proposals, then 
the Piime Minister is required to 
furnish the same huitherniore it the 
President so desius, then he can ask 
tht* PM to liter to thi council of 
ministers aiiv deiisioti taken bv a 
ministci whith has not hieii discus 
sed hv tht cahiiiit Aiticli 78 theic 
toie, priMdts foi the Piesident of 
India the lolt of a watihdos ovet the 
atiaiis ol stale 

The impoitance of the council of 
ministeis headed by the Pitme 
Minisiei as embodied undet aiticlc 
74 IS certanils supplemented by am 
cle 78, vsliich deliiies the poweis of 
the President vis a vis the decisions 
ot tht couruil of miiiistais While the 
Piesident is bound h\ the advice of 
the ministers lie also enioys the 
tight to question but not altei, the 
decisions of indiv dual ministeis as 
well as ministeis loilectivelv So far 
the Rashtiapati Rhavan has not put 


di t icle 78 to use If it decides to do so. 
Prime Minister Rapv Gandhi would 
have no option but to furnish the 
details about the decisions taken 
during his visits abioad and othei 
decisions of the govt i nment 

O n 24 June, President Zail Singh 
undertook a foutnes to Banga 
I loie b> the an foice’s VIP plane 
Raidoot Fiom there he flew bv a 
I helicopter to the distiut town ot 
Anantpur in Andhra Pradesh, wheie 
I his piedecessoi, Neelam Santiva 
I Reddv, IS living a letiied life The 
ostensible pin pose of Ins visit was to 
greet Piesident Reddv on his “biith 
I dav ” But the lecoids have it that 
Neelam Sanjiva Reddv was boin on 
I 19 Mav and not 24 June The thin v eil 
I put around the puipuse ot Giani Zail 
Singh’s Anantpin tiip was not diffi 
cult to penetrate Amidst uimours 
that he was not being given due 


respect in New Delhi, the President 
had gone to consult his predecessor 
(who had dealt with thiee Prime 
Minister'—Morarji Desai, Charan 
Singh and Indira Gandhi 1 about his 
futuie course of action 
Significantly, in the same trip to 
the South the Piesident also met 
BD Jdtti, foimer vice president, 
who had acted as Piesident of India 
m the crucial days of 1977 after the 
death of Fukhiuddin Ah Ahmed 
Giani Zail Singh’s discussions with 
these two statesmen have not been 
made public, but the giapevine had 
It that Giani Zail Singh was unhappv 
and wanted to quit The differences 
between him and the executive head 
of the government which have ex 
isted since Opeiation Bluestai last 
vear seem to be it aching a climax 
It IS stiange that Giani Zail Singh 
and Prime Munster Rativ tiandhi 
should have 1 alien apart the wav 
they art itpoitcd to have If we 
recall the events of the fateful even 
mg II Oilobtr 19S4, it would be 
tome apnarent that l.iani Zail Singh 
went out ol his wav to make Rain 
Gandhi the successor to Mis Indiia 
Cidndhi fhe Piesident tut shoit hi 
foieign tup and >ushed back on heai 
ing the news ol the assassination He 
went straight to the hospital fioin the 
airport and there he consoled Ram 
Gandhi and askt d him to ateonipaiu 
him to the Rashtiapati Bhaian so 
that the new Piime Minisit r could he 
sworn in 

Tht Constitution is silent on the 
mode of sele'ciion ol the Piinu Minis 
ter While the Piimt Ministei has to 
enjov the suppoit ol tht majontv of 
the membeis ot tlu Lok Sabha (theie 
was no concept ol ‘ pai tv m the 
Constitution nil tht it cent ami 
defettion act) it is foi the Piesident 
to be satisfied that hi eriovs such 
suppoit On II Ottobei Giani Zail 
bingh did not stand on loimalitv He 
recognised the need of the houi to 
maintain political stabilitv and in 
vited Rajiv Gandhi to be the Pi ime 
Ministei a decision which was latei 
latified bv tht Congiess(Il Paitv in 
Pailiainent and given populai sant 
non dining the* geneial elections 
held in Detembei 1984 
li can bt aigued that the Congies 
s(I) pailiamentaiv boaid had “ uiiaiii 
moush" selected Rativ Gandhi—but 
the fact IS that at the time when he 
was swoin m ol the tive pailiamen 
taiv boaid membeis.Mis Gandhi lav 
dtad working piesident Kamlapati 
Tiipathi and Mis Maigatham Chan 
diashekhai wete lushiag back to the 
capital, cutting shoit their lespective 
toitis and onlv two membeis. Ptanab 
Miikhei tee and P V Naiasimha Rao. 
wete piesent in the meeting which 
• unanimously" decided in Raiiv 
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Gandhi’s favour. As for the members 
of the Congress(I) Party in Parlia¬ 
ment, totally oblivious of the swear¬ 
ing-in ceremony in the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, 30 of the total of 505 mem¬ 
bers met under the chairmanship of 
the deputy leader, N.G. Ranga, in the 
central hall and passed a condolence 
resolution. The act of Giani Zail 
Singh in swearing in Rajiv Gandhi on 
31 October 1984, therefore, was un¬ 
precedented. The President did take 
ah initiative in making Rajiv Gandhi 
the' Prime Minister after Indira 
Gandhi. 

The choice of Giani Zail Singh as 
the presidential candidate had sur¬ 
prised many. As the candidate of the 
ruling party, during the campaign, he 
had shocked many when he stated in- 
Gandhinagar, the capital of Gujarat, 
“If my leader (Mrs Gandhi) had said 1 
should pick up a broom and be a 
sweeper I would have done that. She 
chose me to be the President.” Till 
1980 he was a leader of Punjab. Even 
as the union home minister between 
1980 and mid-1982 ho did not lose 
interest in Punjab politics. As Presi¬ 
dent of India too, Punjab affairs have 
bogged the functioning of Giani Zail 
Singh. It IS well known now that 
when he flew to Amritsar on 8 June 
1984 after the Operation Bluestar, he 
did not do so with the consent of the 
e.xccutive head of the government. 

Reports about differences between 
the head of state and the head of 
government, when published, are 
promptly denied But this time we 
have it on the authority of the foi mer 
President of India, Neelam Sanjiva 
Reddy, that he had advised Giani 
Zail Singh not to resign It is not 
possible for the press to ask the 
President if he wants to resign. But 
the very fact that the former Presi¬ 
dent has asked him not to resign 
shows that the tensions of the office 
of the President have begun to tell on 
Giani Zail Singh. 

Tension between the President 
and the Prime Minister has been a 
factor in India’s political life from 
the days of stalwarts like President 
Rajendra Prasad and Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru. Indira Gandhi 
and the learned scholar, Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan too had differences. 
Even in the Janata days, Sanjiva 
Reddy first had differences with 
Morarji Desai and later with Chsran 
Singh. But the differences between 
Giani Zail Singh and Rajiv Gandhi 
are more of a personal nature t.han 
ideological ones. If as a presidential 
candidate someone makes sweeping 
statements, then consequences like 
the present impasse are bound to 
follow. 

ShuUialmta BhaUtchmya, N»w Delhi 



Jawaharlal .Vebru (kftl with 




J awaharlal Nehru would have pre¬ 
ferred Dr Sarvepalli Radhalul^ 
nan as the rirst P^sident of ludla.- 
However,- overwhelming qjdpien 
within the Congress bdog In tk 
Rajendra Prasad’s favour, the 
our went ..to him. Prom. thte. Vtefj 
beginning -Dr Prasad and 
had differences of qpituoh, hut 
did not deter the first Prime Minis¬ 
ter from calling on the President 
once a week. In the initial years Of 
tbe funetiomlng of the Cunstitotjon, 
of India, Dr Pra^d and Jawaharlal 
Nehm set cert^n healthy prdcO' 
dents. These, hoover., hgve beeti 
for^tten niow..1Beiweeit ^ Mgrch 
and 27 June this year the bead of 
stare «td the head of goventhhdht. 
tUd not meet at all. \ , ■' 

' On 27 June, after his 

, triumphan.rforeijpifoufjBajjyGaB- 
dhi had a brief with G.i inii 

Zail Singh but no h^d 

been pat in for the obdtelOn^.'That 
day the Prime Minister t^.eche* 
duled to go to the Rashtrapati Bmv 
van to attend the Asian 


the head of state ^uld . sei^ l 
plaaations from the mlhrstefs.'iii 
The position of Head .of 
in Jlndia cannot!:« dompar«?d t4i 
of the Briti^ mon?rch, thou#; 
constitutional jpundjip h« 
.asserted time ano^ again 
concept jof “satisfaction" of 
Prestfent of fitCM Is dmived 
the British . “satisfaction 
crown,** ?he British, monordh^f; 
oBice it hereditary while the offi^j 
' ;pf the ETe^dent of India has 
jbeeh' hfeUi by politicians. 
the ititahast shown by Gt'vylii 
Bin#' in :^njab. aiffat%,ifrat 

' -hn.hhdiVe-'pdUticldn.te'i^eit'jm: 

Srttish mot^ch, tin 
,.ah>qf from politics, ovocnight ’ 
Being awojch ia as the Preside# 
JawaharlalJSehrw notnniy ca ^ 

.. o« the regularly but t. 

co#juUe# Bipi reg#di#..,t; 

- appoih.t}h#fs # adnisterjsf' 

v'ihg'to 'thf'di#lo$tires..'4atff^;| 
hooh writeep by DrRaien#i»'* 
sad's, priyate sucreiary,. V# 





































J^rijord^n ,.rllnerblo^n^p byhua. k.n a. Bt^ut airp;,rl 
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A Worid Under Siege 


^«nfa Fahikciat iwm Bonn icpoifs on « 


inl( inntionul t('iioii‘,ni 


Benut, N June A Tran% World 
Airhnei (TWA) Boeing 727 jec i<s 
Jtijdcked to Beirut ftom Athens 19 
passengers who wete taken hostage 
are leJeased on 29 June 

explosion 
^ passenger terminal at 
tranktun airpon killing three pei 
sons including two children j 

CVA Island, 22 June An Air India 

P'*’>sengers and 
crew on boatd clashed into the 
Atlantic 180 kms off the Insh coast 

^ explodes 
at the Narita airport killing tno bag 
gage handlers * 


j I been the month ol the 

■ terrorists Aftei months ot com 

■ placency the wot Id was foried 
I ^ confront the chilling reah 

ties ol modern day terrorism be thev 
bombings, hijackings, kidnappings 
or assassinations It began m the 
mid Fifties with Amencan airlinets 
being increasingly hiiacked to Cuba 
but once the US and Cuba had work 
ed out a system where hiiackeis 
would nor be given asylum, these 
incidents began to peter out 

The trend of hijacking aircrafts 
y /guerillas to coeite governments 
o meet their demands first gathered 
strength in the Middle eastern 

hijacking occuired when three mem 
be» of the Che Guevara commando 


unit of tht Popular Fiont foi 
Liberation of Palestine (PtLP) 

® Vo ^'fline: 

August 1969 The pi. 
I mth 113 people on board was hija 
ed oyer southern Italy, en route 
Israel from New York The arrer 
was taken over at Rome at gun po 

sSrt?' 

landed, 

ei ahiiacke 
exploded rn the pilot’s cabin, aft 
the passengers and crew were ma 
to leave the aircraft by emergen 
chutes On taking control of the a 
craft ovei Italy, the hi,acke 
claimed that the operation had bet 
earned out because one of the ps 
sengers on board was “an assass 
responsible for the death and mise 
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of many Palestinian men, women and 
children,” and who would be brought 
before a “Palestinian revolutionary 
court” and tried foi his “crimes ” A 
PLFP statement, however, made no 
mention of the “assassin” but 
claimed that the Boeing had been 
seized as reprisal foi the sale of TO 
Phantom let fighters by the US to 
Israel 

It was the PLO attack on the 
Munich Olympics in 1972 that first 
focussed world attention on how de 
tei mined assassins could hold people 
and countries to ransom The attack 
by the Japanese Red Army on 1 odh 
airport in Israel the same year and 
the Red Brigade's kidnapping and 
murdei of former Italian Prime 
Minister Aldo Moro in 1979 high 
lighted the helplessness not only of 
individuals but aUo of nations More 
recentiv there was the IRA attempt 
to wipe out the entire Biitisli cabinet 
at the Conservative Party confeience 
in Brighton and the Beiiut hostage 
crisis underlines the vulnerability of 
I goveiiimetits even of supetpowers 
armed to the teeth with nucleai 
w€ apons 

lodav tl mgs have become much 
I mint critical Most wt,t(rn govern 
1 mtnts since the bcgmiiing tif this 
ycai let I there has been a •,inistei 
new dive'opment in tcrroiism that 
coordinated and concerted attacks 
by tliflt rent groups are taking place 
in 1 uropean countries lo substanti 
ate tbcir point thev mention intelli 
genet reports which claim thatieprc 
senratives ol all e tablished 1 uro 
pean terrorist movt ments—with the 
exet plion of the IRA and some newly 
formed organisations--met o Lisbon 
last ]unt and agieed to cooperate 
On 2 f August 19h4 25 kilos of explo 
srves wert planted in a cai outside 
the NATO building in Pans by 
Action D'recte But these did not 
explode On 18 December a carload 
of 18 kilos of explosives planted by 
the Rote ^rmee Faktion (RAI), 
failed to go off outside the NATO 
military school in Bavaria, West Ger 
many On 14 January, a car bomb 
planted by a new Belgian terrorist 
group, Celules C ommunists Comba 
tates (C CC), exploded near the 
NATO headquai ters What has intri 
gued and distuibed the authoriiie is 
that all three groups used explosi es 
from the same source—816 kilos of 
plastic explosives which were stolen 
from Ecoussines in Brussels in June 
last year 

The terrorists also seem to have 
agreed on certain specific targets 
mainly against NATO or companies 
connected with the weapons’ indu' 
try The attacks seem to be coordin 
ated, what with the terrorists sharing 
information, aims and cash There is 


also evidence that this new breed of 
terrorists, what the Germans call dit 
dritt< ptnetation -the third genera 
non—has learnt from the mistakes of 
Its predecessois Ihev are better 


organised and operate in small cells 
that are particularly difficult to infil 
tiate Since the beginning of this 
year, ovei 60 attacks have been made 
in t urope alone, making intornation 
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A School for Terrorists 


J "rank Camper,Jr. might look like 
an average 38 year-old American, 
but he has an extraordinary profes¬ 
sion: in hi.s “school,” which lie.s on 
30 acres of swamplands in Hueyvil- 
le, Alabama, he trains men in lech- 
nique.s to bomb, sabotage, and 
assassinate. Recondo School i.s a 
guerrilla training camp and awards 
Its “graduates”—200 in the la.st five 
years—not diplomas, but a black 
lightning-bolt patch. Among the 
school’s recent “honour students,” 
were at least four ffikhs by Mr 
Camper’s own admission. 

One was Lai Singh, the 25-year- 
old Sikh who has eluded the US 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
tFBI) since being charged two 
months ago with plotting to assas¬ 
sinate Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
and has more recently been impli¬ 
cated in the explosion ol Ait India 
flight 182 Another was Sukwiiider 
Singh, who now faces charges of 
attempting to assassinate Mr Blia- 
jan Lai, chief minister of Haryana, 
in New Orleans, Louisiana. He and 
four other Sikhs will go on trial on 8 
July, and Mr Camper is expected to 
be summoned as a star witness. 

Frank Camper’s training school 
in Alabama is described as a “24- 
hour battle ground” equipped with 
cannons, rocket launchers, 
weapons and explosives of eveiyr 
variety, and even simple mechanic¬ 
al devices made from metal rods 
and plumbing equipment which can 
snap a pipe in a chemical factoiy. 
At his training camp would-be ter¬ 
rorists learn to dodge live bullets 
and bombs, tight fellow students 
for booby-trapped food, torture 
their victims, hang a man iii a silent 
assassination technique and laid a 
building, knocking down a door 
with explosives and spraving the 
inienoi with machinegun fire 
In a senes ot interviews with tiie 
New York Post, the seli stvled 
guenlla leader, a former Vietnam 
commando and operative lor the 
Central Intelligence Agency and 
the bBI, claimed that some ol his 
Sikh luipils are now “out theie 
experimenting and playing around 
with the things ihev learned Irom 
mo ” One '‘experiment,” he said, 
was an attempt to use his “poison 
technique” to “contamiiiute the wa- 
tei supply of a girls’ school in 
India ” 

Men like Mr Camper tend to 
boast about their spicy military 
yentures ajid take responsibility ior 


the accomplishments of their stu¬ 
dents—what better way to drum up 
new clients? Mr Camper’s descrip¬ 
tions appear to match neatly with 
information contained in court affi¬ 
davits charging seven Sikhs in all 
with plots to assassinate political 
officials and overthrow the govern¬ 
ment of India. His interview with 
the Post, then has an air of credibil¬ 
ity. The Sikhs, he said, contacted 
him through an advertisement in a 
paramilitary magazine. “Sikhs are 
getting tiaining wherever they can 
get It,” Ml Camper told the Post. 
“They don’t have a central training 
area. They came here fto Recondo 
School) to tiain a cadre to go out 
and set up other naming camps.” 

“They even sought out profes¬ 
sional terrorist' to help them,” Mr 
Campei elaborated. He refused to 


“They (Ammand Singh, 
Lai Singh and others) 
left knowing everything 
they need to know for 
sheer terror. There are 
more than 20 targets... 1 
am afraid a lot of 
innocent people could 
lose their lives,”—Frank 
Camper 


name the “professionals,” but said 
ihc-y were “world class terrori.sts of 
the sort tliat can teach sophisti 
cated bomb timers.” Without flin¬ 
ching, bur with obvious allusion to 
t\ir India flight 182, Mr Camper 
said, "(The Sikhs) even wanted to 
blow up a i»laiu‘ ” He described the 
Sikhs as “highly dedicated warriors 
who are extremely determined and 
well organised for their aims.” 
They have learned, he said, how to 
handle explosives, bomb timers, 
weapons, evasion, and sabotage. 

In tile interview, Mr Camper 
appeared to have some compunc¬ 
tions about training men to attack 
civilians. “I teach warfare in every 
imaginable way, but if I ever catch 
any ot my former students in acts of 
terrorism, I will shoot them without 
a word ” He claims that he filed 


with the FBI and CIA a detailed 
intelligence report about the bluep¬ 
rint for terrorist acts which he and 
one of the instructors at Recondo 
School drew up for the Sikhs. The 
instructor, Mr Camper claimed, was 
Thomas Norris, the undercover 
agent whom Gurpratap Singh Bii'k, 
leader of those who wanted to 
assassinate Rajiv Gandhi, con¬ 
tacted in search of a “hitman” to 
assassinate Bhajati Lai. 

For the terrorist blueprint, copies 
of which have reportedly been 
shared with Indian intelligence au¬ 
thorities, the four “charter gener¬ 
als” of the Sikhs paid 10,000 dollars 
in cash, plus a retainer, according 
to the Post. The blueprint con¬ 
tained manuals for attacks ou civi¬ 
lians in New York, Toronto, Van¬ 
couver. parts of California and Lon¬ 
don and a “hit list” of restaurant.s, 
banks and business houses along a 
strip in Jackson Heights, New York. 
The terrorist hiuepi itit was sup 
posed to be recovered by agents of 
the FBI, but they bungled an 
attempt to raid a Sikh terrorist 
training ground in New Jersey on 4 
May, the day New Orleans police 
rounded up four Sikhs lingering 
outside Mr Lai’s hotel, according to 
the New York Post. 

Part of Mr ('amper’s contrac t, the 
guerrilla trainer said, was to .set up 
the New Jersey base— a ten-acre 
site with three buildings in the 
northwest hills of the slate in the 
town of Columbia plus another one 
in upstate New York. In late April, 
FBI agents put the properly under 
surveillance, and on 3 May, watch¬ 
ed as 20 Sikhs began arriving by car 
late that night. The local police 
were informed by the FBI that “an 
operation was to go down” in the 
area. But in New Orleans on 4 May 
cab driver Jatwinder Singh Ahlu- 
walia slipped out of police hands 
and called the New Jersey camp to 
warn his comrades. Mr Ahluwalia 
was later arrested, but the others in 
Columbia fled. 

Referring to the four Sikhs who 
received training at Retondo 
School, Mr Camper told the Post, 
“They left knowing everything they 
need to know for sheer terror. 
There are more than 20 targets in 
New York, Toronto, London and 
California, “he said. “I am afraid a 
lot of innocent people could lose 
their lives.” 

Sharon BuSor, WaMngton 
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Tightening Security 

iiii. 11 w ill 


W ith two million passengers 
flymg everyday, there is a 
limit to the measures that can be 
imposed without bringing interna 
tional air traffic to a gnnding halt 
Vigilance of airport security staff w 
vital and very often the crucial 
point IS that of motivating people 
who consider their lob boring Mod 
ern aircraft liners are particularly 
susceptible to a determined tertor 
1 st bomber The hold on a typical 
tranS'Atlantic jumbo flight con 
tains 500 suitcases, usually un 
checked by au-port securiiy staff 
On the tarmac, the plane is easily 
accessible to dozens of ground staff 
and, possibly, a saboteur The cabin 
of the airuaft is open to cleaners 
duiing stopovers and the caterers 
who deliver the food In future the 
350 passengers on a jumbo should 
all have then hand baggage proper 
ly X raved and their bodies 
screened by metal deiectois Iheie 
are, of course, hundieds (if 
thousands vt flights which do not 
face any problem but require only a 
few seconds of complacency for the 
gruesome act of a terrorist to be 
successful 


One new development on tite 
market which promises td Itellf' 
security personnel is a sensSciwe'^ 
electronic device It cen diM^CI ‘ 
alcohol in factory'Seal^ bottle^ 
and nitro>glycerine in packaged vjt- 
plosives, detecting one part i« 0 i 
trillion Its findings are instwnjy 
analysed and read out on a compM" < 
ter screen with, li necessary, m j 
audible alarm to warn of alcoti^i;! 
cannabis or TNT A lorry 
move into the X ray building whe«a /■ 
the X ray is so powerful that it ca|f. 
detect guns, ammunition and 
ties hidden in a roU of a carpet or 
rttngerator It can also see throtljfflii 
the parts of a car, including t&f, 
petrol slopping in die taiA. 'WhOa 
hand ba^age chn be relativd^ 
easily ch^ed, dheckuig freight m 
ume-consttming, and open to etror. 
This equipment which can dback 
the freight of 20 lomas per hour at 
40 ship containers or 100 tonnes nf 
air cargo costs ten million pourt^y 
to instml one seventh of tlm ptiet 
of a jumbo which is not mut^ 
considering the numerous Itvas 
which are at stake 
ffsHts toMam, Bom 


al terrorism one of the major issues 
of discussion at all international poll 
ticdl meetings The last four summits 
of the world’s seven industrialised 
nations had communiques on terror 
ism At the recent meeting of the 
European Justice Ministers in Edm 
burgh it was stated “The battle 
against terrorism is absolutely top 
priority ” But as the Indian govern 
ment recently discovered to its chag 
rm that foreign governments are un 
willing to take up strong measures 
against some of the provocative and 
possibly dangerous elements among 
immigrant communities It is unpor 
tant to note that by adopting such an 
attitude, members of the European 
community have hampered the fight 
against international teirorism 

A glance at the problems bedevill 
ing Franco Italian relations will illus 
trate the point Only a lew months 
back the Italian Piime Minister, Bet 
tino Craxi openlj accused France ol 
adopting “a somewhat rigid if not 
openlv negative attitude towards’ 
Italy’s outstanding 120 requests lor 
the extradition of suspected Italian 
terrorists living in franct While 
Prance vehemently denies “harbour 
ing multinational tenorists capable 
of striking throughout Furope ” 
french spokesmen say that their 
policy IS that all who had committed 
Molent bloody crimes or were ac 
cused ot aiding and abetting such 
crimes could be extradited provided 
there was sufficient evidence to sup 
port the charges However, France 
says that of the ten cases only a few 
have adequate evidt nee A similar 
case IS made against the f rtneh by 
the Spanish authorities who fre 
quentlv accuse the trench of har 
homing Basque separatists At the 
root of the problem is the contradic 
tory polifies that France has 
adopted that of eradicating terror 
ism and its principle of giving asylum 
to political refugees 

S uch conflicting attitudes in couti 
tries professing to fight terrorism 
hamper the fight agaiiistit 
It might, as in the case of Belgium, be 
that the government chooses to 
Ignore terrorism while condemning 
It Until a few months ago the Bel 
gian government gave little thought 
to the issue of terrorism as long it 
was not made the target of terrorist 
attacksland was therefore a haven or 
terrorists on the run With the emerg 
ence of a terrorist group, the CCC, 
Belgium is paying for its slackness 
The attacks bv the CCC on the NATO 
headquarters took the government 
completely by surprise Brussels in 
the earlier part of the year was a citi 
under siege, and random road blocks 


to catch terroiists are a rcgulai fea 
ture of life now Many othei coun 
tries ielt that they had then tenor 
ists defeated Complacency had 
crept in At least this was ihe case in 
West Germany, when last year the 
police were able to get hold of the 
plans for attacks and lists of targets 
f 1 om memb< i of the RAI who wtrt 
arrested Though Dr Zimmermann, 
president of West Germany’s Space 
and Aeronautical Fedeiation was on 
the hit list nothing was done to 
protect him A few months later he 
was shot dead in hi' house by torroi 
ists 

The lecent sp i c ol t^iionst acfi\ 
ity has treated v irldwide awareness 
of the fact that many tenorists have 
regrouped and are spoiling for 
another n und and that there must 
be intei national cooperation to de 
feat the ni -nace An Au India official 
said that now there are chances that 
the Indian government’s lequests for 
extra vigilance and clamping down 
on the extremists active in Wesfein 
countries might be taken more 
serious!V Part of this vigilance could 
take the form of more cooperation 
between governments and their in 
telligence units and more exchange 
of mformarion 

The recognition that modern ter 


rorism is a transnational phe 
nomennn and the awaieness ot the 
need to plug loopholes, whuh allow 
terrorist crimes to be exempted from 
extradition trtanesjias finally set in 
lust a day after the Al Jumbo disas 
ter tiu Ub and UK agietd to sign a 
supplementary extradition ti eaty de 
nying political dttt nee for “fugitives 
accused or convicted of certain se 
nous offences of violence ’’ This in 
eludes the case of Mr Docherty, a 
membei of the provisional IRA, who 
escaped from jail days before he was 
to be sentenced to life imprisonment 
for murder He won his case in the 
US last year against extradition, un 
the grounds that his crime was poll 
tical Othei sutcessiul defences have 
been mounted against extradition by 
IRA terrorists, including many per 
sons wanted for murder and bombing 
chaipes These cases have angered 
many Britons and the new deal will 
(over all violent offences including 
hijacking, taking hostages and mur 
der Similar treaties should be made 
by various countries to counter the 
specific threat posed by mternation 
dl terrorism 

The events at Tokyo’s Narita air 
port, which IS nicknamed “fortress" 
by airline personnel and the bomb 
explosion at Frankfurt airport which 
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Murder in the Air 


A loud bang, sharp cracking 
noise, the wail of a human 
being these were the sounds emit¬ 
ted duiing the last tew moments by 
Air India’s doomed Kanishka, te 
corded at bhaniion air conttol in 
Ireland, before the iiimbo jBt with 
321) people on board became the 
latest victim ot the Khalistam tei- 
lorists operating from Canada 
A high level team of investigators 
headed hv the secretary of the 
ministry of civil aviation and tour 
ism. Dr S S Sidhu, Capt B K 
Bhasin, dirottor, flight safety, Indi 
an Airlines, and the direi ttn genei 
al of civil aviation, air marshal Rate 
on their return from Cork (Ireland) 
said that on the basis oi the evi 
dence collected so far it was a i leai 
case of sabotage 
Kxperts belonging to internation¬ 


al iigencies as well as the Indian 
team had come to the conclusion on 
the basis ol ihe clues available that 
a bomb was plaiiitd in the bulk 
head of the anciaft which triggoied 
off the explosion ovei the Atlantic 
Ocean The lutnbo w.ts flying at an 
tdtitude ol 11 000 feel and musing 
at a speed of 700 kms pc'i hour 
Talking to Si'NDw one ot the inves 
tigatois leconstiucted the events 
pieteding the crash 
Accoidmg to one theory, the 
bomb was eithei in a hov ot one ot 
the London liound passengeis oi 
was planted in the bulk-head of the 
cargo section at Monti eal This spot 
IS next to the electionic bay atid 
exactly undet the lirst class cabin 
When the explosion took place at 
11,000 feet It complotely destroyed 
the electionic bay—the brain—of 


the aircraft and threw the huge 
an craft out of conti ol It is believed 
that due to the failuie ot all ton 
troU—electronic, hydraulic and 
manual—all efforts of the captain 
and the co pilot to steady the an 
Cl aft tailed 

Explaining the lecoidings ol the 
last sounds from the anciatt, the 
experts said that the VHT (veiy 
high fret]uentv tiansmiiteii must 
have been at mated bv mu of ihe 
pilots which conveyed the happen 
mg in the cockpit toi ‘5 2 seconds to 
the Sshannoii an control Ihe sound 
spectrum ot ihc' it'toidings aiuih 
sed by the Roval Air Touc’ e-tab 
lishmtnt ,ir Fatnboiough has shown 
that ii contained a muflled bang, .i 
human shriek and some cracking 


slant touch with the aiicialt tioni 
the time it entered fiish an space 

The cockpit tianspondei kept emit 
ling electionic signals to the 
giouiid station guing the flying 
lime, diioction of flight, spec cl and 
altitude till seven seconds past 7 10 
am local tune (12 5') IRl) Ihc-rc 
was no contact toi 20 seconds and 
the ground station knew that there 
was something wiong with the 
plane It was seen on the radar 
scieen till that time and then sud¬ 
denly disappeaied 

Within minutes it was known that 
the aircraft had trashed into the 
Atlantic Ocean The explosion 
theory is supported by a number of 
factors the total failure of the 
control^, no communication tiom 
the Cockpit, no mayday signal, not 


even a woid tioni the pilots There 
are many safety systems available 
on the Boeing 747 aircraft The 
manufacture! s claim that the air 
I aft IS so siuich that even in the 
eunt of lailuie of all the four 
engine's it could glide for half an 
houi 

The dutojisy of the' victims reco- 
voic'd so fdi. as well as the analysis 
ot the iiuuiics, support the theoiy 
ol a mid .lit explosion since most of 
the iniurifcs had been sustained 
befmc the bodies hit the watei The 
hi acikss bodv ol one- ot the passen 
I’oi' ‘tifiigthcned the htliet that 
tilt aiicialt bioke up m mid an 

lilt d.ini igt c.uisctl to the an 
Cl aft was s(i sucidon md massno 
that cct!' the gis ni.i ks which ate- 
placed )vtih<-ad iiici meant m fall 
autonn't iliv iii tin tienr of de 
Lompit itiii failt ti It) tiptiait The 
boitlc' Uiltcd wilh tiyygcii wore 
Imuiii btok. II llic nice aigaiots are 
not iiibtif out ihi pus ibility ot 
tcrimi-is iiUltialiiv' the socuiit, 
aiiaiigc III. Ills ul \n India at Mon 
ireal 

Till coldblooded mutcui of 329 
innoi.ni pcoplt has shoclcd the 
woilcl anti intc I ii.ttioiial ifciKies 
itlaretl to .icialion sccuiity ait 
living to tiiid out a way which ctnild 
pit VC tit hiiacKing and spot explo 
sives Ol dangoiDUs weapons hidden 
111 ilic luggage hold of lilt diuiatf 
Ihc managing dllec tm ot An India, 
n host, said all tffoits weit being 
made to tidce a jiasst tiger w.ho Imd 
booked a sc at on this 1 light as also 
on the ('anaclian Pacific flight to 
Tokyo 

The thc'ory that an exphision des 
tioyccl flight 182 was turthei 
stiengthened with the explosion in 
the caigc) containei ot a Canadian 
Pacific Airways llight which landed 
at lokyo’s Naiita aitpoit Yet 
anoiliei blast took place at Rome 
airpojt again in the caigo con 
tamei 

The world intelligence* agencies, 
’vith coopoiation fiom the Cana 
dian authoiities, the Federal 
Buieau ot Investigation and others 
arc looking foi Ammand Singh and 
Ldl Singh, the two clean shaven 
Sikhs fiom Canada alleged to be 
the biain behind the Kanishka ex¬ 
plosion The American intelligence 
authoiities were also looking foi 
them in connection with a plot to 
kill Rajiv Candhi duting his visit to 
America last June 
Bit • SpmcM CorratpoMkHtt, ft»nf IMM 


noises 

The Shannen aitpoit was in con 



A gnvr-sliicken relative being consnled at Palam airport, New Delhi 
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K( (ID opii itioiis III pioi'uss ji C ork Island liUi tiu kiiiu 4ii India disaster 


hds the reputdtioT) (it tn ingoni of the 
most security cnn>sious lo the woild 
show that terrorism Ccin tic contained 
but not eliminated The maniac is 
evei piesent keeping! i i ecn cve 
open tor the ni phgt lU st( ui i ^ atten 
dant the defective mathine or that 
one moment of inaittntivt nes oi 
complacency But lust as the ttitor 
ists art exploiting high leclinologj to 
meet thin ends stcuiity peisoninl 
should take stringent steps again t 
these madmen (set box) 

Another way ol defe itiiig intcina 
tional terrorism is by hoidnig stead 
fast and not giving in to then dt 
mands, regardless of whethet the 
airport under siege is Madras Beirut 
or Lanarca It is easy to be cynical | 
about international measures against 
terrorism Though over 100 countries 
signed the treaty of Hague in 19'0 
which calls for the punishment >i 
extradition of hijackers many failed 
to observe it This could make the 
crucial difference There should te 
no knuckling undei terrorist press 
ure Terrorists and saboteurs should 
be made to feel the risks of then 
obsessions, so as to deter further 
hijackings, murders and kidnap 
pings A concession to hijackers to 
day would be a disaster for otheis 
tomorrow Only a carefully planned 


global package deal can help contain 
this menace of modern times I or it 
IS not just the anciaft and Us passen 
gets that are at risk Remember the 
hijacking ot the train bv Moluccaii 
teirorists a touple of years ago in 
Holland^ An impoitant way would of 
course hi to follow an objective 
longterm policy and to evolve poll 
tical solutions to the problem, where 
vei possible This applies especially 
to Lebanon and Beirut, the hot beds 
of terrorism today But there will 
always be a group of people who will 
lemain dissatisfied, unable to gam 
thi ir aims by democratic means, and 
ready to resort i i the weapons of 
ten or 

Despite the recent wave of terror 
ism, theie can be little doubt that the 
battle against terrorists is being won 
For example between 1969 and 1981 
there were S2 cases of bombs explod 
mg on board planes and 68'> people 
were killed In the years between 
1977 and 1981 only seven deaths 
occurred Although 1985 is a particu 
larly bad year in terms of security 
measures, the sinister develop 
ment of international cooperation 
among terrorists is possibly a sign of 
their weakening hold The various 
groups have been pushed towards a 
merger because they are too weak by 


themselves Or take the arrest of top 
Italian terrorist Barbara Balzemani, 
who was sought foi the abduction 
and muider of foimer Italian Pre 
mier Moro m 1978 It took the police 
seven vtars but they have got her 
now As lATA officials discussed 
anti terionsi measures in Montreal, 
atttndcd by thi civil aciation minis 
ters of the US and UK, the Milan 
summit communique has shiwn the 
renewed determination of Europe to 
defeat terrorism The aims include 
an agreement not to sell arms to any 
state which gives refuge to terrorists, 
a better exchange of information 
between secuiity forces and the ex 
tradition of terrorists 
The disaster of Air India’s flight 
182 was, if caused by a bomb, the 
worst ease ot in'ernational air terror 
ism But It IS also the first ease of 
spontaneous cooperation between 
governments over three continents 
Indeed, it was a unique space based 
surveillance system, combining 
Soviet and American satelhtes with 
French and Canadian instruments 
that had helped lead rescuers to the 
wreckage of the Jumbo jet It might 
just be the beginning of more effec 
tive international cooperation to 
fight the global roller coaster of ter¬ 
rorism 
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INVESTIGATION 


Congress (I) MP in 
Bank Fraud 

An m\ c'sligatjon info how a mombnr of the ruJing party is getting ric h 

by manipulating bank loans 


W hile the government still 
gloats over the arrest of 
the London based high 
profile financial juggler, 
' Rajendra Sethia, there aie dozens of 
Sethias playing their games under its 
very nose The government is de 
finitely not oblivious of them, but has 
decided to conveniently look the 
other way How else can the attitude 
of the centre towards Progressive 
Constructions the Hyderabad based 
organisation of K Sambasiva Rao 
Congress(I) Member of Parliament 
from Machhlipatnam and AICC(I) 
joint secretary, to be desciibed’ hor 
years the company has libeially 
spent the funds of several national 
ised banks and financial institutions 
violating every conceivable norm 

The company’s actiyitics have been 
discussed even in Parliament But 
not only has the government siu 
diously avoided taking any action 
against the firm, it has also ignoied 
the demand for “a fan and impartial 
enquiry” into its activities 

The ways in which Progressive 
Constructions and its 40 odd affiliate 
companies have hoodwinked banks, 
such as the Andhra Bank, Corpora 
tion Bank, Indusiiial Development 
Bank of India, State Bank of India, 
Syndicate Bank, Indian Bank, Bank 
of Baroda, Bank of Maharashtra and 
even the Reserve Bank of India are 
ingenious in then vaiiety and sim 
plicity If Raiendra Scthia gave ficli 
nous letters of credit (LC) against 
which he obtained loans from banks, 
K S Rao and his associates did not 
even bother to generate fictitious 
bills oi LCs lilt \alut of tilt assets 
was changid accoiding to tht needs 
of the situaiiun II the balance shcHt 
showc d tht total \alue ot fixed assets 
as Rs 2 477 < lores with a mininial 
stock in track of Rs five lakhs tin 
securities offered to va 

nous banks against advance of loans 
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was as' much as Rs 12 2 crores — five 
times the amount in the books (The 
total charges registered by the reg 
istrar of companies, on the other 
hand, made a happy compromise at 
Rs 7 52 crores ) With the securities of 
Rs 12 Cl ores, the firm had secured 
advances to tne tune of Rs 18 4 
crores These comprised Rs 4 6 
croi es from Andhra Bank, Rs 2 6 
crores from Corpoiaiion Bank, Rs 2 2 
crores fiom the Reserve Bank, Rs 6 
crores from the Madhya Pradesh gov 
emment, and another Rs 3 crores 
from the IDBI, State Bank of India, 
Indian Bank, Bank of Baroda and 
Bank of Maharashtra 

The modus operandi of Progressive 
Constructions was simple 1 irst, the 
value of securities was inflated This 
IS on record in a letter (No 666/16/ 
5303 dated 21 August 1982) by the 
general manager of Andhra Bank, Mr 
M Gopald Krishnaiah, to the Sultan 
Ba/ar branch which was dealing with 
the case Mr Kiishnaiah notes in his 
letter “Ihe total value of the secur 
ities (of Piogiessive Constructions) 
was observed to be Rs 1 55 crores as 
per the statement submitted by the 
branch and on scrutiny it was found 
that some of the securities have been 
revalued at very high value ” The 
second method was even simpler 

The firm had offered the same secur 
ity as collateral to a number of 
banks The same fixed assets in the 
foim of machinery had been 
hypothecated to the Madhya Pradesh 
government as well as several other 
banks For instance, while the ba 
lance sheet still showed fixed assets 
of Rs 2 08 ciores in the financial year 
1983, the firm had hypothecated 
machinery valued at Rs 3 92 crores to 
the Sultan Bazar branch of Andhra 
Bank against advances repayable on 
or before 15 January 1984 at 18 per 
cent interest payable quarterly At 
the same time, the firm had also 


received advances from the Madhya 
Pradesh government with the same 
assets as collateral There was a third 
manner of deceit The firm quoted as 
security the property that had 
already been sold This is borne out 
by the fact that Mayuri Apartments, 
Begumpet, Hyderabad valued at Rs 
1 23 crores remained in the list of 
securities pledged to the Andhra 
Bank, as submitted to court, long 
after it had been sold Interestingl> 
the sale value of the flats in thi 
statement of sale shows a total value 
of Rs 78 lakhs 

As if this was not enough, the 
conglomerate of firms headed by 
Progressive Constructions indulged 
in yet another game of deceiving 
banks One firm or individual would 
draw a cheque in favour of another 
sistei concern This was done in spite 
of the inadequate balance in the 
account The drawee would im 
mediately get the cheque discounted 
at his bank—the Andhta Bank in 
most cases—which would allow it 
without any cross checking It was 
only weeks—and sometimes 
months—later that the bounced che 
que was presented for payment and 
adjusted in the drawee’s account Mr 
G Natrajan, a director in Andhra 
Bank had complained in a report 
that Four cheques which were 
purchased for Rs one lakh each on 9 
January 1982—three cheques were 
drawn on Andhra Bank, Bhopal and 
one on its Varanasi branch—had 
been returned unpaid and the same 
were adjusted on 13 July 1982 after 
they had been retained for more than 
SIX months Such cheques were held 
tor two to 24 months The bank 
instruments were obviously not sent 
for collection by the banks im 
mediately after they had been depo 
sited as is reqmred, but sent only at a 
later date to facilitate money “rota 
tion” by the companies The amounts 
involved ranged from Rs 50,000 to Rs 
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five lakhs. 

This discounting facility was 
availed of not only in the case of 
cheques drawn without adequate ba¬ 
lances, but also with fake bills. The 
track-record of Yuvabharathi Che¬ 
micals and Steels, one of the affiliate 
concerns, is particularly notorious. 
To quote a Reserve Bank report 
dated 30 June 1982 in which 
Suryanarayana, inspector of the 
branches, clearly indicts the firm; 
“Several supply bills drawn on pri¬ 
vate parties have been purchased 
without obtaining confirmation. The 
powers of attorney were not reg¬ 
istered in respect of three drawees. 
About ten bills purchased between 
September 1980 and January 1981 
have been outstanding and one of the 
drawees not only denied receipt of 
the material but also complained 
that the bills were fake.” The RBI 
report goes on to state. “The bank 
has also purchased certain advance 
bills under inland letters of credit 
opened Although the bills were got 
adjusted, there is no evidence on 
record to the effect that interest 
thereon at Rs 71,000 has been reco¬ 
vered/debited fiom/to the accounts 
of the units ” That the bank was 
colluding with the firm was obvious 
The firm even managed to draw 
loans and obtained bank guarantees 
fiom various brant hes of banks not 
covered in the sanctions. This in¬ 
cluded the Karo) Bagh branch of 
Andhra Bank in Delhi and the Raipui 
branch in Madhya Pradesh where 
there was no sanction for such facili¬ 
ties. This too has been commented 
upon in the report referred to ear¬ 
lier. 

It is also difficult to explain the 
sudden disappearance of stocks 
worth Rs 12.92 lakhs pledged to the 
Andhra Bank and lying in the bank’s 
custody unless certain officials at the 
bank were conniving with the firm. 
The deputy general manager at the 
central office of Andhra Bank wrote 
in a lettei to the chief manager, 
Hyderabad main branch: “We refer 
to the above mentioned account and 
wish to inform you that the conduct 
of the account at your branch was not 
satisfactory and it has resulted in 
gross misrepresentation of facts to 
the central office. For instance you 
have informed us that there is suffi¬ 
cient DP under KCC and OCC in this 
account and vide your letter dated 10 
March 1982 you have confirmed that 
the goods held by us are of the value 
of Rs 1 i.95 lakhs to cover the liabili¬ 
ties under KCC and OCC. The valua¬ 
tion made by our approved engineer 
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indicates that the value of stocks is 
Rs 2.03 lakhs only. This shows a 
deficit of Rs 12.92 lakhs and amounts 
to gross irregularity Hence we 
advise you to call foi explanation 
from the concerned officer for this 
serious lapse immediately and in¬ 
form us about the action taken by 
you.” Though the discrepancy and 
the charges of unauthorised removal 
of stocks by YuvabharathiSteels were 
established no legal action was initi¬ 
ated by the bank. 

T he list of frauds committed on 
banks goes on. Not only was the 
Sultan Bazar branch of Andhra Bank 
coveting up for it, but also the cen¬ 
tral office of the bank seemed to be 
sweeping it undet the carpet The 
vigilance officer in a lettei to the 
general manager informed him of the 
purchased cheques which were re¬ 
turned unpaid and later adjusted (oi 
outstanding) in the account of Piog 
ressive Constructions. In refeiring 
the matter to the chaiimaii, the 
general manager admits- “The out¬ 
standings in the accounts are lairly 
large and they have been long over¬ 
due. The board had also asked for a 
special report on the issui' sometime 
last year. The finance ministry too 
requested clarification of this 
account. So tar we have not referred 
to the board nor replied to the minis 
try. We have also received a lettei 
from the RBI. Shall we inform them 
of the present position’ Submitted 
for instructions.” The note indicates 
the laxity— deliberate oi otherwise- 
shown by the bank in dealing with 
this case. Letters from the ministry 
seeking information on the irregular- 


If Ra jendra Sethia gave 
fictitious letters of 
credit (LC) against 
which he obtained loans 
from banks, K. S. Rao 
and his associates did 
not even bother to 
generate fictitious bills 
or LCs. The value of the 
assets was changed 
according to the needs 
of the situation. 




ities in this particular account went 
unanswered for a whole year. 

How exactly did Progressive Con¬ 
structions, and the 40 compmiies 
under its umbrella manage to receive 
this preferential treatment? The 
answer to this is evident: Mr K.S. 
Rao, a partner of Progres¬ 
sive Contructions before it was trans¬ 
formed into a private limited con 
cern, was also on the board of direc¬ 
tors of the Andhra Bank. He resigned 
from the board of Progressive Con¬ 
structions on 3 January 1982 follow¬ 
ing his appointment as bank director, 
but he continued to hold a major part 
of the shares of the concern which 
essentially remained a family busi¬ 
ness. After him M. Rajendra Prasad 
who IS a nephew of Mrs K.S. Rao, 
took over as the managing director of 
Progressive Constructions The other 
executive partners in hi: concerns 
included the son ot Mr T. An- 
jdiah, union minister for labour and 
relations of VIPs like the former 
Supreme Court judge. Justice Jagan 
Mohan Reddy and also the former 
Andhra excise commissioner, D. 
Shankaran 

Another intriguing aspect is the 
fact that the names of several dead 
people still continue to be listed as 
partners or directors in the group. In 
Yuvabharathi Steels, Bopanna Pun- 
naiah and Venigella Venkatar- 
amaiah continue to be directors even 
after their death. In Progressive En- 
gineeiing, K. Sriramachandra Murthi 
continues to be a shareholder years 
after he expired 

The focus of attention has now 
shitted to the State Bank of India 
where B. Kameswara Rao, director in 
Progressive Leasing and Investment 
and a partner/shat ehoider in nearly 
half a dozen other concerns in the 
group, has been appointed the board 
chairman of the local branch of State 
Bank and also a director on the 
central board oi the bank. The Lok 
Sabha debate on the frauds commit¬ 
ted by Progressive Constructions was 
lively—the accusations levelled by 
Mr K.P. Unniknshnan and Mr Jaipal 
Reddy provoked Mr K.S. Rao to 
retaliate despite the fact that a mem¬ 
ber with a pecuniary interest in a 
matter caniio*- use the forum of Par- 
liartient lor that particular issue. But 
the debate could not prompt a prom¬ 
ise ol an enquiry from the minister. 
The Prime Minister, on the other 
hand, has been maintaining that the 
banks would come in for some major 
cleaning out operations. He has de¬ 
finitely set the ball rolling by replac¬ 
ing chairmen in several banks. But 
whether the effort is sincere or not is 
still to be seen. 

A SptcU CommpoMhnt, Hmw omi 
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THE EMERGENCY 

An Insider’s View 

lUiDjit (riifjta Jnspp( toi genoiaJ of p()ii( e Wost Be'ngcil dining the bmcrgcnc v in nils 

sonieJossof kiumn /ocets 


Ijih in n'''> anthi apologise 1 1 om 
dll o\ii I hi not Id gjibeud in Am 
steidmi to honoui (luniidi Xhidal 
dttti he H.is maided the Nobel Pnzt 
lot lionomus Attei the specibts in 
Itltiit.iltott nett dllo\et nt sat down 
todlittiilh Dutch dintiti M\tddl 
siH tioni I distance that 1 nas an 
Indian tnd nalkcd met to table 
Hi iskfd I It n ipiestions about m\ 
countis and tlun said look \oui 
count! \ III cds to he a haid state and 
eiitoui iht Ians sou make Co and 
till this to Indira Iroiii me—loot out 
coitiiptwn and the indtfleiente to 
thi Ians she makes I dropped in at 


Delhi on ni\ lui back honii hut did 
nor ask foi i/i intiiMcw nith the 
Piime Ministii I tilt it I passed the 
messa^t on to I'N Uaksii it nouln 
be inoui’h litlk did 1 knon lull 
Ilaksai Has aliiaih on Ins na\ out 
biiaust ot piessiiii lioni tin Si 
dai lang lotim ind hid piobihp 
ctased to inio\ the lonlidinn ol ilu 
Prtnii Ministti 1 ni\ti i kid PS 

Haksai lati i it lit had mi ntioncd tin 
mattet Hut nl itllhtdil indothtis 

nil hiding m in\ ^ininmciir imui 
ti\es n lilted i\ 1 1 Imd tan nliit 

>v< got instead was the hneigenii 


T hai tile political situation 
would imii tliat wn was not 
i li ii to diiMiiic I do not think 
that It that stat,t MisCiandhi 
wias ihinkiiip (it till powc i s I nu (M ti 
c\ would bestow on hci 1 he othii 
two iiihitccls ot tin I nu rj t ntV 
Suiia\ { indhi and Siddhiitha 
Sh ml II Ra\ wi it not lotit,ttim 
pi nine IS R IS was i polita d » \i itn 
liili'-l tnd leultd to situations 
(which would I xpl on his /ciiuciit 
ihinpiic. ot suits) Sant i\ H iksai 
lhouc,hl wa tunnin^ but 1 met 
I him s( \( 1 al units iiid his ajip lit nt 
1 t|iiiik decision making w is misltfid 



Piilictmcn /af/iitharEini; a procession led bv lavaprakash Narain in Patna 
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mg, he was merely i eatting Howev 
er, back in Calcutta, I discovered 
that Ray, ordinal ily a commuter be 
tween his olfice in Calcutta and his 
Delhi residence, staited visiting De 
Ihi more frequently—for, a fist si/e 
cloud in the Allahabad High Court 
soon darkened the political sky with 
far spread cumuJo nimbus Mrs Gan 
dhi’s election to Parliament had been 
questioned in this court and 
apparently things weie not going too 
well there Ray at this stage assumed 
the Idle of Mrs Gandhi’s personal 
legal adviset One would hast im 
agined that Mrs Gandhi would hate 
turned to her former colleague, the 
famous jurist Ashoke Sen but toi 
certain reasons she did not In any 
case in due com se she lost the case in 
the High Couit (which mt am she was 
unseated) but got 20 days sta\ order 
for an appeal to the Supitmt Court 

1 ension had b( c n mounting 
around the case which had become a 
political issue and aftei the High 
(ouit decision there was a country 
wide agitation Then was haidly any 
doubt that the opposition elements 
of vdiious factions and jiarties 
wanted to take atlyantagt ol a legal 
decision toi then political encls, 
namely to remeue Mis (mndhi and 
gidb powei It was from their point ol 
\iew an iiiLclei'tanddble mattci for 
many ot them had been leincned 
fiom office by the impciiou^ Prime 
Mini'ter for hei own political ends 
I I quaily undeist indablc was th» clc 
sire of Mrs Gandhi and hti Salclai 
tang caucus to quell su< li opposition 
But how wiic the two encis to be 
achieved’ 

Legally Mis (.andlii wa til! the 
Prime Ministci I ven if the Siipicme 
Couit did not pass ludgmcnt wiihm 
20 d,ns or stay the High Couit s 
order furthci Mis (janclhi could 
have remained in oHicc nndci the 
Constitution lot another six months 
by which time she might well base 
won another parliamentary scat Ihc 
opposition conglomeiate wanted hei 
to resign immediately Iheit was a 
public meeting at the Boat C lub in 
the capital the vengelul opposition 
leaders reportedly planned to fiberdo 
hoi at her South Block olfice Mean 
while Jayaprakash Naraiii (whom 1 
had met a couple of times in h gh 
Marwan company) made iriespotisi 
ble statements, and appe aled to the 
armed forces and the police not to 
obey the orders of Mrs (jandhi's 
government 

These weie insignificant compared 
to what the government did to meet 
the situation Mrs Gandhi invoked 
what was described as “internal 
Emergency ” The evil consequences 
of such a regime will be mentioned 


later But the fact is that the 
1 meigeiicy laws wi ic quite unneces 
sdiv foi Mis Gandhi to maintain 
liei sell III power and to kt t p law and 
Ol dt i in the com ry Hei appeal was 
in the Supreme t oui t, and thi ri* is no 
leason foi belteiing that the court 
would h.ivt thrown out her case if 
well aigued iJnloriunately, she did 
not call hick Niien Dc, the attorney 
genetal ai d a brilliant lawyer from 
abioad to plead hti case, noi did she 
brief Ashoke St n but prepared to 
stick to Ray loi legal advice The 
laws of the country weic adequate to 
handle tne conglomerates and then 
followers, uist a year earhei she had 
a minoi exercise on these lines liy 
her crackdown on the all India rail 
strike 

The Fmergency exposed that Mrs 


Gandhi did not have an admini^tra 
tivt machineiy foi onfoicingthc spe 
cial laws, the ordinary laws 
would have been good enough to 
tackle the threats ol (ayapiakash 
Naiairi or Geoige leiiinncles, but I 
think she pinicked and invoked the 
I mergenty It K a sad historical fact 
that only two persons in the country 
took layaprakash Naiain and his 
threats seriously One was Jayapia 
kash himself and the other was Mis 
Gandhi Jayaprakash's appeals to the 
armed forces and the police had no 
effect whatsoevei, but a constitution 
al government on the Biitish model 
did not suit the temperament of 
Sanjay Gandhi and his caucus who 
had already established themselves 
as the principal advisei s to Mrs Gan 
dhi S S Ray was another but he did 
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S.S. Ray, former CM of West Bengal, with Indira Gandhi in Calcntta 


administrative machinery fit to 
handle the Emergency powers hon¬ 
estly. 

On the morning of 26 June 1975 1 
arrived in Delhi on a routine visit 
and put up with Subhash Chakrabar- 
ty of the Times of India. Subhash 
asked me in great surprise,“What are 
you doing here? Don’t you know that 
the Emergency has been clamped?” I 
said, “What do you mean?” Subhash 
replied, “It merely means that 
Morarji Desai was under detention, 
so werejayaprakash Narain, Charan 
Singh, Atal Behari Vajpayee.” “Can I 
speak to Calcutta,” I said, stretching 
for the telephone. I instructed S. 
Basu the Dy IG (IB) not to arrest any 
one until I returned by the evening 
plane. Basu said he had already 
arrested some people under govern¬ 
ment orders but would await my 
instructions before making further 
arrests. However, no more important 
arrests were made in West Bengal. 
During the Emergency Mrs Gandhi 
chalked out a 20-pt programme' 
which was good. Sanjay added five 
more points, all of them reasonably 
sound. But the ad;ii'kiistrative 
machinery was not stated to imple¬ 
ment the programme. All that the 
corrupt and near-corrupt officers of 
the central and the state government 
did was to use the powers to 
threaten, arrest and extort money. 


not belong to that caucus. And he 
had some interesting evidence in his 
hand. One of his aides got the intelli¬ 
gence branch of a state to furnish a 
“secret” report about the plans of a 
united opposition. This of course 
should have been ignored for the 
opposition always have their plans. 
The question that the administrator 
has to consider is: Do they have the 
capacity to implement the plans? 
The organised Left always wanted to 
seize power, but should the authority 
react to it by locking up all the 
communists? Mrs Gandhi may 
have lost her mental balance, with 
Sanjay picturing a terrible future 
and Ray’s panic in the appeal case; 
for in order to keep Ashoke Sen out. 
he brought in Palkhivala to plead her 
case in the Supreme Court. Thus 
came the Emergency. I knew nothing 
about these plans being hatched but 
investigations later helped me to 
reconstruct the entire story. It was 
clear to me almost immediately after 
the promulgation that the decision to 
clamp the Emergency was entirely 
Sanjay Gandhi's while S.S. Ray, by 
now the closest adviser to Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi apart from her son, provided the 
necessary legal advice. As the new 
decree was promulgated Khurana 
(now the Governor of Tamil Nadu) 
was brought in from Rajasthan as the 
new home secretary and Malhotra 


was brought in to replace Jayaram. 
Many other key administrative 
changes were effected. (Incidentally, 
as soon as the Emergency was de¬ 
clared Palkhivala resigned and when 
Niren De came back from abroad he 
saw Mrs Gandhi and said, “Madam, 
what have you done?” Mrs Gandhi 
kept silent). 

S o far as I was concerned the 
Emergency was beyond my wil¬ 
dest dreams. The situation did not 
warrant such a measure. I had been 
to Delhi several times in the weeks 
preceding the Emergency, but 1 saw 
nothing unusual in the capital ex¬ 
cept, perhaps, a few small proces¬ 
sions blocked by the police near 
Safdarjang Road. But then in Calcut¬ 
ta processions by the opposition are 
common. JayaprakashNaraindid not 
pose any threat in West Bengal or 
anywhere. At a meeting in Midna- 
pore while he criticised Mrs Gandhi’s 
government, the police held an 
umbrella over his head to protect 
him from brickbats. At Naihati, the 
Congress Party was prohibited under 
section 144 CrPC from disturbing his 
meeting. He had a tough time in 
Calcutta owing to the Calcutta 
police’s inadequate arrangements. 
JPl hardly looked like 

a man who would create a revolution. 
Besides Mrs Gandhi did not have an 
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Demolition work in progress at a south Delhi coionv dunng the Fmergeiiiv 


This happened in West Bengal where 
the highest authority used the pow 
ers to wreak personal vengeance 

Some good, however, did come out 
of the Emergenev The trams ran to 
time, the government clerks came on 
time and woiked and notorious tax 
evaders were locked up The Con 
gress leadeis, instead of protesting or 
criticising, were busy impressing Mrs 
Gandhi, Sanjay and the Safdarjang 
coterie However, with the emeig 
ence of Saniav Gandhi as a centre of 
power, SS Ray DK Barooahand 
Ra)ni Patel formed an anti group 
the dispute was ovei the immense 
power that the f mergence bestowed 
on Sanjay Gandhi Sanjav won but 
factions emerged in the Congress 
which worked against Mrs Gandhi 
The most powerful faition comprised 
I the three leaders mt ntioned earlier, 

I who whilt fawning on Mrs Gandhi, 
started subverting the party The 
I results were to bo seen in the 1977 
polls Meanwhile Sanjay and his 
totene took charge of the affairs 
I he home minister was a mere 
ciphet Om Mehta was given 
1 absolute power Almost in eveiv 
miiustiy Saniay’s planted men mis 
used power And T do not think Mrs 
(laridhi knew much about it foi, 
unfoitunately she relied on the in 
telhgencc agencies and all iiie re 
poit pouring into New Delhi only 
emphasised thi positive effects ot 
the hmergency Moieovei she 
allowed the pi ess to be gagged, 
thereby cutting herself off from in 
foimation about what was realty hap 
pening in the country B ven an irres 
ponsible press is useful fot it forces 
the executive to bt lesponsible 
There was set another adverse feffect 
of the censorship the enure world 
press (bariing the government 
controlled press if the communist 
woild) went against Mr«: Gandhi (In 
any case I think the manner in which 
the pi ess was controlled was crude 
and uncivilised, there are refined 
ways of influencing the press) 

1 have a ‘trong impression that Mrs 
Gandhi was not quite happy with the 
situation and did from time to time 
think of going to the people I was a 
member of a subcommittee en 
trusted with the job of picking out 
bits fiom the Emergency laws whu h I 
would be necessary for a hard state • 
and the administrative areas wheie 
such laws should prevail It was then 
that I heard in the North Block that 
the polls might be held in November 
1976 But then the views of the 
intelligence agencies and the Sanjay 
coterie prevailed Mrs Gandhi was 
basically a democrat—as her going to 
the polls in 1977 proved—but I think 
she was not in a proper frame of 


mind then Iheie was none to advise 
her properly 

The attitude of thf world towards 
the Bmergency was mixed Wt are 
now told that Mountbatten did not 
like It, but many lories did 1 had 
during the Emergency an opportiin 
ity to meet Harold Macmillan over 
lunch He had said “If they ask me at 
the customs at the Heathrow ‘What 
have you to declare’ I would say, ‘I 
declare fcmeigency ’ I he American 
and the British press did not like it 
but probably the CIA utilised the 
opportunity to burrow holes in the 
Indian political community 

The intelligence motivated as it 
might have bi-en, took many hbtr 
ties I asked P N Haksar when 1 met 
him alter the Emergency whether hi > 
residence was “bugged ’ lie said 
that he had akc the precaution of 
having his telephone and the othei 
strategic art as of his house properly 
“checked” to ensure that he tould 
talk freely (He was really in the dog 
house then because, Sanjay did not 
like him 1 he Pandit brothers—Hak 
sar was related to the owners—were 
searched the most respected execu 
tives arrested and humiliated ) Falk 
ing to tht Delhi head of the IMB 
I always had soft 

music played, protecting myself 
agaifist both sides 

I met Sanjay several times during 
the Emergency He was \ trv polite to 
me 1 met him at his inviration I 


asked him whv he was alvsay, find 
mg with Ray S-iniay said hi would 
not do so if Ray "-loppid ciiticising 
him in publii In anv cast Ray asked 
me not to meet San|a\ anvnuire but I 
could nol resist the temptation when 
he camt with the Piinu Mimstti to 
Darjeeling With them wa Rajiv 
always in th( baikgiound tc.eivcd 
and silent 

Tht Intelligentc Buieau hiadid 
bv Malbotia advised elections when 
the Congrf ss party was torn by lac 
nonal strife A maioi faction com 
prising Rav.Barooah atidRajni Patel 
had been demanding polls but they 
weie not heaid The atiocities perpe 
tiated by the authoritiis had aliin 
ated the peopit Many Congressmen 
like lagjivan Ram sensed this and 
left thf party As I havt said earlier 
the misuse of the P merge ncy poweis 
was inevitable since Mrs (,andhi did 
not havi an administration foimed 
for the occasion (Rapv has one 
which IS still less fit, but adoption of 
modern technology might strengthen 
the central machinery ) And in the 
elections the inevitable happened 
Mrs Gandhi was removed from pow 
er S S Rdj did not even contist the 
state polls and I, the observer in this 
case left office preparatorv to retire 
ment much earlier than it was due 
But m this play though everyone was 
“dead,” theie was an epilogue which 
has merged now into a separate and a 
very piomising play 
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I n tht hlghland^ ot Welo the beJg rains 
hdvt been abundant The grass is 
springing sharp and green through the 
eye holes of the cattle skulls in the 
Borkena valley I arniers who ploughed at 
the fust sign of damp have barley standing a 
foot tall The daik tine soil is split by 
{ phosphorescent green blades everywheie 
I but on tht state taim, where the heavy Fast 
I Got man fractois had to wait until it dried 
out enough to take then weight Pictious 
topsoil tht lift of the upland farmers, has 
been swept into the gullies and sluiced down 
to useless loadwavs and liver beds The 
I peasants collect it in baskets and calabashes 
I and lug back u|) on to then fields whire 
thev aic repairing the loik teiiaccs and 
bunds biokcn out bv the tains 1 hey bank 
the soil geiitlv a> imst the rotk w ill so that 
the long level lultls aic dished to hold the 
I water ,Sonutimes till V scoop short til lu tics 
' above tht walls tiny poldtis luiiimig like 
dotted lines along the conloiu-. of the hills 
Above the idled and scidpti d liilds stand 
j ranks of eiica/vprns glohulu-, iiid ht dges of 
tall cactus to hidd ha< k the mctssaiit tunib 
ling of stones fioni the iiodtd hilltops No 
land has tvi I been mott loviiiiih cultivated 
than this 

As yet moil blaik cloud mass and buist 
over tht pi opit ilwavs lo he lound on the 
road betwc I n ki mist anil Konihokhi dm | 
ing ihcir catlli lo and fiom m u kt * w.dkmg . 
to and fiom ichool oi st uiding hv ilu 
hundreds of water pigs plated m hni iicMto 
the pump they throw up the ii he ids nul li t 
I the watei hip into thin 'iiouihs tnrl c vi s 
Tht little hirdsmtn It .p and skip ihi sin ' 
polythene hags th n 'houlil be kn p in them * 
dt\ llappnp aiouiid the in lik wines As inn 
landeiuiscr plashes pit i vt iiiie woniin 
llings ou'111 I 1 'ms lilt bi I ti I lo ti f I dll vvi t 
and wliiils liki i diiioli It tin iliith a 
woman gatlu iitij, wan I puislnu toi i -.ilui 
shakes a h niilful it i nul 11 lehts i grm 
Nothing I ouki hi nioi»- elill'iin' lion the 
last time 1 illo\ < ilon( ihisu id lliiniiwi 
I clowdt d with I It m1 ligori s ti i den ^ like 
aiilomala bknd uul ot if lo tvtrvlhing hut 
the ciiatli ihit puismii tin m liu wt aki ,t 
could ni loniei w dk Inii iind to niih 
I lorvvatfl on tiuii lleshlt-.s buttocks Now 
there ait moti fttdmg uiitim and drv 
raiion disrnbuti in untie Ml along the I 
load wi pass gii.ups ot peasant* heading I 
btick to the upland* with then months 
provisions on tht inr ii s head* and the hacks 
of women and donkevs 1 ot some the time of 
lelief tat ions is neatly o\ ei but tor others it 
willnevtrind Miovt Dtse in the awraja of 
Dose /uiiva thi pi p daiion densitv is ISl 8 
pel srjuare kdoinetie, ind veai by year ihe 
exhausted I'arth tan pioduu Us* to ft ed 
them further north in lasta iamme has 
re!Uint*d yiar attei year 
foi thi f irmers on these upper slopes the 
rain has broug'hi mort misei \ Sudden drops 
in tcmpeiature pick off emaciated people 
like sniperfire Ihe damp has aided the 
flowering of hoides ot pithogenii organ 
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hBple<;s mother with her iliild outside 8 relief camp 


over when they tiie No vehicle can stop and 
take their biirdi n .m board, tot the load thev 
tarry may be deadly They ha\e no way of 
summoning ambulances, even supposing 
that such luxuries exist in anything like 
sufficient numbers kor many the heart 
bursting run will be made in vain Twice we 
pass littei beaieis wrapping the body thev 
earned tightly in its shroud 

Through the streets of Dese stumble ex¬ 
hausted women with vast bundles ot wood 
and canes on their backs these are all that 
remains of the wkuh they used to live in, 
which they are bunging to sell as firewood in 
Dese market Not that they will get much for 
them, for the market is glutted with such 
Piles of half rotten lumbei Thousands of 

vyamilies have made the hardest decision, to 

fSU 


In Dese, a 
woman sits 
under a tree; the 
child in her lap is 
rigid, his head 
thrown back and 
his teeth bared 
in the grin of 
tetanus. 


leave their land foiever The town is tarn 
med with them, sleeping in eveiy half wa> 
sheltered spot unable even to beg, for the 
people of Dese have nothing left to give In 
the loadway outside the Dese headquarters 
of the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission 
childien anti old women cioiicli beneath a 
semitrailer picking through the diit for 
stray gutins shaken fioni the sacks being 
offloaded loi rianslci to smaller trucks foi 
distribution in the highlands to the noith 
and west A worn in sits under a tiee, the 
child in hei lap is rigid, his head thrown 
back and his •'eeth bare d in the grin ot 
tetanus When I pull back the lags that 
shioud lying figuic, in the lee of walls 1 find 
mothers with ncwboins at rhi bieast, too 
exhaust! d to stacgir the last itw hundred 
yatds to help and ‘■hdttr 

F OI thup i« help and >heltei Just east of 
the town pioppi on a tiact oi almost 
level giound tiu i c in hnd the Dese tianstt 
shehti ciovsdfd (loot is housed t’l army 
tents l)ut i.ith food kitd bread tor adults 
and supple nil nfaiv licdirig foi ehildien 
manigcd in this east b\ Sa\t thi Children 
who wisely insist only that the clnldieii be 
washed in orden lO quality tor feeding 
Oxfam IS building a 4'i 000 litre stoiagc tank 
foi eleati watei s( lliat I)< s< will not go the 
wav ot the rnoii inner miil\ .ituated shel 
tei at Koinbolibi now isolated loi health 
reasons dianhota both Wooel'y and watery 
Most ol till woiK iP the shelter is done by 
voluntce Is woikiiig foi an exria food lation 
of 00 kdos ot main i month which they art 
free di'pnsi ot as the v choose I be camp 
as usual has lU'tlKi fence iioi gates the 
inmate< aie tree to eonii aiifl go as they 
please bur gr soon they must foi new 
ariivdb nun up tvci\ dav Iht army tents 
aic alie ul\ f ti too rioi ded foi safety 
Eceiyonc the shcltmd .ind the .hclreiers 
watt"- anxtoiuh loi the buses to artivi and 
take some ot this thtong fat awa\ to homes 
of their own in the southwest, in Welega 
riitie aie i ote iitgtti' eases howevei 
Dese IS a ptoviiicial lapital. pooi as a is it 
has fai betiii icsomces lor the if licf opeia 
tion than smalle i cti in Iht busts weit 
needed mote uigtnth at f.atba about 70 
kms east ot Dts wlitie the Itcal party 
ofiKiab had had to find a wa\ of atcommo 
daring thousands o' i imine vittims who 
converged on then small town liom the 
highlands to the north They had built a 
couple of hinditd mall tuku/s, with a 
terrific cxpcndiiuit ot effort, tor the sur 
loundiug area is enintiletely denuded I\en 
find ng the bundlf-s of .traw for thatch must 
hate involved hundieds ol hours ot work 
Into this maktsliifi encampment tame more 
than 4 000 people The kebele had scraped 
together some food supplies but the mainte 
nance of any tlegitt ol hygiene in food 
meparation, watei supply and human waste 
disposal was comple-te Iv beyond them The 
Red Cl OSS famine relief snelter at Bati was 
less than an houi s walk away, but the 
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safarioch, as settlers are called in Amharic, 
waited where they were. They were free to 
gather firewood on the hills and to collect 
water from any source they could find or to 
walk to the market in Bati town to barter 
their last hides or part of their dry ration for 
oil or green vegetables or cigarettes, but 
they returned to the transit shelter at Garba, 
primitive as it was. During the night of 19 
April, the buses began to arrive. 

When the sun came up, hundreds of peo¬ 
ple had been already marshalled by their 
group leaders and stood waiting quietly for 
the loading of their bundles of chattels to 
begin. The women’s hair had been newly 
braided to mark the beginning of the Christ¬ 
ian year at Easter; some had smeared their 
foreheads with butter as a protection against 
vermin. When I tasted it to see if it was 
really butter, they laughed Children clam¬ 
bered over the bundles to pull their mothers’ 
breasts out of their dresses Most people 
were thoughtful, but there was a vein of 


Through the 
streets of Oese 
stumble 
exhausted 
women with vast 
bundles of wood 
and canes on 
their backs: 
these are all that 
remains of the 
Mff/sthey used 
to live in, which 
they are bringing 
to sell as 
firewood in Dese 
market 



excitement running through their solemnity. 
The cadre in charge of the operation, Com¬ 
rade Fitsum, a Tigi ean, came up to wel¬ 
come me, “You see, no guns,” he said “Their 
movement is spontaneous ” Then he melted 
into the crowd The loading was magically 
smooth and quiet. The drivers’ assistants 
and party workers climbed onto the roofs of 
the buses and lifted up the bundles Once 
they had seen their possessions safely 
lashed down, the families climbed into the 
bus, each clasping a packet of biscuits and a 
calabash full of water. Some of the children 
seemed too weak and ill to be going any 
where but the families tied them up tighter 
in their rags and bundled them on As each 
bus loaded, it moved off and waited a few 
hundred yards down the load. More buses 
kept arriving until there weie 17 

i n Nekemte, the provincial capital of Wele- 
ga, a welcoming giiai d of honour had been 
arranged. At eight next morning the convoy 
began to i oil through the checkpoint, to the 


if the carefully 
planned 
settlements in 
Gojjam, Weiega 
and llubabor fail, 
our refusal of 
support will be 
one of the main 
causes of that 
failure, but we 
will not suffer for 
it. Neither will 
the bureaucrats 
in Addis Ababa 


sound of rhythmic clapping. When the buses 
were closest and the citizens could see the 
pinched and shadowed faces of the settlers, 
they stopped their chatting. On all sides j 
could hear hushed sounds of awe and com¬ 
passion. As the convoy turned off the main 
road and pushed down the narrow road to 
Arjo, a more spontaneous welcome broke 
out. Children burst out of the schoolrooms, 
waving both arms and shrilling at the tops of 
their voices. Farmers left their ploughing 
and ran to the side of the road, both hands 
raised in the beautiful Ethiopian greeting, 
signifying surprise and delight. Women came 
to the door of their tukids. Some of them 
wore the dark blue dresses and symmetrical 
braids of Welo; these were the ones who 
called greetings, and screamed explanations 
to anyone who could hear. The settlers sat 
stOl and silent, gazing at the green fields and 
the tall trees and the shiny brown faces of 
their own people, proprietors of all this 
beauty and plenty 

South of Arjo, the buses turned off the 
road again and squeezed then huge bulk 
along a bulldozed track and across the 
Didessa River, a tributary of the Blue Nile, 
two hippos played, oblivious of then pas¬ 
sing. Up the river bank and on the buses 
rolled. Here there was not a soul to gji'et 
them. The bu.se.s could not negotiate a deep 
gully with a creek at the bottom, the driver ‘ 
drivers’ assistants and the stronger settleis \ 
spent a half hour lugging rocks to make a 
causeway, and the buses rolled over We 
were six kms from the settlement site Three 
kms further on, the buses stopped while the 
drivers reconnoitred a tree-trunk bridge 
over a small gorge. Some peasants were 
standing at the bridgehead We heard a 
shout, saw thin legs flying, and suddenly 
there was hugging and kissing all round 
“Brothers,” said one of the drivers happilv. 

The other settlers looked on, their faces 
unreadable. They may have been seeing 
what I saw: one of the men at the bridgehead 
stopped his eager questioning of the new 
arrivals and turned and walked blindly into s 
the bush. The news from home had been * 
bad. 

In the bucketing buses the settlers sat 
frozen with tension, hardly daring to hope 
that they had arrived. They were almost too 
overwrought to notice the people who lined 
the road clapping and chanting the same 
throbbing song of welcome that we have 
heard when highlanders welcome the food 
drops, or the old man whose gnarled hands 
were coaxing out an obbligato from his 
dulcimer. As the buses pulled up by the 
storehouses, the settlers stepped gingerly 
down, utterly silent. The noonday sun was 
merciless, but they stood still wrapped in 
their blue-grey blankets as if in shock. The 
excitement was too much for the members of 
the honour guard who took off in a whirling 
dance, chanting and ululati^ and stomping 
their feet, hurling their du/as into the air. I 
pointed out one woman to Comrade Habtu, 
RRC officer in charge of the project. She 
was peering fixedly through the legs of the 
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dancers at a group of boys on the other side, 
who were staring back at her "Come, 
cornel” shouted Comrade Habtu, and two of 
the boys broke ranks and came flying across 
The woman, who had risen groggily to her 
feet, folded them in her arms “Their 
mother,” said Comrade Habtu unnecessari 
ly On all sides there was clasping and 
kissing, and the elaborate handkissing that 
IS kept for more distant or senior relations, 
but we were all aware of the people whose 
gaze got wider and darker as they scanned 
each busload, and of others whose eager 
questionings were producing tears which 
were not tears of happiness 
Worst of all, as one bus unloaded I saw the 
white coats ot the three paramedics flap 
ping amongst the grey blue blankets Some 
thing unbearably light, bent up m prema 
ture rigor, was handed out on a stretchei 
The old woman of the night befott passed 
me sobbing, carrying one emaciated child 
while another clung to het back She must 
have got the gii 1 through the night with the 
warmth of her own body but the last gruell 
mg hours on the bus had been too much 
Parry workei s guided her through the crowd 
to the clinic 

Comrade Habtu led me to the official dais, 
a bench by tht tiactoi shed The people 
gathered quietly betoie us for the official 
speeches 1 hoped desperately that no one 
would ask me to speak, for I could not have 
uttered a word, even the Amhaiic for ‘good 
luck” whu h I hau learned specially Looking 
at the l.'iOO taces massed befoie us some 
still wet with tears, all marked With wean 
ness and privation, I felt mv self-possession 
finally dissolve and gropeii for Comrade 
Habtu’s hand beneath thi bench To my 
surprise he took it, gripped it and hung on 
We sat like that for the duration of the 
speeches, which were mercifully shut 
While the settlers at* then welcoming 
meal, Comrade Habtu took me to see the 
ew tukuls built foi the new ariivals by the 
local people and party volunteers 1 noticed 
that the surrounding trees had blackened 
trunks Wildfire, probably set bv nomads, 
had already destroyed 80 of the new tukuls 
“How did you manage’” 1 asked “We built 
them again,” said the project director, as if 
It was all in a day’s work In most settlement 
eureas the department of agriculture builds a 
model tukul, to show the settlers how to 
improve the basic structure so that it gives 
greater hygiene, privacy, ventilation and 
light At Kone, a local Welega man wio 
volunteered to join the scheme had bu It 
such a beautiful tukul, with cleverly planted 
fences made of cassava plants and a sec 
luded area for his bee hives, that it was ust d 
as the model instead Another man from 
Welo had rebuilt his tukul on the model of 
his homeland, with a beautiful bow shaped 
roof He showed me his seedbed crammed 
with tiny plantlets of red pepper, for dis 
tnbution to the new arrivals to bring up in 
their own plots 

^ Besides the neat tukuls I noticed funny 
little square constructions in the middle of 


in the famine 
sheiters heaith 
workers fight off 
diarrhoei 
disease with 
anything that 
works: there is 
neither time nor 
the faciiities for 
an exact 
identification 


each group of four houses “Latnnes,” said 
Comrade Habtu As I had already seen him 
deal with a settler whose first reaction to the 
sight ol a cieek was to pee in it, I had no 
doubt that the latrines would be used prop¬ 
erly “We have clean water too,” said Com 
rade Habtu, “from two protected springs ” 
Then looking across to where scoies of new 
tukuls nestled among the native trees he 
asked, “What do you know about tsetse fly’” 
He might as well have asked, “What do you 
know about malaria, filana, goitre, leprosy, 
TB, tetanus and bilhar/ia’” The answer 
would have been the same Without a mas 
sive increase in resources, for all their 1 
planning and dedicated toil, the RRC will 
I make very little headway against any of 
them Help for the establishing of iodising 
plants will control goitre Nurse piacntion 
ers in the settlements have more success in 
identifying early cases of leprosy and i.i 
seeing that sufferers take their Daprone 
than in less controlled environments Pio 














Slarvtng Lthtopians at a relief camp in Bad 


Dese is jammed 
with thousands 
of famines, 
sleeping n every 
half-way 
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unable even to 
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have nothing left 
to give 


longed treatment foi TB is likewise feasible 
UNICtF offered to provide a health screen 
ing service and a Minimal burvisal package 
of vaccinations for re settler', but on condi 
non that the scheme was halted for three 
months until it could be set up The govern 
I ment lefused, without explanation In fact, 
gu en the pressure o( populai movement and 
' the lengths of time that settlers had already 
spent in inadequate holding shelters, there 
was not three months to waste Moieover, 
the health status of the local poouletions in 
the lesettlement areas is so poor, that any 
' discrimination in the pioviding of health 
set vices would be totally unacceptable No 
I thing short ot a massive national campaign 
of vaccination against polio, measles, teta 
nus and TB will do The personnel is avail 
able and in place, all that is needed is the 
vaccines the naming and the registration 
system The thousands vaccinated in 
c'mergency relief shelteis for example have 
I ru lecoicl of the fact and these vaccinations 
will eventually have to be done again When 
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In the 

roadway outside 
the Dese 
headquarters of 
the Relief and 
Rehabilitation 
Commission 
children and old 
women crouch 
beneath a 
semi-trailer 
picking through 
the dirt for stray 
grains shaken 
from the sacks 
being off-loaded 
for transfer to 
smaller trucks... 


Resettlement is mentioned in bushed tones...Chief among the 
reasons for the nudge-nudge-wink-wink approach is the 
Russian involvement. No one can get close to the Russians. 
They live in a closed camp at the old airport in Addis, and 
they are clearly under orders not to fraternise... 


It comes to malaria, filana and bilhaizia, 
which will spread in Ethiopia if any degree 
of irrigation is achieved, and are already 
endemic in two thirds of Ethiopia anyway, a 
massive, concerted and fantastically costly 
programme of research is needed But as 
long as only poor countries suffer from these 
parasitic diseases, such a programme will 
never be undertaken 

I n designing their resettlement project, the 
RRC has taken mto account all the possi 
ble objections to the scheme, and has done 
Its best to pre empt them, with what is in 
view of Its poverty a lemarkable degree of 
success What d’storis ’he whole opeiation 
and obscures its guiding piinciples from the 
view of the international lommunity is what 
I can only call the ligre factoi Slightly more 
than 40,000 Tigreans have been settled in 
the last SIX months, about nail of them in 
Welega, and half in Uubabor where they aie 
the majority of settlers in the Gambela area 
Arguments that resettlement is simply a plot 
to destroy the power base of the 111 a»-e 
clearly nonsensical, when only two out of 
every fifteen settlers are Tigrean Neveithc 
less there are worrying aspects of tht- lig 
rean operation which are not to be found in 
resettlement as a whole 
International aid workers in Mekele are 
only too ready to describe the results of 
resettlement from their point of view Vn 
tually all of them have had to deal with cases 


of women whose husbands have dis 
appeared, most of them with the ration cards 
which are issued for recipients of food aid m 
Mekele The assumption is usually made 
that these men have been “taken” for reset 
tlement It is at least as likely that they have 
preferred three meals a day and a modicum 
of self esteem in the Lthiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Foices oi in the Tigrean Peo 
pie’s Liberation I ront A strange phe 
nomenon involving the appeaiance at the 
Italian hospital in Mekele of numbers of 
young men with gunshot wounds in the hand 
may have something to do with the recruit 
nient methods lavoured b> the TLF It is 
possible too that the missing men did what 
they havt traditionally done in times of 
famine in the past simply walked away in 
seaich of ssork as casual labourers Theie 
aic many Tigreans to be seen warideiing in 
tht stietts of Addis Ababa the day before I 
left I encounteied a traffic policeman .on 
fionted with the problem of moving me of 
them on The trouble was he was deid 
Despite all these possibilities the prejudu e 
persists among international lehef workers 
in Mckclt that missing men have been 
blackbiided toi lesittlemeni and so strong 
IS this impression that they will not lake the 
obvious step of appioaching party officials 
and lequesring infoimation Resettlement is 
mentioned in hushed tones, with knowing 
nods 

Chief among the reasons tor the nudge 
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nudge-wink-wink appioach is the Russian 
involvement No one can get close to the 
Russians They live in a closed camp at the 
old airport in Addis, and they are clearly 
under orders not to fraternise Where the 
Poles are anxious that their helicopter food 
drops are observed by the press, the Rus 
sians prefer to shroud their operations, 
however philanthropic, in mystery Their 
motive might be interpreted as a desire to 
isolate Ethiopia from her non socialist 
friends by forcing her to share a secret Or it 
may simply be an extension of the bloody 
mindedness that causes such tension be 
tween Russia and all her allies, even loyal 
and long suffering Cuba Ethiopian officials 
obliged to work with Russians find them 
completely indisciplined and unreliable 
Some sav that when the wai in the north 
ends, the Russians will be kicked out of 
Ethiopia 

Meanwhile, the Ethiopians art obliged to 
turn to the Russians for help in moving 
ligiean settlers out of Mekele The land 
route IS insecure The TLl affects to believe 
that resettlement is a specific attack on its 
power base and has attacked settlei con 
vo>s in the past The movement of settlei s 
has already completely disrupted routine 
bus services ihioughout Ethiopia and there 
IS no possibility that more buses could bt 
made available for the tun from Mckelc to 
Addis The only solution is to air lift the 
settlers from Mekele to Addis, and to bus 
■ them from there The only carriers who 
would agree to take the settlers were the 
Russians The settlers, about IfaO at a time, 
are herded into the cargo bay of Antonov 12s 
wheie thev sil on the floor I he cat go lay of 
the Antonov 12 is unpressunsed Some inter 
national aid workers say that 10 15 per cent 
of the settler > who go on board the Antonov 
airlift out ol Mekele are taken otf dead 
What this would mean is that truckloads of 
bodies would be driven out of Bole airpott 
1 each day that the Antonovs bring settle? s in 
* Of 8,000 people shipped between 9 and 1^ 
April, more than 800 would have had to be 
taken from Bole foi burial As tai as I could 
gather from quizring the Ethiopian Red 
Cross, there was not a single fatality, 
although stress could well have accounted 
for one or two, given the sheer numbers 
flying and their poor state of health 

The obvious wav to deal with such wild 
and destructive rumours would have been to 
have let me fly with the settlers out of 
Mekele, but although I specifically asked 
the RRC public relations office to approa.h 
the Russians on my behalf, the request was 
never made I was told that the RRC itself 
was worried that I might overreact to the 
occasional scuffle between settlers and 
those responsible for getting them onto the 
Antonovs It is at least as likely that the RRC 
was intimidated by the Russians and by the 
possibility of ructions m the Politburo if mj' 
conclusions should be ciitical of the Rus 
sians, and simply took refuge in inertia 
Even if I had flown with the settlers 1 could 
f not positively discount apparent eyewitness 












/ 'j 


Drought vlctinM at a rehigee camp at Bad, Ethiopta 

accounts of men being rounded up in Mekele 
and beaten with sticks in order to make 
them get into trucks, although I do not 
accept that these men were necessarily ii 
being “taken” for resettlement Nor could I 
positively discount the possibility that Rus II 
sians safe on the pressurised flight deck are ^ 
criniinally indifferent to their human cargo 
and fly as high as they please For people ® 
who live at eight or nine thousand feet, C 

flying at 17,000 or so in an unpressunsed < 

aircraft is unlikely to cause problems, but in '' 
poor visibility tlu Antonovs may have to C 
climb to above 27,000 feet When 1 asked . 

Colonel Ashaie of the RRC Air Arm if the I* 

flight would be unpleasant for the settlers, t 
he said, “Decidedly ” When asked what ^ 
aircraft would be better suited for the job, . 
he said, “T le Hercules ” Although the RRC • 
asked every air force flying Hercules in jj 
Ethiopia to help with resettlement, they all < 
refused ' 

If I could not see the Tigreans being J 
moved from Mekele I could at least see them ^ 
at their final destination About half of (hem 
end up in the new settlement areas around | 
Gambela in Ilubabor In Welega they are a . 
small minority, easily submerged among the 
numbers from Welo, but in Gambela there I 


When it comes to 
malaria, filaria 
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programme of 
research is 
needed. But as 
long as only poor 
countries suffer 
from these 
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When the sun came up, hundreds of people had been already 
marshalled by their group leaders and stood waiting quietly 
for the loading of their bundles of chattels to begin.. The cadre 
in charge of the operation, Comrade Fitsum, came up to 
welcome me, “You see, no guns,” he said 


are settlements that are 80 per cent Tig 
reyan 

By the time I got to Gambela after endless 
delays and desperate appeals to various 
dignitaries to help me, I was seriously wor 
ned that what I was going to see there would 
invalidate all the heroic effoit I had wanes 
sed in other settlement sites 1 was almost 
certain that I would see gangs of terrorised 
men being forced to work by armed guards, 
and the whole enterprise would take a taint 
from the Tigre factor RRC figures told their 
own story, for half the Tigieans being reset 
tied are family heads, a significant depar 
ture from the general pattern, which could 
too easily be interpreted as a deliberate 
attempt to remove able bodied men, fathers 
and eldest sons, from a focus of social unrest 
As we rolled over the tightly guarded bridge 
which IS the only way in or out of Gambela, 1 
was convinced ^at 1 had come to the Ethio 
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plan version of Siberia only as hot as Sibeiia 
was cold 

The tour that we made ot the three settled 
sites in Gambela, Abole, Ukuna and Perbon 
go, was the most exhaustive of all I had to be 
certain that there was no corner where the 
equivalent of a chain gang could have been 
hidden At the end of the day I had seen all 
there was to see Saddest were the displaced 
baboon colonies sitting perplexed on the 
edges of the vast fields where the Nazret 
tractors toiled preparing the fat eaith for 
sowing 1 saw manv tukuls where no woman 
tended the fire, but all their private plots 
were tilled Anuak women walked along the 
settlement roads, carrsang pots for sale to 
the settlers and waved to us as we passed 1 
noticed the settlers were growing cassava, in 
imitation of the Anuak, although it is not to 
be found in Tigre There were guns about, to 
be sure, but they were can led by the Anuak 
and by the settlers In view of the spool we 
saw crisscrossing the roads everywhere I 
would have preferred to see more of them, 
rather than fewer Only a hundred yards 
from the settlers nursery beds, a family of 
crocodiles basked on the mud flats It was 
clear to me then that the Tigreans are no 
different from all the other settlers I had 
seen, whether walking across the high pass 
between Debre Sina and Debre Birhan, or 
hitching rides on ti uck beds or riding the 
buses hired bt the RRC All they asked was 
a chance to build a new life and make a new 
home As we passed men walking back from 
the fields with their hoes over their shoul 
ders they greeted us with raised hands, like 
lords of the terrain 

The Biitish government following the line 
set by the United States, has refused to 
grant direct development aid to the Ethio 
pian government The League of Red Cross 
Societies, UNICEF, Save the Children, Ox 
fam and the FAO have all given assistance to 
settlers, but none will give assistance to 
settlements as such It seems as if the 
international community hopes that the re 
settlement projects will fail, and the revolu 
tionary government of Ethiopia be discre 
dited for trying to minimise the wastage of 
human life that is always involved in spon 
taneous migration and settlement in unde 
veloped areas If the carefully planned set 
dements in Gojjam, Welega and Ilubabor 
fail, our refusal of support will be one of the 
main causes of that failure, but we will not 
suffer for it Neither will the bureaucrats in 
Addis Ababa The hardworking, uncom 
plaining, dignified and determined people 
who have made the great safari will pay the 
price of our opinions Their nght to our 
assistance is beyond politics and our reasons 
for denying it are merely frivolous 
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A Rogues’ Gallery 

I Honald and Ilrniv /nmes Pune o weir gi/lcd from ( hildhood hut thrv used their 

i prisoiudiU and intelhgerK r fot ( nnuiud (aids In these f'xtrac is fioni /ixtiaordjna/i 
' Proph (i)uhlish(‘d l)\ Pan Hooks, London, and distnhutrd in India h] Pupa and 
(jinipanv, 11 Panknnt hatteijre Sheet, C^aU utia 700 0/3 [nncLl 91) Derek Wilson 
j piofdrs the tn o ( riehiatrd (iinnnals 


I ,ini not mdhiinu', itdJJy although 
all thtough nn hit I think 1 u hteii 
dtUtminiil that I wi/J not aiion 
people to f’l t the bcttoi ot me easily, 
somehow I will stapo a i omt bac k and 
on lap il } tan 

R onald Bipgs has spent iht gieitet 
paif ol his lift p)e\eiiting swietv 
getting the heitet of h'm -so iar with 
lonsidirabit sncttsi A shildhood 
spent in iht back sticfts of south 
London tauphi him toupliiitss and 
selfielianct The tainil\ was not de 
spetateH poor but d Ronald wanted 
pocket inones tveft oi oihti lux 
uiies ht fiati to work lot them—oi 
stt*al them Nicfinp things fiom 
shops '■itutiiping and pc nt I ally put 
ting one ovti on the adult vvoild was 
second nature to voting Ibgg' and his 
hicndj Iht bomb ucs and t mptv, 
condemneci hou-.es of wai lorn Lop 
don weie then piavgiounds Stealing 
ber amt hibi'iial and it wa*- only a 
mattei ol Hint bctoit lie was caught 
In 1‘14S Bipps made tin tirst of many 
I appcaraiue be'oit the magistratt s 
lie Went through stvti il tob' joined 
i the Rova) An Lout deserted, and 
was (‘vcntually gnen a dishonoui 
able disiliaigt fot •Italinp In 1949 
he sLict'd hi> fust six month term in 
I piison 1 lom tht n oii his career for 
I srvtial yt irs was typical of most 
I petty crimiriib 

' But Bipps w 's not typical I oi one 
thing he h id a high !(,) as tests made 
' diiting hi Boistal days thowed He 
lead Ht ni II, way and Steinbeck 
When ht ftiok a caipcntry toiiise in 
1 i yvts 1 111 h It hit yed bttlei results 
I than inyont else had ever achieved 
Anothc I I aero that inaikcd him out 
was Ills rciu-.al to be intimidated 
Wharcvei puni hincnts weic im 
posed on him in jmsem he was always 
I involvt d in wliittyei i at Lets weie 
I BO'iik 

I bo things continued until 1960 In 
thatyeai he manicd C haimian, a giil 
he had fallen ii loye with neatly lour 
yeai* befoit Ht decided to go 
straight, especially aftei the birth of 
thur fust son With a home and 
family life suddenly took on a pur 
I pose Biggs woikfd as a self 
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employed carpeiitei and went into 
paitncrship with a buddi i tnend He 
and Chainiian had anothei son They 
lived in a lenttd semi They had 
become typical respcctabh citi/tns 
Then, in 19bS the oppoituiiuv aiosc ' 
to buy then house They could noi j 
find th** cash That was yvht ii i ft end 
approac hed Biggs olUnnj him a 
shaie ot a tcalh big |ob And so an 
unsucccsdul small tmn ciook found 
himselt pelt of the gang that pulled 
off one ot the most famous ciimcs ot 
all time*—the Great li.itn Rohbeiy 

Biggs s shaic ol the haul amounted 
to about f 140 000 which ht split into 
two consignments and jieisu.idcd 
tiiends to hide foi him 1 hi lohbtiy , 
was audacious but it had be in will 
planned and the ciooks tliourlit thi y 
would get awav with it But to > many 
people weie involved I licit were 
awkwaid loose ends fnsidi iliiic 
weeks Biggs and some ol tlic oth< i 
accomplices were in juiso i Ai the 
trial and conviction mo-.t of them 
received staggering tliiity vi ai si nt 
cnees 

Ronnie Biggs had niyei been one 
meekly to accept iiuati eiation Now 



Biggs with his son Mike 


wirhafoitunt waiting for him on the i 
outside ht was < yen less disposed to 
rt main in lail lie had jilaiined to i 
escape even dunng the trial I hat ' 
attempt was thwarted and it was a I 
veai attci his aiiual in Wandsworth 
Pnom that his siitcisslul hri akuiit 
came L40{)()0 hiuight tht help ot a 
I sqmd who parki d a tuinitnic vm 
I be iide tht pi ison \ spe t lal plarloim 
held been built on it u leach tht top 
ol the wall Bij gs s fiiends lot down a 
lopi laddc i into the exercise vatd I 
uhI in a ma'tit ot seconds the 
'-.1 apti was spi ( ding throuf li the 
I stici ts o< 1 ondon in a 1 oid / iihvr 
III wa liuldtii smuggled act t!ie 
Chainc! and riicived pla li 
SI 1 gi 1 y wh ch me I c til d woi k on I is 
lingci pi lilts By ihc hi ginning ot 
19b' ht w IS in Austi ill 1 whtie ht 
evas soon loiiitd by hi tamily Some 
of thi lobbeiy [iiocetds yveit smug 
gild to him theit hut much more 
itmaiiud in I ngland and Biggs ni v 
ti enjoyed tlu lion s shait ot his 
ill gotti n I aiiis Ilowt\ci ht had 
enough to make a new hie and for ] 
ihitt itais ht settled to a domestic 
existence Tlicn the police Hacked 
him down and he was foictd to moyt 
on again I his time his destination* 
was South Amenta 

Throughout hts nay els Biggs never 
lacked for tilt ndsoi helpeis People 
took to him itadilv, gave him sheltei 
gave him money lied toi him and 
protei tt*d him from piying authority 
He had many close shaves but the 
closest cami in 1974 Needing 
money he had offered his storv to 
the Daily Fsprtss They levealed his 
wheieabouts to Scotland Yard and, 
within days Ronnie Biggs found him 
self handcuffed to a British police 
man Iheit remained only the for 
tnahiv ot extradition proceedings be 
fore Biggs was bi ought back to serve 
out his sentence At the last moment 
he found a wav out His cuiient 
girltiiend was jiu gnant LTndei 
Bia7ihan law paternity is grounds for 
the refusal of extiadinon 

Ronnie Biggs is safe as long as he 
remains m Brazil He earns money 
from newspaper features and books 
about his exti aordinary life i 
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I n 1846 God came to live in the 
Somerset village of Spaxtead Fif 
ty three years later much to the 
consternation of his followers he 
died there 

The life of Henry James Prince i' a 
proof that the more extravagant the 
claims a man makes the more likth 
he IS to find people to believe him Of 
course, it does lielp if the man him 
self believes those claims Prince had 
a way with women It was a gift a 
trait of personality He bei am* 
aware of it when he was still a child 
and he traded on it foi the rest of Ins 
life He was a suklv infant one 
whom female relations and fru nds 
I instmctnely wanted to mothu Vet 
: there was also about him i sensuality 
which gave to then ministiaiions a 
I (jnality which was not puiels m itei 
ir nal One of hi t irly acJmiieis wis a 
j^spinstci lady of i religion turn ol 
I mind “^hc and the cnild spi nt hocus 
1 C adiiig the Bible togethei especial 
I 1\ conecntiatnig on the ■voluptuous 
love poetry of the Sotit ol S 1 imoii 
1 xpeiienees lu h as ihis shaped the 
boy s vvhole eonec nt i f hV lbs * itin 
h s attempt to sit c i him tw i/ tioni 
the religious and the eiotu into a 
medical career ecds doomed 'o ulti 
mite lailute He ((inililied t t uv s 
Hospital and retuinc d to | laitisc in 
his native Bath 

But the young medic who wan 
dered the waids ol the Bath (seneial 
hihrmaiy was no otdinai / doctor 
Ills tieatment was diitcltd more to 
patie'ntj souls than then bodies for 
he regal ded illness and di^eia as 
manifestations of e^vil to be exore istd 
b\ bunging the suffereis to a re ahs.i 
I tion of the pangs of eternal damna 
I i m He was e-qually constious of his 
tlwn spiiitual shoiteomings His sex 
ual uige was stiong and temptations 
I to indulge it were inny His )ouinal 
I tells how guilty he felt about impure 
' thoughts and the spiritual agonies he 
endured as a result My horror iii 
creased to such an extent that 1 was 
on the verge of fainting and when I 
was able to rise my body trembled 
and perspii ed ’ Ovei work and men 
tal strain brought on a near latal 
illness During his recuperation he 
became incieasingly subject to vi 
sions The visions impelled him to 
seek ordination He returned to Bath 
; full of revivalist zeal and drove Ins 
[ mother to distraction bv Idling his 
I room with doting women and leading 
[ them in long, noisy prayer meetings 
Soon he was oif his mothei’s 
hands—away at Lampeter College 
learning to be a priest He was in 
some ways a model student, impect 
I able in his personal behaviour and 
[ ..^alous at his books In othei ways he 
[ Was a pain in the neck He gathered 



around him a group of students and 
local people whom he led in frequent 
meetings for prayer and Bible study 
He was outspoken in his condemna 
tiori of whit he regarded as eon up 
tion On one occasion Pi met was a 
guest at 1 parry given by the vice 
piineipdl Suddenly overwhelmed 
bv the woildlintss and sinfulness of 
the occasion, he leaped to las feet 
dashed a glass of sheny <JUt of the 
host j hand treated the company to a 
brief homilv on ihe c vils of drink and 
rushed out of the loom 
In 1840 Piincc gtaduated and was 
despatched as euiate to the relative 
obseurnv ol Chailmeh He had had 
the toi sight to many a wealthy and 
eldcilv . elmircr (a wa^ to be ht 
explained i spiritual marriage—no 
carnal hanky pankv') The work of 



Prince (centre, front row) with hi« disciples 

God could not be done on a curate’s 
stipend Within two years Pnnee had 
packed the church at Charhnch with 
fienzicd converts and > ♦agcnised 
the bishop He was sent pt.king He 
moved to i paiish in Suffolk and 
lepeated the pioceduie exactly 
Pnnee the incarnate messiah, as he 
now believed f imself to be de 
nouneed the Chuiel of England and 
started preaching on his own 
aeeeuiit, on the south toast 
It was here that ht experimented 
with the idea of a eommunity of the 
faithful His preaching had attracted 
many devoted followers, some of 
them nth They would Au anything 
for their leader and give all to him 
He no AT called them out of the world 
into the ‘abide of love,’ the 
Agapemone The basis of the com 


munity was total obeditmcc to the 
Belo\ed (Prmcej Sexual iclations 
were taboo for evtivont except the 
Beloved and those ladies whom he 
those to favour The experiment was 
satisfaetor'y What Pnnee now 
needed was a puipose built 
Agjtpemont, —large i secluded more 
expensive With menu y donated by 
converts who continued to pour in, 
Pnnee built at Spaxtead a suitable 
estate for himself and his ehosen 
faithful It comprised a eliajic 1 a 
sizable house for the Behncd segit 
gated aceoinniodation for the men 
and women and w is sunouneh d hv a 
high wall 

In 18fb the new way eit hU beg.m 
Ihe laillifiils .iiuved in then ■.man 
eaiiiages and took po session ol the 
Agapemone 1 hei i ult of life \ e 
not strict No legular pane III eif (.i 
vites was observed Then wtie oil 
hards and eiocjiiei Vii lined in he 
work about tin home n < gi-emnds 
But Prince s non will luled ill i id 
hie within his own pi i onal harem 
wasdistmith inoit coinloit etile than 
in the abodes < t Ins di ciple» Ills 
wealth was piodigiou He vi ueelthe 
Great 1 xhibition eil USi lu an open | 
carnage ice e r'tly pc i chase el ftom the | 
Queen Motliei iitended bv the nio't I 
beautitul women 

The final ..on umm itioii some 
would S 1 V the find blaspbemv , 
occurred in ISSn Piniee annonneed I 
it as the (iitat Maiiitc station the I 
Holy Ghost in the loim of the Be ' 
loved would tike t'c h theieby 
freeing flesh lioni sn ihi eh i'ples 
can have hac* no idea wh.ie tin wotds 
meant They eeitniily f< uiid out 
Before the as.cinbled teli wship in 
the chape I Pn lee whe wc l>)lid 
a 16 year old v iigin on a ci in 1 heloie 
the altar and had sexuc' i iicieourst 
with her to the aeeompanimenr ol 
organ music It wa more than some 
of the faithlul could teunich Th(»y 
left riking iheir money with the ni It 
seemed that rhe BcVoieds reign 
might be at an end But he wa> too 
firm ir his o\;ii sell heliet to be 
oveiwhelmed bv itch a lethack lor 
another half c< rifniv life in the 
Agapemone went on vinuallv un 
changed though P ince w is issaded 
by emit ism ind law suns (from chs 
illusioned dis iplcs w iiinng then 
money back) Pniice lived so long 
that none of his devotee s doubted his 
immotfahtv When death came it 
took the Beloved as much by surpiise 
as It did his folluweis 

Even then the powei of Pi i nee’s 
personaluv was not dissipated His 
eommunity contiimed until well into 
the twentieth teniury Not until 1958 
were the Agapemone and its con 
tents put up for auction 
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GUJARAT 

Madhavsinh Solanki: Fi nally t he Fall 

But a place mav be found foi him in the union cabinet 


A lter months ot indecision and 
dillydallying the Congress(I) 
high command tinally decided to 
remove the thief miiiistei ot Guiarat 
Madhavsinh Solanki Though Solanki 
finally resigned on S July and was 
succeeded by Amarsinh Chaudhuiy 
who had been home ministei in the 
Solanki cabinet tht decision was 
probably taken after the chief minis 
ter’s interview with Rajiv Gandhi on 
20 June The Piime Minister had 
made up his mind on the basis ol the 
'»2 page Vijav Naval Paul lepoit and 
the observations of the five member 
high level committit which visited 
(lUjarat receiitl\ The inteiview was 
perhaps a last chance lot Mi Solanki 
(who may join the union cabinet) to 
explain his position and persuade the 
Prime Ministei to give him anothei 
chance to prove himsell 

In those 10 minutes Madhavsinh 
Solanki tried to convince Prime 
Ministei Rajiv (>andhi that the anti 
leservation agitation had been It 
nanced bv Coiigiess(I) dissidents in 
the state The Piinii Ministei asked 
for t vidence whic h tlit chief ministei 
could not piovidt Madhavsinh 
Solanki leturned tin same day to 
(landhiiiagat and till S July tried 
despctattlv lo save his position 
I 01 tht next foimight up to S July 
bus cllorts continued till Raiiv Gan 
dhi told the Gujai at t M to sit p down 
in tht interests ol tht paiiy Solanki 
had been camping in Gujarit Bha 
wan waiting lot the tall fiom the 
Prime Ministei s offut since 3 Julv 
The drama had shifted to Delhi when 
tht (lUiarat Govtrnoi BK Nehru 
reached there on 2 July Ihcrt was 
even talk of the imposition ol Piesi 
dent s Rule in (lUjarat and a possible 
tabintt icshutflc at the cmtie to 
actommodatc Mr Solanki and pla 
cate the baikwaid classes m (lUjarat 
as well as the stiong kshatiiva tom 
mutiitv to which he btloug> Mortov 
er *heit weit ap[)rehtnsions about a 
walk out b\ Solanki and his suppoi 
ters 

Madhavsinh Solanki s fate was sea 
led on 2 July when three membei s of 
the five member commission which 
the Prime Minister had ^ent to (lU 
jarat to assess thi situation on 2? 
June G K Moopanar, general 
secietary of the AlCC(l), S Mohan 
Deo, former Congress(I) MI' and P 
Shiv Shankar told Rajiv Gandhi that 
Solanki had to go The remaining two 


membei s Naiain Dutt Tiwan and 
Haiidto Joshi chief ministers ot 
Uttar Pradtsh and Rajasthan respec 
tivtly, wavered because they felt 
that an unceremonious exit of 
Solanki would anger the backward 
classes Actually the five member 
commission was it ally sent not only 
to confirm tht original VijayNaval 
Patil icpoit but to assess the con 
secpicntes of tht removal ot Mr 
Solanki and find a suitable successor 
Tht Congressd) high command, 
however took its time to decide 



Madhavsinh Solanki the reign ends 


Solanki thus bicame the sixth Con 
gitss(I) chief minister to resign after 
Rajiv Gandhi became Prime Ministet 
even though the ( ongress(l) did ex 
tremcly well in tht Assembly elec 
tions in Gujarat 

Solanki s resignation in the middle 
ol an Assembly session was also a 
major embai rassment for the ruling 
party In fact, Madhavsinh Solanki 
has presented a budget in the state 
Assembly which he will not pilot 
Madhavsinh Solanki was unable to 
sc t the Prime Minister but did meet 
the finance minister Vishwanath Pra 
tap Singh and Moopanar on 4 July 
Solanki, still unaware that the deci 
Sion to remove him had already been 
taken, waited in Gujarat Bhavan for 
a call from the Prime Minister’s 
office The coup de grace finally 
came on 5 Julv Just the day before, 
another Congress(I) team comprising 
Mrs Amarjit Kaur, a Congress(I) MP 


(Rajya Sabha) and Santosh Mohan 
Deo, formei Congress(l) MP from 
Assam left for Gandhinagai to deter 
mine how many members of the state 
Legislature would support Solanki 
Meanwhile, V P Singh, Arun Nehru, 
and Makhan Lai Foiedar, the politic 
al adviser of the Piime Minister were 
already working on the details for 
the Congress legislature meeting on 
6 July in Gandhinagar to choose the 
new leader Solanki left New Delhi 
on a special plane on 1 July with V P 
Singh rural development minister 
Chandulal Chandaikat and Mr 
Moopanai 

According to observers Solanki s 
kshatnya Sammelan al Lakshimpur 
IS believed to be a major reason for 
his exit During the proceeding, a 
sword was brought out and worship 
ped It was almost a call to arm I u 
the kshatiiyas and a show ot strengtli 
to frighten iht othei i t,mmunities in 
Gujaiat Tour Congicss(l) MPs par 
ticipatcd in this blatantly casitist 
sammelan Amongst tiuin were 
Madhavsinh Solanki s father in law, 
Ishwarbhai Chauada I ight Congros 
s(I) MLAs and a junior minister in 
the Solanki cabinet also took part in 
the function It was this mi c ting 
which prompted piominent dissi 
dents Sanat Mehta and Jinabhai Dai 
ji of the Congress!I) to send tele 
grams to the AlC C(I) headquarters in 
New Delhi thieatcning to resign (it 
action was not taken against SolanW 

It also piompted the Prime Minis 
ter on his tour abroad to send Vijay 
Naval Patil to Gujarat The Lakshim 
pur incident and later the gory inci 
dent of 9 June when eight people 
were roasted alive in Daiyapur final 
ly sealed Solanki’s fatt The Paul 
Report latei confirmed by the five 
membei commission revealed that 
Solanki no longer had any control 
over the administration What 
proved to be most damning in the 
Patil Report was evidence which re 
vealed that information about the 
army’s limited withdrawal from 
Daryapur had leaked out The ob 
vious conclusion was that the 9 June 
incident occurred because of this 
Other allegations included the 
attempt of the Solanki government 
to divide the armed forces stationed 
in Gujarat and the state police Thus, i 
the curtain really came down on 
Solanki on 20 June Till S July, Ha 
lived on borrowed time } 
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Bui docs the ihan)ie tii Guuuat 
ha\e am meaning’ Solaiiki luis been 
leiuoMd hut e^en in deieat he 
appeals to be tutoiioiis Fhe man 
uho has leplaied lum is one ot his 
oun choiie as Amaisiiih Rhilabhai 
C haudluii\ IS a staunch suppoitei ot 
Solanki and his aiiession means that 
Solanki would loniinue his hold ovei 
G u I a I a t p o 1 11 It s A m a i s i n h 
Chaudhaiv sax obseixeis will 
attuallN goxein bv pioxv 
Besides Amaisinh Chaudhaiv was 
the home ministei in the Solanki 
cabinet and he is as lesponsible for 
the events in Guiaiat dining the last 
tew months as Solanki 11 Solanki was 
ousted betause of his inabilitv to 
handle the tiisis political obseivers 
tc< 1 that Chaudhaiv too should have 
hem ousted It is stiangc lustite, 
thev think to punish one pet son and 
Kwaid anothei foi something that 
ituv weic both involved in Amar 
sinh Chaudhaiv as the home minis 
tei 111 the Solanki government was 
an uttei failuie I he perfoimance of 
tni engineer tuined politician as 
ministei foi social welfaie was 
tcimtd siucessful' but actuallv 
Chaudhaiv simplv could not come to 
gups with the situation Indeed at 
one time he was being assisted in his 
woik bv Piabodh Rawal his prede 
cessoi as home min.sier of Guiarat 
who had been denied a paitv ticket 
in the last Assemblv elections 



Amarsinh C'haiKlIwrv 


There were heated intra party dis 
cussions on how advisable it would 
be for Chaudhary to succeed Solanki 
when the Gujarat Congiess(l) Icgisla 
tore party met in (laridhinagar to 
elect a new leader on fa July It was 
not a “unanimous” election Two 
important Congress(l) dissident lead 
ers Tinabhai Darji, the foimer 
PCCd) chief and Sanat Mehta, the 
foimei finance minister of the state, 
had put foi ward their own proposals 


After piolonged discussions between 
these gioups and the team of AICC(I) 
obseiveis comprising V P Singh, G 
K Moopanar, Chandulal Chandra 
kai S M Deo and Mrs Amarpt Kaur, 
the decision had still not been 
leached Jinabhai Uaiji, a leader ot 
the backward classes, was making a 
claim to the leadership IheAICC(l) 
observers favoured Natwarlal Shah, 
speakei of the (jujarat Assembly, but 
the Solanki group stuck to its own 
demand the new CM had to be 
someone fiom Solanki’s cabinet The 
deadlock was finally left to New 
Delhi to break and V P Singh and 
Solanki met the paitv president, Ra 
pv (>andlii Minutes after the meet 
ing Amaisinh Chaudhaty was 
elected Icadei of the Gujarat Con 
gress(l) legislatuie party 

The removal of Madhavsinh r 
Solanki IS not likely to end the Gu 
jaiat crisis Fxperis however, be I 
heve that the Solanki government i 
has not been itmoved ‘ in spirit,’ as | 
11 IS Solanki’s man who has now 
become the chief ministei What is 
moie Amarsinh Chaudharv’s cieden | 
tials as a crisis man have not been 
established He has failed to deliver 
the goods as home minister Can he 
now take on the lesponsibilitv of a 
chief minister and haul Gujarat out 
of the mess ii is m todav’ 

Madhu Jafn and Sankarahan Thakur, Naw 
Dami I 


RAJIV GANDHI'S PRESS CONFERENCE 

A Public Relations Exercise 

The Prime Minister fields questions with aplomb 


MU ad President Zia ul Haq seen 
■ ■this, he would >.ome to India 
for his next press conference so 
keen is he on publicity,” said a 
Pakistani journalist immediately af 
tei Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s 
first formal press conference on the 
morning of 7 July The Pakistani 
President might well have been 
tempted the press conference was 
‘made’ for television On a Sunday at 
9 45 am which is prune time for 
television the stage was all set with 
pink gladioli arranged on black furn¬ 
iture to form a perfect back drop to 
the Prime Minister, immaculately 
dressed in white Jcurta payjamas and 
a jacket Such flower arrangements 
were rare m national press confer¬ 
ences with previous Prune Ministers 
For the Prune Minister—from the 
moment he was escorted m by the 
principal information officer I 
^ ■^amamohan Rao, six minutes ahead 
’ of schedule to the end of the hoiu 


and a quarter long press confer 
ence—this media event was a walk 
over Exuding self confidence, the 
•Prime Minister handled questions on 
the situation in Punjab and Gujarat, 
corruption charges agamst Bhajan 
Ul. India’s relations with the super 



powers-Pakistan’s nucleai bomb and 
his definition of himself as PM, 
s.viftly and, with a deadpan express 
ion Rare were the ‘uhs’ and ‘ers’ 
which look so out of place on TV 
This was a telegenic Prime Minister 
skilled in the art of press confer 
ences, his laurels from the successful 
press conference at Washington's 
National Press C lub last month not 
yet forgotten His ease and his aware 
ness of the showbusiness aspect of 
politics were all too apparent 
although his frequent attempts at 
humour “a categorical maybe” in 
answer to a question on a possible 
cabinet re shuffle, did not get too 
many laughs 

Clearly, the Prime Minister was in 
command But, it was all a bit too 
easy, most of the questions being 
weak and wide off the mark, state 
ments which Rajiv Gandhi dealt with 
alacrity The only moments when the 
Pnme Minister was in a bit of trouble 
was when Sunder Rajan brought up 
the question of India being ready for 
autonomous radio and television 
D nng the rapid-fire exchange, the 
Prime Minister momentarily lost his 
cool Referring to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s Washington press conference 
during which the Prime Mmister had 
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said thai India was not leadv tor the 
lemoval ol govoinment controls on | 
ttltision and ladio Suiidet Ratan 
asked whethei it was not m fact the 
“C ongiess party which was not ready 
ioi autonomy ” txcerpts fiom the 
conyei sation 

Q I /list wdnted to ask if you will 
pci nut rm 

A Do you want my answei or your 
question•* (the smiles aie now mis 

sing) I 

Q i)n Judsniiyt It\ou imI] petmii 
A \ou pcimit me and 1 will peimit i 
you (a slightly steely Riin) As you ' 
say, India has been a vibrant demo 
ciacytni ^8 >eais now and il this was | 
really an issue with the people, they 
would have raised it They have not 
laiscd It We tcel and 1 renterate that 
we are not ready lot total autonomy 
for these two institutions and we are 
not gotng to give it at the moment 
Q M\ point IS this I knowntienthe 
Jdnjtd Pill tv was in powei, they wcie i 
busy quartelhng among themsehes 


and thc\ had no time tor these basic 
letorms But m\ point is, the Indian 
people we/e neiet consulted in this 
matter and how do sou sav we are not 
leadv toi this paititulaidcmiciatic 
reform^ In vshat respect are we not 
teadv^ Is it a risk’’ 

A By seeing the way that you people 
print and publish, I don’t think you 
behaved lespoiisibly at all 
Q But that has nothing to do with 
radio 

A Of couise, but it it spreads to 
ladio, theie will be a tiemendous 
danger to the country 
Q Blit IS radio a counter blast to the 
press or a coirectixc ('Some mut 
millings of discontent ate heard tiom 
a section of the press Some of tht-m 
angiils asking Siindei Ratan Do 
YOU scant a debate ot a pit ss coniet 
ence^”) 

A You want a dc bate or should we 
cany on with the pi ess sonteiciite 
(taking the cue from the section ot 
the pi OSS) 


King of the Courts 


I _ 

lohati Krieic, ruiiner up At the 
iPSteUA Artais tournaoient at 
Queehs’ CJ«b. a wam^up evertt be¬ 
fore Wimbledon* has the right to 
say, *’1 told you so." Just after being 
demolished by an unseeded 17- 
year-old WfiM CeimtaR giant called 
Bons Becker, he had warned, “If he 
maintains that sdrt of level, he can 
win Wimbledon ’’ Becker, him¬ 
self was morn reticent, “1 Just want 
to wm the first round and see vdiat 
happens," he had said modestly 
after his 6 2, 6 2 win over Kriek- 

The teenager from Liemen, out¬ 
side Hiedelberg, in West Germany, 
is coached by Ion Tm«c a fiorj 
Rumanian who was once Ihe Ka:^ 
tase’s doubles partener Tennis wri¬ 
ters have already run out of adjec¬ 
tives while eulogising Becker’s 
game He has an explosive serve, 
the most powerful in the game, and 
murderous ground strokes and vol¬ 
leys The popular tabloids m Bn- 
itajn, searching for a sex-symbol 
after B|om Borg and a successor to 
Superbrat John McEnroe have 
found one in young Becker 

This was Becker’s second Wimb¬ 
ledon. Last year, he had bowed out 
in the third round to Bill Scanlon 
with an injared ankle This year, 
howevet* nothing could stop hiS 
triumphant march, He beat big- 
serving Hank EHsteir, Matt Anger, 
and seeded stars Joawon Hystrem, 
Tun Mayotte and Anders Jarryd to 
reach the finals and meet ^nt- 



Becfcer Ms trtmmil at Queen’s Chib 


kdier Kevin Curren, the conquerer 
of John Mcfmrofehnd Jitfnw Con¬ 
nors. Ice-cold as evesr, “Boom- 
Boom" sent down 20 bludgeoning 
aces and retrieved some of the 
experienced Curren’s best shots in 
style to win 6-3,6-7,7-6 and 6-4 and 
become the youngest ever <md the 
first unseoded p^yer to WM> the 
men’s singles title at Wunbledon. 
He is also the first German to win 
dm mie- 
iwwey CBeaMtary 


Other than that flicker ol anger 
which crossed the Prime Minister’s 
face duiing the clash with Sunder 
Raian , one othei question momen- 
taiily upset the Prime Minister He 
was asked whethei t. e Emergency 
would ever be imposed again and 
whether imposing the Emergency 
'ad indeed, been the right decision 
. 1 heie was a brief pause between the 
q estion befoie the PM answered “I 
th ik that at that time it was a right 
step and there were various fortes 
woi king If those conditions are lepe 
died, It might bt netessary to have 
1 an Emeigeiicy But that will have to 
be seen With the conditions that 
prevail there cannot be an equiva 
lent situation Things will be dtffe 
j rent 1 peisonally, am not in favour 
ot using such harsh measures if they 
can be avoided, but li it is necessary, 
they must be used ” 

I he PM also seemed to be iintated 
and angry, when a tou nalist ciiti 
cised tile Rs five croie Patiala Cultu 
ral ( ompltx whose foundation stone, 

I hi Ii.id laid a few months ago The 
Piime Ministei Slid “I am verv sorry 
that you haye such notions and 1 wilt 
guaiantee that it will not end up a' a 
building with a few chairs (these had 
been (he tmirnahst s words) but will 
end up as a vibrant tultural institu 
I tion 

One ot the molt striking aspects of 
this pi ess confeitnce is rht fact that 
thiic was baldly a foreign voice 
I heard that day Normally, foreign 
i (11 respondents paiiicularly fiom the 
Wi st, dominate This time, despite 
the novelty of the shiny black and 
white caids which each person want 
{ ing to ask a question had to hold up, 

I many of the regulars wiio used to go 
to the press conferences held by 
Mis Gandhi, were not as voluable 
The Isvcstta correspondent was 
allowed two questions as was H K 
Dua of the Indian Express But 
almost absent, were the outpourings 
I of praise from couitiers, the tone was 
, businesslike and there was no flutter 
I on stage 

I Anothei factor responsible for the 
I completely different acmospheredur 
mg the question hour is, of course, 
the fact that Rapv Gandhi is not 
Indira Gandhi The late Prime Minis 
ter had a more expressive face and 
wasfdi more emotional 

This was his first formal press 
conference, and the Prime Minister 
remained formal, except for brief 
I attempts at light repaitee The con 
I fei ence was almost one sided As one 
television viewer said, "Dekho kitna 
chalaak ham, aur journalist kitne 
buddhu ham’ (Look how clever the 
Prime Minister is and how stupid the 
journalists are ) * 

Madhu Mn, M«w IMM 
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Selling Babies for Survival 


A severe drought hits Kalahnndi district 


F or Kama Gahir and tht membeis 
of her family, the birth ol a male 
child would have been a happy on a 
Sion But this time, she had dlmo-,! 
hoped that the child would be still 
born Thn e days latei, in tht abs 
ence of her husband, she trudged 21 
miles fiom hei village in Mahataioi 
in the Kalaliaiidi distntt of Oiissa to 
I sell hei new boin son to a complete 
sttangti And Natabai Hiadhaii a 
sub iiispettor ol the post and tch 
gtaphs depa. tincut in Khaiiai a 
block h> adi|u<iittrs (the '^ttanaei 
who tamed oft tin clidd I had bought 
It ioi Ins wilt fliiabati who had 
I tliice daughteis and now wanted a 
son 

What pioinptt d Kama (,ahit land a i 
number of otliei wotm n in ihi an a) | 
I to St 11 then thildien Both Piadhan | 
I and Kama (,ahit adniit that it is th< 
seveie shoitagt ol food bitiu'-c ol 
I the drought in tht dnttitt whuh his 
prompted 'uth dtspiia'c mtasuie 
The women have htih thoite iftlitv 
don’t sell then thildien tin \ will dit 
anvwdv rile Oiissa goveinmtnt 
however has denied icpolls ol ilu 
sale ol babie, in the stati Bo‘h iht 
bust rs and selleis an di living i vi iv 
thing Ihev ait aliaid ol the l((.al 
eomplications and mtimidition iioni 
the goveinmtnt agencies 

Pradhan denied that tu had 
“btiuglit’ the babv Inim Rama lie 
r^toited ‘ It hei eondition was good 
I why should she hand ovei the baby' 

1 She was going to leave the child at 


the mission hospital (at Khariar) I 
wanted the baby and she gave him to 
me My wife wanted a son as we have 
thiee daughteis and lost three sons 
My wilt IS happy to have the baby 
We did not want to fuss over the 
. whole thing Now I think • did a wise 
I thing I'l accepting an elderly per 
son’s advict while stating before the 
I police and the court that I took the 
babv ioi adoption Along with me she 
(Rama) also signed the document 
beiou lilt polite stating that she 
willingly patted with the baby ” 

I III is'uc of the distil ss sail ol 
I babies was fust taised by Mis Parba 
ti Gill 1 Tiotid social woikei, who 
maiiagi s <in oiptiaiiage at Paikmal in 
the neighl'ouriiig Sambalpiir distiut 
Sht ihlaimid alter a visit to the 
diought hit areas in Kalahandi, that 
liabit , wt le being sold bv then hun 
giv motheis and relatives 1 he stale 
g •veiiiiiient lemained silent over the 
issue iftei her stoi v was published in 
I <1 Sainlialpui bast d Otiva daily 
Itiuikhdii'Id and it was only when 
lepoits appeared iii the national 
1 pi ess that the government chose to 
lit n\ lilt salt ol babies’ But the 
I goveinment admitted that Kama 
(,alur gavt away hei babv to 
Piadhan lot adoption Iht ofliiial 
,'is^ however ignored the other 
tases wheie othei families in distress 
gavt iiwav thill childrtn in the 
it pot Is This was even conceded by 
the luling Congiessy) party The 
party’s deputy chief whip, Mr Bhu 



pinder Singh recently admitted in 
the Assembly that conditions of 
scarcity, unemployment and distress 
were prevailing in Kalahandi which 
was compelling parents to part with 
their children “Ask the rickshaw 
pulleis in Raipur (Madhya Pradesh) 
and most of them will tell you that he 
IS either from Khariai or Titlagarh or 
Kantabanjhi (the last two places are 
m Bolangir district bordering Kala 
hand] ’’ said Satya Bhiisan Sahu, a 
Cotigrcss(I) legislator 

Banita, a 1 i year old girl from 
Amalpali village in Khaiiai block, 
was recently sold to a jierson in a 
village about five kmsaway by her 
sistei inlaw, Phanas Punp Phanas 
already burdened with two thildien 
found It impossible to suppoit Bam 
ta an oiphan Her husband has left 
home in search of woik and has 
never returned Phanas broke down 
before a group of visiting lepoiter* 
whilt I elating her teirible tondi 
tioiis Sht denied Mis Parbati Gin’s j 
story but local villageis conftimed 
that she sold Banita 

The government has ti led to press 
uiise people to deny that they had 
indeed purchased or sold chililicii 
Natabai Piadhan was callt d to tht | 
Khanar police station si veral times 
after the story bioke 4tcoiding to I 
Natabar Pradhan, he and Rama 
Gahir havi made a loint statement I 
helote the police whuh states that 
Gahii offered the child to Pradhan i 
toi adoption To avoid Lomjjhtations, [ 
Pradhan and liis wilt have t'veri 
made an affidavit in the eouit of the 
sub tegistrar at Nuapaia to that 
etleci Local villager'’ claim that the 
local tehsild.it also visited Phanas | 
Punp’s village aftei Banit.i’s plight 
was known Visiting newsmen h,ive 
found the Khariai polii t to hi tight 
lipped about the whole at fan Ram 
Chandia Gaud, an officer of the* 
Khanar police station letusedtosay I 
anything about the sale ol babies in 
the area He ilaimed thai ihi matter 
was being invesiigaied by Piadip 
Bank the officei in thaige vvho had 
gone on leave to his faiawav village 
in Niah block in (. utt lek distnei 
since 18 lune When Bank will le 
tuin IS, however, not kniiwn Mlwhai 
Gaud said was that he had heaid of 
Rama offennj hei baby tin ‘ adop 
turn ’ 

It was not only Phanas Punji’s 
husband who lias gone away to 
seaich toi work fhe list of missing 
husbands is viitually endless Ihimti 
Maihi. a newly mained adivasi giil 
ol Kikiribeda village in Khatiai 
block IS in an equally difficult posi 
tiun Aftei hei husband Ilai ichandi a 
(Mangalu) Mathi left in seaich ol 
work soon after then marriage, she 
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was ahducffd and sold at Bilaspur in 
Madhya Pradesh from where she 
manascd to escape with another girl 
of her atea who had met a similar 
fate, said the village chowkidar, Gha¬ 
na Mahananda. 

Kapil Narain Tiwari, a prominent 
I local politician claimed that sheer 
1 poverty wa.s driving people to .sell 
( their children. The government, in¬ 
stead of helping the families, he said, 
is trying to hush up the issue. The 
OXFAM field officer, .Jagdish 
Pradhan, who has been working in 
several villages in the district, de¬ 
clined to discuss the baby sale issue 
to avoid controversy, but agreed that 
the living conditions were appalling. 
An OXFAM worker, Motiram Tandi 
claimed that ten members of his 
family were “half-starved.” 

Kalahandi district, about 450 kms 
from Bhubaneswar and on the Orissa- 
Madhya Pradesh border, faces perpe¬ 
tual drought conditions in most 
areas. As Kapil Narain Tiwari 
pointed out, the people there are 
haunted by the fear of the 1965 
famine. If the rains fail this year in 
the district, the crops will wither as 
the area lacks irrigation facilities. 

Drought in the area have created 
conditions of severe scarcity. Agri¬ 
cultural unemployment is high. Ab- 
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starving vWatpen in KalahamH 


out 60.000 people in the Boden hlock 
and about 20,000 persons in the Kom- 
na block are starving. Nearly 25,000 
people ;n the Smapali block and 
another 15,000 in the Khariar block 
are in dire str.iits. Said Akhil De- 
bguru, a villager, “There is absolute¬ 
ly no work tor us. People do not have 
any belongings in their houses ex¬ 
cept a few utensils. You can see the 
appearance of the emaciated people 
and draw your conclusions ” Several 
people have already left their homes 
for Raipur and other areas of 
Madhya Pradesh in .search of work. 
Saraas P. Nanda, Bhubanaawar 


INDO-PAK RELATIONS 


The First Unsteady Steps 


Moves hv both countries to normalise ties 


T he three-day meeting of the Indo- 
Pakistan .joini commis.sion which 
concluded in New Delhi on 4 July, 
chaired by the minister of state foi 
external affairs Khurshed Alam 
Khan and the Pakistan foreign minis¬ 
ter, .Sahebzada Yakub Khan was' 
held, as was repeatedly stressed by' 
Pakistanis, in an extremely “frank 
and friendly atmosphere. "But, the! 
problems of the trade and basic day- 
to-day relations remained. In a tele¬ 
phonic conversation between the 
Pakistan President, General Zia-ul 
Hat| and Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi pist before the talks began, 
the Pakistan President asked Mr 
Gandhi to give the talks an “energe¬ 
tic push.” The Indian Prime Minister, 
however, retorted that the talks were 
being held on the 1.1th anniversary of 
the Simla Agreement which made 
the occasion an auspicious one. 

Although the occasion was ostens¬ 
ibly an auspicious one, there 
appeared to be a certain amount of 
hostility in both camps. The major 
differences mainly arose over mat¬ 


ters of trade dampening the initial 
enthusiasm over the progress made 
in the consular and cultural fields. 
Significantly, the sub-commission 
which included trade was the only 
one which was headed at the director 
level, the remaining three being 
headed by joint secretaries. 

The Pakistani foreign minister 
said, “We have turned a corner.” But 
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the corner wa.s turned very slowly. 
The decisions will, however make 
life easier for the two lakh Indians 
and Pakistanis who travel aiiross the 
border to visit relatives. The delega¬ 
tions agreed to allow bookings ftir 
.seven cities across the border from 
railway stations in both countries. 
Similarly, six cities would be linked 
together telephonically. 

In the fields of information, tful- 
ture and education, a certain amount 
of “progress” was made. Both sides 
have submitted a draft text with 
specific proposals There will be an 
exchange of correspondents between 
All India Radio and Radio Pakistan 
by the end of August, A newspaper 
correspondent from each country 
will be allowed across the border. 
Curiously enough, the Pakistanis will 
send a correspondent from Jung (a 
slightly anti-Indian paper). It is be" 
lieved that when Khurshed Alam 
Khan was told about tins, he won¬ 
dered why a paper more well dis¬ 
posed towaids India like Anian had 
nor been cho.sen. 

The liberalisation procedures in¬ 
clude airangements for a greater 
flow ot tourists between the two 
countnes, an increase in the numiter 
of pilgrims and exchanges of cultural 
groups Five scholarships will be 
given to Pakistani students in the 
fields of engineering, business, admi¬ 
nistration and medicine and vice- 
versa. Pakistan will also take part in 
the next Indian international film 
festival and there will be an increase 
in the number of exchanges of intel¬ 
lectuals and artists between the two 
countries These, however, remain 
peripheral issues. But trade relations 
remain a major problem. The Pakis¬ 
tani spokesman admitted that there 
was not “much room for manoeuvre” 
here and the differences in trade 
matters appear to be insurmount¬ 
able. While Pakistan has refused to 
alter the existing trade patterns 
under which business with India is 
done through the public sector, it has 
also refused to change the practice of 
what is called “a positive list.” 
According to Indian officials, Pakis¬ 
tan has a list of permissible items for 
trade but what the Indian side would 
have liked to see is a list of items 
which are not allowed. 

Culture is another disputed area in 
the relations between the two coun¬ 
tries. Pakistan made it clear that it 
did not want a free exchange of 
newspapers and periodicals. The 
Pakistani delegation was not keen on 
having exchanges in the performing 
arts. Exchanges of musicians and 
museologists were fine, they seemed 
to feel. But theatre was not. < 
MmAu /«fn, M»w DtMil 
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KERALA 


Fight against Fundamentalism 


Muslim woman stands up for her rights 


A Supreme Court judgement in 
April this year ordering a Mus¬ 
lim husband to pay money to his 
divorced wife stirred up a hornet’s 
nest. In Kerala, both the factions of 
the Muslim League, the Indian Union 
Muslim League (lUML) and the All 
India Muslim League(AIML), joined 
hands to urge Muslims to fight 
against the Supreme Court judge¬ 
ment and Ramzan was observed as 
Sliariat Protection Dav throughout 
the touniry. And while liberal Mus- 
( lims were arguing with con.servatives 
I about the interpretations of the Shar- 
I idt, lame the news that the Jamaat 
I committee of Bhimapally mosque in 
j Trivandrum had sentenced a Muslim 
^ woman Suleekha Beevi, to 101 
I lashings as also a clean shaving of 
I her head ioi alleged infidelity and 
I foi consumption of liquor. 

1 Howc'Ver, a few days later the 
Jamaat rescinded the ordei because 
I of the immense piessure that built 
j up when the media, the people and 
I above all the leaders of the commun- 
1 ity disapproved the Jamaat ruling. 

I On 21 June, RSS and the CPI(M) took 
' out separate processions in Trivan- 
1 drum with the RSS men shouting 
I slogans like .“Think ol what will 
happen if Hindus become a minor¬ 
ity ” When the Jamaat members real 
I ised that the Hindu communalists 
would take advantage of the situa¬ 
tion, they rushed to Suleekha for a 
mconciliaiiun. 

' The 4G-yeai-old Suleekha Beevi, 
unlike many other Muslim women 
I had stood for her rights and issued a 
lawyer’s nonce to the Jamaat asking 
them to withdraw the punishment 
order and apologise for the humilia¬ 
tion she had suffered. In retaliation a 
van with microphones went around 
the Bhimapally area announcing the 
ostracism and asking shopkeepers 
not to supply goods to the family. 

Islamic scholars in the state have, 
however, condemned this practice. 
The Imam of the Trivandrum Juma 
Musjid, Ahmedkutty Maulavi, told 
Sunday that the Shariat can be prac¬ 
tised only in Islamic utopias where 
1 people don’t feel the need to do 
I wrong. In his mosque the Jamaat 
never punished those brought before 
him but only advised and warned 
' them. Even the Imam of the Bhima¬ 
pally mosque had advised the 
f>i»maat members against punishing 
I ‘Suleekha Beevi. But for the Jamaat 
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members it was a way to infuse fear 
into poor Muslims. 

Meanwhile the conservative Mus¬ 
lims arc also planning to organise a 
campaign against the Supreme Court 
for its historic judgment in favour of 
divorced Muslim women. At the time 
of writing, the deputy chief minister 
Avukaderkutty Naha is facing a 
probable case in the Kerala High 


T he recent discoverv ol radioac | 
tive material in mvstei ions (ii 
cumstances in two public sector oiga- 
nisdtions near Hyderabad has raised 
questions about the efleitiveness of 
security measures being taken re¬ 
garding radioactive souice mateiial 
While the managements of both the 
Electronics Corporation of India 
(F-CTL) and the Nuclear Fuel Com- I 
plex (NFC) have claimed that the i 
exposure to the radioactive material j 
would not harm the employees the ; 
fact that radioactive matcnal was i 
removed from its proper storage 
place by disgruntled employees has 
aiarmed other workers in the units 
I The initial attempts by the manage- 
I ments to deny the incidents has only 
added to the emjiloyees’ 
apprehension. The plea that depart¬ 
mental inquiries have been insti¬ 
tuted has not allayed the fears of the 
environment protettion groujis 
either. 

The NFC authoniies have taken 
strong exception to phot.ig-'aphers 
taking pictures ol the deiiion'.tratoi s 
and even snatched cameras and de¬ 
tained photographers in the security 
section. Recently, some radioactive 
material was disco\t-ied in a watei 
cooler in the NFC ’remises The 
thorium fa radioactive) was found bv 
some of the workers but there is no 
explanation as lo how it got there 
and how long it had been inside the 
water cooler The management later 
claimed that an inquiry had been 
ordered into the incident and that 
there was no cause for alarm. 

In a similar incident at the ECIL a 
used cobalt source was located in a 
scrap heap after an anonymous tip 


Court for his alleged statement 
against the Supreme Court judgment 
which the petitioner Nawab Rajan- 
dran says is a clear case of contempt 
of court. 

It was a Muslim woman from In¬ 
dore, Shaiiu Begum, who valiantly 
fought the long-drawn-out legal bat¬ 
tle starting from 1978, against hei 
lawyer husband Mohammed Ahmed 
Khan for alimony. The constitutional 
bench of the Supreme Court judged 
that according to Article 125 (I) 
(A) of the Constitution, Muslim 
women are eligible for support 
money from their husbands till they 
remarry. 

B/noo John, Trivandrum 


oil on 12 June. An official of the 
niicleai instrumentation group re¬ 
ceived a phone call informing him of 
the radiation source. The used cobalt 
souice in a biass container in the 
ongiridl casing, the size of a small 
pencil stub was located with the help 
of a radiation survey meter. 

According to ECIL managing direc¬ 
tor B.S. Piabliakai, the survey meter 
showed a reading of 1 MR (Milli 
Roentven) per hour while the normal 
dose lor occupation is 2.5 MR per 
Iioui as per the inter national radia¬ 
tion safely regulations. Altogether 27 
weldeis were within the 1 MR range 
and 303 emplovees of the NI group 
weie reteired to a private patholog¬ 
ist in Hyderabad as a precautionary 
measure for preliminary blood tests 
for a complete blood picture and a 
platelet count “The blood report did 
not show any sign of abnormality!’ 
Mr Prabhakar said. 

Both NFC and ECIL which have 
I been brought under the purview of 
the Andhra Piadesh Pollution Con¬ 
ti ol Board did not inform the State 
Pollution Control Board of the inci¬ 
dents Departmental inijuines have 
been instituted tti look into the inci¬ 
dents while managements of both 
organisations maintain that adequ¬ 
ate precautions for emplovees such 
I as radiation badges and periodic 
ladialion surveys of the premises 
ensure a proper check on radiation 
levels in the work area. In both cases, 
the radioactive material was re¬ 
moved from the source room or its 
proper storage place and was later 
discovered by the workers without 
the management even being aware 
that the material was missing. 
Shubha Singh, Hyderabad 


ENVIRONMENT 

Anotiier Deadly Leak 

Workers are exposed lo radioactive material in Hydeiubad 
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PUNJAB 

The Torture of an innocent 


Political worker disabled by police torture 


B ed number nine, Dental hospital 
ward, Amritsar. The man lying 
on the bed has hts face plastered and 
bandaged. He looks a Hindu but is a 
cleanshaven Sikh. Hariinder Singh 
(32), an activist of the Kitti Kisan 
Union (KKU) is the latest victim of 
police brutality in Punjab. The use of 
third-degree methods of mipriogd- 
tion by the police, is evident when 
you meet him. 

Though the Amiitsai polue ic 
leased the KKII activist on .(line 
after illegally keeping him in i ustody 
for 19 days, Haijindei, a tarniei who 
belongs to .(agdev Kalan village, ah 
out 18 kms from Aniiitsai, has iieen 
physically disabled and leduted to a 
lame and stainmeimg wieik llis 


only crime was that he joined his 
comrades of the KKU, a CPI(ML) 
supported organisation of Punjab, 
and protested against police atroci¬ 
ties in the state. Sarabjit Singh San¬ 
dlin, the KKU Amritsar unit presi¬ 
dent said," Ihe local police are after 
oui workers because we are exposing 
i them. There was no case against 
I llatiindei, but he was kept in the 
I police station for 19 days and tor- 
tiiied m such an inhuman manner.” 

Harjindei, the president of the 
village unit of the KKU was arrested 
from a tea stall, on 22 May. “1 was 
t ikinii tea when the police came to 
arrest me.” said Harjinder in a 
trembling voice. “They took me to 
the Sadar police station where they 


interrogated me. They asked ^e ab¬ 
out the weapons which they said 
were iA my possession and merciless¬ 
ly tortured me. I thought they were 
going to cripple me. I was unable tO 
move my arms and legs and the pain 
in my back was unbearable. They 
told me that T had given shelter to 
proclaimed offenders.” From 22 May 
to 9 June, the day he was released 
after a KKU deputation led by Bal- 
dev Mann, general secretary of the 
Amritsar unit of the CPl(ML) met the 
local deputy commissioner Ramesh 
Inder Singh and the district police 
chief Bua Singh, Hatiindei was tor¬ 
tured every day 

The day he was released he was 
immcdiatelv taken to the Majitha 
government hosjntal The chied 
medical officei (CMO) then seni him 
to the dental hospital wheie he was_ 
operated upon foi the treatment of i 
his badly biokeii jaw It will take 
Harjinder months to lecovei fully ' 

Baldev Mann told Si'misv that the 
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KKIT has decided to sue the Amritsar 
police for torturing Harjinder. Said 
Mann, “how long will we continue to 
suffer at the hands of the police? We 
have decided to file a criminal com¬ 
plaint against the Amritsar superin¬ 
tendent of police, Gobind Ram who is 
against our workers. Harjinder’s is 
the latest in the series of cases of 
police atrocities against KKU work¬ 
ers.” A month before the Amritsar 
police arrested Harjinder. his 
two brothers, Manjit Singh and Ran- 
jit Singh, both members of the KKU 
who were detained at the Gharinda 
police station for a week and a month 
respectively. Explained Mann: 
“There was no case against any of 
them •” 

Jagtar Singh Mahilinwala, general 
secretary of the district unit of the 
KKU is one among the victims. He 
said, "Police arrested me because 
they found that my beard was like 


A fter two decades of its existence, 
a new role is being planned for 
the government’s premier investiga¬ 
tion agency, the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI). Senior officials 
at the CBI headquarters in New De¬ 
lhi are at present examining the 
workings ot foreign investigative 
agencies including the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Scot¬ 
land Yard and the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police to propose a change 
* in the existing structure of the CBI. 
Also being examined is the American 
Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt 
Organisation Act (RICO) of 1970, for 
a similar law to be passed in India to 
deal with underground leaders and 
narcotics syndicates. The high-level 
secretaries committee headed by 
cabinet secretary P.K. Kaul which 
has been asked to study the role of 
the CBI would also be examining the 
earlier recommendations made in 
the 65th report of the estimates com¬ 
mittee of Parliament (1983-84) which 
had criticised the CBI’s performance 
and suggested that it’s “role, func¬ 
tions and working...should be com¬ 
prehensively reviewed and measures 
taken to tone up its working.” 

The estimates committee report 
presented in the Lok Sabha on 12 
April 1984 said that the CBI had 
“failed to make a significant dent on 
the problem of corruption...tne de- 
^ terrent effect of the CBI has not been 
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Bhindranwale’s. They kept telling 
me that during the interrogation.” 
Jagtar Singh was first arrested on 31 
July 1984 and released a week later 
after being tortured. Mann alleged, 
“The police wanted to kill Jagtar in 
an encounter. This was after 
Operation Bluestar and there was no 
one to listen to us.” On 2 April the 
police rearrested Jagtar Singh. This 
time they did not torture him physi¬ 
cally but, according to the KKU 


felt and in fact corruption has .s 
stantialiy increased.” The report su, 
gested that it should be examined 
whether the CBI at present, has the 
expertise and capacity to tackle the 
present level of corruption. 

According to the CBI diiecior, 
Mohan Katre, the CBI’s role would be 
evolved after a careful scrutiny of 
intelligence agencies in other coun¬ 
tries and the peculiar nature of polic¬ 
ing in India. The CBI (constituted in 
1963 under the Delhi Police Estab¬ 
lishment Act) has powers of jurisdic¬ 
tion concurrent with the state police 
to investigate and prosecute cases of 
corruption. However, the CBI’s acti¬ 
vities are confined to cases involving 
employees of the central government 
and its undertakings and matters of 
interest to the central government. 
Under the existing constitutional 
guidelines it is the responsibility of 
the state governments and state 
police departments to deal with the 
problem of coiri ption in their re¬ 
spective states. I’he CBI has to re¬ 
quest the state police department for 
permission to investigate any case 
beyond its jurisdiction. There have 
been instances when the concurr¬ 
ence for the CBI to investigate cases 
of corruption in some non- 
Coiigress(I) ruled states as in Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka in 1977 have 
been withdrawn, thereby curtailing 
the powers of the CBI to a large 


activist, he was “mentally tortured.” 

The police brutality has left the 
KKU activists angry and resentful. 
The strong feelings against the police 
are apparent. Asked Mann: “Why 
should the police arrest us when 
there is no case against us? Why 
should the police take us into cus¬ 
tody without arrest warrants? Mfhy 
should the police break our limbs 
and jaws when we protest against 
police oppression?” He went on to 
add, “ The police know our policy 
programme well. We are against ter¬ 
rorism. We were against Bhindran- 
wale and we organised demonstra¬ 
tions against him. Even the eminent 
Punjabi playwright Gursharan Singh 
spoke against the Bhindranwale cult 
from our stages. And we have been 
working for Hindu-Sikh unity. “Yet, 
we are suffering at the hands of the 
police.” 

San/Mv Gmut, Amrltaar 


extent. The director pointed out that 
the lack of jurisdiction of the CBI 
while investigating cases concerning 
state governments is one of the im¬ 
pediments in the effective working 
of the organisation. Besides, the 
number of cases being handed over 
to the CBI has risen steadily to about 
1,200 cases a year. While the rate of 
conviction in CBI cases, he said, has 
also risen, the speed at which CBI 
cases are dealt with in the courts has 
slowed down. There were 1,500 CBI 
cases before the courts in 1980 but 
there are 2,200 in 1984. 

CBI officials were silent about 
whether a constitutional amendment 
was in the offing to increase the 
jurisdiction of the CBI for investigat¬ 
ing cases of corruption in all states 
and union territories. It is believed 
that senior constitutional experts 
and the attorney general, K. Para- 
saran, have been approached for 
their views on the subject. The mat¬ 
ter of an expanded role for the CBI 
was also taken up at the three-day 
conference of CBI officials and heads 
of anti-corruption agencies of states 
and union territories held in New 
Delhi from 4 July and addressed by 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. The 
conference was a useful occasion for 
the various state intelligence agen¬ 
cies to discuss the subject of jurisdic¬ 
tion of the CBI in the states and 
union territories and also for the 
examination of the charter of its 
foreign counterparts. The results of 
the conference and the recommenda¬ 
tions of the estimates committee are 
now before the cabinet secretaries 
committee to decide what fresh pow¬ 
ers of jurisdiction the CBI will be 
given. 

RHu Sarin, Raw Dalhf 


INTELLIGENCE 

A New Role for the CBI 


Move to make structural changes in the organisation 
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Editor Under Siege 


Ashwini Minna faces constant threats to his life 


T hree-and-a-half-year-old Aditya 
Minna does not know why he 
feels uneasy without his armed per¬ 
sonal security officer (PSO), Sukhbir 
Singh. When he sees men with guns 
around him, he behaves normally. He 
does not know that his great grand¬ 
father, Lala Jagat Narain, and his 
grandfather, Ramesh Chander, were 
felled by terrorists’ bullets. Nor does 
he know of the constant threat to his 
father, Ashwini Minna. But some¬ 
how, he realises that 
life without guns is un¬ 
safe. Ashwini Minna 
wonders what kind of 
man his son will grow 
up to be. The child does 
not go to school like 
other little boys in the 
colony, he cannot play 
with his friends, or go 
out with his parents, or 
even look out of the 
windows very often. 

Life for Aditya, is a 
closed room with a gun¬ 
man standing guard. 

Ashwini Minna had 
once decided to send 
his son to a nursery 
school. “But my friends 
warned me against tak¬ 
ing such a big risk...as 
two persons.in the fami¬ 
ly have been killed,” he 
says. Aditya stays in¬ 
doors, like his parents 
under heavy guard. In 
the last one year, says 
Minna, he has ventured 
out of the house just 
three or four times. 

Occasionally, he runs to 
the second floor terrace 
for a breath of fresh air. 

That too is considered 
dangerous by the secur¬ 
ity personnel. There 
are houses all around, 
the assassin could be 
hiding anywhere close 

by. __ 

House number BN/39. 

Poorvi Shalimar Bagh, apart from the 
Prime Minister’s house, is the most 
protected private residence in New 
Delhi. Commandos of the Special 
Task Force are on duty round the 
clock. In front of the house sit half a 
dozen armed guards while others 
patrol the road behind the house or 
keep watch from the terrace. There 
are in all 20 of them. Besides, Minna 


has his personal guards. The moment 
anyone enters the lane leading to 
Minna’s house, he is under the 
“range” of automatic weapons and is 
keenly watched. Strangers are often 
turned back. The commandos have 
orders to deal firmly with everyone. 
If there is no prior appointment, one 
may even be told that Ashwini Minna 
does not live there. And if an 
appointment has been made, creden¬ 
tials are checked. “Who are you? 



Ashwini Minna; besieged 


Where have you come from? Why do 
you want to meet Minna saheb?” are 
the usual questions. The questioning 
over, one of the guards goes, over to 
the booth in front of the house and 
checks again on the intercom. If 
there is an appointment, the doors 
are opened, but not before the per¬ 
son has been thoroughly frisked. 
While one commando stands with his 


gun ready, another does the frisk¬ 
ing—right down to the last piece of 
paper in the wallet. Visitors are 
escorted up the stairs that lead to 
Minna’s room. Then another guard, 
waiting above the stairs, takes over. 
On the first floor is Minna’s living 
room, moderate in size and well- 
furnished. From the walls hang 
photographs of Lala Jagat Narain 
and Ramesh Chander. When this 
correspondent met him, Ashwini 
Minna, freshly bathed was relaxing, 
in a white pyjama-kurta. And for the 
first time the gunmen left this corres¬ 
pondent alone. They were back again 
when we left the room. “Uaalat ke 
maare haia, kya kare? (We are vic¬ 
tims of circumstances, what can we 
do?)” he says smiling. 
His father and grand¬ 
father, both editors of 
the Punjab Kesari be¬ 
fore him, were killed by 
terrorists in Punjab for 
the stand the newspap¬ 
er had taken on politics 
in the state. Ashwini 
Minna, though only 27 
years old, took over af¬ 
ter his father’s assas¬ 
sination on 12 May 
1984. The threats began 
coming in soon. “I re¬ 
ceive almost half a 
dozen every day...I 
know some of them are 
fake but many do mean 
business, 1 can make 
out. They killed my 
grandfather and my 
father, they could kill 
me. I have not shifted 
an inch from the stand 
they took.” 

After they killed his 
father last year, a num¬ 
ber of friends and rela¬ 
tives suggested him to 
close down the news¬ 
paper and do some¬ 
thing else. “What is the 
use,” they argued, 
“why jeopardise the 
lives of all the fami¬ 
ly members?” “Lekin 
main geedar kaise ban 
jaata? (But how could I 
become such a co- 

_ ward?)” says Minna. He 

took up the editorship 
of the paper and paid the price he 
knew he would have to. He leads a 
cloistered life, confined to his for¬ 
tress: a husband who cannot take out 
his wife in the evening, a father who 
cannot play with his son, an editor 
who cannot go over to his press. 

Till a few years ago, Ashwini Min¬ 
na wanted to be a professional 
cricketer, and was a promising leg- 
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spin bowler. He then joined the fami¬ 
ly newspaper deciding to be an inves¬ 
tigative reporter. “I was very young 
then, 1 am still young but I have been 
condemned to writing editorials from 
a desk in this house.” Minna edits the 
P^jab Kesari from a small table in 
his bedroom. On it, among files and 
papers, is a writing pad and a pencil. 
On a wall, near the desk hang a rifle, 
a revolver and a carbine that he has 
recently purchased from the United 
States. They are all loaded. “When 
they come for me, and I know they 
will, I will be ready to face them. I 
have seen death, 1 no longer dread 
it.” Just a few days after his father’s 
assassination, an attempt was made 
I on Minna’s life outside his office in 
Jalandhar Had the would-be assas¬ 
sin’s sten gun not been jammed, 
Minna would have been dead. “Do 
you think,” he asks, “1 would have 
taken up the editorship of this paper 
if I was afraid?” He is resigned to 
leading the kind of life that he is. 
Nothing matters, as long as he is 
doing what his predecessors did. 
This, he said, is his only mission in 
life. Minna spoke about how the 
problems in Punjab began and how 
his paper had constantly appealed 
for the timely intervention of New 
Delhi. “But the Congress was playing 
a power game then 1 have seen with 
I my own eyes local Congressmen 
I doing Bhindi an wale’s work, aiding 
him, propping him up against the 
' Akalis. We appealed time and again 
! through our nev/spaper but nobody 
listened.” Within no time, his family 
had got involved in the Punjab prob¬ 
lem The killing of Lala Jagai Narain 
I and Ramesh Chander only pushed 
I the family deeper into the crisis 

* Minna is proud of his family’s 
recent record and his status as the 
only man other than the Prime Minis¬ 
ter to be protected by the Special 
Task Force commandos. Even Buta 
Singh is not so well-guarded. But 
then he never willed it. Minna loves 
driving. “I have a beautiful car but I 
cannot drive it,” he says. Then sud¬ 
denly, flush with excitement, he told 
this correspondent, “You have come, 
let us go nut for a drive. Let us have a 
paan from the market. You are a 
good excuse for me to move out.” The 
security personnel bring out his car; 
one of them, rechecking his guns, 
jumps into the rear seat. The win¬ 
dows are pulled up and off goes 
Minna, happy as a lark, enjoying 
these rare moments. Will life ever 
return to normal for him? “No,” says 
he, “I have to live this way and I 
will.” Back home, on his desk, Minna 
has a poster which says “Don’t 
Quit.” Minna is not likely to . 

Sankanhan Thakur, Naw DaUti 


NEWS 

UTTAR PRADESH 

Uproar Over Urdu 

Controversial statement by minister on language issue 


Ut f Urdu is made the second offi- 
■ dal language (of Uttar Pradesh) 
it will pave the way for another 
partition of the country.” The state¬ 
ment was made by Vasudeo Singh, 
the minister for food and civil sup¬ 
plies of Uttar Pradesh and was pub¬ 
lished by Jansatta, an Indian Express 
publication. The statement contra¬ 
dicts the Congress(I) election man¬ 
ifesto which pledges that Urdu would 
be made the second official language 
and has begun a major controversy in 
the state. 

Vasudeo Singh’s first salvo was 
fired at a meeting of Hindi enthu¬ 
siasts as.sembled to celebrate the 
“Hindi Patrakarita Divas.” He talked 
about “cowardice of the guardians of 
Hindi and the planned aggression” of 
the men of the Urdu Academy and 



Vasudeo Singh: anti-Urdu 


asked the former to curb their 
“aggression.” On another occasion, 
he had suggested that the Urdu 
Academy office-bearears who de¬ 
mand Urdu to be lecogtii.sed as the 
second official language be taken 
round the city on donkeys’ backs 
after blackening their faces. The 
t rade has provoked the Urdu 
Academy executive members includ¬ 
ing Begiim Habibullah, its president 
and Ramlal, its vice-president, to 
send in their resignations to chief 
minister N. D Tiwari, as a protest 
against Vasudeo Singh’s “irresponsi¬ 
ble utterances against the Urdu lan¬ 
guage and the Urdu Academy.” 

The ministers ire against Urdu is 
nothing new. In 1984, when minister 
Ammar Ritvi introduced a bill in the 
House seeking to make Urdu the 
second official language, Vasudeo 


Singh had objected saying that the 
state Assembly was not competent 
enough to legislate on the subject. 
Some other members of the ruling 
party also supponed him and even¬ 
tually the bill was withdrawn. Yet, 
the UP government has promulgated 
four ordinances in the past virtually 
making Urdu the second official lan¬ 
guage. Asked why the government 
did not take a definite decision, a 
senior Congressfl) leader said, “Our 
leaders make adhoc arrangements 
when the matter hots up or tiie 
elections are near, otherwise, must of 
them wish to help it to meet its 
natural death just by default." It 
appears that in the faction-ridden 
Congress(I) party in UP, the Hindi 
fanatics are a major fore and making 
Urdu the second official language 
could lead to more infighting in the 
party. 

In a recent article in the Navbharat 
Times, Vasudeo Singh stated that 
Article 347 of the Constitution which 
provides for the granting of official 
status to another language if the 
President of India “is satisfied that a 
substantial proportion of a popula¬ 
tion of a state desires the use of any 
language chosen by them,” has be¬ 
come obsolete as the President has 
already decided on the issue in 1960 
in favour of Hindi. Evidently, the 
minister is trying to mislead his 
opponents. The Constitution cleatly 
stipulates that this Article would 
become operative “on a demand 
made on that behalf.” It may be 
recalled that it was after 1960 that 
Urdu had been granted the status of 
second official language in Bihar, 
Andhra Pradesh and Himachal 
Pradesh 

Vasudeo Singh’s utterances have 
invited heavy criticism. The National 
Federation of Progressive Writers 
has in a letter to Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi appealed for immedi¬ 
ate steps in UP to defuse the danger¬ 
ous situation created by Vasudeo 
Singh and the acceptance of the just 
demand of the Urdu speaking people 
of the state. They have also deman¬ 
ded the removal of Vasudeo Singh 
from the council of ministers Meet¬ 
ings and signature campaigns in sup- 
j port of Urdu and the removal of the 
minister have begun A delegation of 
Hindi and Urdu writers has also met 
the UP chief minister N. D. Tewari, 
with identical demands. 

Kaiaev Saxana, Maw PaM 
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RAJASTHAN 


Revelry at Public Expense 

Government pays/or bureaucrat s wedding anniversau 


T he chief secretary of Rajasthan 
lavishly celebrated his 25th wed 
ding anniversary on 19 December 
last yeai The expenses which came 
up to at least Rs 60,000 including 
expenses for liquor, food and enter 
tainment were met by the state gov 
ernment The government’s involve 
ment has been, till recently, a well 
kept secret and it was only recently 
and that too by accident that Sunpay 
learnt about the incident It was 
former chief minister of Raiasthan 
Shiv Charan Mathur who had made 
Mr Lai the chief secretary (CS) after 
superseding a number of senior 
bureaucrats What went in his favour 
was the fact that he like Mr Mathur, 
was a kavdsthd 

To make the arrangements for ' 
the wedding anniversary as lavish 
as possible, number of high officials 
and other employees from at least 
half a dozen departments worked 
round the clock for over a week 
under the personal supervision of 
Mr Lai and his wife The whole 
programme was meticulously plan 
ned with the help of officials and 
attention was paid to minute de 
tails such as how the CS and his 
wife would arrive on the scene, 
which officials would wait to greet 
the couple, what tunes would be 
played et' 

Anand Mohan Lai even lost his 
temper when the public works 
department officials expressed their 
inability to lay carpets on the drive 
in inside the CS’s bungalow before 
his wedding anniversary since the 
department’s vans had been sent on 
election duty The chief secretary 
ordered the district returning officer 
and the district magistrate of Jaipur 
to instantly release the vans Subse 
quently four of them were withdrawn 
from election duty and sent back to 
enable the PWD staff to finish their 
work in time 

A meeting of top officials of the 
department of tourism was called by 
the chief secietary to discuss the 
anniversary celebrations The de 
partment was entrusted with the job 
of presenting a special light and 
sound programme for entertainmg 
the guests Some cultural troupes 
were hired for the performance The 
decoration and sitting arrangements 
were entrusted to the PWD and local 
police officials were called in to 
discuss traffic arrangements The 


catering arrangements were handled 
by the state hotel and the excise 
department officials were told to 
provide liquoi lor the guests 
The excise department officials 
had arianged for the liquor including 
imported whisky Though the service 
conduct rules prohibit drinking and 
the serving of liquor by government 
officials, the rule was violated by the 
chief secretary in the presence of the 
state Governor The liquor, con 



Col Bhawani Smgh and his wife 
Mahaiani Padmini 
1 oi the oct asion the department 
of tout ism had arranged a son et 
lumieie depicting laiious styles of 
Rajasthani marriages About 50 
aitists of Natva Niketan enacted 
weddings among the Rajputs, the 
tribals and the Baniyas Marriage 
processions were taken out and 
camels bullock caits horses, palan 
quins for the shows wt re arranged by 
the tourism dcpaitmt nt Dance prog 
rammes reminiscent ot the mujrahs 
in piinteh darban were also per 
formed Tht tourism department 
paid about Rs 25,000 foi these prog 
rammes Besides, it spent Rs 10,000 
on hiring of camels, horses, bullock 
carts, costumes, musicians, a sound 



The chief secretary Anami Mohan Lai (centre) during the party 


sumed by the guests would have cost 
at least Rs 6,000 Mr Lai, despite the 
impending Lok Sabha elections 
spent hours every day, personally 
going over the plans and checking 
the progress of each department Mr 
and Mrs Lai were present at all the 
rehearsals of the special sound and 
light programme at then residence 
held on three consecutne days 
The whole bungalow was lit up on 
the day of the anniveisary The pub 
lie works department had con 
structed a large number of fireplaces 
under the shamiana put up for the 
guests and officials from the state 
tourism, PWD, police, excise water 
works and electricity departments 
attended to the guests About 500 
guests including leading business 
men, industrialists, doctors, lawyers 
and bureaucrats were invited 
Among the guests were the Governor 
O P Mehra and his wife Mrs Satya 
Mehra, the exmaliaraja of Jaipur, 


system and the decorators Even the 
electrician’s bill was paid by the 
tourism department The running 
commentary during the programmes 
was given by the chief secretary 
himself 

The guests were also served the 
choicest food Gaily decorated stalls 
were set up for serving chaats, ice 
creams and hot jaiebii The lavish 
dinner according to one invitee, ould 
have cost at least Rs 50 to 60 per 
person at the state hotel Consider 
mg that 500 guests were invited at 
least Rs 18,()00 must have been 
spent The state hotel not only served 
the food outside the hotel premises 
(a case of violation of the hotel rules) 
but also served it free of cost No bill 
was prepared and no payment was 
made Besides, the chief secretary 
flouted the guest control order which 
prohibits anyone from entertammg 
more than 100 guests at a time. 
MBap Chand Daattta, Jaipur 
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PAKISTAN OCCUPIED KASHMIR 

A Disp uted Election 

Political uncertainty prevails in the area 


A government was formed in the 
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir 
(POK) by the All Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir Muslim Conference (AJKMC) af¬ 
ter elections held there recently. 
However, reports from across the 
border indicate that political uncer¬ 
tainty still prevails in the state. Poli¬ 
tical parties and groups excluding 
the AJKMC have refused to recog¬ 
nise the 15 May elections which, they 
allege, were rigged on a large scale. 
They even claim that the AJKMC 
had made a secret deal with the 
rulers in Muzaffarabad, the capital of 
“Azad Kashmir” and that they would 
rule with directives from “their mas¬ 
ters.” On the eve of the elections, the 
authorities had issued an ordinance 
declaring that a political party would 
forfeit the Assembly seats that it 
would win unless it received at least 
12.5 per cent of the total votes cast, 
with five per cent in each of the six 
electoral districts. This ordinance is 
said to have been to favour the 
AJKMC and was challenged at the 
“Azad Kashmir” High Court by three 
political parties; the Jammu and 
Kashmir Therik-E-Ammal, the Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir Liberation League 
and the Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference. These parties 
had won eight, four and two seats 
respectively in these elections but 
failed to get the required numbei of 
sears to make the mark. 

Unlike in Pakistan, elections in 
POK were held on a party basis but 
the authorities have decreed that all 
political parties would have to be 


registered before contesting the elec¬ 
tions. -Most political parties were 
debarred from contesting when they 
failed to register themselves. 
Although the POK unit of the Pakis¬ 
tan People’s Party and the Jammu 
and Kashmir Plebiscite Front had 
formed a united front with six small 
parties to boycott the 15 May elec¬ 
tions—which, for them was “a fraud 
on the people of Azad Kashmir”— 
and were also joined by Pakistan’s 
Movement for Restoration of Demo¬ 
cracy (MRD), a large number of 
voters turned up on polling day as 
the territory had not seen any elec¬ 
tion for over a decade. 

The ‘’legislative assembly” is a 42 
member house with 40 members 
elected through direct franchise and 
two nominated women members. 28 
members are chosen from the occu¬ 
pied territory excluding digit and 
Scardu which, Islamabad claims, are 
Pakistan’s “northern area”, and the 
remaining twelve are elected by re¬ 
fugees from Jammu and Kashmir 
now settled in various parts of Pakis¬ 
tan. The voting ratio shows that the 
refugees have favoured political par¬ 
ties in these elections. 

The AJKMC has formed a 
government with Sardar Hayat Khan 
who is the party president, as the 
prime minister. It is believed in POK 
political circles that Sardar Abdul 
Qayyum Khan, a patron of AJKMC 
who served the territory as president 
twice, may not join the government 
this time. 

Denial of democratic rights, the 




The Assembly bulMlng in MnzzalTarabad 


growing economic problems of the 
people and of course Kashmiri*'’ 
relationship with India as well as 
Pakistan, dominated the poll scene. 
While the JKLL and its progressive 
allies wanted the present status of 
Kashmir especially the POK- 
Pakistan ties to be reviewed, the 
AJKMC made the “state's accession 
to Pakistan,” its main poll issue. It 
spoke of an “active struggle to seek 
Indian held Kashmir’s liberation.” 
The AMC also spoke of the state’s 
accession to Pakistan but during its 
campaign it also criticised Islamabad 
for eroding POK’s autonomy and 
thrusting stooges upon the people of 
the territory. The leader of the AMC, 
Sultan Mahmood, would declare at 
his election meetings: “Khalistan 
leader Jagjit Singh Chohan is my 
friend. We should help the Sikh-s in 
their struggle for Khalistan.” Howev¬ 
er, because of his half-hearted elec¬ 
tion campaign many have deserted 
him. The AMC could win only two 
seats including that of the Sultan in 
spite of spending huge sums for the 
elections. The JKTAP was mainly 
supported by the community to 
which its leader Brigadier (Retired) 
Muhammad Bhayat Khan, a former 
president of the territory, belongs. 

The POK Interim Constitution Act 
of 1974 also figured during the elec¬ 
tions. The act debars a member from 
becoming a prime minister when he 
fails to uphold the idea of the state’s 
accession to Pakistan. This has been 
widely criticised particularly by the 
JKPF and contrary to the official 
statements, the election scene in 
POK was far from peaceful. 

, Political parties other than 
AJKMC have not accepted the 15 
May election in principle. They all 
agree that the only fair election in 
POK was the one held inl970, which 
was the first direct election in the 
territory since 1947. After the elec¬ 
tions in 1970 Islamabad lost little 
time to oust the duly elected govern¬ 
ment of AJKMC in order to pave the 
way for the then powerful party of 
Pakistan, the Pakistan People’s Par¬ 
ty which eventually took over the 
reins from the AJKMC. The 1975 
elections were held according to the 
wishes of the late Prime Minister 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. His party e .isily 
swept the polls when the AJKM ’ and 
some other parties boycotted it. But 
the victorious party was paid in its 
own coins when its government was 
dismissed two years later, following 
the coup staged by General Zia-ul 
Haq. And now, whether the present 
AJKMC government will be able to 
complete its five-year term or the 
opposition will succeed in its deter¬ 
mination to topple it, has to be seen. 
Yumif Jtamaeb Srinagar 
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BUSINESS 

An Amazing About>faim 


Workers participation brings success to a firm m Rajasthan 


T he chronically sick Jaipur Metals 
and Electricals Ltd (JME), which 
was on the verge of liquidation only a 
year ago is on its way to recovery 
The 1,500 workers threatened with 
unemployment are now poised to 
become the JME’s owners and work 
ers’ participation in management at 
last has been translated into a real 
ity The JME was set up by the house 
of the Kamanis in 1943 to manufac 
ture non ferrous metals and alloys 
and later entered into a collabora 
tion with the Japanese to make elec 
trie power meteis Considered to be 
symbols of precision by the company, 
the meters earned good profits 
After the year 1971 72, however, 
family feuds and mismanagement 
saw losses accumulating to the ex 
tent of Rs 74 lakhs In June 1977, the 
Kamanis proposed the voluntary li 
quidation of the company The share 
holders, however, did not agree and 
instead formed a managing commit 
tee consisting of representatives of 
the state government and other 
financing agencies who had a stake 
in the company The state govern 
ment declared the JME a relief 


undertaking and appointed an IAS 
office! as Its managing directoi In 
the next six years there was little 
improvement and by Januaiy 1984, 
accumulated losses i cached Rs five 
crores besides uncoveied liabilities 
to the extent of Rs 11 3 crores against 
the total share holders’ capital and 
reserves of Rs 1 71 croies Liquida 
tion /ieemed inevitable 
At that time, 1S Kavadia was 
appointed the managing director 
When Kavadia took over, the com 
pany’s finances were in poor shape 
and e\en payment of wages was a big 
problem Bankers were leluctant to 
provide am furthtt assistance, the 
company had lost all the credibility 
in the market and laboui lelations 
were deteriorating I’roduction 
touched the rock bottom level pro 
ducts were reiccied by the buyets 
because of poor quality and because 
supply schedules were not mam 
tamed Kavadia, howevei, took up 
the challenge ‘ I did not want to be 
the author oi the company s liquida 
non,” Kavadia told bi ndas The only 
way out, he felt was dedication and 
hard work by all employees 


Kavadia adopted a novel techni¬ 
que of dealing with the situation 
Before the unions could put demands 
before him, he issued a nine-point 
‘charter of demands’ to the workers 
m December 1983 The move was 
strongly resisted by the workers un¬ 
ion as It envisaged a voluntary wage 
freeze for five years for all em 
ployees, the revision of production 
norms, production-linked wages, 
wage cuts,if production targets were 
not reached, increased working 
hours, a total ban on go slows, 
strikes, provision of overtime and 
other allowances The charter of de 
mands also included 20 per cent 
bonus only in case of profits and that 
too in the form of equity shares in the 
company and retrenchment of super 
annuated and othei surplus staff 
With the unit’s closure almost immi 
nent, the new MD succeeded m per I 
suading the union leaders to agree to ' 
the proposal All workers signed the 
agreement by 11 January ‘985 
In the year ending 31 March 1985, 
the JML produced 5 68 lakh meters, 
an all time tecoid as against the 3 05 
lakh meters in the previous year 
Production figures of other items too 
went up I he total turnovei of Hs 
11 42 crores m 1984 85 was the high 
est recorded by the company As 
against a loss of Rs 1 34 crores in 
1983 84, the company eaincd a profit 
of Rs 90 65 lakhs in 1984 85 and that 
too after providing Rs 11 lakhs as a 
share m piofits for the woikeis 
How do the workers feel about the 
experiment ■’ Leaders from all three 
unions Gordhan Pareek (INTUC), 
Mohanlal Verma (BMS) and Sail 
gram (AITUC) said that there was 
stiff opposition to the management’s 
suggestion initially and senioi union 
leaders were averse to the idea of a 
wage freeze and the ban on strikes 
The idea of workers obtaining shares 
in the company through profit 
sharing was ridiculed as the company 
had accumulated liabilities to the 
extent of Rs 17 crores The union 
leaders, however, said that they 
knew that the workers’ future was 
linked with the company’s welfare. 

As another labour leader said, the 
JME experiment has given birth to a 
new sector in the Indian economy 
the workers’ sector “So far there 
used to be only private, public or 
joint sectors We have now added the 
workers’ sector” The woikers fear 
that the government mav give back 
the company to its original manage¬ 
ment after it fully recovers But 
Kavadia disagrees By the end of the 
current year the workers would have 
secured the largest number of 
shares The decision about the future 
of the company would then be taken 
by the workers themselves 
HUtp ChMtd DutMa, Mpur 


Air Chief Marshal L. M. Katre (1927-1985) 



Air Chief Marshal Laxman M Katre was the second chief of the Indian Airforce to pass 
away in harness (aher Air Marshal Snhroto Mukherjee) when he died of a heart attack 
on the morning of I July He was one of the most outstanding fighter pilots and had 
proved his mettle in the 1965 and 1971 wars with Pakistan Prime Minister Rgiiv 
Gandhi said “ His death leaves a void difllcult to fill ” 
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SPOTLIGHT 




Undaunted Crusader 


USA’s Tribute to the Saint 



President Reagan presenting the medal to Mother Teresa 


S oft-spoken, bearded Dr 
Anil Sadgopal, a docto 
I ate in microbiology from 
California Institute of 
Technology, is a man the 
Madhya Pradesh govern 
ment loves to hate Almost 
a hero in Bhopal, Dr Sad 
gopal has been at the head 
of the campaign launched 
by the Zehnh Gas Kand 
Morcha against the callous 
attitude of the govern 
ment towards the victims 
of the gas leak traged> 
After his education 
abroad Sadgopal loined 
the lata Institute of Fun 
damental Research 
(IIFR) But his craving for 
social work led him to quit 


Dancing to Glory 

A t a glittering ctit 
mon\ on IS June in 
New York dancti Indrani 
Rahman was h()iiciuri.d b\ 
the Association ol Indians 
in America for htr ton 
tribution m the field ol 
art The previous leci 
pients of this awud aic 
the sitar guiu Pandit Ravi 
Shankai and music mats 



Indrani Rahman 


TIFR and set up home in 
Hoshangabad district of 
Madhya Pradesh—also a 
centre for rural education 
called Kishoie Bharati, 
which has become a popu 
lar pi It ( for scientific 
education in the area 
With the ghastly gas leak 
at Bhopal last December, 
Sadgopal found himself in 
the midst jf an agitation 
for the rights of those 
affected Searched, haras 
sed, warned, beaten and 
abused by the police, his 
agitation go^s on He 
would not leave Bhopal— 
not until the demands of 
the morcha have been ful 
filled 


rro Zubin Mthta A lead 
uig exponent of the Bhar 
atanatsam she has been 
performing all over the 
Lnittd Slates and 
teaching tht intri aties of 
the dance ai Haivaid and 
New "Volk Univetsitv Tor 
tht last tew years she has 
also iiet n teaching at luil 
hard school in New Yoik 
the most piestipiiMs per 
foimint, art school in 
Amtrica Needless to say 
htr achievements have 
brought he r manv re 
wards In the Seventies 
John I indsay tht mayor 
of New Voik had pie 
scnied hti with tht ktv to 
the citv I he public will 
ge 1 1 ^,limpst of het mud 
ras at the I estiyal of India 
where she is sthedultd to 
ptrtorm with hei daughter 
Sukanya 


T he “Saint of the gut 
ter, ’ as US President 
Ronald Reagan calls 
Mother Teresa, received 
the highest civilian award 
of the USA, the Presi 
dent’s Medal of Freedom, 
on 20 Tune for her work 
among the poor and desti 


Chipko in Mexico 

T he Chipko movement 
of India recently 
reached the distant lands 
ot Mexico through a spe 
tial invitee Sundarlal 
Bahuguna, who was m the 
Indian delegation which 
participated in the World 
I Ol estry Congress held in 
that country The austere 
team of renowned fores 
rers and environmentalists 
who participated in the 
Congress must have been 
surprised to find in their 
midst, the revolutionary 


tutes of Calcutta The US 
President had a light 
hearted comment to make 
while presenting the 
award at the White House 
Rose Garden—that the 
Nobel prize winner melt 
the medal to raise funds to 
h e 1 p t h e pooi 


and unconventional en 
vironmentalist of the mod 
ern age, popularly known 
as “Mr Chipko ’’ Bahuguna 
went to Mexico armed 
with his unique thesis on 
forestry the thiee “Ps” 
responsible for the des 
truction of precious 
foiests were paddy, pulp 
and plywood, while his 
alternate concept for the 
development of trees were 
the three “As" —austei 
ity, alternatives and 
afforestation 


Looking for 
a Double 

T he competition is 
tough but popular TV 
hostess fWhats tht good 
wordu Sabira Merchant 
hopes to get tht role of a 
lifetime—that ot Mrs In 
dira Gandhi in a film being 
made by I rench producer 
Judith de Paul, who has 
just completed a film on 
Lord Mount batten 
According to Ms Mtr 
chant, de Paul who 
admired the former Indian 



Sabira Merchant as Indira Gandhi 


Prime Minister, decided to 
make a film on her after 
the assassination And 
among those being const 
dered to play the lead role 
IS the petite Sabira Mei 
chant In order to streng 
then her case, the aspiring 
actress applied some light 
make, dyed her hair to 
resemble Indira Gandhi, 
had a video recording 
done, and—packed it off 
to the producer along with 
her bio data Ms Merchant 
hopes she will get the role, 
especially since the pro 
ducer is not looking for an 
established Indian actress 
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T h»“ f)(>pul<ii BH( IV 
s< ries Vt's Mtnistvi 
discoDttnutd ()V DookIji 
shan last V( ai on tl.c 
Kiotind that its xiewership 
wasn’t laiRt c iKuii’h is now 
heinK tianslatt d into - 
hold voiii Ixreaih—Uidu 
BBC radio hops s that this 
will pain inillioris of more 
fansfoi the progiammc 
no 1 It will bt broadcast 
on their world set vice, 
listeners in India, Pakistan 
and Bangladesh tan tune 
tn later this month So Sir 
Humpherv Appleby that 
unflappable peimaneni 
under seeretary to minis 
ter Iim Hacker will no 
longer be heard say mg 
‘Yes, Minister ’ What will 
It be instead—Ba/aa 
h fhad'^ 

M ost people agree that 
Banistei Vinod is a 
definite impi ovement on 
the idiotie Apradhi KaurP 
Pheit's a genetal tonsen 
sus that Pai ikshat Sahni 
suits the thai at teroi the 
suave uibane slick 
hailed, dinner laeket clad 
pipe smoking hamster to 
a I This could be a good 
break tor Parikshat, who 
(unlike his illustrious 
fathci Balrailwas never 
able to make the grade in 
Hindi films If Parikshat 
clicks as the Indian toun 
terpart of Pen y Mason 
Hindi cinema is sure to 
give him the same warm 
welcome they provided to 
Swaioop Sampat and Shafi 
Inamdar 




S waioop and Shaft fans 
will bt delighted to 
know that the two slats 
who raised Ye/i /o Hat 
Zindagj to du/v heights of 
popularity willbtietuin 
ingtothc stiialloi the last 
tewipisodes Yes thi 
long I unniiig Mh fo Hat 
jiindaffi IS tmallv being 
teiminated The t nd date 
IS said to be some time in 
October and the producers 
haye managed to persuadi 
Shafi and Swaroop to 
spaie time fiom their f ilmi 
schedules and grate the 
linal few episodes with 
I ben pieseiicc 

G ood news toi jaz/ en 
thusiasts and Hindi 
film haters Ifyoucnioy 
lar/ and loathe the Sunday 
film tune in next Sunday 
at 7 lO pm and tieat voui 
self to a melodious session 
consisting ol choice le 
cordings of last year s /aa? 
Yana inteispeised with 
music from Pop in (a i 
many highly letom 
mended for western music 
buffs 

S ai Paianipyc didn’t 
create much of an im 
pact as a direttoi with her 
debut making f V serial. 
Ados Pados Nobody was 
very impi essed oi en 

tei tamed, and the senal 
looks as though it’s going 
to fold any day now But 
the indomitable Sai is 
alieady busy with plans 
for hei next comedy serial, 
to be called Dadagini, 
which deals with the hila 
nous antics of a couple of 
grandparents and then 
grand daughter, to be 
played by none othei than 
Sal's daughter Winnie 

W ith SCI lals getting in 
creasingly popular, 
every second peison these 
days seems to be directing 
one Avesha Sayani, who 
once made a childien’s fe 
atui e film (Hungama Bom 


Swaroop Sampat 

ba\ hhnk isnowiniht ' 
pi oil ss of dll ct ting a se 
ihilfoi Doordaishan So is 
Silt khai Kapooi who 
nitulc mo\ It s like ^fasoom 
Asfoi commentatoi Pia 
tapShdima ht s gone ont 
step 1 HI t hei by dii c c t ing a 
TV serial for BBC T\ s 
Channel 4 



Sai Parapjpye 


D ooid u stiaii lias tin ilK 
1 1 ilisi d tliat It net (Is 
to pi ps up ns tl Olid til 
Spoitpiogi unmi on Sun 
days It has bt gun by in 
Tioducing a l)tlhi bd,td 
paiul ot t \|)cit to add 
dulht iitit ity to ihi inog 
raninii 1 ot ihi lirst time 
’•ooidaishan isoptnly 
wooing sponsors to tmaiice 
Woildol Spoil It tiu y 
succeed VIC wt is (an anti 
cipaic exc iimg spoils 
coy el age 

W hy dot s Dot.rdcU shan 
peisist in sett ening 
tepid uninspiring piog 
lammeshkt Let sTatt It 
(second channel D 1 he last 
discussion shown on this 
piogiamme ABiiathin 
Bombas dioned t ndlessly 
about industiial pollution 
carbon monoxide fiom 
slums, etc , but Ciirelully 
ay ended piuviding any 
constiuctiye suggestions 
oi dlteinatiyes Dooidai 
shan has a happy knack of 
tuiningeyer lelevant con 
temporal y ui ban issues 
into bonng stuff 
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VARIETY/Science 


Obesity: A Health Hazard 

A mong the Moors of 
Mauritdnid and north 
ei n Mdh, a man s import 
ante is medsuied bv the ^ 
waistline of his wife, and 
bedufv IS pioportional to 
weight Ihus in the Ncma / 

Valley of soulhttu Maun ,*5 {? 

tdnid foiceletding ten -A 

ties were set up to mctt - 

the demand toi obese marrngeable girls World Health, 
a magazine published by the WHO, draws attention to 
the hazard' of these customs In western '•ountnes, gross 
obesiis has been known to cause hypoxia from sudden 
lespiiatoty failute But gteatei damage sterns from the 
chronic ill health caused by hspeitension, cardiovascu 
Idi diaases diabetes, gall bladdei diseases varicose 
still' colonic troubles and arthritis, which may be a 
itsiili of obesitv Iht v< ly fat like the very thin women 
have jiroblc ms with hoimone balance which can result in 
hii Slit ism and mtnstiual iriegulaiities These changes 
may account foi the increased incidence of cancer of the 
bi ( ast and utc t us 


Problematic Habit 

A iepoit in tlu foiiinal >1 r/ic Ametican Medical 
tssociatio/i indiiaics tliai smoking is one of the 
causes of lelatisc inlettilits \ study on the relationship 
between sinoKing and (onctpiion in 700 women has 
shown a clcai link between the two The report said that 
th per tint ot women who wt ic non smokeis conceived 
as soon as they stopticd using contiateptives while the 
figure toi smokers was per ci iit In any cycle, smoking 
lecluced the chances ol conception by approximately a 
thud The dillicults in tonteiviiig was related to the 
number of cigaiettes smoked 

Jogging: Computer Style 


A didas has tome up 
with the Micropact 1 — 


with the Micropact 1 — / 

jogging shoes foi men with ^ 

a computet attached to the 

tongue of the left shoe and T'VJ 

a prut tag of $12S The 

computer looks like a J 

digital stopwatch and is 
connected by a wire to a 

sensor in the sole ot the- 

shoe under the big toe Before jogging, a runner enters 
his stride length which is lecoided along with his weight 
by pressing two buttons on the computer The computei 
then records eveiy stride Later, the jogger can check 
how far he has lun, how long it ha> taken him, h s 
average speed and how many calories he has used up 
Another computerised shoe by Puma, will be available 
later this year for $200 It includes a diic for an Apple II 
or Commodore 64 and a cable to connect the tiny 
computer in the shoe to a larger computer with the d isc 
in It After a run, one end of the cable is plugged into an 
outlet on the back of the right shoe and ’he other end is 
connected to the computer The big computer then 
drains information from the little computer and plots 
distance, time and speed on a graph 


Tests for Tasty Tomatoes 

T he flavour of the toma 

to differs from one x" 

variety to anothei and de ^ 
pends on its ripeness But • 

Deborah Wright and ( ^ 

Natholyn Harris ot 1 lorida V J 

Slate University, USA, 
think that large amounts 
of feitilisei might be re 

sponsible foi the tomato’s-—- 

increasing blandness They designed an expeiiment in 
which tomatoes were grown under three sets of condi 
tions One group of plants leceivcd a relatively modest 
ration of fertilisers per week (100 pound per acre 
nitrogen, 160 pound per acre potassium), the second was 
given double that amount and the third received a triple 
dose The scientists traint d 16 volunteers to monitoi 
taste Tomatoes growm in the first set ot conditions were 
highly rated while those grown with medium and he . vy 
doses of fertilisers teceivea low marks Which chemicals 
help tasie buds to identify the flavoui of the tomatoes'* It 
IS often said that citric and malic acids ati. vital factors 
and so is sugar However the scientists are sceptical of 
this viewpoint because the levels of sugar and acids in 
the tomatoes rose with the increasing doses of feitiliseis, 
whereas flavoui declined 

Towards Better Information 

R eseaiiheis at the Rhode Island USA have found 
that volunteers scoied sev'en per tent lower on 
reading comprehension tests that weie piesented on 
computei screens as opposed to printed tests Ihe study 
found that those who took the test understood both 
I versions Fiank A ileppnei a piofessor of zoology, said 
he undetiook the stud> because he was tonceined that 
1 computerising information may dramatically i educe the 
1 amount ot information people can read fightyfive 
I volunteeis took a standaidised reading test hall of 
‘ which was m print and the test on a computer The 
I aveiagfc reader scored seven pei cent lower on the 
computerised version and people who weie unfamiliar 
with computers scoi ed an average of 23 per cent lower 

I Honey: The Boon for Babies 


H oney may be the best 
antidote foi babies 


■ ■antidote foi babies J* 

wit) have seveie di JL 

ai’lioea which can be a 

killer particulaiiy foi chil 

dien who aie mal 

nourished But the deaths 

are not caused dllectlv bv It 

bacteiia which lead to di 

arrhora It is the massive- 

loss ol bodv fluids and essential sugais and nuttients 
from the stomach that weakens childien A study tiom 
Durban, South Africa published in Biittsh Medical 
Journal, has shown that honey is more effective in 
treating diairhoea Pait of the success is because honey 
actually kills bacteiia it also contains sodium and 
potassium, essential minerals for keeping babies alive 
Caie must be taken to see that the honey solution 
contains sufficient quantities ol these minerals 
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SCIENCE 


Headache ? 


Hormone to the Rescue 



O ne of the.tomplex mole 
cules in the brain belong 


\#cules in the brain belong 
mg to the family of chemical 
mes&engers may help wean 
drug addicts away fiom he 
roin The substance IS adieno 
corticoti ophic hoimone 
'ACTHl Laboratory tests 
showed that injections of cn 
dorphin (a hormone .occui 
ring naturally in the brain) pioduced a state of drug 
dependence as acute as that of morphine but when the 
same substance synthesised naturally in the body, it did 
not cause ans damage The research into ACTH.which is 
being led by Dr Colin Hendne of Bradford Uniyersity, 
has shown many alterations in behayioui that are in 
direct contrast to the pain killing endoiphins AC 111 
stimulates sexual behayioui and heightens awareness 
whereas endorphin is a powerful analgesic When drug 
addicts stop raking heroin the opiate leyel in the biain 
falls but ACTH remains high And it is those high levels 
of ACT H that cause the super sensitiyity to pain ciamps, 
tremors and sweating Dr Hendne also belieyes that 
withdrawal symptoms aie prolonged because high 
AC TH leyels inhibit pioduction of natural opiates which 
would sedate the system and alleyiatt the symptoms 
Help may be at hand by using the drug Naloxane to 
combat the opiate problem 


Combating Malaria 

T he answer has been found to a question that was 

asked for at least SO years we now know that the tmv 
parasite that causes human malaria has stycn thioino 
somes in its single cell The same tcch 

niqut is now being applied to othei parasites and is 
expected to lead to new ideas on conqueiing some of the 
woist diseases in the world 

In some parts of the woild, the malaiia paiasite is also 
known to haye deyeloped lesistance to diugs that used 
to kill It Though there is still no way to predict the 
stirc ad of drug lesistarice it is said that the dtv elopmtiu 
ot the tiait can be attributed to a paiiiculai chiomo 
some It can then bt isolated and csptiimcnted 
upon to trace the gene which is involved and to studs 
how resistance can be controlled In fact an Austialian 
group ol scientists have been able to detcimint on which 
of the seven chromosomes are located the genes ten tour 
diffeient piotcms that might be the basis of the vac 




The one solution 

AHACIN 

Trust its 

extra pain raiiaving power. 

Anacin contains more of the pain reliever 
doctors the world over recommend. 

Effective for the aches and pains of colds 
and fiu, headache, toothache, backache 
and muscular patn 


Quinua: The High-protein Grain 

A high protein giain cultivated for centuries by Inca 
tubes in the Andes could help solve hunger prob 
lems in Third World countries, according to a US group 
that IS marketing it A recent study by Texas A&M 
University said, quinua was “about 18 per cent high 
quality protein” and “superior in food value to most 
other grains in the world ” Wheal contains 11 per cent 
protein and com 3 5 pei cent “Quinua can be grown in 
places with extiemely poor soil and where malnutrition is 
lampanf 


Trust only Anacir 

Now In a protocthro 
foil pack. 



Strong nncl rrii'^tcd 




India’s No. 1. pain reliever. 


' Licensed user of T M Geoffrey Manners & Co Ltd 
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VARIETY/Sundayweek 


BEGINNING 14 JULY 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


ABIES (15 April—14 May) 

Businessmen should pro- 
m investments 

as new opportunities open 
ilwvrSi up this week Professionals 
are advised to maintain good relations with 
their seniors Students will be successful in 
examinations However do not indulge in 
speculation A favourable week for ro 
mance and your family life will be peaceful 
A pleasure trip is in the offing 
Good datot 15 16 and 17 
Lucky numbers 3 4 and 5 
Favourable direction South 


LEO (15 August—14 Septem- 
3?'^ ber) Financially this is a good 
1^51 ^ week for you Deal diplomati 
^ cally with friends and col 
leagues and do not enter into 
unnecessary arguments This is a favour 
able phase for artists and sportsmen Lov 
ers will also find this a lucky time However 
do not involve yourself in legal matters A 
letter will bring unexpected good tidings 
towards the end of the week 
Good dates 14 1/ and 19 
Lucky numbers 3 6 and 9 
Favourabie direction North 


SAGiTTARIUS (16 Oecombor— 
January) This week the 
domestic front will remain 
calm but avoid arguments 
with elders in the family 
Businessmen should not hesitate to take 
risks The stars shine brightly on all finan¬ 
cial deals finalised during this period Lov¬ 
ers can go ahead with their marriage plans 
this week Tnose above the age of 50 
should be careful about their health 
Good dates 16 19 and 20 
Lucky numbers 2 3 and 7 
Favourable direction South east 


TAURUS (15 May—14 Juna) 

The domestic front will re 
mam peaceful this week 
Those in love and intending 
to get married should not 
take impulsive decisions Your health will 
add to your worries The weekend will 
entail a good deal of expenditure but curb 
extravagance The period is good for 
businessmen Avoid pleasure trips this 
week and do not waste time on socialising 
Good dates 14 16 and 18 
Lucky numbers 7 8 and 9 
Favourable direction North 


VIRGO (15 September—14 

Doctors and politi 
X j nans will find this period 
fsvourable Servicemen may 
aSsL/oJ come in 'or severe criticism 
from the r employers Some of you may 
inherit properly but do not be extravagant 
At homf* youi ch Idien will do well in their 
examination'^ 1-y and avoid legal problems 
during Ihn phase But lovers wi'l find this 
period favourable 
Good dates 15 le and 20 
Lucky numbers 2 4 md B 
Favourable direction West 


CAPRICORN (15 January—14 ' 

a I ^®*’™®®T) a week of mixed 

\ ^ lohunes les ahead of you 
domestic front will c>^n 
tinue to bother you Friends 
and relatives will be working to emba i^’ s I 
you On the professional front you may 
come in for severe criticism from your 
employers However this is a good time to 
get married Some of you may gam 'ub 
stantial money 
Good dates 15 17 and 18 
Lucky numbers 7 8 and 9 
Favourable direction North 


GEMINI (15 June—14 July) 

(&!■*■ F rofossionals are advised to 

I w \ XI be more diligent regarding 
I ^ home a mem 

ber of your family may sud 
denly tall sick You will have to borrow 
money to tide over this lean period 
j However this is a favourable period for 
those in love and wailing to get married A 
lourney awaits you at the weekend But rio 
not neglect your health 
' Good dates 18 19 and 20 
Lucky numbers 2 3 and 4 
Favuurable direction Cast 


H LIBRA (IS October—14 
November) Ttns s an excel 
lent week and you w II prog 
ress on all fronts Tnose in 
the public sector will earn the 
praise of their employers Those unem 
ployed may find |Obs during this period 
businessmen w II get oppor' jnities to ex 
pand lh( ir business This phase is also 
good for lovers Some of you will inherit 
property 

Good dates 17 18 and 19 
Lucky numbers 3 / and 8 
Favourable direction Nnrtfi 


AQUARIUS (15 February—14 | 
' March) The financial frent i 

looks inspiring but avoid ex 
iravagance Lovers will make i 
■Sana-iSJ steady progress You may 
suddenly fall sick this week Social en | 
gagements will keep you busy but do not 
overstrain yourself This s partuularly a 
successful week for sportsmen Business 
men and politicians should utilise this 
favourable period to the utmost 
Good dates 14 17 and 18 I 

Lucky numbers 2 3 and 8 
Favourable direction South west 


CANCER (IS July—14 August) 

gynCTM] This IS a favourable week for 
those involved in creative 
work Your financial pros 
pects look bright The home 
front will remain peaceful and your children 
will be a source of joy Authors may expect 
a rewarding week A fortunate time tor 
those in love A number of meetings and 
outings are forecast But do not neglect 
your health and avoid spicy food 
Good datoi 16 18 and 20 
Lucky numbnn 1 5 and 7 
Favourablo diroction South west 


a SCORPIO (15 November—14 
December) This is an excep 
tonally favourable week for 
businessmen and profes 
sionals This is also the ideal 
time to get mimed C re'’t e artists and 
sportsmen will bene* t *r( i this lucky 
phase Investments riade during this 
period will fetcti rich dividends However 
this IS not a good per od for politicians and 
those in love 

Good dates 14 > and 18 
Lucky numbers i and 6 
Favourable direction Noith east 


PISCES (15 Marcb—14 April) 

week ahead is extremely 
lucky tor those in love and 
L‘ intending to gel married 

Pleasant surprises are in 
store foi students Your financial prospects 
look bright Professionals and business 
men will find the go ng smooth However 
the domest c front o I kely to bother you 
Keep a vigilant eye on 'our health and diet 
and avoid undertaking journeys 
Good dates 15 t6 and 19 
Lucky numbers 1 6 and 8 
Favourable direclion West 


For those born between IS July and 14 August 

You are of shy and modest disposition Though outwardly me-'k you possess tremendous self confidence Those born during this 
period have a strong will of their own and cannot be easily swayed by the opin ons of others I eadership quality is inherent in you 
Emotional by nature you tend to be extra sensitive to things happening around you You are meticulous in all your actions and 
always strive towards perfection Most of you are very m erested in business matters Women born during this period make 
^ exceptionally good cooks 
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VARIETY 


This India 



DELHI Prime Minister Rajiv Gan 
dhi’s entourage on his recent visit to 
Frame besides the members of his 
family and officials included a bear 
(Munna) two monkevs and 26 (ournal 
ists All the 29 members beai and 
monkeys included, had the stamp of 
(ouinalist’ on their passports m the 
professional column—The Hindustan 
Times (Satya Swaioop Dutt, lam 
shedpui) 

SURAT Nanubhai Umrabhai is a 
name that has the rightful claim to be 
on the Guinness Book of Records he 
has managed to be absent from his job 
for 858 days and still keeps the job 
Nanubhai was, nay, is a “bedlar” at a 
swimming pool managed by the Surat 
Municipal Corporation After he left 
the pool on 20 April 1978 he returned 
to work only on 30 June 1980 During 
this period he had reportedly gone 
abroad, worked there and made a 
fortune, before, for some unknown 
reason, he decided to return to his old 
job As suddenly and unceremoniously 
as he had left the swimming pool ovei 
26 months ago, he walked in on 1 July 
1980 After another five years, the 
question of formally granting his leave 
for the 858 days came up before the 
board of the civic body recently With 
out much debate, the board sanctioned 
him 177 days’ leave with pay and 681 
days’ leave without pay But this made 
little difference as Nanubhai had 
alieadv drawn his salary for the 858 
days —Indian Express (Visalam R 
Knshnan New Delhi) 

Calcutta Police officers on duty at 
the tential gate of Writers’ Buildings 
had a taste of the Empire nostalgia 
when on 27 June they took great pains 
to keep a young British tourist away 


from the secretariat According to one 
of the officers, the man sought to enter 
the secretariat but he had no pass 
When told that he could not enter the 
building, as it was a “protected place,” 
the tourist, who declared himself to be 
a Britisher, snapped, “But this was 
built by my forefathers ” However, he 
bad to leave disappointed as the offic 
ers did not give in, pointing out that 
the statute book had nothing to say on 
his claim —The Statesman (Arun Gup 
ta, Calcutta) 

BOMBAY Bombay university is in a 
quandary following the discoveiv that 
the dean of the faculty of arts and 
director of correspondence courses 
Prof Hemant Wagh, has appeared for 
an examination conducted by his own 
department Pro! Wagh, who is also a 
member of the executive and 
academic councils ol the univeisitv 
appeared foi the diploma in highci 
education conducted by the depai t 
ment of correspondence couises 
According to universitv souices Prof 
Wagh should have lesigntd as dean 
‘•ince in that capecitv he was a mtm 
her of a committee whi,.h recommends 
the appointments of examine!s toi 
university examinations —Hit limes 
of India (B B L Shaima New Delhi) 

KOTTAYAM What is voui name’ 
“Anumon,” says the cat It doesn t 
mew but says it clearlv in Malavalam 
it speaks only when its owner Sujatha 
a pre degree student, talks to it There 
IS yet another condition it won’t speak 
it anyone stands in front of it I isten 
ers have to stand behind it for the cat 
to utter these precious few words 
Umma (kiss) Amma (mother) 
Ammamma (grandmother) Aana 
(elephant) It also speaks one tnglish 
word Good morning The cat tuined 
into a wonder six months ago One dav 
Sujatha kissed it casually and said 
“Umma” and the ca^ echoed it Su 
jatha began to train it and it picked up 
more woi ds in six months — Indi an 
Expiess (I Ezekiel Madras) 

BFLLARY Can a SSLC passed ctitifi 
cate holder in diama teach Kannada lo 
ninth standard students^ The authoi 
ities of the Government Giils’ lunioi 
College seem to think so Following 
the transfer of then legulai Kannada 
teachei, they entrusted the task of 
teaching Kannada to ninth standaid 
students in all the sections to the 
drama teacher The decision was espe 
cially sutpiising as the teachei had 
never taught anv subject eailiei even 
to piimaiy school students — Indi 
an Expiess (I Ravishankai. Banga 
lore) 


Without Comment 


1 am young and I can wait— 
Farooq Abdullah on his leturn 
ing to powei in The Heiald Re 
view 

Our paper tigers can roar but 
cannot win elections—Ashoke 
Sen referring to Congress!I) 
leaders having given nominations 
to anti social elements foi the 
Calcutta Corporation elections in 
The Statesm in 

Only responsible people can 
make responsible statements— 
Pianab Mukhtiicc when asxed 
about Ashoke Sens allegation 
that wiong nominations tor the 
Calcutta Coipoiatioii cltctioiis 
had affected the Conguss(I) pei 
foimanct in Indi in L'ptess 

A Sikh does not e( mmit aiiocines 
against invonc Bur iieithfci dots 
he bi-ai atioiirns Chiian t 
Singh \IssF liadti in 1 he It < 
tiraph 

Accidents don t vvouv us Ihev 
set us thinking—C ajii KM Bala 
subramaniani one of iht senior 
most Air India pilots, in Ihe Sun 
das Observe/ 



It Was a bad dav at the office— 
Jimmy Connois aftei losing to 
Kevin Cuiitn in the Wimbledon 
semi finals 

1 felt old out theie todav 1 kept 
hoping bed bieak Ins ankle— 
John McLnioe on being defeated 
bv Kevin ( uiien in the Wimble 
don quaitci finals in The Tele 
maph 

Mv gicatest asset is that 1 don t 
think—Clint Fastwood in Lite 
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Symmetry is a concept widely misundtr 
stood in chess The idea that if Black a id 
White copy or virtually ropy each other s 
moves nothing much is going to happen is 
plausible but wrong 

Many positions which are optically 
almost identical for both sides conceal a 
very tenuous state of equilibrium As with 
the elongated beanstalk carried by high 
wire artistes the fact that both halves look 
the same does not irr ply any great stability 
within the system 

The dangers lurking near symmetrical 
positions are illustrated very well by thr 
following game from a rerant to jrnament 
in Yugoslavia 

White B Ivkov Black Z llir Wti 

Opening 

1 N-KB3 P-OB4 2 P-B4 N-KB3 

3 N-B3 P-ON3 4 P-KN3 B-N2 

5 B-N2 P-N3 6 P-N3 B-N27 

Already missing the subtleties ol the 
position The trick 6 P Q4 7 PkP B N2 


vA RirrY 

Cm ss 



llic 

(Black) 


Ivkov 
(White) 
to move 


was discovered by Korchnoi some years 
ago 

7 B-N2 0-0 8 0-0 N-R3 

It IS well known that 8 N-B3 9 P-Q4 
doe~ lot allow Black to equalise 

9 P-Q4 N K57I 

A dubious experiment 9 P-Q4 being 
accepted as best 



10 0-81 P-K3 118-01 0-K2 

It appears surprising but maybe Black is 
already lost 

12 NxN BxN 13 PxP NxP 

14 BxB KxB 15 P-ON4 hMI3 

DIAGRAM 

16N-KS BxB 17RxP O-BS 

A fruitless adventure but 17 QxP 18 
R-N1 Q-B4 19 Q-B3 K-N1 20 R-N5 Q-B1 
21 N-N41 1 $ disastrous 

18N-N4 0-B4 19N-K3 0-K5 

20QB3- K-N1 21P-B3' 

Stronger than 21 NxB QxKP White uses 
the tempo saved as a springboard to 
launch a decisive attack 

21 BxP 22 PxB QxKBP 

23 R-KB1 0-KS 24 R-Q4 Q-K4 

25 N-N4 0-N2 26 N-86i K-Rl 

27 R-fl4 P-R3 28 P-N4 P-KN4 

29 R-R5 QR-Q1 30 Q-R3 Resigns 

MICHAEL STEAN 


BkiixiI 


Hands trjrr the f a of he womens 
Olymp ad w ll have been report.,d at 
length ntheitrcr naga? ne^ so w II ^ay 
only that the Ub brat Bi la a lost 
match wh ch many th nk Ine 8 t s i were 
unlucky to lose 1hi d*a hek v\ was 
I played in an early oundhetwie Anrttca 
I and Poland 


Dealer South N Sve re ibt 

♦ 04v 

♦ ) 4 8 

♦ A K642 
J|SQ6 


♦ J 10 
8PQ 10 6 

♦ Q 7 5 

♦ A J 105 


N 

W E 
S 


♦ K 7 6 5 

9P ; r 

♦ ) 8 3 
+ K 8 3 2 


♦ AQ83 
4PAK43? 

♦ 10 9 

♦ 97 



The Polish North South pair bid swiftly 
to Four Hearts and Gail Moss led the jack 
of spades which went to the declarer s 
queen South played ace and king of 
o amends ruffed a diamond and led a low 
I eart West gave this a look then played 
low According to her own admission she 
felt a little foolish when dummy s jack 
held but observe the res ilt South led a 
w nning diamond from dummy East 
'ufted and South discarded a club The 
defence can prevail at once if West throws 
a ^pade but in fact she signalled in clubs 
After ru*f ng me second ciub and drawing 
trumps South had to lose two more tricks 
Obviously if West takes the queen of 


hearts when offered South will make ten 
tricks with four hearts four diamonds and 
two spades 

At the other table the bidding was 


South North 

Rsdin Wei 

34k 44P 

No 

Kathie Wei s choice of One Spade is a 
Chinese puz 2 'e to me 
Judy Radin showed what had been 
wrong with the declarer s play at the other 
table by winning the spade lead taking 
three rounds of diamondk then playing 
ace and another heart West could make 
the queen of hearts and two clubs but that 
was all 


TERENCE REESE 


QUESTIONS 

1 What IS an astrolabe'^ 

2 Name the grey substance from the 
intestine of the sperm whale which is 
used in the manufacture of perfumes'’ 

3 William Tel' is a folk hero in which 
European country"’ 

4 What IS a blue peter’ 

b Where is (hr temple c‘ the tooth 
located’ 

6 What IS the yellow transparent and 
fossilised remnant of the gum and resin 
of ancient pine trees called'’ 

7 Which country consists of North 
Island and South Island and is called the 
Britain of the South’ 

8 Which island did the Vikings call 
Vinland'7 

9 He was known as Sandrokottas to 
the Greeks What do Indians call him'’ 
10 In drama what is papering the 
house’ 


Ol'i/ 

11 Who said Beauty is sin deep’ 

12 The role of Chauncey Gardener in 
the film Being There was the last screen 
performance by a noted film actor Name 
him 

13 In test cricket only one bowler has 
taken five wickets in an n ngs 25 times 
Who’ 

14 How IS Catherine Mary Helman better 
known as’ 

15 The Contras a guerrilla group in 
South Amen a operate in which 
country’ 

16 In which city in France is the Airbus 
manufactured ’ 

17 In the Mahabharata who was the 
charioteer of Judhishtir’ 

18 What IS acarology’ 


eoi| jo Apms eiji 81. 
euesPipuj 11 
esnoinojL 91 


enOBjeoifij gj. 
ugag epeg t-j. 
ujBujog uei et 
sjejieg ieiag jj. 
ejpeg jned uaar u 
esnog 

Aiduju ub dn 114 oj sje))Oij eejj 6 uiaio 01 
B/UnBy^ BidnSejpuBgo 6 

epeueo ui pueipunopMety 8 

puB|es2 MSN I 

jeqiuv 9 

eijUBT ug Apusy u| g 
|iBs las 0) jnoqB 
' 1 )i ueg/w digs e Aq pai&iog si )| ejiueo 
eg) ui ejenbs e)igm e g)iM\ Beg enjq y p 
pUB|J8Z)IMg c 
suSiSquiy z 
lUBixes 

eg) Aq pape|dej uaaq mou SBg )nq q g 
OOZ UI sxe.^ 1 eg' Aq paiuOAui sbm goigM 
uogeOiABu ui pesn )ueujnj)sui uy (. 

SUiMSNV 
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TEASERS 


BY SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Figure it Out 



Word Power 

A colourful display' But, to see the colours, you must 
remove one letter from each word and rearrange the 
letters to get the name of a colour For example, remove 
W from WANT, rearrange ANT and you get TAN 

1 WANT 

2 SCARLET 

3 CHROMF 

4 GROANED 

5 DIRE 

6 RANGY 

7 BULGE 

8 WITHER 

9 VIOLATE 

10 GENDER 

11 GALLIC 

12 SCORE 


Good heavens' Look at all these obiects circling the 
planet earth Each suggests the name of a celestial body 
Can you identify all the celestial bodies they repre 
sent’ 




'Ihis word ma?e will contain 12 words when completed, 
one lettei per space, reading in either clockwise or 
anti ilorkwise direction The clues to the words are 
giv'^n below 

1 Four store 

2 She gets in smothered with love 

3 Disturbed, try ram 

4 The computei number system 

I Not smaller 

6 Ginger turns black 

7 Decoiation from horn at exhibition 

8 It blazes through the skies 

9 Has met around by London 

10 A breed of dogs lor tales 

II Revolve ftom a mingv late 
12 The day or the yeat befote 


I rom 2 to 1 is not a long wav' On this number cube, 
though. It IS a diffeient matter OuiZZbiZZ 

Start at the arrow, 2, and get to 1 in the centre, by ^ 
moving vertically and hon/ontally and over the faces. The smallest frees in the wot Id, dwait willows, in the 
and only from odd to even numbered squares, and vice Greenland’s tundra, grow to a height of 
versa No diagonal moves allowed' al 10 cm 2) 1 metre 3) 5 cm 4) 50 cm 
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ttaslrs 



1 sin>, onK t^^o straight linrs maKt a thiu' a-iow 

Mind Bender 


Wit Sharpener 

The mjJeJgf foi a new Mai uii shows 9S9 km 999 is a 
paiindiomic number, winch leads the same backwards 
and foiwatds Wlien will be the next palindromic 
tiurnU I on the mctic’' 

Ilu same could be -.aid about a digital watch the time 
e 9 9‘J when is the next palindromic time shown on the 
watch’ What is the greatest amount of time that can 
i lu,i t hriwetn palindromic times which can be display¬ 
ed on a digital watch’ 


Soliittons to last week’s leasers 

Mindbendcr Diagram A is foimed by superimposing 
diigianii 11 and C 




Ihc ( ihii t maigical lubbti i j aic ocitv 11 1 ii 
sue! 1 m inn* I that sou snap one an>' dl lit thtet ) i 
ipaii 

Hove would vou tic an cndit c liawi ( i loo|) so ill it it 
sou optii one all the loops till apart’ 


VVilsharpener 271 eggs 
f igiirc It Out 



shapt Sleuth _’C and lA 

Wh.it’s in a World 1 incessant, 2 magnate, gatcmaii. 3 
sprite priest iiiisi liatt's tarts aster itais 9 | irsed 
r 1 ptd drapes padies spared 

little Tussle India lipperaiy, Denmark Russia, Jeru 
ill III \eioii.i Gara Danuhi Havana, Halifax, Read 
iiig Walclifkl Brighton, Alice, Nile Everest, Venice, 
(.• rinanv 


Shape Sleuth 



I If the radius of the full circb of this decora’.in 
1 ] wrought iron window is 1 metre, what is the total letif th 
of wrought iron used in this window’ 


Rmnn 
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Science 


INDUSTRIAL SAFETY 

Preventing Another Bhopal 


M aking chemicals will never be 
the same again. So said chemic¬ 
al industry leaders la.st December, 
when the escape of poi.sonous methyl 
isocyanate (MIC) from Union Car¬ 
bide’s plant in Bhopal killed more 
than 2,000 Indians and injured tens 
of thousands more. Yet six months 
later there is still no clear answer to 
the basic question: why did the acci¬ 
dent happen? 

One obstacle is litigation. During 
the prickly pre-trial negotiations ab¬ 
out a possible settlement neither 
Union Carbide nor the Indian gov¬ 
ernment has felt able to answer all 
questions freely. India has refused to 
accept $5m from Union Carbide to 
help the victims, on the grounds that 
the company’s requirements for in¬ 
formation on the uses to which the 
money would be put were “onerous.” 

The most detailed version of what 
went wrung emerged in March, when 
Union Carbide’s chemists finished 
analysing samples of the residue con¬ 
tained in a storage tank from which 
an estimated .S0,000 lbs of MIC gas 
and liquid somehow e.scaped into the 
skies of Bhopal. They think that the 


MIC stored in the tank had a higher 
than permitted quantity of chlor¬ 
oform mixed with it. When, for some 
reason, more than 100 gallons of 
water entered the tank, a reaction 
began between the MIC and the 
water, with the chloroform acting as 
a catalyst This raised the tempera¬ 
ture in the tank, corroded its stain¬ 
less steel sides and dissolved iron— 
which also became a catalyst. The 
result was a violent reaction that 
raised the pressure in the tank so 
high that a safety valve burst. 

Indian scientists agree that the 
introduction of water started the 
reaction inside the tank, but they 
think the amount was much smaller. 
Neither side has explained exactly 
how the water found a way in or why 
five crucial parts of plant’s safety 
system were not operating. 

Despite the uncertainties, the che¬ 
mical industry is trying to reduce the 
chances of another Bhopal. In Amer¬ 
ica, bills in Congress for stiffer reg¬ 
ulations have prompted American 
manufacturers to: 

• Try to reduce the risk of runaway 
reactions. A common tactic is to- 


d/nt- witk 



I 


reduce the amount of toxic material 
stored in chemical plants, sometimes 
by converting hazardous waste pro¬ 
ducts into non-toxic chemicals. Un¬ 
ion Carbide resumed the production 
of MIC last month at its plant at 
In.stuute, West Virginia, after invest¬ 
ing some $5m in new safety equip¬ 
ment. It includes a more powerful 
vent scrubber and a newly designed 
flare tower. 

• Coordinate safety plans. 
Through a programme called “Chem 
net,” chemical companies have 
undertaken to deal with accidents 
involving chemicals being shipped 
through their areas by other com¬ 
panies. They are also cooperating in 
a programme to improve emergency 
evacuation plans. An independent 
centre for chemical plant safety is 
planned. 

• Allay public anxieties. Monsanto 
and several other big chemical firms 
are beginning to tell people living 
near their plants about the chemicals 
they make there.. The Chemical 
Manufacturers Association has set 
up a free telephone information ser¬ 
vice to answer questions about the 
risks of chemical products. 

By mmngemmnt with The Economiat 
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DELHI DIARY 


Birds of a 
Feather 

T he defence minister, 
PV Ndiasimha Rao 
and the union home minisi 
ter, S 6 Chavan, belong to 
the same political school 
Both of them are from the 
etstwhile Hyderabad 
state, ruled by the Nizam, 
and they both began their 
political careers in the 
Hvdetabad state Congress 
under the leadership of 
Swamy Ramanandatirth 
After the reorganisation of 
states in 19%, when the 
Marathwada legion was 
ceded to the Bombay state 
and ultimately became a 
part of Mdhdiashtra, S B 
Chdvan drifted into the 
politics of that state And 
for P V Narasimhd Rao 
who IS a Brahmin, the 
struggle for surviv aJ in the 
Reddy and Kamma domm 
ated Andhra Piadesh be 
gan Ndiasimha Rao, alter 
being a minister in the 
Brahmananda Reddy 
cabinet, becamr the chief 
ministei of Andhra 
Pradesh and was indui ted 
as a general secretaiy of 
the AlCC in the Seventies 



S B (ha\an 


Chavan, starting off as a 
municipal chairman 
shifted to Bombay as a 
deputy mimsrei under 
YB Chavan lor over a 
decade he was the cabinet 
minister in charge of 
iriigation beloie becom 
ing the chief minister Af 
ter the defeat of the Con 
giess in 1977, S B Chavan 
left the company of Indiia 
Gandhi and formed a rt 
gional paitv (At the lime 
of leaving the Congress in 
1977 he had not settled the 
details of the election re 
source* ) Laiet he mined 



P V Narasiniha Kao 


the Sharad Pawai led PDF 
ministiv and once again 
became the irrigation 
minister Then he rcioined 
the party led by Indiia 
Gandhi and now along 
with PV Ndiasimha Rao 
has emerged as a powcitul 
central minister Accord 
ing to the grapevine the 
Sviamy Ramanandatiith 
connection still binds Rao 
and Chavan together I he 
appointment of K Pi abha 
kar Rao a protege of Naia 
simha Rao, as the Mahar 
ashlra Goveinot is being 
attributed to this aliiaiut 


Unlucky Seven? 

P ublic notue number 
seven (of 198')), issued 
bv the chief contioHei of 
imports and exports 
(CCIE) mav prove to be 
unlucky for a large textile 
firm This Older, issued on 
29 Mav, shifted purified 
terepthalic acid (PTA) 
tiom the open geiieial li 
tenet list to the restricted 
list just two davs before 
the notification an actual 
user of iht Item had reg 
isteied with the govern 
ment contiacts worth Rs 
iO (loits with an iirevot 
able lettci of tiedit valid 
for a year toi the import ot 
PI A The or del of 29 May 
puts a limit ol 90 davs on 
all such pieban tunti*acts 
Intcrestinglv the dav the 
oidei was issued aftti dis 
tussions between tom 
met te minister V P Singh 
and peti oleum ministei 
Nawal Kishore Shaima 


the CCIE office was vir 
tually emptv One wonders 
if the public notice could 
have been diilv processed 
by the classiticaiion com 
mitiee The post ot CCII 
was vacant, with the last 
incumbent, P C lam hav 
ing been shifted to the 
defence production dc 
partment as secietarv 

Additional CC'IE liipathi 
was holding that ge But on 
29 Mav, the two concerned 
officeis weie not available 
in Delhi the mmt CCIE, 
Mfchrotia had gone on a 
tour ol Bombav while his 
deputv, G R Nan, was on 
annual leave Nol only 
this, the other concerned 
officer tiuettoi geneial of 
technical development 
(DGrD), Dr Lathe was 
abroad According to whis 
pers in Udyog Bhavan, the 
decision was lushed 
through to slight a major 
industrialist But the deci 
Sion is being reviewed 


Commando 

Culture 

S rengim toting com 
mandos seem to be 
competing with the neem 
trees of New Delhi The 
British had lined all major 
toads of the capital with 
neem trees This has now 
resulted in shady avenues 
Most VIPs are now being 
guarded by commandos 
Even on ordinary occa 
sions the police send com 
mandos to control crown» 
On 10 lune, when the 
Yuva Janata oiganised a 
demonstration against the 
F estival of India in the 
lobbv of the Taj Mahal 
hotel some commandos 
were rushed to the spot 
The wile of a neoVlP is 
often seen in the evenings 
taking a stioll with her dog 
in the special security dis 
tnet of the capital And a 
set of commandos can be 
seen keeping a watch 


Poor Show 

D oordarshan’s incompe 
tence was writ large 
on television screens on 2J 
June The covet age of the 
tragic aircrash was 
amateurishly handled At 
one point it was 
announced that the list of 
victims was available at 
Palam airport and the 
camera focussed on the 
hcinds of a man who flip 
ped through a few sheets 
of papet which vieweis 
assumed was the list 1 he 
list of names tould easily 
have been announced and 
displayed on the scietn 
The death ot 129 \it India 
passengeis and crew tiid 
not deter Dooidarshan 
fiom continuing with its 
stfieduled amusement 
piogijmnies That apait, 
the ptogiammes were not 
inttiiuplcd with news 
flashes as would have 
been appiopriatt for tht 
o< (.ision 

Passport Blues 

M cnaxa (>.indhi has it 
turned from In i fore 
ign tiip But her close 
lieutenant Akbai Ahnitd 
i annot go abroad Reason 
his passpoit txpiitd in Au 
gust 1984 and tht regional 
passport office in Luck 
now has not been able to 
issue a new passport for 
“Dumpy” Ahmed till now 
The former legislatoi is 
involved in the Tikori 
Singl murder cast (which 
took place at Gaungan) 
during Menaka (landhi's 
maiden tour of hei late 
husband’s constituency) 
Accoiding to the passport 
office, till the police clears 
him of the charges, Ahmed 
cannot be issued a pass 
port The Lucknow bench 
of the Allahabad High 
Court was moved by 
Ahmed and the pass port 
office has now been 
ordered by the court to 
either issue him a passport 
or provide leasons foi its 
inability to do so Ahmed, 
after losing the Lok Sabha 
elections, did not contest 
the Assembly polls 

O. C, NUamuddkt 
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THE WORLD WIDE COURIERS 

Pleaie note We don t cany non-commercial and personal material 


byf lOve tv.‘ piiusc e? .m<.> 
voa how change 


you* vv.rki 

Imagine you re sitting in yair 
office yaj have a document in 
front of you And you want it 
delivered to some other part 
of ttie world 

Pit. k up your telephone and 
dial tfie local Skypak number 

The moment you hear a 
friendly nello a chain is set in 
motion A race begins A race 
against time Vou have the 
entire worldwide family c‘ TNT 
SKyPAK at your service 
instantly! With 900 offices 
around the globe and 2J of 


them in India And the services 
of 96 000 people in 48 
countries 

But that s statistics All you re 
concerned with is your parcel 
vour destination and vour 
deadline Well that s what yyg 
are concerned with as well 

Our reputation fa speed 
and efficiency on every job is 
internationally trusted fa 9 
decades' And every time you 
have a package to send we 
have that reputation to keep 
With pleasure 



when it's wanted yesterday! 


0 n ) y av H No 7 NcwMinr ( I rt Borrbdy 400020Phonf 9SJ70i i?P44S4 

Ukv on nosAiiN 

• AnreJit id 44 • Brin^aiore ^68869 • Barodo ‘jb2?8b • Bfnjbar eshwrr 

S <4S6 bb164 • Bomt) jy 9944b4 6190881 • Crficuttd I3J9V8 • Coc iwn 6901? 

• IXIh 64148iO • Gtindhdhdrr }414• Hosur23/^ • Hydnabad 38217 

• Kirdh 741 • Mri Irdj 474S69 4750V1 • AAdn^dlort 24444»MdpuSd 9440 

• Mrrqao 9447• Mvsori ^444# Purv b4b9S• Panjir 5/6J• Ranrf 2005*) 

• r vinlruT 6S961 • v'dSco 9401 • VsdkrafJdtnini 69991 








21—27 JULY 1985 AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION RS 4,00 



HOW CORRUFT IS 
BHAIANLAL? 



















/ 



KOHINja^R 


And no 
two nioniorits 
will ever 
be the same 







21—27 JULY 1985 

SONDiOr 

VOl UML 12 ISSUL 38 HI 4 )n 
an ananda bazar PATRIKA PUBi ication 


CONThNl’S 


( OVI RSI()R\ 14 

How Corrupt is 
Bhajan Lai? 

Sdnkarshan Ihdkur 
investigates into the ehaiges 
of ntpotism .tntl cortuption 
I levelled bt the opposition 
I against the i liief minister of 
I Hart ana 

SPI ( lAl Ki PORI 26 
^ I Puniab: Stoking the Fire 

^ , Piinu Ministi 1 Hd|iv 

fidntlhi’s asst rtioii that no 
j molt (onctssioiis vtould bt 
I grantt tl to tht Akalis unless 
tht \ It >potitlt.d fatourablv 
anti thi AkalithitfllS 
Lonpow li sthri tl that tlit 
j /ariia would not bt 
withdia Ml i oultl It til to 
I fttsh tt nsioo III Pun) lb A 
repot t 

( OWI KSXIION30 

‘i Had to Give in (to the 
Government) but in the 
interest of the 
institution’ 

I omit 1 Supit nit C ooi f ( hict 
tustu t \ \ ( li intli at hod 
tt lis Kiililip ^ IV " 
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God or Fraud? 

Swann Vishnu lA v ananda 
populaiK known as the 
'tlMiip swaiin ’ Is minting 
nionev bv tunning take voga 
insl'lntions thioughout tin 
woild An invesiigaliori bv 
Binoo )olin 

M \\S46 

P II li 1 01 III In t. amt i a oi 
On I niK I a 

Pun I lb ( ongrt ss(l) 

M not (>tn Spatrovv 1 ik s 
t ommand 

<■ t)M\1l V JI 
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Only Complan 
has 23 vital foods 
they need 
every day. 

Children norrndlly 
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Here Is 

Your Trusted Frieiid 


THE Lie AGENT 


Your friend Is one who can help 
you with his professional advice— 
without obligation—In selecting 
from among the many attractive 
life Insurance schemes. The one 
that Is most suited to meet your 
needs, keeping in view your special 
indivictual and family requirements. 

Your friend's advice has been 
found valuable bv many prospects 
and policyholders In planning their 
children's education, marriage, 
start in life, retirement, in short, in 
planning for the most important of 
every family's needs and how best 
to provide for them within the 
family's resources. 



The Lie agent is an expert, trained 
in financial planning through life 
insurance. 



In many cases, the Agents have their own oIRce with proper records and references 
and are near you U> serve you promptly. 

With over two and a half crore life policies in force in the country, millions of families 
have been treating the LIC Agent as A ntlcriD IM NEED and also as A ERIEMD IM DEED. 


Jttsurance Corporation of Jndio 

1985-86 Lie's year of the Agent tp/uc/rssw 




GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Sinc.h 


A Tale with a 
Moral 

I wtito thts stoiv wuh malito 
afoifthought tot lout icdsoii'. ii is 
tine, It dtpists tht inaltihts ot oiii 
puopk to dinfst silftess It tt'lls ot 
the (omnion mans icaction to the 
anogatiLe ol iipslaits and it has a 
motal ending 1 mtntion no names 
hetaust I hast had eiioiigli tioutili I 
faeiiig posems and liais who liauh d I 
ni< htioit Tilt I^itss < oiintil and 
loiiils ot law all ovi i tin lounlis | 
1 lu tooht <ip V I hoist III tin pitie will 
fit man\ tat lu adi I 

Oiui upon a tinu a \oiing man < n , 
the maki hitiliid Ins u igon to the i 
light ittnittging stai Ills loitutus I 
lost as tin hindwagon on winch he | 
toniul in I nip'\ n It lolltd on pet 
tin umtinu P' l lit Ol n niih d his 
dm s \nd i ot tin in in- loinid hiinsi It 
•I Ml inht I (I 1 ’nil mil III lit hid 
ai I III d Indi i n e Ins < ' s't i (i< 
^houl^l iK (i// i/osa lu t ansi )ir ti.i() 
p> II to In I \ i f. n III III lull 
1 ) lilt V ill lilt I ui lit I It inai k dill nil In 
niotpho t I t'OTi 111 lilt ptiim 1 ohh 1 
tilw i\s ii (-hii/ooi in/ itt’ on 111 
hi t, in I 1 I I di t n to tin II t util 
uoikl I 111 iK III /ill'uni (/ptoph 
ti I in w 1 on II \ mid , I 1 l> 1 li I poM 
inn I I I I III ' it \im hatl known him 
hi li 1 (i .init tin \!l' 'on would 

not h i\ I 1 1 nist d It n ii i lit h id 

ht'onn o i 

Dll * ini n II' I ‘ ht I I I d I 
tall on out ' in nn m m d 1 1 id 
will lit' lot a Clip III tiilli 1 1 lit 

ihini' I I'l wi will 'll M I kn w i s 
Ml \ 1 onc' I 1^ who h id mo nstd ii 
being null hid hki iht 

laliulinis h.inniithi nii hatl ipin' .i 
sttinils /imdii/Mst ah 1 t 1 1 iiuilii 
stoicstd ollitt 1 n I I I'la'i K loi 
Dili MP till i hit I SI 11 I il\ ni III al lilt 
tnlitinii iiapptntdl In illaitiiui 
I tit I host w 111 I kill I \ H II s n .1 hits 
will dgll I til It 11 I wist not to c,t t 
into an aigiimi nl v\uh mu ol ihcni 
fill till 1 tan hi loughti than t’mi(al)i 
|at^ Om MI' tin mi i ittii i did iitii 
know tile sliitt Ilatvanvi 1 its tie 
niadt ot ot t nil d to iitogtnsi the 
tcllow in unitmni as oiu ol tht tube 
loinaki a long stoit, siioit the MI* 
ahghicii 1 1 oil) hi ntwK iii 
conditioned tiii and pun tt did in 
stiidc into ilu ninlti Stoll td Iniihl 
ing Itii llai\an\ i pm < iii In h md i i 
slop hnti and aski d him to , i ini 
leceptinn disk m tit t (i is' Ik 
biushcil tlu tlirsanvi isitU mdi l\ 
and walktd up to itu clevaim Ilu 
Harvanvi tan attei him to tr\ to sto]) 
him rh( MF loaitd 'Inn taant i 
naAj/j mdjn ktuin bnon-' t\ou do not 
know wlui I am’)” and hit him a 
back handei which knocked oft thi 
llarvanvi’s tap Altei half an horn 
With his Mone\ bag and getting his 



I ttj) ol Lofitt III whaltcM list hi | 
had i omt to St t 111 Kdiii nlln nil iiu 
lu wi III down tlu t h \ III I I \pt timg 
an .ipiihigc anil ,ii h ■ i luliui ai 
ti mn till SI i ill 1' c II n I in ii n d 
was wtiiling I II h 1 li\ in i In h ul 
I \ c II 1 It to know w I (I I h 'll I III 
v\ IS li tiI III lit III III t I'i on I I 
olht I \ 1 n II s V 111 111 ii lilt 111 p 
M III 11 III lu ph III il 1 I n hi I I, n 
Ilu Mi's 1 It ( w 111! h iio! unit I I Ol kt d 
lilt thi MF s gla SI Pul -.eni lorn 
'taggi iini on tin 'h i I' \iiu don l 
htliici mi niMlmii \imiiinniloa 
li " 11 \ I III pioNikc tiini to dip 
MM I n fit t u( and m i iI hi dt i 
stand wtial 1 ini an 

I ht It lit ipiiii I ' w nioiiil II 
sore Ill ht It iiiP II in d i iiicmI ii 

I il't ninhim is hoi i n di(.c l di in 
'iiiiLSS II mn Old' Il lit ga m tlu 
sloiMuh It t 111 al I non mum lu id 
Si i mid no mu him in siiMi(.aii 
man not t\ti tii mIi ii tnniliin 

II I I ol all nt I/ill in i ihoi polloi) 

who oninuinlui \ll* It n t ul'ion to 
lint \nd InudK wla i mui lun mlo i 
tliicanxi III III 1 I du 'lit side 
audit hmi as in v mid aildii >s 
( lui I il 11 M ' I ' 11 S 111 ^ h 

I n I id/i 1 I *' n 11 I 

tilt glnlitl 

Boring, Not 
Obscene 

T htie was a tinu vhtn an\ liook 
di aliiu will ill ' lain sts in wliii h 
had tnni kin i mdi w ii aettitnili 
i ali\ hai m il I lu h in i ui i d ^ m I 
u \ IL ws mil II 'I ' 

Iwacs a nil ' ' 

I III ilu I I II ' 

Il g pi SI i Ilu h ! It 

lull' 1 1 11 I lU 111 till I I 

N I til whiih CM It I) inneo in fug 
lai d welt puhlislutl hv iht Olu lisk 
f*iiss in Fills In niv colkgi daiys 
t\ii\ iiini I wtiil 10 tiamc on 
caialii/ii itie tiisi ilnng I did was to 
get hold o' iht hill '1 Dlutisk Fuss 
1 punhtaiioO'. Mn i u ulini' iln in I 
I put them III m| ipi i touts in 


,11111 i V 1 1 I 111 II I I '' I Ilu n d lht\ 

null 11 I I Ilu it I h 01 
III I II 

DI ihi n ni\ P mm 11 luniks I lead, 
ih I dial I iM tl III in\ mind was 
Kad Isllt 11 dl s WlIIiiI /nnt/JlUSS 
tt 1 n.' In I inti odui non to the 

phi I nil mm ol Itslnanisin At that 
ii’iu I lid ,ioi 1 now thii then wete 
him 1 11 d pa sums w tilth outlasted 

111 : Il C1 li md ho’' ti nt foi 

t'u 11 111 hull 111 ill Si i lit e At 

du inu > il ll < m ht I was ce’V 

II met I' wiiPti tti I aiist of the 

(omt last unit III 1 K idi Kite 
Hall hatl hitmni a luiiii She 
i.iiTii fiom a will Ini' I mdi d 1 und\ 
f'UlIl to Ml inl\ spoils liki lo\ 
liuntmf limn hewig lOiiu w 1 al of a 
tiiin ho\ she it \ i hipi d into a mast u 
Inu ft mall tm k on tlu n mu i hn 
won nil n s i m'u i ul p ml Mil t i 

a'l I I I 1 w II \i 11 I I Id” 

1 1 I I t 1 *1111 I 11 I I 

III \i iPt I ll I I I'l d 

la! ,10 I w I ilin I I hi I 
ai I I ilin 1 lit I pa, in i w i' i 
\ t,' 111 I n I 11 ihi idf I 

wh aliti ' 111 t ll ith n m mil d 

(olii, 11 1 lit I I ml on 111 II I will 

I Ins u 1 n insiiip did n , i< ‘ 


11 1 
\l iPt I ll I 

,1 0 I w 
I ilui 1 ll 
t,. 111 


hilm ' 1 j'l ll i\ nu. ll II i o ‘ 'ici 
wmiii n w lu hi ul u d i, du 

ki'iil 1 thou I ' 'll' tl III It d 

nu II nuino ' 

1 I I 1 ihi Hid ' I II ll /i ll s a 

t tiiml 1 ll in 'I I It I md 

tnniwi I I lit I * It M'hi I II 
1 in I ' ' n ' w I 1 i\ MU 

I I ' t I h 11 'll ll .1 

1 111 I I I 1 till 'IS 

n s 1 I I I I (IP isi I 1 nigai 

laiu ti.i ' I Ol 1 piiiin ll 11 'Plan 

SI \ ipail liiiin du tain sinntue 
and dial nn hi I 'i 'm i i mil di 
vnlid Nev 1 I du h ss w 1 I n I lu hook 
wastnst punlishtil m Ihd'' 'hi 
iih pit is Ciiim iliiwn on ii with mvtt 


\ \* 

'iKi iiidn 

md ilisMisiinf ' 

i * 1 

. I 

du IS 1 1 1 am 

ll 


ii| , ll widi 

if 

1 „ a 1 

du Miidii 1 


Snpi ll 1 iiuimi I WI eld not 
laisi a 111 SIM ions tvihiiiw it die 

hi Ilk 

Oiii I hill St/ill \ Itioi^i.iptn III 
Hudchtii thill wnitcn In Muluul 
Baktt lup hi i ri pnhh lu d iiteiulv 


Iht tin Cl 
I hilni 11 ll 
ai I I I 


11 u i 
M dll 1 

dn ll I 
'' 1 


ai I K.nli Ivffe 
I aiki liaticn 

h 1 f lu tl* I 

I 111 M 
ll'l I 


I' ind 

* ' I 'I I 1 I " ' I 1 with 

Ilu ml III 0 du I wn cs I i atnial 
as ilio'i lu 1 11 osi viuds v.idi thins 
Omai Ml ivvam allude d to ilus oi ,ine 
ol ins nilhiis 

Hue look upon nu tin li ainng all 

aci 1 \ 

Did dl Hand du i, ul *1 i Fmict 

I 1 11 I 
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The home 
ministry has 
conducted an 
exercise to 
^ counter the 
! argument that 
the government 
would be “better 
managed and 
* result-oriented” 
if the size of the 
bureaucracy 
I were reduced. It 
j contends that it 
I would be “too 
I simplistic to 
i say”that the 
I bureaucracy can 
I be trimmed; 

! according to it, 
the “strength of 
the staff is 
regulated by 
i work norms and 
I other criteria 
' depending on the 
^ I functional needs 
^ 1 of government.” 

SUNDAY ?W27 July 


How Well Does the 
Government Work? 


W hether or not the five-day week 
will improve efficiency in govern¬ 
ment offices only time will tell 
But the fact that the government 
now feels the need to improve standards of 
efficiency itself is welcome. This is not the 
first time that the government has admitted 
that Its employees could be made to dispose 
off greater loads of work faster. But even 
I alter .several remedies to inefficiency hrve 
j been attempted, it persists. 

! One marked symptom that has drawn 
I attention is the number of personnel in the 
! government's employ. The home ministry 
; has conducted an exercise to countei the 
• argument that the government would be 
; “better managed and re.sult-()riented” if the 
size of the bureaucracy were reduted. It 
contends that it would be “too simplistic to 
, say'' that the bureaucracy can be trimmed; 

: accoiding to it, the “strength of the staff is 
regiilaicd by work norms and other criteria 
depending on the functional needs of gov¬ 
ernment.” 

()1 course. It IS too much to expect the 
' government to find fault with itself But the 
' home ministry’s exercise has come up with 
some interesting dat<i On an average, the 
i number of central government employees 
I has intieased by liO per cent everv year. This 
; means that their number has more than 
1 doubled since Independence There has also 
: been found to be “some relation” between 
] the si/e of the staff and the government’s 
I total expenditure A public sector unit was 
j taken as an example. It was found that 
I expansion of staff took place at the lower 
j levels, though “accretions at lower levels 
1 slowly add to work at higher levels” and 
I sometimes when the work load increases, 
i organisations have to be “bifurcated.” 
i What has been conceded is that “some- 
i times there is a conscious effort at streng- 
j thening the organisations which may n ean 
! upgrading posts.” But the ministiy's ex- 
i pldiiation is that “the democratic process 
itself, maybe, is. to some extent, responsible 
for the faster eitpansion at the top. In the 
process, the pressure of work at higher level 
increases and expansion at I’lose levels 
i tollows '■ 

i riie mam point of criticisni .igainst the 
litiieaucracy is that it is top-heavy A job 
that was done by one undei-setretary in the 
past is now done by two deputy secretaries 
and a joint secretary. There are too many 
hands doing the same job and the result is 
slow, clumsy administration. On many occa¬ 
sions, a post is upgraded because there are 
no senior posts and somebody is due for a 
promotion—although he continues to do the 


same work. 

The ban on recruitment of personnel when 
exercised for reasons of economy, is usually 
imposed on the employment of lower grade 
clerks and peons. The system of 'noting' by { 
different grades of officers at various levels | 
of administration, has become an integral i 
part of governance, perhaps to justify their ■ 
presence. Many countries have done away j 
with this system, but in India, it has spread | 
vertically and horizontally, especially since i 
Indejiendence. j 

It is said that just after partition, the | 
I bureaucracy in Pakistan dealt with the work | 
I more swiftly and intelligently. This was j 
: surprising, but a study later revealed that j 
' the old files took some tune to i each Karachi 
1 from New Delhi, and as there were no , 
I “precedents.” the noting was simple and j 
j direct. In one of his letters, ,1awaharlal j 
1 Nehru had instructed the state chief miiiis- 
j ters, that “there should he only one note in | 
1 the file and that too hy the officer who can ; 
j lake some action on it Previous notings are j 
j just wasted, we should concentrate on the I 
I quality of our work.” j 

I When Paul H. Appleby, an eminent expert i 
! in public administration \isited India in i 
I ly.Si. he jKiinted out that "loo many forms 111 | 

' class, and rank" existed as did a high level of ■ 
“pierogative consciousness'’ in the ] 
hiireauciacy. De.scribuig governnieiual proc- | 
' edures as “cumhersoine. wasteful and <lila- j 
tory’’he stressed the need to pin respoiisibil- i 
ity. Nehru followed up Appleby's recom- , 
mendations with a note to the home iniiiis- | 
try: “We have worked too much in the rut \ 
and carried on old traditions which have | 
little significance today. If we are to work ' 
for a welfare state, our administrative .ser¬ 
vices have to function somewhat differently ' 
and indeed, have to think differently. .1 ‘ 
think that one of the major issues that we j 
should face, and face .soon, is a reorganisa- i 
tion of our administrative structure.” ■ 

Induction of personnel from external 
sources could improve the functioning of the 
buieaucracy. Their fresh ideas would see the 
exit of outdated rules and jirocedures, and 
make way for mote speedv ciisposal ot work. 
At present, an import licerue has lo pa.ss 
‘ through numeions hiUuls beime ii leailus 
I the authunsing oiticei Iherefoie. it is not 
surprising that some business houses employ 
retired public servants to get their files 
cleared through the jungle of lules and 
regulations. 

One can only hope that Rajiv Gandhi is 
not restricting himself to the stringent limits 
I of “precedents” and will take positive steps 
1 to improve administrative procedures. 


9 









OPINION 



Troubled State 


r in Ali’ss jfi Gufdidr (iO June—6 
liiK 1 dptlv sums up the situation 
plot ailing in (iinaiat Ihe state is 
I uiidoubU’clK in total chaos The \io 
kiiti and aison in the wake of the 
anti lestnatiun agitation aie due to 
the eallous handling ol the situation 
h\ the (.lUiaiat gotc'inmcnt It is a 
put that the land ot Mahatma Gan 
dhi IS now in the giip of such severe 
communal violence 
Ra/iii (iiewal Cdkuttd 

• 1 was relieved to learn that the 
Giiiarat chiel mitiistei Madhavsinh 
Solanki has lesigned He had failed 
miserablv to quell tht large scale 
violence that has eiupted in the 
state It was high unit Mi bolanki 
deemed it necessary to attept moial 
responsibilitv tor the tiagedv and 
submit his lesignation 
Nirntdl Jeet Singh W<ilid, Cdkurtd 

• The objet tive portraval ot the state 
of attaiis in Gutaiat was commend 
able It IS tiagic the way the anti 
reservation srit has taken on com 
munal colours If the centie has been 
able to contiol the nots following 
Mis Gandhi’s assassination, why is it 
unable to tackle the probh tn which 
has been plaguing Guiaiat sinte 
lanunry’ Madhat sinh Solanki had 
no light to teach a lesson to the 
I piessineii 

M Sham', Ro/d, fdtnshedpui 


m*tm (/Aroiti igiiMtiffli«iiiitiiiirnin-rfiii •» tf 



* 

I 
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• It was unworthy of Slndav to fea 
ture a pet son like Madhavsinh 
Solanki on the covti story 

rikik Vpddhydv Koiidld, Dilnugdth 

• Rajiv Gandhi, addiessing the US 
national press conference, temaiked 
that the Indian press was complete ly 
liee However iionically, the press 
in Gujaiat was being gagged by 
Madhavsinh Solanki Pei haps the 
PM was not aware of what was hap 
pening in the tongtess(I) i tiled state' 
All Akhdi lehetdlh Madias 


Bureaucratic_Flop_ 

W ilfred Lazarus’ comment in The 
Taming of the Presi (^0 June— 

6 July) that the Emergency was cer 
tamlv not the answer to a chiontc 
malady surprised me The general 
manager of Samachai during the 
Emergency should have realised this 
before It is a fact that the Emergen 
cy failed in us objective because the , 
bureaucracy was not prepared to I 
handle the poweis bestowed on 
them 

GI D’SouTd, Bdngdkne 

• Touinalists aie by and large a con 
ceited lot Imagine them ciiticising i 
the Emergency declared in 197S The 
last to add in his bit was Wilfred 
Lazarus who thought that Indian 
politics has awakened and anyone 
tinkering with it would come to gi lef 
None seems to lealise that common 
man is not botheifd about cen 
sorship or freedom of the press as 
long as anv move dots good for them 
Imagine things being available 
aplenty and at reasonable rates, gov ' 
trnmeiit offices and banks moie re 
sponsive to the undei privileged and 
state transports showing a se mblaru c 
of oidi illness and couitesv fht onlv 
black spot was loicid sterilisation, 
which some ovet enthusiastic offi 
cials implemented I his voted Mrs 
Gandhi out of power ^ 

PL Dhdr, Cdkutta 


The Many Face the E merg ency 


T he special issue on the Emeigen 
tv (Ne\ei Agjifi, 21—29 lune) 
was worth pieserving I appreciated 
Uma Vasudev’s outstanding analysis 
The importance of civil libeities is 
realised only when they are denied 
The Emetgenty, for the fust time, 
made the common people aware of 
the pressing need for fundamental 
freedoms Ihe Emergency also oiga 
nised the hitherto indifferent masses 
into a force to reckon with 
A/oy Kumar Singh, Deoghai 

• The Emergency was imposed by 
Indiia Gandhi with the sole puipose 
ot coveting up hei administrative 
failures and to keep her family in 
powei Though the I mergency is a 
constitutionally legitimate tool in the 
hands ol a govei nment, its misuse at 
all levels and the wav it was imposed 
by Mis Gandhi ignoring parliamen 
tdiv pioteduies and misguiding the 
I’tesidcnt, laises suspicion and 
weakens tht aigument in favoui of 
Us imposition I he contention of R K 


Karanjia, the blind supporu r and 
admiter o the Nthiu dynasty, that 
Emergency in a limited stale should 
be imposed to help Rapv Gandhi 
tackle the pioblems confionting the 
nation pioves his iriational attitude 
If Mr Gandhi is too young and inex 
penenced to solve the crises, an 
alternative may be tried our instead 
of thinking of yet another 
Kmeigency 

M H Rama, Bhubaneswdi 

• The cover illusti ation depicted the 
tombstone of the I mergency But I 
wondei why RIP had not been 
inscribed on it Is it because the 
government may . it ipret it as 
Return if Possible 

Kumar Roy, Kotba 

• In those dark days 1 n one of 
the boarding schools ol -.oorie I 
remembei vividly how 1 was pre 
vented from visiting the Mussoone 
town as punishment for having criti¬ 
cised the ruling party in one of the 
monthly essay tests for the dastardly 


acts being committed in the gaib of 
the Fmergenev However, in jirivate, 
the staff membt rs congratulated me 
tor my couiage and one of them 
presented me with a book with the 
inimitable woids of Tom Paine 
embossed on it “There are times 
that try a man’s soul ’’ 

M Atvdb Sidditiui, Delhi 

• The Emergency was clamped so 
that a few chosen people could rule 
Had Indira Gandhi resigned im 
mediately after the Allahabad Court 
judgment and ordered elections, she 
could have returned to power with a 
belter mandate But strangely, she 
behaved like a dictator and the peo 
pie Dunished her for it 

IS Vppal, LucknoH 

• It was unfortunate that vested in¬ 
terests took advantage of the 
Emergency Moreover, Indira Gan¬ 
dhi made a serious mistake by cen¬ 
soring the press 

N Ellango, TiruneJveh 
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• The special issue was packed with 
informative articles. Indira Gandhi 
ordered elections in 1977 not be¬ 
cause she was a democrat or because 
the intelligence agencies told her 
that she would win. Elections were 
held in Pakistan and Mrs Gandhi had 
to prove to the world that she is a 
greater democrat than Bhutto. 
Prabhat Goyal, Agra 

• Chandra Shekhar rightly referred 
to Jayaprakash Narain as the Mis¬ 
understood Messiah. JP was a true 
Gandhian who did not care for name 
or fame. It is a tragedy that his 
message was misinterpreted by a 
large section of his followers 

B. Venkateswar Patra, Amhodaia 
(Orissa) 

• Please do not remind us ol those 
dark days of the Emergency, it does 
not serve anv purpose. 

Ruju. Bornbav 

• 1 agiee with R.K Karan|ia that a 
mini lsmergencv is nece.ssary to solve 
the problems of the different stares 
(‘M’e are in need of a mini 
Einvruency') it is high tune an 
Kmeigencv is declared to crush com- 
munalism, secessionism and in- 
surgeticv 

Subal Chandia Bnha. Malda 

• The special issue was undulv critic 
al ol the Emetgency. 1 have lived 
through the Emergency and 1 saw the 
chaos that prevailed in the days prior 
10 the proclamation. Why weren’t 
people who supported the Emergen¬ 
cy like S.S Ray allowed to voice their 
opinion? Si'NOAV published pist one 
side ol the story. 

Shailaya Bulkrishnan, Madras 

• Justice J.C. Shah misrepresented 
the situation pi lor to the Emergency 
in his interview with Kuldip Navar. 
While highlighting the circumst¬ 
ances leading to the imposition of the 
Emergency he maintained that neith¬ 
er was there anv breakdown of law 
and order in the country nor was the 
economic condition deteriorating. 
This is not true. Indira Gandhi had 
imposed the Emergency not to save 
herself but to save the nation from 
the chaos and turmoil prevailing in 
the society at the time. In view of the 
growing population, I feel, that the 
family planning measures taken by 
Sanjay Gandhi and Rukhsana Sulta¬ 
na were justified. 

Tilok Upadhyay Koirala, Dihnigarh 

• While going through the cover 
story. 1 was amused by Kuldip 
Nayar’s allegation that Mohammad 
Yunus had asked V.C. Shukla to 
arrest Mr Nayar during Emergency 


OPINION 

Why does Mr Nayar level such a 
charge after ten years? I say so 
because Kuldip Nayar has been de¬ 
tailing his Emergency experiences in 
various newspapers, but now'here has 
he mentioned this fact. 1 wish Mr 
Shukla finds time to tell the real 
story. 

Sudhir Sharma. New Delhi 

• There was nothing new in the covei 
story. I found it lengthy and boring. 
ScNOAV cannot afford to waste so 
much space for an outdated topic. 
Paiz Ahmad, Murshidabad 

• The arguments advanced by 
Khushwant Singh while defending 
the Eimergency were unconvincing 
< The Knight of the Emergency). It is 
ironical that he supported all the 
Emergency measures except the 
press censorship. But no one believes 
that the Emergency was clamped to 
control the deteriorating law and 
order situation in the country as 
claimed by Mr Singh. How can one 
support such draconian measures in 
a democratic land? 

M. Waiid Khan. Aligarh 

• It was nor clear why Khushwant 
Singh supported the Emergency. The 
renowned journalist’s argument that 
he backed Sanjay’s policies because 
'he latter took some corrective mea¬ 
sures like clearing slums and plant¬ 
ing trees, .sounded childish. I would 
have appreciated Sanjay’s efforts 
had he made alternative accommoda¬ 
tion arrangements for the poor slum- 
dwellers. 

K. Ravichandran, Ahmedahad 

• Khushwant Singh was self¬ 
contradictory when he supported the 
Emergency without the press cen¬ 
sorship. The inconsistency in his 
stand was pointed out by Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi, whom he quotes: 'There can be 
no Emergency without censorship on 
the press.’ If Sanjay Gandhi, whom 
he praised, was to rule today, all 
freedom-loving Indians including Mr 
Singh would have been behind the 
bars. Khushwant Singb should admit 
that he was wrong in supporting the 
Emergency. 

M.A Rane, Bombay 

• It was surprising to note that while 
Khushwant Singh praised the 
Emergency whole-heartedly, Justice 
J.C. Shah found evil designs in its 
proclamation. Justice Shah rightly 
said that tne Emergency was im¬ 
posed to extend dynastic rule in 
India. The harrowing days of the 
Emergency were portrayed accurate¬ 
ly by Kuldip Nayar and Janardhan 
Thaiciir. 

Malay Kumar Nandi, Calcutta 


• I was infuriated by Khushwant 
Singh’s article on the Emergency 
where he lauds Sanjay Gandhi for 
being a ‘doer.’ Mr Singh displays an 
unpardonable arrogance and blind-' 
ness in his attitude towards the peo¬ 
ple less fortunate than himself when 
he defends the nasbandi and slum- 
clearance programmes of Sanjay 
Gandhi. 

Siddharth Dube, Calcutta 

• Khushwant Singh’s article sur¬ 
prised many like me for I thought 
that those who imposed the 
Emergency, later realised their mis¬ 
take and were repentant. However, 
Khushwant Singh seemed to stick to 
his belief that the Emergency was a 
necessity 1 can still recall the terror 
in the minds of the common people 
during those dark days. A ioi of 
atrocities were perpetrated in the 
name of sterilisation. Khusnwant 
Singh also praised Sanjay’s efforts to 
plant trees in the capital But why 
beautify Delhi only? What about the 
rest of the country? 

S.C Malakar, Agra 

• Khushwant Singh was right in 
praising Sanjay Gandhi. Sanjay was- 
undoubtedly a born politician. His 
family planning programme and 
slum clearance drive made him and 
Indira Gandhi unpopular but he did 
not bother. His slogans, “Each One, 
Teach One” and “One Eamily, One 
Tree” are lelevant even today. San¬ 
jay might have been a controversial 
person due to his style of functioning 
but he did many good things for the 
country. It is indeed a tragedy that 
he had to leave us so early. 

V.N. Narayanaswamv, Madras 

• There is nothing unconstitutional 
or undemocratic about the Emergen¬ 
cy and Khushwant Singh rightly sup¬ 
ported it. Jayaprakash Narain and 
his followers forced Indira Gandhi to 
declare the Emergency. When the 
Congress! 1) government was voted 
out of power in 1977, it was not a vote 
against the Emergency; it was a vote 
against Emergency excesses. It 
would be thoroughly unfair to brand 
Indira Gandhi as a dictator simply 
because she imposed the Emergency 
to restore law and order. 

Helen Albertes, Guwahati 

• Sanjay Gandhi was more sinned 
against than sinning. Many people 
misunderstood him during has life¬ 
time and the people who sided with 
him were also unduly criticised. 
However, those very'’ people have 
realised their mistake and they 
admit that Sanjay did a lot for the 
nation 

Param Hans Singh, Arrah 


WMMv ti-«7 jay me 
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OPINION 


A Message for All 

T he sound logic with which Rafiq" 
Zakaiia refuted the charge that 
the Koran preaches hostility towards 
followers of other faiths was com¬ 
mendable (The Koran’s Attitude to 
Non-Muslims, 9—15 June). The au¬ 
thor has not only countered the argu¬ 
ments of the mischief-mongers, but 
has also given an enlightening and 
.scholarly interpretation of the holy 
book. 

Zaire Alam Khan, Naseerpur (UP) 

• Here is some more information 
from the Koran that may interest 
non-Muslims: 

* There is no compulsion in religion. 
The Prophet was the messenger of 
God and his primary mission was to 
convey God’s eternal message to 
mankind 

‘“Let not the believers (Muslims) 
revile the Gods., lest they revile their 
God too...’’ 

* “Say unto the non-believers...to 
you your religion, and to me, mine.” 

The holy Koran is not only addres¬ 
sed to the Muslims, it contains a 
message for everyone. 

M.Y. Sadiq, Bhubaneswar 

• Dr Zakaria’s article was informa¬ 
tive. However, 1 do not understand 
how the author concludes that the 
idolaiots mentioned in the Koran do 
not refer to the Hindus. 

G Rama, Calcutta 

• The article is a desperate attempt 
to defend that which cannot be de¬ 
fended. “Slay the idolaters, where¬ 
ver you find them...” the author 
quotes the Koran and then tries to 
wriggle out of his folly. 

PN. Oak. New Delhi 

• Di Zakaria’s statement that Ule¬ 
mas accept the Hindus as believers 
in one God is ridiculous. By and large 
the Hindus are polytheists and idola¬ 
ters The Indian Muslims look upon 
the Hindus as non-believ(?rs. That is 
why clashes between the two com¬ 
munities take place during religious 
festivals...! wish the learned author 
had urged the Muslims to liberalise 
Lslam radically by ignoring the Kora- 
I nic injunctions. 

J. C. Nuyak, Jeypore (Orissa) 

• Dr Zakaria’s reference to Krishna 
and Arjuna is out of context Krishna 
told Arjuna not to hesitate to kill his 
nearest kith and kin forthe cause of 
Dharma or righteousness. Dharma is 
not faith in God. Arjuna did not kill 
the Kauravas because they werre non¬ 
believers but because they straved 
from the path of Dharma. 

Akkiraju Nataraj, Hyderabad 


_ Well Ana ly sed 

K .F. Rustamji should be lauded 
for his analysis of the ills pla¬ 
guing Indian democracy in The Pains 
of Progress (16-22 June). He has 
advocated a ‘mixture of organisation¬ 
al and governmental effort’ for India. 
However, I feel, this theory can work 
only in the case of a non-communist 
government. The communist parties, 
especially the CPI(M), exploit this 
theory only to feed the party cadres 
with public funds. 

Abhijit Kumar Sen, Hooghly (West 
Bengal) 

• The article should serve as an 
eye-opener. After going through it, 1 
doubt if we are prepared to enjoy the 
fruits of democracy. 

P. Chalapathi Rao, Lunglei 
(Mizoram) 


A Dig at the Censors 



T his refei s to my cartoon pub¬ 

lished along with the article. The 
Good, Bad and Ugly (Never Again, 
2i—29 June). The caption accom¬ 
panying the cartoon wrongly men¬ 
tioned that censors had added the 
alphabet ‘D’ after ‘Save.’ The inser¬ 
tion was mine as 1 wanted to have a 
dig at the censorship. 

Abu Abraham, New Delhi 


Understanding Nagas 

( was disturbed to go through the 
special report. The Border War 
(23—29 June) by Seema Guha as it 
had a tinge of victor-vanquished atti¬ 
tude, painting one side as gruesome- 
ly opposed to the other. This, I fee!, 
will influence readers who are not 
versed with the situation and will 
aggravate tension not only in the 
particular area but amongst com¬ 
munities as well. 

The Merapani incident on 4 .lune 
should not be magnified beyond 
proportions as it is only a part of a 
long-standing issue. Let us have a 
look at the incidents happening in 
the area since 1977. A sub-divisional 
magistrate was manhandled in 1977 
leading to the loss of two lives in 
peaceful protests. Moreover the 
Assam police have time and again .set' 
up posts inside Nagaland, legaidless 
of standing agreements Naturally, 
untoward incidents can flare up at 
the slightest provocation Such sensi¬ 
tive issues must be shown in a pi oper 
historical perspective ,so as to project 
the correct nature of the problem. 

In this context 1 would like to cite a 
few historical points. I'lie Kiitish 
were attracted to this nth. fertile 
land as it was fit tor colonial eco¬ 
nomy to flourish. In the process, the 
inhabitants of the hills weie up 
rooted but the plainsmen thrived. A 
wedge of misundersianding was 
driven between them 
In the post-Independence jieriod, 
Nagaland witnessed a prolonged 
state of war. The Nagas were divided 
into four states following the British 
administrative divisions. Today, the 
Nagas have expressed their desire to' 
regroup themselves under one admi¬ 
nistration. The intensity of their de 
sire is great and must be understood 
in the correct perspective. Even the 
Congress(l) government in Nagaland 
has supported this claim but those in 
authority continue to ignote the 
sentiments of the Nagas. Pointing 
accusing tinguers or guns at each 
other will not help. It is a tragedy 
that most of the national press look 
upon the Nagas as hostile people. But 
they should realise that the Nagas 
are hurt by such biased reports. 
A.S. Angami. Kohima 


_Forged 

T his is to clarify that the letter 
credited to me under the head¬ 
ing, Wrong, Mr Paul (26 May—1 
June) has been forged by mis¬ 
chievous parties to malign me. 

LJ. Khosla, Calcutta 
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government to send the aimv into 
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• I he people «l K ishraii have be 
tome Icadeiliss after the death ot 
Sheikh Abdullah I can find no sane 
reason as to whv harooq Abdullah 
sho lid make such statements like, 
T he hi idge conne cling the state with 
the rest ol th'' country might col 
lapse 

Suit, I ihandia Saha, M,ildd 
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COVER STORY 


HOW CORRUPT IS 
BHAJAN LAL? 


I \s (I iiKin u ho has ficfiod dec toinl (irUhrtK'tK t > joj m a gov ci nmcni of his i hoic r and 
h(i\ [K't h f t('(I tht' pini hasr safe and kidnapping of MLAs to u fine ait I Ian anu C^M 
Bhaian Ijd is a phonomaiton m Indian politu s In a ni(‘niorandnin submitted to Hajiv 
I (/ondlii opiiosilion Iradeis hu\ r 01 ( u\f d him of anion" othf i things di'haiidingthr 
stab I \( hrijin I to amass nrallh ^ankanhan Ihakui iin esiigatas the ( haiges 
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t mie tti pinvt* bv II piilitif, his then 
I mat 1 Puts tollt ii,iit Dili lal in 
197‘) his^,unttht w i\ ht his willed 
Ptihips ht hid tilt I ikht toimiila 
with him itid all tht nntssaiv ta 
Itnts to implonii nt it httisMiinfi has 
a priet tvt i \ man tan bt boucht and 
Rhaian lal kntw how to tlinth the 
deals best Iinit anti again with 
iiustiating tase he has displayed his 
pent ham foi tlinging to powti A 
hoist tradei pa/ e\celUnct a man 
who has pioted that no goieinment 
tan funttioii in Haryana without iiim 
at Its top I h It h\ no means indicates 
Bhaian Lal s populatitv oi the vir 
tuositv ot his administi ition Make 
no mistake while Bhaian lal has 
outdone liij predetcssois when it 
tomes to infamy he is nowheie ne*ai 
niatthing the thiust that Pratap 
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Singh Kairon (chief minister of the 
undivided Punjab) or Bansi Lai could 
give to Haryana. His forte is to twist 
the law to serve his own ends. He has 
used this fine art of his—honed and 
chiselled for .^0 years—not only as an 
instrument of his political survival 
but also, they say, for personal gain. 
Ask anyone in Haryana and he would 
tell you long tales about Bhajan Lai, 
about how this poor villager who sold 
women’s undergarments not too 
many years ago, became a living 
legend in Haryana. If even half the 
number of charges levelled against 
him are true, he has turned the state 
into his personal fiefdom. 


Perhaps the most concerted effort 
against his lordly reign was launched 
on 4 July when 31 opposition MLAs 
{ from Haryana and 2.'> MPs, among 
I I whom weie Chaudhary Charan 
^ I Singh, Jagjivan Rcim, Madhu Danda- 
I vate and i.al Krishna Advaiii. met 
! Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi with a 
memorandum, calling for a judicial 
probe into what they called the 
“monev-ininting industry that Bha- 
jan Lai has converted Haryana into ” 
The 42-pagc* memorandum was for¬ 
warded with a lettei to Rajiv Gandhi 
in which the opposition leaders 
waiiied him that his “itaim to root 
out corriijitiori from public life will 
be suspect if llie memorandum does 
; noi lead to the setting up of an 
luiqiiirv commission under the Com¬ 
missions ot Enquiry Act, 1952, 
against Bhajan Lai" and went on to 
state that the opposition leaders 
themselves were ctinvinced about 
I the “correctness and authenticity” of 
i the acts of omission and commission 
j committed bv the Haryana chiet 
. iniiiisii'r foi “securing monetary 
gams to himself and his relations.” 
; The memorandum itself was divided 




into two parts—one devoted solely to 
the “hows" and “whys” ot the indust¬ 
rial empire built by Anoop Kumar 
Bishnoi, Bhajan Lai’s son-in-law, in 
Hissar, and the other about the wav 
Bhajan La' himself had gone on a 
land-grabbing sjiree in the state 
Both damn him as a man who has 
made the most of hi.s position for 
enhancing his material worth Power, 
this memorandum means, m effect, is 
not the only thing for which Bhajan 
Lai hungeis; the man has a voracious 
appetite for wealth too. And he has 
had his share “The charges made 
against him.” says the letter to the 
Prime Minister, “relate to defraud 
ing the state exchequer and making a 
mockery of all rules, regulations and 
norms which govern the functioning 
of the state apparatus with the sole 
purpose ()l accumulating ill-gotten 
wealth for him (Bhajan Lai) and the 
members of his family or his near 
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relatives ” 

This IS not the first time that 
Bhajan Lai has been chaige 
sheeted—something that itself nidi 
cates what a free hand the Harvana 
chief minister has had The same 
charges had been levilled by Profes 
sor Samp.it Singh. .i Harvana Lok f).il i 
MI.A. in a letter tn Prime Minislei | 
Rajiv Gandhi just helore the Assent 
blv elet lions earliei this yeai. li went 
unheeded But then, in his huirv to 
bring up the mallei lieloie the polls. 
.Sampat Singh h.id noi been <ible to 
submit a cornjjiehensi\. complaini 
What now covers more than 40 I\ jied I 
jiages was handed in to the Prirtu 
Minister on a single sheet ol paper 

The present rnernoi .ludutn is minh 
more complete, iiiiuh more impress¬ 
ive It took more than four months of 
consistent labour to jiroduce hut at 
the end of it its authors were ion j 
virued they had taken the first I 
worthwhile step against Bhajan Lai. j 
The memorandum quotes jirofuselv i 
from government files and jioliee 
records, gives insights into the mot/ I 
u.s 'ipenindi of Bhajan Lai and his I 
henchmen, and provides moie de- i 
tails of the industrial expansion ot I 


the Rishnois in Hissar. In shoit, il has 
huili a much stronget cast against 
Bli.iian L.il than ever helore. Three 
men—all fioin the I.ok Dal—seem to 
have done the riiaioi work on it. 
H.iiv.ina Ml..\. Pro! Samjt.ii Singh, a 
man fiom Hiss.u. collected all the 
details ol the opeiations of Bhajan 
L.d and the Bishnois in the town, 
Den Lai. the former Haryana chief 
niinistei used his old contacts m the 
hiiieaucracv to glean vital infoima 
tion, and Siishil Mohaiita. a Rajya 
Sahha menilier tioni Haryana and a 
lavsver who is known in l.ok Dal 
units .Is the "R.iini Patel of Devi 
L.il' jiiii II all together and jirepared 
the brief Its lelease, for the first 
lime, drew .in .issiii atue of .sorts from 
the tentie .md hniught a slightly 
I at lied Bhuian Lai scampering to 
New Dellii 

R oshni l)e\i. Bhajan Lai’s 
daughter. was engaged to 
Aiioop Kuntui Bishiioi of Hissar early 
III 1981 A lew monihs later, on 10 
Julv thev were married. 'Open 
.Sesame’ fot the Bishnoisl The family 
which thiough successive losses in 
business was almost on the roads 
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VI nil It ' l)USM ( >s I I iMl I ll c l»t 

1 lo 11 ) >n<l III iK 111 1 III III 

luldt nl\ till 111 M line to 

Slltvis*. ill lit! (11 HIM tlllll \( IIS ll 
111 I inti (lilt III till inp 111(1 I Hill 
I liiiiisi. ll Hi mi ll i\III), ( si ililislit (1 
111 till I'l I Kid 11(1 It SS ill III 1(1)1 
|) mu s III H mill I i?i|iiliiii Kid 

lliinuliil I’l id< sli III! IlishiKiis 
I hisi niMv Kiituit Hli Hill IikIu iiks 
I Piuiiii I iiniu (1 Ills i(|isi(itd 111 I 
I )iiii( l‘)M aliniist immi.di Ut h dui I 
the (ii^KL'enu ni (it Riisliiii |)t\i wiili 
^11 )(ip Bis|in<ii ill! I ipiditv with 
vvliu h tlu uimip h is diit i sdu d mik( 
tiuii IS bit dill ikini: Rliaiiii 'su 1 1 
HtBlianii R^^iiii Milts Hliaiiii Met ils 

If) 


lUi iiui 1 (Ills Rhanu Ispai Bhanu 
liiiMHUs Bh tmi lion and Stt el, 
Hiisini Indiistiiis Haivana Ispat, 
ll iiv in I Snips H itv'ina I xtrusion 
H ii\ in I V inaspati iht list goes on 
Most ot lilt St art tunttntiatcd on a 
suit’ll plot ol land mtasuring 02 
A, III i/s III tlu s illage ol Satrod Kalan, 
till kins iioni Hissar on the Delhi 
Hiss It highw IV This plot is oue of 
till kt \ lotht Bishnoi success storv 
It w IS pun hast’d bv the Bishnois 
on 27 Mav 1081 tot Rn S 63,000 On 10 
Stptimhet the same year, Bhanu 
lidiistiits Piivdte Limited mort 
I atjtd tht entile plot to the Haryana 
I inanct Coipoiation (HFC) mreturn 


foi a loan of Rs 10 lakhi, despite the 
protestations of a senior manager of 
the HFC who held that the loan 
should not he gi anted because the 
company in question had not com 
pleted the formalities that were 
necessary This gentleman was sus 
pended, another brought tn his plate 
and the loan was cleated A little 
later, the. HFC granted anothei loan 
of Rs iO lakhs to Anoop Bishnoi, this 
time tor his new company Bhanu 
Steels Pi ivati limited Intticstingly, 
the loan was given against thi mort 
gaging ol M Aaiirf/s ot land on the 
same plot which had be t ii mortgaged 
earlici How (ould moiipigKl land 
be mortgagi d igain But rh it wis 
not the end of n Iwui mnu once 
for Haryana Snips md anothti nmi 
foi Haivana Industiics P'lv in fi 
mited—Bishnoi niottgigid pot ot | 
the same 92 A.ina/s ol land to n ci ivc | 
loans wotlh Rs 60 likhs In noiu ol 
these cats did oHk i iIs ol n i HT ( 
tiy to verify oi ivin ask toi ilu 
leltvani itcoids legaiding iht I ind 
No sue mspeetions uhiih in u'-ii il 
in such e ists vscii undtrtil n 
(\etivclv (olliiding in the si di |I 
allege opposition le ade i of H n v in i 
was 1 k Duggil lh( Ill in iging (lit< ( 
toi of HI C Bill when ((iiitund bv 
Si Niivv at his ( handig II ll i)tfi( ( the 
ageing be sp(.et n leti IAS iflmr k 
fused to (ominmt suing Hiu he , 
would have to take ihi piimission I 
of the thief ministri bitoie ,ppak 
ing to tht press' 

According to alh e mons made in 
the memotandnni oiIk i tinaiuialin 
stitiillons and nation ilisi d banks 
too have tavoiind Bli imi Indnstne' 
with laigc sums of nioniv without 
assuring themselves ol piopei stem 
tries The Industrial Hivclopment 
Bank of India (IDBT) is illeged to 
have granted loans to ilu nine of Rs 
three eioies to Bhvnii Indusnus 
This loan was sane tiniu d on the 
recommendation ol tlu Haiyanagov 
ernment but the charge is that I K 
Datia deputy nianagti ol the IDBI 
has been allotted a tiloi of lend in 
Panehkula ne.ii t handig n h tiom the 
discretionalV qiioi i of the chief 
ministei ‘as if in lieu of tht help 
lendeied in the giant ot this loan ’ 

Tn nationalised banks unions and 
stray officials have protested ngainst 
the way loans wete being given out to 
the Bishnois for various ptopets Bur 
in the fate of ‘ pressui e ft om the top” 
resistance has crumbled What when 
high officials of the banks them 
selves settle for thetr shaies - a plot 
or two from the discietioiiary quota 
of the thief minister, a quick promo 
tion Bhaian I al, in his own words, 
has built up a credibility foi keeping 
his promises, people are more ready 


SUNDAY ?1 77 July iMS 




COVERSTORY 


WKI an Enquiry be Held? 


B hajan Lai is being probed, 
though only informally. Im¬ 
mediately after the Prime Minister 
said in his 7 July press conference 
that he would look into the charges 
against the Haryana chief minister 
and order an enquiry if he thought 
there was a case against him, Bha¬ 
jan Lai had come rushing to New 
Delhi to meet the Prime Minister. 
He met Rajiv Gandhi and left for 
Chandigarh that day, feeling confi¬ 
dent and reassured bv the centre. 
The next day, however, Bhajan Lai 
was back in the capital, summoned 
by the centre. The Haryana chief 
ministei was camping in New De¬ 
lhi’s Haryana Bhawan for several 
days after that, perhaps wanting to 
be as close to events m New Delhi 
as was possible. The personnel de¬ 
partment was busy ail of the .second 
week of July going through the 
memorandum presented by the 
opposition leaders. The procedure 
being followed in this case is that 
once the personnel department has 
gone into the charges against the 
Haryana chief minister the memor¬ 
andum will be presented to Bhajan 
Lai himself for his comments. The 
memorandum will be reread along 
with the observations of Bhajan Lai 
on the chargesheet by the person¬ 
nel department and then the mat 
ter will be referred to the Prime 
Ministei for his decision. And even 
though the first step towards the 
enquiry has been taken, opposi- 
L tion circles are skeptical about 
[ whether the enquiry will really be 
held. ‘"How can the Prime Minister 
depend upon the comments of a 
man,'" asked a leading Lok Dal 
memVier, “who himself has been 
chargesheeted? Is that the correct 
procedure?’’ Bhajan Lai has, even 
before he vas asked to comment on 


the charges, already come to his 
defence saying that the memoran¬ 
dum is “politically motivated." He 
told the Prime Minister and the 
home minister in his meetings with 
them that a “frustrated opposition" 
in Haryana was making desperate 
attempts to destabilise the Con- 
gressfi; government and that the 
centre should pay no heed to the 
allegations. Bhajan Lai's deputies, 
who have followed their leader to 
New Delhi give another reason why 
the charges should be dismissed 
These, they say, are “very old” and 
have been raised time and again. 
When raised for the first time in the 
Haryana Assembly, Bhajan Lai 
himself had dared the opposition to 
conduct an enquiry and prove the 
charges against him. “I shall resign 
if you prove them,” he had said. 
The opposition, however, had then 
refused to conduct an enquiry on its 
own because nobody in the govern¬ 
ment was ready to help them with 
the files and other records. And 
now that the opposition has got 
hold of all the records, Bhajan Lai 
has dropped his challenging atti¬ 
tude 

The first enquiry under the Com¬ 
missions of Enquiry Act, 19.‘>2 was 
ordered on 1 November 19S3 with 
the government of India appointing 
a commission headed by Justice 
S.R. Das, a former Chief Justice of 
India, to enquire into charges 
against Pratap Singh Kairon the 
chief minister of undivided Punjab 
state out of which Haryana was 
carved out later. This enquiry was 
held on a memorandum submitted 
on 13 July 1%3 by Master Tara 
Singh and 20 others but its appoint¬ 
ment was preceded by wrangUngs 
similar to the one going on now in 
New Delhi. The charges too were 


similar—people had raised ques¬ 
tions about the sudden e^ottomic 
advancement of the Kairon family 
after his having becom«i the chief 
minister of Punjab. But the then 
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
initially tried to dismiss them as 
“tantastic, frivolous and absurd." 
“There was no evidence at all,” he 
said, “not the faintest, slightest 
shadow of It.” But the Master Tara 
Bmgh memorandum came pressing 
down when the Supreme Court up¬ 
held an appeal against Kairon 
saying that the same orders given 
by him weie vitiated by maJa /ides 
Earlier, the Congress high com 
mand had itself made a cursoiy 
enquiry into the charges against 
Kairon and exonerated him. One of 
Kairon’s pleas had been that his 
sons had misused his position with¬ 
out his knowledge. 

Bhajan Lai, feel political obser¬ 
vers in New Delhi, could take the 
same plea; his relatives misused his 
position and he would see to it that 
this does not happen in future. But 
what might be worrying him is the 
exrraordinaiy interest the Prime 
Minister is taking in the matter. 
When he learnt that the opposition 
leaders were going to [vesent a 
memorandum to him, be had asked 
the Haryana Lok Dal MLA, Sampat 
Singh, to give him a copy of the 
memo in advance so that he could 
go through the charges. Again, the 
Prime Minister spoke about the 
possibility of an enquiry at his 
press conference and followed it up 
setting into motion a preliminary 
investigation that involves the in¬ 
telligence bureau. Yet, all this has 
not convinced political observers 
that the guillotine is really being 
prepared for Bhajan Lai. 
Smtkmtlmt TMtar, N»m MM 


to deal with that kind of man. 

For the Bishnois, anything could be 
done. Land belonging to the family 
could be exempted from takeover by 
the cantonment (Hissar is a strategi¬ 
cally placed cantonment) through a 
special notification of the Haryana 
government, loans and other benefits 
could be arranged for distilleries 
owned by the family against all poli¬ 
cies laid down by the government of 
India. Even a separate power station 
could be installed in the premises of 
the Bhanu Industries Private Limited 
0 just to make things easier for the 
Bishnois. There was nothing Bhajan 
L«1 was not ready to do for his dear 

IV >1-p My 1MS 


daughter, Roshni and her family. In 
Haryana, a state perennially bogged 
by a power famine, the Bishnois have 
uninterrupted supply not only at the 
plant on the Delhi-Hissar road but 
also at their bungalow in Hissar’s 
Model Town—they are connected to 
the “VIP lines.” What is more, the 
Haryana State Electricity Board has 
set up its 33 KV power station inside 
the Bhanu Industries Private Limited 
itself. Security guards standing at 
the entrance refuse to talk about the 
whereabouts of Anoop Bishnoi or his 
father, Bhupendra Kumar Bishnoi. 
“Saab nahia hain Ji" (Saheb is not 
in). At their residence the security 


guards had told us that they were in 
the factory. At the factory they said 
they did not know where their mas¬ 
ters were. 

Do the Bishnois have foreign links 
that they want to hide? Somefme 
ago they got an import licence for a 
five-tonne furnace from Radyne Ltd 
of Buckingham in England. Accord¬ 
ing to the bill for the transaction (No. 
RMS/X/CH-21 dated 3.1.1984) the 
price of the furnace was put at Rs 
6,20,303 and 40 paise only. The going 
market rate for a furnace of five- 
tonne capacity is much more. Even 
an Indian company sells a five-tonne 
furnace for no less than 65,00,000 

t7 
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cse jc« iM} veaga," 
fFVmid Bhajan LAl'bwer the 
intercom fram his ssite. in the 
Haryana Bhawan. He was not ^aik- 
ing to the press, not .4(ivihg any 
statements, not even rea^ to pose 
for a few pictures. The-most he 
agreed to was a converaatloh on the 
imetcom during which, provoked, 
be did ctnne out with answers to a 
few queries. He sounded angry and 
iiritated which is not his wpnt. “1 
shall See to all these pebple who 
have levelled charges against me,” 
he said, "let my turn come. Then I 
shall talk to the press also. Give me 
etnne titpe and I shall certainly 
show them.” But when asked about 
bis meeting with the Prime Minis¬ 
ter and the home minister, Bhajan 
i^l suddenly went on the defensive 
WBid said, "Yes 1 met them and 
nothing happened. Why are you 
asking this question now?” And 
then^came the vow he had taken 
evati^n front of the Prime Minister 
and the union home minister, S.B. 
CSiavan. "The opposition in the 
state is so frustrated. 1 have been so 
,successful that they see no chance 
for themselves in the future so they 
have to do something to defame me. 
"niese are old tricks...they want to 
remove a chief minister who has 
been such an able administrator." 

The memorandum of the opposi¬ 
tion leaders had certainly sent Bha- 






}hafatt Lai being cheered by supporters in New Oeflit; yesmen imore 


jan Lai into a panic. After the 
meeting with the Prime Minister a 
couple of days after his press con¬ 
ference on 7 July, Bhajan Lai had 
been camping in Delhi with half his 
government functioning from the 
Haryana Bhawan. His aim—to 
watch developments at the centre 
as closely as possible and try and 
win over the top brass of the party. 
Not that things had already been 
decided against him. But Bhajan 



La] is taking no chances, dmd, % : 
what is characteristic of the mam 
he has launched a counter offensive. 
against the opposition leaders who 
have taken the lead in the ihgti- 
Bhajan campaign. A da^ after he 
met the union home minimer, Bha- 
jan Ld sumnmned Dharma Paf 
Malik, a f^ngressfl) Member oi\ 
ParUaraent from Sonepat and 
asked him to collect “all tbe 'evi- 
dence against Chaudhary Cbman , 
Singh, Devi Lai and Henivati Ifan- 
dan Bahuguna.” He intends to ann- 
pile this evidence and present .a 
counter-memorandum to the Prime 
Minister about them. Bhajan Lai’s 
men have already begun taficing 
about how Devi Lai collected Rs 77 . 
lakhs on the 77th birthday of Char- 
an Singh and dien gave hm Rs 
53 lakhs. And about BafauguaaTatld 
Charan Singh? •‘Arre, they )wve ; 
teen in the government bef(^> Will 
it be difficult to take the skelethaS 
out from their cupboards?’* re¬ 
marked one of JSii&fm Laf’ajinanin. 
Haryana Bhawan. And ip Chfmdi-1 
garb, some organisatlesi backed bSir< 
the Haryana ch^ minisMr bhp 
Haryana Vikas Maoebt , bairn.,! 
already launched a caimta^ vAitb 
says the preseomtionof|beg|pigar-' 
andum a^mst Bhajan l 4 d 
sm “AkMi plot* todeetalHiie ^ : 
region.’ So Bhajan Lal’k pcdmined. 
is already bnbig ailiaiiiis- 


Cbman Sinipi and H.N.Bahuguna: the men who opptMed BbaJan Lat 
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the (‘ntrainct to the industry s«l-up bt Bhiyan I al's Min>m-la« in Hissar 


rupees How did the Bishnois get a 
British luinatc lor ten tunes less that 
piice'' Questions lemain un 
answered Was this undei invoicing 
done to evade duties «i to hide the 
soutce tiom which the huge foreign 
exchange was aiianged-' The memor 
andum raises peitinent questions 
•and suggests that “a thorough piohe 
is bound to bung to light various 
links of the Bishiiois who muv be 
helping them in manipulation of 
foreign exchange oi 11 laundei the 
black money opeiations of chief 
minister Bhajan Lai ” In the year 
1984 85 chief minister Bhaian Lai’s 
telephone bill had come to a stagger 
mg Rs 2,94,851 and included in his 
call list were several conversations 
with people abioad These calls, 
allege opposition leaders, cieated a 
suspicion that the telephone has 
been used for furthering the business 
interests of the Bishnois and not foi 
official purposes concerning the 
state 

And if the Bishnoi family has pros 
pered by leaps and bounds in recent 
years, Bhajan Lai himself has not 
fared too badly His main attention 
has been focussed on land and if one 
is to just glance through the 
documentary evidence that the 
opposition has collected from various 
government records, Bhajan Lai and 
ms ilk have been gobbling up land in 
the state with the same speed that 


has marked the expansion of the 
Bhanu industries in Hissar In the 
beginning came the discretionary 
(juota grants, 6ha)an Lai distributed 
land to his neai and dear ones like a 
bountiful loid Among those who 
received ii were Bhajan Lai’s wife, 
lasma Devi, his daughter, Roshni, 
Roshni’s mother in law Vibha Devi, 
Bhaian Lai s cousin Hanuman, 
nephew Dwarka, brother in law Sur 
|a, Bhajan Lai s erstwhile business 
partner and ‘ dharmabhai,” Pokar 
Mai, Pokar Mai’s son in law and to 



L»k Dill Ml A bampat Singh 


I top It all, Bhajan Lai gave himself a 
! plot of land in Faridabad And odd* 
can only marvel at the way the chief 
minister tried to shield himself 
against expected allegations of mdis 
criminate allotment In order that 
nobody could raise his finger against 
him, Bhajan Lai then proceeded to 
allot land from his discretionary 
quota to ministers in his cabinet, 11 
judges of the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court and a string of VIPs and 
their relatives Among the favoured 
were Bhagwat Dayal Sharma, the 
former chief‘minister of Haryana, 
Lok Dal chief Chaudhary Chaian 
Singh, Deepa Tapase, daughter of 
the then Haryana Governor, G D 
Tapase and Gurdip Kaur, daughte)r of 
President Giani Zail Singh If Bhajan 
Lai was in trouble, these names could 
come in handy 

But what, prav, would happen to 
fresh allegations that Bhajan Lai and 
his family have, m different parti^ot 
Haryana, devoured land worth crores 
of rupees^ The memprandum of the 
opposition leaders quotes no less 
than five “land scandals” in which 
the chief minister is alleged to have 
grabbed land arbitrarily in the ^ame 
of his relatives—all i;h«xsensactios&, 
as the memorandum itself suggests, 
are “benami” but records that have 
been obtained show that va all these 
cases, the beneficiaries are close re 
latives of the Haryana chief minister, 
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Fitmi Tidcelless Traveler to CM 


A dampur Mandi is-a prospewus 
village In a remote Reamer of 
Hiasar district of Haryana. It can 
boast of an electric sub-station, a 
sprawling housing coldny, a marble 
rest house, ,a gas depot, an adminis¬ 
trative complex, a 30-bed hospital 
. and a degree college. But then this 
is the village of Bhajan Lai, the 
Haryana chief minister. In this vil¬ 
lage more than 30 years ago, a poor 
BiShnoi lad, a migrant from Baha- 
walpur in Pakistan, began his climb 
to political notoriety. Bhajan Lai 
staried his life as a pheriwula, sell¬ 
ing women’s garments but within a 
short time switched to carrying 
ghee from Adampur to Ludhiana. It 
was on one such trip that Bhajan 
Lai first learnt the power of money. 
He was travelling ticketless on the 
train and wa.s hauled up by the 
ticket collector. Bhajan quickly 
bribed him and slipped away. The 
man with the right instincts made 
steady progress in his business and 
soon caught the eye of Pokar Mai, a 
middleman in the grain/nandi of 
Adampur. The two joined hands, 
became “dharmabhais” and set up 


their office in shop number 107 of 
the Adampur grain Oiandi. "Pokar 
Mai Bhajan Lal, commission 
agents" read the name. But even 
after starting a legitimate butdness, 
Bhajan Lal could not icedp bimself 
down. He was caught mid arrested 
repeatedly for petty 'iMUiness olf- 
ences that he was so prond to com¬ 
mitting. In 1954, he was charged by 
the additional district magistrate of 
Hissar under swtion 120 of the 
Ibdian Holidays. In 19SB$ Bhajan 
Lal was for. Juggling 

wheat into Rajasthan in a tractor 
and also ftxr criminal uttimidation, 
violence and rioting. A chailan in a 
case qf moral tuipitnde in 1962, 
charges of ctmtaufnhf dacoity, rob¬ 
bery and for causing feijury in 1969 
and ’ again—-as recently a? 1974— 
aitoffaer chailan for moral turpi¬ 
tude...Such was record that he 

bad to take refine in polhics in 
order to shield himself. 

Politics did not corrupt Bhajan 
lal, he corrupted politics. He began 
as a sarpaach (village headman) 
and became chairman of the pan- 
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Yhihar. Mai’s shop In Adamper 




jer 107 of chayat .samiti of Adampur before 
It. “Pokar being elected an MLA from Adam-, 
amission V^r for the first time. Sinde 

But even then, he has never lost his seat, 
i butdness. In 1970 Bhajan Lai’s status was 
ip himself . enhanced when Bansi Lal, the then 
1 arrested dhief minister, picked him for a. 
tineas olf- cabinet berth but that, say pblitir 
id to coin- dans in Haryana, could never sober 
lurged by him up, he was in fact given the 
gistrateof post because of his diverse “ta- 
!0 of the ients.’’ It is said that in tho.se days 
8$ Bhajan smuggling of wheat and Uqubr 
mtuggling across the border into Kajasthan 
a tractor was a profitable business and Bha- 
imidation, jan Lal could not be kept from 
laitan in a having his share m it. Bhajan Lal 
in 1962, whs dropped from the Bansi Lal 
coity, rob- cabinet in 197.5 again in dubious 
ry in 1969 circumstances. A woman Irom Pani- 
as 1974— pat registered a case of rape 
rai turpi- against him. Bhajan Lal wa.s thrown 
'd that he out and accordiug to .'iotnv, t/Ji .ided 
mthics in through the suet ts of Kunikslv-ira 
on a donkey’s hai !<. lu.s i j.-e biack’ 
ened! 

Jt Bhajan Despite all this, Bivitian Lal con- 
He began tinued to be a popul.n- man )» his 
headman) native Adampur, us i.>t..(V!e refus- 
’ the pan- ing to punish him for ati hi- nototie- 
ty. His shop in the Adampur grain 
mandi still stands. Pokar Mai— 
mHIHHlIf though he maintains his brothetJy 
love for Bhajan l.ai and continues 
to be a recipient fonner 

partner’s benevolence—has split 
StlMn away to set up hi.s own shop a few 
wJt.|85 cstfcBa blocks away in the gram mandi. 

. Shop 107 is now in the name of the 

two sons of Bhajan Lal. Of course, 
theji do not run the place. The chief 
minister’s suns spend most of their 
time jin Chandigarh. It is Bhajan 
; TaI’s trusted aides who bold the 
fort instead at what certainly looks 
' .1^ the most prosperous shop in 

" : J iSie mandf-with its wall to wall car- 

pets, sofa sets and dozens of garden 
, b^airs. The Bhajan-manda/j squat- 
. ;*inlg jdmre pooh-poohs the “libs” qt 
|t . tba opposition party perpetrated 

W ■ a “great man like our 

fA S^eb.” The bespecta- 

munshi who claims to have 
^B||||||||H been with Bhajan Lal for the last 30 
years swears by his life that Bhajan 
was never arrested or even 
diargesheeted. But he would rather 
;oot talk about how, 30 years ago, 
'‘.l^mjan Lal began his Career in 
'' V/ '4’\iMTOpur. He knows very well that 
’ '■%.> is ®ore about his ““rehnm 

to be bidden than' revealed.'.' 

riieii fbakw, Hme OsM 
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Biugan Lai •>urn>undtd b\ his suppuiUrs 


wives of his nephews his nephtivs 
themselves and ivtn his brothci 
Manphool Sinf>h Ihe\ have toncen 
trated thtir atttntion on J atehabad 
where thousands ol square yards of 
Land—mostly inunitipaJ land—had 
been either made ov 11 or leased ovei 
for long periods to ft latives of Bha 
]an Lai And that the Haryana chief 
miiiistet has been taking active in 
teiest in some of these cases is quite 
obvious—his officers have been 
openly requesting for files and pap 
ers eoneeining various plots of land 
from the loeal authorities on grounds 
that the chief minister wanted to be 
“acquainted with them ” Now a new 
chargesheet, exposing more land 
deals of the Haryana chief minister 
and his relatives is ready and the 
opposition leaders plan to present a 
second memorandum to the Prime 
Minister This time, one of them said, 
“we are really going for his head ” 

T he allegations levelled by the 
opposition in their memorandum 
concern only a few aspects of the 
kind of corruption that the Bhajan 
I Lai government has ushered in, the 

SUNOAY jay 1»»6 


attack IS limited to 'hi Bishnoi fami 
ly and the land transactions of the 
‘first family’ of Haiyaiia It an over 
view of the seven ytais ot Bhajan 
Lai’s rule is taken things look muth 
moil fiightening ‘ Haivana today 
in the woids of 1) K Chaudhaiy, a 
Rohtak bastd journalist who has it 
polled on Haivana for a long time 
now, ‘ is a sick st.iu Ciuditv loiiup 
turn, blatant violation of a'l accepted 
noims in lunning the adiniiiistiation, 
political hoist tiadiiu politicians 
accepting big amounts irom business 
and iiidustiialists, aie all everyday 
occuriencos Coiiuption has ciossed 
all limits in Haivana A man like A R 
^ntulav appeal a novice when tom 
Jared to polittial operatois in this 
>tatt 

In 1982, Ruk Ram then a t ongres 
s(I) dissident, had presented thiee 
memoianda to the state Assembly 
making various allegations He said 
the Haryana State Eletiiitity Boatd 
had placed an older for mini 
turbines with a lapanese firm, ignor 
ing the claim of a I tenth one which 
j offered mo^re liberal terms The 
1 Japanese turn, he alleged was enter 


tamed because it had paid R, / 'I 
lakhs to get the older Another otfic 
et had woimtd his wav into the state 
c Uctiicitv boaid bv allegedlv paving 
Rs foul lakhs even though li hid 
stviial coiiuption chaiges peidiii 
iqainst him Iheseare small i 
foi Haivana and thcie aie to v 
like these It is not toi nothii y. that 
most miriisttis of tht Bhijan 1 al 
cabinet and indeed most Co/igies 
s(I) MI As—a'C said to have built up 
huge assets within a short space of 
tune But nobodv seems to have 
caied ovei the yeais 
Given this baikground will the 
new memoiandum prestnied ti the 
Prime Minister yield anv results'' 
Opposition leadeis sav this is a test 
case toi the Prune Muustei s claim ot 
pioviding a clean administtation to 
the country The case against Bhajan 
Lai, finally has taken concrete 
shape The original documents given 
to Rajiv Gandhi along with the 
memorandum should be enough to 
convince him of the auAenticilv of 
the charges But who knows what 
aces Bhajan Lai has up his sleeves to 
counter the moves against him’ 
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8 July 1985 There is an air of 
suspense outside Tihar Jail 
No one is sure whether there 
IS going to be a trial or not 
But strangely a quarter of an hour 
before the beginning of the second 
session of the Indira Gandhi assas¬ 
sination case, there is hardly any sign 
of life outside the massive gates of 
the Tihar Jail The long narrow road 
to the jail where a makeshift cour 
troom has been set up for the trial is 
also desolate It is only when the 
reporters approach the jail superin 
tendent for passes that a flurry of 
activity begins Some journalists en 
ter the courtroom in ward number 
one even before the registrar and 
without being frisked Uutside the 
entrance to the jail, at the end of the 
path one can see the familiar faces of 
Tnlok Singh, the sturdy looking 
fathei of Satwant Singh and the 
relatives ol Balbir S*ngh and Kehar 
Singh—the other two accused in the 
case The atmosphere inside the 
make shift court is informal Balbir 
I Singh chats with his lawyer PP 
I Grover for over five minutes outside 
I the bullet pi oot enclosure before the 
judge arrives As the three accused 


are escorted in b\ plainclothesmen 
of the Tamil Nadu police, all eyes 
turn to Satwant Singh (As I ami) 
Nadu has a surplus police Ion e, some 
of them are deputed to Delhi) Dres 
sed in a chocolate T shirt and dark 
tight fit trouseis, Satwant limps in A 
bullet still lies embedded in hi> 
spine, as his fathei had pointed out 
to the journalists during the last 
session when the three accused were 
made to stand in the bullet proof 
cubicle for some time Satwant Singh 
smiles at newsmen and touches his 
defence counsel, P N Lekhi’s feet 
He appears quite nonchalant— 
almost a look of unconcern, even 
while the charges are being lead out 
by the special judge, Mahesh Chan 
dra, under jcctions 120B302i'}4/'507 
IPC and section 27 ot the Aims Act 
Kehar Singh, sporting a Aesaii 
band under his dark blue tut ban, siis 
quietly in the bullet proof cubicle 
(curiously enough, this glass stiuc 
ture has a crack on it) Balbii Singh 
the former sub inspector for Piimt 
Minister’s security, i' the only one 
who listens to the proceedings with 
in wrapt attentions taking down 
notes furiously 


He stands up after the charges are 
read and says m English “I could j 
plead guilty if 1 could get a satisfac¬ 
tory explanation as to what my act 
IS ” His counsel P P Grover inter- 
lupts and tells him to sit down 
it takes some time before the 
chdi ges can be read out and the trial 
can begin Mr Lckhi insists that the 
four policemen in plainclothes 
should leave the room, learmg that 
the policemen would later, brief the 
other witnesses “I will not peimit a 
mock trial The process ol justice is 
being lynched before this couit,” he 
says The defence counsel also raises 
many objections He wants all court 
proceedings to be tape recorded, a 
wall of the room brought down to 
enlarge it, an air conditioner, and a 
guaiantee that the room is not bug 
ged Ihere is also some exchange ot 
words with the prosecutor, Mr K 1 j 
Arora over the list of witnesses i 
Lekhi objects to the prosecution’s 1 
calling the witnesses tn stages Tins, i 
he says, is an attempt to get the > 
deteiice to “show their hand ” M' ' 
Leklii also wants to cross examiiu I 
KK Dhd,van and Ml fotedar tor 
two hours each day for three to four , 




Aovonic P.N. LekU (left) tafting to Satwant Stagh’s father, TrMoli Singh 
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ddvs Louit adjourns at about 

4 iO pm All the thiee atLused had 
pleaded not guilty 


9 1ulv Attention now shifts 
to tht two witnessts ASl Raghu 
bu bitigh(who was the duty utlu.ei at 
the lughidk Rudd policL station on 
tht nioiniugol 31 Ottobei 1484 when 
ht united tht wiieless message) 
u .titles that on 31 Ottober 1484 
thtu had bten shoottn). in the Piime 
\Inu.ttr . house and h» had le 
toidtd ilie messdgi at 4 28 am ASl 
Dhaidin Sttigh who vs as on duty at 
tht TM( gait bttween 1 Satdai jang 
Road and 1 Akbar Road on 31 Otto 
bet 184 It sillies that ht was theie till 
7 30 am whtn he handtd ovtt thaige 
to Beam Singh, along with a lesolvei 
18 live caitiidges and a walkit 
talkie 

The pioteediiigs in the touit dium 
along until a levolvti lain lit d Lx 
hibit B1 1. biought out ot . ,Laltd 
blown papt 1 bag VVnat lolloi . is an 
elemeiitais kssoii in tlu us- i itvol 
vets Uuiing lilt ttstiii ij tit tlu two 
politenitii, Satwalit Siiign btgins to 
tdkt down notts and listens alien 
tivtly Iht judge asks Uhaiam Singh 
to hold up the revolvti and show it to 
those present The |udge examine s it 
carefully tor neailv five minutes fol 
lowed by a disiussion on tht rtvol 
vet—whethei it is a 38talibii n vol 
ver and why Iht in iga^nK ul ilk 
gun IS opened 

Duiinj. tht tioss I v.iminaiioH b\ 
PP ( luvti tounsti loi Kthai ''High 



A hit phutiigraph <>t Satwaiit Singh 


and Kalbii Singn iinitiallv Balbii 
Singh had tiouhlt tinding a lawyer to 
dt tend him I ASlRaguhu Singh, sug 
gests that tht 1IR filtd bv Raghubir 
Singh was ‘delib>-ratelv written in 
long hand aiul a blank spate was left 
so that it would be manipuiatt d 
lam Citovti dLo gets tht fit t 
witness to admit that hi had not 
thaiigtd the 1 IR to mnidti aitet he 
h.id Ik aid on the ladio that Mrs 
(jandhi h id ditd noi was theie any 




FIR on the death of Beaut Singh and 
the injuiies of Satwant Singh 
'I'he second day of tht itial has its 
moments of extitenieiu Grover files 
a petition on behalf ot Mr Veereiidra 
Singh, a shopkeepei liom Old Kajin 
del Nagdi, lequesting the court to 
piotect him liom officers of the spe 
cidl iiivesiigatiiig team, who, he says, 
aic tiying to foice him to depose 
evidence against Balbii Singh 
Veeiendra Singh in his petition says 
that Veetendia Singh was taken to 
the lamuna vtlodioine on 4 Novem 
bet 1984 and tot tut ed to be teleased 
tonsequenth and aiiesicd again on b 
July this yeai In otic ot his many 
asides Lekhi mutteis “this is a most 
beautiful thing Ironi ASIAI) the 
Jamuiid vt lodiome is now bt ing nstd 
as a torture, the polite havt then 
own sport with tlu mosi sophisti 
cated equipment ' 

rhcit IS mm h to and toi motion in 
the 101 m as Ickhi makes urt that 
the witiusscs ail not within the 
pretiiki, it the laii ickhi ,ay 1 
would likt tlu witiu ssts to stand 
ouisidt htiJust till ,a)) IS till on r 
loom, 1 do not knov who n i i 
crowd IS a peeping lorn o< i 
eavesdropping ’’ at whuh iioini ihi 
prosecution lounsel says ‘ it rhty 
Slay outside von will si\ that tlu 
point aie coat lung them 

I ekht It plies I he toll e is 
already coathitig them ’ He thin 
wants to go outsidi to stt il the 
witnesses have bun moved fht 
judge bleaks in Do \iui 'lank .t is 
respectabk toi you to do ihar’ 
Lekhi says y t s Itiil tiyri'pett 
ablt It i' oiiK atiti tlu long ex 
th nges ihai tht witiussts htgin to 
testify in the litth wooden witiiiss 
box at the loot ot tin luiigt , di sk At 
the end ot thi u >iim(,iiv ot die two 
Abl s I tkhi m.iUi in )>,dkai.iui toi 
suminoino, uk 01 aiii d liom the 
Ail India lo.utuii d Ntidu,*! Sviin 
tes ^ 1 ing M s t.andhi’s 
death (hi ilv i i no, ti. i sihesia 
letoids uj ...Moll nciis II pot' ot 
the X ray. as well as the attendante 
regisltr ot the Post (jtaduaii fort 
nsic Meditme tla<s and tail ho ik ot 
the emetgeiitv want Iht piess is 
asked to leave tht tootn tlu lawvers 
huddle togethei to loineise with 
their clients while tlu lelatives ol 
the accused liy and .peak to thtni 
through tile hinges ol he bullri 
proof entlosuic 

1 0 July, 1985 It has |ust stopped 
raining The temperature is cool 
uiside the court but the atmosphere 
18 slightly more charged, Lekhi sug¬ 
gests during the cioss-examination of 
Dharam Singh that “the most pro 
tected lady ol the couimy could not 
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have died, if it hasd ot been for an 
internal plot ” Lekhi quotes from a 
paper “Mrs Gandhi had told her 
staff that she did not know, where 
she would be at the time of her 
birthday she was conscious at that 
time about a plot but she was unable 
to accuse anybody, that is because of 
a conspiracy within her family ” 

Mr Lekhi's question at this point of 
the cross examination related to 
whether the witness had ever over 
heard family'matters being discus 
sed, particularly regarding the fight 
between Indira Gandhi and Maneka 
Gandhi The question is disallowed 
The duty loster of the Prime Minis 
ter’s house is later produced in the 
couit and in his cross examination, 
Lekhi asks Dhaiam .Singh why the 
arrow maiked in ink against the 
entry which showed that the duty of 
another policeman, Jai Narain, had 
been changed vnth Beam Singh at 
7 10 that morning was thickei and 
darker ‘Did sou put that mshan^’ 
lajkhi asks Dharam Singh who re 
plies in till in gative 
ASl Dhaiam Singh says that while 
answt uni ipiestions relating to the 
possibilitv ot aims being smuggled 
into till PM s houst from Akbar 
Road and how many polici men were 
involved in the secuiitv at the Piime 
Minister s house, says that there 
were at anv given time, at least 15 
SAl tarbints and 2l levolvers in the 
compound and there weie also seven 
assistant lominissioneis of police 
(ACP) of whom three would be per 
sonal security otficeis of the Piime 
Minister 60 sub inspectors 45 in 
spectors and about 450 constables 
At this point Lekhi interrupts 
f “Theit art 118 officers and 450 con 
stables to protect a thi ee to foui acre 
area and only 25,000 constables for 
Delhi eyen a dicta‘or never had this 
amount of security ” 

All the while, the three accused 
listen with great attention, particu¬ 
larly Satwant Singh But when the 
sten gun with which he allegedly 
killed Mrs Gandhi is brought in, 
(covered in a white cloth with red 
seals), he sits up He begins writing 
and while the sten gun is being held 
up, he almost jumps up, pointing to 
some point on his right shoulder 
Theie is some confusion about the 
butt number, it is supposed to be 80, 
but It reads as 10 1 ekhi also picks up 
the gun and examines the locks at 
which point Satwant Singh, in a 
kesan turban (but with the same 
white bush shirt with a blue print) 
and the same Punjabi gold chappals 
as the previous day) begins to say. 
•‘Sir, woh tho ’ and the judge ges 
? tures towards him asking him to sit 
down 


InsMe a camp for riot victims In Delhi 


I he cross examination of toil i dib j 
Sukh Bir Singh who h.ui osm tl ‘ < 
SAF carbine to SatWM t i m i> i 
ress He says that the maganiu ofihi 
gun could fire 14 rounds and that 
when on automatic position it would 
not take more than four seconds to 
empty the carbine He also adds that 
a bullet which pierces the body could 
not travel farther than 80 feet 
Ths fourth witness, ACP Balram 


Nit)' 1*1 11 tilifs the 'tand He was 
lit ii'ii 1 I o uhniititd the body of 
I n) I I (,j)idhi on s* Oi' ib* i Duiing 
th' iioss examination liv Lekhi, the 
ACP says mat he leatned about the 
death ot the Prime Ministei at 10 am 
that day Outside Tihar Jail, the ACP 
says that he had made a mistake—it 
was at ten in the mia ning that he had 
only heard of the shooting and not of 
the death of Indira Gandhi 
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Jalhfdas' rwiM? )h.fir hands in '■npiMfrl nfSant Longowal at a meeliiiK in the Gitiden Temple 



Stoking the Fire 


,:';s threaten to nvsu/no their agitation 


Mniisti.*! Rdii\ Gandhi 
,ii i! rht Akali Dai president, 
San! Haicfitind Siti^jh Loti- 
jMWdi, art involved m a game 
‘ ol' pnbsii dei'-'t. While foi the last 
1 lu' oionth Sail! l.fingowal has been 
it’iH o('di\'saving tha! the Akali mor- 
■■ ,'h, 'aguiiiion) i;. eontinuing, the 
• ( ' :iru; Minister in a recent interview 
!.• a;i indepencK'ni British television 
,uiT!pa!n’ derhired that the govern- 
nicnt (.(add not gi'e anv nnife conces- 
f., I'a Akrtiis iitiiii thev with- 

, '1'ti: .cnaMon 
' ‘I ,11,0 I 'w ' in ;;ii,ii'ha is the 

I i '' t.'ii .in; '• ' ill. '■util IS iliai the 
^ A;, all', , 11 . I'.ur Miiolieil in any mor 
! i.'.M oi agitaiiiin ni Piirijab today 
i R ■acting to tiie levent statements of 
I Sant l..iiip,ovval and the Prime Minis- 
I let, Mtr. Kdjinder Kaur, president of 
1 the litri (women's) Akali Dal and 
i d.iuj;!iiej’ ot the legendary leader 
j Mastei l.ira Singh, remarked, “Ask 
Riiji. Gandhi what .igitation he is 


I talking about. There is no Akali 
1 tnotcha in Punjab today.” Her daugh- 
j ter Navjot, a journalist, said: “Im¬ 
agine, the worcha is being fought 



Sant Gongowal 


from the Golden Temple and hardly 
any Akali leader has been even visit¬ 
ing the place during the last few 
months.” 

The Akalis had launched their 
much publicised dharamyudh mor- 
cha for the acceptance of the party’s 
controversial Anandpur Sahib Re¬ 
solution in August 1982. It was 
started from the Golden Temple. The 
former Punjab chief minister, Par- 
kash Singh Badal, was the first senior 
Akali leader who courted arrest with 
over 2,000 party volunteers in Amrit¬ 
sar. Later, till the army action in the 
Golden Temple in June last year, the 
Akali Dal volunteers courted arrest, 
every day. That was, in fact, a symbo¬ 
lic way of carrying on the agitation 
from August 1982 till the time Opera¬ 
tion Bluestar was executed. 

With Operation Bluestar, the Akali 
morcha petered out. All the senior 
Akali leaders were thrown behind 
bars, and the second rung of the 
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piu^y leadership which took over 
command could not keep the morcha 
going, they could not get enough 
party volunteers to court arrest 
As part of their agitation the Akali 
Dal also gave calls for action prog 
rammes like the Rail Roko and Rasta 
Roko But after Operation Bluestar, 
the party has not given any such tall 
Sant Longowal insists that the mor 
chd IS still going on and will continue 
till all conditions like the release of 
Sikh army deserters and abolition of 
special courts art ati opted 
Will the Akalis now begin a fresh 
agitation in Punjab’ At a paity con 
vention on 8 July m Anandpur Sahib 
It was resolved that tht new action 
plan would be announced on 20 Au 
gust In the past six months the 
Akalis had often threatened to 
announce the paity s ne\s attion 
plan Soon after his rtleast Sam 
Longowal had declared that the par 
ty would revive its agitation 

T he media has now become the 
baitlegiound for the \kali agiia 
non Both the Akali'' ind the govern 
ment are using the media to pioicct 
I then resiled lie viewpoints Stn» 

I ments of Sant longowal and othci 
tmpoitant pirtv leadtis tnul i I'om 
inent plate in ntwspapti Dooida 
shan and Ah India Radio But the 
Akdli Itadcis have nothint ntv to 
sav rhe\ keep attacking the eoiern 
ment Their giitvancf iidtniands 
aie the coi einm< nt is pfsicutint 
the Sikhsvihoarc treated like second 
class tili/i ns in thi couniiv tel' 
aimj dtserteis abolish spi tu) 

I courts and ii least Sikhs vh in 
lails ihes ktep itpcating tin > i( 
mands ano the ntw^paptis miv e\ 
acerbate the issue Ovti ihi i ic'io 
and Doordarsh in Sint longowal 
talks of Hindu Sikh iinitv oiide 
I mning extremism indtiiioii in But 
he neve i forgets to add that the \kali 
moichd will continiu till then dt 
mands aie atcepttd The Pnme 
Ministci on the othti hind has bis 
“doors alwd\s open foi talks witl 
Akalis 

In all his interviews and pres 
conferences Rajiv Gandhi mtntioi 
that a solution to the Piinjah piobltin 
is just lound the coniei since ht 
feels that Sant 1 ongowal h is taken 
many positive steps rtcemlv to cie 
ate a congenial atmosphcit in Pun 
jab At his first press conference on 7 
July, after entering office in Novcm 
ber 1984, Rajiv Gandhi congratu 
lated the Akali chief for taking these 
steps The next day the Akali Dal 
president at a paitj convention at 
Anandpur Sahib reciprocated the 
PM’s “gesture” b\ putting forward 
two more conditions He also 
threatened to announce an action 
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‘Holding Elections 
Create Another 


Balwant Singh Hamoowalia, AkaH1^^(Lo^gwaI) 
secretary general, told SimiMY - 


• ’ 'x ■ 


Q * OiH‘S the Ak»li Dal propose to 
• start a fresh agitation? 

A; Our agitation has not stopped. 
So there is no question of starting a , 
fresh agitation. 

Q: At the AnaadpOr Sahib con* 
clave your party declared that an 
action plan would be announced on 
20 August. Do you propose to give a 
call for a Punjab baiidh or rasta 
roko as you had been doing in the 
past? 

A: Sant Longosval has appointed 
a five member committee to decide 
on the action plan to be announced 
on 20 August. The committee will 
submit its suggestions to the party 
president, who will take a final 
decision in this regard. 

Q: Sant Longowal says the Akali 
ntbrcha is continuing. The Prime 
Minister has urged the Akalis to 
call off the agitation. But the fact is 
that after the Jane 1984 army ac¬ 
tion in the Colden Temple, the 
Ak'ali dharamyudh morcha has- 
been suspended. 

A; I tnld you earlier that nothing 
was suspended. During the army 
action, Sant Longowal, who gave 
the call for the morcha, was 
arrested. Afterwards, the agitaiton 
has been continuing in otte form or 
another 

Q: What kmd of agitation are you 
running now? 


A: The party conventions and 
mass*coniact programmes are at! 
part of the morcha. 

Q: What are the party^s mpip 
dentaa^s now? - 

A: There are certain require¬ 
ments, not demands, which the gov¬ 
ernment ■ wi.ll have to fulfil to 
assuage the hurt feelings of the 
Sikhs. If these retpiiretnenfa, are 
fulfilled, the faith df the Sifeh*, 
which has been shaken, vnSi be 
strengthened. For example, a 
general, amnesty shbuld be granted 
for Sikh army men who mt the 
barracks in a fit of rage following 
the army-action in the Golden Tem¬ 
ple. Then the' government should 
abolish the special courts in Pun¬ 
jab, punish those guilty of rioting 
and give compensation to the vic¬ 
tims of the November riots im¬ 
mediately. As regards our de¬ 
mands, they are the same in the 
light of the Anandpur Sahib resolu¬ 
tion. 

Q: How do you sum up the Punjab 
situation today? 

A: The situation has been totally 
spoiled, both by the government 
and the Congress(I). Now there are 
accepted instances when terrorists 
were created, fed and patronised 
by the senior leaders of the ruling 
party. Look at the case of Gurinder 
Singh and his links with Sontokh 


Sin^ Randhawa, Hk.s any Althb; 
Leader been accused of protecting 
the terrorists? 

Qj The Prime Minister has m- 
ixphly stated that a solution to the 
puMjab problem is round the cor- 
, ner, Do you think so? 

A; We are surprised at the state-, 
inents of the Prime Minister. One 
day he says be is ready to accommo¬ 
date us to any extent and then tbb 
next day he puts up some condi¬ 
tions,. 

<?•• If elections are announced will 
the Akali Dal take part in them? 

, A; Announcing elections without 
solving the Punjab problem fwst 
will amount to creating another 
problem. Then it will re.sult in 
permanent bitterness. 

Q: What will be the mode if a 
fresh agitation is launched by the 
Akali Dal in Punjab in the near 
future? 

A: The Shiromani Akali Dal is 
committed to remain peaceful and 
non-violent. 

Q: Will you take along Baba 
Joginder Singh also in launching 
any fresh stir? 

A: We will ask all Punjabis to join 
us for pressing our demands. We 
W^ certainly ask Baba Joginder 
Singh too to extend his support to 
us. 

toten#Nwd Ay Smtjeev Gmur 
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|il HI oi 2'' Vurn I 

‘\(i)i(bij to polint (I obser'ofs 
thtii tit (hvit/tis ( h tnpe in Sant 
1 ni « ' t tni MS 1 \ IS th< RO\ 
ituTK II itii I hi u 1 (“ is« from lail 
1(111 I oii'lis hi k Rut Mi‘ Raiindtt 
Klin thinks otht HMSt Slu told Si N 

1 \ loriM'wil ( in 111 Ml hn<» rht j 

imt SI iiHt Hf kf f^ps IliKtiiitinp 
1 h It is I oiif o"<*l s dlstinit t( itiiii j 

S nil I < ri^ow »1 s (iitli h( wi vtl ' 
,i ( 1 th op nion th It thf ' I ill 

(hut Ills idoptod 1 (oni ilitroi\ post 
tir< t( wilds till ^ovirntni-nt hv 
hiipiiif- >11 iht thmu of Hindu Sikh 
units iiui idliissinf, lomt tonsen I 
tilt) ot liotli (immimitus tn Uttai 
Ri nil h H msthaii ind at some 


state intellit>«.nce otlitci said Rain 
(.andhi is killing I ongowal polii al 
ly by building him up I ongowal will 
lose his imagt in tht Sikh communitv 
il he IS 1 ongratulatt d In Raps (>an 
dhi whom thi con miiiniy hates foi 
obvious T' isons ’ 

Thttt IS no doubt th it the situation 
111 Puntab todIV is fluid Ttiioiist 
actnities have been uvived The 
itlempt on the lift of the I udhiana 
dislrut thief AP P inde v tht 

killing ot a point I oust ihle and a | 
politt informei in Artnitsu iiienth 
au tiist pointers to the i( niing I 
events But tht Ak ilis iit not at all | 
in iiiv position to tP'time then agtta 



On n Tulv ISSS Sant I ongowal 
lultd I 11 * immediate lesiimpnoti of 
talks with the government ot a r I 
luri' to noimahs in Puntab While 
dtelanng that ht would be t'lad to j 
set an end to the Puntab trisis ht i 
rittltred that he did not set my I 
piospett ot this IS the tomes ions 
annoumed b\ the government had 
not vet bten implemented bv them 
Normalcy could be restoied only | 
with the acceptance of his seven 
point ehaitei of deminds 

The d IV before eleven men of a 
Puntab battalion weie sentenced to 
rigorous imprisonment ranging from 
tout to 12 ytais after being found 
gmltv ef loining a muiiiiv in the | 
11 med tdices on 10 June last year 
The 11 tkserteis lormed pair of a 
band it Hf niriawavs who had fled 
from 1 Puniah hart ihon m the Pune 
sub ait 1 list veat Sant I ongowal 
des( tilled tht? sentences htndtd out 
to the trnn deserters in I’ltntab | 
unpist 

It M tiitiou) that while Sant Ion 
gowal now feels sufft'-ientlv conti 
dent to think ot taking iction’ 
against those leadei > who have 
toined Bab.i logindti Smgh group 
hi still finds It netpssatv to mateh 
them in keeping the tension line in 
Puntab W'hat is signilu mt to note 
heie IS that thi Sint cannot be | 
tin twill of the eonseepK ni(»s ol his | 
threatened ution plan In spite of 
tht PM s isscition that Puntab was 
moving close I towaids a s ilutioi 
aitiiallv till wis tat from true 

S>m/ee¥ G»ur, AmntMr 
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^ We do not Have Enough 
Good Judges” 

I <11 ni( I (Jiu'l 1)1 iht Sapicnn ( oiut V V (Uumcirachud told Kiilchp Navar 


Q Bi ton I isk \ou qiii", 
gfiom on tilt nidiiijty I 
UJDI \(>j to Ttll nit ,ih 
Mt o'lt voiii I nid iltnl', 

) plots ot l.itul \scrt pviich 
asi d on in iht n.imt ot m\ wilt tind 
on* til Iht name ot mv s m \\f au 
not Uiihiwa’la' Wt don t kn m 
uhi i( til' 'and'- ait fhei vm it 
ath f 1 1 IS! in« nis in sttti il 'nwsptp 
tis saMiiL that tarm lands vMtt lor 
siilo iht It vttit halt a do/t n adtti 
list mt Ills titr\ da\ and \m aw 
'ht in loi monihs Wt havt nti htiust 
wt halt no pi at itilnt anvwhtrt in 
tilt V 'lid 1111 todav 1 hast ntithtr 
ipp' i d till hou t no! .111 apai liTittit 
iiiMihiii Vlhtn tilt ■.! advtitise 
nitiiis appiiittf wt ihiiupht our 
.fonm ht>\ who was tan in law 
lolltH would tit pi If wiiif! I iw in 
I>f Ihi Ihii' was t\tiv ill liltL th il 
ht woilil tlilt down in Dtlhi V\ 
liad 11 > lion t ID Dtlhi So wt pinth 
istd ihtst two plot' But 1 lidvt 
lit' tr tt n Iht ni 

' As a itsnll ot thost itlviitist 
. mi lit an tstati apt nt and toui or 
iivt ptfiplt tame fhtv said Puith 
1st rlitst V\ t .iskidititwa lt^,alto 
pint hast iht ni lhe\snd Hundit-ils 
I 111 persons lit piuthasiiiR ihtm Ii 
1 vviiiod lit wront oil ni\ pan to iianit 
Iht .e pii>>ons Wli\ should 1 involvo 
ihtni-' \ i 1V liiuhh plated ptisons in 
tht po\t iiiiritnl- tlitii names wtii 
nit iiMout d It'ittrs of two oi ihrtt 
wtit .1* o shown Thev weie also 
pnithasinp iluit lands So why 
shoultl iht It ht aiiythinp illtpal-' 
Aliti ini|ii I It s with lilt Ian 1 dt pail 
im-iit ihtst I inti wtif putt* i t d 
in tut iiiti is inoiitiii till't land' 
wtrt pint hast d Ihtv (tht DDA) 
atquiitil tht lands Aftti tht lands 
weie attpiiied liiipation about these 
lands nt \ 11 wtnt to touri Then 
wen sonit tiiliti lanch whith wt-rt 
atqun d IS \idi apo in Dtlhi hut 
still no tonipi ns non was paid that 
litipation tint to tht Delhi High 
Couit In hat liuga'iun tht Delhi 
High t oun htil ill It if tht lands 
wtrt aiqinud ti >ni pin art persons 
loi public use vou mu*I at Itasl 
t,( mpeiisate them bv allotting 
altttniiivt' plots In that case tht 
ai^ument was thei should be guen 
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hurmtrt hat lusting V ( handraihud 

sonit I’hti plots Iht Delhi High 
( ouit laid th It il \ou atquire out 
at It gist 200 sqm in tsthange 
Ihtrtaltci iht atquiitng authorit> 
Dtlhi Devtlopmtni \uthoritv 
(DDA) wiou Itlltrs to all persons 
whose linds wire acquired Not to 
mi Not to u sptiialK 

Iht a lands weie m tht name of 
mv wilt and son and thev have 
nothing 1(1 do with It I own them M> 
on was 20 vtats oid, my wife has no 
mom V lot It Sht has never seived 
It Nwheit sht ht longs to a nitddlt- 
class tamilv so 'ht has no money lot 
all this Wc purchased this for Rs 
7.000 1 ath Now alter tht Delhi High 
Court gave the pidgement it is a 
totally iiritorint tit tl bait h of cases 
The DDA wiote Iciteis to all saving 
that It has bun aetidcd to give 
alteinative plots ot land to persons 
whose lands wt it acquired since the 
Delhi High Cot it had so decided 1 
would sa\ tiankh, we are looking 
fotwaid to gttting plots We thought 
we would build a house Now four 
vtats havt gone bv It was in 1980 
Q Hon much doti thit land mea 
suit ■' 


A I don’t know belitvt me I have 
not seen the aiea even Alter this we 
^have to go lot thi salt dtc d None of 
us went foi the sale dt t d I hi person 
who pure hast d the land needs to be 
present foi legistration Iht reg 
istrar sent us tlu tcitilitd salt dttd 
You will be surpnsi d to 1 now that 
unfortunaielv 1 tani iind the itili 
fiod deed or tht topus Mv Ittling is 
that 1 had sent them to iht DDA 1 
will itll vou why 1 St nt tht m to the 
DDA Ihtv atquntti rht land in 
1981 Within a yt ii altti Kquiiiiig 
tht land in 1982 iltti tin pidgi 
mt nit amt tht DDA wton It tu i !> 
dllptrsoni It w 1 ' p ihips liointiif 
land estate ollitu or somtthmg We 
received iht Ittttis sometime alter 
the ludgtment —.liltI two ot thite 
months Now mv itnitmcni tamt 
neat Wt asked tht DDA vihtn aie | 
you liktiv to givt us the plots and 
what will be tht piiteottho't plots’ 
They said ii will take eight to ten 
years lor us to gti these plots They 
said they had to toinplv with the 
High Court (udgement otheiwise 
they would hold them iii tonlempi of 
Lourt So what we have done is wc 
have written Itlltrs to people saying 
that we havt no land to offer to 
anyone They said. Hundreds ol peo 
pie purchased lands, we have no 
lands to give to anyone ’ So 1 asked, 
‘How arc you going to give us lands 
after eight or ten years’’ They said 
they have a plate called Vasantkunj, 
which is near Vasant Vihar, and ‘it 
will take another eight vears to de 
velop, after that it will be possible 
for us to give vouland ’ I said, ‘If you 
give us the plots after eight years 
what the hell we will do with those 
plots ’ After ten years 200 sq m will 
cost Rs five lakh This will be the 
market value after ten vears Today, 
it is Rs 1000—at Vasantkunj In two 
years it will be Rs two lakhs After 
ten years the market price will be 
live lakhs After all the High Court 
has not told us that the plots should 
be sold at the prevailing rates when 
lands are acquired So 1 said, ‘You 
will give us the plot at the cost of Rs 
five or six lakhs each 1 do not have 
lakhs of rupees Today if you give us 
the plot I cannot buy it ’ They said, ‘If 
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you do not want the plots, say so.’ We 
have written letteis to them which 
are on the records. I will show them 
to you. We have given up our rights 
to the plots. We gave up our rights to 
the plots in 1983-1984. They are 
useless fellows. Sunday magazine 
says that we will be given plots at a 
cost of three lakhs each which means 
the price of the two plots would be 
six lakhs. The market pnce would be 
35 lakhs. Therefore,the Chief Justice 
will make 30 lakhs. Now when will 
they give us the plots? They did not 
ask whether the Chief Justice has got 
Rs six lakhs to buy them. I want to 
show you the letters 1 wrote to the 
Prime Minister and the law minister 
•yesterday. .1 am going to retire on 
the 12th. 1 have no place to live in. 1 
belong to Bombay but I have no 
house there. We have been in Delhi, 
we have no place in Delhi. I will have 
to vacate this house in a month or so 
after 1 retire. We can retain the 
house for a month, maximum. They 
1 might make .some arrangements but 
aftci that we will have to move out of 
' 'his house. Alter the second month, 
■' would be Rs 10,000. That is 
,<.'!i a businessman will 
I .1 >/ 1'!, !•) afford it. So f have 

written letters to them; will you 
kindly see that some house is made 
available to us? Now 1 will tell you 
another thing. The DDA has prom¬ 
ised to give us a flat 1 said,‘lf you 
give us a flat it will be no more useful 
to us than these speculative theore¬ 
tical plots of land on which we will 
make Rs 35 lakhs. We do not want Rs 
35 lakhs. We do not have Rs six lakhs 
either. You should give us a plot 
within our means. They .said they can 
give us a plot at the prevailing rate— 
Rs two lakhs. I withdrew my provi¬ 
dent fund and paid that money. But 
the flats are not ready. 

Q- That must be very small then? 

A: But then you must have a place 
to live in. Now this is the position. We 
have given up our right. We have 
written to DDA expressly and specifi¬ 
cally mentioning that we have given 
up our rights to get the plots. So we 
are not going to get the plots. 

Q: Do you have any regrets? 

A: I tell you that I have no regrets 
in my life at all. I have never regret¬ 
ted that I did not make money be¬ 
cause nobody compelled me to be¬ 
come a judge. I did it because I liked 
it. I took great interest in my work. 1 
may have delivered wrong judge¬ 
ments, bad judgements, but that is 
not my regret. I tried to do whatever 
little good I could do. But my real 
regret is that if a Chief Justice of 
India is vested with certain adminis¬ 
trative powers, then he is compelled 
to exercise those powers in a certain 






way (by denying) false reports 
appearing against him in newspap¬ 
ers. And how do they distinguish 
between a politician and a Chief 
Justice or judge? It is the responsibil¬ 
ity of the press to protect the reputa¬ 
tion of a judge, I feel horrible (about 
allegations made in the Sunday re¬ 
port). Should somebody not have 
asked me about it? 

Q: Including.. 

A; Not even a telephone call came 
saying:this is what we have been 


0 .' Sir, looking back, you said very 
rightly that daring the course of 
your duties you have to face some 
unpleasant things, some kind of 
pressure indirectly. I do not know 
whether it is true or not, There is also 
a feeling that the government brings 
pressure on the Chief Justice. After 
all, you have to recommend some¬ 
body for judgeship, and so you go 
along ultimately. Am f wrong? 

A: No, I will say that the govem- 
znent brings no pressure with regard 
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informed or we want to ask you about 
this, your side of it. ff you do not 
want to say, we .shall say that we put 
it to you, but there was no comment. 

Q: Yes, J am quite sure. But this 
apart, your comment As on the falling 
standards. 

A: Yes, it is terrible when you 
pres.surise the Chief Justice of India 
(when I was in office). 1 am nobody. I 
will leave this institution, another 
gentleman will comi- This institution 
will go on. No ii’stitu',on will wait for 
an individual. But imagine, in the 
course of his administrative duties, 
the Chief Justice will have to do so 
many unpleasant things, and so many 
important things. I think this is the 
contempt of the highest kind. There 
is a judgement of the Supreme Court 
by Karlekar. which says, it you inter¬ 
fere with the administration of the 
court it is contempt (of court). The 
Constitution says it is contempt. I 
firmly take the view that no judge, 
especially the Chief Justice, should 
ever issue a contempt notice to the 
press or to anyone and 1 have never 
done it in my life, except once. 


to any appointment to the Supreme 
Court. But the government does sug- 
ge.st some names. I can tell you what 
Mrs Gandhi once said to me. She 
said, ‘If you do not agree with the 
suggestion made by us, then we will 
not appoint that person.’ She said, 
'We may have a grouse against you 
for not agreeing to the names sug 
gested, but we will respect your 
1 judgement in regard to appoint- 
iments. In these eight years not a 
! single appointment to which I did not 
agree has been made. Appointments 
which I opposed were not made. 
Names were recommended, names 
were strongly pressed. When I did 
not agree, those names were drop¬ 
ped. They were recommended again. 
I again opposed them and they were 
dropped. 

Q- After the judgement on the 
judges' case did you not feel weak? 

A: Of course, I did feel weak. My 
statements are yet to be explained. I 
will tell you why. You know these 
things very well. You will not allow 
us to utter anything in the house. It 
does not matter. We will not be 
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illowed because we are in a minor 
iiy But we wiJl allow you to do 
anything because we will go on 
shouting The government has a 
gieat powei of filibustering I will 
tell sou what happens I say this man 
must be appointed Chief Justice The 
government has got the power of 
appointing an acting Chief Justice 
The government says, ‘We are not 
doing anything against you But you 
see he dr serves to be appointed I,et 
us consider n ’ Now vou see, if that 
persoi’ IS kept as acting Chief Justice 
for sav, SIX months, eight months, one 
year, two years—acting Chief Jus 
rices have been kept in office for 
three years Now 1 find that the 
administration, the High Court is 
sulferitig grievously Then what do I 
do’ I have to give in 1 have to give in 
not because I knuckle undei the 
government’s pressure but in the 
inteiest of the institution Or else 
what happens is this supposing 
theie is no agteement between me 
and the govei nment on certain 
appointments to the Supreme Court, 
not to the High Couit, no appoint 
ments are made As 1 told, Mrs Gan 
dhi never overiuled me She said, 
\ ou are a verv expei lenced person 
how tan we overrule you’’ She said, 
believe me ‘What is voui interest’ 
r 01 whom are vou fighting’ Are you 
asking toi anything for youiselt’ You 
have not asked me make me this, 
make me that ’ She said Piobably 
vou have not seen the faces of these 
people foi whom you are fighting 1 
genuinely accept this because what 
vou are telling me is correct ’ But she 
use cl to sav, ‘Chief Justice you do not 
know rnv difficulties You aie a verv 
lucky person You hold a very high 
otlice I don’t There is nobody who 
can challenge voui authority Mv 
authniity is challenged by my party 
mt'ii every dav Mv partymen come 
and tell me that the Chief Justice 
wants that man to be appointed 1 
know vou have no politics m you But 
1 cm a political leader, I have to can v 
mv pariv with me 1 have to carry mv 
people with me I cannot displease 
mv own people My difficulties are 
political difficulties’ 

Q So c ou are leally dgaimr dll this 
But don't YOU think this phtdse 
dLtinf; Chiet Justice' is tenible^ 

A Yes teriible In Allahabad, 
Madhya Pradesh and Calcutta no 
appointments weie made for two 
seats three years Eventually, you 
do not know what to do in Maharash 
tia. there are 12 vacancies No 
appointments have been made for 
the last one vear Now everybody 
shouts that we do nothing' 

Q But vou have made recom 
menddfions 

3? " ~ “ 


A Everything has been tilled But 
wc don’t know where Now it ten 
vacancies arc not filled for sav, two 
years that means now you want 20 
people in plate of ten, because now 
for one year, ten people have not 
been functioning Now in such a 
situation, the C hief Justice of India is 
driven to anger You see, the govern 
ment has got every weapon in its 
hands It mav nor differ with you, but 
It may not agite with you So the 
vacancies arc kept unfilled 

y Whdt would sou suggest’' 
‘should there ht a time limit^ 

A .Personally I think the entire 
process of appointment of Justices 
should be democratised There 
should be a bodv which should sit 
and considei the suitability of the 
persons for appointment to the High 
Courts and tne Supreme Court This 
power should not rest in clandestine 
archives The C hief Justice of India 
mas have personal piepidices Why 
should he have si much weight’ Whs 
do WL not have an open discussion’ 
I el It he a kind ol loscd door meet 
ing with the ( hief Justice ol India 
and two more seniormost judges of 
the Suprt mi t ourt and the Chief 
Jusiue ol ihc High (ouit the con 
ceined duel ministei ot thc^ state 
and thi livv ministn of the Govern 
ment of India I el them meet and 
discuss the mattei openly loday 
what happens is that they tan make 



I am nobody. I will leave 
this institution, another 
gentleman will come. 
This institution will go 
on. No institution will 
wait for an individual. 


allegations that ht is ,i communist, 
he IS an RSS man In the Janata 
regime they used to sd> Do not 
appoint him, he is a Congress!Jj 
man ’ These allegations art mostly 
untiue 

Q I met Chief fustier ‘sikn, after 
the supersession of judges Ht saia 
he did not allow Justice Krishna Ivet 
to be appointed chief justice because 
of his commune's leanings 

A He went on record as saving so 
Krishna Iyer was one of our most 
learned judges one of the finest 
judges I hav'e seen But vou know 
before he came he was a communist 
He was better than so manv othe rs a 
dedicated judge, a judge with an 
ideal Today what happens is that 
some names are suggested 

Pvervthing is confidential One 
chief minister said I oppose him as 
the Chief justice of the H (h C ourt 
because this man belongs to a par 
ricular rnmmuniis and if he is 
appointed the balatui between the 
eommunities will b* upset Put 1 
made a \ c rs sri ong minute and I s w* 
that once sou intiodui e these 
seivdtions foi the higher i isre i 
can undeistind that h is e sche 
doled caste vou appoint him But 1 
cannot understand that there are 
seven oi so highei ca'tes erd he 
belongs to one of them and we do not 
want him—it could be the end ot all 
independence But sou know in spite 
of the chief ministei s opposing the 
name that man was appointed 

Q But how do vou react to these 
transfers’ 

A Well mv stews on nansftrs are 
widely known I make speeches on 
them At the ( hit! Justices contei 
ence I made a spee ch on this copies 
of which have been sent to the gos 
ernment The government knows of 
mv views too well I firmlv take the 
view that the power be vested with 
the Chief Justice I have had the 
advantage of being the Chief Justice 
for a long time There is a certain 
understanding between me and the 
government But unforninatels our 
tradition or lustorv is that people 
become Chief Justices for a year 
year and a halt or two yeai s Within 
a year or a year and a half vou do not 
develop, you are not understood 
They do not know what is in your 
mind I had a long time so thev know 
that I am genuinely opposed to trans 
fers I have told them I am opposed to 
transfers They did not transfer a 
single High Court judge during ms 
tenui e 

Q But thev tiansferred Chief Jus 
rices 

A After the judgement on the 
judges case, not before 

Q But don't vou think that some 
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bods should ihdlengt this ludge 
went 

A I nuMjt think tliat ha\mg out 
suit ( lut t Iirsiut s has two sides The 
good side ind the had sid( As a 
( hill lustui (it India I cannot deny 
that sonu (Ini (dstitts ol the Hiph 
((nuts )ia\t III bi iianstened lean 
not dtnv that In lust this an not 
tuiutioninp pi ipi rls Iheit att fat 
•ions in tilt High C onus miongst the 
\udgLs Then tilt pnwir also IS auto 
mitiiallv tinidtd into lactions 
IhiH an lui 1 Klions in the Supreme 
t oni t loi'uiiatils Wt ait 18 
I |u li,ts) litii V\t tnti t t very day in 
lilt Chill liistiti s (hambtr htfoie 
\si HI ti our nsptttiM ehambeis 
Ol I t its lit fivtd And ihtn is an 
dtl\ mt 11 will 11 vou dntuss among 
toil l\i ol imet It 1(120 am 
t 11 \ ii I 'll nit t ting in the t ham 
liii (I ill C Inti Justitt produtes 
till I hip C\t t ilk it this thing and 
til It iht I isL ;.( 1(1 oiii lespectivi 
emits !• I diitcs mult 1 tanding 
nid ( n^ iisnndti t Hidings 

Blit II lit Ho 1 tonit bttdiiSLof 
tht nil mi I •lits don I niitl In iht 
Bonili IS Hull ( lint 'ht it wai a 
gloiii I nail i( ol 100 St m-- vshin 
ill ihi t li I s II I It h( Chitf lus 
lilt It 1 ill I I i 10 f im Iht High 
Cl ml il IP IS till one o tint k 

I in 1 I 11 II ill ihi pulgts doll t 
tirtu 1 ( Out linn; is that tht 
nuinlu 1 li s 1) toiiit nnisitlds They 
vstit 1' \ s i'll s lit •40 You know 
till vsas I) nil nit ilit ik on good 
bt his Kill 1 1 piinttualits They 
V til III I ( It (luiitii to twelve 
vsliith iiii I is ivbodv ha-- ti be 
pinitlni il ) inittnalitv has now 
I out Indii. li ni t su tdl 1 pm at 
High ( ontt Hus nsi btloit the 
time In Hit itttss lilt s don t want to 
tomt bit! till hiltanhoui or 4'> 
minitits Ihiiti a trtmtndous lall 
in saints I lieu lu both plus and 
minus point 

But LiritorruiiaU ly thiit have 
been lactions t isiii isi not ideahsti 
t-allv, but ideologically If there are 
itUoloiiital fattioiis I tan undei 
stand 1 tan understand somebody 
lighting with D A Desai You are 
di tiding (vtrs t ise in favoui of 
tenant It u nonstnse And Desai 
would apprti late it Ideological fat 
tions aic not factions, they ate only 
diffeientes They can till be veiy 
good fiitnds But ditltientes based 
on caste ■* At the risk ol unpropiiety, 1 
will nicniion one High <• ouii specifi 
cdlly the High Couit of Rajasthan, 
which has been destioved by caste 
ism Ihere an Brihmms Aggarwals, 
etc Tht High C mm of Allahabad 
too is totalis taste ridden 1 will cite 
111 iiirtusting instance Ihts didn't 
want Satish C haiidia He is an Aggar 


wal Now the Khaistyas want 
Brahmins They came to me in a 
group of hundred They said, ‘Satish 
Chandra is no good, transfer him ’ I 
said, ‘So long as you are agitating 
I against Satish Chandra I will not 
agree to transfer him ’ They said, 
‘You are the authority to appoint the 
I Chief lustices ’ I said, ‘I cannot 
agree You suspend the agitation I 
will decide coolly and let you know 
what 1 have decided and 1 will lake 
I up the matter with the government 
as orders will have to be passed by 
the government I tan only make 
re* ommendations ’ I told this group, 
‘All '■ight, if Justice Satish Chandra is 
I transferred, the next seniormost pet 
I son. Justice Yasodanand, will be 
, come the Chief Justice Now among 
the group were Brahmins and Khais 
tvas fhev said, ‘Yes, Yes, Yasoda 
nandan can become Chief Justice 
They all went away Within ten mi 
nufes this group of Brahmin lawyers 
tamt batk They said, “No Yasoda 
nandan This Khaistya will nun the 
tourt Keep Satish Chandra Don l 
transfer him ” In fact, if there is a 
Brahmin Chief Justice, the Khaistyas 
and Aggarwals join hand<( and it 
there is an Aggarwal Chief Justice, 
the Brahmins and Khaistvas join 
hands 

In these courts which ate caste 
ridden transfers become necessary— 
not because the Chief Justice is bad, 
but because he is unable to function 
Iherefore, it is for the Chief Justice 



No judge should join 
politics after 
retirement, and a Chief 


of India to see if the transfer is 
required The transfer must be in the 
interest of the High Court What can 
poor Satish Chandra do’’ He is an 
able judge, such a nice judge He is 
helpless He is the seniormost judge 
in the country today 

Q Has the experiment of sending a 
judge from one state to another 
j yielded the desired result^ 

' A I cannot succeed 1 will tell you 
why I can tell with facts and figures 
that this can never succeed You 
know, very few people are also lucky 
enough as 1 have been I have been 
there loi a long tenure It is a matter 
of luck It IS not the greatness of the 
I judges, individual judges 
I Q Has your tenure been the 
longest ^ 

I A I have been there the loruest 
I The next longest tenure was of Jus¬ 
tice B P Sinha And there have been 
Chief Justices for 20,30 or 40 days 
Justice Shah was Chief Justice for 40 
days out of which 15 days were 
holidays toi Christmas So he was 
I Chief Justice viitually for 25 days. 

What can one do as Chief Justice for 
' 25 days The days are spent just in 
welcoming and giving farewells 
Now you know the tenure of Chief 
Justices IS two or three years—m the | 
High Courts also lake, for instance, 
Maharashria, which is not as big as 
Madhya Pradesh, Bihai or UP You 
might ask whv Maharashtra, bet ause 
I know Mahaiashtra Iheie are 38 
districts in Maharashtia Now the 
Chief Justice has two years to go 
When will he come to know the 
district justices’ When will he visit 
these districts’ When will he listen to 
the gnevances of the subordinate 
judges’ And when will he know the 
bar’ You know kuldip, it is a play, of 
human failuics human charactens 
tics Now the good point of transfer 
ting a Chu f Justii c is that if one is an 
outsider, he has no prejudices He 
will have a fresh mind and concen 
trate on his work Now what happens, 
you knovi He finds himself such a 
total stranger that he will have to 
rely on son < body But an active 
judge learns to make him depend on 
him 

It all depends on who grabs the 
new Chief Justice He knows nothing 
about the court I was mentioning 
caste People don’t know my caste I 
am a Brahmin Now you transfer a 
Brahmin Chief Justice to another 
High Court because he is not able to 
function effectively due to casteism. 
The problem of casteism exists there 
also Now the Brahmin Chief Justi''e 
does not cease to be a Biahmin 
• ' ihtia So 

1 ui iicly you 


(ummiY I tut Mi 


CONVERSATION 



Zall Singh being sworn in as President by Chief JuMice V. V. ('handrachud in 1982 


will have to depend on the human 
element and the integrity of indi¬ 
viduals. And if you don’t get persons 
of integrity to head this institution, 
then transfers are no effective solu¬ 
tion to administrative ills. On the 
contrary you send a man who does 
not know the language spoken in the 
state. 

Q: Now would you suggest that the 
judgement in the judges case should 
be received? 

A: I have an opinion that the 
judgement delivered in the Supreme 
Court in the judges case—I am 
saying this with great respect and 
more as a citizen than as the Chief 
Justice, who has seen the imple¬ 
mentation, working of this judge¬ 
ment—requires to be reviewed in 
two respects. One is, the authority of 
the Chief Justice of India has been 
unjustifiably diluted by the judge¬ 
ment. And secondly, the privilege to 
documents, the decision on the pri¬ 
vilege has to be reconsidered. Today 
all notings are required to be made 
public. 

Q » Do you think the Keshavanand 
*Bharaticase also needs to be 
looked into? 

A: I thiak I was in the minority in 
that case. 1 think the majority jddge- 
ment is correct. I was iii the group of 
six to seven judges. Those seven 
judges said that no amendment 
should be allowed to be made. And I 
think that judgement has served a 


great purpose. And that judgement | 
will ultimately be the greatest | 
saviour of democracy in this country ! 

Q: Another aspect which you have ' 
mentioned is that, justice delayed is \ 
justice denied. What do you think i 
should be done about rhearreaisof I 
cases pending? At one time you said i 
that there should be only one avenue i 
for appeal. \ 

A: The first thing that should be | 
done is to reduce the (numbet of) j 
appeals. But it has to be a package i 
improvement. Now if you reduce the | 
number of appeals, we must change ; 
the whole system. For example, in j 
the district court, two judges may I 
decide an appeal. This will have no j 
further appeal. Now I am saying a ■ 
very unpalatable thing. The sub- i 
ordinate judiciary is no longer im- I 
mune to criticism on the ground of i 
integrity as it was ten years back I ■ 
am not saying that the allegations j 
made against them are true, or justi¬ 
fied. But it is unfortunate that people 
are now talking openly, which never 
happened ten years back. 

Then the second is that we do not 
have enough judges. Or 1 will say we 
do not have enough good judges. 
That is because the conditions of 
service are unrealistic. Now you can¬ 
not increase the salary of judges. It 
will have to be commensurate with 
the earnings of the members of the 
bar, who earn lakhs of rupees. You 
cannot pay lakhs of rupees to the 
judges. After ai; we are not an , 


affluent country. So we cannot in¬ 
crease their salaries to astronomical 
levels. But there are numerous other 
ways. For example, giving them some 
fringe benefits, or increasing pension 
or seeing if the predicament in which* 

I am myself (I have no house). 

Q: Also there is this proposal to 
have 30 Supreme Court judges. Do 
you approve of it? 

A: I think the idea is to amend the 
Bill so as to have 30 judges. 1 do not 
think the idea is to appoint ten more 
immediately but as and when neces¬ 
sary. Because this building can take 
seven more judges. Not more than 
that. There are two more courtrooms, 
with seven chambers. Only seven 
more can be accommodated. There is 
no further place available. 

Kuldip, there is another pro- i 
iiouncement. That is, the Chief jus- ! 
tice of India should nor accept any | 
public assignment, any government I 
assignment, immediately after re- j 
tiiement. My thesis is that there j 
should be a reasonable break with j 
the pasi People think that there )s a ; 
quid pro quo m the appointment that \ 
is involved What people think is ; 
importatif bec.nise the image of | 
judges IS iiiinoi'ijint Whai people | 
think mav not he true, bur you mu.st | 
respect vvliai people thiiil- That is ' 
why I say that criticism in the news- 1 
papers should not be muffled. But ' 
the person must be given a chance to ; 
e.vplain. The judges are entitled to j 
some share in it When others' grie- I 
vances are highlighted, why should I 
the nidges be deprived of their i 
chance of expressing themselves, i 
too? i 

Q Would you then say that judges 
should not join politics after retire’ 
went? 

A; Personally I think no judge 
should join politics after retirement, 
and a Chief Justice, never. i 

Q; I said that because, one disting¬ 
uished member of the Bombay High 
Court, M.C. Chagla, became a politi¬ 
cian. 

A- Well, Chagla was criticised by 
Motilal Setalvad on this point. And i 
Chagla was a parry to the Law Com¬ 
mission report where it was express¬ 
ly stated that no judge should accept 
political assignment. Motilal Setal¬ 
vad in his autobiography says that 
before the ink had dried Chagla 
accepted this assignment. But 1 also 
want to make a clarification. See, 
this is the point in accepting any 
assignment. T'his should be limited to 
the Chief Justice of India, and Chief 
Justices of High Courts, not to the 
judges, because the judges do not 
come "t* • f- intaci v-ith ' gro'ern- 
ments 
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Mai\Jecl Kaur: controversial debut 


M anjeer Ka ur, a re¬ 
latively unknown 
starlet, has created quite a 
flutter: her debut in Mirza 
brothers’ Mtsaal has be¬ 
come the talk of the indus¬ 
try. Reason: in the course 
of the film, she kisses the 
hero. But Manjeet is not 
too pleased with all this 
attention on her. She says, 
“It was basically a roman¬ 
tic song and 1 was not told 
anything about the kiss. I 
would never have done it 
otherwise. The song was 
being shot and suddenly 
the hero grabbed and kis¬ 
sed me. T was stunned. For 
a few moments, I didn’t 
know what had happened. 
My mother who was there 
with me was shocked. But I 
couldn’t do anything after 
the scene was shot.” 

I t looks like Salma Agba 
is nearing the end of the 
road as far as her film 
career is concerned. Sal- 
ma: the film in which she 
played the title role and 
on whidi she depended so 
heavily to give her career 
a boost, has bombed at the 
box-office. Now, Salma has 


just one film on the floor, 
Oonche Log, and here too 
she has been facing a few 
problems: she had a big 
tiff with the film’s hero, 
Rajesh Khanna. Her 
career as a singer has also 
not yet taken off—^the re- 
'cord which features her 
and Anil Kapoor has not 
been released. While Anil 
dismissed all talk of their 
romance as “nonsense” 
her affair with shipping 
tycoon Mahmud Sipra, 
who had planned to launch 
a number of films, is an old 
story now. 

fter a much talked- 
about affair, Zeenat 
Amaa and Mazbar Khan 
seem to have set the film 
industry agog with 
rumours about their secret 
marriage and honeymoon 
in Mahabalesbwar. But the 
couple stoutly deny it, 
even though their friends 
are still taking about the 
event. Ever since then, 
Zeenat seems to be avoid¬ 
ing the glare of publicity 
while Mazhar looks deso¬ 
late. It is learnt that his 
wife Rubiaaa has walked 



out on him and even filed 
her papers for divorce. 
Mazhar, on the other hand, 
claims that his “affair” 
with Zeenat is a thing of 
the past. He even says that 
his fling has ruined his 
career and his home. “I 
swear I have not married 
Zeenat nor do I have any 
intention of doing so. Troe 
we were very good friends 
but that was kU. I don’t 
know how and why I got 
into this whole thing. I was 
happy without it" says a 
repentant Mazhar. 

aj Babbar created 
quite a stir and panic 
when he decided to walk 
out of one of his films 
being directed by Yasb 
Choima‘s auisunts. The 
provocation: one of the 
unit members had made a 
remark about Snu'ra PatU, 
the leading lady of the 
film and the woman in 
Raj’s life. 

Apolo^es and pleas had 
no et'fect on Raj until two 
days later, when the senior 


unit members finally per¬ 
suaded him to return to 
the sets. The producers 
lost a lot of money because 
of Raj’s tantrums but his 
eventual return was 
greeted with a lot relief. 

R omance seems to have 
spilled over from the 
sets and into the lives of 
singer-actress Anita Red¬ 
dy and Telugu actor 
Suresh. From studios and 
garish sets, the couple 
have taken a big leap to 
the marriage altar. 

Y et another couple has 
divorced. This rime it 
is Pratap Potben and 
Radhika. MThUe some in¬ 
sist that It was Radhika 
who was responsible for 
the split, others say that 
Pratap was too easy-going. 
Meanwhile, Radhika says, 
she will continue to re¬ 
main “friends” with Pra 
tap but will never again 
marry, as marriage cramps 
her Itfestyle and makes 
her feel claustrophobic. 



SmhaPatil; apple of Rat Babbar’scye 
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Dol Kola Kendra 
Vadodara Gojorar 


7 


1964 Anup Kumor Dose 

Cbicutta l>K3f & Dumb School Cokutra West Dengol 


Your child could be o winner! 



If's easy! It's fun! 

Rs. 1,50,000 in prizes must be won! 
lus Rs. 1000 Come! Art Award for the 
best overall entry. 


Last date: September 30, 1985 





cotpuft omfm’is 



Every year, for the lost three yeors, 
lakhs of children hove porficipoied 
with drawings ond pointings... for 
otrrocnve prizes In the fun-rosfic All 
Indio Cornel Colour Contests held or 
City Store ond Nonoixjl levels 

Your child could be o winner For he 
IS compering with children of his own 
age, grouped by the ctosses they ore 
studying in So we hove six groups 
from kindergatren to Srd X with o 
special group for hondicopped 
children 

Encouroge your child to draw and 
point The exercise will help him in 
mony ways Qecouse they coll foi 
close coordinonon of bond eyes 
ond mind, drawing and pointing will 
moke his hand more deft his eyes 
sure ond help him concentrate All 
this will moke him o better student 

For further detoils, vwite to: 

Publicity Deportment 
Comlin Pvr Ltd 
Aft Morenol Division 
Comlin House J D Nogor 
Andhen (E) Bombay 400 059 
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COmd colours Q child's imoginotion 



Make idlis easity-even if 
you've never made them before- 
with the Hawkins idli stand and cockier! 


Cook delicious fluffy idlis in 
6 minutes! 

With the Hawkins idli stand in a 
Hawkins pressure cooker delicious idlis 
are no bother-even if you’re a beginner! 
Complete instructions for idli mixture, 
sambnar and chutney are on the carton 
itself. Four sizes are available - for 12, 
18. 24 and 63 idlis. These sizes match 
Hawkins pressure cookers of sizes5, 
6.5,10 and 22 litre respectively. 

Give your family a tasty, nutritious 
snack at home! 

Extra Care at Every Stage from 
Design to Delivery 

The Hawkins pressure cooker 
des^. 

* stops lid opening until safe 

* locates, safety valve for greater safety 

* makes gasket last longer 

* gives faster cooking 

Selection and inspection of 
materials, every stage of manufacture, 
packaging and transport, all receive 
extra care in Hawkins. That’s how you 
get the finest cooker! 


Free Service and Genuine Parts 

Only Hawkins offers free service at 
147 Authorised Service Centres all over 
India. Prompt attention, genuine spare 
parts and trained mechanics are yours to 
command, //you ever need them! 
Greater Economy & 
Convenience - from 38 Models! 

Cookers In ten sizes from 2 to 
22 litre. Smaller sizes are ideal for 
newlyweds and special diets for babies 
or the elderly. Larqer sizes save money 
in joint families and celebrations. 


,,,, Ldjijw ^ \J . Initial payment Rs. 90 (balance in six 

monthly in^ments) under the Hawkins 
'w Authorised Hire Purchase Scheme. For 

W H W * ^ Dealers’ addresses or other information. 

grv wiite:Hau4(insDept.218.P.O. Box6481, 

riaWKlIIS __ 

AfaglmrailTndeMiXi. ClSHCowrtgNbylViwinCciolim 

Pressure Cook^ns tAp^w0T«j.M-kP««.p»di«, 

The safest, fastestu^ to tasty iood» 


Cookers (4 to 22 litre) come 
without or with separators u^ich enable 
you to cook two to four dishes at a time. 
Cookers (5 to 12 litre) are also available 
with stainless steel Separators. 

Cookers (4 and 5 Htre) are available 
in the new jewel-grey VSimt finish 
which combines ;4uick heating with 
durable beauty. Ine new Hawkins 
Futurain MnUNT’* has extra convenience 
features. 5 litre is also available In stainless 
steel. 

Cookers (4 to 8 litre) are available in 
standard base or 6.3 mm ^ick heavy base 
which is ideal for frying before pressure 
cooking. 

Hawkins Pressure Cookers on 
Hire Purchase or Cash Discount 

Initial payment Rs. 90 (balance in six 
monthly in^ments) under the Hawkins 
Authorised Hire Purchase Scheme. For 
Dealers’ addresses or other information. 
wtite:Hau4(insDept.218.P.O. Box 6481, 
Bombay 400016. 

« faemrad TnW liM>. e IMS Cowi«M ty Coolim 

feApytmoUi 0TndtMiNt.PkMiPiiidkw. 


INVESTIGATION 


NCCF: A Haven of 
Corruption 

Underhand deals ivorth lakhs of rupoes are ripping apart :i premier 
consumer's cooperative, reports llardev Singh 


No quarter will be given to the 
corrupt, the lazy, the inefficient 

— Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in an 
address to the nation, broadcast on 
12 November 1984 

I n the case of the National Coop¬ 
erative Consumers’ Federation 
of India Ltd (NCCF) however, 
the Prime Minister’s writ does 
not run This apex body of coopera 
lives, whicli was supposed to have 
taken the consumer movement in the 
country to great heights, is today 
bogged uown in scandal and con¬ 
troversy The very ills which the PM 
swore to work against—coriuption, 
sloth and inelficiency—are the hall¬ 
marks of the organisation And the 
culprits continue to gel away with 
their misdeeds. 

1-or one thing, the fedeialion is 
ridden with factions. For another, a 
number of corrupt officials and their 
friends have lined their pockets .it 
the expense of the NCCF, some of 
ithem through dubious deals involv 
mg crores of rupees. The CBl is now 
investigating at least two such,deals 
Among the most notorious deals— 
those which have raised objections 
both within the NCCF and outside 
and caused losses amounting to lakhs 
of rupee' for the federation (which is 
making a meagre profit on paper 
only)—several draw attention 

• The supply of Rs 38 crores worth 
of pul.ses to the Food Corporation of 
fndia. , 

• The sale ot 70,000 quintals of 
gram whole to private parties in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

• The supply of cereals worth Rs 
4..') crores to the Calcutta Police. 

• The purchase and sale of subsi¬ 
dised handloom items. 

• The export of rice worth Rs 5 
crores from Kandla and 

• The irregularity' in the sale of 
imported dry fruits. 

These deals were entered into at 
various stage'- '' the last three or 
four years, u iie of them has 
been settled yet Those who were 


involved in the bungling, with the 
exception of one officer, are still with 
the federation. They are there be¬ 
cause, according to informed 
sources, they are being shielded by 
none other than the president of the 
federation, R.C-. Tiwan. 

Tiwari IS an ex-MP (he failed to get 
a ticket in the last Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tions) and a former minister in the 
Madhya Pradesh government. He has 
been for decades, attached to the 
consumer cooperatives. Tiwan was 
elected president on 27 April, 198.3. 
He was nominated to the NCCF by 
Nafed, where he was a director. The 
directorship in Nafed was a nomina¬ 
tion ironi the Markled in Madhya 
Pradesh. According to the NCCF 
bvlaws. a diiccior on its board holds 
the post as long as the primary state 
institution (in this case the M.P. 
Murkfed) does not withdraw it 

Tiwan lost the election to the M.P. 
Markfed sometime in June last year. 
But the information regaidiiig the 
withdiawa! ol his nomination irom 
Nafed did not reach Delhi nil March 
this yeai. Even though everybody 
knew that actually the president was 
illegally continuing in the post, there 


[ Tfee financial position of 
[ t|»e NCCF la the latest 
! halaa^e i^eet has 
beeome worse. Tihe 
I federation is sup^se<l 
to he rowing aloss of Its 
75 lahM- At the meeting 
to fi^iise accoants,! a 





was nothing, which NCCF could do. 
The rules did not allow them to seek 
information about the status of a 
nominee. When the letter from Mark- 
fed reached Nafed, and was dispatch¬ 
ed to NCCF within ten days, reach,ng 
the acting managing director, S. 
Ganesan on 20 March, an order ter¬ 
minating the presidentship of Tiwari 
was issued. At the same time notice 
was issued for the election of another 
president at the next board meeting 
called on 9 April 1985. Tiwari, of 
course, was not invited. 

But diiectors who went to attend 
the meeting were surprised to find 
Tiwari sitting on the president’s 
chair. Commotion followed. The 
members wanted to know how a man 
whose post had been terminated 
could attend the meeting. At this 
suggestion, Tiwari showed them an 
order from the MP High Court dated 
8 April which had stayed the opera¬ 
tion of the directive lenninaiing his 
presidentship. The members were 
surprised They asked the MD to 
seek the opinion of the attorney 
general, K. Parasaran, who said on 14 
April that “the order of the court has 
to operate." He recommended that 
the fact that Tiwari did not repre.sent 
Nafed on the board of NCCF from 20 
March had to be brought to the 
attention of the court and suitable 
vanatum/modificafion/vacation of 
the order had to be sought. 

All attorney, V.K. Tankha, was en¬ 
gaged in consultation with the NCCF 
legal adviser, V.P. Singh Tankha 
said that he would seek clarification 
from the High Court by moving an 
application for vacation of the stay. 
Later Tiwari would say that this 
meant going beyond the authority 
granted by the board because during 
the meeting no decision had been 
taken to file a case. 

Also, in the agenda of the meeting 
ol the board of directors on 14 June 
1985 the legal adviser of NCCF gave 
the opinion that the stay order with 
the Jabalpur High Court had been 
obtained by Mr Tiwari by “mo, (not¬ 
ing bylaw 34 (iv) of Nafed by deleting 




FNM Snc.AlION 


I list s<iiivnt<. In the beginning 
pioplt II NCCl did not teel that 
Iit\ni would oiu dav ptesidt otei 
tiu Mt h ol Loiiuption that NCCh was 
10 bttoiiu In tail it was Tiwan who 
wiotc on August 198^ to S V M 
liipathi loint setuiaiv minisirv of 
citil supplus that theie wert com 
pi lints against lout olticeis of NC (1 
iiid lit was getting the matttr in 
quiitd into lit said that the iiiqunv 
would bt completed within two 
months 


Y et mole tinn it) months base 
elapsed siiui that Utlii was 
issued and nothing miiih his tome 
out of tht iiutiiin No attioii was 
taken In an intt it it v\,Mi 1 iwaii said 
the leitei was sent in 1984 It was 
attualh in 198 5 asmentionid above 
Those 111 tht know said that Iiwari I 
had struck a deal The ollittis wiit 
ten about wtte RB Singh itgional 
m inagt I (ttntial IN (.hakravi v 
iLgional nianagti it ist) RS I all 
legional managet iwest) and 1 1 


I 
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Adhikan, controller of accounts and 
finance Here is a list of the allega 
turns against these four officers, as 
detailed in the president’s letter 
RB SINGH 

• During the period 1979 80 when he 
was working as branch manager De 
Ihi large scale indiscriminate sup 
plies of HMP watches worth over Rs 
80 lakhs were made to a primary 
stole Pahari Dhiiaj The watches 
should have been sold to super barar 
Ol wholesale stores for better dis 
tribution The result was that the 
primary store was selling away such 
low priced watches to private parties, 
defeating the entire policy of dts 
tribution at fair price to consumers 
through coopeiatives There was an 
allegation that Singh was involved in 
a wiong deal” in this regard 

• ■When Singh was branch manager 
and regional managet at Kanpur 
serious complaints were rcctived 
against him tor indisctiminate supp 
Iv of /anara dhotis to a stoie (again 
Pahaii Dhirai of Delhi) He worked 
tn league with the representatives of 
the tore 

• 1 he Kanpui braneh purchased Ta 
gore bland mustard oil from Jaipur 
at Rs 1080 per ({uintal on 29 April 
1982 and 27 April 1982 wherea the 
market price prevailing then tot the 
oil in Idipur was ranging between Rs 
980 and Rs 1,000 only Singh did not 
consult the Jaipur branch for this 
transaction which was the normal 
piai tice and the payment was made 
at Kanpur for the consignment, in 
stead of drawing a hundi on tht 
branch 

• As legional manager (central) he 
was instrumental in making indiscri 
minatc supplies of 2,900 bales of 
jandt,! handloom products worth 
over Rs 25 lakhs to five primary 
stores in Delhi from February 1981 to 
May 1983 This was done in vtolation 
of the NCCr polity which stipulates 
that permission of the concerned 
registrar should have been obtained 
lor such a diiect supply of subsidised 
cloth I he registrar, Delhi and the 
CBI wet e eondueting an inquiry into 
this, Tiwaii told the joint secretary 


JN CIIAKRAVORTY 
• An amount of Rs 49 55 lakhs ts 
outstanding from the state ot West 
Bengal Cooperative Consumers’ Fed 
eration as on 30 April 1983 This is 
mainly on account of supply of janata 
cloth (handloom) to the federation 
by the Calcutta branch of NCCF The 
state federation disputed this ba 
lance and •^tated that it had not 
plated film older for these goods 
Out ot the total amount, Rs 2 77 
lakhs worth of goods supphedby the 
Kanpur branch t rt reported to be 
still in transit 
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• An amount at Rs 24 19 lakhs is 
outstanding tiom Manipui wholesale 
stoies to the (.aUiittn NCCh bianth 
as on 30 Apiil 1981 The riatispoit 
documents ot edible oil aie Icing 
cvith the blanch but the goods liace 
already been deliceied to a piicate 
pairs to be tiansteiied to Imphal 
NCCl IS heacilv losing inteiest on 
this The legional manager was caie 
less in this tiansaction 

• Chaktacoitv without getting the 
appiocal ot the head oftice enteied 
into an agieemeni with the Calcutta 
police store for supply of groceries to 
be puichased tiom a paiticulai paitv 
at a fixed rate The agreement pio 
\ ided foi no tendei s foi fixing up the 
supplit r The lesult was that the 

I regional manager had assisted a pri 
cate paitc against the inteicsi ot 
NCCl consumei sioies (who were 
earliei supplying the gtoceries) and 
the membets of the stores 

• Non controlled textiles woith Rs 
1 9]croiesweie supplied to caiious 
(oopeidtice societies in the eistein 
legio' 111 1982 83 but this imount 
had not gone into the cash book of 
these socieiies Jhe (hallaii number 
and iiuoict number do nor contain 
the (.IR number and the mode of 
transportation Similatly confis 
rated goods worth Rs 82 lakhs had 
been supplied from the C alcutta 
blanch of NCCF to various coopeia 
tiM societios in the eastern legion 
and the transaction had not been 
entered in then cash book The in 
voices and challan numbeis do not 
contain the GTR number and mode 
of tiansportation Fvidentlv, these 

^goods have been sold to private par 

^ties in the name of coopeiatne 
societies This is a serious irregulai 
itv which proves the branch s com 
plicitv in this clandestine transac 
tion 

RSLALL 

• During nSO 81, NCCF had 
obtained firm orders for export of 
4‘>,000 tonnes ot iice But that year 
only 39,363 tonnes could be shipped 
from Kandla port Because NCCF did 
not have any export quota lor the 
next year they wrote to the govern 
mem of India to permit export of the 
balance quantity This information 
that the NCCF had requested for 
permission was passed on bv some 
one in the Bombay regional office to 
a private party The private party 
then clandestinely exported 11,000 
tonnes of nee by 9 March 1982 
through Bombay and Kakinada ports 
in the name of NCCF If the Bombay 

.officials of NCCI had not collabo 

f rated with the private party, the 
party was in no position to undertake 
the illegal export of rice The region 

; al ipapagar and his staff are responsi 

Ai.-i,c..-c „ ■ . .. —- -- . . . 


ble loi this setious iiiegolaiitv 
which included cheating the NCfF 
The CBI has been asked to fix the 
lesponsibiliiv 
TT ADHIKARI 

• In the case i elating to the illegal 
expoit of lice the finance dmsion 
accepted a cheque for Rs one lakh 
tiom the plicate turn as an adcance 
when NCt F could not entertain such 
a cheque and permit the pane to 
expnt net on behalf of NCCI This 
was a great financial iriegulanty 
which had not been rectified 
This happened in the veat T iwari 
had loined Slowlv with time, hi 
changed his stance Months latei the 
promise ol his letter to take action 
against the offiici was not home out 
bv facts Fach of these officers were 
still with the NCCI 
In Jatt theie was another serious 
allegation against RS Lall Ihis 
time It came from the controller of 
exports and impoits Debatiing 



NCCF from receiving import h 
cerices, importation under open 
general liience and allotment ot im 
pent goods through canalising agen 
cies for a period of five year* till 
1988, the deputy chief controller 
imports and expoits (< Cl&l) A (> V 
Subbu said that NCCI has indulged 
in profiteering like puvatt trade bv 
intlaiing the cost puce of imported 
dry f uits thiough v.uious expenses 
and as a lesuIt the benefit of holding 
the price line and passing on the 
benefit to the consumei had not been 
dchiey ed 

In his order dated 24 January 1985 
Subbu explianed that NCCF had 
been issued an ad /loc licence bear 
mg No P/Z/03214 24 for Rs one crore 
for impirt of drv fruits excluding 
cashew nuts and dates with the con 
dition that NCCF would distribute 
the imported div fruits in consumer 
parks to superbatars at a profit mar 
gin of five per lent only 


Div fiuiis worth Rs 68 13 lakhs 
weie impoited and sold in bulk quan 
titles to cooperative stores in Bom 
bay and Dcllii and that too after the 
Detpawali season of 1982, for which 
It was imported Lall, who IS the chief 
manager of imports and exports, 
NCCI,told the CCI&t during a per 
sonal hearing that the decision to sell 
a laige quantity ot impoited dry 
huits was taken at his level and 
theie was no board resolution nor 
any specific direction fiom their 
head office Lall held that there was 
not much of a diffeience between a 
coopeidtiyc stoie and a superbarar 

But the deputy CCl&E was not 
convinced He pointed out that 
NCCF had a network of 18 branche*- 
dll over the tountry, but the div 
fiuits went onlv to Delhi and Bom 
bay Moreovei theie was no reply 
from Lall as to why these were not 
distiibuied in packs of one or two 
kilograms 

Subbu held that NCCF had 
violated the condition imposed on 
the licence, committed a hi each of 
sub clause 8 of the Imports (Control) 
Ordei 1955 and the ordcM that they 
be debarred for five licensing 
periods The NCCF accoiding to 
acting managing ditector S Gane 
sail, had gone in foi an appeal to the 
additional CCl&L 

With a somewhat monotonous reg 
ulantvv irregularities have surfaced 
at the federation On 2 August 1984 
the member of Parliament Subhas 
Yadav complained about the ‘ se 
nous anomalies and discrepancies,” 
in regard to processing of gram 
whole He wanted to know why no 
tender had been floated and urged 
the NC CF not to finalise matters 
without having gone through the for 
malities, but to no avail Ultimatelv, 
the 70,000 quintals were given to 
private traders in Delhi without 
propel procedures This, despite the 
fact that the NCCF mill at Bhiwanl 
was facing an acute shortage of 
orders 

In Januaiv 19P5, the Central 
Bureau ot Investigation was asked to 
look into the iiiegulaiities regarding 
the purchase of pulses amounting to 
Rs 13 crore Moving swiftly, the CBI 
found enough reason to file a regular 
case against -Yogendra Jha, mana 
ger (noith) and others, in April this 
year In the first information report 
tiled bv the SP, CBI, it was stated 
that theie had been an allegation 
that certain officials of NCCF, in 
connivance with ceitain private per 
sons and gram dealers, had caused a 
huge loss of revenue to the govern 
ment with a deal on pulses bought at 
exhorbitant rates 

After investigation, the CBI found 
that by awarding the < ontrat t for the 
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^1 don't Want to be Humiliated 


R C Tuvan (67) a former Mem 
ber of Pai It ament, has been m the 
cooperative moyement fot the past 
31 years He joined the NCCF m 
1983 and has been at the centre of 
conttoversy since the inception of 
the otgantsation There are two 
groups an dyed agamst each other 
at the fedeiatwa headquarters, one 
for him and the other opposed to 
him He spoke to SvmAt among 
othet things, about the controversy 
over his continuance in the fed 
eiation as a representative of the 
Madhva Pradesh Markfed, which 
he has apparentIv teased to be 

W7ien did you loin NCCF and 
%iftill whin were you a repie 
seotatrve of the Madhya Pradesh' 
Markted^ 

A i joined the tederation m 1983 
and 111! April this year I repre 
semed the state Markfed 

'ippaitiilH, you no limgei lep 
If St nr the state tederation since 
you had lost the election to the 
state unit last veat in June 

A Accoiding to the bylaws, the 
eat her repiesentativc continues till 
an alternative or successor is sent 
to an organisation 1 he letter elect 
mg the succcssoi came in March 
this year 

P Why did It take so long for the 
lettet to come to NCCF * There is an 
allegation that you put piessure on 
the state Markfed to suppress the 
letter 

A I don’t know why it took so 
long I have not put pressure at all 
The papers were handed ovei to 
Subhas Yadav, the successor, for 
dt 111 er\ So you see he cannot sup 
pi ess papers of his own inteiest I 
hdvi not spoken a single woid ab 
am It to either Subhas Yadav oi the 
stdtf Maikfed Even if 1 had 
spoken the government of Madhya 
Prodesh would not have listened 
bet ius( Vijim Singh (then chtef 
minister) did not look upon me 
kindly 

Q Wasn’t it vour moral duty to 
have the otgamsatton when you 
had lost^ 

A Not at all, bctaiise the bylaw 
savs that unless i substitute is 
theie the earhei one continues 

Q What happened altei the let 
ter ml' sent h\ the MP Markfed w 
Mati-Ji this lear-' 

A Atopy was given to me On the 
bast of that 1 moved the Jabalpur 
IJ^'h t (Hilt foi a stay My plea for 


movmg the court was a decision 
that ail cooperative elections in MP 
had been held invalid The court 
had held that, since the returning 
officer was the collector, it violated 
the rules which lequired only the 
registrai of cooperatives to be the 
teturning olficei 

Q If you are challenging the 
electtons, doesn’t that mean chat 
your -grounds foi continuing as 
president are not very strong? 

A I continue to be the president 
on the basis of the decision of the 
earlier general body meeting of the 
Markfed 

Q In 1983 you had wimeo to the 
ministry that theie were serious 
allegations against four officers, 
and that sou were getting the 
charges inquired into Yet mote 
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than 20 months have elapsed and 
nothing has happened Why^ 

A It was not 1983 It was in the 
latter part of 1984 When the facts 
weie brought to my notice, I im 
mediately oideied an inquiry 

Q You had said that the reports 
would he ready in a month What 
happened? 

A Not within one month but 
within two months I informed the 
committee that they $bould com* 
plete the inquiry within two 
months However, they ha*'e not 
been able to do it But then, there 
are a numbei of inquiries'which 
nesei get finished on time 1 am not 
a master of these people, they woiic 
according to their convenience 
Now the committees are expected 
to file their leports by ^he end of 
this month , 


Q How IS It chat in an otganisa 
trim which makes a pioftt ot only 
about Rs four lakhs, thi piesideni s 
travelling and daily allowance bill 
come to more than Rs three lakhs^ 
A 1 have not taltulatcd but 1 can 
assure you that I have not charged a 
single paisa in violation ot the 
rules Till now, no one has ubiecied, 
and it IS not as if I go wandeting 
around the country \ ou si e, all 
these things are being ciri ulared by 
people hki 1» N Singh md IS 
Arneja whose sen ict > \s( u teimm 
ated recentlv 1ht\ wm t mu d to 
be injunous to NC( 1 llus is ill 
motivated 

Q There is an alhgitiu tint 
these two officers vttie itctiihistd 
because they weit n, mist you 
A It had lome to mv nond tint 
the assoiidtion ot this' men with 
the oir u ition was ip iin t tin 
II 1 1 >, i Botl h •’tic 

sin St I ii cl I 

againsi ico im t | i cm 

lapeswai Sinjili and u it us 
pended Siunehovv on tlit lutc ive<i 
tion of tilt ministir tBhagwu Jha 
Azad) thtv contmud 
Q Ih) you think tint with so 
many chaigts ot i on upturn and 
with the CBi lookim into i oo maptr 
deals, the MCI has Ined uj) to us 
promise’ 

A Charges an all motivate d Of 
course there is a lot of stupe lor 
improvement both administratively 
and in business piugramming 
Q Why IS the organisation doing 
SO badly on the financial front’ 

A The problems started in 1979 
When a number of tonstituents had 
withheld the dues At one point 
these ran to Rs 13 ctores 1 have 
been instrumental in getting back a 
large portion of u 
Q Are voii in fay our ol the Mulct 
State Coopiiative Societies Act 
1984 ’ 

A 1 cannot comment on it be 
cause I have not gone through the 
act except fof the portion dealing 
with the election oi chairman ana 
managing director 
Q Are you going to stand fur the 
forthcoming elections’ 

A I have practically decided not 
to stand for the elefions 
(3 If vou did not want to con 
tlaue, what was the point in going 
to the couit tot a stay oidei? 

A 1 don’t want to be fiumiliated I 
don’t want to be ousted by illegal 
medns 
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supply of pulses to the cartel of 
thirteen firms of New Delhi, Raipur, 
Morena, Agra and Lucknow a loss of 
Rs 22,45,900 had been caused to the 
government The CBI, therefoie, teg 
istered a case under section 120B 
(conspiracy), read with 420 (cheat 
ing), 468 (forgery), and 418 (cheating 
someone whose interest one is bound 
to protect) of the Indian Penal Code 

A copy each of the FIR,was sent to 
K C Pandya, secretary, ministry of 
food and civil supplies and S V M 
Tripathi, chief vigilance officer, of 
the ministry on 12 Apiil 

1985 Yet when contacted, the joint 
secretary, D K Singh, who looks af 
tei the cooperatives, admitted then 
ignoiance about the case having 
being registeicd He said that the 
ministry would take action when it 
was brought to its notice An officer 
of the govc'inmeiit is generally put 
undei suspension it a case is reg 
isteied against them 

Ihe same sou of reply was forth 
coming tiom the acting managing 
dircctoi of NCCF S Gantsan In 
Mas when inteiviewed he said thai 
no ofticuil intimation hid either 
bten iiciived rom lilt niiiiistii or 
the CBI I he new managing diiectoi 
AK Aggarwal said he was 'too 
busv ’ Anothti o) tm actions taken 
by the pic'sidciit and which raised a 
few tveinow . was the a< non against 
B N Singh additional mar aging 
director and 1S Aineia itgional 
managei (north) B N Singh was re 
verted lo Bihai Arneta howciet 
came in lor more serious punish 
meni In an oidei dated 21 Februaiy 
1985, the ihc-n managing diiectoi, 
R P Si ivasiava said that the ser 
.^vices of Arne'a “are no longer re 
c|uiicd b\ ihe NtCb and his services 
stand terminated with immediate 
offer t ” A cheque amounting to three 
months’ ,alary was attached 

When contacted, B N Singh said 
that this wasd pure case of vtctiinisa 
non 1 hese officers weie not ready to 
toe the line so they had been thiown 
out Arne la said tl.at the teimination 
of his services without so much as a 
show cause notici was against tlic 
principle of natutal )usnct He was 
sure that this had been done because 
they had become a thoin ir the side 
of R G Fiwari 

Smarting from his hunuliiling dis 
missal, Atnt-ia has now gone to couit 
with a petition rcteiring to a iccfrit 
Supreme Court decision in the West 
Bengal State Llcciruitv Board vtisus 
Desh Bandhu Ghosh cast whc're the 
court had held lliat firing an em 
ployee aftei givnig tliitc^ months’ 
salary amounted to “vicious discri 
fminaiion” and was totally arbitrary 
It was called a “naked hire and fire” 
rule Hciwever, according to Tiwari, 


(see interview) this course was 
adopted because their services were 
thought to be against the interests of 
the organisation Atne)a, in a letter 
to the managing director on 25 
February, said that he had been 
asked to leave because of his objec 
lions to various deals entered into by 
NCCF which were ‘wiong’ 

Apaii tiom the various irregular 
itus the financial condition of the 
federation is far from sound In fact, 
D K Singh, who had been joint 
secretaiy m the ministry went into 
the working rif the federation and 
subii'itted a report on 8 May 1985 to 
the central registrar of cooperative 
societies His report is a damning 
indictment of the way the federation 
works 

In his I eport Mi Singh has said that 
NCCF, though It IS two decades old, 
does not seem to have developed a 
proper administiative and financial 
culniie vet Pui chases are generally 
done on at/ ho< decisions, and even 
heavy purchases iniolving large 


III hisi, repptt miigh 
hm saM that NCCF^ 
thougfjb it is im decaiHia 
oldir does not seea^ 
have developed a proper 
administrative apd 
^ fioaneiai culture 


amounts of money aie made by of fit 
ers of NCCF without obseiving the 
“iiiimmum retjuirements of financial 
pioiHietj I lie entile snaie capital 
and reserve, according to Singh, had 
been almo'-l eroded due to its block 
ige 111 claims lilt manaeemeiil of 
NCCl liinds was based on i ising of 
loans fiom banks against heavy in 
utf-t p.iymenl. As then was no 
Intel lal gtneralion of funds, thi li 
quidity position ol tht oigariisation 
had become really very seiious 
Obiectiiigto tht high TA and DA 
bills nf officials anc diitttois, the 
joint secretary in Ills ton,.lusu)n has 
said that the vialnli'v of the federa 
tion had become “marginal and its 
financial soundnes* is at stake In 
short lit organisation is suffeiing 
fiom St nous administrative and 
financial maladies ’ In fact tht latest 
balance sheet shows a soiry state of 
affairs The accounts for the year 
ending 10 June 1984 show a loss of Rs 
75 12 latch against a net piofit of Rs 


8 37 lakh in the previous year The 
auditors have commented that the 
accounts do not show a true State of 
affairs of the fixed assets, and that on 
inventories there is no systematic 
and uniform method of preparation 
The financial position in the latest 
balance sheet has become worse. The 
federation is supposed to be making 
a loss of Rs 75 lakhs At themeeting to 
finalise the accounts, a number of 
directors raised objections to the 
balance sheet and profit and loss 
accounts which they said did not give 
a true picture of the state of affairs 
According to D S Mishra, a direc¬ 
tor on the NCCF board and the U,P 
Upbhokta Sahakari Sangh Ltd, said 
that the much heralded rise in sales 
by eleven per cent must been seen in 
the context of the rise of 5Q per cent 
in stocks Mishra had wanted to know 
at the meeting on 6 June 1985 as to 
what the percentage of increase was 
in view of the increased prices At 
the meeting an additional provision 
ol Rs 45 lakhs was added on account 
of bad and doubtful debts A few 
othei changes were also asked to be 
made and produced for latification 
at the annual genet al meeting on 22 
July 1985 when the election to the 
board would also be held 
Mishra had earliei written to the 
union minister tor civil supplies, 
drawing his attention to the various 
malpractices in the federation He 
said in his letter that Tiwari and the 
then managing director Srivastava 
were running the institution as a 
“private limited company” and 
Tiwan continued to “hold the chair 
by manipulation ” Mishra said m an 
interview that the time had come to 
draw the attention of eveiybody to 
the federations’ soity state The 
government and the states have 
majontv shaies in NCCF, whose 
annual ieport and accounts are 
plated before Pailiament At the 
board meeting he noted, a complaint 
was jhade of the 'leakage’ ot news 
about the atfairs of the institution to 
the press He said that since “water 
had gone above one’s head,” the time 
had come to piotest about what was 
happening in the tedeiatioii 
In <1 bid to bung about a semblance 
of Older in the aHairs of the coopera 
lives, the government last year pas 
sed the Mo It I state Consumers’ C oop 
ei.itive Act which in ellc'ct would 
pale lot ot the power eniovcd bv the 
tedeiatioii Unclei the Act, the gov 
einment would have tiime say in the 
election of diiectoi, lo the iKiaid 
llowevet, the lules ol the Act have 
Itisi bc-'c n ttamccl (they aie«Loming 
into f-litci on 1 August 1985) It is 
learnt that some cliiectois of NCCF 
are getting togc thei to challenge the 
Act in coiiii 


43 


SUNDAY SPEOAI 



Suami l>oaiiuiid>i with ihilditn at a M)}>a lanip 

God or Fraud ? 


Sn’diiii Vishnu Dtn ununuci is niinf iriy luoiu'x l)\ ninnin'i t(}h \ nun iiisfiliilt“- 


S wcimi VishiHi l)t \ anaiKl.i 
popiilaiK known <is thi 
I iNinp Swann fits! hit iln 
111 idliin s whin hi pilon il i 
supei h^ht uni si.iiii .inii.ilt o\ii 
the Btilin Wall in whit hi. i illcil i | 
peace missiun lakinp ntl lioin tin 
Biilish /ont ol West Kiilin on 1'i 
Sejiti mbet l‘)S{ tin sw imi flev\ tot | 
half an hinii hi ton ianilint> in I ast 
Rtllin asasiniholii ptoiist i^ain'<l 
rill aitiliiiil honiuiai It s th It ilnnlt 
tn ink inti I In w iini h iv also flown 
on olht 1 (It n < nil'. 1 111 \ 1 liinilili 

spots iiu lulling 'howl imp pi l.ils ol 
pc ait o\ti Anititsat tath last \tai 
In III ti iiiht I l‘)Sfihi swanii anti his 
ilisiipit' hill St I olt in a double 
dt I ki t on a [It II I 11 ntl om I onilon 
Such pnblii it i stint' It m lath d to 
mati lint im|i n t Itut loi tilt 
\t t. r olti Kttililioin Sw nni Vishnu 
Dt \anariilii win > nu ij.! d in (. aiifiiia i 
as ininttit ition ilb it 1 1 nini d \opi I 
siith peait tins ion iit » lai nit 
bt hind whuh Ih unis i woildwide 
thani of laki toua nisiituits rakinn 
in millin' tliionf>li ua h toiiises 
Iniestmati i u u al th it a levt who 
j>o out <i • ' St two III tlnei week 

Id ^ 


t mt|i' ait ‘.iiisfitil with whit tin v 
havi liaint I’tojilc who hut 
nil ndt d so h i amps in the is imi ' 
Siv maiitla A In iin in Nt vva’ Dim 
^'iknisfiom liiiinduMii ivtl it no 
vopa IS tauKht \nfl tin i imi lhf\ 
s IV dots not praiti i hit hi 
pi I ai hi s 

M N |o\ .111 I riKli h 't ii lit I who 
atiindid otu of tin i'ash voga 

I "III'IS Initd bv till iilviitisi'ft lit 
bhi/ ', 11(1 Wha* w i bi mg l.'ught 
th II w IS not voe I I h' vw im’ w'fh 
hi pi I I 111 till! sill I 111 m 
oni who h IS hti n pi u tisint'lop 1 \s 
iiiisi ti sail I xpi fists on food, the 
sw inn h.iil prestiibed lasting .ind 

i. iiiot luiii lot most ol us llu swa 
mi ft It inv e.iis .ind tonclndid that 
ini bodi w IS too suit He ih*-n pti 
'iiibtd in/isiwrii twitt a d u as 
the pan 111 a I had to aiiangt tot 
looil fiom outside to keep bioathinp 
llu voga iiistuKtot Swami Shan 
iidev a It .il pi.Ktitionti tioin Amei 

II 1 leli iht tamp in a hutt iftei 

ii. ilising It was .ill fi.iiid 

And then iheie w is a much 
])ublicisid computet 'Which was 
im .1111 to analvse out psvrhological 


pi obit m. It I 11 til d out to III I pi I 
sonal tonipufi I .mil wht' 1 I'ki d ^ 
Sw.inii Dll 111 I lid 1 .ibi in ini' lit ki pi 
on lepeitme No n i mpoiM 
What tht loiniintii did noboib i 
know' All that 'hi I Knu on fhil 
was dtliiei a sh illow spi i i h i n h ' 
morning b ised on irtiilis in Ann i | 
lean magazines like f'svt/jo/oei lo 
tin riit so I ailed loga ixpin, who 

I not snptiosi d to lost lii tool 
shonii d It mi t it isktOj imoriM 
"lint tt II lions At Miglii whih Iving 
il I 1 th' 1 I I I n bt (• ' m o 

tti SSI s \^(.it pioMilidil aw a bottle 
I ol lohnnv Walkei btmg taken into 
the swarm's loom Whetliei tht hot 
tie tontained pi't plain watei, I do 
not know Tht doi tin ol he tamp 
w IS a so ( ailed anal inns' an old lade 
who looked at voni t vt and di 
agnosed vonr pi obit ni brand has 
nc\ei been so well p.itkageii " 

S tub vopa ionises ate tondiuitd 
in all Sivananda ashtams owned 
bv the ‘f Ivinp Swami loiated in 
idvllii locations in I mope and Cana 
da A children’s yoga c nmp costs f.400 
and a yoga teacher’s training conise 

•UNtMV zT 



costs SGOO A tvsossttk sticss n mi 
vottd intensict coiirst i<is( 
$280 flu ilvu4 Siv irni kiiims how 
to txUdtt his jjiici 
I\ei tht turridl shnwnidn h 
Using Swami intlulM d m an ithci 
publicitv stum in Invandrun taili, 
this veai Ht aiinminced that ht 
would instdl a st itui ot Ag i u it 


Mum in the Agasi>dr mountain in 
ht southtrn tip of the western ghats 
1 rlav s tiek through thick foiest fioin 
the Nf-war Dam area wheie his 
I ishiam IS located The statue of 
I Agasivai Muni (saint) supposed to 
I he the iounder ot the Tamil Ian 


Sangam liteiatuie Swami Vishnu 
Devananda saw this second highest 
mountain as feitiie ground foi sc It 
aggrandisement 

The swami and his entourage wi ni 
up the mountain The \ogic swsimi 
could not of couise stand the strain 
of the hazardous climb and was cai 
lied on a palanquin While some 
woikcis wcie engaged m iixing th< 
new statue ot Agastsai Muni tli. 

I King Swami and two ot Ins toieigii 
female liunds letrc itcd to a fem 
ne..ibv Some of the itgiilai foust i 
goeis got suspicious when the\ 
noticed a beitutiful foreign lent in 
the thick of the loiest Inside was the 
riving Swami toinieating The svva * 
mi whose activities weic alwiivs sus 
pect, was then beaten up rather 
brutallv by the natives A cast ot 
assault has been registered with the I 
Neyvai Dam police* by the swami 
The statue which tht I lying Swami i 
put up in the Agastyar mountains h ts 
since been itmoved by the loifsi 
department authorities Aftei he w is I 
beaten up the swami left for Canada, 
and as the sccietary of the ashram I 
informed us he was not scheduled to | 
visit the ashram until next veai 
Meanwhile, voga courses aie being 
widely advei tised, most of them last 
ing jusi two weeks As a rust to 
attract the gullible public to the yoga 
courses, the ashtam advei tised in the 
Indian hxpie-,-, m Tebi uarv this year 
that a U10 had been sighted hover | 
mg above the ashiam j 

Blnoo John, TnvamJrum 

J 



ae 


HMnitr in—it July IMS 





NEWS 


INDUSTRIAL UNITS 

Is Karnataka Getting a Raw 


CM Ramakrishna Hegde c ondemns move by the centre 


F our general elections three 
Prime Ministers and 14 years 
after the foundation stone ol the 
Vijayanagar steel plant was laid by 
the late Indiia Gandhi the 3 S mil 
lion tonne plant proposed to have 
been set up in the iron ore nth 
Hospet region of Karnataka is yet to 
take off The Vijayanagar problem 
continues to be a sore point in the 
relations between the centre and the 
state, especially after the Janata gov 
ernment came to power in Karnata 
ka But suite then, many more pro 
letts have joined the ill starred list 
The latest such project is the prop 
osed Mangalore oil refinery Last 
month, when the chairman of the 
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation 
announced at a press tonfeience in 
Madras that the Rs 1,200 trore pro 
tect w IS being shelved for lack of 
funds It set off a wave of protests 
about the ‘ill treatment of Karnata 
ka’ b^ the centre With two different 
parties lulmg at the centre and the 
State, the row has a political bent to 
It 

The announcement by the chair 
man of the HPC immediately caused 
chief minister, Ramakrishna Hegde 
to write to the Prime Ministei about 
the mattci Hegde did not mince 
words Beginning his lettei saying 
‘ Wc are dt-tplv disturbed about the. 
unjustihtd shelving of many projects 
bv th( vClitre, in Kainataka The.re 
have been a senes of such instances 
and this is definitcK building up 
resentment in the state he went on 
to wain that it is thi' kind of feeling 
ot being discriminated against and a 
itrist ot iri|ustict that will breed 


regionalism ” He also complained 
that the decision to shelve such pro 
jects was not taken on a scientific 
basis, but for purely political 
reasons 

Hegde’s tirade, accompfinied by a 
chorus of protests by prominent peo 
pie in the state was followed bv a 
routine statement from the centre 
The Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi 
assured Hegde when the latter met 
him in New Delhi that the project 
would not be shelved The union 
minister of state for finance Tanai 
dhan Poojary and the parliamentary 
secretary, Oscar Fernandes, both ot 
whom come fi-om Mangalore also 
said that the project would not be 
dropped Said Poojary “As long as 1 
am in the ministry, I will not allow 
the project to be shelvc'd ’ 

The Mangalore oil refmerv comes 
at the tailend of the list of pioiects 
that have been earmarked loi the 
state, but have been totally shthtd 
shifted to othei states or denied 
funds In quite a few cases the 
reason for the change is politic al 
expediency For instance the minis 
try of communications had decide d 
to set up a digital clectionic switcli 
equipment factory in Bangaioie Af 
tei the state government had com 
mittcd Itself to provide land watci 
and power a decision was taken ii 
shift the pioiect to (londa in IJttai 
Pradesh against the recomme nda 
non of the ministry Similailv, the 
Tata tnginc'ermg and Locomotive 
Company had applit d foi setting uji 
a unit for manufacture of commercial 
vehicles at Dharwad in noith Kama 


Kamikiishna Htgdt angrv »••«« K,m» 



Deal? 


taka lust when it seemed that the 
project was about to be given a 
go ahead, T ELCO was asked to set up 
their unit in Uttar Pradesh 
Incensed at such arbitrary deci 
sions. the chief minister and his 
cabinet colleagues have begun to 
whip up public feelings A meeting of 
the Federation of Karnataka Cham 
bers of Commerce and Industry has 
decided to rake an all party, all 
profession delegation to persuade 
j the centre not to drop the project 
I The chief m.nister himself has con 
I vent d a meeting of all the state MPs 
I to discuss the centre’s “discnmina 
tors attitude' towaids Karnataka 
The ccntie s volte face has put the 
I Congress!I) Itadei^ in a fix The 
indecision ovti the Vijavanagai steel 
j plant has piovided the lanataPaitv 
Itadcis a stick to beat the Congics 
sil) with Now with the uproar ovei 
the Maiijilorc oil rtfineiy the Jana 
ta Patty hasanothci issue to clamour 
I dboiu Mtaiiwhilt in be twee n assui 
I an^'cs that thev would fight for the 
two maioi piojccls ( ongress(I) lead 
CIS launched a countci campaign ab 
out how much thi icntii had done 
foi Karnataka Fhi union minister 
tor chemicals lud fertilisers Vccien 
I di 1 Patif uoi lu d out that the state 
had been sanctioned a naval base 
and a nuclear plant both in the 
coastal distiicr of Karwai But that 
his haidlv offset public resentment 
Relations between the fanata gov 
ernment in tfu state and the centre 
have nevei been too good but it now 
I appeals to have hit rock bottom 
I Soon iftci It came to power in 1983, 
the lanara Partv had irked the ten 
tre bv oiganising seminal s on the 
testruttunnp of centre state rela 
tions and the lole of Governors The 
cciitic on itj jiart has sat over several 
b Ms St nt bv the state for assent, 
including the Zilla Paiishad Bill that 
will enable the janata Party to estab 
lish a stronghold in the villages 
While Hegde has castigated the 
centre for treating states like beg 
gars and squandering money, the 
Prime Minister has himself re 
marked that the centre could not do 
anything about the power crisis in 
Karnataka since “an opposition par 
ty had tome to power in the state ” 
Now, with the centre’s decision to do 
away with overdraft facility for v > 
St lies, further acrimony is likely 

ChHlanmd Ra/ghatta, Bang^era 
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ANDHRA PRADESH 

Crossing Swords 

N.T Rama Rao u-ajits Gov'oinor’s post abolish'''^ 

T he Cioveiiior ol And hi a Fiadesh « w 

Di Shtinkdi Davdl Shaima has 
not taken kindlv to thi slate no\tin g 
ment s letoinmendation that the I 
Governor’s post be abuhshtd Rela I 
tions between thief miinstei N 1 
Rama Rao and Di Shaima had thil 
led aftei the Govetnoi had tel used to 
repromulgate oidiname'- ol tht 
Rama Rao caretakei government 
just belore the Assembly eltt tions 
The lelationship souied evt n lurtht* 
lecentlv, paititulailv aftei thtthuf 

minister’s letommendation that tht _ 

Goveinor’s post be abolished __Kai 

One of the main points tmplid*-istd tht chief ministei and 
b\ N r Rama Rao in his mtmoian peisists 
dum to tht Saikana ( ommi sion on Ur Sharma and Mr 1 
tentie state relations was ilit abo initiallv liegun their i 

lishing ol the Govunoi s po t It was t 7 ovtinor and CM on d 
out ol tht molt siiongh woidtd tht aftt imath ol NIR 
set tions ol tht m< mfiiaiultim Diaw Ui Shaima had 

mg on his txpti tiitts m Andhi i Kama Rao to four tl 
Pradesh politics whti his l viin ^l,tl N Bhaskaia P 

ment vt'as dismisstil I'lv tht iln ii t iti piovt his maioiits in 
(>o\Linoi Kam I al and N Hhast i ■ 

Rao installed as tint! niinistti N I . p.. i/-ATiriisi 
Rama Rao aid l hat as a n suit o' th ii 
inttdtnt tilt ollitt of (antrnoi has X 

loiltittd titdibihlv lor tvti Tin | 6Sl! 
slate goveitiment ht said w's ion 

vinted that tht (,oM.no. had no Bombay upiverMl 
uselul Idle to plav in tht wotkiiif. ol i r i 4 

tht ( onstitunon 01 in tht adiniiiisti 1 (ICCOSCCl OJ VlOJatl 
tion ol tht'statt Calling tin >)flut of __ 
tht (■ovtrnoi the last itmnanl ■ 2 iulv the 17 tr 

imptrialism and a modifitd vet sum %#tivt council ol the 
ol tht agtni ol tht 'Vitiiov NT vtisitv iiivalidattd th( 
Rama Rao >did that tht most despit answti papers of on 
able and Cluel assault on dtinotiatv intnibeis the dtaii ol 
was inllicted b\ tht Ciovtiiior ol aits Piof Iloniant Wi 
Andhia Pradesh when his labinet had tontioversiallv ap 
was dismissed pist betaust tht Gov evaminatioii for a dipl 
ernor suspected that hi did not entoy tdntation hi Id in Ma 
the support ol the maioritv of tht Prof Wagh who is tl 
people in the Legislature faculty ot arts, is a n 

Dr Sharma has allegedlv tniicistd university senate comt 
the state government’s retomnitnda teaches English at th 
tion to abolish 1 he post ol Govei noi Rai College of Commei 
at the Covernoi s’ Conference held mics After wanting to 
recently, in Delhi In fact, he pi op examination in 1*175,1: 
osed that the scope of the activities the examination Jurin 
of the Governor be clearls defined ^ears when ht k uld d 
Latei, his secietarv issued a press to the university rule 
note refuting the comments attii Tht universitt' had 
buted to Di Sharma that had ago, adveitiscd for a tl 
appeared in a daily newspapei about r.spondentc The post 
his remarks at the Governot’s confer ary ot Rs LOOO "inn 
ence in Delhi Mi Rama Rao also peiks It isbelitved th 
refused to comment on the Gov wented to appiv, but di 
ernor’s reported reaction to the requisite qualification' 
memorandum submitted to the Sar sion was taken to adv 
kana Commission as he has denied post, the issue was to c 
fheieport Bur the hostility between the executive council 



Rama Rao 


tht chief ministei and the Governor 
peisists 

Dr Sharma and Mr Rama Rao had 
initially liegun their lelatinnship as 
Govt I nor and CM on a happy note in 
tht aftt I math ol NIR’s dismi>sal as 
CM Ui Shaima had invited NT 
Kama Rao to four the government 
' 1 I 1 C 1 N Bhaskaia Rao tould not 
piovt his maioiitv in the Assemblv 

h DUCAT ION 

TestCase 

Bombay university teac her 
(iccused of violating rules 

O n 2 iulv the 17 member exttu 
rivt council ot the Bombay Cm 
vtisity Iiivalidattd tht examination 
answti papers of ont of its own 
nitnibeis the dean of the faculty of 
aits Pi of iloniant Wigh Prof Vlagh 
had coiitioversially appeared in the 
examination for a diploma in higher 
cduL.uion hi Id in May this yeai 
Prof Wagh who is the dean of the 
faculty ot arts, is a member of the 
university senate committee He also 
teaches English at tht Lala Lajpat 
Rai College of Commerce and Econo 
mics After wanting to appear tor the 
examination in l*l75, he did not take 
the examination during the next five 
} ears when ht i ( uld do so according 
to the university rules 
Tht universitt' had some months 
ago, adveitised for a direttor ol cot 
respondentL The post tarries a sal 
ary ot Rs LOOO and various other 
peiks It IS belli ved that Prof Wagh 
Wented to appiv, but did not have tht 
retiuisite qualifications When a deci 
Sion was taken to advertise for the 
post, the issue was to come up befot e 
the executive council meeting But 


Bur the situation changed diamati 
callv within a few months when Dr 
Sharma refused to sign oidinances 
after the stale Assembly had been 
dissolved on the grounds that the 
caretakei govtinment headed by 
NFR tould not piomulgate any ordi 
name 01 t.ikt anv policy decisions 
This plated the state government in 
an imbatiassing position When the 
ordinante abolishing the posts of 
tehsildai s and village ofhters lapsed, 
the cabinet contended that it was not 
a policy decision as the oidinance 
had been repromulgated five times 
befoie 

A recent (udgement of the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court on the role of the 
Governoi as chancellor of the state 
univcTsities has added to the chief 
minister s desiie to do awav with the 
institution of Governor The High 
Court has held that the Governor is 
not bound to accept the advice tl , le 
state cabinet in the appointment of 
the vice chancellor but the appoint 
ment had to be made fiom the panel 
of names retommended by the 
cabinet Howevti an inteiesting 
question that lemains is why and bv 
whom tht reported comments it the 
Governoi leaked to the pi ess 
Shubha Smgh, Hyderabad 

Pi of Wagh allegedlv got tht meeting 
postponed twice ,ind at the thud 
meeting alui hf had done much 
lobbving the exttutive tountil de 
cidt d to tl amt rit w giiidi line s tor the 
post Aihtet membei toiiuiiiit»t was 
fnimid lor the purpose and Plot 
Wagh was oiii ol tht nitmbt rs 
Attoiding to tht oiiginal guidelines, 
a person had to liavt a BA sttond 
tlass and an M A fust class degree as 
well as ten yeais ol teaching 01 
administiativc exptnence These 
testnctions weie waived by the 
ihite member tommittee Sometime 
later Plot Wagh himself applied for 
tht post Hi was also the onlv one to 
do so 

Meanwhile in Apiil Prof Wagh 
decided to ajipear foi the diploma in 
higher education examination He 
gave in his application form a few 
days before the examination and 
long aftt I the offical last date 
Accoiding 10 the rules, if any mem 
ber of the a univeisny body has to 
appear toi any exanunatiun he has to 
take t)u pel mission of the vice 
chantellor Piol Wagh sought the 
pel mission of the vice chancellor 
(VC) Di Gore, and the latter 
apparently signed the foim When 
some senate members protested, ! 
Prof Wagh claimed that he had 
taken the permission of the V C who 
latei denied having given permission 
saving that ht had signed hundreds 
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of forms presuming that the registrar from the students why should Prof, 
had already gone through them. Wagh be made an exception. He 
According to the executive council, should not have sat on the committee 

Prof. Wagh is not entitled to appear since he knew he was appearing. It is 

in the examination because he knew definitely a case of misuse of official 

who the examiners were as he him- position where the appointing au- 

self was one of the selectors for the' thority is to be assessed by the 

examinees. Article 64(1) of the appointee.” 

Maharashtra Act No 22 of 1974 relat- The ordinance 0.158 maintains 
ing to the university of Bombay says: that “no candidate shall be permit- 

“A committee shall be constituted ted to appear for any examination 

every year for each faculty for the conducted by it, if he does not avail 

purpose of preparing lists of persons, himself of the benefit of the terms 

for appointments as university ex- kept by him for the examination 

aminers and the committee shall con- during the course of five years, i.e. , 

sist of: the vice-chancellor ex-officio in one of the five consecutive ex¬ 
chairman, the dean of the faculty aminations if the examination is held 

concerned, two members nominated once a year.” It further says “pro- 

by the executive council.” In this vided*, however, that the syndicate 

case the dean of faculty concerned is shall have the power to exempt stu- 

Piof. Wagh; so he knew who the dents from the provisions of the 

examiners were. Said a senate mem- above clause on the merits of each 

ber, “this automatically disqualifies individual case.” 

him, because if we expect the ex- Prof. Wagh did not seek the per- 
aminers’ names to be kept secret mission of the university for appear- 

INDIAN AIRLINES 

Destination Thailand 


JA starts operating Caicutta-Bangkokflight 

A t 10 am on 20 June flight com- state for parliamentary affairs, was 
mander Ashok Rahut took off received at the airport by the Indian 
from Dum Dum airport in Calcutta ambassador Mr Arjun Asrani and the 
for a new destination. Two hours and information minister of Thailand Mr 
ten minutes later, the passengers and Samak. 

crew on the pioneering Indian Air- Regular services to Bangkok by the 
lines flight I.C. 231 were greeted by Indian Airlines (lA) began on 27 
Thai air hostesses with colourful gar- June. There are now two flights ev- 
lands at Bangkok airport. The first ery week on Thursdays and Satur- 
Indian Airlines flight to Thailand days. But lA faces stiff competition 
was over. On the flight were 42 from Air India which operates one 
members of Parliament attached to flight to Bangkok every week and 
the ministry of civil aviation and Thai Airways which has three flights 
over a dozen journalists including every week from Calcutta. According 
Doordarshan crewmen. The .par- to K. Chadha, the managing director 
liamentary delegation led by Mrs of Indian Airlines, the operation of 
Margaret Alva, union minister of flights to Bangkok is a part of the 



l-nim left: Arjun Asrani, Capt. Chadha, Mrs Chadha and Margaret Aiva- 
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ing for the examination after such a 
long break but flouted the rules by 
appearing for the examination, 
according to a senate member. He 
claimed that not even those who 
framed the university rules had en¬ 
visaged such a situation and Prof. 
Wagh has tried to take advantage of 
the fact that nowhere in the rules 
does it say that a person who is also 
the selector of the examinees cannot 
sit for the same examination. 

When the controversy hotted up 
towards the end of June and there 
were protests against his appearing 
for the examination. Prof. Wagh sent 
a letter to the vice-chancellor with¬ 
drawing his application to sit for the 
examination. Two days later, howev¬ 
er, he sent another letter asking the 
university authorities to cancel the 
previous letter. But the executive 
council said that it had no alternative 
now but to nullify his answer papers. 
Wgm TeHis, Bombay 


company’s expansion scheme. He 
hoped that by 1990, the number of 
passengers would go up by 60 per 
cent and the number of aircraft re¬ 
quired by lA would increase to 75 
from the pre.sent 54. It is believed 
that Rs 1,000 crores have already 
been allotted for the purchase of the 
planes. According to Mr t'hadha, the 
initial flights are likely to have a 
large number of empty seats but he 
expects bookings to pick up after a 
few month. At present, the first class 
seats will be priced at Rs 2,988 and 
the economy class seats at Rs 2,131. 
Though no cuts in plane fares is 
likely, incentives like concessional 
tours and seasonal discounts may be 
given. Capt Chadha added that the 
Indian Airlines had no intention of 
cutting into the revenue of either 
Thai or Air India. 

Speaking at a banquet in honour of 
the inaugural flight and its passen¬ 
gers, Mrs Alva said that Indian Air¬ 
lines was not competing with Thai 
(Which caters to 70 per cent of the 
traffic between Calcutta and Bang¬ 
kok) but that it was 'a friendly busi¬ 
ness venture. She claimed that since 
the number of passengers on this 
route was showing a steady rise, an 
Indian Airlines flight from Calcutta 
to Bangkok would be mutually be¬ 
neficial. Mr Samak, in his speech at 
the banquet, pointed out that Thai 
was planning to purchase a number 
of Airbuses for the route within a few 
years. He hoped that Indian Airlines 
would be handling a considerable 
amount of passenger traffic in the 
state and appreciated India’s efforts 
to build up better links with Thai¬ 
land. 

SaumHn Bano rt o m , Ba n^mb 
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PUNJAB 


A Soldier Takes Command 


Maj. Gen (Reid.) Sparrow appointed as PCQiJ chief 


P rime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
ignored both President Zail 
Singh and former Punjab eh*ef 
minister Darbara Singh’s wishes in 
the appointment of the new state 
PCC(I) president. The appointment 
of Major Genei al tRetired) Rajindei 
Singh Sparrow tor the coveted post 
of party chief surprised both the Zail 
Singh and the Darbara Singh factions 
as _ also the political obsei- 
i vers in Punjab. 

! After the exit of Santukh Singh 
Randhawd as ihe Punjab PCC(I,i 
president, it was expected that the 
party high command would make the 
best choice A Punjab watcher said' 
“The sacking of Randhav.'vi by Rujiv 
Gandhi was ceitainly a positive step 
The Prime Minisiei by leiuoving Ran 
dhawa, made it clear that no 
C’ongresstl) leadeis would be 
allowed to have links with tei rorists 
But the appointment of Sparrow has 
come as a big disappointment. “Spar¬ 
row IS a typical faujj (armyman). 
Politics IS not his cup of tea,” said an 
observer. 

Spariow, a letired general, joined 
politics in 1967 He was a miuistei m 
the united Akali Congress ministry 
during Guinain .Singh's government 
in Punjab In 1980, the Congiess(l) 
gave him the .falaiidhai l.ok Sabha 
ticket in place of fuiniei external 
affairs minister Swaran Singh He 
won comfortably. But he failed to 
f make his mark in Parliament. 

Sources in the Punjab C’.ongresstl) 
told SuNUAV “Sparrow is m politics 
just by chance He is tii si and last a 
soldiei and he, even altti ciilciing 
poliiic.s, has !Lniair..-d a '..ildiei ' It 
appears that Sp;. :. ' has been 
rewaidc'U b- the Pfimt Ministei for 
openly supporting the June uim\ 
action ill the Goldei. 1 eniiik as 
shown on Doordarshun He has open 
ly criticised Bhindranwale and his 
men and has said that Operation 
Bluestai was “something inevitable.” 
As a Sikh, he might have been hurt 
by the destruction of the Akal Takht 
and the killing of hundicds of inno 
cent Sikhs in the army action but lie 
did not show his anguish or sorrow. 
Sparrow does not belong either to 
the Zail Singh or the Darbara Singh 
lobby. Secondly, he is a Jat Sikh. 
Perhaps the Prime Minister thought 
that his party should have a Jat Sikh 
as leader to match the Akali lead¬ 
ership in the state, which is domin¬ 
ated by Jats. 
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The Akalis cannot accept Spat row 
as he has justified the “attack on the 
Uarbai Sahib”. Quipped the newly 
appointed secretary general of the 
Akah Dai (Longowal), Balwant Singh 
Ramoowulia. “Sparrow .should not 
call himself a Sikh. How can a Sikh 
justify the destruction of his most 
sacred place of worship?” Ramoowa- 
lia, H formci Akah Lok Sabha mem¬ 
ber during the Janata regime, added: 
“He does not ever, understand much 
politics. I am sure like the past 
Punjab PCC(I) president, he will also 
stay on the post for a few months and 
then go ” 

However, the Akalis do have a 
it .1 .o!! to icjoitfc over the leiiioval of 
Rar.dhawa as the Punjab PCC(l) 



chiel. iiicy weie demanding his dis¬ 
missal t '.er since alltgaiions about 
his link.', with iht Sikh extiemist 
Gunndet Singh, who died in police 
custody ill Chandigarh'.s Post Giadu- 
ate Institute of Medical Education 
and Research (PGl) on 10 May, were 
made both in the press and the 
political circle.s 

Gurinder was a notorious Sikh ter- 
roiist. He was a prnclaitned offender 
(PO) involved in many criminal cases 
including those of murder and rob¬ 
bery and was involved in an encoun¬ 
ter with the police in Chandigarh on 
4 May. The Sikh extremist had killed 
two policemen before surrendering. 
While surrendering, he had only two 
minor injuries on his body. But a few 
days later when he died in the PCI, 



he had multiple injuries all biter.' 
body. 

It was not the death of the Sikh 
terrorist in police custody but his 
alleged links with Randhawa, re¬ 
vealed du^ng the police. interred- 
tion, that filled the pages of the 
Punjab dailies. Both the Chandigarh 
edition of the Indian Express and The - 
Tribune, the two most popular En¬ 
glish dailies of Northern India, mgn- 
tiuned that the Sikh terrorist was a 
personal friend of Randhawa’s elder 
brother also known as Gurinder 
Singh. 

Besides the press, the political de- 
tiactors of the former PCC(I) presi¬ 
dent. particularly in the ruling par¬ 
ty, tried their best to play up the 
sensitive issue of Randhawa's 
alleged links with the deceased Sikh 
terrorist before the party high com¬ 
mand. Top ruling parry sources told 
S^:^'I>.^Y that a number of Punjab 
Cmigres.sd) leadets had sent repre- 
.seiiiations to the party high com¬ 
mand ill Delhi giving pi oof of .Ran- 
dhawa’s links with Gurinder Singh. 
According to police sources in Chan¬ 
digarh, the Sikh terrorist repeat^|y 
mentioned the names of Randhhilk 
and Gopal Krishan Chatrath, anothw. ' 
ruling party leader and a former 
Punjab MLA from Gurdaspur dis¬ 
trict, during his interrogation. 

Raiidhawa, a senior minister in the 
Darbaia Singh government, was 
made the PCC(I) president on 23 
March in place of Raghunandan Lai 
Bhatid, who was elevated to the post 
ol AICC(l) general secretary. Offi¬ 
cial sources do not rule out totally 
the involvement of Gurinder in the 
dssassinatiuii attempt on Bhatia at 
his Amnisar residence on 19 April. 

Said a seiijoi police officer: “Gurin¬ 
der was a hired criminal. He had 
committed many murders. He would 
demand a price for every crime he 
c'oiiiiniued. Though it is still under 
iiuestigatiun the allegation that Ran- 
dhawa was behind the attack on 
Bhatia can't be completely baseless." 

But Bhatia has denied the allegation 
that some of his detFac{£S^7 in the 
pai ty wei e involved in iui apmpt to 
assassinate him. 

On 18 June, after the Prime Minis¬ 
ter returned from his fortnight long 
five-nation tour, Randhawa sought 
an appointment with him. It was not 
granted. The message was clear. The 
same day, Randhawa resigned as the 
Punjab PCC(I) president. He could 
not even submit the resignation to 
the party chief to whom it was 
addressed. He returned to Chandi¬ 
garh from Delhi after submitting the 
resignation to Makhan 1 al Fptedgr 
there. • i. 

Swi/oev Gmur, AmWtear and hftiuat 
Uppal, New OeM 
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RAJINDER SETHIA CASE 


Tihar’s Privileged Prisoner 


Sethia flies to Calcutta to appear before the courts 


R aimder Sethia always believed 
in travelling in style The 37 
year old multi millionaire expatriate 
Indian ttavelled in a piivate Boeing 
707 woith i S million dollars on 
which he had spent an extra 600,000 
dollais toi installing a sauna, a jacuz 
/I and golden taps But that was 
before 18 Febiuary 1985, when 
Serbia’s fortunes nosedived and his 
business empiie went banki upt On 1 
March 1985 he was aitested and 
jailed in New Delhi only a day 
before he had planned to escape 
from the capital with forged docu 
ments Recently, Sethia succeeded in 
obtaining ftom the chief metiopoli 
tan magistrate. Subhash Wasoii pei 
mission to fly tioni Delhi to Laliutta 
cveiv fortnight to face trial toi the 
fmged passport case (No RC 285) He 
wa‘‘ also gi anted special pei mission 
to pas for the air tiavel of foui Delhi 
Armed Police (DAP) guaids who 
would accompany him to Calcutta— 
the tups costing him mote than Rs 
20,000 eveiy month Lsen in captiv 
iiy, Sethia clings on to his once 
legendary lifestyle,— a whole sky 
above the hundieds of handcuffed 
pi isoners 

What has happened to Raiinder 
Sethia since the time he was de 
ciaied the worlds biggest bankrupt 
bv the London High Court’' (Sethia’s 
personal debts of 170 million pound 
stethng have eclipsed the earlier 
Guinness lecord established bv an 
Amencan, William Stern who had 
debts amounting to 141 million 
pounds sterling Even after htbruary 
1985, Sethia, despite being declared 
a fugitive criminal and having war 
rants of arrest from Intelpol and 
Scotland Yatd, attempted to set 
straight bis dubious financial trans 
actions In an interview to a Biitish 
journalist which he gave at his Span 
ish hideout, he declared that he 
would be back “Next time 1 shall 
build a business so big, that it cannot 
go bust ’’ He travelled sevei al times 
to Delhi and Calcutta and conferred 
with senior officials in the finance 
ministry and other banking officials 
in an attempt to cover up his scanda 
tous business transactions Sleuths of 
the Cential Bureau of Investigation 
\^l(CBI), howevei, caught up with 
’ rSethia and on 1 March, arrested him 
At the time of his arrest, Sethia 
was confident that the CBl would not 
be able to press charges against him 


He was piovtd wioiig the following 
day when the CBl lecovcicd from his 
hold suit! .1 lorpt d passport (No W 
900509) in the name of Rai Kumar 
Dirgai Also ipcovered was a Swissair 
ticket \alid for Calcutta Delhi 
Bombay Cano Geneva New York and 
back as well as traveller’s cheques 
worth 500 dollais The CBl first 
chaiged Sethia with the possession of 
a foiged passpoit to pin him down in 
India btloic tuithei documcntaiv 
evidence could be collected and 
pliccd aganni him in the courts 
Ahtr Sethia s apiilicatum was it 
jected by Hu niettojiolitan magis 



Sethia high flying 


traie, K C Lohia, Sethia was reman 
ded to judicial custody A CBl team 
was sent to London to unearth fuith 
er documents and records of transac 
tiorts that Sethia had enteied into 
with the connivance of oflicials at 
the blanches of three Indian banks in 
London—the Punjab National Bank, 
tilt Central Bank of India and the 
Union Bank The second aiiest in the 
case was made on 16 March, when 
Amarjit Singh genet al manager of 
the London branch of the I^njab 
National Bank was arrested from his 
New Delhi residence It was Amarjit 
Singh who had recklessly given 
heavy loans to Esal Commodities 


disregarding all banking norms Also 
recovered from the residence of 
Amarjit Singh were photographs of 
Rajmder Sethia, Amarjit Singh and 
S L Baluja, former chairman of Pun 
jab National Bank, at London This 
piece of evidence clearly revealed 
the nexus between the bank officials 
and Rajinder Sethia in the Esal 
banking scandal 

Now the C&l wanted the details of 
Sethia’s banking transactions in Lon 
don, Sudan, Hong Kong and other 
countries to prove that transactions 
had been made in contravention of 
the rules and regulations of the 
banks The CBl had already received 
from some of the banks in New Delhi, 
details of transactions of Esal Cpm 
modities, but it was not sufficient to 
indict Sethia Other records they 
weie told, had been desiioyed by 
Amarjit Singh in the meantime On 5 
March the British High Commission 
made a formal lequest fti the ex 
tradition of Sethia to London where 
he was on tht wanted fugitive list for 
nine ci iminal cases, one of them with 
the Allit d Arab Bank Limited There 
was also pressure from the lawyer > 
whom Sethia had employed to re i 
lease him on bail as soon as the 
maximum period of 90 days of judi 
ctdl custody was over 

The bteakthiough for the CBl 
came 89 days aftei Sethia’s aiicst on 
29 May when the CBl presented its 
chdigeshect (No 3 1985) against 
Sethia in the court of the chief metro 
politan magistiate In the 
chaigesheet, the CBl have provided 
details of one criminal case against 
Sethia and Amarjit Singh The trans 
action was disclosed bv Sethia him 
self while he was being interrogated 
Sethia confessed that he and Amaijit 
Singh had submitted false and foiged 
bills worth 10 4 million dollars drawn 
on an in house company in ,Hong 
Kong The CBl discovered that 
Sethia had submitted four bills dated 
5 December 1983, each valued over 
two millon dollars to the Punjab 
National Bank on 7 Decembei 1983 
knowing that all documents submit 
ted with the bills were false and 
forged purporting to show the ship 
ments of granulated sugar to Nigeria 
The documents were supported bv 
false shipping documents and no 
sugar as was shown in the documents 
of shipping supporting bills of ex¬ 
change, was ever shipped in the 
vessel Golden Venture The bills 
(Nos Com /Sugy0299, Com/Sug/0300, 
Com/Sug/0299 and Com/Sug/0302 
were drawn on the Anglobe Trading 
Limited, Hongkong, a concern of the 
Esal Commodities Limited For this 
transaction, Amarjit Singh allowed 
an advance of 7,600 dollars in spite of 
the fact that an amount of 33,261.831 
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dollars was outstanding against Hsal 
Commodities. Apart from this loan, 
another loan of 2.r> million dollars 
was also alhiwed to Esal Commod¬ 
ities. The total of the two advances 
amounting to 10 million dollars was 
credited into the F.sal Commodity 
account (No ,^006-.11), due to which 
the outstanding dues were reduced 
to 23,2.'>8,!>91 dollars. The transac¬ 
tions enteied into by Esal Commod¬ 
ities was found to be bogus since 
particulars of the shipment were not 
entered into the import bill book of 
Esal Commodities, which confirmed 
the forged nature of all four bills of 
exchange dated Detenibei 1984 


D esime the release ol tiie long 
awaited offuial report ol ttie 
ninth Asian Gaines, a number of 
ctucnil questions about the sports 
extravaganza leinain unanswered. 
Obviously, the authorities have kept 
sdent about some of the disturbing 
aspects of the 1982 Asiad and high¬ 
lighted only the gargantuan task of 
organising the New Delhi games in a 
record period of 22 months The 
1,211 page three-volume report 
was released by Prune Minister Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi in late June, nearly three 
years alter the event—an inexplic- 


With the first serious criminal 
charge against Sethia already before 
the courts, the lid of the multi- 
million Esal fraud had been blown. 
Rajinder Sethia will now have to face 
the verdict of Indian courts for 
charges of forgery and criminal con¬ 
spiracy before he can be extradited 
to Great Britain. The CBl is waiting 
for further evidence and documents 
against Sethia from Scotland Yard 
and the London branch of Interpol 
who will be issuing fresh charges 
against him. It is expected that more 
arrests will take place as other trans¬ 
actions in the fraud are exposed, 
mu Sm«i, Muw DtM 


able delay Though impressive and 
well-printed, the three volumes 
priced approximately at Rs 1,500 per 
set serve a limited purpose. The 
report reveals the difficulties faced 
by the Special Organising Committee 
in managing the games and it also 
offers guidelines to other national 
organising committees. j 

It is clear that the actual cost of j 
hosting the games. may never be 
declared. Nowhere does the detailed 
account mention the expenditure in¬ 
curred for the games which the gov¬ 
ernment has been pressurised to re 


veal on several occasions. The chair¬ 
man of the .Special Organising Com¬ 
mittee (SOCl.Buta Singh,has said in 
Parliament that the games have cost 
the national exchequer Rs 78 crores. 
But according to unofficial sources, 
the A.siad may well have cost the 
country over Rs 400 crores. The fi¬ 
gures, quoted by the government are 
unconvincing, if all the construction 
and development expenditure is 
taken into account. The Indraprashta 
Indoor Stadium, for instance, will be 
turned over to the Sports Authority 
of India by the Delhi Development 
Authority for a price of Rs 40 crores. 
How could then the Asiad Project 
have cost just Rs 78 crores? 

These are questions that should 
have been answered by the proiect. 
The president of the Indian Olympic : 
Association, V.C. Shukla agreed “If 
the report has not given a balance- 
sheet of the games, then an impor¬ 
tant aspect of the report has been 
ignored.” Besides, since the report 
provides details’of the construction 
of 17 sports venues and .1,500 new 
hotel rooms, it would have been 
necessary to add how the new' facili¬ 
ties are being utilised now. Instead, 
there is a rambling description of 
how the stadia were constructed and 
the task which lea to an increase in 
the nation’s prestige was accomplis¬ 
hed- 

'It is the established tradition of the 
Asian Games Federation to publish 
an account of the organisational and 
infrastructural details of hosting the 
Asian Games. Some sections in the 
New Delhi report make it appear 
that the SOC has included in it, its 
bid of hosting the 1992 Olympics. 
Details of the Asian Games Federa¬ 
tion Council meeting which took 
place in New Delhi in November 
1981 and the 87rh session ot the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) in New Delhi in .March 1983 
are mentioned. There are also dozens 
of profusely illustrated pages de¬ 
voted to the tourist spots and places 
of worship, which are not men¬ 
tioned in the official report. 

A number of glaring errors have 
crept into the report. While pages 
and pages of illustrations have no 
captions, many important personali¬ 
ties who were associated with the 
games have not been mentioned. The 
number of elephants brought inirom 
Trichur for the opening ceremony of 
the ninth Asian Games changes from 
22 to 32 in the first volume of the 
report and two photographs of diffe¬ 
rent personalities have the same cap¬ 
tion: Shiekh Fahad A1 Sabah, the 
first president of the Olympic Coun¬ 
cil of Asia. 
ffHu Sartn. Mew DafW 
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Unanswered Questions 


Thaiost uf holding the ^uiiieshas not been revealed 
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Attempt to Kill Newsman 

AJlegnlions against Hoik hi uiuv'cisitv oIIk kiIs 


D eunandan, a reporter of the Ran 
chi ibxptess, a local Hindi news 
paper, was retuimnK home late at 
night on 22 Tune His moped was 
stopped bv a gioup ot men |ust “iOO 
yards from his oftiee in Uppei 
Bacaar, Ranchi’s busv business dis 
tnet “Turnst bahiit baat kdinj h.u 
(We have a lot to tell vou) ” one ot 
them said The repoiter ignoied 
them and was about to tide awav 
when he was dragged down and stab 
bed from the has k, injuring his lungs 
and hvLt As hi fell down oni. ot the 
assailants opened fiie but the bullet 
naitowlv missed De-onandan 
The sound ot the gun shot added to 
turthei confusion The shopkeeptis 
in the ba^aai aria weie pulling down 
their shutteis-and wtit about to go 
home and the few onlookers who had 
gathered, fled in panic The mis 
ereants, afraid of being caught, also 
ran away 

In his brief statement to the police 
Deonandan gave an account of the 
proceedings and claimed to have 
lecogiiised one of his assailants He 
said that he had seen this man in the 
loinpain of Vidsa Sagar Yadav the 
coiitrollei ot examinations ot Ranchi 
univeisity He claimed that he was 
stabbed because he had written a 
set Its ot ai titles against the universi 
tv, Mr Yadav and his depaitment 
Replying to the charges Mr Yadav 



Deonandan victimised 


said ‘ 1 am soi r\ to heal about the 
incident and thiie should be a C B1 
mquiiv into n But it is iidieulous to 
suggi ,1 that 1 had anything to do 
with the iissauli In tact Shri 
Dionandan has hiinsell swoin an 
attidavii incouit in lonncciion with 
the ditainaiion last I havt filed 
against the newspapti saving that 
he had not met mt or visited my 
ottiic at »n\ timt dining the last 
tight months So how could he have 
seen till assailant oticii in mv com 
p m\ •' Moiiovi 1 a lot ot people lomt 
to mill rnc tveiv day L)o 1 have to 
know all ot them-' 

Ihi explanation however is not 
vciv loiivineing f irstlv it is width 
believed that Mr Yadav moves 
around with local loughs Moreover, 
Ml yadav has also been fighting a 
biltei ‘wai of woiiis with the news 
papei While the Ka/ichi Express has 
stverely ciiticiscd the woikings of 
the txamination deparimtnt Mi 
Yadav has uaiined that Mi Deonan 
dan has launched a vendetta because 
his brothel an einpluvei ot the ex 
amination dipartinini was transtei 
ltd and also betause his tequest to 
giant him and his wife giaee marks 
was tuined down by the university 

The vice thaneelloi ot the universi 
ty. Dr Vishwanath Prasad also level 
led the same ehaiges at a press 
eonterence and latei claimed that 
Shri Deonandan had personally 
approached him tor the favour He 
added that the univeisitj stopped 
advei Using m the Rant/ii tspress, 
which has complained to the Press 
Council of India l-vcn though there 
IS still no conclusive clue ti establish 
the motives ot the criminals, the 
police suspect Mr Yadav’s involve 
ment in the affair The legional in 
spector general of police, Lalit Vijay 
Singh, and the director general of 
police, Bihar, Mr Jagadanand, re 
fused to say anything definite except’ 
that the stabbing was the result ot a 
deep rooted conspiracy 

Harishankar Gandhi, a “lecturer” 
against whom a warrant of arrest was 
issued, later surrendered before the 
court Mr Gandhi, said that he was a 
lecturer but it is believed that the 
Ranchi university has gone out of its 
way to provide him with an ahbi 
Gandhi flaunted a letter mentioning 


i 


his appointment for the position of 
examiner at the Dhanbad centialised 
evaluation centre, and claimed that 
he was in Dhanbad the day Deonan 
dan was stabbed The date then 
tinned in the letter is 21 June, the 
day befoie Deonandan was stabbed 
Acioiding to a highly placed police 
official Deonandan had recognised 
the assailants but had not given their 
names in the initial FIR out of tear 
He said, this implied that somebody 
in the Ranchi university gave Gandhi 
a backdated appointment letter and 
piovided him with an alibi Moreov 
er, considering Gandhi’s experience 



Vidva Sagar Yadav accused 


and that too in an educational in 
stitution (Gautamdhara College), 
which the police claim exists merely 
on paper, theie seems to have been 
no justification for appointing him as 
an examiner in such haste and by 
bending the rules Police officials 
warn that though it may not be easy 
to find the culprits, they are confi 
dent that the assailants have links 
with some university officials 
According to another theory, 
Deonandan was attacked by a noto 
nous gang of criminals, who were 
extorting haftas from the business 
men in the area Supporters of this 
theory claim that a businessman 
complained to Deonandan who per¬ 
suaded senior police officers to 
spring a trap It is believed that a 
policeman with underworld links, 
may have informed the gang of 
Deonandan’s involvement 

Uttam Sangi^ita, ttanehl 
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PARLIAMENT 


In Camera or On Camera? 


Closed circuit TV monitors to 

T he era of high technology and 
sophisticated Lommunitations 
will soon be ushered into the Parlia 
ment of India The plea voiced by 
some parliamentarians for an “open 
government with an open Parlia 
ment” will be won to some extent 
once the modernisation process with 
in the tradition-bound Parliament 
begins A decision has been taken to 
install about 110 close circuit televi 
Sion monitors (CCTV) at lantage 
points inside Parliament house, the 
Pailiament annexe and the leception 
building The finance ministry has 
recently approved the proposals ot 
the geneial purposes committee ot 
Parliament to install CCTVs for both 
the Houses at an estimated cost ot Rs 
21 lakhs and a bulk order has been 
placed with the Public Sector Hoc 
tronics Corpoiation ot India Limited 
(ECIL) at Hyderabad Work by the 


be iHslajJed in ParJianieni 

central public woiks department for 
the installation of the TV monitors 
has ah c ads begun It is expected that 
till tia of clcclionics will begin with 
the CCTVs when the monsoon ses 
Sion stalls on 21 July or befoie the 
wintfi session in November 

\t till moment the purpose of the 
CCJV momtois would be lestncted 
to pioviding inloimation on par 
liamcnt uv pioceedings, debates and 
meet nips It is expected that this 
would evi ntuallv lead to the broad 
lasr and ttlciasi of parliamentary 
procti-ding' 

The i|uestion of opening the doors 
of Parliament to television cameras 
and microphones has been debated 
I ever since independence In the past, 
I tlipie has been a stiong demand by 
some members ot Pailiament to 
I allow the audio visual media Speak 
ing on the subiect, Balram jakhar. 


speaker of the Lok Sabha said “The 
floor of the house is a living and 
throbbing institution of the people ” 
But there have been othets who have 
resented the proposal for the use of 
television inside Parliament saving it 
would destroy “privacy and serious 
debate” and might lead speakers to 
play to the galleiy “The subject of 
opening the proceedings of the house 
to TV and radio is a much larger 
question A decision will be taken 
once views op the subiect become 
crystallised,” he said The secietarv 
general of the upper house, Sudai- 
shan Agarwal felt the' views of mem 
bers of the Rajya Sabha on the 
matter were “mixed and divided ” 
Pot the moment, the secietanat were 
concerned with making a success of 
the close circuit TV piogiamme At 
tei installation of the CCTVs, the 
results of the division in the hou,,.-) 
would be announced on the momtois, 
and the antiquated system ot di 
visional bells would be done away 
with The TVs would inform mem 
bers about othei events in progress 
in both the houses, in various com 
mittee and meeting looms besides 
communicating to the membeis, im 
portant parliamcntaiy activities and 




T he explosion that rocked the 
west Delhi colony of Uttam 
Nagar early on the morning ol <> 
July, also shattered the belief that 
terrorist activity in New Delhi was 
on the wane After May, when a 
series of transistor bomb blasts kil 
led 50 persons, the capital has been 
relatively quiet Though the blast 
left the occupants of house number 
J/S8A unscathed, it confirmed in 
telligenre reports that the Sikh re 
sidents of the area had been secret 
ly arming themselves with home 
made bombs and unlicensed 
weapons Uttam Nagar was among 
the worst affected areas during the 
November riots which broke out in 
the capital after the assassination 
of Indira Gandhi The police had 
earlier suspected that some Sikh 
residents of the area had gone 
underground after the arrest of 52 
persons in connection with the tran¬ 
sistor bomb blasts A resurgence of 
terrorist activity is now feared by 
the Delhi police, especially since a 
live transistor bomb had been disc 
overed in the Nanglohi area, close 
to Uttam Nagar 


DELHI BOMB BLASTS 

The Eye-opener 


Ont ot tilt prisons wtio is sus 
petted to have ttiroust links, is 
Mukhtiar Singh whotoincidentally 
tiiggt'ied ott the explosion Iho 
bomb had been t oriccalcd in a hole 
in thekuttfia tourtyaid of the 75 sq 
yaid house A large number of 
bricks, wooden planks and iron 
bars had been plated over the 
bomb hiding it completely At 7 10 
am Mukhtiar Singh, son in law of 
the ownei ot the house. Gain Singh 
placed his shoe on an iron rail 
placed just above the explosive and 
hammered a nail into tht shoe The 
bomb immediately burst and a 
large quantity of bomb-splinters, 
brick bats and iron bai s, which had 
hidden the explosive flew in all 
diiections latti expeits of the 
Cential hotensit Science Labora 
rorv (Cl SI ) said that the bomb was 
made of one and a halt kgs of gun 
powder, pitric icid. and sulpher 
and the repeated hammering on the 
exact spot whete the bomb had 
been concealed was enough to 
cause a “firing tiain” and detonate 
the bomb hidden 'ix feet below 
The crude explosive experts said, 


was similar to the one' that had 
been lecoveied tiom the residence 
ot Kaitai Singh Naiang, a lesident 
otWest Patel Nagai after the May 
transistoi blasts 

The accidental blast, which 
caused panic among citizens of west 
Delhi was a blessing in disguise for 
the Delhi police who have intensi 
fled their search for terrorists sus¬ 
pected to have gone underground 
in the wake of large scale arrests in 
Delhi in May The souice of the 
blast in Uttam Nagar is being in 
vestigated by the p0i^“I)unng 
interrogation, Mukhtiar«Mrij[|!&t.who 
first claimed to know nothMgdbout 
the bomb concealed in the cour 
tyard, admitted that sometime ago 
such a hole had been dug The 
police are continuing their imes 
tigations and mote ariests ate like¬ 
ly to take place Accoiding to police 
officers who reached the spot mi 
nutes after the explosion, they are 
going to launch a crackdown on 
suspected terrorists in West Delhi 
and the trans Jamuna colonies. 

HHu Smin, Mew DalhJ 
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fld&huig important news items on the 
monitors A control room is to be set 
up close to the central hall in Parha 
ment house and it has been sug 
gested that internal announcements 
on the CCTV’s monitors could be 
made as is the practice in some 
foieign Parliaments, airports and 
railway stations 

Inspite of the announcement of the 
CCTV programme, it may be many 
years before the long established in 
camera convention of the Indian Par 
liament can be broken In August last 


I n a state where tourism is a major 
source of income,(the government 
earned over Rs 100 cioies in 1981 82) 
It IS not surprising that the authoi 
ities are worried) that from an all 
time high oFfi 42 lakh annual visitois 
to Kashmir in 1981 82 the number 
plummetted to 2 29 lakh in 1983 84 
Says Khayem Lata Wakklu, Kash 
mir’s minister of state for tourism 
“The government has now decided to 
take steps to promote Kashmir as a 
destination We cannot affoid to 
Ignore this inter related industry 
which involves most ol the state’s 
population ’ 

The reason why toui ism in the 
Valiev IS badly affected is simple 
tourism and terrorism don’t mix Ihe 
effects of Operation Bluestar, the 
subsequent hijacking of two Indian 
Airlines aeroplanes, the riots follow 
ing Mrs Gandhi’s assassination and 
finally the bomb explosions which 
rocked northern India have taken 
their toll Traffic via Punjab—a state 
from where a laige numbei of tour 
ISIS come is on the decline Of late, 
Punjab has been relatively calm but 
the Valley’s troubles are far from 
iver The people of Gujarat who are 
avid travelleis, face too many piob 
lems because of the anti reservation 
agitation The state’s politicians too 
are to blame The installation of the 
G M Shah ministry in June 1983 
meant total curfew tor neatly a 
month, resulting in massive cancella 
tion of tourist transput t and hotel 
bookings during the peak season 
Moreover, political rallies 

ca. bring a ‘shutters down’ 

situation in the state almost instan 
taneouslv Explains Ranjan Bhat 
tacharya of the Oberoi Palace hotel 
“We weie practically operatmg on 
ml occupancy ’’ 
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year, the films division had sought 
the permission to make a 
documentary on parliamentary pro 
ceedings Though peimission was in 
itially granted, no filming of the 
actual proceedings was finally 
allowed In 1978, a Lok Sabha mem 
ber requested the minister of in 
formation and bioadcasting to intro 
duce direct broadcasts of parliamen 
tary pioceedings The request was 
turned down 

KItu Sam, Naw Dalhl 


To oveicome the slump in the 
industiy, the state goveinment has 
doled out lehe*' to the small house 
boat owneis, the shikarawaJJahs the 
poniuaUahsand ’he taxi operatois- 
all of whom are totally dependent on 
the seven month touiist season tor 
then livelihood Now the govern 
ment has poured over Rs 1 4 crores 
as relief for them But thi> figure is 
insubstantial considering that on an 
aveidgt, a ponywallah owing two 
mares earns about Rs 3 000 pel 
month in any normal season While 
the smaller operatois might covei 
the It an period with the aid fi om i he 
state It IS the bigger operators who 
will taee problems 

The largei guest house and house 
boat owners as well as the bigger 
tourist taxi operators and above all 
the bigger hote'ls (three star up 
wards, with their larger overheads 
and infrastructure are facing prob 
lems A similar situation was un 


heard ot two years ago It had led to 
the mushrooming of lodgings all over 
the Valley with the state actively 
encouraging entrepreneurs with in 
ceniives and low subsidy rates to 
piomote touiism Abdul Rehman 
Karnai, a houseboat ownei whose 
family has about ten deluxe house 
boats in Srinagar said, “I’ve just 
spent over Rs 12 lakhs in building 
this new houseboat, but I have had to 
bring down my daily rental charges 
from Rs STO to Rs 250 to attract 
customers With each houseboat 
comes a cook, a washer woman, a 
bearer and a ihikarawaJldh, so bv the 
end of the day I am hardly making a 
ptotii ” While rooms had to be 
booked months in advance in the 
larger hotels a few season ago a 
visitor to Srinagat today, can walk 
into a five star hotel and book a 
room 

However many attribute the re 
duction in traffic to the highly ex 
agge rated press reports, which be 
cause of Kashmir s special standing 
tains bannei headlines, for even 
minor problems Elucidates Rakesh 
Mathur general manager of the Cen 
taur Lake View hotel “Tourism here 
was not greatly affected by the poll 
tics ot Punjab The press is largely to 
be blamed for blowing the whole 
scenario out ol perspective If statis 
tics can be examined, I am sure that 
on any givtn day there is more 
Moknee in Delhi than in the state of 
Kashmir ’’ 

Due to the reduction in traffic, the 
state IS suffering a loss of around Rs 
60 to Rs 65 ciores per season Fortu 
nately, the state government has 
realised this and in order to over 
come the layman’s fears about visit 
ing the Valley, the Jammu and Kash 
mir Tourism Department (JKTD) has 
launched a virtual media blitz With 
a publicity budget of over Rs one 
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crore (one of the highest in the 
country) the JKTD has advertised in 
all the major national dailies and 
even issued a supplement in News¬ 
week International at a cost of Rs 
two lakhs. Video clips, country wide 
exhibitions, extensive press and pub¬ 
licity campaigns organised by the 
tourism ministry have begun to yield 
rewards. The arrival figures for June 
this year were about 35,000 ■.almost 
300 per cent higher than the same 
period last year.' Long term projects, 
like developing Gulmarg into a com¬ 
plete ski training centre and the 
establishment of a Rs ten crore 
Nehru Mountaineering Institute, 
near Anantnag, are also in the pipe¬ 
line. 


More aggressive marketing 
strategies, especially among five star 
hotels, are emerging in the shape of 
cut-throat package tours. With the 
occupancy levels falling to 25 to 30 
per cent of the total rooms available, 
it is not surprising that hard-sell 
tactics are resorted too. Much to the 
dismay of its rivals. Hotel Corpora¬ 
tion of India’s (HCI) Centaur in Sri¬ 
nagar, in an unheard of move, 
offered a mind bogging 'off season 
discount’ during the peak season. At 
an incredible Rs 27.5 per head per 
night, the Centaur which offers its 
visitors five star services, has 
brought its tariff structure on par 
with the three star Broadway hotel. 
Mathur rationalised: “A 50 per cent 


reduaion in rates is the usual prac¬ 
tice for all hotels during the lean 
winter months. As far as I am corn* 
cerned, with tourism being hh^y 
affected, there are no off seasons or 
on seasons. Moreover the Centauit, 
which has only opened last year) has' 
to compete with hotels which havje 15 
to 30 years marketing experifnae 
behind them.” Not to be outdoi^, 
the Oberoi Palace offered a cowter 
package for this season—a tOTtie- 
night-four day stay available to tihe 
tourists at an incredible Rs 1,2^4, 
These packages which are supposed 
to cut costs without cutting corners, 
have naturally enticed a substantial 
numbers of tourists. The Centaur is 
now boasting of a May occupdncy 
rate of over 90 per cent on operation¬ 
al rooms, and though the Oberoi 
Palace has an occupancy average of 
only 45.2 per cent, they insist that 
they have higher room sales. Such 
trade practices may well explain why 
the Oberoi Palace is going in for a 
“deluxe five star” classification. 

Though such reports are encourag¬ 
ing, those connected with this indus¬ 
try feel that the government is not 
providing enough attention to infras¬ 
tructure like roads, power and ame¬ 
nities that could really consolidate 
Kashmir’s position on the interna¬ 
tional tourist map. An irate hotel 
owner remarked, “Thanks to the gov¬ 
ernment there are less tourists and 
more flies in the state.” A master 
plan to develop Pahalgaum has been 
gathering dust for the past 50 years. 
Red tapism is also a major handicap. 
Narendar Singh said: “I have to take 
the cabinet’s permission’ to build 
bathrooms in my own hotel.” Also, 
illustrative of the government’s neg¬ 
lect, has been the fact that the JKTD 
has not cared to do an accurate study 
of the revenues earned by the indus¬ 
try or the actual number of tourists 
who visit the country. Many are 
labelled tourist even though they 
come to the valley on business. 
Ho wever,a growing consciousness has 
egged the present ministry to enlist 
the services of the Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS) to carry out an accu¬ 
rate statistical survey of the indus¬ 
try. Omar Jaan, director of tourism 
states emphatically “The Fifth Plan 
target of a 15,000 bed strength in the 
private sector alone, will be in¬ 
creased during the Seventh Plan, to 
over 40,000 beds. With the govern¬ 
ment both at the central and state 
level, seriously promoting tourism, 
there will be no unoccupied beds." It 
is hoped that a combination of active 
government support and political 
stability, will ensure that tms prom¬ 
ise holds true. 

MakM* Chaadn, Maw IMM 
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R enu Malhotrh’smarriagetoan 
American David Reynolds, was 
about to turn into a bilateral 
headache. But luckily, things did not 
go- that far. Her father, an economic 
adviser at th<fi! Indian embassY, 
changed his mind and allowed their 
nuptials to take place but in the form 
of. a Hindu cerentouy. 

The four-day incident began last 
Friday when Ms Maltetra and Mr 
Reynolds announced to' hei parents 
thet they: had eloped. Mr P.K. 
Malmttra Hew into a rageand tore up 
the marriage certificate, Malhot- 
rg with his wife pushed their 23-yeai - 
Old daughter into the bedroom, lock- 
ii edit and threw out Hteir bridegroom, 
r Reymdds •' ‘. 26-year-old 
Ct^buter Programmer from Kcnsing- 
<09'in"}i4a^land; ■ ^ 

'On hearing that his bride might 
Cbme to harm or be farced to return 
!« 'India against her will, Mr 
Ileynoids called the police. They, 
^however, refused to enter Malhotra’s 
aaaidence because of his diplomatic 
immbhity, as a mem^r the Indian 
ihs'hassy. The police, however 
jMylBdd Reyiudds to contact the pro- 
.of%e at the dapattment of 
,iR«te. ' 

V ftis not exactly clear astn how the 
thate department reimlved^fhe mat^ 
t«f. The departmehr has a right tp 
mediate in dittos on behalf of 
j^iaerican , 4 :kiaens, especially when 
the fprid^ihidividual involved has k, 
allovring. th*:- 

AmariCf^ any tacoufse to.US' cduris. 

Rut 'associate 
chief explainad that the V 

djepiitds ah^' hBht&ad.mt a cayg-by- 
'biiiit'.h^use, of the.-jlntricacieS ■ 


of the legal issues surrounding di¬ 
plomatic immunity. In this case, legal 
counsel at the department of state 
said that Mr Malhotra was fully with¬ 
in his rifdits m eject Mr Reynolds 
because, his residence is a.s “inviol¬ 
able” as the Indian embassy. Also, 
Mr Malhotra would probably be with¬ 
in his rijdtts to send, his daughter 
back to India. Since she was still 
living with her parents she was co¬ 
vered by the immunity clause. Whan 
contacted, die state department said 
that the moblem was a family affair 
which should first be handled “inter¬ 
nally” before it could step in. If the 
matter were nor te.so]ved and Renu 
were forced to return to India; the 
state department Could have thought 
it fit to try and discuss the matter 
with the Indian embassy officials. 
But such a move could easily have 
been interpreted as interference in a 
cultural arena where protocol does 
not exist, 

“This is my personal matter, and 
ail of us are talking to oach other,” 
said Renu, in a telephonic conversa¬ 
tion with The Washington Post. For¬ 
tunately. the dispute never got far 
enough to entangle the state depart¬ 
ment. The 'gver-gracious economic 
minister «t the embassy, Mr S.P. 
Bagla, MrT^dlhotia’s boss, spent long 
hours oym- the weekend calming the 
unhappy father and working out a 
comtwoRUse- Mr Malhotra, who is 
suji^Qsed to leave for Delhi.for a 
fresh assimment, has promised a 
Hindu wedding for his daughter be¬ 
fore he leaves, and Mr Reynolds says 
■he .is “ecstaric. 
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AinunR the e((iiionii( piionltes ol 
th( lountiv IS deterniiniiip the (hold 
ot future.tiH bnnlof^ii s Dovelopment is 

110 loiif’d leistireK .mil (hrniioluQKdl 
rhr first iiufustiiiil revolution was 
flit 111 d b\ (o.d (iiul steam power and 
till si'dmd 1 )\ (heinic.il ancf eleitrital 
industries Now i hange is being catalv 
std ti\ the mil lopuxessor on the oni 
bind and giiielK engineering on thr 
olhei 1 hi se are the frontier aioas ol 
de\( loiiineiit whii h will usher in the 
next 1 eiiturv 

I he i him e is not between the 
two but on what priorities should 

111 gi\eii to e.ith (HR ol th<*m so 
that till loiiiiln would be optimalU 
seiviil 1 he (aeeii Revolution was the 
beginning of agn biolei hnologv ap 
IiliiatioTi in Its (i,ul\ (la^s in India I he 
spri ad lit satellite i oinniuiiii ations 
wi athei Ion (asting and Ihi extension 
of till telev dion IK twill k ovei the last 
tliiee 111 lour \eais is an indiiation ol 
th( in ignitiidi ol manageable change 

Indn ((inipared to maii\ nations 
III till South IS bettel eiimpped to 
undeitake woik in these aieas which 
riitiiiie a science and engineeiing base 
While mui li is being wiitten and dis 
Hissed .ihoiil elei tioniLS and telniom 
niuiiii ations the si ope and potential 
of liiotec hnolog\ in improving agn 
(ultiiial iiiodiii li\ itv needs to he 
bioiigbt into fill us as well Rapid ads 
and s base .dreads taken place in 
Wi“l ni I uKipe and the USA in this 
III Id However wi know that exclu- 
sui (l( pi ndeiue on imported leihnal- 
o(.v h.e its own drawbac ks siiuidi cer¬ 
tain Ic \ el ol national technologs com- 
piiteme IS netessarv for more econo 


tnical and acceptable global interai- 
tion 

As fdi as agridillural produrtivitv 
improvement!, are t iini ernod the i om- 
mendable advances which stalled in 
the sixties niiisl conlinue These in 
elude increase in fertilizer plodiiction 
and the use ol new dwarf s.irieties ol 
seeds * me leased irrigation and crop 
ping iiilpiisitv and speiifu inputs tor 
divlaiul and marginal land farming 
The qualitv ol agricultural u'starch in 
unisersities and the transfer of in 
loimation from laboratoiv to land have 
made phenomenal prngiess and must 
be further intensiluui this has been 
mall bed by the lesponse ol l.iiniers in 
adopting new im thods and tei hriolo 
gies Sevei.ll i hemicals wliiib base 
greatly enhanced field pioclnc lisilv are 
likelv to improsp in safety sersalihts 
and efieclivenc'ss m the diming veais 
There arc also areas ol loncc'rn Ihe 
prodm lion ol (lulscs and oilseeds has 
remained static so has milk and (isli 
oiilpiit Some of these represent i rilic 
al clelic leiic les m the national dietary 

NKW FRONTIERS 

1 or today s addiess I h.n c c hosen 
a (ew areas of the ipplic .itioii ol sc ii'n 
le to agncultiiie Ihi topic is of in 
leiesi to the Company and is also a 
national priority These trontier anas 
ol sciimi e are likeh to suppleinent the 
stupendous national cKort being made 
to increase agricilltuial niitpiit It is 
neiessary to reit(*rate the teiiii sup 
phiment because the bdhock ol the 
agiicultural economy has hc'en well 
estiblished by a senes of tei hnologic al 
and (icononiic measuies we will have 
to continue to imprciye Itieir elteclive 
ness and extend lliein As satellite 
cominiiiiidilioiis are unlikely In re¬ 
place surface mail in India it would be 
unwise to expert that the application 
ot new biology will overtake tiadi 
tunial and well-tested mc'thods in agii- 
c ulture 

T here are certain lessons to be 
learnt here horn the West With the 
disc overy and production of Interleion 
over ten yeais ago and subseep'ent dis- 
i ovnries in genetic engineering and 
monoclonal technology there giew a 
belief that traditional lechniciues ol 
treating human disease would undcigo 


a radical i hange In spite ot these ex- 
jilosive devoloptneuts. progress has 
been less enchanting in business 
terms There is however, no doubt 
whatsoever that many of these dreams 
are likely to be realised before the turn 
of the century In the meantime, tradi¬ 
tional urganu c hemic al drug therapy 
continues to make spectaiular ady- 
ances In the final analysis it will be an 
interweaving of the traditional with 
genutic engineering teihniqnes which 
will emerge in the battle against ma|or 
diseases Similarly in agriculture it 
will be a cniiibination of the well 
tested with new scientillc inputs 
which w ill usher in the next era of 
pi ogress 

Hiiuluslan levers history ol Ihe 
application of science and U'chnolngy 
111 Its hiisini-ss IS well doc umenled 
1 ollowiiig the sue (essful use ol i he 
mislrv ,111(1 tec hnology to further tradi- 
licmal aip.is ol business new vistas are 
now being explored as pait of emr agn 
business stiatc'gy In this ari'a flu 
,11 hievc'ments of Unilever resuiiih are 
vcMV iminessiM indeed It is this c urn 
1)111,itiun ol a loi al sc leni i base and a< 
cess to global developtnenls which 
places the ( ompany in a unique posi 
turn loi ventiiiiiig into this arc'a 

Uiotec hnology rescxirc h has been 
m progress in a few laboratoiies in the 
country and more is planned iiuluci 
mg a very ambitious national program 
tnt in collabomtion with iiilernational 
.igenc les But in order to he in Ihe fore 
front ol the last developments that are 
taking place greater i oordinaticm is 
necessary I believe that industries 
dealing in agricultural piodiicts hive a 
unique role lo play both m Ihe con 
Iribution they can make, and lor the 
enormous oppnitimitv they can pro 
vide 111 the lunger toim 

We reiognise that an unassatluble 
and strong agree ultural ei onomy is 
going to be a maior factor in ushering 
m a more prosperous and c onfident fu¬ 
ture Neither industry noi agriculture 
can thrive m isolation in this scheme 
ol things Nor will the developments 
envisaged follow the pallerns long 
established in the well-endowed,, 
sparsely populated and prosperous 
parts of the woild As in many other 
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«n*rfs, (|p\r‘lopmt>nt will hdxc to ni.itdi 
litirfi (iitiHilions In Hindnst.in Inver 
we hclinve llidl thfip is now d Rrowin^ 
mtprf.rcp liotwoi’n the okui indiisitv 
find riKru iiltiiro which provides i'm il 
ms opportunities for siowtli 

In the lest of this p.ipc*r I Khvc' 
df'dlt with hroHcl issues ,issue i ited with 
.111 elerdlms the* <ip|ihi .itioii iil Irontior 
•iicvis ol sc leiH c> .end tec hnologv ic- 
SI III h to isric liltlice ind li.cve cilict 
spec itic .ncMs ol rese.irc h and cpplic i 
tion which iiic iiTipoitint fen ‘iiccis. 
Iiil isii liiisiiiess di'v cdopinecil .iiicl 
Siovvih 111 the Indi.iii conic st 

PKhSIM l»()SniON 

I'lipicn eiiic Ills m .isni illliii il p o 
duilivilv p iitic iil.iilv diiiiim till cin 
tiiiv hive heen •■flenci‘led Nowhc-ii 
h i\ the cli'v c lopmi'iils heen is spec 
t ic III II . 1 ' in the USA 1 he i s| il h 
iiic 111 .Old c cinliihiilion ot the I i ic* 
t.r.iiit (ollipi's 111 th it coiinlrv wi i 
1 onsc ipi >111 ol the sc II III 1 |iiill in 
esn illlm d developiiienl Mli i Woild 
W.ii II these- ill VI lopmi Ills I ipidlv 
spii id Id Wislc-rii I iirope <ind iiit.iin 
(ilh'i [nils lit mi world Adv ones 
look place in imp .i^ln lilllin is well 
o III inini.il 'lush iiidiv mil pisi ii nl 
line [Ills III iii-.ile-d c‘iiorinons ni 
phocs ot .isriprodiii Is in II li h 
I iinial pmli III .Hill edihli I its 

III Inch I I InoRe he” III iltei Indc 
p.-iidem I lust Ihioiish inipoil -it 
stitntioii ind thc-ii Ihioneli the* ( '> > 
Pel iliilion I dm .itioii in it,iii iilliio 
esli II loi piciin.ininii s hlo I divi-lop 
liii It IOC leiisins use ol clw ill hvhiids 
fcildi I'is pi-tii nil's and herhic ides 
and propiessive loviiis' Ihioiii'h 
iriiRalion all helped in Ihesf ellnils In 
spill ol .ill this .is)o piodiic liv itv IS 
sidl pic'ilomiuanllv mninoon di pen 
dent 

As ,1 ii'siill ol intensive sc ii-ntilic 
ic'seari h iindc'ilaken in the sixtii's the 
indiisliiril use ol ncin-convention.il oils 
sin h as rii I'hran castoi knsiim mow 
r.ih sal riei'ni and kaiania ini ri'.isecl 
and M‘li*Uhi'd the pressiue on edible 
nils to some extent Mowi'ver pc'r c api 
ta aviiil.ibihtv ol ludigeiinus c'dihle oils 
has sli'addv dec rc'ased in spite ot 
heveial stc'ps taken and imports have 
I onliniic'd to mcrciase In l‘J84 a semi¬ 
nar was held in Delhi under the au¬ 
spices of the Hindustan hever Re- 
seare h Voundation (HLRh') at which 
eminent agric ultural scientists from all 
ovc'r the ccmntrv chsiussed the steps 


leipini-d to ovc-iconii this majni piob 
I ecu 

All lailiei HIRI sc-ininai in t<IH2 
di‘ciissoil the prohlenis nl pulse pro 
chic lion III hull I whic h has been iiioie 
Ol less slagii ml loi the last dec ,iclc' 
thus ii'clui niR the per c ipita avni.ibil 
itv cil protein hi ciiii I u«elv vc'gi'l.oi.in 
popid ihciii 

III' production ol p idciv W he it 
I'l'l Ill’ll his iiureisi'd I pel l.ic iilarlv 
lhmiii.'h dll ipplli ihoil ol SI lentlfli agll 
I iilliin II cl the progesivi iniieisc'in 
die iiM of 11 I'lh/i I' pc she nil's mil hi'i 
hi icli s I 111 SI navi hoc 11 so|ipleinenled 
111 inireismg uiM-simc iit in iiiigilioii 
loi igc Iiid di I ihiitioii f II ilities Hut 
till ri III signs ol liveltiiif oil ind di 
III ISC 111 fill ' ihii of 111 ''c nii'iil il iiiitpiil 

I oino III d to iiiiuil c os|s 

Milk IV id ibihiv 111- iiicii'asi-d 
iiodi s|iv through coipiiatiM il.iirii's 
md goverMineiit milk c henii s in l.ii 
gi c Iciv'ns mil 1 dies I hi ii liodiictiiiii 
ol i MIS'hied 1 ows h i li.iil limitc'cl sue 
cess md the hull do i oiitiiiiies to fie 
>' I in nil mill h iiiiiiii d 

V lor id ihdilv ol itiiiii d jiro 
Pill UOd Mill I llllh I’ll'it h IS heen sup 
pi 'Ilf Idl'd In mcri'isi ii p idtr\ laini 
mg Rid pi I loit 1 tell ividihililv is 
sli idiK cleiieisilll' I'VI'IV veil which 
111 I’lrn >' nlleiti'di’ p'ii es me le.ismg 
'line 11 d'l I I >1 till gi 1 I d Ic vel ol in 

II dioi 

Iliii- 111 ' piti ol iiiiiiv nolewor 
Il \ ' hiev I 11'Ills Ihi n in sc vet d 

in e ol iciiicern is well I hi'lieve that 
hiilliii she ngtheiiiiig ol ptoveii lech 
iiolciiues md I’llc'ivve'IV mg these with 
selc'ilive ip|ilic alioii ol hiolc'C hiiologv 
will he till lataivsl In miprove agri 
iiiltiird piochic tiv Itv 111 India 

BI01F.f HNOHKJY IN AHRK’UI- 
rURF - A PRIORITY A( IIVITY 

I nientionecl e.irhei that there is a 
lot to bc> leainl Iroiii the e-cperienii' ol 
new hiiiliigv in Wes'eni hiirope and 
the USA During the Iasi twentv 
VIM s there has been a vc'iit ible explo¬ 
sion ol discoveries c imparahli* cinlv lo 
wh.et happenc'd in pirtic le phvsic s and 
wave nun hanii s earlier in the c enturv 
The development ol the alciniu bomb 
was rapid but peai eful apphrations of 
the new physics > ame much slower 
Witness the controversv ahoiil nucle.ir 
powei plants all civei the world Simi- 
larlv the commernal exploilaliou of 


the new biology has been alow The 
noteworthy ew eption is the develop¬ 
ment ol human msuiin by the genetic 
manipulation of bacteria As With all 
ma|or discoveries, we are passing 
through a phase of greater hopes than 
results While it is ncH’essary to take a 
(autious view of the speed with which 
the new biologv will yield results, 
thc'ie c an be no debate that our country 
has to plunge into it as an art of faith 
We c.innot aftord to miss this unique 
opporfiinitv to develop competence in 
a vital field whic h wilt soon be a ma|or 
factoi m geo-ec onomic s It is also im 
portanl lo realise that as in anv other 
sc lent die endeavour, global ciiopera 
turn will be impenfive In order lo par- 
tic ipate In thc'se developments of the 
twentv first c entiirv we have to pre 
pare- ourselves as pciilners rather th.in 
as supplic ants 

As a result of the' already high 
level ol ague ultural piocliutivity ani 
surpluses m the western world, biolo 
goal and genetic lesean h will con- 
liniie to be predominantly devoted to 
liiim.in he.dlli in proferenc o to agiicul- 
tuie 1 iirtbermoip scientific applica¬ 
tions in agriculture arc- not rc'ndily 
transfc-rahlr unless theie are suitable 
lec eiv uig agenc les Diffeienc es in agro 
c limiitic c onditions and plant types are 
also important factors 

Will) 0111 limited resources, the 
choice' ot Ironlier aieas ol science for 
applic iilicen partic iilarlv to agric ulture, 
must 111 'selective However even with¬ 
in <1 limited sinpe the costs and risks 
ire going lo be enormous and an ex- 
ceplioii.il order of skills required so it 
IS ni'i ess.iiv to approach the issue as 
one lining economic pre-eminentci in 
the iimiiliv s list of priorities It would 
be* mv plea that all ‘eientifu and tech 
nologii .il ai tiv ities wliic h lead to in- 
c reased agric iiltiira) prodiirtivity 
shoiilcl be eonsidi'red to be ol (lore 
1-1 onomic Pnnrily not unlike manv 
otbei ireas where progress came only 
alter such prioiilv was given In India 
we have a well established systom ol 
signalling ec onomic prioiities in the 
toriii of polo V derlarations and nnti- 
ficalions This has happened beraiise 
matnr a< livitii's are state-funded and 
esppc lallv as the scope of work and its 
e lists would be hevond most iintversitv 
laboratories and many private Indus- 
tries 

Currently, the only activities 
meant cixclusively tor agncultuial out¬ 
put and recognised as core industries 
ot economic priority are inorganic fer¬ 
tilisers, pesticides and herbicides 
Thnv happen to be included in their 
own light as morgana chemicals and 
heavy organic c heraicals The list now 
needs to be extended to include hither- 
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to uncoiisidpred aotivitios ndatud to 
Hgro-prodiiclivity which require mod- 
uni leidiniquos oi biologv, gonolics and 
biolethiiology. 

AREAS OF RESEARCH 

Biolochnology is sonu'linies 
erroneously thought to ruler to geiietu. 
engineering. While genetic engineering 
is the specific technique of transhirriiig 
gene expression through laboratory in¬ 
tervention. biotechnology involves 
converting discoveries in new biology 
into indu.strial and agricultural ap¬ 
plications. These inchide a whole 
scries of disciplines such as hiofuels. 
nitrogen fixation, lemientation, plant 
hydrocarbons, antibiotics, vaccines, 
microbial insecticides and biomass 
production. In India, the National 
Biotechnology Hoard has chosen gene¬ 
tic engineering, photosynthesis, tissue 
culture, enzyme engineering, alcohol 
ferme.ntalioii and iiiiirnmotechnologv 
as areas of immediate interest. 

It IS, however. im|iortant to real¬ 
ise that although the potential is unli¬ 
mited, the scientific and technolugii.ul 
infrastructure required to exploit this 
vast field is equally tormidable. Ker- 
nientation and en/vme technology or 
bio-catalysis have possibly made lh(‘ 
greatest advances m huiuslrial terms 
Thes is manifest more in lapan than 
anywhere, el.se As a matter ol fact, 
fapan regards biotei hnologv as the 
'last major tochnologii.al revolution ol 
this century’. 

f In India we already have a reason 
able base to produce (ernientatiou pro¬ 
ducts such as antibiotics and organic 
acids, and in spile ol the lesoune (.011- 
straiiils ill the country, the si.ope is in¬ 
deed unlimited. For example, the use 
ol enzyme teclinology to produce a 
number ol high value fine i.hemicals 
and developing energy conservation 
pro( es.ses lias hardly been looked into. 
There is one particular area in which 
tll.I. scientists have achieved consider¬ 
able suc( ess Oils and fats are the ma- 
|or raw materials of our business. 
While now avenues lor enhancing out¬ 
put coiitmue to bi‘ explored, wo in- 
ve.sligated the question of using geneti¬ 
cally modified bacteria to produce edi¬ 
ble quality oil and glvceiine for indust¬ 
rial use. Kconomicallv, such a proposi¬ 
tion can only lie of interest to a peren¬ 
nially oil-short comitrv lik<> ludi,i. 

Although the developments are 
still at an early stage, the results are 
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encouraging. Scientists in our lahora- 
lory have manipulated genes of two 
edible viiiieties ol yeast to produce a 
hybrid cell capable oi not only produc¬ 
ing and nccuimilating high amnunis of 
fats of the order of S 0 "/o of the liiiiinass. 
but also lapable of utili.sing sugar at 
high rates and pioduc.ing fat within ,')-4 
days This unique feat has been accom¬ 
plished by a novel tet.hnique of proto¬ 
plast fusion and gene technology. Our 
i heiiiical technologi.sts have succeeded 
111 growing this newly engineered spe- 
c ies of yeast in pilot fermenters and 
succe.ssfully extracting good quality 
edible (at from the biomass Although 
the mvostments in industrial scale-up 
are ralhej- high, our scienti.sts estimate 
lli.it we (.oiild one day produce good 
quality edible tats from mola.s.ses at a 
cost ol Rs ttdOtl — lU.tUlU per tonne. 

We are also engaged in the [iro- 
diu lion ol a numPor ol other cheniii - 
Ills via lliis route, although progress, liy 
n.s very pioneering nature, is slow and 
the high costs of scole-iip make it ini- 
per.ilive to evolve cost-effective en¬ 
gineering design. The work of selecting 
and modilving micro-organisms to pro¬ 
duce a whole series ol highly valiiatile 
(.heniicdls ei.onuiniiallv will become 
one of the jiritn.irv foci of biotechnolo¬ 
gy researi.h and development program¬ 
mes in this country. Tins is also true oi 
the development of enzvme technolo¬ 
gy where a beginning has yet to be 
made. Oiir initial forays into this field 
appear promising but will have to 
await suciessfiil industrial scale-up 

SOME PRAC’nCAl. ASPECTS 

To us in India, agrii.ulture-relaled 
liiotei.lniology is o( exieplioiial im¬ 
portance. 'I'hi.s encompa.s.ses key area.s 
ranging from bio-insei ticides. growth 
[ironioler.s/regulators and photosynth¬ 
esis improvers to tissue culture, hybrid 
seeds production, genetic engineering 
and others including augmentation of 
edible tats and milk output and fish 
farming. 

India owe.s its dramatic increase 
in iiereals output to new hybrids .such 
as the cross between Mexican dwarf 
and the Indian varieties, indeed hybrid 
seeds today represent a big business 
oiiportunity in the country. The result 
ui the union of two genotypes, hybrids 
are more efficient than their parents 
under a variety of agronomic condi¬ 
tions. Oevelopod on systematic lines 
on a large scale, the spread effect and 


ecnnoniic outcome will be quite signifi- 
cant. India is the first to produce hybrid 
cotton seeds by the novel'hand polliiiH- 
tion method,' evidence that the country 
has the capability to siiccossftilly forge 
ahead in this field. 

Tissue culture is the tool in the 
propagation of true progenies of the 
parent plant with uniform growth and 
productivity characteristics for eacli 
species in a given agro-climatic en¬ 
vironment through successive genera¬ 
tions. The advantage oi the technique 
in ensuring that (.onimercial crops 
sucli as oil palm give the best possible 
yields is obvious. Unilever has 
achieved a breakthrough in the clonal 
propagation of oil palm. Begun 1.5 
years ago, it is a siii 1 e.ssful commercial 
reality today At Hindustan l-ever’s 
Laboratories , research is progiessirig 
with coconut palm. The tissue culture 
method, unlike the conventional 
methods of breeding, leads to obtain¬ 
ing increased genetii variabilitv re¬ 
latively rapidly. Fusion ol 1 iiltiired 
plant cells permits the development o( 
unique hybrid pl.ints The technique 
coi ' ' 'le viilnable in .ic.hieving .1 bicak 
through in the prodiu lion of pulses 
and oil.seeds 

tian the lells of cere.il plants be 
genetu.allv so altered that lliev use 
atmospheiK. nitiogen anil thus bei oiiie 
more productive''' ('.an tliev lie made to 
yield more wilti lowei ti.se ol lerlili/er''' 
Can they thrive undei conditions of 
moisture and salinitv stiess'.' Si leiitists 
are coiiviiKed that these will he 
achieved. Aiiolher area is the use ol 
micro-organisms to aid the fanner har¬ 
vest a better crop Resean hers know 
that the .symbiotic, nitrogen fixing tiac,- 
teria boost yields of pul.ses and i.ertnin 
oilseed crops. Attempts must be now 
made to enhance their riilrogi'ii fixing 
ability severnlfold througli genetic, inan- 
ipnfatinn and al.so make them crop- and 
soil-specific. This is a higtilv soplnsli- 
c.ated scientific field, HLI.’s scientists 
have carried out researcti work and field 
tests with encouraging results for pulses 
and oilseeds. 

t )5 per cent of the weight of plants 
comes not from the soil but from atmos¬ 
pheric carbon dioxide and water. 
Apart from tlio genetics of plants, the 
major criterion determining Hie dry 
weight of the plant and the yield of the 
crop.s is photosynthesis. Scientists of 
Hindustan Lever have di.scuvered a 
mixture of organic compounds which 
even in one ppm doses increases 
photosynthesis by 100 per cent or 
more. They believe that this route of 
enquiry is not only unravelling many 
new aspects of plant physiology but 
may yield other compounds whicih can 
be more readily transferred to farm 
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praitups Besides photns>nthtsis im 
plovers growth piomoters/regulalnis 
are assuming (.onsiderabh imporlanie 
in the USA and Lurnpe and even in 
South Last Asia Most iit these mimii 
the natural substantes present in 
plants such as hoimnnes and oxins 
Noims for nianiirac taring and using 
these unique c hemuals are being con 
staiillv resised to ensure their ovirtsll 
safety We must adopt tin latist tech 
nologv in this sphere the cost of 
which would be insignificant com 
pall'd to the benefits to be* derived 

Another new held is bio 
msec til nil's which are ol bactniial 
liingal oi viral oiigin these and phiT 
onioiies — insect sex boimoiifs manv 
of vvhii h are svnthi si/ed if idopled 
will be ol (onsidi rable beiielit to Ind¬ 
ia s agiiiiilluri Our ri searc heis have 
sucteeileci m svnthesi/ing ic'rtiin 
pliitoinonis and these in being 
ti sled 

CONCIIISION 

Till disioveni's in new hiologv 
an spiiliiolai tike llii niiiio 
piuiessot and Ihi eoiuputei ii volution 
Ihiv hold out enormous piuniisi 
( oiintrii s aiouncl the woilel an biisilv 
engaged in pri p inng then base to 
move into the forefiont ol what Ins 
hee'li described as Ihi tcchnologv of 
thi next centiirv Alter the initial 
euphoria time is a smsi ol cautious 
optiniisiu Ihi conversion of lihon 
lory discovery into cnmniciiial s.u 
ei'Ss has tiirued out to he more lot 
tiious Ih.in antic ipatid Neve itlu less 
progress has been iiiaili 


While we gear ourselves to catch 
up in computers and telecominuuira 
tions bintei bnology is a new chal 
lenge at thii starting line We have the 
scieiic e base to undertake this exciting 
loiirney and our need is also great 
While I bcdieve that increasing tradi 
tional inputs will furthei improve our 
already spec lac ular ai hievements in 
agricultural production the applica 
tion ol biotechnology will be the 
catulyst for the next leap Shorter term 
gains an to be had in areas where 
piogress has been lagging eg 
oilseeds pulses and fish farming 

In a resoure e short country like 
liiclii biotechnology has a ma)or con 
tribution to make This has been de 
monstrateci successfully in japan 
See oncllv while much of global 
biotechnology will be engaged in tack 
ling pioblems of human he altli and 
disease in the moie affluent nations 
agrii iiltiiral jiroduc tiv itv will be the 
piimi c one urn of the de v eloping coun 
lues Lven here once a research base 
IS set up the fallout could he signih 
cant in are>as othci than agiiiultuie 
1 1)1 ' xaniplc some useful work has 
alii dv bull clone in India on the ap 
plication of immunobiology in the de 
tfction of disease liirthe applications 
could be in tualing diseases such as 
hepatitis lepiosy and malaria and 
even for c ontrarepfion 

I he economic importance of le 
searc h in new hiologv c innot be over 
still'd at the same time there is the 
d iiiger of unclc'rstatirig the problems 
issoi 1 ili'd with it I he National 


Biotechnology Board has formulated 
certain schemes Private industry has 
begun exploring opportunities What is 
needed Is a unified national approach 
interweaving the plans of the govern¬ 
ment and private industry into a tapes¬ 
try of national goals The (asks are too 
complex and the stakes ton high to 
attempt Sny piere-meal approach 
Only large goals and eflorls are likely 
to produce results that bring real be¬ 
nefits as well as rec ognitinn in the in 
ternational cummunity in older to en¬ 
able ext hange of ideas and sharing ol 
distoveiios 1 his is how the great lech 
oology ol the future is likeh to evolve 
We are ideally pla ed to ride the nest 
of this wave into the futuie Iniecogni 
tion this group of tc'c linologies must 
be attoided a place amongst the list of 
lop economic pnuiities of the country 

Biological lesearth and eoinme'' 

(lal application is a mn)or strength ol 
lliuli vc'r In Hindustan I ever 1 imited 
work on biochemical and aguciiltural 
rest ait h has be en under way tor sevei 
al years Some of the lust discoveries 
are now entering the market plate 
Mut h more remains to be done It is 
the combined slii'iiglh ol Unilever s 
global reach and HI L ‘ sc lentihi r' 
cord which gives us the tonfidc'iiie to 
commit ourselves to the application ol 
biotc'c biiologv to agric ulture as a part 
of the Companv s long term strategy 

Note 1 his dof s not purport to he u 
report of (he proc ec'dirigs of the 
Aiiriutil (ic nt tal Mcefiiig 

1 he full It xt of this sf»ee i h I civculeiolc 
in booklet foi III Anyone who wishes (o 
hoveticopv meiv pJeusewnti to 
( ommuiiitoljoiis Deportme nl 
llindusitiii fuel ltd PO Bov 4()‘) 
Bombeiv ‘tOO 001 
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SPOTLIGHT 


<A-Maior’ 

Guitarist 

F or Kishoie Gurung, 29, 
the guitar i<i a medium 
of finew and excellence 
Unlike other people of his 
age, he would rathet play 
solo classical musii con 
certs on his guitai than 
popular songs Called the 
“one man orchestra” this 
Dai jeelmg born talent is 
the son ot Ambar Gunmg, 
the diiector of the Royal 
Nepal Music Academe He 
returned from the US al 
ter spending two years 
with the Long Island 
Oichestra to set the pate 
for western classical mnsu 
in Nepal —a task he has 
accomplished He has 
founded tlu Classical 
Guitar vSoiietv of Nepal 
leads a group tailed the 
New Age Ensemblt. which 
uses the classical guitai 
(which plays like a piano) 
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Crowning 
Glory 
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The New 
Ombudsman 

T he task of suftgt sting 
punishment loi eiiing 
and c til I upt senioi gtw c i n 
ment officials now lests 
with Udai ( hand Agaiwal 
lecenilv appoir.ted the 
chief vigilance conimis 
siDiuM Agaiwal iiccntly 
took ovei fiom K l‘ 
Khanna and will head the 
one man ciimmission tot 
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New-wave 

Architect 

T he architect behind the 
conttoveisial Hotel 
Meridian pioiect in New 
Delhi, Rata Aedert will 
create architectural his 
torv of sorts Raid is one of 
the four Indians who has 
trained with Frank Lloyd 
Wright, the legendary 
American architect who 
inspired Avn Rand to tie 
ate the enigmatic Howard 
Roark in her hook I bo 
Fountainhedd 

Rata had woiked with 
himionthtr 27 fuiot Hilton 


hotf I III It ndon i m i 
del c (I tin tn sf 11 *1 tv 
sciapei at th.o unit mil 
ihc \ti Him (a t nsi d loll 
hv ) 1)1 oitci toi the t iniiHis 

(lOggt nhc im Mnsi iini in 
Nt w A 111 k Sint e the ii 1 
alwavs w iiitt d In do an 
Allium (it my own ’ Raia 
now It calls I lilt iliiic lit toi 
him would come oiut the 
spectaculai 200 teet high 
Meridian Atrium liom 
which a suspencltd night 
(liih hangs is complete 
Aedei i pi esent ly 
heads a team o t 
aichitcitiiial consultants 
m Bombay He has been 
appro,ichtd b\ Autabh 
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Raid Vidiri 



[iflhi His orlui piesti 
gious pioictts include the 
ottitt biiikling he is tom 
pit ung till Mihindia and 
M hindi,i in Rtimbav 
which will have a unitpie 
glass CO? tain w all and 
spate tiame thefiistot its 
kind in India and a lesi 
clence pioiect tot the (lod 
leifamih in Bomhav cal 
lecf ‘tailing vvateis The 
house has as its cential 
tcaiuic an aitificial vvatei 
tall with watet cascading 
tiom a height ot 20 teet 
rtic'ie die othei amSittmis 
pioiects Rata and his team 
aie west king on in India 
and ahioad. 
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Mysteries of the Moon 
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S oviet scientists have 
discovered hydrogen 
in lunar rock, solving a 
mystery that had long baf¬ 
fled chemists. Scientists at 
the Institute of Geoche¬ 
mistry of the Academy of 
Sciences, Moscow, said the 
absence of gaseous hyd¬ 
rogen on the moon was 
puzzling since the element was found throughout the,, 
universe, especially on earth. Hydrogen was released 
when the researchers melted “glassy magma particles” 
of lunar rock. The scientists said that “the moon is older 
j than the earth and many substances on it have passed 
I through the stages of evolution that those on earth are 
yet to see.” 


D espite the progress 
made in the field of 
contact lenses, they can¬ 
not yet be used by all 
those who wear spectacles. 

At a recent international 
meet of eye specialists in 
West Germany, it was de¬ 
cided 'that the contact lens 
is still not free from com¬ 
plications. The problems of maintenance and cleaning as 
also the constant feeling of the presence of a foreign 
object in the eye are irksome for the wearers. Chronic 
irritation due to the lens could damage the eye. It has 
also been noticed that the constant use of the lenses for a 
long period of time can produce changes in the eye. In 
fact, every 100th wearer of hard lenses and every tenth 
user of soft lenses had to suffer irreversible damage to 
the eye. 




Understanding the Brain 

R esearch in one of the strangest and rarest brain 
disorders has helped explain one of life’s most 
common experiences: recognising a familiar face. The 
research also shows that it is possible for the brain to 
react to people and place.s by triggering psychosomatic 
reactions 'from sweaty palms to perhaps even an ulcer 
with no conscious perception. This evidence comes from 
a study of prospagnosics (victims of a brain disorder in 
which one is unable to recognise faces). Using instru¬ 
ments similar to a lie detector Dr Antonio Damasio, a 
neuroscientist, tried to detect emotional responses that 
altered the body in subtle ways without producing a 
conscious reaction, when the prospagnosic comes across 
I a familiar face. He used electrodes attached to the hand 
i to measure subtle changes in the skin when the brain 
I sent subconscious messages. Dr Damasio said he found 
that though the patient could not recognise a face, the 
j electrodes picked up a definite change in skin conduct- 
yance. He concluded that the brain was carrying out a 
I part of the process of recognising a face, but was blocked 
at a key stage in the sequence of events. 


Acid Rain: The Silver Lining 

T he results of a study by 
Dr Hans Paerl of the 
Institute of Marine Scien¬ 
ce at the University of 
North Carolina, USA, has 
revealed that nitrogen- 
enriched acid rain from 
power stations and similar 
sources has improved im¬ 
poverished areas of waters 
in bays along the Atlantic coast of the southern states of 
America. Such fall-out might also enhance the growth of 
microscopic phytoplankton, the first link in the marine 
food chain. Samples taken from a number of sites were 
analysed for soluble nutrients of nitrogen, phosphor¬ 
us-bearing compound and chlorophyll content. These 
snslyscs showea a drop in nitrogen content of the water 
but a stable ..level of phosphates, which help in the 
^owth of phj^oplankton. The decrease in- hitrogen 
levels coincided with a decrease in acidity of rainfalL 



Phobias of the Young 

A ccording to a West German study, the number of 
adolescents and children suffering from anorexia 
(loss of appetite) is steadily increasing. The common 
symptoms of this ailment are the fear of becoming fat 
and a weight loss of about 25 per cent. In some cases 
rejection of food also reflects schizophrenic psychoses. 
At the 34th German Medical Congress at Berlin, doctors 
and psychiatrists also disclosed a disturbing fact: that 
ten per cent of anorexia patients die. Yet another 
disease which is a cause for concern is bulimia (compul¬ 
sive earing). Exces,sive eating and subsequent vomiting 
are characteristic of this illness. A study reveals that this 
affliction usually lasts for seven years. The emphasis on 
slimming is considered to be the major cause of this 
disease. 


Mummies Discovered in Chile 

W ater workers in 
northern Chile have 
discovered a collection of 
mummies 3000 years older 
than tliB first mummy of 
an Egyptian pharaoh. 

Ninety-six mummies pre¬ 
served in the hot desert 
sands for periods ranging 
from 3,670 to 7,810 years 
were excavated in the city of Arica. Laboratory dissec¬ 
tions of the mummies by Dr Marvin Allison, a patholog¬ 
ist of Arica’s University of Tarapaca have shown that the 
techniques used to preserve the bodies were far more 
complicated than the embalming practised on ancient 
Egyptians. He said that the mummies were prepared by 
skinning the body and emptying the body cavity. Then it 
was dried on hot coals and stuffed with mineraU. 
feathers and vegetable matter. Sticks wefjs used to 
reinforce the limbs and sometimes the body. The sfkin 
was pulled on again “just like a glove” end sewn up 
neatly. The dry rigid corpses were decoretedwithclay 
masks for the faces and wigs of their own hair. 
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ACITPRDSSIJRE SANDAiJS. 

For those who want to walk 
health problems away. 


All it takes is eight 
minutes, twice a day I 


Du you know that 38 nervit enHings that 
control the vital organs in your body arc 
actually under the soles of your feet and the 
pressure applied on them improves your 
blood circulation, digestive system and 
health in general 

Acupressure Sandals — based on a 3000 
year old therapy — Is derived from this 
biological fact 

An easy way to health 

So convenient. All you do is walk on them for 
eight minutps every momtng and evening 
before meals. And If walking is already a part 
of your health routine, walk on Acupressure 
Sandals instead, for double health benefit 
Ilecause they have the effect of medicine on 
your health without any after-effects 

Popular world'Wlde 

Acupressure Sandals — Convenient. 

Economical & Safe 

No wonder they are taking USA, Australia. 
Canada. England, Europe, the Scandinovlan 
countries and now India in their stride! 

Buy a pair today I 

And now, if you are a healtli-consclous 
person fill in the attached coupon along witli the 
outline of your foot on paper and mall it to us. 

Price by V.P P - Rs. 110/95 & Regd. 

Parcel-Ks 106/96 

Inclusive of Postage, Packing and all Taxes. 


ACUPRESSURE'nra»APT 
HEALTH CBimiE 

74, Park Street, 

CaleutU-700 017 
Phone • 43-3583 
Telex :0S1-4348KKM IN 



I Braio 

7 Mental Nervr 
3 Pituitary — 

5 Head Nerve 

II Prostate ^ U 

14 Ovaries ^ 

15 Testes 

16 Lower lumber & Lymph Glands 

17 Hid 

16 Bladder 
19 Intestines 


Colon 

Appendix 

Gall Bladder 

Liver 

Shoulder 

Pancreas 

Kidrrey 

Slomach 

Adrenal 

Solar Plexus 

Lungs 

Ear 

Energy 

Nerves & Ears 

Cold & Nerves 

Eyes 

Heart 

Spleen 

Thymus 


ACUPRESSURE IHERAPT 
HEALTH CESnniE 

74, Park Street. CalcuUa-700 017 
Phone . 43-3583 Telex . 021-4248 KRM IN 
Please tick the appropriate box. 

Send me a pair of Acupressure Sandals by 
Regd Post. I am sending Rs. 106 95 by 
Bank Draft/M.O (Payable to Acupressure 
Therapy Health Centre, Calcutta). 

Send roe a pair of Acupressure Sandals by 
V.P.P I promise to pay the postman 
Rs. 110.96 on delivery. 


Address. 


Signature . 


SUNDAY 
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BEGINNING 21 JULY 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


ARIES (16 April—14 May| This 
's 3 favourable week for 
■ * Students will be sue 

cessful in their examinations 
Friends and relatives will be 
particularly helpful The weekend will keep 
ydu busy with social engagements A lucky 
week for lovers and housewives However,* 
do not indulge in speculative ventures and 
curb yOur extravagant tendencies 
Oeed dates: 21 23 and 25 
Lucky numbers 5 6 and 7 
Fatrourable direction' East 


LEO (16 AubusI-14 Septem- 
20 bar) F riends will prove to be 
very helpful this week parti- 
“ cularly in love affairs Social 
SsKiBiSfi&J engagements will keep you 
occupied but do not neglect your job On 
the domestic front a minor upheaval will 
disturb you Financial losses are also indi¬ 
cated However those in business will find 
this period very favourable 
Good dales: 22 23 and 24 
Lucky numbers: 3, 5 and 6 
Favourable direction. East 


fflQCTg; SAfifTTARIUI (16 OecMiber— 
14 January) An excellent 
tW week for professionals and 
|rr ( | ?T^ businessmen The stare 
shine brightly on the financial 
front and most of you will be able to repay 
your debts If you are in love and Intend to 
get married this is the opportune time to 
do so The domestic front, however, wrll 
bother you 

Good datos: 23, 24 and 27 
Lucky mimbsn: 7. 6 and 9 
Favourable direction: North 


TAURUS (16 May—14 June) 

Financially this is a good 
week Professionals are like 
ly to gel transferred to a 
better place II you are plan 
ning to change your job do so only after 
consblting elders Businessmen should be 
careful while dealing with clients Do not 
hesitate to seek favours from influential 
persons Love and marriage are ill siqni 
fied Youi health will also bother you 
Good dates- 23 25 and 27 
Lucky numbers 2 7 and 8 
Favourable direction North 


VIRGO (15 September—14 
October) This is a week of 
billed fortunes Your finan- 
cial prospects are not very 
bright Businessmen are 
advised to be wary of deception This is not 
a favourable week for love and marriage 
negotiations However you will be cured of 
a chronic ailment Your home front will 
provide you with the necessary energy to 
overcome obstacles. 

Good dates 21 25 and 26 
Lucky numbers. 2 4 and 8 
Favourable direction. East 


raa K. . . capricorn (16 January—14 
. I February) This is not a very 

! favourable week for you The 

domestic front will not reman 
A peaceful Professionals and 
businessmen are likely to face opposition 
from their competitors Some of yoUr 
friends and relatives may work to deceive 
you At office, you may be misunderstood 
by your colleagues Guard your health 
closely and avoid spicy food 
Good dates: 21 24 and 25 
Lucky numbers: 2, 3 and 8 
Favourable direction: South-east 


GEMINI (15 June—14 July) 

iK? The period is favourable for 

W \ love and matrimonial 
I ®lh®'^cos This week is also 

L-—lucky for sportsmen and 
commercial artists However your econo¬ 
mic status will steadily deteriorate Cir¬ 
cumstances may force you to cliange your 
career Those above the age of 40 should 
take care of their health Avoid undertaking 
lourneys Watch out for a pleasant surprise 
Qobd dates: 22 24 and 26 
Lucky numbers. 1, 3 and 4 
Favourable direction: South-east 


libra (IS October—14 
November) This is not a good 
period for pofiticians and 
lawyers Businessmen 
should guard against decep¬ 
tion You may lose heavily if you gamble or 
indulge in speculative ventures However 
this IS a favourable week for those em¬ 
ployed in the public sector Creative artists 
and sportsmen will also benefit from this 
lucky phase But do not neglect your health, 
Good dates- 24 25 and 26 
Lucky numbers: 5 6 and 9 
Favourable direction: South-west 






AQUARIUS (15 February—14 
March) This IS a week of 
mixed fortunes Avoid spe¬ 
culative ventures and gamb 
ling Minor tiffs may lead tc 
an estranged relationship with someone 
close to you On the financial front, you will 
incur heavy losses However, a friendship 
which will blossom this week can be of 
immense help to you Those above the age 
of 50 should watch their health closely 
Good dates. 22, 26 and 27 
Lucky numbers: 5, 6 and 7 
Favourable direction: South-east 


CANCER (15 July-14 August) 

-me stars foretell a bleak 
period for you Businessmen 
are advised not to undertake 
HSSUfi risky financial deals If you 
have plans to change your career, do so 
only after consulting your friends and 
elders The domestic front will not remain 
peaceful You may have to draw on your 
resources to tide over a financial crisis 
Watph your health closely 
Good dotes: 25, 26 and 27 
Luoky numbers: 2, 6 and 9 
Fovourable dlractioo: West 


B SCORPIO (15 November—14 

December) This is the ideal 
lime to solve legal problems 
Businessmen and profes- 
sionals will make steady 
headway Financially, your position wilt 
improve this week but avoid extravagance 
However, this is not a favourable phase for 
love and marnage negotiations Your health 
will bother you An unexpected journey is 
in store for you. 

Good dotes: 21. 22 and 23 
Lucky numbers: l. 2 and 3 
Fevoureble dlruclion- North-west 


. -S PISCES (IS MBrcb-14 April) 

Execgtives may face prob- 
sKiSf^n iems at office this week 
Businessmen should not 
BIu^A} start new ventures The 
health of your wife may cause anxietv A 
change of residence is likely However, the 
last two days of ihe week will be very 
favourable for professionals Years of 
courtship will end in marnage Avoid argu¬ 
ments with elderly family members 
Good datos: 22. 23 and 26 
Luoky mimben: 2,7 and 8 
Favourable dfreellon: North-east 


For those bom between 15 July end 14 August: 

Most of vou love publicity and you are wiHlng to do anything to attract attention You are also adventurous and you do rtot hesitate to 
undertake challenaing assignments Some of you are also studious and you love to spend your leisure,reading You will prosper in 
th^eoal orofession You are passionate and you tend to fall in love very easily Try and dontrol your emotions at crucial moments. 
® ^ Women bom during this period are usually very fair and they love to socialise 
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This India 



BHILWARA; In the absence of the 
bridegroom, a minor girl was married 
to a sword m Bhawanipura of Bhilwara 
district recently. The girl, belonging to 
the Meena tribe in Bhawanipura, was 
to get married to a boy from the 
neighbouring Dhawala village. As the 
boy, an army man, could not get leave 
for the occasion, both parties agreed 
that the sword would represent the 
boy —Amrita Bazar Patrika (Farhat 
Amin, Cuttack) 


MADRAS: Students of a suburban city 
college feel hurt that they were penai- 
ised in the recent Madras university 
examinations for no fault of theirs. 
The sixth semester B.A. (English liter¬ 
ature) students of the DRBCCC Hindu 
College, Pattabiram, had prepared for 
questions from Bernard Shaw’s play 
The Apple Cart but found to their 
dismay questions from another play, 
Strife leading to a situation where 
their “apple cart” was literally “up¬ 
set.” All the S5 students who failed in 
that paper have represented to the 
vice-chancellor and the syndicate that 
they were not informed of the change 
of the play for the examination —The 
Hindu (T.V. Ravi, Madras) 


NEW DELHI: Mr Krishnaswamy Vish- 
wanathan of B-3/39 A, Lawrence Road, 
Delhi, has been both flattered and 
baffled by a communication from the 
faculty of management studies of the 
university of Delhi. The communica¬ 
tion, dated 14 June, with Ref. No FMS 
Degree 4177, signed by the administra¬ 
tive officer informs him; “I am to 
inform you that your MBA degree/ 
diploma certificate is held up at the 
university for want of the enrolment 
number. Since you graduated from 


VARIETY 




Delhi university and your ^aduation 
degree certificate is not available with 
us, you are advised to send us a 
photostat copy of your degree certifi¬ 
cate for further necessary action in the 
matter.” Mr Krishnaswamy, who had 
indeed passed the entrance examina¬ 
tion of the two-year MBA course in 
1982, actually never pursued the 
course. Before he could start his MBA 
studies he got a job in a newspaper 
and “did not attend the classes even 
for a single day ”—The Times of India 
(B. B. L. Sharma, New Delhi) 


DARJEELING: Darjeeling is in the 
grip of a “ghost menace.” For the past 
few days, empty bottles have been 
flung from a building on Ladenla 
Road, adjacent to the General Post 
Office. The bottles were thrown in the 
morning, noon and in the evening. Two 
tourists had to be taken to hospital 
with head injuries when bottles hit 
them as they were walking down the 
busy road. Some more persons had 
received slight injuries. The house was 
sealed following complaints. But emp 
ty bottles are still being flung like 
flying saucers on to the road, injuring 
people. The police and the local resi 
dents have not yet been able to solve 
the mystery —Amrita Bazar Patrika 
(B.K. Salwan, 99 APO) 


BOMBAY: An old man hawked sweets 
and toffee for years little knowing that 
the trunlc he lugged around various 
villages for a decade contained gold 
and wrist watches that could have 
made him a rich man. A 55 year old 
farmer, Hussein Daud Dalvi, a resi¬ 
dent ol Pangn-Haveli village in Guha- 
gar laluka of Maharashtra’s Konkan 
region, had purchased ten tin trunks 
several years ago from Chor Bazar in 
central Bombay. He had discarded all 
but the one he used for hawking toffee 
and sweets. Official sources told UNI 
that last year Dalvi had thrown away 
the last trunk as junk in the compound 
of his house. Heretriieved(itto block a 
gaping hole in the ceiling ot his thatch¬ 
ed house. While flattening the trunk in 
the presence of a carpenter, several 
gold bi.scuits and rusty wrist watches 
hidden in seciet cavities of the trunk 
fell out much to the bewilderment of 
the hawket. He quickly collected the 
valuables,and hid it in his house. But 
the carpenter, who had Seen it all, 
informed the police who raided the 
house and seized the goods which were 
valued at oyer Rs three lakh. Dalvi is 
now spending his days behind bars 
instead of leading a life of ease and 
luxury—Deccan Chfionicie (Khaja 
Karimuddin, Hyderabad) 


Without Comment 


A government that works fas¬ 
ter—Rajiv Gandhi, on being 
asked to describe his government 

Though the Emergency lead¬ 
ership is no longer with us, the 
Emergency mentality is still very 
much alive—A.B. Vajpayee, 
reacting to Rajiv Gandhi’s state¬ 
ment that the Emergency would 
be imposed if necessary 

If he (Rajiv Gandhi) feels it nece.s- 
sary to impose Emergency, we 
will think it necessary to oppose 
it—Jyoti Basu 

In this world where we .ire living, 
men do not have right, rather 
they have might...we a'c still liv¬ 
ing in jungle law—l.aldenga, 
quoted m The Hindustan Times 
Sunday magazine 

This (Ronald) Reagan is a mad 
man, an imbecile .a bum!—Fidel 
Castro, in rep}y to Reagan's 
criticism thai Cuba belong.s to 
a “confederation of teriorisi 
states” 


It IS not my ambition to marry a 
white woman or swim in a white 1 
pool The central issue is political 
equality—Nelson Mandela, when I 
asked if he believed that the 
South African government’s deci¬ 
sion to lelax laws prohibiting in¬ 
terracial marriage was evidence 
of progress, in The New York 
Times 



Had I married earlier I would 
have been a one-woman man. But 
1 wouldn’t condemn a man who 
bed-hopped—Girish Karnad in 
Savvy 


John McEnroe remains for me the 
No. 1 in the world. I still don’t 
know whether I can beat him— 
Boris Becker, the new Wimbledon 

champion, in The Times of India 
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I am navar aahamad to pubhah drawn 

f amat in thia column, quite the reverae 
00 many fine idaaa are concealed from 
public view aimply becauae a flayer 
managaa to find an Ingenioua way to 
aacape from hia difflcultiea 
Three weeka ago thia column gave the 
opening game of the PoitiachTimman 
match In HelamM, a thrilling eabnficial 
encounter which nevarthaleaa ended in a 
draw No apologiea are offered for the 
following, the laat game of that mauh, 
which alao erxia without a decisive result 
The Houdini like way that Timman et. 
capes from a wretched position shows juat 
how difficult It IS to maintain what appear:, 
to be a nruiasive advantage in the face of 
resourceful play 

White L Portlach Black J Timman 
Queen's Indian Defence 
1 MM N-KB3 2 P-QB4 P-X3 

SM-KB3 P-QN> 4N-B3 B-N5 

• B-N8 B-N2 9 0-82 P-KR3 

This plan works quite well against 6 P-K3 
but Timman tails to appreciate the subtle 
difference of 6 Q-B2 Correct is 6 P-B4 
7 8-84 P-KN4 8 B-N3 N-KB 

9 B-KB P-KBS 10 P-QSI 


Chi ss 

Timman (Black) to move 


I mm m 


The refutation If 10 
0 - 0-01 


PxPII PxF BxPl^ 


IJi H B 

B mhn m 


Portisch (White) 

10 PsP It PkP BxN* 

12BxB BxP 13 0-0-0 NyB 

14 QxN B-B2 1b P-KR4I 

White obviously has enormous tonipunsa 
tion toi his sdciifiual pawn Blacks 
kinusido IS aeriuoSly comprornisec' and he 
badly laps in dcvt lopirieril 

16 P N5 16N-K6> &84 

An awful io,i i have to make out if 13 
B-K3 both 14 N N6and1bN B4tuinb 
with tempo 


17 0-82 

Noticing that the natural 17 P-KNS Q-K2 

18 N-S3 19 N-B4 8-82 20 B-N2 
0-0-0 allows Black to aacape the wont 
Portisch tries to force the iMue, but this 
quicky rebounds on him 

17 PxN 1BQ-BS 0-821 

I9QkB+ IMM 20Qi(NP 8-81 
21Q-8S 0-831 

'As It by a miracle, Black amerget with a 
well centrelited well co-ordinated poaP 
tion Suddenly It is White who it on the 
defensive 


228-N1 N-B3 23P-QR3 
Otherwise N-N5 is most unplaasam 

23 P.OR4 24P-8N3 

OIAQRAM 

24 M-NSt 2S PxN PxP 

28 8-831 0-87+ 27 8-82 0-8Bi 

28 8-02 0-05+ 298-82 0-86+ 

30 8-02 

The threat against Q/ just saves White If 
30 RxP3Tk-K1I 
30 0-05+ Draw agreed 

MIOHAFL STEAN 


American visitors if not professional 

R layers, are regarded as something of a 
azsrd at my dub If you open INT they 
expect you to hold the earth and once the 
bidding has started it it difficult to keep 
them in check I had a typical experience 
(except that it turned out well) on this deal 

Dealer South E-W vulneiable 


9010676 

♦ 32 
9AKJ9 

180107854 M 
13 WE 

►964 ” c ' 

>64 * 

# J98 
9AJ9 


$8542 
♦ Q10876 
910 3 2 


♦ A83 
9087! 


Bkiik.i 




Sitting South I opened 1NT aware that 
I was under strength according to my 

f anner's methods West ovetcaTled with 
wo Spades and after various gyrations 
too painful to describe we landed in 6NT 
West led the king of spades It could not 
help to hold up because if the king of 
hearts was wrong I was lever going to 
make the contract So I won a lo played 
two rounds of hearts West showing out 


But It wasn't tatal After ace of hearts and 
three rounds of clubs ths position was 


9 u 10 7 

9 - 

9954 

9- 


$- 

9 A83 

90 


$8 

^010876 


East was thrown in with 9 8 and 11st hie 
diamond run to the jack Note that it was 
important to keep a club entry to my own 
hand otherwise the queen of diamonds 
from bast is a killing defence 

IFRENGE REESE 


Oui/ 


QUESTIONS 

1 Which state in' India has the highest 
rate of literacy? 

2 Which infectious disease carried by 
lice IS called “jail fever'’ 

3 With which archaeological discovery 
are the names of Daya Ram and Rakhal 
Das Banerjee associated^ 

4 Name the Greek philosopher who lived 
in a bathtub 

5 Semrve, Sarae and AUilanta are oper¬ 
as composed by a famous German 
Name him 

6 Where in India is the Rashtriya Military 
Academy? 

7 What do the following have in com 
mon Dewka Rani, Prlfhving Kapoor 
fiankai MulUek, Sohrab Modi and 


Naushad’’ 

8 Name the Prencli dctiii ii who was 
defeated by Hoi alio ht son at the battle 
ol Tidfalgar'’ 

9 Chip hole in one duck hook and 
cdddy arc ail lei m i std in which sport > 

10 In Greek mythol igy name the ferry 
man who transports the dead across the 
nver Styx to Hade-, the underworld'’ 

11 What IS chiroynoniy’ 

12 What IS the instrument used for 
measuring the strrngth of the wind’’ 

13 In World War II what was the French 
resistance to the German ocrupation 
between 1940-45 called’ 
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All but one of the figures above have been made up by combining the dominoes given below in difleient way-i 
Can you spot which one is not? 


Quick Look 


Cryptocross 



How sharp are your eyes? Take a quick look and say 
•how many of the stars are inside the square and how 
many outside? 


Quick Think 

As you can see the Z is missing from this alphabet. Can 
you say on which line it should go? 
ACDEHIMNOTU 

BFGJKLPQRSVWXY 



Each number in the main grid represents a letter. The 
samejiumber always stands for the same letter. To help 
you make a start three letters have been given. Can you 
now substitute the rest to complete the grid? 














r ■' "V 


TEASERS 


Witsharpener 

RULERS 207 

RUBBERS 218 

PENCILS 211 

SHARPENERS ? 


A school stationery shop was preparing for the new 
term by checking their stocks They found that they had 
all their anticipated needs other than 4 items They 
indented for these, and their list based nor on counting 
but on logic (or intuition-') was made up as shown 
Working on the same basis can you say how many 
sharpeners they needed’ 


Solutions to last week’s Teasers 


Qutzzbitz S cm 
Quick Think 



Mindbender: Three ordinary rubber bands cannot be 
tied into a formation like the one shown Even in the 
‘enternity chain,’ at least one band must be open, as 
shown in the illustration Finally, this band must be tied 
into a knot In this chain, if any one loop is cut, anywhere 
down the line, all the other loops will become automati 
cally untied 


k\W- 


Shape Sleuth Total length of wrought iron used 28 29 
metres 

Wit Sharpener The next palindromic number for the car 
IS 969 But for the digital watch it is two minutes later, 
10 01, which IS the least time The most time is 70 
minutes apart between 10 01 and 11 11, and then 70 mts 
later at 12 21 Interestingly, the digital watch forms the 
palindromic numbers 114 times a day 


A-maze-ing 


Word Play 


yjT ^ 

^/A - U2)—fl 

)~\£ My 
g \ \ / 






f Word Power 1 Ian 2 Claret 1 Ochre 4 Orange '; Red 6 
Gray 7 Blue 8 White 9 Violet 10 (/reen 11 Lilac 14 


Figure It Out Beginning at the top lelt corner, clock 
wise, wt lan see Neptune SUNshade, STARfish, 
SAIURN rings, T1ASIRS from SUNday maganne, 
SUNflower, PLUTO, Indira (means moon’), suiface of 
the MOON, SUNNY (.avaskar and his SUNglasses, 
MI RCIJRY III ihe thermometei, SHASHI (moon) 
Kapoor, also a SI AH VI NUS flytiap, S SI AR chocolate, 
SUNNY side up (fried egg) 


t m-a; JdW isw 








A k Doy»“ 

WW^ I I really love 

your wife ? 

i How much 
(you really 
love your 
wife has a 
lot to do with 
the pressure cooker 
you will get for her. If 
yoiTlike your wife just a little, 
just about any pressure cooker 
will do. Love her a little more ? 
Buy her a better, a little more 
reliable one. 

But if you love her more than 
you love life itself, get her the 



pressure cooker that is the safest, and if you have a spurious safety 



Get her the New Prestige. 


Why is New 
Prestige 
the safest ? 

Because only New I’restige has 
the unique gasket 
release system 
(GRS)-a 
unique safety 
device built into 
the lid of the 
cooker — that 
makes it 100% safe. 

If the weight vent gets clogged, 
excess steam builds up inside 



plug, it could prove a risk to the 
person nearest the cooker. With 
the New Prestige, the 
excess steam 
pushes out the 
gasket which 
lets out the 
steam safely, 
surely, 
downwards. 
l\ish in the gasket with 
a spoon and the pressure cooker 
is ready for use again. 

There is never the slightest worry 
when it’s a New Prestige. That’s 
why it’s the safest pressure , 
cooker you can buy. For -i 

someone you love. 



If you truly love your wife, 
how can you refuse to 
get her a Fkestige! 
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’ Product 


Prestige 



Only New Prestige is 100% safe. Only New Pkestige has theORS. 


MAA(S)Tn»3B85^ 









PHILIPS 


Maintenance Aids from Philips. 




For continued high quality 
pertormance of all audio-video equipment 



PhUipe-the taisted Indian household name for over fifty years 



SUNDAY 1 2? I Ay 
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Political 

Birthday? 

T he biithdav of Neelam 
Sami'a Reddv, the foi 
met Prebident of India, as 
listed in the official re 
toids IS 19 Mav The ex 
Piesident turned 74 this 
seal His birthday, howev 
er, was celebrated on 24 
June Not only that, the 
chief guests at the celebra 
tions held at Anantpur in 
Andhra Pradesh were the 
President, Giani 7ail 
Singh, the Aiidhia 
Pradesh Governor, Shank 
er Dayal Sharma and the 
chief minister, N T Rama 
Rao The rift between the 
President and the Piime 
Minister has been the 



President Zail Singh (left) with Neelam Saliva Reddy 


mainstay of the capital s 
giapc' me for sometime 
After the birthday 
celebration was ovet, the 


past and the present Presi 
dents were closeted ioi 
quite a long time Did San 
liva Reddy “celebrate” his 


birthday on 24 June in 
stead of 19 Mav only bt 
cause he wanted his sue 
cessor to be present ■* 




Conditional 

Airconditioning 

T he iinance ministry le 
cently received a it 
quest from the office of a 
cabinet ministei foi the 
sanction of an aiuondi 
tioned cai Atcoiding to 
pievalent rules ministeis 
aie supposed to travel in 
Ambassadot cars tven 
the Contessa manufac 
tuied by Hindustan 
Motots IS usually not sane 
fioned by the finance 
ministiv fhereloie 
undeistandably the re 
quest was turned down 
The affected paity pro 
tested if that was the 
case, why was anothei 
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cabinet minister using an 
aiuonditioned lai ^ The fi 
iiaiiie miiii'tiv promptly 
replied saying that the air 
conditioned cat had been 
sanctioned for the pie 
yious incumbent who was 
suffeiing tiom an eve ail 
ment Thus an exception 
had been made If that waj 
the cast replied the minis 
ter who wanted an air 
conditioner, then how was 
It that the piesent incum 
bent was enjoying this lux 
ury’ The finance ministry 
replied saying that having 
sanctioned the cai to a 
particulai ministry it 
could n<it suddenly with 
draw the facility It seems 
there are not only txcep 
tions to the rules, but ex 
ceptional rules as well 


Instability 

M aharashtia mav be in 
tor a peiiod of pro 
longed political instabil 
ity Reason thief minister 
Shiv ajii do Patil 
Nilangekai will have to be 
elected to the Legislature 
soon Paul who was de 
nied a tuktt to contest the 
last Assembly elections is 
now a membei of the Leg 
islative Council (h^ was 
elected in a byelection) 
but his teim as an MLC 
ends next yeai It remains 
to be seen what will hap 
pen then 


NTR^s Shift? 



N I Rama Rau 


A ndhi a Pradesh chief 
minister NTR had 
greeted the Prime Minis 
ter with a bouquet on the 
Idttci’s return from a sue 
cessful foreign trip Politi 
cally, not much should be 
read into this gesture But 
in the four visits which 
NTR has undertaken to 
the capital since the last 
Assembly elections, he has 
not met a single opposition 
leader The opposition 
patties aie in a fix Should 
thtv start opposing the 
NIR goveinment at tht 
state level’’ The Commun 
ist Party of India has 
already come out openly, 
criticising as many as 15 
decisions taken by NTR 
The other parties, notably 
the BJP, mav soon follow 
suit 


nrst Journalist | 

T he recent meeting of 
1 ht Indo US sub 
commission on education 
and culture had a first 
Never be*'! e had an Indi 
an louin list been in 
eluded in i delegation ot 
this kinci With the editor 
of AJaiiistream, Nikhil 
Chakiavaittv in the team 
to the United btates, the 
foreign office recognised 
that the fourth estate 
could play a role in formu 
lating the policy for educa 
tion and culture But Mr 
Chakravartty’s suggestion ^ 
on a vital subiect was not 
received well by the sub- 
commission He had sug 
gested that in future all 
sponsored visits of Indian 
journalists to the USA be 
regulated through the sub 
commission—in other 
words he wanted the Indi 
an government to select 
the journalists In case of 
the cultural exchange 
programme between India 
and the Soviet Union, this 
is the practice The spon 
sorships from the USA 
come from various agen¬ 
cies, including private 
trusts But apart from the 
Americans, some memlfers 
of the Indian delegation 
too did not take kindly to 
the journalist's sugges 
tion 

O. K. Nlamuddln 
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Bajaj Automation 


The reason why Auto is the largest scooter maker is fairly 
simple. 

Automation: The tedinology that helps produce India’s finest 
scooters and three-wheelers. The system whidh transfers much of the 
responsibility for production and quality control from the operator to 
the machine. 

That’s how Bajaj Auto made over 300,000 vehicles last year. 
That is how we will be making over 700,000 vehicles a year ly 
1987-88. 



It takes years to gear up for such vast 
production; but the experience gained over 
25 years will enable us to achieve this 
target And add even more rapidly to the 
almost 2 million Bajaj vehicles already 
on the road. 
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Here’s How to Plan a Perfect Trek 

Come to Lahaul.a trekkers paradise 


Lakes at 14,000’,ft. grand Himalayan passes, 
Towering peaks in their silvery glory and 
many treks to choose from-take your pick. 


Keylong to Chamba via 
Udeypur 11 Days 
Manali to Keylong via 
Chandratal and Baralacha 
11 Days 

Keylong to Padam over 
Shingola 10 Days 
Keylong to Zanskar via 
Baralacha 10 Days 
Where 


f hospitality is a 
[ way of life 


iin 


HIMACHAL 

TOURISM 


For these make Manali your base - where you 
can also hire equipment and get expert advise 
at the Mountaineering Institute. Enroute, you 
will find some rest houses/huts to help you 
along .■ 
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MONAL—State Trekking essentials 

Tent, Sleeping Bag, Rucksack, 
Warm Jacket, Boots/Warm Socks, 
Jeans, Thick Pullover, Water 
Bottle, Stove, 1st Aid Kit, 

Tinned food. High Energy 
foods like Chocolates and 
raisins etc. 

For more information plnase wriln to the Commissioner Tourism, 

Himachal Pradesh. Shimla-171001 Tel: 2028. .1136 or Contact H J*. Tourist __ 

Offices at: 

Delhi: Chandcriok Building, Janpath, New Delhi-110001. T'el' 345320 
Bombay: 36, World Trade Centre. CutTee Parade. Bombay-400005 . 

Tel 219181/284. 

Calcutta: 25, Camac Street, Camac Koad, Calcutta. Tel: 446847 
Madras: 28. C-in-C. Madras-600015. Tel: 812955. 

C^handigarh: 17, Sect., Chandtgarh Tel: 26494 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOU R/Khushwant Singh 


Bawdy Humour 
of the Far East 

A merican military presence in the 
Orient, particularly the pro 
longed war in Vietnam and the use of 
neighbouring countries like Thai 
land, the Philippines, Taiwan and 
Japan as “fatigue” stations for bat 
tie-weary GIs has produced a sire 
able “literature” of Suzie Wong type 
of anecdotes Unlike the British, the 
Americans never suffered from ra 
cial snobbery when it came to sex or 
marriage Thousands of them mar¬ 
ried Oriental girls and lived happily 
ever after, thousand more left be 
hind thousands of Ameiico Onental 
bastaids who, as bastaids often are, 
better looking than legitimate 
offspring on either side of their pa 
rents’ families The moie prudent 
who did not want to be saddled with 
marriage or care of children took 
then pleasuie in bordellos, massage 
pailours or with call girls generally 
referred to as Miss Choi Oi Red light 
distiicts of Saigon (lu Do Street) and 
I Bangkok's Pat Pong were grist to the 
mill of dirtv story manutactoiers and 
became as common m Amei lean pari 
ance as Sonagachi (C ah utta), Kamati 
Pura (Bombay) and Gaiston Bastion 
(Delhi) in ours Prostitution 
flourishes in these countries there is 
no suitax on the wagts ot sm The 
best place to lav youi hands on this 
I kind of hteratuie (or for that matter 
any kind of literature) is Taiwan 
They observe no copviight laws and 
having lot, of paper of then own, 
bring out pirated egimons of Amei 
lean and European bestsellei s within 
a few days of their publication You 
can buy a set of Enc vdopaedid Batd 
nnita at half the price you pay in 
India And although somewhat censo 
nous about letting in pornography 
published abroad, nothing prevents 
Taiwanese fiom publishing it in their 
own country for expoit 

Most .of these books have a ready 
market In the hotel bookstore 1 was 
able to lav my hands on only one of 
the SIX I was looking for This was 
entitled Confucius Sav by Leo Shaw 
The author dedicated it “to those 
flat-chested, but delightful charac 
ters of the Orient ” The dedication 
obviously excludes Indian women It 
goes into a paroxysm of alliteration 
about GIs who would “bounce by the 
nearest beei bar and break a few 
bottles of bubbly brew and bat the 
breeze with his buddies for the ba 
lance of the budget and beyond ” 
Shaw was disappointed at the lack of 
humorous material in the far east so 
he asked himself, “Why not sift the 


sands of centuries and sieve out 
scads of succulent sprouts of soul 
shaking, sagacious or silly sentences 
for the solace of soldiers seeking 
stimulating serenity after shell 
shocking safaries m ,South 
Vietnam’” 

Whatever humour Leo Shaw 
sieved out of the sands of far eastern 
sand beaches, he was not aware of 
the legend of the shape of the ana 
tomv of females of far eastern coun 
tries prevalent elsewhere Not one 
loke or anecdote is based on this 
myth His first Confucian cratk is at 
the expense of Indians “India think 
ing of steiilising parents of ten Is 
O K Kids who shack up at that age 
should be restrained ” The next one 
is aimed at the Japanese “Girl 
friend in Tokyo writes Dear Harry, 
you are gone six months and I am six 
months gone Shall I carry Harry or 
commit hara kin’” The Japanese 
tale proves the adage “The road to 
hell IS paved with faulty contiacep 
tion ’’ 

Vietnamese girls were the GIs’ top 
favourites “They can be poor in 
history, but really great on dates,” 
Leo Shaw assures us Don’t be misled 
bv their being bow legged “Just be¬ 
cause their legs are like ice tongs, 
does not mean they aie frigid ” Their 
being poorly endowed on the way of 
busts became the GIs’ favourite joke 
“As one falsie said to another let’s 
pack up and leave her flat ” 

Next to getting venereal disease it 
was having a pregnant girl on his 
hands that was the GIs’ nightmare 
The pill was not known and abortions 
risky Hence the description of an 
iptimist in Vietnam as one who rub¬ 
bed vanishing cream on his girl 
friend’s tummy hoping it would dis 
appear The sanest advice this Amer¬ 
ican Confucius could give the randy 
G1 was, “Women over forty best, they 
don’t yell, don’t tell, don’t swell and 
are grateful as hell ” 


RUST DESTROYS 

3-in>0ne Brand Oil is a 
must against rust A 
special blend of high- 
grade oils that cleanses, 
lubricates and protects. 



3-IN-ONE 


Brand Oil 


A must against rust 


* Ilio umr of TM Gooffray Manntrt ft Co Ltd Bgi 1 p 
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Our technolosical superiority has established 
its credentials for quality and performance. 

HereYe the overall efficiency facts 
about our moped duly authenticated by 

AUTOMOTIVE RESEARCH ASSOCIATION OF INDIA 

(Research Institution of the Automotive Industry 
with the Ministry of Industry Govt, of India) 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
AT VARIOUS SPEEDS 

20 06 Krns/ph 
- 29 47 Kms /ph 
38 78 Kms /ph 

—100 06 Kms /litre 

— 87 39 Kms/litre 

— 74 65 Kms/litre 

ACCELERATION 

0 25 Kms /ph 

— 6 5 Seconds 

MAXIMUM SPEED 

46 39 Kms ^ph 
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telescopic Iront suspension and greater load 
carrying capacity Its power-packed 2 BHP 
engine will carry the two ot you on any track 
in any traffic 

Attractive look in (ileasing c olours 


MAJESTIC AUTO LIMITED, C-48, Focal Point, Ludhiana-141 010. 
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Under the Prime 
Minister’s 
instructions, no 
MP, especially 
those who are 
» being associated 
with the Delhi 
riots, is to call 
on Justice 
MIshra (who is 
enquiring into 
the Delhi riots). 
But how will this 
help? In a 
society where 
people live in 
awe of authority 
and where 
ministers and 
officials get 
away with 
anything, such 
instructions will 
be of no avail. 


EXCLUSIVE/Kuidif Navar 




Omissions of Enquiry 




T he other day m Bombay I asked 
Justice T C Shah, who in 1967 consti 
tuted the one man commission to de 
marcate the boundary between Pun 
jab and Haryana, why he had allotted Chan 
digarh to Haryana He lephed that he had no 
choice because the figuies proyided to him 
showed an oyerwhelming maionty of Hindi 
speaking people in the city “I even held a 
sample survey among the migrant labourers 
and I came to the same conclusion ” he said 
Justice Shah ct.uld not recall the names of 
the Hindi speaking areas near Pakistan 
which he had awarded to Punjab When I 
said they were Abohar and i a/iika he 
nodded vaguely He said that his piedica 
ment was that Puniabi speaking tieck inter 
vened and hence he could not give them to 
Haryana (.Mrs Gandhi in her subsequent 
award gave a strip in Piitnah to make 
Abohar and Fazilka contiguous to Haryana) 
Justice Shah was quite aware of the tom 
troversy which his award had raised He said 
many a time that he was soriy it uiiwitimgly 
he had done anything to complicate the 
problem He was at pains to explain that as a 
judge he had no alternative except to go by 
the material pioduced before him and give 
the verdict he had given The award of 
Chandigarh to Haryana was so sutpnsing 
that when the intimation was received in the 
home ministry, I P Singh the then home 
secretary, could not believe it 
I am recalling all this not to revive old 
controversies—in any cast they have not 
died yet—bur to point out that the terms of 
reference of a commission can even defeat 
the purpose for which it has been set up 
When the commission was set up in 1%7 to 
adjudicate on the boundary, the government 
had failed to mention that actuallv Chandi 
garh had been built in place ot I ahore 
which was Puniab’s capital befoie partition 
and hence it was outside the pui v lew of the 
commission 

As legards othei claims and counter 
claims for the redrawing of interstate bound 
aiies, a commission was to bt appointed cn 
Justice Shah's recommendation Hi t that 
commission was never constituted The gov 
ernmeiit changed its own stand on the va 
nous suggestions put forwaid on the Punjab 
Haryana bordei issue None of them was 
acceptable to the Akali Icadeiship 1 am 
stressing this to point out how important ibt 
terms of reference for the inquiry into the 
Delhi riots are The whole put pose ot the 
inquiiy can be defeated it the terms are not 
properly fi amed It is import ant to pinpoint 
what went wrong and whv the authoiines 
failed It IS even more important to find out 
specifically who were guilty lo not mention 
tins specifically in the terms of reference is a 
grave omission 

True, the failure of government machtn 
ery was reprehensible and should be en 


quired into But in its terms of reference the 
commission should be assigned to find out 
the t xtent of complicity of individuals or 
groups in the ruling party, the police and 
othei agencies Otherwise, Justice Ranga 
narh Mishra who is inquiring into the Delhi 
riots would be in the same quandary as the 
one in which Justice Shah was He would 
have to go solely by the mateiial placed 
before the commission This might result in 
as surptising a conclusion as the awaid ol 
Chandigaih to Haryana 
The turns of reference—inquiry into 
allegations of organised violence following 
Mrs Gandhi’s assassination and the iicoid 
mg ot measures foi preventing recurrei t e of 
tht \ lolemce are too vague Owing to i in the 
actual culprits who mastermind communal 
riots etc always go unpunished It is also 
important that those alleged to have been 
involved in the noting should resign from 
their government offices At least one ot 
them IS now a minister His resignation will 



lustier I ( Shah no options 


not necessarily mean acceptance of guilt 
But It IS necessary lor an objective inquiiy 
Lven il he does not try to influence anyone 
ot covet up evidence, his occupying the 
chair in the council of ministers is bound to 
influence policemen or others involved in 
the inquiry In fact, tf he continues to be a 
minister, people would tend to believe that 
he must have exerted pressure to get himself 
exoneiated 

I'ndei the Prime Mimster’s instiuctions 
no MP especially those who are being 
associated with the Delhi riots, is to call on 
lusticc* M'shra But how will this help^ In a 
society where people live in awe ot authority 
and ministers and officials get away with 
anything, such instructions will bt of no 
avail The people likely to be intimidate d by 
those in authority are not the judges but 
those who give evidence The minister and 
others allegedly connected with the riots 
should step down until the inquiry repoi t is 
out That means only till the end of this yeai 
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OPINION 


A Dictator-CM 


■ was disheartened on reading the 
cover story Field Marshal NTR 
(14—20 July). When all the major 
opposition parties were virtually 
wiped out in the last Lok Sabha 
elections, it was expected that Telu- 
gu Dcsam would form a viable 
opposition to the Congress(I). But 
NTR has drifted towards the ruling 
party much to the dismay of other 
opposition leaders. Ii is indeed 
ironic that he has stopped meeting 
the opposition leaders, who had 
sided with him when he was dis¬ 
lodged from the chief ministership 
last year. NTR's dictatorial be¬ 
haviour is not in keeping with a 
democracy like ours. 

K. Chidanand Kumar. Bangalore 

•Sunday expo.sed the real intentions 
of NTR. The multi-millionaire film 
actor had risen to power by rousing 
regional sentiments and exploiting 
his screen image. Andhra Pradesh is 
suffering under his arrogant and un¬ 
democratic rule. Price inflation, cor¬ 
ruption and nepotism have become 
the order of the day. The opposition 
should severe all relations with NTR 
and his proposed Bharat Desam. 
T.S. Rao, Vizag 

•The cover story reminded me of the 
simile used by Milton in Paradise 
Lost, of a sailor resting on a huge 
Leviathan, thinking it to be a piece of 
land, after a .shipwreck. When he 
realises the imminent danger of the 
actual situation, it will be difficult 
for him to find a way out. Likewise, 
the people of Andhra Pradesh seem 
to be basking in NTR’s glory. One 
only hopes, that unlike the poor 
sailoi, these people wake up from 
then reverie soon enough to find a 
way out of their miserable plight. 
Arpita Mukherjee, New Delhi 

• Like the Congress(l), the Telugu 
Desam too poses a threat to democra¬ 
cy. It has neither a well defined 
philosophy nor a tradition. NTR re¬ 
tains his popularity by resorting to 
gimmicks of different kinds: having 
his feel washed with coconut water 
by his partymen and wearing a saf¬ 
fron robe. The people of India should 
not be misguided by NTR’s latest 
stunt: the Bharat Desam. 

Abir Padhy, Berhampur (Orissa) 

• The CM's Dictatorial Ways and The 
Son-in-law Rises suggested that NTR 
IS not very different from the power- 
hungry Congiessmen. Much to the 
disillusionment of those who re- 



I’nsidi-iUs iimU^i-iinc 

A history of their 
tensions 



i 


turned him to power for a new term 
NTR has emerged as an autocratic 
ruler and one who is committed to 
help his relatives. The mid-day meal 
.scheme, initiated by the Desam gov¬ 
ernment and then suddenly with¬ 
drawn, should be reintroduced. 
Shyamal Gupta, Burdwan (West 
Bengal) 

•The cover story was bold and forth¬ 
right. NTR wants people to adore 
him. Moreover the chief 

minister is turning a blind eye to the 
growing corruption in the state. He is 
also bent upon promoting his rela¬ 
tives. NTR is a changed man now. 
V S. Narayanaswamy, Madras 

•In the past, NTR had been pro¬ 
jected as a national leader and eulo¬ 
gised for almost all his actions. But 
now he seems to have fallen from 
grace. In the cover story he has been 
depicted as a hot-headed person with 
little or no knowledge of politics. Is it 
because of late he has drifted to¬ 
wards the Congress(I) and is not 
hobnobbing with opposition leaders 
in our country? However, I strongly 
condemn NTR’s arrogant and high¬ 
handed attitude. The journalists and 
mediamen who have come in contact 
with him in the last couple of years, 
must have known of these un¬ 
pleasant traits of his character. But 
they have never before said anything 
against NTR, This is not honest jour¬ 
nalism. 

A.K. Mookerjee, Purulia (West 
Bengal) 


President Vs PM 


T he detailed report on the growing 
differences between Zail Singh 
and Rajiv Gandhi left me disturbed 
(Presidents and Prime Ministers: A 
History of their Tension, 14—20 
July). The treatment meted out to 
the President by our young Prime 
Minister is really surprising. Zail 
Singh, so far, has exhibited an excep¬ 
tional maturity in tackling crucial 
situations. Instead of giving way to 
his emotions, the President has dis¬ 
played prudence and self-control in 
facing challenges. Keeping the Presi¬ 
dent in the dark about crucial issues 
is an attempt to malign him. The 
dignity of the President’s office must 
be maintained at all costs. 

B. Ganesh, Jamshedpur 

•It is extremely unfortunatt- that 
President Zail Singh and Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi are not shar¬ 
ing a cordial relationship, especially 
at a time when India is passing j 
through a crisis. Though there are 
innumerable instances in the pa.st 
when differences of opinions be¬ 
tween the head of state and the head 
of government had surfaced, the 
Zail-Rajiv feud seems to be of a 
I different nature. Ironically, it was 
I Zail Singh who had ensured the 
1 smooth tran.sfer of power, 
j Rajvir Grewal, Calcutta 

I eShubhabrata Bhattacharya’s article 
' was timely and informative. The 
President of India has been endowed 
with a number of powers but can he 
exercise them irrespective of the 
Prime Minister and his council of 
ministers? Some constitutional ex¬ 
perts have opined that like the Brit¬ 
ish Crown, the President of India has 
only the ‘right to be consulted, the 
right to encourage and the right to 
warn.’ The Indian Constitution is an 
exhaustive document but it leaves 
many things vague. Now that a con¬ 
troversy regarding the relations of 
the President vis-a-vis the Prime 
Minister has been raised, I feel that 
the provisions should be cleared. 
Abhijit Kumar Sen, Hooghly 


_Wel come Feat ure_ 

S mall Screen was long overdue 
and it was nice to note that at last 
St niia's took the initiative to start a 
column on TV. Television is expand¬ 
ing at an alarming rate and as such 
cannot be neglected. My good wishes 
on the new venture. 

Chamanlal Agarwal, Sonepur 


8 


SUNOAV 4-10 Augual IWi 










OPINION 


Terror Tactics 


S udden Death (7—13 July) was 
informative and touching Ter 
rorism is playing havoc the world 
over and fear has become a part and 
paicel of oui lives All countnes 
should make a concerted bid to 
stamp out such activities More de 
tails on the terrorist schools in USA 
and Canada would be welcome 
Sdrfra? Anwer, Patna 

• VPas the Crash Avoidable'^ gave a 
clear pictute of the terrorists’ activi 
ties It was shocking to note that USA 
has been indirectly supporting the 
cause of terrorism After allowing 
schools that tiain terrorists to opei 
ate, there is no point in the US 
government issuing statements con 
demiiing terrorism' 

R Ra;esh Gupta, Ahmedabad 

•No matter how sincere the US gov 
einment’s piotests against growing 
international terroiism are, as long 
as the teriorist training schools are 
not banned, extremism cannot be 
curbt d I cannot understand why 
Kanishka was allowed to take off 
even when sniffer dogs went beserk 
at the Toronto airport 
S Joseph Diaz Nagercoil (lamtl 
N idu) 

•Shubhabrata Bhattacharya’s inves 
tigativc report on the Air India crash 
was simplv remarkable The views 
were put iorwaid in a very clear and 


T he spec lal report Peedmg on the 
Dead t30 June—6 July) sug 
gested remedies which are not prac 
deal It has been mentioned that due 
to the want of dead bodies dissection 
and the study of anatomy in medical 
colleges are being adversely 
affected But a ban on exports and 
rehabilitation of doms will not solve 
the problem 
Bethan Jha, Kanpur 

•II Ritu Sarin’s suggestions are im 
plemented India will not only lose a 
huge amount of foreign exchange it 
will throw thousands of hanjans out 
of employment Now when P A 
Sangma, minister of state, has stated 
that steps to curb alleged malprac 
tices in the export of skeletons are 
being taken, it would be judicious 
not to wound the feelings of the 
doms 

Sukhraj Ray, Calcutta 

•I wish to comment on certain points 
mentioned in the article The abbre 
viation JCCI & E stands for Jomt 


logical manner 
N Umapathy, Madra<< 

•It will be wrong to reach a conclu 
sion regarding the cause of the 
Kanishka accident without concrete 
evidence The theory of sabotage by 
terrorists may not be true and the 
possibility of destruction of the 
Boeing by a test missile from a sub 
marine or any launching station, can 
not be ruled out 
M H Rama, Bhuhaneswai 

•The terrorists by launching a sue 
cessful offensive have proved that 
India can be attacked both tiom 
within and without as long as there 
are enough inefficient officials In 
ternational terrorism should be dealt 
with an iron hand, with the help and 
cooperation of all the nations This 
world should be a safe place to live 
in 

N Ellango TiruneJvcIi (Tamil Nadu) 

•1 suspect the hand of some foreign 
power behind the Air India tragedy 
This conspiracy should be probed 
and the culprits who masterminded 
this heinous act must be traced 
Otherwise similar calamities may 
reoccur It will not be proper to 
accuse the Sikhs foi the catastrophe, 
which will further alienate them 
fiom the rest ot the nat’on 
Subal Chandra Saha Malda fHest 
Bengal) 


Chief Controllei of Imports and Ex 
ports'and not as mentioned Moreov 
er. It IS not correct that the officials 
of JCCI & E are not willing to divulge 
the names of the exporters of human 
skeletons who havj been issued li 
cences on the plea that the subject is 
a “very sensitive one ’’ Previously 
human skeletons weie allowed to be 
exported only against a formal dec 
laration from the fori ign buyer that 
the skeletons weie requited for 
biological and medical purposes 
only As a former controller of im 
ports and exports, I suspected foul 
play in the procurement of human 
skeletons by thi exporters I took up 
the matter with the chief controller 
of imports and exports. New Delhi, 
and on my suggestion, a procurement 
certificate of the human skeleton 
intended to be exported, was insisted 
upon from the year 1979 1 feel it is 
high tune that the Indian govern 
ment ah^^ bali^ the export of human 

T. 'W^oy, Howrah (West Bengal) 


Fight for Surviv^ 

I t was a sad and moving experience 
to go through the article on 
Ethiopia by Germaine Greer (A Fight 
fot Life, 1 —13 July) The fact that 
nothing deters the Ethiopians in 
their fight against odds won my 
admiration I only wish, 1 could do 
something to help those people 
L K Awasthi Calcutta 

• The photogiaphs published with 
the special report portiay vividly the 
plight of the starving people of 
Ethiopia The organisers of the ‘Live 
Aid’ progiamme have done a mag 
nificiont job 

Debashis Pan Sindri (Bihar) 

•1 was deeply moved by the plight of 
the Ethiopians Germaine Greei s re 
port made me aware the 
courageous battle that they art wag 
ing against poverty It is indeed a 
rare example of man s struggle for 
survival against nature’s calamities 
Arra Mishta Cuttack 


Corrupt Bureaucrat 

evclry at Public Expense ( 14—20 
July) was a bold expose of the 
corrupt practices of the chief secret 
arvol Raiasthan 1 he lavish celebra 
non of the chief secretary’s wedding 
anniversary at public i xpense only 
goes to prove the extent of the rot 
that has set in the bureau!lacy Such 
people have no conscience or regard 
for the common man These bureauc 
rats aie foiling the efforts of our 
Prime Minister to cleanse the gov 
ernment Such blatant corruption 
should be probed and if the chief 
secietary is found guilty, he should 
be dismissed from service and the 
money which he squandeied should 
be realised 

kashinath Mishra e\ minister Uttar 
Piadesh 


Festival Politics 


F estivals of the Pool (30 June 6 
Julv' was an cyeopenei Kuidip 
Nayar gave a true nictuie of the 
Itstivdls of India m frame and 
Aineiica It was sad to learn that 
dll tv politics which has contamin 
ated every spheie of our lives, is al^ 
an inalienable part of the festivals 
abroad Mi Nayar has also rightly 
pointed out that old is nut always 
gold with r«leience to our culture It 
is high time the government consi 
dcred what kind of India it wishes to 
pioieit to the world outside 
B Cantsh famshedpin 


Selli ng the Dea d 
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PUNJaB 

PEACE AT 1JV5T ? 

By Shubhabrata Bhatiacharva 


F ive days before the Punjab 
accoid was signed, the Akali 
Dal chief, Sant Haichand 
Singh Longowal, faced with 
stiff opposition from his colleagues, 
Prakash Singh Badal and Gurcharan 
Singh Tohra, decided to seek God’s 
verdict on his peace moves As per 
Sikh custom, after offering ardas, he 
at random opened the Guru Granth 
Sfthib The first stanza of the holy 
book which attracted his attention 
said, “If invitation has come, then go 
ahead ” When Sant Longowal left the 
Chandigarh residence of Akali lead 
er Balwant Singh after this at das, he 
had made up his mind he was going 
to New Delhi to negotiate peace with 
the union government The efforts of 
Punjab Governor Arjun Singh, who 
had quietly initiated the final phase 


of the peace negotiations on 2 July, 
had begun to bear fruit After five 
years of bloody killings and commun 
al strife in Punjab light had been 
sighted at the end of a tunnel 
On 24 July Sant Longowal signed 
the accord with Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi For the young Prime Minis 
ter. It was a moment of personal 
triumph Accord in Gujarat had been 
reached just a week earlier The 
promise of peace in Punjab was the 
best gift which he could have given 
to the nation in his nine month te 
nure as the Prime Minister On 31 
Octobei 1984, when Mrs Indira Gan 
dhi was murdered and the nation 
shaken by anti Sikh riots, no one 
could have imagined that within nine 
months the Akali Dal would give up 
Its belligerence and sign the memor 


andum ol understanding with the 
union government On papei, peace 
has leturned to Punjab The accord 
has been hailed by all sections of 
sane public opinion in Punjab But 
the till eat in Punjab never came 
from the Akali politicians They led a ' 
political inuicha (in which they were 
overtaken by the extremists, who 
cieated a situation which went 
beyond the control of traditional 
politicians) Since the murder of Lala 
fagat Naraiii four years ago, the 
pi oblem 111 Punjab did not stem from 
opposition politicians The threat 
came fi om the extremists The cult of 
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale’s father. 
Baba Joginder Singh, who has inher 
ited his son’s following and presently 
I heads the party known as the United 
I Akali Dal, has criticised the accord 
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While the Anandpur Sahib meeting 
of the Akali Dal has hailed the 
accord, dissenting voices have been 
heard from the former chief minister 
of Punjab, Prakash Singh Badal and 
the Shiromani Gurdwara Praban- 
dhak Committee president, Gurchar- 
an Singh Tohra. There is euphoria 
surrounding the accord at present. 
Sant Longowal has managed to carry 
the day in the Anandpur Sah i b meet¬ 
ing on 26 July. After five years of 
strife, it is difficult to predict if the 
mood of a political meeting will deter 
extremists in Punjab. In the monsoon 
months, a promising dawn can be 
marred by clouds as the day prog¬ 
resses. 

I The accord may bring peace to 
Punjab. But it has created other 
centres of tension. For the Lok Dal in 
Haryana and the Bharatiya Janata 
Party in Rajasthan, the accord has 

I provided issues with which the gov¬ 
ernment can be confronted with. 
Faced with serious corruption 
charges, Haryana chief minister Bha- 
jan Lai may wholeheartedly welcome 
the moves of New Delhi. But for 
opposition leader Devi Lai, 
Haryana’s interests cannot be sacri 
ficed at the present because then the 
credit for .settlement in Punjab will 
go to the Congress(l). Bhajan Lai had 
created hurdles which stalled settle¬ 
ments in the past. He had staked 
Haryana’s claim to Chandigarh on 
the eve of mass resignations by Akali 
Dal legislators in 1983. The treat¬ 
ment meted out to the Sikhs by the 
Haryana police on the eve of the 
1982 Asiad had sharpened the com¬ 
munal conflict. Now mercifully Bha- 
jan Lai is all praise for the accord. 

► For Devi Lai, who had politically 
sided with the Akali Dal rill the other 
day, the accord is godsent. He was 
deprived of the chief ministership of 
Haryana because Bhajan Lai’s defec¬ 
tion arithmetic was better than Devi 
Lai’s. Now the opposition legislators 
in Haryana have learnt a lesson from 
their ruling party counterparts. They 
are making political capital out of 
resignation threats. In Rajasthan, 
chief minister Harideo Joshi has 
been critical of the accord because 
he feels that the interests of Rajas¬ 
than have been sacrificed. Opposi¬ 
tion leader Bhairon Singh Shekhawat 
of the BJP is utilising the opportun¬ 
ity to whip up a movement which can 
restore the credibility of his party. In 
the case of Rajasthan, it may have 
been prudent to have consulted the 
chief minister before the accord was 
signed. After all Harideo Joshi is not 
Bhajan Lai. New Delhi should have 
handled him politically. Apart from 

1 ^ Badal and Tohra in Punjab, there are 
other politicians as well who have 
been hurt by the accord. 




W hat have the Akalis achieved? 

While they have managed to 
get their major demands accepted, 
they will not be able to explain why 
they had allowed extremism to grow 
in the prosperous state of Punjab and 
thereby affect the economic prosper¬ 
ity of a progressive community. The 
demand for amendment of Article 25 
of the Constitution (to give Sikhs an 
identity separate from the Hindus) 
led to senior Akali leaders burning 
the Constitution of India. Fortunate¬ 
ly while reaching the accord, this 
demand did not prove to be a stumb¬ 
ling block. In 1980 the SGPC under 
Tohra had passed a resolution declar¬ 
ing the Sikhs to be a “separate 
nation.’’ This loo is mercifully mis¬ 
sing from the accord. While the Aka 
lis have retracted from these two 
extreme stands, the Congress(l) too 
has changed its stance. During the 
Lok Sabha elections, Rajiv Gandhi 
had criticised the opposition for us 
support to the Anandpur Sahi b Re- 
j solution In Balha, the constituency 
I from where the Janata Party presi- 
, dent, Chandra Shekhar unsuccessful 
ly contested, posters had been pasted 
asking the voters not to elect the 
supporters of the Anandpur Sahib 
Resolution. With portions of the 
Anandpur Resolution now referred 
to the Sarkaria Commission, the 
.stand of Rajiv Gandhi on this .seems 
to have undergone a change. In jioh- 
tics, it may be sometimes prudent not 
to .seek short-term gams. .Similarly, 
regarding Chandigarh, the Congres- 
s(I) stand has shifted. In the Lok 
Sabha elections, the parly’s candi¬ 
date from Chandigarh, Jagannath 
Kaushal, openly opposed the transfer 
of the city built by Le Corbusier to 
the state of Punjab. He wanted Chan¬ 
digarh to retain its status as a union 
territory. Was it proper for the Con- 
gress(l) to have taken this stand on a 
sensitive issue, esjiecially when the 
late Mrs Indira Gandhi had awarded 
the city to Punjab many years ago? 

The biggest problem which the 
Congress(I) will face in Punjab now 
will be to find a leader for the party 
in the state. The 24 July accord has 
effectively seen former chief minis¬ 
ter Barbara Singh out of the scene. 
The Punjab PCC(I) president, Rajin- 
der Singh Sparrow, is not a political 
heavyweight. (The irony of the party 
is that till 1972 the present PCC(I) 
chief was an Akali Dal legislator.) 
R.L. Bhatia of Amritsar, the AICC(l) 
general secretary from the state, can¬ 
not be the leader of the party in a 
state where 60 percent population 
comprises Sikhs. Swaran Singh, 
the veteran politician, is too old to 
take active .interest in politics. For¬ 
mer Speake.' of the Lok Sabha, Gur- 


dial Singh Dhillon, has been inactive 
for sometime. To find a leader when 
the elections are hopefully round the 
corner will be an uphill task. 

In the Akali camp, disbnity has 
already been noticed. Longowal has 
emerged above Badal and Tohra in 
the Anandpur Sahib meeting. A plus 
point for Longowal is that among the 
advisors of Baba Joginder Singh, 
Alma Singh, Prakash Singh Majitha 
and Ujagar Singh Sekhwan are close 
to Longowal as well. They have dif¬ 
ferences with Tohra, which made 
them side with Baba Joginder Singh 
in the past few months. Through 
them, Longowal can hope to have a 
dialogue with the United Akali Dal. 
Longowal’s main opponent, Jagdev 
Singh Talwandi, is not in a strong 
position now. Though Badal, i^he Jat 
leader, is known as the best vote- 
catcher among the Akali leaders so 
far, the equation may undergo a I 
change at the time of the next eVec- l 
tions. The disunity in Akali ranks 
may prove beneficial to the Congres- 
s{l). But peace in Punjab can be 
restored only if the Akalis come to 
power. Events in the past have shown 
that militancy comes to the Akali 
ranks only when the party is out of 
power Apart from the extremists, 
the election arithmetic will also de¬ 
termine whether peace will prevail 
in Punjab. 

The accord is unique. For the first 
time, the Prime Minister of India has 
signed a document with a section of 
the Indian public. The way Sant 
Longowal sat across the table and 
signed the document with Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi looked extraDrdinarv.The accord 
with Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, 
reached during Mrs Gandhi’s tenure, 
was signed on her behalf by G. Parth- 
asarathi. The peace team led by late 
Jayaprakash Narain had signed the 
accord with underground Nagas and 
the government had supported the 
settlement. In the early Fifties, when 
the then Hyderabad state entered 
into an understanding with the 
underground communists to end the 
Telengana movement, while the 
accord had the sanction of Jawahar- 
lal Nehru, he did not append his 
signature to any document. The head 
of government cannot rush to sign 
documents. It sets precedents for the 
future. The Prime Minister’s assur¬ 
ance should suffice. A signed com¬ 
mitment from him cannot be deman¬ 
ded by leaders of movements. In the 
euphoria of the accord, certain moot 
points should not have been ignored. 
Despite these elements, the accord 
has brought a sigh of relief to the 
entire nation. To that extent, hoping 
that peace will prevail in Punjab, the 
Prime Minister can be congratulated. 
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Piuyab lives Again 


W ednesday the 24th of July 
1985 will go down in con 
temporary Indian history 
as the day of the victory of 
the forces of national integrity over 
those plotting the country s disiii 
tegration as well as the crowning 
achievement of Rajiv Gandhi’s nine 
months as Prime Ministei It is an 
achievement deserving of the awaids 
of Bharat Ratnas foi two men, Rajiv 
Gandhi and Ariun Singh, govcrnoi of 
the Punjab It is significant that in 
these final negotiations several men 
who had played important roles in 
Punjab’s affaiis in the past were not 
consulted The Prime Minister did 
not take tht President, cabinet 
ministei Buta Singh oi Dai bar a 
Singh, formei chief ministei of Pun 
jab, into confidence Longowal’s 
team did not include GS Tohia 
president of tht S(»P( nor Prakash 
Singh Badal formei chief ministei of 
his state but instead two lawvet 
politicians SS Barnala and Balwant 
Singh, once finance minister of the 
state 

WHY IT TOOK SO LONG 

However, when vou examine the 
eleven point agretmcni to which 
Sant Hatchand Singh Longowal and 
Rajis Gandhi appended then signa 
tuies on the evening of 24 Julv 
you mav well ask C ould nut have all 
this been agreed upon before’' Why 
did It lake three veais ot continuous 
agitation and violence which tmbit 
tered relations between Hindus and < 


By Khush want Singh 

being seen as one who knuckled 
under the arm twisting tactics of the 
Akalis This made her rigid in her 
dealings with them One example of 
this was her award giving Chandi 
garh to the Punjab but making it 
conditional on handing over the 
tehsils of Farilka and Abohar to 
Haryana She refused to listen to the 
plea that I azilka and Abohar were 
not contiguous to Haryana and would 
need a coriidor through the Punjab 
to link them to Haryana And corn 
dors arc provided for only among 
sovereign states not between states 
of one nation She was equally ada 
mant over re opening the issue of the 
distribution of the waters of the 
Sutlej and the Beas of which only 
Punjab was riparian between Pun 
jab Haryana and Rajasthan 

The Akaiis suggested a perfectly 
j leasonable compromise that tht mat 
I ter be referred to a judge of the 
Supieme Couit and they would abide 
by his verdict Mrs Gandhi insisted 
that if the issue was to be re opened 
It would go to a river wateis tribunal 
Such tribunals are notorious for the 
time they take to come to a decision 
When wanting an excuse to back 
track Mrs Gandhi relied on Bhajan 
Lai chief minister of Haryana, the 
most unscrupulous and mischievous 
of jioliticians of post independent In 
dia to upset the apple cart Mrs 
Gandhi could count on him to raise 
objections to any settlement with the 

Ihc Golden Temple in Amritsar 


Akalis On one occasion when every 
issue had been settled, Bhajan Lai 
organised anti Sikh violence in 
several Haryana towns The Akalis 
left the negotiating table in disgust 

On their part the Akalis were 
equally shifty and showed more cun 
cein with their personal political 
fortunes than the welfare of the 
community or the country Fvery tew 
weeks they added to their list of 
demands till it made an impressive 
total of over lorty including trivia 
such as re naming a train .is the 
Golden Temple Express and declar 
mg Amritsar a holy city Not only did 
they keep their motchd going and 
refrained from condemning violence 
let loose by Bhindranwak’s gangs 
they alienated themselves from tfu 
Indian mainstream by burning copies 
ot the Constitution on which they 
had taken oaths when they took 
office as chief ministers and minis 
ters ot the central or the state 
cabinet 

COST OF CONFRONTATION 

The thiee years between the initial 
launching of the so called diiarma 
yuddha morchd and its final termina 
tion last week have been the most 
tragic in the history of the Punjab 
since independence Over 200,000 » 
men were jailed, many eminent and 
innocent men fell victim to assas 
sins’ bullets Lala lagat Naiain and 


Sikhs to come to a settlemerii when 
most points ot dispute had been 
amicablv resolved at stveial meet 
mgs with the then Prime Ministei 
Mrs Indira Gandhi and leaders of 
the Akali DaP 

The answer to those questions re 
fleet poorlv on the lack of toiesight 
and statesmanship of Mrs Gandhi as 
well as the Akali leaders who came to 
Delhi to negqtiate with her On moie 
than one occasion when almost every 
single issue had been lesolved-eithei 
Mis Gandhi or the Akalis resiled 
from then commitments arid cast the 
blame for the breakdown on the 
othei side Mis C>andhi was unduly 
obsessed with losing electoral Sup 
port among Hindus of Punjab, 
Haryana, Hmiachtd Pradesh, Delhi 
and the neighbouring states and 
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his son Rotnesh Chander, owners of 
the largest chain of papers in the 
Punjab, Dr Vishwa Nath Tiwan, 
member, Rajya Sabha, Harbans 
Singh Manchanda, president of the 
Delhi Gurdwara Prabandhak Com¬ 
mittee, Sumeet Singh, editor of Freer 
Lari, A.S. Atwal, DIG police, Harbans 
Lai Khanna, Balbir Singh of the Lok 
Dal and a host of others—we are still’ 
not sure of how many died in “Opera¬ 
tion Bluestar” (the government’s 
White Paper is not a reliable docu¬ 
ment) nor in the anti-Sikh violence 
that erupted all over northern India 
following the assassination of Mrs 
Gandhi. The figure, 10,000 dead 
would be a conservative estimate. It 
was this legacy of hate and vengeful 
shedding of blood that Rajiv Gandhi 
inherited from his mother. To win 
* back the confidence of the Sikhs and 
restore noimalcy to Punjab seemed 
at the time an almost impossible 
task 

CHANGED ATMOSPHERE 

Several factors helped Rajiv Gan 
dhi to grasp the Punjabi nettle with 
determination Foi one he gained a 
thumping victory at the polls The 
single most important factor in his 
triumph was the Hindu backlash 
against what was portrayed as Sikh 
separatism The Sikhs had been deni 
grated from being first class citizens 
of the country to less than third class 
and their loyalties had become sus¬ 
pect. The days of the proud Sardar 
were over and he lost much of his 
swagger At long last Akali leaders 
realised the enormous damage they 
had done lo their own community 
Ilf and became more amenable to 
reason. At the same time Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi and his advisers also sensed the 
peril of having a community of 14 


million located on the most sensitive 
border of the country being in a 
mood of sullen rebellion. Quite right¬ 
ly he gave affairs of the Punjab top 
priority. Akali leaders were released, 
ban on the All India Sikh Students 
Federation removed, special courts 
abolished, enquiry into last Novem¬ 
ber's anti-Sikh violence instituted. 
All these steps changed the prevail¬ 
ing atmosphere of despondence into 
one of hope. People of the Punjab, 
both Hindu and Sikh, had wearied of 
continuing tension and prayed for 
the good old times to return. 

Pajiv Gandhi, and perhaps more so 
his chief confidant Governor Arjun 
Singh played their cards with great 
skill They knew that Bhajan Lai was 
capable of infinite mischief. Fortu¬ 
nately for them serious charges of 
corruption had been levelled against 
him. Rajiv Gandhi took cognisance of 
these charges but decided to hold his 
hand till the appropiiate time Bha¬ 
jan Lai saw the sword of Damocles 
hanging over his head. When the 
settlement was announced, instead 
of kicking up a shindig about Fazilka 
and Abuhar as was expected of him, 
he meekly welcomed it as fair to 
Haryana. 

Kajiv Gandhi also took leadeis of 
the opposition parties into confi 
dence. Every negotiation with the 
Akalis was discussed with them and 
It was only after he had sensed their 
approval for the way he was handling 
the problem that he called Sant Lon- 
gowal to negotiate a detailed settle¬ 
ment. 


SNAGS__ 

There is little doubt that the settle¬ 
ment has been widely acclaimed. 
There are,however, a few snags that 


remain. The most important of these 
is the question whether or not Sant 
Longowal will be able to carry the 
Akali party with him. The extremist 
faction led by Baba Joginder Singh 
and Jagdev Singh Talwandi have 
denounced the agreement as a“sell- 
out.” So has the All-India Sikh Stu¬ 
dents Federation. None of them 
count for very much. But G.S. Tohra 
and Prakash Singh Badal do. Unless 
they lend their whole-hearted sup¬ 
port to Longowal, there will be se¬ 
rious trouble. Their grudging consent 
makes the unanimous vote in favour 
of acceptance somewhat weak. Both 
men aspire to be chief ministers of 
the state. Badal has a sort of hen on 
the post and may come round to the 
conclusion that backing Longowal 
may be his best bet to regain fhief 
ministership. Tohra is a notorious 
self-seeker; for 13 years he has hung 
on to being president of the SGPC 
and has had two terms as Member of 
Parliament during which he disting¬ 
uished himself by remaining a silent 
spectator or being absent Unless he 
IS squared with promise of a belly 
full of karah pershad he will prove a 
sticky customei If he were to go over 
to Baba Joginder Singh’s camp, the 
Akali party will be splintered beyond 
repair. Then there are the terrorists. 
They have been largely contained. 
But by no means liquidated. They 
continue to receive arms, money and 
encouragement from Khalistani ele 
menrs abroad as well a.s from indi¬ 
viduals (not the government | of 
Pakistan. Although progressively 
more isolated, their capacity to foul 
the atmosphere should not be under¬ 
estimated. 

And finally, not many non-Sikhs 
realise that at the root of all the Sikh 
agitation and the rise of fun¬ 
damentalism IS the gnawing fear in 
the mind of the Sikhs ot losing their 
separate religious identity and laps¬ 
ing back into the Hindu fold. The 
borderline between the two com¬ 
munities is very thin—a cleanshaven 
Sikh does in effect become a Hindu 
believing in Sikhism and much the 
same as the Sindhis and millions of 
other Punjabi Hindus who worship in 
Sikh gurdwaras. There are only two 
ways by which Sikhs can retain their 
separate identity: one, by appealing 
to the spartan traditions of the Khal- 
sa and relying on its inner strength, 
the other is by creating a distance 
between themselves and the Hindus 
by emphasising the points of differ¬ 
ence, if necessary by rousing fear 
and hatred against them. Bhindran- 
wale took the second alternative. It 
is now for the leaders of the commun¬ 
ity to give the first and the more 
legitimate alternative a fair trial. 
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A New Dawn in Punjab 


ASHWINI MINNA, whose grandfather Lala Jagat Narain and father 
fiomesh Chancier were vjc tjms uf extremists’ bullets, feels that the accord 
has ushered m a new era in Punjab 



T he twenty fourth of July 1985 
IS a harbinger of a new light 
for this country especially for 
the people of Punjab With 
this day, begins a new era in Indian 
history The historic gams of this day 
will outweigh and outshine the dark 
ness of violence, terrorism and separ 
atism ot the past five years 
It was on the evening of 9 Septem 
bei 1981, that mv grandfa'her, the 
late Lala Jagat Narain, was shot 
dead Since then the violence took a 
turn toi the worse and spread all 
over Puniab and most of north India 
With the violence came separat 
ism which raised its ugly head in 
Punjab The anti national forces 
abroad took full advantage of these 
separatist and disruptionisi tenden 
cies in the country and at one time it 
seemed that their plans would sue 
ceed and the country would fall 
apai t But because of the firm actions 
of Indira and Rajiv Gandhi and the 
devotion to duty discipline and 
loyalty of the armed forces, the plans 
did not succeed The armed forces 
deserve the highest praise The vio 
lence, terrorism and separatism not 
only snatched away my grandfather 
but also my father the late Romesh t 
Chander, and so many other politi | 
cians, religious leaders and writers , 
like Giani Partap Singh, V N Tiwan, I 
Sumeet Singh, Sardar Harbans Man 
chanda and Chaudhary Balbir Singh 
Hundreds of innocent Punjabis— 
walking on the roads, in then homes 
or in buses werekilled in cold blood 
The first phase of this violence, 
which had started with the assassina 
tion of my giandfather ended with 
the assassination of my father and 
Operation Bluestar 
In the second phase of the terrorist 
movement, our late Prime Minister, 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, had to sacrifice 
her life at the hands of her own Sikh 
security guards In the third phase, a 
large number of innocent Sikhs in 
Delhi and in northern India suffered 
because of the vengeful communal 
violence The recent bomb explo 
sions in Delhi and perhaps, the ill 
fated Boeing crash could also be 
attributed to this phase In the fourth 
phase which has just begun it is now 
possible to see some light at the 
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end of the corridor There is a ray of 
hope, a breath of fresh morning air 
After the accord was arrived at be¬ 
tween Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
and the Akali Dal leader Sant Har 
chand Singh Longowal, it was felt 
that the reign of fear and terror in 
Punjab will be ovei and peace will 
reign again 

Of course, all kinds of views will be 
made and opinions expressed regard 
ing the accord But what must be 
remembered is that the Akali Dal 
consists of not just two but four 
groups of Sikhs and the views and 
actions of each one matter 
The first and the most important 
group IS that of Sant Longowal Keep 
mg the interest of the Punjabis and 
the country in mind, Sant Longowal 
has arrived at this accord Whatever 
f be the past record of this group, the 
end (which is the accord) justifies 
the means It is a marvellous, 
courageous and praiseworthy action 
and for this, all credit goes to the 
Sant whose name will be wiitten in 
letters of gold in the history of Pun 
jab and the countiy 

By coming to terms with the gov 
ernment, Sant I ongowal has re 
united the Sikh community with the 
mainstream of Indian thought and 
life This action has the support of 
the entire Sikh business community 
owners of trucks and buses, and 
industrialists, besides to some ex 
tent, the faiming community 
Whether this is due to economic or 
political reasons is immaterial The 
fact remains that without the Sikh 
community’s leturn to the Indian 
mainstream the country is incom 
plete 

The second group is led by Baba 
Joginder Singh This group has the 
support of Jagdev Singh Talwandi 
and the All India Sikh Students Fed 
eration The aim of this group seems 
to be to make a hero of the Baba by 
creating obstacles in the way of any 
understanding that the Longowal 
group and the centre may arrive at 
This was known to the centre and 
Sant Longowal Hence, the centre 
gave no encouragement to this 
group, which lacks a constructive 
ideology 

Perhaps the saddest aspect of the 
Punjab issue is that the third group 
led by the former chief minister of 
Punjab, Prakash Singh Badal and the 
president of Shiromani Gurudwara 
Prabandhak Committee, G S Tohra, 
have expressed their opposition to 
the accord This may have been ex 
pected of Mr Tohra as he is capable 
of taking any stand for the sake of 
poliucal expediency and personal 
safety But this was never expected 
of Prakash Singh Badal by the Hin 
dus of Punjab as he has always been 
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111 the forefrdntof Hindu Sikh unity 
and integrity of the country, and 
certainly not now, just when the new 
dawn has brought fresh hope and 
light on the Indian horizon Though 
this group may be happy to note that 
all the demands of the Akalis have 
been accepted Badal’s stand is 
strange His attitude may be due to 
the leadership issue, which has been 
the bane of Akali Sikh politics Pun 
jab’s political history is a mute wit 
ness to such struggles There is no 
doubt that Sant Longowal will make 
an all out effort to persuade Badal 
and Tohra to join him But his efforts 
are not likely to succeed until the 
leadership issue is resolved to Tohra 
and Badal’s satisfaction 
The fourth group consists of cer 
tain individuals who have nothing to 
do with the Akali Dal But for the last 
four years, this gi oup has been mis 
1 °adtng the Akali Dal into confronta 
t on with the government, disruption 
of normal life, terrorism, separatism 
and violence This group comprises 
smugglers, anti national and anti 
social elements, criminals, extrem 
ists and foreign spies The anti 
national and anti social elements 
may have a personal or political axe 
to grind and the main aims of this 
group are to spread communalism, 
violence, unrest, dissension in Pun 
jab and bring about the disintegra 
tion of the country These people are 
certamly no* true Sikhs 


Without keeping Sikh politics and 
Its background in mind, most people 
think that the Punjab problem has 
been solved In mv opinion that is 
not quite cornet Only a partial 
solution has been found and the next 
six months are crucial The centre 
and the Akali Dal have to tread 
cdiefully The centre is thinking of 
holding elections in Punjab 1 hough 
It IS a step in the right ditection the 
€ lections should onlv be held once 
the centre is confident that the law 
and order situation in the state is 
completely noitnal Otherwise ev 
erything achieved so tar could be 
lost, pel haps for ev ei 

For Sant Long wal, it is a penod of 
intense* struggle because he has 
saboteurs all around who would do 
anything to see this accord collapse 
by any means possible SantLongow 
al’s success would lie in the efforts to 
bring all or as many as possible, of 
the other groups together Will he be 
able to achieve this units■' Time will 
tell However, if the Sant can bung 
all other groups together he would 
have achieved a second victorv, the 
first being the accoid with Rajiv 
Gandhi 


Ttte author who is at prasent the head of the 
Punjab Kesan chain of newspapers lives undei 
heavy guard In Delhi After Presidant Zail Singh 
and Prime Minister R^iv Qandhi he has me 
largest posse at securitymen in Delhi 
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The Costly Delay 


Tha euphoria of the present should not cloud a critical examination of the past to 
derive object lessons for the future, says K.P. UNNIKHISHNAN 


W hile the nation can heave 
a sigh of relief at the 
accord reached between 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi and president of the AkaliDal, 
Sant Longowal, the costly delay in 
resolution of the conflict in the sensi¬ 
tive north-western border state con¬ 
tains many object lessons for all 
those who are interested in the fu¬ 
ture of this country. In the euphoria 
of the present, we often tend to 
forget the complexities of our 
national existence and a sub¬ 
continental polity. While we harp 
back on the glory of our ancient 
civi^sation, we fail to recognise or 
comprehend our cultural, regional 
and ethnic diversities. It is these 
diversities which make the problem 
of nation-building an arduous and 
unparalleled task. India, even today, 
is a nation in the making. It is only 
through democratic institutions and 
values and through these processes 
that we can survive as a nation. For it 
is only these processes which would 
help expression of these diversities 
and resolution of all possible con¬ 
flicts inherent in the situation. Yet 
another bond axiomatic to our sur¬ 
vival is the bond of secularism. After 
Mahatma Gandhi, it was only Jawa- 
harlal Nehru among our leaders who 
understood its significance in a true 
historical perspective. During the 
last decade and a half, unfortunately, 
the political exigencies of national 
leadership were allowed to dominate 
the decision-making processes which 
were eating into the vitals of the 
system. The painfully protracted de¬ 
lay in finding a solution to the com¬ 
plex web of problems in Punjab 
typically reflects this approach. 

This resulted in an atmosphere 
charged with terror and intimidation 
for various sections of Punjab’s 
population, the near-ahenation of 
the brave Sikh community from the 


T7» author, who is general secretary ot the 
Congress(S), actively participated in the tripartite 
talks held to resolve the Punjab tangle It is 
Interesting to note that a formula proposed by Mr 
Urmikrishnan on 18 February almost reads 

like the accord reached between Prime Minister 
fttlfv Qandhi and Sant Longowal last week It 
.may be lecallad that besides Chandra Shekhar, 
he,was the only one to come out sharply against 
“Operation Bluestar." 
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national mainstream, the tragic 
assassination of the former Prime 
Minister, and open abetment and 
encouragement of divisive trends 
which," in turn, left an imprint on 
every facet of our national life. 

The background of this must not be 
traced to the much-maligned Anand- 
pur Sahib resolution of the Akali Dal 


alone. The resolution was the main 
weapon of the present Prime Minis¬ 
ter to smear the national opposition 
during the Lok Sabha poll campaign. 
The partition of the sub-continent 
and the impact it produced on the 
Punjabi ethos, the linguistic con¬ 
troversy deliberately engineered and 
promoted by the communal elements 
in Punjab, the remarkable break¬ 
through in agriculture achieved by 
the Punjabi farmer and the failure of 
the leadership in Punjab and in the 
union to initiate an appropriate de¬ 
velopmental process in the state,had 
all contributed to the building up of a 
situation where conflict was in the 
air. 

The opportunism displayed by the 
national and state leadership of the 
ruling party and the powerful Akali 
Dal is to be judged in the context of 
the unpardonable refusal of the un¬ 
ion government to implement the 
Indira Gandhi award on Chandigarh, 
kept frozen since 1970 and Akali 


attitudes from the passage of the 
Anandpur Sahib resolution in Octo¬ 
ber 1973 till the framing of a specific 
charter of demands by the Akali Dal 
in September 1982. There was con¬ 
stant and continuous' jockeying for 
power. It created a climate of dis¬ 
cord, suspicion and later, even of 
violence. 


The Akali Dal submitted a Charter 
of 45 demands in September 1981, 
only to reduce it to a revised list of 15 
demands within a month. These con¬ 
tained, as is now generally known, 
demands on the status of Chandi¬ 
garh, built as a dream-city and a 
crowning achievement of the cele¬ 
brated architect Le Corbusier—nur¬ 
tured by Jawaharlal Nehru as a capit¬ 
al of undivided Punjab. The Charter 
included demands on the sharing of 
waters of the Ravi and.Beas, certain 
religious demands confined to the 
Sikh community and a lot of vague 
aspirations born out of some con 
fused thinking, and confused atti¬ 
tudes. It also included the wider 
issue of centre-state relations which 
ought to have been squarely faced 
and put on the national agenda for 
debate and resolution. 

The way the union government, led 
by the then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, and her party dealt with this 
problem, which had many ramifica- 
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tions, makes a study jn the politics of 
controlled escalation An attempt 
was made to link up certain Akali 
ambiguities with secessionist move 
ments without any mass base, of 
little consequence and a cult of vio 
lence promoted by an ally of the 
ruling party, J S Bhindranwale A 
mad monk was sought to be built up 
as a myth and a legend, under whose 
protective umbrella all kinds of anti 
social elements, from smugglers and 
peddlers of narcotics and an odd 
assortment of antisocials and crimin 
als flourished to create an atmos 
phere of crime and intimidation He 
was sought to be built up as a bul 
work to the moderate Akah lead 
ership who, even though the> under 
stood the game, did not display any 
political foiesight or moral courage 
# to come out in a forthright manner 
against the senseless violence perpe 
trated by Bhindranwale and his 
coterie I he union government, on 
the other hand Nero style seemed to 
be playing the fiddle while Punjab 
burned 


O n 9 September 1981 Lala )agat 
Narain was mutdei od and on 20 
September, after gieat hesitation 
Bhindranwale was arrested to be 
released only on 19 October which 
was a turning point in the course of 
subsetjuent developments in the 
state After a brief spell ol negotia 
tions in Octobei 1981 for a whole 
year, the union government con 
sciously built up an atmosphere of 
confrontation and conn oiled escala 
tion The chief ministers of Punjab 
I^aryana and Rajasthan were, in be 
tween, forced to enter into an agiee 
jtitont on the sharing of waters in 
December 1981 as fiustration 
mounted in the Akali ranks and 
uifbridled violence became a normal 
feature of existence in Punjab 
Another ploy of the Congress!I) 
leadership was to prevent any under 
standing between the Akali Dal and 
the various opposition parties But 
the opposition could not produce a 
worthwhile and significant 
framework for solving the pioblem, 
in 1982 In January 1983, however, 
they succeeded in compelling the 
Pn^e Minister to initiate talks 
which resulted in several open and 
some secret meetings, wherein the 
present Prime Minister, Rajiv Gan 
dh^, was also initiated into the tor 
tupus course of negotiations In the 
first meeting with Indira Gandhi in 
January 1983, many of the opposition 
leaders had expressed their misgiv 
mgs and reservations about some of 
the demands of the Akalis To out 
manoeuvre them, the government 
I decided to ban the sale of tobacco in 
I the precincts of the Golden Temple 


complex The government was soon 
compelled to start the tripartite talks 
on 24 January 1983 But the tripar 
tite talks entered a meaningful phase 
only when they were resumed in 
February It was the opposition dia 
logue with the Akali Dal, which con 
cretised many a formula and in this 
context the role of Chandrajit 
Yadav, Prof Madhu Dandavate, 
Chandra Shekhar, Sharad Pawar and 
IK Gujral, deserve special mention 
It was after a great deal of persua 
Sion that the Akali leadership had 
been brought to the negotiating 
table The Akalis had decided to 
resign from the state legislature and 
Parliament and had fixed 21 I ebru 
ary as the deadline for it The dead 
line was hanging like the proverbial 
sword of Damocles when the opposi 


tion took over After the meet¬ 
ings, Chandrajit Yadav, myself and 
Prof Dandavate had with the Akali 
leadership, 1 gave a formula during 
the tripartite sitting of 18 February I 
had hoped then that it could be 
implemented by 14th April 1983, 
Baisakhi day, which is not merely a 
New Year’s day but a day of rejoicing, 
hope and cheer for all Punjabis alike 
My formula included the transfer of 
the capital project area of Chandi 
garh as per the award of the then 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, and 
financial assistance from the centre 
for building a new capital township 
in Haryana It included a suggestion 
for a one man boundary commission 
to be appointed immediately to ex¬ 
amine the censu>- and revenue record 
as on 1 January 1983, regarding the 



A devotee and hu child take « holy dip in the saiwar adjoining the Golden Temple 
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linguistic composition of the villages 
claimed by the respective states. 

The commission was to submit its 
report by 31 March and the central 
government was to consider this re¬ 
port on the basis of the principle of 
contiguity of disputed villages and 
announce a final award by 5 April. 
The dispute about Fazilka and Abo- 
har tehsUs of Punjab, where 300 
villages were claimed by Haryana on 
the basis of 1970 award, were also to 
be examined by the commission. The 
opposition pleaded with the then 
union ministers participating in the 
tripartite talks, like the then home 
minister, P.C. Sethi, finance minister 
R. Venkataraman, P.V. Narasimha 
Rao and Shiv Shankar, that the Akali 
MLAs and MPs should not be allowed 
to resign en masse on 21 February. 
Mr Sethi expressed his reservation 
and thought that Haryana would 
suffer. 

The Akalis late in the evening 
accepted the formula, which was 
further modified by Chandrajit 
Yadav who suggested that 17 villages 
in Punjab be given to Harj^ana in 
exchange for Chandigarh. When the 
formula was about to be accepted, 
Haryana chief minister Bhajan Lai 
came on the scene and demanded a 
Rs 100 crore grant from the centre 
and a matching loan. If the centre 
was not prepared for this, he sug¬ 
gested division of Chandigarh into 
two halves and both the states locat¬ 
ing their capitals there. He also 
wanted immediate transfer of 300 
villages in .Abohar and Fazilka to 
Haryana. It must be said to the credit 
of Akali leaders that they were will¬ 
ing to accept this formula, provided 
the centre was willing too. It is my 
firm belief that the central lead¬ 
ership then used the Haryana chief 
minister, Bhajan Lai, to block the 
smooth passage of this formula. 


T he second major issue on which, 
to my mind, the Akali stand was 
not quite reasonable, concerned the 
sharing of surplus waters of Ravi and 
Beas. This dispute dates back to the 
mid Fifties, a period prior to signing 
of Indus Water Treaty between India 
and Pakistan in 1960, on 29 January 
1955. The centre had divided the 
utilisation of Ravi and Beas waters 
between Punjab and Rajasthan. 
The main underlying idea behind the 
settlement then was that the Rajas¬ 
than desert was to be converted into 
a fertile area fit for cultivation. Thus, 
while allotting 7.20 MAF (million 
acre. feet) of Ravi-Beas waters to 
Punjab, the 1955 award gave eight 
MAF to Rajasthan. This had 
attracted international sympathy 
and consequently, the World Bank 
and UN had pressurised Pakistan to 
sign the treaty. 

The sharing of waters between 
Punjab and Haryana was decided in 
March 1976 during the days of the 
Emergency, when the then Haryana 
chief minister, Bansi Lai, enjoyed a 
special position in the corridors of 
power in Delhi. As per this award, 
both Punjab and Haryana got 3.5 
MAF each while 0.20 MAF was given 
to Delhi and 0.65 MAF to Jammu and 
Kashmir. After the Emergency, the 
then Punjab chief minister, Prakash 
Singh Badal asked for re-opening of 
the issue. But during the Janata 
period, no settlement was reached. 
In December 1981, however, after 
the flow series of these two rivers 
was revised, allocations were further 
modified. Punjab now got 4.20 MAF, 
Haryana 3.50 MAF and Rajasthan’s 
share was raised to 8.60, while the 
share of Delhi and Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir remained the same. Whatever be 
the political background to this 
award, it was totally unacceptable to 
the Akalis, who claimed that Rajas¬ 


than was currently using only 5.0 
MAF. The Akalis insisted that on the 
basis of actual utilisation, Punjab be 
given the surplus of Rajasthan quota. 
The Akalis depended on actual uti¬ 
lisation formula while Rajasthan, 
supported by the centre, took a stand 
on the basis of allocation. Rajasthan 
had a powerful argument: to deprive 
it of water for the sake of Punjab,- 
where 85 per cent of the land was 
already irrigated, cannot be con¬ 
strued as reasonable or based on 
equity. Thai was the view the opposi¬ 
tion leaders also shared and oiu* 
proposal to send it to a tribunal was 
acceptable to the Akalis. But for 
reasons best known to them, the 
union government spokesman in the 
tripartite talks discontinued the 
negotiations and the Akalis started 
the Rasta Roko and Rail Roko agita¬ 
tions and came up with a further 
demand of codifying the Sikh person¬ 
al law. 

The Akalis had attended the Vi¬ 
jayawada conclave of opposition par¬ 
ties and had demanded a special 
session to discuss the Punjab prob¬ 
lem. It was convened in June 1983. 
All the opposition parties repeated 
their confidence in resolving the dis¬ 
pute amicably. But the centre discon¬ 
tinued the tripartite talks and kept 
mum on the matter. As the opposi¬ 
tion conclave reopened in Srinagar 
in October 1983, the same day the 
Darbara Singh ministry resigned and 
President’s Rule was imposed in the 
state. This was the response of the 
centre to the opposition’s proposals. 
In January 1984, after three full 
months, Rajiv Gandhi had yet 
another secret meeting with Akali 
leaders in Delhi and tripartite talks ‘ 
were resumed after one full year on 
14 and 15 February. In the mean¬ 
while, violence escalated in Punjab, 
the entire atmosphere was fouled up 
and the centre’s attempt at confront¬ 
ing Akalis directly did not produce 
results as objective conditions had 
totally changed in Punjab. In March 
and April, secret negotiations con¬ 
tinued as the White Paper reveals 
and in June, the fateful deci¬ 

sion was taken for the Operation 
Bluestar resulting in a chain of 
tragic consequences. 

It is very clear from the foregoing 
narration of events, which cannot be 
challenged, that the delay has been 
costly and unproductive and it has 
only resulted in disastrous consequ¬ 
ences for national integrity and uni¬ 
ty. For a while it looked that, like 
Bourbons, we would never learn any¬ 
thing and never forget anything. Now 
that Rajiv Gandhi has altered the 
scenario, it is to be hoped that we 
will be able to re-learn lessons of the 
past. 
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Light at the End of the Tunnel 

But the night of the Jong knives is not yet over, feels JANAHDAN THAKUR 


H appily an accord has been 
reached, but the solution is 
still far in the future. The 
agreement is no more than a 
little light at the end of the tunnel 
which remains to be crossed. A long 
long tunnel full of pitfalls, and it is 
easy to lose sight of them in the 
prevailing euphoria. Let’s be thank¬ 
ful there is at last a little light to 
move on with, but let’s not forget 
that at one fell swoop the accord can 
still be reduced to a mere scrap of 
paper. 

The knives have not returned to 
their sheaths, the guns are still 
ablaze, the night of the long knives is 
still on. The killing of an unwary 
police officer in Amritsar could be a 
notice to those who are rejoicing a 
little too soon, it could be a signal of 
I the tuibulence ahead, 
j Sant Longowal has no doubt shown 
immense courage—even states- 
1 manship—albeit belated. So has 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. He has 
demonstrated his sincerity and de¬ 
termination to pull the countp' back 
from the precipice to which his 
mother had pushed it. One had 
almost thought he would never stop 
carrying his mother’s cross, that he 
would keep on pursuing the same 
suicidal course. Mercifully he has 
taken a turn, or so it would seem, for 
without a change of course, without 
shedding Mrs Gandhi’s mistrust and 
paranoia he could never have 
brought Sant Longowal to the table. 
That by putting his own signature to 
the accord he threw another conven¬ 
tion to the winds only goes to his 
credit, at least in this chse. It brought 
him and Longowal closer than any 
other gesture would have. 

Both of them deserve to be con¬ 
gratulated—the Prime Minister par¬ 
ticularly, for having chosen as his 
vehicle a man whom' everybody 
thought a bizarre choice. Hasn’t Ar- 
jun Singh proved, at least as of now, 
that he was the right man for the job? 
How foolish all of us gibing sceptics 
look in retrospect. 

Congratulations they deserve, but 
their real test is now. The real worth 
of the accord would depend on a 
number of factors, not the least of 
which is the ability of Sant Longowal 
to stand up to his own medley flock 


which is already trying to pull him 
down. As far as the government is 
concerned, Longowal is the key fi¬ 
gure on the other side, and with him 
the accord would stay up or go down. 
Right from the time that the new 
initiative was taken soon after the 
Assembly elections, Arjun Singh had 
been working beaver-like on' Sant 
Longowal, and much as he shifted his 
ground and blew hot and cold, he was 
at least netted. 

“1 yielded on my own ground!” the 
Sant might well exclaim. So be it, if 
this gives him and his followers the 
exhilaration of a victor and acts as a 
balm to their wounds. But one only 
hopes that they do not start behaving 
like arrogant victors, for that would ^ 
generate its own reaction among the j 
“vanquished,” signs of which are ! 
already around. Between the accord 
and Its implementation there could 
fall a shadow. 

But then let’s remember, the need 
for statesmanship is far greater on 
the government’s sidq than on the 
other. The Sant has had to indulge in 
much acrobatics and turnabouts in 
order to build his own credibility 
among the Sikh masses, a credibility 
which had been completely shat¬ 
tered in the wake of Operation Blues- 
tar. Not that he has regained it 
completely, many still consider him a 
“great failure.” And some have even 
started calling him a “Sarkar Sant,” 
which is perhaps why he keeps re¬ 
verting to a belligerent tone (“1 shall 
start another morcha against Delhi if 
need be.”). You have to understand 
his predicament—he has to win the 
support of a lot of Sikhs, particularly 
•the fiery young ones, who are still in 
no mood to bury the hatchet. One 
would imagine that while a large 
majority of Sikhs in Punjab—and 
elsewhere—were sick and tired of 
the ongoing confrontation and all the 
attendant insecurity, there was a 
small but determined band of Bhin- 
dranwale men who thought the idea 
of “Khalistan” had taken roots and 
they had to go on fighting for it, no 
matter what the cost. Egging the 
fiery adventurists were the dollar- 
ricJi Chauhans and Dhillons who had 
nothing to lose—except perhaps 
some dollars of which they had plen¬ 
ty to burn—and everything to gain. 


Ganga Singh Dhillon and the men of 
his ilk had started dreaming of their | 
“own separate fiefdom!” 

Many in the country still tend to 
pooh-pooh the reach and clout of 
these so-called Khalistanis. That 
would be dangerous, especially now 
that they would be desperate. To 
them the accord must look like the 
undoing of their dreams, buv know- ' 
ing how fragile the accord sti 1 is, j 
they would be only too tempted to 
strike and undo the work that Rajiv 
Gandhi and Sant Longowal have 
done. Far greater vigilance is reeded 
now than ever before. 

What IS more, the fate of the 
accord would depend on how fast 
Sant Longowal is able to convince his i 
own flock and those who, perhaps 
recognise no authority save the de¬ 
monic memory of their “martyred ' 
saint”, that his is the only sane coui se \ 
for them; Ballot not bullet. It thev i 
can win power in Punjab through the , 
democratic process and have tht 
good sense to dump all their quixotu 
dreams, the state might still begin to 
breathe again 

On the other hand, this weliorne ' 
possibility ptesumes a much gieater 
sagacity and foresight on the pari ot 
New Delhi than it has shown in the 
past. One does not know for sure, but ' 
one hopes the CongresstD is not 
hoping to rule Punjab after the elec¬ 
tions—if and when thev are j 
announced. That would once again { 
put the clock back, dangerously so. A 
much wiser course would be to allow | 
the Akalis to rule the state, and to j 
clean up some of the mess they and I 
their men have helped to create But 
will they? 

Far more important than the writ 
ten terms of the ^ajiv-Sant accord 
are the unwritten ones—the tacit 
agreements between the two sides 
which,of course,cannot be put down | 
on paper. The^e are those who be¬ 
lieve that there is indeed such an 
agreement between the two side.s; 
the Akalis would be allowed to i ome 
back to power in Punjab, and that as 
long as they function within the 
ambit of the Constitution there 
would be no hindrance from the 
centre. If this is true it would denote , 
a totally new persona on Delhi's , 
throne. Let's wait and see. 
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Countdown to Peace 

INDER KUMAR GUJRAL, who played a role in bringing Sant LongowaJ to 
the conference table, recounts the events since March 


T he accord has roused a vast 
positive response. The voices 
of discord and protest have 
discernible motivations. It 
bears repetition to say that the Sant 
has exhibited a distinct quality of 
leadership. Rajiv Gandhi—rising 
above the emotions of his personal 
tragedy—has passed with laurels the 
first major test of his prime minis¬ 
tership. To our polity the three mor¬ 
als should go home once again; One, 
that political problems can be effec¬ 
tively disposed of only by political 
means. Use of harsh measures by the 
state or efforts to push the point with 
the help of a bomb or a pistol causes 
more injury to the user. Two, that 
while dealing with its own people a 
government—particularly the demo¬ 
cratic one—has to understand the 
feelings and emotions that emanate 
protest. And the “healing touch” 
when needed, should be dispensed 
both speedily and credibly. Three, 
while the nation is very sensitive 
regarding its integrity, the political 
elite must understand the complex¬ 
ities and processes of the nation¬ 
state formation particularly of a di¬ 
verse society like ours. 

Longowal’s evolution as a leader of 
vision and of his policies can be 
interesting: when he came out of jail 
in March this year, he was faced with 
a very unfamiliar ground-swell. The 
Akali agitation had spilled out of its 
confines and a series of tragic events 
had, on one side, raised the walls of 
alienation between the Hindus and 
the Sikhs. The Hindus in the Punjab 
felt deeply insecure, and the Sikhs 
had been badly mauled—both physi¬ 
cally and emotionally. An angry and 
frustrated Sikh youth had chosen the 
■path of violence and revenge to set¬ 
tle their perceived scores. 

The Sant’s travels in the villages 
and towns of Punjab did not end his 
agony or groping. In the first few 
weeks he tried to go along with the 
youth but soon felt that it would 
only end in his following them down 
the ptecipice rather than weaning 
them to his thinking. In his absence, 
the second rank of the party lead¬ 
ership had announced their intention 
to launch another morcha on 
Baisakhi day—12 April. This had 
caused an all round anxiety. 

Along with Kuldip Nayar, ambassa" 
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dor Gurbachan Singh and Prof 
Maheep Singh, I went to Amritsar to 
assess the situation. Our two-hour- 
long talk with the Sant ended his 
groping and our anxiety. He was 
categorical in restating his faith in 
the Indian unity, the inter-communal 
amity and abhorrence of violence. 
He accepted our suggestion to comt 
over to Delhi and travel elsewhere in 
the country before recommending to 
his party the next line of action. His 
visit to Delhi and his addresses to 
various audiences provided a turning 
point to the vexed history. It trans¬ 
formed his image and also changed 
his own picture of the realities. The 
government was also forced to revise 
its assessment of his personality and 
his policies. Also its own political 
compulsions and needs in the post¬ 
election era had changed. It now 
badly needed a breakthrough. 

The sudden emergence of Baba 
Joginder Singh and his committee 
blurred the vision for a while but 
that too opened a new phase in the 
Sant’s politics. For the first time he 
had to unequivocally respond to the 
frontal onslaught launched by an 
alliance of the extremists and his 
classic adversaries. As he said at the 
closed door meeting of his leading 
associates—Tohra, Badal, Barnala, 
Balwant Singh and some others— 
they had to pick up one of the three 
available options; to join the Jogin¬ 
der Singh committee, to confront and 
resist them or to withdraw from the 
scene and let the government direct¬ 
ly face the new factors. 

His colleagues were unanimous in 
their rejection of the first proposi¬ 
tion of joining the Baba. The option 
of confrontation presented the ghast¬ 
ly prospect of a bloody “civil war” 
amongst the Sikhs that would com¬ 
fort only their enemies and adversar 
ies. Longowal led the way in follow¬ 
ing the third path. He resigned from 
the presidentship of the ^ali Dal. 
Badal /and Tohra also stepped down 
from their respective offices. 
.LongOwal felt that taking on the new 
'factors could be postponed but not 
avoided. Tohra was apprehensive 
that a total estrangement from the 
radical Sikh youth was neither advis¬ 
able nor politically advantageous. 
Badal—with his endearing back¬ 
ground—had a dilemma of his own; 


most of his friends and supporters 
had defected to join the committee 
led by Baba. He wanted to wean 
them back. Under no circumstances 
could he think of widening the chasm 
between them and himself. 

These compulsions have fashioned 
their post-accord attitudes and pro¬ 
nouncements as well. Longowal's res¬ 
ignation caused, once again, rather 
unexpected reactions. For the first 
time the Sikhs outside Punjab, the 
intelligentsia, the media and more 
specifically, the government per¬ 
ceived that Longowal’s absence 
would fuither complicate the Punjab 
problem 

For the first time, since Operation 
Bluestar, the rank and file of the 
Akali Dal and others saw that despite 
severe strains, the party infrastruc- 
tuie had survived and its influence at 
the grassroot levels had endured the 
stress. The local leaders too per¬ 
ceived a danger to their own status 
and position if their command was 
allowed to collapse By rallying 
around the Sant, they maintained a 
show of strength of the party, there¬ 
by cutting to sue the new “united" 
Akali Dal. 

The reemergence of the Sant at the 
helm of affairs added to his self- 
confidence, stature and propped his 
policy postures. This was also the end ■ 
of the “collective-leadership” phase. 
His erstwhile partners were still un¬ 
decided. To the perspective mind it 
was clear that the new power parities 
would have their own fall-out. 

The Joginder Singh ‘Dal’ could not 
muster enough strength since it suf¬ 
fered from some inherent infirmities. 

Its leadership comprises three heter¬ 
ogenous components: the defecters 
led by S. Atma Singh, the Talwandi 
faction and the youth with their 
extremist philosophy. The politically , 
inexperienced Baba Joginder Singh 
does not possess the skills to stamp 
out internal differences and create 
an effective party. 

It is very easy for them to take an 
anti-Longowal stand but far more 
difficult to evolve a viable policy 
frame. The Sant went round com¬ 
municating his message of panthic 
unity with great zeal. “Enduring uni¬ 
ty can only be built around a shared 
ideology. A collection of individuals 
generates a mythical unity that does 
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not last,” he told an audience in. 
Jaipur. 

Sant Longowal’s reemergence 
raised hopes of a settlement. On 29 
June the Punjabi group addressed a 
communication to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter and the Sant. We spelt out the 
details of a possible settlement—our 
emphasis was more on the urgency of 
the finalisation. 

Sant Longowal had told some of his 
associates that a negotiated settle¬ 
ment demanded a tension-free 
atmosphere. Credible releases of 
those arrested during the Punjab 
movement, abolition of the special 
courts and withdrawl of the Draco¬ 
nian laws would induce a detente. 
“The role of our group was not to 
mediate but to act as a moderating 
influence.” His message was com¬ 
municated to the PM who responded 
favourably. 

As is known, the ground work for 
the accord was done at Chandigarh 
primarily by the Governor and the 
Balwant Singh-Bamala combine. The 
negotiations had two distinct charac¬ 
teristics: one, the mediation and 
negotiation was confined only to one 
channel and the protagonists, the PM 
and the Sant were stamping their 
approval at every step. 

Before responding to written in¬ 
vitation from the Prime Minister, the 
Sant assembled his colleagues at 


Chandigarh. Bodi Tohra and Badal 
were scepticaLThey delved a great 
deal on the past experiences that had 
caused frustrations and deepened 
misgivings. But the Sant posed three 
queries: firstly, is it feasible or even 
desirable to sustain a morcha parti¬ 
cularly if their objectives are not 
secessionist. Secondly, when a large 
number of innocent youth have been 
incarcerated for such a long period, 
how are they to be rescued. And 
finally, any a^tation has to take into 
account die insecurities and suffer¬ 
ings of the three million Sikhs resid¬ 
ing outside Punjab. 

With these questions in mind the 
Sant could not perceive any other 
method for diffusing the tension ex¬ 
cept through talks and negotiations. 
In the end, being a deeply religious 
man, he resorted to the dictum of the 
holy book. The Delhi talks had their 
difficult hours and depressing 
moments.Both sides realised that a 
failure this time would be disastrous. 
And such a feeling resolved differ¬ 
ences. 

Will the accord endure? By and 
large there is a discernible sense of 
relief in Punjab and the rest of the 
country. But the reactions of Tohra 
and Badal have caused some dis¬ 
appointment. Part of their irritation 
stems from the feeling that at the 


Bahtanl Singh dlsfilays a copy of the accord signed by Longowal (left) 



hour of glory they were ignored. But 
more important is their assessment 
of the “youth power” and the impact 
it will have on the forthcoming elec¬ 
tions of the SGPC. In the Akali 
politics, the gurudwara committee 
elections are far more important 
than the other polls. 

At this moment one important 
issue has come to the fore: the hold¬ 
ing of the Assembly polls. Its pros 
and cons require careful examina¬ 
tion. It is a constitutional compulsion 
that the new Assembly should bo 
sworn in before 5 October, the elec¬ 
tion campaigns will be launched by 
the contenders within two weeks 
from now. I see some dangerous 
protends in this. A highly polarised 
situation is likely to emerge along 
communal lines: the Sikhs support¬ 
ing the Akali party and the Hindus 
backing the Congressfl). The elec¬ 
tion propaganda is likely to empha¬ 
sise the divisions, the past happen¬ 
ings and the atrocities of either side. 
The end result will also create an 
Assembly that may be dead-locked. 
The demographic reali^ and die 
desirable national objectives require 
some sort of a coalition of communi¬ 
ties in Punjab. Ever since 1947, the 
durable government that generated 
amity were the ones that were based 
on an overt or covert coalition: the 
CongresS-Akalis, the Akali-Jan 
San^ and the Akali-BJP. 

Single party governments have 
sowed the seeds that ultimately 
caused agony. Some cooling-off 
period of, say, four months, will re¬ 
activate the traditional Hindu-Sikb 
relations and the political adverseris 
of today may forget the part and 
come closer to each other.In case 
either the Akalis or the Congressfl) 
wins the polls, we may sooner or 
later, get back to square one. The 
divisions of the canal waters has 
raiscKi protests in Haryanaand Rajas- 
than.lt is nobody’s case that Tom 
should be robbed to feed Peter. The 
allocation should be just and accord¬ 
ing to need. As a matter of fact the 
nation’s destiny demands that we re¬ 
vise our attitudes and emotions re¬ 
garding the vital inputs; water, ener- 
^ and so on. These should no more 
be treated as divisible “assets.” A 
comprehensive national plan should 
work out the water management poll 
cy and at the time of allocations the 
supply-benefit ratios—both econo¬ 
mic and social should be kept in 
mind. Another important need is the 
speedy completion of the Thein dam, 
to add to the total kitty of the 
available water. I can only end by 
repeating the Gandhian edict “In 
this, no one has won or lost, the 
nation and the sanity here pre' 
vaUed.” 
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How Far is Peace? 


By NIKHIL CHAKRA VARTTY 



(From I to r) Klrpal Singh, Lmigowal and Tohra at a party mcctliis 


A new milestone has been 
reached in Punjab with the 
lormal signing of the 
memorandum of settlement 
between Prime Minister Raiiv Gan 
dhi and the Akali Dal leader, Sant 
Haichand Singh Longowal in Delhi 
on 24 July No doubt this piomises to 
defuse the mounting crisis in Punjab, 
but It IS too eai Iv to say that peace>4S 
louiid the corner in the ttouble 
tossed state ot 1‘uniab 
The 12 vtars since the Akali Dal 
first formulated the Anandpui Sahib 
Kcsolution on 16 October 197H, Pun 
tab has gone thiough an otdeal which 
hi ought nt ithet peace noi prospeiily 
tti Its people and the Sikh common 
itv sufleied as much as otheis in the 
turbult nee Now that the Akali Dal 
leacietship in the wake of the Delhi 
settlement has formally abandoned 
the mofc/ij launt bed three years ago 
on 4 August 1982, it is time for it to 
soheth intiosiitct whethei all the 
suflcung and killing biought about 
bv It could at all he legaided as 
vsoith the tost, sitice what they have 
got today could have come to them 
molt than two yeais ago, particularly 
attei Saidai Swaran Singh’s two 
loiiiids of talks in Octobei 1982, or 
I even in June 1983 when the centte 
had sent out flesh invitations tor 
I talks 

I tu teason foi this piotracted 
ai rival of slate smanship in the Akali 
leadt rship was its fallacy in tiying to 
use the extrt mist pressure in its 
hatgamirig with the centre through 
out this rime Right upto the middle 
ol 1984, the Akali leadership let the 
extremists paiticularly the Bhin 
dtanwalc gang call the tune, and 
thiough the thieat of confiontation, 
calculated to extract concessions 
fioiii the centre Ihey condemned 
Opetation Blutstai but did they 
least any option open to any political 
party to negotiate on us behalf when 
they themselves made loom foi Bhin 
dranwalc and his aimed gang to kill 
innocent citizens operating coward 
Iv fiom the safe piecincts of the 
Golden lemple’’ If anybody was ro 
sponsible foi the launching of the 
aimv operation against the Akal 
Takht in Amiitsai, histoiy will clear 
ly awaid its verdict against the Akali 
leadeiship Had the Bhindranwale 
terrorism that was at the time mount 
mg all ovei Punjab not been put 
down with a heavy hand, it would 


have marked the beginning of the 
disintegration of the Indian state 
stiucture 

No doubt It IS to be welcomed 
today that Sant Harchand Singh Lon 
gowal has at last come forward and 
has signed the settlement memoran 
dum, signifying thereby that the coie 
of the Akali leadership has at last 
tuined us fact away fiom the path of 
confiontation At the same time, it is 
too early to say whether Sant Lon 
gowal would be able to carry hts 
team with him Although the settle 
ment was ratified by the Akali party 
conclave, it is an open secret that 
both Prakash Singh Badal and Gur 
charan Singh Tohra have kept their 
options open, and would watch the 
mood in the Akali Dal itself, besides 
each angling for the prize post of the 
leader of the Akah party in the 
legislature after the coming election 
in the state ^ 

Secondly, Sant Longowal has yet to 
reckon with the challenge of the 
extremists, located in the so called 
“United” Akah Dal and in the All 
India Sikh Students Federation 
(AISSF) Both these groups are so far 
unreconciled in their temper this 
seems to indicate not only their dis¬ 
owning the Delhi settlement but also 
striving for continued deadlock 
which they hope would help to pave 
the way towards autonomy and ulti¬ 
mately Khahstan It will undoubted¬ 
ly be a formidable campaign for Sant 
Longowal to undertake against the 
extremists 

Thirdly, the Akali leadership has 
to take into account the mood of the 
non Akali Sikhs By the 1981 census, 
the Sikh community constitutes 60 
per cent of the Punjab population It 
IS estimated that the Akah influence 


IS effective over about 40 per cent of 
them Thus a considerable section of 
the Sikhs, apart from the other com 
munities (constituting as much as 40 
per cent) has to be won over if the 
Akali leadership hopes ro establish 
its hegemony over Punjab politics 
By Its disastrous entente with the 
extiemists, the Akali leadership 
antagonised the Hindu population, 
and as a result, communal extremism 
has also distinctly come up within 
the Hindu community 
Sant Longowal and his colleagues 
in the Akah Dal thus face a difficult 
task They will have to reverse out 
right the line they were following m 
the last few years first, establish 
their own leadership within the Aka¬ 
li Dal by hounding out the terrorists 
from public life, then, win the good¬ 
will of the non Akah Sikhs, and final¬ 
ly of the substantive non Sikh 
population of Punjab 
On the side of the government, the 
tasks are no less formidable The 
touch of the dramatic with which 
Rajiv Gandhi’s agreement with Sant 
Longowal has been publicised un¬ 
leashing euphona all round, cannot 
cover up the difficulties that the 
government will face in the weeks 
and months ahead 
From all accounts, the settlement 
has been brought about by the 
labours of Governor Arjun Singh 
acting on the direction of the Prune 
Minister who took counsel with only 
some of his cabinet colleagues. Even 
at the final stage, Rajiv Gandhi did 
not think it necessary to maintain the 
facade of having consulted his party 
leaders m Punjab If Giam Zail Singh 
IS put in the cold storage as part of 
the seasonal cold war between the 
President and the Prime Minister to 
which New Delhi has now got accus- 
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tomed, it is noteworthy that none of 
the other Punjab leaders including 
Barbara Singh, was called in as a 
matter of courtesy. Even the newly- 
appointed president of the Punjab 
Congress, General Rajendra Singh 
“Sparrow” was not brought into the 
picture. 

At the same time, normalcy can 
return to Punjab only with the acti- 
visation of the Congress, and not by 
keeping it in a state of supreme 
inactivity. The Sikh supporters of the 
Congress(I) as indicated by the re¬ 
sults of the last general election, 
were not inconsiderable in number. 
During these years of turbulence, 
many of them might have drifted 
away from the Congress or have gone 
inactive. If these are not activated 
once again, Punjab politics is in 
danger of being demarcated along 
communal lines—the Akalis bossing 
over the Sikhs, and the Congress(I) 
and the BJP contesting for the sup¬ 
port of the non-Sikhs. 

The manner in which the memor¬ 
andum of settlement has been 
drafted generates the premonition 
that Rajiv Gandhi has abandoned all 
hope of the Congress retaining a 
foothold in the Sikh population and 
reconciled to the Akalis enjoying 
hegemony over them. In a sense, this 
resembles what happened to the 
Congress in Tamil Nadu at the time 
of the 1971 general election At that 
time, Indira Gandhi desperately in 
need of ensuring comfortable major¬ 
ity in the Lok Sabha, had struck the 
deal with the DMK, letting it contest 
majority of the Assembly seats in 
return for DMK supporting the Con- 
^ gress in majority of the Lok Sabha 
seats from Tamil Nadu. The result 
over the years had been that the 
Congress in Tamil Nadu has been 
reduced to the status of a junior 
partner to either DMK or AIDMK. 

It would not be unfaii to draw a 
similar conclusion from Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s understanding with Sant Lon- 
gowal, leaving the key to the Punjab 
politics in the hands of the Akali Dal, 
preferring to let the Congress play a 
second fiddle to it. Unlike Tamil 
Nadu, Punjab has an active unit of 
the BJP, and it will be left to the 
Akali leadership to choose as its 
coalition partner either the Congress 
or the BJP. 

How the Akali party has been 
conceded the status of primacy could 
be seen from a study of the memoran¬ 
dum of settlement itself. For one 
thing, the Anandpur Sahib Resolu¬ 
tion against which Rajiv Gandhi him¬ 
self had campaigned during the Lok 
f Sabha election as the charter of the 
country’s disintegration—and attack¬ 
ed opposition parties, all and sundry 
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Akali Dal members raise their hands in support of Longowal during a party meet 


this reporter before a .senior minis¬ 
ter, the reply was that the precedent 
of Gandhi-Irwin accoid ol 19.^1 was 
followed. What IS perhaps not tullv 
realised is that the Gandhi Irwin 
accord marked ihe fust majoi retog 
nition by an alien government that in 
course of years it would havt' to hand 
over power to the other party con¬ 
cerned—an implication which be¬ 
came a reality 16 years later in 1947. 

Has Rajiv Gandhi and his team 
understood the implications of his 
step? Sant Longowal would be justi 
fled m claiming before Ins flock that 
the government of India has had to 
recognise the Akali Dal as being on 
par with It. Besides, what will stop 
any future movement, such as the 
Jharkhand or the Assam agitation 
leaders demanding similar status? It 
appears that the present establish¬ 
ment in search of a dramatic effect, 
has betrayed its innocence of the 
actual implications of state powet, of 
which the Prime Minister under the 
Constitution, is the repository. 

It is only to be hoped that in taking 
the next steps towards restoration of 
peace and goodwill in Punjab, the 
Prime Minister and his team will 
move with caution, so that their 
understandable itch to do something 
new, does not take them away from 
the path of wisdom born of rich 
experience in the running of the 
Indian democracy. 


with little respect for truth, of having 
succumbed or subscribed to it—has 
now been permitted to be formally 
mentioned in the document which he 
has signed as the Prime Minister. 

Secondly, the memorandum states 
that the government of India will be 
bringing forward legislation for a 
fresh all India gurudwara bill, there¬ 
by permuting itself to be more deep¬ 
ly involved in a patently non-seculai 
area And here too, the implication is 
that the dominant voice will be that 
of the Akali Dal. 

Lastly, Rajiv Gandhi as the Prime 
Minister of India—and not as the 
leader of the Congress(I)—has 
appended his signature to a docu¬ 
ment along with the leader of the 
Akali Dal. In other woicls, the Prime 
Minister has signed an official docu¬ 
ment providing equality of status to 
the leader of a political party. No 
party or movement within the coun¬ 
try has even been accorded such a 
status. The government in the past 
brought about settlements with par¬ 
ties or movements without making 
the Prime Minister a signatory to 
such agreements. Neither the cessa¬ 
tion of communist intransigence in 
Telengana in 1961, nor the Samyukta 
Maharashtra movement and the 
Naga uprising in the Fifties and the 
Sixties, nor the Kashmir accord with 
Sheikh Abdullah in 1974, had the 
imprimatur of the Prime Minister’s 
signature. lATien this was raised by 



Time, the Only Healer 


AMRINDER SINGH, scion of the former ruling family of Patiala, who resigned his 
Lok Sabha seat and quit the Congress(I) after Operation Bluestar, feels that the 
Sikhs must close ranks and support Sant Longowal 


T he agreement reached be 
tween Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi and Sant Harchand 
Singh Longowal on 24 July 
has been acclaimed all over the coun¬ 
try. As an editorial in a national 
newspaper put it, “The severest cri¬ 
sis to have engulfed India since inde¬ 
pendence has ended.” For the Sikhs 
too, never before in the their recent 
history have they had to face a crisis 
of this magnitude However, the 
pain, the anguish, and the humilia¬ 
tion suffered by the community can¬ 
not be forgotten or ended by the 
mere signing of an accord. Time is 
going to be the only healer, but a 
veiy positive beginning has been 
made and some irritants removed. 
Some issues, however, are still to be 
resolved The Sikhs would require 
the support and understanding of the 
people of the country and the Prime 
Minister must also look into and 
remove two major irritants that still 
remain and which can stand between 
complete normalcy and unsettled 
conditions in Punjab. 

Let us iqmember that the pre- 
Bluestar period was different—the 
country was then pressing for a set¬ 
tlement and the government was 
under pressure from all quarters to 


put an end to the crisis. However, 
since Bluestar, the situation has 
changed—there are many who still 
speak of teaching the Sikhs a lesson. 
If, inspite of this a settlement has 
been reached, and a beginning made, 
it is because of Prime Minister’s 
statesmanship and the courage, vi¬ 
sion and foresight of the president of 
the Akali Dal, Sant Harchand Singh 
Longowal. 

For the Prime Minister it was a 
promise he was honouring as well as 
his duty. But for Sant Longowal this 
was an extremely difficult decision 
in view of the feelings expressed by 
the Sikh political leadership from 
time to time including from some of 
his own party. Many in the country 
accused him of drifting with the tide 
or being indecisive but he took this 
decision in the larger interest of the 
country. I am sure he was aware of 
the criticism he was going to face 
within certain quarters of the Sikh 
community, even to the extent of 
threats to his life. For rising above all 
this and sticking to his convictions, 
he not only deserves the admiration 
and support of the vast majority of 
the community but also of the 
country. 



A settlement could easily have 
been reached in 1981. This time, two 
major concessions have been made 
on which the talks constantly floun¬ 
dered during that period. If only this 
agreement had been reached in 1981, 
then Punjab and the Sikhs would 
have been spared the agony of the 
past three years, particularly of 1984. 
No agreement is ever reached with¬ 
out a compromise. One cannot go to 
the negotiating table expecting to 
come away with a ten-zero score, but 
inspite of the changed situation and 
the weaker bargaining position Sant 
Longowal found himself in, Punjab’s 
interests were kept in mind during 
the settlement. 

The delinking of Chandigarh from 
the Abohar-Fazilka award and the 
re-opening of the river waters dis¬ 
pute are the tffro major concessions 
made by the centre. For Punjab, it 
was essential that both these issues 
were resolved not only for future 
political stability but also to ensure 
the economic survival of the state. 
Punjab has 105 lakh acres of cultiv¬ 
able land growing paddy and wheat. 
The minimum requirement of water 
for optimum production is five acre 
feet taking Punjab’s total annual 
water requirements to 52 MAF. The 
total available water in the three 
rivers ,BeBS, Ravi and Sutlej is 32 
MAF, of which Punjab has the use of 
13 MAF. In addition, 20 MAF water is 
pumped from the ground by the six 
lakh tubewells in the state giving the 
farmers in Punjab 33 MAF of water 
against a requirement of 52 MAF. 
Ihe excessive pumping of ground 
water to make up for the lack of river 
water has led to the lowering of the 
water table. The reopening of the 
water issue will now enable us to 
present our rather strong case to the 
commission rather than accept an 
arbitr^ award detrimental to Pun¬ 
jab’s interests. 

Before the Punjab crisis can be 
resolved in full, the PM must, as a 
follow-up to the settlement reached, 
resolve the question of the Sikh 
soldiers and the release of our youth 
and other detenues. These are issues 
whne the emotion of each Sikh has 
been aroused and without a settle* 
ment of these issues I do not forsee a 
complete return to normalcy in the 










state The government has its point 
of view—that it cannot interfere in 
army matters or that those charged 
with wagmg war on the country must 
face trial in the special courts The 
Sikhs, however, feel that the soldiers 
reacted to extreme religious provoca 
tion and must therefore be treated 
wnth compassion and leniency The 
detenues, they feel must be given 
justice 

We are a democracy, and in a 
democracy, the army is subservient 
to a democratically elected govern 
ment Whenever the government 
feels that it is expedient in the 
nation’s interest to order the army to 
carry out its instructions the army 
will do as ordered Hard decisions 
are necessary at times and if the PM 
wishes to make a final settlement, as 
I am sure he does, this is the time for 
these decisions There are prece 
dents for instance, 25,000 officers 
and men of the 60,000 Indian soldiers 
held in Japanese prisoner of war 
camps during World War n broke 
their oath of allegiance and took up 
arms against their comrades and 
their former army It is a matter of 
opinion whether the INA situation 
and trial can be compared to this 
situation, but then it is also a matter 
of opinion whether the loyalty of a 


soldier is more to his country as in 
the case of the INA or to his religion 
on which he takes this oath, as in the 
case of these Sikh soldiers In both 
cases the oath of allegiance was 
broken In the case of the INA trials 
no officer, though con 

victed, served his sentence They 
were simply dismissed from service 
If the intention is to convict these 
soldiers for the sake of military 
propriety and then to set aside these 
sentences, then these soldiers should 
be dismissed and later lehabihtated 
elsewhere But if the court 

martial convictions are be allowed to 
stand, they will not be accepted by 
the Sikhs 

Almost similar is the question of 
the Sikh youth facing the charge of 
waging war on the country The Indi 
an legal code applies to all who break 
the law in the country regardless of 
position or standing It we accept 
this, then double standards cannot 
be applied for the same crime The 
SGPC president G S Tohra was 
named in Parliament by the home 
minister as the Sikh leader whose 
activities the government took a 
very seiious view of, and who was 
charged with waging wai on the 
country If he was one of the fust to 
be released then why are the youths 


being treated differently’ If inspire 
of this reasoning, the government 
insists on trying them, and if the 
Sikhs as a whole, are to feel that 
justice IS being done, these cases 
must come up in open court, under 
the law of the land 
T he PM has shown foresight in his 
settlement with Sant Longowal He 
must now put an end to this sad 
chapter in the history of Punjab The 
Sikhs too must dose tanks and sup 
port Sant I ongowal and the agree 
ment to enable him to pursue the 
settlement to a successful conclu 
Sion The Sikhs m general I am sure, 
will give him their full support It is 
sad however that as I write this, 
there aie a few Sikh leaders, some 
fiom his own patty who aie ejthei 
sulking sitting on the fence or s mp 
ly saying ‘no’ because Sant Loigowal 
says ‘yes' Let them remember that 
the inteiests of the Sikhs and Punjab 
IS foiemost and they will become 
I It relevant in the Sikh mainstream if 
1 they put their interests or their ego 
I before the ’nterests of the community 
as a whole This agreement is essen 
I tial not only to usher in an era of 
peace in Punjab but also to ensure 
I the future of the 1 8 crort Sikhs 
] living in Punjab and in the other 
1 states of the countiy 


Longowal: Hero or Traitor’? 


The news of the accord led to mixed rrartion,s in Amntsai While the Longowal 
supporters hailed it, AISSF activisfs called Longowal a ‘traitor 
Sankarshan Thakur reports 


T here were no laddoos distn 
buted at the Golden Temple 
in Amritsar, news of the Gan 
dhi Longowal pact came in 
late on 24 July and they did not 
immediately know how to react The 
next morning theie was a clash As a 
joyous procession of Akali Dal (Lon 
gowal) activists marched to the Teja 
Singh Samundari Hall shouting slo 
gans like Sardare Aazam Longowal, 

saan gaum tore naaJ (Great Sardar 
Longowal, the entire community is 
with vou), a group of firebrand All 
India Sikh Students Federation 
(AISSF) youths confronted them 

Qaiim da gaddai Longowal (traitor 
of the conimunitv Longowal) thev 
veiled The showdown could have 
been bittei and bloodv but Longow 
al’s men kept their cool thev bvpas 
seel then challengers and settled into 
the Teid Singh Samundari Hall to 
laud the accord and put their stamp 


of approval on It Still there wete no 

laddoos The atmosphere inside the 
temple was tense While one gioup 
was hailing It as a great VIC toiv the 

othei, right across tlu road was 
decrying it as a ‘ ‘ello i ’ still hold 
ing out its guns 

1 hev operate from the same incom 
ilete bunding the united Akah Dal 
of Baba Jogindei Singh and the 
AISSI In a sr all loom plasteied 
with portraits of larnail Singh Bhin 
dianwale. Ami k Singh and othei 
AISSF activists killed duiing Opeia 
tion Bluestdi sit about a do^cn 
kesnri clad voi iig men spewing 
venom “This I ongowal has no locus 
standi to sign an agreement on be 
half of the Sikhs,” savs Swaran Singh 
Khdlsa.” we ai e not going to agree to 
this sauda (sellout) We shall see how 
they implement this accord " 
Another angry one butts in "Lon 
gowal forgot all our thousands of 


biethren who are languishing in lails 
while he was selling himsell m Delhi 
and eating laddoos on top of it all ’ 
This IS no agreement, they say, the 
fight with New Delhi will continue 
In an adjoining room, the united 
Akdli Dal secretary, Sutaj Singh, 
lends his voice to the AISSF “Is this 
any agreement’” he scoffs “And 
they want to hold elections after this 
we shall see how elections arc held in 
this state till out demands are not 
met ” But m the Shiiomani Akah Dal 
(I ' office Longowal s voung aide 
Rdwail Singh is all enthusiasm sii 
ting on a pile ot congratulatorv tele 
giams that have been pouiing in 
from all over I udhiana falandhar 
Bhatinda Patiala Attati Chandi 
garh Delhi Ahmedabad lammu 
Lucknow, Kanput Bhopal London 
Birmingham, Ottawa, Washington 
“Just have a look for vc)urself,everv 
1 body has welcomed the accord the 
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people have welcomed the move, 
they are all with us,” he says and 
dismisses the protestors across the 
road as “a minority that will soon 
lose Its voice." Will it? “Everytime 
we talk of solutions,” says Sajjan 
Singh, a rich landlord from 
Ferozepur and a staunch Bhindran- 
wale supporter, “We are reminded of 
the day the tanks rolled into this 
temple. How can that be corrected? I 
do not know but certainly not with an 
agreement in New Delhi.” 

On the Golden Temple pankrama 
itself, fresh posters of Bhindranwale 
and Amrik Singh have come up: “The 
struggle IS not oyer, the morcha will 
continue.” Pilgrims collect around 
them, read patiently and walk away. 
Seldom does anybody comment. An 
uneasy calm surrounds the Darbar 
Sahib. One camp in the Temple re¬ 
joices, the other reacts virulently, 
the people hang from the same string 
of hope that has snapped so many 
times. Fanning flies in a corner of the 
Temple, the wizened old Sardar 
Attar Singh remarks mockingly; 
“Has anything here been for the 
people to decide? It was always a 
game of the leaders and it is the same 
today Let them fight it out. How do 
we come into the picture? Wait and 
see what they do.” 

Looking out at the downpour from 
his office on the outskirts of Amrit- 
.sai, the Communist Party of India 
(CPI) veteran, Satpal Dang, voices 
similar apprehension.s. “Now is the 
real time for the test. One slip by 
Longowal and we will be back to 
square one. The thing to watch now 
will be as to how successfully he 
can resist the internal pressures from 
the Akali Dal If he tries to give them 
a sop by saying they would launch 
another battle for the rest of the 
demands, that will be the undoing, 
he ha.s to tell them you have had 
enough, now work foi reconstruction. 
But It IS quite likely tht he might go 
the wrong way...” This is exactly 
what bureaucrats in the Punjab Raj 
Bhawaii at Chandigarh warned about 
the previous day, the Akalis turning 
their victory into defeat, the infight¬ 
ing overshadowing the agreement 
and reducing it to the beginning of 
anothei phase of strife. The wheels 
of crisis have already begun to turn 
1 again People have jumped camps, 
enemies have become friends, 
I Irierids enemies. 

A dav before the Akali Dal ses¬ 
sion at Anandpur Sahib, Pra- 
• kash Singh Badal was ostensibly busy 
recommending truck licences and 
college admissions for his followers 
at his palatial Chandigarh home. 
“Why have you come to me?” he 
asked, “Go and talk to those who 
have signed the agreement... they 


will-tell you the story.” Every now 
and then he would get up from his 
seat and disappear into an ante-room 
where, according to one of his associ¬ 
ates, sat Tohra’s mqn.The strategy 
for the Anandpur Sahib session was 
being planned. All day long they 
discussed the Gandhi-Longowal 
accord and their decision came out in 
the open the next day when at 
Anandpur Sahib both Badal and 
Tohra abstained from ratifying the 
agreement. “What course Badal and 
Tohra would decide to take in the 
coming days,” remarked an Akali 
leader in Chandigarh, “Would partly 
decide the way Punjab will go.” It is 
only too well known that Badal is a 
leader with a substantial mass base 
in Punjab and Tohra, a man of great 
will. But political observers in Chan¬ 
digarh feel Badal does not have much 
of a choice in the present circumst¬ 
ances, he has always supported the 
cause of communal harmony and 
moderation in Punjab—which is one 
of the reasons for his popularity also. 
Can he now afford to switch gear? “If 
he does that,” remarked a newsman 
in Chandigarh, “we will be politically 
isolated. Most people in Punjab to¬ 
day are for peace, they will go with 
anyone who offers it.” 

Public opinion in favour of peace in 
Punjab has taken efforts to build up. 
Slowly, the folk songs woven around 
the feat of Satwant and Beant Singh 
have died down. The “shahidi mar¬ 
ches” extolling Bhindranwale are no 
longer taken out. The mood of con¬ 
frontation has lost its edge. The 
Jalandhar press, often blamed for 
taking a rabid stance in the past has 
sobered down. The news of the agree¬ 
ment in New Delhi was greeted by 
one and all—from Punjab Kesari, 
Ajit to Akali Patrika. The Jalandhar 
press was unanimous in its appeal for 
peace. The reason behind this is not 
only some clever handling of the 
media by Punjab Governor Arjun 
Singh (who incidentally has been 
renamed Sardar Arjun Singh after 
the signing of the accord) but also a 
growing demand for the normalisa¬ 


tion of the situation. In the past, 
while the Punjab Kesari had been 
blamed for taking a pro-Hindu 
stance, the A jit and the Akali Patrika 
had posted themselves on the other 
extreme. All of them are now spread¬ 
ing saner messages. Said Vijay 
Kumar, editor of Punjab Kesari, 
“There is a growing realisation that 
peace must return to Punjab. The 
agreement is certainly a positive step 
that we wholeheartedly support but 
let us see how things work out in the 
Akali Dal itself.” 

The agreement, apart from a 
minority in the Golden Temple, has 
been welcomed all over the state but 
people seem to be wondering 
whether the time has come to heave 
a sigh of relief. As Gurbux Singh i 
Wrik, one of the editors of Akali I 
Patrika remarked: “Even though the 
agreement has been signed, it is yet | 
to be implemented. Much will de- I 
pend on how that is done and also on 
what happens in the Akali Dai in the 
next few weeks.” And then he voiced 
the same demand that the AISSF is 
making: “Thousands of Sikhs are still 
in jails. The tension will not end till 
something is done about them.” But 
yes, he did agree that the Akali 
Patrika thought the agreement was a 
step in the positive direction and he 
did feel optimistic about the future 
“if everything turns out well.” 

“It will be a matter of very careful 
handling,” explained one of the top 
officials in the Punjab government. 

A single false move, a single lapse in 
security and the whole crisis could 
bounce back.” But then he added 
that once the situation had been 
brought to such an optimistic level, it 
would not be allowed to slip out so 
easily. “Not only is the administra¬ 
tion in Punjab geared, the people too 
are supporting this bid for normalcy 
in the state,” he said. 

The problems of Punjab are not 
over yet. This is only the beginning of 
the end and as Satpal Dang of the 
CPI remarked, this beginning will 
have to be capitalised upon. 
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A Secret Deal 


C ould the Rajiv-Longowal 
accord have been signed so 
hastily and with such smooth¬ 
ness without the utmost 
secrecy that had gone into its prepa¬ 
ration? Probably not. All previous 
attempts of the government and the 
Akalis had floundered primarily be¬ 
cause of the publicity they had re¬ 
ceived which had invariably incited 
the extremists to step up their activi¬ 
ties. Rajiv Gandhi and Sant Longow- 
al had learnt lessons from the past. 
Thus, although formal communica¬ 
tions between the two leaders 
started as early as 2 July, neither 
side gave any indication that an 
agreement was being worked out. 1 


The extent of the contact between 
the. government and the Akalis 
through the good offices of Punjab 
Governor Arjun Singh was only a 
matter of speculation for the media. 
But no newsman, even those consi¬ 
dered closest to the government, 
knew anything about the ground that 
had been covered. This tendency of 
playing while holding their cards 
close to their chest became evident 
on the evening of 22 July when there 
was a cryptic announcement by the 
government that the Prime Minister 
would be meeting the Akali Dal chief 
the next morning. Newsmen were 
busy trying to dig out from the files 
enough material to give the “story” a 
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first lead treatment. On 23 July Rajiv 
Gandhi was at Parliament House at 
nine in the morning, closeted with 
members of the political affairs com¬ 
mittee (PAG) comprising home 
minister S.B. Chavan, defence minis¬ 
ter P.V. Narasimha Rao and finance 
minister V.P. Singh. At 9.4.'; am a 
dark blue Mercedes swung into Par¬ 
liament House and came to a 
screeching halt at the main portico. 
When Sant Harchand Singh Longow- 
al, Surjit Singh Barnala and Balwant 
Singh stepped out, they were re¬ 
ceived by a beaming Arjun Singh and 
escorted to the Prime Minister’s 
office. The formalities of ‘introduc¬ 
tion’ over, the aides of both Rajiv 
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Gandhi and the Sant withdrew, leav¬ 
ing the two leaders alone. The sum¬ 
mit meeting had begun. 

The doors were opened .30 minutes 
later. As Longowal came out, the 
newsmen surged forward with their 
queries. The Sant however, was si¬ 
lent. “Both of us have authorised the 
Prime Minister’s secretary to speak,” 
he said and along with his two aides 
stepped into the waiting Mercedes, 
and drove away instantly, a kesari 
cloth showing from the rear window. 

Later, the two aides of the Sant 
had lengthy discussions with mem¬ 
bers of the political affairs commit¬ 
tee. Arjun Singh and the cabinet 
secretary, P.K. Kaul were also pre¬ 
sent during the negotiations. Sus¬ 
pense hung thick over the air. 

There were certain hitches. The 
talks were getting stalled over the 
question of Chandigarh. Arjun 
Singh, it seems, had assured Longow¬ 
al that the issue would nut be linked 
to Fazilka and Abohar. The PAC was 
insistent on the linkage between the 
two issues. And then there was the 
question of the river waters being 
referred to a tribunal. Would the 
share already pledged to Rajasthan 
also have to be adjudicated? Longow- 
al’s aides insisted that they would 
but the PAC took the opposing stand. 
Added to the two issues was the 
rather ticklish question of the army 
deserters. 

On 24 July it seemed for sometime 
that the accord would be difficult to 
reach. Longowal had a closed door 
meeting with his two aides even 
while Rajiv Gandhi was holding dis¬ 
cussions with members of the PAC. 
P.V. Narasimha Rao is said to have 
been particularly insistent that the 
government should not concede Chan¬ 
digarh without linking the issue to 
Fazilka and Abohar, or that the share 
of Rajasthan waters should also be a 
part of reference for the tribunal. He 
had been closely involved with the 
problem. 

But Rajiv Gandhi did not wish the 
talks to be grounded once again. All 
that had been patiently achieved 
over the last few months would be 
lost, giving the hardliners among the 
Sikhs an opportunity to create more 
mischief. He decided to be more 
conciliatory. The government’s wil¬ 
lingness was communicated to Barna- 
la and Balwant Singh when they met 
the PAC members and Arjun Singh 
at 2 pm, and at 3.45 in the afternoon 
the Akali leaders once again held 
closed-door talks with the Prime 
Minister The sweets which followed 
told the waiting newsmen that a 
settlement had come about. Soon the 
Prime Minister was telling the lead¬ 
ers of the opposition in Parliament, 



that the accord had been signed. 
What seemed impossible only two 
days back had been made possible. 

S o engrossed was the media with 
the rapid developments, that 
they did not notice certain signifi¬ 
cant omissions and commissions that 
went with the talks and consulta¬ 
tions. Certain key people in the gov¬ 
ernment and the Congress(I), who 
were closely involved in the Punjab 
crisis were totally ignored. 

President Zail Singh missed it all. 
He was not in the capital on 23 July 
and even though he came back to 
New Delhi at noon on 24 July almost 
three and a half hours ahead of 
schedule, he was not told anything 
till the announcement was made in 
Parliament. There have been reports 
to suggest that the Giani was deliber¬ 
ately left out in the cold. It seems 
that the dates had been chosen care¬ 
fully to coincide with the President’s 
absence during the period. Rajiv 
Gandhi, it has been suggested,was 
not too happy with Zail Singh’s 
“over-involvement” in Punjab 
affairs. 

Darbara Singh too did not figure in 
the consultations. Nor did the new 
Punjab PCC(I) chief Major Gen. 
(Retd) Sparrow. It was clear that the 
Akalis felt that their presence would 
stall further negotiations. Only two 
of the cabinet subcommittee, that 
had been formed to solve the Punjab 
tangle, P.V. Narasimha Rao and S.B. 
Chavan, were involved as members 
of the PAC. The third member of the 
sub-committee, educatibn minister 
K.C. Pant v/as not among the Prime 


Minister’s select few. “KC ” has not 
contributed much to the sub 
committee and his lack of initiative 
on the Punjab front has virtually 
forced the ftime Minister to ignore 
him. 

The Haryana chief minister was 
always close at hand. But he was not 
allowed inside either and Bhajan Lai 
made no protests. Perhaps, the re¬ 
cent memorandum of charges the 
Opposition leaders had given against 
the Haryana chief minister to the 
Prime Minister, has dampened the 
spirits of the irrepressible Bhajan 
Lai. 

On the positive side, Arjun Singh 
emerged as a virtual hero having 
earned the gratitude of both Rajiv 
Gandhi and the Akalis. Arjun Singh 
had the last laugh. “You thought I 
had been kicked out when I was 
appointed Governor of Punjab a day 
after I was sworn in as chief minister 
of Madhya Pradesh,” he asked news¬ 
men with a big grin. It seems certain 
that the major task in Punjab having 
been accomplished, Arjun Singh will 
be given a more important assign¬ 
ment after the elections are held in 
the strife - torn state. 

V.P. Singh too has emerged as a 
man of “trust” something that is,of 
the utmost importance in the Con- 
gress(I). So have P.V. Narasimha Rao 
and S.B. Chavan. The trio are likely 
to be closely associated with the 
Prime Minister in many more major 
initiatives. At the moment they must 
be preparing to use their prowesses 
to solve the tangle in Gujarat and 
Assam. 

S. Vl/sy, Mmw DalM 
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The Anandpur Sahib Accord 


I t was perhaps in the fitness of 
things that the first major accord 
between the Akalis and the centre 
should be taken to Anandpur Sahib 
to be ratified by the party’s working 
committee. Anandpur, the birthplace 
of the Khalsa, had been in the minds 
of the people as an anathema be¬ 
cause cf the resolution which had 
been passed here—the resolution 
which had ultimately underlined the 
postures adopted by a majority of the 
Sikhs, including the Akali Dal, as 
well as the government. The Akalis 
thought it to be their major plank, 
while the centre presumed that the 
document would divide the country. 

However, the going was not as 
smooth as the Akali Dal members 
wanted it to be. Sant Harchand Singh 
Longowal was ^eeted as a victor 
returned from war, but the jubilation 
was marred by objections from two 
senior members, Prakash Singh Bad- 
al the former chief minister and 
Gurcharan Singh Tohra, president of 
the SGPC. 

In a closed-door meeting which 
lasted about two hours on Friday, 26 
July, Longowal and S.S. Barnala 
tried their best to convince the two 
dissenters about the benefits that 
would come from the agreement. Yet 
they were unfazed. Later at the con¬ 
gregation which included former 
members of Parliament, former legis¬ 
lators, select members of the SGPC 
and district jathedars, the two 
waxed eloquent on what they termed 
' a “meaningless accord.” 

Badal took the members who had 
assembled on the top floor of Gurd- 
wara Keshgarh Sahib, Anandpur, on 
a tour of recent history. The Sikhs, he 
said, had lost their dignity and hon¬ 
our. After a hardhitting speech 
which recalled the events since the 
morcha first began, Badal told the 
meeting that the agreement had 
been of little benefit to Punjab. On 
territorial issues, the state would be 
getting less land than earlier envis¬ 
aged. The major problem of army 
deserters had not been solved satis¬ 
factorily because out of about 10,000 
who had left their barracks on that 
fateful night after Operation Blues- 
tar, only about 280 would be rehabili¬ 
tated. The Anandpur Sahib Resolu¬ 
tion, which had been the basic docu¬ 
ment for the Akali Dal, had been' 
truncated in the agreement. A very 
small portion had been given to the 
Sarkaria Commission, which was not 
what ^e Sikhs wanted. Moreover, 
the document was silent on the issue 



of young people who were behind 
bars. Tohra too found the document 
full of holes. The men who had made 
sacrifices for the Sikh cause, includ¬ 
ing those who had revolted from the 
army, would not easily forgive them 
for entering into such an accord, 
Tohra said. 

But others who spoke were gener¬ 
ally in favour of the agreement. 
Some were pained that men like 
Badal and Tohra should raise objec¬ 
tions when so much had been 
achieved. One jathedar made an 
emotional speech asking the two not 
to express dissent at this time. With¬ 
out their wholehearted acceptance, 
the party would die, the man said. 
And so when the resolution adopting 
the accord was put to a voice vote, 
whicjtin a gurdwara would mean the 
response of the congregation to the 
slogan Bole So Nihal, with the cry of 
Sat Sri Akaal, Badal and Tohra 
apparently went along with the popu¬ 
lar mood. 

That there would be objections to 
the agreement was clear to the party 
from the beginning. Before starting 
the meeting they politely asked the 
two dozen or so Indian and foreign 
journalists to leave, saying that the 
meeting was a private affair among 
the party members. The Akali Dal 
is still a very religious party and 
they started the meeting with a 
prayer in front of the Granth Sahib 
and ended it with an ardas; the priest 
invoked the blessings of God for the 
success of the accord. 

Later, at a press conference, Lon¬ 
gowal tried to gloss over the objec¬ 
tions raised by his two senior col¬ 
leagues. “The accord was accepted 


unanimoqsly,” he stated. However, 
when pressed on the issue, he con¬ 
ceded that “some apprehension” was 
expressed b\it it had been satisfac¬ 
torily answered. Outside, among the 
majority of the general public and 
the Akali workers, there was a muted 
sigh of relief. A number of them 
stated that the accord was the first 
wind of change in a state which had 
been brought to the brink of chaos. 

Yet there was no unanimous wel¬ 
come. Only the youth when ques¬ 
tioned would answer that they had 
not got what they wanted. The agree¬ 
ment had come so suddenly that a lot 
of them were still uncertain as to 
what it meant. As a group, the young 
were waiting for a word from their 
elders. And the answer they were 
receiving was not very clear. But 
what was significant is that after a 
long time, the art of discussion had 
come back to the people. As a back¬ 
drop to what was happening inside, a 
raging debate was going on in small 
groups outside the gurdwara over 
what the accord meant and what 
future it would hold. These men, 
young and old, who had never, 
perhaps, expressed themselves in 
public, were freely talking about the 
pros and cons of the agreement. 

Those who opposed the accord, 
calling Longowal and Barnala 
traitors, were doing so in front of 
people who were wholeheartedly 
supporting the accord. And there did 
not seem to be any rancour in their 
voices. It appeared as if sanity was 
slowly returning to a state which had 
been caught in a turmoil for the last 
three years. 

Mwttov Singh. Anandpur SahSt 
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Uncertainty in Chandigarh 


T he city which has been at the 
centre of the territorial con¬ 
troversy feels a little uncertain about 
its future. The uncertainty is pro¬ 
nounced in those who would have to 
pack up their bags and go to the new 
capital of Haryana. The gut feeling of 
the inhabitants of this “city beauti¬ 
ful” IS that the accord on its future 
would not suit its unique nature— 
that it will never be the same again. 

Chandigarh’s going over to Punjab 
nor only means that the Haryana 
administration would have to move 
out, but it will also bring about a 
change in the city’s character—a 
character which benefited the com¬ 
mon man in several ways. Living in 
the city meant that a person had to 
bear a lesser burden in terms of 
taxes, at the same time getting all the 
special favours that go to a union 
territory 

Soon after the announcement of 
the accord, Harish Sood, an office¬ 
bearer of the Chandigarh Citizens'' 
Council, decried the decision on his 
city and demanded that Kaushal res¬ 
ign his seat because he had failed to 


T he settlement has come as a re¬ 
spite to Jammu and Kashmir. 
Kashmir’s economy had been hit bad¬ 
ly due to violence and uncertainty in 
the neighbouring state. Not many 
tourists have been able to reach 
Kashmir through Punjab during past 
three years. Tourists who wanted to 
travel to Kashmir through Punjab 
often gave up the idea because of 
fear of Sikh extremists. The union 
home ministry had also imposed 
curbs on ihe movements of fore¬ 
igners in Punjab. People in Kashmir 
directly associated with trade such as 
hoteliers, house-boat owners,.sAi/car- 
awalas, taxi-operators, handicraft 
dealers and artisans have been badly 
affected. With Rajiv Gandhi and 
Harchand Singh Longowal having 
reached an agreement, people are 
hoping that this would lead to a 
complete and lasting peace in that 
state thus making way for the res¬ 
toration of tourist trade. "The second 
phase of this year’s tourist season 
will begin with the arrival of pilgrims 
to Amarnath. Last year, less than 
l.S.OOO yatris visited the state on 
pilgrimage while 25,000 devotees 


keep his electoral promise. “He has 
betrayed the city,” Sood said. 

Yet, the overall agreement has 
been welcomed with sighs of relief. 
The inhabitants, whose city had been 
caught up in tug-of-war,have seen in 
the Sant-PM accord the first whiff of 
change and they don’t want to be 
seen as nitpickers at a time when the 
whole country is welcoming this de¬ 
velopment. According to Gulzar 
Singll Sandhu, editor of Punjabi Tri¬ 
bune, vihatever the feelings of the 
people about Chandigarh, it has to be 
welcomed as part of the general 
agreement. 

Even the Haryana officials, who 
had chafed at any suggestion of such 
an agreement coming about, have 
welcomed it. This is perhaps because 
of a strong directive from the centre 
that the Congress(I) should not be 
seen to oppose the accord. Sultan 
Singh, president of the PCC(l), said 
that there was not an iota of doubt 
among his party members that the 
accord had safeguarded the interests 
of Haryana. The president was sure 
that none of his partymen would 


had come in 1983. Ruling National 
Conference and Congress(I) leaders 
as well as opposition parties which 
had been critical of the centre’s 
Punjab policy have congratulated 
the Prime Minister for his bold initia¬ 
tives. “He has once again proved to 
be a great politician and a 
courageous democrat,” said former 
CM Dr Farooq Abdullah in a press 
statement congratulating Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

People in Jammu and Kashmir are 
hoping that tourist traffic as well as 
trade which had been adversely hit 
would look up. But some anti¬ 
national political organisations are 
not happy with the development, for 
they have been using the Punjab 
problem as an excuse to preach vio¬ 
lence against India and “to expose 
Indian secularism”. Such elements 
were even predicting that the “fall” 
of Punjab would make way for the 
automatic liberation of Kashmir. 
Though their hopes have been be¬ 
lied, they are now maintaining that 
the accord on Punjab would not last 
long. 

Yuauf Ume el, Mngfar 


oppose it. “You tell me their names 
and I will have them suspended,” he 
said, when told that there were some 
members who had taken exception to 
the terms of the agreement. 

The opposition, however, has in¬ 
veighed the accord. Although the 
national leaders of the opposition 
parties had welcomed it, the state 
level leaders are trying their best to 
see that their voices of dissent are 
heard. Devi Lai, the Lok Dal leader 
called for a Haryana bandh and the 
opposition MLAs threatened to res¬ 
ign en masse. According to Virinder 
Singh, a Lok Dal MLA and convenor 
of the opposition coordination com¬ 
mittee, the state had “lost everything 
and gained nothing.” Even on the 
water issue Haryana was bound to 
lose, he held. The man, who had 
always wanted to remove the chief 
minister from his seat, expressed 
shock at what he claimed was a 
shoddy treatment given to the chief 
minister. “He (Bhajan Lai) was made 
to sit like a chaprasi in the visitor’s 
room while the signing was going 
on.” 

The ministers of Haryana however, 
generally welcomed the accord at the 
cabinet meeting held in Chandigarh 
on Saturday (27 July) although there 
were some who weie not too enthu¬ 
siastic about the whole thing. Sham- 
ser Singh Surjewala, irrigation and 
power minister, said in a lackadaisic¬ 
al manner that the agreement would 
benefit both Haryana and Punjab. ^ 

But the chief minister, as is his^ 
wont, was very enthusiastic. After 
the cabinet meeting he told reporters 
that the accord had been unanimous¬ 
ly welcomed. He was sure that the 
interests of both Punjab and 
Haryana had been safeguarded. 
Announcing the formation of a com¬ 
mittee which would decide about the 
site for Haryana’s new capital, he 
added that they would be staying in 
Chandigarh for three to five years till 
the new capital was ready. He said 
that he had no problem in staying 
there as “brothers of Longowal”, and 
said that a new era of amity had been 
launched. He extended an invitation 
to Longowal to visit Haryana and 
when a reporter reminded him that 
there was a time when he (Bhajan 
Lai) had stated that the Akali leader 
would not be allowed into the state, 
he replied smiling. “That’s an old 
story.” 

Smtkanimi nmkuramlHm-dev tlngh, 
Chendltmli 


A Sigh of Relief 
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Has Rajasthan Been 
Deserted? 


T he accord over Punjab be¬ 
tween Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi and Akali Dal chief 
Sant Harchand Singh Longow- 
al may have serious repercussions in 
Rajasthan. It is not that the people 
are uninterested in the settlement of 
the Punjab problem. They do not 
want their own interests to be ham¬ 
pered. Clause nine of the agreement 
can easily bring chaos m Rajasthan. 
The major issue is the question of the 
sharing of the waters of river Indus 
which was settled 30 years ago in 
1955 after an agreement between the 
states of undivided Punjab, Rajas¬ 
than and the centre. 

As per the 1955 agreement, Rajas¬ 
than’s share in the Ravi and Beas 
river waters was fixed at eight 
million acre feel (MAF) out of the 
total availability of IS 85 MAF. From 
the balance, Punjab including PEP- 
SU, was allocated 7.2 MAF. After the 
division of Punjab and the formation 
of Haryana, the Government of In¬ 
dia, by a notification on 24 March 
1976, ordered that both Haryana and 
Punjab would get 3.5 MAF water 
eacli and the balance would be given 
to Delhi for the drinking water supp¬ 
ly scheme. Both the Punjab and 
Haryana state governments filed 
civil suits in the Supreme Court. 
Haryana wanted the court to direct 
the Government of India to imple¬ 
ment the order of 24 March 1976 
while Punjab wanted it to be de¬ 
clared ultra vires. While the matter 
was still pending in the Supreme 
Court, the Government of India 
arranged for negotiations between 
the states of Rajasthan, Punjab and 
Haryana and an agreement was 
signed by the three CMs. On 31 
December 1981, an out-of-court 
agreement on the basis of the latest 
flow series, allocated 4.22 MAF to 
Punjab, 3.50 MAF to Haryana, 0.20 
MAF to Delhi, 0,65 MAF to Jammu 
and Kashmir and 8.6 MAF to Rajas¬ 
than. Thus Rajasthan’s share in¬ 
creased by 0.6 MAF on account of 
increased availability of waters in 
the rivers and the CMs agreed that 
until Rajasthan was in a position to 
utilise Its full share, Punjab would be 
free to use Rajasthan’s surplus wa¬ 
ters. No change was, however, made 
in the basic formula of distribution 
as formulated in 1955 


But it IS true that Akalis have little 
respect for the 1955 agreement and 

they have been trying hard to get the 
subject of allocation of water to 
Rajasthan also reopened. The White 
Paper on Punjab issued by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India categorically says 
that chough the Akalis first agreed to 
keep the question of Rajasthan’s 
share away from the purview of ad¬ 
judication, they later insisted on 
reopening the case of Rajasthan too. 

The centre, which had been firm 
on not reopening the 1955 agree¬ 
ment, appears to have changed its 
stand to appease the Akalis, as is 
evident from Clause nine of the Ra- 


jiv-Longowal agreement. The clause 
'guarantees that Punjab, Haryana 
and Rajasthan would continue to get 
water from the rivers Ravi-Beas not 
less than what they were using on 1 
July 1985. The agreement also says 
that the claims of Punjab and 
Haryana regarding the shares in 
their remaining waters will be refer¬ 
red fur adjudication to a tiibunal. 
This shows that the centre has < ome 
down from us earlier stand tiiat the 
question of Rajasthan’s share was 
not negotiable. If it ha.s not changed 
Its stand, why has Rajasthan, whose 
claim was settled long ago, been 
mentioned in this agreement? 

MUap Chaml DamHa/ Jaipur 


The Interests of Rajasthan 
are Sate in the PM*s Hands^ 

Rajasthan CM Harideo /oshi told Sunday 


O s How do you view the Punjab 
■ agreement between the PM 
and Akali Dal chief? 

A: It is a great relief. Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi has shown extraordinary skUl 
and courage in settling a long out¬ 
standing problem which was thre¬ 
atening the unity of the country. 

Q; But the opposition parties 
have said that the Punjab settle¬ 
ment will create serious problems 
for Rajasthan. 

A: There is no basis for such an 
allegation. The peace which trill 
prevail in Punjab will have good 
impact on Rajasthan too. 

Q: It is alleged that the agree¬ 
ment undermines the question ot 
Rajasthan’s share in river waters. 

A: Rajasthan’s share of the river 
svaters has never been a matter of 
controversy. The Punjab agree¬ 
ment dees not tend to complicate 
the matter. 

jQ; Apprehensions in this regard 
emanate from Clause nine ot the 
agreement which says that “the 
state of Jhmjabt Haryana and Ra- 
jaaeliaa would continue to the 
wjUdT' not Jess than what they are 
UsipgHvm tha RaviSeas system as 


on 1.7.85.” Part two of the same 
clause piovides for the reference of 
the claims for surplus water. This 
means that the 1955 agreement 
between Punjab and Rajasthan is 
going to be reopened. 

A; No, the apprehension is base¬ 
less. I have already talked to the 
Prime Minister in this regard. In 
fact, it is the 1955 agreement which 
wiU form the basis of adjudication 
in which the shares of Punjab and 
Rajasthan have been clearly de¬ 
fined. The dispute to be settled now 
is the quantum of water to be 
shared by Punjab and Haryana out 
of the share earmarked for Punjab 
in 1955. 

Q: What about the reference of 
the river water issue to a tribunal? 
Since Rajasthan has been men¬ 
tioned in Clause nine (one), the fear 
is that its water will also be sub¬ 
jected to adjudication. 

A’. The share between Punjab 
and Rajasthan has been clearly 
defmed several times right from 
19S5. 1 am fully confident 

that Rajasthan’s interests are quite 
Mtfe in the PM's hands. 
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A Diary of Events 


S4 AMIL1M0 Baba Gurbachan Singh, the 
Nirankari leader, is shot dead outside his 
house in New Delhi. Four men are arrested. 
9 M9T 1M1 Lala Jagat Narain, editor of 
Punjab Kesari, and a critic of the Khalistan 
movement, is murdered by two men on a 
motorcycle. 

IB MPT Warrant issued for arrest of Jar- 
nail Singh Bhindranwale but he takes refuge 
in a gurudwara in Mehta Chowk guarded by 
hundreds of his supporters. 




90 SIPT Jamail Singh Bhindranwale sm- 
renders. His followers attack the police, who 
open fire, killing ten persons and injuring 
many. 

20-30 09PT Indian Airlines aircraft on a 
flight from Delhi to Srinagar hijacked to 
Lahore by Gajendra Singh, the Dal Khalsa 
leader and his four associates. 

10-10 OCT Sant Bhindranwale is released. 
A senior civil servant associated with the 
Nirankari sect is shot. 

20 HOV Three people die in a bomb explo¬ 
sion in a gurudwara in Punjab. 

27 APRIL 1002 Severed heads of cattle fo¬ 
und outside Hindu temples in Punjab. Fight¬ 
ing between Hindus and Sikhs breaks out. 
Dal Khalsa claims responsibility for the 
desecration, declaring that such incidents 
would be repeated until its demand for a ban 
on smoking and cigarette sales in Amritsar is 
conceded. 

20-30 APRIL Rioting spreads to Chandi¬ 
garh, Patiala and 20 other towns in Punjab. 
Cigarette shops are burned down and cattle 
slaughtered by the Sikhs. Hindus in Chandi¬ 
garh tear up a copy of Sikh scriptures after 
entering a temple. About 600 persons are 
arrested 

1 MAY The Dal Khalsa and National Council 
of Khalistan are banned under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act. 

20 AUQ Grenade attack made on chief 
minister Darbara Singh who escapes unhurt 
but 30 others are injured. 


Bhindranwale 
among followers: 
sinister 
developmeni 


27 AIM 300 Akali activists are arrested as a 
precautionary measure. 

11 OCT Demonstration outside Parliament 
House in New Delhi. Police open fire on 
3,000 demonstrators who were “forcing their 
way into the Lok Sabha.” Five die and over a 
hundred are injured. 

12-14 OCT Thousands of Sikhs begin ‘Fill- 
the-gaols’ agitation. 

IS OCT Mrs Gandhi orders the release of 
about 35,000 Akali agitators who had 
courted arrest. 

OCT-NOV Swaran Singh holds talks with 
Akalis. 

31 OCT P.C. Sethi is willing to transfer 
Chandigarh to Punjab but a settlement is yet 
to be made about Abohar and Fazilka. Mrs 
Gandhi says that Amritsar could be declared 
a holy city and no difficulty over Akali 
demands over nver waters distribution is 
exnected 


A map of Punjab 
showing Fazilka, 
Atohar and 
Chandigarh: 
disputed area 




MUitanI Sikhs 
demonstrating on 
the streets of 
Amritsar: violent 
mood 



21 3AN10B3 After cabinet discus¬ 
sions with the opposition leaders. Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi invites the Akalis to 
tripartite talks. 

28 JAN H.S. Longowal warns that agitation 
will be resumed if the demands are not met 
by 21 February. 

20 POO The talks which continue through 
February are adjourned wihout conclusion 
on 20 February. 

2 MAR Akali Dal leaders unsuccessfuly urge 
Zail Singh to resign. 

28 APRIL A.S Atwal, senior policeman, is 
killed outside the temple. The shooting is 
condemned by Longowal, but is called the 
“beginning of the Sikh war of independ¬ 
ence” by Balwinder Singh Sandhu, general 
secretary of the banned National Council of 
Khalistan. 

27 APRIL The Punjab Legislative Assembly 
Speaker rejects the resignations because 
they are not voluntary. 

18 JUNK P.C. Sethi proposes to Longowal to 
resume negotiations. The government 
arrests hundreds of Akalis. 

30 JUNK National opposition leaders’ con¬ 
clave evolves a formula of the settlement of 
the territorial issue the integration of Chan¬ 
digarh into Punjab, and the compensation of 
Haryana. 
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89 AUO A general strike is called by 
Longowal. Government offices especially in 
Amritsar are attacked and about 100 people 
injured. 

10 •■9T Kulwant Singh, a Nirankari lead¬ 
er, is killed in Punjab. 

18 MPT Sixty policemen are injured in a 
Nirankari demonstration in New Delhi. 

• OCT Imposition of President’s Rule in 
Punjab by the centre. A number of Hindu 
bus passengers killed by terrorists. 

7 OCT Governor of Punjab, A.P. Sharma, 
replaced by B.D. Pande, former Governor of 
West Bengal. Centre recognises “the inter¬ 
national dimension of the violence in the 
state.” 



11 NOV Congress(I) leader Surjan Singh 
who had survived three assassination 
attempts is killed bv terrori.sts in Amntseur. 

5 DEC P.C. Sethi appeals to Longowal and 
Tohra to persuade Bhindranwale to leave 
the Golden Temple precincts and surrendei 

6 DEC Tohra rejects the requests claiming 
that the Golden Temple was a place of 
refuge. 

10 JAN 1984 H.S. Longowal announces 
that the Akali Dal would intensify the cam¬ 
paign and tension escalates. 

8 FEB State paralyseu Many people injured 
when police uses tear gas and Airhis to 
disperse crowd. Grenades are thrown at 
Hindu wedding party-2 persons are killed 
' Tand six persons hurt. The bandh is described 
as a victory for moderate elements. 



14 FEB Tripartite talks begin in New Delhi 
in response to Prime Minister Mrs Gandhi’s 
offer. 

15 FEB Another round of violence begins in 
Punjab. Curfew in Amrusai from 14 Febru¬ 
ary and five other towns after clashes be 
tween Hindus and Sikhs after some Hindus 
attempt to impose a general strike, 

83 FEB The DGP Punjab, P.S. Bhinder, and 
(two senior advisers to Governor dismissed. 
^ 27 FEB Prakash Singh Badal arrested in 
New Delhi for burning copies of the Indian 
Constitution in protest against Article 25. 


Prakash Singh 
Badal (holding 
document!about to 
burn Article 25 of 
the Constitution: 
defiance and 
desperation 


Policemen carry 
away the dead body 
of an Akali 
demonstrator near 
Parliament House 
in Delhi; protest 
and death 


Madhu Dandavate. 

S.S. Barnala, 
Balwant Singh and 
R. Venkataraman 
during the talks on 
the Pui\jab 
problem: endless 
search 


Sant Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwale 
sitting on the 
terrace of the 
Golden Temple; 
seat of authority 



They demand that Sikhism be recognised as 
fully distinct from Hinduism. Nine Sikh 
leaders are arrested for same offence in 
Chandigarh. 

27 MARCH 1984 Ved Prakash, a Niranka¬ 
ri lead er killed by Sikh militants in Barnala 
in Punjab 

28 MARCH Harbans Singh Manchanda, a 
moderate Sikh leader is shot dead by young 
.Sikhs in New Delhi. 

31 MARCH The union government 
announces decision to consider the amend¬ 
ment of Article 25. 

2 APRIL BJP leader Harbans Lai Khanna 
killed. Dashmesh Regiment takes responsi¬ 
bility for the assassination. 

3 APRIL V.N. Tiwari, Congress(I) Kajya 
Sabha MP is shot dead. In the demonstra¬ 
tions by the Hindus in protest against the 
killing, 12 people including two policemen 
die. Punjab is declared a “dangerously dis¬ 
turbed area.” 



5 APRIL The government announces an 
ordinance amending the National Security 
Act (NSA) to allow detention of persons 
without trial for up to six months 
13 APRIL Longowal announces a mass de¬ 
monstration in the Golden Temple protest¬ 
ing against the tactics of security forces, 
Bhindranwale calls upon Sikhs to arm them¬ 
selves with grenades, bombs, rifles and even 
submachine guns 

2 JUNE The army is called out in Punjab by 
the centre. 

3 JUNE Statewide 56-hour curfew is im¬ 
posed in Amritsar. Road and rail traffic is 
suspended and the Punjab-Pakistan border 
sealed. All news coverage is banned. 

5 JUNE Militants use machine guns and 
mortars to attack security forces. Appeals 
are made to people inside to surrender and 
over 200 people including H.S. Longowal, 
G.S. Tohra, Harminder Singh Sandhu and 
Bibi Amarjit Kaur surrender to the armed 
forces. 

6 JUNE The army begins assault on 
Golden Temple and simultaniously on 37 
other Sikh shrines in Punjab. Heavy 
casualties suffered by the forces, under 
instructions to cause minimum damage to 
the Hari Mandir Sahib and Akal T&ht. 


/luyiti wet 
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A soldier takes aim 
at terrorists inside 
the Golden Temple 
at Amritsar during 
Operation 
Blilestar: costly 
crackdown 

The Aka! Takht is, however, extensively 
damaged before it is captured 
7 JUNE The bodies of Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwale, Bhai Amrik Singh and 
Shubegh Singh, a major-general dismis¬ 
sed from the Indian army, are removed 
from the Golden Temple. 

10 JUNE 150 Sikh soldiers in Pune 
desert, commandeer vehicles and move 
towards Bombay in the hope of .seizing an 
aeroplane to take them to Amritsar. Most 
of them are stopped but some head for 
Gujarat where 13 are killed and others 
captured. At the Sikh Regimental Centre 
in Ramgarh, deserters kill their comman¬ 
der Brig Puri 

12 JUNE Akali leaders Prakash Singh 
Badal and Surjit Singh Barnala are 
arrested. 

22 JULY Baba Santa Singh excommuni¬ 
cated by Sikh high priests for undertaking 
repairs of Akal Takht. 

23 JULY Punjab declared a rerrorist- 
affected area. 

25 JULY A Srinagar Delhi Indian Airlines 
flight is hijacked to Lahore by eight armed 
Sikhs who threaten to blow up the plane 


The body of Prime 
Minister Indira 
Gandhi lying in 
state at Teen Murti 
Bhavan. She was 
assassinated by her 
security guards- 
Beant and Satwant 
Singh: a nation 
stunned 


31 OCT Prime Minister Mrs Indira Gan¬ 
dhi is assassinated by her bodyguards 
Beam Singh and Satwant Singh on her 
way to her 1, Akbar Road office from her 
residence in Safdarjang Road. 



1 NOV 161 people die (60 in Delhi) in 
nationwide violence. About 30 towns 
placed under curfew. Prime Minister, 
Rajiv Gandhi and 15 opposition leaders 
appeal to people to end the “madness.” 
Giani Kirpal Singh denies expressing his 
grief over assassination. Families of the 
assassins rounded up. 

2 NOV Toll in riots rises to over 500 Over 
200 Sikhs killed in Trilokpuri, in west 
Delhi. Trains arrive in Delhi with dead 
bodies of Sikhs. 

3 NOV Mrs Gandhi cremated. Death toll 
of the riots now over 600. Tanks move 
into streets of Delhi. Various peace com¬ 
mittees are formed. 
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4 NOV Pakistan President Gep Zia- 
agrees to try hijackers of lA pl«he. Delhi 
slowly returns to normal. Over 2,000 
Sikhs removed to refugee camps in Delhi. 

6 NOV Hunt for conspirators begins. 
Officers in charge of PM’s security are 
suspended. Golden Temple Head priest, 
Kirpal Singh urges President Zail Singh 
to maintain peace and harmony 

13 NOV Lok Sabha elections announced 
for 24 and 27 December in the country 
but not in Punjab. 

6 DEC Balbir Singh Sandhu, secretary 
general of National Council of Khalistan 
(NCK) found in a Pakistani training 
camp. 

9 DEC Simranjeet Singh Mann, a former 
DSP, is believed to be the mastermind 
behind the assassination of the former 
Prime Minister. Rift between Longowal 
and Badal factions widens. 

20 DEC Darbara Singh, former chief 
minister of Punjab accuses CIA of assassi¬ 
nating Mrs Gandhi. 

21 DEC Anandpur Sahib Resolution on 
sale in Delhi. 

24 DEC Rajinder Kaur ut Akali Dal asks 
head priests of the Golden Temple to 
“mind their own business and not inter- ; 
fere in Akali Dal politics.” I 

14 JAN 1985 Haryana CM suggests merg¬ 
ing Haryana, Punjab and Himachal 
Pradesh being looked into by centre. 
“Whatever is done to solve the Punjab 
problem will be done after consulta¬ 
tions,” says Rajiv Gandhi. Gen Vaidya 
claims Punjab is free of terrorists. 

16 JAN Jathedar Kirpal Singh, head 
priest of Golden Temple, shot at near 
Ludhiana by assailants on motorcycle. 

11 FEB Balbir Singh named main con- 
spiratui in Mrs Gandhi’s assassination. 
The Akali Dal ad-hoc committee accuses , 
the government of instigating the Novem¬ 
ber riots. 

19 FEB Rajiv Gandhi seeks the help of 
Akalis all and Sikhs to solve the Punjab 
problem. He rules out a judicial inquiry 
into Delhi riots as it would “harm the 
interests of the Sikhs.” 

30 MARCH Akalis insist that no talks can be 
held until the government lift.s ban on the 
AISSF, releases detained Akalis and army 
deserters, rehahili' ‘.“s riot victims, scraps 
special courts and i Jeis an enquiry into the 
11 APRIL The centre orders a judicial 
probe into the Delhi riots. The ban on the 
AISSF is lifted. The government promises to 
release other leaders. 

19 APRIL R.L. Bhatia, AICC(I) general 
secretary is seriously injured in an attack by 
terrorists at his residence. G.S. Tohra is 
released. 

20 APRIL Security forces raid the Golden 
Temple. A pistol and a grenade are seized 
26 APRIL AISSF president Manjit Singh 
calls for panthic unity. Bimal Khalsa (Beant 
Singh’s widow) and Bab a Joginder ^ngh ^ 
attend meet in memory of those killed 
during Operation Bluestar. 
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I MAY Baba Joginder Singh forms nine- 
member itd hoc committee to bring about 
panthic unity. 

3 MAY Longowal denies the dissolution of 
the party and his appointment to the nine- 
member ad hoc committee headed by Joein- 
der Singh. 

10 MAY Forty-one die in transistor bomb 
explosions in Delhi, Haryana and Meerut. 

II MAY The death toll due to transistor 
bomb blast.s rises to 79. Longowal resig -> 
from the party presidentship and decides 
not to join the ad hoc committee formed by 
Joginder Singh. Baba Joginder Singh 
announces the dissolution of the Longowal 
and Talwandi factions 

12 MAY A transistor-bomb factory is unear¬ 
thed and three persons arrested in Delhi. 
Security forces arrest 250 people in Punjab. 

13 MAY The FBI foils a pint by the Sikhs in 
USA to kill Rajiv Gdhdhi and Bhajan Lai. 

14 MAY A plot by teriferists in USA to bomb 
strategic locations including a nuclear plant, 
bridges, hotels and government buildings is 
revealed by the FBIs The US government 
as.sures the PM of full protection for his trip. 
IB MAY The Terrorist and Disruptive Acti¬ 
vities Bill is introduced in the Lok Sabha. 

20 MAY The Lok Sabha passes the bill 
piloted by Asoke Sen providing death penal¬ 
ty to terrorists. Tohra, Badal and Longowal 
to stay iiwjv from the ''United” 
meeting. 

21 MAY The Amrjtsar unit of the .MSSF 
passes a resolution expressing faith in Jogin¬ 
der Singh's leadership. Baba Kharak Singh 
to oversee kar sera for the Akal Takht. 

22 MAY Resignation of Longowal as Akali 
Dal president is rejected by Akali Da! dis¬ 
trict jathedars from all over north India. 

25 MAY Longowal urges action against 
Congress(I) leader S.S. Randhawa for shield¬ 
ing terrorists. World Sikhs Organisation 
plans demonstration during Rajiv Gandhi’s 
trip to Washington. 

26 MAY Longowal withdraws his resigna¬ 
tions. Five-member SGPC committee to go 
into excesses on Sikhs in Ludhiana. 

29 MAY International border along Pun¬ 
jab, Jammu and Kashmir and Rajasthan 
sealed to prevent infiltration of terrorists 
during genocide week. 

1 JUNE Genocide week begins peacefully. 

2 JUNE Eleven terrorists held and arms and 
5i; .-uiiition recovi-red in New Delhi. 

6 JUNE Baba Joginder Singh, addressing a 
10,000-strong gathering at the panrhic sam- 
mellan at the Golden Temple asks for unity. 
He asks all Sikhs to carry arms and complete 
the struggle for justice. Beant and Satwant 
Singh are praised and pro-Khalistani slogans 
raised. 

12 JUNE Over 1,000 Sikhs demonstrate 
outside the White House in Washington. 

16 JUNE Longowal claims that he. is pre¬ 
pared to reconsider the Anandpur Sahib 
Resolution. 

17 JUNE “United” Akali Dal drops Tohra, 
Longowal from the nine-member ad hoc 
committee. l,ong,iwal denies softMing stand 
on the Anandpur Sahib Resolution. 


Bodies of victims of 
the Air India crash 
being recovered 
from the Atlantic 
Ocean off the coast 
of Ireland: callous 
terrorism 


23 JUNE Air India’s "Emperor Kanishka” 
crashes into the Atlantic Ocean off the coast 
of Ireland. Many Sikhs among the 326 dead. 

24 JUNE The Sikh Students Federation and 
the Dashmesh Regiment claim responsibility 
for placing the bomb in the aircraft. 

28 JUNE The union government orders the ^ 
release of all per.sons detained for extremist 
activity since 1982, but against whom there 
are no charges and decides to pay Rs 20;000 
to family menrbers of each victim. 

29 JUNE A four-member panel appointed 
by Arjun Singly to screen the list f 'hose to 
be released. Longowal hails the govern¬ 
ment’s amnesty move but the “United” 
Akali Dal calls it an eyewash. 

30 JUNE Maj Gen (Retd.) Rajindn^ .singh 
Sparrow replaces S.S. Randhawa who was 
asked by Rajiv Gandhi to resign, as PCC(I) 
chief. Badal, Tohra, Balwant Singh and S.S. 
BarnaJa hold secret talks with Longowal. 

1 JULY The Punjab government frees 00 
detenus. 

8 JULY H.S. Longowal is appointed nm eba 
dictator of the Akali Dal (LongowaU. 

10 JULY The cockpit voice rc 'order of 
“Emperor K.itnishka” is recovered. 

13 JULY Longowal says mat the solution to 
the crisis would depend on the release of 
party volunteers, compensation for riot vic¬ 
tims, an inquiry into the Qelhi ri< ;s and the 
sympathetic treatment of army 'olu 'tears. 

18 JULY The Akali Dell (Longowal) e? .'«ss- 
es satisfaction over the steps taken by the 
government. Zail Singh urges the Sikhs to 
disown the terrorists. 

22 JULY The Prime Minister is to i eet H.S 
Longowal for talks at Parliament House. 

23 JULY Rajiv Gijindhi and H.S. Longowal 
sit down for negotiations. 



Rajiv Guiidiu wiU, 
Sant Harchand 
Singh Longowal: 
peace moves 


24 JULY Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and 
H.S. Longowal sign accord at 5.40 pm. It is 
decided that Punjab will get Chandigarh 
and the army deserters will l^ rehabilitated. 
Parts of the Anandpur Sabib Resolution are 
to be referred to the Sarkaria Commission- 
28 JULY Baba Joginder rt'jccts the 
accord and describes it a sellout. Badal 
and Tohra are also unhappy with the agree¬ 
ment. The Rajasthan government refuses to 
accept the river water parts of the agree¬ 
ment. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Fruitless Enquiries? 

While the Kanishka crash is being probed, previous reports 
are gathering dust, says OLGA TELLIS 


L ast year, before he became the 
Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi 
lirid expressed a desire to con¬ 
st! tute an independent air 
safely board He was delivering the 
valedjttorv address to the Aero¬ 
nautical Society of India, in Air Indi¬ 
a’s auditorium and he gave his audi¬ 
ence a po>-itive impression of being 
in fdvoui of such a board. It was 
hoped thdt_ after he became the 
Pi imc Minister dreams would be¬ 
come a reality before another major 
disaster would strike the airlines. 
But this did not happen. 

Since the days of the Civil Aviation 
Review Committee, headed by the 
doyen of civil aviation in India, 
J R D Tata in 1973, several judges of 
the High Courts in India in different 
.ludiiial enquiries have recom¬ 
mended the constitution of an inde¬ 
pendent air safety board. S.' 
Ramamrutham, former director- 


general of civil aviation, heading a 
committee of enquiry constituted to 
enquire into a Boeing 737 accident m 
Madras also made a similar recom¬ 
mendation. Yet over the years, as 
Justice Sawant, who headed the 
court of enquiry into the Air India 
Boeing accident on 22 June 1982, 
observed, “the investigating machin¬ 
ery has at least in theory been furth¬ 
er compromised by subordinating 
the position of the office investigat 
ing accidents, to those agencies and 
authorities whose actions are likelv 
to be the subject matter of the inves 
tigation directly or indirectly ’’ 

In India investigation into an air¬ 
craft accident is headed by an inspec 
tor who is normally the director of air 
safety and who is a subordinate em¬ 
ployee of the licencing authority, 
that IS the director general of tivil 
aviation (DGCA). However honest 
the director of air safety is, he surely 


cannot be expected to expose the 
inadequacies, inefficiencies and cov¬ 
er-ups, if any, which originate from 
the office of the DGCA 
In all fairness to the director of air 
safety, one must also add that the 
financial facilities oi manpower that 
have been made available to him are 
hardlv adequate to keep pace with 
the requisite foolproot preventives of 
accidents and emergencies To cite 
an example, the director ol air safe¬ 
ty, civil aviation department, Satin- 
der Singh, did not even possess a 
valid passport to rush to Cork on the 
first available flight on the night of 
2.1 June 1981 to investigate into the 
crash of Kanishka His passport had 
expired on 14 March 1980 and it is 
leliablv leaint that he had applied 
for renewal almost two years ago. 
Such a thing could happen only in 
India wheie the passport officer con¬ 
cerned was informed late on 23 June 



jnSiSiM 


A file pbMagraph of the Kanishka in flight 
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about the crash and had to set up an 
emergency cell at the emigration 
counter at Sahar. He had to literally 
hunt for the key to the passport 
office where he had kept his stamp 
and seal. Valuable time was lost and 
Setinder Singh had to take the next 
fllght- 

The concept of a judicial enquiry, 
according to S. Venkateswaran, a 
leading lawyer who has been con¬ 
nected with enquiries into two air 
crashes, is a legacy of the British . 
The Britishers thought a judicial en¬ 
quiry will be the only forum which 
will be unbiased. Unfortunately, in 
an investigation of a purely technical 
nature, an enquiry by a judge, 
however impartial or eminent he 
may be, is nor likely to produce the 
desired results as most of the in¬ 
formation that the judge requires is 
made available to him by the in¬ 
volved agencies. It is the manufactur¬ 



er of the aircraft, the engineering 
department which maintains the air¬ 
craft and carries out periodic checks, 
the pilots who fly the planes, the 
licensing authority, and all others 
who are directly or indirectly in¬ 
volved with a flight who are likely to 
be booked in the case of an air crash. 
In the United States, the crash of an 
aircraft in 1972 in which Senator 
Cutting lost his life, brought forth 
the recommendation for the con¬ 
stitution of an independent air safety 
board which is to be involved in all 
investigations of air crashes. This 
was in view of a revelation that the 
Federal Aviation Administration was 
suppressing facts to save itself. Thus 
was born the National Transporta¬ 
tion Safety Board, independent of 


Forgotten f^posais 


Justice P.S. Sawant of the Bombay 
•High Court had headed acourtof 
inquiry into the Air-thdia Boeing 
707 crash at Bondbay ait^rt on 22 
June 1982. His recommendations; 

• ..sr India should exercise strict 
supervision over whether the pilots 
scan the flight instruments and give 
all the standard callouts and the 
company’.s mandatory callouts. 
During the training, emphasis 
should be placed on scanning the 
instruments and giving the callouts. 
Likewise during the route-checks, 
one of the essential checks should 
be whether the trainee-pilots scan 
the instruments and give the call¬ 
outs or not. 

• In order to distribute the Work¬ 
load in the cockpit properly, and 
also to meet the requirements of 
the operations manual, the flight 
engineers should be trained and 
assigned the duty of monitoring the 
standard callouts as well as the 
company’s mandatory Callouts. Af¬ 
ter introducing this practice. Air 
India should supervise strictly 
whether the flight engineers moni¬ 
tor the said callouts. 

• Air India should introduce a suit¬ 
able phraseology for a reminder 
callout when such reminder is to be 
given by a crew member other than 
the one whose duty is to give the 
callout. 

A trainee manual for the training 
of student flight engineers should 
be prepared by Air India and 
approved by the DGCA. The DGCA 
should conduct examinations for 
the flight engineer’s licence in all 
the subjects given in the syllabus 
meant for the purpose. 

• Air India should prepare a list of 
checks to be carried out during tiie 
pre-flight che<i% and the flight gn> 
gineer should carry put the Pre- 
Eight check according to such a list, 
e In the ebsCnce of a simulator, 
withofil a visual system. Air India 
must oirry dut both the six monthly 
proficiency checks of the pilots in 
actual fli^t and as per the format 
prescribed by the DQCA. 

Air India should carry out proper 
checks for the six monthly pro¬ 
ficiency tests nf the pilots, 
e Whenever there is a tranter of 
controls from one pilot to another, 
it should be made ofoligatoipon the 
part of both the pilots to. announce 
the same. 

e When a pilot is lindergeing route- ’ 


check, all other coic^it stations 
must be manned by fully licensed/ 
qualified personnel, i.e. nO other, 
trainee crew should be scheduled 
for checks oh the flight. 

• A suitable folder/card containing < 
details of performance, hours el 
Eying done under check and other 
relevant details of the pilot-under¬ 
command-check, should always be 
carried by him on board the aircraft 
before operating the flight. The 
check-pilot should study the per¬ 
formance record of the trainee- 
commander so that he is aware of 
the trainee-commander’s deficien¬ 
cies. 

• Air India should modify its pr''t e- 
dure for selection of the check- 
pilots by introducing training on 
technical performance and general 
subjects pertaining to aviation and 
a qualifying written test on the said 
subjects. 

• Air India should give its cockpit 
crew members a comprehensive re¬ 
fresher course every year both in 
technical performance. and flight 
procedures on all types of aircraft 
flown by the said crew members 
and should also give its cabin crew 
members yearly refresher course In 
emergency procedures with prac¬ 
tical demonstration. All the re-, 
fresher courses for the Eight crew 
(including executive flight crew) 
should done at the training 
centre. 

• A flight engineer, before being 
appointed as a check Eight en¬ 
gineer, should undergo technical 
performance examination and pro¬ 
ficiency check under the supcnri- 
sion of a flight engineer examiner: 
to assess his eligibUity for the post. 

At each . cabin crew station 
printed cards detailing the indi¬ 
vidual duties and responsibilities ; 
during emergencies should be pro¬ 
vided by the operator. 

• Air India should incorporate all 
.; mandatory callouts in its flight 

tetdtnique manual and standing 
orders. It should also ensure that in 
future while updating its relevant 
documents, all instructions issued 
earlier are incorporated in them! 
■Air India should introduce a 
satisfactory system of receiving 
personal acknowledgement of the 
receipt of the documents with the 
instructions and directions which it 
issues from time to time, to ensure; 
that the operating crew receives 
the same. 
















Do sfou 
really love 
3wur wife? 

I How much 
(you really 
love your 
wife has a 
lot to do witih 
the pressure cooker 
' you will get for her. If 
youlike your wife just a little, 
just about any pressure cooker 
will do. Love her a little more ? 
Buy her a better, a litde more 
reliable one. 

But if you love her more than 
you love life itself, get her the 



pressure cooker that is the safest and if you have a spurious safety 



Get her the New Prestige. 


Why is New 
Prestige 
the safest? 

Because only New Pre. ' has 
the unique gasket 
release system 
(GRS)-a 
unique safety 
device built into 
the lid of the 
cooker—that 
makes it 100% safe 

If the weight vent gets clogged, 
excess steam builds up inside 



If truly love your wife, 
how can you refuse to 
get her a Prestige I 


plug, it could prove a risk to the 
person nearest the cooker. 'With 
the New Prestige, the 
excess steam 
pushes out the 
gasket which 
lets out the 
steam safely, 
surely, 
downwards. 

Push in the gasket with 
a spoon and the pressure cooker 
is ready for use again. 

There is never the slightest worry 
when it’s a New Prestige. That’s 
why it’s the safest pressure 
cooker you can buy. For 

someone you love. 99 





Only New Prestige is 100% safe. Only New Prestige bas tlie CSS. 
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the Federal Aviation Administration 
and directly responsible to the 
Senate. 

In India all enquiries are governed 
by an Act of 1934 and an air accident 
invest^ation and enquiry, including 
a judicial enquiry, is carried out 
under the Indian aircraft rules 
formulated in 1937. In those years it 
took three days to reach London and 
there were no superpower jets. All 
over the world, countries have from 
time to time updated their legisla¬ 
tion but we in India have not 
amended even a single legislation 
concerning aircrafts and their opera¬ 
tion, according to Mr Venkiteswaran. 
Another laxity of the Indian proce¬ 
dure is the fact that it is the govern¬ 
ment who appoints the technical per¬ 
sonnel to assist the judge and the 
government functions through the 
ministry of civil aviation with the 
director general being part of it. 

In the caseiof the Kanishka enquiry, 
the very constitution of the court of 
enquiry leaves much to be desired. 
Justice D.N. Kripal, has in the past 
been closely associated with the gov¬ 
ernment when he was a counsel. In 
addition, he was recently involved 
with the International Bar Associa¬ 
tion Conference in Madrid, whose 
regional secretary is Lalit Bhasin, the 
counsel for Air India since 1980. 
Among the five persons appointed to 
assist Justice Kripal, some say on the 
suggestion of the Prime Minister, are 
J.K. Mehra, a former instructor at 
the aircraft training establishment of 
Indian Airlines, Hyderabad, and who 
taught Rajiv Gandhi to fly and Capt. 
B.K. Bhasin, dy. managing director, 
Indian Airlines who instructed Mr 
Gandhi in flying the Boeing 737. 

Justice P.B. Sawant, enquiring into 
the Air India Boeing 707 accident at 
Santa Cruz airport on 22 June 1982, 
in which many were killed and Dr 
Raja Rainanna were among those 
who had a miraculous escape, made 
several caustic remarks in the course 
of his report on the glaring breaches 
and violation of aircraft rules by 
DGCA and Air India. These lapses 
include the training course for flight 
engineers. Air India did not even 
provide for such basic things like a 
proper training manual for the flight 
crew. 

T he United States National Trans¬ 
portation Safety Board (NTSB) 
has its own investigators, lawyers 
and judges whose job is to constantly 
be on the vigil and every report by 
the NTSB is a- public document. Be¬ 
cause the personnel of the NTSB are 
fully trained for their jobs unUK? the 
lawyers appearing in air accident 
enquiries in our country, the results 


are more authentic. The time taken 
for the completion of the enquiry 
into the accident involving a DC-10 
aircraft of an American airlines in 
Chicago in 1982 was less than two 
months. In India the minimum time 
taken for any investigation into an 
accident to date has been six months. 
In addition, a report prepared aftei a 
lot of hard work and trouble lies with 
the director general of civil aviation 
for another six months before it sees 
the light of the day. 

To quote Mr Venkiteswaran, 
“There is a tendency to produce 
statistics to show that the number of 
accidents in India are much lower 
than in other countries. But when 
one starts counting from 1970, one is 
reminded of the 1973 Boeing 737 
accident in which the then union 
minister for steel and mines, Mohan 
Kumaramangalam, was killed. Then 
there was the 1976 Caravelle crash in 
Bombay followed by the Boeing 
747 crash in 1978. Again in 1979 a 
Boeing crashed in Hyderabad. In 
1980 a Boeing crashed in Madras and 
yet another HS-748 crashed in Bom¬ 
bay. Before the Kanishka crashed 
into the Atlantic, a Boeing 707 
crashed in Bombay in 1982. In these 
accidents several hundreds lost their 
lives. But there are other small acci¬ 
dents which take place nearly every 
day at diferent airports in India 
which do not attract much attention. 
An air safety board would not only 


look into the major crashes, which on 
an average would work out to almost 
once a year in India, but would also 
be investigating into the causes of 
several accidents which go unre¬ 
ported. 

Recalling the enquiry conducted 
into the crash of an Air India Boeing 
in which he participated, Mr Venk- 
iteswaran said that Justice M.N. 
Chandurkar made scathing critic¬ 
ism about the procedure adopted by 
Air India in its training of pilots, and 
more particularly of their system of 
writing the check reports. It was 
found that the actual observation by 
the examiner or check pilots with 
regard to the performance of a pilot 
was not being communicated to the 
director general of civil aviation. The 
judge also insisted on a refresher 
course. Despite these recommenda¬ 
tions having been accepted,identical 
problems cropped up in the June 
1982 Boeing 707 crash where Justice 
Sawant pointed out that check re¬ 
ports in original with all the com¬ 
ments wen not being sent to the 
DGCA. He has also made similar 
recommendations. Unfortunately 
since there is no independent air 
safety board there is no authority to 
question the DGCA or Air India for 
its actions. 

Immediately after an accident 
takes place, a hue and cry is raised 
over the need for safety awareness 
but this eventually dies a natural 
death until the next disaster strikes. 
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^The Government Had No 
Right to Dominate Us’’ 


Mizo National Front leader Laldenpa told Sunday 


Laldenga can express himself in 
reasonable Hindi. Talking to some¬ 
one over the phone in the midst of 
the interview he said: “Tu padharo, 
hum behtar bore hai (You please 
come, I am getting very bored).” 
Ever since be came to New Delhi in 
October last for a settlement of the 
Mizo problem, he has had only two 
things to do: talk to the Government 


Mizoram has proved 
that however powerful 
the gun may be, it 
cannot suppress the 
convictions of a man. 
You can kill him but not 
change him. You cannot 
subjugate the will of the 
people 


of India and grant interviews to the 
press. Both occupations have brought 
mixed experiences. Laldenga thinks 
there are sections in the bureaucracy 
which do not want a lasting solution 
to the Mizo problem and, he says, 
these elements have their “agents” 
in the press too who sabotage talks 
by releasing all kinds of “wild” news 
items. “Despite this, the progress at 
the talks has been good and I am 
satisfied,” he said, sitting in his 
rather ordinary drawing room at 29, 
Mahadev Road in New Delhi. He sits 
here almost all the time, waiting for 
the agreement papers to be signed. 
Oncd known to ^ a firebrand, he 
now wants to reap the fruits of his 
“sobriety"—a settlement within the 
framework of the Indian Constitu¬ 
tion designed to project him as the 
“overground” chief of Mizoram. Lai- 
denga foresees that in the interim 
phase prior to Mizoram’s change of 


status to a state he was to be the 
chief, of the Advisory Council to the 
Lt Governor. Then would come the 
elections which he hoped to win. But 
all this would happen only if the 
present talks succeeded. But if and 
when it comes, will all this bring 
lasting peace to strife-tom Mizoram? 
Laldenga talked to Sunday on i 
range M issues regarding the past. 



present and future of Mizoram. Ex¬ 
cerpts; 

Q .; Are you finally going home 
\now? 

A: Well presently, I am 
waiting for my friends to come 
back from Mizoram so that we could 
sit down and talk again on the situa¬ 
tion. But 1 think, yes, 1 am preparing 
to finally go back home—once thts 
agreement is done and I hope it will 
be done soon. 1 hope they realise the 
importance of it. 

Q: And are you happy? 

A: (frowns) Let us see. I have not 
been home for nearly 20 years. 1 
suppose a man is happy to be going 
back home after that period of time, 
isn’t he? 

Q: Where are the negotiations 
stuck now? You have been charged 
with dragging your feet and bringing 
up this new question of a High Court 


for Mizoram .. 

A: The talks are not stuck any¬ 
where. They are going ahead. We 
have to solve this thing about the 
Mizoram High Court which is not a 
new question as some people are 
saying. This proposal had been sent 
to the Government of India by me in 
1981 and it was always under consid¬ 
eration. Whenever you raise a cer¬ 



tain area to the level of a state it has 
to have a High Court of its own. That 
is a provision of the Indian Constitu¬ 
tion itself. The Mizo people too want 
a High Court and the propoisal has 
been agreed to. The dispute is only 
over the seat of the High Court. We 
are, as the Government of India says, 
prepared to chare the High Court 
with other states but it should be 
located in Aizawl. Most of my people 
cannot get justice because the High 
Court is so far—almost inaccessible 
for my people. The poor cannot 
spend so much money just on travel. 
So many women have been raped in 
Mizoram, so many people jailed with¬ 
out any cause, so many houses burnt 
down and so much property looted. 
But the people cannot get any redres- 
sal just because the High Court is so 
far away. We need the High Court to 
be there in Aizawl. But, apart from 
this, there are no problems, every- 
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CONVERSATION 


thing has been sorted out 
Q: What are the terms of agree¬ 
ment about the Advisory Council and 
the status of the Chakma tribesmen? 

A: We have shelved the talks on 
the Chakmas because that was not a 
major issue in the settlement. But 
regarding the other thing, we have 
come to an agreement. 

Q: On what terms? 

A: Well, I cannot tell you that at 
the moment but we have resolved it 
Q: Are the final discussions on the 
matter over? 

A: No, the final discussion has to 
be done, but, basically, the questions 
have been sorted out. 

Q When you had launched vour 
agitation with the Mizo National 
Front nearly 20 years ago, did you 
imagine you would end up this way, 
negotiating on the table'’ 

A- Er I suppose so I think we 
believed wc would end up this way. 
We had launched our struggle 


you want. There is so much talk of 
nuclear disarmament these days and 
I say how wonderful, what nice words 
our leaders speak, what pious 
thoughts they have. But how imprac¬ 
tical it all IS. Can you live without 
nuclear arms today? Come to the 
plane of reality and tell me truly, can 
we afford to do so? All this talk of 
nuclear disarmament is a mere poli¬ 
tical stunt, the world over. Beautiful 
phrases and nothing more. If you talk 
of disarmament, why not throw away 
all arms? The fact is that man has 
manufactured arms and he cannot 
live without them, he cannot escape 
continuously improving upon their 
lethal qualities. This world believes 
in the gun. 1 often talk of Mao’s 
slogan- “Political power flows 
through the barrel of a gun.” That 
would always be true. 

Q- So who turned out to be might¬ 
ier in Mizoram? The Government of 
India or you? 



against the imposition of the Indian 
Constitution in the making of which 
the Mizo people had no representa¬ 
tion Any law which is imposed is a 
bad law. But on the very first day of 
our movement—1 March 1966—our 
party had written to Mr Gill, the then 
deputy commissionei of Miroram, 
suggesting that we solve the problem 
together. We had declared our inten¬ 
tions of talking to the Government of 
India on the matter, that we always 
wanted to come to the negotiating 
table. 

Q: But, subsequently, you laun¬ 
ched an armed, undergiound 
movement 

A: (smiles) As 1 see it now, it was 
quite an adventurous and risky affair 
but we could never escape the under¬ 
lying theme of the present world, 
might IS right Yon tan never talk of 
freedom without ha\iiig might Be 
powortul and sou sli.ill have what 


A: Mizoram has proved several 
points. It has proved that however 
powerful the gun may be, it cannot 
suppress the convictions of a man. 
You can kill him but not change him. 
You cannot subjugate the will of the 
people. But the Government of India 
has also proved that it had a bigger 
bunch of guns. So negotiations be¬ 
came necessary (laughs). 

Q: But your coming to the negofiar 
ing table, has n had anything to do 
with your advaming age, a weaken¬ 
ing of will for a sustained struggle? 

A: No.no, no, no, no. It is not my 
age or lack of wUl. No, no. 1 still feel 
quite fit. But we had wanted negotia¬ 
tions from the very beginning, it is 
thfc Government of India that never 
wanted a political settlement of the 
matter They thought they could sub¬ 
jugate the people ot Mi/orasn In 
1970, theie were moves foi a settle¬ 
ment but the government perhajis 


thought that with the fall of East 
Pakistan, they could have Mizos too. 
That was not to be, of course. Some 
years later, there were initiatives but 
again they failed. You know, in 1976 
I was here for talks but they were 
mishandled by the bureaucrats. S.L. 
Khurana, I think, was the home 
secretary then and M,L. Kampani 
was the joint secretary. North-east. 
Then this S.K. Chhibber was the Lt 
Governor of Mizoram. But they all 
treated Mizoram as a law and order 
problem which was a twisted way of 
looking at things. Anyway, they de¬ 
manded that we accept Mizoram as a 
part of India and lay down our arms 
as a precondition to the talks. We 
agreed and signed the agreement— 
the 1 July agreement as it is known— 
as one which would lead to further 
tounds of talks. But what these peo¬ 
ple did was to announce that the 
Mizos had signed an agreement and 
that the whole matter was over. 1 wa.s 


In this evil world a true 
Gandhian would be too 
good to survive. No, 1 am 
not a Gandhian. I believe 
in the policy of ‘might is 
right.’ Today, I 
believe, it is necessary 
for one to have a nuclear 
bomb 


shocked The agreement was only 
meant to have led to another round 
of talks for the real agreement, but 
look at what they did Really scuttled 
it. What my information suggests is 
that these people thought they could 
arrest me since I was already in 
India, which they of course did I was 
sent to Tihat jail And the Mizo 
problem remained as it was. 

Q; Next, perhaps, you talked to 
Morarji Desai and I believe you had a 
bad experience with him too. What 
do you think of him? 

A: Desai was too old a man to have 
his own opinion. He relied too much 
on these bureaucrats—especially on 
Kampani who had become the addi¬ 
tional secretary then. It was Kampa¬ 
ni who propped up Brigadier Sailo 
against me in Mizoram, it was a 
Morarji-Kampani game. But at the 
same time, as a man Morarji Desai 
was fairly good, odd in behaviour but 
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very frank. When I went to meet him 
for the first time, he did not even 
return my greetings. Instead, he said, 
“I do not trust you.” He added that 
he did not hate me but eyed me 
suspiciously all the same. He is a 
Gandhian, he has his own manner. I 
do not blame him. 

Q; Are you a Gandhian? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you have an ideology? 

A: I think in this evil world a true 
Gandhian would be too good to sur¬ 
vive (laughs loudly). No, I am not a 
Gandhian. I believe in the policy of 
‘might is right,’ the survival of the 
fittest. Today, I believe, it is neces 
sary for one to have a nuclear bomb. 
Tell me, do you think I would be 
sitting here in New Delhi if I had a 
cduple of nuclear bombs? I would be 
ruling Mizoram (laughs again). 

Q: And how did you find Charan 
Singh? Did you meet him? 

A^Yes, yes, several times. But he 
knew nothing of the North-east 
Absolutely nothing. Chaudhari 
Saheb just could not get it. 

Q: Tell me, you had a dream of 
independent Mizoram. Was it real? 

A; I did have that dream and if you 
look at the history of Mizoram, you 
will find that we have always been a 
very independent kind of people 
Only the British could subjugate us. 
We were never an integral part of 
India. None of your great emperors 
or rajas could conquer us Only the 
British could and they brought us 
under their political control in 1889, 
95 years ago which in the history of a 
f. nation is a very small period. The 
British came to Mizoram by three 
different routes—Mandalay, Chitta¬ 
gong and Silchar—to conquer us and 
after they did, they called a confer¬ 
ence at Calcutta perhaps in 1892 to 
settle the area dispute, but that con¬ 
ference failed. Even today, nearly 
10,000 square miles of original Mizor¬ 
am territory lie in Burma and a large 
chunk is in Bangladesh. We in India 
have further subdivided it into areas 
of Manipur, Assam and Tripura. 
What is now the union territory of 
MiStoram is only a small part of 
Mizoram, most of our land is in the 
hands of others. 

Q: Have you raised this question? 

A: Well... 

Q: Are you going to demand the 
return of the land that you claim as 
Mizo territory? 

A; Let the first settlement take 
place now. The struggle for our lost 
lan^ will be launched later. But we 
will do it. That would be our second 
struggle. 


CONVERSATION 


a m You were talking about the 
■ history of Mizoram... 

A; Yes. In the Government of India 
Act of 1935, the Mizo people were 
kept under a different category. We 
were not under the purview of the 
Act of 1935. Mizo territory was desig¬ 
nated as tribal area which was de¬ 
fined in the Act as a piece of land on 
the frontiers of India, neither Indian 
nor Burmese and almost indepen¬ 
dent. Even Jawaharlal Nehru said in 
1946, only a year before independ¬ 
ence, that with the independence of 
India the new government will enter 
into the same relationship with 
Mizoram as the British government 
maintained, unless the people of 
Mizoram choose to seek integration 
with India. Nobody sought integra¬ 
tion with India, our people were not 
represented in the Constituent 
Assembly, so we fought. And here I 
am. 


Most of my people 
cannot get justice 
because the High Court 
is so far--<almost 
inaccessible for my 
people. The poor cannot 
spend so much money 
just on travel. So many 
women have been raped 
in Mizoram, so many 
people jailed without 
any cause, so many 
houses burnt down and 
so much property 
looted. 


Q: Is that dream of an independent 
Mizoram still alive with you? 

A: (laughs) Where is the lime to 
dream now? But we have always 
been an independent nation. The 
Government of India had no right to 
dominate us like this. But they were 
too proud to understand this. It took 
them 20 years to do so or shall we 
say. It took us 20 > ears to teach them. 

Q; But are you ready now for a 
settlement within the Indian Con- 
stitution?You nolonger feel the Con¬ 
stitution IS imposed on you? 

A: The real problem now is the 
racial prejudice that exists in this 
country. India is a multiracial coun¬ 
try but the man here is too selfish, 
unfortunately. He likes his own kind 
of people. And these racial problems 
are accentuated by religious differ¬ 


ences. We have to understand that 
we have to live in peace together. We 
do not. For example, when 1 walk the 
streets in New Delhi, people look at 
me with disdain, as if I were a lowly 
human being. I feel alienated. Any¬ 
one from the tribal area is an outcast. 
People look down upon us and it is a 
very bad feeling that gets into your 
psychology. You see, the shape of my 
nose is the stumbling block in India. 

Q: Doubts have been raised about 
your popularity back home in Mizor¬ 
am. It is said you are not popular, not 
even among a faction of the Mizo 
National Front... 

A: That is all mischievous talk. The 
press has to take the blame for it. 
You see, they do not understand the 
situation and still they write about t. 
The Mizo National Front is not the 
BJP or the Lok Dal where you have 
defectors. People going from one 
party to another—BJP into Lok Dal, 
Lok Dal into BJP. In Mizoram, it is 
not a circus. We were a revolutionary 
party and that is serious business. 
One should not talk about divisions 
and cracks in a revolutionary party 
without having knowledge of things. 
Do you know what it could mean? Do 
you understand what it could mean 
to say that a particular man is not 
obeying the command of the leader? 
That man could get killed for no fault 
of his own. People say this thing 
about Lalrawana but I have faith in 
him. He will listen to me, he is a 
committed man. But press reports 
really endangered his life 

Q, Are you confident? 

A: Absolutely. You have to be in a 
revolutionaiy movement. 

Q: What about the elections? 

A: I can tell you, 1 will win with a 
huge majority. 1 will show it. And 
even if one man in my party raises 
his voice against me, you can come 
back and tell me, ‘Laldenga, you 
spoke a he.' 

Q: How confident are you that you 
will reach an agreement this time? 

A: Very confident. Everything is 
almost done. There are some people 
in the bureaucracy and the press who 
are not interested in an agreement 
and are trying to sabotage it but this 
time, I think, they will not be suc¬ 
cessful. 

Q- And how long will it be before 
you go back home? 

A: It is hard to say. It will have to 
be synchronised with the time table 
of the Government of India but let us 
hope that time comes soon I have not 
been home for nearly 20 years now. I 
have not seen my people or my land. 
Only sometimes from a helicopter. I 
hope this time I can land. 
In t erviewed by S ei tk a re hen Theker, New 
Delhi 
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Mystery in the Bay of Bengal 


Siispirion surrounds thr sudden disappearance oftn o ships in inid-s<Hi 


T he sudden disappearance of 
two ships in the Bay of Bengal 
in June, both belonging to the 
same company, still remains a 
mystery. The two ships belonging to 
the Bombay-based Maini Shipping 
Pvt Ltd vanished from sight without 
sending an SOS message at about 
same time and place in the Bay of 
Bengal, off the Tamil Nadu coast. In 
desperation, the union ministry of 
shipping and transport has requested 
the International Maritime Inves¬ 
tigation Bureau to investigate the 
case. 

MV Nitya Nanak with a crew of 22 
was ferrying salt from Kandla in 
Gujarat to Calcutta. On 20 June, at 
0924 hours, alter it left Colombo en 
route to Calcutta. Captain K.D. Puri 
who has .18 years of experience be¬ 
hind him radioed a message to the 
owners, “Fresh holes have de¬ 
veloped. Water gushing in. Presently 
heading for Madras ” The second 
message was radioed on 21 June at 
three am- “Number one hold still 
taking water. No pump operational. 
Unable to pump out. Heading for 
nearest port Madras ” At that time 
the ship was located 90 miles off 
Trincomallee in Sri Lanka. Inquiries 
by Sunday reveal that the message 
was intercepted and transmitted by 
MV Her Rai, a vessel belonging to 
the Shipping Corporation of India 
which was plying on the same route. 
This confirms the owner’s claim that 
the message was transmitted through 
the emergency transmitter sets. In 
Fact, at Colombo, technicians had 
tried to repair the ship’s transmitter 
and radar systems. 

The owner’s reply to Capt Puri’s 
message was transanitted through the 
Madras station on 21 June at five pm. 
The message read: “Rely you’ll make 
Calcutta direct.” The reply is consi¬ 
dered to be unusual, to say the least, 
because owners usually abide by the 
captain’s decision. Given her loca¬ 
tion when she sent the message, MV 
Niiya Nanak should have reached 
Madras by 2.1 June, sources in the 
Mercantile Marine Department 
(MMD) told Sunday. Asked whether 
the hole in the front hold had 
caused the ship to sink, an MMD 
source said that the captain seemed 
confident of reaching Madras where 
urgent repairs could have been car- 
lul led out before steering for Calcutta. 


He said that if the damage was I 
serious, the .ship would have given j 
distress signals and perhaps even 
sought Her Rai to come to her rescue. 

Capt Puri obviously did not find 
the leak alarming enough to abandon 
the ship, but kept silent for a long 
while. It was not until 26 June that 
the company’s agents in Madras, 
South India Corporation contacted 
the local MMD office to say that the 
ship was missing and that a general | 
alert should be sent out. The South 
I India Corporation did not receive I 
any official information about the | 
missing ship either. The operations i 
I manager of the company, Mr Samad | 
had come down to Madras (possibly I 
to receive the vessel and inspect the ' 
damage land ht was informed by the ' 
agents that the ship was 
I missing. The agents immediately i 
I wrote to the MMD considering that I 
I 22 human lives were involved, but it | 
I was extremely strange that the 
' agents chose to leave the letter with 
a peon in the MMD office. Again, it 
was odd that the operations managei 
of the firm did not meet the local 
MMD officials. 

A letter, written by the agents to . 
the MMD dated 26 June says, , 
“This IS to inform you that we have 
been advised by our principals M/S 
Maim Shipping Private Ltd, Bombav, 



Map show ing position of the ships u hvn 
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that they had no contact with their 
above vessel (MV' Nitya Nanak, No 
1698) for the last four days and to 
approach you in this matter. The 
above vessel, undei command of 
Capt K.D. Puri, sailed (sic) from 
Kandla for Calcutta with about 5440 
nit of bulk .salt. He called Colombo 
for replenishment and sailed for Cal¬ 
cutta on 18 or 19 June. However, her 
main radio transmitter having 
broken down she was keeping con¬ 
tact with hei emergency set. The M;S 
Maim Shipping Company received a 
radio message on 22 June 198.5 from 
the masiei indicating his position as 
90 miles north of Trincomallee and 
that the ship had started making 
slighi vvatei in (the) number one 
hold On 2.1 June, Captain S..A 
Samad operations nunagei of the 
Company arrived here to attend to 
the vessel However, nil date, there 
IS no information oi communication 
from the vessel and it was piesunied 
that she was heading stiaight for 
Calcutta. But till now she has not 
reached Sandheads (Calcutta) also. 
As such we are concerned about the 
vessel and request you to send a 
general call ftom Madras radio to all 
ves.sels in the vicinitv to be on (the) 
lookout for MV Nitya Nanak and to 
intimate you if she has been sighted 
and heard of. Similarly ail coastal 
ports too may be alerted including 
(the) coast guard.” 

The relatives of the crew, includ¬ 
ing the captain’s wife, were not in¬ 
formed. Mrs Puri came to know only 
when she went to the company’s 
office for some money. On 29 June. 
Capt Maini wrote to the relatives 
that the ship had been diverted to 
Madras because of bad weather. He 
didn't mention that the ship ought to 
have reached Madras a week before. 

While Nitya Nanak had given an 
eniergencv signal on 21 June stating 
that she had developed fresh leaks, 
nothing was heard of the second ship 
MV Nitya Ram, uitdei Capt Sharma, 
and with a crew of 21 was terrviiig 
coal trom Calcutta to Tuticonn, 
Tamil Nadu. She was suppo.sed to 
reach her destination on 25 June at 
sis am On 27 June, the agent 
posted a letter to the MMD (which 
was received a day later) notifying 
the disapperance of Nitya Ram. This 
letter said; “We have been asked by 
our principals Messrs Maini Shipping 
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Private Ltd to bring the following to 
your attention. Their above vessel 
sailed from Calcutta with a full load 
of coal for Tuticorin on 16 June and 
cleared Sandheads on 17 June morn¬ 
ing. Her last message sent to agents 
at Tuticorin via Madras radio was on 
21 June giving her ETA (expected 
time of airival) in Tuticorin at 0600 
hrs on 25 June. However, since then, 
there is no communication from the 
vessel and neither has she reached 
Tuticorin yet. The owners have now 
checked with their Colombo agents 
and it has been confirmed that the 
master hasn’t contacted them either 
via Trincomalle or Colombo radio. 
Hence you arc requested to send a 
general alert through Madras radio 
for their vessel’s whereabouts.” 

Immediately on receiving the let¬ 
ter, the MMD notified the coast 
guard which began search for the two 
ships. A number of aerial surveys 
were conducted and frigates em¬ 
ployed to spot any signs of wreckage. 
With the epicentre at 13 degrees 
north and 83 degrees east, the opera¬ 
tion covered a radius of 200 nautical 
miles in the Bay of Bengal. The 
survey lasted from 26 June to 6 July 
before it was finally abandoned. 
There was no trace of the missing 
ships. If the ships had sunk there 


SPECIAL REPORT 

would have been ample time for the j 
crew to make use of their life boats. 

The Maini Shipping Company 
which was formed about ten years 
back owns five ships. While two are 
on the Indian coastline run, three are 
on the overseas route—essentially to 
the Gulf and the far east. The five 
cargo vessels carry salt, coal or ore. 
According to a report from Calicut, 
crewmen who had earlier worked in 
the ships claimed that both the ves¬ 
sels were not seaworthy. According 
to them, the Japanese ships were fit 
only to be sold as scrap. It seems that 
Nitya Nanak had sprung a leak while 
she was ferrying salt from Kandla to 
Bangladesh. 

What could have happened to the 
ships? Firstly they may have been 
shipwrecked. This seems unlikely, as 
no wreckage was located and be¬ 
cause neither vessel radioed SOS 
signals. Also that two ships belonging 
to the same company should be 
wrecked at the same time in the 
same region seems too strange a 
coincidence. The second theory is 
that the ships contained contraband. 
This implies that the ships dis¬ 
appeared in order to make a clandes¬ 
tine sale. This however, is unlikely 
because the company notified the 
authorities about the disappearance. 


Moreover, it is virtually impossil^ 
to smi^gle goods amidst bulk cargo. 
The third alternative is piausiBth 
enough, but there is no evidence to 
support the theory: It is possible that 
while claiming that the ships were 
lost at sea, the vessels were actually 
sold as scrap. According to sources, 
there is a thriving 'shipbreaking’ 
industry in Andhra Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu. If the ships are proved 
to be lost at sea, insurance can be 
claimed. At the same time, substan¬ 
tial additional money can be made by 
selling the ships as scrap. 

On 18 July, nearly a month after 
the ships were found missing, the 
director general of shipping, N. 
Chakraborthy, ordered a "formal in¬ 
quiry,” into the circumstances lead¬ 
ing to the sudden disappearance of 
the two ships under Section 360 of 
the Indian Merchant Shipping Act. 
The inquiry will be conducted by the 
chief metropolitan magistrate, Bom¬ 
bay. However, it was very significant 
that the union ministry for transport 
and shipping has asked the London- 
based International Maritime Inves¬ 
tigation Bureau to probe into the 
simultaneous disappearance of the 
two ships. Meanwhile the fate of the 
44 crewmen remains unknown. 
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ESSAY 


The Press and the Prime Minister 


D uring his press conference 
on 7 July Rajiv Gandhi casti¬ 
gated the Fourth Estate for 
being irresponsible. Read¬ 
ing the newspaper accounts of and 
editorial comments on that very 
press conference, one tends, however 
reluctantly, to agree with this critic¬ 
ism. Instead of reporting the answers 
and analysing these, we were fed 
with a surfeit of sycophantic acco¬ 
lades. The Prime Minister was 
variously described as “confident,” 
“his usual impressive self,” “in com¬ 
mand of facts,” “to the point,” “pre¬ 
cise and pithy,” “witty” and what 
not. To those of us who watched this 
virtuoso performance on television, 
the absurdity of these descriptions 
defies understanding. It is important 
to evaluate which is the correct im¬ 
pression. So, let us go over some of 
the more important questions that 
were raised. 

To start with, there is the question 
about the Emergency which, under¬ 
standably, created a furore among 
the opposition parties. There can be 
no doubt that not only did Mr Gandhi 
endorse what was a period of nation¬ 
al shame, but he also unabashedly 
declared that he would have no 
hesitation in declaring another 
Emergency, should it “become neces¬ 
sary.” This one statement puts the lie 
to all the image-building campaigns 
to project a leader who believes in 
democracy and is cast in a mould 
different from his mother and youn¬ 
ger brother. Quite the contrary. The 
atavastic instincts have been plearly 
exposed and Mr Gandhi’s gpplogists 
will find their cover-up job Extreme¬ 
ly difficult. Thank goodness for mod¬ 
ern technology! Not only did we hear 
the statement bur we also .saw the 
arrogantly, aggressive expression 
which spoke much more than the 
words. Let no one doubt that the man 
meant what he said. And then, in the 
next breath, to talk of consensus and 
consultation with the opposition on 
issues of national importance is real¬ 
ly .stretching the imagination. 

If indeed further evidence of Mr 
Gandhi’s lack of commitment to the 
democratic process wis needed, it 
came with his unconvincing explana¬ 
tion for not giving radio and televi¬ 
sion autonomy On the one hand he 
sought sheltei behind the Janata 
government’s failure to release the 
electronic media from governmental 
control. At the same time, this was 
actually justified on the grounds that 
the nation was not ready for such a 


measure. You can either Criticise the 
predecessor regime for dragging 
their feet or endorse their action, 
even though on specious grounds. 
But to try and have your cake and eat 
it too, betrays, at best, a confused 
mind and, at worst, a gauche attempt 
to obfuscate an important national 
issue. And to compound it further, 
Mr Gandhi’s attack on the press as an 
example of the dangers of a free 
media merely reflects an inherited 
allergy to any form of criticism. Yet 
the image builders would have us 
believe in the coming of an “open- 
minded” and “sincere” messiah. 

Then, there were the new predict¬ 
able references to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s aim of cleansing public life and 
bringing efficiency into the govern¬ 
ment. It has already been reported 
that Shivajirao Patil-Nilangekar 
was not given a ticket for the Mahar¬ 
ashtra Assembly elections because of 
his poor reputation for probity. At 
that time the Congress(I) high com¬ 
mand took credit for this bold step. 
Now when Mr Patil has been ele¬ 
vated to chief ministership, Mr Gan¬ 
dhi tells us that he was not given the 


ticket because of an internal party 
misunderstanding. If so, this must 
have been true in the case of many 
others and, therefore, there was real¬ 
ly no cleaning-up operation worth 
the name. Politicians are well known 
for their constant backtracking to 
cover up broken promises and tall 
claims, but very seldom in such a 
hamhanded manner. 

If one is looking tor a silver lining, 
perhaps, the Prime Minister’s stand 
on the opposition memorandum of 
corruption charges against Haryana 
chief minister, Bhajan Lai, could be 
cited as an example of impartiality 
and determination to act even 
against his own partymeti This is to 
be welcomed and we hope this will 
not be another one of the young 
man’s hasty reactions. As for Bhajan 
Lai, even though he is a Congress(I) 
chief minister—a tribe not known for 
it’s valour—to be treated like some 
petty tehsildar must indeed be gall 
ing 10 that most loyal of loyalists. The 
Haryana administration can now sit 
back and wait for the CM to tei^der 
his explanation which would be “ev¬ 
aluated” and then action decided 
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upon. This is bound to make for 
greater efficiency in running the 
affairs of the statel And now that an 
admirable precedent has been 
struck, one can ^pect the opposition 
to draw up similar chargesheets 
against other Congress chief minis¬ 
ters (and why not central ministt... 
for who, among our politicians, does 
not have skeletons in his cupboard?). 
Biju Patnaik could make a beginning 
in Orissa since J.B. Patnaik has s 
often been accused of involvement in 
several scandals. 

In fact, it is difficult to take Rajiv 
Gandhi seriously on this subject for 
he seems to have double standards. 
While Bhajan Lai must explain the 
charges, Madhavsinh Solanki gets 
away with it all. Replying to a ques- 
, tion about Mr Solanki, the Prime 
* Minister gave the traditionally eva¬ 
sive answer that it was easy to make 
charges against people in public 
office, and left it at that. In respect of 
G.M. Shah, Mr Gandhi went a step 
further and unequivocally stated 
that his party’s support to the defec¬ 
tor government in Kashmir would 
continue. Serious complaints of cor¬ 
ruption and mismanagement (includ¬ 
ing reports from Governor Jagmo- 
han) notwithstanding. How are all 
these different yardsticks for diffe¬ 
rent people to be reconciled with the 
‘clean’ image? 

In terms of promoting administra¬ 
tive efficiency the case of Gujarat is 
even more intriguing. Several hun¬ 
dred people had to lose their lives in 
the prolonged caste and communal 
war before the centre decided to 
replace the chief minister- And, pray, 
who is appointed in Mr Solanki’s 
^place? None other than the former 
home minister, who was primarily 
responsible for maintaining law and 
order. Having failed to discharge his 
duty, he is promoted and continues 
to retain the home portfolio. Yet, the 
Prime Minister, at his press confer¬ 
ence states that the law and order 
situation is not the headache of the 
central government. “It is their prob¬ 
lem and they must deal with it,” he 
pronounced—presumably, in the 
best of federal traditions. But this is 
followed by the appointment of the 
peripatetic Julius Rebeiro as direc¬ 
tor general of police who, in his first 
public statement,confesses that he 
has been “sent by the centre” to sort 
out the law and order situation. Hard 
ort his heels flies Yogendra Makwa- 
na, union minister of state for health. 
He says that he is being deputed to 
Ahmedabad by the Prime Minister 
himself “to advise and assist” the 
, new chief minister in bringing nor- 
*>3 malcy to the state. The next day H.K. 
lOian, additional chief secretary, 
who was conducting negotiations 


******* 


with the striking government em¬ 
ployees is moved to the centre under 
orders from Delhi. Did you not say, 
Mr Prime Minister, that it was the 
state government’s problem? 

On matters of economic policy 
there were several similar faux pas. 
According to the Prime Minister, the 
earlier resource gap for the Seventh 
Plan had not ‘just disappeared,’ but 
was bridged after discussions with 
state governments who would be 
mobilising additional resources. This 
came just two days after the deputy 
chairman of the planning commis¬ 
sion admitted to a gathering of lead¬ 
ing economists that the resource con- 
strai.u vas serious but with “some 
hard decisions,” resources for a plan 
of Rs 180,000 crores could be mobil¬ 
ised. Obviously, Manmohan Singh 


Perbaps the media’s 
honesmiooii with our 
not-so<new Prime 
Minister is not yet over. 
One can only hope that 
the disillusionment, 
when it does come, will 
not be too late. In the 
meantime a thought to 
ponder over: If the press 
conference was indeed 
such a success why did 
IXmrdarshan not 
telecast it again? 


had not briefed the Prime Minister 
nor had the latter been told of the 
hnance minister’s statement of 4 
July. In an interview to a newspaper, 
V.P. Singh blamed the states for not 
having fulfilled their commitment to 
raise Rs 26,033 crores as their con¬ 
tribution to the Sixth Plan as the 
latest estimates indicated a figure of 
only Rs 19,261 crores. Clearly, the 
fin.ance minister did not share Mr 
Gandhi’s optimism about the states’ 
capacity for resource mobilisation. 

With great ‘confidence’ the Prime 
Minister told us that the first draft of 
the new education policy had been 
prepared and discussed and the final 
version would be placed before the 
nation in two months. The very next 
day, education ministry officials ex¬ 


pressed their total ignorance about 
any such draft. This was a direct 
contradiction of the Prime Minister’s 
statement. A piquant situation had 
developed. In a belated attempt to 
clarify the matter, Anand Swaroop, 
education secretary, issued a clar¬ 
ification on 9 July to say that the 
ministry was actually preparing a 
state-of-the-art report which would 
be ready in a few weeks. This only 
made matters worse and we are still 
left in doubt about the facts. Was this 
another one of Mr Gandhi’s ‘off-the- 
cuff’ remarks? If so, he had better 
roll up his sleeves and get his facts 
right before informing the public of 
what the ‘government which works 
faster' is actually up to. 

As if all this was not enough, the 
piece de resistance of the PM’s press 
meet came in reply to an inevitab!.? 
question: where does Mr Gandhi 
stand in the ideological spectrum? 
We were taken to hitherto un¬ 
fathomed depth of obscurity. Ideolo¬ 
gy was for the birds. ‘Right,’ ‘left,’ 
‘right-of-centre,’ ‘left-of-centre’ et al 
were meaningless positions. It was 
simply a matter of what was “good 
for thecountry.”Of course, the path 
charted by Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Indira Gandhi would be followed, but 
modified to present-day situations 
into a “dynamic package” that would 
take us into the 21st century. 
Perhaps Mr Gandhi had forgotten 
the economic policy resolution pas¬ 
sed by the AICCfl) only a few months 
ago. At the time it was commonly 
said that the last-minute inclusion of 
the objective of socialism was plain 
window-dressing. This was boldly de¬ 
nied by spokesmen for the Congres- 
s(I). Now Mr Gandhi has dismissed 
the matter as being irrelevant. So 
what is the truth? Even on fun¬ 
damental questions such as future 
directions for the country Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi seems not only confused but 
incapable of applying his mind 
seriously,which is in stark contrast to 
what his propagandists would have 
us believe. 

Having said all this one realises 
that these impressions do not tally 
with the newspaper accounts of this 
important press conference Perhaps 
the media’s honeymoon with ournot> 
so-new Prime Minister is not yet 
over. One can only hope that the 
disillusionment, when it does come, 
will not be too late. In the meantime 
a thought to ponder oven If the 
press conference was indeed such a 
success why did Doordarshan not 
telecast it again? After all the 
Washington Press Club meeting was 
telecast thrice—and that too at 
prime time. 
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Back to Jana Sangh? 

BfP moves away from ‘Gondhion Socialism' 


T he signs had become evident on that the 
the Ides of March itself when the between 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) presi- tegral 
dent, Atal Behari Vajpayee asked socialisn 
the party’s national executive, then documei 
meeting in Calcutta, to decide on the lished ii 
“fundamental question”—whether central 
the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, as the humanis 
party was known before its tenuous are all n 
merger with the Janata Party in' same the 
1977, should be revived. Although why the 
the executive ruled out a return of sary if t 
the former nomenclature, it became same mi 
clear four months later that Mr Va- insidei 
jpayee had but given vent to a strong javal U 
undercurrent in the party for the 
revival of “san^ism” ii not in name, ^ . 

at least in spirit. And it took another ^ 

meeting of the national executive sneciallv 
this time in Bhopal, to give express- ^ 
ion to this undercurrent by spelling nant tha 
out that henceforth integral human- . 
ism, and not Gandhian socialism, . 

would be the basic ideology of the ji 

tive of t] 

Interestingly, the term “integral 
humanism” had been coined by f ^ ; 

Deendayal Upadhyay, one of the Vaioave 
scholarly pioneers of the Jana Sangh, ^ 

in 196S and had sinde remained as ^ j 
the basic creed of the party. Gan- , 

dhian socialism had been adopted 
after the former Jana Sangh came 
out of the Janata Party in 1980 as a The st 
hangover of its Janata days when ists and 
just about everyone thought it the ^ai 
fashionable to swear by the tenets of characte 
Mahatma Gandhi. BJP leaders deny right sin 

BJP leaders Murii Manahar JaaM, Nangli Deshnakh 
Advanl and A.B. Vgliaqrac at the lint paUic 


that there is any basic difference 
between Deendayal Upadhyay’s in¬ 
tegral humanism and Gandhian 
socialism. They point out to a party 
document on economic policy pub¬ 
lished in 1980 where it is said “de¬ 
centralised economy, integral 
humanism and Gandhian socialism 
are all manifestations of one and the 
same theme.” But they fail to explain 
why the change was thought neces¬ 
sary if the concepts referred to the 
same manifestations. 

Insiders in the party say that Deen¬ 
dayal Upadhyay’s terminology was 
given the preference primarily be¬ 
cause of its emotive appeal among 
the party fundamentalists, its cadre, 
specially to those owing allegiance to 
the RSS. Such people, found it repug¬ 
nant that “socialism” should in any 
way be mentioned as the basic creed 
that the party was supposed to 
follow. It was also found to be evoca¬ 
tive of the disastrous path on which 
the party had been taken, these last 
few years, by the liberalism of Mr 
Vajpayee. Such liberalism had cast 
shadows of doubt on the hardliners 
and had been one of the primary 
reasons for the BJP’s stunted growth 
in the first half of the eighties. 

The struggle between the liberal- 
ists and the hardliners representing 
the ^ardcore RSS had been a 
characteristic feature of the BJP 
right since 1980. Muted in the beginn- 
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I ing, the criticism by the ‘hardcore’ 
had become increasingly strident af- 
i ter the Lok Sabha elections when the 
party had to be satisfied with merely 
two seats, the situation it faced when 
it had contested its first elections in 
1952. Stung by the mounting critic¬ 
ism, Mr Vajpayee had offered to. 
resign after the Lok Sabha elections, 
but had been asked to continue in 
view of the ensuing Assembly polls. 
However, the Assembly election re¬ 
sults could bring only little consola¬ 
tion as the party was routed in the 
two states where it considered itself 
tobe dominant —MadhyaPradeshand 
Himachal Pradesh. 

It was against the background of 
such reverses and criticism that the 
national executive of the party had 
appointed a 12 member working 
group to study the causes of the 
party’s decline in fortunes and sug¬ 
gest a plan of action for the next five 
years. The working group prepared 
and circulated an exhaustive ques¬ 
tionnaire to the party’s “prominent 
members” and was forced to suggest 
a return to the Jana Sangh ethos of 
“integral humanism” by the sheer 
magnitude of the respondents’ critic¬ 
isms. The plan of action has not been 
released by the party yet as the 
national executive which reviewed it 
in Bhopal on 19, 20 and 21 July, felt 
that it needed a feedback from its 
state and district units. But the sug¬ 
gestion of integral humanism has 
been accepted and once again the 
term coined by Deendayal Up¬ 
adhyay, the man who guided the 
destiny of the party till 1966 since 
the death of the founder president 
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, will be 
the beacon light for the BJP. 

The working group has made 
several other suggestions which are 
in keeping with the changed scenario 
of the country. These pertain to steps 
to demonstrate the party’s commit¬ 
ment to the scientific and technolo¬ 
gical developments, the working 
class, the farmers and the women. 
Cells to highlight the problems of the 
farmer and the working class (fronts 
on which the party, by all accounts, 
had done little hitherto), are to be set 
up. And the commitment to science 
and technology are to be first im¬ 
plemented by installing computers in 
the party’s central and state offices. 
However, the BJP is aware of the 
“dangers” that blind pursuit to scien¬ 
tific advancement brings—that of 
alienating Man from his society and 
nature—and will propagate integral 
humanism as the magic balm to sooth 
highstrung nerves which modernisa¬ 
tion is likely to cause. 
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Experts in C landestine Deals 

Two Canadians allegedly smuggled out 500 kg of uranium 


W hat were two mysterious Cana¬ 
dian experts doing in the prohi¬ 
bited areas of the Sonrai rock phos¬ 
phate projea in UP’s Lalitpur dis¬ 
trict last May? Did they smuggle out 
500 kgs of high grade uranium ore? 
And did the state government not 
take any action when the intelli¬ 
gence department informed it of 
their presence? These questions 
rocked the UP Assembly shortly af¬ 
ter the start of its budget session in 
July and have resulted in a demand 
for the ouster of the N. D. Tewari 
ministiy. 

The issue had been raised by the 
Janata Party MLA, Harsh Vardhan, 
much to the discomfiture of the state 
industries minister, Gopinath Dixit, 
who kept quiet throughout the pro¬ 
ceedings. If the allegations are 
proved correct, it would raise dis¬ 
turbing questions not only about the 
integrity of senior ministers and 
officers of the state industries de¬ 
partment and the UP state mineral 
development corporation 
(UPSMDC), but also about the secur¬ 
ity of the country in general and its 
atomic projects in particular. 

According to information collected 
by Mr Vardhan, the two Canadians, 
Chester Chinek and S. Srinivasan 
(who is of Indian origin), belonged to 
the firm, Metchem, and were in Son¬ 
rai to prepare a report on UPSMDC’s 
rock phosphate project. Their work 
was being funded by Canadian agen- 
'* cies with no cost at all to the UP 
government or the UPSMDC. They 
visited the area on two or three 
occasions during April and May this 
year. 

Suspicions arose as their visits and 
the nature of the deal between 
UPSMDC and Metchem were being 
hushed up. Not even the then district 
magistrate and superintendent of 
police in Lalitpur were officially in¬ 
formed of their presence. The local 
unit of the intelligence department 
learnt that they were snooping 
around, on its own and reported the 
matter to the DIG (CID) in Lucknow. 
A mining engineer associated with 
the rock phosphate project, K. N. 
Pande, was the first to inform them 
of this . He was promptly trans¬ 
ferred to a silica project at Sankar- 
garh near Allahabad—only adding to 
the suspicions. He is now wrongly 
being suspected of having“leaked the 
4 information” to Mr Vardhan. The 
i DM informed the home secretary and 
^ even when the sute government was 


officially aware of the foreigners’ 
presence, no action was taken. 

It is uncertain as to how correct Mr 
Vardhan’s claim that the Canadians 
smuggled out 500 kgs of uranium ore, 
IS. The state’s industry ministiy 
sources admit that the experts did 
take something, but it was probably 
rock phosphate and definitely far 
less than 500 kgs. However, it is not 
farfetched to say that Canada and its 
allies have more than a passing in¬ 
terest in India’s atomic energy prog¬ 
ramme, and, therefore, any informa¬ 
tion about the country’s uranium 
deposits would be of relevance. 

A uranium ore known as cafenite 
was found at Sonrai under the rock 


phosphate layer. According to stu¬ 
dies of samples from Sonrai’s (3ora, 
Pisnari and Tori East deposits, the 
uranium content of this ore is to the 
order of zero point one per cent 
which is considered relatively very 
high. Were the Canadians therefore, 
so interested in uranium that they 
were willing to carry out their 
ostensible job of preparing a report 
on the rock phosphate project, free? 

On the day that this question was 
raised in the Assembly the entire 
opposition was unanimous in deman¬ 
ding the resignation of Mr Dixit on 
the ground of dereliction of duty. 
However, opposition coordination 
being what it is, after that transient 
success in embarrassing the govern¬ 
ment, there was no further concerted 
attempt to unearth facts and bring 
the guilty, if any, to book Signifi¬ 
cantly, the government was silcn* 
even during the furore in the 
Assembly. 

Cumfr Ut, UKkuom 


Mahua’s Death: Mystery Deepms 


A few hours after Mahua 
Roychoudhury, Emigal’s lead¬ 
ing screen lady, succumbed to se¬ 
vere burn injuries at dhe Calcutta 
Hospital and Re^eardi Centre on 
22 July, the police have lodged a 
case of "unnatural death* with the 
Alipur police station (case diary 
number 64). The Critical Inves¬ 
tigation Department (CID) vdiich 
had been invesrigating the matter 
at the request of the superinten¬ 
dent of police, 24 Parpnns, KX 
Kaliya, and which had dosed all 
enquiries following Mabua’s state¬ 
ment to the police on IS July, tlmt it 
was an accident that caiH^ the 
injuries have revised their stimd 
and have decided to start btvest^ 
tions afresh. 

Mahua Roychoudhoiy was adoStc 
ted to the Calcutta Hospital add 
Researcji Centte shortly $tm uddr 
Uight on 12 July vdth 90 p«t cant 
bum injuries. Mahua% husband 
Tilak Cbakraborty told tiha doaors 
on duty dtat Mahua was tHunt whan 
the keroume stove on whi4> she 
was warmihg food, burst, to the 
early hourii of 22 July Mahua suc¬ 
cumbed to the mjurtes. > 

Did the police come acroffit defi¬ 
nite clues diat nccesritated the 
reopening of investigations? 
Though the directw general cd 
police insisted ^t tlsure was no¬ 
thing uncommon in sum a stand 
and timt what was bs^ cmrriai 
out were mere enqukiaa suRd Md 
ittvestigatioas, raHdite asMpaaa ^ 
....> 


dicate diat the till now have 
questioned more than a doSen film¬ 
stars, directors and producers. 
Moreover Hie CID is giving "ex- 
craodinary importance” to the first 
reports of die (dficer in charge of 
the Befaala police station where it 
was said that Mahua’s burns were 
not due tea stove burst. Even later, 
Mr Kaliya had told Sunday that he 
did not believe in die stove burst 
theory. 

Mahua’s post mortem report 
added substance to Mr Kaliya’s 
suspicion. In his report to the state 
government, forensic expert and 
medico- legal officer of the Momin- 

K ir morgue. Dr Ashoke Kumar 
Oitra, said that there were signs 
of "hmuatoma” (clotting of blood) 
on the back side and on the neck of 
iua. Such clottings usually 
when one is hit with a heavy 
The report also confirmed 
duit there was no poison in the 
UiSicemiof the victim. 

The police and the CID have 
Slapped up their investigations 
llfar since rids report was submit- 
i||d.t Apart from questioning the 
lUtatives and friends of the actress, 
dm police have also sent the stove 
and othm objects seized on 13 July 
from hbihua’s flat for forensic ex- 
nminatian. In addition they are in- 
tenrogadag persons who carried out 
jSnancial transactions with produc¬ 
ers an behalf of Mahua- 
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What Ails JIPMER? 


Threat to derecognise a premier medical institute 


W hen the Medical Council of In¬ 
dia (MCI) recommended the de¬ 
recognition of the Jawaharlal Insti¬ 
tute of Post Graduate Medical 
Education and Research (JIPMER) 
in Pondicherry, there was shocked 
disbelief. The 21-year-old institute, 
which had established an enviable 
reputation, is plagued by a host of 
maladies—bureaucratic wrangles, 
political indifference and mind 
boggling red-tapism. 

The reason why the MCI withdrew 
its recognition was that 45 posts of 
the teaching staff were lying vacant. 
At the request of the ministry of 
health, the MCI gave the authorities 
time till 30 June for the posts to be 
filled. But nothing happened. K. Sri- 
nivas Madhavan, president of the 
JIPMER students’ association told 
Sunday that the MCI’s decision was 
“unwarranted” and it clearly failed 
to take the overall performance of 
the institute and its contribution to 
health care and medical education 
into consideration. 

The JIPMER authorities were una¬ 
ware of the MCI’s moves and first 
learnt of what was afoot through 
newspaper reports. Dr O. P. Bharga- 
va, director of JIPMER, had initially 
dismissed it as “irresponsible yellow 
journalism.” The students, however, 
demanded a clarification from the 
director and even gheraoed him The 
more enterprising students also 
forced their way to the helipad to 
present a memorandum to Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi when he had 
gone there for an election tour. The 
PM asked them to see him in Delhi A 
delegation of students and resident 
doctors went to the capital in May 
and presented a detailed memoran¬ 
dum to the PM and snoke to thc- 
health ministry officials. They were 
of course fed on the usual bureaucra 
tic diet of “come tomorrow,” “we are 


looking into it,” “we shall take suit¬ 
able action,” “kindly submit a spe¬ 
cial report,” and so on. 

Unlike the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in New 
Delhi which is autonomous, JIPMER 
is run by the directorate of general 
health services (DGHS), which comes 
under the jurisdiction of the health 
ministry. It is, in fact, the only medic¬ 
al institute directly controlled by the 
union health ministry. Actually, even 
the most pessimistic JIPMER stu¬ 
dent realises that JIPMER can never 
be derecognised because the minis¬ 
try of health which is the only author¬ 
ity empowered to derecognise a 
medical institute, will not want to 
derecognise JIPMER when it would 
amount to admitting its own failures. 

All the same, the students of JIP¬ 
MER have condemned the attitude 
of the ministry. Dr A. Nandi, the 
general secretary of the JIPMER 
resident doctor’s association (JRDA), 
told Sunday, “Firstly, it throws us 
into the bracket of unrecognised 
medical colleges of dubious back¬ 
grounds, JIPMER plummets from its 
preeminent position of the best insti¬ 
tute of Its soit in South India. 
Secondly, it has already begun to 
affect the prospects of those students 
who are seeking admission to post 
graduate courses in other institutes.” 

It is very true that unless the MCI 
recognises the institute, the medical 
graduates from there can neither 
practise in states other than Tamil 
Nadu, nor apply for medical 
courses elsewhere, without an MCI 
certificate testifying that the insti¬ 
tute IS recognised by it. The British 
Medical Council, for instance, deals 
with the MCI and not with the union 
health ministry. So the MCI, despite 
being a pajier tiger in the eyes of the 
bureauciats, can, if it chooses to, do 
much damage to the students who 


are caught in the crossfire. 

On the other hand, the MCI has 
been helplessly watching the de¬ 
terioration in the medical standards 
as it is caught between the unscrupu¬ 
lous politicians and indifferent 
bureaucrats. Much of the MCI’s ire 
today stems from the longstanding 
humiliation it has suffered at the 
hands of the ministry of health. What 
rankles it is that till today the minis¬ 
try has never notified a derecogni¬ 
tion recommended by the MCI. 
These two bodies have traditionally 
been at loggerheads. Raj Narain and 
the MCI fell apart Over the issue of 
reservation and relaxation of eligibil¬ 
ity conditions for the SC and ST 
students. Narain vetoed the MCI’s 
objections with the result that even 
today there are states that admit SC 
and ST student.s with the incredible 
20 per cent marks in their school 
leaving examination. JIPMER stu¬ 
dents fear that the MCI might take 
the institute as a case in point to 
assort that it cannot always be bypas¬ 
sed and ignored with compunction. 

jlPMER’s problem of shortage of 
staff IS caused bv itsgeogi aphical loca 
tinn as well as red-tapism and 
buieaucratiL stalemate Even the 
simplest decisions on the institute 
have to be taken in Delhi. Moieover, 
the recruitment foi JIPMER, the 
Maulana Azad Mediial College and 
Ladv Hardinge Medual College is 
made from a tommon pool in Delhi 
called the central health -ervite 
(CHS) Whenever a petsori fiom the 
CHS is posted to Pondicherry, Ins 
first reaction invariably is to lobby in 
Delhi to see that he remains in the 
capital. 

When a vacancy arises, the direc¬ 
tor of JIPMER .sends a requisition to 
the DGHS which foiwards it to the 
ministry after scrutiny. Then the 
CHS section of the ministry decides 
whether it is to be a UPSC or a 
departmental promotion committee 
(DPC) selet non The CHS then sends 
a “draft recruitment” to the UPSC 
following which it advertises for the 
post. After this interviews are held 
and a selection list is drawn up. The 
list is sent to the health ministry 
which sometimes sends it to the 
DHMS for a “technical verification.” 
The ministry then issues an “offer of 
appointment” to the selected per¬ 
sons who can either accejit it or 
reject it. If they accept, “an order of 
appointment” is issued and the 
candidate is asked to join the insti¬ 
tute. Very often these candi¬ 
dates seek extensions for the dead¬ 
line for joining the institute. Should 
the candidate reject the “offer of 
appointment” the whole exercise is 
gone through all over again. 

AtiHt Pntgp, Madrmg 
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Communalism to the Fore 


Old problems for the new CM 

L ess than two weeks after Amar- t 
sinh Chaudhary was made chief ( 
minister of Gujarat, Ahmedabad wit- 1 
nessed yet another spell of commun- ] 
al violence. Trouble erupted less < 
than 48 hours after the army’s with- | 
drawal from the city. . 

In an unprecedented ^t^sture of j 
unanimity, the Gujarat Assembly has i 
called upon the Sovernment i 

to '‘mercilesslv put down com 
mutial violence al any cost.” The ; 
re.solution moved by the Janata party ( 
leadei C'hmianbhai Patel and Bhar i 
atiya Jan.tta Party leader Dr Suresh 
Mehta tecpiested the authorities to i 
become more ruthless. Patel said, “In i 
the past we have had occasions to ■ 
complain about police behaviour. We j 
want to .isssure the povernment and 
the police that we are with you in 
combatinp the evil of communalism.” 
Ischoinp their sentiments, chief | 

I ministei Chaudhary said that the > 
government was detei mined to end ^ 
communal stuff He asked the peo¬ 
ple to beai with the harsh measures 
being taken now bv the government 
as there was no othei option. Use of 
the Anti-terrorist Act passed in Par¬ 
liament in May this year, a massive 
crackdown on anti social elements 
undei the National Security Act and 
seiruie of property of all those 
absconcfing in connection with the 
noting, have been planned. The gov¬ 
ernment has promised to bring for¬ 
ward during this month, a bill to 
declare null and void all distress sale 
of land and property in the riot-hit 
urea.s by Muslims, after 19 March. 
The government has warned the peo¬ 
ple that It would impose a tax on 
people living in worst affected areas, 
if the situation did not improve in the 1 
next few days 1 

While the state's politicians have < 

unitedly declared that the con- < 

tinuing .strife in the border state is I 

posing a grave danger for the coun- 1 

try. no firm evidence is available as < 

to why communal violence erupted i 

on 17 July. No plausible explanation t 

was given even by the police offi¬ 
cials. The army had been on duty in < 

Ahmedabad continuously since 16 i 

April and was in charge of law and i 

order in the walled city from It May. i 

Even during the presence of troops, i 

communal violence had broken out I 

occasionally, the most noteworthy I 

incidents having taken place on 20 
June, the day of the rath yatra. ] 
The presence of the army had only 

tutm \m 


temporarily ended the trouble be¬ 
tween the two communities in areas 
like Dariyapur.Kalupur and Jamal- 
pur. But the problems still existed. 
Since the early days of June, a num¬ 
ber of crude and sophisticated bombs 
started exploding in the walled 
areas. Illegally held firearms were 
also being brought into the city and 
used during the communal clashes. 
The BJP has claimed that there are 
7,000 unlicensed firearms in Ahme¬ 
dabad but searches by the police and 
the army have been almost futile. 
This has given rise to the speculation 
that information about an impending 
search for arms was being leaked by 
someone in the administration to the 
anti-.social elements. 

According to a number of people, 
“outsiders” are behind the troubles. 



Amarsiith Chaudhary; troubled tiinc.s 

But this, as the chief minister has 
himself pointed out, is toi> farfetched 
an argument. Even if outsiders had 
entered the city, they would still 
have to be sheltered by the local 
population. Some members of the 
opposition have started .seeing a fore¬ 
ign hand, presumably that of Pakis- 
ta’i, in the clashes. 

According to others, violence 
erupted because the surpres.sedanger 
and hostility of the people, which 
could not be expressed while the 
army was deployed, burst forth. The 
army’s role could not be stretched 
further because, as a young officer 
told Sunday, “The army can control 
violence, but it cannot control the 
passions of the people.” It is believed 
that there was an attempt to harass 


Julio Rebeiro, the new director 
general of police. According to 
sources, the dons of Bombay fi- j 
nanced the local goondas to spread' 
communal trouble to bring disrepute 
to Rebeiro. This was even stated in 
the Gujarat Assembly by opposition! 
members. The chief minister then 
said that Rebeiro was competent' 
enough to take care of such things, 
although he could not say if the 
Bombay mafia was involved. 

The local underworld figures do 
seem to be angry with the police. In 
the past months, the police have 
demolished many illicit liquor dens' 
in the city putting scores of them oiit ' 
of business More than 1,000 people' 
had been rounded up. The crack¬ 
down had taken place 24 hours aftef 
the second Solanki ministry was 
sworn in in March, following th? 
death of 24 persons by liquor poiion- 
ing in Ahmedabad. When the dens 
were raided and people rounded up, 
a large number of people became 
jobless. They are now getting back at 
the police. 

Even though all the political par 
ties have now closed then ranks 
behind the government, there is lit¬ 
tle doubt but no concietc proof that 
politicians and then lumpen suppor- 
'ters were involved in the communal 
trouble in March and April this yeai 
In June, the government was forced 
to detain under the NSA. a formei 
Congre.ssi I) legislator, Mohammed 
Hussein Barejia and in the wake of 
the latest trouble, some mote local 
Congres.s(l) leaders including two' 
members of the Ahmedabad Muni¬ 
cipal Corporation. The government' 
has invoked the Anti terrorist Act 
which provides foi heavy punish¬ 
ment to the guilty. In the second half 
of July, the police unearthed a fac¬ 
tory making crude bombs within the 
Duclheshwar area of Ahmedabad and 
smashed a similar operation in 
Himatnagar where sophisticated de¬ 
vices like detonatots and gelatine 
could be manufactured. 

The sense of insecurity in Ahmeda¬ 
bad for the past five months has 
increased recently because of fresh 
communal violence Although many 
parts of the city are no longer undeh 
curfew, roads are usually deserted in 
the evenings. Women too. are being 
attacked with knives by goondas. Mr 
Chaudhary has tackled the anti¬ 
reservation agitation rather success 
fully. A splinter group of the agita¬ 
tors has been trying to keep alive the 
stir but its efforts have not met witm 
much success. The indefinite strike 
by government employees over the 
roster system has also been con¬ 
tinuing without immediate signs of 
settlement. 

TiMhw Bhatt, Mmattabad 
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accountants lawyers and builders to motor 
mechanics machine operators and drivers of 
heavy vehicles And the Heavy Risk category 
which covers more dangerous professions/ 
occupations - from miners jockeys circus 
personnel and mountaineers to electricians 
working on high tension lines 


TABLE 

NORMAL RISK 

HEAVY RISK 


Per thousand 

Per thousand 


fls 

Rs 

1 QmIIi only 

0 60 

0 90 

II Death anil Parmanent disablement 



|lotal/|iartial) 

125 

190 

III Death Permanent disablement 



(tatal/partialj and temporary 
total disablament 

2 00 

3 00 


The Policy also pays- 

Medical expenses arising out of an accident 
up to 10% of the capital sum insured or 25% 
of the admissible claim amount whichever is 
lower And the Family Package Cover has 
been designed to provide benefits to you your 
wife and children at a discount of 5% on the 
overall premium So cover yourself with Personal 
Accident Insurance It takes care of you when 
you need it most 

For more details please contact any one of our 
subsidiaries 

National Insurance Company Limited 
The New India Assurance Company Limited 
The Oriental Insurance Company Limited 
United India Insurance Company Limited 


GENERAL INSURANCE 
CORPORATION OF INDIA 

At your service forever 




BOOKNEWS 




Calcutta Lives 

T here are books which 
bring Pavlovian tears 
to the eyes or mercilessly 
gnaw at the conscience 
But Dominique Lapierre’s 
500-page City of Jov, 
which remained comfort 
ably on top of the best 
seller list in Fiance in 
April, does both The 
effect continues long alter 
the last tear has dropped 
Cheques in the hundreds 
have been sent to the au 
thor for the home of the 
children of lepers which 
he helps support in Cakut 
ta (One couple, about to 
marry, even asked their 
friends to send cheques 
for the home instead of 
giving wedding presents to 
them ) The book, half fact, 
half fiction, is the story ol 
Anand Nagar, a slum col 
ony in Calcutta with 
60,000 inhabitants, mans 
of them lepeis The mam 
characters of this story 
(which IS, above all, one of 
love in the large sense of 
the word and hope, de 
spite the indescribable 
hell and misery in which it 
takes place) are Paul Lam 
bert a French pi lest. Max 
Loeb, a young American 
doctor, Hazari Pal.a rick 
shaw puller whom drought 
and poverty forced to mi 
» grate to the miracle city 
ftom his patched faim 

Anlndophile’s 

Delight 

A brilliant collection of 
photographs, facts 
and features on India's 
many facets—scenic, 
cultural, economic, politic 
dl and histoi 1C— fndia has 
been published bv Media 
Transasia in association 
with Alt India, specially 
for the Festival of India in 
the USA A book that will 
be naturally difficult to 
obtain. It IS the Indophile’s 
delight, with articles on 
such a wide range of sub 
lects as Varanasi, Indian 
dance, natural history, tex 
tiles, Carnatic music, rural 
Bengal, India's economic 
self-reliance, the green re¬ 


land m West Bengal, and 
Bandona, a young 
Assamese nurse These un 
known people are also 
saints, like Mother Teresa 
Mother Teresa is not a 
dramatis persona of the 
book, she is, however, un 
doubtedly its inspiration 
Calcutta IS, according to 
Lapierre, a city of saints 
“In the hean of this hell I 
find more heroism, more 
love, more haring, more 
loy and finally, more 
happiness than in many 
cities in our rich oc< ident 
Above dll I discover that 
this inhuman city has the 
magic powei to fabricate 
saints ’ writes the au 
thor (Calcutta, the bell 
tolls not foi thee yet) 
Mellifluous and at times 
too smooth Lapierre’s pi o 
se might be, but he has 
ac hieved a miracle he has 
not described the poor and 
miserable from above— 
i ondescension is conspi 
cuous bv Its absence The 
author, who is at heart a 
reporter and a chronicler 
of till times, has sue 
cceded in getting under 
the skin of his characters 
I or instani e the passages 
on the obseivations of 
Ha/an Pal the rickshaw 
pulUi when he sees a taxi 
metci toi the first time 
“What I saw*in the meter 
box seemed so extraordin 
di\ that I could not tear 



volution ait, cinema, the 
fieedom stiuggle and a 
chapter on (landhi anc’ 
Nehru Among the author> 
are luminaries like S Du 
Ion Ripley. Norman Boi 
laug, Gita Mehta, L K 



Dominique Lapierre. popular 


my eyes away—as the car 
moved, every five or six 
seconds, a new figure 
would appeal on the 
metei I could see rupees 
falling into the pocket of 
the driver Only the god 
Vishwakarma could have 
invented such a machine 
A mai hint which manu 
factored rupees and made 
the man who owned it 
richer eveiy few 
seconds '' Lapierie has 
also plunged head on into 
the world of lepeis—no 
doubt shown the way by 
his “saints”—but his de 
scnptions arc riveting, the 
lepers are peisonages and 
Lapierre is a master story 
teller One of the telling 
incidents is about a mid 
die aged lepei who wants 
to marry the wife of 
another leper in Anand 


Jha, B K Nehiu Aehudi 
Menuhin Piipul lasakar 
and Haiiv Baines, the foi 
mer US ambassador to In 
dia The book piovides the 
Amern an an insight into 
neat It vetything India is, 
Ol has become, famous 
foi—thi intruate patterns 
of her art lorrns her 
beautiful places and peo 
pie and hei rapid stiides 
of economic and agticultu 
tal development To the 
foicigner, the facts aie 
surprising enough “In 
dia,” reads an at tide, “is a 
laige countiy with a 
population of 710 million 
and a per capita income of 
the Older of Rs 2,000 per 
year We have about 400 
million people who cannot 
lead and write " But 


Nagar When the French 
priest appears shocked at 
this tiespass, the leper, 
Anwar, explains, quite 
logically, his reasons In 
this world there aie no 
rules, no religion 
Lapierre, who probably 
thinks in images (some of 
the books co authored 
with Collins have been 
filmed) IS also at his effec 
tive best when he juxta 
poses Calcutta’s pam 
pered bhadra lok with the 
lepers Max, the doctoi 
sun of a millionaiic who 
works with the lepers 
steps briefly into tne 
world of the i ich at a pan y 
in one of the 19th century 
mansions of a Calcutta 
socialite where the band 
alternated Gilbert and 
Sullivan and the American 
Swing Savs Max “It was 
deliciously retro I »x 
pected at any moment to 
see the Viceroy and 
Vicerene of India step out 
of a white Rolls Rovee, 
escorted bv the Bengal 
Lancers ” But instead of 
the Bengal lancers the 
French priest comes to 
take him to the busload of 
lepers who had an ived for 
treatment Right there m 
the streets, with no anaes 
thesia, Max amputes a 
limb, the leper clinging to 
a young sistei of chanty— 
the only pain killei avail 
able 



theie IS hope vet the book 
spells out plans foi the 
spread of literacy, and 
boasts of an agiicultural 
1 evolution of epic propoi 
tions 


•UHMT 4-10 Augun ises 
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brings you an elegant range of 
low-cost Decorative Luminaires. 





B)GL 240 




. »T# 


'% r ^ ^ n 


BJL 240 



Veisatile lightinq ‘-y^tem', designed foi 
eniveisnl indoo' applKation>= created to 
hcitmonise with any arcliitoctuial feature 
and intCMOi decor in offices bank>-, show 
looms etc 

Ba|a| o‘fer o total intec^ioted I'ghting 
servce tiom the designing to the 
electrification ond in/allation of lighting 


fittings on a turnkey basis for any 
indooi/ouldoor location 
' oi details write to 
Lighting Pro|ect Seivices 
Ba| 0 | aectricals Limited 
45-47 Veer Norimon Rood 
Bombay 400 023 

FICCi'k Message: Insist on 
purity and right weight. 




The lighting people since 1938. 
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SPOTLIGHT 


RajanrsWoes 

W ho do people of Bo.n 
bay identify with 
most these days’ Not Sunil 
(<avaskai oi Padmini 
Kolhapure but Pnya Ten 
dulkat the pretty crusader 
of the TV serial Rajani 
Whethei it is a pioblem 
with tht gas dealer taxi 
driveis 01 goveinment run 
hospitals Priva(asRaiani) 
IS now the Bombaywallah’s 
1 riend in need i um 
I layoutit( heioiiie But foi 
all her popularity Priya’s 
playwlight lathtr Viiay 
1^ 1 1 ridulkar wiM not allow 

I het aloni in a taxi ‘ 1 re 
tcntd a lew anonymous 
I calls at odd hours of the 
' night horn people claim 
me to bt taxi diivers and 
I sintt thtv had somt nasty 
thiips to sa\ m\ parents 
dccidid that 1 should not 
I go lot shooting assign 
ment ilont in a taxi Of 
tout SI n IS not tiue that 1 
Ian d pt rsonal harassment 
Itoni ii\i diivds as one 
tsti'ingci ipioted me as 


saying They made that all 
up ” 

Pnya is no newcomer 
to public adulation She 
had begun her career in 
films as a child bride in 
Ankut and has won sever 
al awards for her perform 
ances in Marathi and Gu 
jarati films Pnya who has 
even acted in a Kannada 
film IS presently working 
in five Hindi films besides 
the popular TV serial Rd 
;ani for Basu Chatterjee 



Pnya Tendulkai a rough ride’ 


First Class Honour 


S uresh Jindal is a man 
of many firsts He first 
got Satyajit Ray to make 
his first Hindi him, Shat 
ranj ke Khtlan and then, 
CO produced the first big 
international co 
production Gandhi Jin 
dal was recently made 
Chevalier dans L’ Ordte 
des At fs et Lettres, an hon 
our so fai bestowed on 
verv tew Indians “Why 
JindaP” one would ask It 
could be because Shan an i 
ke Khilari was recently 
shown on Prtnch televi 
siOn and it ran toi weeks 
in cinema halls in Pans 
But It was Attenbor 
ough’s epic Gandhi which 
roused the liench in 
tertst Two of Jindal s 
films will be screened in 
the Indian film festival in 
October at the prestigious 
Georges Pompidou centie 
in Pans as part of the Yeai 
of India in liance Shat 
ran] will featuie in the 
Ray retrospective and Sai 


Paranjpe’s Katha in the 
section for women film 
makers Jindal is over 
joyed because France is 
the country of both “re 
volution and cinema ”*!Af 
ter all we must not forget 



Suresh lindal a step ahead 


that France gave birth to 
cinema The Lumiere 
brotheis in fact, 

came to India before they 
went to mans other coun 
tiics says this Fran 
cophile 


Cinema Laureate 


O tht I (.ouiitiics have 
poet lauicates India 
has Us ciiuma laiiieate 
Well ing the iclluioid 
Cl own these tlays is Shyam 
f Bern gal who after dis 
covering ievolution in 
films through his sensitive 
poitraval of luia' India in 
Ankui \j',hdni and Man 
than has now be i n chosen 

I Nine Wise Men 


/ 


i ndi 1 sli )\\s the wa\ 
a, nil Nine liuli in scit n 
I tilts iMic leciriilv hon 
I oiiied witli the IN Pies 
ideiilnl doling llivtstiga 
loi aw lids !()i then eon 
liihuiion to seieiue and 
Ie e li nolo„\ The i ee i 
' pients R Cliellappa (. S 
Ragliuendia \iia\ Mit 
III Piamoii P Khai 
coin k II lanusP Seihna 
Sii'ii I Sill t sh C 11 IV am 
I ivapiakasli S Siiankaia 
Sastiv and Niiish \ Ilia 
koi will gel giants ot ui>to 
100 000 elolldis ^aih Ihtv 
all beloni to Amt I lean 
univtisilits whtic tliev 

agPOAV 4 10 AuliUt 98S 





Shvani Hiiugdlwilh ai tress Sreela Ma/iinidur mu wave IV ' 


to film Jawdharldl Nehru’s 
classic Discovery ot India 
foi TV He has also been 
asked to direct a 1\’ series 
which will reflect the giant 
railway organisation in a 
more kindly light than the 
continuing Salarnama Be 
negal had eaititd his spuis 
earlier with a three hour 
film on Nehru, lointlv pio 
duced by India and the 
USSR 


have been itseaiching 
and shaie an inieitst in 
piLScnt dav needs and 
possibilities Sastiv loi in 
stance IS in the piiHcss ol 
adaptint lobotics to tut 
lighting systems deep st i 
piosptcting waste dispos 
al and monitoiing and the 
micioeleetio lies industiv 
I am intei-“sted in the 
piagmatic aspects of 
machine intelligence he 
savs Asked it a lobot 
could be designed and 
piogiamniid to inspect 
hazardous i ii d ii s 1 11 a I 
plants like the one at 
Bhopal he said Abso 
lutelv ’ N V Thdkoi is 
w(liking on a pot table mic 


roeomputci system to 
monitoi tardiae patients 
His oilei pioiect involves 
analv ing and mapping 
biain signals thiough flu 
FEG in oidei to diaw out 


I map ot tht th'ctiual 
atiivirv in tht human 
brain llie seientists 

wtit honouied bv tht 
National Scientt I ounda 
lion INA 






VARIETY/Scilncl 




Outwitting them AH 

S ome male garter- r- 

snakes impersonate 
their female counterparts 
to distract amorous rivals, 
ai cot ding to two zoologists 

of the University of Texas, , JE,, ^ 

USA They said the ploy— ' 

which is known as female 
mimiciy and has been 

noted in other species, - 

mainly fish—was probably a way of gaming better access 
to the female reptiles At garter snake mating time, one 
female may draw from ten to 100 males mto-a slithering 
tangle of snakes No matter how big the mating ball, as it 
IS called, only one male succeeds in drawing the female’s 
attention The zoologists, Robert T Mason and David 
Crews, discovered that 14 per cent of garter-snake 
mating balls had no female snake but instead had one 
male that was pioducing the female pheromone, a 
substance which attiacts the male snakes They found 
that when these impersonators, which they dubbed 
“she males,” were piesent, they distracted the other 
males and had a better chance of mating with the real 
female reptile 


Exploding the Myth 

T he lull moon has been considered from ancient times 
to be a cause of lunacy and an incitement to lunatic 
behasiour However, Nicholas Sanduleak, an astronom 
er at Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland 
refutes this theory To back his claim, he has cited data 
on homicidal assaults ranging over a period of ten years 
He says that day today fluctuations in the assault rate 
do not show anv con elation with the lunar cycle Arnold 
Liebei an adsocate of the old theory, asserts that 
moon Jinked “biological ties” influence emotions If this 
were true, the most marked effect would be observed 
w'hen the moon’ tidal pull is reinforced by the sun’s, 
but ev(‘n then, there is no correlation with the assault 
tatt, writes Sanduleak in The Skeptical Inquiret, a 
louinal on paranoimal ph^omena However, he did 
confiim that homicidal assaults were much more likely 
on weekends and during the months 

ot luh and August 


The Olfactory Connectioii 


R esearchers at the In 
stitutt ol Ueimatology 


■'A stitutt ol Ueimatology 
in I iigland have lound a 
common link between 

svNeatv feet and cheese ® 

thev have detected that ^ 

the odoui emitted by both 

aie simiiai because of the 

piesence ot ceitain oigan 

isms While smelly feet are -- 

infected with an oiganism called brevibactenum 
epideimt'!, its close cousin, bievibactenum Iineus, is 
added to milk duimg cheese making Moisture is the 
c lue to the smell in both cases The former thrives on the 
pioteins in the skin in damp conditions and the latter 
feeds on milk proteins foi its sustenance The byproduct 
of these processes is a chemical methanethiol and that is 
what IS responsible for the distinctive smell, they say 


Circuitirig Radio Static 

D isturbances over the h 

radio can be vers iiii 
tating for the ear Very 
often FM (frequency mod 

ulation) signals also fade Q F- * 

in and out while one is ^ 

listening to his or her §1^'^- ~ 
favourite station Parsec 
Electronics'USA) has come 

out with a new amplifier --- 

ot antenna which will bring music without these distuib 
ances It is a slender looking obelisk shaped Italian 
import and thwarts the wayward signals effectively 
Besides having a built in amplifier to boost radio fre 
quencies it also nas a special compuitt < hip designed by 
Piergiorgio Radaelh, an electronic engitu ei tiom Milan 
This computer solves the complc x lumbling created by a 
broadcast phenomenon known as multipathing, which 
happens when a station’s signals bounce ofl buildings, 
mountains, the lonospheic and even waiei 

Closing in on Insects 

S cientists hast dcciloptd t svsum that can dttcii 
Catibbean tiuit fl\ laivit in giapetiuit loquai 
guava and papaya withoui d niiagiiig the tiuit The 
system amplifies and bioadcasts the noises made by the 
chewing larvae Di [( Webb who dt yised the system, 
said it was so sensitive tint it lould detect a single 
dav old larva of the maggot in a pi.ipefriiii 


Traumas Can Cause Migraine 

D f Joseph Blau a British ricuiologist has pioposed a 
new theory on the cause cif migiaine attacks He 
wondered why individuals who suffei from migraine, do 
not usually get their fust attack till the age erf ten if not 
^0 Now he believes that indniduals with a family 
history ol the disease, stay migiaiiit fiee until a ttauma 
tic event initiates the first attack brorn then on, attacks 
can be sparked off bv small things such as exc itcment or 
skipping a meal 


Keeping Tabs on Pollution 


1 11 England a helium 
filled balloon floating 40 


■ filled balloon floating 40 / sh \ 

kms above the earth has 'fX 

lecently loweri-d a pack \ .'J!j 

age of instruments into y 

ratified gases of the stra 1^’ 

tosphere to measure the 

concentration of the ozone j 

layer The equipment was i 

suspended on a 12 km long -’-1—i i 

cable made of a filament of ktiJji It wa^ lowered for 
periods of three and a hall hours before being reeled in 
Such forays are intended to help unravel the factors that 
influence the complex sei les of chemical icactions in the 
ozone lavei This lavei pi events the damaging levels of 
ultiaviolet radiation fiom reaching the earth’s surface 
But the invasion ot man made material into the stiatos 
phere is feaied to have denuded the ozone layer 
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VARIETY/Sundaywffx 


ARIES (15 Apriu.14 May) This 
Qood week anri you 
^ should bp circumspect r ail 

your dealing ProfoSaionals 
iMsffiBrM should avoid aiqumpnls with 
their superiors while busines- men should 
deal with then customer- diplomatically 
Keep a strict watch on youi health and d et 
as there are chances that you may sudden 
ly fall ill Your financial prosper ts are not all 
that bright Avoid pleasure tr p- thi week 
Good dates 4 6 and 8 
Lucky numbers 3 4 ard s 
Favourable direction North west 


BCGINNIKG 4 AUGUST 1985 BY AMRITLAL 

LEO (15 August>-14 Septem- 
iO bar) this IS a week of mixed 

fortunes Domestic problems 
will bother you but with a bit 
21/iESiQaJ of tact you can overcome 
I them Professionals are warned not to get 
into unnecessary arguments with their su- 
1 periors However the phase is good for 
businessmen some of you will bag lucra 
I live deals This is also a good week for 
marriage negotiations 
Good dates 5 6 and 7 
Lucky numbers 1 2 and 7 
I Favourable direction South-east 


Q£I7|^ RAGITTARiUS (15 December— 
14 January) This is ar ex 
tremely good phase for lov 
ers to realise their marriaae 
HaSanS plans Businessmen should 
check dll documents before finalising 
deals Professionals are likely to be criti 
cised by their employers Your health will 
add to your worries Things art noi all that 
bright on the hometront A letter will bring 
pleasant surprises towards the weekend 
Good dates 5 9 and to 
Lucky numbers i 5 and 9 
Favourable direction North 


TAURUS (15 May—14 June) 

Protess onals esurr-iHi^ 
tho-e i rnpioyed r the lov 
ernment -.ector w II In nelil 
from th--lurky pha^e Ths ^ 
also a good per od for k ide-n rr ind 
businessmen do nol wj'-'e thr ipp ii'm 
lies that tome your wiy Dorifttit ntc 
to seek favour* from nfluriita ri^rson 
However your f n jnc al prt sr erl iie m' 
very bright avoid 'peccii'ii*- 
Good dates r a md n 
Lucky numbers 4 b inj t 
Favourable direction 9ourh 


VIRGO (15 September—14 
gra October) This is not a good 
S week for lovers avoid argu 
ments and misunderstand 
/<giC i ?\J mgs with your beloved The 
stars dn not shine very brightly on the 
f iiancial front On the domestic front some 
one may suddenly fall sick adding 

ti your worries Avoid undertaking plea¬ 
sure tops this week Businessmen should 
guard against deception 
Good dates 8 9 and 10 
Lucky numbers 2 3 and 4 
Favourable direction West 


(IS January—14 
[ I February) A tivourable week 

C Cl romance On the profes 

aiTi^« sional front th ngs will brig , 
^ en up Those hoping for a 
promotion will get it But be care'ul in 
dealing with youi superiors ci those n 
authority Guard against decepton Yojr 
family life will be peaceful T owards the end 
of the week there will be a pleasant 
surprise Children will do well n slud e* 
Good dates 4 6 and 7 
Lucky numbers 6 7 and 8 
Favourable direction Eaot 


GEMINI (IS June—14 July) 

J Th wef k ha^ a lot ot i /i e 
® i ment in store for poitsmcn 

I iyi honours will r leyiur 
way Th s IS J good wees tor 
love and matrmomi illiances li s aiso 
(dvourable tot tho'e ir seiv c e i pr > nc t or 
cannot be lul^d out However bus les 
men shoulo re'rain fiom taking hasw k i 
sions The week(>nd will ktep you bu'y 
with social engagements 
pGood dates 5 7 and 9 
Lucky numbers 5 6 and 7 
Favourable direction Last 


LIBRA (IS October—14 
November) If you are in love 
and willing to get married this 
c the opportune time Pros 
pects are also bright for 
bugnessmen and professionals Artists 
ana sportsmen are likely to win rare bon 
ours The domestic front will remain inspir 
nq However avoid unnecessary argu 
ini'nts You will be busy with social en 
qaqements but do not overstrain yourself 
Good dates 5 9 and 10 
Lucky numbers 1 5 and 9 
Favourable direction North-east 


AQUARIUS (IS February—14 
March) This wei k you wiH bo 
undei a lot f mei 'al preSo 
ure So relax and Irv 'o take t 
easy Exercise c uiion n all 
your dealings You should be tight f ■'teci r 
financial affairs Be prepared 1c r delays ino 
obstacles that mav hinder progios, 1 u 
may tall ill One of voui neai one^ may be 
indisposed and you will incur heav\ ev 
penses on that account 
Good dates 5 7 and 8 
Lucky numbers 1 4 and s 
Favourable direction West 


lyi ^^ CANCER (15 July—14 August) 

If you intend to gel married 
this IS the opportune lime 
Sportsmen will come out with 
BlffTiitriffl flying colours in competi 
lions Your financial prospects will soar 
some of you may gam money through 
unexpected source*^ Professionals and 
businessmen will make steady progress 
You will be united with a long lost friend A 
pleasure trip is in the offing 
Gaud dates 6 8 and to 
Lucky numbers 4 5 and & 

Favourable direction North 


SCORPIO (15 November-14 
December) This is not a good 
week lor professionals who 
will come In for severe critic 
ism from 'heir employers 
Businessrnen should be carefui while deal 
ing with their cuslomers However lovers 
and those intending to get married will find 
this period favourable Disputes regarding 
property will be resolved in your favour A 
pleasure trip is in the jffing 
Good dates 7 8 and 9 
Lucky numbers' 2 3 and 6 
Favourable direction South-west 


rvi* .-v PISCES (15 March—14 April) 

This IS not a good week for 
lovers The prole-.sional front 
IS also discouraging some of 
you may have to quit your 
)Obs Enemies will be active during th s 
phase However some cM you w It ga n 
money through inheritance A p leasure tr p 
towards the end of the week w i piove 
financially profitable Jobs are m the eft nq 
for those unempK yed 
Good dates 4 8 and 10 
Lucky numbers 3 6 and 9 
Favourable direction South 


For Ibose bom between 15 August to 14 Soptember; 

You exude royal diqmty and high spirits in your manner and outward appearance A pleasant and raaiaiinq |oy of I fi 
revolves around your whole existence People born during this penod always hanker tor the company ot at stocrats 
and elitea and have a great desire to occupy a prominent place among them You are occasionally moody and dill cult 
to cope with However your good mood is characterised by hearty loyousness and regal hospitality Sometimes you 
can be exceedingly possessive and susceptible to flattery You are essentially of a generous bent ot mind and often 

shower lavish gifts on your friends and relatives 


auNMv «-<0 isan 
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This India 



BELGAUM: Mistaken identities can 
sometimes cause pleasant surprises. 
And so it happened in the taluk head¬ 
quarters town of Gadhinglaj, across 
the Karnataka border in Maharashtra, 
when the pilot mistook the town for 
Sankeswar where he was to land his 
helicopter. More surprising was the 
fact that the chief minister of Karnata¬ 
ka, Ramaknshna Hegde and his 
Andhra Pradesh- counterpart N. T. 
Rama Rao. should alight from the 
aircraft. Hundreds of people rushed to 
meet the VIPs. Both the chief minis¬ 
ters. unaware that they had landed at 
the wrong place, were pleasantly sur- 
I prised at the sight of the cheering 
crowds. It took about ten minutes for 
the VIP party to fly back to Sankeswar 
after obtaining directions. The CMs 
attended the silvei jubilee function of 
a cooperative sugar factory —The Hin¬ 
du (G.S Miirthy, Bangalore) 

TRIVANDRUM: The magistrate sits 
on a chair placed over a kitchen’s 
cooking slab and the lawyers on 
wooden planks used for cutting veget¬ 
ables. Exhibits connected with cases 
are piled up in the lavatory. This is the 
plight of the magistrate’s court in 
Varkala, described as a “kitchen 
court” by Varkala Radhakrishnan 
CPl-M MLA in the Kerala Assembly 
recently. The home minister Vya- 
lar Ravi, admitted that the court had a 
space problem as it was in an outhouse 
but added that steps were being taken 
to construct a new building for the 
court —The Statesman fArun Gupta, 
Calcutta) 

HYDERABAD Junior doctors at the 
Gandhi Hospital here dispensed with 
their stethoscopes for sometime, and 
took to broomsticks to register a novel 
protest in support of their demands. 


VARIETY 


About 100 junior doctors swept the 
floors of the hospital premises taking 
senior doctors and the hospital staff by 
surprise. They were protesting against 
their being treated on par with the 
class four employees in the state. The 
government’s offer to raise the stipend 
from Rs 500 to Rs 550 was “nothing 
but treating the honoured medical 
profession on a lesser footing than the 
class four employees,” a spokesman 
for the House Surgeons’ Association 
said —The Deccan Herald (M. R. Jaya 
Prakash, Bangalore) 

MANGALORE: An invitee to a mar¬ 
riage at a temple in Mangalore ended 
up marrying the bride, while a police 
sub-inspector who came to arrest the 
would-be bridegroom performed the 
kanyadaan. The bridegroom did not 
turn up di the scheduled auspicious 
hour fearing arrest, as he was already 
married and had two children. His first 
wife, on learning about his plans to 
marry again, lodged a complaint with 
the police Sub-inspector Santappd 
who reached the marriage venue to 
arrest the groom peiformed the rites 
when 30-year-old Taranath offered to 
marry the bride —The Economic Times 
(.Suresh Namboodiri, Patna) 

TIRUCHI: A novel demonstration was 
held by the Tiruchi District Consumers 
Council recently, to highlight the 
plight of two-wheeler users who are 
unable to comply with the directive of 
the government to wear crash helmets 
in view of their shortage. Also protest 
ing against the alleged police harass¬ 
ment of the helmet-rule violatois, ab¬ 
out ten members of the council “wore” 
mud pots on their heads Mr V 
Muthuvelan, president of the council 
said that helmet dealers were quoting 
fancy prices for the helmets and 
pointed out that the government 
should take a pragmatic attitude while 
imposing this rule .—Indian Express 
(B. Meenakshi Sundaram, Trichy) 


REWARI: It seems that the examina¬ 
tion branch of Maharshi Oayanand 
University makes no distinction be¬ 
tween biology and mathematics. It has 
preferred to write mathematics in¬ 
stead of biology on a certificate recent¬ 
ly awarded to Anju Chodhary, a stu¬ 
dent of Government College, Gurgaon 
wdio appeared in the pre-medical ex¬ 
amination of MDU in April. Her roll 
number was 43851. The university’s 
inefficient functioning is evident from 
the fact that the MDU staff thoroughly 
checked the certificate before de¬ 
spatching it—The Tribune (S.S.Jass- 
wal, Patiala) 


Without Comment 



II the opposition is so Iriondlv 
with the Akalis. why don't tlios 
•isk the Akalis to dilute the 
An.indpui Sahili Resolution with 
in the Ifamewoik ol the C'oiisniu 
tion so that the pioblem t.r. lie 
lesohed-'—Ra|u Gandhi, diiiwi ] 
his electoial camii.iign tot the 
Lok Sabha elections, quoted 
in Business Siandanl 

rile [lei lod ot t Old I rintal ion is 
ovei—Sant l.ongowal, .ilti i sign 
mg the Puiiiab accoid in Ihe 
Times Ol India 

We pi ay that fiom today the his- | 
tory of Punjab will once again be 
written in gold, not in blood— 
Editorial in The Telegraph, .sflei 
the signing of the Punjab accoid 

The tail that theie has been a I 
settlement is m itsell a gieat ^ 
relief I am happy about it— 1 . K | 
Adyani in The Hiiidusian Times 

Loiigovsal has sold the puie blood 
of the Khalsa to the gmernmem 
The Sikh panth will tia\c to tin cm 
him out of Its fold—An AISSF 
member,on the Punjab accotd in 
The Tetif’iaph 

Haryana was not even consulted 
and it has now become the hull ka 
bakra (sacrificial goat)—Lok Dal 
chief Devi Lai. quoted in The 
Telegraph, criticising the Punjab 
accord 

This is a victory tor all— Indian 
Express 

Great injustice has been done to 
Haryana—Di Mangal Sein, BJP , 
leader of Haryana in The Hindus- *' 
tan Times 
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VARIETY 



Chf.ss 


One of the most frustrating aspects of 
chess Is that It is so difficult to win a 
game, yet so easy to lose one. Whereas a 
sustained attack requiring extensive cal¬ 
culations and ingenious combinations 
riisy in the long run ultimately prove 
^sufficient, the simplest and seemingly 
most trivial endgame disadvantage can 
be decisive. 

The following is an example of decep¬ 
tive simplicity. Though many of Larsen's 
games are mind-bogglingly complex, he 
IS in fact in his element in simple 
positions, as his opponent soon learns. 
White: B. Larsen. Black; A. Jusupov 
Queen’s Gambit - Catalan System. 
Reykjavik 19B6. 

1 P-QB4 N-KB3 2 M-QB3 P-B4 

3P-KN3 P-K3 4N-S3 P-Q4 

BPxP NxP 6B-N2 N-QB3 

7 0-4) B-4(2 SNxN PxN 

' 9 P-434 0-0 lOPxP BxP 

This mutant Tarrasch Defence (one pair of 
knights having been exchanged) has been 
both popular and successful in recent 
years. 


Jusupov (Black) 



Larsen (White) to move 


13P-K3 

Hardly the sort of a move to put the fear of 
god into his opponent, but the prospect of 
White establishing the blockade with B-B3 
IS sufficient to induce Jusupov to take 
what appears to be the easy route to 
equality. 


15 8-4(31 

NxN-f 

ie<3xN 

a-N3 

17KR-K1 

BxB 

18 0x8 

QxQ 

ISRxO 

K-82 




DIAQRAM 


20P-N3I 





Without even a preliminary clap of thunder 
Black suddenly finds ha is lost, the QNP 
being indefensible, if 20 . .QH-N1 21 
QR-K1 KR-K1 22 RxB RxR 23 B-Q5 R-K1 
24 P-KN4! P-KN3 25 K-N2 P-B4 26 P-N5 
with a (terpetual pin. 

20 ... QR-K1 21 QR-X1 8-02 


RxB winning as above. 


Or 21. . P-QN3 22 

22 8-05-1^ K-.N3 
24 RxR IM3N1 
28 8-84 P-OR4 
28K-81 R-Q7 
30 R-03 RxR 
32 K-Q2 P-KR3 
34P-QN4 BxP 
36 K-Q4 B-B3 


23 BxP RxR 
2SB-R6 R-N3 
27P-43R4 8-Q3 
29K-K1 H-Of 
31 BxR-f K-B2 
33K-83 K-K3 
35PxP K-413 
37 P P6 Resigns 


118-N5 P-B3 12B-432 8-K3 


13. . P-4)5 14PxP NxP * 


MICHAEL STEAN 




There is no end to the variations of loser- 
on-loser play. This deal is from the Welsh 
International Masters event. 


Dealer East Game all 



• 3 

8P A 109862 

♦ AQ 4 
4>K95 


4 


# Q J42 

4P4 

♦ 10 8 6 

♦ J 104 3 2 


N 

W E 
S 


♦ 865 

8PKQ J76 

♦ J9 

♦ AQ8 


♦ AK 10 9 7 

9P3 

♦K7532 

♦ 76 


At a table where Robert Upton was 
North and Patrick Jourdain South, East 
opened One Heart and South overcalled 
with Two Hearts, indicating spades and a 
minor. North might have bid 3NT, but the 
partnership ended in Four Diamonds. 


West led his singleton heart, won in 
dummy. South can begin with ace of 
hearts, ace of spades and a spade ruff, but 
then he is not well placed Jourdain made 
the fine play of 4P 10, discarding a club 
from hand. After a diamond from East 
and another heart the position was- 




QUESTIONS 

1. Tethys, Oione. Rhea and lapetus are 
moons of the planet Saturn. Who first 
discovered them? 

2. Which IS the largest mosque in the 
world? 

3. Which well-known geographer wrote 
the book, The Origin of Continents end 
Oceans? 

4. What do the initials DMA stand for? 

5. Where in India is the Jaldapara wildlife 
sanctuary? 

6. Who is a Caliban? 

7. Name the circular assemblage of 
stones In Salisbury plain in England 
which was constructed more than 3,500 
years ago and used either for astrono¬ 


mical or religious purposes. 


.guNMiy 4-10 fciguii I9U 

, .' , 1.1 . 


Quiz 

8. With which British scientist is the 
discovery ot electromagnetic induction 
associated? 

9. Where was Emperor Ranjit Singh's 
capital? 

10. What is a bear garden? 

11. What do the following have in com- 
m-on: Pierre Joseph Proudhon, Michael 
Bakunin and Peter Kroptotkin? 

12. What IS a kelpie? 

13. The film Aiam Are was the first talkie 
maoe in India. Who directed it? 

14. Who. in Greek mythology, had a 
hundred eyes? 

15. When was the Postal Index Number 
(PIN) code introduced by the Post and 
Telegraphs department in India? 


♦ QJ42 

♦ - 

♦ 10 8 
4> J 104 


♦ 3 

♦ 862 

♦ A4 
+ K96 

N 

W E 
S 

♦ AK10 9 7 

♦ - 

♦ K753 

♦ - 


♦ 865 

♦ K7 

♦ 9 

4 AQ8 


East has no good play now. If he leads 
a spade or a diamond. South can take the 
spade ruff end regain the lead by ruffing 
a club. If East leads a low heart. South 
discards a spade and dummy's sixth 
heart comes into the action. 

Other players in a diamond contract 
had the idea of discarding a club on a 
heart - but they all did it after they had 
taken the spade ruff The difference is that 
the sixth heart Is no longer a threat. 


TERENCE REESE 


' 2^61 tsnBnv si '91 
snbjv 'frl 
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TEASERS 


BY SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Word Wheel 

Answeis to the dues (1—22) ate all six letter words 
and go into the radial spaces under the appropriate 
number When you have finished the outer ciicle of 
letters it will give you the answer to the hidden message 
Can you sav what this is’ 


Figure it Out 



u u 


Here is a square fiame that has been dismembered 
Can vou reassemble it’ A word of warning there are 
pieces of anothet object mixed up with the bus of frame' 


Shape Sleuth 


Clues 

1 Season 

2 Planet 

3 Red gold 

4 Innate 

5 Name for some coins 

6 Box 

7 Where we would all like to go 

8 What we are 

9 Small square of linen 

10 Obsolete saw 

11 Resident surgeon or physician 

12 Religious sect 

13 Inventor of electric bulb 

14 Line of descent 

15 Behaviour 

16 Pacultv of sight 

17 Number 

18 Popular Western name 

19 Country 

20 Prepare to depart 

21 Japanese tor Japanese 

22 Regimental flag 

Hidden Message Advice we would do well to take 


Quick Think 

What eyeiyday word in the English language is 
general ly p^ iiounced incorrectly’ 




Can vou tile this floor area using 15 tiles of the same 
shape’ The flow must be completely covered 


Seeing Double 


^ J 


^ J 





•A 








Only two of the 15 masks shown here are perfectly 
identical How long does it take you to spot which these 


■UNO«y »-<o AuguH tass 







WKsharpener 

TEASERS 

1 logical reason for them Following our logic, can you 
work out the distance to Patna’ Here’s a clue If you look 

DELHI 


carefully, you will find there is an extra easy way of 
finding It 




Blockbuster 


Alas, geography is not our strong point if these 
distances are to be believed But we assure you there is a 


fill in the ten letters given above into the squares of 
the blank pyramid so that these form eight four letter 
words reading downwaids 


Solutions to last week’s Teasers 


Personality Plus. Mohammed Ali Jinnah 
Missing Links; Two seius 1, 2, i, 4 and 1, 7, 9 
combine to form this senes Therefor t the complete 
series will be 1, 2, 5, 1. 7, 4 , 9. 5, 11, 6, 14 

Blankagrams TOWN, TORN, I ORE, TOTL, COTE, 
CITE, CITY 

Witsharpener; The first four dtagiams ate common 
enough In the 5th diagram, the radius of the central 
column should be half the radius of the full cake Then 
the volume of that piece is 11 r/2'^1 which is 1/4 Ilr'l The 
remaining annulus (or rings) can easily be cut into 
further three equal pieces making each of them a 1 ^4 of 
the whole 



1 ; 






Quizzbizz: The words are Elizabeth, Mallika, Roberta, 
Bulge, Clementine Bulge is the odd one out 
What’s in a Word: I. temperature, II scales 
Shape .Sleuth; 56 triangles and 93 quadrilaterals As a 
further exercise in mmd-boggling, perhaps the readers 
may like to count the number of pentagons and hexagons 
in the figure and let us know 

Word Play: 


Quick Think: 1/5 + 4/5 / , so s 
Mindbendcr 





A e1 
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I SEE THEVRE FLAVINS “PETER ANP THE 
UK)LF AGAIN EVERV TIME WE 60 TO 
A ‘ TINV TOTS CONCERT THEV PLAY 
PETER ANP THE WOLF ‘ 






Burning. Itching. Bleeding. 

The early symptoms of piles. 

Act now-avoid surgery later. 


Piles IS a common ailment 
But if neglected, the problem 
could become serious and 
even make an operation 
necessary 

An effective treatment 
for piles IS Preparation H*, 
recommended by leading 
doctors abroad 

« 

The remarkable formula ! 
of Preparation H medicated * 
ointment not only quickly 
relieves pain and itching, 
but can actually shrink and 
heal inflammed tissues 


Preparation H also lubricates 
and makes bowel movement 
less painful 



’Licensed user of TM Geoffrey Muiners & Co Ltd 


GM-PH-85 
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VARIETY/Khaas Baat 




D eepti Naval is feeling 
down and out these 
days. After her much 
acclaimed performance in 
Kamla and Ankahee she 
had expected to be de¬ 
luged by offers from good 
filmmakers. In fact, she 
had been nominated the 
best actress for the presti¬ 
gious National Awards, 
and it is rumoured that 
Shabana Azmi beat her to 
it by just one vote in the 
final tally. Now, she has to 
contend with being a run¬ 
ner-up. Also, the roles that 
she has been offered have 
done little to boost her 
sagging morale. “They are 
all the same—second-rate 
roles in second-rate films. 

I will wait for some time 
and if nothing interesting 
comes by, I will have to do 
some rethinking about my 
career,” she says. 

D evAnand’s omnipre¬ 
sent optimism has 
been slightly eroded. The 
reason: distributors are 
fighting shy of his latest 
venture Hum Naujawan. It 




i: Dev's MW 


Deepti Naval: unrewarding roles 


IS all the more distressing t 

because the film is sup- t 

posed to be one of the i 

better movies made by I 

Dev in recent times. Not 1 

only is it well made but the 1 

film features some good i 

acting by the newcomers t 

who have acted in it— 
especially the beautiful i 

Richa Sharma, Dev’s new f 

find from the US. “It cer¬ 
tainly is the best film i 

directed by Dev Anand so I 

far," says an insider who is « 
known for his harsh critic- ^ 

ism of Dev’s works. Once t 

Navketan, Dev’s banner 1 

was a favourite with the t 

distributors but much of i 

its credibility was lost r 

when SwamJ Dada and I 

Anand aur Anand flopped. I 

But Dev is not one to throw t 
in the towel so easily. < 

“Things will fall in place < 

with time. I never panic 1 

you know,” he says. t 

H as Feroz Khan mel- 1 

lowed after settling in 
Bangalore? Feroz, while i:a i 

Bombay, was always in the ( 

midst of controversy J 

vhanka tn his loud mOUth- i 


dreamt of atfn6tiqMM^^> 
However, Mithun’s de-'^^ 
mand lasted only till the 
release of Yaadon ki 
Kasam, with Zeenat Aman 
as his leading lady. (“It 
was my ambition to work 
with a big heroine like 
her” I. The film was a 
‘washout’ and Mithun is a 
miserable man. 

D ev is also a little an¬ 
xious about his son, 
Sunei/’s career. After 
Suneil’s debut-making 
film, Anand aur Anand 
bombed at the box-office, 
his career graph has been 
more or less stymied. But 
there is still hope for the 
business management 
graduate-tumed-actor who 
believes that he “could 
still manage a job if I 
failed to make it (in 
films).” Main TereLiye, 
directed by uncle Vijay 
Anand and another film 
Car Thief with Vijayeta 
Pandit, will hopefully do 
for him what his maiden 
film failed to: bring him 
fame and success. 


ed manner. He is a 
changed man now, claims 
Anil Kapoor who is just 
back from Bangalore after 
his shooting stint for 
Feroz’s new film Jaanbaaz. 
All that he talks about 
these days are his new film 
Jaanbaaz (which Feroz is 
making with a minimum of 
fanfare) and God! 

M ithun Chakraborty's 
elation after the un¬ 
expected success of Pyar 
Jhukta Nahin has proved 
to be only a brief respite. 
The film’s success made a 
big difference to his 
career and he threw a 
number of parties to cele¬ 
brate the “great event.” 
Filmmakers who had writ¬ 
ten him off signed him on 
2 md were willing to con¬ 
cede his price—Rs 12 
lakh.s—instead of the six 
to seven lakhs he was 
being offered previously. 
Even a man like Sultan 
Ahmed signed Mithun in 
place of Amitabh Bach 
chan for his new film, 
Daata, for Rs 15 lakhs, an 
amount Mithun never 
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DELHI DIARY 


Asiad 

Hangover 

W hat happened to the 
five-star hotels which 
were supposed to come up 
in the capital for the Asian 
Games? Not only the pri¬ 
vate ventures, but even 
the government sponsored 
ones seem to be jinxed. 
The classic example is, of 
course, of Meridien, the 
hotel sponsored by Char- 
anjit Singh, the former 
franchise holder of Coca 
Cola. The majestic build¬ 
ing, constructed amidst 
one controversy after 
another, is almost ready. 
But rumours are afloat 



Charaiuil Singh: uninterested? 


Language 
No Bar 

T he English versus Hin¬ 
di debate seems to be 
hotting up again. The 
Prime Minister’s conversa¬ 
tion with children over the 
television sponsored by an 
English magazine has 
made many tongues wag. 
Could the majority of Indi¬ 
a’s children understand 
the programme, is the 
question being asked. The 
children who featured in 
the Sunday morning prog¬ 
ramme, however, man¬ 
aged to outshine the jour¬ 
nalists who had taken the 
same forum a week earlier 
by their straightforward 
questions. The Prime 
Minister had earlier in 
July, pulled up a party 
functionary in a largely 
attended public function 
in the capital for having 
spoken in English. A Rus- 



Disthiguislied Combination 



Shiela Dixit (left) and Satpal Malik: distinguished past 


that Charanjit Singh is no 
longer interested ih' it and 
the hotel is up for sale. A 
ruling party MP, who has 
come into public life from 
the celluloid screen, is be¬ 
lieved to have offered to 
buy the venture, but at the 
last moment chickened 
out when the con¬ 
troversies related to the 
hotel were unfolded be¬ 
fore him. The other pri¬ 
vate hotel, of Bharat 
Hotels, sponsored by the 
family of Sagar Suri, too, is 
yet to start. It is said that it 
will be more of a commer¬ 
cial complex than a hotel. 
The fate of the public sec¬ 
tor venture is the worst. 
The complex, next to the 
Indraprastha indoor sta¬ 
dium (now renamed-Indira 
Gandhi sports complex) 
has been ready since long. 
But there are no takers. 
Situated on the banks of 
the Yamuna, it may be an 
attractive proposition for 
those who do not .know 
Delhi. But a look at the 
dirty riverfront in the 
capital IS bound to schre 
away prospective inves¬ 
tors. While the Ganga is 
being cleaned, there is no 
similar proposal for the 
Yamuna so far. 


A mong the new general 
secretaries of the 
Uttar Pradesh Congress(I) 
Committee, there are two 
who have a distinguished 
past. Shiela Dixit, the MP 
from Kannouj, was the 
moving spirit behind her 
father-in-law. Uma Shank- 
er Dixit, in the early 
Seventies. Dixit, then, was 
the union home minister 
and the treasurer of AICC. 
Shiela Dixit helped him 
with party work. A lot of 
money was associated with 


the politics of thi* Con¬ 
gress in the days when 
Uma Shanker Dixit was 
the Congress treasurer. 
The other distinguished 
personality is Satpal 
Malik, who till a few years 
ago was a close lieutenant 
of Lok Dal leader Charan 
Singh. His appointment as 
a Congre.ss(l) office-bearer 
shows that after his defec¬ 
tion last year, Malik has 
now been put in charge of 
attacking the citadel of his 
former mentor. 



Rajh Gandhi 


Sian delegation present at 
the function had addres¬ 
sed the gathering in Hjndi. 
When a senior Congress(I) 
functionary started speak¬ 
ing in English soon after¬ 
wards, Rajiv Gapdhi 
politely chided him and 
asked him to speak in 
Hindi. 


Scheduled 

Return 

D id President Zail 
Singh rush back from 
Hyderabad on 24 July, the 
day Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi signed the Punjab 
accord with Sant Har- 
chand Singh Longowal? 
The President was in 
Andhra Pradesh since 14 
July and was expected 
back in the capital on the 
afternoon of 24 July. The 
Rashtrapati Bhavan had 
issued a “restricted” docu¬ 
ment listing the Presi¬ 
dent’s programme during 
the Andhra Pradesh tour. 
The document, signed by 
Air Marshal R. S. Naidu, 
military secretary, which 
was circulated on 13 July, 
had clearly stated that the 
President was to leave 
Hyderabad airport at 
10am on 24 July, land at 
Palam airport at 12.0S pm 



and reach Rashtrapati 
Bhavan by 12.25 pm. Uie 
President stuck to this 
programme. While it is 
true that Giani Zail Singh 
was kept in the dark about 
the accord, the specula¬ 
tion in the press that Be 
had “rushed back” from 
Hyderabad is baseless. 

O. Cl aUSMIHNMftl 





Oxford king size 

Reserved for those 
who appreciate the finest.. 


o 










Siife' 


^ • (fl 


^ ?■ If® 


available in lO’s 
ishprocrf packs. 

■ A - 




/i 


^. 




7 


'>\i 


I 


i-.i 
If 


P' 








fi?r' 


STATUTORY WARNING 

TTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 


ROTHMANS OF PALI. MALI. 
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Bajaj Automation 


The reason why Bajaj Auto is the largest scooter maker is fairly 
simple. 

Automation: The technology that helps produce India’s finest 
scooters and three-wheelers. The system which transfers much of the 
responsibility for production and quality control from the operator to 
the machine. 

Thats how Bajcg Auto made over 300,000 vehicles last year. 
That is how we will making over 700,000 vehicles a year by 
1987-88. 



It takes years to gear up for such vast 
production; but the experience gained over 
25 years will enable us to achieve this 
target And add even more rapidly to the 
almost 2 million Bajaj vehicles already 
on the road. 


Volu* lor monvy, for yoort 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Singh 


Name Calling 

O ne of the pleasanter tasks some¬ 
times entrusted to me is to sug¬ 
gest names for new-born children. I 
take this assignment seriously be¬ 
cause a person has to bear his or her 
name for a life time: it can be music 
to the ears or one that arouses deri¬ 
sion and laughter. Not many people 
bother to change names given to 
them by their parents unless they are 
found in later life to be very embar¬ 
rassing. The film world set the style 
of coining names it thought would go 
down better with fans than the ori¬ 
ginals. Some were singularly well- 
chosen. Thus were reborn the great 
lovers of the Hollywood screen, 
Rudolf Valentino and Cary Giant 
Rudolf, an Italian, had been a Gug- 
lielnu; Grant, an Archibald Leech 
What woman would want to make 
love to a gagli or a leech? The easily 
pronouncable Joan Crawford and 
Marilyn Monroe erased Lucille La 
Coeur and Norma Jean Baker Our 
filmstars do not indulge in name¬ 
changing and believe in carrying 
their birth-names to astral heights I 
could not have conceived of anyone 
with a name like Amitabh followed 
by Bachchan (note the totally un 
necessary extra ch) or a Shatrughan 
achieving the fame they have Some 
filmstars changed their names in the 
early days to pander to religious 
prejudice: hence Yusuf Khan be¬ 
came Dilip Kumar and a Muslim girl 
was reincarnated as Meena Kuman. 

One cannot be too careful in chou' 
ing names. I have a Dictionary oi 
Hindu Names which I consult when 
commissioned. 1 reject names that 
are very common. Thus are ruled out 
Shakuntala, Sheila, Shanta, Sita, 
Pushpa, Kamala, Asha, Usha, Urmi- 
la, Lakshmi, Rekha and many others 
for girls. So are Ajit, Ashok, Aloke, 
Anand, Bharat, Pran, Prem, Ram, 
Lachman for boys. There are scores 
of more attractive alternatives to be 
found in the Ramayana, the 
Mahabharata, the Upanishads, Kali¬ 
dasa and other Sanskrit classics. 

The practice of copying names of 
the aristocracy is becoming all too 
common. It had always been in vogue 
in England. When Elizabeth I was 
queen, the most popular girl’s name 
was Elizabeth. When Georges or Ed¬ 
wards were kings, their loyal sub¬ 
jects named their progeny after 
them. In recent years Charles and 
Diana have gone up in the popularity 
poll as have Anne and William. We 
do not lag behind the English in 
flattering our monarchs by naming 
our children after them. They used to 






be Ashok or Vikram (after Vikrama- 
ditya) Indira, which was a fairly 
common name received a boost after 
1964 and many girls were given the 
name Priyadarshini After 1976 there 
was a sudden explosion of San jays, 
and more recently, Rajivs. And now 
count the growing number of Sonias, 
Rahuls and Pnyankas! Firoze and 
Varun may still have their day. 

Next to royally, the most sought 
after names are inspired by religion. 
In Christendom, Mary (mother of 
Christ) has kept the top position 
from one AD onwards. Although 
Jesus is regarded too holy a name to 
be passed around, that of the Baptist, 
John, remains a perennial favourite, 
as do others found in the Bible like 
Peter, Michael and Paul. Hindus and 
Muslims have no inhibitions in 
assuming names of gods, prophets or 
of members of their families: Ram, 
Lakshman, Sita, Krishna, Radha, Ar- 
jun remain top favourites amongst 
Hindus. Mohammed, Ayesha and 
Fatima mongst Muslims. Equally 
popular are names of warriors: Alex¬ 
ander amongst Christians; Ali, Qasim 
(after Mohammed Bin (jasim) and 
Salauddin, amongst Muslims; 
Bheem, Prithvi Raj, Pratap, Shivaji, 
Govind and Ranjit amongst Hindus. 
If we can’t find warriors from history, 
we go for warlike macho substitutes. 
Shahbaz Khan, Turra Baz Khan, Sher 
Jang, Jabar Jang etc. However, one 
must be careful and not add martial 
surnames to noh-martial first names. 
Thus adding Kesri (lion) to a Chooha 
Mai will only invite ridicule. 

Giving nicknames which are high¬ 
ly inappropriate for their owners is a 
common practice all over the world. 
In England it is usual to call a very 
big man Tiny. Although we usually 


follow the tradition of naming ajblind 
person Sur Das or Soorma 
Punjabis often do just the reverse by 
naming a child bom blind Lakh Net- 
ra Singh (one with a hundred 
thousand eyes). Some names have 
become proverbs: Tareez kapray dee 
sir ray, ray naun Sarfaraz Kbin (A 
rag for a turban and he calls himself 
Saidfaraz Khan—a lord of the exalted 
head). Likewise Guru Nanak com¬ 
mented on the name Sujaaa (wise) 
for a foolish man: 

Sun veykho loka eb riddaan 
man andba naun Sujaaa 
People regard this wonder of won¬ 
ders 

He has no light of knowledge and is 
named Sujaan 

Black Humour 

S ikhs have a legitimate grievance 
against the media. Whenever a 
crime is committed and the wrong¬ 
doer happens to be Sikh, the press 
describe him as a Sikh thief, robbm' 
or killer. Have you ever read similar 
religious iden^ication applied to 
Hindu, Muslim or Christian mis¬ 
creants? This is done deliberately to 
defame the entire community, say 
some Sikhs, whereupon a wiseacre 
remarked: “Sikh-Kabaab has become 
the favourite dish of the Indian 
media.” 

(Contributed by Tushar Kumar of 
Najibabad) 

World Champloii 
noored 

A ctor-wrestler Dara Singh, taking 
a stroll along Juhu beach, was 
set upon by a dozen urchins who 
after beating him black and blue 
took away his purse, which, fortu¬ 
nately for him, contained very little 
money. Dara who had floored world’s 
best wrestlers put up no resistance. 
When he arrived home with two 
black eyes, puffed cheeks and a tom 
shirt, his sardarni asked him in great 
alarm as to what had happened. Dara 
Singh told her all. “And why didn’t 
you hit back? Surely you could have 
knocked the hell out of these skinny 
fellows!” 

“Sure!” replied the Sardar, “But 
my fee for flooring champions is Rs 
25,000. I don’t fight free.” 
(Contributed by Wazir Cbaad Didi of 
Cbandigarb) 
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f^HF you will get for her. If 
youlike yoUr wtfe just a little, 
just about any pressure cooker 
will do. Love her a little more ? 
Buy her a better, a little more 
reliable one. 

But if you love her more than 
you love life itself, get her the 


Pressure cooker that is the safest and if you have a spurious safety 


Get her the New Prestige. 


WhybNcw 
Prestige 
the safest? 





Because only New Prestige has 
the unique gasket 
release system 

unique safety 


plug, it could prove a risk to the 
person nearest the cooker. With 
the New Prestige, the 
excess steam 
pushes out the 
gasket which 
lets out the 
steam safely, 
surely, 
downwards. 

Push in the gasket with 
a spoon and the pressure cooker 




^ cooker—that 

makes it 100% safe. 

If the weight vent gets clogged, 
excess steam builds up inside 


device built into is ready for use again. 


If you tnity love your wife, 
how can you refuse to 
get her a Pkestige! 


There is never the slightest worry 
when It’s a New Presuge That’s 
why It’s the safest pressure 
cooker you can buy For 
someone you love. 99 
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t So far the 
government has 
believed in 
meeting force with 
force. As a 
result, more and 
more money is 
being siphoned 
off for the police, 
guns and 
communications 
equipment. But, 
if a survey were 
to be made, one 
would find that 
there are more 
dacoits in the 
estate now than a 
decade ago. 


EXCL 



Fighting Banditry 


E conomists and social work^s have 
for long held that the root of the 
problem in dacoit-infested areas in 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Uttar Pradesh is the economic backward¬ 
ness of these regions. However, a working 
group of secretaries to the government of 
India, appointed at the instance of the late 
Prime Minister, to decide on a long-term 
strategy for combaung dacoity has found 
that these districts have been receiving their 
“normal share” of development assistance. 

The group, headed by the planning secret¬ 
ary, concluded that funds should be channel¬ 
ised for ravine reclamation, road construc¬ 
tion and rural electrification ir dacoit- 
infested areas. Accordingly, the ministries 
of agriculture and transport in the three 
states have been asked to work out the 
details of these projects. The Planning Com¬ 
mission too, has been given the go-ahead to 
evolve a scheme for speedy electrification of 
the areas Industrial development in these 
areas is also to receive a major thrust. 

One wonders why it took so long and so 
many meetings for the secretaries to decide 
on these recommendations, which are far 
from sufficient. One also need not be secret¬ 
ary to the government of India to know that 
allocation of special funds would help re¬ 
trieve the dacoit-infested areas and check 
the dacoit menace to some extent. What the 
secretaries do not realise is that the funds 
from the centre are distributed among sever¬ 
al beneficiaries and are far from inex¬ 
haustible. 

The problem needs to be tackled more 
imaginatively. These are the days of the 
private sector The government has been 
granting concessions to it. Why does the 
government not declare a ten-year tax holi¬ 
day for any industrial undertaking that is 
started in the are^? The government could 
also consider a joint sector ventuie to re¬ 
trieve lands from the ravines for agriculture 
and industry Such an approach may, in fact, 
coincide with the working group’s sugges¬ 
tion that “innovative development schemes” 
be taken up along with the existing ones. 
One result of this detailed study, whi..h has 
taken more than a year to complete, has 
been that the governments of UP, MP and 
Rajasthan stopped spending money in these 
districts, since special programmes are on 
the anvil for them. Consequently, the back¬ 
ward areas of Bundalkhand in UP and More- 
na in MP have Ijeen starved of aid. 

The three states have formulated a joint 
anti-dacoity strategy. But experience has 
shown that force cannot solve an essentially 
socio-economic problem. The .state govern¬ 
ments too, are well aware of this. After all, 
what Jayaprakash Narain accomplished in 
1973—persuading dacoits to surrender en 
masse—the police forces of these states 
could not do with all their ammunition and 
intelligence. _ 


Practically all the dacoits who had surren¬ 
dered then have turned a new leaf today. 
Malkhan Singh and Tehsildar, who once 
terrorised the Chambal, are among the many 
reformed dacoits who are how living peace¬ 
fully as farmers with the land they have 
received from the governinent. 

One wishes that Phoolan Devi, too, had 
been rehabilitated when she surrendered to 
the Madhya Pradesh government,' sotttte 
years ago. It is alleged that she has been 
deprived of this because she belongs to the 
lower Mallah caste. However, the home 
ministry has refuted this charge; “No discri¬ 
mination is done on the basis of caste. 
Phoolan Devi is being given the same treat¬ 
ment as other dacoits who have sunen- 
dered,” it says. But it admits that “no special 
terms” of surrender or facilities have been 
provided to Phoolan Devi and her gang 
members. 

Moreover, the government’s policy on sur¬ 
rendering dacoits has changed. New Delhi 
has informed MP, Rajasthan and UP not to 



Phoolan Devi (rlgiit): waiting for rehaMlitation 


accept offers of surrender, panicularly from 
individual dacoits. The MP government re¬ 
plied that its policy for eradication of the 
menace is to apply maximum pressure on 
gangs so that they are either eliminated or 
forced into hibernation. The secretaries' 
group should have also examined such irra¬ 
tional attitudes of the state government 
before recommending any policy changes 
So far the government has believ^ in meet¬ 
ing force with force. As a result larger 
amounts of money are being siphoned off for 
the police, guns and communications equip¬ 
ment. But, if a survey were to be made, one 
would find that there are more dacoits in the 
states now than a decade ago. 

Rehabilitation of the dacoits should be the 
first priority of the government now. JP’s 
humane approach had lesulted in the mass 
surrenders of dacoits. However, the centre’s 
decision not to take a “soft attitude towards 
surrendered dacoits,” belies the hope that 
the problem will be handled with ease. 
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Corrupt CM 

Ufow Corrupt is Bhajan Lai? (21— 
Mm 27 July) was yet another bold, 
investigative cover story. By expos¬ 
ing the corrupt practices of chief 
ministers Jagannath Mishra, A.K. 
Antulay, Babasaheb Bhosale, 
Madhavsinh Solanki, Sunday had 
brought about their downfall. It 
seems that it is Bhajan Lai’s turn to 
follow suit. In fact Bhajan Lai has 
become the chief minister of 
Haryana by flouting all norms of 
democracy. 

Arviader Singh Walia, Calcutta 

• Had it not been for the cover story, 
most readers would have been obli¬ 
vious of the malpractices adopted by 
politicians like the Haryana CM. 
Even if one-fifth of what had been 
written was true, it would be crossing 
all limits of corruption. Bhajan Lai is 
lining his pockets at the expense of 
the government. An enquiry should 
be conducted against him as soon as 
possible. 

Puneet Agarwal, Guwahati 

• Bhajan Lai is not worthy of being a 
chief minister. Like the digital flight 
data recorder (DFDR) and the cock¬ 
pit voice recorder (CVR) which pro¬ 
vide details of an aircraft’s be¬ 
haviour in flight, Sunday serves as a 
“corruption data recorder’’ of politic¬ 
al parties and politicians. 

Deepak Acharya, Phulbam (Orissa) 

• The article on Bhajan Lai disillu¬ 
sioned me. We are disgusted with the 
state of affairs prevailing in the 
country today. 

War Ahmed, Jorhat (Assam) 




• Bhajan Lai is certainly living up to 
the “clean” image of Rajiv Gandhi. 
Similar investigative articles on the 
other corrupt chief ministers of the 
country would be welcome. 

Arta Mishra. Cuttack 

• Bhajan Lai does not deserve to be 
portrayed on the cover of Sunday. 
S.S. Talatuf, Nairi (Orissa) 

• The cover story was excellent. 
Henceforth, Bhajan Lai should be 
known as “corruption master” in¬ 
stead of a chief minister. 

Sandeep Kumar, Phulbani (Orissa) 

• Previously, politicians had a sense 
of commitment towards the nation. 
But now politics has been turned into 


Guilty Solanki 


r !he Mess in Gujarat (30 June—6 
July) gave an objective analysis 
of the political situation in the state. 
Madhavsinh Solanki had to quit be¬ 
cause of his inept handling of the 
turmoil. However, he has managed to 
have the last laugh by succeeding to 
instal his man as the CM. 

P. V. Srinivasan, Bombay 

• The cover story explored the possi¬ 
bilities of defusing the situation in 
Gujarat and advised the dismissal of 
Madhavsinh Solanki. He was the per¬ 
son responsible for bringing things to 
such a The reservation issue 
had gradually taken on a communal 
colour. Moreover, Solanki relied too 
much on the police to discipline the 
press and the people. 

N. Ellango, Tirunelveli (Tamil Nadu) 


• The Congress(I) government failed 
to tackle the Gujarat situation. 
Either the Congress(I) is incapable of 
ruling or it is following the policy of 
divide and rule to hide intra-party 
rivalries and its failure to curb prob¬ 
lems like price inflation and unem¬ 
ployment. The mere changing of 
chief ministers may not solve the 
problem in Gujarat. The anti-social 
elements, who are now at work in 
Gujarat cannot be controlled so easi¬ 
ly unless there is a basic change in 
the outlook of the political leaders. 
It is an open secret that politiciaris 
patronise musclemen to remain in 
power. Little do they realise the 
effect of such an action. The politi¬ 
cians should sever relations with all 
communal elements. 

M. H. Rama, Bhubaneswar 


a paradise for people interested in 
making money. 

Chamanlal Agrawal, Sonepur 

• Bhajan Lai has been exposed. If 
the government does not take 
prompt action against him it will 
shatter the people’s faith in the gov¬ 
ernment. Similar charges were made 
against Krishna Ballabh Sahay, the 
chief minister of Bihar, who had to 
quit his office. Indira Gandhi had not 
hesitated to set-up a judicial enquiry 
against him then. 

Rajesh Sahay, Hazaribagh (Bihar) 

• The government should not hesi¬ 
tate to dismiss corrupt chief minis¬ 
ters like Bhajan Lai. The centre has 
taken a positive step in this direction 
by sacking Madhavsinh Solanki. 
Trupti Panda. Dhenkanal (Orissa) 

• I was pained to note that Sankar- 
shan Thakur made sweeping i emarks 
against the alleged involvement of 
Haryana Financial Corporation in 
sanctioning loans to the industrial 
units set up by family members of 
Bhajan Lai. In this context, the basic 
question raised by the coriespondent 
is wrong. “How can mortgaged land 
be mortgaged again’” writes Sankar- 
shan Thakur and he must surely be 
ill-informed since the Transfer of 
Property Act, 1873. makes it clear 
that a land can be mortgaged more 
than once. Thus no irregularity was 
committed by Haryana Financial 
Corporation when it advanced loans 
second and third time against the 
mortgaged land. The corporation 
seems to have taken requisite steps 
to secure its interests. 

M.K Rana, New Delhi 

< 


Names, Please 


M y attention has been drawn to 
the article Congress(I) MP in 
Bank Fraud (14—20 July). Speaking 
of the alleged fradulent transactions 
of the Congress(I) MP’s firm, the 
author mentioned that the executive 
partners in these concerns include, 
among others, “relations of VIPs like 
the former Supreme Court judge. 
Justice Jaganmohan Reddy.” The 
press has every right to expose mis¬ 
deeds of any person however highly 
placed he may be. 1 have many 
relations but I am not aware where 
some of them are or what they are 
doing. The author has chosen 

to drag in my name in a most casual 
manner without identifying who the 
relation is or how he has .exploited 
my name. 

P. Jaganmohan Reddy, Hyderabad 
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OPINION 


Who is Responsible for the Famine in Ethiopia? 


G ermaine Greer’s superb write-up so-called political cadres and party 
on Ethiopia was moving to say officials are none but a band of 


^Mon Ethiopia was moving to say 
the least iA Fight for Life, 1 —13 July 
and A Tale of Hope, 14—^20 July). It 
was indeed amazing to learn that the 
people of Ethiopia fight for survival 
against hunger and poverty, against 
famine and drought with their only 
weapon; hope. Can mother earth and 
nature really be so harsh? 

K. Chidanand Kumar, Bangalore 

• While billions of dollars are being 
spent on armaments by the so-called 
advanced countries, there are 
thousands who are languishing in 
Ethiopia for a loaf of bread. Ms Greer 
has done a magnificent job by expos¬ 
ing the hypacricy that goes with the 
term ’‘aid” by the richer countries to 
the needy ones. But the people of 
that unfortunate country are putting 
up a brave fight against all odds. 
M.A. Quraishi, Lucknow 

• I was appalled by Germaine 
Greer’s ill-researched and mislead¬ 
ing article on the famine in Ethiopia. 
I wish to point out in the first place 
that It IS impossible to grasp the 
realities of the present mess—which 
has almost exclusively been, brought 
about by the misrule of the illegiti¬ 
mate and thoroughly incapable jun 
ta—by a casual visit and by relying 
on the official version of the events. 
It is naive to conclude that only the 
shortage of rains in some parts of 
Ethiopia last year is responsible foi 
the present disaster in this once 
‘bread-basket’ of Africa. Ms Greer is 
certainly not qualified to draw her 
own conclusions brushing aside the 
criticism of the western media unless 
she has ulterior motives of present¬ 
ing a false picture of the situation 
and thereby boosting the sagging 
morale of the ruling clique. 

It is only the people of Ethiopia 
who know the full truth but they 
cannot express it. One has to live in 
Ethiopia for some time and observe 
things to understand what is happen¬ 
ing in that country. It is not the 
drought, but wrong policies, oppres¬ 
sive methods and total inability of 
the rulers to tackle the economic 
problems of the country that has 
brought Ethiopia to this impasse. 
Massive, rather unprecedented ex¬ 
penditure on weapons and militarisa¬ 
tion on a large scale and conscription 
of young farmers to the armv, in 
addition to blindly following Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism as the guiding princi¬ 
ple have resulted in this mess. Does 
Ms Greer know that freedom of 
speech, action and even thought do 
I not exist in Ethiopia any more? The 


so-called political cadres and party 
officials are none but a band of 
opportunists. Does the author know 
that citizens are forced to attend 
party meetings or do manual work 
any time in the day or night? The 
whole country has became a concen¬ 
tration camp and people are being 
treated as slaves. There is wide¬ 
spread dissatisfaction among the 
people and the government thrives 
on empty slogans. Will Germaine 
Greer believe that hundreds of 
thousands of young .school boys and 
able-bodied farmers have been force¬ 
fully drafted into the army? Did she 
realise during her short visit how 
angry the people are against the 
present regime? I wish she could 
have talked to people in a freer 
atmosphere. It is no exaggeration to 
say that every Ethiopian is weeping 
at heart but cannot express their 



A starving child outside a relief centre 

woes for fear of persecution. Force¬ 
fully uprooting millions of starving 
people and moving them thousands 
of kilometres away in cold and wet 
weather when they need food and 
medicines on the spot has been 
admired by the author. Such opera¬ 
tions are nothing but squandering 
the meagre resouices of the country 
for political gam and to bring more 
misery to the people of Ethiopia. 

Help to this government in the 
name of famine relief is bound to 
strengthen the hands of the present 
regime which is misusing interna¬ 
tional reliel to feed over one million 
military and paramilitary forces 
which the government has raised to 
keep themselves in power. Taking 
things in Ethiopia on their face value 
is the biggest blunder a foreigner can 
make. 

A. So/omon, Bale (Ethiopia) 


Cooked Up 


1 

I was astounded to read in Delhi : 

Diary (21—27 July) that 1 h^gd; 
made the suggestion, at the -rebent 
meeting of the Indo-US Subcommis- 
sion on Education and Culture, that 
“in future all sponsored visits of 
Indian journalists to the USA be 
regulated through the subconunis- 
sion—in other words, he wapted the , 
Indian government to select the^ur-. 
nalists.” Although the proceedings.pf i 
the subcommission are confidentiail, 

1 have no hesitation in stating that 
this is not true. In fact, 1 am personal¬ 
ly in favour of more extensive ex¬ 
change of journalists between the 
two countries and the question of : 
governmental control does not aiise. 
There was no difference of opinion 
whatsoever within the subcommis¬ 
sion on the media programme, with- | 
out a single discordant voice on 
either side. As a journalist, I apnreci- 
ate D.E Nizamuddin’s enterprise to 
fish out unpublicised stories. But 
gossips too have to have some basis 
on facts and must not be hundred per 
cent cook-up. 

Nikhil Chakravanty. New Delhi \ 

„ Not T rue 

■ was surprised to read the report. 
One That Got Away (Spotlight, 30 
June—6 July), stating that I had gone 
to Paris to perform at the Paris 
Festival at the invitation of the Indi¬ 
an Council of Cultural Relations 
(ICCR), despite my “earlier show of 
solidarity for the dancer’s common 
cause.” The report was utterly base¬ 
less. I am very much in India and the 
ICCR had not extended any invita¬ 
tion to me 

Yamini Krishnamurti, New Delhi 

Fresh Tensions 

T he news item,Glacier on Fire (30 
June—5 July) made interesting 
reading. Pakistan is acquiring soph¬ 
isticated weapons with a view to 
creating tension in India. The recent 
incident in the Siachen glacier re¬ 
gion is an example of such ill motive. 
SubaJ Chandra Saha, Malda 

Shrewd Move _ 

T he special report,W'hv Vasantrao 
Patil Resigned (16—22 June) was 
informative. Mr Patil’s resignation 
was a clever ploy to deprive Sharad 
Pawar. My good wishes go out to the 
new chief minister Shivajirao Patil 
Nilangekar. 

Arabinda Kumar Padhee, Sambalpur 


^^JfUNOAr 11-W Au^usl 198S 





COVER STORY 


WHAT WILL BABA 


JOOINDERDOHOW? 


While Sant Harchand Singh Longowal is trying to bring peace to Punjab, the man who 
is placing obstacles in his way is Baba Joginder Singh, the father of Sant farnail Singh 
Bhindranwale. The 30 July clash in the Golden Temple complex showed that the Sikh 
extremist elements have not given up their belligerent stance. Sanjeev Gaur reports 

on the prevalent mood in Punjab. 


T he police had to enter the 
Golden Temple complex in 
Amrit.sar in less than a week 
after the memorandum of set¬ 
tlement had been signed between 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and the 
Akali Dal chief, Sant Harchand 
Singh Longowal. Despite the dissent¬ 
ing voices of former chief minister 
Prakash Singh Badal and the Shir- 
omani Gurdwara Prabandhak Com¬ 
mittee (SGPC) president, Gurcharan 
Singh Tohra, the Anandpur Sahib 
meeting of the Akali Dal led by 
Longowal on 26 July had pas.sed off 
peacefully. The political differences 
and personality and ego problems 
within the Akali Dal had not culmin¬ 
ated in violence But when Longowal 
went to Amritsar for the first time 
after the accord was signed on 30 
July, the calm was shattered Suppor 
ters of the “United” Akali Dal of 
Baba Joginder Singh, the father of 
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, who has 
been the patriarch of the Sikh ex¬ 
tremists for the past few months, 
tried to assault Longowal at the Teja 
Singh Samundari Hall. It was evident 
from the manner in which the attack 
was carried out, that despite the 
majority of the people of Punjab 
wanting peace, the disruptionists 
were determined to keep alive the 
flames which have engulfed the state 
in the last five years. Sant Longowal 
has done his bit in trying to restore 
normalcy in Punjab. From all indica¬ 
tions, despite feeling sore about the 
way the accord was reached behind 
his back, Prakash Singh Badal will 
not desert the party led by Longowal. 
And if these two remain together, the 
chances of Tohra going anywhere 
else are slim. The endeavour for 
peace in Punjab is serious. But the 
question is; will Baba Joginder Singh 
join this quest? Or, will his suppor¬ 
ters, especially the All India Sikh 
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Students’ Federation (AISSF) activ¬ 
ists, keep up their belligerence? 
Peace is in the interest of the masses 
at large. The politicians too want 
peace. Only if there is peace in 
Punjab can elections be held in the 
state. And if elections cannot be held 
by 5 October and the Constitution is 
amended to enable the continuance 
of President’s Rule, then political 
power may elude the Punjab politi 
cians for some time. Peace, followed 
by elections, therefore, is the desire 
of the politicians. The interests of the 
extremists, however, do not coincide 
with those of the politicians. Kighty 
three-year-old Baba Jugindei Singh is 
the centre of attention. What he does 
will determine the course of politics 
in tne state in the next few months 
The state administration, which 
failed to take advantage of the 
events of 30 July (when many wanted 
extremists were seen outside the 
Golden Temple complex; they could 
easily have been rounded up if the 
police was vigilant), has reacted to 
the belligerent postures of Baba 
Joginder Singh by registering a case 
of sedition against his son, Jagjit 
Singh Rode. The case was registered 
at the Beas police station on 1 Au¬ 
gust. The charge against Jagjit Singh 
Rode is that he delivered a “very 
inflammatory and provocative” 
speech at Butala village on 6 June, 
when the Akahs were observing the 
Ghallugara week on the first 
anniversary of the army action in the 
Golden Temple. When action is 
taken on 1 August on an act commit¬ 
ted on 6 June, the discretion of the 
administration can be gauged. It is 
apparent that but for Baba Joginder 
Singh’s anti-accord stance, the case 
against Jagjit Singh Rode, the elder 
brother of Jarnail Singh Bhindran¬ 
wale, would not have been initiated. 
Apart from the stance of Bkba Jogin¬ 


der Singh, another disconcerting 
news which came from Punjab in the 
post-accord week was that Bimla 
Khalsa, a former nurse of Delhi’s 
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital, was 
going to join politics. Bimla Khalsa is 
the widow of Beam Singh, the slain 
assassin of Indira Gandhi. 

The extremist Sikhs have found a 
new king in the father of Sant 
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale. His im¬ 
portance can be gauged from the fact 
that this year he was the only Indian, 
according to intelligence sources, to 
have received Id greetings from no 
less a personage than the Pakistan 
head of state, President Zia-ul Haq. 
With the media ready to churn out 
stories about him, the Baba has not 
lagged far behind his son’s popular¬ 
ity either. Time and Newsweek 
magazines have carried reports ab¬ 
out him. So have foreign newspapers, 
including the prestigious New York 
Times. 

The Baba entered politics with a 
bang on the last day of May this year. 
In a sudden and dramatic move, he 
dissolved the two main factions of 
the Shiromani Akali Dal led by Sant 
Harchand Singh Longowal and 
Jathedar Jagdev Singh Talwandi and 
merged them to form a single unit, 
the “United” Akali Dal. As the acting 
convener of the party he soon 
appointed a nine-member ad hoc 
committee with Simranjit Singh 
Mann, the dismissed Indian Police 
Service (IPS) officer currently under 
detention in Rajasthan’s Bharatpur 
jail as a suspect in the conspiracy to 
kill the late Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, as the convener. Till Mann’s 
release, announced the Baba, he 
would be the acting convener. In a 
move which smacked of dictatorship, 
the old man included the four top 
Akali leaders—Harchand Singh Lon- < 
.gowal, Gurcharan Singh Tohra, Pra- , 
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kash Singh Badal and Jagdev Singh 
Talwandi—also in the committee 
along with his eldest son, Jagjit 
Singh Rode, Harjinder Singh, a for¬ 
mer Indian diplomat in Norway who 
had quit the Indian Foreign Service 
(IFS) in'iirotest against thearmy action 
in the Golden Temple, and a former 
Indian Administrative Service (IAS) 
officer, Gurtej Singh. 

So sudden were the moves initi¬ 
ated by Baba Joginder Singh that 
Sant Longowal, the senior Akali Dal 
leader, was taken unawares. In a 
single stroke, reminiscent of a blood¬ 
less coup, the old man had hijacked 
the Akali Dal. In the struggle for 
supremacy which followed, a slight¬ 
ed Longowal rejected the Baba’s ad 
hoc committee and resigned as the 
chief of the party. However, he had 
to withdraw his resignation when the 
district presidents of the party in 
Punjab and six other states in the 
country “ordered” Longowal to take 
over the reins of the party again. ■ 

Prakash Singh Badal and Gurchar- 
an Singh Tohra also rejected the ad 
hoc committee of Baba Joginder 
Singh. But they were not very vocal. 
And within a few days, four close 
confidants of Badal joined Baba 
Joginder Singh. Later the Baba re¬ 
moved Longowal and Tohra from the 
ad hoc committee but not Badal. 

In the last three months, the Akali 
Dal has witnessed a confrontation 
between Longowal and Baba Jogin¬ 
der Singh. Longowal who had been 
confronting Bhindranwale from the 
day the Akali dharamyudh morcha 
was launched from the Golden Tem¬ 
ple on 4 August 1982 till Operation 
Bluestar, had to put up a fight 
against Baba Joginder. Longowai, 
being a more experienced politician, 
played his cards close to his chest. He 
kept criticising and attacking the 
government for not accepting the 
demands of the Akali Dal at the 
meetings apd cqpventions he was 
addressing in Punjab and even parts 
of Rajasthan during the last few 
months. There is no denying 

that though Baba being the father of 
Bhindranwale has many similarities 
with his son, he does not have the 
same charisma. 

Perhaps, his greatest and only 
qualification is that he is the father 
of Bhindranwale. No Akali leader 
can afford to criticise Bhindranwale 
today. In private conversations, even 
educated Sikhs can be heard compar¬ 
ing Bhindranwale with famous Sikh 
warriors and heroes like Baba Deep 
Singh and Banda Bahadur. 

Baba Joginder Singh is not con¬ 
troversial at all. According to sources 
dose to the Bhindranwale family, the 
father and son, in fact, did not get 
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^■nieSiHis Have Got Nothing FlTom the AomoT 


0aba Joginder Singh told SumAY 


Oa $OJaly, the day a bloody dash 
pfOk place la the Qolden temple 
poaipieK Baba Jogiader Sia^ was 
MB the mdtkmce of Giani Mohan 
Siapb^ ajiriest ia the holiest Sikh 
jdirmm, Tie residetumisjust bebktd 
^ikemua Maaji Sahib Hall, the 
juafitintkl amge of the Akalis vdtbia 
me ^dea Temple camidex. The 
Baba gave an Jaterview to StmoAV 
mjpvgj^ ^ aftmraotm. The clash 
^between his supporters aad those 
of Sant Harchand Siagh Longowal 
bad taken place an hoar-aad-a-half 
aatlier. The coaveaex of the “Un¬ 
ited" Akali IMl amwered tite ques- 
thaa from his bed on which be was 
testing. Mobiader Singh Sainyaa- 
waia, a farmer Akali Member of 
Ihttvameat was also present during 
the interview. Exempts: 

Wkar have you to say about the 
violence in the Golden Temple 
'fioorplex today? dashes took place 
between your supporters including 
members of the All India Sikh Stu¬ 
dents Federation (AISSF) and 
diom of Sant Longowal in which 
pot only swords and lathis and 
vtptms but firearms too were used. 

Ai I blame both the government 
■Inul him (Longowsd) for the happen- 
jiiaigs today in our most sacred reh- 
KiQUS place. And the government by 
aeading police into the Harimandir 
once again challenged 
the dignity and pride of the Sikhs 
Will the government let us (Sikhs) 
live in India with honour? 

Q: But your supporters began the 
trouble by organising a black-flag 
demonstration againstl Sant Lon- 
gtmal immediately after his arrival 
in the temple complex. 

A: Our boys did organise a sym- 
hoU^ protest against him (Longuw- 
al) for signit^ an agreement with 
the Ihime Minister. But they were 
■peaceful. I was not present at the 
spot but I have been told that one of 
Longowal’s bodyguards fired the 
first shot in the air. Our men did not 
eetum the fire at all. They did not 
have any firearms. Then 
tl^ opoUoe brutally beat up our 
I him. The police entered the Manji 
}8aaib with their shoes on. The 
'polief came in my room and took 
ae^y ten persons including the 
seertnary. Master Surat Singh and 
my assistant Amolak ^ngh. 

Q: What is ytour reaction lo the 


agreement signed between the 
Prime Minister and Sant Longowal? 

A: I have only one word for the 
pelhi accord: rejected. 

Q: But why? What are your ohjfec- 
tions to the accord? 

A' The accord is not on princi¬ 
ples. None of the seven pre¬ 
conditions which we as well as 
Longowal had put up was accepted. 
Have they (the govern¬ 
ment) released the Sikh soldiers 
who had left their barracks protest¬ 
ing against the attack on the Hari¬ 
mandir Sahib. They are still being 
tried in the army courts. Has the 
government released all the Sikh 
youths arrested before and after 
the army action m the Golden Tem¬ 
ple? The Sikhs have got nothing 


The Delhi riots took 
place during Rajiv 
Gandhi’s regime. The 
Guru Granth Sahib was 
desecrated during his 
regime. Innocent Sikh 
children were butchered 
and burnt in his regime. 
Sikh women were raped 
during his regime. Are 
these acts of a Prime 
Minister? 


from the Delhi accord. 

Q: What is your next move? 

A: Whatever Wahe Guru (God) 
wills. What exactly do we want 
from the government now? We are 
seeking our rights from the govern¬ 
ment. 

Q; What are those rights? 

A; We will tell those to the gov¬ 
ernment. 

Q; But do you not tbiak that by 
signing an accord with Sant Lon¬ 
gowal, the Prime Minister has con¬ 
veyed the feeling that he does not 
care for you and your group? 

A: Mark my words. The govean- 
ment will have to a^ us about the 
rights of Sikhs. 

O’ If you fail to achieve your 


rights by peaceful means, will you 
then mke to arms? 

A: Time will 

0; Will you accept support of 
fareiga countries It they come for¬ 
ward to assist you in your Egbt far 
your rights? 

A: Tixae will tell. 

Q: Do you tbiak the govefnment 
has tried to divide the Sikhs by 
signing an accord with Sam Lorn 
gowal? 

A: t have told you I have rejected 
the accord, 1 do not want to dwell 
further on the same subject. 

Q; You have been doing amrit 
prachar (baptising the Sikhs) for 
the last three months. Mow many 
Sikhs have you baptised so far? 

A: More than 20,600. 

Q: What is the purpose of amrit 
prachar? 

A: It is the order of the Guru. 1 
know the government is mo^t irri¬ 
tated with my amrit prachu. 

Q; What are your views about 
Rajiv Gandhi? 

A: He is the son of a Panditani 
mother and a Farsi father. 

Q: What do you think of him as a 
Prime Minister? 

A: Th^ say he is the Prime 
Minister We feel his actions are 
not those of a Prime Minister. 

Q: Can you elaborate? 

A: The Delhi riots took place in 
bis regime. Whether he was behind 
the riots or not is another matter, 
but he is responsible for the nots. 
Then Guru Granth Sahib was dese¬ 
crated during the November riots 
in his regime. Innocent Sikh chil¬ 
dren were butchered and burnt in 
his regime. Sikh women were raped 
diming his regime. Are these ach. 
Hons of a Prime Minister? 

Q: What do you think of Sant 
Longowal? 

A: Wfhatever he (Longowal) has 
done, I have rejected diat com¬ 
pletely. 

Q: What do you tbiak of che 
Punjab Governor Arjun SinA who 
pla^d a key role in the DeBd 
accord? 

At He is only a wrvant of 
mastmr. He does what Rajiv Ganom 
asks him to do. 

Q: Is there stUl any hope far tudW 

in the Akali Dal? 

Al Healthy and hohest avggea* 
Hons can be considmaid. 
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along well. Bhlhdranwale was quite 
detached frpm his family. Baba 
Joginder Sin^ rarely 'visitod thd 
Golden Temple during the nearly 
Uiree-year stay of his son in the 
holiest Sikh shrine till Operation 
Bluestar. Bhindranwale never gave 
much importance to his father even 
when the latter came to see him in 
the Golden Temple. The father 
would be treated like any ordinary 
visitor or admirer by Bhindranwale. 

Baba Joginder Singh seems to pos¬ 
sess no vision. Neither does he have a 
concrete party programme. He is 
often vague in replying to questions 
put by mediamen. But, according to 
Akali Dal followers, Baba Joginder 


Singh has many advantages. He has 
not made any provocative statement 
s6 far. Neither has he given vent to 
anti-Hindu sentiments. What is im¬ 
portant, he is not as hated by the 
general public in Punjab as his son 
was. Akali leaders including Longow- 
al, Badal and Tohra cannot afford to 
criticise Baba Joginder Singh. In 
fact, all the top Ak^i leaders in their 
public statements have always ex¬ 
pressed “great regard” for him. On 
the other hand, the Delhi accord has 
helped Baba Joginder Singh in con¬ 
solidating his position among the 
Sikh masses. Said a Sikh intellectual 
of Punjab University, pleading 
anonymity, “After the Delhi accord, 


Baba Joginder Singh fiSS 
popularity among the Sildr^masses* 
without making.any e^fSn£.~The! 
reason is very simple. Longowal has 
reached an accord with the govern-' 
ment. Now he will automaticaJly lose, 
popularity among the Sikhs. We can 
only accept a leader who is anti¬ 
government.” Although the Delhi 
accord has brought about a feeling at 
relief among the people in Punjab, 
the Sikhs living in v^ages are not 
very happy over the Rajiv-Longowal 
agreement. They say, if we got 
this only by reaching a settlement; 
with the centre, we could have-igot ' 
the same three years ago.” The AkSi- 
lis have a very strong base in Punjab 


'Longowal is a Uar’ 

Jagdev Singh Talwandi told Sunday 


Jagdev Singh Talwandi is a bitter 
critic of Harchand Singh Longowal. 
Talwandi hates Longowal because 
the latter replaced him as the Akali 
chief in 1980 During the course of a 
brief interview with Susda'i at 
Ami t tsar on 30 July—a day after 
the bloody clash between supper- 
tets oi Baba Joginder Singh and 
Longowal in the Golden Temple 
complex—Talwandi, presently in 
Baba Joginder Singh’s camp, was 
vehemently critical of Longowal, 
especially tor having signed the 
Delhi accord with Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi Excerpts 

Q What have you tosay about the 
clash between the supporters of 
Baba Joginder Singh and Sant Lon¬ 
gowal in the Golden Temple com¬ 
plex? 

A- I am sure the government was 
behind the clash The government 
wants to keep us divided 

Q: What are your comments ab¬ 
out the Delhi accord? 

A: It is an accord between Lon¬ 
gowal and the government. Two 
seniormost Akali leaders, Prakash 
Singh Badal and Gurcharan Singh 
Tohra have rejected the accord. 
Baba Joginder Singh has rejected 
it. The Istri Akali Dal president 
Bibi Rajinder Kaur has rejected it. 

Q: What do you think of the role 
of Longowal in reaching an accord 
with the Prime Minister? 

A: He (Longowal) has sold him¬ 
self to the government. He even 
tried to sell the Sikh Panth to the 
government though he is not the 
representative of the Sikhs. He has 
tried to sell the Punjab cause. He is 
a liar. How many times he himself 


has pledged in the presence of the 
holy Guru Granth Sahib at the 
AkaU conventions and meetings, 
even in the Hanmandir Sahib that 
nothing short of the acceptance of 
the Anandpui Sahib Resolution 
would be acceptable as a solution to 
the Punjab problem? And in the 
Delhi accord, the Anandpur Sahib 
Resolution has not been even 
touched. 

Q: What are you planning to do 
next? Will you start a fre^ agita- 



Toiwaniit: critteal of the accord 


tion in Punjab? 

A. We will think about that. For 
the time being, we are setting up 
ad-hoc committees of the party at 
the village level. From 16 August, 
we are starting our district level 
conferences to educate people ab¬ 
out the futility of the Delhi accord. 
Already people, especially in the 
villages in Punjab, have strongly 
resented the Delhi accord. Go to 
any village in Punjab and see for 
yourself the reaction of the com¬ 
mon people. 

Q: But do you not think there is a 
general feeling of relief among the 
people in Punjab after the Delhi 
accord? The people were fed up 
and today they feel that there will 
be peace in Punjab. 

A; This is a wrong impression. If 
you give nothing to the people who 
are fed up after they had struggled 
so much for their genuine rights 
during the last three years, they are 
bound to feel more frustrated. 
What has the Delhi accord given to 
Punjab? Nothing. 

Q: What do you think of Rajiv 
Gandhi? 

A: Whatever he (Rajiv Gandhi) 
has done is not good for the country 
or the Sikhs or Punjab. He has 
succeeded in purchasing a few indi¬ 
viduals. But the accord between 
Rajiv Gandhi and Longowal is not 
acceptable to the Sikh Panth. 

Q; Will you participate in the 
election if it is held in Punjab now? 

A; Elections in Punjab cannot be 
held till the problem is solved. But 
the government must realise that 
Punjab is not Assam or West 
Bengal. ' 

tHterWmvad by San/mev Oaur, ChantggaHi 
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villages. According to official ] pie complex. Swords, spears, lathis “Babaji will be able to tell the Sikh 
sources, the rural Sikhs are critical of and stones were freely used in the masses now that Longuwal is a man 
Longowal and not Rajiv Gandhi for melee. Baba Joginder Singh was re- of the ruling party. Babaji will tell 
the Delhi accord. taxing in the residence of Giani the people that Longowal tried to sell 

Punjab-v'atchers feel that Baba Mohan Snigh, a priest of the Golden the Sikh Panth as well as the Punjab 
Joginder Singh cannot be ignored. Temple, when the clash took place, cause by signing an accord with the 
The Baba, according to observers. The police entered the temple com- Prime Minister. He (Longowal) had 
will also gain strength from the open plex after the clash and took away been harping on the Anandpur Sahib 
criticism and rejection of the accord ten supporters of the Baba including Resolution for the last so many years 
bjr the tv/o senior Akali leaders, his party secretary, Surat Singh and while signing an accord with the 
Badal and Tohra. Besides these two, Khalsa, and personal assistant Amo- Prime Minister he forgot ab- 
many other prominent Akali leaders lak Sin^ from the room where the out it. As a representative of the 
have also rejected the Delhi accord. Baba was resting. The police arrested Sikhs as weU as in his individual 

The Istri Akali Dal president, Rajin- 62 persons from the Golden Temple capacity, he just forgot about the 

der Kaur, daughter of Master Tara complex that day. Cases of attempt resolution. The Sikh Panth will never 

Singh is among those who have re- to murder were registered against 35 forgive Longowal. He will get his 

jected the accord. She told Sunoay, of them. Most of them were suppor- punishment.” 

“The Sikhs have got nothing from the ters of Baba Joginder Singh, On 31 July, the day the Congressd) 

accord. Besides, the All India Sikh Baba Joginder Singh who has been MP, Lalit Maken and his wtfe 
Students Federation (AlfSF) is also busy doing amritprachar for the last Geetanjali, were shot dead outside 
with Baba Joginder Singh.” five months will now be addressing their New Delhi residence, rumours 

The AISSF supporters had org'’- districtwise party conferences all were heard in Amritsar that Longow- 
nised a black-flag demonstration over the state from 16 August till 8 al had been killed. A senior intelli- 
against Longowal on his arrival in September, the day he has convened gence officer of Punjab remarked, 

the Golden Temple on 30 July after an all-world Sikh conference in “Longowal’s life will be in danger 

the Delhi accord had been signed. Amritsar. Baba Joginder Singh, now. For the Sikh militants, he i^l 

Sdon afterwards, gunshots were according to sources close to him, be on the hit-list along with Prime 

heard for the first time as supporters will * attack Longowal at the Minister Rajiv Gandhi.” Has the De- 

of Longowal and Baba Joginder party conferences and conventions. Ihi accord really solved the Punjab 

Singh clashed outside the Teja Singh Baidev Singh Brar, an advocate and a problem and brought permanent 

Samundari Hall in the.tSolden Tern- close confidant of the Baba said, peace in the troubled state? 
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"Hie Terrorists Have Been 



Sooo after bis Swearing-in as the 




Arjm Singb swung iatp action. He 
opened the doors 0 / the Raj Bha- 
'Man said streams a£ people walked 
la- They poured their hearts out to 
him. He listened to all and at the 
end of the oonversanoo often 
uttered in a very low voice, “J will 
Iptdc into ft," Four months later, his 
efforts fructified in the accord. Ex¬ 
cerpts from an mterview: 

Q : How did you come to grips 
with the Punjab problem? 

A: The technique was simple. 
You have to look at it from a 
psychological point of view People 
from all walks of life shared their 
feelings with me since I made my¬ 
self accessible to them. I never 
went to Panchmauri after Badal and 
the others went there although peo¬ 
ple have been persisting otherwise 
I came to Punjab without any con¬ 
tacts and started as a fresher. 

Q: What was the basis of your 
assessment of the Punjab situation? 

As Well 1 was convinced from the 
vei 7 beginmng that people from aU 
walks of life wanted a solution to 
the problem. They were in no mood 
for ^e agitation to continue. I think 
that was enough incentive for me to 
start. 1 told the Prime Minister that 
the people of Punjab want peace. 
He was earnest and keen to bring 
about the same- But then I thought 
that the people of Punjab should 
themselves experience the sincer¬ 
ity of the PM to solve the Punjab 
problem. That is how the PM’s 
Hussainisvalh visit came about. His 
ttkessage and announcements there 
svere a clear indication to the peo¬ 
ple of Punjab about the honest of 
'Ms. fHorts- 

Qt’Whar happened after Hus- 
aainiwala? 

A: Once the message was put 
aeroas there was no stopping peo 
pie, politicians and the media. 
Everyone praised it whole- 
iMMi|irtedty. Then came constructive 
uilgestlans and expressions from 
aU 4hrection$. This further con- 
firthed my belief that the people in 
t*URjlib were striving fttf a« amic¬ 
able solution. That is how the furth¬ 
er maps of releasing the political 
fwMtiKenB of the AIwF and other 
pcditieal parties canm about. Then 


came Baisakbi and the Jallianwala 
Baghmeet which was an expression 
of concern and commitment not 
only of the centre but of the whole 
country. 

Q; Do you think the Punjab- 
accord meets all the demands 
of the Sikhs? 

A; It is an effort at bringmg about 
a consensus of the main issues. It 
should be looked at in totality. 

Q Do you think the PM hed sojm 
understanding with Sant Longei^ 
beyond the accord? 

A. Personally 1 think none. You 
should put this question to theta. 

Q; When and where did you fwit 
meet Sant Longowal? 

A. On 21 July at Chandigarb- 

Q; Did you meet Prakash Singh 
Badal and Gurcharaa Singh Tohra 
too? 

A No 

Q Is It true that the centre bad 
suggested to Sant Longowal to ex- 


clhde Badal and Tahta from the 





1 was convinced that 
people from all walks of 
life wanted a solution to 
the Punjab problem. 
They were in no mnod 
fortheagitatlento 
continue. I thiidii that 
was enough incentive 
for me to start. 


A: "the centre bail not ,etatted 
running me Akah Dal. It was en¬ 
tirely their own ^arw matteif. We 
have tio idea M tb why (he j:Vbs|hl 
not attend the meeting,» • <> tw 

Q, WiB the iffeer' wa'tBi»,t*0|^; 
afhtpi Rajastben kdvorsely? - >> 
A: To be fs^ tpute accord, 1 thii)k 
we should not coiament uppn these 
issues. It IS for the tribna% to look 
into. \ * 1 

Q; Do yoft thlt^ahe tmrorists will 
strike again'? ' 

A: Well, tiiday th(w are totally 
iscdated. Our elaotts In this direc¬ 
tion are sriU continuing. Law and 
, order is under cpntror. The desper¬ 
ate people who don’t wish to See 
Punjab peaceful will keep trying to 
disrupt the peace butjWp are ftil^ 
prepared. Those who will disturb 
the hation’e integration will be 
dealt With firmly. 

Q: What do you have to say about 
Bhajan Lal*s comment that Abolaar 
and Fazilka wi^ go to Haryana? 

A: I am no one to comment. It is 
for die tribuiials and commissions 
to take further decisions on the 
accord. 

Q; What do yoU ihinlr of the 
dissent of Badal and Tohra to the 
accord? 

A: I don’t want to involve mysdf, 
in this controversy. However, „the' 
accord is meant for the, state and 
not for individuals. 

Q; Do you think the United Akih 
DaPs reactibn on 30 July will 
per the spirit of die peace aeeofd? 

A; We will take fare of these 
risks. We have made it very clear 
that no one has the right to dxturb 
the peace Of Punjab and India. We 
have arrested the miscreants and 
we'shall tackle such pe<;^le firmly., 
They can play riihir politics inside 
their party but no eidubttien thafls 
viident will ever bfe‘ tolerated, ’ 
Q: Can we bopg for election^ in 
the hear futbrer 
A: Elections are certainly on ths 
horison but a decision jejll havf to 
be taken ke^isg in view the sithk' 
tion ihevailing in the state. Aoy* 
way, we neeil some time to assess 
the stiuation about which i sbali bh 
able he make up ^my mind os^ by 
the fhbt week of August. 

fPIPffipiW W ™w irnpifi^pim 
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The Fight for Supremacy 

The AkaJi Dal is riven with intra-party rivalry 


T he historical accord on Pun¬ 
jab has brought a sense of 
relief to both the Sikhs and 
the Hindus. The euphoria 
throughout the state indicates that 
people of Punjab want peace. But 
Prakash Singh Badal, the former 
Chief minister of Punjab seemed de¬ 
jected. He refused to comment 
on the accord saying that he reserved 
them for the meeting in Anandpur 
Sahib. 

At Anandpur Sahib. Badal and 
Tohra were closeted with Harchand 
Singh Longowal for more than three 
hours much before the formal meet¬ 
ing of the Akalis began. S. S. Bamala 
and Balwant Singh also joined them, 
the three pro-accord leaders made a 
vain effort to win over the two dissi¬ 
dents. At the meeting both Badal and 
Tohra made unemotional speeches 
expressing their dissent over each 
clause of the accord. Tohra added 
that the party had demanded special 
rights for Punjab in the Anandpur 
Sahib Resolution whereas only a part 
of it dealing with the inter-state 
relations has been referred to the 
Sarkaria Commission. He further 
said that the resolution was adopted 
at the historic Anandpur Sahib 
gurudwara and the entire sangat 
(congregation) has supported it. He 
regretted that Sant Longowal did not 
even care for the pre-conditions laid 
down for talks on 8 July. The SGPC 
president said that unless the centre 
announced a general amnesty for all 
army deserters and those arrested in 
connection with the trouble in Pun¬ 
jab, the dignity of the Sikhs could not 
be restored. 

Prakash Singh Badal too did not 
tqpprove of the accord. He told the 
gathering that the Sikhs have lost 
their wealth, their religious places 
and above all their honour and de¬ 
spite this they went ahead with the 
talks with the centre. Badal also 
expressed his dissatisfaction over the 
enquiry into the anti-Sikh riots. He 
also described the territorial com¬ 
missions as deceptive which he felt 
could deliver judgements against the 
interests of I^jab. Badal said that 
the army jawans had deserted their 
posts, swayed by sheer sentiments 
but. as per the terms of the accord 
only 280 of them would be resettled 
although their total number was 
12,000 

That both Badal and Tohra are 
fighting for their political survival is 


an open secret. It was Prakash Singh 
Badal who promoted Sant Longowal 
when Bhindranwale was reigning 
supreme Badal had expected to use 
the Sant's influence as and when 
required. But during the recent talks 
with the centre, the Sant ignored the 
advice of Badal Not that this has 
come as a shock to Badal He had the 
taste of the Sant’s changed attitude 
much before this accord Sant Lon 
gowal had replaced pro Badal Jathe- 
dars with his own tollowers Theie 
were many more indications for Bad¬ 
al after their release. Badal, aftei the 
emergence of Baba Joginder Singh 
and the so-called ‘United* Akali Dal 
had purposely kept his feet in both 



Prakash Singh Badal; critical of the accord 


the camps. While many of Badal’s 
favourites were in Joginder Singh’s 
camp, the Sant on his part, complete¬ 
ly Ignored both Badal and Tohra and 
went ahead with this accord. This has 
not only hurt their ego, but has also 
undermined their position in 
the party. Badal exhibited his hurt 
ego in a unique manner after the 
crucial meeting was over at Anand¬ 
pur Sahib; he evaded ail queries of 
journalists but later just two 
kilometres from the outskirts of 
Anandpur Sahib, he sat on the road, 
answering all their questions. Ironi¬ 
cally, while he repeatedly said that 
he was not addressing a press confer¬ 
ence, he answered all the questions. 


gave details of his speech at the 
meeting. He made it very clear that 
contrary to Sant Longowal’s claim, 
the decision to accept the accord was 
nut unanimous and that he differed 
on each and every clause of tthe 
accord 

B oth Badal and Tohra are shocked 
at the sudden emergence of Sant 
Longowal as a national leader. 
Another reason for their dissent on 
the accord is the independent man¬ 
ner in which the Sant has tackled the 
situation. Badal went to the extent of 
telling journalists at his roadside 
pi ess conference that he will voice 
his diffeiences wherever theic is a 
Sikh forum Political observers feel 
that both Badal and Tohra are likely 
to launch a mass contact drive—as 
they have also stated—to mobilise 
support for themselves against the 
accord But considering the over 
whelming support of the Sikh masses 
to the accoid, it is doubtful whether 
such a campaign will succeed in 
arousing Sikh sentiments. The agree¬ 
ment has not affected the masses 
adversely and secondly both Badal 
and Tohra are shrewd enough to 
understand that a split at this junc¬ 
ture would ultimately prove fatal for 
the Akali Dal Longowal has once 
again regained the image of a moder¬ 
ate and anyone who leaves the Dal 
will be branded as an extremist. 

The Sant’s emergence as a national 
leader can be attributed to various 
factors. The Sant recently toured the 
whole country in an effort to assess 
the real damage done to the Sikhs 
during the November riots. His visit 
to other states, brought him face-to- 
face with reality and his meetings 
with various intellectual and other 
groups also influenced his attitude to 
wards the Punjab problem. Besides 
the support of the entire opposition 
when he adopted a conciliatory stand 
and the total disgust among the peo¬ 
ple in Punjab who were fed up by the 
prolonged uncertainty could have 
been vital factors. The Sant addres¬ 
sed a senes of meetings attended by 
u large number of Hindus. The first 
one in Sangrur earned hhn a lot of 
respect from Hindus and paved the 
way tor communal harmony. Most 
important of all, was the role that the 
government—especially Governor 
Arjun Singh—-played by building up 
the Sant’s image as a national leader. 
Htta Shantm, Chmutgarh 
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^'Badal is the Main Leader” 

Akali Dal chief Sant Longowal told Sunday 


Q : How was the accord reached in 
just three days? 

A; I feel even three days was a 
long time—after witnessing Rajiv 
Gandhi's sincerity of purpose and 
our honest struggle, I think it 
should have taken only three mi¬ 
nutes. 

Q: If in some changed circumst¬ 
ances, the decisions are nor im- 
pJemented by the centre...? 

A: Likhti faisle koi sarkar nahin 
badaJdi. (No government goes back 
on written decisions). Also I am 
very hopeful of the implementation 
of the accord 

Q; The general impression is that 
Badal fears that there is a campaign 
to promote Barnala as a prospective 
chief ministei if the Akah Dal com¬ 
es to power in the state. 

A: Badal is still the mam leader 
of the Akaii Dal. II he is teelmg 
in.secute, it's wrong on his part He 
should not lend his ears ivi others 
who are opposed to us and trying 
their level best to divide us We 
should stand as one. I lepeat, even 
today the Akali Dal party leader is 
Badal alone. Aftei the Gurnam 
Singh ministry, it was Badal who 
was chosen as chief minister. Why’’ 
(It was) Barnala (who) had sug¬ 
gested Badal’s name. 

Q: Whv do you think Tohra is 
oppo.sed to the accord? 

A; I don’t think he is 
Q: Bur he has expressed his dis¬ 
sent. 

A. Tohra is the most experienced 
man m the Akali Dal. He is the 
president of the SGFC. A wise man 
He knows best what he is doing and 
why. But I personally feel both 
Badal and Tohra will realise that 
the accord will benefit the Panth 
and the people of Punjab in the 
long run. 

Q: Badal has claimed that only 
280 army deserters nut of 12,000 
qualify for the resettlement clause. 
What is your opinion? 

A; Badal has got the wrong im¬ 
pression. In the first place I have 
gone through the exact figures of 
deserters which is not 12,000 but 
about 6,000. They have been di¬ 
vided into three categories and will 
be dealt with accordingly. Apart 
from the accord, 1 personally feel 
that considering the centre’s honest 
attitude towards handling the Pun¬ 


jab problem, the deserters cases 
will be handled kindly. Some of 
them have already been released at 
Nagpur. I for myself don’t doubt the 
sincerity of purpose in the accord. 

Q: What about the Akali DaTs 
demands regarding economic and 
educational policies? 

A; These will automatically be 
taken care of once the demand for 
state autonomy is accepted. 

Q: With reference to the river 
waters issue, do you think Haryana 
and Rajasthan will get a fair deal? 

A; Desh de kanoon mutabak essa 
koi kanoon nahin jis naal Haryana 
re Rajasthan nu Punjab, pani deve. 
Punjab he ess pani da kudrat wal- 
lon hakdar hai (According to the 
laws of our country, there is no 
clause which gives Haryana and 
Rajasthan the rights to this water. 
Even God had willed Punjab to 
have the real right over this water). 
However, we are ready to share as 
much as we can out of our share and 
that has been settled by fixing a 
date. 

Q: What are your comments on 
Bhajan Lai's statement that Abohar 
and Fazilka will go to Haryana^ 

A: No, this is a wrong claim. 
Fazilka and Abohar have not even 
been referred to in the accord. And 
the tribunal too is meant to settle 
the transfers of Hindi-speaking vil¬ 
lages to Haryana and Punjabi¬ 
speaking villages to Punjab. There 
is no question of Abohar and Fazil- 
ka going to Haryana. In any case 
these are also Punjabi-speaking 
areas. 

Q. How do you feel about the 
rejection of the accord by the “Un¬ 
ited" Akali Dal? 

A. They have their mm views, so 
let them express it in ai.y way they 
like. The Akah Dal had started the 
morcha on 4 August 1982 for cer- 
ain demands. And all those de¬ 
mands have been accepted in the 
accord We hav< succeeded in our 
morcha. If others don’t approve of 
It let them not. They should rethink 
over this rejection with a cool mind. 
Ohna nu kisse panth virodhi di 
chakk which nahin ouna chahida 
(they should not let people who are 
opposed to the Panth lead them). 
The accord is in the favour of the 
Panth and the whole of Punjab. 


Q: Do you think their rejection of 
the accord has in any way itiHu- 
enced the people of Punjab? 

A: No, I don’t think so. I have 
already addressed about sev,qi( Of, 
eight conferences in Amritsar, Sam 
grur, Faridkot and Bhatioda. The 
overwhelming response in favour of 
the accord and also the impressive, 
number of (people at these) gather¬ 
ings is enough indication 

that people have appreciated the 
accord. 

Q: Don’t you think differences 
with Jagdev Singh Talwandi oc- 
the years led to the formation of 
“United” Akali Dal, which is now 
all set to work against you and the 
Akah Dal under the leadership of 
Baba Joginder Singh? 

A: 1 personally have nothing 
against Talwandi or Baba Joginder 
Singh. While Talwandi is like a 
brother to me Baba is a buzurg 
(revered old man) if nothing else at 
least ai the level of humanity. Un¬ 
fortunately, they are caught up in a 
situation where Panth virodhi (ene¬ 
mies of the Panth) are exploiting 
them. It will need great courage on 
the part of both Talwandi and Baba 
to come out of their clutches. 

Q: Why do you think Baba Jogin¬ 
der Singh was the only Indian to 
receive Id greetings from Zia-ul 
Haq? 

A; Good enough, the Akali Dal is 
not an agent of anyone. F.h tan 
kt wal te kewal Guru Granth Sahib 
de sidhantan nu parwan karan lai 
hai (Akali Dal is an agent of only 
Shri Guru Granth Sahib and a mes¬ 
senger of Its principles). 

Q: Will the Akah Dal reconsider 
its policy of mi,xing religion with 
politics especially after what it has 
gone through in the past three 
years? 

A: We will continue with the 
religio-political structure because I 
very strongly feel that it’s only 
dharam which brings an element of 
kindness, honesty, and sincerity in 
politics. Otherwise a ruler tends to 
become a dictator. Sikhs will con¬ 
tinue to seek guidance from the 
Shri Guru Granth Sahib in the 
fields of religion and politics. 

Mervfmwed by Kta Sharma, Cbandlgarti 
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Can Punjab Risk an Early Poll? 

The accord should be given some time to sink in before polls are announced 
in the state since the election campaign may sharpen the 
communal divide, feels Inder Kumar Gujral 


T he post-accord feeling of re¬ 
lief has surfaced a desire to 
expedite the election process 
in the state. The five-year 
term of the Assembly has already 
expired and unless a popular govern¬ 
ment can be put in office before 5 
October, the Constitution has to be 
amended to enable the centre to 
continue its rule. 

As a principle, I feel, the nation 
should not tolerate any postpone¬ 
ment of the polls. The rulers, some¬ 
times, tend to prolong their stay in 
office by unethical means. By and 
large, the Indian democracy has 
adhered to this rule and except the 
Emergency aberration, the Parlia¬ 
ment and the Assemblies have been 
elected in due time. Assam’s turmoil 
has distorted this healthy practice 
and the state has, more or less, 
remained unrepresented in two suc¬ 
cessive Parliaments. The fake ^poll 
that put the Saikia government in 
power has indeed compromised the 
fair name of the Indian ballot box. 

The dilemma in Punjab is rather 
extraordinary. The tormenting agita¬ 
tion has fractured the traditional 
Punjabi society. As is well known, 
the cultural interweave of the Hin¬ 
dus and the Sikhs is such that many 
families cannot survive without a 
cover of this fabric. And yet the 
strains have come both in social 
behaviour and political affiliations. 

The Sikh polity, in pre-agitation 
days, backed the Akali Party selec¬ 
tively. The rich farming community 
particularly the Jats went with it. But 
the Nirankaris, the Radhaswamis, 
the Namdharis and Marhabis (the 
Sikh harijans) usually supported the 
Congress. 

On the Hindu side too there was 
inter-phasing. The erstwhile Jana 
Sangh(now the Bhartiya Janata Par¬ 
ty) drew its susienance from the 
Arya .Samajis, the middle-level shop¬ 
keepers and some sections ol the 
younger Hindu intelligentsia that 
had graduated through the RSS 
shakhas. Neither any significant sec¬ 
tion of the Sikhs nor the rural voters 
ever backed them. The appeal of the 
Congress—and later the Congres- 
s(i)—^has been widely spread out 
both in the rural and the urban 
segments. That had made it durable. 
But the process of the Akali agita¬ 


tion changed all this. The urban 
Hindus felt insecure since the terror¬ 
ists were hitting along the communal 
divide and the BJP, in the earlier 
phases, was unable to make up its 
mind. The local leaders had shared 
power with the Akalis and they still 
maintained cordial relations with the 
leaders like Sardar Prakash Singh 
Badal. By the time they decided to 
work out a policy posture, the Hindu 
polity had been splintered along un 
familiar lines. A series of Surakhsha 
Samities—mostly comprising the 
youth—came up in towns and cities. 
They did not have any coordinated 
thinking or centralised leadership 
But they had progressively moved 



Sant Loflgowal: quest for peace 


away from the BJP >n their hour of 
distress they looked up to the Con 
gress(I) but more specifically to Mrs 
Gandhi. They backed her when .she 
was firm and moaned when she 
talked of healing the wounds. 

Ironically, despite this favourable 
environment, the Congress(I1, at the 
local level, was not able to consoli¬ 
date its appeal amongst the Hindus 
for two reasons; one, the Congress(I) 
did not have any towering Punjabi 
Hindu in its ranks who could attract 
them. And in a highly communalised 
mood, they did not see much differ 
ence between the different shades of 
the Sikh turbans. Secondly, the 
local leadership of the party 


was falling between the two stools of 
communal loyalty and the very thin ' 
veneer of secularism. 

As the agitation progressed, the 
Sikh masses—the non-Akali ones— 
now began to polarise around various 
factions of the Akalis. Operation 
Bluestar emanated a new psyche 
amongst them. Deeply hurt, they 
closed their ranks in a rather unpre¬ 
cedented way; whereas the youth 
picked up the blood-soaked banner 
of Bhindranwale, the others, inside 
Punjab, saw hope in the collective 
leadership of Longowal, Tohra and 
Badal. Some sectors of the intel¬ 
ligentsia—like Gen. Jagjit Singh Au¬ 
rora and Amnnder Singh ot Patiala— 
also intiTvened to provide solace to 
the injured minds and bodies 

Within the Sikh polity, anothei ^ 
struggle has emanated in the prt , 
and piist accord eras Baba Joginder 
Singh heads a “United" Akali Dal 
composed of three heterogeneou.s 
elements- the erstwhile Badal sup 
porteis who are moderate in outlook 
and have defected because of the 
giirdwara elections, the Talwandi 
rumii--that has a very limited base 
but IS ideologically separatist—and 
the All India Sikh Students' Federa¬ 
tion youth that is angry and frus¬ 
trated 

It will be well nigh impossible for 
the aged leadet to create a cohesive j. 
party out of this diversity which can 
make a mark in the coming elections. 
But It has an immense capacity to 
spoil the Akali prospects at the polls 
and embarrass Longowal. 

The Sikh Students’ Federation 
may not be active terrorists them¬ 
selves, but their radical outlook can 
unsettle the accord. In the forthcom¬ 
ing Shiromani Gurdwara Praban- 
dhak Committee elections, their 
voice may tilt the balance. That is 
why both Badal and Tohra want to 
court this party without joining it. 

T he Longowal Akali Dal has 
proved its mettle. But in its hour 
of triumph it is faced with a split 
within its ranks. Mr Badal and Mr 
Tohra are men of stature and had 
made a worthwhile contribution in 
consolidating the moderate lead- 
eiship. Though, in the pre-Operation 
Bluestar era, they failed to take 
charge of the boat that went into the 
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rough seas 

In the era that began with their 
lelease fiom the jails the three of 
them have not shaied peiteptions ot 
the situation Sant 1 ongowal’s perso 
nalitv underwent a remarkable meta 
moiphosis duiing his incaiteiation 
Fven though he gioped foi a while 
he acquiied daiitv of vision and a 
credible articulation Once he came 
out ot Punjab, in the end of April he 
saw foi himself the desirability of 
emeiging out ot the narrow cocoon 
Piakash Singh Badal has a vers 
rich backgiound ot administrative 
experience, a piogiessive outlook 
and sophisticated articulation 
I hough in mans critical moments, 
he saw the pitfalls before his party, 
he refused to assett himself As a 
mattei of tact,sometimes ht went 
along the road ol iirationality—like 
burning Article 2S ol the Constitu 
iK'n —t vtn wnen he felt that it was 
not idvistihli In the inner patty fac 
tior.aiism ht has been backed by a 
huge rnaioiitv of the MLAs and the 
bettti tducatid membeis of the par 
t\ Oil tht othei side of the feme the 
Piiniab] Hindus trusttd him more 
than any oihoi Akali leadei 

lohid IS a product of gurdwdra 
politics His peasant backgiound has 
given him i veiv fiini base in the 
oiganisation He has been an impor 
tant comiioiuni ot the parts’s collec 
list Icadeiship and has given it a 
fiim footing since he has been an 
tffectist head of the giitdwaia man 
age meiit committee the SGPC The 
trio together are a formidable com 
biiiation 1 hough even in tht best of 
times relatums between the two— 
Badal and fohra—have been less 
than amu able the two had somehow 
^ agiced on Longowal s leadership 
The difficulty suilaced during the 
last election of the president ot the 
SGPC All three of them were in jail 
at that time Longowal felt that it 
would be unwise to displace Tohra 
from his position as pi esident of the 
SGPC particularly when he was the 
target of sc'vere attack from the 
extremists and the authorities So he 
backed him up to defeat a Badal 
supporter, S Atma Singh who ironi 
cally also had covert support from 
some of the Punjab Congress leaders 
The three di if ted apai t in a way that 
has brought Badal and Tohra closei 
to each other against Longowal—at 
least foi the time being 

i n this highly complex background, 
IS It advisable to hold elections 
soon’' A capsuled view of the concern 
potaiy history of Punjab, makes one 
conclude that the eias of comp^^a 
, live stability always coincided w^h 
' an os’ert oi covert coalition betsveen 

___- 
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I the two communities, the Hindus and 
the Sikhs 

Before 1966—when Haryana and 
Punjab were not separated—the 
Congress derived its main suppoit 
from the Hindi speaking region and 
the Akalis supported it by joining its 
ranks Many leading Congress(l) 
Sikh leaders todas, including Buta 
Singh, joined the ruling party during 
that period 

The Punjabi speaking areas of un 
ited Punjab had more oi less a ba 
lanced Hindu Sikh population A 
stable government emerged when 
the erstwhile adversaries—the Jana 
Sangh and the Akali Dal—formed a 
senes of coalitions under the lead 
ership of late Guinam Singh and 
later Prakash Smgh Badal The Con 
gress intervened unethically by 
either dismissing them or by indue 
ing defections 

The Indira wav put Giani 7ail 
Singh in power in 1972 To this single 
party tenure can be traced the em 
ergence of Bhindianwale ^and the 
desecularisation of the Congress par 
ty inducing a long term instability 
Thi, history has one moral Punjab 
badly needs a coalition govoinment 
with an adequate participatjoii 
both the communities A j^fmed 
objective of the accord should aim at 
this Lven though it may be easy now 


for the Congress(I) to win or foi that 
matter even Akalis may triumph but 
the results, in eithei case will be sad 
In a polarised situation, the voting is 
likely to be on communal lines and 
therefore the campaigns will be high 
ly vituperative This can drown the 
spirit of the accord and bring out the 
latent aggiessiveness again The 
accord should be given some time to 
sink in and regenerate the tradition 
al intei dependence Let us proceed 
slowly and go to polls only after a tew 
months 

One more point needs rethinking 
for entirely partisan teasons, the 
second chamber of the Legislature 
was abolished in Punjab during the 
Gurnam Singh regime The move was 
primarily motivated by the presence 
of a Congress led majority m the 
Council 

Upper Houses in State Legisla 
tures ate essential safeguards in the 
complex polities like Punjab A le 
vived Legislative Council will have 
some senior and sober voices in the 
Chamber (The upper House was abo 
hshed in Punjab m 1967) Punjab 
badly needs the advice and interven 
non of Its intellectuals, thinkeis and 
the seniois who do not wish to go 
ihiough the din of the elections, but 
canrendei yeoman service to rebuild 
a vigoious Punjabi uniiv 
__ 
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starvation in Kaiahandi 


An indifferent f.B. Patnaik government compounds the plight of the 
starving people in this drought-stricken drstric t of Orissa 


^ ^H^Hihere is no cause for con 
■ ■ H cern,” Onssa’s revenue 
■ ministei Jugal Kishore 
H Patnaik told an agitated 
state Assembly on 18 July at the end 
of a stormy debate on the drought in 
Kaiahandi district At least 17 lives 
had, by then, perished in five blocks 
of the district—four in Komna, six in 
Bhawanipatna, tour in Junagarh, two 
in Dhai amgarh and one in Sinapali— 


after days of starvation What is 
more important, the minister was 
known to have visited at least two 
villages, Hatibandha in Sinapali 
block and Naktiguda in Junagaih 
block, where five deaths by starva 
tion had already taken place by the 
middle of July Though he was fully 
aware of the death of Ullas Mehei, a 
41 year old woman, which had occur 
red shortly before his visit to her 



village, Hatibandha on 13 July, he 
tried to hush it up by paying Rs 300 
to her family Lest the surviving 
members ol her family—one son and 
two daughters—be dissatisfied, the 
minister gave them 40 kg of rice, two 
kg of dal, one kg of salt, two dhotis 
and two sans More inducements 
followed one government otficial 
offered them Rs l.SOO on 24 Jiilv in 
full view of thf Janata Party legisla 
tors of the district who weic piesent 
in the village to assess the conditions 
ot distiess There could not have 
been a more serious case of 
starvation death which the Pat 
naik government eagerly tried to 
covet up Ullas s husband had 
alieady died ot hunger five months 
earlier and their sun, Lambodar Meh 
er, and his two sister*, wcie starving 
for days Anothti son, Abhimanyu 
(22 ) had fled home and his whereab 
outs are still unknown The father, 
piioi to his death, had sold his hut 
ment to a neighbour, Ananta Ram, 
foi Rs 700 which sustained them for a 
couple ol months The starving fami 
ly was now without a place for shel 
tei lo add to the consternation of 
the Patnaik administration. Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi had included ' 
Sinapali block in his 27 luly itinerary 
in Kaiahandi district to have a first¬ 
hand knowledge of the drought situa 
tion 

The chief minister, J B Patnaik’s 
designs were exposed during the 
Assembly discussions He had visited 
Chhata village in Komna block on 20 
July by which time as many as four 
deaths had taken place He even 
visited the families of the victims 
Yet, he had all along been silent 
during the House debates on the 
grim Kaiahandi situation Nor did he 
inform the Prime Minister about the 
deaths The Prime Minister, whose 
sudden visit was prompted by re¬ 
ports of sale of babies by hungry 
mothers and relatives, was apparent¬ 
ly not aware of the starvation deaths. 
His visit took place before the first 
reports about the deaths had 
trickled in The chief minister would 
not have cared to rush to faraway 
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Kalahandt on the morning of 20 July 
had the surprise message about the 
Prime Minister’s programme not 
come in 16 hours earlier, leaving his 
entire administration unnerved. His 
revenue minister was forced to visit 
Kalahandi on 13 July only after he 
was repeatedly grilled in the Assem¬ 
bly on the Kalahandi situation. The 
issue of the sale of a baby which 
rocked the House on the opening day 
of its budget session on .3 July, 
showed no sign of abatement. In 
order to refute the allegation that he 
had not had an on-the-spot know¬ 
ledge of the conditions of the people, 
the minister undertook the tour. 
Moreover, he had to face an irate 
opposition during the debate on the 
demands foi grants for his depart¬ 
ment five days later, on 18 July. But 
both the revenue minister and the 
chief minister disowned responsibil¬ 
ity for the starvation deaths. First, 
Jugal Kishore Patnaik played 
truant; he was not present in the 
Assembly when an adjournment mo¬ 
tion was moved by the opposition 
demanding a debate on the deaths 
with the Speaker postponing it to 29 
July, two days after the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s visit. When the motion was 
finally discussed, the revenue minis¬ 
ter and the chief minister rejected 
the starvation deaths as deaths due 
to diarrhoea and gastro-enteritis. 
The speaker, Prasanna Kumar Das, 
apparently disallov/ed the motion, 
thereby provoking the opposition 
members who later surged forward 
near his rostrum. 
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D eba Majhi (35) and his wife. 

Kamala (26), of Chhata village in 
Komna block of Kalahandi district, 
who lost both their sons—three-year- 
oid Duibal and one-year-old 
Piladhar—would, however, not 
understand why the government was 
unwilling to admit that their babies 
had died of hunger. Starved for days. 


Deba and Keunala had no other way 
of satisfying their crying hungry chil¬ 
dren than feed them with boiled wild 
roots, leaves and fruits collected 
from the forests nearby. “I was 
crying with him (pointing to the 
younger child) while forcing him to 
swallow the roots and leaves,” said 
Kamala. Asked if she did not breast¬ 
feed the baby, a dazed Kamala, sea¬ 
ted beside her husband who was too 
shocked to say anything, broke down 
putting a counter-question: How 
could that be possible when she had 
been starving for long, subsisting 
only on “da/, phal, mahul (wild 
leaves, fruits and roots and dried 
mahua flower which are boiled be¬ 
fore eating)?” 

One hears the same story from 
Devaki Majhi and her husband 
Pursotam Majhi, whose three-year- 
old daughter, Jamuna, died on 13 
July, the day Kabi Majhi (31) lost his 
wife Tara Dei (25). Shortly after¬ 
wards, hunger robiwd Balmati and 
her husband Kapur Rout of their 
three-and-a-half-year-old son, Budu, 
on 19 July while Topa Bewa, mother 
of Nanda Lai, a Harijan, died two 
days earlier, on 17 July. 

The sad tale is repeated in other 
blocks of Kalahandi district. In Gola- 
munda village in Dharamgarh block, 
Rupadhar Durga (48) died in the first 
week of May after ten days of starva¬ 
tion leaving his wife, Ambika Bewa 
(45) to her own fate as the family had 
no one else to support the emaciated 
woman, suffering from acute mal¬ 
nutrition. Around the same time, 
50-year-old Raghu Naik of the same 
village died of starvation. His wife, 
Biraja and physically handicapped 
dau^ter do not know as to how long 
they can stay away from the clutches 
of death. 

“The J.B. Patnaik government is 
working overtime to explain away 
the deaths as those caused by di¬ 
arrhoea than for taking measures to 
enable the rest of the dying masses to 
survive,” said Bikram Keshari Deo, a 
Janata legislator from Kalahandi dis¬ 
trict. No one likes to eat harmful 
roots and leaves and invite diarrhoea 
and other stomach diseases resulting 
in deaths,” he adde’d. In fact, any 
visitor to the drought-hit areas can 
see famished men, women and chil¬ 
dren living in untold poverty, strug¬ 
gling against heavy odds. It is a sorry 
picture. 

Malnutrition has reduced the villa¬ 
gers to human skeletons, with sunk¬ 
en eyes and faces and swollen bel¬ 
lies. The government officials, like 
Dr Negi in Komna block, concede the 
seriousness of the condition and won¬ 
der at their surviving flower. The 
people live in huts which could hard¬ 
ly protect them from sun or rain and 
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ar# ber^t of arty belongings. The 
(keSses the adults wear are just 
shrbfls of clothes; the women are no 
less'better. The potbellied children 
roam about naked and mob visitors 
for food. With a government as in¬ 
sensible as ever it cannot be said for 
certain if many of them will be 
spared the cold touch of death in the 
doming months in the absence of a 
massive relief mobilisation. 

An unofficial estimate puts the 
death toll at over one hundred by the 
end of July which, considering the 
vastness of the area and the large 
number of people affected, appears 
to be true. At least one-third of the 
district’s population of over 13 lakhs 
living in eight blocks—Komna, Khar- 
iar, rSawapara, Bodeh, Sinapali, 
Dharamgarh, Junagarh and Bhawani- 
patna—are in the grip of drought 
ovei the last three years. 

T he plight of the people in faraway 
Kalahandi bordering Madhya 
Pradesh hardly moves the adminis¬ 
tration at Bhubaneswar. Nor does it 
receive adequate media attention. 
The hunger Strike by the young MLA 
from Bhawanipatna, Bhakta Charan 
Das, in May demanding immediate 
relief measures on a massive scale in 
the drought-hit areas was just not 
taken note of. Nor did his letters to 
the chief minister and the authorities 
evoke any response. This demand for 
bringing Kalahatidi under central 
administration was pooh-poohed by 
the treasury benches. It was when 
the press followed up the Sarvodaya 
leader, Mrs Parbati Girl’s statement 
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oil the sale of babies by hungry 
mothers and relatives that the com¬ 
placent Patnaik government sprung 
into action. It denied the sale of 
babies only to be humiliated later 
during the Prime Minister’s visit 
when Rajiv Gandhi, in the presence 
of chief minister Patnaik, was told by 
Phanas Punji rn her hutment at 
Amlapali village in Khariar block 
that she had to sell her sister-ih-law 
Banita (14) for Rs 40 for the 
survival of the rest of her family— 
herself and her two children; a son 
and a daughter. 

The degrading poverty and gov¬ 
ernmental negligence could be 
fathomed from what Phanas Punji 
subsequently told newsmen: though 
she would very much like to, she 
would not sell her three-year-old 
daughter now; she would do it when 
the girl was grown up and would 
fetch a higher price. The struggle for 
existence has hardened the hearts of 
mothers like Rama Gahir of Mahara- 
jor village in Boden block who betray 
no emotion while depositing their 
babies with strangers, whether at a 
price or free of cost. 

Utter poverty has ruined families 
with the husbands having left their 
young wives for far-off places in 
search of jobs, never to return. First 
came the news of an Adivasi girl, 
Jhimti Majhi, from Kiribeda village 
in Khariar block, whose husband 
Harichandra (Mangalu) Majhi left 
her shortly after their marriage. She 
was abducted and sold at Biiaspur in 
Madhya Pradesh, but managed to 
escape with another girl of her area 
who had met a similar fate, according 
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to the village cbowkidar, Ghana 
Mahananda. Meanwhile, several re¬ 
ports of husbands deserting their 
homes to seek means of livelihood 
elsewhere but never returning are 
pouring in. Three .such cases have 
been received from Hatibandha vil¬ 
lage in Sinapali block. Twenty-year- 
old Dhanmati is left to fend foi 
herself and her two-year-old child, 
her husband having disappeared for 
the last one year. The whereabouts of 
Gurubari Harijan, husband of Pata’ 
Dei, are yet unknown since one-and- 
a-half years. Pata Dei and her two- 
year-old baby are now half-starved. 
Shakuntala Bhoi, mother of a six- 
month-old baby, was happy when her 
husband left home twro months ago to 
search for a job which would sustain 
the family. But she is now faced with 
an uncertain future with no trace of 
her husband’s whereabouts. 

Thousands of people have been 
leaving their villages and working as 
rickshawpullers and bonded labour¬ 
ers in other states, particularly j 
Madhya Pradesh. The state govern- ! 
ment which has failed to piovide 
them employment in their own land 
is under the impression that they are 
well-off elsewhere. The revenue 
minister stated in the Assembly that j 
those working as rickshawpullers in 
Raipur, Madhya Pradesh, earn a j 
“good living.’’ The assumption, ■ 
however, runs counter to what the ■ 
people say about tiie hard life they 
lead in other siate;» tu keep the wolf 
from the door. The story of bonded 
labourers is .shocking. Said Laksh- 
man Singh Thakur and Baishnab Bag 
of Badi village in Khariar block, “We 
had to run away from Pathankot 
(Jammu and Kashmir) 25 days after 
we reached there. A longer stay 
would have meant death. Seven of us 
went to Pathankot through an agent 
at Sindhekoia (in bordering Bolangir 
district). We had to do earthwork 
from six in the morning to six in the 
evening. We were paid nothing. We 
were only given food which hardly 
satisfied our hunger. We were lodged 
in a room made of tin and had not 
bathed for all the 25 days.” The 
remaining five who went with th^ 
were also planning to escape frdm 
the clutches of the Pathankot em¬ 
ployer, they said. And all this had 
happened in the constituency (Khar¬ 
iar) of Anup Singh Deo, the state’s 
labour minister, notwithstanding the 
repeated claims by the government 
about several measures for the re¬ 
habilitation of bonded labourers. 
The labour market of Raipur is 
shrinking for the Kalahandi people 
since the local people there have 
begun attacking the migrants whose 
presence in large numbers has re¬ 
duced the amount of daily wages. < 
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(Left) Debt Mi^hi and hii wiff, Kamala, whoae two children died of starvation wHhfai a week; (rktht) DevaU M^hi, 
whose three-yeaiMiid daughter Jamoiia died of starvalkm: no end to their woes 


T he agonising situation in Kala- 
handi district is not the result of 
the last three years’ drought alone- 
Since a large part of the district is in 

the rain-shadow zone, it is affected 
by perpetual drought. Revenue re¬ 
cords show that severe drought 
struck the area in 1897, 1902, 1919 
and 1930. The worst drought, which 
assumed the proportions of a famine, 
‘ hit Kalahandi in 1966 when hundreds 
of people died of starvation. The 
then Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, 
visited the area following which a 
series of development schemes, par¬ 
ticularly irrigation projects, were 
mooted. But as the Lok Sabha MP 
from Kalahandi, Jagannath Patnaik, 
told Sunday, none of the irrigation 
projects, exc^t the medium Sundar 
Project, had been implemented dur- 
I. ’ the last two decades. Had all the 
proi'osed projects—Indra, Udanti 
and upper Jonk—been completed 
more than 1.60 lakh acres of land 
could have been irrigated. Further, 
the implementation of the Sundar 
project had been left incomplete 
resulting in irrigation facility for 
only about 50 per cent of the total 
land (4,000 hectares), he said. The 
large upper Indravati project, lo¬ 
cated in the neighbouring Koraput 
district, which was scheduled to have 
I irrigated a large part of Kalahandi 
^ from this year, is yet to be com¬ 


SMKMkV 11-1' AiiOuSl 1W& 


pleted. Considering the snail’s pace 
at which the project is being im¬ 
plemented, one wonders if it can be 
completed even by the end of ihe 
present century. 

If God had been unkind to Kala¬ 
handi in depriving it of rains, the 
government has been no less cruel to 
its people in denying them the mini¬ 
mum water toirrigatetheir land. The 
people have no other place to go 
since the district practically has no 
industry to support a sizeable part of 
its pc. 'ilation. Surprisingly, the dis¬ 
trict, whicn ba.s only one sick veget¬ 
able oil unit IS I. i.. .:;hed as an indus¬ 
trially backward aiea a-^d not as a 
“no industry district,” While ^he lat¬ 
ter classification could have entitled 
the entrepreneurs to a subsidy of 25 
per cent, the former enaoles them to 
get a subsidy of IS per cent. With 
infrastructural facilities like road 
and rail communications remaining 
poor, entrepreneurs do not venture 
forward to set up industries in the 
district. 

The communication problem has 
contributed to the dwindling eco¬ 
nomy of Kalahandi. The block head¬ 
quarters of Sinapali and Boden have 
no road links with their subdivisional 
headquarters at Nawapara. The 70 
km Khariar-Nawapara road has eight 
causeways which are inaccessible 
during the rainy season. The Sambal- 


pur-Bhawanipatna road has re 
mained useless since 1976 because a 
bridge over the river Tel ha.s not 
been repaired, resulting in disrup¬ 
tion of direct communication links 
between Kalahandi and the major 
growth centres of western Orissa like 
Sambalpur and Rourkela. People liv¬ 
ing on the other side of the river 
Sundar in Komna block cannot reach 
the block headquarters, only eight 
km away, during the rains as there is 
no bridge. The foundation stone of 
the bridge was laid in 1981 with 
much fanfare but there is yet no sign 
of it being constructed. With the 
posts of 79 doctors, 71 lady health 
visitors, 67 auxiliary midwives and 
28 sanitary inspectors lying vacant in 
the district and almost all dispensar¬ 
ies having run out of drugs, one can 
well imagine the fate of the patients. 
The political leadership of western 
Orissa which includes Kalahandi, 
being weak and ineffective, and the 
spread of education being very slow, 
the level of consciousness of the 
people of Kalahandi, with about SO 
per cent of the population consisting 
of Adivasis and Harijans, is low. The 
first college in the district was estab¬ 
lished at its headquarters at Bhaiwa- 
nipatna only in I960. There are in all 
eight colleges now, including only 
one government college. Thuramul- 
Rampur block, with a population of 
50,000, had its first high school in 
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1975 and produced its first matricu¬ 
late only last year 
The people do not know how to 
assert their rights or are even una 
ware of them They had fallen at the 
feet of Indira Gandhi two decades 
ago to save them from death, they 
made the same gesture to her son, 
Rajiv Gandhi, and his wife, Sonia, 
when they visited them on 27 July 
Desperate in their struggle foi sur 
vival they took the Prime Minister 
and his wife as their saviours The 
elusive rations, which appeared in 
the fair price shops on the eve of the 
Prime Minister’s visit, were the re 
suit ot the benevolence of the PM 
and not because of any sincere effort 
I on the pait of the administration to 
I solve their problems The people do 
not know that the government could 
spend onlv Rs 87 lakhs out of Rs 166 
lakhs eaimarked for the National 
Rural Pmployment Programme 
(NRLP) and Rs 69 36 lakhs out of Rs 
127 46 lakhs allotted under the Rural 
Labour Employment Guarantee 
Programme (RLEGP) for the district 
during 1984 85 And as pei the gov 
ernment's own admission earlier, 
much ot the funds has been mis 
appropnated I hey do not know that 
I the post ol SDO at the worst hit 
I Nawapara subdivision was lying 
I vacant tor o\ tr two months till a new 
incumbent assumed charge two days 
befoie the Prime Minister’s visit 
The much vaunted anti poverty 
piogrammes have dealt a final blow 
to the people’s economic backbone 
instead of improving their condi 
tions Said Lalsagan Harijan of 
Mahulbhatta village in Komna block 
“All the eight sheep I got through 
I bank loans died six months after 
I their purchase The veterinary doc 
T tors did not come to attend on the 
diseased animals The banks have 
been serving notices on me to repay 
Rs 695, including interest 1 have 
earlier paid Rs 100, no more loan is 
available to me as I am called a 
defaulter ” Arikhit Bag of Amlapali 
village in Khanar block complained 
“A bank loan is being shared before 
disbursement The babus are writing 
in our passbooks a loan of Rs 1,500 
when they are actually paying Rs 
1,000 ” 

Btranchi Punji of Amlapali, a Con 
gress(I) worker, declaied the “final 
decision” of the villagers “All of us 
will lease the village if the govern 
ment does not consider our plight 
We brought loans in the shape of rice 
and cash from Mahajans (money len 
ders) in Bhalumunda (in bordering 
Bolangir district) in 1957 and 1958 
Because of successive drought, we 
could not lepay the loans and, in- 
, stead, sold all our landed properties 
to the Mahajans Our woeful condi- 




tions were known to the government 
in 1966 when the worst drought hit 
us We were asked to take loans from 
the State Bank of India and coopera 
five banks (under anti poverty 
schemes) But because of perpetual 
drought conditions, we are unable to 
repay the loans noi are we given 
fresh loans ’’ As Jagannath Patnaik, 
MP, said, at least 6(1 per cent of the 
people of Kalahandi were defaulters 
with various banks, having lost their 
claim to raise fresh loans 

The feeling of utter unconcern on 
the part of most of the elected repre 
sentatives of the area is being slowly 
realised by the people A section of 
the crowd at Rajiv Gandhi’s public 
meeting near Nawapara shouted that 
the PCC(I) president, Nityananda 
Mishra who represents their area in 
Parliament, had never cared to visit 
them after the last elections The 
Prime Minister had to pacify them 



Bhakta C haran Das loud protests 


saying, “Hum to dye ham (at least I 
' have come) ” What the Prime Mims 
ter saw in Kalahandi was abject 
poverty notwithstanding J B Pat 
naik’s claim that out of 68 per cent of 
the state’s population who lived be 
low the poverty line ’ii 1980, 30 per 
cent were raised above *'iat level and 
that the rest 38 per cent would no 
longer remain poor after 1990 One 
only had to witness the embarrass 
ment of Patnaik when hungry people 
with tatteied lothes and Stark 
naked children mobbed the Prime 
I Ministei whtiiitr lit went in Kala 
1 andi No wondti, a set non of the 
Frime Mimstei s audience at Nawa 
para demanded a change in the 
state’s leadership 

The people and various organisa¬ 
tions, who first had the courage to 
highlight the plight of Kalahandi, are 
being victimised by the administra 
tion Kapil Narain Tiwari, a former 


MLA of Khariar,is being harassed by 
the policemen who visit his house in 
his absence and ask his wife all sorts 
of questions The image of Mrs Par 
bati Girt, the Sarvodaya leader of 
Sambalpur district, was sought to be 
tarnished by the revenue minister m 
the Assembly The minister also did 
nut spare the members of the OX 
FAM and the Khanar-based Jagrat 
Sangh holding them lesponsible tor 
“trying to exploit the people and 
cai tying on an anti-government cam 
paign ” The Kalahandi collector, in 
his letter ot 16 July, has threatened 
action against the Jagrat Sangh if it 
does not produce its accounts books 
I he Sangh leaders are wondering 
what more papers they should sub 
mit as they have been regularly fur 
nishing audited accounts “Will all 
this stop or the people will be moti 
vated to establish a parallel gnv>»rn 
ment in Kalahandi ” asked Bhakta 
Charan Das. MLA, a staunch believer 
in Jayaprakash Narain’s ideals 

The propounder of a parallel gov 
ernment in Kalahandi, Bhakta Char 
an Das gave vent to his feelings when 
he hurled his microphone at the 
treasury benches on the night of 31 
July after the revenue minister, Jug 
al Kishore Patnaik, finally declared j 
at the end of a four and a half hour f 
debate on the Kalahandi situation , 
that the conditions were nor serious j 
in that drought stricken area “1 just 
lost all senses when the arrogant ' 
minister refused to be moved by the 
tragic stones of hunger and death in 
ni> district The thief minister who 
accompanied the Prime Ministei and 
saw the heaitrending conditions of 
the people for himself, maintained 
an unpardonable silence in the 
House The faces of the dead and 
dying masses took possession of my 
mind and propelled me to throw the 
missile at the liars sitting opposite 
me ” Das, who has a background of a 
long struggle under the banner of 
Yuba Chhatra Sangharsha Bahini, 
told Sunday “I shall resign my mem 
bership of the Legislature if it does 
not serve the purpose of serving the 
people whom 1 represent,” he de¬ 
clared 

Said Balgopal Mishra (Ind), 
another angry, rebellious legislator 
from Bolangir district which borders 
Kalahandi “What feeling of sym 
paths tow aid' the dtad ind tin hun 
ers c( uid VI t xpL t ti Tl I ul i 
mi’ia) fi iiiiiUMt wli. 11 tiu ch’ef 
ministei thiows a royal dinner party 
foi the MLAs just aftei the debate on 
the starvation deaths in Kalahandi^ 
More shocking u the sense of judge 
ment of the Speaker who is not 
prepared to admit even an adjourn¬ 
ment motion on the calamitous situa 
tion in Kalahandi ” I 
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Assam: Accord in Sight 

Shillong talks raise hopes for a settlement, reports Soema Guha 


T he official level talks held 
between the Assam move¬ 
ment leaders and union home 
secretary R.D Pradhan on 29 
and 30 July at the Shillong Raj 
Bhavan ended on a positive note, 
raising hopes that a final settlement 
of the Assam imbroglio is round the 
corner. 

After two days of substantive talks 
between the union home secretary 
and the agitation leaders led by All 
Assam Students Union (AASU) presi¬ 
dent Prafulla Mahanta and general 
secretary Bhrigu Phukan, both sides 
expressed satisfaction with the fruit¬ 
ful nature of the discussion and indi¬ 
cated that the progress achieved in 
Shillong would be followed up with a 
final settlement in New Delhi before 
15 August. The Shillong discussions 
had begun on a sour note with the 
movement leaders disappointed that 
the negotiations were not being held 
at a political level. There was, howev¬ 
er, unconcealed excitement in the 
AASU camp at the end of the 
disc ussions. This indicates that some 
sort of informal understanding had 
been leached during the talks. 
Speaking to the press immediately 
afterwards, Prafulla Mahanta said, 
“We are hopeful that a solution to 
the Assam problem will be worked 
otu soon.” Both sides refused to com¬ 
ment on the exact nature of the 
discussions, with the AASU main¬ 
taining that premature publicity 
could scuttle the negotiations. Bhri¬ 
gu Phukan, however, said that the 
majority of their demands would be 


met. Asked if dissolution of the 
Assam Assembly was one of them, Mr 
Phukan categorically stated: “This 
has been our principal demand.” 

The AASU stand on the fate of the 
Saikia ministry and the present 
Assam Assembly has never varied. 
Since the inception of the Congres 
s(I) government in Assam after the 
violent Assembly elections, the 
movement leaders had refused to 
recognise what they termed as the 
“illegal ministry.” Though the Sup¬ 
reme Court had given a clean chit to 
the Saikia government and despite 
the fact that the boycott of the gov¬ 
ernment called by AASU was never 
seriously followed up even by their 
supporters, most people in the state 
agree that the last Assembly elec¬ 
tion was a farce, conducted with 
scant respect to any democratic con¬ 
vention. The dissolution of the 
Assembly has now become a prestige 
issue with the students, and they 
privately say that while they are 
willing to adopt a give-and-take 
stand on other issues they are formal¬ 
ly committed to the dissolution of the 
present House. According to AASU 
insiders, the Assam issue cannot be 
solved without the dismissal of the 
present ministry and the dissolution 
of the Assembly. 

Going by the AASU’s oft-repeated 
public stand on the Hiteswar Saikia 
government, it is logical to expect 
that the solution of the Assam prob¬ 
lem is directly linked with the surviv¬ 
al or otherwise of the present Dispur 


administration. Another point where 
AASU cannot afford to agree with 
the centre is the 1971 cut-off date. 
The AASU leaders had emphatically 
repeated in Shillong that they would 
not agree to take 1971 as the cut-off 
year even if this was followed up 
with the dissolution of the ministry. 
But it IS certain that despite the 
AASU’s public stand that 1961 
should be the cut off date, the stu¬ 
dent leaders are willing to negotiate 
and come to an agreement on some 
year between 1961 and 1971. The 
possible alternatives are 1966 or 
1967 F.ven if they wanted to, the 
students cannot commit themselves 
to 1971 without evoking a violent 
reaction from their own supporters. 

The AASU today is no longer in i 
It s formet position of strength The 
Assam movement which had at one 
time taken such proportions that it 
shook the entire socio-political fabric 
of the state, has today long gone past 
Its zenith The AASU leaders are 
under pressure from everyside, in¬ 
cluding substantial numbers of their 
own supporters to either continue 
the movement or reach an honour¬ 
able agreement with the centre. 
Compromise on many of the basic 
issues would be looked upon as a 
sell-out by many of their followers 
The students who now fully realise 
that the centre cannot concede to 
many of their original demands, want 
to back up whatever concessions 
they get from New Delhi. The dis¬ 
solution of the Assam Assembly 
I could give them a face-saving device 
I out of their present predicament. 
Unless they can do this after hun¬ 
dreds of lives have been sacrificed 
during the Assembly elections, the 
present AASU leadership would be 
in no position to face its own 
people. The other alternative before 
AASU is to renew the movement 
with the same intensity as it had 
done earlier. However, though sup¬ 
port for the AASU cause is still very 
evident, it is unlikely that the former 
enthusiasm could again be revoked. 
Besides, with chief minister Hiteswar 
Saikia at the helm of affairs, laun¬ 
ching another movement would not 
be easy for the students. Though the 
AASU had informed the union home s 
secretary that unless a solution to the 
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Assam problem was found before 15 
August this year it would relaunch 
the agitation, it is unrealistic to sup 
pose that the student leaders are in a 
position to do so right away 
The only alternative before the 
movement leaders is a negotiable 
settlement, where much will depend 
on what the centre is willing to 
concede According to informed 
sources, the cut off date discussed so 
far has been 1967 On the question of 
the period of disenfranchisement too 
the differences have been narrowed 
While earlier the students had in 
sisted on 20 years and the govern 
ment on five, a likelv period between 
seven to ten years is being negoti 
ated now However, the important 
question is the dissolution of the 
Assembly without which no agree 
ment can be signed 
While dissolving the Assam Assem 
bly and calling for simultaneous elec 
lions to the Lok Sabha and the 
Assembly seems to be the only path 



Hiteswar Salkia hopeful 


to a solution, the fortunes of the 
I Congress(l) in the stare are at stake 
There is tremendous pressure from 
the local Congress(l) and the chief 
minister to dissolve the present 
Assembly The partymen point out 
that the entire minoiitv base of the 
I Congress(I), which had stood the par 
ty in good stead all through these 
years would be destroyed at one 
stroke if the Assembly was not dis 
solved According to influential 
minority leaders of the Assam 
cabinet, the minoiities who have 
already been let down by adopting 
1971 as the base year for the revision 
of electoral rolls, could never again 
trust the Congressfl) if the cut off 
year is pushed back to 1967 The 
minorities had also voted the Con 
gress(l) government to power after 
much sacrifice If the Assembly has 
to be dissolved, large sections of 


minorities would forever be alien 
ated from the the ruling party 

However, despite the Congress(l) 
assertion, it is not a fact that the 
minorities are unanimously commit 
ted to the continuation of the present 
Assembly If the cut off date is not 
pushed back and 1971 agreed on, the 
minorities are not averse to the dis 
solution of the Assembly and the 
holding of fresh Assembly elections 
Perhaps many among the present 
crop of MLAs would not be returned, 
but this does not mean that minor 
ities would shift their loyalty from 
the Congress!I) 

According to Congress(I) mmisters 
and legislators, party president Rajiv 
Gandhi had assured them that while 
working out a solution to the Assam 
issue he would keep the ultimate 
good of the parry in mind Minority 
delegations like All Assam Minority 
Students Union(AAMSU) have also 
been assured by the home ministry 
that the interests of all sections of 
people living in Assam would be 
considered before arriving at a solu 
tion As the Congress(I)’s policy in 
the north eastern states since 1980 
has been to woo the alienated sec 
tions and work in close cooperation 
with them, like the Mizo National 
Tront (MNF) in Mizoram, the Nation 
al Socialist Council of Nagaland 
(NSCN) in Nagaland, the Iripura 
Upajati Juba Samiti (TUJS) in Tri 
pura, it IS reasonable to expect that 
the party will try to come to some 
form of compromise with the agita 
tion leaders If a political under 
standing is reached between the 
movement leaders and electoral 
adjustments are made between the 
leaders of the Assam agitation and 
the state Congress(I), chances of an 
early election foi both the Lok Sabha 
and the state Assembly are bright 

However, while it is certain the 
movement leaders will contest the 
next elections, it is not yet known 
whether they can work in an alliance 
with the state party even behind the 
scenes The agitatum sts may put up 
their candidates who (Vill be indirect 
Iv helped by the Congress(I), or the 
Congress(I) may leave some seats for 
the agitationists Whether the move 
ment leaders will dare to openly 
cohort with the Congressfl) still re 
mams to be seen A final settlement 
of the Assam problem seems to be 
inextricably linked with the vote 
banks of the Congress(I) If the high 
command feels that by giving certain 
concessions to the majority commun 
ity It can win back its base among 
them, then the chief minister may 
well step down, dissolve the Assem 
bly and call for fresh elections, pav¬ 
ing the way for a settlement 
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Migor-gcncral F.D. Larkins (Retd) being led away by the police alter the judgement 

Two Generals are Jailed 


Larkins brothers get ten-year prison sentences for spying 


M aior fioneial I D Larkins 
(Rttiitd) looked up at his 
wik and said “Why is 
that papeitorn^' MrsLar 
kins held the lorn end of notebook 
paper in her thin trembling hand 
She replied 1 was tosering my fate 
with It when the photographers 
started clicking 1 told them that I 
was not Mrs Coomar Naiain ’ It was 
shortly after tw o in the afternoon on 
24 July The ludgement had been 
pronounced in the Larkins’ espion 
age case in the court of K B Andley, 
convivting the four accused Major 
general I D Laikms (Retired), Air 
vice marshal i Retired) Ki H Larkins, 
Lt Colonel Jaslii Singh-und laspal 
Smgh Gill When then sentences 
were passed, the eldei Larkins tol 
lapsed in a chair His hands clutched 
the cloth bag of papers and sweat 
pouted i|j||iwn his face 


The voungei of the Laikins 
brothels AVM K H Larkins sat a 
short distance away with his sistei 
His fate hud paled, but he letained 
his stiff otfitei s beating (This was 
the man who on the fust dav of the 
trial when asked how he was had 
said “My shoes ai< still shining ”) 
“Noimally ii is a pleasuie to meet 
voting women, but today I have no 
thing to say Who am 1 to ludge’ They 
have nothing against me it is all 
political,” he said to reporters pre 
sent in the courtroom on the day of 
the judgement K H Larkins is 
around ten years youngei than his 
brother, but ht looked a lot older “I 
have lost ten kilos in jail I have 
aged, as you can see, I suffei from the 
malabsoiption syndrome The air 
force must have the thickest file of 
mt dical documents on me ” There was 
I more lesignation than anger in the 


voice of the formei an toite offiter 
who spent his time in 1 ihar jail— 
when not cooking his special diet of 
aloo ki safari—teac hing his jailmate 
Ranjit Singh the alleged assassin of 
the Nirankari Baba Gurbachan 
Singh, vogd and English 
The third roommate was the elder 
Latkins whose response to the con 
VKtion was one of utter disbelief 
“Sorry, if I cannot say anything to 
you.” he told this correspondent, “it 
IS just that I expected to be home 
today 1 collapsed, as you tan see, 
into the chauon hearing the con vie 
tion but I will be alright It was after 
all a bolt from the blue ” 

The next bolt came when the sent 
ences were dehveied ten years’ 
rigorous imprisonment for the Lar 
kins brothers and Jasbir Singh for 
passing on classified information to a 
foreign country Jaspal Singh Gill 
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Air Manhal K.H. Larkins (Retd) after the trial, sportsmandilp wts md dampened 


was sentenced to two years’ rigorous 
imprisonment and a fine of Rs 1,000 
This time, however, the retired Ma¬ 
jor general did not collapse into the 
chair, “I have recovered We will 
appeal to the High Court and the 
Supreme Court if need be " Both the 
brothers with distinguished careers 
in the service could not get over the 
fact that their service record and 
fragile health had not spared them 
Said the Major general “I was given 
the PVSM (Param Vishisht Seva 
Medal) immediately after the 1971 
war It was not some award given 
across the bieakfast table on 26 
January It is the highest award in 
the Indian army and I have four 
letters from the chiefs of the army 
about mv character— and this is what 
I get in the end ” 

Nor did he think he would survive 
the term in prison “I have diabetes, 
an abnormality m one artery and 
angina In fact, I was in hospital for 
two and a half months last year, I 
needed an operation but they did not 
perform one Perhaps, 1 would not 
have survived ” 

The ten year sentences had stun 
ned the four accused into silence So 
were the lawyers One of the defence 
counsels asked hei colleague “Don’t 
you teel aggneied to see such old 
people getting sentenced’’’ Ihe 
younger colleague thought for a mo 
ment and said “You know what I tell 
myself, my conscience really, that 
the matter is sub judice and that is 
that ’’ After the sentences had been 
delivered, K H Larkins walked over 
to prosecution counsel, Mr Handa, 
and said, extending his hand “What 
does one say to a man who has just 
won a case’’’ The prosecution counsel 
replied “There is no question oi 
winning or losing Your counsel did 
his duty and the court has delivered 
the verdict There is another round 
of silence and the prosecution coun 
sel looked visibly moved, as did his 
colleague, Anjana Chaturvedi 

^ile Jasbir Singh appeared com 
posed. It was clear that he is only 
putting up a soldier’sbrave front He 
looked the most angry of the four “I 
suppose the word for us could be 
scapegoats they thought we were 
part of a big ring in defence But onl; 
those who are in positions could be 
Just imagine, in the library are these 
ladies who are in positions ot 
derks—these are the people who are 
supposed to be holding something 
dangerous to the country Section 3-0 
IS a British Act of 1923 Anybody 
seen snooping round the docks or 
South Block could be taken in it 
has not been revised since then 
His wife and son broke down in court 
after the sentence was passed and it 
was Jasbir Singh who had to console 


them The elder Larkins’ wife, ner 
vously opened and closed her hand 
bag or occupied herself with the 
tiffin and thermos flask she had 
brought for her husband Her hus 
band said his main worry was his 
wife “Wl® will look after her’ She 
has cancer and the landlord wants to 
throw her out My sons are abroad ’’ 
He insisted that he had nothing to do 
with espionage ‘ I stayed miles away 
from foreigners when I was with the 
works and equipment division for 
four and a half-years If I had to spy, 
surely I would have done it, then, 
when I had the opportunity Why 
should I sell my country now and for 
what?” 

For his younger brother the 
greatest pioblem was the separation 
from his family A few moments 
before the four were escorted back to 
judicial custody, KH Larkins be 
came more reflective when asked 
what he planned to do next’ “When I 
get up tomorrow morning, a httle 
I earlier than I do every day, I will 


have to begin to retrieve a situation 
which IS now beyond my control I 
did not think that 1 would be given 
such a sentence, I had planned to 
start teaching English once I was out 
of jail Now I might not survive You 
know I have a very prettv wife, well, 
she IS but for me she is pretty And 
I have a beautiful daughter who is 
doing so well in Australia ” 

Later, when someone questioned 
him about his life in jail, he said, “1 
think a lot 1 have been reading ” 
Was he close to his bi other’ “No, not 
really But, in lihar jail we have 
come a little closer ” 

He could not have long discussions 
with his other room mate Ranjit 
Singh “You can’t talk about the big 
things in life to a killer He is a reid 
professional ” By then it was three in 
the afternoon and the sensational 
Larkins case had come to a quiet end, 
edged out from the next morning’s 
headlines by the accord on Punjab 
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S UNDAY SPECIAL 


'^Bhajan Lai Enquiry is a Farce” 


The opposition expresses resentmenf over the way the corruption charges 
against the Haryana CM are being probed 


T he “enquiry” into the comip 
non charges against Haryana 
chief minister Bhajan Lai is 
taking a strange course. Even 
a week after the announcement of 
the “probe,” it was still not clear 
what the terms of reference of the 
“enquiry” were or what precisely 
was the task of Jusnce Jaswant Singh 
who has been appointed to conduct 
the “probe ” Indeed it seems that the 
term “enquiry” in this case is a 
misnomer for there is no probe being 
conducted Prom all available in 
formanon, Jaswant Singh, a retired 
Supreme Court judge, is simply there 
to see whether there exists a prima 
facie case against Bhajan Lai It is 
not, as the opposition had demanded, 
an enquiry instituted under the Com 
missions of Enquiry Act, 1952 
Opposition circles in the capital are 


already dismissing the Jaswant 
Singh enquiry as a “farce ” 

Doubts have also been raised ab¬ 
out how impartially Justice Jaswant 
Singh can conduct the “probe ” Some 
oppositibn leaders, especially those 
who have followed Bhajan Lai’s poli¬ 
tical career for some time, say that 
Justice Jaswant Singh's appointment 
to head the enquiry has been “man 
ipulated” by a lobby close to the 
Prime Minister which has constantly 
been working for Bhajan Lai This 
influential group includes Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s political advisor, Makhan Lai 
Fotedar and former union minister 
for petroleum, P Shiv Shankar It is 
interesting to note that after the 
personnel department had gone 
through the 42-page memorandum 
presented to the Prime Munster by 
senior opposition leaders on 4 July 


the documents were passed on to F. 
Shiv Shankar for his perusal Con¬ 
sidering that Shiv Shankar holds no 
official position, political circles m 
New Delhi fmd it strange that his 
comments were taken into considera¬ 
tion by the government of India. 
Some opposition leaders feel that the 
memorandum itself is “convincing 
and supported by enough 
documentary evidence” to initiate a 
pnma facie case against Bhajan Lai 
There is no need for the papers to 
travel through so many hands before 
a proper enquiry is instituted The 
centre, it is felt, is dilly-dallying on 
the Bhajan Lai affair 
Justice Jaswant Singh, who has 
also been entrusted with the job of 
going through the memorandum, was 
at one time the advocate-general of 
Jammu and Kashmir and later be 















SUNDAY SPECIAL 

“What Corruption?” 

Bhajan lal defends his son-in-Jaw 


a ; Why is there so much talk of 
your son-in-law? 

A: Just because he is Bhajan Lai’s 
son-in-law. The opposition has been 
trying hard to find something 
against me for years. Now, this is 
also one of their vague efforts. 

Q: But don’t you think that your 
son-in-law has suddenly become an 
important man? 

A; Why all of a sudden. He was 
always important. His family has a 
history of at least 500 years. 

Q: It is said that your son-in-law 
has become rich in just three 
years—that is after he married your 
daughter. 

A: Yeh to bilkul baseless hai (It is 
totally baseLss) M'o aaj .se ameer 
nahin ho gaya^OO saal sc ameer hai 
(He has not become rich today; his 
family has been well-off lor over 
500 years now). 

Q: You mean he was horn with a 
silver spoon in his mouth? 

A; Golden spoon kt baat karo jt 
(No, a golden spoon.) His grand¬ 
father was Tarachand who owned 
six aeroplanes in the days when 
people could not think of buying 
cycles. 

Q: Much has been written against 
your son-in-iaw’s sudden rise as an 
industrialist? 

A; Those who have said so are 
indulging in mud-shnging after 
lending their ears to the opposition. 
Civil and criminal cases against 
them have been registered. 

Q; But isn’t it true that your 


came a judge of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Court before joining 
the Supreme Court. All through, it is 
said, he has been close to Makhan 
Lal Fotedar. He retired from the 
Supreme Court in 1979. He has been 
known as a close confidant of 
Makhan Lal Fotedar, the political 
aide of Mrs Indira Gandhi and Rajiv 
Gandhi. The role of the Fotedar 
camp ,in toppling the Farooq Abdul¬ 
lah government last year is too well- 
known. As a person who has links 
with the Fotedar circle. Justice Jas- 
want Singh’s name is also linked to 
the group in Delhi which planned the 
July 1984 coup in Srinagar. And this 
makes his name unacceptable to the 
opposition leaders. 

Ever since the opposition leaders 
presented their memorandum to the 
Prime Minister, the Haryana chief 
minister has been spending more 


son-in-iaw and his family members 
have become ebnirmep hnd direb- 
tors in around 14 companies. 

A: Jo kuch bhi yeebain sabkanun 
ice tahad hai (Whatever they have 
done is within the rule^). 

Q; What have you to say about 
the memorandum which the opposi¬ 
tion has presented w the PM? 

A: This memorandum has politic¬ 
al overtones. The opposition has 
only one aim and that is to remove 
me from office. In any case nothing 



Bhgian Lah understarniiiig father-in-law 


Justice Jaswant ^ngb 
(who has bees appointed 
to conduct the probe) 
has been close to 
MahhanLal 
Fotedar...AndUii8 
makes Ids name 
unacceptable to the 
i^ppositibii leaders. 


time in New Delhi than in Chandi¬ 
garh. Camping in the capital’s 
Haryana Bhawan, the wily Bhajan 
Lal has directed operations against 
his detractors. While politically he 


new has been said in the memoran¬ 
dum. The enlisted charges are all 
the same as those raised lit the 
Assembly, 

Q; What do you say about these 
charges? 

A: I have already given detailed 
explanations on the floor of the 
House. I think records speak louder 
than any justification given by 
me. 

Q: Has the Prime Minister 
spoken to you about the memor¬ 
andum? 

A: 1 have received no communica¬ 
tion from the Prime hfin'istei 

Q’ Your son in-law has allegedly 
imported very costly machinery at 
veiy low paces to secure facilities 
given to small units 

A- Business ka usoolis se ulia hai. 
Businessman layga cheese thoie 
paise ki aur batavaega siada patse 
ki (Business principles are jusi the 
opposite. A businessman will buy 
things for much less than he quotes 
to the public). So why would my 
son-in-law buy costiv machinery 
and (|uote less? The units are not in 
the small scale but in a medium 
scale industries. 

Q: There has been a lot of tglk 
about corruption at the stone¬ 
crushing unit in Fandabad... 

A; What corruption? When I took 
over as chief minister, its income 
was only Rs five to sik lakhs but 
today It is Rs five to six crores. 

M myhwmdbjr tttta Shaima, Cha n dig ar h 


has lobbied with the highest in the 
land in an attempt to turn the tide in 
his favour, Bhajan Lai’s bureaucrats 
have launched a massive propagmida 
campaign. The Haryana govern¬ 
ment’s public relations department 
in New Delhi has been working over¬ 
time to convince the press about the 
“constructive role of Bhajan Lal in 
the nation’s politics” and the mali¬ 
cious intentions “of the national 
opposition.” Bhajan Lal had initially 
be^n an anti-opposition tirade by 
claiming that it was part of an Akali 
plot to dislodge him. Now that the 
Punjab accord has been clinked and 
he himself has had to welcome it, 
Bhajan Lal must find himself in a fix. 
Now he is trying to convince every¬ 
one that the opposition is trying to 
malign him to hide the skeletons in 
its own cupboard! 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Shiv Sena’s ^Marathi Mumbai 


The campaign to make Bombay beautiful —the Maratha way 


O n 20 July, the Bombay muni¬ 
cipal corporation (BMC) 
issued a statement appeal 
mg to the public through 
the press not to “deface, damage, 
uproot or carry away the English 
language signboards ” The note ex 
plained that English signboards were 
installed keeping in mind the visitors 
from other states as well as those 
from abroad It said the installation 
of these green road signs formed a 
part of an endeavour to beautify and 
improve the city’s main roads and to 
ensure better guidance to motorists 
Citizens were further assured that 
the administration would be provid 
mg road signs m Marathi along yyith 
those presently in English The 
BMC’s darification came a few days 
aftei Shiv Sena activists had neatly 
blackened out the English sign 
boaids indicating directions to the 
BARC, Nariman Point, the airport 
and the Gateway of India Most of the 
signboards that were blackened were 
m Dadar, Parel and Lalbaug, the 
strongholds of the Shiv Sena 
Smce the Shiv Sena captured 74 of 
the 170 seats m the Bombay municip 
al corporation elections in a spec 
tacular victory at the height of the 
Kajiv Gandhi wave, getting sign¬ 
boards painted in Marathi on every 
restaurant, shop, theatre and pubhc 
place has been their most successful 
campaign In fact, shortly after the 
Shiv Sena mayor was elected, one of 
the fust announcements made by 
Manohar Toshi, a former mayor and 
one ot the party leaders, was that all 
names should be written m Marathi 
m addition to the other language 
already existing This had to be done 
m eight days or else 
As mayor Chhagan Bhujbal ex 
plained, “In every city you visit.sign 
boards are in that state’s language, 
be It Madras, Calcutta or Bangalote 
Neither 1 nor my party invented the 
linguistic states They are a political 
reality So why should Marathi not be 
given Its rightful place in Bombay 
which is the capital of Maharash 
tra?” The mayor set the pace by 
popularising his slogan, ‘ Sunder 
Mumbai, Marathi Mumbai,” on 
hoardings m different parts of the 
city While this has raised eyebrows 
in several quarters, most people have 
fallen in line with at least the second 


part of the slogan Marathi will also 
be used m all official correspond 
ence In the corporation itself quite 
a few councillors were heckled for 
not speaking in Marathi Apart from 
this success, the Shiv Sena has not 
had much luck with its “Sunder 
Mumbai” campaign primarily be 
cause It has no programme, says Mr 
N K Khandilkar, editor of Navakal 
and the intellectual mentor of the 
Shiv Sena However, the mayor says 
that they have already started clean 

Mayor BhgJlMl (left) planting a sapling 
seeds of MaraUu chaavlnism'’ 
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mg up the house lanes which had not 
been cleaned for more than five 
years because they did not come 
within the purview of the corpora 
tion rules 

One of the major policy statements 
of the mayor is his decision to hand 
over the beautification of gardens m 
the city to piivate companies There 
are about 140 virgin plots to be 
developed as gardens in the city and 
suburbs Dr David Pinto the ‘A’ 
ward officer, says that m his ward he 
has already given 13 out of 14 gar 
dens and 23 of the 26 traffic islands 
for beautification to private orga 
nisations The Tatas, for instance, are 
developing Horniman Circle garden 
into a formal garden’ on the lines of 
London’s Regent Square and a few 
gaidens in Pans They will plant 
about 400 more trees, have a toun 
tain and an ’old people’s corner, 
student’s corner and children’s cor 
ner ’ They will also add moie lights 
on the imposing steps of the Town 
Hall central library opposite the gar 
den where generations of poor stu 
dents who have no proper homes 
have been studying for decades In 
all, the private sector is spending 
some three crores of rupees m the ‘A’ 
ward towards the beautification 
programme, said Pmto, who has been 
working closely with them The 
mayor wants to make the ‘A’ ward a 
model for all the other 170 wards m 
the city to follow 

H owever, making a policy decision 
IS one thing and implementing 
them another The party’s policy m 
the corporation is formulated by a 
task force which includes, besides 
Bal Thackeray, senior leaders like 
Pramod Navalkar Datta Nalalvade, 
Ramesh Prabhu, Manohar Joshi and 
Sudhir Joshi The sainiks are given 
orders and they just obey, said one 
young corporatoi On programmes 
other than tiee planting, problems 
arise because the implementing 
agencies are the municipal commis 
sioner, Jamshed Kanga, and the peo 
pie under him According to BMC 
watchers, the only effective man is 
Mr Ramamurthi who accompanies 
the mayor on his surprise visits In 
fact, since Mr Kanga assumed office 
he has been intimidated by the elite 
and has even put a halt to the 
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One of the many hoardings which have come up in Bombay: whom cMy? 


demolition of stnictures like “Pra- 
tibha” which has eight illegal floors. 
He knows he will be transferred like 
his predecessor, D.M. Sukhtankar if 
he treads on the toes of the rich. 

The Shiv Sena’s rule in the cor¬ 
poration has coincided with the 
Hoods that the city faced in June. 
Waterlogging took place even when 
there were no heavy rains, affecting 
industry and trade. It is estimated 
that people lost a total of Rs 200 
crores. The floods raised two impor¬ 
tant issues; whether the Shiv Sena 
could control the civic administra¬ 
tion and whether it was interested in 
rooting out corruption. As Sharad 
Rao, who heads the Municipal Maz- 
door Unions says, “The civic adminis¬ 
tration is responsible for the mess of 
waterlogging due to its negligence, 
wrong planning and built-in corrup¬ 
tion.” For instance, points out Rao, 
with the help of the World Bank, the 
BMC has already spent over Rs 200 
crores on underground sewerage 
mostly in the suburbs. This was 
wasted because the landlords did not 
connect the sewerage lines to the 
main drainage line, which is a cognis¬ 
able offence but the BMC officials 
have not prosecuted them including 
the housing board for reasons best 
known to them.Manholes in ail 
these residential complexes are now 
opened and on normal days the 
drains are clogged in the suburbs. 

Rao also alleges that the civic 
administration has not filled up more 
than 5,000 vacancies in the conser¬ 
vancy department. In each ward 
there are about 100 posts in the 
drainage department, but there are 
only about 50 staffers. Under the 
direction of the municipal commis¬ 
sioner more and more work is given 
to contractors resulting in mass cor¬ 
ruption at all levels of the BMC. 
Contractors have to pay about 35 per 
cent of the contractual cost to BMC 
officials right from getting the con¬ 
tract till the clearance of money, 
alleges Rao. 

However, till the present, the Shiv 
Sena has shown no signs of taking a 
firm grip on the administration. That 
they intend to at some stage, is 
evident in Pramod Navalkar’s asser¬ 
tion that since the Sena now controls 
the corporation the partymen will be 
in a position to stop the influx of 
non-Maharashtrians into the city. 
Their underlying theme, which in¬ 
cidentally is the same tune that the 
elite class from the Nani Palkhivalas 
to Nana Chudasamas sing, is that the 
influx should be stopped. Says Naval- 
kar* “We have been asking for a 
cut-off year and if the government 
does not come to some decision on 
this we will then have to take our 


own steps to check the flow of people 
into the city. We don’t mind if the 
cut-off date is in the future, but 
there has to be some cut-off date. The 
Shiv Sena has taken this as a cru¬ 
sade.” He went on, “And whenever 
we get an opportunity, whether in 
the Assembly or outside, we mention 
influx. If this is not done at the 
government level then we have our 
own methods.” “We will use eve^ 
means to discourage settlement in 
Bombay. For instance, when people 
come for licences, admissions to 


municipal schools and hospitals or for 
anything else we can deny it to them 
if they are newcomers and see that 
they do not live here. We will intro¬ 
duce a permit system for those who 
want any work done from the cor¬ 
poration. With power in our hands 
we will make it difficult for people to 
settle after the deadline.” Navalkar 
claims that the Shiv Sena’s talk of 
influx is already paying dividends 
and the number of people coming 
into the city is dwindling. 

Olbn TafWs, Bombay 
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• All India marketing 
and service 
network. 

• Rating range — 

3.4 to 10,400 kVA. 

• Excellent pre and 
after sales service. 

• Systems engi¬ 
neering back-up. 

• Indian represen¬ 
tative — Mirrlees 
Blackstone 
Gensets. 

• The reputation of 
reliability. 


or, total systems 
packages. 

Parry does the job. 


Parry’s pioneering 
expertise can be 
experienced any¬ 
where in India... the 
marketing and 
servicing network 
spanning the entire 
country. Service 
Engineers with sound 
technical hackground 
are available for need 
assessment, pre¬ 
purchase guidance, 
commissioning and 
servicing of gensets. 

The Parry Genset 
range is wide enough 
to meet the captive 
power requirements 
of small, medium and 
large user segments. 
Starting with the 
identification of the 
rating requirement, 
the suggestion of the 
right engine- 
alternator mix, the 
commissioning and 
servicing of gensets... 
Parry expertise 
moves to much 
higher areas of 
specialised capabili¬ 
ties ... for the 
planning and 
execution of total 
systems packages. 

• Pioneering exper¬ 
tise in captive 
power generation 


For systems engineered 
captive power generation. 

Parry & Co. Ltd., 
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I s it all over between Dhar- 
mendra and Anita Raap 
Anita retorts: ‘‘How can 
something which never ex¬ 
isted, end? Dharamji and I 
share a very ‘beautiful* re¬ 
lationship, one that can't 
be qualified; 1 have the 
greatest regard and re¬ 
spect for him. By agreeing 
to work with me in Nauker 
Biwi Ka, he gave my 
career a new lease of life. 
How can I forget such a 
gesture?” Insiders, howev¬ 
er, insist %at Anita is 
‘going strong’ with Sunil 
Hingorani, a young direc¬ 
tor of one of her films. 

While some say that the 
couple fell in love with 
each other during the 
making of a film, others 
talk about their ‘secret’ 
marriage in Nasik, where 
they had been shooting for 
thetfilm. Anita dismisses 
such gossip as “sheer non¬ 
sense” and claims that she 






I knows who is trying to 
spread “these nasty 
rumours” about her. 

y dy Luck seems to be 
miling on Dharmen- 
ind his family. Sunny 
Deal, who was going 
throi^h a lean patch, was 
the first to be rehabili¬ 
tated when he was 
approached by Rahul 
Rawail for Arjun. Rahul 
had also given Sunny his 
first taste of success in 
Betaab. The film turned 
out to be a money-spinner 
and Sunny was back with a 
bang. Dharmendra too is 
not far behind. Sitamgar, 
produced by one of his 
cousins, did good business 
and now, he is receiving 
offers from the big ban¬ 
ners and getting his 
price—just like the good 
old days. Hema Malini, 
Dharmendra’s second 
wife, it seems, is still very 
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popular with the film- 
goers. Despite the inva¬ 
sion of young girls “she 
still gets the best response 
at the box-office,” says a 
veteran distributor. “Her 
box-office value even to¬ 
day, is almost as good as 
Amiiabh’s,” he adds. Ram- 
kali, in which Hema plays 
a double role, has become 
an instant hit. While Hema 
reigns supreme on the sil¬ 
ver screen, there is excite¬ 
ment at home too; Hema is 
soon to become a mother. 

A nd finally, Shashi 
Kapoor has done what 
he promised to do; he has 
signed up good friend 
Yash Chopra to direct his 
next film. It is scheduled 
to go on the floors after 
Yash has released Faasle, 
which will be sometime in 
August. Meanwhile, 
Shashi has already struck 
a teiutafive agreement 
with Dilip Rumarwbo will 
lead the cast. 


M oon Moon Sen is pas¬ 
sing through a cru¬ 
cial period. AndarBahar 
did not succeed in bringing 
the filmmakers to her 
doorstep and now she does 
not have any film on hand, 
except Surkhiyan and 
Musafir which are await¬ 
ing release. These two 
films will finally decide 
her future. But, since she 
is supposed to “have done 
very well” in both the 
films perhaps Moon 
Moon’s stint in Hindi 
films is not yet over. 

4 mjad Khan is con¬ 
fused. He still cannot ; 
figure out why both htS 
films, Chor Police and 
Ameer Aadmi, Cbareeb 
Aadmi, fared so miserably 
at the box-office. “I re^ 
spect the people’s veidict y 
for what it i^he says. 

Amjad now plans t^o ' 
sign up Amitabh Bachcha^ 
and Jayaprada for his n«ii®l: 
film. ‘ 
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Model English School 
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Your child could be o winner! 


It's easy! It's fun! 

Rs. 1,50,000 in prizes must be won! 

i Pius Rs. 1000 Come! Art Award for the 
; best overall entry. 
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Novopan creates 
the pertect setting for 
your life st)4e 


Who says work and pleasure 
don't mix? 

How often has a casual get 
together resulted in a lucrative 
business deal. Or a formal 
dinner turned out to be a real 
fun party... 

Of course you need the right 
setting. 

And create the right mood! 

Wlio can do this better than 
Novopan? 

It’s the onlv prelaminated 
particle board in the country. 
Perfectly laminated on both the 
surfaces. 

And ju.st right for your kind of 
life style. 

It IS quick to in.stall because e 
doesn't need planing, cutting 
‘ and pasting like the old 


plywood/ laminate combinations. 
And once its up, it stays on for a 
long long time. 

Without warping, delaminating 
or getting ‘wavy’. 

So you don’t have to bother 
about maintenance at all! 

Novopan can be used just about 
everywhere. Panelling, 
partitions, c:\bvnets, furniture, 
doors... and anywhere else you 
fancy! 

And should that be outdoors, 
there’s phenol bonded Novopan 
Exterior specially designed for 
outdoor applications. 

Novopan comes in such 
attractive colours and a range of 
wood finishes — 
teak, rosewood, oak... 

It IS made in convenient sizes 


and thicknesses td minimi.se 
wastage. And be.st of all it 
doesn’t send your budget sky 
rocketing. 

In fact, Novopan works out far 
more economical than those 
one sided plywood/laminate 
combinations. 

Novopan — 

Sets off your life style in the 
best possible way! 

Novopan India Limited 

“Suryodaya”, 2nd Floor 
1-10-60/3, Begurapet 
Hyderabad 500 016 
Phone; 70128^70129 


Now when you do up your home, insist that your furniture 
maker uses only Novopan Prelaminated Particle Boards. 
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^The (Bomb) Blasts Were 
the Beginning of Our 

Revoiution” 


Kanj Ha/a Prasad Singh, Icaderof the Nepal fanvadi Mon ha w hn h has < laimed 
te&ponsjbiiifv for the lecenl bomb blasts in Nepid, told Si \i> x) 


Q Wh\ did \ou cdir\ out the 
^ininh S/jsis in \LpdP 

A Wt aie a political paitv 
dedicated to the oveiihiow ot 
the tnonaithv in Nepal This has been 
going on not lot a tew veats, but for 
ovei two decades Ihi Inst time I 
came om w'lth an anti monarchist 
statement was m 1962 That was 
probablv the first time anyone in 
Nepal had publuly piopagated aboh 
tiori ol monarchy 1 had also brought 
out a pamphlet at that time (deman 
ding the overthiow of the monarchy) 
and tni t mans kadi is including 
jawahatlal Nehru and other Con 
gios kadeis In 1962 King Mahen 
dia had aliolisht d the patliamentary 
sysitm aiitsiedtht Piime Minister, 
most of his cabinet colleagues and 
Membeis ot Parliament The Con 
stitiition Itself was abrogated At this 
time thi Nepali ( ongress began a 
It volution But tht aims and obtec 
iivi > ot the Nepali ( ongtess’ revolu 
lion win limited it wanted Parlia 
mc'iit to be It stolid with the king as 
the (oustiiutional head We advo 
< at* d that that was not enough Peo 
pic s ii,,hts should also be rtstored 
In ih( histoiy ot Nepal the monai 
ch\ IiasutMt had any important lole 
to plav (Ink duiiiig thi first half of 
thi IHth cinturs did the king have 
absoliiti powets Alter that the 
Kailas 1 oil d hut in 19‘50 i he king was 
ustolid itii t till ovctthiow of the 
Kana^ Uui point was that the king 
was the villain ot the piece He had 
nopowti bcloti that I hi people had 
can ml out a it volution in 19150 and 
the Rana oligaiclu was ovet thrown 
but till king became the lonstitutton 
al III ad 1 Ol th( next ten years the 
kinc tiled ill suits ot things ex 
pt 1 iini iiting with vaiious govern 
meiif- laihti than going towaids a 
stabk political system He tried to 
malign tlu political partus Pinally, 
whin a Pailinment was constituted 


through popu’ar vote, the king tat 
lied out a coup tust to amasv powi r 
in his hands So the king should go I 
had advocated a republic but since 
at that time there was a crackdown 
on political leaders, they had all fled 
to India In fact, at that time at Patna 



Ram Rgja Prasad Singh 


thin w.is ail AK ( session on and 1 
lud till opportunity ol mtetiilg a 
numhti ot kadtts including Nehiu 
Bui at th It lime 1 was all ak iii, the 
Ni pall <. ongii ss was not piepated to 
modilv till It wavs bccausi ihev bi 
liivid in consiitutioii.il monarchy 
will- 11 !■. Wt belli VC m cMiluIion ol 
rill moiiiitliv and powii to the peo 
pk and ilu gottinmcnt 

0 Don 1 \ou hi hi 11 that the 
nionin/n should he nholished 
jItofiLthti 

\ rile moil Itchy should cklmitcly 
be all! hslicd and it has no pait to 
play in out national lilt beiaiise wi 
hayi Icaint fioin expciience through 
all these yens that though wc hayc 
btcii sliugglint. loi dimoctuy yyt 
hay< not bi c ii getting it because ot 
the king In he sided with us 

iiiiausc in a y\ay lu was a c.iptici ot 
the Rana ohgauliy and lu tiled to 
come out ol that and lot the time 
beini- he loopciattd with us koi 
some time he tiicd to go yyttli the 
people and then hi shoyyid ho iial 
sell And he asset ted himselt and 
tiled to ICC im ill those absolute 
duloerarie powers Sinei then the 
tntiie stiuggk has been whiihei to 
contend yyith the king by toiee ot tust 
to hayi a itlation vyitii him yyheie 
you assuitd him that his thione 
would he ‘■altguaided in a demoeia 
ty I my sell don't he bey o in all this 
Ri eaiise to tame a lion is mote diffi 
cull than to kill him My point ol y lew 
IS yyliai is the use yyhat shall we gam 
by eoiistiiutionalising moiiaiehy’ 
Why not tust oyeiihiow ii'^ Mimaieliy 
IS a yeiy tt^eiii institution tin Nepali 
and It has no liistoiical legitimacy 

In 1962 I yyas not in » position to 
1(11 m a political party alone with 
11 yoliitionai y patties lot that a 
national eiedibility has to be built 
Wk yytie not with am paitv—the 
Nepali Congiess ot Communists We 
1 well an independent foice m the 
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ideological war—finding ourselves. 
Many people sympathised with us. 
They wanted to come openly with us. 
But then the pull of the Congress and 
the Communists was very strong at 
that time. So we had to lead our own 
way and for that the first thing was to 
get national recognition and credi¬ 
bility. 

Every revolution starts with a con¬ 
stitutional struggle. For that I had to 
go underground for some time. Then 
1 was a law graduate. So I made up 
my mind and went to Supreme Court 
to enlist myself as a lawyer, thinking 
that the government would arrest me 
and send me to jail. But the govern¬ 
ment let mo go I wasn’t arrested. It 
was 196S and 1 started practising. 
And for a year or so I practised in 
Supreme Court In the 19G7 elec¬ 
tion—It was the graduates consti- 


In the history of Nepali 
the monarchy has never 
had any important role 
to play. Only during the 
first half of the 18th 
century; did the king i 
have absolute powers. 
After that, the Ranas 
ruled, but in 19S0, the 
king was restored after 
the overthrow of the 
Ranas. Our point was 
that the king was the 
1 villain of the piece. He . 
had no powers before i 


tuency election—which used to be a 
very prestigious election as gradu¬ 
ates of an entire nation used to vote. 
The constituency was very broad, the 
whole nation was a constituency. 
And graduates residing outside Nep¬ 
al also had the opportunity to vote 
because in each country, in the 
ehibassies there were polling booths. 
1 contested the election with an elec¬ 
tion manifesto. The title deed was 
“Why are you electing?” The man¬ 
ifesto was an instant success. People 
were choosing it. And with that I had 
advocated remaining within the 
bounds of the court and law, fun¬ 
damental rights will be referred and 
there were refeiences against the 

y ponarchy, against the panchayat sys¬ 
tem and all that. But the government 
was very quick to arrest me, post¬ 
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pone the election, put me on trial and 
convict me. 

Q: That was your first arrest. 

A: Yes, there were many constitu¬ 
tional courts and I was advocating 
that I was strictly within the laws of 
the Constitution, it is the govern¬ 
ment which is violating it because 
many laws were passed by the Legisl¬ 
ature, many ordinances were prom¬ 
ulgated by the king just to cope with 
my election problem. Anyway, I 
came out after that and I had another 
spell of one year in Supreme Court. 
Then again the election came of the 
same graduate constituency of 1971 
after four years. At that time 1 was 
more forthright and more vocal 
againstthemonarchy and I said now 
“1 break your laws, 1 am not within 
bounds of the court because you 
vourself do not respect the court.” At 
chat time I had to conduct my elec¬ 
tion clandestinely. I had only sur¬ 
faced in Kathmandu polling booths, 
because there were a lot of people 
there (more than 50,000) and they 
hoped some big drama would be 
enacted and I would again disappear 
after casting my vote. There was a 
massive manhunt for me at Kathman¬ 
du because the election result was 
declared after 40 days during which I 
was underground with more than a 
dozen people all unknown to me. 
Then my election officer declared 
the day of ray taking oath. And I 
would reach the Legislature but 
the Rastriya Panchayat (Parlia¬ 
ment House) was cordoned off. 
They wanted to arrest me outside but 
somehow I would reach inside. Final¬ 
ly, I was arrested inside. I had the 
briefest tenure of five minutes as a 
member of the Legislature. 

Q: Did you take the oath? 

A. No, on the first day they did not 
administer oath to me, the speaker 
refused, said that*a constitutional 
crisis has come with your election 
and I refuse to administer oath to 
you.’ But then there was chain reac¬ 
tion both inside and outside the 
country. 1 am very grateful to the 
Indian media, the newspapers and 
journalists as they spoke very 
fervently for me. My case was discus¬ 
sed in the British House of Commons 
also So King Mahendra was very 
perturbed—he tried to placate me, 
brought me from the jail to his house 
to ceme to some sort of understand¬ 
ing and I told him in very plain words 
that you want to buy me and 1 am not 
going to sell myself. Oui two mid¬ 
night meetings ended on that note. 

But he was under pressure and I 
would not be expelled from the 
House unless I had taken my oath. So 
he asked Rashtriya Panchayat that 
the oath should be administered to 


me, then I was brought there, the 
oath was administered. I wanted to 
make a maiden speech and the 
House was adjourned. I came out, 
made some speeches and then I was 
put behind bars. That was in 1971. 

Q: It was the same day on which 
the House was adjourned? 

A: No, the arrest was made after 
some time. Because 1 had a chance to 
address a few meetings and then 
they arrested me under the NSA and 
the Preventive Security Act. 

Q- In 1976, just alter your release 
you came to India and spent some 
time here. 

A- No I was all the time in Nepal 
Q. This IS from press reports 
A- Between 1976 and 1980 I was 
upgiound in Nepal There vms a 
referendum in Nepal, and at that 
time our party's name was Jaivadi 


In Nepal, the economy is 
in the hands of a chosen 
few. As a iWyer, I saw 
that when we went for 
company re^stration, if 
the working capital was 
more than a lakh, it was 
invariably backed by a 
member of the royai 
entourage, royal family, ' 
cabinet member and so 
on. So we wanted to i 

show our resentment 
against these activities 
of the royal family 


Morcha and we held at least 100 
nationwide meetings, 

Q: You were overground? 

A Yes during the refei endum cam¬ 
paign I was very vocal i used to ask 
openly in my public meetings—do 
you want to seal the fate of the entire 
nation, by going into a secret place 
and putting a ballot in a ballot box? 
Is it so easy to steer the nation’.s 
destiny’ You have to come out to 
save the nation with a sword, a 
blood-stained swoid And only that 
can save the destiny of the nation, 
not by voting in secet for a particu¬ 
lar system. They arrested me during 
the referendum campaign and again 
theie was the old court pattern. 
Thrice I won it. There was habeas 
corpus writ. Thrice they ordered my 
release. They used to release me and 
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then rearrest me. But finally they 
released me and wanted me to 
negotiate with the king The Kath¬ 
mandu zonal commissioner said that 
it was not because of the court order 
that you were released but because 
we want you to realise the political 
reality of the country and make up 
with the king 1 refused to meet the 
king and went underground in 1980 
but did nut come to India. Some 
papers said I had come to India but 
all the time we were organising 
ourselves in Nepal. 

Q: Can you tell me how you were 
organising yourselves? 

A: We met people and got their 
ideas, kept them with us and told 
them of the hitzards of revolution and 
the risks they would have to lace 
When we found that the person was 
still willing to be with us we kept 
them. The problem was how long 
could we keep them? We had no 
arms, ammunition or propei training 
facilities* whatever we developed 
was from our own experiences 
Q: Who was giving the training'^ 
A: The truth is theie was not much 
training in the sense there was no¬ 
thing to tram Only political training 
and some physical exercises. 

Q: What about the command 
training? 

A: We had no arms. Purchasing 


I arms at an exorbitant prices was 
I hevond our reach. Then how to fight? 
About one thing I was very clear: 
Fighting with boi rowed arms oi some 
armed help would not do so we would 
arrange some money and arms which 
I were being smuggled in and we are 
dependent on ihe smuggler. But if he 
IS not able to supply arms for some 
time depending on the source we 
would have to develop something so 
that we could be sell-sufficicnt. 

The lust thing that came to our 
mind was industrial gelatin. It is 
available in large quantities inNepal, 
people fish with gelatin — you blast 
the gelatin in a tiver and a lot of fish 
comes We started putting oui cadets 
in some development pio)ects. They 
were given gelatin to blast and they 
would keep half and blast half. But 
the contrac’ors and officers did not 
leahse it. This is how we started 
collecting gelatin for four yeais 
Ihe leal problem was with the 
cadets themselves For some time 
they were at a high pitch of enthu 
siasm. And aftei *hal they were find¬ 
ing It impossible to be with us. Some 
deserted, others showed signs of 
weakness On that fiont we had a lot 
ol oiganisational experience But one 
thing was fortunate that there was no 
dearth of people coming. 
Then, how to use the gelatin’ 


There was danger in taking the gela¬ 
tin, putting on a detonator, safety 
fuse and all. It was getting really 
difficult. Then we thought of some 
time devices. But then that was very 
complicated. We started ex¬ 
perimenting with ordinary watches 
and we got the result and all the 
blasts were detonated with ordinary 
watches not with time bombs. 

Q- Suppose von got help from cer-, 
tain countries, which were sympathe¬ 
tic towards vour cause? 

A. The thing was tha' we are not 
so developed that any country would 
like to cooperate and support us. 

Q- But 1 believe one country at 
least, the Soviet Union is sympathe¬ 
tic towards you 

A: May be, but the Soviet Union is 
a supei power and we were in the 
hideouts so neither were we in a 
position to contact them nor they us. 
When the blasts came off, until we 
took the responsibility, noliody was 
willing to blame us, because we 
wanted to be away from public life 
tor some time and keep to ourselves. 

C So you had to take the responsi- 
bilitv openlv 

A No, nor exactly that, it would've 
come out, as many people had been 
air<‘sted. They would have ultimate¬ 
ly found out that we had done it But 
then the political party must say that 
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tii^y have dene it. 

Q: Have you all made any efforts to 
contact any country for assistance.’ 

A; I could not or rather I believe 
that a revolution cannot be based 
and successfully fought with the help 
of any (other) country. It is only 
internal, only party politics. 

1 remember long ago in 1962, Che 
Guevara, when he was in his uni¬ 
versity days was involved in the 
revolution in Cuba and we were very 
enthusiastic about him and many of 
his emissaries came to New Delhi 
also. He was enlisting international 
guerrillas and I was very frantic to 
join it. 1 would have gone there with 
him. The point is in a revolution 
outside help is politics—the real 
thing you have to act yourself. Unless 
you are yourself strong enough no¬ 
body will help you. 

Q: But Che had the backing of the 
Soviet Union. 

A; I don’t accept that ... what he 
said was in revolution outside help is 
politics, real thing you have to do 
yourself. Because say you are just a 
band of a few hundred people what— 
do these few hundred people matter 
to Soviet Union or for that matter to 
the United States or China or India? 
Suppose any country, Soviet Union, 
the United States, India or China 
had given us a lot of arms and 
ammunitions what would we have 
done with that? Because to use them 
what we need are cadets and that 
had to be built up by ourselves. I 
never expected that these 

Q: To come hack to the question 1 
had asked earlier, what did you hope 
to achieve by these blasts? 

A: The 20 June bomb blast was our 
,«irst attempt they were the begin¬ 
ning of our revolution. 

Q: That was hardly a beginning. 
These isolated bomb blasts didn’t 
achieve very much. 

A: Yes ... but it is a beginning. It 
has started the revolution. We could¬ 
’ve attacked small police stations or a 
, small army post. That would’ve been 
done. But we thought we must sym¬ 
bolically come on the national scene 
and by choosing the targets we made 
our intentions clear. We are anti-, 
monarchists so we attacked the royal 
palace from two sides, the western 
and the southern. We are anti- 
panchayat, we attacked the pan- 
chayat and secretariat. We don’t con¬ 
form that the people at the royal 
palace, royal family, enjoying the 
privy purse and indulging in money- 
ipaking. I am told the late king 
amassed a lot of money and so did his 
sons and brothers. 

In Nepal, the economy is in the 
’^nds of a chosen few. As a lawyer, I 
saw that when we went for company 


registration if the working capital 
was more than a lakh it was invari¬ 
ably backed by a member of the 
royal entourage, family or cabinet 
member or officers and so on. So we 
wanted to show our resentment 
against these activities of the royal 
family and attacked the Palace Star 
Hotel. 

Q: The bomb blasts were basically 
a symbolic protest. 

A: We had planned to attack 15 or 
50 places on 20 June, in Kathmandu, 
army posts in Birgunge. There was a 
big army barrack we wanted to blast. 
So the bomb was put there. But the 
Kathmandu blast took off earlier. So 
this one was detected before others 
could blast. 

Q: How was the entire thing plan¬ 
ned? 

A; We were brooding over it for 
years. So we divided sectors and 
chose the cadets first. We sent them 


To tame a lion is more 
difficult than to kill liim. 
What is the use? What 
shall we gain by 
constitutionalising 
monarchy? Why not just 
overthrow it? Monarchy 
is a very recent 
institution (in Nepal) 
and it has no historical 
I legitimacy. 


at the places which had been chosen 
and we put them at the target.s. So on 
20 June, 15 places were covered But 
then the Satyagraha of the Nepali 
Congress, the agitation of the stu¬ 
dents, teachers, and the commies 
intervened. The police got unneces¬ 
sarily alert. So, many places we 
wanted to attack had to be left out., 

Q: What are your plans for the 
future? 

A: This is the first step. But now we 
have come to the hard realities— 
through the revolution we have to 
terrorise the government. We will 
later try to win over some areas and 
concentrate there. Then try to en¬ 
large the area and step into the 
enemy area, that is the king’s area. 
Again .making the republic that 
way—going through the real fight¬ 
ing. From symbolism to reality. 


Q: Why are all the parties in Nepatl 
condemning you today? 

A: That is very natural. The Nepali 
Congress, as I told you, believes in 
constitutional monarchy and when 
there is an attack on monarchy itself, 
naturally with their convictions they 
will be with the king. I don’t have 
anything to say against them. As 
regards the commie parties, in Nepal 
it’s a queer thing all the parties from 
the very beginning they have always 
put in their policy statements that 
they believe in constitutional monar¬ 
chy. It is much against the spirit of 
communism. But then this is how 
communism functions in Nepal. 

Q: Do yp^ ^d.eny gbspluteiy that 
you’ve been staying in India? 

A: Yes. I deny (it). 

Q- But intelligence sources kjve' 
been saying that you have been 
spending a lot of time in Patna. 

A: I think for that matter I studied 
in India. I was a student for yeais in 
India and I have many friends and 
relatives there. But for political pur¬ 
poses I always try to avoid India, 
because it is very easy to give a dog a 
bad name and kill it. So all the 
revolutions that took place in Nepal, 
ended inconclusively. B.P. Koirala, 
Gen Swanson, they all called for 
revolution and had India as their 
base when they starred their revolu¬ 
tion. The first one ended in a com¬ 
promise and the other two in the 
effort of a compromise. I don’t want 
to end up similarly. 

Suppose in India a safe sanctuary 
is given to us, all these hazards will 
not have to be borne and our cadets 
would like to do something Now they 
have to hide to survive, but in our 
hideouts. So this is the experience we 
have. Possibly these cadets would 
not have been so disciplined. Pre¬ 
viously our experience was that they 
could not hide a grenade in Kath¬ 
mandu but our boys now could hide a 
fleet of explosives. That means it is 
the severity of the trial, the severity 
of the make-up of our mind that we 
had to be have in Nepal and not fly 
away to safety. And you know the 
hit-and-run method—we hit and 
came back to our hideouts. Our place 
is in our hideouts not in the safe 
sanctuary of another country. 

So I found that psyche previously 
was (especially among cadets of 
other parties with whom 1 was in 
prison) do something and run to 
India. Ours was that there is nothing 
called safe sanctuary. Our guerrillas 
were taught the essence of secrecy. 
Every guerrilla has his secrecy, that 
is tiie essence of what I’ve taught— 
the essence of success is secrecy. 

Iwte r vtowdfcy Swiwftra B n a r /ae 
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Poisoned Waters 


Dangerous industrial effluents from tanneries have caused a serious drinking 
water problem in Ambur, in the North Arcot district of Tamil Nadu 


T he queue for drinking water 
was 13 days old. The women 
had dribbled in over the last 
several days to stake their 
claim with rusty tins and broken pots 
for water that never seemed to come. 
There is only one source of potable 
water in the entire village of Solut 
near Ambur in North Arcot district, 
Tamil Nadu and that is a pipe that 
brings borewell water from 
Periakuppam village, five kms away. 
The irony of the situation is that 
there is absolutely no paucity of 
water in Solur. All the 72 wells in the 
village are full—but with gut- 
wrenchingly contaminated water. 
The highly polluted well water is 
acidic and nauseatingly more salty 
than sea water. The pollution has 
been caused by tannery effluents. 

In Tamil Nadu it is common to see 
women trudging eight kms to fetch 
drinking water. A large number of 
villages in the state have no drinking 
water source. In the Ambur belt 
there is plenty of water. Unfortu¬ 
nately, indiscriminate discharge of 
effluents from the tanneries in this 
area has caused devastating pollu¬ 
tion in the last ten years. There are a 
few deep weUs here and there which 
have not yet been contaminated. The 
womenfolk of Solur walk two kms to 
Kuruvithope to fetch water as the 
borewell water supply has dried up. 
Said Pavanamma, “Our head aches 
carrying water like this. Daily we 
spend about three to four hours just 
! fetching water. As the vessels turn 
i black if washed in the briny water of 
the wells, we have to wash our ves¬ 
sels and clothes with the clean pump 
water from Kuruvithope. Vomiting 
and diarrhoea (symptoms of gastro¬ 
enteritis) are so common here. We all 
suffer from it. So many times we 
have represented to the authorities. 
But no one bothers. The rich tanners 
keep the authorities happy. Nothing 
is ever done to improve our posi¬ 
tion.” The farmers in this area are 
having a bad time because the briny 
water hks made the land barren. Said 
P. Jayaraman, “1 used to grow paddy 
and sugarcane in my one-and-a-half 
acres. But for the last four years 
nothing has grown in my land.” Sfid 
Janaki Amma acidly, “Now only 
thorns will grow.” 

The leather industry in India is 
essentially conc^trated in Calcutta, 


Kanpur, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu. 
Of the Rs 586 crores earned by way 
of leather export, Tamil Nadu 
accounts for 60 per cent. In Tamil 
Nadu, the nerve centre of the leather 
industry is Ambur and the surround¬ 
ing areas which include Vaniyamba- 
di, Ranipet, Pernambct and 
Gudiyattam. 

Of the 500 registered tanners, 350 
are in the Ambur zone with all the 
giants being located in this area—T. 
Abdul Wahid, (TAW) South East 
Tanning Co, Akber Leathers, Parvez 
Ayaz, Eastern Chrome Tanning Co, 
Asia, Florine Shoes and the state 
owned Tansi. The main reason why 
tanning has been concentrated in the 


The queue for unpolluted water lengthens 



Ambur area is because of its abund¬ 
ance of water due to the Palar river 
basin. In addition to this, the Palar 
water has a low content of chlorine, 
making it ideally suitable for tan¬ 
ning. Earlier only the East India (£1) 
Tanning Process (using vegetable ex¬ 
tract) was used. Ambur was the ideal 
place because it nestled at the bot¬ 
tom of the Javadi Hills which was 
rich in bubble and wattle, ingre¬ 
dients required for tanning. Cheap 
labour and good climate were the 
other factors that saw to the rise of 
the tanneries in this area. In Ambur 
there are 75 tanneries and in 
Vaniyambadi there are 65 tanneries. 

In the early Seventies chrome tan- 
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iiing was introduced tn d big way as It to treat the effluents and let out onlv coniaminatnig tht potable water 

was much quicker than El tanning the treated wastes, this practice is also Apait from tins the wa>-tts likt 

Many countries abroad banned prim seldom followed in North Arcot dis used lime haii leather bits etc 

ary tanning due to the envitonmental tnet Most of the lagoons are of heaped both inside and outside tan 

hazard it Jndm, Korea and a earthen construction, and only a tew iients get slowl\ washed by tht rain 

few other Third world countiies are built of concrete The effluents I waiet thus toniammating tht adja 

were the places where the “dirty are let out into the lagoons and cent ait<is As tht P ilar rivei is drv, 

work was carried out “i^ese foreign allowed to dry by the solar esapoia tht efflutnts seep in contaminating 

countries imported the finished tion system The number and capac the underwiter table winch is the 

leather piocessed tn India The ity of the lagoons are not eommensu sourct of drinking watt i for all the 

chrome tanning process requires 276 rate with the quantity of effluents in wells neaibs Thus,waitr for drink 

chemicals, including 14 heavy metals most of the cases Hence it is a ing and litigation (,ets polluted In 

like chromium, «nc. cadmium and common sight to see overflowing la Ambui 200 ullages and in Ranipc t 

at seme Different types of dyes are goons and the watei getting drained SO villagt s have been badls affected 

also required For every kilogram of into the nearby fields There aie also bv the polluted water The SSI 10 

leather piocessed 3S litres of water largestalc breaches in the lagoons upon savs ‘Bttaust of the gradual 

at a conservative estimate, is le and the effluents seep and flow to I dt tenoration in the quality of miga 

quired The daily production of | stagnate later in the fields Quite a | turn watti and dezi lopmtnt of salin 

leathei in Ambur is 2S0 tonnes In large number of tannciies in Pei its ha/aids < tops ha'ebeen affected 

other wolds 7 75 million litres of nambut Valathur Vanivambadi resulting in lefy* low \itlds ’he 

waste watei eontamingroxie chemie Ranipet, Walajah, Arcot and eiops that ctmtalh glow in i u 

als like ammonium chloiidc sul Gudivartam zones dischaige their P ilai rivet basin ait a aie p, ' v 

phatc salt and ehiomiuni art let out effluents directly into lakes and sugaicane lagi tholain gtoiinonut 

as effluents dailv tanks which in turn contaminate the vegetable andcoeonut Aeeotdini. o 

To quote a eonfieJenttal report pub i watei in the surrounding wells a gt tph poblisheu hv ht tiaininj 

hshed bv the Soil Suivev and land A few tanneries inPernanibut and visits unit of the deputmtri of 
Ifse Organisation (SSLUO) .Vellore Vanivambadi and Vellore let the agrniiltuit the piodueiiori of paddv 

‘ I hough all tanneiies ate requited i effluents directly into Palai rivei in thi eit i has dropped from six lakh 

— ~ ~ — — - — — --— tonne in 19"'8 to two lakh tonne'- in 

Fflluent streams from a tannery and (inset) contact dermatftis on a tannery worker’s foot 1982 

Touring tht area this cone spun 
I dent found that seveial patches of 
!, tile Palar basin had becomi dry ind 
J| haid due to continuous dumping of 
^ effluents in riie nvei There wtie an 
endless numboi ol lagoons which 
contained efflutnts tint looked like 
pimioidial slime—a thick viscous 
I brown oo/e with an oveipowering 
I smell of ehemicals paitieulii'v 
ammonia Thete was one lagoon tiy 
the side of the national highway 46 
into which the effluents ol a tanning 
c impany Srimv is and Co weit let 

I I 

P erched preeariouslv close to the ^ 
stinking ooze was a small build 
ing that seivtd as a centre foi the 
nutiitious middav meal scheme It is 
inciediblt that the authoniies could 
be so lacking m sense to locatt-* a 
meal centie m xt to a poisonous bed 
of effluents The puiity of water is 
determined fiy the ph taetoi (hyd 
*^5 logen ion eoneeniianon) Pure water 
i has 1 ph value ol seven 1 ess would 
indicate that the water is andic and 
more would mean it is alkaline 
Water with a ph value ranging from 
6 5 to 8 IS aeeeptdblt In the Ambui 
zone analysis has shown that the 
, water is highly acidic L ikewise the 
I electrudi tonductivity (Lc) of water 
, ) IS supposed to be zt ro W ater w ith F e 

^ , 1 up to a value ol one is dec'med 

V potable If tht' wati'r has a ic'ading of 

4 ' ^ three and above it is unfit for human 
• , consumption and iiiipation The 
more saline the watei the higher the 
j , y ,**/ j Ee reading Actoiding to SSLUO, the 
S', Lc of water in Pei nambut is ten 
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Somalpuram, Tharvozhi, Govin- | 
dapuram in Ambur, Udayendram 
and Thuihipei m Vaniyambadi are 
some of the villages that have water 
with an Ec value over five. The 
chromium content m water is .sup¬ 
posed to be O.O-S mg per litre. In 
Ambur it is over a hundred times the 
prescribed limit. Likewise, the bio¬ 
chemical oxygen demand (BOD) is 
extremely high, making it impossible | 
for organisms to survive. As the 
chloride content in the Palar river ' 
increased, the tanners had to use ! 
more chemicals to neutralise it. The 
result was that the effluents con- j 
tained more toxic chemicals, increas 
ing damage to the adjioining areas. 

I 

The high salt content in the 
effluents made the water and | 
land very saline, and the land j 
fallow. Unable to cultivate, | 
thousands of small farmers in the I 
Ambur zone sold their land to the | 
tanners who needed land as they j 
were expanding at a rapid rate due to 
the incentives and subsidies given by 
the governments The landless far¬ 
mers invariably took up employment i 
in the tanneries. As there was no 
scope for employment elsewhere the 
villagers suffered their fate silently. 
If they revolted against coniamina 
lion they would be thrown out of 
their jobs. In fact at Vaniyambadi, | 
fear has been so successfully drilled 
into the minds of the villagers that 
they objected to the photographer 
taking pictures of the effluents that 
flow alongside the drinking water 
supply. T.P. Rathiiam, a school¬ 
teacher of Solur filed a case more 
than ten years ago demanding com¬ 
pensation as his land was getting 
polluted due to the effluents from 
the tanneries. He told Sunday that 
till now the case had not come up for 
trial. But in the meantime, he was 
transferred, beaten up and harassed 
several times. 

The heavy concentration of tanner¬ 
ies in the Ambur zone is a serious 
health hazard. In a large number of 
tanneries, the workers are not given 
adequate protection. Of the 22,000 
workers in the tanneries, many have 
contracted dermatitis from direct 
contact with chemicals. This corres¬ 
pondent found that workers were 
working without boots or gloves in a 
number of tanneries. Local doctors in 
Ambur and Vaniyambadi told Sun¬ 
day that a Urge number of tannery 
workers had terrible skin problems 
and ulcers. They are all chronic pa¬ 
tients. The minute the sores and 
ulcers heal after medication, the 
workers ^et back to the tannery 
where t10 problem erupts again. In¬ 
vestigations by Sunday revealed that I 


the ESI hospital in Ambur had no 
registered case of skin infections ih 
1979. In 1984 this hospital alone 
treated 1,510 cases. Due to the pol¬ 
luted water gastro-enteritis is ex¬ 
tremely common. While the ESI hos¬ 
pital in Ambur treated 107 cases of 
diarrhoea and enteric problems in 
1979, in 1984 the figure had shot up 
to 765. Almost all the doctors in the 
Ambur zone complained that gastro¬ 
enteritis had reached the propor¬ 
tions of a chronic epidemic. 
Amoebiasis and giaordosisdysentery 
as also worms are common problems 
because of the contaminated water. 
Lower respiratory tract infections 
are very common in children. This 
leads to primary complex and TB. In 
fact a number of workers also sufft r 
from TB. There is also a high inci¬ 
dence of azoospermia (low sperm 
count) in tannery workers. During 
the period January to June 1985, a 
test on 600 tannery workers revealed 
that all 600 had a sperm count of 
zero. In the month of June, 29 per¬ 
sons died of cholera in and around 
Ambur. The authorities choose to 
give Specious reasons for the deaths 
but It IS common knowledge that the 
cholera bacteria breeds in saline wa¬ 
ter. The contaminated water in this 
belt therefore makes it extremely 
vulnerable to frequent outbreaks of 
cholera. Very often the authorities 
dismiss it as dysentery. Another rare 
syndrome found is “milk di¬ 
arrhoeas.” It has been found that 
infants are victims of diarrhoea be- 
cau.se the mother’s milk is contamin¬ 
ated. Women workinginthetanner i es 
get dermatitis while the women en¬ 
gaged in sorting wool are chronic 
victims of fever, skin irritations and 
respiratory problems. 


Children carrying drinking water 



R aw hides and skins go through 
different processes before they 
emerge as finished leather goods. 
The processes include soaking, lim¬ 
ing, deliming, bating, degreasing, 
pickling, depickling, chrome or semi¬ 
chrome tanning, dyeing, fatliquor- 
ing, etc. Vegetable tannings have 

very high BOD and COD that affect 
aquatic life. Chromium salts are very 
toxic to fish and aquatic life. Hexava- 
lent chromium causes perforation of ' 
nasal seplum of workers and nearby 
residents, produces wheezing, pain, 
fever, loss of weight, irritation and 
corrosion of skin. Long-term expo¬ 
sure to chromium causes lung cancer, 
eyelid ulcerations, conjunctivitis and 
asthma. Formaldehyde, which is 
used in the finishing stages, causes 
eye irritations, breathing problems 
and gastro-enteritis. 

Tannery effluents can be treated 
biologically or chemically. The for¬ 
mer is a method by which organisms 
are injected into ^he effluents which 
literally eat away the harmful com¬ 
ponents. In the chemical process, 
chemicals are introduced to neutral¬ 
ise the effluent-s This is a very ex¬ 
pensive method and most tanners in j 
the Ambur zone use the biological 
process. But the pits where the biolo¬ 
gical process is supposed to take 
place are grossly inadequate and 
most tanners tend to let out the 
untreated wastes into the Palar river 
or adjoining areas. The Tamil Nadu 
Leather Development Corporation 
and the Vaniyambadi Tannery Asso¬ 
ciation have together floated a joint 
stock company that will set up a 
common effluent treatment plant in 
Vaniyambadi at a cost of Rs two 
Cl ores. In Vaniyambadi, the Cutch- 
ery road alone has 65 tanneries. P. 
Khaleelur Rahman, the president of 
the Vaniyambadi Small Tanners’ 
Association told Sunday that, of the 
Rs 50 lakhs that was to be the 
tanners’ contribution, he had man¬ 
aged to drum up only Rs nine lakhs 
so far, and that too with great diffi¬ 
culty. The project has already run 
into severe financial problems even 
before it could get going. In Ambur, 
the ten big tanners have decided to 
I instal their own effluent treatment 
plants. The rest of the 65 small and 
medium tanners have got together to 
form the Ambur Tannery Effluent 
Treatment Service Industrial Coop¬ 
erative Society Ltd in November 
1984. As a treatment plant requires 
ten to 15 acres, the 65 tanners have 
decided to construct four common 
plants in four zones in Ambur. 

The society has sought the assist¬ 
ance of Richardson andCruddas, a 
government of India undertaking, y' 
who have suggested a biological | 

■UNDAYtl—UAusuH IMS 


46 k 



INVESTIGATION 


treatment plant for the 65 tanners. 
Effluents from the tanneries will be 
brought by pipes to the common 
sumps where they will be treated 
biologically. The project costs Rs 4.5 
crores. K. Balasundaram, secretary 
of the society, told Sunday that rais¬ 
ing money for the project was posing 
a serious problem and that they were 
approaching state and centra! gov 
emment agencies to fund the pro¬ 
ject. 

The TN Pollution Control Board 
has fixed a deadline for the tanners 
to instal an effluent treatment plant 
in their tanneries if their licences are 
to be renewed. The deadline has 
been extended 14 times, with the last 
one having expired on 31 July 1985. 
The latest word is that a decision will 
be taken after M.G. Ramachandran 
returns from Japan. The tanners, 
however, raise a pertinent point As 
I P.K. Rahman said, “The government 
insists that we instal these effluent 
treatment plants. But they are not in 
a position to give us the technology. 
From where are we to get it? Let 
them tell us what’s to be done and we 
will do it.” 

He pointed out that there was a 
bumper coconut crop this year 
While conceding that there was con¬ 
tamination of drinking water, Yusuf 
blamed the municipal authorities for 
failing to locate the water source for ] 
Ambur in the right place. Ambur is 
being supplied water from Paccha- 
kuppam which is downstream. In 
other words, the water which has 
already been polluted by the 
effluents, is being used for the water 
supply. Moreover, as Ambur was 
downstream of Vaniyambadi, the 
effluents from the latter flowed to 
^ Ambur. The Vaniyambadi water was 
good because the authorities had 
used a water source that was up¬ 
stream of the town. The tanners tried 
to help the villagers by giving Rs two 
lakhs for laying new pipes to bring 
potable water from nearby sources to 
the (dfected villages. Lorries belong¬ 
ing to the tanners were also loaned to 
supply drinking water to the villages, 
said Yusuf. 

W hile the villagers bemoan their 
fate, few of them will open 
ly criticise the tanners. On the one 
hand they are indebted to them be¬ 
cause the menfolk work in the tan¬ 
neries. On the other hand they are 
drawing water from wells and the 
sumps belonging to the tanners. So 
naturally, they do not wish to alien¬ 
ate the tanners. The tanners are 
sitting pretty because of their twin 
advantages, money power and poli¬ 
tical clout. The tanners have close 
J ties with the AIADMK and the Con- 
gress(I). The TAW’s matriculation 


school was opened recently by the 
vice president R. Venkataraman. 
The former AIADMK MLA, 
Kulasekhara Pandian, whom the loc¬ 
als elected thinking he would do 
something regarding the effluents 
problem, has now become the chair¬ 
man of the Tamil Nadu Leather De¬ 
velopment Corporation. The state 
government officials are given swank 
treatment in the plush guest houses 
of the big tanners. The present Con- 
gress(I) MLA from Vaniyambadi, H. 
Abdul Majid is himself a tanner. In 
other words, the tanners are a strong 
lobby with tremendous political 
clout. It is intere.sting to note that the 
pollution control board gives an ex¬ 
tension of only two to three months 
at a rime for the installation of an 
effluent treatment plant when it 
takes at least one year to commission 
a plant. 

The only group in Ambur that 
seems genuinely concerned about 
the pollution caused by the tannery 
effluents is the community action 
group (CAD) headed by Narayana 


suits on two fronts. 

The Ambur pollution problem 
highlights the urgent need for re¬ 
search in effluent treatment technol¬ 
ogy. Extensions of deadlines by the 
pollution control board are meaning¬ 
less unless the tanners are first pro¬ 
vided with the technology for the 
disposal of effluents. After research 
has yielded suitable technology, a 
monitoring committee would have to 
be set up to ensure that the tanners 
arouse the effluent treatment pro¬ 
cess. The ultimate efforts should be 
to reclaim the contaminated land. As 
per the SSLUO survey of 1982 tan¬ 
nery effluents have “severely 
affected” 3,911.19 hectares in and 
around Ambur In addition to this 
11,850.99 hectares has been “mod¬ 
erately” affected. And unless some¬ 
thing IS done quickly, the situation 
will worsen because production is 
only going to increase. The seventh 
five year plan envisages the export of 
leather goods to shoot up to Rs 1,050 
crores. that is a doubling of the 
current figure. In other words, while 



Women sorting out wool on Cutchery Road: a pollution source 


Murthi, or Nani, as he is popularly 
called. The CAD, an independent 
organisation which was started in 
1978, has been in the forefront trying 
to create awareness among the vil¬ 
lagers regardingthe pollution threat 
that they face. Last year on 5 June 
(environment protection day) the 
CAD organised a highly successful 
demonstration where the women 
broke pots full of contaminated wa¬ 
ter from their wells before the muni¬ 
cipal authorities Nani, who has been 
doing research into the extent of 
contamination in the Ambur zone, 
told Sunday that he was driven to 
this field because his own father, 
who was a farmer, had found that his 
lands which were hitherto fertile, 
were fast becoming barren. As many 
other farmers in the region were 
suffering the same fate, Nani felt 
that it was his duty to probe into the 
matter. His efforts have yielded re¬ 


tanners achieve affluence, the villa¬ 
gers will be swamped by the 
effluents—unless the authorities 
take prompt action. While nothing 
can be done to reclaim the severely 
affected areas, efforts should be 
made totdolso immediately'. 

The SSLUO, in conclusion, sug¬ 
gests that new tanneries should be 
confined to existing tannery com¬ 
plexes and industrial estates instead 
of spreading to new areas. Moreover, 
new tanneries should be located 
away from productive lands. In 
already affected areas, raising crops 
like paddy and sugarcane should be 
avoided and only rainfed crops 
should be grown. All this is very well 
but as Kannamma of Sanankuppam 
village told Sunday bitterly, “The 
authorities will take notice of our 
plight only if we all die like in 
Bhopal.” 

AnUmPratap, Madras 
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ESSAY 


Prime Ministerial 
Government 


I t has been said that the cabinet 
form of government has yielded 
place to what is described as 
“prime ministerial government” 
or the “Prime Minister’s cabinet” 
with other ministers acting as his, 
“agents” or “assistants.” This situa¬ 
tion has been created in politics 
chiefly by the working of the party 
system and the Prime Ministers’ con¬ 
trol and skillfti) management of their 
parties and through patronage. The 
powers of the state and the efficiency 
of the civil service has continuously 
grown, while competence shows a 
fair amount of decline. Consequent¬ 
ly, the power of the cabinet has 
declined progressively and the pow¬ 
er of the Prime Minister has in¬ 
creased proportionately. 

To understand the magnitude and 
nature of the changes, it would be 
helpful to review the evolution of the 
“cabinet,” the concept of which goes 
back to the Privv Councils of Euro¬ 
pean kings. The members of those 
groups served as advisers to the 
monarch and. in certain cases, as 
supervisors of particular governmen¬ 
tal functions. The growth of the par¬ 
liamentary system produced the par¬ 
ticular type of cabinet government 
prevalent today in, inter d/u. coun¬ 
tries of western Europe, Canada. 
Japan, India and others. In these 
set-ups, ministers are almost always 
members of the majority party or 
coalition of parties in the legislative 
body and the ministers have them¬ 
selves won seats in the Parliament. 
The leader of the majoriiy parly in 
Parliament serves as the Prime 
Minister or head ol the government, 
and he chooses the othei cabinet 
members, each of whom then runs a 
department. Under the parliamen¬ 
tary system, citizens do not vote 
directly for the chief executive. In¬ 
stead, executive power is a creation 
of the legislative branch, and the 
cabinet can be ousted bv a par- 
liameiitaiy vote ol no confidcuice 
Bagehot in lus memorable words 
described the cabinet as a “commit¬ 
tee—a hyphen which joins, a buckle 
which fastens the legislative part of 
the state to the executive part of the 
state. In its origin it belongs to the 
one, in its function it belongs to the 
other.” He further said, “It is a 
creature but it has the power of 
destroying its creators. It is an execu¬ 


tive which can annihilate the legisla¬ 
ture as well as an executive which is 
the nominee of the legislature. It was 
made out; it can unmake, it was 
derivative in its origin, but it is 
destructive in the action.” 

The Prime Minister has the right to 
select his own cabinet members and 
dismiss them at will and he holds the 
powei tv decide the cabinet’s agenda 
and announce the decisions reached 
without taking a vote. Prof. Harold 
Laski, elucidating the point further, 
says that the Prime Minister need 
not consult his cabinet on any matter 
and cites the instances of Baldwin 
who, without consulting his col¬ 
leagues in 1935, decided to dissolve 


The Prime Minister is 
the head of the cabinet 
or the council of 
ministers. Being the 
leader of the party in 
power, he is the person 
who actually matters. 
Though not possessed of 
any formal title^ he has 
the authority of 
the government. 


the Parliament. In 1924 Macdonald 
and in 1945, Churchill also did not 
consult the cabinet before advising 
dissolution. Regarding the other 
powers of the Prime Minister, 
Richard Crossman, a prominent 
member of the Harold Wilson 
cabinet, said, “Remember that each 
minister can be sacked by the Prime 
Minister any day. We must be con¬ 
stantly aware that our tenure of 
office depends on his personal dis¬ 
cretion... He is not a free man in that 
he could not sack all the undisputed 
incompetents in his team—without 
upsetting his own position. But even 
though he is balancing forces in the 
cabinet rather than ordering them, 
he has, in my view, tremendous pow¬ 
er—something which any cabinet 
minister is aware of every day of his 
life. I (as a minister) am aware that I 
am there at the Prime Minister’s 
discretion. The Prime Minister can 


withdraw that discretion any day he 
likes, without stating a reason. And 
there is nothing 1 can do about it...” 
CThere have been cases of Indian 
Prime Ministers reportedly taking 
important decisions irrespective of 
the cabinet. Some of such instances 
are: the final round of decision on 
the reorganisation of the states in 
1956, Nehru’s request to President 
Kennedy seeking protection in 1962 
and the declaration of internal 
Emergency in 1975.) 

Interestingly, Richard Crossman 
points out that under the British 
cabinet system fwhat Mr Crossman 
calls ‘prime ministerial govern¬ 
ment’), “the Prime Minister can de¬ 
fine the consensus as being what he 
thinks fit ” .About collective respon¬ 
sibility, he says, it now means that 
“everybody who is in the governmeii' 
must accept and piihliclv support 
every cabinet decision, even if he 
was not present ai the discussion or 
was completely unaware that the 
decision had been taken As we have 
seen, collective detisioii-niaking is 
now fragmented, and many major 
decisions may be taken by two, three, 
four or five ministers But the mo¬ 
ment they have been taken, and 
minuted, they have the force of a 
decision taken by the whole cabinet, 
and are binding on the hundred odd 
members of the government ■” 

Harold Wilson, in his book The 
Government of Britain, has ex¬ 
plained the job of the Prime Minister 
of Britian as one ol the most exciting 
and certainly one of the best orga¬ 
nised—organised by history in the 
democratic world, “This is an office 
to cherish, stimulating and satis¬ 
fying; you will never have a dull 
moment, you will never get bored. 
But it is a lull time calling. There are 
not the easy, spacious, socially 
oriented days of some of the prede¬ 
cessors...! have had to work seven 
days a week, at least 12 to 14 hours a 
day. But the variety and interest— 
with at least 500 diffeient documents 
or submissions, to read in an average 
week and after a busy week -means 
that you do not get bored, conse¬ 
quently you do not get tired.” 
According to Wilson, the notion of 
overriding prime ministerial power, 
is predominantly academic and is 
wrong. It ignores the system of demo¬ 
cratic checks and balances in Parlia- 
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ment, in cabinet, and not the least, in 
the party machine and the party in 
the country ” Wilson further wntes, 
“Cabinet is a democracy, not an 
autocracy Each member of it, includ 
ing the Prime Minister seeks to con 
Vince his colleagues as to the course 
to follow The cabinet bears his 
stamp, It IS true on each and every 
policy issue, but it is the cabinet, not 
the Prime Minister, who decides ” 
He does not deny that the power of 
the Prime Minister has increased, 
but he says this is only because the 
power of government is greater, and 
the Prime Minister has simply shared 
this increased power “Inspiiatton 
comes from the country”—political 
inspiration today comes not from the 
dinner tables of the elite or fiom 
London’s political fringe, but from a 
I broad spectrum of party workers and 
the voters at large Every member of 
the administration, regardless of 
which party he represents, must re 
member that he is in the cabinet or in 
Parliament not as a result of his own 
great qualities but “because people 
believe in him, and work for him, not 
primalily as an individual but as a 
standard beaier (of the party) ’ 

I 

T he Uni btates C onstitution 
makes iio diiect referent t to a 
cabinet but tht cabinet b> the nad 
die of this century had taken on 
institutional status through both cus 
tom and law After the Second World 
War, for instance, the Congiess 
enacted a Presidential Succession 
Act recogniring the cabinet as an 
official body The law, which has 
since been amended, provides for 
cabinet members, starting with the 
secretaivof state as the senior secret 
ary, to be in line to succeed the 
1 President after the vice president, 
the Speaker of the House of Repre 
sentatives, and the Piesident pro 
tempore of the Senate More signifi 
cant than that law is the 25th Amend 
ment to the Constitution, enacted in 
1967, which deals with presidential 
disability Under certain extreme cir 
cumstances, the executive depart 
ment heads and the vice-president 
may recommend to the Congress that 
the President is unable to canv out 
his duties If the Congress agrees, the 
vice-president becomes the acting 
President till the disabihry lasts 
While the cabinet eventually 
achieved constitutional recognition, 
the White House staff has accumu 
lated power without such sanction In 
fact, the staff has in the recent 
decades become a strong rival to the 
cabinet (Abraham Lincoln, at the 
end of a cabinet session, collected 
the voices and found himself 
opposed by everyone around the 
1 table “Noes seven, ayes one”, he 


announced, “the ayes have it ”) 

The constitutional position of the 
Indian Prime Minister is expressed 
through article 74 of the Constitution 
of India which savs “There shall be a 
Council of Ministers with the Prime 
Ministei at the head to aid and 
advise the President who shall, in 
exeicise of his functions act in 
accoidance with such advice” (after 
the 44th Amendment, 1978, of the 
Constitution Befoie the Constitution 
42nd Amendment, 1976, Art 74 lead 
as under ‘ I here shall be a count il of 
ministeis with the Prime Ministei at 
the head to aid and advise the Presi 
dent in exercise of his functions 
Aftet the 42 nd Amendment, 
1976, It was changed to “There shall 
be a council of ministeis with the 
Prime Minister at the head to aid and 
adtise the Piesident who shall in 
exertise of his functions, act in 
accordance with such advice ”) 
There, however is a proviso “Pro 
vided that the President may require 
the council of ministers to retonsider 
such advice, either generally or 

Since he represents the 
aspiration of the masses, 
the Prime Minister has 
to rise above his party. 
He is as much the leader 
of the party as of the 
government. His 
significance lies in the 
fact that he represents 
the consensus of the 
party, as much as the 
Parliament and the 
people. 

otheiwisp, and the President shall 
act in accordance with the advice 
tendered after such rcconsideia 
tion ” The architects of the Indian 
Constitution made it abundantly 
clear that the council of ministers is 
more powerful and the Piesident 
occupies only a ceremoii-al position 
He IS bound by the Constitution to 
act on the advice of the council of 
ministers and cannot act indcpen 
dently and anv independent action 
would be tantaini unt to the violation 
o( the Constitution and he will be 
liable to impeachment 
The view of the Supreme Court is 
also as categoi cal and explicit as 
that of the framers of the Constitu 
non In Raisahib Ramjawaya Kapooi 
and others Vs the State of Punjab, 
S C 1955(2), the Supreme Court held 
the same view as in A Sanjeevi Naidu 
Vs State of Madras (AIR, 1970 SC 


1102) It held in U N Rao Vs Indira 
Gandhi (AIR, 1971, SC 1002) that 
Art 74(1) IS mandatory and, 
therefore, the President cannot exer 
CISC the executive power without the 
aid and advice of the Council of 
Ministers Any exercise of executive 
power without aid and advice will be 
unconstitutional in view of Art 53(1) 
The Prime Minister is the head of 
the cabinet or the council of minis 
teis Being the leader of the party in 
power he is the person who actually 
matters I hough not possessed of any 
formal title, he has the substance of 
the authoiity of the government The 
President has no option but to sum 
mon the recognised leader of the 
majority party and appoint him or 
her as the Prune Minister and ask 
him or her to rei ommend other 
ministers The Piesident cannot dis 
regard the maiorrty party and c. 11 
upon other parties to form a coalitii n 
government It is only when no p any 
has a deal or absolute majority that 
the President can use his discietion 
But even in such a situation the 
President has to invite the leader of 
the large st single party to find out if 
he can form a government bv indud 
ing m it members of other parties 
Thus in a parliamentary democra 
cy, the Prime Munster is the cential 
figure who decides crucial internal 
and intcrnational policies, directs 
measuies of great economic import 
ance and is responsible and account 
able to the Pailiament and the nation 
lor the performance of the adminis 
nation Of course-, collective cabinet 
responsibility is the essence of the 
democratic process but the louncii 
of ministers is vntually chosen by the 
President in accordance with the 
wishes of tne Prime Ministei The 
bioad guidance of the party in power 
notwithstanding, the personality of a 
Prime Minister has a ti Ihng effect on 
a demociatic government 
Since he i epresents the aspiration 
of the masses, the Piime Minister has 
to rise above his party He is as much 
the leader of the party as of the 
govetnmeni His significance lies in 
the fact that he represents the con 
sensus of the party, as much as of the 
Pai liament and the people His pow 
eis arise basically and ultimately 
from the people whom he le <ds His 
sensitivity and responsiveness to the 
swings of public opinion become the 
hallmark of his leadership Through 
mass meetings he establishes a per 
sonal bond with the people Some 
times his leadership comes to be 
characterised as ‘charismatic’ or 
‘populist ’ People’s perception and 
image of hts leadciship came to tnflu 
ence the party, the government and 
even the bureaucracy 
Shyam Sundar TiMan, Maw DaBil 
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A Voice of Reason is Siienced 


A popular leader is brutally gunned down 


A ssassins’ bullets have snatched 
away the lives of two \oung 
politicians who could have played a 
major role in India's journey into the 
twenty-first century To mourn Lain 
Maken alone would be unfair 
Though not in active politics for the 
past few years, his wife Gitanjah was 
a former president of the National 
Students’ Union of India, a front 
organisation bf the Congress In the 
death of Lalit Maken, the Indian 
youth have lost the only activist 
from among their ranks who 
had dared to mould a successful 
political career on his own He may 
have died a Congress(l) MP, but it 
cannot be ignored that before joining 
the Congiess(I), between 1979 and 
1982, Maken was outside the fold of 
the party led by the late Mrs Indira 
Gandhi Even as a ruling party mem 
ber, his voice was always the voice of 
reason—perhaps that is why on many 
occasions it was identified as a voice 
of dissent Only a politician who has 
a mass base can afford to speak the 
truth The lack of populai support 
generated on one’s own name 
thwarts a politician’s ability to speak 
out against his own party Lalit 


Maken was, by Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi’s own admission, one of the 
better Congress(l) MPs This, howev 
er, did not deter him from criticising 
the textile policy or exposing the 
doings of ministers who were not 
upholding the people’s interests The 
1979 textile strike in Delhi had seen 
Maken emerge as the capital’s num 
ber one. trade unionist Many unions 
sought his leadership He organised a 
bus strike in 1983, much to the 
embarrassment of the party of which 
he was a member Apart from the 
private sector employees, the gov 
ernment servants too had accepted 
his leadership in his brief five year 
tenure as a trade union leader 

Lalit Maken had upset many apple 
carts Apart from the traditional 
trade union leaders of Delhi, whom 
he uprooted from one union after 
another, the old guard in Congress 
politics felt disturbed by his growing 
popularity As he had the support of 
the workers, he was an opponent who 
could not be isolated by palace intri 
gues alone Speculation has been rife 
since his murder was it the act of 
Sikh extremists’ Contemporary his 


tory tells us that the terronsts m 
Punjab have gone after their victims 
alone The victim’s spouse was 
normally not touched 

By mm dering Gltanjali 
Maken, the assassms ensured that 
the legend of Lalit Maken died on 31 
July 1985 Had Gitanjah hved, there 
IS little doubt that she would have 
stepped in to ensure that her hus 
band’s work survived after his death 
She had become a housewife to make 
sure that there was no clash of in¬ 
terests between herself and Lalit 
Maken In the days when he was out 
of the Congress(I), Gitanjah bad con 
tinued to be an ardent supporter of 
Mrs Indira Gandhi and a large por¬ 
trait of Mrs Gandhi adorned the 
drawing room of their flat Lalit and 
Gitanjah Maken were a happy cou | 
pie whilt she took tl backseat to . 
see him nse in politics, he always 
gave her the respect due to a person 
who had potential in politics With 
theu murder, honest political en 
deavour has received a setback 
which will not be made up for years 
to come 

AB. 



A garlanded Maken with his wife, celebrating Ms victory In the Lok habha polls 
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NEW DELHI 


Lirfit Maken’s Brutal Murder 


Violence returns to New Delhi 


I t came exactly nine month^ after l iron gates Maken who had bten 
the assassination of Indira Gandhi | elected to the Lok Sabha from th< 


on 31 October 1984 Lain Maken, the 
young Congress(I) MP from south 
Delhi, died the same gruesome 
death, riddled with the bullets of 
determined assassins It was a sunny 
morning on Wednesday, 11 July and 
Maken had just finished meeting his 
followers at the Kirti Nagar rest 
dence of his parents in west Delhi As 
he came out, his wife Citanjali and a 
couple of friends, the 
killers struck Maken 
shouting “Mummy, 

Mummy" fied to 
escape but the two 
assassins chased him 
right up to his drawing 
room and emptied their 
weapons (the police 
claim they used semi 
automatic guns, one of 
the 9 mm yariety and 
the oth&i, possibly, a » 

Mausei) The three mi | fjf 

nute operation ovei, j 
they sped away on a 
green Bajai Super stoo 1 \ 
ter (DHL 8''>46)- their | / 

stolen'getaway vehicle f 

leaving behind three A < 

bloodstained bodies 
While Lain Maken was Up I 
declared dead im H 
mediately on arrival at ^ f V ^ 
the Ram Manohar 
Lohia hospital, his wife ^ 

Giianjali and Bal \ ® 

krlshna Khanna a Con 
gress worker who had 
come to meet Maken to 
get his passport 
attested, were later 
pronounced dead in the ] 

intensive care unit 
(ICU) By this time, the 
news of the assassina 
tion had already begun 
to spread and hundreds 1 
of supporters of this \ ^ 

leading trade union 
leader of Delhi, had The bodi es of 
collected at the hospital 
The scene outside the Ram Man 
ohar Lohia hospital was reminiscent 
of the other black Wednesday, nine 
months ago, when hundreds of peo 
pie had gathered outside the gates of 
the All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences Curiously, the murderers 
of both Mrs Gandhi and Lalit Maken 
and his wife had been waiting behind 


boulh Delhi constitutm y in 1984 and 
was on hiS way to becoming a fireb 
rand parliamentarian had been allot 
ted goveinment accommodation only 
recently The young couple had 
shitted to ihtii new residence at 
bungalow AB IS on Tilak Marg on 22 
Inly Maken was without his person 
al security oflicer (PSO) foi a tew 
days because the police guard had 








The bodies of Lain and Gitaiuali Maken their last journey 


been shifted to his Tilak Marg home 
while he continued staying at Kirti 
Nagar (Fifteen members of the Cen 
tral Reserve Police force, were 
guarding an empty house at the exact 
moment when the person they were 
supposed to protect was being gun 
ned down at his Kirti Nagar resi 
dence) 


The events that led to the death of 
Maken, his wife and Balknshna 
Khanna appeared to be meticulously 
planned and well executed One of 
the eyewitnesses the ten vear old 
domestic servant ot the Makens, re 
called the moments that shattered 
the morning calm on 31 July Islam, 
the voung servant who had been 
employed by the Makens at their 
Kirti Nagar home for moie than a 
yeai had been asked by Gitanjali 
Maken to take some clothes and 
boxes to their waiting Maruti car 
Lain Maken had just completed his 
weekly meeting with people from his 
constituency After the last visitor 
left and he placed the sheaf of ap 
plications he had received in a file, 
and was about to proceed 
to Parliament house, 

I Geetanjdli asked her 
husoand to wait since 
Islam was placing rjie 
luggage in the cat 
The two armed assas 
J luiking be 

^ hind the lamppost near 

^Bh^H 8<ite when Islam 
came out of the house 
keep the packages 
inside the cai “Beta ek 
glass pant pila do (Give 
j us a glass of waterl” 
HjlBi' ' said one of them Islam 
Hjr noticed that one of the 

L alrf* men was tarrying a gun 

when he returned with 
MBS two glasses of iced wa 
ter in a tray Islam 
^^hJlIilBBl thought that the men 
were plain clothed 
KEjMpKffil security guards of his 
Sdheb He was quite 
used to %eeing security 
guards in the house in 
the past few months 
Three minutes later, 
Islam lushed out after 
hearing what he 
thought were crackers 
Rj^BBBBO bursting to see his mas 
tei lying in a pool of 
blood and the two men, 
who had thanked him 
polncly for the water a 
few minutes ago shoot 
ing at Maken 

_ _ Meanwhile, Gitan 

jail, had tome out of 
the house and within seconds bullets 
riddled her body While the gun 
men were shooting at his 
wife the injured Maken managed to 
crawl towards the sliding door of the 
room which had once been their 
drawing loom and finding the door 
locked tried to take refuge inside the 
concrete niche below the staircase 
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The assassins pursued him and shot 
him five times The second assassin, 
fired eight bullets at Dhiraj, Makcn’s 
nephew who had come down the 
staircase to see what the noise was 
all about Dhiraj miraculously, 
escaped unhurt Pointing to the bul 
let maiked wall of the house he said 
shakily, “Jab chatha gir bhi gaye, tab 
bhi unbone aur goliyan man (Even 
after my uncle was wounded, they 
continued to shoot at him) ” 

The police arrived at the spot 25 
minutes later but bv then Maken, 
Gitanjali and Balkrishna Khanna had 
been rushed to the Ram Manohar 
Lohia hospital According to Rajiv 
Malhotra, a neighbour who earned 
Maken in his lap a tew minutes after 
the tragedy, two telephone calls were 
made but instead of waiting for the 
police, they rushed Maken, his wife 
and Khanna to hospital Malhotra, 
whose white kuna pajamas (he was 
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prepanng tea in the kitchen vs hen he 
heard the sound of gunfire) vs ere 
stained with blood said that he 
had earned the bleeding but men 
bodv into the emergencs vs ard “The 
police have been extremelv ures 
ponsible in taking action in this case 
If thev had reached the spot im 
mediatelv, at least the assailants mas 
have been apprehended ’ Another 
major secuntv lapse that seems to 
have occurred, besides the removal 
of the personal secunn officer was 
pointed out bv Madan Lai Khurana, 
leader of the opposition in the metro 
politan council the following dav 
While the Delhi police tracked 
down the scooter on which the 
assailants had fled to Karol Bagh, the 
Makens were taken out on their last 
journey to the Nigambodh burning 
ghat Thousands, from \TPs to simple 
trade union workers formed part a 
of the procession Slogans of “Lain 











T he summons to all senio* lammu 
and Kashmir CongiessUi leaders 
and legislators from New Delhi in 
mid July had led to speculation ab 
out the impending changes in the 
polttical set up of the state Even 
aftei three days of hectic politicking 
in the capital, a clear picture of the 
political situation did not emerge 
Perhaps, the '^ongiess(I) leadership 
at the centre and in the state would 
prefer to maintain the status quo 
while the\ finalise their 'Kashmir 


policy ’ But it is clear that the Con 
gress(I) has revised its stand on the 
one year old Ghulam Mohammed 
Shah government This reportedly 
brought the Jammu and Kashmir 
chief mmister rushing to New Delhi 
to plead his case unmediatelv after 
the departure of the state '’ongres 
s(I) leaders 

(2 M Shah and the ' 1 Con 

ference Khalida (NCKi \ sident, 
Mrs Khalida Shah met Prime Mims 
ter Rajiv Gandhi at his residence for 


Maken amariahea ” were made Ear¬ 
lier, at the New Tilak Marg residence 
of the Makens, where the bodies of 
the couple were kept. Prime Minis¬ 
ter, Rajiv Gandhi and other impor¬ 
tant colleagues of his came to pay 
their last respects Shankar Dayal 
Sharma, the Andhra Pradesh Gov¬ 
ernor and father in law of Maken was 
also present Also present was the 
seven year old daughter of the 
Makens looking lost amidst the 
mou’ners Avantika Maken stood 
alongside her mother’s flower bede 
eked bodv all through, clutching her 
grandlather’s hands, barely under 
standing what actually had hap 
pened or what she had to do At one 
point she kissed her mother’s face 
and then poignantly withdrew, una 
ware that her tragedy had just 
begun 

Sanksrwhan Thmkur mtd RHu Sarwi, 

Naw DeUil 

over an hour on 29 July Whiii trans 
pired has become the subjert ot a 
debate A press note issued im 
mediately after the talks bv the Jam 
mu and Kashmir information depart 
ment, said the Prime Minister had 
“assured GM Shah of continuiil 
support to his po’ eriiment’ and that 
he had also accepted his invitation to i 
inaugurate ihe Festival of Kashmir | 
which IS to begin in Srinagar some | 
time in October this ycai liuNC(K) 
Congiess(l) tnend-hip actoiding to 
the Shah camp continues But poll 
tical souices claim that the meeting 
was not as cordial as Gulshah made it 
out to be Ihe lammu and Kashmir 
chief minister all through the meet 
ing, tried to convince the Prime 
Minister that the talk about corrup 
non and maladministration in his 
state was not true 

Rajiv Gandhi also expressed his 
concern to Shah about the worsening 
law and order situation in the state 
The continuing uncertainty and the 
ineffectiveness of the Shah govern 
ment have given enough oppoitum 
ties to organisations like the Jamaat 
1 Islami to spread communal trouble 
in the Valley The Shah government, 
after it had come to power, claimed it 
was more secular than the previous 
government Now, under the same 
G M Shah government, secularism 
faces a threat The Congressfl) is 
rapidly losing popular support Its 
leaders feel that the party is losing 
Its base by propping up an unpopular 
and corrupt regime After the J and 
K Congress(I) conference at Aharbal 
in June, during which party leaders 
strongly condemned the perform 
ance of the Gulshah government and 
criticised their own party's support 
to It, the drift away fromGulshah 
really began In fact, the central 
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leadership of the Congress(]) has, in 
principle, decided to withdraw sup¬ 
port from the Gulshah government. 
It is only a matter of time before they 
actually take that step. The reason is 
simple: the Congress(I) no longer 
wants to take thr isk of sharing the 
blame with M ah. 

Hie Congresstl) ^s not decided on 
its plan of aciinn i the state. The 
high command, it is learnt, has 
already ruled out any possibility of 
the J and K Congres$(I) unit joining 
the government of Gulshah. Nor is 


the party keen on Governor’s rule, 
which has been recommended by the 
J and K Governor Jagmohan and 
Farooq Abdullah’s National Confer¬ 
ence (F). The Congress(I) does not 
relish the idea of elections before 
1989. What policy will the Congres- 
s(I) adopt if it is to withdraw support 
from the Gulshah government? It is 
this search for alternatives that is 
forcing the Congress(l) to maintain 
status quo in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Smtkmrahmn Thakw, Mmw Dalhl 


INDIRA GANDHI ASSASSINATION TRIAL 

Was Th e re a Post-mortem? 

I The witnesses give evidence in court 


F or all those present inside the 
makeshift courtroom of Tihar 
Jail, it was as if the darkest moments 
in the country’s history were being 
relived. From 8 July, the second 
session of the Indira Gandhi assas¬ 
sination trial commenced, with the 
cross-examination of the prosecution 
witnesses. The crucial events that led 
to the assassination were disclosed to 
the court being conducted by addi¬ 
tional sessions judge, Mahesh Chan¬ 
dra inside the jail premises. The 
proceedings gained momentum, and 
by the end of 11 July, witnesses had 
deposed before the court and faced 
cross-examination. The prosecution 
however kept the defence counsel 
and the press attending the trial 
guessing on the line-up and number 
of witnesses who would be called to 
court. By the end of three weeks, it 
was clear that not all of the 144 
witnesses listed in the charge-sheet 
would be produced before the court. 
In spite of the repeated demands by 
P.N. Lekhi, defence counsel for Sat- 
want Singh, that the two “VIP eye¬ 
witnesses” in the case, R.K. Dhawan, 
special assistant to the late Prime 
Minister and M.L. Fotedar, her poli¬ 
tical adviser be called in for cross- 
examination first, the prosecution 
remained silent on when the two 
would be called. 

The chief public prosecutor, K.L. 
Arora was unwilling to disclose how 
many witnesses would be cross- 
examined and said, “We will not 
complete the list and Dhawan and 
Fotedar are on the list. The number 
of people to depose will depend upon 
the pioceedings of the case Till date, 
we have examined some of the wit¬ 
nesses who are most crucial in the 
Satwant Singh case including record 
witnesses, medical witnesses and 
eye-witnesses.” The strategy of the 
prosecution which was called “mis¬ 
chievous” by Lekhi has been asked 
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to first present before the court those 
witnesses whose evidence would 
prove most dtunaging against the 
prime accused. “After our first case 
has been won, we will cross-examine 
witnesses in the list of 144, who are 
relevant for charges faced by Kehar 
Singh and Balbir Singh.” said Arora. 

Among the witnesses who have 
faced cross-examination, four are of 
utmost importance to the eventual 
outcome of the case. They are three 
eye-witnesses, Nathu Ram, Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s personal valet ,head constable 
Narain Singh and assistant sub¬ 
inspector Rameshwar Dayal, who 
also received bullet injuries and Dr 
T.D Dogra, assistant professor of 
forensic medicine, AIIMS, who had 
conducted the post-mortem on the 
Prime Minister’s body. Narain Singh 
the first eye-witness examined, de¬ 
scribing the events before a packed 
courtroom said, “We were at a dis¬ 
tance of 10 feet from the TMC gate 
when I noticed Beant Singh standing 
on the left and Satwant Singh on the 
right.. Beant Singh took out a revol¬ 
ver from his right side and fired at 
the Prime Minister. Immediately 
thereafter Satwant Singh, too, 
started firing at her. “According to 
Arora, the detailed eye witness 
accounts of the six eye-witnesses in 


P.N. Lekhi: defence counsel 



the case (Narain Singh, Ramji Lai, 
Rameshwar Dayal, D.K. Bhatt, R.K. 
Dhawan and M.L. Fotedar) should be 
vital evidence against the accused. 

In the cross-examinations con¬ 
ducted so far, the verdict of the 
forensic expert of the All India Insti¬ 
tute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Dr 
T.D. Dogra who was present in court 
on 16 July was equally important. 
The forensic expert faced scathing 
cross-examination from P.N. Lekhi 
who demanded, “Were you directed 
to do post-mortems or were you doing 
a farce? It is very surprising that you 
took out only two bullets from the 
body of Beant Singh and two bullets 
from the body of Mrs Indira Gandhi.” 
Dr Dogra replied, “Neither was 1 
asked nor had, I done any farce in 
this.” Another aspect of the cross- 
examination of the medical witness 
which caused a flutter in the lour- 
troom was the disclosure that the 
post-mortem on the late Prime Minis¬ 
ter is recorded to have been con 
ducted after pm on the afternoon of | 
31 October, the same time when the . 
Prime Minister is said to have been | 
given I."; pints of blood. Says Lekhi; ] 
“I have proven through my examina- i 
tion of Dr Dogra that there was no j 
post-mortem conducted on Mis Gan- ' 
dhi at all.” | 

While the recording of evidenve i 
and presentation of citcumstdiiiial ' 
evidence quickened the pace of pro , 
ceedings, a sensational development I 
occurred when two of the prosecu- | 
tion witnesses were placed before 
the court by defence counsel P.P 
Grover who alleged that they were 
being harassed by members of the 
investigating team Two persons 
listed as witnesses, including Rajin- 
der Singh, son of Kehar Singh, also in 
the list of 144 witnesses, had been 
detained earlier by the investigators 
under the National Security Act The 
two witnesses who wanted the pro¬ 
tection of the court. Virendra Singh 
and Gurbax Singh filed applicaiions 
alleging harassment and illegal de¬ 
tention in the Yamuna Velodrome 
where they were interrogated by the 
investigators. Gurbax Singh com¬ 
plained to sessions judge Mahesh 
Chandra, “The investigation team 
headed by R.P. Korhhar asked me to 
turn approver and make a state¬ 
ment.” Now, says Lekhi with com¬ 
plaints of harassmentof some witnes 
sps and the faulty evidence being 
given by other witnesses examined 
by me, I will see to it that the court is 
forced to examine all 144 witnesses. 
The proceedings in p^st few weeks 
have shown that the prosecution will 
no longer be able to boast of 
finishing the case by calling only ten 
witnesses as they had once claimed.” 
Mtu SarHi, M0W DelM 
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SMUGGLING 

Prize Catch 


Contraband seized in Bombay 

T he Rs 2 croru contraband haul 
which included video cassette re¬ 
corders, wrist watches and foreign 
made textiles on 12 July at the 
Bombay docks was described as the 
Directorate of Revenue and Intelli¬ 
gence’s (DRI) biggest non-gold sei¬ 
zure ip three years. The ship, Jumna 
Pioneer, a United States shipping 
line registered in Singapore arrived 
at Bombay harbour on 12 July. It was 
supposed to have been carrying four 
containers with 1^00 drums contain¬ 
ing 60,000 kg of the chemical acryla¬ 
mide, used for the manufacture of 
acrylic sheets. On suspicion, the 
drums were examined, and it was 
found that there were only 100 
drums which contained about 5,000 
kgs of chemicals. The others con¬ 
tained 2,27,000 yards of textiles 
worth Rs 73.05 lakhs, 701 VCRs 
worth Rs 91.70 lakhs and 37,300 wrist 
watches valued at Rs 27.70 lakhs. 
The consignee is missing and the 
address fictitious. This method is one 
of the many being employed at the 
airport and the Bombay dotks to ply 
contraband. 

DRI officials, however, had kept a 
strict watch and a woman, Victoria 
Donna Vaz, suspected to be one of 
the four persons involved in the deal, 
was picked up after the DRI seized a 
large number of incriminating docu¬ 
ments including the packing list. Her 
former employer, Bharat Nandlal 
Kalyani, a businessman residing at 
Bandra in the city’s western suburbs, 
IS suspected to be the mastermind 
behind the operation. Kalyani is the 
owner of an export-import firm B K 
International, B.K.Electronics and is a 
partner in the Shaco Construction 
Company. “Judging from the size of 
the consignment, he has obviously 
managed to smuggle in smaller 
amounts of .contraband in the past. 
No arrests have been made so fai, 
but besides Victoria, we have ques¬ 
tioned a number of his employees,” 
DRI deputy director, A.P. Kala told 
St NDAY Kalyani was allegedly in¬ 
volved in a case last year in which 
the customs seized textiles worth Rs 
15 lakhs from a warehouse at Wadala 
in central Bombay 
The ticc ports of Hong Kong, Sing¬ 
apore and Dubai aie the mam 
source^ of contraband supply accoid- 
ing to the DRI. On 16 Match this 
year, a non-existent consignee im¬ 
ported watches worth Rs 70 lakhs 
which were intercepted by the DRI 
at the air cargo complex They weie 


coming from Hong Kong. Another 
ma.ior seizure made by the DRI at 
Delhi airport in August last year was 
a Rs 1.05 crore consignment of mini 
computers, calculators and wrist- 
watches . 

Gold figures high on the list of 
favourites in the smuggling trade. 
The DRI seized gold worth Rs three 
crores at Sion Circle in April while 
Rs 4.08 crore worth of gold were 
seized by the customs of Haji Bunder 
this February and 1,560 gold biscuits 
with Swiss markings weighing ten 
tolas and 12 one kilo bars recovered. 


The total haul of smuggled gold in 
the first four months of the year, 
amounting to over Rs 12 crores has 
already exceeded total seizures 
made in 1984. 

A large number of the recent gold 
smuggling cases involved persons 
coming from the Gulf countries. In 
May this year, at least five major 
gold seizures were made, three of 
which were at the Sahar airport and 
gold worth Rs 36 lakhs was recovered 
from passengers. 

L«Mw Oftar, Bombay 


... II. —— 1.11 I . .. 

BOMBAY 

Unfare Tactics 


T he general secretary of the 
Bombay Taximen’s Union 
(BTU), A.L. Quadros, has blamed a 
section of the taxi drivers in the 
city for the tarnished image that 
' taxlmen have. He told Sunday that 
most of them belong to the BTU and 
is planning to appeal to the traffic 
police, the well-known social orga¬ 
nisations like Lions club and Rot¬ 
ary club as well as leading citizens 
to help to discipline the errant 
I taximen. The BTU has about 25,000 
I mefnbers out of nearly one lakh 
I taximen operating in the city. A 
, managing committee meeting of 
I the union will be held on 30 July 
and a general body meeting on 4 
August, to discuss the problems 
taximen face with the police and 
customers. 

I The need to refurbish the image 
I of taximen has assumed a certain 
I urgency following the spate of anti- 
taximen letters that apt^ared in 
I the wake of the film serial Rajini 
‘ which had shown the taximen as 
i “abductors of women” who also 


refuse fares, and fleece customers. 
I Mr Quadros said this is only one 



Pri.ta Tendulkar in Rii/ii'ii 


side of the story and it was unfair 
on the taxi drivers. He said, “We 
have no grudge against the film 
serial, the actress or the producer.” 

He also denied that the taximen 
have threatened Priva Tendulkar, 
the star of Rajani. Quadros was 
reacting to a report that said Priya 
Tendulkar was being harassed by | 
taximen which is why she is not | 
allowed by her playwright father | 
Vijay Tendulkar, to travel alone in 
taxis. Quadros complained of 
harassment at the hands ,of the 
police, and every successiv^raffic 
police commissioner, he said, has 
failed to resolve this problem of 
their traffic constables demanding 
hafta (protection money) from hon¬ 
est taximen. 

Mr Quadros said that at Dadar 
railway station where long dis¬ 
tance trains arrive, taximen in the 
queue have to pay Rs ten per day to 
the constable on that beat. Those 
who pay the hafta are allowed to 
break the queue. The situation is so 
bad that at noon when the Madras 
Mail arrives, there are barely 50 to 
60 taxi,s,the others being scared to 
go there. Mr Quadros also alleged 
that the four constables collect Rs 
200 daily, from the Churchgate- 
Nariman Point shuttle-taxi drivers. 

At various other points like Marine 
Lines, Dawa Bazar, Grant Road and 
Phydonie, constables also collect 
motley. By noon, the price rises to 
Rs ten per taxi. If taxis do not pay, 
the constables find some excise to 
fine them for soliciting or not stand¬ 
ing in the queue. The worst ai'eashe 
said, are the Oberoi hotel, the Taj 
hotel and other hotels wliere un¬ 
scrupulous taximen fleece cUonis 
bound for Sahar airport, tor fardk 
ranging from Rs 200 to Rs SOp., 

Oga ToUh, Bombay 
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Is J.B.Patnaik Guilty? 

CM accuseilof having a Swiss Bank account 


T he saffron rlad Congtess(l) rebel, 
Prdsannd Kumar Patsani has 
lived up to his word He had told the 
people of his constituency during his 
campaign, foi the ciucial 24 April 
Assembly by election in Khuida, in 
which he dcleated the chief mimstei 
J B Pdtndik’s nominee. Dr 
Bdidyanath Mishra, that he was 
dwdie of “many acts ot coiiuption 
and nepotism ’ by J B Patnaik and 
fhdt he would expose” them in the 
Legislative Assembly But political 
pundits in the state had not dismis 
sed his statements as a stunt bv a 
politician, who having been denied a 
party ticki t «a>- taking his ‘'revenge” 
on I he t M Patsani before his fall 
from gtai.t wa, along with Basant 
Kuniai Bi wai nut ot Patnaik s con 
fidants Ik had icady access to Pat 
naik and h.id cvtii nm seciet errands 
fui him 

Duiinf the lull budget session of 
the As imbiN Paisani had alleged 
that tin chu 1 mini >t( r had deposited 
ciores (1 tupet s 111 a bank in Zurich, 
Swi/eilanti ii. 1 )S2 The allegation 
was mack on ') July when Patnaik 
was pit >f in m the house The chief 
ministt' howfctr preterred to le 
main siltnt aiio one week latei gave 
a ‘peisonal explanation” and dt 
stiibed Patidni ^ charge as “imagin 
ary and n rt sponsible The CM chal 
lenged Pats nii to prove his chaige or 
resign tiom the Assembly If the 
charge wa‘ true, said Patnaik, he 


would resign from the membership 
of the House Patnaik suggested that 
the Speaker of the House be en 
trusted with the investigation with 
Patsani having to provide the** evi 
dente 

Patsani immediately rose to his 
feel to accept Patnaik’s challenge, 
bur was shouted down by Congressfl) 
MLAs But Patsani, backed b\ the 
opposition, reiterated his ‘‘right’ to 
reply to the chief ministei and de 
manded the formation of a house 
committee under the speaker’s c hair 
manship to probe into his allegation 
He said that a broader forum like 
this committee could examine all the 
lelevant documents including those 
to beproduced bv him 

When asked what documents nt 
could have in mind, especially wh< a 
h»‘ himself said the accounts in Swiss 
banks aremaintained in highsecit cv 
Patsani told St ndas ‘‘That is wh\ f 
. demand a fuller inquiry 1 he got tin 
I nioni must place all the files lelaiiiig 
to tlie visit of the former miiiistei ot 
works and mining and geolog * 
Basant Kumar Biswal, to Switre'ilan 1 
in late 1982 Mr Biswal went to 
Luiope ostensibly to sign an agree 
ment with an Austrian him (Voest 
I Alpine) tor a collaboiation with the 
I state owned Orissa Mining C orpora 
I non (OMC) to establish a charge 
I chrome plant in Orissa He had no 







y (1 to r) Jayanti Patnaik, J.B. Patnaik and Patsani: in happier times 


business to go there at government 
expense since the job could be 
achieved by the officers, he added In 
fact, the otficers finally signed the 
contract What was the need for Mr 
Biswal to move to Switzerland before 
lerurning to India Let all his air 
tickets from Delhi to Zurich and back 
be produced Let it be verified if the 
tickets tor his Zurich trip were paid 
for by him personally or by the 
government oi by others I demand 
to know how and for what purpose a 
minister visited Zurich I have re¬ 
quested the' honouiable chief minis¬ 
ter to produce all documents, but the 
challenge has not been accepted 
Rather, the chief minister has 
avoided it And as far as my resigna¬ 
tion from the membership of the 
Assc mbly is concerned, in effect, 1 
hav e done it by throwing this t hal 
leiige to him ” “The CM wanted o 
keep quH't the day 1 made the divclo 
sure ’ he added ‘He should have 
rcplit d immediatelv as 1 at cepted his 
challenge Instead, he took seven 
c'avs dunng which he might have 
tampered with the government docu 
ment He would not have come out 
with a personal explanation but lot 
the feai of adverse publicity ” 
When aderl about the con 
troveisv, Basant Kumar Biswal de 
It tided his visit to Swit^eiland on the 
gt ounds that it was ‘ a pt actice” for 
Mimeimt in *^he goveinmeni to toui 
some othei countiie, ui addition to 
the ones he visited tor official busi 
ne's He lirst atgued m favour ot his 
nip to I utope saving, ‘‘My visit was 
intended to expedite the matter and 
the finalisation of the i ollaboration 
conti act with a consortium consisting 
ot thi Austi.an firm 'Voest Alpine 
ana a Finnish company Auto Kumpu 
Mi 1 I Panjd the toi mei chairman 
of tiu OMC and at present the state’s 
additional t hi» 1 societaly had earlier 
gone lor tin tob but had not sue 
ceeded 1 talked to the chairman of 
Voi st Alpini and it helped in sorting 
out the -natteis A clause bracket in 
the oiiginai diaft agreement which 
would have iiuant a possible finan 
cidl disaster to the OMC was deleted 
fio n iht final document ” The 
cl iiist rcldti d to tlif demand of com 
pensatioii in »he event of copying the 
<itJign ox nitdin equipment and 
their manufiituie in India B'swal, 
while admitting that he was not a 
I signatoiy to the agreement, stressed 
that his pteseiue during the talks 
witli iht tnteign films lent weight to 
tht proceeding and clinched the ton 
tidct It^ds 1) P Bagchi, the then 
managing director ot the OMC, who 
signed the agreement with the 
OMC’s chan man LI Parija and 
director of mines, B K Mohanty 
Stnda. P. Manda, Bhubmwwar 
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Hiding the Truth 


Attempt by chief secreion' to pressurise the newspapers 


C lose on the heels of the tenth 
anniversary of the I inerKt ncy 
the chief secretary (CS) of thi Rajas 
than government reminded the peo 
pie of the modus opei<indi of the 
Emergency It all began in the last 
week of May this year when the f hief 
secretary Mr Anand Mohan Lai got 
an inkling that Rdfdsthdn Vdttika 
was planning to publish a stors on his 
misuse of power and goveinment 
funds duiing the celebiation of his 
wedding anmversaiv deported by 
SuNiMV, 14—20 lulv I^ISM Ihe le 
porter and the management of the 
paper weie approached bv the CS 
through his “well wisher>- ” to with 
hold the story but both refused to 
oblige Undeterred, the Rajasthan 
Patrtka published a pictorial account 


of the extravaganza But this was 
only the beginning of the story 
On 5 July, laising the matter of the 
wedding anniversaiy of the CS, the 
leadei of the opposition Bhairon 
Singh Shekhawdt observed in the 
Rajasthan Vidhan Sabha that it was 
shameful that public money was 
being squandeied in such a fashion 
“It was all the more shameful that 
the (loiteinoi roo, not only partici 
pated but drank publicly at that 
function ” he said He wenron to add 
that hail theie been any government 
worth the name in the state, the chief 
set let ary would have been dismissed 
by now As soon as Mr Shekhawai 
tinishejl his speech, a numbei of 
goveinment officials swung into ac 
turn With instructions from Mr Lai, 


the department of information and 
public relations planned a strategy to 
see that Shekhawat’s observations 
about the CS did not appear in the 
next day’s papers Over half a dozen 
groups consisting of officials of the 
department along with some 
“friends" of the CS visited newspap¬ 
er offices to ask the editors not to 
publish Mr Shekhawat’s comments 
These persons remained in the 
offices throughout the night till the 
last editions of the newspapers were 
published Amazingly, barring Ra 
jdstban Pataka none of the news 
papers carried the “undesirable” re 
marks But all the newspapers did 
not succumb to the pressurt from the 
officials In fact, some of the journal 
ists had initially refused to oblige 
and a lecently launched English dai 
ly carried a big stoiv in its city 
edition but withdrew the same fiom 
the late city edition Ihe seivices of 
an ex-director of public relations and 
many other IAS ofticeis wc t also 
engaged besides the prt sent nead of 
the public relations department, to 


"The Rajasthan Canal is Our ljfeine.WeWill 
Not Allow it to be Destroyed...” 


Bhairon Singh Shokhawat, leader of the opposition in 
the Rajasthan AsscmbIy,told Sunday 


a m What is youi leaction to tne 
" Pun jab agieement bvtwetin 
Rajiv Gandhi and Sant Hatthand 
Singh Langowal^ 

A The agreement is against the 
interests of the state of Raiasthan 
Rajasthan’s' sharelin the waters of 
the'rivers Ravi, Beas and Sutlej was 
fixed at eight million acre feet 
(MAP) by an agiecment as long 
back as m lOSI This shaie has 
never been questioned in any 
agreement The dispute in relation 
to the distribution of waters has 
hitherto remained confined to the 
states of Punjab and Haryana The 
1981 and 1984 agicements between 
the states also did not disturb the 
share allocation of Rajasthan But 
the Rajiv Longowal agieemcnt 
tends to leopen this already well 
settled question 

Q The Raiasthan chief minister 
say* that the appiehension* aic 
basele** as the agteement betiseen 
the two leadei s has nowhete ques 
* tioned the J95~ agiecment Rather, 
he says, the ISSS agiecment will fit 
the ba*e fot adjudication 
A The chief minister n mistaken 
In tact, the 195‘> agreement will be 


the real casualty If this is npt so, 
why would the words “Punjab, 
Haryana and Rajasthan will con¬ 
tinue to fcct water not less than 
what they aie using from the Ravi 
Beas system as on 1 7.1985” have 
been incorporated in the agree¬ 
ment’ Our current share as pei the 
agreement of 1955 is 8.6 MAP Why 
then has a ceiling been put on 
drawing of water by Rajasthan 
alongwith Punjab and Haryana’ 
The vety tact that Rajasthan has 
also been mentioned leaves none in 
doubt that the 1955 agreement is 
going to be 1 eopened and this will 
be disastrous for the people of 
Rajasthan 

Q The CM’* contenuon is that 
too much IS being read into clause 
9(1) as clause 9(2) stipulates ad¬ 
judication of the shares of Punjab 
and Hatyana only 

A. If this was so why was Rajas¬ 
than’s name added to clause 9(lJ? 
Why was Rajasthan too subjected 
to the ceiling’ It must be remem¬ 
bered that not a single word is 
mentioned without purpose in sUCh 
agreements In this case pur¬ 
pose of adding Rajasthan’s name 


was to deprive Raiasthanof its legiti 
mate share oi the waters Out past 
experience with Punjab in inter 
state matters has not been a happy 
one. It has not yet handed over the 
management of the headwoiks to 
the Bhakra-Beas management 
board despite repeated decisions. It 
releases water in the Rajasthan 
canal and Gang canals, not accord¬ 
ing to our requurements but as per 
its ewn whims Despite clear-cut 
agreements, Ihrnjab has deprived 
us of our share of powei in various 
schemes based on the waters of the 
three rivers The government of 
India and the Alcalis have m fact 
conspired against Rajasthan by 
adding Rajasthan’s name m clause 
X9)(l) This tjgreement is bound to 
hamper our plans to quench the 
thirst of the yast areas of the desert 
tlwough the Rajasthan canal We 
have spent about Rs 1000 crores on 
the Rajasthan canal project and 
now its very base, the availability 
of water, is hemg thrown into the 
realm of unoenalitty. The Rajas¬ 
than can^d IS our Ufeline. And we 
will not mlow to be destiOyed 
MHap CK wwf fl srttfb - IniHiir 
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stop the publications of the proceed¬ 
ings of the Rajasthan Vidhan Sabha. 
On I"; July, Rajasthan Patrika pub¬ 
lished a story describing how the 
government machinery burnt mid¬ 
night oil to suppress the publication 
of the observations made by a leader 
of the opposition against the chief 
secretary on the floor of the house. 
BJP MLAs Ghanshyam Tiwari and 
Ms Pushpa Jain accordingly moved a 
breach of privilege motion against 


BIHAR 


the state information and public rela¬ 
tions department. Under pressure 
from the opposition, the speaker 
Heeralal Deopura admitted the mo¬ 
tion for the consideration of the 
privileges committee and agreed to 
allow the members to discuss the 
matter in the house even before the 
privileges committee took up the 
matter. 

MHap Chamt Damtta, Jaipur 


A Trou bled Reign _ 

Chief minister Bindeswari Dubey faces problems 


T he reign of chief minister Bindes¬ 
wari Dubey promises to be a 
stormy and eventful one. Though he 
was elected CM bv the BiharCongress 
Legislature Party (J) over five 

months ago and sworn in with the 
blessings of his mentor Jagannath 
Mishra, his position because ol the 
interference bv the Congress! I) high 
command in Delhi and the resurg¬ 
ence of his old rival Chandra 
Shekhar Singh's group, remains 
shaky. 

Mr Dubey appeared to have been 
badly humiliated when the party 
high command rejected the two 
names he had suggested as the Gov¬ 
ernor’s nominees to the Bihar Leg¬ 
islative Council. The nomination 
eventually went to Prof Nagendra 


Jha, an arch rival of the CM’s mentor 
Jagannath Mishra, at the instance of 
the former chief minister and union 
minister for textiles , Chandra 
Shekhar Singh An equally major 
blow for the chief minister was the 
resignation of Kamalnath Singh Tha- 
kur, the chief party whip. Thakur was 
asked to step down just after his 
successful attempt to prove that he 
had not been elected to the council 
as an independent and later defected 
to the Congress(I) w'hich is dis¬ 
allowed under the Anti-defection 
Act. The Congress(I) legislature par¬ 
ty leader Arun Kumar also ruled that 
Thakur had joined the party before 
the act became operative. 

For the two vacant seats in the 
Legislative Council, the chief minis- 
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ter had recommended Vijay Shankar 
Mishra and Tulsi Razak. One seat is 
yet to be filled but it is clear that 
Razak’s name is likely to be turned 
down. The chief minister has, howev¬ 
er, been silent on the issue and 
appears to have quietly accepted the 
high command’s view. What is likely 
to erode Mr Dubey’s position even 
more is the possible return of Chan¬ 
dra Shekhar Singh into state politics. 
Mr Singh had flown straight to Delhi 
after his defeat in the state legisla¬ 
ture party polls without taking his 
oath in the Legislative Assembly. He 
is yet to become a member of Parlia¬ 
ment and he will have to take his 
oath as an MLA either by mid- 
September or surrender his right to 
be one. 

The party high command, aware 
that Dubey’s political guru Dr Jagan 
nath Mishra has a major say in the 
state administration, is believed to be 
planning to move Mishra out by 
appointing him the Governor of 
another state or by giving him a 
diplomatic assignment. “No one can 
force me out of the state,” thundered 
Dr Mishra, when asked whether he 
had received any offers. But accord¬ 
ing to a senior leader of the party 
high command, one of the Prime 
Minister’s aides prefers C.S. Singh to 
Dubey. But much depends on 
whether Dr Mishra complies with the 
high command’s decision as he en¬ 
joys suoport of a large number of 
party leaders as well as part of the 
opposition. 

Dr Mishra’s speech at a teachers’ 
meeting in Sahibganj was a major 
embarrassment for the government 
but the chief minister has preferred 
to keep a low profile. With the C.S. 
Singh lobby already against him, 
criticising Mishra is likely to be a 
dangerous move for Dubey. Dr Mis¬ 
hra has also been strongly critical of 
the government in the Legislative 
Assembly and has recently accused 
the centre of “stepmotherly treat¬ 
ment” which he felt is responsible 
for the state’s backwardness. Such 
statements had cost him the chief 
minister’s chair in July 1983 but this 
timg he had nothing to lose and in 
fact won applause from even the 
opposition for championing the 
state’s cause. 

According to observers, though 
Dubey has taken independent deci¬ 
sions during his five-month tenure, 
his fare is likely to be decided by 
Mishra’s decisions. If the former 
chief minister decides to flout the 
party high command’s directives, the 
resultant political instability in the 
state could lead to the fall of the 
Bindeswari Dubey government. 

YubanI Ohimira, Patna 
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D^rees of Fraud 

Extensive forging of mark-lists by medical students 


i t was a 1981 High Court judgement 
ordering the revaluation of a few 
pre-degree answer papers that blew 
the cover off a mark list forgery 
racket. As the people of Kerala 
looked on, a deluge of mark list 
forgery detections followed. Many 
medical students were accused of 
perpetrating a fraud on society They 
had used chemical erasers to change 
their marks or ‘bought’ new mark 
lists to gain admission to professional 
colleges. 

The government promised a “thor¬ 
ough enquiry” but a random check 
revealed that bureaucrats, profes¬ 
sionals and politicians and their 
wards were also directly involved. 
And the enquiry turned into a farce 
though the facade of impartiality was 
maintained. A commission of enquiry 
headed by a sitting judge, M.P. 
Menon was constituted and sleuths 
were engaged to look into the forged 
records in the Kerala and Calicut 
universities. After the commission’s 
term was over, a special court was 
constituted and by 1984, the court 
had begun convicting people. Some 
students of the final year MBBS were 
also found to have forged mark lists. 

The Supreme Court soon ordered 
that separate admission tests should 


be conducted for medical and en¬ 
gineering courses for those who pass 
the pre-degree course. An assistant 
registrar of the Kerala university, Mr 
Asokan who was allegedly selling 
forged mark lists to those aspiring to 
be doctors and engineers, was sus¬ 
pended. The special court headed by 
the additional chief judicial magis¬ 
trate Vijayaraghavan has started 
convicting many of the accused.'Two 
students, Jaymol Mary .lacob (cc 20/ 
83) and K. Sathish (cc 6/84) who had 
appealed against their convictions 
were sentenced to six months' simple 
imprisonment and to one year’s 
rigorous imprisonment respectively. 
A total of 83 cases of forgery was 
detected and FIRs for 31 have been 
filed. But 52 FIRs are pending and 
only one charge was filed m 1985. 

But behind this facade of a massive 
clean-up, important tacts are being 
suppressed to save some ‘big names.’ 
How did the big sharks get away? An 
investigation by Sdnuay has re¬ 
vealed that attempts were made to 
bribe the sleuths investigating into 
the racket before threatening them. 
Whopping sums of money changed 
hands and senior police officers were 
bought off in order to benefit some 
vested interests. 
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The Kerala Univenrity campus: scene of crime 
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Within a few weeks of the first 
police investigation, one of the offic¬ 
ers stumbled upon evidence which 
proved that the forgery was a profes¬ 
sional job. It was then that the team 
first realised that big names were 
involved. Soon after, there was a 
letter from DIG B. S. Sastry (DO No, 
D3-36558/crimes/81 dated 14-12- 
1981) authorising the removal of the 
head of the investigating team V. A. 
Jolly. Mohammad Khan, DYSP, was ' 
put in charge of the investigation. 
However, a few top officers who were 
keen on having Jolly on the case saw 
that he was reinstated but this time 
he had to work under Mr Khan. 

In the course of the investigation 
the team had written to the vice- 
chancellor of the Kerala university 
asking for some crucial records This 
time the reply was sent by the super¬ 
intendent of police P Moidu. The 
tone of his letter (448/CB/SR/82) was 
stern. “Why do you require this to be 
done? Has it anything to do with the 
cases under investigation by you?” 
The letter was addressed again to 
Jolly who made a futile effort to 
obtain them “We are not dictating, 
we are only requesting the university 
and medical colleges to verify, to 
clear the longstanding vehement I 
allegations of manipulation of marks 
in the answei books ” There was no 
further information from the uni¬ 
versity. 

The big sharks had also tried to 
keep some of the efficient officers, 
especially V. A. Jolly out of the way. 
DIG B S. Sastry detailed Jolly in a 
letter No. Dl/20804/crimes/81, to 
chase the ace conman and embezzler 
Sitaram who had been involved in a 
fraud worth crores of rupees from a 
Gulf travel firm. But again the IG 
interfered and on the eve of Jolly’s 
departure to shadow Sitaram, he was 
asked to stay back and continue with 
the mark list investigating team. 

Working against odds, the team 
finally arrested Dr Thomas Chandy, 
a wealthy, well-known doctor for 
helping to forge his son’s markjist 
and getting him admitted to the J. N. 
Medical College, Davangere. The 
team requested (through the SF 
Crime Branch, CID) government ac¬ 
tion against Thomas Chandy. The 
reply again came to Jolly in the form 
of an explanation notice from B.S. 
Sastry himself and dated 25 March 
1982: “The DYSP will explain why he 
has corresponded directly with the 
government.” The allegation itself 
was a lie as the letter was routed 
through the proper channel. 

When the Justice M. P. Menon 
Commission was appointed to sug¬ 
gest ways to detect and remedy this 
deep-rooted malaise DSP Jolly asked 
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permission to testify before the 
commission. He was immediately 
sent to Delhi for a six-week training 
in a computer course. While he was 
atvay he was suspended for abuse of 
official position in a letter No. DO 
2942/82/home. 

The assistant commissioner of 
police who enquired whether Jolly 
had interfered anywhere in the case 
cleared him. But the suspension 
order dated 9 November 1982 in¬ 
sisted that Jolly was guilty. Among 
others in the investigating team was 
a circle inspector Sunny Abraham, 
who according to another constable, 
was a ‘plant’ and he was not cooper¬ 
ating or obeying orders. A sub¬ 
inspector R. Thankappan was taken 
away for “special duties.” In fact, the 
fraud detection team received very 
littlehelpfrom the higher authorities. 
The efficient officers were gradually 
taken away. 

One of the early arrests made in 
connection with the mark list scandal 
was that of Dr Pulickan Verghese 
and his son Thomas Pulickan. Before 
his bail application was to be heard. 
Dr Verghese “convinced” the then 
assistant public prosecutor (APP) 


that he should not appear in court 
when his bail application is heard. 
The APP who was either threatened 
or bribed did not appear. The bail 
was granted and an important man, a 
crucial suspect got away scot free. 
Jolly wrote to the collector asking his 
permission to hire the APP of Puna- 
lur to’appear against the bail applica¬ 
tion. The collector rejected the re¬ 
quest. Another memo from B. S. 
Sastry D3-6667/crimes/82 followed 
which made his intentions very clear: 
“The SP of police, Crime Branch, 
Trivandrum should keep the officer 
(Jolly) in check.” The accusation 
was: “corresponding directly with 
the district collector.” 

Amoiig the big-time financiers who 
are indirectly connected with the 
case and who are not likely to be 
brought to book are Itook Ambookan 
and some prominent members of the 
Kannichayi group which owns sever¬ 
al hotels in south India. Students who 
wanted forged mark lists approached 
Ambookan who had contacts with the 
forgers But he has covered his tracks 

The rise of the Kannichayi group 
has been phenomenal The group 
includes many top Congress(l) mem¬ 


bers including an MLA. Investiga¬ 
tions have revealed that this MLA 
had tried to ‘influence’ at least two 
investigating personnel. The 
Ambookan-Kanichayi nexus was 
one of the vital powers behind the 
forged mark list racket but it appears 
that they will never be charged. Even 
though only one officer V.A. Jolly 
was suspended (the High <2ourt later 
reinstated him) many other honest 
sleuths were shuffled around. 

These are just a miniscule 
part of the shady goings on.Only the 
written orders whidh were meant to 
block the progress of the investiga¬ 
tions can be exposed. But policemen 
have often been orally informed ab¬ 
out their tasks. For instance, when an 
important politician’s (now an MP) 
daughter was also about to b? 
booked, the then minister in char^k" 
asked at least two of the investigat 
ing officers to keep mum. On yet 
another occasion, the investigating 
officers were promised ‘unlimited 
wealth.’ Considering the high stakes 
involved, it is a marvel that a special 
court has been allowed to function 
without political interference. 

Wnoo Mm, Trhmmbvm 


The Sear^ for^ New Chairm an 

The next NAM meeting is likely to be held in Africa 


NON-ALIGNED /vAOVEMENT 


A big question arises a.s to who will | 
take over the chairmanship of 
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
which is due for a change early next 
'year. Since Julius Nyerere, President 
of Tanzania and chairman of the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU)—expressed his inability to 
take over the reins when sounded out 
recently by the present chairman, 
Rajiv Gandhi’s special envoy, on the 
grounds that he was stepping down 
&om office in October, the field is 
open and the competition, keen. 

Nyerere who will step down from 
office but remain leader of his party, 
was the obvious choice. Sub-Saharan 
Africa is the most likely venue of the 
NAM meeting because the two of the 
three NAM meetings in Africa have 
taken place in Arab Africa: Egypt 
and Algeria since the foundation of 
NAM. Moreover, Africa is also a 
logical choice as the issue of Namibia 
remains unsolved. i 

Baghdad, however, is still in the 
running. The New Delhi declaration 
(paragraph 95) of 1983, overwhel- 
fflingly supported the candidature of 
I Baghdad, for whom India had to fill 


in as a draft-in candidate because the 
Iran-lraq war was going on. The re¬ 
solution also said that the final deci¬ 
sion would be taken during the fore¬ 
ign ministerial meeting in Luanda in 
September 1985. The war is not over 
and a very few countries have direct¬ 
ly offered to hold the meeting. India 
is far from reluctant to remain the 
chairman of the NAM movement if a 
meeting place is not decided upon. 

Under serious consideration at 
present, however, is Robeit Mugabe, 
the outspoken and articulate Prime 



Mugabe Nyerere 


Mini.ster ol Zimbabwe. He has re¬ 
cently won an election and is also in 
the running for the OAU chair¬ 
manship. But South Africa is the 
thorny issue for NAM and some of 
the ASEAN countries are probably 
going to vehemently oppose the can¬ 
didature of Mugabe The other 
weighty figures in Africa are not 
eligible. Leopold Senghor, the dis¬ 
tinguished poet-politician has volun¬ 
tarily retired from office and Ken¬ 
neth Kaunda of Zambia has already 
been, the chairman of NAM. 

It appears that the country which 
is veiy keen to hold the summit but 
has not said it directly (for all serious 
candidates have to be oblique be¬ 
cause they can withdraw gracefully if 
not chosen), is Yugoslavia. Apparent¬ 
ly, Yugoslavia is working towards 
getting itself drafted, on the plea 
that there is no other contender. 
They have pressed for an early deci¬ 
sion and have kept stressing the need 
for an active leadership and regular 
terms. The latter signifies regular 
intervals between summits: between 
Cairo and Lusaka theie was a six 
year break. 

Theargument for Yugoslavia, one of 
the original founders of the move¬ 
ment, is that 1986 is the twentieth 
anniversary of the Belgrade summit. 
One of the problems that Yugoslavia 
faces, other than the fact that it has 
already hosted a NAM summit and 
that its being chosen would indicate 
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that only seven of the 101 countries 
of NAM are eligible to host the 
siuninit, is that Yugoslavia has a 
rotating system of presidentship. 
During the New Delhi summit, Libya, 
Syria and the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea wanted to field 
themselves as candidates for the 
eighth summit. As did Iraq. But 
though Iran, Syria and Libya 
opposed Iraq’s candidature, Baghdad 
was clearly the consensus choice 
since there was an absence of consen¬ 
sus for the ocher three. 

Indonesia has also hinted that it is 
willing to host the meet. During the 
30th anniversary of the Bandung con- 


T hat Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
allowed himself to be inter¬ 
viewed by Easrern Eye a programme 
for the Asian minority on British 
TV’s Channel Foui, came as a sur¬ 
prise to many knowledgeable people. 
In fact, his first interview to an 
international television network had 
been given to Channel Four and 
when the PM utilised the same out¬ 
let, ignoring the claims ol mainline 
stations and programmes like BBC 
and ITV, Panorama and Weekend 
World, eyebrows were raised once 
again. 

Besides, Eastern Eye was being 
wound up (the Rajiv interview was 
the last but one of the foitnightly 
instalments) for its alleged immatur¬ 
ity in handling South Asian political 
issues. The producers of this prog¬ 
ramme had once embarrassed the 
late Dr Seyid Muhammad, the then 
Indian high commissioner to the Un¬ 
ited Kingdom, asking him to rake 
part in a studio discussion which had 
among its participants, the self- 
styled Khalistan leader. Dr Jagjit 
Singh Chauhan, whose presence was 
not previously notified to the diplo¬ 
mat. The same people had produced 
an anti-Indian programme on Kash¬ 
mir following the murder of Ravin- 
dra Mhatre, the Birmigham-based In¬ 
dian consular officer, last year, 
which, in fact, led to Dr Muhammad 
lodging a personal as well as an 
official protest with the British fore¬ 
ign minister, Sir (ieoffrey Howe. In¬ 
deed, apart from the fact that the 
Indian assessment of the dispute was 
not given adequate attention, some 
extremists from Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir were permitted to get away 


ference in April this year, Indonesia 
had invited many Asian and African 
countries and suggested that it had 
the requisite infrastructure to host a 
NAM summit. During his recent visit 
to Latin America, the Indonesian 
premier Mr Mukhtiar did indicate 
that Indonesia would not be in¬ 
terested in hosting NAM as long as 
Iraq was in the running, in other 
words- they would not say no. Nor of 
course would India; NAM leadership 
certainly enhanced the image of Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi, and India continues to be 
a reliable standby, if nothing is de¬ 
cided soon. 

Madhu Mn, Nmv IMbf. 


with inflammatory remarks such as; 
“Khoon ka badia khoon (an eye for 
an eye).” 

Significantly enough, these points 
were brought to the notice of the 
Prime Minister’s office by the Indian 
High Commission in London. But the 
decision regarding responding to 
Eastern Eye’s request for an inter¬ 
view was left to Delhi. What, 
apparently, tilted the scales in East¬ 
ern Eye’s favour was the fact that it 
enjoyed a wide audience among 
Asians, including anti-Indian Sikhs 
and Kashmiris, in Britain. The prog¬ 
ramme is quite popular because of its 
attractive coverage of Hindi cinema, 
with songs from hit movies and inter¬ 
views with leading actors and 
actresses. 
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The PM, when asked to give a 
message for the dissenting Sikhs, 
pointedly turned to the camera and 
said: “I think they (the Sikhs watch¬ 
ing the programme) must realise that 
Sikhs have been an integral part of 
India for time immemorial. Ever 
since Sikhism began, it fought for 
India’s integrity and unity. Sikhs 
have played a part in our freedom 
struggle, they’ve played a part in the 
building of India and they’re playing 
a part even today in taking 

India ahead. Sikhs have risen weU 
above their numbers in India. There 
has been no suppression of Sikhs, 
whether it is in the services, whether 
it is in business, whether it is in 
government, whether it is in poli¬ 
tics.” It was a most unusual exhibi¬ 
tion on an independent, professional 
medium, of a “lecture” in a political 
broadcast. But then, it was this open¬ 
ing that his information advisers had 
been seeking. 

Why did the PM not use the BBC 
Asian magazine programme in Hin¬ 
dustani for his placatory statement? 
Surely, many of the British Sikhs 
would have understood Hindustani 
better than English. It seems, in fact, 
that New Delhi has had a grievance 
against the British Broadcasting Cor¬ 
poration for Its domestic broadcast of 
interviews with Dr Jagjit Singh Cho- 
han, but these interviews received 
greater publicity than this Khalista- 
ni’s other exposures on radio and 
television in the UK. And if it is 
considered an indelicate act to en¬ 
courage Dr. Chohan, then Eastern 
Eye is as guilty as anyone else. 

Karan Thapar spoke as much as 
Gandhi did, and he even lectured the 
PM on Afghanistan. “Let me say that 
having visited Afghanistan thrice 
since the Soviet invasion,” Mr Tha¬ 
par said, “I can tell you that the 
people of that beleagured coimtry 
certainly look on your government’s 
position as a betrayal of friendship.” 
If a representative of an Indian news¬ 
paper told Mr Gandhi the same thing 
in public, he would have immediate¬ 
ly branded him as “irresponsible.” 

According to Mr. Thapar, a large 
number of Indians living in Britain, 
have vehemently condemned the 
EasternEye interview. That is not to 
suggest that the interview was not a 
lively affair. But for Mr Thapar it was 
as much an exercise in self¬ 
aggrandisement as an interview with 
Rajiv Gandhi. The EM’S office, if 
they were that keen to allow another 
interview on British television, could 
have chosen a more respectable 
programme than Eastern Eye. 
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The Channel Four Furore 


Rajiv Gandhi’s interview on British TV draws'criticism 
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Inimitable 

Actor 

M imicry may be a 
favourite pastime for 
some, but to Shababuddin 
Zuberi, who has developed 
it to a fine an, it is a 
preoccupation. Be it the 
call of a rhinoceros, or the 
inimitable antics of Peter 
Sellers, 23-year-old Zuberi 
can recall them with amaz¬ 
ing alacrity. Zuberi first 
showed signs of his innate 
talent when, at the age of 
11, he staned mimicking 
an actor, after watching a 
Hindi movie. Ever since, 
with little encouragement 
and a lot of perseverance, 
Zuberi developed an awe¬ 
inspiring repertoire: he 
can imitate a total of 2,500 


T hakazi Sivashankara 
Pillay, the latest Jnan- 
pith award winner, is in a 
certain sense, a chronicler 
of the 20th century. Born 
during the First World 
War, he is among the first 
Indian writers—certainly 
the first Malayalam wri¬ 
ter—to shift the focus 
from middle class lives to 
the lives of the downtrod¬ 
den. Malayalam literature, 
with his emergence, began 
dwelling on the vast sec¬ 
tions in society below the 
poverty line. In the year of 
India’s independence 
came his Thottiyude 
Makan (The Scavenger's 
Son). With Chemeen, his 
realistic depiction of the 
lives of fishermen and 

Brilliant 

Adviser 

L K. Jha’s recent 
■ appointment as 
adviser to the Prime 
Minister on administrative 
reforms is the icing on top 
of a brilliant career. Jha is 
an authority on the Indian 
economy and has written 
several books on the sub- 
je«. His previous designa¬ 
tions as chairman of the 
Economic and Administra¬ 
tive Reforms Commission 
governor of the KBI. 



Zuberi; Ingenious mimic 


sounds, including the 
voices of 146 actors, 62 
singers, and the sounds of 
many wild animals. 
Zuberi has performed in 
many cities and won acco¬ 
lades for his unique ta¬ 
lents. Recently the Indian 
Council of Cultural Rela¬ 
tions sponsored a prog¬ 
ramme for the young 
mimic 


fisherwomen of a poor 
coastal village in Kerala, 
Thakazi’s fame cro.ssed the 
borders of his own state: 
he won the Sahitya 
Akademi award for the 
novel. When it was filmed, 
it won the President’s gold 
medal. The magnum opus 
was to come over 20 years 
later, in 1978, with Kayar, 
ill which the central char¬ 
acter of the story spanning 
250 years is not a person, 
but a village. The book 
is about the growth and 
transformation of this vil¬ 
lage from the time when 
the first officer comes to it 
to the final chapters, 
sketched against the back¬ 
ground of the Naxalite 
movement. There are over 



Jha: continuing the good work 


Upstaged 

D olly Thakore, stage ac¬ 
tress, is no newcomer 
to TV—though she is more 
recognised for her drama¬ 
tic performance in A 
Streetcar Named Desire. 
Now she will compete with 
ex-husband Alyque 
Padamsee and others for 
Doordarshan’s best 
scripts. A consultant to 
OBM for selecting spon¬ 
sored programmes, she is 
very conscious of the qual¬ 
ity of TV productions. “No¬ 
body has a clue to produc¬ 
ing scripts”, she .said. She 
plans to examine scripts 
before selling them to 
agencies, so that prema¬ 
ture casualties like It’s a 
Woman’s World are 



Thakazi: one more laurel i 


1,000 characters in this 
panoramic sweep, which 
add to the universality of 
this extraordinary writer. 
T-hakazi is the third 
Malayalam author to get 
the prestigious Rs 1 5 lakh 
award. 


and member of the 
United Nation’s working 
committee on multination¬ 
al corporations in 1973-74 
make an impressive career 
graph. He also visited Lon¬ 
don, Washington, Ottawa, 
Paris, Bonn and Rome as 
the PM’s emissary to ex¬ 
plore the possibilities of 
reviving the North-South 
dialogue. His appointment 
as the PM’s adviser is a 
further indication of the 
government’s emphasis on 
administrative reforms, 
and a reiteration of faith 
in Jha’s good work. 


avoided. The haphazard 
manner in which scripts 
are being chosen came to 
light when an agency re¬ 
jected a serial entitled 
Babaji ka Bioscope 
directed by Siddarth Kak. 
Eventually Shobha Doctor 
(of Humlog fame) took it 
up and and sold it to 
Richardson Hindustan Li¬ 
mited. Says DoUy; “For 
the first time we shall be 
dealing with a government 
body which makes it all 
the more difficult. They do 
not seem to be clear about 
what they want.” While 
more agencies are showing 
an interest in sponsored 
programmes, and the com¬ 
petition among TV film¬ 
makers is hotting up, Dolly 
Thakore is sure to have 
her hands full. 

Helping 

Ethiopia 

O ne of the quickest 
ways to soften Indian 
hearts to the plight of 
Ethiopians on behalf of 
that country's 150,000 
orphans is to show the old 
Indian-Ethiopian connec¬ 
tion. V.V Paranjpe. for¬ 
mer Indian ambassador to 
Ethiopia who initiated a 
relief-fund for victims of 
the drought says that the 
ties between the two na¬ 
tions are old Not only 
were the palace guards 
and those involved in nav¬ 
al warfare in the western 
coastal area frequently 
from Ethiopia (Abyssinia), 
but Malik Amber, one of 
the smaller of the Peshwa 
kings also hailed from 
there, as did apparently 
Razia Sultan’s paramour. 
There is another link; the 
present Ethiopian envoy 
to India, yet to present his 
credentials, was a student 
of the Tata Institute of 
Social Work. His predeces¬ 
sor had left his school¬ 
going children behind be¬ 
cause the Indian system of 
education is at a premium. 
Incidentally, later this 
year, Amol Palekarts new 
award-winning film, AnJe- 
ahee will be screened for a 
chanty premiere in aid of 
the famine victims. 


Writer of the Century 


*IM(MV 11-17 Augun laes 


61 



I n an interview published 
in India Today, V.N. 
Gadgil, minister for in¬ 
formation and broadcast¬ 
ing stated that no changes 
in the policy of airing 
sponsored programmes 
were in the offing and that 
the percentage of total 
time allotted to such 
shows were unlikely to be 
changed from the existing 
less than five per cent. 
However, a week later, 
almost all major dailies 
reported that instead of 
one telecast, there would 
be two sponsored prog¬ 
rammes on weekdays; one 
would begin at 9 pm and 
the other at 10.20 pm. Mr 
Gadgil seems to be una¬ 
ware of what Doordarshan 
is planning. 

D oordarshan is plan¬ 
ning to review all 
sponsored programmes. 
Wiile all the current se¬ 
rials have got the axe, Ra- 
jani and Hum Log are to 
be continued indefinitely 
Several new serials are 
lined up for prime time 
viewing. The first one to 
go on air will be Dekho 
Magar Pyaar Se by Satish 
Alekar, one-time assistant 
to Jabbar Patel. Sche¬ 
duled to begin on 11 Au¬ 
gust, the serial has Vivek 
Vaswani and Soni Razdan 
in the lead, and is all about 
the antics of college stu¬ 
dents. Another serial 
Karamchand, apparently 



I'.'.. ., . 

i' 

i'*- % . 








inspired by the popular 
dectective show Old Fox 
will be replacing Barrister 
Vinod from September. 

An American serial on 
astronomy by Dr Carl 
Sagan, titled Cosmos is 
scheduled to be aired from 
October. Many other sit¬ 
coms, both indigenous and 
imported are in the pipe¬ 
line, which promise in¬ 
teresting TV viewing in 
the future. Some of the I 
programmes which have 
passed the Doordarshan | 
test and due to be aired 
are Kundan Shah’s Nukad, 
Turn Log, which is written 
by Mrinal Pande, Aakash- 
ganga, by Kamleshwar, 
whose name is not new for 
TV viewers, and Gulzar’s 
Immortal Women with 
Hema Malini in the lead ! 
role. Yash Chopra and 
Satyajit Ray too have de¬ 
cided to entertain TV 
viewers after their suc¬ 
cessful exploits in the film 
world. The Delhi-based 
ITV has coproduced with 
Doordarshan, a science se- 
*ial titled NUagrah. Be¬ 
sides, Sai Paranjpye’s 
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Komar Gaurav and Shcmaz Patel in Janam 


Dadagini and another se- | 

rial Bambai Meri Hai I 

should also be on the air | 

by the end of this year. j 

M ahesh Bhatt’s 1; test j 

film Janam featuring j 

the struggling Kumar i 

Gaurav, Anupam Khe-i and ' 

newcomer Shernaz Patel | 

in the lead roles is ready ' 

for airing on Doordarshan. 
The film which is likely to | 
be telecast at the end of i 

August has cost its mak¬ 
ers, Mudra Communica¬ 
tions, Rs 7.5 lakhs. But the | 
producers are making a | 

profit at the very onset: 
Doordarshan is shelling 
out 8.5 lakhs for the 
maiden screening. Mahesh 
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claims that it is even bet¬ 
ter than his previous ven¬ 
tures- Arth and Saaransh. 

W ith luck on her side, 
Shernaz Patel, who 
plays Kumar Gaurav’s girl¬ 
friend in Janam, seems to 
be soaring high in the 
booming TV serial indus¬ 
try. It all began when 
Vivek Vaswani (of Khan- 
daan fame) sugge.sted her 
name for the film. Vivek 
was to have done the lead 
role which was to be made 
under the Rajshri Produc¬ 
tions’ banner. However, 
things did not turn out as 
expected and Mahesh 
Bhatt and Mudra Com¬ 
munications came into the 
picture. Mudra decided to 
opt for Kumar Gaurav and 
Vivek was left out in the 
cold. But Shernaz was 
luckier. Shernaz has also 
bagged a role which can 
make or break her. 
Writer-director Shridhar 
Kshirsagar, maker of 
Khandaan, has signed her 
to play the role of a nurse, 
who comes into the life of 
Vinay Premchand, much 
to the disapproval of his 
authoritarian tycoon- 
father. Kshirsagar, who 
gave her the role without 
even taking a screen test, 
is said to be very pleased 
with Shernaz’s perform¬ 
ance and plans to give her 
a longer exposure. Khan¬ 
daan is expected to last till 
episode number 52, albeit, 
with the blessings of Door¬ 
darshan I V 
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VARIETY/Science 



More Vitamin for the Hair 

D octors from the Medic¬ 
al College of Ohio in 
Toledo, USA, say treat¬ 
ment with biotin, a B vita- 
min found in small 
amounts in most foods can 
tame a rare childhood con¬ 
dition known as “uncomb- 
able hair” and could help 
people with cowlicks or 
unruly tufts of hair. Dr Walter B. Shelley says that 
though the hair appears to be normal, they have defects 
when seen through the microscope. Dr Shelley had used 
biotin to treat a young boy with uncombable hair 
because it had been used to promote hair growth in bald 
babies with nutritional deficiencies. _ 

An Early Onset 

T he age at which a person is most likely to experience 
a major depression for the first time has been 
dropping steadily over this century, according to a study 
coordinated by researchers at the Harvard Medical 
School. The study found that while women born in the 
Thirties were most likely to experience a major depress¬ 
ion at about the age of .'>0, the onset of depression for 
women born since 1950 is likely to be before the age of 
30. While women are more susceptible to depression 
than men, the difference between men and women in 
rates of depression seems to be diminishing, the study 
said. 


Goldfish Shows the Way 

N eurobiologist David 
Ingle of Rowland In¬ 
stitute of Science, USA, 
trained a goldfish to recog¬ 
nise the yellow patch in a 
mosaic of coloured patch¬ 
es all illuminated by white 
light. After he rearranged 
the patches, and changed 
the wavelength of the light 
source, the goldfish could still pick out the original 
yellow patch—even though a meter indicated that it 
reflected primarily green light. Ingle’s work is a break¬ 
through of sorts because the goldfish is not known to 
possess the visual cortex in its brain. He believes that 
< once he has been able to decipher how the brain of the 
goldfish works, it would go a long way in understanding 
the much more complex working of the human brain too. 


Monitoring Plant Responses 

A merican scientists at the Battelle Pacific Northwest 
Laboratories in the USA believe that they have 
come up with a device for detecting and measuring plant 
responses to environmental conditions. Possible uses of 
the Ceres device, as it is called, include predicting 
irrigation schedules, evaluating the effect of fertilisers 
or determining the impact of pollutants. The device is 
based on the principle that as plants come into contact 
with the pollutants tiny pores on their leaves called 
stomates open or close. Opening or dosing of the 
stomates causes a slight change in the diameter of the 
plant’s stem as water is retained or expelled by the 
plant. This change is detected by the Ceres device, said 
Dr Peter Beedlow, one of its inventors. 

SUNDAY August 19SS 




Headaches: The Anacin Solution 


ANACIN 
It’s trusted, like 
your doctor’s 
prescription 

Anacin has more of the pain reliever that 
doctors the world over recommend. That is 
why Anacin is so effective for headaches.- 
And for the aches and pains of colds and 
flu, toothache, bockoche and musc;ulaf pain. 

In a protective foil pack. 

Strong and trusted 

tSAACilf'' 

India’s No.1 pain reliever 

* Licensed user of T.M Geoffrey Manners & Co Ltd fiM Oi sS 




Thank goodness for .Annnn' 

Because shooting is not ali glamour. 

I Facing cameras, harsh lights, takes, retakes.., 
Ifs enough to give anyone 
a headache... Thafs why Anacin 
Is always on the sets with me _ 
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VARIETY/SUNDAYWEfcK 


BEGINNING 11 AUGUST 1985 BYAMRITLAL 


ARIES (15 April—14 May) The LEO (15 Aujjusl—14 Septem- SAGITTARIUS (15 Decambar— 

'5tars are favourable for you ^ mixed 14 January) This is the oppor- 

^ this viieek lovers mav go fortunes Those in service tune time for lovers to get 

ahead with marriage plans *1 will find the period favour- m married A member of the 

Piofessionals and business able Businessmen howev- opposite sex will prove very 

men will make steady progress The er ire advised not to take up risky ven helpful to those unmarried New opportuni- 

domestic front will rema n pear eful Your tures At home things will remain peaceful ties will come in the way of businessmen 

financial status will also improve but avoid Your tinancial prospects are also bright and professionals On the financial front 

extravagance A lourney towards the end of L over'- may proceed with marriage plans you may incui losses if you gamble or 

the week will prove financially profitable A Social engagements will keep you busy but indulge in speculative ventures Your chil 

letter will bring good tidings do not neglect your health dren will be successful in competitions 

Good dates ft 13 and 15 Good dates 12 13 and 14 Good dates 15 16 and 1 7 

Lucky numbers I 3 and 4 Lucky numbers 3 4 and 5 Lucky numbers 4 o and 6 

Favourable direction North west Favourable direction East Favourable direction Nortti 


TAURUS (15 May—14 June) VIRGO (IS September—14 CAPRICORN (IS Januai>-14 

Financially this is not a very October) On the domestu 1 F*bruary) Creative artists will 

good week f ir you Unless ^tont your children will do 1 find this period favourable If 

you keep youi expenditure to examination'- you intend to get married 

a minimum you will run into This is a lucky week for A th s is the r ght time to dc so 

heavy debts Busine*-'men should avoid businessmen and professionals Artists Busines >men and piofess onal will make 

risky ventures However professionals will and sportsmen will gam rare honours This steady rjrogiess However youi financial 

make headway during this phase Lovers is the ngtit time tor lovers to execute prospecC look bleal The domestic front 

will also find this period favourable Friends marriage plans However your economic will a'so bother you Do not neglect your 

and relatives w II keep you busy during the prospects look bleaK Push your efforts to health and diet Student' will get opportu 
weekend This is a good week for lawyer^ the utmost and do not waste time nites to study abroad 

Good dates 13 15 and 17 Good dates 13 14 and 16 Good dates it 14 and 15 

Lucky numbers 3 4 and b Lucky numbers 2 7 and 8 Lucky numbers > 4 and 6 

Favourable direction East Favourable direction North Favourable direction Last 


GEMINI (15 June—14 July) LIBRA (15 October—14 AQUARIUS (15 Fobruary-14 

This IS a week of mixed November) This is an ex March) Th' is a vi ry lucky 

W \ fortunes Petty dome''tic tremely lucky week for penod for those in business 

I / problems will add to your businessmen Try your best or in service You should not 

t— ^iWiy rxl worries On ttie professional I 'Tt a w /is> ^ 1 3 r,d you will succeed in all miss any opportunities that I 

front you will come in for criticism from your ventures Friends and relatives will come youi way Creative people will make 

your employers for neglecting work A prove helpful On the economic front headway in their vocations Relatives and 

close friend may let you down You may fall some of you may gam money Profession friends will inspre you A new fiiendship 
ill in the middle of the week However als and executives will be successful in will prove henefir al But i love affair i^ 

businessmen will find this period favour their work Jobs are in the offing for those going to end Hciwever your financial 

able Financial prospect' are good unemployed firospects art bnghi 

Good dates 12 14 and 1b Good dates 14 15 and 17 Good dates 12 16 and 17 

Lucky numbers 5 6 and 8 Lucky numbers I 2 and 3 Lucky numbers 7 8 and 9 I 

Favourable direction South Favourable direction South east Favourable direction South 


CANCER (15 July—14 August) SCORPIO (15 November—14 . n PISCES (15 Marcb-14 April) 

This IS an extremely lucky December) A hectic week lies j Financially this is a favour 

phase for lovers you may go ahead of you Businessmen able week Speculators and 

marriage plans and professionals should be L* gamblers may strike it rich 

Friends and relatives will wary of enemies The period You must not venture out on 

prove very helpful Some of you may gam is r of favourable for lovers avoid adventur your own at any cost whether in business 

money or property through an unexpected ou^ plans and do not take hasty decisions research or in '-reative fields You should 

source Businessmen and piofessionals However the domestic front will provide stress more on team work This is an ideal 

will make'leady progress Those above 45 you with all the inspiration to overcome this week for love and marriage Travel is likely 

should keep a vigilant eye on tlieir health A bleak period A lourney will relieve you of to take place during the weexend Keep a 

pleasant surprise awaits you all tensions sharp eye on your health 

Good dates 11 12 and 14 Good dates 12 13 and 14 Good dates 13 15 and 16 

Lucky numbers 6 t and 9 Lucky numbers 3 6 and 9 Lucky numbers. 3 4 and 8 

Favourable direction South east I Favourable direction North west j Favoureble direction North east | 

For those bom between 15 August to 14 Saplamber 

You tiave a tendency tn boss over your subordinates You expect obedience and blind devotion from your luniors However you are 
extremely courteous and diplomatic with your superiors Some of you are adventurous by nature and you do not hesitate to 
undertake risks You like to maintain a luxurious lifestyle Youfare extravagant in your tastes and like to receive costly gifts Women ^l 
born during this phase are extremely good-looking and they love to wear flashy clothes ( 
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VARIETY 


This India 



BELGAUM: The fanners of Katakol 
village in Ramdurg taluk took two 
donkeys out in a procession through 
the town on 21 July in the hope that it 
would bnng rain. The “pair” was deco¬ 
rated and garlanded and many house¬ 
wives washed the donkeys’ hooves in 
the hope of appeasing Varuna, the 
ram god— Indian Express, (I*. Mohan 
Raj, Bangalore) 

MADRAS; A staunch rationalist in 
Athur town in Salem district of Tamil 
Nadu celebrated his son’s wedding 
turning age-old traditions and beliefs 
upside down. The main guests to the 
wedding on 18 July were about 500 
widows who played a prominent role 
on the occasion. Dressed in colourful 
silk and polyester sarees and bede- 
,cked with jewels, they led the mar¬ 
riage procession from a cinema 
theatre to the accompaniment of 
funeral trumpets and beating of drums 
as thousands of people in the town 
watched the spectacle in utter dis¬ 
belief. The wedding was performed at 
a rationalist conference ground in the 
presence of thousands of non¬ 
believers. The muhvatham was fixed 
during Rahu Kalam, believed to be the 
most inauspicious time. Two widows 
blessed the mangalsutra and gave it to 
the bridegroom, who tied it around the 
neck of the bride amidst the beating of 
drums and shouting of slogans such as 
“down with superstition” and “down 
with the humiliation of widows.” The 
guests were then served the feast, the 
choice dish being mutton biryani, 
breaking yet another tradition— De¬ 
ccan Herald (Prakasb R., Bangalore) 

PUNE: It was the challenge thrown by 
his one time girl friend on the tennis 
t court in the city way back in the late 
Thirties that made the Maharashtra 



Governor learn Marathi in six months. 
However, having lost touch with the 
language over the decades and finding 
himself once again in Pune, the Gov¬ 
ernor, Kona Prabhakara Rao, has en¬ 
gaged the services of a retired teacher 
to brush up his knowledge of Marathi 
during his monsoon camp here. His 
one-time girl friend is now an illust¬ 
rious Marathi authoress, Shakuntala 
Paranjpye, whom he invited for tea 
recently. The two recalled this and 
many other incidents of their college 
days— The Times of India (Neelaratna 
Javeri, Bombay) 

CALCUTTA ; An indication of the 
speed in which the post and telegiaph 
department works was available on 18 
July. An urgent telegram sent on 17 
July by the private secretary of the 
union finance minister, Mr V. P. Singh, 
from Delhi reached the chief commis 
sioner of income tax, Mr S. P. Singh, in 
Calcutta late on the afternoon of 18 
July, about the time when the union 
minister was already on his return 
journey to Delhi. The telegram, be¬ 
sides confirming the union minister’s 
visit, also asked the chief commission 
er of income tax to make necessary 
security arrangements in the Ayakai 
Bhavan. With telex lines at the Bbavan 
being down, the private secretary sent 
the telegram which was delivered at 
about 4.10 pm on 18 July— Amrna 
Bazar Patrika (B. K. Salwan, 99 APO) 

IMPHAL: A group of women 
“arrested” the officer-in-charge of 
Lamlai police station for allegedly 
consuming liquor and beating up peo¬ 
ple at the bazar, about 12 km from 
here on 20 July. The officer was, 
however, rescued by a police team led 
by a deputy superintendent late in the 
night. The women, carrying torches, 
are on a nightly prowl for drunks to 
impose prohibition in the area— Sear- 
cnlight (Minhajus Salam Rizvi, Goh, 
Bihar) 

ALLAHABAD: For the first time in 
history the Allahabad High Court deli¬ 
vered two judgements in Sanskrit re¬ 
cently. Justice Banwari Lai Yadav 
was congratulated by members of the 
High Court Bar Association and the 
Bar Council of India on his delivering 
the judgements in Sanskrit. Replying 
to felicitations Justice Lai said it 
was his small contribution towards 
development and advancement of the 
ancient Indian language from which 
foreign countries like Germany and 
Russia had been greatly benefited as 
our ancient books written in Sanskrit 
contained advanced science and tech¬ 
nology— The Indian Nation (Ramesh 
Sinha, Patna) 


Without Comment 

Lalit Maken was a young, dyna¬ 
mic and promising colleague, the 
type of MP we had been trying to 
encourage—Rajiv Gandhi, on the 
death of Lalit Maken 



If you have the will power, yoi 
can do anything in Parliament— 
Lalit Maken. in an interview ' to 
The Telegraph seven days before 
he was murdered 

Lalit Maken was midnight’s child 
too, but lived on the other side of 
Rushdie’s symbol, m the world of 
effort, not cynicism—M J. Akbar, 
in The Telegraph 

You cannot find peace by build¬ 
ing weapons, by building on vio¬ 
lence If you want peace, you have 
to build peace, you have to talk 
peace—Rajiv Gandhi, expressing 
his concernaboui the prospect of 
Pakistan building a nuclear bomb 

We have not come to that stage of 
running the Akali Dal—Arjun 
Singh, on differences among the 
Akah leaders over the issue of the 
signing of the Rajiv-Longowal 
accord, in The Hindustan Times 

Unless apartheid goes, we are for 
the birds- Bish,)p Desmond Tutu 
in Newsweek 

I’m .still kind of floating. I don’t 
know when I’ll come down to 
earth—Sharon Christa McAuliffe, 
who was recently chosen to be the 
first teacher to voyage into space, 
in Time 

1 wasn’t the greatest. I was a good 
talker...! never could hit hard— 
Mohammed Ali 
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Personality Plus 




The name of a famou!> person can be spelt out in the 
maze above by proceeding from the start and moving on 
to the adjacent letters, without backtracking The clues 
given below may help Can you name the person’ 

1 “If there is a religion, it would be in this book,” he said 
of the Bible 

2 He went foith, in the name ot India, to Chicago, sia 
Japan in 1891 to participate in the “Parliament of 
Religions ” 

3 When he asked Ramakrishna, his master, “Do you 
believe in God’” he was told, “1 see him lust as I sec you 
here, only in a much mole intense wav ” 

4 He was born in Calcutta in 1862 

5 liis adopted name, translated into tiigliah, suggests 
“)oy” and “discrimination ” 



mm 




jmemsm 
sSmumi 



Figure it Out 

3 


"^5 


This word maze will contain 12 words when completed, 
one letter pei space, leading in either clockwise or 
anil (lock wise direction Iht clues to the words are 
I given below 

1 Does not sink 

2 The sixth planet liom the sun 

3 Numeral 

4 Reveal fiom a stiobe tiav 
6 Wander around 

6 Dislike intensely 

7 Death 

8 Caprice from throw him, syce 

9 Why rot"’ Change and become honourable 

10 Send out of »he country 

11 Obtain illegally 

12 Foams 

i ———————————————— 

I Mind Bender 



A nia/i ot nuiniieis' Get in and out of this maze and 
scoie th< highesi points you tan 

You < an tniei anvwhetc vou like Then, wind you way 
to anv other numtiet of voui choice, come out and then 
get in thiough tht same numbei Add this to your 
number lor entry and r,iiiv on like this to score the 
maximum points till you finalh get out We got a score of 
14 


Quick Think 



R< most one letter from RIDICULOUS and tumble up 
the letteis to form a woid meaning ‘ridiculous’ 


A curious bagatelle' What numbers do you need to 
strike to get a score of exactly 100’ 
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Word Power 


TEASERS 



The names of the eight objects shown above can be condensed into the 32 letterspaces in the telescope, by 
overlapping the last letteis of one word with the fust letters (one or more) of the next, and so on For example, 
COBRA, BRAZEN and ENERGY tan be telescoped into COBRAZENERGY First determine the names of thi 
objects, and decide which words overlap The illustiations are not in sequence 
(Hint The last letter in the telescope is A ) 


I 


Blankagrams 

The words below have mssng vw/s With the help of 


the clues given, tan you fill 
coriect words 
S— 

RP- 

CHHH— 

TMTN— 

R— 

D— 

B— 

PR— 

0- 


the vowels, and find the 

A continent I 
Another continent 
A breed of dogs 
A three toed sloth I 
Robotic process 
Frightening 
Thought I 
A musical instrument ' 
A musical 
A row I 


I For example, if you fill in the vowels in the last word, i 
you would get QUEUE ' 

it _ I 



A, E, C, E, L, O, P, R, S, T. 

Fill in the letters given above into the squares of the 
blank pyramid so that these form eight four letter words 
reading downwards 


Solutions to last week’s Teasers: 


Blockbuster: 

'_ 


H 


AlO 


iRiNlLi 


□BQD 


Figure it Out: 



Word Wheel: 1 Autumn 2 Satuin 3 Titian 4 Inborn S 
Teston 6 Canon 7 Heaven 8 Indian 9 Napkin 10 
Tiepan 11 Intern 12 Mormon 13 Edison 14 Strain IS 
Action 16 Vision 17 Eleven 18 Steven 19 Nation 20 
Inspan 21 Nippon 22 Ensign 
Quick Think: Incorrectly 


Seeing Double: Numbers one and 14 are identical 


Shape Sleuth. 



Witsharpener: Vowels are worth 6 and consonants 8 The 
total are then multiplied together Dolhi and Patna have 
the same number of vowels and consonants, and so are 
the same distance If you can spot this, it’s a quick way of 
finding the answer 
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VARIETY 


Cm ss 


Although no longer king of the touma 
ment circuit, Oaniah grandmaster Bent 
Larsen nevertheless retains a spark of, 
onginality and zest, hallmarks of a greaj[^^ 

"'JC talent has always been the ability 
find abnormal moves in a normal strategi¬ 
cal context, as in the following game The 
Caro-Kann has been played for decades 
without Black's ninth move coming into 
consideration, but Laraen, like a great 
actor, can always read fresh life into old 
lines 

White L Igubotevic Black B Larsen 
Caro-Kann Defence Bugojno 1984 
1 P-M P-QB3 2 P-04 P-Q4 

3I»-Q2 PxP 4NxP B-84 

6 N-N3 B-N3 6 P-KIM P-KR3 

7N-B3 N-Q2 • P-RS B-fU 

9B.03 KN-6317 

The exchange 9 BxB has always been 
automatic, but must one give White the 
tempo to develop his queen? 


UrMn (Black) to movo 



Liubo{avlc (WKito) 


10 BxB NxB 11Q-K2 P-K3 
12B-02 B-K2 13 0-0-0 0-N3 
14N-BS PxN ISKR-Kt 0-01 
lOQxB N(Q2)-B3 17 O-KS OMO 
18 K-N1 KR-QII 


Typically fluent play, not grabbing the 
KnP, but concentrating instead on har¬ 
monising the build-up of his forces 

lOQxP B-04 20O-B4 M-81 

Still igrrarlng the KRP, preferring to 
reinforce the pressure against White's 
centre 


22a-N3 P-a4l 


21 P-KN4 QA-Q1 22 OOU 
23 P-B3 

If 23 PxP Q-85 threatening 
terrible pressure on the Q file 


N-K& with 


23 N-K5I 24 0-N2 PxP 

2BPxP M-K3 26B-K3 

DIAGRAM 

28 N-BO-i-l 27 PxN R-IM4 

28 Resigns 

If 28 K^1 Q-R6I or 28 K-B2 QxP+ 29 
K-Q3 N-W mate 

MICHAEL STEAN 


Briix.l 


It IS always mildly amusing Ifor some) 
when a good player is defeated on a hand 
which an average player would find 
straightforward When the following deal 
occurred In a pairs contest all the rabbits 
made an overtrick while the ‘pros' were 
going down like ninepins - or is it ten-pins 
nowadays? 

Dealer South N-$ vulnerable 


#10 8 4 
# 10 64 3 

4>K97B2 


# A93 

: A6 
S32 

#A J843 

N 

W E 
S 

; KJ662 
KQJ9 
♦ AK J 

#6 


#87 2 
4098764 
♦ Q10 




The bidding was usually on these lines 


South 

Ws«t 

North 

Fast 

14 

No 

24 

No 

2# 

No 

44 

No 

64 

No 

No 

No 


In some cases South rebid 3NT over 
Two Clubs and North was then worth a 
jump to Five Spades 

When the singleton diamond was led 
against Six Spades, simple players led a 
spade to the ace and returned a spade, 
making thirteen tricks whan the queen 


appeared borne ol the more know'edae- 
able ones, however recognised one of the 
standard safety plays They led the king of 
wades from hand, then finessed the 9 
This line keeps the trump losers to one 
whether West or East holds Q 10 x x 1 

On th s ocrasion the play turned out to 
be a rase of a little learning being a 
dangerous thing East won the second 
spade with the queen and gave his partner 
a diamond ruff 

In a team event a declarer who suffered 
this fate might consider himself unlucky 
In pairs the play is doubtful The slam is 
likely to be reached at most tables, so 
there is no good case for a safety play that 
IS more likely to cost a trick than to save 
one 


TERENCE REESE 


Oui/ 


QUESTIONS 

1 Wha! do the initials IFAD stand for? 

2 In Tibet it is called the Tsangpo what 
IS It called in India? 

3 The longest speech made in the 
United Nations was of four hours and 
29 minutes on 26 September 1960 By 
whom? 

4 Dave Gilmour, Roger Waters Rick 
Wright and Nick Mason belong to which 
well-known rock group? 

5 Name the first Indian woman to be 
made an ambassador 

6 Which outdoor sport was originally 
known as sphairistike? 

7 Which Pope reigned foi the longest 
period of lime? 

8 In Indian mythology name the goddess 
of dawn who led the chariot of the 
Sun goddess across the heavens 


9 Which IS the world s commonest lan¬ 
guage? 

10 Where in India was ths first nuclear 
power plant built? 

11 How IS a molluscan consecration 
better known as? 

12 What do the following have in com¬ 
mon A M Engineer O P Mehra H 
Mulgaonkar and Arjan? 

13 What IS periodonitis? 

14 In which city in the world is La 
Guardia airport? 

15 Which Australian test cricketer is 
known as “Dutchy? 

16 Cattle Queen of Montana, The Bad- 
man Stallion Road and Shes working 
her way through college are films starring 
an actor who has achieved fame in 
another profession Name him 

17 Who IS the Indian national billiards 
champion? 
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Disunity in the Janata 


Helpless about the Homeless 



George Fernandes 


W hat’s happeninp in 
the Janata Fditv* Of 
late, there seenis to be no 
cohesion amonp the fop 
leadeis RecentJy peneral 
secretaiy GeorRt fir 
nandes told newsmen ui 
New Delhi that tht partj 
would oppose any nio\t h\ 
the government to bring 
about a national consensu > 
on the controversial le 
Nervation issue T ho ' ers 
same day parts ptesidon 
Chandra Shekhar was ttll 
ing newsmen m Fai/abad 
that he favourr d a nation 
al policy on the issue It 
has become difficult to 
guess when Geoige Fer 
nandes is speak'ng for 


Dished Out 

E ven with all the talks 
of Ameiica’s technolo 
gjtal superionty in the 
field of communication, 
Russia has stolen a march 
over It This came to light 
when a team of Dooidar 
shall crew, presumably to 
tUt costs, went with then 
VCRs to the United Matts 
information age-cv in 
New Delhi looking fot 
dish like antennas whu b 
can transfei signals into 
visual images The idea 
was to cover Prime Minis 
ter Rajiv Gandhi’s tour of 
the USA sitting in New 
Delhi by receiving signaK 



Chandni Shekhar 


himself and when ht is 
acting as the spoke man of 
the i>artv Sometinu bed 
lie told newsmen that he 
wa, in favour of the 
opposition boviotting all 
meetings convened b'v the 
Prime Minis'e* in p'otest 
against the latttr’s le 
m.irl,-. on the Irn'-rgencv 
lei'i melts lollowtd ihi‘ 
up bv issuing letteis to a'l 
opposition parties suggtst 
ing tht boycott Howevti 
while oilur opposition 
parties took no notii c of 
his appeal, his own party’s 
tlnor leadei in Parliament 
Maclliu Dandavatt, has 
been meeting the Prinu 
Ministc I time and again 


riansmitttd fiom the USA 
thiough tht dish When 
the US ai thorities told 
them that they did not 
havt the fish antennas 
ihes were looking for, tht 
Dootdarshan team was 
surprised hut the Rus 
sians havt ‘■ut h an anten 
na \iid indeed, Doordar 
shan covered Soviet Presi 
dent Cheinenko’s funeral 
by plugging on their VCRs 
to the dish the Russian 
infoimatiun service had so 
thoughtfully piovided 
them in New Delhi And if 
Russians have the dish can 
Aifiencans be far be 
hind”* 


iiT hose who have made 
I pavements their 
homes exist m the midst of 
filth and squalor which 
has to be seen to be be 
lieved Rabid dogs in 
search of stinking meat 
and cats in search of hun 
gry rats keep their com 
pany They cook and sleep 
where they ease them 
selves, for no tonveni 
ences are available to 
them Their daughters 
come of age, bathe under 
the gaze of passers by, un 
mindful of the feminine 
bashfulness The cooking 
and washing ovci, the 
women pick lice trom each 
other’s hair The boys beg 
Menfolk, without occupa 
tion, snatch chains with 
the connivance of the de 
fenders of law and ordu 


A Hindi daily of tht 
capital recently pub 
lished an article on how 
the haidcoie Rashtiiya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) faction of the Bhar 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) 
was I'mbariasstng party 
piesident Atal Behan Va 
jpayee and making it im 
possible for him to stav on 
as the party chief A day 
after the news item 
appeared Lai Krishna 
Advani, geneial secretary 
of the BJP, called up the 
editor of the paper and 
told him that he had pub 
lished something very 
damaging for the party im 
age He was at pains to 
clarify that there were 
“absolutely no” divisions 
111 the party After Advani 
had finished his mono 
logue on the unity of the 
pally the editoi quietly 
asked him whether he 
himself had not been 
“leaking” such things to 
the press Advani kept 
quiet for some time and 
then said that the news 
Item had made his situa 
tion in the party “very 
weak” and that Atal Be 


When caught, if at all, they 
say Who does not com 
mit crimes in this city’” 
Pious, passionate words of 
a Supreme Court judg 
meiit on the fate of the 
lakhs of pavement 
dwelleis of Bombay But if 
I hese words cry out for the 
poor, the judgment did not 
go in then favour It spoke 
with Dickensian feivoui 
foi those who live without 
a roof above them and its 
ludgmeiii still went 
against the Oliver Iwists 
Bound helplessly by anti 
quated municipal laws of 
the gieat nietiopohs the 
Supu me c oiiii I b'd that 
these pavement dwellers 
be evicted lie in thou 
dwelling" b'> II October 
rVC n rill Supre me C ouit IS 
helpless toi the liomcic"" 



Lai Krishna Advani 


hari Vaipavee himselt had 
asked him for an explana 
non In that event, replied 
the editot, why don’t you 
issue' an official coutradic 
non’ Send il to mir office 
and we shall be glad to 
publish It At tht' sugges 
non, Advani suddenly re¬ 
coiled “No, no,” he said, 
“We cannot do that Such 
things are not done at the 
official level ” 

O.E. Nlzanuuldln 


No Contradiction, No Correction 
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Now wtx)'cl want to hurl a stone at 
such a beautiful TV Meotatly, 
though, many might. 

Some of your rw|ghbours for 
instance. V/ho may have seen your 
new ONICM. And envied its classy, 
futuristic looks, the most astounding 
true-lo-life colour, and the sharpest 


picture they've ever ' matter 

screen! And have been deeply ONOA TV. 

regretting the faa that they're Stuclc - ■,' ■ ■ ‘,4 \ 

with colour TVs that are Obviously a r-. j. 'i 1 /''^ 
gecteratfon behfnd! , ' ■ | I | j /!l - . • 

YourTiayoft0U5e-argue.',yi5wf' . 

neighbours are the nicest &Hardly With cordless remote, ■ 
the type to stoop to violenae no N^QftXXIS' 


- •«*t .'iv \iif ' V ^ 
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India’s First Microprocessor Based 
Electronic PABX. From BPL. 



The country's first indigenous 
Microprocessor based Electronic 
Private Automatic Branch Exchange 
fEPABX] comes from BPL - the First 
Company in the private sector to 
set:ure an industrial licence from the 
Government for the manufacture of 
EPABX. 

BPL’s EPABX . field-tested and 
proven, is working satisfactorily in 
several locations. Offering upto 237 
internal and 64 external lines, it caters 
to your vital communication needs 
and boasts all-round productivity, 
accelerates decision making and 
con trols telephone expenses. 

With an experience of nearly 2 
decades in electronics and over a 
decade in c.omniunication, BPL is 
indec-d a force to rcx^koii with in these 
fields Further, RPL's comprehensive 
in-hou.se systems and engineerring 
c;apahihtv has helped integrate 
computers and c.ommuiiK.ation 


Hl’L'' I’nwci Line (!iirner t.ominii- 
iiK'.atioii Svsteni and .Switching 
Li|Uipinenl have been peilorming 
eftei tivelv since I‘171;, in aliiuist e\ eiv 



eleitiK ilv hoard in thee,oiintrv That’s 
not all HPL's F.lectroiiic Private 
.Auioniatic Exchange which provide.s 
vine e and data communication has 
heen installed in many reputed 
(aivernment and Private organisa¬ 
tions,is vvcrll 

Apart trom the Electronic 
I’ABX, BPL’s existing Business 
(’.omputers, Word Protiessors and 
.Automatic. Plain Paper Copiers 
provide a single source integrated 
solution to mcrcrl today's office 
automation rc'quiremcmts. 

The Electronic: PABX manufac¬ 
turing fac.ilily is supported hy seven 
integrated factories, throe R & IJ units, 
in-house mamifac.ture of critical 
components, comprehensive tool 
rooms and PCB plants. 

The Elec;tronic PABX from 
BPL - The .Single Largest Integrated 
Source of Office Automation 
Products in India. 


BRL-INDIA 

In pursuit of perfection 

Computers • Communication • Components 

Inslriimentalion (Industrial. Medical B- Measurement ) • Office Automation • Consumer Electronics 


Central Marketing Organisation: HI’I.-C.cmiIh'. LIiiim ti .Slrt-i’l, Bangiilorc-SliO (Mil. I'el ,52;)2 l/ll/h. Tlx: 0B4.')-r)l 1. 

Branch Offic.es at: It.iiigaliirf, Henilsiv (;,lli iitl.i. M.idi.is, Ni-vv Dellii. 



















GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Kiilishvnam Sint,!! 


Dear Madam/Sir 

I n future the order is to be re¬ 
versed. The opening formula for 
letters; “Dear Sii or Madam" should 
hereafter read, “Dear Madam or Sit 
or whatever the case may be,” other¬ 
wise you may be exposed to tht' 
charge of being anti-feminist. So the 
Equal Opportunities Committee of 
London’s Hackney Council has 
opined. It warns men to be more 
careful in tiieir choice of words per¬ 
taining to females of their species. 
Before putting pen lo paper they 
should ask themselves “Are women 
being excluded, tnvialised, patro 
nised. stereotyped or made fun of?’’ 
Examples of words which when con 
verted to the feminine gender might 
offend feminine susceptibilities are 
appended; dustman must not be 
dustwonian but a “refuse operative-,” 
foreman not a forewoman but “su- 
pervisori” housewife, “consuniei 
shopiier." Similar verbal lelorms are 
proposed for disabled persons' a 
sightless person must not be called 
blind but "visually handicapped;” 
and if he or she is one-eyed, as 
“suffering from partiallv visual 
handicap ” 

In Shakespeare’s time a cobbler 
had been elevated to the status of “a 
surgeon unto men's shoes ’’Inmytime 
1 have known dcookdesignated“can 
teen officer,” dhobi a “launderer," 
and a sweeper a “garbage remover.” 
How does change in the nomencla¬ 
ture change the drudgery of the 
occupation or assuage the feeiitig.s of 
the deprived? 

^ Scenes Behind 
the Accord 

I have had the good fortune of 
learning something about the 
way the Punjab accord was reached. 
It throws new light on the pain.stak 
ing methods adopted to keep the 
discussions secret till all points of 
dispute had been resolved. And the 
enormous stamina for work that the 
once lackadaisical airlines pilot has 
acquired since he became a politi¬ 
cian and a Prime Minister 

Negotiations were re opened as 
soon as the Akali leaders had been 
let out of jail. Some were under¬ 
standably bitter after having been 
kept in detention for eleven months 
and remained adamant. A few felt 
that they should overcome their an¬ 
ger and give the new Prime Minister 
who had put Punjab on the top of his 
list of priorities a chance to resolve 
the problem. In the first lot were 
Tohra and Badal; in the second, Lon- 
gowal, Balwant Singh and Barnala. 
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ih*' lullowiii)’ 
iniiuit cb-taii . - 
in tht t '. 

Hive -.lepi rtix'- 
,n the pretediiti 
as fresh as lii-’ 


Goverimt Aijuu .'.legh 'vh-i [itiiyt-d a 
decisive ml- 

righliv decided 

al-Biiliiaiit 111 ' 
tact itii the i‘ 

advit-ets i\ p-, 

them in iruiu 
and h.irk to 


!K gMll.l! lolls 
e. n;;■ e • n. ( tmi-' v, 
iirmtu .i.!n ti.-n 
■e.-.n M-.niMei and hi-' 
■’■■I'lmeru plane. (!eu 
li.iP'l.,,,!! 1; ’(t.-ih' 

(.'K.indig.t. <1 - evei-.j! 
times This v.-.is 1UV..1 i.iiiiy dtuie at 
rngh; when prc'-- '-.jin’ih vereiinl on 
the Iv'i ’ i; v ilrmkir'i.’, ::l the 

Press (Tub or l',)'! e.-Tei'p Ncveitl)-'- 
less, news oftc.- I".u.'ed rnii and pen 
pie from wliimt iitnihle (.i-nid be 
expected pr->ved ironWesniuc .hk.ili 
iiegiiliators siun.-esie-.l rtnii tin. Prime 
[vlinisit-'! nieel tiieiri MUfnnu ills 
cabinet siib corrin'iit- e wiili only 
Govertn'i .-\i mu Sirigb piestnu This 
delicate i.e-tk was perb>rmeil with 
some finesse which I cannot divulge. 
The final met ’.(.ng .n m or. Irom mid 
mglit to 5 am A'; tin.s meeting Bhaian 
Lai wa.s sumirKin.'d When told cl the 
proposed iraiislet ol Chandigarh in 
Punjab.de-liiikiag ii tioni the future 
of Fazilka and Abolnit. tii<, nafv.iu.-i 
chief niiiiistei became melcdiamufjc. 
He tore open he shut, hare.! his 
chest, and ptocknmed “in thot j.ise 
shoot me dead ” Rajiv a-.ked one of 
his aide:- to r.ike Kh.'ian I.a! to ihc- 
next loom ami let .him mol ofl Two 
hours later he was a.iked tc come in 
again. Bv thf?n his homicidal instinct 
had abated. He lea.bi' igreeo to ilit, 
accord Whm happi lu <1 to him dm 
ing those two hours 1 can onlv guess 
The Prime Miinsin spent m-.cs! oi 


selllmg peep- of 
u iiiii! m P.i! li.nni'.i! 
i 1'!(. lie . '.-..id r..'t 
! li.iri ,1 ti'w i.iiie.iu-s 

houis He looked 
prove! bial daisy 


Thanedar Sahib 
Bulatey Main 

A large number of citizens have 
come to me and complained 
against the w'ay they are harassed by 
the police. In some tr.'itances police 
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men knocked on iii!,'!'. ctoois late at 
night and simply s.ini. 'Tiiontdar 
Sahjt) nay ai<p Lo p ibce statto/? t.iiab 
kna tun (yon .ue ’eeporet! ,U the 
police -.l.ition) ’’ riio t- who went, 
.pent tile mghi m ti'" -.i uuui Wuny 
hatl to iiiiv t.htji i'..',. u.it toriher 
Iiai .iv.rm-nt .' (u ■ i '.dosod t.. go. 
we.e liii. '.i-ifi i;.'' I")'-,sequ¬ 

ence And -wheu fni-, --u- ;Tu-d with 
the Ol do: llie iiesi i.* v were 

kept uai'mg tm ti'.",iru ,i-,ke(t the 
most inane que'-t! im .not before 
being let oft '.lurned oi.it iru-s mav be 
siitiimont-,! .ii'.'lii f'Ti..' . -lit'-.- of 

ilii.N kind is i-i o lo :-itn .o-^ !aw- 

I ufi (i'll-'* th® 
SI'.''!■'ibiiiu i.n 

II IS. I'i;. admi 


mite 
tile 
■ 1 f 

t a! 
I-, 
■n .1 


LO Ik- (HiI.'I-..'.:,- b. Kakesh i 
l,Si)aiH;..! vi",.! h.’.’.'i.i) Fiicdhiitta, I 
two -'tuids i'diii.u,, .ip'pi;.-J to the I 
NA.'-’-A. rhe/'n-i- sp.u; .tge-n- ! 
O',' l‘i 'h oikt-i! Ill . .itei '-.j.-ai.o Tilc'il ! 
,(ppiii alKjns weit- .KCepteil ..;id tiiev | 
were .iskeii 'o ieiiiyii ai the (...nine in 
('ati)orir.i ’i’hib we:- told that dur¬ 
ing thi-ii 'perio.! o; tr.uutiig iiicv must 
U-'-ol Th' 


loliovmd 
'ir. them 
iiuv ihey 

I. ' . I WL i 

was 
nuiv, 
t io.„ket 


nu'l. .Ne.si nioroing ilu ioP.owti.g dia 
iogue look place tieiftcen them. 

“This IS vou» fiiend speaking. 
Have you been to tht- lavatory this 


morning'-” 

“No yaar,whvdoyouasksuchasilly 
question^” 

“If you haven't, dt.i;’! try. 1 am 
speaking from Tokyo." 

(Canthbuted by Tiixh.tr Knni-ir'! 


)*-«* HuquS lUSJ 


■ in 





OBV -191£ 



Rallis India Meeting the challenge of growing more 
food: by getting to the root of the problem. 


r 



Every year extensive damafte is caused to food 
aops by pests, fungi and weeds. Rallis has been 
continuously engaged in reseanh on how to 
tackle this recurring problem. 

As a result a ho.st of new pi oducts and 
5' proce.sses have been dex'eloped. 

That’s not all. Rallis tests all its products 
extensively for effectiveness at its Agro-Chemical 
Research Station in Bangalore. I'urther, the Process 
Development Centre, the Process Dewlopment 
Chemical Re.search Station and 1‘ilot Plant have also 
been developing proces.ses for the manufacture of 
m^or agro-chemiails and intermediates with 
indigenous technology. 


Rallis thus helps the Indian larmer get the most 
out of his land by. ensuring the eas\- availability of 
its new products and practices through its wide 
network of several thoirsand dealers~and through 
its Farm Advi.sory Service. 

Because Rallts India believes that the fruits of 
re.search should be used to help people in all 
walks of life. 



RALLIS 

MulM-Tlerchnology Group 


Tedimlogy and skilb as diverse as human needs. 






















EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



' Most of the 
people (in the UN 
headquarters) I 
spoke to... were 
> of the opinion 
that the Soviet 
Union would not 
quit Afghanistan 
unless it was 
assured that the 
safeguards were 
foolproof. 
Moreover, 
Washington, too, 
is not very keen 
on a Soviet 
withdrawal. Its 
anti-USSR 
propaganda has 
proved 
beneficial 
4 enough for the 
USA. 

MNMV i«-« *ugu* 1906 


Bringing Peace to 
Afghanistan 


T he United Nations, Kabul and Islama¬ 
bad are to begin discussions on the 
four “instruments” of the draft agree¬ 
ment on Afghanistan at the end of 
August One of the mam issues of the talks 
will be safeguarding Afghanistan against 
outside interference Though the Soviet Un¬ 
ion IS Itself an “outsider,” inexorably m 
volved in the country's internal affairs, it is 
taking a keen interest in the outcome of 
these discussions There seems to be only 
one apparent reason for the Russians’ con 
cern the arming of the mujahideens with 
new US weapons has taken a heavy toll on 
I their military forces stationed in Afgha 
nistan 

1 The second clause of the agreement will 
I discuss the details of a UN armed force that 
IS to be drawn from different countries and 
stationed on the country’s bordei s to ensure 
that Pakistan and Iran do not encroach upon 
us frontiers Teheran has refused to partici 
{ pate in the negotiations, and this raises 
doubts about the validity of any settlement 
that may be reached 
Another issue which the talks hope to 
tackle is the repatriation of refugees who 
had fled to Iran and Pakistan, after the 
Soviet invasion The agreement envisages 
the creation of the right atmosphere in 
Afghanistan, so that the three million 
Afghan refugees most of whom are taking 
shekel in Pakistan, can safely return to their 
homeland with dignity (Prime Minister Ra 
I jiv Gandhi had used the word “honour” in 
I his address to the US Congress) 
t The final instrument of the agreement will 
deal with the withdrawal of Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan While Pakistan attaches 
the utmost importance to this is>ue, and 
wants It to be taken up first during the talks, 
the Soviet Union has said that only if an 
agreement is reached on the other three 
issues, will It be leady to pursue the matter 
The UN IS strangely silent about the 
agreement However, the UN headquarters 
in New York are rife with speculation Most 
of the people I spoke to ruled out the 
possibility of a settlement They were of the 
opinion that the Soviet Union would not quit 
Afghanistan urless it is assured that the 
proposed safeguards are foolproof Moreov 
er, Washmgton too, is not veryikeen about 
the withdrawal of the Soviets The USA’s 
anti USSR propaganda has proved benefi¬ 
cial enough for ii 

That a political solution is the only way 
out of this problem, has been accepted by 
all, includmg the Soviet Union and Pakistan 
At a meeting held in CJeneva to discuss the 
problem, Pakistan had proposed that China 


be included in the talks Afghanistan's re 
sponse to this was a counter ptoposal to 
include India Islamabad promptly dropped 
Its proposal, as India s paituipation in the 
negotiations was the last thing it wanted 
But It appears that notwithstanding Pakis 
tan’s stand. New Delhi may still take the 
initiative to solve the Alphanisian problem 
This IS the impression US offuials got ftom 
Rajiv Gandhi’s leteni slaiemtnts in 
Washington Accoiding to a lop state depart i 
ment official 'India is now prepa td to 
stake Its reputation and risk sulk ng its i 
hands, which was not the tasi duni g Mrs I 
Gandhi’s regime ” Duiing his lecent trip to 
the US, Raps Gandhi had nuule some re 1 
marks about his talks wilh Pre-iiUent Gor i 
bachev in Moscow Ht said that the USSR 1 
wanted to come to a politii al settlement in ' 
Afghanistan 1 liis was an indic.ifion that tht 
two heads of state had disiu-sed the issue 
between themselves 

While the UN siiittan tintial is trying I 
to persuade Pakisiai. t i coiioder a settle 
ment, the US is woriied about the '■trident ' 
voices being raistd in Pikis'an evhoning ' 
Zia ul Haq to negotiate duecth with Kabul 
Howevei Shahab/ad.i \akiib Khan, Pakis i 
tan’s foreign minister seems to have allayi <i 
USA’s feais when he sisited tliat country 
recently As one state department official 
commented “They Ithc Pakistanis) c.ii, 
manage their National Assemblv but the 
mujdhtdecns can turn their guns against 
Pakistan if it betiays them’ Ametira also 
seems to have stopped accusing the Soviet 
Union foi casting an e\ il eye on Baluchistan 
It IS now digued that since the Soviets have 
given up the idea of an independent greater 
Baluchistan, it is now upto the communistfi 
within Baluchistan to woik foi n truly iedei ^ 
al Pakistan 

Whether the UN oi New Delhi will ulti 
matelv succeed in their effoits to help 
Afghanistan reach a settlement is still uncer 
tain The total and sincere commitment of 
the two superpoweis is the most essential 
ingredient for any woi kable settlement 
Sdlig Harrison an expert in Alghanistan, 
has blamed the I S fci piessunnp Pakistan 
to go back on its acceptance of the UN’s 
earliei pri po'als He also thinks that the US 
IS not interested in a settlement Mr Harn 
son feels »hat there will be more bloodshed 
m Afghanistan especiallv as the US has 
decided to “upgrade” its assistance to the 
mujahideens Thi» will in turn lead to “grea 
ter intervention” by the Soviet Union, which 
has already sent more than 1 S lakh armed 
personnel to Afghanistan, he says The pi os 
pects of peace returning to this troubled 
land seem to be bleak 
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OPINION 


S^rs of B hop al 

T he pathetic plight ot the mothers 
and babies of Bhopal has left me 
stunned (The Babies of Bhopal, 28 
July—3 August) It IS unfoitunate 
that the Union Carbide Corporation 
IS doing precious little foi the victims 
of the MIC tragedy The Indian au 
thonties too are indifferent Instead 
of just suing Union Caibide the 
government should extend all pos .1 
ble medical help to the liapltss 
mothers and babies of Bhopal 
A K Pandey, Arrah 

• I was distui bed to learn the haplc ss 
condition of the mother* ot Bhupal 
The victims of the gas tragedy can 
never be compensated The niglit 
mare in Bhopal will continue toi 
years to tome 
M Devadoss, Maduiai 

• Ritu Sann’s artich on the attei 
math of the Bhdpal tragedy brought 
tears to mv eyes Itie disastti con 
tinues to take its toll The iihgb* oi 
the victim^ have been compounded 
by the stant medical attention pio 
vided to them The government and 
the Union Carbide authorities must 
gooutof us way to help the pt oph ot 
Bhopal 

Sanjay Chopta, Hoshtaipor 

• The cover story was touching 
There are many more killer gas 
plants operating in the country 1 ht 
government should take emergen 1 
steps against them 
P Lala, Akra fW-est Benga/' 

• For the victims of the MIC tiagcdv 
the woist IS not yet over As nghilv 
pointed out by Ms Sarin, the efficts 
of the disaster will be felt foi many 
more geneiations to comi 
Bijoy Dutta, Jalpatgun 


Dishonest Politicians 

T he report Congress(I) MP in Bank 
Fraud{lA —20 July) was not at all 
surprising Now a davs pulitu lans 
are only mu rested in making monc \ 
Most of them ate involved in laimus 
kinds ot cotrupt practice-, liki land 
scandals 01 bank forge ly 
K Gopalau kolat Cold fields (hat 
natakai 

• The fiauduknt activities ol the 
Coilgiess(l) MP brings to inv mind 
the famous Hindi saying a single 
dirty fish destroys the beauty ot a 
pond A tew corrupt peisons are 
destroying the reputation ot the Con 
gressd) 

Sahm Ann, Aligaih 



T he special report on Presidents 
and Prime Ministers A History of 
thiir Tensions (14—20 July) was re 
veal mg but shocking It was really 
unfoitunate to learn that the two 
power centies should be involved in 
petty quarrels when the country is 
going through troubled times 
hhailaja Rao, Calcutta 

• III a tamily where the husband and 
the wife do not have good relations, 
the children aie bound to suffer 
How can we expect our country to 
I reniain peacelul when the two const! 

tutional heads of the country have 
I fallen out ovei each other ■’Prime 
Minister Raiiv Gandhi has violated 
the Constitution by not discussing 
altaii s of vital interest with the Pres 
' idem Rduv Gandhi should follow 
the tiadition st*t by Pandit Jawahar 
lal Nehru and Indiia Gandhi they 
lit V ei Ignored the President even if 
they had personal differences with 
the highest authority in the land 
I S C Malakai, Agra 

• 1 appreciated Rajiv Gandhi's 
etfoiis of doing away with conven 
tion* ‘jui the tradition of the Prime 
Mmisui meeting the President at 
1 lai intervals was a healthy one 
1 til confiontatiou between the Presi 
k t and (he PM is purely on a 
pei'onal level and the sooner the 
misunderstanding ends the better it 
IS for the people of the country 
I M 11 Rama, Bhubaneswar 

I • Ihe tension between Rajiv Gandhi 
I and Zail Smgh is not unusual 
I Jawdharldl Nehru differed with Ra 


jendra Prasad on many occasions and 
Indira Gandhi was not on gocid 
with V V Gin However su^h 
sions are never good for the country 
and effons should be made to patch 
up the differences between Rajiv 
Gandhi and Zail Smgh , 

Rajesh Sahay, Jhumri Telaiysi 
(Bibar) 

• The Constitution bestows nommal 
powers on the President all authw* 
ity lies in the hands of the Prune 
Minister Only a person with a com¬ 
manding personality can influence*a 
Prune Minister 

Pramod Sahoo, Chinmtri (Madhya 
Pradesh) 

• President Zail Smgh and Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi should patch 
up then differences in the interest of 
the country If the neads Of the 
nation quarrel between the nselves, 
foreign powers will get an opportun 
ity to endanger the unity an 1 integn 
ty of the country 

Lalbabu Vishwakarma, Jamalpui 

• The article was in bad taste Pej 
sonal problems should not be made 
public 

K J Joseph, Shillong 


Bullying the Press 


K uldip Nayar’s Disciplining the 
Press (29 July—3 August) was 
thought-provoking The lamil Nadu 
government has taken a step In the 
wrong direction by trying to curb the 
freedom of the press People who 
elect their repiesentatives have a 
right to know what transpires in the 
Assemblies I appeal to tha T<M1|1 
Nadu government not to meddle with 
the press 

MV Ravindran, Ahmedabad 
• Kuldip Nayar has raised an issue of 
vital concern, which seems to be 
spreading among our rulers at an 
alarming pace whichever party is m 
power has the habit ot bullying the 
press It is time a legislation us 
enacted to protect the rights 
freedom of the press In a democracy, 
the government cannot mter{^i;g 
with the people’s right to know. < 
B V Joshi, Pune 


• As rightly pointed out by Mr 
Nayar, the people have the’ n^ht to 
know how their elected representa 
tives behave m the Assemblies and 
m Parliament If a reporter faithfully 
reports on the proceedings of the 
House, the govemmenr has no busi¬ 
ness to pull him up for breach of 
privilege 

Rajesh Gupta, Ahmedabad 
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OPINION 


Ban the Bottle 


Manipulating Loans 


ig Business Versus Breast Feed¬ 
ing (14—20 July) highli^ted a 
problem which has assumed grave 
proporrions. The Infant Nutrition In¬ 
formation Service has only touched 
the tip of the iceberg: the problem is 
much deeper and serious which 
needs to be fought on a war footing. 
All advertisements of tinned milk 
and baby food should be banned by 
law since they exploit the ignorance 
of Indian mothers by exhibiting heal¬ 
thy babies in the ads. Tinned milk is 
malnutritions as a result of which 
babies develop diseases such as di¬ 
arrhoea, marasmus and in certain 
cases they even die. A small group of 
concerned people in Switzerland 
published a tract against Sestle, the 
chief manufacturers of baby foods. 
But in India such a concern is still a 
far cry. 

The unhygienic use of feeding bot¬ 
tles also endangers the life of an 
infant. In India, a lot of babies die 
every year since mothers do not 
know how to use a feeding bottle 
properly. The manufacturers too 
take little effort to educate the 
mothers. The absence of a nipple 



Breastfeeding is a simple and cheap techni¬ 
que which can save the lives of millions of 
children each year 


cover in most bottles available in the 
market can play havoc with the 
babies. 

J. N. Vegad, Jamshedpur 


^Jlow Corrupt isP'iajan Lai? (21-27 
■ B July) analysed the mess in 
Haryana under the chief minis¬ 
tership of Bhajan Lai. The article 
boldly details the corrupt practices 
of the CM’s family who have been 
getting loans from the state-owned 
HSFC and also from the EDBI for 
expanding their industrial empire. 
The HSFC and the IDBl had sanc¬ 
tioned loans indiscriminately to in¬ 
numerable industries owned by the 
Bishnois without verifying the au¬ 
thenticity of the documents. The 
Prime Minister should immediately 
order a judicial enquiry into the 
matter. 

K. Ravichandran, Ahmedabad 

• It is a popular belief that honesty is 
the key to success. But after going 
through the article, 1 felt that it was 
not honesty but dishonesty which 
enabled a man to rise in life. From 
time to time we have been promised 
a clean government,but how can we 
have one as long as there are chief 
ministers like Bhajan Lai? 

Param Hans Singh, Arrah 



An Unde si rable Co lon ial Leg axjy 


T he victor-vanquished attitude 
A.S. Angami complains of in 
Understanding Sagas (Opinion, 21 — 
27 July) is not the slant to my story, 
The Border Wiar. If Mr Angami goes 
through the proceedings of the last 
session of the Nagaland Assembly, 
and I am sure he has, he will bear out 
the truth of what he complains ab¬ 
out. When the Nagaland chief Mnis- 
ter S.C. Jamir was in Guwahati last 
month, this attitude was reflected in 
his conversation with me. The chief 
minister, when asked about the per¬ 
formance of the Nagaland armed 
police, replied; “A handful of brave 
Naga youths have been able to re¬ 
pulse ^e designs of the Assam police 
who greatly outniunbered our boys.” 

Nagas have always been known as 
brave warriors and the fact remains 
that the Assam police received a 
goon-drubbing at their hands; this is 
acknowlet^ged by everyone including 
the people of Assam and Nagaland, 
and there is no need to feel apologe¬ 
tic about it. 

However, when Mr Angami writes 
about the unnecessary charges on 
which five student leaders of the 
NSF were implicated and arrested by 
i the Assam police, he is wide off the 
** mark. The charges include case No. 
312/85, under section 120(B)/120(A)/ 




124(A) ot the IPC for conspiracy and 
waging war against the state. 

Papers found in their possession 
include some with the markings of 
“Sovereign Republic of Nagaland” 
and a letter written from the orga¬ 
nisation in Copenhagen, internation¬ 
al work group for indigenous affairs, 
lending support to the Naga cause in 
their struggle against the govern¬ 
ment of India. Sedition and conspira¬ 
cy may appear as “unnecessary 
charges” to Mr Angami, but 1 am 
sure few would agree with him. 

He mentions the manhandling of a 
sub-divisional magistrate in 1977, 
subsequently leading to the loss of 
two lives. 1 take his words for it, but 
he forgets to mention the midnight 
massacre of 50 civilians in Chunna- 
jan including women and children in 
January 1979 by attackers from the 
Naga side of the border. I fully agree 


Ashwini Minna, the author of A 
New Dawn in Punjab (4—10 Au¬ 
gust) is the Resident Editor of Pun¬ 
jab Kesari in Delhi. After the assas¬ 
sination of his grandfather, Lala 
Jagat Narain and father, Romesh 
Chander, the Hind Samachar group 
ot newspapers is headed by his 
uncle, Vijay Kumar— Editor 


with Mr Angami that such sensitive 
issues must be shown in a historical 
perspective so as to project the cor¬ 
rect nature of the problem. He is also 
right in talking about the undesir¬ 
able colonial legacy left behind by 
the British, but whereas he feels that 
only the Nagas and tribais suffered 
because of this 1 beg to differ. Our 
entire nation is still suffering from 
this colonial legacy. It is just the 
Nagas who have lost part of their 
land for the administrative conveni¬ 
ence of the foreign rulers. In 1913 a 
portion of the Dimapur mama, origi¬ 
nally the seat of the Kachari king¬ 
dom and administered till then as 
part of Sibsagar district, was trans- 
lerred to the Naga Hills district by 
the British to provide the local admi¬ 
nistration with the Dimapur rail¬ 
head. This was done despite strong 
public resentment among the plains¬ 
men. It may be recalled that the 
Sunderan Commission has also 
awarded Dimapur to be transferred 
to Assam. However, despite the sanc¬ 
tion of the Sunderan report, the 
Assam government has never tried to 
wrest back Dimapur, simply because 
since 1913, it has always been part 
the Naga Hills district of Assam 
which today forms Nagaland state. 
Seema Cuba, Guwahati 






COVER STORY 


The Mafia of Delhi 


Was Lain Maken slain by Punjab extremists or was it an act of a local Mafia? 


L ai Singh, the elusive terrorist 
trained in the Camper school 
in the USA, has been identi- 
tied by the Delhi police as the 
possible assassin of the young Con- 
gressU) MP from south Delhi, Lalit 
Maken, his wife Gitanjali and Bal- 
krishna Khanna. The announcement 
was made by the police on 7 August, 
a week after the gruesome murders. 
Whether l,al Singh, who is wanted by 
the United States of America’s 
federal Buteau of Investigation 
(along with the other Camper- 
trained killer, Ammand Singh) for 
his involvement jn the plot to kill 
Kaiiv Gandhi during the Prime 
Miiin.U'i '.s US visit, will be nabbed by 
the police IS an open question By 
pinpuiiuing l,jl Singh, the police 
have shuvvn that the Punjab extrem- 
istv havt; not given up their belliger¬ 



ence despite the Rajiv Gandhi- 
Longowal accord, which was signed 
on 24 July, a week before the young 
couple was gunned down in their 
Kirti Nagar residence in Delhi. 
Apparently, on 7 August, a fortnight 
after the accord, the threat of the 
Punjab terrorists loomed large over 
Delhi. While Lai Singh was being 
named as the possible assassin, the 
much-publicised National Security 
Guard (NSG), the elite force which 
had so far made more appearances in 
the parliamentary proceedings 
(when governmental assurances ab¬ 
out the force being raised were 
given) than on the streets of the 
country, suddenly appeared on the 
streets of the capital’s special secur¬ 
ity district. North Avenue and South 
Avenue, the roads which flank the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan and on which 


flats of the MPs who do not get 
palatial bungalows are located, were 
suddenly bristling with black dun¬ 
garee-clad commandos of the NSG. 
The casualty ward of the Ram Man- 
ohar Lohia Hospital, which is situ¬ 
ated just off the North Avenue, was 
suddenly flooded with the NSG 
commandos that morning. Had a VIP 
been assaulted? The doctors on duty 
wondered. Nothing of that sort fortu¬ 
nately had happened. The chief of 
the commandos saw a Member of 
Parliament take a walk from his 
residence to the hospital and decided 
to follow him. Once in the hospital, 
he decided to familiarise his men with 
the VIP hospital’s surroundings. 
With automatic-weapon toting com¬ 
mandos having taken charge of the 
streets of the VIP areas of the capit¬ 
al, the city seemed to be under a 



Lalit Maken’s daughter Avantika bid.s goodbye to her mother Gitaidali: who kllitd the parents of the chiM, who turned aix on 10 Aoghgt? 
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Smoke billows from Connaught Place shops during the November riots when the mafia flexed its muscles 


siege of sorts. Was it the siege of the 
terrorists? Or was a local political 
Mafia building up a base in 
Delhi? 


After Indira Gandhi’s assassina- 
, tion, the capital was under the siege 
A of this Mafia. The early November 
riots were engineered by this Mafia. 
Having tasted blood once, the Mafia 
flexed its muscles again on 31 July. 
After Lalit Maken’s murder, the 
situation in the capital became so 
tense that the civil administration 
had to ask the army to stand by. For 
the second time in nine months the 
army was alerted for the mainte¬ 
nance of law and order in the nation¬ 
al capital. Treating the army area 
commander’s office like a local thana 
may be a fashionable thought, but in 
a democracy like India, having thh 
army out on the streets of the capital 
too often may not be prudent. The 
very fact that the extreme step of' 
alerting the army had to be taken 
after Maken’s assassination shows the 
magnitude of the threat held out by 
the political Mafia in Delhi. The 
underworld in each city enjoys poli¬ 
tical patronage of sorts. Delhi being 
. the national capital, the patronage is 
‘Jr of a different degree. Was it possible 
that some politicians who are feeling 
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uncomfortable after the Punjab 
accord, because it may bring in its 
wake the ostracisation of the names 
which are linked with the anti-Sikh 
riots of November, decided to use the 
Mafia to send a warning signal? 
Maken had trod on many seasoned 
political toes in the last five years 
when, he had shot up in Delhi’s 
politics. By murdering him, a press¬ 
ure group in Delhi’s politics has been 
eliminated. His wife, Gitanjali, a for¬ 
mer president of the National Stu¬ 
dents’ Union of India and daughter of 
veteran politician Dr Shankar Dayal 
Sharma (the Governor of Andhra 
Pradesh) could have stepped into 
Maken’s shoes and continued the 
work of her husband’s group in 
Delhi politics. With her murder, this 
possibility too was eliminated. May 
bd the Punjab extremists, and that 
too Lai Sin^, decided to strike ter¬ 
ror in Delhi by murdering Lalit 
Maken. But can it be ruled out that 
he had been slain by people whose 
interests were hurt by his powerful 
presence in politics and trade un¬ 
ions? More than the terrorists, the 
political Mafia should be dreaded in 
Delhi. For it is the same Mafia which 
has brought out the dungaree-clad 

j commandos on the streets of the 
I capital. 
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L alit Maken’s murder was carriwl 
out in broad daylight It needed a 
lot of daring and planning Nobody 
could deny that it was a job tiiot'.' 
done by rank priife.ssional' Wlin 
could have done it? Whore a tnrid l.ke 
Lalit Maken was i ra’ci-i, cd 
who was not only reporu d tr iK' on 
the hit-list of the Punjab t xiiornists, 
but who was also a firebrand youth 
leader ol Delhi storimrig and 
destroying many an established lias 
tion in the capital—the possibilities 
could be many. This was made clear 
even at the press conference ol the 
Delhi police commissioner. Ved Mar- 
wah, later on the day of the assas¬ 
sination. According to him, the ciime 
branch of the Delhi police, to whom 
the investigation of the case had 
been handed over, wa.s eiKpuring 
along three independent lines of in¬ 
vestigation. While the exirernist 
angle was the obvious one, it was 
widely believed that the other possi¬ 
bilities the police were looking into 
were: whether any trade union rival¬ 
ries could have led to the killing of 
Maken and whether political rival¬ 
ries within the Congress(Il could 
have resulted in the ghastly crime 
The very fact that the police had, 
instead of immediately taking the 
most obvious course, launched a 
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CX)VER STORY 



BhMd (Uliu on the spot where Mafcen fell to assassins' hullets 


three-pronged probe indicated that 
the reasons for the Maken murder 
could be many. 

In the days that followed, the 
police gradually “narrowed down’' 
the investigations to the “terrorist 
angle” and on 7 August, they finallj 
flashed photographs of Lai Singh, a 
Sikh terrorist who has the dubious 
distinction of being named as prime 
suspect in every major “plot” that 
has concerned India recently. Lai 
Singh is suspected to have been 
involved in a conspiracy to assassin¬ 
ate Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
during his US trip earlier this year. 
Lai Singh, along with Ammand 
Singh, was again talked about as the 
man behind the tragic crash of the 
Air India jumbo Emperor Kanishka 
over the high seas oltthe Irish coast. 
Curiously enough, it was again Lai 
Singh’s name that was flaunted ab¬ 
out when suitcases containing explo¬ 
sives were discovered at Tokyo’s 
Narita airport just around the time 
disaster struck the Air India 
jumbo. Lai Singh must be quite a 
jet-set international marksman. If 
the Delhi police are to be believed, it 
was La! Singh who struck Maken in 
Kirti Nagar on 31 July. What has led 
the police to believe that a well- 
trained terrorist was behind Maken’s 
murder is the professjonal way in 


which the entire operation was con¬ 
ducted. According to one police offic¬ 
er involved in the investigations, the 
killing was the work of a 

“hijghly professional killer mentally 
trained for a cold-blooded murder.” 
Further, the fact that sophisticated, 
semi-automatic weapons were used 
went in favour of the terrorist thesis. 
The general opinion was that such a 
well-planned operation could only 
have been undertaken by a well-knit 
professional group. However, in poli¬ 
tical circles of the capital, there was 
active speculation about the other 
two angles that the Delhi police were 
initially considering. Some sections 
ruled out these two options on the 
grounds that nobody other than ex¬ 
tremists could have set into action 
sucbaprofessional operation adding 
that the weapons used in the killing 
indicated the possibility of extremist 
involvement. Indeed, one police 
officer tried to rule out the other two 
lines of investigation only on the 
basis that sophisticated weapons 
were used in the attack. But does not 
Delhi, with its flourishing under¬ 
world, have the potential to throw up 
its own professional killers? 

W hat face does Delhi present to¬ 
day? Consider, for one thing, 
the crime curve of the capital, which 


has been rising unconcroUab^ over 
the years. A decade ago, in 197S« 
there were less than a hundred mur* 
ders and only a doten dacoities. 
Today, the 1975 annual figuras haw 
overshot in only half the time; the 
number of murders in Delhi from the 
beginning of 1985 to 25 Jt^ stood at 
181. These are just officiid figures. 
The actuals usually, far exceed them. 
The figures have bisen rising consis¬ 
tently, exhibiting a distinct trend of 
crime on the rise: 185 murders in 
1980,200 in 1981,240 in 1982,257 in 
1983,274 in 1984. Going by the trend 
this year, the murder figures should 
register another increase. From half- 
a-dozen dacoity cases a year in 1975 
we have come to more than three 
dozen today. The graphs for other 
crimes like theft, arson, rape and 
robbery represent a similar upward 
spiral. It might sound strange but 
crime takes the highest toll of human 
livesin Delhi. Last year, Delhi re¬ 
corded 2,146 killings while in Uttar 
Pradesh—which takes second spot on 
the list—only 203 people were killed 
in the same period. Delhi might not 
appear as bad as Dhanbad or (^rakh- 
pur but then its underworld is 
perhaps much more versatile than 
those in any other place in the coun¬ 
try. Its tentacles reach far and wide 
in every direction. There are drug 
peddlers from Pakistan and Afgha¬ 
nistan, diamond merchants from 
Nepal, flesh traders from the eastern 
borders and gun-runners and mer¬ 
chants of doom from Punjab. Or, 
nearer home, there are the dacoits of 
Chambal, the dreaded gangs of west¬ 
ern Uttar Pradesh. If there is any 
point at which they all meet, it is 
Delhi. Over the years, the capital has 
become the nerve centre of criminal * 
operations where organised gangs 
flourish. Has the city not been the 
headquarters from time to time in 
the past of killer gangs headed by 
people like Bhikham Tyagi and 
dacoit Sundar? Has not the capital 
often provided sanctuary to wanted 
criminals like “Dasyu Samrat” Mal- 
khan Singh and Phoolan Devi? When 
they were on the run they were 
known to be visiljingthe capital fre¬ 
quently, quite obviously with a cover 
provided by the powers-that-be. 

Besides, Delhi has produced its 
own dons of the underworld, some of 
whom have their fingers in every 
messy pie. Bootleggers, pimps, narco- 
tics-smugglers, all have their net¬ 
works spread around the capital. 
Their growth in the capital has a lot 
to do with the political protection 
they have got over the years. Indeed, 
it is said that organised crime in 
Delhi has reached such sophisticated 
levels that its real perpetrators have 
“gone legitimate,” operating only 





from bofaind the scenes, not “dir* | 
: t^ni^” theii* hands with the dark | 
dheds tiiat they mastermind. These 
men who have attained a “respect- 
; eMe'Status” in society, through theii 
. close* contacts with politicians who 
matter," are' able to >^et away vrith 
almost anything. Today, things have 
cdme to a stage when instead of just 
the criminal seeking the support of 
dte politician, the traffic runs both 
ways. Politics and politicians in the 
capital owe as much to criminals as 
criminals to politicians. There are at 
least half-a-dozen “important and re- 
^ctable" leaders Of the capital whc 
' get regular “cuts” from the “profits*' 
that the underworld makes. 

- Among the worst criminally- 
infected areas of Delhi is the sprawl¬ 
ing downtown of Trans-Yamuna, the 
area that borders not only Delhi but 
also Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. 
Crime has prospered where jurisdic¬ 
tions cut across. Why is that even 
though the mushrooming crime in 
east Delhi is an open secret, nothing 
seems to stop the wheel of crime 
from chiirning on? Said a senior offi¬ 
cial of the Delhi police: “Often when 
, we seriously want to do something 
about what is happening in Trans- 
, Yamunai political pressures come 
imo''play and that is the end of it." 
The 'I'rans Yamuna harbours a num¬ 
ber of dens. It is a cradle of all 
manner of nefarious activities: gamb¬ 
ling, drug-peddling, gun-running 
and, of course, flesh trade. So orga¬ 
nised is the underworld business in 
Trans-Yamuna and- so flourishing, 
that regular cab services are run for 
“special clients” from New Delhi and 
back. In the past, internecine gang 
I ! rivalry have Resulted in bloody wars 
foughr-en the streets of Delhi. In 
1980, BhagWana, a'^bigiime criminal 
of Delhi who was running several 
gambling dens in east Delhi was 
gunned down at Ashram Chowk, 
right next to the posh Maharani Bagh 
Colony, in broad daylight. In the days 
that followed, the Bhagwana group 
retaliated ‘and, according to police 
sources, three people of the “enemy 
' camp” were gunned down. In opera¬ 
tions such as these, it is said, the 
mbst'sophisticated kinds of weapons 
have been -used -with a great degree 
of precision. What is more, areas like 
Ghaziabad' and Modinagar, which 
hive witnessed the bloodiest union 
wars In- the past, are not far away 
from Delhi. As one senior police 
officer put’it, Delhi does have the 
potential to throw up a professional 
' a'ssasslh With a inodem weapon. 

I t was during the 114-day strike 
by .the Delhi textile workers in 
' ! June 1979, that Lalit Maken made 
i his-debut-in trade unionism. The 

i- 
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first time itself was an indication i>f 
things to come. With only his de¬ 
bating prowess, honed over the 
years as president of the ARSD 
College Union and a Youth Con¬ 
gress office-bearer, Maken faced 
big names like Siddhartha Shankar 
Ray and G.R. Pai, put up by the 
Birlas and DCM and wrested tor 
the 27,000 striking workers a sub 
stantial pay increase and bonus. 
He also reopened the DA arbiira 
tion which finally went in his 
favour. Lalit Maken had arrived on 
the trade union scene and was well 
on his meteoric rise. 

With this victory in his pocket he 
moved onto the Swat.ultra Bliaiati 
Mill strike the following month 
Here too a solution was thrashed 
out and it was no secret that Maken 
had taken advantage of the pre¬ 
vailing political situation and 
pressurised De\ araj Urs to get the 
maximum out from the Charan 
Singh government. With this he 
had won over the workers of the 
hve textile mills in Delhi and be¬ 
came their undisputed leader. 
Then came the agitation by the 
Britannia Karamchari Union. Here 
too he brought about an agreement 
with the management in spite of 
the fact that the workers were 


under great pressure from the 
police. The workers benefited by 
Rs 200 a month. 

It was in 1982 that Maken be¬ 
came “Delhi’s Datta Samant.” Two 
prominent unions in the capital, 
the Delhi Electric Supply Under¬ 
taking (DESU) and the Delhi 
Transport Corporation (DTC) were 
now his. Winning control over tlte 
unions was not an easy job. His 
election as president of the DTC 
was contested in the High Court by 
his rival, Lakshmi Narayan, who 
was interestingly enough a Con¬ 
gress! I; MP. The DTC had been 
under Narayan till Maken 
took over. 

ironically, it was his activity in 
the DTC union that put a blemish 
on his career in trade unionism. 
The 1984 strike of DTC he man¬ 
aged ended in a death. Though 
Maken paid a large sum of money 
as compensation to the dead man’s 
family, the young leader was 
ubdoubtedly shaken. It was a pale 
and unnerved Lalit Maken who met 
members of the press the following 
day. His credibility too took a 
downward dip. But it was for a very 
brief span only. 

By then he was the reigning 
leader of the Delhi Development 
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Fear 


E arly on the morning of 6 August 
a new security force fanned nut 
and took position in the “VIP" 
district of New Delhi where most 
ministers and Members of Parlia¬ 
ment live. They were all over South 
Avenue, North Avenue and other 
VIP areas of Delhi. Dressed in all¬ 
black fatigues and armed to the 
teeth with knives and automatic 
weapons, these were the jawans of 
an elite force now christened the 
National Security Guards (NSG). 
These men, said to be handpicked 
and highly-trained commandos, 
were first seen immediately after 




Ml 


L \ 


A police dog min’s the scooter 
abandoned by Maken’s killers 

the assassination of Indira Gandhi. 

The unit had been raised at the 
peak of terrorist activity in Punjab 
specially for the protection of the 
Prime Minister. Perhaps, it is only 
an indication of the fear that the 
killing of the Congress(I) MP, Lalit 
Maken has instilled in the country's 
leadership that the NSG comman¬ 
dos have been brought hurriedly to 
the stioets of Delhi for the general 
protection of all Members of Pariia- 
meni. The deployment of such an 
elite force, though it might have 
been necessary, has led a lot of 


in Delhi 


pcdlticiil observers to raike eyeb- 
rtws. Which way is the nation mov- . 
ing? Where will this build-up of 
terror end? 

fn 1982, T. Rajeshwar, the then 
chief of the Intelli&eflce Bureau 
(IB) had mooted the idea of a “VIP 
security district” around the resi¬ 
dence of the Prime Minister and 
had reinforced the deployment in 
the area to keep a stricter vigil on 
the VIP’s security. A little later the 
security ring was further beefed up 
with commandos of the Indo- 
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) but 
that could not prevent the assas¬ 
sination of Indira Gandhi in her 
own residence. Since that tragedy, 
the security situation in the capital 
has degenerated step by step. It 
was only the deployment of the 
army that brought Delhi back from 
the brink during the November 
1984 riots that followed Indira Gan¬ 
dhi’s death. The situation had hard¬ 
ly recovered when, in May, Delhi 
was reeling under the impact of 
transistor bombs going off in sever¬ 
al localities. Today the killing of 
Lalit Maken and his wife has re- ' 
suited in a big slideback. So i 
threatened does Delhi feel that de¬ 
ployment of the SFF—a force con¬ 
ceived and launched only for spe- ; 
dal use—on what should normally ; 
have been the police beat has been | 
found necessary. 

“There might come a day,” said 
one security expert of the capital, 
“when we might need something 
more powerful than even the NSG 
for normal duty on the streets of 
Delhi.” The police force in the 
capital has found itself unable to 
come to'terms with the rising tide 
of violence in the capital city. Vio¬ 
lence that has been unleashed not 
only by the terrorist but also that 
which has erupted from time to 
time from the hotbed of Delhi’s own 
underworld. The • organised vio¬ 
lence of November 1984 is, 
perhaps, the best example of the 
havoc Delhi’s underworld was cap¬ 
able of creating. Investigations 
made by the People’s Union for 
Civil Lilmrties (PUCL) and the-Peo- 
ple’s Union for Democratic Rights 
(PUDR) only proved that political 
forces had got together and brought 
hell to Delhi. What is more, it was 
conclusive evidence of the fact that 
the mechanism for organised vio¬ 
lence in Delhi existed; it was only a 
question of setting it into action. 


Authority (DDA), New Delhi Muni¬ 
cipal Committee (NDMC) and the 
Water Supply Workers unions. The 
biggest rally Lalit Maken ever 
addressed was of the central gov-' 
ernment and public sector em¬ 
ployees at the Boat Club in Novem¬ 
ber 1983. The speeches of this 
young, handsome man in his usual 
cream coloured, often silk kurtn, 
were lapped up by the audience. 
Maken was to speak at a govern¬ 
ment employees rally at the Boat 
Club the day after he was gunned 
down. Over the last two years he 
had been concentrating on how to 
get the central government em¬ 
ployees to join him. In Parliament 
on that tragic day he was to speak 
for the textile workers once again. 

It is not that Lalit Maken, even 
with his suave, affable personality, 
had no adversaries. In the last few 
years, ever since he took up trade 
unionism as his main area of poli¬ 
tical activity, he had queered the 
pitch for many. Not only did his 
Delhi Mazdoor Congress (DMC) 
destroy several existing trade un¬ 
ions but it also used his prowess to 
cross swords with big indust^. 
Lakshmi Narayan, now a Rajya 
Sabha member, was perhaps the 
most powerful trade union leader 
of Delhi before Lalit Maken 
emerged on the scene in the late 
Seventies. In a matter of years, 
Lakshmi Narayan’s influence had 
shrunk remarkably. Maken had be¬ 
come the new union king of Delhi 
and he was the kind of man who 
never flinched even from criticis¬ 
ing the Congress!I), when the party 
policy went against the stand he 
had taken. Lately, he had sided 
with the opposition benches in the 
Lok Sabha and joined them in 
ripping apart the new textile policy 
of the govemmentas“pro-capitalist 
and anti-labour.” He had also 
taken up cudgels on behalf of the 
6,000-odd workers of the Delhi 
Cloth Mills (DCM) plant at Bara 
Hindu Rao in New Delhi. The DCM 
has been wanting to close down the 
plant and use the 63-acre area in 
which the factory is situated, for 
commercial purposes. According to 
some estimates DCM had more 
than Rs 100 crores at stake in the 
project. Maken had not minced 
words when speaking on the issue 
alleging foul play not only by the 
DCM but also by the Delhi De¬ 
velopment Authority (DDA) which 
he said had colluded with DCM and 
permitted the conversion of the 
industrial land to commercial use. 

There has also been talk in the 
political circles of Delhi about the 
intra-party rivaliy going on in the 
Delhi Pradesh Congress(I) Com- 
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A Force under Strain 
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tremists VIP security has had to be 
tightened ) 1 he Delhi police is left 
with no alternative but to keep 
shifting Its men from one VIP to 
another ‘ as the situation de* 
mands ” Every 15 days a review 
committee meets and discusses re¬ 
ports from various intelligence 
agencies on every VIP and accor¬ 
dingly decides the placement of 
securitvmen 

“Calling out the army only goes 
to show that the authorities have 
not been able to use the police 
force eoirectly,” said a top ranking 
army official Ihe use of the drmy 
to assist the iisil authorities in 
enforting law and order means a 
total failuu of the civil administra 
non To cover up this failure thev 
use the aimy’ and save the situa 
tion as weP as themselves “In such 
instances m democratic countries 
tht govt rnment concerned must 
It sign the aimy official said But 
It IS the iiutrftience of politicians 
in 'he woikuip ot ihc polite during 
a crisis that lendtts them ineffec 
nvt -tt rtmt s ‘ It is not th it the 
existiiip polite foice cannot do ir ” 
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I The dangers of resorting to the 
army to assist civil authorities are 
manifold and cannot be under¬ 
played 

‘‘After a stint in a situation like, 
say in Punjab or Assam, the army 
jawan has diluted himself as a sol 
dier,” said the armyman The 
reasons for this are many A 
jawan’s training, besides looking 
into his physical fitness, gives him a 
certain mental and psychological 
attitude It prepares him explicitly 
for the defence of the country “He 
IS trained to kill an enemy on sight 
The rule is one enemy, one round 
This attitude cannot work in a civi 
lian situation After all he is fight 
ing his own kith and kin ” It is then 
that the soldier starts doing what 
he should never do thinking twice 
before following a command He is 
trained to obe> instantaneously 
without thinking but when asked to 
fire on his own countrymen he may 
develop a mental hangup What is 
more dangerous is that he may 
carry this attitude to the war front 
There it is a mattei of survival and 
that IS something he just cannot 
afford to do Besides this, other 
factors contribute to in erosion of 
the strict army discipline When the 
army is called out in a civilian ar^a, 
the men work together with othei 
para mihtaiy and the police forces 
Here the armvman is exposed to at 
times corrupt and less disciplined 
men It is only a matter o time 
before the jawan succumbs to 
temptations 

i t was with a sinking heart that an 
army official (not in unitorm 
then) saw his jawan on duty along 
with a policeman who was taking 
money to let every overladen truck 
go by the bridge they were guaid 
mg This was in November 1984 en 
route toNoidafrom New Delhi “1 
just thought to myself and won 
dered if my jawan was also on the 
take and if so what a disaster it 
spelt Why should we think our men 
are beyond all this’ After all they 
are also human ” 

There is a possibility, however 
remote, of excesses by armymen 
when they are controlling civilians 
They soon realise the power they 
are wielding and what it can bring 
them “It happened in Assam and 
Nagaland after ail, did it not’ Our 
men dealt with the tribals in Assam 
as if they were scum They did not 
spare the women and children 
there Our training cannot take 
away the fact that we are from the 
same stock They are men u lu> will 
react in certain ways under press 



ui e ” A man in uniform niisbehav 
ing usually does not get away with 
It He !•> easily noticed and as a 
warning for the othets has to be 
dealt with stiictly And then tht 
people do not forget in a hurry what 
the man did 

As the Agra incident has shown 
theit are chances of a clash b'^ 
tween the men from the army and 
the police themsehes I his turns 
into an explosive situation often 
inyolving civilians for whose very 
protection the army has been sta 
turned thcie According to the ones 
from the forces ttiev “belong to a 
different cultuie For an armyman 
no one is more important than his 
senior otficei for wh im he is willing 
to lay down his lift w len iit sees a 
threat to him eithei physically or 
even to his status He cannot bear it 
and he letaliates During the Agra 
incident which took place some 
years ago the commanding police 
official allegedly “misbehaved’ 
with the wife of an army officer 
The jawans swung into action, mak 
ing the pol teinen their taigets 
Soon the public too joined in 

Theie is a heavy weai and tear of 
the army eriuipment when the men 
lie placed on duty as in Punjab 
I his equipment the concerned au 


thorities obviously Want to pre 
serve foi wai “After all assisting 
the civil authorities is oui secon 
dary role,” remarked the army 
officer The armymen also grudge 
the fact that in such situations their 
equipment is exposed for all lo see 
and this includes the enemy spies 
“The less they know about our state 


of readiness and armament the bet 
ter " Heavy equipment lying back 
at the units is also neglected “All 
these things have to be looked after 
and serviced regularly which is 
done when the men are posted 
where they should be Once they 
move out, the heavy equipment is 
not cared for This is a point against 
us when we talk of the prepared 
ness ol the armed forces ” 

1 he army which has a ceiling on 
the number of men it takes in has to 
leave a certain part of the border 
neglected when it moves in to help 
civilians “There is little doubt that 
the border gets neglected when we 
get embroiled m other duties The 
enemy too is fully awari 
can seize the opport^feKfo.^„ 
as has happened incvjsjcase erf kaiT / 
and Iraq once,/ the ^rmy 

officer ^ ^ 
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Doordarshan 
The Money Machine 

The expansion of the television network has coincided with increased 
revenues for Doordarshan. Over a ten-year period, earnings from prime 
time commerciaJ spots have gone up 60 -fold and the graph is going higher. 
Rita Sarin reports on the phenomenon. 


T he inevitable has happened 
Midas reigns supreme on 
Doordarshan today Witness 
the almost sixty-fold increase 
in Its yearly revenues through adver 
tisement spots since it decided to go 
commercial on 1 January 1976 from 
Rs 0 65 crores to a whopping Rs 60 
crores in 1985-86 
The Doordarshan executives still 
seem to be guided by one principle 
if you have the inclination, we have 
the tune—TV prime time This was 
the invitation that Doordarshan ex 
tended in January 1976 when its 
bureaucratic doors creaked open foi 
outsiders And before one could say 
the magic word “Sponsor” theie 
began a steady trickle of enthusiastic 
advertisers That was the beginning 
and Doordarshan’s honeymoon with 
commercial television began 


The ftill impact of its “open-door 
policy” was felt when in the first year 
Itself Doordarshan pocketed more 
than half a crore rupees through 
prime time commercial spots By 
1984 85, Doordarshan bosses were 
fully alive to the potential of com 
mercialisatioD when in spite of the 
love hate relationship with some of 
the sponsors, a host of advertisers 
continued knocking on the doors for 
an entry By going commercial. Door 
darshan had not only revolutionised 
a dormant media, u also created a 
captive audience It was dishing out 
entertainment where the lives of 
Lallu, Badki or Nanht (Hum Log) or 
the dailv routine of Amru Mausi, 
Bhalla or Jagdish (Khdndaan) be 
came more vital and more important 
than the romance next door or the 
antics on the silver screen of a Ami 


tabh Bachchan or a Zeenat Aman 
Unbelievably, even for the discern 
ing television viewers, imported se 
nals like Dallas and Dynasty were 
replaced by the indigenous ones like 
Yeh Jo Hai Zwdagi and Ados Pados 
Doordarshan had hooked 40 million 
television viewers to India i soap 
operas and sitcoms While viewers 
cried for more, Doordarshan raked in 
the pot of gold it discovered at the 
end of the commercial television 
rainbow 

After Doordarshan received credit 
for ushering in the commercial tele 
vision boom, the question whicli was 
asked was would Doordaishan be 
able to sustain its commerciil sue 
cess and maintain the heights it had 
reached’ The answer apparentlv is 
\es With nearly a decade having 

















DIvva Seth. Vinod Naspal. and V M Badola in Hum Log 


lapsed since commercial spots were 
allowed, Doordarshan has decided to 
fully capitalist on the netv genre of 
entertainment it has created With 
commercial slots on the national 
hook up booked foi six months Door 
dai shall has fully sn etched our the 
hand which ii had held back initially 
New tariffs have been announced, 
cttciinc tiom Novc inbt 1 , which 
show a maikcd met ease in the rates 
lor advei Using on ttleyision More 
than the obyious incicase in tarilf, 
ji be decision to hike up the rates for 
sponsoied ptogiammes bv 100 per 
cent in some categories is an indica 
non that Doordarshan is fully aware 
of the power it holds oyer the teles i 
Sion adiertisci Doordarshan is well 
aware that sponsored programmes, 
serials and commercial teleyisionare 
here to stay 

Doordarshan had been considering 
revision of its tariff for sponsored 
programmes and commercial spots 
since the past tew months In April, 

S S Gill secretary in the ministiy of 
information and broadcasting, had 
told SuNDAV “We ha\ e deliberately 
chosen a low tariff 11 we had made it 
(advertising on TV) an expensive 
proposition, the source would have 
dried up soon When the tariff is 
revised, vt could well double ” Now 
Doordarshan and the government 
have realised the threat in the hike 
of price for television time The 
proposed rate structure will bring 
,7 Doordarshan the mag < ticure of R"" 

I 60 crores from imm^Mcial revenue I 


Acc rding to one estimate, the earn 
mgs from sponsors and adsetiiseis m 
1985-86 would even cioss the Rs 60 
crore mark There will be no looking 
back for Doordarshan ctftei th n 
According to Dooidarshan officials, 
considering the piesent latt struc 
ture, a sponsoi b\ advertising on the 
national network was reaching a 
target audience of 75 pet cent of the 
population A sponsoi is al'owed two 
minutes of free advertising time ir a 
25 minute progiamme on television 
If the same free time was convened 
into 10 second spots at the existing 
i ate, the advertisci wou Id spend ov 11 
Rs three lakhs Instead the lime was 
being offered to the sponsoi loi Rs 
85,000 which is a “pitlame acioid 
mg to Mr Gill Add ti thisthecost if 
pioducmg a serial (while Hum lofi 
costs Rs 65,000 per episode Khan 
daan has a production cost of about 
Rs 90,000 and 1 e/i Jo ha iindam Rs 
1 5 lakhsperepisode) and ,hc sponsor 
still gets a good deal 

Even it the escalation ol tanf< has 
not taken the adv ci tiseis bv surpi ise 
the percentage of inciease has cci 
tainly caught the ii offguard With 
the proposed rates, the cost of spon 
soring a 25 minute programme with 
the two minute disallowance has dou 
bled to Rs 70,000 The cost of spon 
soring a 15 minute programme with 
60 seconds of ftee advertising time 
has increased fiom Rs 21,000 to Rs 
40,000 Even the price foi commer 
cial spots ha, inv.reased by n< uly 
one and a h ilf'imes For a 10 second 


spot, the rdvertisc'' would tie soon I 
paying Rs 45,000 insi" id A th< c ii | 
iiei rate of Rs 10 000 Simiiltaiit ous 
ly, with tin leviscd laie for uidigc 
nous programmes fb» it. is t mOisi in 
tidl incieasc in tin price Dooidii 
shan will charge •ponsois lor pro) 
rammes like Hen s / ucv and i>oin 
These programme' ran be due illy 
impoitedby alniO't doubling th* rati 
Irom Rs 1,10,000 to Rs 2 00 000 ' 
Doordarshan has stated that import | 
mg serials will not be entiiurae**d i 
and foreign prodiictiiins like An wu i 
being sttvec/-' and It JHii/ister 
twhic h o 'hcii'lv tc lit tiltvi td ' 
again) can only he hi uf hi olt the , 
shelf tiom Dooraaishan 

Doordarshan officials maintain 1 
that m spite of the ic' ision of ta.itf, I 
advertising on television will lemam | 
a‘viable ikctnativc to aclvt rltsmg | 
thiough the print media anti on I 
radio Saul ID Bavcia, additional I 
direi tor general Doordaishan ‘If 
you considc I the riang cost*- ot pro 
ductioii, what wc ait chaigmg adver 
tiseis IS peanut Suite t ui latis 
weie among the lowest m ctimpan 
son to otiiei iroadcast agent les, vvt 
had ro pldct out commcicial ,ervi((' 
on a sound footing 1 ven with the I 
new rates, we die giving theintsptm ' 
sois) two minutes for 
At the rate of Rs 

this would cost thenir lakhs ^ 

Who then is the henefi^ldtS lu Jl^r 
dai ,h m’s scheme oW tliing^§^» 


gardless d t‘ 
move b, I ji 
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flurry of activity m advertumg cir 
cles Small-time TV advertisers are 
worried that they would be wiped 
out The new rates, it is said, will 
enable the big names m the televi 
sion commercial game like Godrej, 
Vimal, Richardson and Hmdustan, 
Food Specialities Limited and Hin 


dustan Lever, all of whom have mul 
ti-crore TV advertising budgets, 
to survive the new rate 
onslaught Advertisers are deman 
ding to know that if Doordarshan add 
Its director general H C Khanna 
were always insisting that they were 
not “selling time,” why then this 


All for Rajani 


T hat Rajani has finally arrived 
and has replaced even the most 
celebrated serial on television. 
Hum Log, was obvious from the 
latest Da Cunha hoardings of Amul 
butter up in the capital “What is 
yeUow on the top and all for Ra 
jam’” reads the copy on the 
brightly displayed hoarding which 
shows a caricature of Rajani, hold 
ing up a slice of bread and butter 
The message is up for all to see The 
identification of Rajani, the angry 
young housewife of the Sunday 
morning TV serial fame with view 
ers and consumers is complete The 
serial has caused excitement, stir 
red up controversy and simply 
made people love the wife next 
door per- lalitv of Rajani, played 
by Maratl stage acu css Priya Ten 
dulkar, whc <■ ngle handedl / fights 
the odds of a mundane domestic 
existence 

If Doordarshan's own production. 
Hum Log based on a Mexican soap 
opera broke the ice for commercial 
sponsors, Rajani has established 
the rule of the new breed of televi 
Sion entertainers who portray the 
ordinary person So great was the 
influence of Hum Log that protes 
tors had turned up at the house of 
Seema Bhargava, who plays 

Badki demanding that she be 
reunited with her fiance Badki 
even received threatening letters 
from viewers who claimed they 
would kill her because she had 
defied Indian traditions and cul 
ture After more than 100 episodes 
of Hum I og. Its popularity declined 
and the serial was believed to have 
become a slapstick lhat is when 
Rauini stepped in The response to 
Rajani lukf warm at first picked 
up giadually aid today the serial 
produiid by Basu ( hatterjee has 
reached the coveted top of the 
charts position 

The impact that the idiosyncra 
cies of Rajani have had on televi 
Sion was evident in the recent de 
monstration by taxi drivers and the 
association of gas agency owners in 
Bombay Both had faced the brunt 



A ttm froa Rajani popelar 

of wrath on the television scieen 
Fven as Rajani was emerging as the 
darling of TV viewers over lOOO 
taxi drivers marched to the Bom 
bay Doordarshan, and demanded 
an apologv for the unjustified por 
trayal of taxi di ivers in ont of the 
Rajani episodes Even Pn\a len 
dulkar was not spared by the taxi 
drivers Result her fathei Viiay 
Tendulkar itquestedhei to disc on 
tinue acting in the serial which had 
elicited such a lesponst from 
viewers 

In spite of all this Rajani has 
emerged as a national figure 
Though the serial is btmg torn to 
shreds bv some critics Rajani will 
continue The s« rial pioduced bv 
Miidia ( ommunu itu n foi (lodrej 
is of- f th '■ w f b j i\tn ail 
-xtens 01 iS-i be i vfistd point 
chart of Dooidai-han was 
announced Though Rajani has 
been cleared for 26 episodes, there 
are indications that the show will 
go on for 52 episodes or even more 
Rajani sells not because she is 
perfect and incomparable but be 
cause she is imperfect and a mirror 
image of the Indian housewife 


steep price hike’ 

It IS beheved that once the new 
tariff structure is implemented! 
advertisers could reconsider their 
budgetary allocations m favour of 
the print media and reconsider their 
media options against the continuing 
commercial viability of advertising 
on television Said Ashok Rama, 
chief executive of Independent Tele¬ 
vision which IS CO sponsoring a 26- 
episode series, India 2001 to be tele¬ 
cast from October this year “We 
knew the hike would come, but we 
never imagined it could be so high 
By doubling its rates, Doordarshan 
will cut out the TV budgets of small 
advertisers However, this does not 
mean there will be no sponsors The 
television commercial eia is heie for 
good ” In the opinion of P V 
Naravanmurthy, media director, 
OBM, the long term effects of this 
change would be obvious only on the 
number of (ommeicial spots aired 
“Despite the new rates, advertising 
on TV IS still a good buy The boom 
will continue for manv nioie years 
till It no longei remains a novelty ” 
Otheis pointed out that it was ob 
vious th It Dooidaishan was in 
teiest* d oiih in larger commercial 
revenue simt it had uniealistically 
levised its lates at i time when 
media planning of most large adver 
Using agencies and clients had been 
completed Complained one produc 
er whose programme is scheduled to 
be aired from September this year 
“Dooidarshan expects us to pay 
accoiding to the new rates in spite of 
the fact that our contract was signed 
before the new late structure was 
even decided How are wt to explain 
to our clients that then TV budget 
has sudde nly shot up by more than 
Rs SIX lakhs foi the 13 episode con 
tract that wt signed with Doordar 
shan’ ’ 

D ooi ciai shan and its top bosses at 
the ministiv of information and 
broadcasting obviously did not have 
the convenience of advertisers in 
mind when it announced the hike If 
the pit sent tiend continues, then 
Dooidaishan will not onlv continue 
to cash in on the commeicial TV 
(I art It IS also going to accelerate its 
I money spinning sprtt According to 
unofficial estimates, if Dooidarshan 
IS hoping to be i ither by Rs 60 crores 
by the end of next year, by the turn 
of the decade, the annual turnover 
from commercial TV is expected to 
fetch Doordarshan a whopping Rs 
200 crores A pointer towards such a 
target was made by V N Gadgil, 
minister of state foi information and 
bioadcasting, while addressing a 
meeting of the Advertising Club in 
Bombay recently Gadgil had dunng 
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mtemoy SAiSBlJi «Awi' rtfattd' 
-#0 M ''Afjr Donnituii^* gor &i 
' '^amtutomad the bdthfg ho* 
ihate •« El Oiiredo iSair E^a^ fSm- 
'';iaulkare The man bidimd ihe 
-^IMcu/Kf «»cce» fi/Hum Log, Mr (^iS 
Awanbd the Padma Bhudaaji 
;>#(r the pace with which he set ifja 
t^$pw-pew9red TV transmittari 
^Mvmighout the couatty. Excerpts 
' hfom an Interview wim Svhoay; 

Q ; Is it tree that from I November 
Doordarshan is going to in- 
creese iu tariff rates for sponsored 
protp-ammes by 100 per cent? 

A: That is true only in the case Of 
the readymade sponsored program* 
mes. for the rest we are enhancing 
lha rates by 20 per cent or 30 per 
ONK. 

, Oj And the 100 per cent increase 

ki We now charge Rs 35,000 for 
iabfni e ^ponaoreo programme for 
'Ifft wnutes. It costs Ae sponsor 
100,000 to make the prog- 
njittw and With the tariff it comes 
1 A 5 . 000 . From November wa 
Rs 70 , 000 , whi^ aaeans 
it wffl now cost the sponsmr Rs 
»Ihat does not amount to a 
Iw per cent failbs- 
>V#Rat E» 70,000 if the double of 

':Ssa' l&000> 

have to look at die totri 
Of .the-'oretramme. 
I 2 oerdai«baii is new netting Sa 
'-^irtWw es revenue from advertin' 
iil^ittiiepivfeeiedfiptrefar 
yevaiacejmir revenue is 
^iiii^d^iBereaatttf by lamps and 


Rs €0 crores. We have 
..i eli b^a the-imeae oftelevlgon.. 

Bka ile^^eshan became a 
Aaod cAortf, tMting money 
(dpasthe rich to give to the poor— 
fml tite haves to the have-nots? 
[.jJk-Vfhat we take from the haves 
li;'|u«c a free bite... What is Rs 40 
ptneaput of lakhs of crores-Mhese 
s hotttos would spend ^ 
in any case. Tb» ate ttot 
.IKmddtMis to 




-■the haidtmdf \.'S. ■' .\W4''*orhiilSM ■ '■■ ■ .' 'i 

. Ai Televisiett 

$ee8MMtims'4timiSAngm-W4 

win Mve about lb 7 :ero)m te inde* .. Ai-^lfe*, ^ A plesevate buiinesi 
'Pendent,,,' 'h:«e'plot .(d-idm-ob^ 


Em what about Jfoeedarabim’s 
own productions? Could the. edh^'' 
tiBement revenue hot dh eoaMhSj^ 
■0 improve their euaHty?: 

A: You forget 

goes as commission to die. aUtikabl 
tisement agmicies.M 0 ut of dm^dO 
crores, six chores goes to dbwtt. ' 
Q: Doordersban is .going la 4er 
sponsored progremau* la a,big 
way/ Are not yom own prddaoers 
and professionals becoming reduit- 
dent? It seems chat someprodtusm 
have left and o0ers era aheut to 
leave Doordarshan. 

A: I don't think ai^ produceta 
have left, they might imve been 
suspended. Some M the Rominiy, 
producers were transferred Im- 
cause they were doing private work 
and using die imme of Doodtardam 
to boy stanu. 

Q: Earlier, you had'add dtot 
fponaokied pivanmmes had ,a$hdlg- 
^evitiott bright. Has it net baoaau,, 
a Ifftia too hnjght? . ' 

A: It is a Question of adjusting 'dm. 
luminosity. When I Heat eama.Ao 
dlls ministry, a Junior minister tc^ 
me that teie^sion was Jbst a pipce 
of furniture. Now be says diit he 
cannot withdrew his chiloreo snmw. 


- - Ai'^^fysA wi' A pteeArate 'biisinesi'', 
ma'.wdi,'njsa ftw ptet .<ri-idie-obws;-’ 
btdledn d we find it vduable, 

far wouldyougo es'/artw ; 
tamammy Mr eeaemmed? 
'\',;AA«'weS'tpi|toafibb.iadeptoi* ^ 
.dent, toftotoadve reporting to die 

aaidott W ueiicxuncd-Mdiprr <d 
tmcttBdng !iereq>onsible. 

Arv'atty okemples of this to be, ; 
8 H«A ib toe' programming? 

.As Ooordarsbui has done a series 
«Q corrupdion, which toiows how ‘ 
pecpje accept bribat in 'vuious 
stjganisationa—die tricks they are 
upw.' 

Q: Which, orgaatiatiena? 

'At iSustomi^. pohce. tidephonei, 
ipbtHne'tax. mtwayi and road 
’^trmu^port. Delhi Deorderdian is; 
dahig some of them end some are 
bs^lM ^tme l^ iCsmlBshweF in Bom*' 
bay; .IbfW wi^ be halfdwur epi* 
’todtob|'lb'btoseiift widdti« mon^. 
0 ' M-i-mddnebit wMbe ao a troveiti i 


'We: wuit 'to" caite' 
Itiito itiiMfideace, we do net. 
Wi^Vw bipfh. thtdi under the 


^Doordersben bes bheoaM-^kh, 
but you stiff, do not hove dadSfit 
studios. ■ '' 

A: That Is true, there toe 
regulto television stodiot, We jjw 
have ordinety roona vihhdi mad' 
been given;S(Hindtreetntoiit..yhpte 
ere four improvlild studies .«m 
soon there will be e fifth one. Rht 
our tdlevision complex is eondng up 
in Mandl House. 

Q; To get back to the question of 
Doordartitan staff. WiU you not 
tram tnote pee^e in Doordarshan 
itself? Doesn’t Doordtavban need to. 
hire ,mMe producers? 

y Ail IM,dmi!thd-fadf 


' j^ The reaffsetioa that the eudi- 
. ddature.*. 

Al'TheAudieitest'^iives never imma* 
'''^■'dabi. imh'MfMMmd. What n re* 
'''';hi|»afs|''^ 4 .'niwd'iiodsdly relevent - 


’"pdf'- ■'W'mem'yddtch of ihe repast 
tim0-0 toe'^ummc hffalrs j^og- 
top' >--'img^Mdke0ti»'tysemaMaidA- 
pte':.cbe Rnfme hffnisoar? 
im . - A: Janvani is the Prime Min^ '. 
But ter’s Idea. He watdhes-it eagerly. It 

: up was uso his ides to invite Journal¬ 
ists to quesdon ministers. The 
10 / general public is not always so 
nor welLinfermed. 
ton ’Q; Some of the serials are very 
Ito. 'pnto in aaaiity. What ere the steps 

.. ....\hdhsg‘ukea to improve your prog. 

... pKigwmi* ■' 


















the meeting reiterated the 
tremendous potential of television as 
a revenue-earner and asserted the 
hold that the idiot box has over the 
consumer market Coincidentally, it 
was at the same venue in November 
1980 that the then minister for in¬ 
formation and broadcasting, Vasant 
Sathe, had been requested to allow 
Doordarshan to open its vistas to 
private parties “Doordarshan would 
do Itself, the sponsors and its captive 
audience a lot of good by allowing 
talent to filter in where talent had so 
far been dissuaded,” representatives 
of the ad club told him 

Smce 1976, when the first commer¬ 
cial spot was aired and since 19B0 

I when the earliest sponsors entered 
the scene, Doordarshan has under¬ 
gone a change from being called a 
revenue guzzler, it has now become a 
revenue grabber With the power 
that Doordarshan has over both the 
viewers and advertisers, where does 
it leave both^ Detractors of the sell- 
through the screen principle point 
out that in the years since television 
went commercial, it is the consumers 
who base become the hapless Victims 
of price inflation a natural off-shoot 
of expanded advertising budgets and 
high TV tariffs As tar as the sponsors 
themselves are concerned, the mam 
grouse, and a valid one at that, is that 
regardless of the high price they are 
paying! to advertise their products in 
between serials or imported prog- 
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rammes, Doordarshan does not give 
them a guarantee of programme 
scheduling or fixed time slots 1 here 
have been a number of occasions 
where Doordarshan has exposed its 
slipshod selection criterion much to 
the chagrin of the sponsor who has 
spent precious advertising revenue 
on the programipe Even today Door 
darshan does not give any assurance 
to its advertisers that after clearing 
pilots of a serial on the production ot 
which lakhs of rupees have been 
spent, they will be aired till the 
completion of the contract it has 
signed with them 
There have been vocal protests 
about Doordarshan’s haphazard 
selection policy, or the complete lack 
of It Murmunngs of resentment 
were first heard when Mashoor Mah 
al produced by Lintas Advertising 
was discontinued by Doordarshan in 
spite of the programme having a 
favourable audience response Theie 
have been allegations of discnmina 
non every tune a programme which 
IS high on the popularity charts 
{Show Theme, Idhar Udhar, It\ a 
Woman’s World) were taken oft, 
usually without warning All this 
when Doordarshan's own production 
Hum Log which completed us 100th 
episode in May this year, is showing 
no signs of ending despite the steady 
decline ut its popularity Even at the 
juncture When fresh tariffs have 
been introduced and new program 
mea aimtMuiced (Basanti, Bante 
'‘ ft" ' . ’)” "’ '' " '*'*'*' ** '' * * ' * . . . ' ■ . (**■• " * . . . 
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Sigat ft* Dckho Magar Fyar Se, Bibt 
Sativon Wall) Dooidarshan has 
failed to come up with a selection 
polity With limited viewing slots 
and sponsois clamouring tor more, 
Doordarshan ha, not as yet been able 
to safeguard the interests of advertis¬ 
ers who are pumping lakhs of rupees 
into the tommercidl television pipe¬ 
line Theie has been a change in the 
new guidelines which have been 
issued Instead of ensuring a fixed 
run ot programmes which have been ' 
cleared Dooidarshan has reserved 
foi itself the decision to continue a 
programme oi pull it off The docu¬ 
ment tlearlv say s “Doordarshan will 
retain the light to leiect any episode 
or episodes even after commence 
ment of a senes in case u is felt that 
the qualirv of such an episode is not 
upto the mark decision of Door 
darshan will be final ” 

Doordaishan will continue to fire 
the salvos because of the ^voracious 
appetite it whipped up foi commer 
cial television in the country Accord¬ 
ing to Doordarshan’s controller of 
programmes whatevet be the rate 
struituie, advertising on television 
will be “cost effective” because of 
the impact of TV on viewers At 
present, Doordarshan has ensured a 
programme bonanza for viewers ft 
now has to decide what u Wants 'dh 
the screen first, not what it does not 
want 

ff All Sarin, New OetM ^ , f 
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The PM’s Letter to Doordarshan 


D o Prime Ministers write to their 
ministers'’ Jawahailal Nehru 
often did So did Mrs Gandhi And 
Rajiv Gandhi has continued this 
tradition which formed part of the 
legacy of the British But there is a 
difference Such letters of chastise 
ment, as the one which union minis 
ter for information and broadcast 
ing, V N Gadgil received on 22 
July, were not usually released to 
the press On 7 August, the two 
news agencies, PTI and UNI were 
called to the PM’s office in South 
Block and briefed about the letter, 
which appeared almost verbatim in 
the newspapers the following day 
In this letter—which the Pnme 
Minister began with a reference to 
discussions held with the minister 
on the subject—Rajis Gandhi had 
asked the information minister to 
tone up the news and features prog 
rammes of Doordarshan He also 
criticised the image building exer 
cise of himself and his ministers on 
the small screen 
Mr Gandhi has recently been rc 
viewing the work of seieral minis 
tries He has had a round of meet 
mgs with secretaries of vaiious 
ministeis an exercise which is in 
Itself somewhat unpiecedented 
The letter, which has ended up 
becoming an open lettei from the 
Prime Minister to the nation, might 
have been a meie fallout fiom the 
exercise of cleaning up the Augean 
stables, the pioprietv of which was 
questioned by Janata Paitv leadci 
Madhu Dandavatc in Parliament 
on the day aftei the contents of the 
letter were published in the news 
papers 

Doordarshan probably came in 
for some spei lal attention from the 
Prime Ministei for several i easons 
One could be the senes of articles 
and cartoons which have recentlv 
appeared in the press about the 
Prime Minister’s supposed instruc 
tions on the proper attire of TV 
newsreaders Ties and coats sud 
denly appeared on the screen and 
one of the newspapers even christ 
ened Doordarshan “ Tandoordar 
sfian” because of the shirts and ties 
during the stifling weather 
Apparently all the Prime Mims 
ter had said was that Doordarshan 
staff appearing on television or 
those in teams going abroad should 
be properly attired Uniforms, as 
the “letter” says, were not pre 
scribed for Doordarshan staff But 


Doordarshan itself had made some 
changes in the appaiei of tlicii 
newsieaders on leteiving letteis 
from viewers One such Utui was 
from Miinalini Saiabhai who had 
complained about the plunging 
neckline of some of the newsread 
ers Othet people had complained 
about eat rings which jangled and 
moved a bit too much while Door 
darshan presenters moved the it 
heads “He wanted to bring back 
our oriental grace to television 
Said a Doordaishan official 


dom and functional autonomy were 
issues of increasing concern among 
the staff of Doordarshan, many of 
whom wen of the opinion that 
television was being hi tacked to 
Bombay 

^ftei the contents of the Prime 
Minisior s letter weie published, 
the I e was a >igh of lelief among the 
pioduciis and staff The TV prog 
lamnu ptodutcis’guild desciibed 
the I'limc Ministn s icmaiks as 
most (andid incl f ictiial It was 
ten IS a viitoiv il the luwsioom 


%; 



- 


The other reason lor the Prime 
Minister’s lettei becoming public 
knowledge might be due to the fac t 
ihat for quite sc me time, Dootdnr 
shall had been in a crisis ovet its 
I ole and functions Disgruntkmeni 
was palpable in the corridors of 
Akasnvani Kendra and Mandi 
House over the issue that the pro 
d icers felt they had no say in the 
kind of programmes being pro 
duced and yet they were blamed for 
poor results Lack of editorial fiee 


hovs ovti the buicaucKils and 
pel haps a a step towaids the 
loose iiing o' tontiol of the miiustrv 
of informal ion and broadcasting 
o\ < I Dooi ilai shall Said Uooi dai 
shall directoi gi neral flarish Khan 
na I am delighted to know the 
views of the Prime Minister and as 
fai as I am conctint'd this will 
become the credo ol television The 
Piime Minister lecogiuses the 
quintessence of good television ’ 
Madhu Mn, Naw Dadd 
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special REPORT 

Saitjay Singh, 
Minister Extraordinary 

The MLA from Amethi, Dr Sanjay Singh who created history during the 
Assembly elections by his unusually high margin of victory, which 
exceeded Rajiv Gandhi's margin in the Lok Sabha poll, has created another 
record. Since 1982 while being a minister, he has been holding a post in 
which he has technically been serving under a subordinate officer of the 
UP y overnment. Nirmal Mitra reports. 


A n uproar in ihe Uttar 
Pradesh Legislative Assem¬ 
bly over a question of consti¬ 
tutional propriety involving 
the transport minister Dr Sanjay 
Singh has embarrassed the Narain 
Dutt Tiwari government no end Dr 
Sanjay Singh fhe did his doctorate in 
Hindi literature recently) has for the 
last four years been holding an office 
of profit—the chairmanship of a 
dairy cooperative—which entitles 
him to a Contessa car . , ^, , ,, 

and an airconditioned 
guest house, in addition ‘ 

to the facilities he en- , 

joys as a cabinet minis- , 
ter. A spirited opposi- 
tion led by the Janata 
Party member from j, _ 
Karchhana (Allaha¬ 
bad), Reoti Raman 
Singh has demanded - 

his resignation on the ■ 

issue. The chief Vvi-. 
minister’s reply in 
the legislative debate 
remain.s singularly un- 
convincing. This is for if 
the second time in four 
months that Dr Singh is ’'.'if•' 

the centre of a con- 
troversy. His record- 
shattering victory in 
the As.sembly election 
from Amethi bv a mar 
gin of 1.22,000 votes ■ •' j 

had raised many eyeb- p; 
rows because it ex ff-; 
feedfd Rajiv Candhi’s k ■' 
maigiii ol victory in the ; 
p a r 11 a m e n t a I V poll j 
from the Amethi assem- | 
bly segment. The above i 
90 per cent voters’ turn- | 
out had made the | 

opposition allege that , 

Sanjay Singh had rig- • 

ged the elections. No , -j. 

one doubted his ability '—._ 

to win the seat; Dr .Sanjay 


Ifi;: : 


apparently in a bid to create a re¬ 
cord, more votes had been cast than 
the usual turnout in the elections. 

On 2 August, the leader of the 
Janata Legislature Paity, Reoti Ra¬ 
man Singh, pointed out in the Assem¬ 
bly that Dr Singh’s appointment as 
chairman of the UP Pradeshik Coop¬ 
erative Dairy Federation (PCDF) in 
1982 (when he was the minister in 
charge of animal husbandry) was in 
complete violation of the rules and 











Dr .Sanjay Singh; record performance 


statutes of the state Legislature. The 
rules require the nunister to take 
prior sanction of the speaker before 
taking up any other assignment. The 
Janata member also said that there 
was a technical anomaly involved: Dr 
Singh, who is a cabinet rank minister 
of the state government, in his capac¬ 
ity as the PCDF chairman was work¬ 
ing under the registrar of societies, 
an executive officer of the govern i 
ment. Quoting extensively from the ^ 

__ Indian Societies’ Act, 

I'eoti Ran. in Singh 
1 i,,id that Dr S.ngh had 
{ bi ought down tne digni- 
i ty of the Housi. and 
\ I his status as a mem- 

ocr of the Legislature 
' ‘ . and a minister, The 
prestige of all c .ner 
MLAs in relation to the 
, ; executive, Reoti Ra¬ 

man Singh said, had 
•. been lowered. ‘ 

.; The debate called in 
'-.y';, , question Dr Singh’s 
. f membership of the Leg- 
//f • islative Assembly. The 
i;' opposition’s arguments 
centred around two 
? points: first, that the 
S ttiiiiister by his own 
admission, was en- 
'. yt-li joying aaditional facili- 

ties, and second, that 
y TtVS he had not sought the 
• ' 'll clearance of the speak- 

I '- er before accepting the 
other office. 

HH Elaborating on his 
charge, Reoti Raman 
Singh told this corres- 
pondent: “The question 
is whether a minister 
can hold the post of 
|H| chairman of a coopera- 
tive, which means 
being appointed an 
officer of that coopera¬ 
tive. The appointing pu- 
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tbority IS the registrar, cooperative 
societies, Uttar Pradesh ” Dr Sanjay 
Sangh IS alleged to have actually got 
himself appointed chairman of the 
PCDF by influencing the registrar of 
cooperative societies in 1982, when 
he was minister of state for animal 
husbandry and forests The registrar 
has since changed, and Dr Singh has 
continued to hold the post Although 
he does not draw a salary as PCDF 
chairman, Dr Singh does make exten 
sive use of PCDFfacihties A Contes 
sa car is constantly found parked 
outside his ministerial bungalow on 
Vikramaditya Marg, Lucknow The 
transport minister also liberally uses 
the PCDF guest house, a bungalow in 
a post Lucknow colony, Mahanagar 
As per the sixth edition of the UP 
Vidhan Sabha Speaker’s Rulings 
(page 19, para 67), whenever a mem 
ber belonging to any of the legisla 
tive wings IS to be appointed chan 
man or a member of a committee he 
has to take prioi permission of the 
speaker If he is not given permission 
by the speaker, he cannot become 
the chairman or member of anv such 
committee under the government 

S anjay Singh being the PCDF 
chairman has created othei 
problems as well While being the 
transport minister, he is also the 
chairman in the animal husbandry 
department He is thus working 
under the present minister for anim 
al husbandry, Mrs Benibai A very 
peculiar situation therefoie has 
arisen No work is being done in the 
animal husbandry departnunt 
The officers are confused as to win 
they should obey, the PCDF chan 
man or the animal husbandly minis 
ter (Mrs Benibai too has cabinet 
rank) 

Chief minister Narain Dutt fiwat 
I’s reply was far fiom satisfactory 
“The respected member has raised a 
question of propriety On the face of 
It, the question appears serious and 
controversial But if we probe the 
matter, it does not seem as difficult 
or sensitive as it has been made out 
to be When this dairy federation 
was first set up, I had the pleasure of 
placing a brick on its foundation, 
back in 1962, in Allahabad A prom 
uient leader of Allahabad who was 
associated with the cooperative 
movement, Sn Maingala Prasadji 
was the founder chairman and 1 had 
the pleasure of being vice chairman 
of the board I served in the dairy 
federation for three or four years 
There is no secret provision that a 
minister cannot become chairman 
I In many places the ministers are 
chairmen of different committees 
There is no unconstitutionality in 





N D Tiwari will the guilty br asked to stand up' 


Sondtiwi Shankar 


volved This decision (to appoint 
San lay Singh chairman of PCD!) 
was taken in the inti rest of the milk 
fcd( lation ’ 

I he chief ministti added that Di 
Singh was appointed PCDh chan 
I man when he was minister of slat' 

I toi animal husbandry and forests 
that he was best suited for tht post 
because of his technical knowledge 
personal inurest and political ex 
perience The milk production in the 
state under ‘Operation 1 lood’ during 
his chairmanship of the fedeiation 
had gone up by thicc and a half lakh 
lities Aiiothci reason Mr Tiwaii 
gave for keeping Di Singh on the 
federation was ‘ continuity 

Not convinced Kavindia Natn 
Tiwari of the Janata said Iht 
Salariis Eniolunient, and lacilties 
Rules, 1981 clearly mention the faci 
lines that a ramistei is entitled to (a 
minister gets a salat v ol Rs 1 SOO per 
month a bungalow and an official 
tar) Section 10 of the rule.s states A 
minister during the teim fot which 
he IS getting his emoluments can 
neithei accept anythnu else nor is 
he entitled to take par in any busi 
ness transaction otliei than his miti 
isterial emoluments The purpose of 
this rule was to >ee that a minister 
does not eomi under any external 
1 ifluencc ot git 1 so that his loyalty 
v/as assured If ^ny ministei accepts 
anything other than his salary as a 
minister that would be treated as an 
office of profit 1 would like to know 
tl at since we are not entitled to 
become chairmen or members of any 
cooperative society without the per 
mission of the speaker has the 
minister taken permission from you 
(to Speaker)* Doe*' the chief minis 
ter have no regard for the conven 


tion’ Why does he want to break the 
convention ■*’ 

During the debate Dt Siniay 
Singh made a feedlc ittempt to dt 
fend himself The bungalow and cat 
are not my petsonal property It is 
the PC 1)1 guest lioust which is used 
by me and other oflicials who accom 
p.iny me on inspection tours he 
said The chief ministers u plv did 
not satisfy tht opposition either But 
the chair let the matter pass bv 
saving that tht tieasniy benches 
could not be tompt lied to reply on 
this matter 

The speakei of tht Assembly Nta^ 
Hasan who was not in the House 
when these exchanges took place is 
himself no str ingcr to tlu niat tice of 
holding honor ary posts NiarHrsan 
IS him>clf 1 member of the Alpa 
Sankhyak Vitya Vikas Nigam 
(Minoitties 1 inanee and Develop 
ment Corporation) a post whtth 
does not unlike Dr Singh s \enture, 
involve idditional faeilities 

Sanjay Singh is an extiaoidinary 
politician His lamtiy is not new to 
politics fins father, Rananjay Singh, 
the erstwhilt Raja of Amethi was the 
MLA fiom Amt thi earlier) He shot 
into prominent ( duiing the tmtigen 
cy when Sanjay C.andhi those 
Amethi IS 1 IS paihamtntaiy consti 
tuoncy Bt tween 1977 and 1980, 
along with Akbar Ahmtd Dumpy’ 
Saiiiay Singh was the closest political 
colleague ot Sanjay Gandhi He did 
not follow Menaka Gandhi like 
Dumpy did after Saniav Gandhi s 
death Slowly he became Rajiv Gan 
dhi s confidant Today he is a cabinet 
mmisttt whom thief minister ND 
Tiwan cannot touch even if he 
wishes to 
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Farooq Abdullah Meets 
Triend’ Rajiv Gandhi 


WiJ] democracy be restored in Kashmir now? 


y y ■ have regained my lost 
■ B I friend,” announced the 
■ National Conference lead- 
H er. Dr Farooq Abdullah, at 
a rally in Srinagar on 10 August. The 
meeting in the Iqbal Park had been 
organised to mark the anniversary of 
the dismissal of the Sheikh Abdullah 
government (and the detention of 
the Sher-e-Kashmir) by the Jawahar- 
lal Nehru government in IS-SB. 
Farooq Abdullah had met Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in New Delhi 
on 8 August The two were good 
friends on the personal level till they 
differed politically over the distribu¬ 
tion of tickets between the National 
Conference and the Congress(I) on 
the eve of the 1983 state Assembly 
elections in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Rajiv Gandhi, then a Congress gener¬ 
al secretary, had led the party’s team 
in the negotiations which failed. Af¬ 
ter that, the relations between the 
two went sour. Between mid-1983 
and 8 August, the two friends did not 



meet. The election victory of Farooq 
Abdullah was attributed to “rigging” 
by Rajiv Gandhi’s party. On the day 
of Id last year, Rajiv Gandhi’s party 
helped the defectors from Farooq 
Abdullah’s party, led by Abdulah’s 
brother-in-law, Ghulam Mohammad 
Shah, to pull down the democratical¬ 
ly-elected government in the state. A 
minority government of defectors 
has been ruling Jammu and Kashmir 
with legislative support from the 
Congress(I) MLAs since then. In this 
background, when Farooq Abdullah 
announced after meeting Rajiv Can- 
'dhi that “I am happy now for I have 
rejoined my lost friend,” it was no 
political rhetoric. No announcement 
has come from Rajiv Gandhi’s side so 
far, but judging by the tone of 
Farooq Abdullah’s statements, the 
hatchet seems to have been buried. 

The fact that Farooq Abdullah was 
keen to mend his fences with Rajiv 
Gandhi had become clear from his 
speeches made at Shopian and Bad- 
gam a week before he went to the 
capital to meet the Prime Minister. 
The ties between the Congress(I) in 
Jammu and Kashmir and the Nation¬ 
al Conference (Khalida) have been 
strained in the past few months. The 
government of G.M.Shah has been 
better known for its corruption than 
for efficiency. The meeting between 
Rajiv Gandhi and Farooq Abdullah 


in fact took place a day before 
G.M.Shah and his wife Khalida 
(elder sister of Dr Abdullah) left for 
Haj pilgrimage. While Farooq Abdul¬ 
lah has gone back to Srinagar to 
triumphantly announce that he and 
Rajiv Gandhi have settled their 
I differences, the National Conference 
i (Khalida) finds itself helpless, its 
president and the chief minister hav¬ 
ing flown to Saudi Arabia for the 
pilgrimage. 

“Our future relationship will be 
built on trust,” thundered Dr Farooq 
Abdullah at the Iqbal Park meeting. 
August 10 is observed as the “black 
day” by his party. That such an 
announcement should come on the 
“black day” is significant. He de¬ 
scribed Rajiv Gandhi as the “dyna¬ 
mic" Prime Minister and said that an 
amicable settlement on the state’s 
political problems would be reached. 

The patch-up moves of Farooq 
Abdullah have been criticised by his 
allies m the state, Mirwair Maulvi 
Farooq of the Awami Action Commit¬ 
tee and Abdul Ghani Lone of the 
People’s Conference. Dr Abdullah 
used the Iqbal Park rally to answer 
his critics. “I will prefer to die than 
to sell your honour,” he said amidst 
thunderous applause. He said that 
the National Conference could easily 
have had recourse to a violent 
agitation for restoration of democra- 


A ? 



Farooq Abdullah: 
bonhomie again? 
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cy in the state. But that would have 
I created further problems and the 
state’s economy, which already was 
in a shambles due to G.M.Shah’s 
misrule, wpuld have suffered furth¬ 
er. “This is why I preferred to seek a 
solution through peaceful means and 
urged my opposition colleagues (Mir- 
waiz and Lone) not to stress for an 
agitation,’’ Dr Abdullah said. 

Dr Abdullah has described his 
meeting with the Prime Minister as 
the “first step towards the restora¬ 
tion of political stability in Jammu 
and Kashmir,’’ Apparently the Prime 
Minister has assured him that the 
days of the G.M.Shah regime are 
numbered. Now the options will be 
three-fold: the imposition of Gov¬ 
ernor’s Rule (under the state’s Con¬ 
stitution, President’s Rule in Jammu 
and Kashmir is known as Governor’s 
Rule); installation of a Farooq 
1 Abdullah ministry either by en- 
! gineering defections from the party 
led by Khalida Shah (and there are 
1 willing defectors on the other side); 
or holding fresh elections in the 
state. Dr Farooq Abdullah is known 
to favour elections. If all goes well, 
September or October could well see 
elections in the most picturesque i 
state of the Indian union. j 

T he Congress(I)’.s stand is still I 
not clear. Officially, it will con¬ 
tinue to support the Shah ministry 
but the high command’s repeated 
discussions with Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir Congress(I) leaders prove that 
the party’s Kashmir policy had j 
undergone a change. While CM G. 
M. Shah and Farooq Abdullah took 
I turns to come to Delhi and meet 
the central leaders, Mufti Moham¬ 
med Sayeed, the Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir Congress(l) president,who cam¬ 
ped in Jammu and Kashmir House, 
is keeping a close watch and even 
advising the high command on new 
developments. 

A dominant role, in the behind- 
the-scenesactivities, is being play¬ 
ed by Begum Akbar Jahan, 
Farooq’s mother and Sheikh 
Abdullah’s widow. It is believed 
that the Begum is more keen on 
“normalising relations’’ in the 
family. Ever since G. M. Shah has 
began feeling uncertain about his 
position, his wife Khalida has been 
trying to mend fences with her 
mother and brother, Farooq Abdul¬ 
lah. She has met. among others, her 
sister Suraiya (who sided with 
Farooq when the family split) and 
brother, Tariq Abdullah. Accord¬ 
ing to people close to Farooq 
Abdullah, the Begum has agreed to 
normalise relations with her 
daughter’s family provided Farooq 
Abdullah is accepted as the unchal- 


G.M. Shah: arc his dais numbered? 


lenged leader of the National Con¬ 
ference, but Farooq him.self is 
against any settlement with G. M. 
Shah because he does not regard it 
as a family battle and is even 
against shaking hands with G. M. 
Shah. Now that he has met Rajiv 
Gandhi, he would be even more 
determined not to mend fences 
with G. M. Shah politically. Any 
alignment with him at this stage, 
feel his advisers, would be political 
hara-kiri for Farooq as he has been 
opposing the G. M. Shah govern¬ 
ment all along. 

But if the Congress(I) has really 
decided not to support G. M. Shah, 
what is it to do? That appears to 
have been the subject of discussion 
when Rajiv Gandhi and Farooq 
Abdullah met on 8 August. The two 
sides appear to have some differ¬ 
ences of opinion. While Farooq i 
Abdullah favours Governor’s Rale ! 


for some time before holding fresh 
elections, the local Congress(I) is 
against such a move aS it is confi¬ 
dent of the people's support. Be 
sides, some of them are also 
against an alliance with Farooq 
Abdullah. By doing that, they fear 
that their own political future as an 
independent party is at stake. It is 
also not as yet clear whether 
Farooq Abdullah and the Congres- 
.s(I) high command have worked 
out the modalities of the agree¬ 
ment but both Congress(I) and 
National Conference (F) leaders 
felt that it would take some time 
before they could arrive at one. 
Nothing certainly, assured one J 
and K Congiess(I) leader, till G. M. 
Shah is back from the llaj pil¬ 
grimage. 

Ytimif Jamtel, Srinagar and Sankarahan 
Thakur, Maw Dalhl. 
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After A.R. Antulay, 

Now Vasantdada Patil 

Aiujdici foniu'i ( liK'l miMisfer of Mu/uiinsfilrn is uiidei a cloud. The 
opposition hiis lexollrd scuous < orruption ('hargcs against Vasantdada 

l\itil ()L(./\ IhLLIS reports 

W heti \dSdntd<i(K( Fdiill m hi, uiockst .ipditmtnt on C.unbow Dadd could not understand whv Sha 
came to li\i in Bonihav Sttfci a small l.inc that imis paiallel linitai had taken the gold in his 

iMtIi his\ouiig uik Oma to the Inisv Phtro/tshah Mehta official cai She explained, Dada 

hill iiitlicSiMKs lit had I Road ihi \ found him hinp on ihi would utter be able to understand 

made a name toi hinistll in tin bait tlooi lit had not shaved to? a hti She had seen a lift of struggle 

cooptiatut hiiiaichv lit w is a i wnk and hi looked disuaughi lit and postitv with a sick husband and 
chan man ot a nutnbei ol coofniative itfiisid to spt ak and coniiiund to tom thildien 

institutions like banks and siigai , staic bhinklv r his tnicsts Impiiiiis Vasantdada Paul till that time, 
coopeiative. Hi wias also involve d m 1 also itvialtd tiiat Va'anttlada w is embodutl in himself the ideals of a 
Mahaiashiia politics At that time | on a last and hao iitit t itt n loi i ighi i tongicssmaii Ihat however was a 
■ Shalinitai a law giaduate he Ijit d davs It wa a penance he itplic'l long nine ago He changed ovei night 

I Dada with Ins ollne woik mcliidirig loi something whnh Shalimt ii hid somt time m 1977 He forsook his 

I his coiiespondence and travelling done She hael bought gold and i ikt n noble ideals and involved himself m 
bills Often theie weie lotnpkimts | it in Dada , ollie lal eat to Sangli the a noima! poliiit lan’s ae tivities Oaila 

that lilt bills submitteel bv Dada fi it riels It atni She had clone nothing ' itcoiding to someone who has watch 

weit intlated Vasantdada used to ^ wiong Shalini insisted She had id mil plave*d a lole in Dada’s earlv 

look into the bills and coiitct them | bought the gold m the open maikei political life tasted money power 
whentvti such complaints octuiiid tt was ntithci struggled not had -.hc in polities when he wanted to oust 
Ihestoiv goes that one dav when lobbcd it tiom anvotie The „ontsi the then chief minister (and the 
Dada s close friends went to visit him andstrict disciplinaiian tha, he was present union home minister) Shank- 



I Vasantdada Patti, flanked on his right by his grandaon and son, Prakash Patil, MP: the opposition target 
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Map showing the 23,086 sq mts of land In the ‘H’ block to be dispa<ied ol b\ the Bombay Metropolitan Development Authority 


diido t hdvan^trom hic post Dada s 
excuse was that Chasan had lost the 
parliamentarv polls in the state 

Ironicallv like his predecessor 
A R Antulav Vasantdada has been 
taken to task by his own paitvmen as 
well as the opposition because both 
sections set him as a potential toe 
and hutdle in the political aiena lo 
date Dada has called the tunc in the 
ruling paitv as most of the ministers 
in the cdbiiKt are ho supporters 
beginning with the chief minister 
himself How 'ong they lemain so is a 
moot issue at this point of time The 
leader of the opposition Sharad 
Pawar, would like to wieck what is 
left of Va antdada’j political caieei 
because the latter destroyed his 
chances of icining the Congress! 1) 

On the opposition front the BjP 
would like to see the former chief 
minister exposed in ordei to lefur 
bish Its image as crusaders against 
corruption The BJP members were 
also the ones to bring former chief 
minister A R Antulay into the dock 
This image is politically expedient 
because their role as a party for 
Hindus has been taken oyer by the 
Congress(I) at the centre and by the 
Shiv Sena in Bombay Today, they 
can only make themselves relevant 
to the masses as champions against 
corruption 

Viewed in this background, the 
opposition’s expose of the Dharavi 


land sc-indal linking the ixihut 
minister as the person behind it is 
significant The si.dtidil involves 
1 ind woith o\ei Rs “iO ciores bung 
changed from public use to pm alt 
ise The laud dtil. iii Sangli took 
plate between [anuatv 1981 88 when 
Vasantdada Paid was CM and the 
mimstei toi niban development 
Wav back in Novtmbet 1484 tht 
then collectoi ot Sang.i Let na 
Mehendele, had written a vontiden 
tial note to the sicniaiv urban 
development and to the secietaiv 
revenue mentioning a giave ton 
spuaev between some oflicials and 
private paitics to i.htat tht govetn 
mem of crores ot i upees ’ She asked 
for an immediate enuuirv iiito the 
conspiiacy As Shaia' Pawar tht 
leader of the opposiut n said on thr 
floor of the House dining a two houi 
debate on the Singli land scandal 
land use was changed with such 
'peed—in one i ase in four days- 
that if the govei nmeni worked with 
such efficiency the people would 
have no problems 
The following are some of the cases 
tiat the opposition members brought 
up during the iwo houi discussion on 
the issue in the Assembly 
• In city suivev No 349, 380, 382 
lard reserved to house the homeless 
was released tn favour of D B Patil.a 
member of the Raiva Sabha and a 
reJatne of V'asantdada Patil While 


tiiK jidit of itu laiid was sold to Patll 
the othei was sold to \ishnupinth 
P.itil ncphtvv ol Dada along with 
thict other tupiicws Wishwas 
Shankai and Anind Patti and to 
Pt ika h Patll MP son ol \a ini 
dad 1 Patll 

• In anothet case the telephone and 
tcltgi iphs dfpartmcnt Iniilding 
whith thi extiutivc tngmcfi has 
hict ttvmg to get lot tht exchange 
since 14()2 was ovtinight sold to 
Pal ingtao Kadam fot a mall sum Rs 
30 ()()() In Dtcembti 1983 tht land 
which was resetvi-cl in tht Sangli 
Mastei Phil toi i iiiiblit putposewas 
gntn to Ml Kadam s Bharatiya 
Vitlyapttih The aua involved is 
2 274 3 sti incties Patangiao 
Kadam it may he lecalled was not 
mstn a ticket n the Assembly elec 
lion ind h( loUf'lit as an indepen 
dent and won He has now givr n his 
suppoit to tht Congicssil) 

• In suivev No 444 1/2 11347 sq 
metres were declaied surplus undei 
the land Ceiling Act and leservtd 
lot the Regional Franspoit office 
Tht owneis ol the land, bhamrao and 
Babuluo (lavall tn league with the 
then collector of Sangli R P Wa^h, 
leleastd this land to two cooperative 
housing societies The Gavalis bene 
fited to the tune of Rs two or three 
ermes as the total area was about 
nine hectares behind the Civil Hos¬ 
pital, Sangli 
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Do you 
really love 
your wife ? 

’ How much 
j you really 
I; love your 
i w'ife has a 
lot to do with 
the pressure cooker 
you w'iil get for her. If 
you like your wife just a little, 
just about any pressure cooker 
will do. Love her a little more? 
Buy her a better, a little more 
reliable one. 

But if you love her more than 
you love life itself, get her the 



pressure cooker that is the safest. 
Get her the New Prestige. 

Why is New 
Prestige 
the safest? 

Because only New Prestige has 
the unique gasket 
release system 
(GRS)-a 
unique safety 




and if you have a spurious safety 
plug, it could prove a risk to the 
person nearest the cooker. With 
the New Prestige, the 
excess steam 
pushes out the 
gasket which 
lets out the 
steam safely, 
surely, 
downwards 



the lid of the 
cooker—that 
makes it 100% safe. 

If the weight vent gets clogged, 
excess steam builds up inside 


Push in the gasket with 
a spoon and the pressure cooker 
device built into is ready for use again 


If you truly love your ivife, 
how can you refuse to 
get her a Prestige! 


There is never the slightest worry 
when it’s a New Prestige. That’s 
why it’s the safest pressure 
cooker you can buy. For 
someone you love. 99 




Only INew Pt^stige is 100% safe. Only New fYestige has thcQiUS. 
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^ StialiniUl Pstil did \asantdnte Patll change under htr InHutnct 


• Survey No 467 vvds IIS* ivf d foi d 
truck parking lot lhi> was leltascd 
bvR P Wdgh fo> tbi pinatf ust of a 
housing socifciv lor mamaldtiii\ col 
Igctois, etc I he land invoiced was 
one acre and ?4 gtirifas it was agri 
cultural land which was conceited to 
non agiicultural land toi the pui post 
ot the housing societies 

• A citv bus terminus was allotted 
114 heetdies in surcec No 190 lA 
and the Rajmata Coopetalive Hons 
ing Socittv was piccn this land litei 
ally for a song The land was in the 
name of the Mahara <htia State Road 
Transport Corpoi ation (MSRI ( ) But 
tn the tnteiest of some piivate par 
ties, the MSRIC was made to < hange 
its decision that it needed the land 
for the bus terminus In August 1984, 
the MSRTC wrote a letter saying that 
U did not need the place It is under 
^tOod that the MSRIC chan man was 
tfafasferfed and the new chairman 

tlje obliging letter The land in 
ifa IS worth between Rs *>0 to 
Bfelr foot as it is m tbe heart 


of the eitv and the Kaimata Coopera 
lice Housing Society which paid a 
pittance foi it is said to consist of 
otfieeis ot the Sangh Sugai factors 
where Dada’s nephew is the chau 
man Some ot his other lelatives and 
workers owing allegiance to him aie 
also members 

• In Sangli 'q foot of land 

icsetced ioi a municipal building in 
surcev No lOS*? was handed ovei to a 
pin ate person n Novembet 1983 

• The Vdsantiao Bandhu Trust 
Avuivedic Mahacidvalava has been 
given one acic of land out of thlee 
and a half acies leseiviMl foi building 
housing coopet atives for goveinment 
ifticers One acie ot land is worth Rl 
>0 lakhs in this aiea, it is lepwted 

• 23 222 sq metres of land reserved 

for rehabilitating slpm dWfllais. iyg« 
gicen tn the Shu Shahu Busineaii 
Education and Research Ceiitie tor 
11 years by A decision tgh^n on it 
January 19^5 it Is alleged that 
centte beloftaj tq A 0 m 

audiuxi of 


eratice 

• Mis Shaild Piakash Patil wife of 
Prakash Paul MP, and daughtei in 
law of the toimei chief minister 
Vasantdada Patil has been gicen 
piime land on lease neai the police 
(howkiL 

In the Dhaiaci land scandal a 
decision was taken to sell 21,400 sq 
meties of lesidential land as tom 
meieial land be the BMRDA An 
advertisament was issued in the 
Tidies ot Indio and the Loksdttd on 2 
Match 198S calling foi tindeisfor 
this land which would hace an ISl 
(I loor Space Inde x) ot 2 Ihis would j 
give the buildct a bonanza of five \ 
lakh sq teet Iht land in DhaiaVi is 
valued at Rs 1 300 pei sq It So, when 
the buildings aie completed the 
buildci would ge^t Rs 73 ciotts The 
tendei which won the buildoi the 
contract was tor Rs 10 13 totes 
Tven it It cost him Rs 200 pei sq ft 
to constiuct If means Rs 23 iioies 
He will sell it at Rs 73 cioits ahd 
make a net pioiit ot Rs 30 iroies 
This IS the opposition s calculation 
The opposition allegi’d as Mis Mfin 
al Got e of the JanatiPaitc did on the 
floor of the House that Dada got 
some ot this money Dada who ccas 
piesent in the House on all thiec 
occasions when this topic geneiatrd 
a heated debate in Miritln sit pas 
sivth throughout not utteiing a 
woid 

rhe Mahaiashtm eliiet niinistei 
Shiva)nao I itil Nilangekai bowing 
to ihe demands ot th* opposition h id 
announced that rhe stall goctin 
ment would hold a iiidieMl inquiic 
into the alleged malpiaetlces in land 
deals undei the 1 than 1 and Ceyling 
and othei Acts in "sangli Ihe inquiic 
would be held eitiui In i ludgi ot 
the Bombac High Couit oi a letiied 
ludge who would he apiiomted in 
consultation withihc Chief Uistice ot 
the Bombac High Couit 

Two ministeis Hi Ram M inohai 
liipathi and I)i V Subiamantam and 
the toimci chiet ministit aie in 
colced in the Dhaiaci land scandal 
btloits die being made at the min 
isteudl Itcel to pass the buik on to 
dll lAb otticei AS Batabacal who is 
the managing dlleetoi til the Bombac 
Metiopoluan Decelopnieiit Cutlun 
itv \ asantdada Paul as the them 
chiet ministei was the ehaiiman «t 
the BMRDA and the ehiet scent uc 
B G Deshtnukh ccas the eliantnan ol 
the executice tomniitte‘c ot the 
BMRDA Noev Ml D* shmukh lias 
ailegedlc been asked be the piesciu 
chiqt maiistei to Imik into ihe scan 
(tol which Ram Naikot rhe B|P said 
was like asking a pqhge constahu’ lo 
look into the attaifs of the I'obte 
VOthnitsstoiiei 




ESSAY/Uma Vasudev 


With Belligerence and a Smile 


I f there was “only two per cent” of the 
Sikh population in Punjab which had 
begun to dream dreams of Khalistan, 
particularly in the last four years, Op¬ 
eration Bluestar has taken it to ten per cent. 
These are statistics put forward by Inder 
Gujral, the man who has also sedulously 
affirmed throughout the crisis that has 
swept Punjab that there is such a factor as 
the moderates versus the militants amongst 
the Sikhs. I have always held the view that 
the diKerence is only in style, not in subst¬ 
ance. The reach towards ten per cent is a 
frightening escalation but if anybody thinks 
of even the two per cent as “only two per 
cent” they would do well to remember that 
the total number of people who went to jail 
for India’s independence was just about one 
lakh out of an entire population around that 
time estimated at 240 million. It was certain¬ 
ly less than two per cent of that population 
which first formulated the design for India’s 
independence, then articulated it and final¬ 
ly won for it the massive pressures that 
yielded success. 

Sikh militancy in Punjab could not win 
this overt support but it found its roots in the 
silence which fell like a blanket on the rural 


Operation 
Bluestar, seen 
as a stern attack 
upon the Sikh 
soul, was almost 
a defensive, 
academic 
exercise which 
bolted the stable 
door after the 
horse had flown. 
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. ^ ^ Y Kxaim 

Sunt Longowal cetclmtlns the slRnlng of the Pun|ab accord with his followers 
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countryside and the Sikh intelligentsia. The 
government of India’s mistake was not to 
recognise that the Bhindranwale phe¬ 
nomenon was both the result of the stirrings 
of a Sikh identity and the cause of its 
snowballing momentum. Operation Bluestar, 
seen as a stem attack upon the Sikh soul, 
was almost a defensive, academic exercise 
which bolted the stable door after the horse 
had flown. It effected the removal of Bhin- 
dranwale from the scene, released the 
atmosphere from fear and gave an opportun¬ 
ity to those who were his political opponents 
within the fold to again stake their claims to 
leadership through the saner channels of 
talk, discussions and persuasion. But the 
issues remained the same. The Sikh psyche 
was in the air, wanting to land. 

Mrs Gandhi was right in her assessment 
that yielding to Akali demands framed with¬ 
in the Anandpur Sahib Resolution, no mat¬ 
ter which version it was, would not solve the 
problem of their political intransigence, for l 
there would come, after a while, yet another ■ 
set of demands. Where she made the mis¬ 
take was in not initiating moves to counter¬ 
mand the fundamentalist postures, the re¬ 
trograde values about the social structure, 
and the attempt to put women behind by 
three decades which were becoming part of 
the way of Akah thinking, Sant Longowal 
included. Normally, fundamentalism is the 
last-ditch battle fought by a losing culture 
against the future. What was happening 
within the Sikh fold, the natural modernisa¬ 
tion of us youth and us social mores, could 
be stalled or transmuted only by an appeal 
to religion and by attributing the desire for 
contemporaneity to Hindu machinations. 
You saw the strange phenomenon therefore 
of a leading community of a country holding 
prize positions in government, business and 
the armed forces, closely interlinked in 
family ties with the Hindu majority, com¬ 
plaining of discrimination. Bhindranwale 
voiced it in belligerent terms, Longowal with 
a smile. 

The fight to regain for Punjab its compo¬ 
site cultural functioning and for the Sikhs to 
feel less alienSued.is going to be long and 
arduous. It can be done effectively and with 
imagination only if the facts are faced 
squarely: 

• There has been a steady build- up of’ Sikh 
separatism; 

• It has sought expression in violent 
methods culminating in the assassination of 
a country’s Prime Minister; 

• The November riots in Delhi have made 
the movement more defiant but insular; 

And there is a slow but planned popula¬ 
tion trickle of the Sikhs back to Punjab, 
partly out of a desire for security and partly 
to strengthen c base You have to talk to 
Muslims to kr.o,v w.hat Sikh youth really 
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feel, the resentments, the ambitions, the 
purposes they have in mind It is a roinonty 
to minority equation which allows for total 
frankness The truth that emerges is not a 
happy one 

The recent accord between Prime Minis 
ter Rajiv Gandhi and H S Longowal can be 
viewed therefore only as a stop gap arrange 
ment, a temporary breather What is re 
quiied is a follow up of a kind that will 
nourish a national consciousness This can 
be done in the short term through the care 
ful political secularising of Punjab and ex 
tensive use of the media, even a cassette 
campaign, largely like the one that got 
Bhindranwale’s fanatical speeches into ev 
ery remote village, and in the long term, 
through strategies as radii al as administra 
tiVfc rcstiuctunng and forging national eco 
nomic links which would preempt any ambi 
tion in any area to function outside the 
constitutional framework of a unified India 

The Icisons of the Punjab crisis have been 
as traumatic as those of the tmergenry If 
the exptnc''cc of the Lmergency consoli 
dated India s decision in favour of democra 
cy, the thieat of separati't politics and the 
religious shadow oicr secular governance in 
Punjab ha confirmed the need tor a stron 
ger inlcgia'ion of the Indian state What is 
mcitlv ugionalisni in one aiei acquires a 
much moll inflammable pouiitial where 
religion comes in as an added f ictoi This 
expetience has pinpointed the liilure of the 
Indian state to establish viable emotional 
and econumii iiatiori li links that could with 
stand both internal and extiinal forces 
whose Intelests lie in the comparative 
we akening of the counti y Atleast the re is an 
awaients now that these foices do exist 
When Indiia C.andhi talked of such efforts 
theie wa a leacli in an ongst the iiuel 
Itgentsia not onb to make fun of her hut to 
label her v arnings as the u uid poly of a 
politician to cry CIA or wat ’ when 
domestic issues bee ame intractable Richaid 
Nixon’s tevilations about liis intenuons to 
apply nucli at piessuie on India in 1971 now 
proves that ihose waining we*e neii without 
foundation nor her lepeatcd exhoi lauons to 
people 'vithin bet own party and to the 
Akalis that they should beware of efforts 
being made by super power interests and 
satellite allies to cicate dissension wheic 
none really existed The teriorist camps in 
the USA the tiaintng schedules in Pakistan, 
the refuge to i viremi.ts, Lcuador’s attempts 
li susiain the crncept of Khalistan through 
meetings with Sikh extremists tn the I’K— 
Ecuadot Itself being an economy bolstered 
by the US—all these indicate a carefully 
seasoned attempt tn make trouble for an 
India on the move, with a take off economy 
which may become too strong for the stiong 
to allow 

The Punjab experience should also lead to 
a rethinking about the tolerance with whiCh 
religion and politics art allowed to mix ir a 
secular siitc No communal party hence 
forth should >e at cepted as a political arm of 
opinion Whatever the accord and the man 
ner of us implementation in the near future. 



The lessons of 
the Punjab crisis 
have been as 
traumatic as 
those of the 
Emergency, if 
the experience of 
the Emergency 
consolidated 
India’s decision 
in favour of 
democracy, the 
threat cf 
separatist 
politics has 
confirmed the 
need for a 
stronger 
integration of the 
Indian state. 


one must recognise the unfortunate fact that 
the Akah party is purely and simply, com 
munal Only Sikhs can be us members, no 
other membei of any other community 1 his 
IS an anachronism in a modern country 
aiming towards building a rational society 
What IS worse is that a communal parry 
should operati from the precincts of a 
religious sanctuary like the Golden Temple 
It IS heartening to see that in the midst of 
these medieval goings on the Sikh Centre of 
Jalandhar under the chairmanship of Dr 
lasbir Singh Lausanjh, should come out 
with the announcement that they would 
launch a mass movement if the rival Akali 
Dais did not shift their offices from the 
Golden Temple complex by the end of 
September They affirmed in their resolu 
tion that “this was net essai y to maintain the 
religious sanctity of the gwrdwaras” 

Thank God, somewhere there’s a sane 
reaction, rational aigument That is what 
keeps India alive In this context, the fear 
*’har holding elections would accentuate the 
polarisations that have already taken place 
in Punjab between the Hindus and the Sikhs 
IS too pessimistic a view to take The jiolar 
isdtion IS already there The logic of having 
to win a consolidated vote might, make 
existing parties function less communally 
and even bring about a new Hindu Sikh mix 
It might not, yet political imperatives have a 
chance to work better than administrative 
ones 
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CONVERSATION 


^^Penguin Will Put Works of 
Indians All Over the World” 

I’i'h I \l(i\i'i i hwl r\ciuti\r oj Penguin Books, told Si mow 


Putt thi I hitt t xeaitne oi 

tht Pt nf.iiw f roup 'nok o\tl in 1^7S 

•iflrf n !<> SlIILl fin dl’piLS'flM 

aidiktiint luhlishint palm nhuh 
I hi', In If i ' Pi III tun upiin Miwt <>t 
the I It I I III lo't in the If! I (it t.ic/t 
I Iht I h < iPt htiptd i'> Jid tin nifir ( 
ti''l thfit HcK idkt n Ml Mi\ti in 
I \ni(iu 'll kiiKVi iIh wiildnt ht ok' 

I Ml // hi h l\ Ml I'll 11 tv, I hook'- hiw 
I SI It oni on p iiiti'iii Jtid ihi o hi i i 
I a In k tot tmldien liiiipt tiom 
I th mu I I > 


Q 


11'i\ did Ptnf.iin dtLidt to 
lot II hi h m, it tut I! in 


IllOI 
11 ) 


/' It 
\ 

ill ti 
1' 


nd I iiui iiti I lol 
nil tilth \i itiit I Ptih 


\\i ‘ 

I it 


lit. lon) i‘SOI 1 moil vsirli 
tS til i M. 11 111 IVnpuin 
> t I uul ( limit 

111 f''(t ! I si !*i iipuiiis ti Iticlut It 

IS iiKiii’i. Ill 111 til iinutrsdn 
It 1 ! inri iMi ii st u< vt.is pul litiv 
III It 1 i M I oitii. t) ' uiltl on this 
TI ulitiiin i' I f 11 II 1 n Ini^id 
II nil. I lutlt’K 11)11 onipdns ht ii 
I'll Lo'iiii 111 mu pi*u\ 111 1101 
ii i'lin; ttooks u) ( mu') iht 

' '' ' UK* Ills I ill i liul I ti\ and 
II' k < iiiiiliiti II tt lliost tonn 
I i t I il Sli Ill's (I 1 VK publish 

I II 1 u ,>t pit in itlii I iiunriits 

II dill I iks VVi St II tt d talking, 

sul \ii II ti lb hit IVSOStdlS Tpo— 

11 i mill I lusi Bui liopefiilK 

In I t I'lt I id I t T'lt star v\t will try 
II ii till li ( ip bfiuttii dll The 
ill til it limui III tioups III India 
SI I 1 I 1 mil, lioiii Kiiisihin 

( 111 1 I id du 1 11 iks wililt n us 

I I iipii 1 III! I S Kill utili ss ihes 

I 1 s! Ti il It t Hiiiili III I u(.I i ti 

it 1 t'l I il Hu di till II 111 

II 1 11 I ' \\ IS 1 t n '■1 ol 

i null t 11 It 111 Ipi d bind lilt 

I 111 II I III 1 il I 11 111 Its 11 liidi ms 

III II 1 ' I u' till w ul s if tht It 

t list IS il TI lit til II t u 

tl liK i\ I pt ill viii lid iiid 
III S 11 til litis in iiiti in I 

I II il II I nil i iild b t sposi d 

to It t id M lid 

( h It It i' III ill iht I ition 
It f h h > t I I' nil Itiosi with the 
It St I 1 liisri 111 I 

\ [| s till III h im whah >s not 
t nil I It h s\t a b\ I’l iij,u ns 


I will own 40 ptr cent in India, 60 per 
I Cl lit will hi owni d by Ananda and its 
noiniiit is 

Q Who will hedd the company 

ht It 

A lilt 11 will be a full time editoi 
Kh isliwant Singh has agieed to func 
tuiii as litti iiv adiisei We had in 
■iiallv thought that it would be most 
I Iv lation but it is a mattei tor the 
I Indians to deiide—there will bt a 
laipi pioportion of sociological poll 
I ticdl and economic issues and his 
I torv as well Wha* would be especial 



I'liif Mnn 


K ittiactnt to Indian authors IS that 
I’t iiguiii would put thtir works all 
o\ei lilt world 

^1 Him man\ honk' do \oii plan to 
pahh-ih in a sea; in India 

^ Wir will Slut niodtstlv Ten to 
12 books 1 viat 

{I Did vou rnakt mfitic changes in 
Pt iipiiin 

A Penguin in its lifetime has had 
mans ups anti downs Aftei Allen 
laiit s death then was confusion 
Nobody had his authority people 
tried to imagine what he yvould have 


I done—to make it hollei than it ever 
I was Ill his time—Alien lane was a 
merchant which is not incompatible 
with being a publishei He undei 
stood that to publish a book is to do 
moie than lust print it \ou have to 
set to It that tht books arc available 
m different kinds of locations and 
set to It that the < ompany is finally 
piofitablt f)n the oiu hand Penguins 
is an institution but if it becomes so 
much of an institution it ceases to be 
a publishing company One 'las to 
take a chance—with taste wuh poll 
tics 

Q U'hdt did vou do-‘ 

A Penguin was priced rather simi 
larly in small Penguin si/e But all 
soils of thing' liippcntd in letailing 
and book publishing Wt changed 
Penguin policy so that books were 
pnblishtd in ap)inipiiait forms The 
Penguin range became widti and we 
changed the appioach to our to'cis 
The look foi wide markets oi poten 
tial Ik stst Her books had to be consi 
dered 

Q You had to grow commercial 
A 1 arliei there was no competi 
tion to acquiie the lights to many 
books Now wt have to bid against 
others -We could not let others opei 
ate on our ttirain wt also had to, 
opeidte on then terrain Allen Lane 
also used to publish adveitisements 
lor chocolates and airlines He was 
running a companv and it had to 
survive There are no advertisements 
fodav though 

Q fihdt about film ne ini^ 

A Wt do more if vou count all the 
Penguin classics which have been 
filmt tl —if vou put the photograph of 
I ‘'hdshi Kapooi on the covei more 
people will but the book—the same 
must be tiuc of India if vou put the 
st.irs on tht coyer When we did 
Biidediead Ktusifec/ we were sell^ 
ing 12 000 books a yeai but in the 
vear of the ultyision senes wo sold 
^00 000 We kepi it in two editions 
one chtapei and the other with the 
stais which wdi more expensive The 
Idttei sold moic Between 1978 and 
today the classics list is twice as long 
I Giesham’s law that the bad drives 
I out tht good IS complete nonsense I 
I don t like the word ‘bad ’ 

I Mervkiwed by Madhii Mn 


Forget everything you know about mattresses 


I 


u. i 








M 










Ms 


V!'%- 


st% 






d:' 




■IS 






■* * *' ■* ,1, ‘ 
•<. ' * • • 
k. ‘ "-Mh- 


M*;; 


m 




'b 






■'HP 








\4!tr 




>vs*" 


-OlV 


India's No. 1 Mattress 

Karnataka Consumer Products Ltd . 
Industry House, 45 Fairfield Road, 
Bangalore 560 001. Phone; 76746 
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We've unleashed the full po 



id now a whole new magic world of entertainment is w 


Now you don t have to settle for a 
colour TV that's mass-produced for the 
millions Here s the colour TV that s been 
engineered specially for a discerning few 

To begin with the Magnus incorporates 
the latest innovation in picture tube 
technology larger illuminated 
phosphors that bring unprecedented 
realism to colour reproduction 

Then there s the in-line electron beam 
gun which hones colour outlines to 
ultra-sharp focus Giving you pictures so 
crisp so clear its the next best thing to 
being there 

The super-foe us makes tne Magnus 
ideal for VCR or even home computer 
operation It has 12-position channel 


selection - which can be selected 
manually or by remote control - including 
one channel specially matched with 
VCR, marked AV 

To top It all we've put in a special anti¬ 
glare screeri So you can stay glued to 
your Magnus for as long as you like, 
without worrying about the slightest 
eye strain 

Besides the Magnus sleek vertical 
styling is a radical depa^ure from 
conventional chassis designs, making it 
the perfect complement to your home's 
modern interior 

Of course the Magnus sounds as good 
as It looks Af’ei <11 Sonodyne audio 
engineering is it i a class all on its own 


Plus, you II really appreciate the 
convenience of the remote control 
operation Just sit back, relax and let the 
Magnus magic world come alive to the 
touch of your fingei 

The Magnus 

Because, when you re one of a few, you 
really don t have to settle for one 
of the many 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Cabinet Completely moulded 
Anti Glare Screen Of special glass removable 
Picture tube SI cm diagonally of latest design .. 
Receiving channels UHF 21 -69Ch 
VHF 2- fJCh 

AGC Peak AGC (IF) Reverse AGC (RF) 

Colour system PAL Speaker 9 cm x 6 cm oval 
Built-instabilizer Suitablefor l90Vto270V,50Hz 
_ _— 










Wer of.leading-edge colour technologies In the Magnus. 



failing to come alive, with just a touch of your finger. 




SONODYNE’ 

51 cm (20") Colour TV with cordless full-function 
Remote Control and built-in Anti Glare Screen 







That's overnight 
Skypak service for you! 


There are times often 
enough when we ^ visualize 
the reassured and smiling face 
of a customer whose valuable 
and urgent document is 
speeding to its destination on 
time And it gives us a lot of 
sdtisfactioii Especially when 
we rer all his worried anxious 
face when he enquired with us 
whether it was really 
physically possible to meet his 
deadline' 

Speed and dependabilit/ 
That s the essence of any 


couriei service And our ( 

hallmark TNT Skypak is one of 
the largest and most trusted 
courier service companies in 
the world With 26,000 people 
on their toes, in 48 countries' 

But being large and 
resourceful doesn t mean we 
take things for granted We still 
depend on basic human 
qualities like efficiency and 
accountability And care It s 
wur urgency that seems to 
[in's us wings' 



When it's wanted yesterday! 
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903 JollyBtwn/anNoS 7 New Mann* Lines Bombay 400 020 Phone 25370J 994454 
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VARIETY/Khaas Baat 



Shabaiu \zmi still in films 

4 nupdm Khf‘r, who took 
everyone by storm 
with his bt illiant role in 
Sdaiansh, is very muth in 
the limelight these days 
Ho is busy signing the best 
of films by the best of 
filmmakers and,wondei of 
wonders, is still a very 
modest person The one 
director who i epeats him 
in all his films is Mahesh 
Bhatt Says he','1 have 
moie faith in him than 
many other actors I have 
worked with ” Now that 
his career is secure,Kher 
IS also contemplating mar 
nage Anupam was a di 
vorcee before he made it 
big He then fell in love 
with Kiran Fhakur Singh, 
one of his colleagues from 
the theatre The romance, 
howeyer, didn’t last long 


and Kuan married a 
businessman The mai 
riagc lasted lor tour years 
during which pc iiod Anu 
pam became a stai But 
then something went 
wrong with Kii an’s 
marriage, which 
ended in a 
di voice 



Now, Anupam is 
back with Kiran, this time 
fot good Wedding 
shehnais are going to wail 
sometime in September, 
or early October 

S ndevi IS apparently 
sick of the bat kbiting 
that goes on in the indus 
trv “7he\ are all very 
pood whi n they come face 
to fact but change a< soon 
as vou turn your bat k I 
know It will take me time 
to understand things fullv 
but I am not giving up 
trying ’ She has also not 
been able to understand 
why her sister Sr data has 
been dragged into all 
kinds of controversies 
“She IS an innocent giil 
whose only crime is that 
she IS my sister and gives 
me company wherevei 1 
go 1 am going to stop her 
I fiom coming with me Why 
should she suffer because 
ofme-* she asks 

A ll talk of Shabana 
A7mi quitting films is 
‘ nonsense ’ and all talk of 
her taking up diiection is 


“so much talk in the an," 
“I arn neck deep in my 
films as an actiess and 1 
don t think I can find tune 
for anything else right 
now, quips the ac trass 
“Whv aie people spread 
I ing stones about me ^ 

I 

T he only It ading actoi 
in Malavalam cinema 
I who pruiects the mod 
lean clad image IS young 
' Rehman w ho has now be 
c ome the rage of kei ala 
I gills Rehman IS now an 
indispensable pai t of any 
I Malayalam tilm, playing 
I eithci the tomantit u ra 
gichero fht new uinus of 
youngheioines is illtla 
mounng to cling to him 

J^Vcihan Lai, whose 
tWm appeal lies in his 
I natural movement and ex 
I pressions, is tiving his best 
1 to clinch iht top spot 
where Mammutty is safely 
ensconced Manimutn 
I poses a tough challenge 
for Lai Mohan Lai tan 
I associations have spiung 
up in different pai ts of 
Kerala 


devi Mck of rumours 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


file Day BBC Went off the Air 


I hr British Broddr nsting Corpointioii (BBC.) is foued to 
obev government stiir tines 


T he BBC (Biitish Bioadiastmg 
Cinpoidtion) 01 tht Voict ol 
Britain’ as it is olttn reieired 
to bv Its admirers went dead 
on 7 August It was on that dav 'hat 
BBC journalists stiuck woik tot 24 
hours piottsting against the inrtilti 
ente ot tht Thatchci goitinnuni in 
Its tditorial politics 1 \ in tht inal 
Independent Television News (IIN) 
tompaiiv which would otheiwisi In 
etstaiit at the Bttbs - as ii is 
somtiiines tailed- agons lointd the 
das long sliike in in iinpittt dtnit d 
demonsiration oi solidaiits But ihe 
blackout was indte d a vti\ blatk das 
for British bioadcasting betaust of 
the whims and fancies ot amatcuis 


who happen to govern the at fins ot 
the toipoiation 

The eoipotation s excellent ttpuia 
tion was dealt a ei ippling Idow bv it' 
own boaid of goveiiiois who buckled 
undti the govtinment s pitssine It 
all started when the Biitish home 
miiiisici leonBiittan told the BBC 
boaid ()1 govtrnois to set ip a H 
dotumenraiv entitled \t tht edge ol 
the iiilnm scheduled tin / August It 
was to teatuie an mteivitw with 
Mai tin MeGunniess who is not onlv 
beheted to be the chiet ot tatt ol the 
banned lush Republican Aims llRA) 
but also an elected menibti iipic 
senting the unosiiacised politic il 
wing of the IRA known as Sinnl ein 



ot thf Nortluin Ireland Assembly 

On Sunday, 2« July one of the 
“heavies’ sympathetic to the Tones 
indicated that the British Prime 
Munster Margaret Thatcher would 
demand an explanation fi om the 
BBC about the interview The next 
day Mr Brittan wiote to the chair 
man of the governors, Stuart Young, 
isking him to cancel the tilm 
allocated tor peak viewing time But 
the home minister had based his 
argument on newspaper report' -ad 
not on first hand knowledge ot the 
programme’s contents Mr Young 
and his board immediately sought 
and obtained a private and exclusive 
screening of the film and they almost 
unanimously decided that it was ob 
jectionablc and fit to be withd^^awn 
The board then informed Mr Brittan 
that the programme had been can 
celled 

It IS aiguable whether editorial 
authoiity rests with the board of 
gcsvtinors or the board of manage 
ment headed bv the director general 
A1 isdaii Miint It has always been 
assumed, that privilege and control 
belongs to the latter And the man 
agemtnt, though in the absence of 
the director general (DG) who was on 
leave had unanimously reeom 
mended the showing of the program 
me Thus, the impiession that was 
created after Mr Young and company 
cavtd in was that the Thatcher reg 
ime had imposed indirect censorship 
Mi Biittan, however was quick to 
deny this and even suggested that if 
the BBC had rejected his lequest, he 
would nave had no alternative but 
to accept this situation 

Wnih ihcit IS no doubt about the 
latt tint ihi ginctnmtnt want'd to 
slop tht scieeiiii' of the film, the 
acccptiiiuc ol the govHinmcnt strii 
tuns b\ the hoatd of givtrnoi' is 
be mg intcipicted as an act of edito 
iitlcowarcli t John I-ostti broad 
c isiitit. Dig unset ol the National Un 
1011 ot foul ivdlisis said If YOU are to 
have 1 diinocratv then journalists 
have a nilc to play which often 
((inflicts with the i )le which the 
govtinmt nt wants them to play It is 
impoitani it thf BBC has a function 
within Bntish society that it stands 
up tor I’s editorial integrity’ Mr 
Meilvn Rees foimer Labour home 
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secretary and Northern Ireland 
secretary, who strongly supported 
the telecast of At the edge of the 
union challenged Mr Brittan’s con¬ 
tention that the programme had to 
be scrapped as it would be contrary 
to national interests. “It is no use 
shutting our eyes on this side of the 
Irish sea to the realities of Northern 
Ireland,” he said. A spokesman for 
the Liberals’ Northern Ireland who 
also vehemently opposed the BBC 
move to cancel the film said; “It will 
be a bad day for Britain if we have 
not the guts to show this programme. 
I doubt if Mr McCuinness has any¬ 
thing more to suv than he has had 
many opportunities to sav already.” 

The board of management in de¬ 
fence of Its stand said that the BBC 
executives had failed to follow two 
crucial guidelines on covering terror¬ 
ism issues. They felt that the terror¬ 
ists’ position had been portrayed ttio 
sympathetically. 

Citing two allegedly, critical fai¬ 
lures in the BBC's process of internal 
consultations, they said that inter¬ 
views with people thought to have 
close terrorist connections need the 
prior permission of the director- 
general who has to discuss the issue 
with the governors. Mr Milne did not 
learn of the programme until a cou¬ 
ple of days before the storm broke 
out. The board of management also 
said that the matter should also have 
been referred to the BBC’s then 
Governor for Northern Ireland, Lady 
Faulkner, but it was not. 




Leon Briltan 


BBC executives have, however, 
maintained that the guidelines were 
followed “to the last comma and full 
stop.” Besides, it is irrelevant, as far 
as the public is concerned whether 
“internal consultations” have taken 
place in the BBC hierarchy or not. All 
they are interested in is whether the 
programme was fair and not con¬ 
travening any Home, Office regula¬ 
tions related to inciting violence. 

If Sikh and Kashmiri extremists 
opposed to India are given the oppor¬ 
tunity to air bloodthirsty remarks on 
British television, with Whitehall 
turning a Nelson’s eye, there is no 
reason why an Irish revolutionary, 
who is fighting for the reunification 
of the two Irelands, not for an inde¬ 
pendent state of Northern Ireland, 
should not be permitted to express 
his views. Especially where the pro¬ 
duction had been balanced by the 
exposure given to a hardcore loyalist, 
Gregory Campbell, who advocated in 
his answers, a shoot to kill policy 
against the IRA. 

4aMs Kvt Lenitoi 
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The New King 
of the Green Baize 


MICHAEL FERREIRA, former amateur billiards title-holder,reports on how Geet 
Sethi outclassed veteran Subhash AgrawaJ and legendary Bob Marshall to 
_ becom e the new champion 

T he 25th world amateur bil- that .rage in life, one is expected to 
Hards championship drew to a have -settled down and achieved a 

glittering close on 7 August persciiol balance that is indispens- 
1985 with the presentation of able fo; a game like billiards, which 
the awards by the President of India, in essence is not a contest against an 
After two weeks of very high quality opponent. Billiards is a battle against 
billiards, plenty of drama and some the conditions, the balls and oneself, 
razzmatazz which is so necessary if In its purest form, it is a battle which 
any game is to succeed as a spectacle, can never really be won for it is a 
a new world champion was crowned struggle against perfection. Howev- 
at the Durbar Hall of the la , Palace er, such a view gained currency when 
Hotel in New Delhi. life was different, when the accept- 

Geet Sethi’s triumph was the cul- ance of anything other than a few 
mination of a mature display of solid, shillings towards actual expenses 
consistent billiards which was re- was not only infra dig but almost 
markable for a 24-year-old. The tradi- reprehensible. Today, in billiards as 
tional view held by most billiard in any other sport, it if impossible to 
pundits was that one’s best billiards reach the top. or to stay there for that 
as an amateur is played after the age matter, without a support system in 
of 40. Presumably this is because by the shape of family wealth, or a 


benevolent employer, immediate 
and continuous access to first-class 
playing facilities and equipment, 
patronage in the matter of interna¬ 
tional travel (an area in which Air 
India has been so very good to us) | 
and the flexibility to travel across - 
continents at short notice for com¬ 
petitive experience. 

Today, success at the international 
level brings rewards which arc- 
attractive enough to make a young 
man flog himself to limits unheard of 
by all but a handful of the old 
amateurs. Industries in both sectors, 
who have stepped into the vacuum 
created by the passing of th6 erst¬ 
while princely order, do not regard 
sponsoring a sportsman as a total 1 
loss; on the contrary, especially in 
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(Above and below) The legendary’ B|it> Marshall in action: agf was no barrter 


the enllghteijed atmosphere of India' 
today, there is every reason to be¬ 
lieve thfit^they reeard it as a positive 
corttribptibn to the prestige of the 
nation. - 

Viewed from this perspective, it iS 
not altogether surprising that Geet 
Sethi tvQn the world .chanipiohship at 
such a ySung age,. HiS lacK bf experi¬ 
ence ( whieb .Inigfat Kdve been re- 
gundM fis 'S henoiddb oU'tttutiy, was 

Cbtt]^«sat6d; Bf G^er 


S«!thi has an excellent temperament; 
his matches against. Subhash Agraw- 
al and myself, even if 1 have not been 
at thy .best, bore evidence of this. Me 
fomes from;h cultured family, which 
is far more important irt fhiS game 
than many pedple imagine. If Tmhy 
say so, like the, he Is edjuliy at home 
in Bonibay, Dubai, Londort, JJaw 
York or Tlifibuttqd ahSlwOUr 


York 01 

capable 

Wiflhottt 


usfil 


I He is truly a product of modern India 
of whom the wliole country can b^ 
proud of. 

F or Subhash Agrawal. this cham¬ 
pionship must have been a dis¬ 
appointment, In tile early stages, his 
form was brilliant and it seemed that 
nothing could stop him. 1 am very 
proud of my ability, but 1 have to 
concede that I will probably nevtsr 
come close to his world record: a 
four-hour aggregate of 3780 points 
which is 400 points over my best, 
which itself was a world record. 
When Subhash is good, he is veiT/ 
very good, but when he is bad, he is 
disappointing. W'ho in his wildest 
dreams would have imagined that he 
would go down to Bob Marshall over 
a six-hour match? Bat the unbeliev¬ 
able happened. With me, it was the 
anxiety to play well that caused 
problems. With Subhash I think ft 
was the feeling, bordering on over- 
confidence, that all he hgd ta.dstycgs 
to keep his arm moving apd tfie title 
was his that brought about his dpwh- 
fall. Any player who bad been pl,ai^- 
Iflg like him would have hfjBp gs 
:ct}mplacent but anfort;ijnat#l' '' ' 
j^feldom work .put tlidf bW 
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ure, which had been totally absent 
against the lesser lights, played 
havoc with his fluency. Sethi was 
shaky too, but, as in his match 
against me, managed to hang on to 1 
his composure The human mind is 
Areally strange, and perhaps the seeds 
of doubt sowed during his encounter 
with Sethi cau.sed Agrawal to fumble 
against Marshall. The hope of being, 
along with younger brother Om, the 
first brothers to hold the world bil¬ 
liards and snooker titles simul- 
'taneously must have also played its 
subtle part in destroying his mental 
balance. Subhash’s turn will come 
someday, but it will not be easy if 
Geet maintains his form. And for 
those who would like to write me off, 
a warning: do not ignore me for I am 
going to roll over and sham dead in 
future championships. I have got 
over licking the wounds and am now 
thirsting for blood. Maybe this loss is 
the best thing that has happened to 
roe and will shake me out of any 
complacency that years at the top 
may have brought about. So Subhash 
will have to toil hard to achieve his 
dream and to be fair to him, I am sure 
, he will. 

, Bob Marshall, the 75-year-old mar¬ 
vel, has-laid to rest ail doubts regard- 
tn| his form by faring very well in the 


’ siimriifrT' 
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championship. The present genera¬ 
tion may not admit it, but he was 
considered the best amateur ever, 
with an encyclopaedic knowledge of 
the game. He had the advantage of 
watching and playing against the 
legendaiy Walter Lindrum, the 
greatest player the world has ever 
produced. Walter could have hoisted 
Wilson Jones, Michael Ferreira, Geet 
Sethi, Om Agrawal and Subhash 
Agrawal into his hip pocket and 
scarcely have felt the difference. 
Four-figure breaks were a way of life 
with him—between 1930 to the end 
of the war he had compiled no fewer 
than 711 officially documented 
breaks of over 1000 with a highest of 
4137. One opponent had the misfor¬ 
tune of sitting out two breaks of over 
3.700 each in consecutive visits. Hav¬ 
ing lived and played m the same era, 
Walter left an indelible stamp on 
Marshall. Unfortunately World War 
Two took awdy six prime years &f his 
playing life, otherwise Marshall 
would surely have won more titles 
than he did. He regrets the declining 
standards of the game in Australia 
and with the support of his third wife 
(the other two have passed away) 
wgs persuaded to play after a 15 year 
lull so that youhgsl;ers t6uW VaWefit 
from his khowTedie'iha 


,1* V''*'' 


The story that he held the cue once 
again to prevent me from equalling 
his record of four wins makes good 
copy, but it happens to be untrue. 
Everyone was wonder-struck at his 
will-power and form at this age and I 
admit that all of us learnt lessons 
from him. 


What happened to Michael Fer¬ 
reira? Now that 1 am no longer the 
champion this question might seem 
irrelevant to many. In retrospect, I 
believe that I could not prepare for 
the championship with the single- 
mindedness of the previous years. 
My responsibilities on the domestic 
front have incTeased to a degree 
which only those who are close to me 
can understand and appreciate. I still 
put in the hours of woik but my 
attention is divided. The result is 
that my confidence, which is built 
upon hours of ruthless concentration, 
was depleted. This is not an excuse, it 
is only a dispassionate analysis of 
what went wrong. I still maintain 
that I am a better player today than 
ever before. I am looking forward to 
the challenges ahead especially for 
the sake of my family who are, as the 
; iraming weeks and ibbnths will show, 
me hiuS^'%ue fi;it!indi!| and supporter* 

n . ..l . ' | -' 4.. u'. . . . 
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Indira Gandhi 


As seen by RAGHU RAI 


I'hosf photographs are from ftuUiit (kmdhi by Raghu Rai ami Pupul 
Jayakar (published by I.ustre Press Pvt. Ud. and distributed bv Koli 
Books International, 4 Ansari Hoad, Now Dolhi-2; price Ks 200) 





















I hi different moods of Indira (landhi 
fanli-< loi Am ise) IS January 1966, she 
IS flankedh\ (lulzan Lai Nanda after 
her elation as the Prime Minister; with 
son Sanjas (itindhi, at the funeral of 
*sanja) (landhi and squatting on the 
ZrtM/iv ofl)i Ihi’s V ithalhhai Patel 
House, annoyed by the unruly 
behaviour of supporters who mobbed 
her in the fanata days 










SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Vasant Sathe’s Janvani 


The minister’s differences with the Coal India management had led to the 
governm6mt issuing a presidential proclamation to change some board 
decisions taken in July. The announcement regarding suspension of 
managers made during a TV programme came at a time when no 
suspension orders had been issued. 


I s Janvani, the fortnightly Door- 
darshan programme in which a 
minister of the union govern¬ 
ment answers questions from the 
general public, a forum to make 
administrative announcements? It 
would seem so from the way the 
minister for steel, mines and coal, 
Vasant Sathe, announced the suspen¬ 
sion of four colliery managers in 


Janvani which was telecast on the 
night of 6 August. The expansion of 
the television network has taken 
Doordarshan to homes in the colliery 
colonies in remote parts of the coun¬ 
try. The minister’s announcement 
that he had taken strict action for the 
supply of poor quality coal and sus¬ 
pended four colliery managers sent 
shock waves through the 400 col- 


lierics managed by Coal India Ltd. 
(,CIL) and its subsidiaries. Till the 
evening of 6 August, no manager had 
been suspended. The Janvani prog¬ 
ramme was lecorded on 5 August, a 
day before it was telecast. Apparent¬ 
ly the minister had asked the depart¬ 
ment of coal to order Coal India Ltd. 
to suspend the four managers before 
going to the Doordarshan studio, but 



_ 

Vasant Sathr: using television for policy announcement? 
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till the next day, 6 August, the mana¬ 
gers names had not been communi 
caied to Coal India headquarters in 
Calcutta by the subsidiaries The 
'•’ispension orders, therefore, had not 
been issued So, when the Doordar 
«hi.j network carried Vasant Sathe’s 
me'sage through the length and 
. t readth of the country, panic grip 
{ ned the entire coal industry In the 
"ves of the workers, all the 400 
colliery managers weie suspect Lit 
tie did the colliery managers know 
that on’y one per cent of their total 
strength had fallen victim to the 
ministerial order It took quite a lew 
days for the confusion to clear Com 
munications between Coal India 
headquarters and the headquarters 
of the subsidiary companies, at Sane 
toria (Asansol), Dhanbad Nagpur 
and Ranchi aie poor The situation is 
* worse when it comes to telephone 
links between the headquaiters of 
the subsidiaries and the collieries 
which are (■ s en poorei Due to lack of 
effective communications the confu 
Sion created by the Janvdni 
announcement was immense 
Complaints had been received 
from the powei houses about the 
poor quality of coal supplied by the 
Coal India subsidiaries Payments tor 
coal supplies h.id been held up in 
many cases due to poor quality coal 
On enquiries, two mines of the Cen 
tral Coalfields Ltd, [agannath and 
K D Haslong, a mine of the Western 
Coalfields Ltd, New Majri, and 
Kamankhali colliery ot the Bharat 
Coking Coal Ltd had been identi 
hed as the sources of poor quality 
coal Ihc minister while announcing 
that the managers had been siis 
prided had these mines in his mind 
^ But till a suspension order is com 
municated to the concerned person 
and alternate airangements are 
made regarding his charge, is it de 
suable that ministerial announce 
ments should be made on television’ 

Ironically, just a few months ear 
her Vasant Sathe had interceded and 

? lot the suspension older of a Coal 
ndia manager rescinded Ihe presi 
dent of the Coal Mines Officers’ 
Association of India (CMOAI), IB 
Pandey, has been placed under sus 
pension by the erstwhile chairman of 
Coal India, MS Gupal The charge 
against Pandev was that in a memor 
andum to the minister he bad made 
some allegations against the manage 
ment of Coal India Among other 
things, Pandey had alleged that Coal. 
India had two million tonnes of fake 
stocks due to over reporting of pro 
duction M S Gujral’s administration 
asked Pandev to piove hts charge 
' After waiting for ten days, Gujral 
placed the officer uiidei suspension 



bei aust he had no* been able to 
substantiate the alk gallons made by 
him m the petition 'o the minister 
Vasant Sathe s ofiiu communicated 
to Coal India that an dficer submit 
ting a petition to a minister did not 
amount to misconduct 



Coul miners at work 


The relationship between ministti 
Sathe and chairman Gujral tw> n re 
tired on 25 ]uly) had souied to sm h 
an extent that a week before Gujral’s 
retirement, the department of coal 
flew in an additional sectetary to the 
government to Calcutta with a prea 
idential older in hand to reveist 
certain decisions taken by the Coal 
India management Coal India 
annually buys equipment worth Ks 
400 crores A tender for drills (value 
of the conciact Rs 16 cruics) floated 
by Coal India created bad blood 
between the miuistci \ office and the 
management of Coul India Ihe 
board of directors of Coal India had 
decided to split the ordei in a <'ei tain 
latio amongst four pnities Re wan 
CP, Heavy Engineeiing Corpora 
tion, IMP and Ingersoll Rand The 
ministry wanted the order to be split 
up in a different latio When peisua 
Sion failed, the extreme step of get 
ting a presidential order (which is 
binding on public sector undertak 
mgs) issued was taken Presidential 
aiders are rarely issued And the 
situation created by the differences 
between Sathe and (Jjjial was ex 
traordinary After Gujral’s retire 
ment, the post of chairman is lying 
vacant G L Tandon of Nev veli Lig 
nite, who was named as his successoi 
has been unable to join in Calcutta 
due to poor health In the meantime 
heads have rolled in the headless 
company and the electronic media 
has been used to Bnnoun>.b the minis 
ter’s ords .1 

4 Special ConaaponSant, Naw Daihi 
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ASSAM 

Giving Peace a Chance 

The Assam problem is nearing an end 


P rafulla Mohanto and Bhrigu Phu- 
kan, the two leaders of the All 
Assam Students Union (AASU) were 
hardly expecting the kind of recep¬ 
tion they got from their followers on 
their arrival from New Delhi. It cer¬ 
tainly was not a hero’s welcome. 
Breaking security rules, an excited 
Lalit Rajkhowa, a top aide, ran on to 
the tarmac to seek an explanation 
from AASU president Mohanto and 
secretary Phukan even before they 
had stepped out of the Indian Air¬ 
lines Boeing at Guwahati’s Borjhor 
airport on the afternoon of 8 August. 
The AASU supporters and execu;ive 
members were excited about a report 
which said that their president and 
the secretary had accepted 1971 as 
the cut-off year during their talks 
I with the union home minister S.B, 
Chavan in Delhi the previous day 
Even as they waited at the airport 
lounge to receive their leaders, the 
AASU supporters discussed among 
themselves how even Prafulla 
Mohanto and Bhrigu Phukan with all 
their clout could not strike such a 
deal. 

Lalit Rajkhowa who has partici¬ 
pated in past negotiations as an 
AASU representative along with 
Mohanto and Phukan.insisted that 
1971 would never be acceptable to 
the 45-member AASU executive com¬ 
mittee which, in its last meeting, had 
resolved that there could be no com¬ 
promise on the cut-off year beyond 
19(15. The executive committee, in 
fact, reficsed Mohanto and Phukan 
the authority that they had sought 
before they left for Delhi to discuss 
the cut-off date, if necessary to reach 
an accord with the centre. So Rajkho¬ 
wa broke the security cordon to find 
our the truth. For the first time in 
many years, AASU supporters did 
not greet Mohanto and Phukan with 
the customarv Jai Aiii Ashom slogan 
when they entered the arrival 
lounge. The slogans were raised only 
after the leaders had clarified that 
I they had not agreed to 1971 as cut-off 
I yeai nor said so to the press. 

As Mohanto and Phukan drove 
toward,s Guwahati university to the 
AASU headquarters, their suppor¬ 
ters comandeered an Assam State 
Tiansport bus to follow them to the 
campus for a fuller version of the 
New Delhi talks. Sensing the mood, 
the AASU leaders postponed the 


executive committee meeting sche¬ 
duled for 3.00pm to the next day and 
held a press conference to announce 
that there would be no compromise 
on the cut-off year. At the time, they 
appeared confident of signing an 
agreement with the centre to end the 
six years of unrest in Assam. 

Union home minister S.B. Chavan, 
camping at a government guest 
house a few kilometres away, sound¬ 
ed equally optimistic as he met a | 
stream of visitors to gauge their I 
feelings. Chavan had flown into Dis¬ 
pur in a BSF aircraft shortly before 
noon and in the next 12 hours met 
about 80 groups of people represent¬ 
ing various organisations including 
opposition parties as well as his own 
party—the Congressfl) and gave 
them a wholly different version ot 
the deal. He insisted that 1971 would 
be the cut-off year and not 1966 
which the AASU was claiming. He 
added that the centre might meet 
other AASU demands halfway by 
replacing the present Congress!U 
government elected in 1983 by a I 
caretaker government headed by the | 
present chief minister, Hiteswar I 
Saikia. i 

For a time it appeared that ! 
reaching an agreement between the I 
AASU and All Assam Gana Sangram 
Parishad (AAGSP) which have been 
spearheading the anti-immigrant 
agitation in Assam since 1979 and 
the centre was an impossible task. 
But things started falling into place 
on 9 August 1985, after the executive 
committees of AASU and the AAGSP 
were briefed by their negotiators on 
the possible outlines of an agreement 


S.B, Chavan: succcMfUl 



with the centre. It was soon evident 
that neither side had been exact in 
their interpretations of the truce 
terms. 

The final agreement, in all prob* 
ability, will not specify a cut-off year 
and be so phrased as to give both 
sides an opportunity to declare vic¬ 
tory, The AASU and the AAGSP 
which started their agitation deman¬ 
ding 1951 as the cut-off year and had , 
till recently been demanding the 
expulsion of all immigrants settled in 
Assam after 1961 have now agreed to 
accept those people who have immi¬ 
grated till the end of 1965. The final 
agreement will include provisions for 
detection and prosecution of illegal 
immigrants under the existing legal, 
framework and various international 
conventions, practices and commit¬ 
ments. This crucial clause can be < 
interpreted both ways; it can mean 
having 1966 as the cut-off year and it 
can also mean accepting 19"1. 

In return lor the defranchisement 
of illegal immigrants and certain 
statutorv safeguards against future 
settlements in the state, AASU and 
AAG.SP have agreed not to press for 
the deportation of unauthorised mig- ! 
rants. The linal agreement may also - 
contain certain specific provisions 
for curbing trans-border migration 
and ecoiiomu assistance from the 
centre. And when AASl^ and .AAGSP 
negotiators left Guw'ahati on Sunday 
11 August for the crucial and final 
round of talks, first with home minis¬ 
ter S.B. Chavan where they received 
a draft of the agreement for their 
comments and then with Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in New Delhi, 
they were confident that the centre ii 
would revise its ideas about having a (\ 
caretaker government after the dis¬ 
solution of the state Assembly and 
agree to a spell of Presidential rule 
as demanded by them. 

It was not surprising that when 
Rajiv Gandhi arrived in Guwahati on 
6 August for just about an hour to 
take part in his party’s centenary 
celebrations in Assam, the mood of 
the people in the capital was visibly 
relaxed and even cheerful. A sense of 
expectancy and relief was evident 
throughout the sta^e . 

Prafulla Mohanto and flhrigu Phu¬ 
kan, who have been participating in 
the talks with the centre since 1980 
feel that an agreement could not be 
reached earlier because, in the past, 
the centre spoke in many voices and 
was nbt serious about an accord. “This 
time,’’ they said "it was different." 
But both AASU and the AAGSP are 
weaker today having failed to 
achieve much by their agitations 
which had often been bloody and 
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violent More important, the present 
AA8U leadership, which was elected 
in 1979 for a term of only one year 
has been continuing in office for six 
jwars, much to the resentment of 
their younger colleagues who are 
feeling thwarted. Many prominent 
members have left the party during 
the last six years but the union 
government felt that they could 
strike a better deal with thepresent 
leadership of the AASU and the 
AAGSP rather than with their suc¬ 
cessors who were an unknown 
quantity. 

These compulsions brought the 
two sides closer with the centre hur¬ 
rying for an accord before the mon- 


A fter moving out of the opposition 
camp, chief minister N.T. Rama 
Rao now seems to be moving closer 
to the Congress(I), despite his asser¬ 
tions that the Telugu Desam is an 
opposition party, Of late, there has j 
been a strange rapprcchemem be- | 
tween the two parties. There had ] 
been a number of indications of NTR 
moving closer to the ruling party, 
when the centre took prompt steps to 
abolish the upper house in the state 
according to the Andhra Pradesh 
CM’s wishes. 

The CM made a special trip to 
Delhi to congratulate Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi on his successful tour 
abroad. However, it was during the 
j Prime Minister’s recent one-day trip 
' to Hyderabad, when the reversal of 
NTR’s earlier anti-Congress(l) atti¬ 
tude was most evident. Even during 
the Congress(l) sponsored Andhra 
Pradesh bandh to protest against the 
attack on harijans by upper caste 
landlords in Karamchedu village 
where five harijans were killed, the 


spon session of the Parliament ends 
on 23 August. Indeed, the session 
would have ended on 19 August but 
for certain legislation which hav<^ to 
be pushed through Parliament to 
give legitimacy to the anticipated 
agreement. Barring a last-minute 
hitch, an accord is aU but a formality. 
The hardliners in the Assam move¬ 
ment however feel that the agree¬ 
ment is no solution to Assam’s ago- 
nies.Atul Bora, a former AASU 
general secretary and till last year 
one of the convenors of the AAGSP 
says: “AASU leaders have betrayed 
our trust and shifted their burdens 
on to the future generation.” 
Tooafwr PandH, Ouw^uH 


state government cooperated with 
the Congress(l) to make the bandh a 
success. All government offices with 
the exception of the state secretariat 
were closed. State road transport 
buses remained off the roads as well. 
In fact, the state government made 
no effort to foil the bandh and the 
cordial relations between the Con- 
gress(I) and the Telugu Desam en¬ 
sured that there were no unruly 
clashes of the sort that usually mar a 
bandh sponsored by a rival political 
party. All shops and other establish¬ 
ments remained dosed and vehicles 
flying Congressflj flags roamed the 
streets without any sign of retalia¬ 
tion or obstruction from the Telugu 
Desam party workers. 

At the inauguration of the new 
Legislative Assembly building NTR, 
eulogised the Prime Minister pro¬ 
fusely and presented him a wood 
carving of Lakshmi as an offering of 
the love and affection of the six crore 
Telugu people. NTR, in fact, went a 
step further and said that the Prime 


Minister was a synibol of youth t&w- 
er in the country. Eater, wim « 
curious mix of chaste, high flown 
Hindi and colloquialism accompa¬ 
nied with his inimitable gestures, 
NTR told Rajiv Gandhi; “Is desk ki 
croreoa bhuki, nangi Janata aap ki 
taraf tukur tukur kar dekh raid bat 
(the starving millions of this country 
look towards you with a lot of hopej.” 

Even at the airport during the 
ceremonial welcome to the Prime 
Minister who drove out in an open 
jeep to acknowledge the cheers of 
the crowd waiting outside the air¬ 
port, NTR stood behind him. This 
was in direct contrast to the recep¬ 
tion NTR had got in 1983, during Mrs 
Indira Gandhi’s first visit to the state 
after the Telugu Desam had formed 
its government. At that time NTR 
had attempted to clamber on to the 
jeep with Mrs Gandhi but he had 
been rudely elbowed out • 

The Karamchedu incident and the 
state Congress(l)’s reaction to it led 
to a moment of discord, but after the 
morale-boosting bandh sponsored by 
the Congress(I), the party is new 
slowly easing off the pressure on the 
Telugu Desam government on the 
Karamchedu issue. The Congress(I) 
was quick to deny any room for 
speculation about its moving a no- 
confidence motion against NTR in 
the budget session of the Legislative 
Assembly starting on 12 August. In¬ 
itially NTR had written a letter of 
protest to the Prime Minister regard¬ 
ing what he termed the “provocative 
comments and insulting behaviour” 
of the union home minister (of state), 
Mrs Ramdulari Sinha, who had been 
deputed by the PM to visit the 
Karamchedu village. 

But NTR for whom Telugu Arma- 
gauravam (self respect) and opposi¬ 
tion to the centre’s intervention in 
the activities of the state were the 
ihain planks on which he had con¬ 
tested the 1983 polls, has not made 
an issue of the insult to his home 
ministry. Even while newsmen asked 
the Prime Minister at Begumpet air¬ 
port, about the report that the par¬ 
liamentary secretary Oscar Fer¬ 
nandes was to submit on Mrs Ram 
Dulari Sinha’s alleged remarks, NTR 
had no comments- He, only smiled. 

Many sections in the state have 
found NTR’s “over<ourteous” recep¬ 
tion to the Prime Minister to be 
distasteful. The BJP state unit presi¬ 
dent P.V. Chalapathi Rao said that 
there was a difference between 
maintaining cordial relations and 
bowing and bending before the 
Prime Minister. Some others re¬ 
marked that NTR was going “the 
MGR way.” 

$Ih^ Hifda r a l tad 
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J CIVIL AVIATION 

I The Flight of an Airline 

I British Amvays puJio jdt uf Calcutta aiiport 

A 52yi.ui old f 1 liUjliip dud aiilmc s bilateral dgieement mth 

when ui 5 A it»t i British Air India, it can uperate only 14 

' Airways (BA) annow kLcd the with flights m India He also told repur 
I drawal oi us suli w kl> fhglulroni ter > that BA would not fly to Calcutta 

I Calcutta from 1 Deci. bci l9oS Ihc eten if the airline’s quota was in 

I sudden annuuncen.c i ^au^ht every ct eased, perhaps to suggest that busi 

I one unawaies a,id even We.i>. Ben ness in Calcutta cun never be viable 

gal’s chiel minister Jyoti Ba n aid riowcvti, VK Anand, the geneial 
nor have anything to say when Ucvid . iiianager of the International Air 
Reynolds, the managci or nix in ports Authority of India (lAAI) in 
India, Bangladesh and 2 >rr L. nka ' Calcutta tuld btvoAi that the growth 
called to formally uif 01 m hiii< V.1 th<. | .ate oi inccrnational air traffic in 
derision The CM later suid cha ht { Cuku’^u uirpc/Zt Wa'' the highest in 
did not understand why n'. no the coai.uy—16 8 p'r cent (during 
taken such a decision aiid ifi,. it n u iJ«4 85) against Delta’s 3 9 per cent 
wntten to the PM tu p» . v iii ond Boiubay j 2 8 pei cent during ihc 
withdrawal .laiuc pet rod BA up<.iates flight > v 

I Mi Reynolds on his paa lii ly day horn Delhi ai,d six duj a 

I BA was going to shift us night week from Bombay 
I from Calcutta to Bombay not because The BA employees’ union and the 
business was bad but because it was BA employees’ association, in a letter 
I better in Bombay According to the to Jyoti Basu, said chat the airline’s 


An Imperial Airways plane iiuincd t>8 “Cali utta’’ moored on the Thames ai \4cstmtnster { 
In London in 1928 and Inse, BA ctupluytes in Calcutta obienmg a tlhn protest 



earnings in Calcutta had more than 
doubled this year According to 
them, the earnings last June, was 
£220,000 against £104,000 in June 
the previous year They even claimed 
that there was over booking in Cal¬ 
cutta on some days during the last 
few weeks It is believed, the *'occu- 
prncy’ rate m city is quite satisfac- 
lutv ‘Tr> ompany had always done 
well in C,>tcji%.,” said a travel agent 
who did n'^t wish to be named In 
faci in Caicut > ,BA even managed 
business foi othei companies like 
Cati.ay Pacitic and Qantas, as well as 
the upeidtioiis of the Royal Air 
t ce Asia’s largest catering service 
cCi(foi a passengers) that was 
closer*' VI 1 son c years ago for inex 
pii ■'■lit p V ! <■ was also run by BA 
in icut’ 

W’ Y then du ihe BA decide to 
move 'at Was , iue to the running 
batik I ‘ rcon the ccnuc and the 
West Bc'^al government which 
have, ill the past, accused each other 
uf being lesponsible for the with 
drawal of the several airlines from 
the city’ From 1933, before the in 
ception of the Calcutta airport, the 
British Airways (or its predecessors, 
the BOAC and the Imperial Airway'., 
which incidentally, had Rabindra 
ii i <n ong It eeilie i 

pc ~btrs)h« . an :"'.-Brdl part 
0 uu air tiv indoitiy in the 

^ ihe company then opt ated the 
> which used to land o. ihe 
Au f.ui liver at Bally va Calcutta 
subuiD) 

\Vh u ihe BA pioposts to take cate 
rt its pas^e igois from Culcatr^ by an 
auatvgemtnt with the Inaian Ait 
lines, It niOy no, be sole lu do the 
Some tor Che 34 merubeis of its staff 
plun.inetiug ti oin 321 in 1963) in the 
.ity The staff aie apprehensive be¬ 
cause their company is well within its 
legal rights to retrench them 
When BA has called it a day m 
Calcutta, us place has bean taken 
primarily by the Aeioflot (the Soviet 
an line ) which operates the max- 
imuni number of flights from Calcup 
ta apart from Bangladesh Bunan. 
Thai Airways, Druk Air (the Bhu¬ 
tanese airline) and LOT (the Polish 
airline which has recently 
announced its decision to fly in Cal¬ 
cutta) are among the few others who 
operate from the city Strangely, Air 
India does not have an international 
flight from Calcutta This is why the 
withdrawal of BA which had been the 
status symbol of the airport—as an 
airbne that stood by when so many 
others had left^—acquires added im¬ 
portance Already, it is being said 
that Thai Airways has decided to 
follow suit 

ffwftwwtfi tanral, CafeuMa 
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PRICE RISE 


MiimteK und er Fire 

V.P. Singh and Rao Birendw Singh are criticised 


poN'T CRUMBLE, tl'f PERR CHRP COMPmeV 10 
LRST n li f10R€ mEHWf Ws , 

WMRLV 2 ff/ j!.e55 ^tftf’^ETSS'Vr ' 


.w 











W hik tht common man h t Is ilit 
pincii ol risinf, piite) when he 
goes to bin his monthh provisions 
union finance minisiei Vi'-hwanii! 
Pidtap Singh and food and civil sup 
plus ministci Kao But ndi i Singh 
felt It inside Pailiammt House in 
New Delhi I ver since 'he monsoon 
session commenced on 2i lul\ the 
two mini»ters have had a difficult 
time both 1 '. Parliament and in tht 
Congress(I) party foium whert thtv 
have been repeatedlv grilled 
hrayed tempers were visible even 
on 22 July when Prime Ministei 
Rajiv Gandhi addressed the custom 
aiy session eve meeting of tht Con 
gress Parliimentary Party As soon 
as the expected accolades over the 
Prime Ministei’s foreign tours wtie 
over, several membeis raised tht 
price rise issue Rajiv Gandhi 
appreciated the concern of the mem 
bers and asked the finance minister 
to reply 

What followed was unbelievable to 
some of the older membeis The 
finance minister, the de facto num 
her two of the cabinet, was just not 
, allowed to speak The members repe 
atedly interrupted him, ridiculing 
and even hecklmg him for his claims 
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thil the use in pines lud noi bet i 
steep and that its laic hid m tact 
been the lowi si in thi last seven 
scats Since then w is verv lurk 
time as most of it was tikcti uii bv 
laud itoiv icsolutions about tin 
Piimc Miinsicr loiiigii visits 
abioad it wa dtciclcd th it time 
would be 1 Icngihici discussion on 
the issue the next week 

\ p Singh ciicul itcd a n ngrh> let 
ter to all Congitss(I) inemhcts ot 
Parliament explaining tht cause of 
risinf. prices of some commodities 
etiunieiating the step^ that the gov 
ernment had taken so lai id solicit 
ing thf ir views on tuithci sicjis th it 
would be lequiitd to control the 
upwaid tiend The tinancc ministei s 
ltti‘‘i had been caiilullv di ilud 1 
shaic tin contti if tin membeis 
about pi.itc •' This 1 what allccts the 
vo'< rs d'lrcctly and whatever cist we 
mav or may not do d prices are 
rising (the) government is bound to 
come in fot criticism It is theretore 
essential that we eollettively apply 
out minds and see what tan be done 
to restrain the puce increase ’ Singh 
statet' 

What followed, left the membeis 
highly dissatisfied and angry V P 


Singh quoted a plethora ot statistics 
and repeated that the escalation was 
not as great as it was being made out 
to be, except in some commodities 
like sugai and gur The mam piob 
lem with sugar was that there had 
been a steep increase in its internal 
consumption from ?2 lakh tonnes m 
1979 80 and 64 lakh tonnes in 1982 
83 to 81 lakh tonnes in 1984 85 said 
Singh Added to this were the sharp 
decline in production from 82 lakh 
tonnes in 1982 81 to 59 lakh tonnes 
last yeai and a slight iccoveiy m the 
current year with production of 62 
lakh tonnes The government’s 
efforts to meet this shortage by im 
porting about 20 lakh tonnes have 
been nullified bv hoaiding consum 
ei pteferenct toi indigenous sugar in 
certain ateas particul iilv the noith 
and the delay in lifting ot sugar •'v 
state governments 

fhe finance mmistt r has shrew ** 
passed on the blame to the othtis 
While blackmaikcting can bt only 
handled by the ministei of food and 
civil supyihcs Rao Biicndra Siiifh 
the piobUm ot consumer pieteieiicf 
IS not his t luM However the suggts 
turn bv V P Singh which implied 'h it 
tht state governments v it indue cl 
ly htlpiiif the blackmaiketei rs hv 
not lilting sugai ill tied lo them 
angered mcmbtis ot the CPPiI) the 
most as a mijoiitv of tht states in 
the tountiv die luled bv the Con 

gitssdi 

What angt'ed them turiher was 
\ P Singh s Idli I submission that as 
tu as the prices ot net wheat and 
edible oils well lontiincd thf gov 
trnmenr was ii< t in f ivoiii if lowti 
ing ilu piRLs is It wc uk' hurt tht 
faimti and piovc a disincentive to 
pioductio) In the c is( itcdiblcoil 
Singh told intmhtis the fovtinmeut 
had to Hire IV cue in the c ii unit man 
tial year ind buv iitaily 7 >000 ton 
lies fiom tht miiktt to ensure that 
putts did no* iall fuithtr and that 
lemunerative putts to the faimtrs 
were maint lined 

But Singh himseP admitted that 
prices of e dihle oils shot ap bv almost 
seven per cent in lust one week in 
the month of fulv 

All these argu m nfs submitted 
along with a plethora it st 'iistits and 
giaphs had leti the membei smait 
mg When the t Pl’d) me t foi a n ore 
rhoimigh disci -.sioii on 29 )uly the 
membeis stiongly eutieised both 
V P Singh and Rao Birendia Singh 
They told the ministei s that they 
were not intciested in their statistics 
and tht'ii only inteiest was ensuring 
that the common man was able to 
buy his basic necessities The figures 
provided by the ministers were also 
attacked with membeis pointing out 
that they referred to wholesale 



What’s the good word for a colour television 
that converts your living room into a dining room? 



ECTV SPECTRA I 

The magic word in colour I 

WrilthH' \()u sav fvtnwuha ' 

mmitliliil 

Htcdii-.f whett you re looking at 
IS moil than an eyetul 

L( IV SI'Lf'lKA A liasl of 
(olours Warm loving and true 
Asvniphonv in sound Rkli 
(liar and total A superb 
di sit;n And a lli ilt.igi of 
s( r\ i( i A rolonr television that 
'iilv ilif tnagniliieriie ol FC IL 
langivi vou Verv rielinitrlv one 
lhai s worth walling lor 
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ECIL’s Colour TV—truly SPECTRAcular! 
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prices, and not retail prices Particu gress(I) and smc 
larly trmcal were CPP(I) sectetary be attacked on t 
KK Tiwari, Moolchand Daga and his mtegiuv it 
Gouri Shankar Rajhans These mem that they art att 
bers were equally critical in the Lok dei whether the 

to a cabine 

The finance minister tried to save ministers who 1 
the situation by yet another letter, a for then ptrfoi 
personal address to the MPs in his shifted from thi 
own handwriting, once again shaiing Thcie arc oth. 
the members concern and adding | the imra paity c 
that “given a good monsoon” the lers is meicly si 

government could keep the puce eta m the Congr 

situation undei coniiol The Con ciatic temper is 

gress MPs onte again, weic not quote in this rtg 

satisfied 1 ter ' tiibute to tl 

Political observers ni the lapit d | union Itadti ai 
set mote to the attacks on ih» fi -where Mr (.and* 

nance ministci (the attack on R, o ftaikss criticisr 

Birendia bingh is coincidental tliev <)b\inuslj (m 

■.av) than meets the tyt Wbih not nicnibt rs .n Pail 

doubting tht uniform concein felt tlu, Fot intmln- 

^ )ver spiralling prices since the t’u willing to put 

sentaiion ot the last buJgf t tlu ^ Iti' discussions ir tl 

that ih issui , being u<ed 10 Iv hutaftii R. 

settle politua' ccotes Iht observer to Lali’ Maken 

are wondci ip win thci nniustei o* qic'-tsthat then 

state foi f >wc< Aruri Nelii i i tin ' aJsc spoke 

orche‘riati ,4 the at*4icks Nehru i ic iudt c'in lejn 

tbev kti I 1 aiour lual il Uic naiisi' 

finance nuoi iti ii hr' bid to gnu 
control r,‘ (h^ ’ L'ai Pradt sh ion % Vijay, New Delhi 

MIZORAM 

A Farewell to Arms 

A /('u (itinoi is'riii^s ivninin lo hi ‘ittkd 


gress(I) and since V P Singh cannot 
be attacked on personal grounds for 
his integiitv it is his peitormance 
that rhev art attacking Others won 
del whethe' the attacks are a pie 
ludt to a cabinet reshuffle, with the 
ministers who have been attacked 
for then perfoimante likelv to bt 
shifted from then poitfolios 
Thcie arc otheis who suggest that 
I the inira paity cnticism of the minis 
lers IS meiely symptomatic of a new 
era in the Congress(I) where a demo 
tiatic temper IS being relived Ihev 
quote in this rtgaid the Prime Minis 
1 ter' tribute to the assassinated tiade 
I union lead!I and MP lain Maktn 
where Mr (.andhi pi arsed him lot his 
fcaikss criticism ot the goieinrnent 
'Ibiinuslj (me ol 'he Congiess 
(ticnihc rs .n Pailiamt nr also be lievc 
till, Fot intmhe. who wet* |usl noi 
willing to gue out details ot tin 
discussions ir the CPP(l) till iccent 
Iv 1. lit aftc I Rapv Gandhi s tiihute 
to Lali’ Mdken come out witn u 
q Jests that then names in the li‘t of 
tilt ' a)s( spoke feailesslv ’ should b« 

1 It iudf t' in lejMii ts tik (' hv ilu 1 im 


the two demands 
It IS apparent that with the talks 
fast reaching an end, Laldenga is 
keen to ensure a collective responsi 
bility for us success or failure 
Perhaps, this explains why he is 
I taking the MNF headquarters, which 
I commands about iOO at med activists, 
into confidence He is also anxious to 
I know the possible reaction of the 
hai dimers, led by “colonel" Lair aw 
na, to an\ peaceful settlement within 
the framework of the Indian Con 
I sutution It IS feared that Lalrawna, 
the commander of the tactical head 
quaiteis of the rebels at Chhipui on 
the t hittagong Mizoram border, may 
break off tiom Laldenga it the rebel 
k ider makes too man 3 concessions 
to the centre But dating his short 
tiqi to Mizoiam in June, Lalrawna 
had rts'ured the Mizoram agrjculturi 
nipii ici CL Ruald that he would 
airtavs bt loyal to Laldenga Lalden 
ga fates a major dilemma He has to 
'lam* his demands within th<, stiuc 
1 UU ol the Indian ( onstitution and 
' et shov. to the long suffering Mizos 
tliat ht has been able to wie‘1 a 
ncinibei ol benefits foi them from thr 
ctP'tc This IS perhaps the reason 
whs Laldenga ha' kept his demands 
hieli Said a union hcime ministry 
‘oiiice at Aiziwl Wt hivt already 
iiUowcct a sense ol iitton U> lalden 
gi be agiceinp to his demand that 
lb, Mi/iuam statt the pioiisimi tor 
ih ch IS t , bt included in tht prop 
IS* ,1 peace accoid wih bt like am 
oihti stall in tht Indian union and 


T he jic 1st ' ih liitistsii 1 ilcic 11 
gi tilt ihic f of 'he hanntc' Mizc 
I N itiona] 1 t III (MM ) ami Ih*-enure 
la I'e nils c idled i ciucial >tage 
jKi’ik till 11 lieu IS uts have been 
I sorted out aimi iblv the lornitt itbtl 
I thief IS msisti’ig on the 'f t'kinciit ol 
two minor demand' the setting up of 
a High ( onit in Aizawl and the 
I exclusive liadnig lights fe,r the peo 
pie of Mi/oiam The centre has it 
fiiived to dceept both tht demands 
j bringing in an c-'kment ot unttirain 
' tv in tht talks 

There are also indications th,it the 
Congress(I) in Mizoiam will oppose 
the airangemtni by wav ol which 
I Laldenga has lepoits^dlv betn given 
I the prerogative of choosing his. e<wn 
I team of advisers to help the C#ov 
ernor of the proposed state ol Mizor 
am run the administration dining the 
mrenm peiiod between the dissolu 
non of the Assembly and fresh elec 
tions It has already been agieed that 
the 58 year old Laldenga will head 
I the advisory coumil 
' With the talks vet to be concluded, 
, Laldenga is now waiting foi informa 
f rion from his MNF headquarters in 
the Chittagong Hills Tract in Bang 

SONMV 18 PH tjgja 1*6 


I Ilk so Till two titk s ot Ilu I file) 
^ Icadii II* duct ul tlic MM .iiini 

hi igaclo I gt n< la’ ‘i'»iilc'ii aid 
Ilf upi Iv m iiisti r rii inkima 
'tadud tn* bcadquaMft on I \u 
gust lo nu*‘'t MM vice pic'idt ni 
I Zoi iintiiatiga and In'- 11 'likaguc , 
fiom 'ht executive council u,aiding 



Laldenga' making peaie 


lol bki Ndg. land wherf )h» (.ov 
I 11101 has spcci.il powti for tht 
iiiiinundiur ol law nid oitlti m 
111 w ot rbt lingeiinp insuigency con 
di u ns thcie 

I ildcnga on the other hand has | 
(hopped some of hi, key demands, . 
nil hiding rJie abolition ol the auton 
.mill' <lis I It i councils for tht minor 
itv Buddhist ( hakma' in south Mi/or i 
am cl sepdiaic flag and constitution 
foi Mi/oian and the formation of , 
greaiet Mi. or am by amalgamating ' 
the Mizo inhabited contiguous areas 
in Assam, liipuia and Manipui Re 
gardiiig tht demand for a High 
t ourt. Ml Ihankima .old Sindav, 
‘Ihis IS an emotive icS'ie to the 
Mizos, who had to face many prob 
lems in the past while filing human 
lights case in the Ciiwahati High 
( ourt, loeated 400 km away ” Lai 
deiiga has pointed out to G Parth 
asarathy chairman of the policy 
planning committee m the external 
affaus ministry and the centre’s 
thiet negotiatoi with the rebel lead 
ei, that the centre should not ignore 
Article 241tl) of the Constitution 
whit h provides for the establishment 
of a High Court in each stale Said 
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the rebel chief, “When you have 
pledged to grant us full statehood, 
you cannot afford to tinker with our 
rights guaranteed under the state¬ 
hood provisions.” 

The talks, which began in 1976 
after Laldenga’s arrival in New De¬ 
lhi, are likely to be resumed soon 
after the return to the capital of the 
two aides from the headquarters in 
late August. Vice-president Zoram- 
thanga is expected to accompany the 
aides to Delhi to participate in the 


next round of discussions. His pre¬ 
sence will definitely be welcomed by 
the centre as he is keen on ending 
the 19-year-old insurgency move¬ 
ment and may not like the talks to 
flounder because of some minor 
points of difference. 

The composition of the advisory 
council Will, however, prove to be a 
thorny issue. Said a top Mizoram 
Pradesh Congress(l) Committee 
source, “Since it will be a coalition of 
the MNF and the Congress(I), we 


COIN SHORTAGE 


should have equal rights to appoint 
our respective nominees on it. How 
can we agree to Laldenga's plea that 
he should be allowed to choose his 
nominees from our party?” Mean¬ 
while, Mizoram chief minister Lalth- 
anhawla has told Sunday that he 
would not mind joining the council 
and working under his one-time men¬ 
tor, Laldenga, if the party high com¬ 
mand desires. 

tant m ui Ohosh, Mehar 


Coupons: The Next BEST Thing 


O n 28 July, 1984 the then gov¬ 
ernor of the Reserve Bank, Dr 
Manmohan Singh had said that in 
six months the coin shortage would 
cease as production would be dou¬ 
bled. Many others including the 
former finance minister Pranab 
Mukherjee had made similar prom 
ises.But not even Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi believed them and he 
even joked about it at the inaugura 
tion of the golden jubilee yeai of 
the Reserve Bank in Bombay on 31 
May this year. Mr Gandhi was to be 
given a set of special coins during 
the function, when, through a slip, 
the organisers skipped the pre¬ 
sentation of coins and went on lo 
the next programme. The PM who 
was following the programme close¬ 
ly, beckoned the organisers and 
drew their attention evoking much 
laughter, as they quickly presented 
him with the commemoration coins. 
Mr Gandhi also quipped at the end 
of the speech that he had thought it 
was a part of the com shortage 
Life has become miserable for 
the common man who requires 50 
paise and 25 paise coins for his 
daily needs jSurpnsingly, it is not 
the Reserve Bank but the Bombay 


Electric Supply and Transport 
Undertaking (BEST), that has come 
to his rescue. BEST bus coupons are 
being converted to legal tender and 
used bv the smallest paanwalas and 
grocers as well as big stores like 
Kemp’s at the Taj Mahal hotel. 

In January last year, the bus 
coupons were printed only for use 
in biise.s as substitute for small 
change and these were valid for 
only three months. Said the BEST 
chairman, P.B. Kerkar, “The under¬ 
taking has printed bus coupons 
worth Rs 4,26,00,000 and sold bus 
coupons worth Rs 4,07,62,335 till 31 
March 1985. The undertaking in¬ 
curred an expenditure of about Rs 
2,9.3,800 per month towards print¬ 
ing and distribution of bus 
coupons.” Mr Kerkar said that it 
was done as a temporary measure 
because of the additional hardships 
faced by bus conductors and cash 
counting staff in handling and 
maintaining accounts of tiny bus 
coupons 

Howi'vei, the shortage continues 
and against the daily tequirement 
of small coins worth Rs 75,000, the 
undertaking receives .small coins 



Rgliv Gandhi (right) and Janardban Poojary with the RBI golden Jubilee commemo 
rmon coins 


worth Rs 11,500 from the Reserve 
Bank and Rs 6,500 from the conduc¬ 
tor’s daily collections. In March 
1981, when the situation was nor¬ 
mal, the Reserve Bank wa> sup¬ 
plying every week, coins worth Rs 
17,500 in ten paise and five paise 
denominations while the BEST’S re¬ 
quirement was for Rs 15,000 worth 
of ten paise and Rs 9,500 worth of 
five paise coins. By August 1981 
the supply started going down and 
has been reduced to a trickle 
Incidentally, each conductor 
deals with 600 to 700 commuters 
daily and all conductors together 
deal with 38 lakh passengers in 
Bombay, daily. While there is no 
official count of the number of 
coupons being used as legal tender 
by persons other than the BEST bus 
commuters, a rough estimate is 
that, at least coupons worth Rs one 
crore, if not more, are being used 
by taxi drivers, shopkeepers and 
the general public. 

Neither the Reserve Bank 
nor the finance ministry are wor¬ 
ried about this and nor has any 
citizen challenged the use of such 
coupons as legal tender. A year 
after the former Reserve Bank gov¬ 
ernor promised that the coin shor¬ 
tage would be over in six months, 
the government of India is thinking 
about importing 2,000 million coins 
in three denominations, worth Rs 
143.74 crores, at the cost of Rs 75 
crores. These will come from South 
Korea and the UK. Though the 
three mints in India are targeted to 
produce 2,000 million coins, a 33 
per cent shortfall is expected by the 
end of the year because the mints 
will not be able to deliver the 
goods. The Reserve Bank had inde¬ 
nted for 2,050 million pieces but 
production is expected to be just 
1,450 million pieces. 

Olga TisMs, Bombmy. 
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BIHAR 


Explo its of a “Mad” Officer 

A'SUbdiVisionai ojifif pi is in d 


T here are psychiatnsts wIk/ lit 
lieve that the Russian pnesi 
Rasputin was sustepriblt to bom ot 
mental illness, a hypothesis v tml i 
large number of historians dK‘‘ < 
Ram Das Jaiswal who lasted 11 d ns 
as the subdivisional offitf r (SDO j 
Khunti, a town 30 km fiom Ram hi is 
probably in the same boar Th mb 
small in numbti cornpaud i 
Rasputin’s devotees thi ni 
troversial officer too has man ijn <i ’> 
build up a following His di v > ft 
u insist that Jaiswal is an hoiu ' m 1 
]r unconyentional oftitcr and p >v n' 
interest groups art sjut id if 
rumours about his m* rital In ir i 
order to disci edit him 
Howevei farfetched the toniu 
tion may sound especial!, mv » < 

his abiasive siatemcms tin s'»0 
followers do have a po nt 11 > f< 
earned praise when lu cmi < 
lawyers and called them dish > 

He also evohe'd simplt pun I n i 
for ptttj cnmc" While tf 1 in ' 
down elaborate prottdu t i n i 
with these issue s tnt SIH) it, it 
involved paitus to hold then i 
and do sit-tip ‘ Otheis wiu 

manded and then asked i i < 
each other in the couii 
The righteous note ,tf *n tfi > 
er who thieatenid to tike > 
against corrupt oflicet > h d i 
jn local newspapers wine h i, 
j ihat the officer was aclui i c 
I. ■reformer Another new'i ip i ' d 
that the SDO had evolvid i i n i n 


r.nthoi of speedily disposing of 
t,i cf itiii the lawyers of Khunti were 
not amiiitel Ihe officer had not 
di'postdol iht cases, they pointed 
>m hut had merely dropped them 
with HI' hearing Ihe aiguments and 
lillonine, the set procedures The 
lowers thm bovcotted the SDO’s 
(lit at d tiled a complaint with the 
deput eommissiontr of Ranchi 
1 he g >\e nim< ni was aware of Mr 
1 nsi\ li s dmorniar behaviour Af 
t I beginnirif. Ins career m the Bihar 
I 1 Stum in the early Sixties, 
■ ti 'laf In w il was repeatedly su 
111 M cled anti made to hold unimpor 
t im post I ( w people took him very 
r 01 1’ nid he was usually de 
s I died IS a mad cap ’ His posting 
I thi sub livitional office! of Khunti 
I t( m I'llv was his first impoitant 

I isi Ilf, 1 h* post IS a sensitive one as 
kl I I n --till happens to be the nerve 

1 o1 the Jhaikhand movement 

II hi s 111 the restive tribal heartland 
ni hr ric<ntl> been m the news 
It m<( o) ihi protests against the 
' d'K lit Kotl Karo hvdel protect 
\ I i h 11 ma n' st tiled toi the last ten 
\ ns I he hitl miinster of Bihar 
B 1 III w.iri Dubev had been impress 
‘ a (I the need tor posting a young 
h > K St nid dynamic officer at Khunti 
UK In made ii known that he had 
II I t ei imi ot the 12 young IAS 
I iiti who foined the Bihar cadre 

K t i'l> to lie posted there Even 
iliei I.iiswal was finally posted, local 
(iiliti Is informed the government 


about their reservadons on the offic 
er Thus it took Jaiswal ten days 
before he finally assumed charge He 
lasted in his post for barely ten days 

What finally tilted the scale 
against the officer were his strange 
declarations He claimed that he had 
been sent to protect Hinduism and 
being more powerful than Hitler and 
Mussolini, he would wipe out all 
other religions He also added that 
he was destined to be the next Prime 
Minister of the country During his 
stint as SDO, he walked into a church 
and demanded that he be converted 
into a Christian Worse was to follow 
When a Christian tribal girl, who had 
been burnt and driven out of her 
home went to the SDO for help the 
officer offered to marry her 

Even after the government order 
asking him to relinquish charge and 
report to Patna was handed over i > 
him, he refused to vacate his cham 
bei until he received the proper 
government notification Shocked b> 
his transfer, Mr Jaiswal publicly re 
cited aloud verses from the Ram 
Chant Manas and Hanuman Cha/na 
while a number of armed poluemcn 
sat quietly andlisienedto his recitals 
Finally, Jaiswal brokf down and 
apologised to the journalists present 
who were almost immediately after 
wards roundly abused bv him Jais 
wdTs youngei brother and two of his 
sisters in law died in an accident two 
years ago Could this be the leason 
for his abnormal behavioui ■* But if 
the Bihar government was aware of 
Taiswal’s mental health why was he 
appointed SDO of Khunti Or is it 
that the government does not keep 
ai’y record of then officers’ 

Uttun Sanfupta, Rmicht 



Mr jAbwaiacfi) withtnrsaeemori Kumir 
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ktinyii Jaiswal with stiHients of hb'Vedic School which he ran in his houae 




SPOTLIGHT 


Prideofthe Poor 

I n 1951, hp came to the 
Chandrapur district of 
Maharashtra, with his 
family, six lepers and a 
cow, after renouncing a 
luxurious life and tearing 
up his licence to practise 
law What was a -patch of 
wasteland was converted 
into a base for social fe 
form Anandwan, set up by 
Baba Murlidhar Amte, be 
tame a haven for lepers 
and the destitute Hi5 was 
a relentless battle against 
social evils be it impro 
ving the lot of four millibn 
leprosy victims in the 
country or giving a new 
lease of life to the tnbals 
It was from here that Baba 
Amte vehemently triti 
cised the government’s de¬ 
cision to construct two 
dams in the heartland of 
Maharashtra which would 
have rendeied more than 





Fighting Forward 

I t appears that MPs these 
days aie making 
assaults, verbal or other 
wise After Amitabh Bach 
chan’s sally that politics 
was a “cesspool” sparked 
off a major row, hockey 
player turned MP, Aslam 
Sher Khan’s behaviour is 


Baba 4!n te mlsstonary _ 

75,000 Adivasis homeless 
The battle of the sep 
tuagenanan Gandhian, 
whose creed has been 
“chanty destroys, work 
builds,” IS not without its 
rewards he was recently 
awarded the Ramon Mag 
saysay Award for public 
service He was also the 
recipient of the Indira 
Gandhi Peace Award tor 
1985 



Aslam Sher khan niugh plu\ 


raising a lot of eyebrows, 
Khan, the Congress(I)*]SSJpf 
from Betul in Madhya 
Pradesh, was visibly ujisei 
when, at the general meet, 
ing of the Indian Hockey 
Federation held in Banga¬ 
lore lecently, it was de 
cided to recognise thft 
Bhopal Hockey Associa 
non The fact that tljfi 
association sponsored by 
Khan had been bypasa^ua 
and the members ^a^ 
sought to favour the one 
headed by his rival, Guf 
laneAzam, was what 
rankled the veteran 
sport >man He vent his 
spleen on Kishen Lai Pas 
SI, secretary ot the IHF, b> 
physically attacking him 
and then locking him up in 
his hotel room One wor 
ders why the Indian hcfflh 
ev team fails to show sue* 
verse and zest on the field** 



Death of a Magazine 

T he Hf‘1 ild Rlviow i rise 
weekly from the Bang even 


11 Col Kapoor soldiering on 


I weekly from the Bang 
alore ba%ed Dtccan 
Herald gioup bid a quiet 
adieu to the newsstands 
recently The wteklv 
largely a blend of political 
and economic repotting ot 
the armchair kind 
apparently found the 
going pretty tough in a 
market that is getting 
more and more competi 


rise Ihe magannt did not 
even complete a seal of 
evis-ence tailing short bv 
three issues With this the 
ambition of the DH gioup 
to “go national” suffers d 
setback Despite what 
surch must have been a 
chastening expeiience 
the last editoiial's <last ' 
words were ‘This theb fS ' 
no tearful faiewell much 
less a suicide note ’ Biavo' 


' Mr Boss 

H e IS a man with a fin 
gcr in every pie From 
the battle aiena to the 
tinsel town of Bombay may 
be a strange change of 
scene foi some, but not for 
It Colonel Raj Kapoor 
His film career started 
I soon after he resigned 
' fiom the armv and 
stormed into old fiiend 
I Raj Khosla’s office Khos- 
la, who has dii ected many 
films, had little choice but 
to give Kapoor a lole in 
one of his films Since 
then, ne has worked in 
over a dozen films includ 
mg Qurbani, and Dard ka 
Rishta, not to mention 


several advertisement 
films But Kapoor was not 
content with just being an 
actor in Hindi films He 
soon ventured into televi 
Sion sitcoms and now is 
acquiring new fans every 
week with his comic por 
trayal of Narinder Gupta, 
the adorable boss in the 
television serial, Mr Va 
Mrs’ He has plans to write 
TV scripts too. In fact, he 
has already written scripts 
for Havana, Hum Rahe Na 
Hum and Do Promt But 
what he would like to do 
most IS write comedies for 
television This should not 
be too difficult for him, 
considering his penchant 
for ohe line witnciims 


A Maestro, Anytime 


T ne sarod maestro, 
Ustad Amjad All 
Khan olaved before a 



Antjad All Khan fine rental 


select audience in Cat);mr 
Id on the evening of 5 
August It was not a scHe 
duled concert The maes 
no was in the citv to iitau 
gurate a new sound're¬ 
cording studio. Audio Cen¬ 
tre, run bv Biswant Pra* 
sad, the citv’s leading 
sound systems expert The 
studio, located on James 
Long Sarani has eight- 
track recording facility. 
After Amjad Ah Khan had 
cut the red i ibbon, he'svaS 
pet suaded to inaugui ate 
the studio with a recopd-' 
ing He obliged With a 
spell binding recitBi “of 
Raag Shudh Kalyant-^ ^ I 
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VARIETY/Science 


The Right Measure 

P resident Ronald 
Reagan’s highly publi¬ 
cised high-fibre diet has 
brought into focus the be¬ 
nefits of increased fibre 
intake. It has been proved 
that a daily intake of 30 or 
40 grammes of fibrous 
foods reduces the risk of 
coronary heart disease, di¬ 
verticulitis and growths in the colon. The fact that too 
much of bran is harmful as it can cause anaemia and 
calcium deficiency is a lesser-known truth. Nor is bran 
the answer to all ailments of the intestines: u has little 
or no effect on the most common intestinal disorder, the 
irritable bowel syndrome. Bran and other dietaryfibres 
contain phytic acid which prevent the absorption of 
iron, calcium and probably zinc. Cooking and other 
heating processes lower the level of phytates, thereby 
reducing the ill-effects of a very high-fibre diet 


Ihe Vital Nutrients 


Looking for‘«ld Air 

S cientists at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in 
New Mexico, USA, are 
looking for old telescopes 
and other sealed items 
that might contain "old 
air.” This could help deter¬ 
mine whether the world is 
experiencing a “green¬ 
house effect” or the phase 
in which there is an increased level of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere. The scientists believe that if items that 
are lying sealed for many years are opened in laboratory 
conditions, the air trapped inside could give a clue of the 
quantity of carbon dioxide that existed in the atmos¬ 
phere at the time, when they were sealed. Moreover, if 
such objects could be precisely dated, the results could 
provide a record of the changes in the level of carbon 
dioxide. Museums too have joined in the search for 
hollow buttons from military uniforms, to which a 
precise date can be determined. They are also looking 
for other hardware decorative items and artifacts to help 
in the research. 




A woman needs the right diet, before as well as during 
pregnancy. This has been underlined as doctors 
have laid an emphasis on the foetal alcohol syndrome; 
the physical and mental changes which can affect babies 
of mothers who drink or smoke heavily Although a good 
average diet will cover the needs of most pregnant 
women, special attention should be paid to the intake of 
folates, calcium, iron, zinc and iodines. Folic acid is 
basically needed during the first couple of weeks of the 
pregnancy, when not many women realise that they have 
conceived. Rich sources of folate are. yeast extracts, 
liver, broccoli, sprouts, kidneys and nuts. An expectant 
mother normally requires just over a litre of extra milk 
daily and the doctors recommend more cheese and milk. 
Meat is considered to be the best source of iron, and a 


woman with a history of anaemia should take iron 
isupplements during pregnancy. It has been established 
”that zinc levels faU when women are pregnant, which 
often leads to birth of smaller babies. Zinc which is 
found in meat, hver, kidneys, nuts and cheese is 
recommended to counter this trend. 


Power from Particles 


A new system that pro¬ 
vides continuous in¬ 
formation about exhaust 
particles produced during 
combustion can help scien¬ 
tists design acceptable 
ways of generating elec- 


z^////2zz 


ways oi generanng eiec- ^ i j t > i J J j l 
tricity from coal, accord- "77 /////////t 
ing to James Wang of San- // // / 

dia National Laboratories, 

Livermore, California. Recent tests have indicated that 
the new system could lead to the assimilation of rapid, 
reliable information about the amount and size of 
particles generated by various combustion systems. It 
can also gather vital data on combustion effluents or 
, airborne particles, which are of great value in hospitals, 
f microelectronics factories, foundries, gas turbines and 
hot gas cleanup equipment. 


E>rug for River Blindness 

A new drug that may be able to combat river blind¬ 
ness, which affects about 40 million people in Africa 
and the Americas, is being tested at Liverpool university 
in north-west England. Onchocerciasis, as the ailment is 
otherwise known, is one of Africa’s oldest and most 
intractable problems and is characterised by sub¬ 
cutaneous nodules and blindness. It is caused by the 
disease-carrying female of the black fly {umulium 
damnosum) family. The new drug, Invermectin, is a 
compound which was initially developed for veterinary 
use. Professor Michael Orme who is leading the Liver¬ 
pool team of scientists says it is now necessary to 
establish how the body handles theanti-onchocerciasis 
injections, which will make the drug more effective. 


Screening out Impurities 

A n effective way of test¬ 
ing blood tainted with 
AIDS or acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome has 
been discovered by Amer¬ 
ican scientists, according 
to a report in the Interna¬ 
tional Herald Tribune. Dr 
Harry M. Meyer, an offi¬ 
cial of the Food and Drug 
A iministration recently stated at a meeting held at the 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, USA, that the 
blood test “seems to be extremely valuable in screening 
out” blood contaminated with the virus that causes 
AIDS. The test which was evolved after continuous 
screening of blood supplied for transfusion, measures 
the amount of antibodies that the blood produces to 
combat the virus. Though it does not detect the virus, a 
close correlation has been found between the presence 
of the antibodies and the presence of the virus. By one 
scientific measure, the test is 99.8 per cent accurate in 
detecting contaminated blood. 
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Speedimk. An independent satellite 
communication system linking 
a global network covering every 
financial centre in the world To offer you 
perfect co-ordination of multi currency, 
multi-bank negotiations for your off-shore 
loan requirements 

That s what it takes to give you the edge 
And MongkongBank has it 
Isn t It time we talked"? 


<Ik 

MongkongBank 

Ttu llonqkong find Shanqhai Banhmq Corporation 

Bombay Calcutta Hew Delhi 
Madras VisaKhaoatnam 
Merchant Banking Division Bombay 
The British Bank of the Middle East Bombay 

Your financial edge, 
the world over. 




VARIETY/Sundayweek 


BEGINNING 18 AUGUST BY AMRITLAL 


«W« (15 Aprtt-.14 May) The 

week ahead is lucky for you. 
W Those who have appeared 

for competitive examinations 
wili come out with flying col' 
ours. Businessmen will get new opportuni¬ 
ties to expand their business while profes¬ 
sionals will make steady progress. On the 
financial front, some of you are likely to 
inherit wealth. Your health will improve but 
avoid undertaking journeys. 

Qoed dates: 22. 23 and 24. 

Luetiy numbers: 6. 7 and 8. 

Favourable direction: West. 


LEO (16 August—14 Septem- 
ber) This is not a good week 
professionals: you may 
come In for severe criticism 
from your employers. Your 
colleagues will also misunderstand you. 
Businessmen should be careful while deal¬ 
ing with their customers. However, those 
intending to get married will find this period 
favourable. Disputes regarding property 
will be resolved in your favour. 

Good dates: 21, 22 and 23. 

Lucky numbers: 4, 5 and 6. 

Favourable direction: South-west 


SAQITTARiUS (16 Deeambas- 
14 January) This is a favour- 
able week for romance. On 
the domestic front disputes 
will be settled. Children will 
do well in their studies. For those em¬ 
ployed in private concerns, there is a 
chance of going abroad. Students will 
make new friends but do not expect such 
relationships to last. Businessmen should 
be very careful while making investiments. 
Good dates: 20. 23 and 24. 

Lucky numbers: 2, 3 and 6. 

Fsvoursbie direction: North. 


TAURUS (16 May-Id Juno) 

Success in ail your ventures 
is a certainty for you this 
week. Professionals and 
businessmen will make 
steady progress. On the economic front, 
most of you will gam property through an 
unexpected source. Your domestic life will 
remain peaceful. This is a favourable phase 
for artists. 

Good dates: 20. 21 and 22. 

Lucky numbers: 2, 3 and 4. 

Favourable direction: South. 


GEMINI (15 Juno-14 July) 

The period is favourable for 
® lovers who can materialise 

I plans. Friends and 

relatives will contribute to 
your happiness. A promotion is in the offing 
for those in government service. A letter 
I will bring good tidings at the weekend. The 
week promises to be an enjoyable one. 
provided you take care of your health and' 
diet. 

Good dates: 19, 20 and 21. 

Lucky numbers: 5, 6 and 7. 

I Favourable direction; North-east. 


VIRGO (IS September—14 
October) The stars shine 
Igjp brightly on the economic 
Success in all your 
activities is a certainty this 
week. Businessmen will bag lucrative con¬ 
tracts while a promotion cannot be ruled 
out for those in government service The 
domestic front will be a source of inspira¬ 
tion. But do not neglect your health. 

Good dates: 18. 20 and 22 
Lucky numbers: 1, 2 and 3 
Favourable direction; North-west 


H LIBRA (15 October—14 
November) A |ob is m the 
offing for those who are un¬ 
employed This week you will 
come in contact with an in- 
jfluential person The home front will remain 
peaceful. This is the ideal time to get 
married. Businessmen should utilise 
opportunities that come their way On the 
economic front, you will have to shoulder 
additional responsibilities 
Good dates; 20. 22 and 24 
Lucky numbers: 7, B and 9 
Favourabie direction: West. 


CAPRICORN (IS January—14 
February) This is going to be a 
’ Clweek. Friends and 
\ relatives will be a source of 

A |oy. The weekend will keep 
you busy with social activities. Your 
domestic life will be peaceful. On the 
professional front, a promotion is forecast. 
A good lime for romance and friendship 
Bui guard your health and diet. 

Good dates: 18. 21 and 22. 

Lucky numbers: 3. 5 and 7 
Favourabie direction; South 


ADUARiUS (15 Febmary-14 
A.* -S v March) This is an extremely 
lucky week for businessmen: 
push your efforts to the 
utmost and do not waste time 
on socialising. Friends and relatives will 
prove very helpful. The time is equally 
favourable for those connected with the 
fine arts. A letter will bring good tidings. On' 
the economic front, some of you may gain 
money through an unexpected source. 
Good dates: 19, 22 and 23. 

Lucky numbers; 1, 5 and 8. 

Favourable diraction: South-east. 


ra yg g- cancer (15 July-ld Aupust) 

Enemies will be active during 
this period: do not take even 
your close friends and rela- 
lives for granted. Financially, 
you will run into rough weather. Someone 
at home may suddenly fall sick adding to 
your financial burden. Speculative ventures 
will yield fruitful results. 

Good dates: 18. 19 and 20. 

Lucky numbari; 3. 4 and 5. 

Favourable direction; North. 


SCORPIO (15 Novamber-14 
Decembor) A week of hectic 
social activity lies ahead of 
you. Financially, this is not a 
bright period: avoid gamb¬ 
ling. An unexpected person is likely to visit 
you during the weekend. Professionals and 
businessmen will make steady headway. 
A member of your family may fall ill 
Good dates: 19. 21 and 23. 

Lucky numbers; 2. 6 and 8 
Favourable direction: East. 


PISCES (16 Marcb—14 April) 

lii's is a good 
phase but avoid extrava- 
-d gance. This is the right time 
for businessmen to embark 
on new ventures. But professionals should 
be cautious while dealing with their super¬ 
iors. Those unemployed are likely to get 
jobs during this lucky phase. 

Good dates: 18. 19 and 24. 

Lucky numbers: 3, 4 and 9. 

Favourable directton: South-east. 


For tbose bom between 16 August and 14 September: 

You are always inspired by noble ideals and zealously guard the principles you believe in You are also ambitious and you do not 
hesitate to undertake challenging assignments. Most of you are compassionate by nature and at times you go out of your way to help 
friends and relatives. People look upon you with awe and admiration and this induces a sense of pride in you. If you can cuib this, 
you will rise in life. Women born during this period possess a fiieasing t ersonality. 
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MADRAS Although it is possible to 
play tricks with the camera, photo 
graphic evidence is normally accepted 
without questions This is what the city 
police commissioner did when he 
ordered, on wireless to suspend tht 
police constable who was found pil 
lion riding without a helmet and 
whose photogiaph was published <n 
the Indian Express (Madras edition; 
on 24 July Even the “helmeted’ sub 
inspector who was riding the motor 
cycle was nor spared in this cast The 
commissioner ordered his suspension 
foi granting his subordinate the pita 
sure of a helmetless ride —Indian F\ 
press (A Zafrulla Rahmani, Madras; 

MADRAS On 1 August, in a clevti 
jjloy to preclude the possibility of 
jnroup of college students creating any 

* rouble, PTC and the city polite 
'Arranged” two buses to feriy them 
back to their college, but not befoie 
collecting their concessional bus 
tokens About 60 students of 
Pachaiyappa’s college had come in a 
procession to garland the statui of 
Annaduiai on Anna Salat Fearing a 
clash, the police got in touch with the 
PTC officials, who immediately 
“arranged” two 27B buses to take 
them back to the college after the 
garlanding ceremony —The Hindu 
(TV Ravi, Madras) 

GUNJUR The officials of tht Disttict 
Rural Development Agency who distri 
buted 40 buffaloes to the In nefu laiies 
of a village in Pattipadu taluk had tht 
shock of their lives when they lettntlv 
visited the village for an inspection 
They were shown a single buffalo in 
turns by all the beneficiaries claiming 
It to be their own This was revealed 
by Dr Makineni Peda Rattayya, MLA 

* at the district planning board meeting 
held,recently-Arey| 4 finJe (Miss Asma, 
Hyderabad) 


BANGALORE Believe it or not, it 
happened on the night of 30 July A 
young man’s speeding car went out of 
control on Queen’s Rojfd, hit a culvert, 
knocked down an electrical terminal 
box, jumped a sloping tree trunk, flew 
into the air and landed with a thud in 
Cubbon Park Incredible, yet true The 
young man driving the car escaped 
with minor mjuries His wife, who was 
sitting next to him, miraculously 
escaped unscathed It all happened 
around the junction of Cubbon Road 
and Queen’s Road An eyewitness said 
the car was six feet up in the air for a 
shucking moment —Deccan He’ 'd (N 
Mohan, Bangalore) 

BIJAPUk Widows and elderly people 
who come to collect their pensions 
from the district ti asury here are 
faced with a new pioblem they have 
to prove that they ai alive Senior 
treasury officials said the pros '’nets’ 
identity >ard w^renota'ffi late proof 
even thougf the car \ uad their photo 
graphs and specimen signatures The 
pensioners now have to produce a 
Ining certificate Iht tehsildar of 
Bald 1 30 July issued one such 
ctrtilicoie to Bhimappa Vasappa 
Saxdlgi w»,( h< been r ,, >n».nsion 
for the past two iiiutu,.> 
liiia (Kailash Ukhade, » "ampore, 
Hooghly) 

KUMTA A school with five teachers’ 
That IS not a thing to wonder at, but 
when the total strength of students is 
lour It IS definitely intriguing, to say 
the least This is the state of affairs at 
tht Higher Primary Marathi School 
here While the school has seen better 
days in the number of students, the 
staff ol teachers has remained con 
stant—Indian Express (P Mohan kaj. 
Bangalore) 

C HlkMAGALUR A 16 year old physi 
tally handle apped girl passed her 
tenth standard examination this yeai 
by using her feet to answer the ques 
tion papers Daughter of Mr H V 
Gangadharappa, a progiussive agncul 
turist of Huligere village of Smgata 
gere Hobli in Kadur taluk, Bhagya was 
born without hands —Deccan Herald 
fM R Jayaprakash, Bangalore) 

FAINA f mpty t ties greeted the 
Bill 11 f.oitinoi Ml P Vtnkdtasub 
biali whtn ht went to file Bantpief 
Hall of Rai Bhavaii to host a tea party 
lor intmbeis of the Bihai I egislature 
The Governor was late, and beiause 
the 1 hiet ministei Mi Bindeshwari 
Diibey was also late, some of the 
guest, became impatient Disregard 
ing piotocol, they ate the snacks pro 
vidt'd and left Raj Bhavan —The 
statesman (Arati Ghosh, Calcutta) 


Without Comment 

Why prolohg President’s Rule (in 
Punjab)’ I have always had a 
feeling chat President’s Rule 
solves nothing--Rajiv Gandhi 

We shall not go down to the 
standards of scientists across the 
(Indo Pak) border If they feel 
they are very much advanced let 
them remain under that illusion— 
Khurshed Alam Khan, refemng 
to claims by Pakistani scientists 
that their nuclear capability was 
superior to India’s, quoted m The 
Telegraph 





I would not trust any single per 
son with power—whether he is 
the Chief Justice of India oi the 
law minister—P N Bhagwati 
Chief Justire of India, in India 
Today 

One uses )ust the light amount of 
loice not more not less foi the 
desired results We hit one ball to 
hit another and attei one ball is 
in the pocket vou pick it up ird 
bring It back into the game - 
Rajis (.andhi, comparing bil 
liaids to pnlilics, while loatigurat 
mg tilt 2'sth World Amateui Bil 
hards Championship recently 

My entire life had been a battle 
against boredom It does sum up 
my life—Edmund Hillary, New 
Zealand’s High Commissioner to 
India, in The Hindustan limes 
Sunday magazine 

What comes fiom the ban el of 
the gun you have to keep with the 
barrel of the gun—Bishop De 
smond Tutu, refusing to bow to 
the South African government’s 
emergency restrictions on what 
Jie could preach at funerals, 
qubted in The Telegraph 
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BY SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Figure it Out 



Which of the numbered sculptures will fit the base? 


Shape Sleuth 



Here is a square that has been cut into pieces. Can you 
reassemble it? Remember that there are pieces of 
another dismembered object mixed up with the pieces 
you need. 


Party Piffle 

Srilata was celebrating her birthday with a party. 
Since her name was made up of seven letters, she 
decided that she would invite only those of her friends 
whose names also contained seven letters. We give the 
names of seven of these friends below. But the name of 
the eighth is a mystery. If you fit in each of the seven 
names correctly into the horizontal lines of the grid 
given below, the eighth name will appear diagonally in 
the bold squares. Can you say what it is? 



The names of the girls we know are Farzana, Savitri, 
Basanti, Pnanka, Bhavana, Sangita, Vatsala 


Look Again! 



Which of die four numbered hands could be placed 
le^cally with the five hands shown in the illustration? 





















TEASERS 


A-maze-ing Journey 


ilutions to last week’s Teasers: 



Given that the distance betwetn two dots is one 
kilometie how quicklv can you figuit out which is 
nearest to the taxi at the junction shown b the arrow’ 
The airport or the railway station'' 


Witsharpener 




laic. Tale, Tare, Tars, Tore, Tors, Tops, Tope 
Figure it Out. 


264 


Q I C O ’ 

156 213 258 264 258 

Each of this group of objects has a value The values of 
the objects have been totalled together and this is 
marked alongside All but One of the totals of tha 
horizontal and vertical lines has been given and also the 
total of one of the main diagonals Can you now hejfl&ce 
the question mai4c with the correct value* * 





Personality Plus* Swami Vivekananda 
Quick Think: Ludicrous 

Mindbender: (6 x 13) + (11 x 2) = 78 + 22 = 100 Stnke 
13 SIX times and 11 twice 

WUrdPowenDRE/j^MOEBATHTUBER ASERP 
B'NTAGONDOLA ~ 

BlaMkagrams: Asia, Europe, Chihuahua, Ai, Automation, 
Eene, Idea, Oboe, Opera, Queue 


MMlMf 24 AuguM 
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It had to happen Modern information 
atorage technology end chess could not in 
the long run fall to mate They have 
spawned a curious family of publications 
called ‘New in Cheas' which do not in fact 
appear to be new in cheas, merely space- 
age variations of existing species 
Briefly, there are four ‘New m Chess' 
products, all oriented towards openings A 
Keybook of games between 1070 and 1982 
serves as a cross between 'Modem Chess 
Openings' and an index, at £27 a some¬ 
what extravagant index Six monthly half 
year books update the Keybook (an 
obvious comparison here is with the 
Informator serras) There are also monthly 
and quarterly news magazines 
The technological advance is the use of 
a computer database system to hold the 
source material Sounds impressive, but 
the effect is not noticeable A facility for 
example, to subscribe for six monthly 
reports on developments in ones pet 
opening would exploit the computers 
potential, but this kind of service Is noi tc 
my knowledge available The point 
therefore is that behind the technological 
glitter New in Chess does not appear to 
be offering anything that existing stone 


VARIETY 


Cm ss 


Chow (Black) 



Georghiu (White) to move 

age publications do nut in then vaiious 
corners of the market already provide 
By contrast a game unlikely to find it* 
way into any openings marnial 

White O Ooorghiu Black Chow t igiiil 
Opening New York Open ■'a84 


1 P-QB4 
3 KJOBS 
B0-K4 
7 BxB 
9N-KN6 


0-OB4 

IMl-t 

N-N5 

N-Q6-I 

Q-N3 


2 N41B3 N Kfcf 
4 PxP Nvk 
6 &-m fV K- 

B K-B1 tkb 
lOU-BJ 


Bkiik 


1 he deel below is cunouslv deceptive T wo 
experienced players both muddled it at the 
table 


Dealer South Garfie all 

4 7542 
910 6 

♦ AQJ3 
4A8S 

N 

4 4 led W E 

4 AKQJ 
9 AQ7642 

♦ K 

4 J 3 

1 he contract was Six Spades snd West 
led a low club South won with the ace in 
ouinmy drew three rounda of trumps, and 



overtook the king of ti 11 i 

club on ttie queen Then hr t ,«li tin. 
finaaae 


Do you see ariything wiong with 
This was the lull hand 


I a 

p an 


IHt 


An intprovelnent on 10 0-4(2 which led to 
D brilliant win for Black In a gerrM 
Polugaevaky Tel 1979 published irt this 
roUimn 


10 P-BS 

12 P-QfWI 


11P-ON3 Q-ra 


SuirM.nq but strong If 12 PxP 13 
N Ni- with dual threats of N-87+ and 
OxN 


12 

14 PxP 


K-Q2 13M-N9 
N|B3)-K41S 0-N3 


N-«| 

0-83 


DIAGRAM 

16 B N7I NxB 

Or l( QxBP 17 BxN NxB+ 18 P-03' 
NxP 13 R Cl 

ITQxN QxPi 18P-03' NxP 

1«|R01 R.OI 20NXKPI Reeigiw 


1 1 1- Mil 


t* I 
A 0 


l( '4 . 


4 96 
9K J98 
♦ 8764 
4K96 


4» / ‘ 4 7 

9 to 6 
A 0 J t 
A. 4 8 ' 

N 

W I 
b 

4 AhQ j 

9 A Q / 5 4 2 

♦ K 

4 J3 

II e heart finesse surteeded but when 
th( uii broke 4-1 South was a trick ahort 

When he wins the first club in dummy, 
‘■o til must lake the heart finesse Im- 
nud alely It holds, and when the trumr i 
bruak 3- 2 he has twelve tricks on top. h' 
jimpl> draws trumps, cashes king of 
disninnds and ruffs the third round of 
hearts He doesn't need to develop any 
long hearts 

LH NI [ RF-LSE 


QUESTIONS 

I Which sea is known as the Mediterra 
nean of the north? 

? Whdt do the following have in com¬ 
mon nvileepstnhji Vinoo Mankad Man¬ 
sur All Khan Pataudi, B S Chan 
drasekhar and Kapil Dev? 

Cl Cathay is the old name of which 
I ountry'^ 

4 Which Roman emperor made Caesar 
, a title to be conferred on the heir pre 
I sumptive to the throne'^ 

I 5 Which country is the largest producer 
j of chillies? 

' 6 What IS the equivalent rank of a 
I lieutenant colonel in the Indian Navy? 

7 What IS a barbican'^ 

I 8 The 22nd amendment of the Indian 


Oi I._ 

Constitution led to tht iTridtion ot u >i(-w 
state Name the slutt 

9 In the Bible the age of jniy onr 
woman is recorded Who** 

10 Which stale or unioii leuitoiy m Ind "s 
IS the most densely populeli*d’ 

11 Name the first wpjterr scioiii to 
translate the Aiabiar Siiht, 

12 The national luniidc i ^ ki 
country are Spanish ' je iiu 

13 Name the first Du e* to be * u 

president of the Indian National ( on 
grass I 

14 With which mathematician is the 
development of set theory associated'’ 

15 Name the European organisation set 

up in May 1949 with its headquarters m 
Strasbourg to achieve unity and socio 
economic progress * 


edojn 3 (o iiounoo em SI 
jojueo 6toeo Pi 
ein/^ ebjoe© ei 
njod Zl 
JBIOUbS 

l< luoiio qouajj e ‘pueiie© euioiuy u 

imoQ 01 
e)iM suieqetqv ‘qejes 6 
eAeieqBeyv 8 
urpjqMUjp aig pueiep oi pesn eiisso 
o iwo) puiiipo) o )0 >powjno oqj. / 
japueuiuioQ g 
eipui s 

av 9Cl ui ueupBH Jojediua p 
euiqp c 

iea( eqt lo gjeie)|ouo se uapstM 
Aq peieuiuiou ueeq ue eAeq ^qj. 2 
ess O4|B0 eta I 
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REMEMBER LAST VEAR WHEN WE WERE 
ALL 5ITTIN6 AROUNP THE CHRISTMAS 
TREE OPENING OUR PRESENTS ^ 




'' UJHY PO WE HAVE TO BE NICE TO EACH 

OTHER ONLY ON CHRISTMAS? WHY CAN'T WE 

BE NICE TO EACH OTHER EVERY PAY ^ " 



SCIEN CE 

How Useful are Nitrates? 


I n much of western Europe drink¬ 
ing water from boreholes is 
-'^already contaminated by nitrate, to a 
level that the EEC has decided is 
“unacceptable." This pollution will 
grow steadily worse. Farmers are 
drenching their land with nitrate 
fertilisers, which will percolate down 
into the water supply over the rest of 
this century. Does it matter? Are 
nitrates really bad for you? 

The evidence that nitrate is harm¬ 
ful is circumstantial: regions where 
people have high-nitrate diets also 
have high rates of stomach cancer. 
This is logical: bacteria in the mouth 
and stomach are known to redct with 
nitrates to make “nitroso” com¬ 
pounds that are damaging to tissue 
and therefore possibly carcinogenic. 
A layman might think that would 
stand up in a court of science as 
reasonable proof. 

A team of epidemiologists at Ox¬ 
ford’s Radcllffe Infirmary has just 
demonstrated how wrong that lay¬ 
man would be. They said that the 
^correlations between nitrate intake 
and cancer were too broad to be 
trustworthy, and set out to research a 


more precise pattern. They mea¬ 
sured the nitrate levels in people’s 
saliva in different parts of Britain, 
some with high stomach-cancer i ates 
and others with low rates. After 
allowing for confounding variables 
(eg. cigarette smokers tend to get 
stomach cancer more often than non- 
smokers, most people have high ni¬ 
trate levels in their .saliva after 
meals), they concluded that there 
was a strong inverse correlation' the 
high cancer-risk areas liave little 
nitrate and the low cancer-risk areas 
a lot of it. Nitrate—or something that 
tends to go with it—seems to have a 
protective rather than a damaging 
effect. Warning; the Oxford study 
may be warped by .some special Brit¬ 
ish factors. Nitrate could still be a 
danger. In some parts of the world a 
blood disorder called methaemoglo- 
binaemia is definitely caused by nit¬ 
rites (by-products of nitrates). 

Despite Oxford’s findings, water 
authorities are steeling themselves 
for expensive remedies as nitrate 
levels rise above the EEC’s recom¬ 
mended limit of 50 milligrams per 
litre of water. The Association of 



i Dutch Water Production Companies 
1 estimates that this limit will be 
i breached soon in a ijuarter of Hol- 
i larid’.s supplies. This will triggei 
! treatment for 100m cubic metres of 
I groundwater a year in Holland. In 
I Britain, the ultimate cost could be 10 
I times that. 

1 Meanwhile, researchers at the' 
Agricultural University of Wagening- 
en in Holland have developed a ni¬ 
trate extraction technique, which, 
they say, will make groundwater 
drinkable Their technique combines 
the two existing processes of ion 
exchange and biological denitrifica¬ 
tion. As the water flows through the 
ion exchanger—a column of resinous 
material—nitrate is extracted and 
replaced by bicarbonate. The nitrate 
is then “consumed” in another denit¬ 
rification column by special bacteria. 
These bacteria eat away at nitrate, 
transforming it into innocuous nit¬ 
rogen gas. The result is water which 
is waste-free but has a bicarbonate 
concentration of 100 milligrams per 
litre for every 50 milligrams of ni¬ 
trate removed. The Wageningen re¬ 
search leader. Dr Abraham Kalp- 
wijk, compares this with spa water 
and claims such concentrations of 
bicarbonate are both safe and tasty. 
By »rrwtig0ment wfHi The Economlet 






















DELHI DIARY 




NTR’s 

Opposition 

T he anti-NTR atmos¬ 
phere is gathering 
ground in the opposition. 
After the Andhra units of 
various opposition parties 
opposed NTR’s “dictato¬ 
rial ways” some leaders at 
the central level too spoke 
openly against him, but 
only at the intra-party 
level. A big anti-NTR lob¬ 
by has been built up in 
parties like the Janata but 
their problem seems to be 
that their own senior lead¬ 
ers are opposing any anti- 
NTR moves at the mo¬ 
ment. Their thinking 
seems to be that any stand 
against NTR would be con¬ 
strued as siding with the 
Congress(I). “But,” said an 
agitated young Janata 
leader who had just re¬ 
turned from Andhra 
Pradesh, “how can oppo.s- 
ing NTR be taken as a 
pro-Congress(I) move for 
NTR has himself made 
friends with the Congres- 
s(I) now.” NTR’s new 
found love for New Delhi 
has created anger not only 



N.T. RamaRao 


in the opposition camp but all, if NTR makes up with 
also among senior Andhra the Congress(I), what will 
Congress(I) leaders. After happen to them? 


Charan Singh 
Remembers 


T he octogenarian Lok 
Dal chieftain, 
Chaudhary Charan Singh, 
is neither seen in Parlia¬ 
ment (he is among the few 
of the opposition’s front¬ 
line leaders in Parliament 
now, Chandra Shekhar 
having lost the polls and 
Shared Pawar resigning 
his seat after being 
elected to the Maharash¬ 
tra Assembly) nor has he 
been very active on the 
party front. Lok Dal 
sources say that the 
Chaudhary has been assi¬ 
duously at work on two 
books. One of them is said 
to be a continuation of his 
thesis on “the Indian situa¬ 
tion,” as Charan Singh 
sees It. The other project, 
however, is the more in 
retesting one. It has tenta 
tivelv been titled, “The 
Chat an Singh Papers” and 
It J.s, inevitably, on the 
Janata mteiiegnum of 
1977-1979. To be sure, the 
book, when it comes out, 
will kick up another flash¬ 
back controversy. 


•D.; 


Rumour 

Exchange 

O n Friday, 2 August, 
the foreign exchange 
marker all over India did 
not open till noon. Reason, 
the Reserve Bank of India 
had not announced the 
sterling-rupee middle 
rate. The market was rife 
with rumours that a sharp 
movement in pound sterl¬ 
ing abroad had driven the 
rupee outside the plus- 
minus 2.5 per cent band of 
the basket of cuirencies; 
that the union cabinet was 
in session and the Prime 
Minister was seized of the 
matter. Was a devaluation 
on the cards? The fact was 
that none of these had 
happened. Due to heavy 
rainfall in Bombay that 
morning, the RBI staff who 
know the basket formula 
could not turn up for work. 
Only when they reported 
around noon could the 
market open, and the 
rumours subside. 


A History of 
Labour 

I f the Bureau of Public 
Enterprises is to be be¬ 
lieved, then Rajiv Gandhi 
was (he Prime Minister on 
15 August 1984. The BPE 
invited nominations from 
public .sectoi undertakings 
in the end of July for the 
Shram Ratna, Shram 
Bhushan, Shram Sri, 
Shram Devi and Shram 


Foreign 

Travel? 

I s the morning Airbus 
flight from Calcutta to 
Delhi being treated as an 
international flight? The 
international departure 
I lounge of the Dumdum air¬ 
port IS being used for the 
check-in, passengers pass 
through the “immigra¬ 
tion” door before pro¬ 
ceeding for the security 
check (though there is no 
checking at this point). 


Veer awards. Rajiv Gan 
dhi had announced the in 
stitution of these awards 
in a workers’ rally in 
Dhanbad on 1 May. The 
BPE circulai said that the 
awards had been insti¬ 
tuted by Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi on Inde¬ 
pendence Day last year 
(when Mrs Gandhi was the 
PM, Rajiv Gandhi as a 
Congress general secret¬ 
ary could not have made 
such an announcement). 


The duty free shop of the 
Indian Tourism Develop¬ 
ment Corporation (ITDC), 
laden with imported goods 
provides a good distrac¬ 
tion for the passengers 
waiting in the queue for 
security check It is only at 
this point that passengers 
realise that they are not on 
an international flight— 
the shop is closed at that 
hour. With dwindling in¬ 
ternational traffic, the air¬ 
port authorities apparent¬ 
ly had to think of utilising 
the facilities at Dumdum 


Mistakes of chronology 
apart, the very fact that 
the BPE circular was sent 
in early August shows that 
while deciding the name.^ 
the sponsoring undertakj\ 
ings had to act in haste. 
Apparently the Prime 
Minister’s announcement 
about awards for efficien¬ 
cy did not make the con¬ 
cerned officers shrug off 
their lethargy from 1 May 
to end-July, no action was 
taken on the matter. 


in a better way. The Brit¬ 
ish Airways having de¬ 
cided to withdraw, now 
only the Soviet Union’s 
Aeroflot, Thai Internation¬ 
al, Bangladesh Biman and 
Royal Nepal Airlines fly 
into Dumdum. And 
perhaps in tune with the 
Marxist government in the 
state, two more communist 
countries’ airlines, Lot of 
Poland and Balkan of Bul¬ 
garia, are planning ser¬ 
vices to the city in the neafr 
future. 

D.E. HIxmnadMi 
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Bajaj Automation 


The reason why B<y<o Auto is the largest scooter maker is fairly 
simple. 

Automation: The technology that helps produce India’s finest 
scooters and three-wheelers. The system whidi transfers much of the 
responsibility for production and quality control fi^om the operator to 
the machine. 

That’s how Bcycu Auto made over 300,000 vehicles last year. 
That is how we will be making over 700,000 vehicles a year by 
1987-88. 



It takes years to gear up for such vast 
production; but the experience gained over 
25 years will enable us to achieve this 
target And add even more rapidly to the 
almost 2 million Bajaj vehicles already 
on the road. 


b^SlI auto ltd 

Value for money, for years 
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...well, just look at him 


It was unliclicvable' 

'Itie litflcss walls were 
translormcd before m\ eyes 
Pale lilac lulia Gieen 
1 had -t 4 shades to gi\ e niv 
walls And it was so casv 
to clean 

‘■'Otliat was more 
unbelievable w'as the way u 


changed my husband 


'flipping up breakfast 


Putting up new posters He 


IS a new man' ’ 


That s the magic of 
Supeilac An extraordinary 
w'allpaint Made by 
one of the 


leading paint 


companies in 






the c ountrv today Shalimai 
Paints 

I’rv Superlac 

And |ust watch your world 
c hange' 

SUPERLAC 

Acrylic Plastic Emulsion 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Singh 


More on Tagore 

M V lengthy, illustrative review of 
William Radice’s translations 
of Tagore s poems brought me a crop 
of translations done by othei admir 
ers of Gurudev soliciting mv help to 
have them published Since 1 do not 
know Bengali and therefore unable 
to judge their accuracy, the best I 
could do was to give them the names 
of publisheis who might be in 
terested Amongst these were a few 
samples of renderings done by a 
foreign padre Brother James of St 
Joseph High School in Dhaka (Bang 
ladcsh) Since I found them very 
readable 1 showed them to Sankar 
PiasadMitia retiied Chief Justice of 
Bengal who sits next to mt in the 
Rajva Sabha He spent quite some 
I time going over them and marked 
I those vei sc s which he felt were faith 
I ful to the oi iginal, One is apparently 
on the nature ot the divinity lagou 
I like Sufis and the Bhakti poets re 
I garded the lelationship between the 
seckti and the sought on pat with 
I the yearning ot a lover feir his bt 
love d 

Im not siiong enough 
i to bear the burden of voui love 
So in this woild you have, mtiei 
fully 

set between us a gicat barrier— 
The wills of joys of soirows of 
honeuii 

of p< ople of possessions 
From time to time 
Vou let youiselt be seen slightly 
from behind the lattice, 

In the breaks in the dark clouds 
I see the tempeied light of the un 
But to him to whom vou give the 
power 

to beat the but den ot limitless 
love. 

You remove completely 
all screens, all obstructions 



You put in front of him no bar 
riers 

of home or family. 

You don’t keep anything of his 
You bring him down the path 
and impoverish him 
He minds not his pride nor insults 
nor the fear bied of shyness or 
shame 

You alone and by youistlf 
become his whole woild his 
whole life 

In this way he stays 
fate to face with you. 

He has nothing moio to do 
but till his life with you 
Bor him who has obtained this 
mercy 

there is now no limit to his desire 
He has cast aside all other desires 
the bettei to give vou room ’ 

For seasonal reasons 1 found the 
following poem vei y evocative Since 
the last lines of every verse art 
repeated, it is likely to be a song 


Today I set 

the monsoon's semblance in man. 
He moves on thundering. 

He moves on the dark airay 
In his heait theie dances a dread 
fill force, 

He lushed on abolishing all 
bounds 

Under what compulsion 
docs (loud clash against cloud 
and pioducc thunder'^ 
today 1 sec 

the monsoon’s semblance in man 
Vast masses move on toward the 
distance 
in clusters, 

not knowing why they do so 
riity don t know at all 
at the foot of which great moun 
tain 

some sombit braban day 
they 11 dissolve into watei 
Ni ither does man know 
what a tin adlul world of lift and 
d( ath 

IS bound up 

with his dirk and dreadful gran 
deui 

Today I see 

the monsoon’s semblance in man 
In the northeast corner of the sky 
haik the stoims voice 
It IS whispering with a rumbling 
sound 

Bt vond the hon/on in the motion 
less datkness 

What destiny bears its speechless 
pain-’ 

In the deep gloom 
some black fantasv is forming 
to do Its imminent task 
loday 1 set 

ihi moil oon s semblance in man 

Desai Versus Sarkar 

T he late Rhulabhai Desai was re 
nowmd lor his icady wit which 
helped him to score over his advei 
sanes in debate I ess is known of an 
equally witty and lesouicefui person, 
Sn N N Saikdi who happened to be 
the law ministei befoie Independ 
elite Sarkai was introducing a bill to 
make pic)vi,ions for the care of ille 
gitimate children and misti esses who 
were left unprovided by men they 
had lived with Desai thought he 
would put Saikar on the spot by 
asking ‘ Mav 1 know from the Hon 
’bit law minister what is his govern 
ment’s attitude towards men keeping 
mistresses'’ 

N N Sarkai was quick to retort 
“Sir, we have no lirst hand expert 
cnee of such relationships and will be 
happy to leceive guidance from hon 
ourable members like yourself who 
have more knowledge and expen 
ence of the subject ’’ 
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EXCLUSIVE / Kuldip Nayar 



Rajiv Gandhi has 

t brought a 
refreshing new 
image with him. 
Regardless of 
what he does, 

Mr Gandhi 
represents 
something 
authentic for the 
common man. 

He has a positive 
approach to 
problems and his 
sincere efforts to 
tackle them 
boldly have been 
widely 

* appreciated by 
one and all. 


A PM Who Dares 


T he late Prime Minister, Indira Gan 
dhi, had her detractors Most of them 
did not like her because of the way in 
which she ruled the country Her 
policies often aroused distrust This was 
apparent after she imposed the Emergency 
in 1975 Even after she came back to power 
in 1980, she did little to allay fears people 
had about her 

Rapv Gandhi inherited this popular mis 
tiust In fact, in the first phase of his prime 
ministership, Rajiv Gandhi had done little to 
put the people at ease His speeches during 
the Lok Sabha and the Assembly polls along 
with his party’s advertisements in the media 
only deepened doubts about the hones 
IV of his intentions Today, however, the 
Pitme Minister is seen in new light His deft 
handling of the Punjab, Assam and Gujarat 
problems has won him the hearts of every 
Indian who has the security of the country 
uppermost m his mind The solution to the 
problems has also won him the trust of 
everyone including Indira Gandhi’s detrac 
tors According to political observers, Prime 
Ministci Rajiv Gandhi’s policies have 
eained him respectability among intellec 
luals 

The number of sycophants still remains 
high because they aie primarily concerned 
with making false pretences, not with the 
nation’s problems oi policies They will 
continue to beat their drums no matter who 
IS at the helm of affairs But they are a 
minority There is a large majority among 
Rajiv Gandhi’s supporters who are relieved 
that tensions in the country are easing Most 
people alsr' feel that the Prime Minister has 
the ability and courage to tackle even the 
most difficult of problems That his style of 
opeiations is completely different from his 
inother’s is an accepted fact His mother 
often alienated many people with her efforts 
to delay the settlement of the problems She 
had a knack for making her countrymen feel 
that India was on the brink of disaster and 
only she could steei the country to safety 
Rajiv Gandhi being young himself has 
helped His age is a reassurance that the 
aspirations of the young will be understood 
and they will be provided the role previously 
denied them by the elders Apart from a few 
disorderly and riotous members of the youn 
ger generation, most lawyers, executives, 
economists, doctors and even olficials feel 
the existence of a common bond between 
themselves and the PM 

Rajiv Gandhi has brought a refreshing 
new image with him Regardless of what he 
actually does, Mr Gandhi represents some 
thing authentic for the common man has 
a positive approach to problems and his 
sincere efforts to tackle them boldly have 
been widely appreciated by one and all His 
supporters do not need to put forward argu 


ments to defend him like Mrs Gandhi’s sup 
porters 

Had Indira Gandhi nut toipedoed the 
solutions in the last stages, the Puniab and 
Assam pioblems would have been sohed | 
much earlier While the delay m soh ing the 
Punjab problem saw the entry of Bhindian 
wale, the Assam problem almost teat bed 
flashpoint when the late Prime Ministei 
took the then Assam governor L P Singh to 
task for having offered 1967 as the tut olt 
year 

Though Raiiv Gandhi’s eftoi ts to solve tht 
country’s problems are genuine manv attis 
ists and intellectuals cannot help feeling 
concerned at the corruption, vulgants i id 
waste usually associated with the go 'in 
ment which continues unabated ChdO‘ ind 
callousness at the lower Icttls of admmistia 
non and the nexus among palitic aiis 1 11 
minals and the police also lontitiuts 't is 
even more difficult foi thesi innlliv*u.ii 
and activists to reconcile themselves to ilu 
brutal laws the Rajiv Gandhi govtrnnunr 
has enacted to suppress libtitv uiidn tlu 
pretext of taking action against iiikhsi* 
They find it odd that the Congifsd) shi ild 
be dominated by the Raicndia Kunia’i Ri 
jpais, the Sheila hauls and K K Ttw.iii wl 
have neither anv convictions nor the p din 
al base The more Mr (landh illows s ii h 
people to speak for him oi liis paitv ilu 
gi cater will be the doubts about tht dawm u 
of a new era which the PM has hitn talking 
about 

Another pioblem with Ra,iv (,andhi is Ins 
infatuation with bureaucrats who taiin it 
rise above the piccedeiiis and prcjuduis 
they have themselves built up ovci the 
years The most well meaning of program 
mes have gont awiy becau‘'t ol them 
According to manv the lessei tht burcauc 
rats are in the picture, the bettei it would be 
for the Prime Mimstei and his policies 

Even if Rajiv Gandhi’s ttonomic piogiam 
mes take time to fructify—at least this is the 
reason being attributed for the absence ol 
any visible change in the extent of povertv 
and unemployment—for the common pto 
pie, reforms to benefit the pooi and the 
deprived are more important th in 
announcements of intent On strutinisnig 
the PM’s work in the economic field m inv 
feel that the new policies favoui the tippet 
crust of society more than those at the lowei 
levels Besides, they fail to undei stand how 
high technology alone can oust unemplov 
ment and povertv 

They may be sceptics, but it is important I 
to note that these very people could have- 
helped Rajiv Gandhi give the countiv the | 
political and economic thrust which it had 
lost under Indira Gandhi's authoritarian 
rule 
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OPINION 


A Sigh of Relief 


T he cover story, Punjab; Peace At 
Last? (4 —10 August) by 
Shubhabrata Bhattacharya was 
praiseworthy. The settlement with 
Sant Longowal is a remarkable 
achievement on the part of the Prime 
Minister and his government. Arjun 
Singh deserves special credit for his 
role in bringing about the accord. 
However, I feel, due honour should 
be given to those Sikhs who had 
opposed extremism and were loyal to 
the government all through the 
crisis. 

Nirjhar Dasgupta, Calcutta 

• The Punjab accord came to us as a 
pleasant surprise. Rajiv Gandhi and 
Sant Longowal both deserve acco¬ 
lades for promoting peace in the 
state. Sant Longowal has become a 
hero in our eyes. He took up the task 
of uniting the Hindus and the Sikhs 
inspite of major opposition from the 
militant wing of the Akali Dal. But 
the man who commands our tincerest 
respect is Arjun Singh. His efforts to 
bridge the gulf of differences be¬ 
tween the government and the Aka- 
lis yielded fruit. 

Subroto Nandi, Dhanbad 

• The cover story gave us a detailed 
report on how the accord was 
reached between the Prime Minister 
and Sant Longowal. It has the unani¬ 
mous approval of all, save a few 
disgruntled elements who are bent 
on creating mischief in the country. 
The Prime Minister has displayed a 
lot of dexterity and foresight by 
resolving the Punjab tangle so ex¬ 
peditiously. Sant Longowal must be 
commended for his fortitude which 
he showed at this critical juncture. 
The accord signals an end to the 
period of violence and confrontation 
and ushers in a new era of peace and 
progress. 

Arvinder Singh Walia, Calcutta 

• With the signing of the accord, the 
Punjab problem has at last been 
solved. Let us hope that this agree¬ 
ment will pave the way for solving 
the other outstanding problems con¬ 
fronting the country. 

Prodip Dhar, Dibrugarh (Assam) 

• The signing of the Punjab accord 
is the happiest event of the year. 
Though the Punjab impasse could 
have been solved earlier, without the 
loss of so many innocent lives, it is 
better late than never. There are 
bound to be voices of dissent because 
everyone is not likely to be satisfied 



with the accord. But disgruntled 
leaders like Badal and Tohra should 
stop sulking and support it 
wholeheartedly for the unity of the 
nation. 

Smita Narang, New Delhi 

• It has been rightly pointed out by 
Shubhabrata Bhattacharya that “the i 
accord is unique and has brought a 
sigh of relief to the entire nation.” 
The mild threats from some quarters 
are likely to melt in the coming 
months with the emergence of Sant 
Longowal as the universally 
accepted leader and mentor of the 
Sikhs. 

Shyamal Gupta, Burdwan (WB) 

• The wholehearted support of the I 
people to Rajiv Gandhi and Sant I 
Longowal acted as a source of coin¬ 
age to the leaders in their efforts to 
remove uncertainty and tension from 
the life of the nation. What could not 
be done in years, has been attained 
in a very short time because where 
there is a will there is a way. This 
agreement will unnerve the extrem¬ 
ists, both in India and abroad. 

D.D. Mehta, New Delhi 

• A positive step has been taken to 
restore the traditional friendship be¬ 
tween Sikhs and Hindus. The Prime 
Minister has proved that his govern¬ 
ment not only works but works fast to 
produce results. Sant Longowal and 
his advisers have also shown great 
statesmanship, fortitude and courage 
in rising above the bitterness of the 
past. 

Jai Kumar Mulchandani, Lucknow 


• I was surprised by Khushwant 
Singh’s statement that Indira Gandhi 
lacked “foresight and statesmanship” 
(Punjab Lives Again). Does he 
mean to say that Mrs Gandhi did not 
have these qualities and that Rajiv 
Gandhi possesses them? 

Atia Mishra, Cuttack 

• The articles presented a well- 
balanced and factual view of the 
post-accord period. However, I was 
amused by Khushwant Singh’s sug¬ 
gestion that both Rajiv Gandhi and 
Arjun Singh should be awarded 
Bharat Ratnas for their achieve¬ 
ments. A Prime Minister does not 
deserve the highest award of the 
country just for solving a pressing 
internal issue. 

B. Ganesh, Jamshedpur 

• How Fai IS Peace? made interest¬ 
ing reading. With the signing of the 
Punjab accord it has been jiroved 
that the Indira Gandhi era is behind 
us and a new phase of political 
development has begun Indeed, an 
issue which had posed dangers for 
the country's integritv has been re 
solved. The atcoid should be viewed 
impartially and not in terms of a 
victory or a deleat 

K.K. Tagefa, Nen Delhi 

• Though the Piime Minisiei has 
solved the Punjab problem success¬ 
fully, there are othei problems like 
the Tamil issue in Sri Lanka and 
sharing of water between Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, 
confronting him. We hope he takes 
the same initiative in solving the 
major internal issues as well as coun¬ 
ter the nucleai bomb threat from 
Pakistan. 

P. Ramam, Ahmedabad 

• A step taken after a costly delay of 
at least 16 months, .should have been 
taken with great humility and sobrie 
ty. Now when emotional factors have 
overshadowed political and econo¬ 
mic issues in Punjab, no national 
purpose is likely to be served by 
building up the images of Sant Lon¬ 
gowal as a “brave leader” and Rajiv 
Gandhi as a “great statesman.” In 

I fact, taking into view the manner in 
which the accord is being publicised, 
it is clear that even if the original 
motive behind it was national in¬ 
terest Its primary use now is to divide 
the Sikhs and win the Punjab elec¬ 
tions. As Khushwant Singh has said 
on several occasions, the Punjab 
problem is not going to be solved 
unless the Sikh panth can have a 
meaningful share of political power. 
ViShal Mangalwadi, New Delhi 
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OPINION 


Politics of Violence 


T he special report, Mischief in 
Kashmir (28 July—3 August) 
gave an objective analysis of the 
political situation in the state. It 



FariHK) Midulliih: popular Irader 


T he hold expose of the Rajasthan 
chief secretary in Revelry at Pub¬ 
lic Expense (IVews, 14—20 July) div 
I turbed me At a time when our Prime 
: Minister is trying his level best to 
! root out corruption, it was distressing 
; to learn that corrupt bureaucrats are 
I Still ruling our country. The Rajas¬ 
than chief secretary has surpassed 
dll limits of cotiuption by openly 
I misappropriating government funds 
I to celebrate his wedding 
j anniversary 1 was also surprised to 
I learn that top government officials 
including the Governor of the state 
attended the party. It is high time the 
I government ordered an enquiry into 
I the matter since public money is 
I involved. 

Rajesh Gupta, Ahmedabad 

• Sunday did a brialliant Job by 
exposing corrupt bureaucrats like 
Anand Mohan Lai. He should be 
punished for wasting our hard- 
earned money. 

I Banashri Nair. Nagpur 

\ * Why does a senior IAS officer have 
to stoop so low and openly flout the 
code of conduct of a respected cadre? 
After going through the report 1 felt 
that the Rajasthan chief secretary 
was above the law. Even the senior 
officers of the state did not have the 
‘j courage to protest or were they sail¬ 
ing in the same boat as that of Mohan 


seems that the Congress(I) is in a 
dilemma: if it continues to support 
the G.M. Shah ministry it will tarnish 
its image while at the same time it 
cannot think of supporting Farooq 
Abdullah. The only way out for the 
Congress(I) is to reach a favourable 
agreement with Dr Abdullah’s party. 
Rajesh Sahay, Hazaribagh (Bihar j 

• 1 strongly condemn the murderous 
attack on Farooq Abdullah. Nothing 
can be gained through violence. It 
has to be seen whether the commit¬ 
tee appointed by the state govern¬ 
ment to look into the matter, con¬ 
ducts the enquiry without bias. I 
would like the Prime Minister to end 
the political crisis in Kashmir by 
holding the Assembly elections. 

K. Ravichandran, Ahmedabad 

• I was shocked to learn of the con¬ 
spiracy to kill Farooq Abdu'lah Such 
attempts should be strongly conde 
mned by everyone concerned. The 
government .should take stern mea¬ 
sures against terrorist activities 

S Sridharan, Ahmedabad 


Lai? What was the state vigilance 
doing when the chief secretary was 
wasting public money on his lam- 
boiee? 

S.K. Mushran, Lucknow 

• We cannot allow such outrageoie' 
actions by our bureaucrats to go 
unpunished. Anand Mohan Lai 
should be suspended, an enquiry 
instttuted to assess the extent of inis- 
approiiriation of public funds and 
the amount recovered from him 
together with the necessary penalty. 
Unless prompt and punitive action is 
taken in such cases, we can never be 
rid of this cancerous disease in our 
body politic. 

B.U. Gael, New Delhi 


Focus on th e Hap l ess 

T he photofeature. Hunger in Jha- 
hua (28 July—3 August) touched 
me deeply. Sondoep Shankar's pic- 
ti.re report on the drought-hit dis¬ 
trict of Rajasthan revealed what a 
thousand words could not It was 
indeed pathetic to read that fodder 
was being sold at the rate of Rs IfiO 
per bale which lasts for only about 
three days. I only hope that the PM’s 
visit to the district will improve con¬ 
ditions. 

Rani Padmanaban, Tiruchirapalli 
(Tamil Nadu) 


Militant Views _ 

I n his interview the Mizo National 
Front leader Laldenga advocated 
the theory of might is right (‘The 
Government Had No Right to Domin¬ 
ate Us,' 4—10 August). He even de¬ 
sired to use a nuclear bomb to 
achieve his ends and nourished the 
idea of an independent Mizoram. The 
leader added. “The shape of my nose 
IS the stumbling block in India.” How 
can such a person aspire to become 
the chief minister of a state is beyond 
my comprehension. We will invite 
moie trouble if a person having such 
prejudices against India is given 
powei 

Dandapani Panda, Ganjam (Orissa) 

Exploits of a CM _ 

T he misdeeds of Jagannath Mishra 
and A.R Antulay is history, but 
Bliajan Lai seems to have stolen a 
march over them (How Corrupt is 
Bhajan Lai? 21—27 July). The 
wealth amassed by the Haryana CM 
and his son-in-law could have be- 
netitted the poor of the state. 

M.M Singh. Giridih (Bihar) 

• The leport exposed the corrupt 
dealings of Bhajan Lai. He should be 
asked to resign from his present 
position as also from the Congress! 1). 
A ;V. Vecraraghavan, Bombay 

• Bhajan Lai is neck-deep in corrup¬ 
tion The condition of Haryana is 
pathetic. Bhajan Lai has perfected 
the art ot purchasing, .selling and 
kidnapping MLAs. Favouritism has 
reached its zenith under his reckles s 
leadership. Due finds a Bishnoi in 
almost every high and responsible 
position in the state It is astonishing 
that a person like him, with such a 
dubious record, is allowed to carry on 
as the chief minister. 

Naresh Sachdev, Faridabad 

• Sankarshdii Thakur’s report on the 
corrupt practices of Bhajan Lai did 
not Surprise me at all. In the ruling 
party there are hundreds of MLAs 
and MPs who are ama.ssing wealth 
through dubious means. The PM’s 
assurances of providing a clean gov¬ 
ernment IS nothing but a joke when 
there are people like Bhajan Lai 
holding impottant positions. The 
chief ministers of Rajasthan, Mahar¬ 
ashtra and Gujarat have already 
been sacked Now it is the turn of 
Bhajan Lai. However, I feel that just 
removing him from his present post 
will not lie an adequate punishment 
for his misdeeds. Stronger measures 
should be taken against him. 

.S C. Malakai, Agra 
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Assam 

The End of a Nightmare 


Though the Assam accord has added yet another feather to Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi’s cap, it has created more problems than it has solved, 
reports Tooshar Pandit from Guwahati 


P resident Zail Singh was in a 
quandary when he was in¬ 
formed on the evening of 13 
August that an accord on 
Assam was all but on paper. If an 
agreement had actually been signed 
by the time his message to the na- 
I tion. on the eve of Independence day, 
I went on the air the following day the 
1 way It was, the President would 
I appear to have missed a beat. For, in 
his speech, recorded on 12 August, 
he did not visualise the actual sign¬ 
ing of an accord so soon and only 
said; “I believe that current discus¬ 
sions on the Assam problem would 




! also result in a satisfactory solution.” 
I Should he let that sentence go on the 
I air? Finally he decided that if an 
! agreement was signed by 2 pm on 14 
I August the sentence would be de- 
; leted from his speech. It was not, 
! because the signing was delayed by 
; another 12 hours. 

When Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, 
Bhrigu Phukan and Biraj Sarma, 
the negotiators for the All Assam 
Students Union (AASU) and the All 
Assam Gana Sangram Parishad 
i (AAGSP), the two principal organisa- 
I tions spearheading the anti- 
i immigrant agitation in the north- 


I eastern state of Assam, stepped out 
; of the Prime Minister’s residence 
, barely five hours before Rajiv Gan- 
I dhi announced in bis I ndependence 
j day address from the Red Fort that 
j an agreement had finally been 
! signed, they were visibly tiied and 
! weary Ever since they arrived in the 
; capital on 11 August, they had been 
i discussing truce terms virtually non- 
i stop, the final session with the Prime 
Minister running into mure than 
eight hours A joke currently doing 
the rounds in Guwahati is that the 
agitation leaders and the Prime 
Minister reached the accord because 






I'nion home secretary R.D. Pmdhan exchanges the agreement with Prariilla Mahanta and Bhrigu Phukan as the Prime Minister and 
the home minister look on: will it usher in a new dawn? 

SIMMY iS-SI ins 
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both wanted to get it over with and 
go to bed Pnvolouv as it ina> appear 
such light hearted exchanges under 
line the sense of relief the accord 
brought to many people torn and 
mauled bv six yeais of turmoil strife 
and bloodbath Thev too, can now 
sleep in peace 

In the SIX veais since the anti 
immigrant agitaton slatted more 
than 4,000 people lost their lives 
numeious settlements weie burnt 
down and even bv ionsetvative offi 
cial estimates at least 3S0 000 people 
were eithei displaced oi rendered 
homeless I-ollowmg the disioption 
the state government lost levenue to 
thfc tune of Rs 4"; ctoies and suffer 
led pioduction losses amounting to 
Rs n,000 croies of which petroleum 
and fertilisei alone account tot over 
Rs 1 200 iioies 

This IS a lather heavy piiee to pav 
for an accord which could have been 
signed five years ago hssentiallv the 
piesent agieement is a rehash of 
what the then Assam Governor, a 
letited civil seivant Lallan Piasad 
Singh had otfeiied in 1980 Indeed, 
Mis Indira Gandhi flew in to Guwa 
hati on 12 April 1980—the Assamese 
new scats dav—amidst gttat ex 
pec rations tliat she had comt 'o sign 
an agteemeni with anti immigrant 
agitation leadeis on the basis ol the 
fotmuld woiktJ out bv Governoi 
Singh setting out 1%7 as the cut ofl 
vtdi lot the detection ol illegal im 
migrants in the stale In lact in 1980, 
Delhi would have goi mote for much 
less 

The goveinmcnt veision i<- that an 
accoid could not be signed because 
the 4ASU leaders who were willing 
to accept the foiraula tailed to sell it 
to then other partnei in the agita 
tton the 4AGSP The AASU and the 
AAGSP, however claim that the anti 
tipated agreement tailed to material 
ise because at the last moment Mis 
Gandhi lepudiated the otfer made by 
the Governoi and insisted that she 
would sign an accord only it the 
AASU and the AAGSP accepted 1971 
as the cut off yeai That very day Mrs 
Gandhi made an unscheduled tiip to 
the immigrant Bengali Muslim 
majority district of Nowgong and two 
days later sui faced a rival students' 
oiganisation of the immigiants—the 
All Assam Minot ities Students’ Un 
ton (AAMSUf—at Howli a small 
town in Barpeta sub division, about 
130 kilometres north west of Guwa 
hati, in the presence of a numbei of 
Congress(I) MLAs This added fresh 
fuel to an already raging fiie 

F or months the vast majoiitv of 
the state’*' three million Muslims 
'* were lying low in leai, full ol foi** 

1 boding Would they be uprooted 

SUN0*V • 1 * 1 1 )B 


again’ After taming the virgin soil 
would they be icquired to retuin to 
the refugee trail’ With the local 
administration opcmlv hostile, they 
could only bolt the door, keep a 
nightly vigil and pray fot one more 
day’s peace Then came the green 
signal from Mrs Gandhi and with 
active and open encouragement ol 
I the state Congiess(I) they decided to 
stand up to the onslaught and fight 
for their future once and foi all The 
I Assam agitation which began as the 
I last battle of Saiaighat (the place 
whc'ie a Moghul invasion was 
thwaited by the indigenous Ahoms) 
and a search foi identity, soon dissi 
pated into a communal wai 
Lscalating tension among different 
communities tinaPy culminated in 
massacres during the I"43 Assembly 
elections claiming about 1,S00 li\es 
In a way these insensate killings 
paved the way tor the present 
accord For the first time the people 
(f Assam realised they were playing 
v/ith file and more important, any 
one of them could be the next victim 
Large scale killings not only gave a 
bad name to the agitation leadeis, 
most of whom weie in jail when they 
took place, bu"" the initiative of the 
movement also seemed to be gra 
dually passing on to the extremists 
When the leaders were released they 
had to contend with and eliminate 
thes. extremists within their tanks if 


they weie to lemain the pilots This 
they could do only by talking truce 
Ihe mood ceitainly was foi con I 
cihation lather than confiontation 
The slogans that once biought the | 
people out of then homes to defy the 
law and fact the army no longci 
excited the people the wav it had 
done tarliei The agnation was 
alieadv four years old and the stiff, 
personal price ovcivbody had to pay 
I for It was beginning to tell The 
students had been away fiom their i 
schools and colleges toi too long and ' 
they wanted to leiurn to then das 
ses The economy was m a shambles 
The tensions and the fears were 
attecniif the neives The emeignig 
consensus was that since the agita 
tion’s basic objective of focussing 
Assam’s fears and agonies had been 
adequately achieved iheie was hard 
Iv any point in piolniiging the agita 
tion Jhai an Assembly election 
could be held agains- the wishes of 
the AASl> and the AAGSP and a 
goveinment so elected could iunc 
tion effectively not only reinforced 
the consensus but also cast st'iious 
doubts about the sttength and the 
Cl edibility ol the movement 
It was tn this background that the 
AASU leadeis met Mrs Gandhi in 
New Delhi in luly 1984 following a 
senes of secret parleys with the then 
I cabinet secretary Kiishnaswamy Rao 
Sahib The dialogue had snapped on 
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The Numbers Game 


T he tension was huilding up toi 
quite some timt Sutccssive 
language iiots in 1960 1972 and 
1973 earned suttieient hints Hell 
broke loose when tlu then thief 
election tommissionei S I Sakh 
der, at a meeting ot tlu chief elet 
toral officers in Ooty on 24 Stptein 
ber 1978, expressed his misgivings 
about the inilusion oi a laigc iium 
ber of “foieign’ nationals in the 
elettoral rolls ot tht noirh eastern 
states Referring to an uniisualK 
high- 34 98 pel cent intleast in 
Assam’s population during tin 
yeais since 1961 tu suiniised that 
much of the intrease was dot to rht 
influx ot immigiants from cistnhik 
Last Pakistan Bv this lokt n lit 
calculated that by 1991 tlu in 
crease would be mote than 100 pti 
tent 

rht 1971 census puts tht ptictii 
tagt of tlu Assamtst sptaking 
population at 99 44 pti ctni ot the 
total population 1 ht Muslims as a 
religious gioiip (iniluding both 
Assamese and Btngalisi lonsiiiutt 
24 96 per cent ol tht population 
Most ot the migiants tioni vsliat is 
now Bangladesh wtie showing 
Assamese as tlu it mothti tongut 
(although 11 IS not) nil iht 1971 
census in oidtr to iidt along with 
the tidt and ihttths tstapt possi 
ble harassiiunt and ticpoiiuion 
Howevet aftci the libtiation ot 
Bangladesh thtst immigrints lost 
a prop and afiptaicd to be getting 
molt asscitnt Tht it wa> tlu pos 
sihihtv that lilts might itgistci 
themselves as Bengali spt.iking 
during tht next luadtoinu in 19g) 
hinallv whtii in April 1979 tht 
eltction commission oitlcitd a uvi 
Sion ol the t let total tolls toi tht 
Mangaldai paili.imtnt nv tonsti 
tuenev in uppei Assam loi holding 
the bstlctfion ruLtssilaltil 1)\ tlu 
dt aih of the sitting Ian ita F’aits 
MP Hiralal Patwaii tlu tensions ol 
hisioiv tombiiiing with iht pi oh 
lenis of tht pitstnl tin lit d Assam 
(aiea 79 000 sq km population 
19 200 000) into a bloods battlig 
round 

Din nil iht itsision ot tlu lolls 
ohiittions wtiL laisttl agiinst 
somt 70 000 n mil s in tht 1977 

SOtLtS list on till glOlltuls ol tlu 11 

'doiihtnil nation,ilii\ 1 he the 
tion tonimission uiiholdmg tlu 
objettions stiutk otf sonit 49 000 
namtsliomlht lisi That ton!unit d 
tht woist ftats ol tlu Assamtse 
sptaking population tht b u that 
thfcv had tithe I ah tads httonit oi 


would soon become a minority in 
then own land 

Like an\ othei thinly populated 
and potentiallv nch region that is 
adiatt nt to an over populated area, 
a largescalt migration was, 
poihaps unavoidable The im 
migration of mostly Muslim 
peasants from Last Bengal (now 
Bangladesh) began early in the 
20th tenturs with active encourage 
ment iioni both the British rulers 
and the Assamese landloids who 
did not have sufficient manpowei 
r<) till then lands Howevei by the 
early Thirties it had clearls 
assumed an alarming pioporiiori as 
IS esident fiom the fears expiessed 
by C S Mullen, the Biitish census 
supei mtendeiit toi Assam in 1931 

hollowing Paitition, a passpoil 
system was umoduced in 1992 but 
It could baldly lestrict immigia 
non The pattein, of couise undei 
went a qualitative change— instead 
ol Muslims the po't Partition years 
saw an unending sin am of Hindu 
letugees casiading into Assam Iht 
Muslims too tame but in fat lessei 
inimbeis Between 1991 and 1960 
about 2 20 000 persons and in tlu 
next deeadi anothe t 1 92,000 pet 
sons wtie declared illegal immig 
I ant' Doubts were laistd as to the 
tiii7cnship ot some 2 22 000 per 
sons dining 1961 And in ilie follow 
ing ytat tribunals wett set up in 
distiitts containing a laigt numbei 
ol immigrants lo examine their 
claims to citi/tnship \ltliough ah 
out 20 000 people weit depot ted 
the landloids who lelied on tlu 
ininiigiants foi cheap laboui and 
the politicians who benefited fiom 
tlu a votes olttn intervened on 
then bchall and the tiibunals huge 
ly pioied ineffeetiye Mass im 
migiation of Hindus and othei non 
Mil dims took place in 1°64 follow 
iiig communal distn.hanets in Last 
Pakistan and again during and at 
tti the Indo Pak war in 1969 

Immigiation into Assam duiing 
tilt 1970s was not as extensive as 
thdi in lilt tailiei decades wlim 
I lit state s population inei eased 
sliaiply by 19 pel tent against the 
count!\ s 24 8 pti eent About 
1 100 000 lelugets fled to Assam 
duinig till 1971 liberation snuggle 
in Bangladi sh and although must ol 
them I etui tied when Bangladesh 
became independent, an estimated 
100 000 weie believed to liaie 
stayed on m \ssam Subsequently, 
India and Bangladesh signed an 
agieement which provided that In 


dian citizenship would be gianted 
to immigrants from erstwhile hast 
Pakistan if they had eonu in before 
29 March 1971 (the day the civil 
war biukc out m hast Pakisian) and 
had taken tcsidence in India tot at 
least SIX months 

The Congiess hade is in New Dt 
Ihi nevei objttted lo migiants com 
ingover to Assam and itidted some 
of them like the lati Pi esident 
1 akhiuddin Alt Ahmed and tht lait 
Momul llaqut Chaudhuis (a mi m 
bei of the union cabinet lot somi 
time), actually encoutagtd ni 
migiation as the migiants wtie a 
dependable \ote bank toi the Con 
giess Howevet m 197h this vottd , 
against Mis Gandhi SigmlicaniK | 
foi the first Hint is mam as 14 
Muslim Liindidatts vcoii 

Ihc lanata Pai tv whiih toi Id gt r 
Its nonniiti Hu ilal Paiwaii 
elected to tin 1 ok Sahha loniisi | 
ingihi t h ( I loti on till basis ol 19~7 I 
thctoial rolls was not suit ol its 
giound this lime It teiied that i 
laigi nuinbi I ol irnmiciatUs icg 
isti ltd in iht list miglii not \ ou lot 
Its noiniiitt toi the second linic and 
so tlu luling Ian It 1 govc iimiv nt in 
Assam undei Gol qi Bn hoi i ai 
quie'secd to tlu imii sloes o i 
substantial numbei ol Muslim \o 
lets tioni tlu ehctoial i >11 Tlu 
iiuliatiie toi this was takt n b\ tlu 
All Assam Stuitiiils 1 nioii 
(AASU) 

I best writ tlu i li cnmsianct s 
that cataiuilted the students to the 
foie Some legionil oiginisa 
Hons liki Nihaian Boia s I’uihni i 
ihaliya I ok P.wishad (PI P) Nagen 
Hazanka s Assam lativaiihadi Dal 
Khaiien Barua s Assam \ ubik 
Samai and latin Caiswami s As,dm 
Sdhitya Sablid which had been 
Hying hard to gtl a foothold in 
Ass.im politics foi quite somt nme 
without much suctess )oined tlu 
bandwagon to tash in on the using 
tide ot iiscritmein amone the 
Assamest speaking population 
ovet the intlux ol migiant' into 
Assam I iriallv they came togethu 
Oil 27 August 1979 undet the ban 
net ot the All Assam Gana Saiuiiam 
Paiishad (AAGSP) and iniiialK 
tiled lopeisuadt the AASl to |oin 
them undei then bannti But 
AASU which en loved the confi 
dence ol a latgei set I urn ol the 
people and was tar less militant, 
i el used to oblige and as a it suit the 
movement acquired two speai 
heads AASU and the AAGSP 
T.P 
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I "i January 19ei3 after the central 
I government had 22 rounds of talks 
beginning with the movement lead 
I ers and later joined by the national 
opposition parties Mrs Gandhi used 
I tour home ministeis Zail Singh (now 
the Piesident), R Venkatataman 
I (now \ ite piesident), Narasimha Rao 
I (now defence ministei) and PC 
' Sethi in four veais but the stalemate 
conliiiued Tht talks floundered 
I again and linallv on 12 September 
I 1984 and the AASU leaders, resum¬ 
ing their agitation attei a five month 
free/e, announced that they would 
not leturn for any more talks 

W hen Rajiv Gandhi assumed 
pow“i he decided to deal with 
the problem differently First, he 
dispensed with mediatois and mid 
dlemen One reason why the talks 
did nut bear fiuit was that Mrs 
Gandhi used too many people at a 
time to negotiate peace The result 
was that they weie talking in too 
I many yoices giying the impression to 
the agitation leaders that Mrs Gan 
dhi was not leally serious about a 
negotiated settlement of the Assam 
problem If Mis Gandhi was talking 
in too many voices she was also 
listening to too many voices There 
were many within and outside her 
ring of advisers eager and willing to 
j sabotage the talks and prolong the 
agitation to sei ve their own interests 


1 he tug of war between hei secretai 
lat and the home miiustiy to take 
credit for the success of the talks 
made matters worse The first thing 
that Rajiv Gandhi did was to entiust 
one official—the union home secict 
ary R D Pradhan—with the task 
And the Assam Governor, Bhishma 
Narain Singh, was chosen to act as a 
buffer just as Arjun Singh was to 
tackle the Punjab problem and even 
tually reach an accord 

His appioach, too, was different 
from that of Mrs Gandhi’s Mis Gan 
dhi depended exclusively on the clas 
sical carrot and stick policy, perhaps 
more on the stick than on the carrot, 
to tackle the problem Her under 
standing was that since she had the 
advantage of resources she would 
eventually win the battle of attrition 
without giving much away By play 
mg one community against the other 
she also wanted to make both weaker 
and surrender on her terms Rajiv 
Gandhi, howe'ei, saw that the 
strategy had proved counter 
jiroductive and the only way a bleak 
through could be achieved was 
through a process of give and take 
With this m mind, Rajiv Gandhi 
reopened the dialogue with the 
movement leaders in lebiuarv this 
year in a fresh bid to lesoUe the 
Assam tangle 

'I'he movement leaders, especially 
tht dominant partner AASU, hating 


failed to gain much in six years ol 
siolcnce and disiuptlon, too were 
looking foi a wav out They had other 
compulsions as well the national 
opposition parties which had gone 
along with them to boycott the 1983 
Assembly elections in Assam weie no 
longei enthusiastic about the idea 
Even the AASU was convinced that 
boycotting the election was a mis¬ 
take It was this leahsation that led 
the AASU, which had so far been 
carefully avoiding any identificauon 
with politics, to convene a meeting at 
Jorhat in January 1984 in the hope 
of uniting all the movement partners 
into a regional political party to fight 
the nest election in the state whenev 
er it was held Since then the AASU 
made several such attempts, the 
latest being in Sepiembei 1984, with 
out much success Nevei theless, 
these attempts clearly rellecied the 
pressures which weie building up on 
the AASU to seek for a political 
settlement These unsuccessful 
attempts also flashed a red signal 
indicating that disparate groups 
making a common cause might disin 
tegrate under pressure 
The very first round of talks with 
Rajiv Gandhi's confidant Arun 
Nehiu and cabinet secretary Krish 
naswamv Rao Sahib gave the AASU 
I leaders enough confidence to tell 
I their colleagues in the executive 
I committee in February that they 
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‘Everything is Over’ 


AASU president Piafulla Mahanta told Sunday 

Q There seenn to Juve been some contioveisv about the cut off date 
111 the initial stages of the final round of talks with the centre 1 
bi lit ve voii also teceived quite a hostile reception from colleagues in 
\ssam vyhen \ou went back to Cuvsahati foi discussions on 8 August 
\ No no theit was no controsersy about the cutoff date 
Q But nhen \ou leached Cuwahati on 8 August didn’t vour colleague 
lain Raikhoisa tonfiont \ou at the aiiport itselP Theie weie reports 
that you had agrei d to 1971 as the cut off date 
A Sonii of oui fi lends were agitated but without any reason The 
entire talks lentied aiound the cut off date and it took so long because 
wt wnt not agieeing to 1971 We would never have agreed to that 
pioposjl even though the government was pressing us to Reports that 
WL had agreed to 1971 were circulated by the press, that was never the 
case Why would wt hast held discussions if we had agreed to 1971-' 
flow did you ariiic at 1966 as the base year then^ 

\ It tamt from both sides actually We forwarded it from 1961 and tht 
ttritr al got ernmt nt also suggested that 1966 be taken as the cut oft year 
They kne w that if they did not do it theie would have been no solution to 
tht Assam inoblem 

Q M/irt w.is the last minute hitch on 14 August^ People nere 
esptcting an announcement in Parliament the same evening 

\ Actually wt wtte nor agreeing to the interim arrat,gement We did 
not want Saikia in the saddle any moi e after the agreement Our position 
on 14 August was that wt wanted President’s Rule in tht state but the 
I’limt Ministci and his aides kept on insisting that President’s Rule was 
impossible to impose Saikia s is the most corrupt goyernment ever (to 
ha\t luleti) in Assam The people of Assam do not want him What is 
nioic w( do not lecognise his election which was a total farce So wt 
wanted Inm out immediately but sinct the government had agreed to 
dissoht the Assembly we agreed to have a caretaker government for 
•.oiiit tinu But that is only a bv product of the whole affair The mam 
thiiif. IS that wt havt reathi*d an agieemeiit on the real issues We had to 
h ivt iluct diffeitnt sittings with the Prime Minister and other officials 
on 14 August loi lesolving the inteiim arrangement but then as you 
know wt found a way out 

Q y out agnation lasted almost si\ years Looking back at nhat has 
h ip/« IK d in the meantime and tin yarious occasions on which the talks 
tided dots It not stem to you that the agreement was icached too 

I ISll\ 

\ (Snide si lot us it has been a long struggle anyway 
^^1 Hut what has made things look so simple this time^ 

\ I think the central govtrnment was also inteiested in a settlement 
p I ailiti they were not’ 

\ In Mis Gandhi’s time things always seemed to go wiong The 
oftieials always spoke in two tongues They told us something and 
innouiucJ something else That is not the case with the new go\ein 
me lit 

k> What does this stttltmtin leally mean to you^ 

\ T fit {)»oplt of Assam must be heaving a sigh of relief The era of 
It nsion IS ovci Apait from this the government has agreed to give us 
lush tconomie benefits The reopening of the jute mill and the paper 
mill the opi iiing of an Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) branch and 
till issiiiarue on the oil lefinerv 

(,> Would toil sav this is tht end of the crisis in Assam’ 

\ CeitainK No pioblem now Everything is over We are going back 
t,) What about the int< nm government’ Do you have any assurance 
tiom tht go\i itimcin that it you have any reason to be dissatisfied with 
tin II tiiiufiofimg you tould do something about it^ 

\ \<s V\i (an always go to Delhi and lodge a complaint 
0 Do toil appitln nd that they could he upto misthieP 
\ W( II 

k> P hat about voui own futuie now that the agnation is over’ 

A All ol us will go back and decide Let us see 

Inter vimwad by iankar^ban Thakur, Maw DalM 


hoped the central goveinment wotlld 
tome up with a mutually acceptable 
solution very soon Tempered by 
time and sobeied by compulsions, 
the movement leaders had by then 
come to the conclusion that even if 
the government conceded the de 
mand tor tht dcpoitaiion of all fore 
igneis, actual deportation would not 
only take years to complete but was 
also viituallv impossible The domi 
nant thought was that the movement I 
should not get unnecessarily stuck 
o\ei a demand that could not be 
attained Tht emphasis therefore 
shifted to the coneentiation ol enti 
gv 0.1 a negotiated setilemtiit that 
would ensuit both political and eco 
nomic supremacy of the indigenous 
Assamese spi akiiig people in the 
state e\en if a bulk of the immigrants 
stayed on 

Aftei all It was the teat of the 
Assamese losing then nuintiieal su 
peiioiitv to the immigiants m then 
homeland that had sparked off the 
agitation So if the Assamese could 
somehow be convinced that rhev 
would not lost their numerical super 
lority which in a pai liamentarv 
dcmociacy means powti an agree 
mcni could still be negotiated with 
the ccntie Hit iiatuic ot a possible 
agreement was piegnanr in the 
AASU and the AAf.SP camps whuh 
starred then agnation with demands 
toi deportation oi dispeisal of al) the 
immigiants who came to Assam aftei 
19S1 accepting the 1971 tolls as the 
basic document foi di awing up tht 
futuic electoial rolls 

I lungs started tolling at a fastei 
jiace after Rapv (.andhi signed the 
Punjab accoid Soon after the 
accoid he told his home minister 
SB Chayaii that he would like to set 
the Assam pioblem lesolved by IS 
August the countiv s next Indtptnd 
enet' day Accordingly union home 
st'ei etary R D Pi adhan began the 
most erutial round of talks with the 
AASU and the AAGSP negotiators m 
neighbouring Meghalaya state’s 
capital Shillong, on 29 July It was at 
this meeting that the broad terms of 
an accoid were hammeied out The 
few remaining differences were 
laigelv resoKed when the AASU and 
the AAGSP representatives who had 
gone to Delhi to lodge then com 
plaints about the electoral rolls with 
the chief election commissioner met 
the union home minister on 7 August 
On 8 August Chayan flew to Guwaha 
ti to ascertain how people might 
react to difteient sets ot proposi 
tions On the same day the AASU and 
the AAGSP negutiatois letuined to 
Guwdhati to brief then respective ^ 
executive committees on the outlines 
ot the proposed agreement 
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W hen the AASU and the AAGSP 
leaders left Guwahati on 11 
August for a final round of talks m 
New Delhi, the main featuies of the 
agreement were already public 
knowledge Raiiv Gandhi’s 
announcement in Guwahati on the 
following day that i solution to the 
Assam problem was imminent did 
not, therefore, come as a surprise 
Foi a time, everything appealed to 
be proceeding according to a script 
But foi a last minute hitch over the 
natuie of the government in Assam 
after the Assembly was dissolved, 
the agieement would have been 
signed lust as President Zail Singh 
was told much before his message to 
the nation was broadcast Ihe move 
ment leaders were so bitter with 
Assam’s Congress(I) chief minister 
Hiteswar Saikia that they preferred 
Bhisma Narain Singh, an active Con 
gress(I) politician till he was 
appointed Assam’s Governoi to head 
an interim government after the dis 
solution of the Assembly They had 
reasons to be bitter Hiteswar Saikia, 
who took chatge of the state at a very 
critical time not only challenged the 
might of the AASL and the AAGSP 
but also laigciv succeeded in bottling 
them up It was this, mou th n 
anything else, that forced tht move 
ment leaders to icsume a dialogue 
with the centic leading to the accoid 
Rajiv Gandhi did not hast anv 
particular tascination for Saikia who 
had a greater pull with Sanjav (lan 
dhi and Mrs Gandhi but wanted him 
to continue as the head ol a carciak 
er government recognising his con 
tiibutions in softening the AASl and 
the AAGSP I inallv he agiecd to 
meet the movement leadeis half 
wav Saikia, once promoted by Mis 
Gandhi as the ‘ man of the nation, ’ 
would stay but with lus wings clip 
ped Even this was unacceptable to 
the agitation leaders and thev 
yielded only after Rajiv Gandhi told 
them that if they did not sign an 
accord he would unilateiallv 
announce the terms m Pailia 
ment for the Assamese people to 
chose from 

It was not lust goodwill and trust 
which won peace foi Assam Both the 
AASU and the AAGSP were running 
out of options and they were no 
longer in a position to dictate terms 
even to their followers Since 1981 all 
the bandh calls given by them went 
largely unheeded More important, 
the present “VASU leadeiship, 
elected in 1979 for a term of only one 
year, has been continuing in office 
for six years much to the resentment 
of their younger colleagues who were 
feeling thwarted Many of their 
prominent members had deserted 
them. Never before was the centre in 


W ithin three days ot the Assam 
accord, West Bengal alerted 
all Its border posts and police sta 
tions along the Assam bordei 
against a possible influx fiom the 
neighbouring state The govt^rn 
ment also mtensihed its hunt for 
illegal immigrants by raising the 
strength of the task loice specially 
assigned to do the |ob 

West Bengal’s chief minister 
Jvoti Basu feared that a vast num 
her of Bengali speaking people liv 
mg in Assam would be lendered 
stateless by the accord He esii 
mated that over a million would 
cross ovei to West Bengal Reacting 
sharply to the accord. Mi Basu said 
“The centre’s decision to accept 
1966 as the cut off year will spell 
disaster foi lakh> of people Th* 
whole thing,’’ he added, ‘ is 
absurd ’’ Mi Basu’s understanding 
was that a large numbei of people 
in Assam would lose then right to 
vote and their position would be 
somewhat like the Tamils in Sti 
Lanka Endorsing the view, the 
CPI(M)’s policy in iking central 
committee publicly accused the 
central goyernment of yielding to 
“secessionists and chauvinists ’’ 
The CP1(M ) which has considerable 
political influence over Assam’s 
Bengali spv aking immigtant 
population is the only majoi nation 
al political paitv to oppose the 
accord 

West Bengal’s I uling 1 eh 1 lont is 
actually planning to launch a matoi 
campaign against the accoid by 
introducing a resolution against it 
in the state Assembly’s autumn ses 
Sion beginning on 2 September 


Barring the Communist Party of 
India (CPI) dll the Left Front ton 
siituents share the CPl(M)’s fears 
and indignation The CPI, however, 
favours giving the accord a try 

While euphoria greeted the I 
aciord in Assam, minoiities were 
once again unceitain about thin 
futuie and secunty A spokesman 
of the All Assam Mmoiitv Students’ 
Union (AAMSU) said “We have 
been betiaved We have been dis 
carded like waste papei ’’ Indige 
nous tiibals ot Assam too, are not 
satisfied Said Chat an Narjati, the 
secretary ot Assam Plains Iiibats 
Council, the print ipal political plat 
form of the tnbals “The accoid 
does not go deep into Assam’s prob 
lems and only seeks to protect the 
interests of Assamese speaking 
people ’’ 

The accord has also biought io 
the surface till seiiousst hism in the 
ranks ot the anti immigrant agila 
tion leadeis with tliiee of the nine 
party All Assam Gana Sangram 
Parishad (AAGSP) membeis pub 
liclv disowning the accoid Follow 
ing this and sporadic clashes during 
the victory cclebiations. the 
euphoric mood died down consider 
ably Whilt AASU leadeis camping 
in Delhi, dispatched thiee of their 
executive committee members to 
Guwahati lo pacify hardliners and 
advise lesiiaint to people, the gov 
einment, thiough the All India 
Radio and Dourdaishan leminded 
people that oideis icstiuiing 
assembly weie still in toice even 
though, unde* the let ms ot the 
accord it was obliged to withdiaw 
them 
T.P. 
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a better bargaining posmcm Many m 
the government intliidmg defence 
ministei Naiasimha Rao (who as 
home minister was itnoKed m the 
negotiations) weie convinced that 
the AASL had run out ot steam and 
wrould die a natural death if Iliteswai 
Saikia was allowed to luii his full 
term The Congress! 1) m Assam 
I generally felt that the tent re had 
I given a fresh lease ot life to the 
I AASl’ and the AACSP bv reopening 


a dialogue with llit in and nioic im 
poitant, yielding to iluii iciins 
While Kaiiv (■andhi had piomistd 
that then woulil not hi iiu wmrn i 
oi a losei the AASl ^ndilu AM..SP 
got a hcttei (It •)! when then haigain 
ing position was Ilu weakest Kut the 
govfinmtnl ot Indt i pel hips telt 
that It (ould sti ike 1 lu til I de al w illi 
ttie piesenl AASl and tiu \ \tiSP 
leadership lathei itiaii lIu ii siitci s 
sots who wt It <111 unknown ipiaiititv 
It the' sta'i mate coiiti uied then was 


the possibility ot the extremists gain 
ing ascendency and a frustrated 
pi'pulation rallying behind them in 
creasingly for a solution through vio 
lence The centie eertainlv did not 
want msuigencv to spiead in vet 
anothei north eastern state Already 
certain extremist elements ot Assam 
were in touch with othei insuigcnt 
groups in neighbouring states To 
pre' empt these extiemists the centre 
decided lo sign an accord when the 


oppoitunity c.imi 

I I Mis (.andhi was dithenng in 
tiiiding a solution lo the Assam 
pioblem Rd)iv Candlii was 
appaicntly, in too much ot a huiry in 
cap his success in Fun)db with 
anothei He had alieady set a dead 
lint foi an ..ccoicl and was dctei 
mined to announce it in Farliament 
on 1 f August Passes were kept leadv 
lot tilt membeis ot the AASU and 
tht AACSP executiye committees 


who had been llown from Guwahati 
bv a Boidei Secutitv 1 orce aircraft 
eailiei in the day to Delhi lor their 
consent to the accoid so tliat thev 
could be present at the l.ok Sabha 
when the Piime Ministei made the 
announcement Deadlines can cet 
taiiilv acceletate negotiations 
However solving problems with a 
preset deadline in mind is always 
haraidous since many laults and 
tlaws arc likeK to be civet looked m 
the rush to meet the deadline Since 
Rajiv Gandhi (oulcl not announce the 
accord in Pailiamtnt on 14 \ugust 
because ot a last minute hiich could 
he not postpotie signing the accoid 
till Pailiamein leassc mbied on 16 
August’App iitnllv tic had alieacly 
made up his mind e\iu bctoic tht 
accoid had bet ii signed tliat he 
would announce it m his ndtpend 
ence day additss 

As a lesult tl c acciud is flawed on 
many < ounts 1 list it is aga I'sr tht 
lettti and the spnit ot a Supicme 
Court vitditt which i uli d tlial the 

1970 tltcloral lolls wiit legal and 
valid B\ ■.fipulatinj. thi 19"1 elect n 
ill lolls as the basic doiumciit toi tht 
ntxl election the acetud puls tIu 
clock back What happen it a pet son 1 
listed 111 the 1979 lolls dots not 
liguii in the 19'’! I oils'( inapiison 
who yoiid in thi 19S1 tlictions be 
denied the light to \oit in l)u iitxl 

i It t tiori' 

Still oI^( IS ihi miplii atioii in the 
agit incnt suggesting that anyone 
who IS listed in the 1971 tolls could 
vote in tht nesi election but distil 

ii am his( d lot a pc i lod ot te n y c ars it 
at any subsequent time he oi slie is 
found to be an illtg.il inimigiant 
How an a pc i son who is t oust it u 
tioiiallv ineligible to vote tomotiow 
be eligible to vote today' It may so 
happen that a tuivon having been 
elected lo the Assembly oi appoinied 
as a ministei is iound out to be an 
alien undei the teims of the agiee 
ment All the decisions and the pio 
ttedings to whichhehad been a patty 
would aulom intallv become invalid 
C an a govc ininent luntrion effective 
ly uiidi I such stiains’ 

1 yen the provision rt'garcling dis 
entranchisemcni may not stand the 
test in a touii cit law Undei the 
ttiriis ot the agreement iieisons im 
niigiatmg to Assam tiom erstwhile 
last Pakistan between 19()6 and 

1971 would he lendercd stateless 
tili/eiis Under Indian laws stateless 
pel sons having lived in ilu country 
tor five yeais can appK for natural 
ised cituenship of the counit v India 
may oi may not give him cin/enship 
but his right to apply tor citizenship 
cannot be abridged as the accoid 
seeks to do The concept of resident 
alien itself is very obnoxious The 


‘Saikia is a Dirty Man’ 


AAGSP (iOn\'cnoi Biiaj Sainui told Si \i) w 


Q Samf people in the A\GSP /lacc expressed their opposition to a 
couple ot points in the numoidndiitn ot sert/emc/it that you have 
•signed with the centi.il gem rnment 
A It was in the interest ot the solution to the Assam problem that wc 
agreed to have a caittakci government instead of pressing on loi 
President’s Rule Ideally wc want Pusidcnt . Rule in the state till tht 
time fresh elections ate held Wc told ihc Prime Minister that he had suo 
moto powets to disnius tlic goyetnment and ask lot Picsident s Rule as 
he IS the head of the pairs in jiowti in Assam but he said he had 
constitutional bindings on limi 

Q Iheie is an opinion tluit you hud to accept the let ms ot dgi cement 
as you wete vouiselt losing the giassioof siippoir because ot the 
prolonged dgitarion 

A Rubbish That IS all govt innitnt piopagaiida We have nor lost a hit 
of support People m Assam aic still with us 

Q No\s thdt soil h<ivi got tin tigin nil III vulh sou him do sou Mtis the 
future ot Assam' Is this tin tinal solution' 

A The futuie (il Assam is vc iv g lod I hings ate beginning to clear up 
now I would think lh.it Assam is on the lails again 

Whdt dhoul thi LdiLt.ikii go\ einmtnt a/icf its lole in tht inttiim 
period ' 

A As I said wc did not want this ministry Ihc Saikia governmciu s 
recoid has been vciy b.id all along It is ht who h.is ncvci wanted a 
solution to the Assam problem I vciytimc he would sabotage (the talks) 
lor his own ptisonal ends I icallv don t know how this inttiim 
goveinment thing is going to woik out 

Q You met tht Piime Miri-tiei on tin t vc nntg ot liigusf Whdt was 
If dhout’' 

A Oh, he had |usr called us ovi i ten tea He aias tt:)ling us that wc 
should cooperate in the intciirn pc nod and that it we had any [iioblems 
wt could always go to him 

Q An sou going to loo/it/aft' 

A Certainly not with the c aic taker minisiiv'1 hev arc tin people wc 
have betn lighting all this while and Saikia is .» duty man Wt will not 
cooperate with him 

Itilerviewad bv Sankanhan Thakur, New Delhi 
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victims of hatred: will time heal the wounds’ 
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The Last Lap 


E veivbods 111 New Delhi was ex 
ptLliiiB <111 announcement on 
thi ^ssaln pioblem in Pailiament 
on the eseninp ot 14 Augusl The 
Pailiament House teception had 
e\en piepaicd special passes foi 
the bO odd Assam student leadeis 
vs ho vveie supposed to tome and 
heat the pioclaniation ot the a|>ree 
ment But even as the Pailiament 
and iht pi ess pal lei us waited ex 
pectantlv,came the news that the 
“last minute latch” tieati d the pie 
vioiis esenitiR had still not been 
ciicumvented At the time when all 
weie waitinn eageilv m Pailiamt nt, 
the delegation ot Assam leadci i- 
lepiesentalives ot both thi All 
Assam Students I nion (AASl ) and 
the All Ass.im Ct m i Sangiam 
Paiishad (A\GSPi—was nit ting 
the Pi line Ministei at tlu latter’s 
icsidenct Iht talks wete bogged 
down ovei a single issue what 
would happen in the inletim peiiod 
piecediiig tush polb in the stalf’ 
The \ssam kaihis wanted to do 
awa\ with lilt Saikia govciumeni 
and hast Piesultni s Rult but the 
Pi mu Miaisiei would not ague 
1 he I’M said that hi was uiidei 
‘ constitutional bindings ’ and could 
not honoui tht dtin.iiid of tin 
AASl and the A Vt.Sl’ Ihiec sue 
tcssue nuttings weu held on 14 
August duiiiig which tlu two sidt s 
kept witluhawing to then back 
looms foi piivau discissions The 
AASl Itadeis atcoiding to 
soiiues molt oi It ss agieed to have 
a laietakei govtinmtnt toi the in 
tei im ptiiod but it was the AAGSP 
that was not giving its consent to 
the toinuila Biiai Saima, convenor 
of tht AAl.SP stuck to his demand 
nil the veiv end and onlv “ac 
quiesced in” lor the sake ot the 
agieement It was tinalU in the last 
meeting, which began at 11 10 in 
the night that all the Assam leaders 
“agreed” on having an interim gov 
einment till the time ol the elec 
turns 

The last meeting lasted the 
longest At 2 4'> on the moining of 
I"* August, all the Assam leaclers 
got togethei with the Prime Minis 
tor, the home minister, S B Cha 
van, the union home seci etarv, R B 
Pradhan, the union cabinet secret 
aiv, P K Kaul and the Assam thief 
secretaty, Mr* P Fiivedi, to sign 
the memoiandum of settlement 

Sanksnhan Thakur, N*w MM 
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I R^lv Gandhi with Hiteswar Saikia in Guwahati bringing good news 


Biharis in Bangladesh oi Tamils in 
Sn Lanka are living examples 
But the most ominous aspect of the 
accord is the effect it will have on 
neighbouring states, especially West 
Bengal and Tripura A law which is 
good for Assam should also be good 
for the rest of the country But tht 
accord does not recognise this 
Undei the terms of the agreement 
anv p< rson immigrating to Assam 
aftei 1965 is an alien But in other 
I states having common holders with 
Bangladesh they are all legal 
citirens of India A stateless person 
in Assam is an Indian citi/tn in West 
Bengal There is no precise estimate 
as to how many people in Assam art 
likely to be rendered stateless it 
could be anything between 200 000 


1 to 500 000 Since most of them if not 
I all are Bengali speaking the 
chances are that once they have been 
I tendered stateless and theiefore 
second class cituens in Assam they 
would inevitably turn to West Bengal 
I 01 Tripura for insurance West Ben 
I gal or Tripura cannot possibly turn 
I them away as this is sure to affect the 
I political fortune > of the government 
I of the day 

On the othti side of the coin is the 
I possibility of the bordering states 
I demanding parity with Assam on the 
issue ol illegal immigration After 
all, the pioblem is not exclusne to 
Assam And il all bordering states 
takingcufc fromAssamandsettlc for 
1966 as the cut off veai tht effect 
can be very serious Similaily the 



provision to dispossess aliens of their 
land in Assam can only aggravate the 
tensions Furthermore, if Assam is 
entitled to constitutional safeguards 
for preservation of their cultural and 
ethnic identity, which means even 
non Assamese Indians would not be 
I able to buv land or own business | 

I establishments in Assam in future, I 
why cannot Orissa claim identical { 
safeguards’ In brief Assam s prob 
I lems have been passed on to the rest 
j of the country ' 

I Even so, an accord is better than 
no accord New Delhi’s main concein 
has been to hold an election in 
Assam The Lok Sabha polls could 
not be held in Assam with the rest of 
the country in Decembet last year 
because of disputes over the elector 
al rolls Even in 1985 Lok Sabha 
polls could not be held in 12 of the 14 i 
seats in Parliament from the state 1 
The ruling Congress(l) in New Delhi 
was also aware that although the 
1983 Assembly elections brought the 
party to power in Assam the poll | 
results did not truly reflect the will 
I of the people because of the dis 
' tuibed conditions under which tht 
I elections were held Tht rulers in 
New Delhi, piobablv yiewed the 
situation in this manner If an accord 
could be reached it would create a | 
climate where free and fair elections 
could be held Once the eltcnons 
were held, the Congress(I) would 
again come back to power, this time 
with a more conyincing mandate 
The demographic profile of Assam | 
certainly favouied such a hypothesis 
and even the most optimistic suppoi 
ters of the AASU and the AAGSP do 
not think that together they could | 
' win more than 30 of 126 Assembly 
seats With all opposition parties 
joining them they could at best win 
50 seats New Delhi also assumed 
that once the Congress(I) came to 
powei the accord would be ledun 
dant and with the passage of time the 
wounds would heal on their own 
Clearly this is a very simplistic 
view of the situation It does not take 
into account the possibilities of the 
realignment of forces and takes for 
granu d that minoriiies-both linguis 
tic and religious—would stay 
together and vote for the Congres 
s(I) Perhaps, they would vote more 
to choose between the devil and the 
deep sea But there is no love lost 
now between the Congressd) and the 
minorities The minorities feel that 
they had been ditched by the Con 
gress(I) who they supported for their 
future insurance The accord can be 
meaningful only if it can remove the 
tensions and the fears that tore 
Assam apart Implicit at the end of 
every night is the beginning of a new 
dawn 
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Jayalalitha 


Skating on Thin Ice 


Tamil Nadu's filmstar-turned-parliamentarian, Jayalalitha, today finds herself in a 
dilemma; her diatribe against MGR and other AIADMK leaders in January has put her 
in a piquant situation. Fora whiJe, she even toyed with the idea of wooing the 
Congress(I). ANITA PHATAP reports on the changing fortunes of the star-politician. 


Four grey walls and four grey cowers. 
Overlook a space of flowers 
And the silent isle ewbowers', 

The lady of Shalott. 

—Alfred Lord Tennyson 


J 


ayalalitha nowadays spends her 
time like Lord Tennyson’s lady 
of Shalott, deliberately estrang- 
.ing herself from the world. There 
is some curse upon her and like the 
lady of Shalott she knows not what it 
is. All she knows is that 
it is safer to shun the 
world, keep her peace 
and wait for MGR to 
beckon her to political 
limelight once again. So 
the glamorous All- 
India Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam 
(AIADMK) MP cools 
her heels in her palatial 
two-storeyed bungalow 
doing heaven-knows- 
what during the endless 
days when Parliament 
is not in session, isolat¬ 
ing herself from every¬ 
one including the re¬ 
tinue of staff in her 
house. She communi¬ 
cates with her personal 
assistant and other 
staff members through 
intercoms and hand¬ 
written messages. They 
in turn serve as her pro¬ 
xy voices to the outside 
world. 

Press interviews are 
taboo as she “has no¬ 
thing to say now.” Ran¬ 
dom callers are told 
that “Madam is sick” or 
“out.” Of course, a 
select few are exempt 
fromthis routine andare 
given direct connection 
to her. Even so 
apparently, there are 
not many callers as the 


phones are always free. Her grey- 
and-white house wears an empty de¬ 
solate look keeping its phantom own¬ 
er hermetically sealed. 

All this is in striking contrast to the 
scenario two years ago when the 
actress-turned-politician was firmly 
perched on the crest of political 
power. At that time Jayalalitha was 
besieged by partymen and outsiders 
who manipulated to ingratiate them¬ 
selves with her because of her direct 



Jayaialitha; no more the queen bee of AIADMK 


access to the reigning monarch of 
Tamil Nadu, M.G. Ramachandran. 
Seven months ago, the situation 
altered radically and, instead of 
politicians and favour-mongers, it 
was newsmen who were forever mill¬ 
ing around her house. In January 
1985, while MGR was recuperating in 
New York, Jayalalitha was suddenly 
divested of tier important post as 
deputy leader of the AIADMK par¬ 
liamentary party, a post given to her 
by MGR. She lost her 
temper and spewed 
forth a bubbling lava of 
calumny, reaffirming 
that “heaven has no 
rage like love to hatred 
turned, nor hell a fury 
like a woman scorned.” 
The grand dame of 
Tamil Nadu politics un¬ 
leashed a vitriolic di¬ 
atribe against the 
“coterie of deadwood” 
in the AIADMK who 
were out to humiliate 
and sideline her. She 
identified R.M. Veerap¬ 
pan, minister for in¬ 
formation, as the “king¬ 
pin” of the coterie. For 
days together she held 
press conferences in 
her drawing room. 
Newsmen lapped it up: 
her inflammatory allega¬ 
tions and impassioned 
accusations were a re¬ 
freshing change from 
the miasma of dull flat¬ 
tery that served as a 
newsman’s daily diet. 
Instead of the hack¬ 
neyed paeans of virtue 
one heard sharp and 
bitter attacks on the 
AIADMK luminaries 
and their shady activi¬ 
ties. Jayalalitha staged 
a show of political 
wrestling, taking on not 
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only MGR but the others as well 
She lashed out at MGR’s “dubious 
mental alertness,” Veerappan’s 
“black money,” Musiriputhan’s 
(president of the international MGR 
fans’ association) “cowaidice,” VR 
Neduncherian’s (the Tamil Nadu h 
nance minister) “uselessness,” P U 
Shunmugam’s (the then AIADMK 
general secretaty) “lealousj” and 
Janaki’s (MGR’s wife) “question 
able” marital status Her fury spent 
the “avenging Bhadrakali,” as slu 
called herself, suddenly went silent 
Ever since MGR returned layala I 
litha withdiew liom the scene M(,R ' 
was back and, contrary to her It ais 
was fit, mentally and physicalls c\ I 
cept for the speech impedmient li. i 
disputably, he was in control of tin 
Situation, making her look a tulle | 
foolish As she inaintaineil a low 
pioiilc. political obseisds wait In cl 
eageily as to how MGR would go 
abou* putting the AIADMK houM in 
order While the members ol the 
coterie met MGR at he houve 
often, Tamil Nadu’s chnished 
numeto lino took three wccks to 
grant an audience to lasalalitlia 
And whi'ti he did, it was in the 
secietariat In thi mi antnne the 
coterie was lewardtd 
with pos.tions of ail 
thoritv Veerappan wai 
leinstaled with a lew 
more poitfidio', PU 
.Shunmugani was rc 
warded at first with 
piotem speakeiship of 
the Assembly and then 
a ministerial berth 
Clearly MGR was not 
angry with them lor 
“humiliating and side 
lining” layaialitha On 
the other hancT, layala 
litha’s chief supporter, 

S Thiruiiavukkarasu, 
suffered a niajoi set¬ 
back when all his im 
portant poitfolios weie 
taken away from him 
The odds seemed to be 
weighed heavily 
against the fading gla 
moui queen Other 
than a teise statement 
directing partynien not 
to criticise Jayalahtha 
in public, MGR made 
no special gestures ro 
the lady She and a few 
of her emissaries, who 
contrived to meet 
MGR, weie all counsel 
led patience "She must 
wait,” they were told 
Six months later, 

Jayalahtha is still wait¬ 
ing for MGR to lead her 
out of the shadows of 


self imposed exile to political piom 
incnce again 

W hat IS Jayalalitha’s status in the 
AIAI>MK today’ Is she back in 
MGR’s good books ot has he con 
signed hei to the pages of history' 
Queues by .Si'nijav reveal that MGR 
will leinstate her hut not to the 
pie eminent position she had once 
eii|oved in the paity Si ndav Ic-ains 
lioin Ic liable souiccs that MGR will 
soon make hei the piopaganda 
secretdi \ of the AIADMK a post he 
made het leave .ibout a veai ago It 
was his way of clipping hei wings for 
over stepping limits Without saiit 
lien fiom MGR, Tavalalitha had criii 
c isc J the Andhia coup that dislodged 
N I Kama Rao in August lb84, 
tficu bv ciiuiiig cousicieidbte embar 
idssmi nl tc> MGR 

Howevei be ''ill now see to »t 
that laval.iluha is gneii a piomiaeni 
I ole in the pally She had been veiy 
good at her job as piopaganda seciet 
an In fdC, It was expected thai 
MGR would make an aiinot.ncemf nt 
leg.attiing het nomination befoie he 
left loi Japan Bui true to his unpie 
dutable srvlc, he changed his mind 
at the last minute making, layala 


litha wait longer Naturally, she was 
piqued While most people are in¬ 
clined to dtinbute the delay to his 
characreiistic waywaidness, there is 
a section in the AIADMK that feels 
that MGR did not make the 
announcement (iiecisely because he 
would be awd\ fioin Madras for over 
three weeks I hey pointed out that 
hr did not want to give an opportun 
ity to het deiractois to start trouble 
duiing his absence A large number 
of MLAs in the AIADMK owe direct 
allegiance to P U Shunmugara and 
RM Vceiappaii as it was they, and 
not MGK, who finalised the seli'Ction 
of caiididales toi ihe Assembly elc'C 
lions While no one in the AIADMK 
would daie dct^ la use in revolt 
against Mt,R, the latter tell there 
was no poi'Ti m arousing llu ir lie by 
uin.iaiini Jasalalitlia diiung his 
absi'n,.e 

M(.K’s moves an unpiedui 
that piihaps i‘ otii way of eiisiiung 
that his paitymin do not take any 
thine foi gi anted I hi tact is that 
M(.R was angiv with J.iyalalilha foi 
het “intetniieiaiL ouibiiist ’ Making 
het wan was his wav of punishing her 
foi transgressing thi limits he had 
ptescribed in Januaiy 19rt'> 
MGR has always be 
lievcd in kt.ping the 
pi ess It hav and it is 
common k ti'iwiedge 
that lit I. not favour 
ably disposed to his 
partyiTu n giving pi ess 
interviews, something 
which niadt Javalalitha 
totallv inaicessible to 
the pi OSS when she was 
the piopaganda secret 
ary m l‘)H ( and 1484 
She broke this hal 
lowed edict only when 
she felt persecuted and 
needed the pi ess to air 
her guevances to the 
publn As tai as MGR 
was concerned, she 
erred in making the in 
ternal bickerings of the 
AIADMK the subject of 
torrid public cun 
troversy by lepeatedly 
giving press interviews 
If she had used the 
media only to register 
her protest at hi t arbit 
rary removal and be 
haved with equanimity, 
MGR would have found 
it easiei to reinstate 
her on his return 

F our issues that 
Jayalahtha harped 
upon during her spate 
of press conferences in¬ 
furiated MGR lie was 



layalaillha serving a midda)' meal; popular in villages 
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R M Veerapp-in PI ShunmuKum and V R Nedunihcrian (nticsnflbe ‘a^tniiinft Bhadrakali 


oiitiafied when h« iiaiiii tli.it she had 
public 1\ questioned his mental ale it 
mss This was an act of pcisuiial 
betrayal It also me int plannnp the 
seeds ot doubt in the rnind ot the 
publie and pioviditi). Mist to the 
gossip mill IS to whether he was in 
possession of his mental faeiikii 
Second he was annoyed by fay alt 
litha s comments that the AlADMK 
was not his pttsonal property A 
ben* volent despot who hasastrangJt 
hold over his paity MGK did not 
tike kindly to sueh lofty demoei.itie 
notions As paitv leader he was 
ayyaie that sueh sentiments if uii 
cheeked eoiild cteaie dissensions 
within the well knit AJADMK Thud 
he w IS in Mated with layalalith i lor 
lutinine to the centre with hit tales 
of woe This lent credenee to the 
siispieions in a seetion of the 
A 1 \ 1 )MK that she was hiving aeret 
de alings with the e entre end that she 
was passing, on informaiioii about 
the pally to the (.ongiessfl) in Delhi 
loeiith M(,R was fuiious with her 
loi iiisiiiu 11114 that I tnaki was not 
legally man led to him With that 
eomrr nt jayaliltha erossed all 
limit of decenev Reinstating her 
after she made sueh an outrageous 
lemaik would be an aet ot disloyalty 
to lanaki who haei nutse d him faith ' 
fully dining his serious illness 

1 11 IS in inefisputalili faet that the 
dine s ti IS hii m. ht Mt.R elose i to his 
wife Ht fi.is elevi lopeef a kind ot 
tmu lung ell pi lufi nee on tier I arlii r 
1 111 iki w Is nowhtit fly Ins siele whi n 
le Ill idt Ins pnblii ippeaniiees 
Now stii 1 ilw lys seen with him in 
Mielias nicn dignitjiies tall on 
Ml.R f’hoi taphs testily to lanaki s 


eonstirit pie i iic l>\ Ins side even . 
duimg Ins tiip i 1 the I S Diiite I 
nndet St 111(1 ilily llietc is tui loye lost | 
be twee 11 I in it 1 md ) yililtha 1 hi 
111 polilieiiii iin i'll (1 ten i om I 
me ms li ice giye 11 | ni if 1 1 stii I ti I 
belt he I \ith \ii edit l)v Ml K 1 
elt y lie )iyalilillii no e i wirli till 
lesestaiiee liom his tioim me lod i 
he has li p ly heed ti dome slit 
oppo iliciil lailiti It w IS I ly il I 
lith i wild sill id III xt le \1(<F It 
public tunciK II Or one iiaiiiocci 
Sion Ilf I the Asi id toi mslince . 
M(.R would fit 11 inked I hoth line 1 
ki and f iv il il 'li i Now he ha he i 1 | 

dislodged Iron iliis fiosiiieiii I mi . 
siiiee his letuiii ftoiii New \(nk at 
the pe I >on il Rye I he lias tie i n stu 
eliously ni mu <111114 ' di tune from 
he 1 At the lime of e tecti me e nog in 
Dteeml’ei ii, hid 

promised to return 10 the m let with 
IVKiK Sbi hid impiii d th it they | 
would togelfiei do the i iiiiids of 
Thankspuing lili 1 ly lit hi not 
made a single f ubhe ippt ei enee 
with he I 

Blit this dot s not mean that he will 
e onsign hei to pohtieal ofiliyion At 
the moine Ill Ik seem to be dehhet 
ate ly mtin Idling her by making her 
wan At UK point of time 1 ival i 
htha muhlened by Mt.K s inscrut 
able behaviour threw one ot tier 
lamou tintiums and dteided to 
leave Nladns lor g md md settle 
I down in l)e Ihi (A house is allotte d to 
I her as i Ml’ the re ) In a lit of te mpe r 
she deeieled to put up hei Madtas 
house foi ale wound iq) he i links m 
the eity aniitted her i ar to De Ihi ami 
was all le idy toi closing the Tamil 
Nadu ehapiti and opening a new one 


in the ipit.il But slit did not like 
he I liiiuse m Delhi md it turned to 
lit I rifitid rtsidenee fiintraltd 
I 111 sh 1 will itiou she will neil be 
( rite 111 Ityinp second fiddle in 
I 1 n 1 Naili pom ICS 

J iy i) mth I h 1 y ision ot p! is mg a 
dyaiirm mle on rtii ri itional can 
las ft I f II thi leisoii that jhe has 
belli e iiltiy.itin; the Congiessfl) 
Icidcis A mil Singh Aiun Nehru 
.md Mirgiiet \h i so th 11 tf she 
let I sfic IS fcttiiij .1 taw deal iiotn 
Mt.K sfie cciuld (juit the AlADMK 
iiici i imii Nadu ind stall a new 
politic il hit ail oset again in the 
Congiessfl) III Delhi In fact there' 
ai c lumoms that she is on the 
thieshold ot loining the Ctngress(I) 
fay ilalitha has always believed in 
iipeiating at the highe I political 
icyeJ and had nude eonsiderable 
etfoits to cultivate Mis Indira Gan 
tihi who tow lids tlie end of her lift 
liad been imptcsstd by her tnd had 
eomt iti believe that she wA' a smart 
mtellige lit and dynamic woman who 
should be tiuouiagtd Rape Gandhi 
was inclined to shait his mother’s 
Slew Hnforiunately the losy rela 
iionship with the Congress(l) has 
turned sour and fayalalitha has only 
hei sell to blame St NiiAy leains from 
le liable sources that the Congre&sfl) 
leadeiship became wary of her 
evei since her string of biash 

pies, eonterenees m Tanuary While 
theie w.is sympathy for her because 
she seemeel to bt fighting with her 
b ee k to the wall political circles in 
Delhi neveitheless felt she had ex 
l>()sed her immaturity and peevish ' 
ne ss Her overreaction proved that 
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she wds not a cool, mature and ba 
lanced politician There isas rethink 
iiig in Delhi and it was tell that ii 
would be better for the Congiess(I) 
to maintain a polite but safe distance 
fiom hti Javdlalithd s predicament 
is woi sened b\ the fact that the local 
bigwigs of the Tamil \adu Congres 
s(J) letusi to take het setiously as a 
politician 

As the leading Tamil actii ss oi he r 
day she commanded wealth, 
glory and ta.ne But it was only when 
she joined the AIADMK that she 
tasted raw power Having enioved i* 
or two yeais Jayalalitha now 





appeal s to be ovet whelmed by it She 
see s no i easoii w h\ she should not be 
in a position of authority she is more 
intelligent than a lot of others who 
hold such impoitatit posts, she is 
neithei coiiiipt noi does she have 
any "isc to grind Eler heait is set on 
the post (>♦ deputy thief ministeiship 
of Tamil Nadu should she fail to 
athieyt this then o always the 
option of a tabinct post She had 
been pcsteiing M(tR to give hei at 
h ast a ministtiial beith long before 
he tell ill but he ha^ always been 
disinclined to accede to her wishes 
His fear, according to sources close 
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Jayalalitiia campaigiiliis for the AIADMK in the Assembly polls: a vital factor 


to him, IS that a head swollen with 
power could go beyond his sphere of 
control Sunday learns that thus far 
MGR has been offering her posts 
upto chairmanship of corporations 
posts that have prescribed limits of 
power Javalalitha turned down the 
offer of chairmanship of the Tamil 
Nadu Industrial Development Cor 
poration when she learnt that she 
would have to give up her Rajva 
Sabha membership She is deter 
mined not to relinquish her foothold 
in Delhi There is no point in fore 
closing options The post subsequent 
ly went to Sulochana Sampath 
He has shrewdly neutralised the 
opposition from the handful of 
Jayalalitha supporters by making 
them heads of corporations For inst¬ 
ance, Tiruppur Manimaran has been 
made chairman of Tamil Nadu Hous¬ 
ing Board and J C D Prabhakaran 
was made chairman of Tubewells 
Corporation In the present setup tt 
would appear that Mr Veerappan has 
moved closer to MGR, who is con 
vinccd that he is a strong loyalist It 
IS interesting to note that MGR allot 
ted the sensitive and crucial home 
portfolio to Veerappan when he went 
to Japan and not to Nedunchezian 
who IS number two in the cabinet 
When MGR was convalescing after 
his kidnev transplant in New York, 
Nedunchezian, who was in charge of 
the home portfolio, had engineered 
the transfer of the all powerful direc 
tor general of police, K Mohandas, 
to an innocuous post One of the first 
things MGR did on his return was to 
leinstate Mohandas This itself is 
proof that while he considers Mohan 
das indispensable, he does not have 
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tliv sime opinion about Jayalalithd 
!'o» If) tb< dikitU Veerappan does 
n )t ^i about i nticising her any mote 
\ IV vleveilv he now (booses to 
sli wt? pi ii'-cs oil htr suppoiftrs 
uidii <il\ wtaninp tluni away At a 
li )i( tion u tentlv ht took cate to pay 
^-lowitijj tiibiues to pt rsons who were 
at )i timt known to havt bttn vetV 
(lost u iui 

J aval vhtlia has no dcaiih of enemies 
in thv AlADMK b'lt iionically sht 
1 hvi own bipgt St ttumv She has 
((ltd 1 ixrsonalitv flaws that make 
K 1 iinponuiar with hei partymen 
1 OK •niisi on tht litany of complaints 
ltd Ikd against hi i by hei paitymen 
IS In I iiiibi idled ariogance ” Her 
hniMii III of supt>nuiity and dis 
1 on iiiklc her partymen who find it 
il tin oil In sromath it from a person 
1 1 h IS bi cn ( atapiilted to power 
( isi ntialU on the stiength of her 
pits 111 d K lationship with the party 
!' u 11 I hat shf was pood at her |ob 
i n ipa-’anda setittaiy seems to 
1 h. 1(1 dit‘'fienct to htr hostile 
n II nit n who retort that so are a lot 
I* ht I puts rrii mbers but none 
h‘v> bn n ^.iven tht boost she re 
t ivvd Ht i dorninttimg attitude ex 
1 It 1) IK s thi m 

In I wav one tan understand the 
It 1 Otis lor Jayalalitha s arrogance 
she IS suptnot to some of the 
pit bci in politicos But as a politician 
she tan ill at lord to make public 
demonstrations of htr disdain In 
I ut puor to M(1R s Illness the DMK 
wistoievei attacking her His illness 
liKiuj-hi to tht lint the widespiead 
mti Tfivalalirhd sentiments in the 
AlADMK and tht MADMK affiliated 
paper* ran a series of campaigns 


against her With the AlADMK doing | again Second as an AlADMK MLA 
the dirty work, the DMK papers pointed out ' Whv should M(iR 
realised there was no need to indulge waste a MP-’’ If Mt.R drives her out 
in a slander campaign against Jayala of the partv hv ignoring her his p irty 
htha Her detractors had always , would lost a Rajva Sabha membci 
maintained that without MGR’s pat He added In itself ii is not a great 
ronage she would be nowhere She j hiss but whv should MtiR go out of 
disputed such theories—she had his way to invitt it-’ riiird he 
even gone to the extent of claiming now needs (avalabtha is the piop 
at one of her press confeiences that aganda secretaii He has made re 
oeople tn the villages came to see her markable progt e ss in his spt t c h ther 
and not because she was a repre apv Unlortunately the improve 

sentative of MGR But, in the last six ment is not enough toi him to 

months it was evident that, deprived address public meetings as before 
of his patronage, she had fast betomc The main it ison why ht went lo 

a nonentity, a recluse whom the , lapan was to asstss whtrhei his 

public stopped talking about spttch could be improved further 

MGR will not totally Ignore Jayala ' The AlADMK (let non campaigns 


htha because she has her uses I irst, have tiaditioiially been iharact» 
he needs her to continue with his rised by glamour, mystery and seeth* 
balancing act in the party Like Mrs mg millions in an atmosphere sur 
Gandhi, MGR believes in the divide charged with excitement As speech 
and lule policy By giving a slight is going to be a pioblem, MGR re 
boost to Tayalahtha he can keep quires a glamorou"' ciowdpuller 
everyone in the AlADMK on ten Jayalalitha fits the bill adequately 

terhooks, including Jayalalitha her With tht local polls round the corner, 

self Veerappan has reasons to be he needs an official fulltime cam 
happy with the way things are going paignet urgently who will shoulder 
but MGR would like to ensure that the burden of electioneering for the 

he does not become complacent AlADMK layalalitha is bound to 

layalalitha’s piesence will see to jump at the chance and take up her 
that MGR loves to play guess.ng old post 
games—it serves as a wonderful di 

versionary tactic, for instance, when hor two reasons First, f if she is 
Rajiv Gandhi came to Madras at the actively involved in the party she has 
time of the Pondicherry elections, a chance to once again prove her 
apart from him, she was the. only worth and in the process try an‘d 
person in the AlADMK who was restore her relationship whth MGR 
allowed ^o meet the PM This had jhe on an even keel Second, iri politics, 
AlADMK partymen running around 'out of sight is out of mind As it is, 
wondering what was afoot she has not been in the limelight for 

‘ The coterie will be forced to be at about six months Slie' cannot afford 
Its best |)etduse by default they do to continue to be a recluse if .she is 
not want Javalalitha to move close to serious about picking up the threads'^ 
the CM and be his*sole confidante of her political career 
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Will Jayalalitha Return to 12, Safdarjang Lane? 

SJhuhhahrafa Bhaltacharyn reports on the star-parJiamentarian’s dilemma 


A ftei rt lon(4 abst nee, ]<iyalaltthd 
was seen in Pailiament House 
on li' August Hei presence was 
itnmecJidtclv felt in the Rdivd 
Sdbhd Ont person who looked 
most lelieved was the mini'tei of 
state for parliamentarv affairs (in 
chaigc of Raiya Sabhai Margaret 
Alva In th« past few weeks on the 
floor of thr House in the lobby and 
in tht tential hall Mis Alva had 
been flooded with questions ('•om 
M P‘ about t h f s r 11 
parliamt at trian s tbstnic In a 
lightti ft in tht minister was heard 
ttllingsonit MPs on U August that 
ihe wished fayaldlitha ( amt to Par 
liaini tit (Misdav 1 will have no 
pioblems of quorum Mis Alva 
I •■aid lokc' .ipait the capital s 
fiipcviiit I bu/ 7 int with stunt •■ 

I aboiii tht dill nnia whiih lavala 
I lith IS tiudiio' hi 1 st If in She 
I shillt d to \e w Dt I'll in liilv Runga 
I low miinbe I IP on the prestigious 
i Saldaiiirg I ent had be en allotte d 
' I lohti ‘•In niovi d 111 from Madras 
I with H t ist s of goods Iht tost of 
>hifli I V IS silt h that favalalitha 
sold 1 putt of hiiiel to tool the bill 
I I \ [iiiii was oigarnsed in the new 
bouse in the thud wi i k of July \ 
puts! spttialK flew in tiom Mad 
Its tot ihc titiniouv ‘»oon aftci 
wauls lav il tlilha siiddenlv de 
j e ided to movi out ot Said ii | ng 
lane Actoiding to one vttsion 
aftei the fiu/j when the priest look 
some me asuienie nts ot tht rooms 
and made eeilain c rlculatioris, it 
was found th*t the house teas inau 
spieious 101 her Whattvei the 


reason, Jayalalitha moved out of 
the bungalow and when she re 
turned to New Delhi nearly after a 
month on 12 August, she checked in 
at the Tamil Nadu government’s 
guest house in Chanakyapun 

The last time Jayalalitha was 
seen active in the capital’s politu al 
circuit was on 18 July, when she 
attended a meeting of the pai 
l.amentarv consultative committee 
on the department of electronics 
Tht Prime Minister is the minister 
for electronics and Jayalalitha is 
said to have utilised the opportun 
itv to senu some feelers to Rajiv 
Gandhi on Tamil Nadu politics The 
mam theme ot the message sent to 
the Prime Minisic'r wa^. that she 
was prepared to fight against the 
lampant corriiption of the MGR 
go\ I'rnment and she sought the pro 
tection of Raju Gandhi in hei en 
deavour 

According to the message sent by 
Jayalalitha to the Congrtss(l) high 
command, the majority of the 
\IADMK legislators distiict office 
beaieis and the cadre were backing 
her in tht ciusade against con up 
lion She suggested ihat MGR who 
was totallv in the hands of ‘ R M 
Veerappan and Company be 
asked lo aep down gracefully and 
she bt appointed the chief minister 
ol Tamil Nadu To back ujr this 
claim It was slated in the message 
that It was Jayalalitha who was 
responsible for the AlADMK vie 
toi\ in the lamil Nadu Assembly 
elections and the ciedit should not 
be given to anyone else lo elabo 


rate on her importance, it was 
stated that when she was removed 
from the party post, a feeler was 
sent to her to resign her Rajya 
Sabha seat and someone close to 
MGR had even offered her Rs 26 
lakhs if she were to quit Parlia 
ment 

Jayalalitha is said to have com 
plained to Rajiv Gandhi that MGR 
was out to harass her She alleged 
that at one public meeting, when 
R M Veerappan spoke against her 
MGR smiled approvingly li is 
alleged by the Jayalalitha camp I 
that MGR has even been telling his ' 

partvmen that she was no longer 1 

with him, so that the AlADMK 
cadie was alienated from her The ' 
chief minister’s wife, Janaki, is said j 
to be the brain behind the machma ' 
tions against Jayalalitha Apart 
from “Veerappan and Company ’’ 
MGR is alleged to be ‘conn oiled” 
by Janaki in his day to day fitnc 
iioning as the chief minister, 
according to tha charge levelled by 
the Jayalalitha camp 

MGR IS not the only lamil Nadu ' 

leader against whom Jayalalitha | 

has complained to the Prime Mims 
ter While submitting her blueprint 
lor the changeover in the slate, she 
has cautioned Rajiv (landhi against 
relying on the advice of the Tamil 
Nadu Congress(I) leaders Her 
main chaige is against the AICC(I) 
general secrotarv, G Karuppiah 
Moopanar (Incidentally Congress 
men from West Bengal, Mahaiash 
tra, Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh, 
besides 1 amil Nadu, have sent peti 
tions against Mr Moopanar to the 
high command, complaining about 
his style of functioning while deal 
ing with matters relating to fac 
tionalism in these states ) Fven the 
vice president of India, R Venk 
ataraman (who normally should not 
be expected to play any role either 
in state or party polnics), has been 
singled out by the Jayalalitha camp 
while counselling that the Tamil 
Nadu Congressmen should not be 
consulted about the new equations 
in the state 

Apparently, Jayalalitha is facing 
heavy odds She wants to go to 
Madras as the new chief minister 
In the meantime, she is unable to 
make up her mind whether she 
should move into her MP's bunga¬ 
low in New Delhi or not 
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Uayalalitha Has Become 
Bored with Pariiamenf 


KHUSHWANT SINGH, her fellow-parliamentarian, analyses her performance 

in the Rajya Sabha 



Jayalalitha: >uperb performance in Parliament 


I y > ■ f she is beautiful she is 
BB I buund to be brainless,’’ say 
H most men. No one says. “If 
H he is handsome he is likely 
to be empty-headed.” It is a man’s 
world. However high a woman rises 
in her profession and however able 
she may be, there is an element of 
disbelief in her success and her su¬ 
periority i.s very grudgingly 
accepted. In the case of film¬ 
stars, opinion is even more 
heavily gazed against woman. 

In my time I have known two T1 
women filmstars in the Rajya 
Sabha, Nargis and Jayala- 
litha, both beautiful and C 

brainy, and one male actor, « 

Sivaji Canesan. However 
handsome his millions of & 

female fans find him, I have 
not yet had a chance ot gaug , 
ing his ability as apart from w 

the heroic manner in which 
he took the oath when he was —— 


enrolled as a member of the Upper 
House of Indian Parliament, he has 
been rarely seen there. And when 
present he observes a stiff-lipped 
silence. I have also had the privilege 
of seeing Amitabh Bachchan in the 
parliamentary con.sultative' commit¬ 
tee of the information and broadcast¬ 
ing ministry. Handsome, he mo.st 
certainly is. His one speech on audio¬ 


There was a hush of silence when 
she came to take the oath.^She was 
drapped in white, a wraith-like 
figure and spoke in a soft, barely 
audible voice...Thereafter most 
men’s eyes were fixed on her 
because she was good to behold. 


visual cassette piracy also 
convinced me that he had 
worked hard on his brief and 
has the gift ol advocacy 
Nargis had all too short a 
tenure in the Rajya Sabha !■ 
had known her for some years 
before she became a member 
and had the good fortune of 
being allotted a seal next to 
hers I was the envy ^if all 
otlier male iiii'mhers Nargis 
was an outgoing extrovert, 
bubbling w’lth vitality and ea¬ 
ger to make her pre.sence felt. 
She kept a running commen¬ 
tary going on till' debates; il 
there was a row, she was 
usually in it On one occasion 
a Communist-Marxist lady 
member who was uncommon¬ 
ly plain-looking was waxing 
eloquent on the increasing 
number of rapes in the coun¬ 
try, “It IS a disgrace that in 
the regime of a woman Prime. 
Ministei (Indira (’tanclhi) et- 
ery morning one reads of a 
rape here, a rajie there, fapes 
everywhere” Nargis pipped 
in loud enough for everyone 
to hear, “Why are you wor¬ 
ried? No one will ever rape 


Nargis’s premature death by can¬ 
cer caused genuine grief in’the 
House. She had come to be loved by 
everyone who knew her. 

T he next filmstar "entrant in thei 
Rajya Sabha was jayalalicha. 
Though most of us had seen her 
photographs and heard about her as 
a protege of M.C. Kamachan- 
dran and her role in the 
AlADMK party..politics, few, 
en of us from the north had seen 
her on the screen. There was. 
a hush of silence when she 
|g came to take the -oath. She 
was draped in whjte, a; 
wraith-like figure and -spoke 
St in a soft,barely audible voice. 

I She got the customary ap- 

, plaust as she glided to her 
U* seat among her party mem¬ 
bers. Thereafter most man’s 
- eyes were fixed on her be- 
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cause she was good to behold 

Jayalalitha was utterly unlike Nar 
gis She was withdrawn, much youn¬ 
ger and shyer She rarely cared to 
look up or smile at anyone. Her party 
stalwarts, the all-in wrestler type 
Mohanrangam and the tall, hand¬ 
some Ramakrishnan took good care 
that no one took the hberty of accost¬ 
ing their prized possession. On one 
occasion when she was absent for the 
entire session, the ebullient Suresh 
Kalmadi (Congress-S) tried to raise 
the question in the zero hour. It had 
been reported in some of the 
newspapers that she was 
being deliberately kept away. r~~ 
Mohanrangam roared back 
like an angry lion: “What is 
Jayalalitha to you? Mind your ~, 
own business.” We did. 

Unable to persuade any of a 
her party members to intro- i 
dtice her to me, I took re- 
course to writing about her OI 
after I heard her make her 
maiden speech. It was a su¬ 
perb performance. She had 81 

marshalled her facts, phrased 
them in good English, - 


her delivery was flawless and with¬ 
out a trace of a south-Indian accent 
She took more than thrice the time 
allotted to her, but neither the pres¬ 
iding officer nor any of the members 
wanted her to stop Even so the 
compliments paid to her in the lobby 
were uncharitable. “She has the en¬ 
tire Tamil Nadu secretariat at her 
disposal to prepare her speeches- 
..She 1 $ M.G. Ramachandran’s show¬ 
piece in the centre, etc. Needless to 
say most of these snide remarks 
came from members from the south. 
Any way they were not true. She 


When speaking on Operation 
Bluestar, the barracking from the 
government supporters made it 
almost impossible for me to carry 
on. It was Jayalalitha who shouted 
back: ** Why dcm’t you let him speak 
and listen to what he has to say?*’ 


wrote all her speeches herself. 1 gave 
her the fulsome praise she deserved. 
That was my introduction card 


Thereafter whenever I was heck¬ 
led by the Congress benches (which 
was often), Jayalalitha rose to my 
defence. V^en speaking on Opera¬ 
tion Blue star, the barracking from 
the government supporters made it 
almost impossible for me to carry on. 
It was Jayalalitha who shouted back; 
“Why don’t you let him speak and 
listen to what he has to say?” 

It would seem that Jayalalitha 
has become bored with 
Parliament and is more in¬ 
terested in Tamil Nadu poli¬ 
tics where she has become a 
, formidable force and as great 
uC a vote-catcher as her mentor. 
It MGR. Her appearances in die 
Upper House have become 
‘ y rarer and rarer. I will not be 
ed surprised if one of these days 
‘ak resigns her seat to be- 

come a minister in MGR’s 
* government. Rajya Sabha’s 
loss will be Tamil Nadu's 
- gain. 
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Deals of 
.. Bhagat 

He rocir piggvbat k on influnntial It'inh is ond Uu'n dumped 
them on liis w tiv lo pow 11 


ost people who speak on 
H K I Bhagat bt pin bv 
quoting what lawaliailal 
Nehiu had to sav of him 
“This man,” said I’andit Nthiu 
“should nevei be allowed to nmain 
in the Congress” The provocation 
might have been small but Nehru 
was perhaps aware of what Mi Bha 
gat was capable of Hat kishanlal 
Bhagat, then a lowl> Congress woik 
er, had allegedly forged the signa 
ture of his father and the matter had 
come to the notice of Nehiu He had 
the relevant papers biought over to 
him, examined them and then u lom 



I im ndid Ins suspt nsioii (loni lilt pn 
tv 1 Init silt ukl !n\t lutiitlit incl ol 
It but ljk( tin good ( oiiiKssmin 
Uhagai t in t I i 1 R ol t > tli tn in 
end U w • bt).iiitut( lb i u h s 
bet n iindt I ilukti clou K sum bi i 
evtiv irnt h li'stnuiMil li t mis 
I has irihiMtt I Wniim us i| nis 
fust piibht 0 til tint I I 1 li If 11 ui 
tin Ins IV IV lo bit iiiiiiii ii it iht 
promine it t oiu n It iilt i ^ ol Dt 1 ii 
Ht siaitttl oil >s intnib i t tin 
Delhi Muiiitiiial ( oipoi it on uui 
I ehairmin of lilt W it'i i il sev pi 
(omniiitti f he nt M sit,) up w IS lilt 
piiji of diputv mavoi Winn in Idbb 


the Delhi Administration Act 
bii>u|Lhi into txisttnte the Interim 
Mttiopoliian (ountil undei Mir 
Miistaq Minitd Bhagat bteame a 
nunopohim louticillor live vears 
I itt I dutine whitli time ht had 
ilu idv m itle It to tht top in the 
l)i 111! Piidtsh Cotigttss Commit 
It ( ht was an honour ihlt Menibei 
ol I'll hunt nr Itom east Iblhi A 
slit It w lit m tht wings ana Bhagat 
w IS ml I ht iiruoii nunisttv where 
iL still IS Hellas howevti not 
lb null III d ( lit ol his uiiginal moor 
mts till Dtihi Piadesh Congress 
C iminititt ind tht t letted bodies n 




H K.L. Bhagat. nin> Delhi like a '^perviiiai fief' 


28 


^UNPAV 25 *31 /kjguM IS 





V 


INVLSriGAnON 


the citv His vice like grip is onlv too 
evident The Delhi Pradesh ( oiigres 
s(I) Committee (DPCCl) pttsidtni, 
Mrs Tatdar Babbar, the ihief eveeu 
tive councillor of Delhi, Jagpravesh 
Chandra the mayor of the eapital 
Mahendra Singh Saathi they aie all 
“his people ” Ev< n at the middit and 
lowei levels Bhagat has his own 
confidants manning posts in tht De 
Ihi Congress(I) set up 
Bhagat rose up the rungs in Delhi 
polities the fashionable wav lU lode 
piggyback on influential Ipaoiis of 
the time, then dump* d thi m to tatch 
hold of another one till lu himself 
needed none He began his political 
apprenticeship undtr (iiaudhais 
Brahm Piakash in tlu lill 

1966 Bhagat leniainid Io\dl to 
Brahrii Prakash Indeed ht owed his 
position in the munuipal loipoi ition 
to the Delhi It adei But w hi n i In 
Metiopoliraii ( ouncil i imi into 
being Bhagat was big inouih to 
play his own gamt s It is s nd ih ii In 
spoke ill of ( haudhaiv Bi thin Pi a 
kash to Indita Gandhi and succei did 
in foisting Mil Mustaij Ahnitd is iht 
chief txetutivt countilloi Bui a 
Brahm Prakash eoniinutd t hold 
swayovei tht DPC C Bhigat is sonii 
of his eistwliik collt igui s in the 
Congiess rtmtinbti began suppoit 
ing Subhadia joshi againsi Bi dun 
Prakash Ihi game did not p i\ off <it 
least till the 1967 geneial tlttnoiis 
since Bhagat was not givt n a ruket 
Senior Congress leaders had alleged 
at that time that Bhagat had woiked 
against the mteitsts of the parts in 
the polls and held him paitiv ii 
sponsible for the rout of the Congress 
[ in Delhi During the 1967 tletiions 
Bhagat accompanied Indiia (•andhi 
to Rae Bareili in her poll campaign 
It IS during this period that he is 
supposed to have used his ptoximity 
to the late PM to his own ads antage 
After the 1969 Congress split he had 
already managed to create a situa 
tion where Brahm Prakash had to 
leave Indira Gandhi and loin Morarji 
Desat But Bhagat still had Subhadi a 
Joshi, who had by then become tht 
DPCC piesidenr, to tackle 
But H K L Bhagat brought such 
divisive political games into play 
that the Congress unit in Delhi re 
mained faction ridden to his own 
advantage After the Bangladesh 
war, finally, Bhagat got a ticket foi 
the parliamentary elections As he 
began gaming in confidence he set 
about demolishing every IIval By the 
time the Emergency was declared in 
1975, even Subhadra Joshi’s i oots in 
the Congress had been upiooted 
Bhagat’s “Operation Capture Delhi” 
began in 1973, the year oiganisation 
al elections were held in the DPCC 



II K I Bliagit with 1*1 mil MinisUr Kajii Ciandhi 


litci 1 li II iim< It ssas ihi 111 st time 
till! ‘u I' KU III, bui Id pick thi 
1 ) 1 1 t I'l liisDwi nun iiid hi aid it 
quiu s cii still But III)! ictoiding 
to tlu ( 01 „i 111 I 1 m ik R i| Idi 
witlioul u s iinm *> uiipiccedcnUd 
I’ll iglirig likid bs ilic w IS Bhagat 
h 1(1 lx li IS 1(1 tlu ( uigiissl iwsiis 
loiiini L 1 1 which tonsi led 
miutig ( liiei the pit s> 11 union 
nuilistci 111 -.t 111 I )i law M R Bhaid 
wii bci-.'i I cui adi iiust him 
UK* pi •,( illtil I di tilled ripoit to 
till laii I’liiiit Miiusic lu hi 1 (.dll 
ilhi and tht ill* 11 t (iti( Its pit suit lit 
Sh ml-ai Dds il hhaini 1 Iht Cl 1 li id 
mi t uoiuul I ()()() ( iiLits mill iii 
solsid in thi oij iiiistnoiiii tlti 
tioiis lolkilid till 11 I'liilasils uid 
uhniitii d It ( iht *(ade)''foi itnoii 
Indii i tj.uulhi til ink’d thi t I I loi 
iloing tlu |i)h but iscn i th itpoit 
was Ik in), pi i si tiu d * h ig u got sus 
ptnsioii iidiis issutd If tinsi his 
iktiiitois hs tlu ihtii fcneial 
siiittcus i 1 till i)l*t I Mdiindia 
Smgtl Saathi Vs i i> ou si m uUi 
Bhagat inittiig vv is hi id ii Ntw 
Dtihi s Iiniund Holt' m " Math 
197 V It w IS ittti (ltd hs ihit i union 
ministtis HR (aikhaJ tin minis 
ter lot liw iiul iiisti i Ra|Bihadur 
thi mini III lot si ippmg and trans 
poif and 1 K (/uu d tin imnistii for 
intoim itioii and biotikastiii, The 
ncctuig wills 111 \ lomkidtd that 
rheii hid been lai).t stak maiupula 
turns in tlu nomiiiatioiis loi the 
I DPCC cki turns I Itimatclv nothing 
happtnt(I to Bh i).dt Mtci that sass 
knak Rai lai the DPt C was ndckn 
Iv dilugtd with ptopk whom Bhagat 1 
bii light 111 to piotict his own in 
ttii Sts 1 hi stills stems much the 
same even today 

J u I before the 1 ok Sabha < kctions 
ot Decembi t 1984 —when tne tick 
c't ineJd at the Congicssfli headquar 


I ters was at its height—Bhagat was 
ihaigesheeted bv his own party col 
leagues It was no doubt the last 
ditch attempt of a political adversary 
to wiist the east Delhi Congress(I) 
ticket from Bhagat But the charges 
contained in the memoi andum which 
demanded a C entralBuicau ot Inses 
tigition (CBI) enquirs and which 
Wirt submitted in th« name of KK 
\ioia who claims to be a close 
Illative of Bhagat make interesting 
icaduig Ihes gist a 1 eel ot the range 
ot iinsitiis Bhagat is supposed to 
hast been msoked in Among the 
alltgations kselled wcie 

• Running a bttiami liquor shop at 
laithpuri 111 old Delhi which is 
valued at stictal crores 

• Ha landed piopcitv in Haryana 
woitli Rs li\t (lores which is owned | 
iithei bv Ins famiK incmbeis or i 

b( nami 

• Ihs men established a fake Delhi 
Di vclopment Authority (DDA) office 
m Iiilokpuii Kdlvanpuri area in east 
Delhi and toincud Rs 18 lakhs from 
innocent piisons in 1981, 

• In cotiiuvance with Saijan Kumar, 
a fotmer Congress(l) MP from outer 
Delhi Bhagat stld land in the Budh 
Vihai and Piitampura areas to net a 
huge profit 

• C )t 1 Rs three clores comiact in 
thi name of his son Deepak for the 
coiisti 111 lion of lower income group 
(LIG) and middle income group 
(MK,) flats in Glurnabad, 

• Sold off faim lands worth about Rs 
25 lakhs in the Tians'Vamuna area 
along with Chaudhary Hargyan 
Singh picsident ot the east Delhi 
C oiigiess(I), 

• His son owns Deepak Diesel En 
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brings you 

DOUBLE ASSURANCE' ptam 


'Jeevan SaathP 

This plan is ideal for workins 
couples Like the love and 
loyalty of the marriage bond, 


Jeevan Saathi’s assurance lasts 
beyond a lifetime 

On maturity, the basic sum assured, 
plus bonus, IS payable 
If one of the partners expires 
during the term of the policy, 
the basic sum assured is paid to 
the survivor He/She is TOt 
required to pay any further 
premiums 

The basic sum with profits is 
once again paid to the surviving 
partner on maturity, or to 
his/her nominee if his/her death 
occurs before maturity 




'Jeevan Mitra' 

This plan is specially designed 
for maximum family security On 
maturity, the basic sum with 



bonuses will be paid to the 
insured - as in the other 
endowment assurance policies 
If the insured expires during the 
policy term, the nominee 
receives double the sum 
assured and accrued bonuses 
For a little extra premium, an 
additional cover against death 
due to accident is also available 


For further details on these 
DOUBLE-BENEFIT plans, contact 
your Lie agent or the nearest 
Lie office 


fift Jnsurance (Torp oration of Jndia 
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gtnes, a shop m west Delhi valued at 
Rs 1 *) crores and 
• Grabbed land in tht fians Yamuna 
aiea rhiough hij henchmen to the 
tune ot Rs ten ciore' 

Most of ihest allegations art 
known to tht jii opk of Delhi Tht 
I CBl too has on ottasions tiicd to 
I investigati soim ol these charge shut 
j the tnquirie hait been shelved half 
was thiough Jhis m( morandum 
I along with phoioc optts of some dotu 
nitnis IS still sonicvshcie in tht filts 
I of the ( oiigrt ss(l) high command 
Somt hade IS panicularls from 
tht l)I’t(d) hue unofficialh dc 
man led fh it an c nquiiv on tht lints 
I stl up to look into tht thuges made 
against tlu llais tna chief miniuti 
Will in 1 »1 be instituitcl at nnst 
Bhai It loo lohack up then demand 
ih( t li nt come iip with nioit allcga 
turn i( mist 'hf union minisfii ol 
path iin< I t ii\ ilfairs and 

In rut I ()n^ 2 (uue i mt tlinp of the 
di skIi nr fioup ol tht [)P( C(l) was 
lull' It tht It idtntccil ihcCongrts 
sil) Ml \nd art hi till of Bh igat 
1 1) di I [still I'll haps for the fust 
tiiiu lilt tin I ok S ibha i kction 
Blip II colli igut s III iht parH 
clioM u> s( 1 ik )pt,uh igainst him 
lilt s wCM I I p 11 III. Ill thtu at! ilk 
111 th unu n iiiinisti i of 

I iihiiiKiiiis dtaiis ind iinlnidled 
111 th 1 s,) me of his misdt ids 
Bh 11 11 was iliixfijd with tilling up 
tilt Dl’tCd) in«l rt pi 1 SI ntatn c 
h id I ol tht ( jpn i) with Ins own 
iiiei whi Wile coirnpr and inttti 
cienf Oiii li idti piisciit It the 
niei ting il o wtiii to the txte it )f 
iMip ih It Bh If u hid brought tn 
irin ils mil) ilu i inks ol ihi paits in 
oidti t gist them pioiiction 11 
tlicsi pi pli hid th‘II w IS thtn 
B 1 ig It political calf el wou'd have 
ended But \ti the siaii HKl 
Bill 11 IIS so tonsolidaitd his post 
tain in the DPtCd) set up tint the 
hieli totnnnud would hast to think 
rwii c hi t lit. hi ingiiig ibiiLit Bhagat s 
fall 

It IS aim I ci mattii though that 
Bhag It s men hive themstUes 
St iitt d coming into then own The v 
I misfi of Delhi Mahendia Singh 
I Sauhi has larels 111 c n at the etntie 
ol a idging CDiniostiss whiehshi uld 
I hist made him qu>^ his post It has 
been established that Saathi’s wife 
sons and sons in law hast tiled false 
affidavits and indemnity bonds in 
01 del ter dppls toi ad hot factors 
lieentes for totnmtuidl plots iti 
Anand Fat bat At the htighl of tht 
lontrovttsv when cvervont seemed 
to be gtinn iit foi Saalhi Bhagat is 
supposed to nave sent express in 
struenons ’ from his hospital bed 
wheie he had gone foi a gall bladder 


operation, that Saathi had to be 
“saved at all costs Mrs Tajdai Bab 
bar president of the DPCC(J) has 
been charged with collecting funds 
from the salt of souvenirs of the 
Congiess centenary cckbrations 
and not submitting 'proper 
accounts to the party Other mem 
beis of the DPCC(l) have according 
to sources asked the Congress(I) 
high command to enquire into the 
alleged embezzlement Ilarveei 
Singh Harnotia another Bhagat 
iiomiriated man and a Congtess(l) 
louiicillor from Yamuna Vihat was 
ihiown out of the party because ol 
his involvement in a ease of eiiminal 
dssdu't on a giil whom he had piom 
isfd a teaching )ob 
(jdnga Sdhat Berwa a timgress(I) 
me mill I of the st tnding eommitti e 
of tlu corpoiation and again a Bha 
gal piottgi IS facing a CBI probe lor 
alleged loitible occupation ol a 
municipal stoie in the Kaiol B igh 


H.K.L. Bhagat has so 
consolidated his position 
in the DPCC(I) set-up 
that the high command 
would have to think 
twice before bringing 
about his fall. 


area Sirnilarls k. C Beniwil was 
itmosed ftom the chaiimanshii) of 
the Watei Supply Committee he 
cause hashish was lepoitedlv found 
m his residenee Det p Chand Ban 
dhii leadei ol the Congiess(l) in rhi 
municipal corporation finds himself 
III a eointi because his son has bi en 
itnolsed in a crimin il case ug 
isti red against a video libiaiv of 
which he is a paitim Iht charge is 
that the libraiv was peddling blue 
films What of Bhagat s fiienclship 
with people like Kisha' Lai and Moot 
Chaiid Gupta’' The .ormtr s rest 
derict was laided bv the Delhi polite 
sometime ago aid ciorts woith ot 
illicit goods were letosired whilt 
the lattei is leported to have been 
hdukduponcl iges ot sioiing eouii I 
terfcit money After his thumping 
victory in tlie I ok Sabha elei tions 
one of the first functions that Bhagat 
attended was arranged by Kislian 1 
Lai I 

Perhaps the biggest success .torv 
courtesy Bhagat, is that ot a man 
called Rdjesli Yadav, who till a few 
ve ars ago used to drive Bhagat s cat 
Riiesh Yadav is now a membei of 
the municipal corporation What is 


more, his fortunes have taken a tuni 
for the better Bhagat’s former di ivei 
now owns two houses in Delhi and 
also has two cars “Yadav is,” says 
RK Chatursedi a Congressman 
from < 1st Delhi “the main contact 
man of Bhagat He does most of his 
lobs and it pays to do )obs for a man 
like Bhagat What does Bhagat gam 
I torn supporting such men-* Why does 
he do It-* I best ciuestions still remain 
to be answered 

Iheie aic ijuestums that the union 
minister of pai liamentary 

affairs has to answer foi him>ilf and 
his son The sc conei rn the allcga 
tions that he has giabbed land in the 
Trans Yamuna hi deals with the 
Bombas tilmwoild when he was the 
ministei ot stale tor inioimation and 
broadcasting iiicl the dubious ictisi 
ties of his son Falk to peopli i < ist 
Delhi and this would be iinlv too 
rtadv to show how “Dperation and 
grab is still gouif oiiuius ttliment 
colonies at ross thi 'V imuii i 

Altei tht anil Sikh mils last 
Nosembti the in di nti ils of 11 K I 
Bhagat had been tor ills eiodid 
Area'- in east Delhi liom v/heie 
Bhagit IS an eketeil Member of Pai 
li.imt nt hid been till woist alfetted 
\ioknci had perhips bi i ii most 
organist cl and most biut i) tin it \ 
repoit publishid lointls bs the Pen 
pie [ nion tin t i\ li Lihcities ind 
thi People s L nion foi Dcnioeialic 
Rights hid m f tci iiinied HKl 
Bhagit and his henctimin is being 
It iionsible toi till liorniLifk Bhagat 
would nor gt i 1 1 oiii u ss 11 tn kc t toi 
tht ilictions thi V all slid Put lu 
did Bh II at won with in ucipie 
c till nte cl mai gm Histiiii ^ltot^lhen 
Slid lu would iiitauilc not (.it a 
bcith in the union eouiieil it minis 
tcis But tame ’IDttimbei I'fS4dnd 
Bhagat s n ini w is u ad out at tht 
swe ir mg in 111 c mons it Ra litiapati 
Bhav in P(o[)lehui oftinwonkrtd 
iboui tins man s si i let ol st uing on 
top 11 c t lout that hi i n|ovs in Delhi 
veoultl nor bi siiltii leiit (leihaps But 
then hi li is his irii nils u tlit top 
Among Ills supposi d baekiis aie 
\nin Nthiu the union niinistet of 
state foi powti -ind Maklianlal I ott 
dai the poliiii d advise i to Rails 
Gandhi ysi o it time Bhagat was 
winking as a eleik tin Miidula 
Siiabhai i fri tdom fightti Now, as 
his own tolk igues in the C oitgiessd) 
allege ht lunsDtlluhki a personal 
fief His son luns a business empiie 
ol sorts his farads membtis ate 
regular visirois to live stai hotel 
health clubs he himse li should have 
no gieat legiets tor the kmd of life 
hi leads Whoever said politicsis not 
a paying piofessmn’ 

Sankanhan TTufcur, New DalM 
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Have News, WHI Sd 


Dooidarshnn opens its doors to pinnte oiqnnisotions to piodmo 

lion s( (isls 


D oorddishan tinally seems to 
hd\e shed tlu possessive 
attitude with which it clung 
to Its news coveiage After 
I successtullv ushei mg in the sponsored 
programme tia it has slowly but 
surely gis en the go ahead to outsid 
ers and private producers to produce 
newscasts I ht eventual dependt nec 
of Doordarshan on superior news 
programming is a it suit of pool prog 
ramming facilities and the complete 
absence of bi oadcast journalists in 
Its monopolistic set up Still the hcsi 
tant beginning that has now been 
made to have private organisations 
feed Doordarshan with haid news is 
expected to change the complexion 
of the existing monotonous neves bul 
letins presented by Doordarshan It 
was on Independence Dav —IS Au 
gust—this year which coincidentally 
witnessed the independence ot tele 
vision news broadcasting On that 
day the Piime Minister announced 
the signing of the Assam accord ftom 
the tampans of the Red I ort and by 
eyening Doordarshan had telecast a 
slick newsihp from Guwahati While 
to most the Assam newschp seemed 
unexceptional to most IV watchers 
It meant that FV journalism had 
arrived in India 

After years of pci suasion Doordai 
shan has given the green signal to 
Independent Television (ITV) a Dc 
Ihi based programming coinpanv to 
sell newschp, to it The ITV,owned 
bv indusinahst Saniav Dalmia, was 
set up in 1981 with the purpose ol 
producing programmes tor Doordar 
shan and has among the best equip 
ment and camtiamen in the country 
ITV signed a contract with Dooidai 
shan on 11 August and will be selling 
newstime to it at the rate of Rs *>0 
pet second ot jnogiammc aired 
While Dootdarshan officials still 
maintain that ITV would be like any 
of the other 60 sttingers who provide 
news to Dootdarshan ftom all parts 
of the couniis others have read in 
the move a disguised invitation to 
private conccins and mdustiiai 
houses to make news foi them 
Though Dootdaishan has told ITV 
that it would primarily demand foot 
age from farthing plaees like the 
notth east where it cues not have 
.mess to sriingeis and ha^ categor 
i> illy si.ued that editotial rights 


' would be maintained b\ it it is sponded quickh to the criticism of 
nevertheless a big tep toiwaid the Prime Minister on the quality of 

In Ins letter to tin ministci ot state ni ws bulletins and it is c-xpetted that 

lor intormation and bioadcasting mou and moie outsideis would soon 

\ N (ladgil the Piime Ministei be making I\ news Pioposals for 

poiiitc dh complained about the pool selling and making newscasts and 

quahtv ol r\ news TV news must hard news based jnogiammes have 

develop a distinci ploles^Iunal chai been piling uji with Dooidatshan 
actei news bulletins should be cvei since it went commi rcial in 

made ciispei Thev should not sound 1976 and ojienttl its doors lill virv 

like press re It <ises stated the wide j rHcenrh the answer to each proposal 
ly publicised Icttei Doordatshan te I was the same Dooidatshan was not 



Ashok Rama pioneering TV journailsm 
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accepting sponsoied progiamme*: 
based on news and cunent affairs It 
remained the ext Insist preseive of 
the directoiate except tor the otca 
sional coveiage ptosided bv Door 
daishan's stringer oi foreign news 
clips used fiom Vi/News to which 
Doordaishan subscribes at an annual 
ra»e ot bO 000 dollars Now savs 
Dooidarshaii s deputy diiectoi 
general (news) Shi\ Shankat Fven 
though wt have allowed IPV to enter 
news on a dail\ basis this dot s not 
mean ntws is going to become com 
meiiialiscd Hovvevei if 

there att professional oiganisations 
who aie willing to give us txcliisivt 
covciagt thin wt are open to more 
suggt St ions I heie isnobioadcast sci 
vitt anvwhtit in the woild which 
can collect news and illustrations 



V N Gadgil improving qualitv 


N t vcnhtltss, the present contract 
between ITV and Doordai 
shan has caused a npplc in the 
fast multiplying circle of indepen 
dent piogrammc pioduceis Some 
have demanded newscasts at a re 
vised rate when othei stiingers were 
being paid a nominal sum According 
to Jagdish Kapooi ot tht Asian Films 
Companv which has been supplying 
news to Uooidarshan since two de 
cades there is obviou«' disctimina 
non in tht mannei in which IIV has 
been gianted the prerogative to pio 
vide news footage Said he “While 
ITV could make ovei Rs 6,000 everv 
day tor a two minute slip they pay 
stringers like us only Rs 3';0 tor a 
mute recording and Rs ITi foi a 
sound recording What we are trked 
about IS why weie not tompanies 
like ours contacted by Doordaishan 
when our proposal to sell news fea 


“There is Nobody Who Can 
Do News Besides Us” 

Ashok Rennu, rhipf exot u(j\ t Jiitii'/x iwh nt 
Teipvisioiijtold S( sot) 


Q W/ien did ITV fint propose to 
sell news to Dooidatshan-' 

A It has taken two years before 
we could make this breakthrough 
Ihete weie a series of meetings 
with Doordaishan and the contratt 
was signed after a long drawn pio 
cess 01 I ejections and acceptances 
The first news feature we did toi 
Dooidarshan was a 10 minute prog 
tamme The Last Jouine\ follow 
mg the assassination of Indira Gan 
dhi Doordaishan, confionn d with 
such a big story but paucirv ot 
equipment and cameramen 
approached companies like ouis to 
htlp It in covering the event In 
Febiuarv 1984 we placed a piopos 
al befoie the director general and 
the minisliv of intoimatinn and 
broadcasting to an special election 
programmes Their eventual 
acceptance was a majoi step sitici 
the piogiamme was aiied live and 
Dooidarshan was not in a position 
to kill It in case something sensitive 
or provocative was said The spt 
cials—CO produced bv 1 TV and 
Doordarshan foi which we wen 
paid Rs 4 ZS lakhs — got a 
tremendous feedback and gavi 11V 
a lot of mileage It was tht hist timi 
an Indian TV piogiamme was 
quoted so extensive Iv bv the foi e 
ign mt‘dia li was the spin otf from 
the election special which got us 
the piesent eontiatt of selling 
newsehps to Doordaishan on a reg 
ular basis The eleciioii specials 
established ITV s track record It 
was oui stoop stoty 

Q Thert have been seveialpiop 
osals Ivtng with Doordaishan (torn 
teputahle companies t< <■ ther sell 
OI sponsor news Whv was ITV 
given the first bieak^ 

A There is nobody else who can 
do news (bulletins and clips) for 
Dcoidarshan be i Its us Others 
(who have appioithed Dooidai 
sh.in) do not have either the equip 
mtnt OI the sotiw iie As far as IfV 
IS oncerned it was clear even to 
Dooidarshan that we could not be a 
stringer like otht r companies since 
we were already an estrblished 
television company pioducing prog 
ramtnes for them One such serial 
Indiu 2001 again co produced with 
Doordarshan is to be aired shortly 


tjo we stuck to OUI d» in iiid uu* tt i 
davs before )ui liisl niwselij v i 
instiled in rht * iO i e w li i t 
we tinalised tiu lieilvvithL) i lii 
shin llu advanl igt wi 'hit (!\ 
was le idv with tht in w tin iv 
dav tt got the g> iht 1(1 111 T ih )i 
datshan loitunii i tin \ un 
stoiv biokt and tht liistt t ici svi 
gave the m wa lir in ( i w h iti I \ 
peeling the imunineiii ni it h 
As'amatcotd 1 lA li u s i i a ei \ 
to Assam a dav t ai hei iiul »ln ( i | 
be I (polling tioni then t n i 
month 

Q /heit (i lit/>(< 11 f'M (1'I 7 ) 
media (>it.aiiisation\ nki r/n 
Journalists isMidiin / il tu i 
lompjtn hkt IT\ n) i I I n it 
h\ an industrial hoiis hint / li 
mitu d to nukt iitns tin ii i\ < 

A Who (1st lit side III 11 
dustrial hous( w dd liivt ihi ti 
nanct to build up studio ii d jii 
ramme tj(iliucs hkt iitis hv 
Novtmbci tins v( ii I!\ won! 
have mvtstedRs nn ii u iit >:hi 
piojcct 1 oi s( UK ()i(»i inuui 
Dooidarshan is still tt p i\ u I lit | 
point is '\liv should the dtcti mi 
nows media be mv dulti it tn o , 
the pi lilt ni((lia Most d ihi I i/t ' 
ntwspapci (liaitis ui. owned bv 
business houses ir\ w i ih< In l 
to get ncwstimi on IN bti insi wi ' 
wtie theie on the pit ,1 tin i ji t | 
iimt and wtie tht f isii st k s ij it i 
1 st on the news tnrinat whei Dooi . 
darsh in decided to peiniir oiitsid 
eis into Us news aieni 

Q Ilou do sou pioposL to ( h loi e 
the existin itpoitigi of news on 
telesision w/in/i has i bail qu ilits 
both ot pioduition and bioad 
tasting^ 

A American tilevi ion it has 
been said has tninial iiisid the ni 
tion This is wh u has to be ach cv( d 
in India It is onlv i It vision wintb 
can bring about cohesion ind m 
tegratton m the touiuiv lluic is 
fiemendous potential to piovidt 
healthy information through leltvi 
Sion and this is what wc hope to do 
inspite of the fact that Dooidatshan 
will control all cditoiial lights Till 
such time when Doirdaishan dot,s 
not have a single lepoite r or cones 
pondem on its staff wc will he 
pioneering broadcast journalism 


I 


I 


Aei^ 


33 





Do you 
really love 
your wife? 

I How much 
[ you really 
love your 
wife has a 
lot to do with 
the pressure cooker 
you will get for her. If 
ydJTlike your wife just a littiej 
just about any pressure cooker 
will, do. Love her a little more? 
Buy her a better, a little more 
reliable one. 

But if you love her more than 
, you love life itself, get her the 



pressure cooker that is the safest, and if you have a spurious safety 


Get her the New Prestige. 

i 

WhyisNew 2 
Prestige 
the safest ? 



Because only New Prestige has 
the unique gasket 
release system 
(.GRS)-a 
unique safety 
device built into 
the lid of the 
cooker —that 
makes it 100% safe 

If the weight vent gets clogged, 
excess steam builds up inside 



plug, it could prove a risk to the 
person nearest the cooker. With 
the New Prestige, the 
excess steam 
pushes out the 
gasket which 
lets out the 
steam safely, 
surely, 
downwards 
Push in the gasket with 
a spoon and the pressure cooker 
IS ready for use again 
There is never the slightest worry 
when It’s a New Prestige That’s 
why It’s the safest pressure 
cooker you can buy For 
someone you love 



tf you truly love your idfe, 
how can you refuse to 
get her a Pk^stige! 








Only New Pkestige is 100% safe. Only New Prestige has theORS. 


MAA(S)Tn>3B85 
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tures has been waiting with them fnr 
years?” He pointed out that even the 
P.C. Joshi Committee report on tele¬ 
vision software had suggested to the 
government that it is media oiganisa- 
tions like the Press Trust of India and 
the United News of India, who have a 
well-knit news infrastructure, be pei • 
mined to enter the television news 
production field “How is it now that 
a private industrial house has stolen 
a walk and left the others in the 
cold?” Mr Kapoor demanded. 

The Television Programme Pro¬ 
ducers Guild of India, was one such 
organisation which has been over¬ 
taken by ITV in the race for televi¬ 
sion newstime. Others who had 
givgn written proposals to the direc¬ 
tor-general and the ministry were 
Mudra Communications and the 
Press Trust of India. The proposals of 
botji, says Shiv Sharma.are awaiting 
clearance. “We will not refuse any 
one who comes to us with a concrete 


suggestion. We aie soon to examine 
other proposals with us.” While 
Doordarshan officials maintained 
their original stance that they would 
be considering granting permission 
to others like Mudra Communica¬ 
tions to make new.sclips for them on a 
similar contract, the secretary of the 
TV Programme Producers Guild in a 
telegram ot protest wrote to the 
Prime Minister: “We aie shocked to 
know that Doordarshan is handing 
over contijct for TV news to a com¬ 
pany in Delhi without giving equal 
opyiortunity to other contenders in¬ 
cluding the TV Guild. This episode 
happening in a sensitive ministry 
clearly smells of a major scandal at 
the cost of all laws of natural justice, 
equity and equal opportunity ” A 
second protest was lodged by the 
Delhi Journalists Association (DJA) 
which passed a resolution expressing 
“shock over the handing over of the 
national television service to indust¬ 


rial houses.” The DJA has suggested 
that media men should be allowed to 
present news bulletins 

ITy and its chief executive Ashok 
Raina are extremely optimistic of the 
opportunities which Doordaishan 
has opened in the electronic news 
media According to him, the initia¬ 
tive taken by Doordarshan is suffi 
cieni proof that it has changed its 
rigid stance of not allowing, piivate 
parties into the restricted area ol 
news programming. ITV nself, he | 
said, has placed before Dooidarshan 
other proposals for news based prog¬ 
rammes, which have not yet been 
cleared. They were presently ne.go- 
tiaiing with Doordarshan the terms 
for producing a weekly newsmaga¬ 
zine. “What Doordarshan has now 
I permitted could well lead to a elec¬ 
tronic news revolution. The power of 
the TV as a news-gatherer will now 
be fully exposed,” he said. 

RHu Sarki, Haw Delhi 
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Taxing Bill 

The recent sales tax bill spoils doom for the Bombay film industry, reports Olga Tellis 


I magine a dav when Hema Mali 
ni, Amitabh Bachchan, Rajesh 
Khanna or hot shot producers 
like G P Sippv, N N Sippv, 
Yash Chopra and B R Chopra, all 
are without jobs' It sounds difticult 
to imagine but one poster at a recent 
conference of film produceis and 
distributors read “If theatres close 
down where will the film industry 
be’ And what will happen to the 
three lakh mt n and women who will 
become unemployed^ 

Ihe latest bugbear that threatens 
to grind the wheels of ilu film indus 
try to a halt is the sales tax bill 
passed on 2'> July b\ the Maharash 
tra state legislatuie This is like the 
last stiaw that bioke the camel’s 
back,” said a spokesman ot the nidus 
try It also comes in the wake of 


large scale yideo piiacy For inst 
ance, says Vikas Mohan who aecom 
panics the police to raid yideo par 
lours and libraries “There are 10 to 
40 films passed by the censors and 
ready for release which have no 
buyers b£cause of the market condi 
tions The video market is putting 
thtaties out ot business ” 

G P bipp\ the industry s doyen 
and spokesman ot the film industry 
action committee claims that 
theaties ire on'y 40 per cent full 
these days He leels, the industry is 
already reeling undei the impact ol 
the entertainment tax which theatic ] 
owners pay to the c ctent of I?"! pc r 
cent 

On a luptcs fight tiiket they pas 
Rs S 11 to the gos eriimc nt ‘ 1 or the 
release of pi ints they pay an c xoi bi 

4 < u ' 


tant excise duty already for inst 
ance, if a print costs Rs 50,000 to 
make, we pa\ an excise of nearly Rs 
18,000 For up to 12 prints, the pro 
ducet does not pay any excise duty 
but on every print after that he has to 
pas They are not able to lelease 
more than 40 to 100 punts because of 
this when all ovei the world, be 
twten 1,600 and 2 000 prints are 
leleased Besides this, a print for 
video cassette costs only Rs 250,” he 
adde d 

I he industry had been pleading 
with the government to 'ieduce the 
enteitainment tax to about 100 per 
( c ni It IS estimated that the industry 
pay Rs 750 cioies as entertainment 
tax which tile giiyernment gets with j 
out incesting a paise They have also j 
been pleading with government and 

coiff nofc 

M rutm' 
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(Left to right) Prakash Mehra, Atma Ham, N N Sippy ami G P Sippy riKhling fot their rights 
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the police to put a stop fio video 
piriuy hy the strict implementation 
of the Cinematoipaph Act and Copyr¬ 
ight Aa. But, it is in vain. According 
to one source, in Vile Parle police 
station alone, illegal video parlours 
survive throng pay-off to the police 
and the powers that be. 

The sales tax bill oniy adds to the 
difficulty. Explaining the bill, 'Mr 
Slppy said riiat it defines a “dealer** 
as any person who receives cash, 
deferred {layment or other valuable 
consideration either for commission, 
remuneration, or for transferring the 
right to use any goods for any pur¬ 
pose. The state govmnment or the 
central government which so trans¬ 
fers the right to use such goods and 
also any society, club or association 
i. of persons which so transfers the 
* right to use such goods to its mem¬ 
bers, are also included in this. Here 
the word “goods** would mean all 
kinds of movable property. The bill 
further says that in respect of the 
transfer of the right to use cinema¬ 
tographic films or video cassettes, 
the person who transfers such rights 
to the exhibitor or user and ^om 
whom the exhibitor or user derives 
the right to make such use shall be 
deemed to be the dealer under this 
clause. So the bill would squeeze the 
industry immensely because, as Mr 
Sippy says, “Our pnnts change hands 
about 100 times because of the in¬ 
ordinately large numbei of theatres 
in India. And each time it changes 
hands (from producer to distributor, 
to exhibitor and so on), a tax is 
slapped on to it.” In Maharashtra 
alone, there are about 700 theatres of 
which 119 are in Bombay There are 
altogether 11,000 theatics in India 
Producer, 0. P. Ralhan, took pains 
to give a break up of the number of 
items on which the industry pays tax 
which includes tax for raw stock and 
publicity and a films division’s 
charge. Tax is paid on 26 items which 
go to buy the material to erect a set. 
Asides, they pay customs duty, show 
tax, property tax, newsreel hire 
charges, octroi, etc “The sales tax 
will close down our shutters per¬ 
manently,” he said. To begin with,the 
industry comprising the theatres, 
producers, distributors, exhibitors, 
studios, laboratories, and export and 
cine workers, went on a one-day 
strike throughout Maharashtra. 
“This is only the first stage. Later we 
will make a fresh representation to 
the state government—hoping they 
will withdraw this sales tax And if 
they do not respond favourably, we 
, will launch an indefinite closure,” 

^ siid kfr «ippy. 

M- Kamath, vice-president of the 
I Indian Motion Pictures Distributors* 




Association (IMPDA), is heading the 
legal cell which is currently looking 
into the possibility of challenging the 
Sales Tax Act-He said that the indus¬ 
try in West Bengal and Kerala have 
already challenged this successfully 
in their states and have got an uncon¬ 
ditional stay on the operation of the 
tax and the industry in Bombay is 
still trying to understand how the 
sales tax will finally operate, for 
which, lawyers are being consulted. 

Meanwhile, the workers of 
theatres have agreed to take a 25 per 
cent cut in their wages, thou^ the 
Sippys and the stars who are paid in 
lakhs have shown no such concern 
for the industry, not having tight¬ 
ened their belts or accepted salary 
cuts. According to one source, the 
stars, singers, music directors and 
script-writers take away 40 per cent 
of the money in the industry. And 
they are parasites because this 
money is not ploughed back into the 
industry. The stars and others invest 
their money elsewhere. The money 
in the industry comes from big 
businessmen and others who dump 
their black money into the industry 
to convert it to white. It is estimated 
that .02 per cent of the black money 
IS in the film business. This accounts 
for the inordinate number of flops. 
According to an estimate, of the 110 
Hindi films made last year, only ten 
to 15 registered a success The reason 
is that they are not serious about the 
quality of the films They are only 
concerned about the glamour and 
respectability that the industry 
offers. Most filmstars take half the 
amount that they charge, as black 
money A top star for example, who is 
paid around Rs 35 lakhs allegedly 
receives most of it m the form of 
black money The ordinary workers 
for whom the likes of Mr Sippy are 
shedding tears, are treated like dirt 
Yet they are the ones who are willing 
to sacrifice at the industry’s moment 
of crisis. 

Producer Atma Ram said, “We are 
passing through difficult times and it 
IS necessary to see that we do not 
break our ranks at this moment ” 
However, it is a fact that there are 
two groups of exhibitors and the 
industry is divided almost vertically 
between the big producers who num¬ 
bei about 15 and die small, who are 
much more. The bigwigs hitherto had 
played a selfish game only worrying 
about their own interests. In fact, 
when Mr Sippy wanted to release 
Saagar on video cassettes in order to 
beat the video pirates, he had to be 
literally forced to stop doing it, as the 
industry woidd lose face when it has 
been fighting the so-called video 
menace. 


MBT DBmmS 

3>in-On« Brand Oil is a 
muat againat mat. A 
special bland of high- 
grade oils that cleanses, 
lubricates and protects. 



3-IN-ONE 

Brand Oil 


A must against rust 
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The Meridien Muddle 


Former Congressflj MP Charanjit Singh’s ambitious hotel project has 
received undue favours from financial institutions and the New Delhi 

Municipal Corporation 


T he half-page advertisement 
was prominently displayed in 
daily newspapers of the capit¬ 
al on 20 July. It carried the 
promise “of little bit of Paris in the 
heart of New Delhi,” capturing the 
French bonhomie, recreating the 
magic of the Seme and reliving the 
romance of the Parisian pavements 
for the elite five star hotel-hopper. 
The advertisement was the oniy in¬ 
dication that the much-delayed, 
much-talked about Asiad project, 
Meridien Hotel, had been partially 
inaugurated five days ago, on 15 
July. Announcements of the hotel’s 
24-hour coffee shop. La Brasserie, 
and one banquet hall being thrown 
open to the public had been made on 
several occasions but each time there 
had been a curious postponement. It 
was understood that the proprietor 
of the hotel, former Congress(I) 
Member of Parliament, Charanjit 
Singh, who had floated the CJ Inter¬ 
national Private Limited company 
when he purchased the plot of 4.29 
acres of prized land in 1981 was 
delaying the commencement of op¬ 
erations because permission from 
the authorities was still awaited. 
However, after months of hesitation 
and four years after construction was 
started, the Men dien Hotel was for¬ 
mally declared open at a small pri¬ 
vate function before the required 
mandatory formalities could be com¬ 
pleted and without waiting for the 
no-objection certificate from the 
New Delhi Municipal Corporation 
(NDMC) which leased out the land 
for the hotel to CJ International for a 
99-year period in 1981. 

This was, incidentally, the second 
inauguration of the hotel, which is 
still far from complete. The hotel 
continues to pose a threat to the 
hundreds of guests who visit it since 
none of the safety prerequisites have 
been complied with. The first “inau¬ 
guration” of the hotel was celebrated 
in November 1982, a few days before 
the Asian Games, when CJ Interna¬ 
tional had “dedicated 100 Meridien 
rooms to the Asiad.” The Meridien 
had made history by completing the 
100 rooms in a record time of ten 
months. Even the President, Giani 
Zail Singh, in his congratulatory mes¬ 
sage on the occasion had said in the 


Meridien brochure: “I am glad to 
know that the CJ International has 
completed construction of its Meri¬ 
dien Hotel in New Delhi and will be 
inaugurated for the Asian Games.” 
The first inauguration had been only 
an eyewash for giving an air of 
readiness to the project when the 
games were round the corner. Hardly 
were the Meridien rooms utilised for 
the Asiad' once the sports extrava¬ 
ganza was over, the rooms were no 
longer available for public occupan¬ 
cy and the hotel was closed for 
commercial services till July this 
year. 

Ever since the Asian Games, for 
which the hotel site was allotted in 
the first place, the Meridien Hotel 
has been involved in some con¬ 
troversy or the other. Questions have 
been raised in Parliament about the 
numerous concessions granted to the 
hotel because its owner was a Con 
gress(I) Member of Parliament and 
close to the powers that be. Voices of 
dissent were heard from other hote 
liers that Meri dien Hotel was a glar 
ing example of the violations of 
building by-laws that apply to the 
union territory and the zone in which 
it is situated. The latest from the 
grapevine is that Charanjit Singh, 
who IS no longer a Member of Parlia¬ 
ment and is “out of favour” with the 
ruling party had struck a deal with 



Charaqiit Shagh; why WM-bc i^Bted 
concessiom? 


none other than the Congress(I) 
Member of Parliament from Allaha¬ 
bad, Amitabh Bachchan. The story 
doing the rounds also mentioned that 
the hotel (on which Rs 56 crores have 
already been spent for construction) 
was changing hands. Charanjit Singh 
was said to be leaving the country 
shortly after disposing of the half- 
completed project. Now, at least, 
with the opening of a section of the 
hotel for commercial purposes, all 
rumours of it being sold have 
been laid to rest. The name of Ami¬ 
tabh Bachchan had been connected 
with the project, because for some 
time the star was believed to have 
evinced interest in the purchase of 
one of the ten penthouse apart 
ments on the eighth floor of the hotel 
which are being leased out by CJ 
International. The filmstar-MP is 
said to have backed out of the deal 
because of the various controversies 
connected with the hotel and be¬ 
cause the price of over Rs 1.5 lakh 
that was quoted to him by the estate 
agents appointed by CJ International 
for the apartment was “too high.” 

Even though the Meridien Hotel 
project is trailing three years behind 
schedule and would not become fully 
operational before 1986, there is hec¬ 
tic commercial activity among the 
real estate circles of the capital con¬ 
cerning the Meridien. For its own¬ 
er—dogged by the construction 
which has progressed in fits and 
starts and the allegations of mis¬ 
appropriation levelled against him— 
the project has turned out to be a 
goldmine. The authorities responsi¬ 
ble for ensuring that the bylaws were 
implemented in high-rise buildings 
as the Meridien, have chosen to look 
the other way. A comparison of the 
Meridian’s present plans with that of 
other five-star hotels offering the 
same facilities, shows that not only 
have concessions been made to allow 
Meridien to violate building norms, 
but that modifications have been 
made to accommodate its require¬ 
ments. 

The Meridien is the most expen¬ 
sive hotel project in the country 
today in respect of the ratio of the 
covered area and the number 
rooms (at the time aS the Asian 
Games the number of suitga to be 
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buUt were 450; only 371 suites are 
being constructed now). When the 
plot of land was leased out for price 
never heard of before, the commer¬ 
cial viability of the project was 
doubted. The plot which is in a 
residential area was sold to CJ Inter¬ 
national after limited tenders were 
invited by the NDMC. The yearly 
cent CJ International has to pay is 
2.68 Crores. This is the highest rent 
ever fixed for a hotel project either 
by the Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA) or the NDMC in the capital. 
The other hotel project—Holiday 
Inn—which was begun for the Asian 
Games, is being built for the Bharat 
Hotels and has a larger plot area of 
6.0 acres. It was leased by the NDMC 
for a rent of Rs 1.4S crores every year 
on similar lease conditions as that 
made out for Meridien. The only 
f difference was that the Holiday Inn 
site was situated in a commercial 
zone unlike the Meridien which was 
in a residential area. 

The most glaring concession that 
has been given to the Meridien hotel 
besides the change in the land-use 
pattern of the project is the high 
percentage of commercial space that 
has been allotted. It is estimated that 
through commercial transactions, 
the CJ International could earn any¬ 
where between Rs 15 and Rs 20 
crores on the building alone. In con¬ 
trast to the commercial space 
allowed to any other hotel, the Meri¬ 
dien has been granted a quota of 
about 33 per cent. Other private 
hotels in the capital have a permissi¬ 
ble commercial area of between five 
to seven per cent only. The hotel 
project of the Indian Hotels company 
k which was also earmarked for the 
i Asian Games and which has been 
^ operational for more than two years 
now, the Taj Palace Hotel which has 
504 guest suites, in comparison, was 
leased out for 17 per cent of the 
profits going to the lessee, the 
NDMC. In the case of the Mer idien it 
is 21 per cent of the profits or Rs 2.68 
crores annually, whichever is higher. 


T he increased commercial area for 
the Meridien was possible 
through a clever manipulation of the 
lease deal and changes in the origin¬ 
al plans which had been submitted 
by CJ International for approval. In 
the original plans passed by the 
NDMC and cleared by the Delhi 
Urban Arts Commission, the com¬ 
mercial area was shown in the mezza¬ 
nine floor of the high tower in which 
a shopping arcade was planned. The 
plans were substantially changed la- 
^ ter and the entire lower portion of 
the hotel—eight floors—was con¬ 
verted into a commercial tower. In 



the sales promotion pamphlet 
brought out by the hotel, the com¬ 
mercial centre promises to introduce 
“a new concept in commercial con¬ 
venience” providing office space in 
the most prestigious address in town. 

The NDMC, in permitting the 33 
per cent commercial content in the 
Meridien hotel project has violated 
all norms of restricting the commer¬ 
cial use of a hotel site. The revised 
plans of the Meridien after all the 
changes had been incorporated were 
passed by the adminkstrator and 
chief architect of the NDMC. While 
the NDMC can permit between seven 
per cent and 10 per cent for the 
commercial use, the DDA permits an 
even lower percentage of commer¬ 
cial area to a hotel. In the revised 
master plan for Delhi finalised by the 
DDA in June 1984, hotels are res¬ 
tricted to have between two to five 
per cent of the total FAR (floor area 
ratio) for retail, personnel services, 
shops and commercial purposes. In 
spite of these norms and the prece¬ 
dence of permitting not more than 
seven per cent of commercial space, 
the NDMC did not protest when the 
revised Meridien plan was placed 
before them with a multiplication in 
commercial space. WHtile, according 
to the NDMC officials dealing with 


the case, no decision was taken to 
disallow the altered plan since the 
licence deal signed by the former 
administrator of the NDMC, P.N. 
Bahl, states that CJ International 
would be in a position to utilise the 
other FAR after providing 371 guest 
rooms, others including officials in 
the DDA claim that the NDMC 
should have in no circumstances per¬ 
mitted the land use of the project to 
be changed for commercial use to 
such a large extent. Said a prominent 
architect of the capital; “In permit¬ 
ting such high percentage of com¬ 
mercial use to Meridien, the NDMC 
has shown its double standards. It is 
a premeditated move on part of CJ 
International to alter its original de¬ 
signs and obtain clearance for exces¬ 
sive commercial area.” 

Besides the obvious manipulation 
of project plans for commercial be¬ 
nefits, the Meridien Hotel has com¬ 
mitted serious violations of certain 
by-laws which will only be known 
when the NDMC inspects the premis¬ 
es before giving the CJ International 
its completion or occupation certifi¬ 
cate. According to the chief architect 
of the NDMC, R, C. Sabarwal, “We 
would be in a position to check 
violations committed by the Meri¬ 
dien Hotel when the projetx is iaHkj/ 
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complete. Then we could penalise 
them for any diversion from the 
agreement they signed with us.” 
According to other architects, some 
of whom have been involved in the 
project in its initial stages, the Meri- 
dien Hotel has increased its FAR 
from 150 by an increase in its base¬ 
ment and other built-up areas. 
Again, the full extent of rules 
violated by the company would only 
be known once a no-objection certifi¬ 
cate is granted and through the 
amount of penalty imposed upon the 
company for such violations. For the 
present, a few examples of disregard 
for rules in the construction of Met i - 
dien Hotel will suffice; 

• Commencement of restaurant and 
banquet services without the approv¬ 
al of the NDMC and without obtain¬ 
ing the occupation or completion 
certificate from it. According to the 
administrator of the NDMC, P. S. 
Bhatnagar, CJ International had 
only recently approached them for a 
temporary occupation certificate 
and the case had still not been 
cleared “If they (the Men dien 
Hoi 1 1 ' have commenced commercial 
am' l)ar(|uet services already they 
have I learly gone against the basic 
prerequisites of building ethics.” 

• Hundreds of guests are eating at 
the Men dien every day without the 
hotel being in possession of a health 
licence. According to the chief 
health officer of the NDMC, Dr R. K. 
Seth, the licence for every eating 
establishment has to be obtained 
under the Prevention of Food and 
Adulteration Act of 1955. “There is 
no question of granting a licence to 
the Men dien Hotel since it has not 
obtained a completion certificate or 
even a temporary occupation certifi 
cate from the NDMC. Once they do, 
we will inspect their premises and 
clear it only if all the conditions of 
hygiene have been satisfied. If sei 
vice has already started since 15 
July, we have the authority to close 
down their establishment.” 

• The Men dien Hotel began opera 
lions on 15 July, without a no 
objection ccrtifii.ite from the fiit 
safety depaitment Aftei the Delhi 
Gopala Towers incident of 6 June 
1983, the rules foi fiie safety in the 
capital were strengthened. The then 
Lt-Governor, Jagmohan, had set up a 
fire advisory committee headed by 
the chief fire officer. New Delhi, to 
look into the fire safety precautions 
taken by multi-storeyed buildings 
Even today there are several com¬ 
mercial buildings in Delhi awaiting a 
no-objection certificate from the fire 
department. S. K. Dheri, chief fire 
officer .pointed out that they had 
received the appMcation from CJ 



Floor plan of the Meridien Hotel which has been passed by the NDMC 


International for* the no-objection 
certificate, which had been sent for 
recommendations from the advisory 
committee. The case was still pend¬ 
ing with the committee. “It is the 
basic rule that no building should be 
occupied if a no-objection certificte 
has not been issued by the fire 
I department.” It can be recalled that 
in the case of the Gopala Towers fire, 
welding in the basement had led to 
the inferno. In the Meridien Hotel, 
for example, which has been opened 
for commercial use when the rest of 
the complex is under construction, 
there are chances of a fire breaking 
out. 

I • The design of the hotel has been 
I altered in such a way that there is 
I not enough “setback” from Raisina 
I Road The curving concrete ramp on 
which the hotel is situated is not only 
I a danger to the traffic plving on 
Raisina Road but it will also per¬ 
manently restrict any plans for wide¬ 
ning It. It IS also believed that be¬ 
cause of the narrow setback for the 
hotel, the road has been reduced in 
I width from 120 feet to 100 feet and 
that there is a proposal to further 
reduce the width of the road from 
the opposite side Although this 
' proposal had been recommended by 
the New Delhi Redevelopment 
Advisory Committee several years 
I ago, it IS understood that a 20-foot 
reduction has taken place to 
' accommodate the ramp of the hotel. 

A nother factor that has caused 
grievances to hoteliers is the 
role of the financial institutions in 
giving credit to Meridien Hotel. Cri¬ 
ticism has been levelled against the 
role of three public financial institu¬ 
tions: the Industrial Credit Invest¬ 
ment Corporation of India (ICICI), 


Industrial Finance Corporation of 
India (IFCI) and the Industrial De¬ 
velopment Bank of India (IDBI). The 
institutions are alleged to have reck- 
lesly financed the project, the cost of 
which has increased from the initial 
I Rs 46 crores to the present figure of j 
Rs 56 crores. It is expected to further 
escalate to more than Rs 74 crores 
before construction is completed. 

The Meridien project despite the 
stumbling blocks will be one of the 
most exorbitant and extravagant 
hotel projects in Asia. Helped by 
institutionalised credits, Charanjit 
Singh has left no stone unturned in 
importing equipment and in incor¬ 
porating bizarre designs in the hotel. 
The Meridien hospitality, which will 
be so “deliciously French” will in¬ 
clude guest rooms with Italian tiles 
in toilets and electric switches im¬ 
ported from France, capsule lifts 
with onyx floors and black granite 
covering the lobby. It will house the 
country’s 200-foot high at'ium lead- 
I ing to a spectacular, suspended roof- 
I top night club, which will be the first 
I of its kind in the country. It has been 
I so unusually designed that no brick 
I or mortar is visible to the eye from 
the outside. The hotel is encased in a 
beautiful bronze mirrored facade 
which will be the first curtain wall of 
Its kind in Asia. The Mer idien penth¬ 
ouse apartments, one of which has 
already been leased out to Duke 
Walia, the Delhi-based industrialist, 
would certainly be the most exclu¬ 
sive and luxurious in the city. The 
question is: Should such a delayed 
project be financed by the public 
institutions? How long will violations 
in the project remain undetected 
and commercial services continue 
before clearances are obtained? 

Ktu Sarin, Naw OalhI 
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Bajaj Tempo Limited. 

Moving in step with the growing needs of Indian transporters 


Bajaj Tempo Limited, with 
over 25 years of experientc in 
the development and 
manufacture of light 
commercial vehicles, is uxlay 
|^K)ised to take a leap into the 
future - propelled by the 
achievements of the j)a.st. 

A leap possible not only 
liecause of Baja) Tempo’s t)wn 
R&D efforts, but also due to its 

technical and financial 
collaboration with Daimler- 
Benz A.G. (makers of 
Mercedes light commercial 
vehicles, trucks and cars), the 
world leaders in automotive 
technology. 


Bajaj 'I'emptj’s new 
Matad»)r F-307 range is fitted 
with the Mercedes OMGlh, the 
most fuel efficient and least 
pollutant IDl diesel engine. 
And as a result of Bajaj 
Tempo’s mciunlous studies 
and vast exjierience, the new 
range of veil ides is perfectly 
tailored to liidian load, road 
and traffic conditions. 

Bajaj Tempo supports all 
its vehicles with an extensive 
service and spare parts 
network of 150 authorised 
dealers: the largest of its kind 
in India. 


Bajaj Tempo Limited, a 
combination of advanced 
technology, excellent 
enginet'ring and solid service 
support - to fulfil tomorrow, as 
it does Uxlay. the needs of 
Indian transporters. 


V J y BAjAJ TEMPO UMITED * 

The name with unrivalled 
automotive experience in India. 












ngettm 


An pudio anq>H|ter to heart of 
a hl-fS stereo ^ 1 , 

Hsprimafy l^nctloB 
increase to amfftu de 
electric signal. >;> 

Turn tir^ unis of enel^miito 
something that i^petor 
translate into sqlilid 

And. of cqit^iHnpt&pd^ 
(wattage) rtxki with 

outstaiicfip0i|||PK0 quality. , 

Lel^^dMttentiate the gjsiftle 
tinglertf^^tpitol... the raspy sttneof 
a ditiiSR^;v' Wi-- 

Cittilie you to h eary ih violin 
sagj gwiiWfh audible harmbnic of a 
M^epiano note, or even separate 
■mdoaps in a recorded applause. 

Its high power output 
ensuring that to toarrtc content of 
the entire rrltspcai^Ml^m 
reproduced without aoNrtlon. 

A feature extrara^inujotot, - 
while listening to Indian or Wesbin 
classical music. 

WbichlswIiyyouiMe 


One 
ratio to extend 


One with calibrated cllck-^ 
Vohjme. Bass and Treble contfob for 
making tonal adjustments to suityour 
room, speakers, records and tap^ 

■ n the front 
speakers at 
Itaneously. 

»d electronic 
rtion and full 
ansofarelay. 
mputfor 
from VCR. 


One virMch when combined 



4900Ddirp:f< 


QM which redefines to lim 
wfer technology and In turn 
pallldeSty. 

iSohoc^SA 90130. 














hi-fl ^ystomotheiiim 































W hat IS in cominon between 
the National Geographic 
magazine, Old Grand-Dad 
whiskey, Ashaway racket 
strings, Masonry institute, Chrysler 
cars and the Pnde laboratories^ For 
them all, the salespitch is America 
Waving the stars and stripes to prom¬ 
ote the sale of merchandise is no¬ 
thing new The strategy, almost as 
old as America, ___________ 

worked well till 
American pride 
took a nosedive 
in the battlefields 
of Vietnam a de¬ 
cade ago For 
some tune follow¬ 
ing the Vietnam 
debacle, Madison 
Avenue adver 
tisement agency 
bosses would not ^ , 
flaunt anything , 

even remotely j'*'* , 

associated with i, ^ , 

the American 
ethos to promote 
a merchandise as *' 

It was evident by Jjrv, 

then that the 
Americans hated / 

Amenca Even ' 

the eagle, the flag ^ ^ 

and Uncle Sam ||||||g_|||k_||||^ 

together could 

not soli 3 door 

mat. Patriotism, 

however, is back 

in style 

As in politics, 
so in Madison 
Avenue, Amer ■3 
ica’s advertise- 
ment capital in 
New York, the re 
vival got under- 
way following the 
Iranian hostage 
crisis 

when dispirited 
Americans 
denly a 

cause to for 
salvage their 
pride If surg 
ing xenophobia 
pushed Ronald 
Reagan into the 
White House 

also rolled Amer- a Time magazine 

ita’s advertise- ——-- 

ment world back to the old theme 

Amenca But what really made Madi 
son Avenue sing again to the old tune 
much more vigorously and far more 
profitably than ever was the Los 
Angeles Olympics last year The 
Soviet boycott of the Games stirred 
the Amencan emotions to a degree 
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where most felt that their pride and 
prestige depended on the success of 
the Olympics The Americans who 
are naturally introverts went further 
mto the shell nothing beyond Amer 
ica mattered to them any more 
The Olympics also offered unpre 
cedented reach to the marketeers for 
their products with almost all Amer 
lean homes Watchmg the Games on 
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A Time magazine advertisenMof Sprucing up a dream 

the old theme their IV sets and millions more 

ally made Madi doing so outside If the motivation 

n to the old tune for buying TV time initially was to 

iy and far more fund the Olympics and ensure its 

r was the Los success, it soon turned into a mad 

last year The scramble with only the highest bid 

i Games stirred ders succeeding Madison Avenue 
ans to a degree could not miss the mood and the 


A National Geographic magaiinr ad. pitching patriotism 
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bonanza it promised. Hitching on to 
the Olympic bandwagon they went 
for the kill 

ow American buyers can I 
I w place orders for Amencan 
pipe for the American oil and gas 
industry,” declares the Hunt Steel 
Company m newspaper ads Chrysler 
Corporation chairman Lee lacocca 

- 1 who has become 

a cult figure 
in the USA proc¬ 
laims that Yank¬ 
ee ingenuity is 
not dead even as 
he courts the 
Japanese for col 
laboration to cut 
competition A 
Chrysler Co'- 
poration ad 
appearing uroer 
lacocca’s signa 
ture says “Our 
turbos bnng back 
^ the power Amer 

ica wants ” 

■f' 4 Another ad car 

* ricsthcpun 

< ^ ^ chime Thank 

You America So 
\ IS the message of 

America’s lead 
ing beer produc 
erS' Anheuser 
Busch Here’s To 
You, America 
, Power, pride and 

the prestige for 
Amenca is the 
key 

The entire e* 
ercise is aimed at 

1 cashing in on the 

new surge of pat- 
riotism with 
Amencan dollars 
riding high and 
President Reagan 
talking tough 
The essential 
idea IS to link the 
products with the 
consumers’ sense 

I of pride and 
optimism about 
the future 
Buying American 
saves jobs, cuts 
imports and 
--strengthens dol¬ 
lars, the thing closest to American 
hearts So the charade goes on Defe 
ated vice presidential candidate 
Geraldine Ferraro celebrates the 
land of freedom and opportumttes 
sipping diet Pepsi on the idiot box, 
major departmental stoie chains like 
Sears and Lord and Taylor never let 
anyone forget the benefits of 
“buying American,” Old Grand-Dad 
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whiskey calls itself “the spirit of 
America”; the March of Dimes spon¬ 
sors a “walk America” marathon; 
and designer Perri Ellis comes up 
with a pot-pourri which he calls the 
Pern Ellis America collection. 

When Time magazine survived the 
libel proceedings brought by former 
Israel defence minister. Aerial Shar¬ 
on, one of its ads featured America’s 
most famous landmark—the statue 
of Liberty—along with the text 
Liberty—it’s worth saving. In yet 
another ad featuring the same sta¬ 
tue, Time magazine announced its 
contributions towards the restora¬ 
tion of the statue, now in progress, 
reminding people how the magazine 
is contributing “its most valuable 
resource: the power to communi¬ 
cate” to “bring honour to all con¬ 
cerned.” Indeed hundreds of com 
panies from American Express to 
American Airlines which have any¬ 
thing to do with the restoration of the 
statue of Liberty constantly tout 
their patriotism and generosity to 
promote their goods and the services. 

T he statue of Liberty designed by 
French sculptor Frednc Auguste 
Bartholdi and a gift from France to 
the United States is the most sought 
after hard sell symbol not only be¬ 
cause of its familiarity but also be¬ 
cause It largely represents what an 
average American thinks of himself; 
a free citizien So Chrysler Corpora¬ 
tion cannot do away with the statue 
in their promotional campaigns, nor 
the National Geographic magazine or 
the Eastman Kodak Even such 
obscure women’s magazine like 
Family Circle buys space to advertise 
Its offer of a poster ot the statue of 
Liberty promising that the price paid 
font would benefit the restoration 
project To a casual observer it may 
occur that there are not many things 
America can offer other than a statue 
which was dedicated by President 
Grover Cleveland some one hundred 
years ago And tugging at patriotism 
can go to such absurd lengths as 
Milwaukee Jouinal, published from 
Milwaukee in midwest America and 
geographically far removed from the 
statue of Liberty, invoking the statue 
to boost Its sales. The only thing that 
Ashaway racket strings has to do 
with the statue which it Uses as an 
illustration in its ads is that the 
product IS manufactured in the USA. 

Yet another attempt to capitalise 
on the current mood of the nation 
rather than on the quality is the 
label—Crafted with pride in the 
USA—tagged to the garments and 
apparels made in the USA. A law 
enacted in September last year and 
enforced in December makes it man¬ 
datory for all apparel and home- 
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furnishings manufacturers in Amer¬ 
ica to affix 'Made in USA’ labels to 
their products. But the Crafted With 
Pride in USA Council—an associa¬ 
tion of cotton growers, fibre produc¬ 
ers, textile manufacturers and 
apparelmakers—have stretched the 
mandate even further to match stiff 
competition from the imports, as 
some surveys indicate that all other 
things being equal, Americans would 
buy American Hence the emphasis 
IS not merely on the product being 
manufactured in the USA but also on 


the pride with which it had been 
manufactured. Can any proud Amer¬ 
ican refuse the bait? 

Edna Einseidel, a professor in pr& 
stigious Newhouse School of Public 
Communication at Syracuse Uni¬ 
versity, New York and a perceptive 
observer of advertisement trends in 
America, however, feels that pitch¬ 
ing patriotism to promote products 
and services have already gone too 
far and quite possibly scenes like 
farmers cheering an Olympic tor- 
chbearer (as in Anheuser-Busch com- 
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mercials) or slogans like: Let’s stick 
to America -(as in the ads for Miller 
beer) no longer excite people the 
way they used to. One pointer is that 
even with such ads almost half 
of American consumers do not think 
merchandise produced in the USA 
are necessarily superior to the im¬ 
ported brands. 

Overselling of America,.however, 
highlights some of America’s current 
economic problems. For every $1, 
Americans spent last year to buy 


goods, 20 cents went to imports, sad¬ 
dling the country with a trade deficit 
of over $15 billion. So, vast fortunes 
are spent to stop the money flowing 
out on imports but more important to 
educate people on how to save their 
dollars by spending them on indige¬ 
nous products. Commercials rely on 
quick cuts of laughing people, family 
outings, backslaps, golden wheat- 
fields, crystal rivers, city skylines 
and robust Americans singing: Amer¬ 
ican Made. That’s the message: buy 
American and be happy or perhaps 
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MADISON 
AVENUE MAJORS 

(1984 billings in million $) 

DENTSU 352.8 

J. Walter ThomRson 253.9 

McCan-Erickson 253.3 

Young and Rubicam 247.6 

Oglivy and Mather 206.2 

Ted Bates 181.0 

SSC&B 153.2 

BBDO 144.8 

Leo Burnett 141.1 

Foote, Cone, Belding 137.6 


proud as the people drinking Miller’s 
beer “made the American way” are. 

A nd how much does it cost to keep 
the eagle soaring again? In 1985 
the US advertisement expenditure is 
expected to reach $96 billion and 
according to studies by McCan Erick¬ 
son, the worldwide advertisement 
takes should reach a staggering $874 
billion by 2000 AD, almost half of 
which would be spent in the USA. 
Proctor and Gamble—a groceries 
and utilities chain—spends $8 mil¬ 
lion on advertisements annually and 
McDonald’s which gave America its 
hamburgers (nothing to do with 
Hamburg) is facing competition from 
Burger King which plans to spend 
$250 million in advertisements this 
year. 

America obviously does not come 
cheap. Even then the Americans, 
exposed as they are to high-voltage 
hardsell campaigns, may not be as 
enlightened. For instance, a study 
made by Broder and Gazdeg, a re¬ 
search organisation, in 1983 indi¬ 
cates that many Americans believe 
Atari is a foreign company (it’s 
American), BMW is manufactured in 
America (it is not) and Canon camer¬ 
as are made in USA (it is not). But 
even more disturbing is the fact, as 
another study shows, that Americans 
do not necessarily buy American, 
simply because it will do them proud. 
Patriotism may not always translate 
into dollars. Five years ago Ford 
tried the prescription and failed. 
When it comes to value, pride and 
patriotism take the back seat. 

There is no denying that Amer¬ 
icans are more interested today than 
ever in. buying American products. 
But then, as New York magazine’s 
columnist Bernice Kanner points out, 
even such ardent protagonists of 
“Buy American” campaign as Loe 
lacocca wears a plaid-lined very Brit¬ 
ish Burberry trenchcoat while be 
delivers his line. 
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China’s Road in Nepal 


The Chinese have recently bagged a global tender for the construction of a highway in 
Nepal — within a stone’s throw of India's northern border— at an unbelievably low 
price Bhoia Chatteqee finds that the Chinese exercise is motivated by 
considerations other than Nepal’s economic development 


I n theory, there is nothing wrong 
with China’s extravagant enthu 
siasm for bagging the global ten 
der Nepal had invited for the 
construction of the Kohalpur 
Banbasa road in the country The 
project IS to be jointly financed by 
the World Bank and the Saudi De 
velopment 1 und, earmarked for de 
veloping countries Nepal and China 
being sovereign states/it is entirely 
their affair to decide how they 
should go about what concerns them 
If foi a change China chooses to play 
the Good Samaritan offering to build 
a stretch of road in Nepal foi a song, 
It should not give rise to anv con 
troversy 

That IS true, but only up to a point 
India would have had no occasion to 
take notice of it if the proposed road 
were not to run within a stone’s 
throw of the Uttar Pi adesh Nepal 
border The pi oposed highway would 
run mote or less parallel to the Aksai 
Chin road China had surreptitiously 
built in the 19S0s Theie is moi« than 
one rcMson why India should be per 
turbed at China’s unusuallj generous 
response, to the Nepalese tendei for 
the 204 km Kohalpur Banbasa seg 
ment of the East West highway 
(Mahendra Rajmarg) 304 km of 
which India had earlier tonstiucted 
Beijing’s offer to build the load at a 
cost ‘not even sufficient to lover 
matciial costs ol the pioject have 
alone that of the machinets oi the 
profit maigins” left almost cveiy 
Nepalese political observei speech 
less They found it hard to explain 
why China had decided to “grab the 
pioject at a considerable loss ’ China 
offered to build the highway at an 
unbelitsably low cost of Rs 
(Nepalest) 41 crores the second 
lowest bid was South Korea’s Rs 
(Nepalese) 48 crores, while India 
proposed to do the job for Rs (Indi 
an) 51 crores, the olficial rate of 
exchange being Rs 100 of Indian 
currency for Nepalese Rs 145 While 
India offered its agent Ravi Bhakt 
Shrestha of Not them Enterprise, two 
and a half pei cent commission to 
execute the load building work, Chi 
na allowed him seven and a half per 
cent Thus is yet another curious 


aspect of the whole affair 

Ordinarily, no one would question 
Nepal’s right to determine who 
should .be invited to undertake a 
given road building project In that 
country The only disconcerting 
point IS that this particular scheme 
has a bearing on the security of 
India’s northern border That being 
so, if India feels upset about China’s 
involvement in the proposed Kohal 
pur Banbasa road project, it would 
be wrong to dismiss it as a case of 
imagining problems where none ex^ 
ist How for that matter, would Chi 
na react if India had offered to 
construct a toad, sav from Mustang 
in western Nepal to the Nepal Tibet 
border’ The rulers of China presum 
ably would not have felt giatified at 
the prospect of India adding a few 
kilometies of all weathei load to 
facilitate commeice and communica 
tion between otherwise inaccessible 
hamlets along the Nepal Tibet 
bordc t I 

China’s zeal for secuiing the ten | 
der for the Kohalpur Banbasa high 
way IS not the only instance of its 
interest m undertaking development 
pioitcts in the Ne>palcst It taiiegion 
adjact lit to the Indian bolder It may 
be mtntitined that in 1971 pursuant , 
to a Nepal China agiccmcnt t hin.i ' 
had c mb irked on a suiuy of thi | 
aiea to i xploie the possibility—ot ill 
things- t fcottoiicultivation Nothing I 
could be more prcposteio is than this | 
and India was in no mood to be 
humouied by the piospcct ot haying 
a ciowd of Chinese on a supposedly 
altiuistic errand so close to the boi 
del Ihc idea had to be abandonetl I 
when India took sttong exception to 
this Knowledgeable souices could 
not be talked out of then suspicion 
that the entire exercise had been 
motivated by something other than 
consideration for Nepal’s economic 
development 

A series of events have taken place 
m recent times which apparently 
indicate a certain change in the 
scope and content of Nepal C hma 
relations Last September a tiade 
pact was okayed between the Tibet 
autonomous region of China and 
Nepal About six months later, in 


March 1985, China and Nepal agieed 
to open the Tibet Nepal border to 
foreign toutists The agreement 
allows selective crossings between 
Zham in Tibet and the Kodari region 
of Nepai China also agreed “in pnn 
ciple” to open Lhasa to Kathmandu 
by road as well as permit an air link 
between the two cities Throwing 
open the Nepal Tibet border closed 
since 1949 when, according to the 
late Zhou £n Lai “the Chinese cen 
tral government helpc d the serfs who 
constituted 94 per cent of the Tibe 
tan population to win their eman 
cipation IS indeed not without sig 
nificance 

In contr 1 st to this Indo Nepal tela 
tions today cannot be said to project 
a pictuie ot coidialitv and under 
standing Of lati there has been a 
noticeable tendency on the part of 
both New Delhi ind Kathmandu not 
to play down thi points of disagree 
ment between them Of course India 
being the larger of the two neigh 
bouts Its reaction to Nepal’s stance 
on certain issui s has been reason 
ablv contiollcd But the same cannot 
bt said about Nepal 

On vaiious ineinational issues 
Nepal and India seem to hold mutual 
Iv exclusive view I oi Instance, Nep 
al’s stand on tin Mghanistan and 
Kampuchean issue s which is diamet 
lie ally opposed i > that of India, is 
latgily in ag truent with the 
Chinese viewpuni On the othei 
hand not a few Nt p lie sc who mattei 
have leseivations on India s policy 
towards the Soviet ITnion, which is 
Inhtved to be tnoii than accommo 
dating Nepal s diplomatic exeicises 
(It I e cent veais s cm to suggest that 
it IS in league with Pakistan and , 
Bangladesh to ng up an entente 
Lordidle of soits with China as its 
patron In a pointed i eference to the 
India Nepal trade and transit 
treaties, the Nepalese foreign minis 
ter. Ml Randhii Subba, recently 
obseived in the course of an inter 
view “If someone came to earth 
from the planet Mars and (were to) 
go through these treaties he wOuld 
find them akin to the type of agree¬ 
ments that the Americans, for exam 
pie had forced on the (Red) Indians.” 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


And Kathmandu feels that New De¬ 
lhi has not dune justice to it regard¬ 
ing utilisation of Nepal’s water re¬ 
sources, cuirentlv in the process of 
being harnessed along the India- 
Nepal border 

F or some time now it is being said 
that Indian settlers in Nepal, par- 
ticulailv in its Terai region, aie com 
plicating matteis and may eventually 
pose a threat to the kingdom’s peace 
and setuiity, let alone economy It is 
bandied about that if corrective mea¬ 
sures aie not immediately taken 
Nepal might be saddled with a Sri 
Lanka type of ethnic problem Indi 
a’s lelusal to subsciibe to Nepal’s 
theoiv that all its ptoblems ol peace, 
secunty and development would be 
lesoUed it it is lecognised as a “zone 
ol peace’ is said to be another proof 
of New Delhi’s lack of understanding 
of Kathmandu s point of view Nepal 
seems to believe that the ISSO India- 
Nepal tieatv of peace and friendship, 
supposed to be weighted in India’s 
lavoui o niu ol the mator reasons 
foi India s leluttance to appreciate 
the logic of the peace /one proposal 
which has been supported by 48 
lountries including China 

Much IS being read into the ISSO 
India Nepal treaty Not a few 
Nepalese in high places seem to 
locate in this India’s “expansionist” 
politic il I uhuie blissfully forgetting 
the context in which it was con 
eluded In fact, the basic idea behind 
Kathmandu » insistence on New De 
Ihi’s acceptatue of its peace zone 
foimula IS that tho would aiitomati 
calls invalidate the 1950 treaty For 
undeistandable leasons Kathmandu 
does not like* to be leminded that the 
circumsfanc es in which the 1950 In 
did Nepal ti c aty was signed were 
abnormal 1 ime was then out of joint 
in the high Himalayas and in the 
autumn of 1950 China occupied 
Tibet Indeed, Kathmandu felt re 
heved when Prime Minister .lawa 
hailal Nehiu declared that “army 
transgression of the Indo Tibetan 
border would be resisted The same 
principle” he said, “would apply to 
the Nepalese Tibetan border” 
Mutual undei standing and appre¬ 
ciation of one another’s viewpoint 
underlined India Nepal relations at 
that time The late King Tribhuvan 
was in agreement with India’s 
perception on Nepal’s international 
relations 

The succession of Mahendra to the 
throne, after the death of his father 
King Tiibhuvan, marked the begin¬ 
ning of a process of change m Nepal’s 
foreign policy The late King Mahen- 
ara was persuaded that India’s “ex¬ 
panding influence” could be neutral¬ 
ised by improving relations with Chi¬ 



Nepiil’»i^ King ^triwiHln with former Chinese leader Mao /cdoiig 


na After he took over in Decern bei 
1960, snuffing out the kingdom’s iias 
cent experiment with parliament arv 
democracy and incarcerating Piime 
Minister Koirala along with most of 
his cabinet colleagues and a laige 
number of Nepali Congress activists, 
King Mahendra reverted to the pit 
Rana foreign policy The essence of 
this policy was that “whenever tela 
tions with the British reai hed a ci i 
tical stage, the Nepalese did their 
utmost to dramatise their rela 
tionship with China to the Bi itish " 
Substitute India for the British and 
one gets the point 

To put things in their right peis 
pective It may be recollected that 
during Prime Minister Koirala’s visit 
to China in March 1960, Zhou 1 i Lat 
offered to build a road conruvting 
Kathmandu with Kodari on the Nep 
al Tibet border But Piime Minister 
Koirala declined to accent it on pn 
marily economic and secondarily 
political grounds It is mother mat 
ter that King Mahendra, during his 
1961 visit to China, agreed to the 
Chinese oroposal to build the 104 km 
Kathmandu-Kodan road, the Arniko 
Rajmarg, which was completed in 
1968 

Koirala refused to give counte 
nance to any argument that contra 
dieted his understanding of Nepal’s 
geopolitical compulsions which 
should determine its relations with 
India and China. During an interview 


with thl^ colic .poiivlerit i. ‘ 
obseivc'd It nu' |i i i i u i 
to be vei\ IneiidK w lilt ( 'im I I 
I must he cleaiK ui dt ' d i i u 

I then lilt tiealei miii.' i ' 

being ti It ndliei w it'i M d ' i « I 

China Of touts' ii ' i.i i u 
demand that >llU^t ' < l n 
I and adojit a ho,tili i* i " lo ar 
China But vvi no i ilai n nu d 
that wliattsti hai>iK i n i>i i u 
does not affect le to flu tsicn i 
events in Delhi do oid O i i in 
taust wt bt loiu to S iii’h \ ii it >- 
not leallv suioii'iii)’ il it i a>i 
tlosei to India than ui ' ' it i I lu 
mistake of the Main iidi i i ) in ‘ 
and this also aiiplits to tin tuts ni 
goeeinment was thu n wauno to 
pursue a polite of p' i iro oiu 
against tin otiiti In the 1'iit: laii 
suth a polity dot s noi n ' 

This IS lueustly v h u katWni n ihi 
would do well nol to lost sight ot 
Kathmandu would ia\i tui uia^iou 
to legiet II It ayoitls doing aiivtlinie 
that might trtati an impression that 
China influt nces iis iiolii y oi, iiid i 
But if It does adopt siuh i polit' it 
would neithei seivt the longttiiti 
interests of the palat e nor that oi the 
countiv In the given lontex' it i 
essential for the palace tti iifiain 
fiom such manoeuvies as it ’itight 
adveisely affect its rolt as ont of the 
most important integidtisi ai’enties 
in the kingdom 
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Football in the Island 
ofTurmoH 

Eabi JJciigaJ fop the ( ctilinl Vsiun /one in the Asian (Jhib 
( hanipianshii) in Colombo 



A fter months of unttrt<nni\ 
about holding the louind 
ment in a strife torn natiort 
and hectic lobhviiig for i 
change of vtnue the Central Asian 
group league of the Asian Club fool 
ball Championship ended on a happv 
note for one and all—paiticularlv lot 
the organisers fht Board of t onirol 
for football in Sii Lanka (BtlSI / 
and champions Last Bengal tiorii 
Calcutta It was a victoiv foi both lot 
the organisers it was a viiroiv nci 
financial constraints and adtersi 
publicity (“We wanted to show to tin 
world that all that was being writitn 
about out countiv is not tiue Wc arc 
not living in Lebanon By hosting this 
championship wt have been able to 
show tht world that wt ate luing 
cjuitc normally heie’”), for I ast Btn 
gal, It was a victoiy ovci all other 
teams in ncaih etery department of 
the game With this, the club ex 
tended its supremacy in tht game to 
tht Central Asian /one, which it will 
repissent in the final round of the 
championship in Ottobet 

East Bengal (which got ttn points) 
earned the unique distinction of not 
only winning all its five matches in 
the group league but also finishing 
without conceding a single goal, hav 
ing scored 20, tht highest in the 
competition It was followed in the 


tabli bv ^bthaiu Kiiri Chakii it 
Bangliuh->11 (eif.hi points) Saiiiult i 
Spoils Club of Sri Lanka ('>) I’lki 
till Iiilcin itumil Aiiiiins (4i Nt ii 
il s Ni w Ito 111 Itani ( 1) iiid \ alnti i i 
finm Maldues witli no p uiits 

I he smmd dish btlwitn I ist 
B( lip 11 nid Abiibani-I'llkil is tin 
find which ill t ided tht 1 It! ol the 
ti iiint \ pin\( d ro be tin bt st in iti li 
ol ibt ch iirip'onship 1 xti pi loi thi 
iTiilth Aliihani liad won ill tbtii 
olh iirvountcis and ti inkb was a 
bt ltd side than Last Bengal on thi 


fattful dd\ It did tvcit thing but | 
scoif a goal fast Bengal won 10 

I he patttin of footliall in Wist 
Bengal and Bangladesh is inoit oi I 
less similai Ihe dubs fioin the two 
tountiies share a lot in tomiiiori too 
Tht players ol both team follow 
much tht same st\It v\itli nidiiidual 
displavs aplenty They ait lugtlv i 
amateuis and semi piofessionals 
Both clubs spend lavishly on then 
playcis lyyith budgets totalling lakh* 
and above Abihani sjitnds about 2'’ 
lakhs in Indian luptts ninually ) an 1 
i in boa l if tht best 'altnt in the 
touniiits In t i( t tluy wen tht onlv 
twi ti anis I'l tht championship with 
playeis who ait well paid 

The ittondLasI Btngil Million 
tl ish produetd itason ihlv good Uiot 
lull Tht latluil pi i\ lost to I 
ippiceiahle standaid 1 ast Bengal 
titptndtd molt on counteiattacks lo I 
Lfutiitc movts whilt Abahani it ' 
lull on aggressive plav bunging the 
1 1 st Bengal tleftntt constantly 
iinclti piessuie Tht Bangladesh 
phvtrs also laid thi oil side trap for 
the I ast Bengal torwards very otieii 
I ast Bengal was lucky that on three 
on a ions Abahani foiwaids hit tht 
{.oal post and faded to scoit On 
luimcious occasions goalbound shots 
taken tiom inside the East Bengal 
penalty box struck defendt rs by 


lust Bengal s \fi)n«|il lliy storts against \ altnt la 
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SUNDAY SPOKIS 


sheer accident. The Calcutta players 
had their chances too. On a few 
occasions, when they did break away 
from the offside trap, they found the 
goal open in front of them, but mis¬ 
sed. The solitary goal which decided 
the fate of the encounter was scored 
by Debashish Roy in the third minute 
after the breather. 

The Calcutta club did not face 
many problems in the other matches. 

In their first encounter they humbled 
NRT 7-0, bear PIA 2-0, trounced 
Valencia 9-0, and Saunders 1-0. Aba- 
hani, on the other hand, beat PIA 3-0, 
NRT 2-1. Saunders 4-1 and Valencia « 
8-1. Saundeis beat Valencia 7-0, NRT ^ 
2-1 and drew 2 2 with PIA. The match " 
between PIA and NRT ended goal- 
le.ss While NRT defeated Valencia 
by SIX goals, PIA beat the Maldives 
'j team 6-1. 

I ,No player from East Bengal per- 
' formed consistently well. There were 
some good displays and sparks of 
brilliance In the last match of the 
team against Saunders, it was the 
stopper Tanin Dev and the linkman 
Bikash Pan ji who excelled Dey final¬ 
ly bagged the best player's trophy for 
his peiformance in the match 
j Sudhip Chatterjee shone only in 
I patches Biswapt Bhatiacharya work- 
i ed hard at the game until he left the 
I field with an ankle injury. And of 
■ course, Debashish Roy, who scored 
seven goals in the meet, including 
the vital one against Abahani, played 
very well However, in the last 
match, in his enthusiasm to become 
the top scoiei ot the tournament, he 
missed five easy chances. Had he 
made use ot them. East Bengal would 
have romped home with all the 
trophies in its kitty 
Coming to the individual perform¬ 
ance of the players, the names which 
first come to mind aie R Premlal, 
the central striker of Saunders and 
Sheikh Aslam, the central striker of 


Abahani. Both scored nine goals in 
five matches and vied for the top 
scorer’s trophy. Both these players, 
especially Premlal, showed that they 
are good opportunists and have strik¬ 
ing ability. Premlal, by virtue of his 
performance in this tourney, has 
already got an offer to play for 
Abahani in Bangladesh. If he goes, he 
will be the fourth Lankan to play for 
Abahani, the other three being goal¬ 
keeper D. Chandrasiri, defender 
Packeer Ally and Asoke Tavinson. 

The only other forward to really 
impress was Ghulam Sarwar of the 


PIA. The nippy left-winger was a 
constant menace to his opponents 
throughout the championship. It is a 
pity that he did not get much support 
from his colleagues, otherwise he 
could have been far more dangerous. 
Besides scoring two wonderful goals 
against Saunders, he created quite a 
few chances for his colleagues in the 
other matches. In the middle, three 
players caught the eye. Asoka Ravin- 
dran, Ashis Bhadra both of Abahani 
and Mani Shah of NRT. But more was 
expected of Ashis Bhadra. This cor¬ 


respondent had .seen Bhadra playing 
much better than he did in this 
tournament in the pre-World Cup 
matches in Dhaka. Bhadra, who has 
just joined Abahani this year, was 
perhaps taking his time to adjust 
himself to the new surroundings. 

In the defence, it was Packeer Ally 
and Sultan Jaiiny, both of Abahani 
who impressed the most. Ally was the 
main source of inspiration to his 
players in the defence and was final¬ 
ly re.sponsible for trapping oppo¬ 
nents offside. Under the bar, Saun¬ 


ders’ keeper, Sujiih Emanthg hg^cl a 
fairly good tournament. 

The tournament owed a grean’TJg^J 
to charity. Except for the team from 
the Maldivi's, all the other Visirifig 
clubs, namely Abahani Krira Chakra, 
East Bengal, NRT, and Pl.A did not 
have the finances to participate in 
the tournament. .Some of the clubs 
had to face serious problems on this 
account. Valencia had to organise a 
musical show to raise money; Abatth- 
ni sought the help of donors in Dhaka 
and East Bengal had lo appeal to. i,ts 
members foi contributions Help 
eventually came from various 
sources, the West Bengal govern¬ 
ment, the All India Football Federa-. 
tion, the Indian Football Association, ' 
the Calcutta .Sports Journalists’ 
Club. Even the organisers of the’ 
championship were desperately 
short of funds’ “All we had was the. 
assurance of our Prime Minister, Mr 
Premadasa, the Sports minister, Mr! 
Vincent Perriera and other govern¬ 
ment officials,” said the chairman of 
the BCFSL organising committee, 
F.A. Yaseen. “Our expenses were 
taken care of by the Rs 60.000 we got 
from the government mainly due to 
the interest shown by the PM who is' 
a keen follower of the game.” 

tHb, Colombo 'v 

____ . 
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Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi’s 1-Day 
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(IMbi pa«e) A Mack diuiKarec-clad commando keeps vigil from tlK walls oT the Red For! 'while the Prime Minister inspects the inter- 
sarMeas guard of hononr • (above) accompanied by wife Sonia, imiv Gandhi comes down from the Red Fort ramparts after the ceremony 
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From Hussainiwala to Hussainpur 

K!<\,i(;;;!s ara (innouncod; the accord is put to test 


t fit- ,»inf Sjii) sign Ihv Punjab accord. Looking on arc V.f*. Singh, Kiilwaiil Singh, S.S. Xarnala, Arjun Singh and S.B. Chaviui 


W 'li; 'I ir'.ii Mini.Mci Kaiiv Gaii- 

i'.ii. ‘ t'H.l, iltf jovirtley to 

ill' r : lov'ii 'll liussainiwala on 
l-l.'t'iii IK; ,1111 I oilki have imagtiu'd 
K' ",i u 1 urn to I’liniab with- 
ii. ’ I ,i!'ci as,siding peace 

' ' ■ ■' . 1 ' .ui'.i .Kivirt'Ss a ntammotli 

• ik Mu-..utij'i'i on 17 August, 
It. •Miuoudi enienr o< itie 

i!'ll !■;:(.( I'i ,;ii fil l (ii)tis Tile jour 
■ u o; Mu u, K < i.iiavaii tiom Hus 
■'.'uu',-. I,. I 11 iis-uidipui has been 

... I he lets' tact that the 

I'.U'.'u . ■'■'.,■1 "niem d(ies not want to 
' ' 1 ',!ii I’ll lourd’s Kiilt' 111 I’unjab 
b* i-i'.e' • ■(■’oIpi' is ,1 positive de 
t' uuiu 1 e( . ( lie si.ite .Assembly, 
'i'.u:i ,, e, (,<['! iii .1 state ol su.s- 
;■ '.ui',' ..u.id.iUon since October 
i‘p ' '■ ! ih.si.i-ed allei the expiry 

ill..' ii,’ S' '1 I! I III on 2() Ji’iie 1‘78S 
'•! I'l '.■'.ii .'I s h.iif Id Punjab was 
I'si'.i'i'd In t .\tetided beyond 5 
Oc’oiu , tiu'i; .iineiidnieiit to the 
> i ' (,'iIII uii. III India would have 
!i' , ( s-ai \ r Iii.s|)i(e signing the 
..iM'i.i a ah Ihioie Minister Rajiv 
(,eidh ’ik.tb I'dl tuesident Sant 
Ibmh.oal Singh 1 oiigowal had sud- 
liee.lN i sjjaiuu-i m the works by 
I Mfiiic ii: an iwiJu'iive iiiteiview 
giallied O' the Chaiuiigarh corres- 
pooil' i.t ot the Press liust of India 
I I'T f 1 on 14 Adgiisi that he favoured 
the ;ios'ooiiettieiu oi elections in the 


slate to February l‘)8() 

The govertinitdii ina\ have wa 
vered on the issue, but there w.e, one 
person who was adaniatit tiuit (lopo 
lar rule had to be lestoied in Puniab 
liy the last week of Octolier, Tins 
man was Goverrioi At jiiti Singh who, 
after having ctfeenvely bioiight the 
peace settlement, was keen ihat his 
efforts towaids the levinalion of 
I President’s Rule in the st.ite should 
I not receive anv setbaik li was ilie 
' insistence of fheGovemoi of Punjati 
j which played a vital role in tlie 
j announcement of the election date, 
I 22 September, by the election com- 
j mission within hours of the Prime 
j Minister’s return from Hussainpur, 
I where he had gone to fay the lourida 
lion sttine of a railway coach factory. 

At Hussainpur, a triumphant Rajiv 
Gandhi recalled that he had prom¬ 
ised a coach factory to Punjab when 
he came to the state four months ago. 
He praised the railway minister. Ban 
si Lai, for having located Hussainpur 
in Kapurthala district as the sjte for 
the plant. This pioduction unit of the 
Indian Railways, initially,was to have 
come up in Uttar Pradesh Amitahh 
Bachchan (and Hemvati Natidan 
Bahuguna's) constituency, Allaha¬ 
bad, was one ot the possible locations 
of the factory. The alt-et native to 
Allahabad was Ballia, the home dis¬ 


trict and the constituency of the 
Janata Party |)resident, Chandra 
I Stu khai (he lost the last elections to 
! the Lok Sahha). Suddenly Allahabad 
and Ballia had to forego the project 
because Punjab had to be appeased, 
i While laying the foundation stone at 
Hussainpur, the Prime Minister also ' 
announced thal .S.OOO people from 
Punjab would soon be recruited to 
the vanou.s para military forces 
under the union government. The 
martial race legend was boosted. The 
government did not stop at lhati 
almost simultaneously it was 
announced that the army would turn 
“reformist” and a lenient view would 
be taken of the BOO deserters who 
were facing trial. Apparently, the 
government of the day was bending 
over backward.s to buy peace today 
(oblivious of the repercussions 
tomorrow). 

Apart from the Congress(S), whose 
general secretary. K.P. Unnikrish- 
nan, has openly welcomed the 
announcement of elections in Pun¬ 
jab, the opposition is confused about 
its stand. The Akali Dal will partici¬ 
pate in the elections, despite the 
reservations aired by Longowal ih 
the PTI interview. The memorandum 
of settlement signed on 24 July will ' 
now be put to the litmus test. 

A Special Coireapondent, ChaiHSgerli 
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MEDIA 

A Government Afraid 


of the Press 


Newsmen go tv court ogainst 

O ften talked about as tht esstntt* 
of a demouacv. the freetloni ot 
the press is something whii-h in India 
has remained laigelv undefined 
While there have been blaek Acts 
and bills—particularly the Veiiiatu 
lar Papers Act of 1871 banning di 
nous’ writing under British lulcai'd 
the Bihar pi ess bill—which have 
sought to detail what the prt ss ca i 
not or should not do, there is hardls 
any law specifying what the puss 
can do A recent writ petition tile d in 
the Calcutta High C ourt liv two toui 
nalists ot the Andnddhd7dr eamk.i 
the leading Bengali daily again'i 
West Bengal’s minister foi local st If 
government Prasanta Sur the adini 
nistrator, C aliutta ( orporation and 
others, promises to be vital toi the fr« c 
dom of the press in India The iudg 
ment will decide the right of a ]<iui 
nalist to tniei places ol pubin im 
portance and wane's and tcpoit mat 
ters ol public intrust 
The petition came in the v\ ake 1 1 
what journalists in C alcutra be lievi d 
to be an unprecedented viohtion ol 
their right to report when 141 ntwlv 
elected councillors had aso m 
bled in the central munuipal build 
ing to elect seven aldermen on IT 
July, newsmen who had turned up ro 
report the electron —being held altci 
lb years and hence an iiiiportan' 
event—were pushed back Irom the 
gates, roughed up and chased aw ,iy by 
a large force of Idthi wielding police 
men Thefact that acereditated loiir 
nalists have always been .lUowod to 
wKness internal elections ol the coi 
poration in the past did not matter 
The police had clear oide rs to kt-‘cp 
the press out 

The incident look the local news 
papers by surpiise None of them was 
told of the orders in advance, and the 
sudden display of hostility towards 
the press led to momentary confu 
Sion But the government remained 
unrepentant and the press, bittei 
The minister for local self 
government,Prasanta Sur, who had 
personally supervised arrangements 
for the poll, came under severe 
attack Defending his orders, he said 
that the reporters and photographers 
were not allowed in even on the 
strength of then accreditation caids 
as outsiders might have slipped in 
along with them “We have nothing 


Violation of ptess freedom 

against the press," he added apu 
logetically, “but only wanted to en 
suie a smooth poll’’ The deputy 
Lonimissioiiei ot police (headquar 
uisl, Calcutta, Subimal Dasgupta 
said he had clear instiuctions to 
allow ontiy only to the council lots 
holding ceitilnatcs of election fiom 
their it ruining officers (the council 
lots poll wa' held in the city on IT 
June) and a few employees who 
(H ifoini essential scivuos The ntws 
men weic unconvinced 

As it this wa' not enough, on 18 
liilv, Prasanta Sui said that he did 
not think the press had any business 
to be present when “the mavoi and 
the chaiimari ot Calcutta Municipal 
Coipotation ate bung electid’ in 
side the i ouiicil chamber on TO Juls 
Repot ttts and photogi aphers would 
not be allowed inside the chamber 
tor the brief ptiiod when the elei 
tioi would nc held ‘only to avoid 
koiti ion he evplaitieti Tile news 
'1 (, ri woi Id nei d special f irds to 
tniLi tin miin'cipal building on TO 
|ulv and would be allowed lo wit 
ness and photograph the oath raking 
ceremony the repoiteis would in 
bi leted befoif and alter the election 
he said 

I he statements caused an upioar 
Iwo lournahsts fiom the Andmiaba 
7di Pdtjika, Ashish Kumar Cjhosh 
and Aloke Mitra, took the matter to 
tomt, seeking legal protection ot 
their right to entei the building to 
witness the mayoral election Pitss 
freedom, they said, involves the em 
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Forensic experts examinlnR bloodstains at the site of Maken’s murder 


DELHI 

The Hunt for Lai Singh 

Dnlhi police pay hood io nyc n ilness accounts 


P olice officials investigating the 
brutal murder of Lalit and Gitan- 
jali Makcn on 31 July may have 
found the vital clue they were look¬ 
ing for: of the five key witnesses to 
the killing, two have come up with 
vital evidence about the scooter 
borne murderers whom they had 
watched for over 20 minutes. 

Top police officials investigating 
the brutal murder of Lalit Maken, 
the young Congress(I) MP from south 
Delhi and his wife Gitarijali, explain: 
these two witnesses have given them 
the relevant information about the 
physical features of Lai Singh. One of 
them recollected clearly that there 
was a “one inch-long deep scar below 
the little finger near the wrist" on 
the hand of one of the alleged killers. 
This information was said to have 
been given to the police by the 
witness on his own. As a result it is 
being considered all the more re 
levant. Taking up the lead, the Delhi 
police IS understood to have con¬ 
tacted the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police who have also spread out their 
dragnet for Lai Singh after the Kanis- 
ka crash. Their records loo state that 
one of his identification marks is a 
deep scar on his wrist. 

The witness had a chance to go 
near the man with the scar and even 
spoke to him mistaking him for a 
security man. The other witness is a 
vegetable-seller who makes the 
rounds of Kirti Nagar where Lalit 
Maken's parents live and where he 
was gunned down. The vegetable 
vendor recalls two men standing 
near the house when he came to the 
Makens on his morning round. Lalit 
Maken's sister-in-law is understood 
to have come out to buy some veget¬ 
ables from him. While she was taking 


the fruits and vegetables one of the 
men is said to have remarked in 
Hindustani ‘'Achcha mal dena. Bade 
ghar ke liye hai 'Give good quality 
vegetables as it is meant for a re¬ 
spected family).’’ This indicates that 
the men were not scared. Nor were 
they trying to lurk or hide. 

These two witne.sses besides being 
able to give a clear description of the 
persons, picked out Lai Singh’s 
photograph and identified him. The 
police claim that the two persons 
were shown 200 photographs of diffe 


O n 2 September 1985, the former 
chief minister of Maharashtra 
A R. Antulay will either walk out of 
room no. 13 of the Bombay High 
Court a free man, or wait to hear the 
special judge sentence him to what 
could be seven years in jail. Justice 
Dinshaw Mehta, the special judge 
conducting the trial of Mr Antulay is 
to deliver the judgment in the second 
of the two cases filed against him by 
the former MLC of the Janata Party 
P.B. Samant. The first case filed by 
the former Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) legislator Ramdas Nayak is 
still incomplete as Mr Nayak has 
appealed to the Supreme Court 
against the inadequacy of charges 
framed by Justice Mehta who had 
upheld only 21 out of 48 charges of 
Mr Nayak. 

In the P.B. Samant case, Mr Artu- 
lay is facing two charges under Sec- 


rent men on the wanted list when 
both of them singled out Lai Singh’s 
picture. Reliable sources maintain 
that the two witnesses were called by 
police commissioner Ved Marwah 
and only after he had personally 
“cross-checked everything” with 
them, did he give the green signal to 
break the news that Lai Singh was a 
suspect. 

The ballistic experts report has 
also given a lead. According to the 
report, the bullets that hit Lalit 
Maken were fired from the same 
weapon that was used for the murder 
of Harbans Singh Manchanda, presi¬ 
dent of the Delhi Gurdwara Praban- 
dhak Committee, in March 1984. The 
report further states that the same 
weapon was used for the killing of 
Rajya Sabha CongressiT) MP V.N. 
Tiwari, in Chandigarh. Both the mur¬ 
ders were committed, within a fort- if 
night. ' 

The Delhi police have found that 
Lai Singh, who hails from a village 
near Kapurthala, has no family ties 
in India; he left his homeland seven 
years ago. His passport was issued 
from Jalandhar. He speaks Punjabi, 
Hindi and English well and is wanted 
by the FBI, the Canadian Police and 
Interpol. Lai Singh’s last address is 
known to have been in Flushings, 
New York. According to the Cana¬ 
dian Police he was last sighted in 
Vancouver where he was working as 
a mechanic in a garge. 

Rathml S^»0na, N»w Delhi 


tion 5(i)(D) of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act and a charge of 
cheating under Section 420 of the 
Indian Penal Code. Under the Pre¬ 
vention of Corruption Act to be read 
with 5(2), Mr Antulay can get a 
maximum of seven years and a mini¬ 
mum of one year. On 24 July and 8 
August. Justice Dinshaw ruled that 
there was a prima facie case for 
framing charges against the former 
chief minister for obtaining Rs two 
crores for the Indira Gandhi Pratibha 
Pratisthan (IGPP). He said that the~‘ 
accused had obtained Rs ten lakhs 
from the government of Maharashtra 
in the name of the IGPP by corrupt 
and illegal means and by abusing his 
office as chief minister. There was a 
prima facie case for framing charges 
under Section 5(1)(D) of the Preven¬ 
tion of Corruption Act punishable ' 
under Section 5(2), of the same Act. 


ANTULAY TRIAL 

Awaiting a Verdict 

Will A.H. Antulay he found guilty? 
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Mr Antulay had also obtained Rs 1.90 
crores from the government treasury 
in a similar manner, the Judge said. 

On 8 August, Justice Mehta framed 
an additional charge of cheating 
under Section 420 of the IPC. The 
Judge said that in his capacity as 
chief minister, Mr Antulay, 
fraudulently or dishonestly induced 
the cabinet and the two houses of 
Legislature to deli vet to the IGPP a 
total sum of Rs two crores.The pro¬ 
secution counsel, Vijay Pradhan, had 
earlier argued that he used the pre¬ 
mises of his office as a venue for 
duties other than his official one. 
This he argued was against the law. 
He had also said that the office of the 
chief minister was irregularly and 
improperly exercised for obtaining 
money for the ICPP, in an excessive 
and extravagant manner to promote 
the interests of the IGPP, to give 
‘ advantage to the IGPP in a manner 
j inconsistent with the duties of the 
chief minister and for unlawful and 
wrongful use to procure pecuniary 
benefits for thelGPP. Mr Antulay had 
asked for the sum of Rs two crores 
and for the disbursal of Rs ten lakhs 
ftom the contingency fund for the 
j corpus of the trust 

The counsel tor Mr Antulay, R.D. 
Ovalekar, said that the gram given 
by the state government was 
I approved by the cabinet and Legisla- 
I tore and no court or outside author¬ 
ity had the jurisdiction to challenge 
the decision of the elected House. As 
far as abuse ot power was concerned, 
Mr Ovalekar submitted that it had to 
be proved in the light of non- 
compliance of procedures to ascer¬ 
tain the extent to which Mr Antulay 
was responsible. He said that the 
chief minister was not a party to the 
request for Rs 25 lakhs for the IGPP 
which was made by the department 
for cultural affairs In fact, Mr 
Ovalekar said there was no real evi¬ 
dence to show that Mr Antulay was 
individually responsible. Mr' 
. Ovalekar also argued that the pro¬ 
secution should' show the acts that 
influenced the cabinet into sanction¬ 
ing funds for the IGPP. 

In the Samant case, Mr Antulay 
pleaded for an early end to the legal 
tangle which had dragged on for four 
•years causing him “mental torture.” 
it may be recalled that P.B. Samant 
had filed a writ petition in the Bom¬ 
bay High Court in September 1981. 
The' petition was disposed of by Jus¬ 
tice B. Lentin on 12 January, 1982. 
Mr, Antulay subsequently filed an 
appeal against Justice Lentin’s order 
which was dismissed by a division 
bench of the High Court comprising 
Justice Oesai and Justice Rele. Mr 
Antulay then filed an appeal in the 
Supreme Court and this tod was 



Antulay; hour of reckoning 


dismissed. On 10 February 1983, P.B, 
Samant filed the present complaint 
before the special court of Justice 
Mehta. 

In the petition before Justice Len¬ 
tin, Mr Samant had accu.sed Mr Antu¬ 
lay of collecting donations from the 
National Centre for Performing Arts 
and the Indian hotels and of malprac- 


’’’■ * ' 

tices regarding the races held by the 
Royal Western India Turf Club, the 
granting of no-objection certificates 
to Nanubhai Jewellers and the allot¬ 
ment of cement to builders. He also 
stated that he had “personal know¬ 
ledge” in respect of the “acts of 
cheating by the accused in the sugar 
cooperatives.” An interesting fact 
that came to light during the present 
hearing was that P.B. Samant is a big 
builder. On his own admission during 
the cross-examination by Mr' 
Ovalekar, he had received 200 ton¬ 
nes of cement for his various coop¬ 
erative housing society projects from 
the Maharashtra government during 
November 1980—May 1981 during 
which time Mr Antulay was CM. 
Strangely, Mr Samant had told Jus¬ 
tice Lentin that he had apj^ieil for 
five bags of cement and this was not 
granted by the state government, but 
had failed to tell Justice Lentin ab 
out the 200 tonnes of cement he had 
received as a builder. During, the 
previous regime of former chief 
minister 'Vasantdada Patil, Mr 
Samant had been allotted 30 hec¬ 
tares of land for 324 cooperative 
housing societies of which he was 
chairman. 

(Mga Taffto, Bomimy 


CRIME 

A Detective in tiie Dock 


Chief of premier private detective agency is accused of theft 


C ould the chief executive of the 
country’s largest private detec¬ 
tive agency .be guilty of petty theft? 
The Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBl) recently charge-sheeted Prem 
Kumar Jindle, managing director of 
the Globe Detective Agency (GDA) 
with theft of jewellery worth £10,000 
stolen from the baggage of a co¬ 
passenger on an Air India flight on 29 
October 1982. Three years after Scot¬ 
land Yard had released Jindle on 
bail for want of evidence, the CBl has 
begun a fresh probe. According to 
the accused person, he has been 
“framed” and false allegations have 
been made to malign his company, 
which has an annual turnover of Rs 
three crores in an attempt to sabot¬ 
age some of the criminal investiga¬ 
tions the GDA was handling in the 
United Kingdom. 

According to the charge-sheet sub¬ 
mitted in the court of the chief 
metropolitan magistrate in Delhi, 
Subhash Walson, Jindle was arrested 
by the Scotland Yard at Heathrow 
airport since his bag contained valu¬ 
ables which had been declared mis¬ 
sing by MrsNagina JudgeWaters, an 


Indian settled in the UK who was 
also travelling on the same flight. 
The stolen articles recoverq^d from 
Jindle included a pearl necklace 
worth Rs 24,000 and a wristwatch 
worth Rs 5,300. The Scotland Yard 
and Interpol who were in charge of 
the case arrested Jindle in London 
where he was charged with theft in 
the Oxbridge court on 10 January 
1983. Jindle was released for want-of 
evidence and the case transferred to 
the CBl which has now charged him 
under Section 379 (theft) and Section 
411 (dishonestly receiving stolen 
property) of the IPC. 

Jindle, a qualified criminologist 
from the USA who started the Globe 
Detective Agency (GDA) in 1961, 
now the largest private agency in 
Asia, protested against the “blatant 
frame-up” against him. “This is the 
price we have to pay for undertaking 
sensitive cases which are embarras¬ 
sing to some people,” said Jindle a 
few days after the CBl had charge- 
sheeted him. Aftei the GDA had 
examined the charges, they had disc¬ 
overed that not only did this case 
have political implications, it also 
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revealed glaiing instances of conces 
sions which had been given by Air 
India and customs officials, both of 
whom he now threatens to take to 
court Jindle pointed out that the 
coi passenger whose valuables he is 
alleged to have pilfeied en route to 
London is the niece of lormer Mem¬ 
ber ot Parliament, Charanjit Singh 
‘‘I am convinced chat Charanjit Singh 
IS the person behind the re examining 
of charges against me Why else will 
the CBI be given such a frivolous 
case especially since Interpol has not 
been able to prove anything against 
me’ Once we come up with concrete 
evidence ot the shady affair, we are 
going to initiate legal action against 
the CBI and Nagina fudge Waters for 
violating FLRA regulations ” 

Jindle was vehement in his de 
fence He explained that on the day 
when the incident occurred, there 
were only tour passengers who were 
booked in the first class section on 
flight number AI 109 including Nagi 
na Waters and himselt When the 
passengers were searched, following 
Nagina Waters complaint, foui more 
passengei*' who were travelling first 
class, without their names having 
being listed with Air India were ' 
found Secondly, he pointed out, 
under I FRA regulations, every Indi 
an tiavelling by an is requited to 
have his valuables registered with 
the customs This was not done by 
Mis Waters despite the fact that she 
was carrying jewellery woith more 
than Rs 40,000 Thirdly, not only had 
thecompldirl in mot filed a returiiwith 
insurance companies foi the articles, 
the loss was not lepoited to the 
police “Hove have these illegal 
aspects gont unnoticed by the police 
I both 111 London and India’” he de 
maiided 

On the olliet h,ind act Hiding to 
tilt CBI olhtials li.iiulling the case, 
ilu dtitciive tvcoon s aiguinents are 
highls sptciois and have no leU 
vanit to flu bait tacts ot the case 
“Tht V. dull lies well stolen and 
found in tht tstiusivc possession of 
PrtniKumat I lieu aie witnesses to 
piovt that th( accused person im 
mcdiatilv idciitilicd the stolen arrt 
tie as Itis Wt att not taking any 
notice ot tht thtoiits oi frame tip 
and blackmail bt mg expounded by 
the tjlobt Dittctivc Agenty’’ said 
ont ollictal It the Globe Detective 
Agcriiv had anv investigating expei 
Use wotih let illmi. they would not 
be exposing then pout stance in the 
case, In added 

Tht ehaiges against Jindle, who is 
lonsideted to bt the leading private 
detrtiive in India caused upples in 
Scotland Yard as Jindle, at that time, 
was invcstigdting eases worth 
thousands of pounds on insurance 

f ~ ~ 
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Prem Kumar Jindle. a victim? 


frauds committed by Indians in the | 
UK On 29 October, findle was sup 
posed to have taken to I..ondon Mrs 
Davinder Kaui Sanga, wife of Toga I 
Singh Sanga and Indian natiojial set I 


UTTAR PRADESH 


i s a school teacher, or a pi of esse i, 
or a person convicted and sent 
enced for life but later released on 
bail by the High Court, oi a liquor 
contractor who withdraws her part 
neiship but whose paitners do not 
surrender the licence, eligible to con 
test the Assembly or Parliamentary 
elections'' 

These questions have been raised 
in a number of election petitions 
filed alter the 1984 general elections 
in Uttai Pradesh Out of about 80 
election petitions filed in the Allaha 
bad High Court, a large numbei have 
been hied by teachers whose 
nominations were rejected because 
they held “an office of profit undei 
the state government ” The “office of 
profit” controversy began after a 
Supreme Court judgment last year 
which held that a teachei employed 
in a basic school run by the Uttar 
Piadesh Board of Basic Education 
holds “an office of profit under the 
state government” and is, therefore, 
disqualified from contesting elec 
tions under Article 191 (1) (a) of the 
Constitution 

“This judgment,” says Keshan 
Nath Tiipathi, an advocate in Allaha 
bad, “is applicable only to the basic 
teachers But the returning officers 
have applied it to the secondary and 


tied in the UK Sanga had defrauded 
the leading insurance companies in 
the UK by claiming that his wife was 
dead She had been insured in the 
UK for £200,000 and this was the 
second insurance fraud case solved 
by the GDA in the UK Even after his 
arrest by Scotland Yard, the insur¬ 
ance companies on whose behalf he 
was investigating the case arranged 
for his stay in London and in fact, I 
approached ^DA for handling more ] 
insurance frauds for them “In all the | 
cases there is an interesting pattern | 
Indians settled abroad have man 
aged to produce forged death certifi¬ 
cates of their wives, some of whom 
have been traced alive to Punjab and 
their illegal insurance claims proved 
by us Making false insurance claims 
seems to have become a multi 
million pound business 1 feel even| 
the insurance fraud which we werev ■ 
handling then has a connection with' 
the false charges against -ne.” said 
Jindle 

fftfii Sarin, Maw DalM 


degiee teachers ol the privately run 
colleges too And no uniform criteria | 
seem to have been adopted to accept 
or reject the nominations ” In the i 
Sakeet Assembly constituency in 
Etah district, Tnpathi points out, the , 
candidature of Ujii Singh, principal 
of Janata inter college, was rejected 
while that of Virendra Pal Singh 
Solanki of the Janata Party, a che | 
mistry teachei in Parvati Rashtnya 
Inter College, Siddhpur was 
accepted The petition had been filed 
by another candidate, Suraj Singh I 
Shakya of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) Says petitioner Shakya, “if the 
rejection of the nomination of Ujir 
Singh on the grounds that he held an 
office of profit under the state gov- | 
ernment is legal and proper, then, on 
the same ground, Solanki was also 
not qualified to contest the elec- I 
tions ” 

Several other candidates have also 
moved the courts Ram Bodh Pandey, 
a geography teacher in Mahadeo Pra- ' 
sad Intermediate college, privately ^ 
run by a registered society in Pratap- | 
garh district, has challenged the re¬ 
jection of his nomination for the I 
Patti Assembly constituency which i 
elected Prof Vasudeo Singh, the pre- | 
sent UP minister for food and civil, | 
supplies The BJP candidates Ram I 
Prakash Tnpathi, former MP, and an | 


The Qu estio n of H igibHity 

Piotests over lejection oi election nominations 
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English teacher in Hiralal Vaish 
National Inter college, Chhibramau 
(Fanukhabad) has also appealed 
against the rejection of his nomina* 
tion for the Kanauj Lok Sabha consti¬ 
tuency in Farrukhabad district. 

Sachindra Nath Tripathi of the 
Congress(I) has challenged the elec¬ 
tion of Doodnath of the Lok Dal from 
Mariyahun Assembly constituency in 
Jaunpur district, Sachindra’s peti¬ 
tion evokes the provisions of Section 
8 of the Representation of Peoples 
Act 1951, under which “a person 
convicted by any court in India for 
any offence and sentenced to impris¬ 
onment for not less than two years is 
disqualified from contesting the elec- 


M embers of legislative bodies 
are seldom known to have 
taken time off for introspection, let 
alone discussing legislative proce¬ 
dure. But that is what members of 
the Kerala Legislative Assembly 
, did recently when they sat around 
the tables for a three-day workshop 
on legislative procedures. About 
120 of the 144 MLAs took part in 
the workshop—a rare assemblage 
of people’s representatives not di¬ 
vided by the invisible barrier that 
separates the treasury benchers 
from the opposition. 

The young speaker of the Kerala 
Legislative Assembly, V.M. 
Sudheeran, told Sunday: “I thought 
it was high time that the procedural 
wrangles of iegislativebusinesswere 
sorted out and the MLAs invited to 
sit together and suggest measures. 1 
think it is the first time in the 
country that such a venture is tak¬ 
ing place. The very fact that more 
than 100 MLAs attended the meet¬ 
ing shows how concerned they are 
almut legislative procedures.” 

- The workshop in which six papers 
were presented by MLAs them¬ 
selves, reconunended more than 
100 steps to make the best use of 
Legislature time. The recommenda¬ 
tions include: 

• The duration of the Legislature 
should be increased to more than 
100 days a year. 

« Effective pro^amme planning 
before the Kssion starts. 

• The government curb tendencies 
to rule by ordinances and that they 
be restricted to urgent matters that 
concern the life of a majority. 

• Bills of an ordinance passed in 
the following session. 
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tions to the Legislative Assembly 
from the date of his conviction and 
continues to be disqualified for a 
further period of five years since his 
release.” 

Doodnath, says the petition, was 
convicted and sentenced for life 
under Section 302 IPC (murder) 
along with one year’s rigorous im¬ 
prisonment under Section 148 of the 
IPC (both sentences to run concur¬ 
rently) by the Sessions Court on 9 
February 1982. He was also con¬ 
victed and sentenced to four years’ 

I rigorous imprisonment under Sec- 
1 tion 307 of the IPC (attempt to mur- 
j der) plus two years’ imprisonment 
I under Section 148,IPC (both sent- 


• Steps be taken to see that laws 
passed by the Assembly are effec¬ 
tively implemented, ddl relevant 
amendments be accepted irrespec¬ 
tive of the members who propose 
the amendment. 

Oomen Chandjr, the chief whip of . 
the Ckmgress(I), in his paper on 
unofficial bills , said that the 
present practice of the ruling party 
MLAs is to blindly support the 
government and that of the opposi¬ 
tion MLAs is to attack the govern¬ 
ment. It is only during the discus¬ 
sion of unofficial bills that MLAs 
get a chance to vent their thoughts. 
Unofficial bills, even if they are 
rejected, pave the way for us^ul 
discussions. The Lok Sabha has till 
date passed 14 unofficial bills while 
the Kerala Assembly has not yet 
passed an unofficial bill, Chandy 
pointed out. The government 
should take a more positive atti¬ 
tude towards private members’ 
bills, Chandy said. 

The government chief whip, Dr. _ 
K.C. Joseph (Kerala Congress!''j 
talked about organising the Legisl- | 
ature sessions. The CH MLA K.C. | 
Surendranth, in a paper on the 
privileges of legislators argued that 
If the government fails to keep 
promises made in the Legislature, 
that should also be brou^t under 
the purview, of privileges of mem¬ 
bers. Another pertinent point 
which Surendranath made, was 
that many questions are not 
answered in die House and most 
often the answers are stereo-typed, 
like, "the matter k being enquired 
into.” 

IWaoo yWieMbeie 




ences to run concurrently) by the 
same court on 22 October 1983. 
According to the petition, Doodnath 
then appealed to the Allahabad High 
Court against both judgments. He 
was given bail by the High Court on 
12 May 1982 in the first case and on 
24 October 1983 in the second. Since 
Doodnath was only bailed and the 
case against him has neither been 
stayed nor suspended and his 
appeals are still pending in the High 
Court, how could he be qualified to 
contest the elections? 

The election of Vijaya Laxmi of 
Janata Party from Bansdih Assembly 
constituency in Ballia district has 
also been challenged. Vijaya was in 
partnership with three others, a 
licensee for a retail shop of country 
liquor under a contract with the state 
government for 1984-85. She applied 
for the withdrawal of her partnership 
last year and deposited the remain¬ 
ing amount for the full contract 
period, (ending 31 March 1985) on 15 
January 1985. Her partners, howev¬ 
er, continued to vend liquor under 
the contract and the licence was 
never surrendered. A licensee, 
points out the petitioner, holds an 
office of profit under the govern¬ 
ment. And since the licence given to 
Vijaya Laxmi and her partners was 
never surrendered, she did not qual¬ 
ify to contest the election, eith er.^ 

The election petition filed by de¬ 
feated Congres$(I) candidate Yogen- 
dra Singh also carries an interesting 
tale. According to him , Ram Bux 
Verma, a lecturer in the Nehru De¬ 
gree College in Chhibramau town of 
Farrukhabad district, filed his 
nomination as a Lok Dal candidate 
from the Umarda Assembly consti¬ 
tuency. Verma’s wife, Kanti, filed 
her papers as a dummy candidate. 
But this was done in the name of 
Verma’s first (deceased) wife. Ram 
Nandini, as Kanti’s own name did not 
appear on the electoral rolls. 

The nomination of Ram Bux Verma 
was rejected on the ground that he 
held “an office of profit under the 
government” while that of his wife 
was accepted. And Kanti Verma 
made it to the Assembly in the name 
of Ram Nandini Vermal 

Another interesting election peti¬ 
tion is one against Sanjay Singh who 
was elected from the Amethi Assem¬ 
bly constituency in Suitanpur district 
and is now a cabinet minister. Ram 
Baran of the Lok Dal has alleged that 
Sanjay Singh got the petitioner’s 
signature forged to have one Suren- 
dra Pratap Bahadur Singh appointed 
his (Ram Baran’s) election agent. 
And then through this fake agent 
Sanjay Singh fraudulently got the 
petitioner’s nomination withdrawn. 
Pr u hmtt Kumar, Laelaam 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Reality Does Not Sel 



The artist with his work; canvas of conscience 


I t was tragic realism at 
its- best. Abhilash Bhat- 
tacharya’s paintings, in¬ 
spired . by the - death of 
thousands whbse lives 
were silently snuffed out 
by the poisonous gas in 
Bhopal, are an evocative 
portrayal, of their agony. 
The 24-year-old artist from 
Ujjain who recently held 
exhibitions at Ujjain, 
Bhopal and New Delhi, 
says that his paintings 
were the "fulfilment of an 
urge that erupted like a 
volcano.” Bhattacharya 
has hat only attempted to 


recreate the scene of that 
fateful night with paint 
and brush, but for the 
touch of realism he has 
stuck onto his 13 canvases 
scraps of objects, bits of 
cloth, and broken specta¬ 
cles. Every painting is 
accompanied by a couplet 
written by the artist him¬ 
self. But for all his ingenui¬ 
ty, there are no takers for 
his paintings. As Bhat¬ 
tacharya says, “Nobody 
wants to take such tragic 
reality into their drawing 
rooms. Everybody wants 
only a world of beauty.” 


Songs for AH 



Jaiota: on to Olms 


ea 


year old Anup Jaiota now 
rides the crest of success. 
Two of his discs— Bhajan 
Sandhya and Bhajan Yat- 
ra —have crossed the dou¬ 
ble platinum mark. Lan¬ 
guage is no problem for 
him—his Mono Jopo Naam 
in Bengali is heading to¬ 
wards a platinum jubilee. 

Takkhayul, his latest 
disc—a double-ghazal 
album—has received adv¬ 
ance orders of more than 
75,000. Jaiota now carries 
his talents to the silver 
screen; besides lending his 
voice, he will also be play¬ 
ing the lead roles in Hindi 
films. Several of them— 
Chintamani Surdas, Pyar 
ka Sawan, Awara Masiha 
are already on the floors. 


Camera-happy 

T he venue was Tokyo 
and the event, a photo¬ 
contest held by the Asian 
Cultural Centre for UN¬ 
ESCO. The judges had a 
tough decision stating 
them in the face—4,231 
entries from 21 member 
states of the UN-sponsored 
organisation in the Asian 
and Pacific regions were 
to be shortlisted to the 
best 110. For India’s 
photographer Sunil Dutt it 
was a memorable moment 
when the verdict was 
announced: he was to be 
the proud recipient of the 
Ito Ryoji Memorial Prize 
for his entry on the theme 
‘Happiness.’ Dutt, who has 
acquired many interna¬ 
tional awards for photo- 



Dutt: one more award 


graphy, remembers his 
happiest moments while 
working on Calcutta’s 
spastic children. 



T he Sixties was the time 
when the Beatlesma- 
nia had gripped teenagers 
all over the world, when 
any competitor just lapsed 
into anonymity. Subroto 
Roy Chowdhury, an expo¬ 
nent of Indian classical 
music, was one of the few 
to survive their onslaught. 
Ever since he visited 
Europe on a tour as a stu¬ 
dent, Roy Chowdhury has 
been performing at va¬ 
rious concerts and ac¬ 
quainting the West with 
the intricacies of Indian 
music. This summer he 
performed at a record 40 
concerts in seven weeks 
spannipg Austria, Switzer¬ 


land, France, West Ger¬ 
many and Denmark. All 
his fame in the West has 
however, not dimmed his 
concern for the cause of 
humanity: he donated the 
entire royalty of one of his 
discs Calcutta Meditation, 
to Amnesty International. 
He has also raised one 
lakh rupees for the Tamil 
refugees of Sri Lanka. In 
between his concerts and 
his social work, Roy Chow¬ 
dhury will now have to 
squeeze in a third occupa¬ 
tion: teaching. The versa¬ 
tile musician has been 
appointed “visiting” pro¬ 
fessor of Indian classical 
music in Bonn. 


SONO*Y 25—31 hjgutl 1«5 













VARIETY/Khaas Baat 


T hose days Suresh Ober 
01 loses no opportunity 
to pick d bone with his 
CO stars He has not spared 
thespians like t>ilip 
Xumareither At a recent 
party he was overheard 
telling a visibly shocked 
guest, ‘‘You know Dilip 
Kumar got a rare complex 
after doing the first scene 
with me He started study 
ing my movements very 
caiefullv I think my work 
must have given him some 
kind of problem ” Every 
one thought he was 
“eithei sick or drunk,’’for 
the next day Oberoi 
t ouldn’t believe that he 
had made such a remark 



Simla Palil sick of art films 


S mitd Paul IS another 
star who appears to be 
sick of art films She is 
awaiting the release of her 
films, Mera Ghir Mere 
Bdchche and Akhir Kyon ’ 
If they succeed^ it could 
boost her career Smita 
feels that it is fiims like 
these which serve a much 
better cause “than any of 
those pseudo intellectual 
stuff ’’ 

I t appears that directors 
are getting fed up with 
Amrita Singh Reason her 
tantrums are going beyond 
limits Said one disgusted 
producer, “It is high time 
she learnt how to behave 



It will be too late other¬ 
wise This industry has not 
forgiven the biggest of 
stars once they have fal¬ 
len ’’ Is Ms Singh 
listening’ 


W hat’s wrong with 
I arha these daysi’ 
Has the little success that 
she has had gone to her 
head’ Far ha, who makes 
her debut in Yash Chop 
ra s haasle, is behaving 
“high and mighty ” She is 
also asking for bigger roles 
than some of the top 
heioines ‘ It’s not done 
She should realise what 
she IS doing before it is too 
late,’’ one of her rivals 
complained Farha calls 
all the charges against hei 
as “bast less and mail 
Clous ’ 


4 mnabh Bachchan is a 
man of word He is 
soon to fulfil the promise 
he had made to a friend, 
diiectoi TinnuAnand, 
during the making of the 
hit film, Kaalid Next, Sha 
han'>hah, a big budget 
film, was planned Ami 
tabh was all set to start 
woi k when he met with 
the accident during the 
shooting of C ooJie and 
Shahanshah was in trou 
bled waters Matters be 
came worse when he en 
ttred politics and 
announced his intention to 
quit films People asked 
Tinnu to give up but he 
decided to wait for his 
friend to leturn to the sets 
His patience finally paid 
oft Amitabh has remem 
bertd his promise and 1$ 
ready to shoot now 
However, he requested 
1 innu to make some minor 
changes in the script to 
suit his new MP image 


S weet faced Rebman is 
now safely ensconced 
in the number two slot ui 
Malayalam films He is 
improving with every film. 
His latest hit, Kuudum 
Thedi opposite Nadia 
Moidu, is running to 
packed houses He is 
taking the utmost 
advantage of the fact that 
he IS the youngest and the 
best looking among the 
top stars today 
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T k it. Msion was not taken 
si,i loush by the big 
vMgs ot tht iilm industry 
until the MU tt of the 
ti' 1 it 1 I iifil showed 
then lit tv i\ to an 
t> n tUvi medium Now, 
III lit 1 sjiait ol estdb 
ih< < uneswho an mak 
in|L St u ils foi TV Vash 
(.1)), 1 I Slivam Bentgal 
SitidMiira Kundan 
h ih aie ill tuirtntly in 
)ht d with out pioictt oi 
Ik oiIk I Shakti Samantd 
I )o IS workiiit in Ardhdn 
/,tni shilt I ( Mthi 1 
mol lit 1 bit iiamt in the 
I’ni indii ii\ 1 making 
\ in irlie tiijl (siil/ai 
I \ I Unit till stiipt till 
\ i 1 i)< II /'jinorfi/ 

M (I t i which will iidvt 
H< 1 i Mai m m tlie It ad 

< 1 lid *■ 1 V tilt Rai s 

, I (I which IS to bt 
() tilled 1' liissoii Saiidip 
will Viitfi Ballet lee Oni 
Run Old III Sitciam 
1 df’ti 1 'n now well 
known he I h ii Kaour is 
( ( 111 iiif tppioval toi 
*1 ' o lift in a list 

si I tu It! Old M dll sh 
I li I’ I t It oniplt tirif, his 
I K t i! h t I \ 

I II no i ii iiif w ilh 
t I d I < on in|L i him 
1 ; I I lib 11 amts 


The Small 
Screen 


i t is not long before Ados 
Pados too will be re 
moved from prime time 
viewing Meanwhile, Its 
director Sai Paranjpye, is 
already busy with another 
serial Ddddgin Sai’s 
j daughter Ashwini and 
I anothei actor Apt Pal 
(who has all cady been 
s< t n by TV viewers in 
I Idhat Ud/iat 1 play neigh 
hours who fall in love, pro 
voking the wrath of their 
. patents Like most of Sal’s 
ventures this too is a com 
I tdy and the hilarious 
antics of the couple’s 
grandpaients, when they 
ns to intervene on behalf 
I of tht youngsters are sure 
I to keep television audi 
cnees enraptured 

I ^ 

T^hough Barrister Vinod 
' I and Kdrdtnchdnd are 
both sleuths whose job r 
to solve mvstery murder 



% 


Vj s'* 
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Is mi I (.am n and Shirna/ Patel m lanam 



A still fl-otti a forthcoming serial, Karamcband 


plots for television view 
ers, there could be no two 
personalities more diffe 
rent from each other 
While Barrister Vinod, 
portrayed byPankshar 
Sahani, is a suave, de 
bonair detective, who has 
a streak of James Bond in 
him, Karamcband is just 
the opposite sloppy 
shabbily dressed, forget 
ful, and one who will not 
even command a second 
glance Pankaj Kapoor 
who IS playing the role of 
this refreshingly human 
character, is a veteran 
stage actor and has also 
acted in a couple of films 
including Mrinal Sen’s 
Khandahar and Kundan 
Shah’s Jaane Bhi Do 
Yaaro 

r eh Jo Hai Zindagi’s 
phenomenal success 
has led many an enterpris 
ing filmmaker to cash in 
on the trend setting serial 
MThen Shaft Inamdar 
walked out of the prog 
ramme, an advertisement 
filmmaker got Shaft to do 
a double rolefor acommer 
aal spot on vests And to 
mak^ the most of it, it was 
even slotted for viewing 
just before the serial A 
couple of filmmakers have 
signed on Shaft and Swar- 
oop Sampat to play hus 
band and wife in their 


films Anothei producer 
has gone a step further 
and cast Shafi Swaroop 
and Rakesh Bcdi in then 
TV serial loUs 

W ith moic and moie 
filmstars hopping on 
TO the TV St 1 lal band 
wagon they have brought 
along with them the one 
pi oblem that plagued the 
film industry and was a 
banc for tht directors 
that ol securing shooting 
dates Ihemaktisof Yeh 
Jo Hai /inddgi and Idhat 
Udhdr wet e the first to get 
a taste of the actoi s’ pre 
dilection when Shafi In 
amdar and Ravi Baswani 
opted out of the serials, 
due to then film commit 
ments Now, another direc 
tor, Amu Khanna, finds 
himself without a female 
lead for his serial, 
Chhaapte Chhaapte The 
plot, which deals with the 
rivalries between two 
newspaper organisations, 
has been in the pipeline 
for a long time The pilot 
project, which was okayed 
by Doordarshan, was shot 
with Kanwaljeet and San 
ka, as at that time theu 
film careers had virtually 
come to a standstill But 
Amu soon found out that 
Sareeka had signed on a 
film and could no longer 
be available. 
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He thought he'd be vvotcWrt®! 
a TV programme on RcM ♦ ^ 
Shanker But suddenly, tt^Mps 
os though Rovi Shanker hdd 
sat down in his veiy living Wplfe 
and started to play And the 
experience was so phenomeh 
nal, he just had to pin In. 
on the table *| 

That's what hapipens wWi a ^ 
Sears TV The images are so ® 
clear, they seem To fili your -m 
room The colours so alive, yoOT 
want to reach out ond touch 
them And the voices so real, 
you find yourself replying 
Or singing along' , 

Sears Colour TV. Bringing you 
advanced international t^h- 
nology Quality that is closely 
monitored at every stoge of 
manufacture And a peifor- 
mance so exquisitely perfected 
that it becomes herd to fell 
the pxbgramme from real life! 
Wouldn't you love some real 
life entertainment'? Today' 

When it happens - 
on o Sears TV, 
it happens to you.^ 
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123 A/3 Lotttee Bridge Rood < 
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And no 
two monionts 
will OVO! 

b(.' ihe same 



VARIETY/Scif;nci 


Nature’s Seismologists 


S oviet scientists are set¬ 
ting up their first bio- 
siesmological centre to • 

predict earthquakes. This S S m 

centre will be a part of the /I 

Institute of Seismology at l/»lf lA 

the Kazakh Academy of F ' ^ 

Sciences. Prof.Pavel Mari- 
kovsky said scientists here 
will study mountain bur¬ 
row animals, birds, ants and marmots to monitor their 
reactions to electromagnetic waves, electric fields, gas 
smells and other factors associated with earthquakes. At 
the same time the researchers hope to discover which 
organs specific animals use to identify geophysical 
forces. Prof. Marikovsky feels that animals make good 
earthquake “watchdogs” because they hear and feel the 
sounds preceding earth tremors, which human beings 
can detect only v/ith the help of sophisticated equip¬ 
ment. Meanwhile, at the Soviet Institute of High Press¬ 
ure Physics, scientists are creating “mini-quakes” by 
using a press developing a force up to 50.000 tons in 
order to evolve bettei earthquake prediction techni- 


Lead: A Status Symbol 

I nsight into the lives of 

black and white colonial f . A 

Americans has come from \ J 

an unusual source- the \ j / 

lead in skeletons. Accord- J V y/'y / 

ing to a team of resear- - ^ ^ 

chers based at the Uni- t 

versity of Minnesota, the I j'A C-^ ) 

Smithsonian Institution in / y ^ ( 

Washington D.C. and the * • 

Research Centre for Archaeology, Virginia, the lead 
content in bones excavated from burial grounds reflects 
on the social and occupational status of the individuals. 
Today, lead enters our bodies from motor 
exhausts or drinking water that has come into contact 
With old lead pipes The average lead burden is 36 
micrograms in an individual. But, according to Dr 
Aufderheide, this figure was often exceeded among the 
people of colonial America. This was because of expo¬ 
sure to lead-glazed ceramic and pewter containers used 
for storage, preparation and serving of food and bever¬ 
ages. But only the affluent could have access to these. 


The Search for a Vaccine 

A ccording to a report published in the British journal 
Nature, scientists have successfully grown all of the 
genes of the leprosy bacteria in the laboratory, prepar¬ 
ing the way for a fresh assault against the disease. The 
research, which is being done by scientists of the 
Whitehead Institute of Biomedical Research and its 
affiliate Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cam¬ 
bridge, should lead to a screening test for early diagnosis 
and treatment of leprosy. It can also provide a test for 
evaluating the effectiveness of the treatment of patients 
who already have the disease. 


Curse or Allergy? 

S oon after the tomb of Pharaoh Tutankhamen was 
discovered near Luxor, Egypt in November 1922, 
two dozen explorers who had entered it died. Dr 
Caroline Stenger-Phillipe argues that organic subst¬ 
ances including fruits and vegetables, left in the tomb by 
the ancient Egyptians, decayed over the centuries, 
created moulds and later organic dust in air-tight 
chambers. She states that the deaths were caused by 
allergic alveolitis, an allergic reaction to the mould and 
inflammation oi air chambers in the lungs, causing 
pulmonary insufficiency 


The Brain: Growing Constantly 

T he myth that the brain 

stops developing when \ 

old age sets in has been ( \ 

exploded by a professor of 1 I 

physiology and anatomy, / •iA j 

Prof. Marian Diamond of / / 

the University of Califor- 1 I 

nia, Berkeley, USA. The \ 

brain continues to develop 
and grow if it is stimulated ' 

by intellectual activity in the form of. say travel or 
puzzles, he says. Prof Diamond maintains that the 
cerebral cortex, the layer of nerve cells on the surface of 
the brain, responds positively in an intellectual environ¬ 
ment and begins to make new connections with other 
cells. In a study. Prof. Diamond has outlined how rats, 
which were 767 days old (the human equivalent of 75 
years), were stimulated with toys, mazes, ladders and 
wheels. These rats lived until they were 904 days old and 
their cortex had thickened, a sign that the brain cells 
had increased in dimension. 


Comfortable Coats 

S cientists have for long 
been working on a 
waterproof coating for gar- 
ments which, besides \ / 

keeping out raindrops will > Z, \ / \ A 

also allow watei vapour / I \ 

from the body to get out. / / 1 

And finally, researchers at / / j- I 1 

the Shirley Institute in f | 0 I | 

Manchester, England have ' 

tome up with what may be the ultimate in “breathe- 
through” waterproof clothing. The pores of this new 
fabric are much smaller than the pores in the conven¬ 
tional waterproofs. Normally, air, oxygen, nitrogen, 
water and carbon dioxide pass through the pores of the 
waterproof fabric at a very slow rate. Now, the resear¬ 
chers have found a way of speeding the passage of these 
vapours: they have attached special chemical groupings 
to the fabric which drive on the water molecules. The 
difference in humidity between the damp sweaty air 
inside the garment and drier air outside also transmits 
water vapour more rapidly than conventional micro- 
pores. 
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FAYOURITE 8MAU INVESTIIIENT UMITED 

From rags to riches 


f he saving money begets 
money has never been held in 
doubt l)y anybody anywhere in the 
woi Id There is however someone 
who stands out as a glaring excep¬ 
tion tor the financ lal empire at his 
command today was built on his 
unflinching faith in man and m 
God and not on money 
At .in age when most young men 
were dreaming ot a prosperous 
Ilk N Dey was engaged m a bitter 
slruggk' for survival From ped 
cllmg fountain pens to hawking 
vests and liriefs on the footpaths of 
rale utta to taking up priv ate tutions 
he toed his hand at an\ thing 
and everything With lime his 
fortunes statfc'd l( oking up The 
period ] 94 ~' 49 saw him assisting 
the lt.gend<ar\ f’ C Barooah in 
making films But ho long- 





I ^ irt 


Jr A/ / ■<*- 

Mr N. Dey. Founder and Managing Director 


cherished dream of making it big 
as a film technician crashed when 
the films flopped at the box otfic c 
N Dey was back to square one 
1 his however failed to dampen his 


spirits I he born entrepreneur that 
he was he soon brought out a 
maga/ine Rekha O-Bani His 
venture mr t with limited success 
All this time he had been smart- 


Pruposed New Building 'FAVOURITE BHAWAN' 83, Park Street, Calcutta 






/'■[a 





♦s. y 



amm- '■ 








nnJUr- 


■' -nv’ . 




P.*' 




V :.iis!Avi;fiJ»‘RT4.''..-AfP 


68 









BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST MARCH, 1984 


Previouiyear I LIABILITIES 


Current year | Previous year I ASSETS 


Rs P 


1 52 326 SHARE CAPITAL 1,52,326 27 77,80,118 FIXED ASSETS 


15 72,765 RESERVES 

AND 
SURPLUS 

6 01 95 092 CURRENT 

LIABILITI¬ 
ES AND 
PROVISI 
ONS 


17,88,490 05 3,49,47,692 INVESTMENTS 


8,26,52,994 46 1,91,92,373 CURRENT 

ASSETS 

LOANS 

AND 

ADVANCES 


Current year 


95,70,578 25 


4,96,93,219 06 


2,53 30,013 47 


6 19 20 183 


8,45,93 810 78 6,19,20 183 


8 45 93,810 78 


ing to do something more positive 
and on a much larger scale Pre¬ 
vious exijerience had shown him 
the necessity of saving for the rainy 
season and N Dey thought that 
this would be the best way to be of 
some use to his countrymen Came 
1971 and along with a few rela¬ 
tives and friends, he took the 
plunge Favourite Small Invest 
nent was bore The journey at the 
beginning was not smooth, in fact 
there were problems—one follow¬ 
ing another Yet nothing could 
deter these men whose ceaseless 
endeavour have yielded fruit to¬ 
day The success of the company 
can be gauged from the fat t that 
from a paltry 200 certificate hol¬ 
ders in 1973, the number has risen 
to a mind-boggling 40,000,00 in 
just 14 years With a network of 
263 branches throughout the 
country the company today has a 
working force of 7 000,00 out of 
which 4,00 000 are fully depen- 



Maturity payment towards 
certificate holders. 

1982- 83 : 1,11,90,708 

1983- 84:1,93,74,255 

1984- 85 :2,30,00,000 

(approx.) 


dent on Favourite for their liveli¬ 
hood 

Where does the success of 
Favourite lie? As Mr N Dey, now 
the Managing Director puts it, "In 
addition to the many schemes or 
policies that we have introduced. 


we offer door-to-door service to 
our clients We visit the remotest 
village where even today the Life 
Insurance Corporation or banks 
are unheard of Moreover we have 
been able to convince the people 
of our bonafides Ours is an open 
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Favourite 

at a glance 

1 Established 

9th February 1971. 

2 Founder and Managing Mr N. Dey 

Director 

3 Deposit with banks 
(as on 31st March 1984) 

Rs 4,98,40,868.03 

4 Number of Branches 

263 

5 Number of field force 

7,000,00 (Approx) 

6 Number of Certificates sold 

40,000,00 (Approx) 

7 Number of Offices Owned 

12 

8 Number of Staff 

3834 


business Despite many financial 
institutions that had sprung up 
overnight and vanished suddenly, 
people's faith on us has remained 
intact' How was the investor's 
mone> secure? "The safety of the 
money is beyond all doubt for the 
simple reason that under the ex¬ 
isting laws we cannot invest any¬ 
where but in banks only " Was he 
sure his company would never be 
on the run? "Our assets itself can 
take care of all our deposits," said 
Mr Dey with a fair account of pride 
in his voice It is here that he 
became somewhat overcome with 
emotion He recollected the days 
when debtors were after him, 
when he was unable to pay his 
staff, when the daily collection 
was a meagre Rs 45/- Today he 
rightly boasts of paying his staff 
better than most of his competi¬ 
tors His logic is simple, "If you 
underpay your men they tend to 
become dishonest " Mr Dey had a 
surprise for us when he said that he 
was in favour of Government con¬ 
trol and would welcome nationa¬ 
lisation He was quick to add that 
this should not be interpreted as a 
weakness since 60% of his cus¬ 
tomers have reinvested their 
money The c lient list is on the 
increase because of so many 
schemes introduced by the com¬ 
pany—schemes aimed at the mid¬ 
dle class and the poor It is be¬ 
cause of this that loans are given at 
simple interest while the money 
invested in banks is deposited as 
fixed deposit which would earn 
interest at compound rate Of all 
the schemes, the Group Insurance 
Scheme for 5 to 10 years has been 
the most popular and so has been 
the Janata policy The biggest facil¬ 
ity offered by Favourite however is 
that no policy lapses totally even if 
there IS a break m paying the 
premiums 

There are yet certain unique 
features about Favourite Despite 
being the founder of the company, 
Mr Dey has no relatives—some¬ 
thing very unusual in these days of 
favouritism and nepotism.Moreov¬ 
er all the directors have been 
elevated to their present positions 
from field officers. Mr Dey thinks 
this creates a feelmg of attachment 


both with the company as well as 
with the colleagues We told him 
that he never donates even for a 
noble cause "Why should I," Mr 
Dey put a counter question "The 
money isn't mine and so I have no 
right to squander it " 

Favourite also holds the unique 
record in that way back in 1975 it 
was the first Indian financial com¬ 
pany whose Managing Director's 


fee and other allowances were 
approved by the Under Secretary 
to the President 
The greatest achievement of 
Favourite lies in its opening up of 
new vistas of rural economy Mot 
only have the rural poor benefitted 
immensly but they have also be¬ 
come conscious to a noble 
cause—one of participating in the 
economic development of the 
country 


Growth of Favourite Small 


investment Ltd. 650 crores 
FaceValue 

race value croresi 


270 crores 


95 crores 


60 crores 


30 crores 


1980 


1981 


jm. 


1983 


1984 


198 $ 


* 
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MVinmiTE SMALL INVESTMENT UMITED 


Si^lfit^lik:^ of Saving 
The 'Favourite' Way 


One of the great hindrance in 
the economy of any developing 
country is the slow rate of capital 
accumulation. Therefore the im¬ 
portance of small savings is great 
and far-reaching. 

Savings and investmwt isthe i 
key to national progress. In pri¬ 
vate or,family life savings brings m 
happiness as also comfort and 
guarantees against uncertain days 
of the future. Even ants feel the 
necessity of savings—so that the 
want of someday may not para¬ 
lyse them. All seasons are not 
sunny in a man's life and he has 
to face winter inevitably.,As such 
one must have savings.(qf.thg ., 
futufc or else he my,st T!;ie 






Mr Oris Lindo, Minislier of AgfltUKur*!, Meghalaya; Mr N. Oeyand Mr R, Khaitan AdLA Vv.B. (Left to Right) 

at the 14th anniv^rsdry cdfebration at Netaji Indoor Stadium ———— 



\m' ■ ' 


M«i AimiVERSARY 



.iMITED 
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consequences. 

The small savings drive since 
its very inception has been ex¬ 
ecuted in a large measure through 
the post office saving banks. 
However of late there has been a 
spurt in non-bankmg saving orga¬ 
nisations. From the economic 
point of view all such organisa¬ 
tions help the Government. 

More, such companies solve a 
part of the unemployment prob¬ 
lem. Taking all aspects into con¬ 
sideration these companies there¬ 
fore are doing their best in the 
interest of the people and the 
Government. Foremost among 
such companies is Favourite 
Small Investment Ltd. Through 
the persistent effort of its field 
officers and workers the company 
have made the people conscious 
regarding small savings by oper- 


Special Benefit 
to Certificate 
Holders 

1) Janata Personal Benefit Acci¬ 
dent Insurance. 

The erstwhile arrangement for 
giving benefit to the Certificate 
holders of Free Insurance 
against death caused by acci¬ 
dent with G.I.C. (A Govern¬ 
ment of India undertaking) has 
been extended to 5 years in 
certain cases and the quantum 
of such benefit now available 
is Rs 15000/- for individual 
Certificate holders. 

2) Group Personal Accident In¬ 
surance 

The erstwhile arrangement for 
extending the benefit of Free 
Insurance against death 
caused by accident with 
G I C IS now available in 
certain cases till maturity . 

3) Gramm Accident Insurance 
The erstwhile arrangement for 
extending the benefit with 
G.I.C. to the Certificate hol¬ 
ders has been introduced. 
Under this scheme a benefit of 
Rs 6,000 will be paid to the 
individual certificate holder 

<t>on death caused by accident. 



Mr. N. Oey with Mr. Khurshed Alam Khan, Minister of State for External Affairs 


ating in the remote corners of the 
country where the Life Insurance 
Corporation or banks are not 
heard of even today. The 
achievements and performance 
of the company in the field of 
mobilisation of small savings for 
productive investments have 
gone a long way towards socio¬ 
economic amelioration of India. 

It has inculcated the habit of thrift 
on a mass scale and is rendering 
yeoman's service to the country 
by adding value to something 
which, indirectly speaking, may 
be of insignificant value. But col¬ 
lected together and properly 
directed these small driblets of 
individaul savings have come to 
constitute a major catalytic agent 
in setting the pace and pattern of 
our development and diversifica¬ 
tion in different spheres to pull 


out the economy from the present 
level of poverty and underde¬ 
velopment. It IS rightly said that 
small drops of water make a 
mighty ocean. Similarly small 
doses of private saving add up to 
a sizeable amount to meet finan¬ 
cial needs of capital of a country 
like ours where capital is both 
short as well as shy 

In a developing economy like 
ours which is riding on the wing¬ 
ed horse of inflation, small bor¬ 
rowings are certainly useful in 
some measure to combat the 
growing inflationary pressure. 
Favourite Small Investment Ltd 
deserves full throated apprecia¬ 
tion for discovering talents of our 
young men and women in a 
highly challenging, useful and 
rewarding job. 
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TODAY'S SAVINGS 
TOMORROW'S BENEFIT 
SO WE HAVE TAKEN 
SHELTER OF FAVOURITE 




Get a certificate from Favourite. 

It Guarantees you a worry-free future. 

Be a member of the Favourite Team itself. 

^FAVOURITE 

Small Investment Ltd. 

Head Office & Registered Office 83, Park Street, Calcutta 700016. 
Phone 24-6653 / 29-3488. 

Founder and Managing Director-N. Dey 
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VARIETY/Sundaywf.ek 

BEGINNING 25 AUGUST 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


ARIES (IS April—14 May) This 
IS a favourable period for 
marriage negotiations An 
unexpected lourney lies in 
store for you Peace will reign 
at home Speculative ventures will yield 
good results, some of you may receive 
money or property through unexpected 
sources Professionals are likely to get a 
promotion Businessmen will make steady 
progress Keep a sharp eye on your health 
Good dates; 25. 27 and 28 
Lucky numbers; 2. 5 and 6 
Favourable direction; North 


LEO (15 Au 0 ust—14 Septeffl' 
ber) This is a bright period for 
all concerned Professionals 
and businessmen will make 
steady progress Friends and 
relatives will keep you occupied this week 
Politicians and lawyers will also find this 
period favourable On the financial front, 
some of you will gam money or property 
through inheritance Those above 50 
should keep a vigilant eye on their health 
Good dates; 26, 28 and 30 
Lucky numbers; i 4 and 5 
Favourable direction; North-east 







SAGITTARIUS (IS Dacam- 
, bar—14 January) Financially, 
I this IS a good period you can 
I make fresh investments 
I Professionals and business- 
meri will make steady progress However, 
th s IS not a favourable week for lovers try 
and avoid unnecessary arguments Your 
health too will bother you throughout this 
phase The domestic front will remain 
peaceful 

Good dates; 25. 29 and 31 

Lucky numbers' 4 6 and 8 
Favourable direction; South 


TAURUS (15 May—14 June) 

This IS a favourable period for 
students Your domestic 
problems will be solved this 
week A letter from a long 
lost friend will bring good tidings Your 
health will improve markedly Sportsmen 
will come out with flying colours in com¬ 
petitions Be prepared for setbacks on the 
financial front you may have to borrow 
money to tide over this period 
Good dates; 26, 28 and 29 
Lucky numbers; 4, 6 and 8 
Favourable direction; South 


VIRGO (15 Saptambar—14 
October) A lucky period for 
creative artists and writers 
Businessmen should not 
hesitate to undertake risky 
deals Professionals will also make steady 
headway a promotion cannot be ruled out 
Love and marriage are well signified On 
the financial front gams from an unex¬ 
pected source are m store for your A 
pleasure trip is m the offmg 
Good dates; 25, 27 and 29 
Lucky numbers; 2 7 and 9 
Favourable direction; South-west 


CAPRICORN (IS January-14 
Fsbruafy) The stars foretell a 
bleak period Guard against 
deception One of your close 
friends will be working to 
embarrass you Lovers are advised to 
postpone matrimonial plans The r conomic 
front IS eoually disheartening you may find 
yourself steeped m debts Taka care of 
your diet as your health will steadily de¬ 
teriorate 

Good dates' 26 27 and 28 

Lucky numbers; 1 6 and 7 
Favourable direction North west 





GEMINI (15 June—14 July) For 

those of you who are unem- 
® 'i A'l ployed there are bright 
I chances that you will find a 

U—)ob this week Professionals 
will get better opportunities Youi financial 
prospects are not too bad However, 
businessmen will face a difficult time At 
home, you will be called upon to shoulder 
additional responsibilities You may fall ill 
this week 

Good dates; 27. 29 and 30 

Lucky numberr 1, 3 and 4 
Favourable direction; East 


LIBRA (15 October—14 
November) This is the ideal 
time to solve legal problems 
Friends will prove very help 
ful Lovers can go ahead with 
marriage plans Artists and sportsmen are 
likely to achieve recognition Businessmen 
will find this phase favourable but they 
should avoid risky financial deals Profes 
sionals especially those m government 
service, will prosper 
Good dates; 29. 30 and 31 
Lucky numbers; 3, 5 and 7 
Favourable direction; North 


AQUARIUS (15 February—14 
March) A lucky weoK for stu¬ 
dents and those unem¬ 
ployed While students may 
get a chance to study m 
prestigious institutions |obs are in the 
offmg for those unemployed Friends and 
relatives will be of great help The domestic 
front will remain peaceful Women may 
receive expensive gifts such as clothing 
and jewellery 

Good dales; 25. 26 and 30 

Lucky numbers; 3 4 and 9 
Favourable direction’ West 




CANCER (15 July-14 August) 

The week is extremely lucky 
for those in service a promo- 
tion or a posting to a place of 
your choice is in the offing 
Businessmen will also bag lucrative deals 
The domestic front will remain peaceful and 
your financial prospects will look up Stu¬ 
dents are advised to make full use of the 
opportunities that come their way Do not 
neglect your health 
Good dales- 28 30 and 31 
Lucky numbers; 5 8 and 9 
Favourable direction; West 


SCORPIO (IS November—14 
December) This is a week of 
mixed fortunes Lovers are 
advised to postpone their 
plans for the time being Your 
financial prospects are not very bright 
Domestic problems will worry you through¬ 
out the week but do not lose patience 
However, you will make steady progress 
on the professional front Businessmen will 
also find the period favourable 
Good dates; 26. 27 and 28 
Lucky numbers; 2, 4 and 6 
Favourable direction; West 


PISCES (15 March—14 April) 

Lovers will find this phase 
extremely favourable Sin¬ 
gers and performing artistes 
will win rare honours Those 
in service have bright chances of going 
abroad Businessmen can go ahead with 
expansion plans If you have legal prob- 
loms pertaining to property this is the right 
time to pursue them At home, your chil¬ 
dren will be a source of joy 
Good dates; 28, 29 and 31 
Lucky numbers; 1. 5 and 7 
Favourable direction; South-east 




For those bom bettween IS August and 14 September; 

You like to maintain cordial relations with everybody without getting deeply involved emotionally You are often misunderstood 
because of your self-centredness However, many people admire you from ^ distance You have a high opinion of yourself Those 
born during this period should maintain self-respect without becoming arrogant Basically you are full of healthy optimism and 
possess a warm, sympathetic heart You have a flair for adventure and love to travel Women born under this sign make great social- 

workers 
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VARIETY 


This India 



GIRIDIH A prisoner tied to a tree, or 
I the leg of a table or cot, with a police 
constable standing on guard is a com 
mon sight at the Ahilpur police station 
which has not had a lock up for many 
years The police barrack is in a school 
room while the police station is housed 
in a revenue department building 
Constables have to walk for 15 km 
before boat ding a bus to bring the 
accused to the police station— The 
Times of India (S M Mehta, New 
j Delhi) 

I MADRAS A btave fourth standard 
boy, who was kidnapped from his 
school in Adyar recently, gave the slip 
to the gang members when they 
parked their car neai a tea stall in 
Besantnagar The police said that the 
boy was whisked away when he was 
going to the toilet in his school in 
Gandhinagar around 1 30 pm It was 
I about 7 pm when the car stopped neai 
I a tea stall The boy quietlv slipped out 
and ran all the way to Adyar He was 
I sighted by the school watchman who 
arranged to send him home— The Hin 
I du (V A Sriramloo Madras) 


SHIMOGA The municipal authorities 
seized a large quantity of adulterated 
butter following complaints from con 
sumers Some people from nearby vil 
lages were selling butter in Gandhi 
Bazar when the municipal health offic 
er, acting on the complaints he had 
received, rushed to the bazar along 
with his staff He took 20 sellers into 
custody but they were later let off 
after they had taken a pledge in front 
of Basava’s statue not to indulge in 
adulteration in future The entire 



quantity of adulterated butter was 
poured on the statue— Deccan Even 
ing Herald (P Mohanraj, Bangalore) 

TRIVANDRUM February has only 29 
days even in a leap year But for the 
imaginative few who fabricate muster 
rolls of labourers employed by the 
National Rural Employment Program 
me (NREP), February has 31 days The 
auditor general of India found that in 
the muster rolls of NREP, Kerala, 
labourers were shown as engaged for 
execution of work on “unreal dates” 
such as 31 September 1981 and 29, 30 
and 31 February 1982— Indian 

Express (M Udayakumar, Tnvan 
drum) 

MANDYA Part of a public road at 
Kikkeri village in Mandya district has 
been sold off without the knowledge of 
the higher authorities The sale was 
effected by none other than the village 
panchayat which converted part of the 
road as a site, off the Mysore Hassan 
highway The sale deed file was later 
forwarded to the Mandya deputy com 
missioner for approval According to 
maps on the area, the land sold has 
been used as a road since 1882 The 
road links Gangenahalli and Kikken 
The farmers of Gangenahalli who were 
using the road are now facing difficul 
ties in reaching their lands and vil 
lages— Indian Express (M R 

Jayapiakash, Bangaloie^ 

BANGALORE Bangalore is part of 
Tamil Nadu in the Vatican records 
Kannada Catholic Association vice 
president J R Pereira told newsmen 
that some “fanatic priests” had man 
aged to record Bangalore as part of 
Tamil Nadu by giving a Tamil name to 
the city’s Aarogya Maate Maha De 
valaya (a church) Vatican priests who 
did not know much about Indian 
geography had believed the version of 
the Tamil priests He said his associa 
tion had written to the Pope about the 
factual error— Indian Express (R 
Agrawdl, Bangalore) 

NEW DELHI Ever heard of a dead 
person giving radio commentary’ The 
All India Radio has at least one such 
sports commentatoi in their panel for 
this year In reply to a question by Mr 
Piiya Ranjan Das Munshi in the Lok 
Sabha recently, the minister of state 
for information and broadcasting. Mi 
V N Gadgil, while giving the names of 
radio commentators, included the 
name of T N Lau in the panel for the 
cuirent year Lau died in March last 
yeai According to Mr Gadgil, Lau is 
appioved by AIR for commenting on 
hockey, football and badminton— Indi 
an Express (Amarjeet Singh Bhatia, 
Dehradun) 


Without Comment 


(It IS ) a victory for the people of 
Assam—L K Advani, BJP general 
secretary, on the Assam accord 

A happy augury for the unity and 
solidarity of the nation—Dr 
Farooq Abdullah 


One more feather in the Pnme 
Minister’s cap—N T Rama Rao 



The whole thing (Assam agree 
ment) is absurd—Jyoti Basu 

It IS a very happy news—Ramak 
rishna Hegde, Karnataka CM 

A welcome development —Sharad 
Pawar, Congress(S) president 

The finest Independence Day 
gift—AK Antony Congress! I) 
general secretary, in Indian 
Expi ess 

The pragmatic approach by both 
the Prime Ministei and the Assam 
movement leadership has contri 
buted in at riving at a solution in a 
spirit of give and take—Iditonal 
in The Assam Tribune 

It seems strange that the govern 
ment should be so keen on collect 
ing voters fiom those ireas where 
It has seldom succeeded in col 
lecting revenue—Editorial in The 
Sentinel, voicing concern about 
the possibility of alien voters 
finding their way into the elector 
al rolls 

The Prime Minister has been as 
good as his word—Cditoiial in 
The Telegraph, on the signing of 
the Assam accord 

Again, as in Punjab, this is every 
body’s victory and nobody’s loss— 
Editorial in Indian Express 
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BY SHAMLU DUOEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


What’s in a Word? 



Do these pictures make youi mouth water’ Look 
again, and they may What item of food does each object 
remind you of’ 


Blockbuster 



A, E, E, G, I, K, P, R, S, S 


Eill III the letters given above into the squares of the 
. blank pyiamid so that these form eight foui letter words 
I reading downwaids 


Mind Bender 

Here is a real brain twister Match name of a part of 
the body from column 1 to a word fiom column II to make 
a familiar compound word or phrase For example, HIP 
and FLASK combine to give you HIP FLASK You may 
find some words from Column 11 fitting in with words 
from Column I, but use the more common of the two 
combinations 


COLUMN I 

COLUMN 11 

Arm 

Ache 

Back 

Band 

Cheek 

Bone 

Finger 

Bleaker 

Foot 

Candy 

Head 

Flask 

Hip 

Line 

Jaw 

Piece 

Leg 

Polish 

Lip 

Prmt 

Mouth 

Rest 

Nail 

Service 

Neck 

Spinner 

Palm 

Step 

Skeleton 

Stick 

Tooth 

Waters 


Shape Sleuth 





Dot-to-dot with a difference' I expect you have gues 
sed who the person in this picture is If you join the dots, 
beginning at the A inside a small square and proceed 
along a certain direction, you will get a famous quote by 
this pel son 
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TEASERS 


Really? 


1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

9 

/O 

/; 

/3 

79 
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Wit Sharpener 


Eyeball Bender 




■n 

■ha 



Here is a different sort of a magic square! It looks 
ordinary enough' just numbers from 1 to 16, and 
numbers in rows and columns don’t even add up to the 
same total! 

Just try this little trick. Fold the square along the lines 
in any manner whatsoever, holding the square facing 
you. Get it to the size of one small square. Now cut off all 
I the edges so that the 16 squares are all separate. 
Carefully, without disturbing the position of the squares, 
pick up the ones with the numbers hidden (or all the 
face-down squares). The number will be always 68! Can 
you guess (without calculating) what the sum of the 
numbers on the face-up squares will be? 


Do you see this as steps leading down to a small bath 
or an arrangement of blocks? It’s not as simple as it 
seems. How many blocks in this shape’ 

Solutions to last week’s Teasers: 

Figure it Out: Number 3. 

Shape Sleuth: 


Four friends grew up together, but had varying 
interests in life. Mac Soni wanted to become an astro¬ 
naut, but Rana Stout was inclined towards a masonic 
career. N. Akber wished to receive acclaim as a musi¬ 
cian, and Muni Sica wanted to become a banker. 

Man proposes, God disposes. Their interests had 
rubbed off on each other, and each one of them ended up 
with a job which he hadn’t aspired for. Also, while no 
two friends had the same vocation, each had a job which 
one of the others had originally wanted. Based upon the 
following clues, can you say what each one became; 
1. Rana and the banker played golf together over 

1 weekends. 

2. Mac cooked for the whole week on Sundays, and did 
his shopping and washing on Saturdays. He loved indoor 
games. 

1 3. The musician disliked golf, but was an avid tennis 
I player. 

1 ■ ■ _ ■ 

SUNDAY .S- A.kiiiSi im> 



Party Piffle: 


□DOQCIQQ 

QOBDCmil 

qdbbdbd 
□DaDdOD 
nmmmn 
BDQBDODI 


Look Again: Number 3 because it is the only right hand. 
A-maze>ing Journey: The airport is closer. 
Witdiarpener: 201 



















Consider: The Times of India 
daily offers you excellent coverage 
with prime English readership in West 
and north, through its Bombay, 
Ahmedabad, Delhi and Lucknow 
Editions. And, through associate 
agreements, Jaipur and Bangalore as 
well. 

The Economic Times, as India's 
leading financial daily, gives you the 
business and professional readership 
in Bombay, Delhi and Calcutta. The 
Maharashtra Times gives you 
Maharashtra and parts of Goa, while 
the navbharat Times gives you Delhi 
and the surrounding north, with the 
advantage of a substantial Bombay 
readership. Add to that the national 
magazines that cover most interest 
groups, and you'll understand just 
how far we can take you. 

WUb that kind of a reach, it's no 
wonder The Times of india Group 
la the backbone of any media 
plan. 

The Times of India 
Group of Pubiications 



VARIETY 


Ciiiss 


Soviet defector Lev Albert scored s 
remsrkable victory in the 1984 US Closed 
Championship, winning by a clear margin 
of VA points and including no fewer than 
9 wins in his 17 games, the kind of 
performance which has been virtually 
unknown since the heady days of Bobby 
Fischer. 

The most curious feature of his result 
was that whereas in previous champion¬ 
ships the field had queued up to besh his 
beloved Alekhine Defence, this time round 
only one dared to challenge him - and 
lost. 

Alburt has his own specialised, intricate 
and very tricky repertoire and an example 
of how quickly the unsuspecting can come 
to grief is illustrated by the following 


to grief 
massacre 


Whits: J. Benjamin. Black: L. Alburt. Volga 
Gambit. US Championship 1964. 

1 N-KB 3 2 P-OB 4 P-QB 4 

3 P--Q 5 P-ON 4 4 PxP P-aR 3 

SP-^ 

Accepted as one of White's most solid 
choices, denying Black the extra develop¬ 
ment of 5 PxP BxP. 


Alburt (Blaclc) to movo 

ijp'in..n 

hahahabT 
^ip HAH H 
B 

pi M A M mm 

|ii a oAO 

Bonjamin (WhKa) 


S ... B-M 2 B N-QB 3 O-IWIT 

7 B- 4 ]t 2 0 -N 3 

A highly original way of organising play 
against White's OP. If 8 P-IC4 PxP 9 BxP 
NxKP' 

8 0 -N 3 PxP 9 BxP P-K 3 
iqp-K 4 

Little could White have suspected what is 
about to befall him. 


The Bulletin at the CAC Championship In 
Venezuela ran a Horror Story Competition. 
One of the entries (reported in the IBPA 
Bulletin) concerned these North-South 
hands: 


«5led 


♦ K1073 
BP O 10 5 3 

♦ - 

♦ A J963 


BRLIXil: 




This was the biddirrg: 



♦ 5 

South 

West 

North 

East 

BP8 

14 

14 

24 

24 

♦ AQ J 1086 

No 

No 

34 

No 

4 K Q 8 4 2 

3NT 

No 

44 

No 

4NT 

No 

64 

No 


64 

No 

No 

No 


North's Three Spades was poor (better 
Five Clubs) and South's 4NT horrible for 
various reasons. West led a club and East 
followed suit. How should South play? 
How many diamonds should he ruff early 
on? Think it out. This was the full hand: 


QUESTIONS 

1. What do the following have in com¬ 
mon Leonard Bernstein, Mstjslav 
Rostropovich, Leopold Stokowski 
and Zubin Mehta? 

2. Where in India is the Victoria Hall 
Museum? 

3. What is a biodegradable? 

4. The Jolly Topir, Malle Bobbe and 
The Laughing Cavalier are paintings 
by which famous Dutch painter? 


Quiz 

7. The Achaemenid dynasty ruled over 
which country? 

8. A delicate balance, Seascape, Tiny 
Alice and Who's afraid of Virginia 
Woolf are the works of a famous 
American playwright. Name him. 

9. In Greek m^hology, who is the 
brother of Zeus and the god of the 
underworld? 

10. What do the initials UNRISO stand 
for? 

11. Madagascar, Mauritius, Zanzibar 


5. Name the Polish-born French scien¬ 
tist who was awarded a Nobel Prize 
in physics (or the discovery of 
radium and polonium? 

6. How is Fredenck Austerlltz better 
known as? 


and Seychelles are islands located 
in which ocean? 

12. The Santosh trophy is awarded to 
the winners of the national football 
championships. Who are the present 
holders? 

13. How tong is a lunar day? 


i 


OIAQRAM 

10 ... NxKPII 11 NxN BxP 

12 0-03 P-B 4 13 N-NS BxNP 

14 0 -K 2 BxB 16 P-B 3 

Maybe better is 15 NxKP B-KS 16 N-N6 
with some compensation for the ex¬ 
change. The attempt to intern the bishop, 
proves unsuccessful. 

15 . .. R-(OI 

For after 16 BxR NxB there is no trace of 
attack left and it wul cost too much to win 
the bishop in the corner. 


18 P- 0 IR 4 B-K 2 

17 NI 1 MOP-R 3 1 

IBP-RS 

a-N 2 

19 NxKP 

Rxh. 

20 QxR 

QxB 

21 Q-K 2 

QxNP 

22 R-ai 

N-B 3 

23 K-B 2 

O-aSf 

24 B-K 3 

Q-R 5 + 

2 SK-N 1 

QxN 

ZBKxB 

NxP 

27 BxP 

N -83 M 

28 BxB 

NxB 

29 R-KN 1 

K -82 '> 

SORxP-i' 

KxR 

31 Resigns. i 


There are no more checks after 31 QkN + 
K-N3 32 0-06+ K-R4 


MICHAEL STEAN 


4> AJ986 
BPK J42 

♦ 953 

♦ 5 


♦ 6 
♦ 8 

♦ AQ J 101 
♦KQe42 

N 

W E 
S 

♦ K i0 7 3 
BP Q 10 5 3 

♦ - 

♦ AJ963 


♦ Q42 
BP A976 

♦ K 742 

♦ 10 7 


I 


I 


If you have worked out the play in detail 
you will have reached the conclusion that 
South must not play to bring down ♦K in < 
three rounds, because even if he achievas..\ 
this he will have no trump m h;s hand *or^' 
the losing singleton He must simply d'aw 
trumps and piay East for ♦K. 


TERENCE REESE 


MUee uo sAep |0 )U8| 
-BAinbe ei)} jo sjnou OGC inogv 'Cl 
BOO Zl 
UBBOO UBIPU) eili ‘IL 
tuauidOIBASQ IBIOOS JOj 

9)ni!i8U| uojBssau suoiibn potton 01 
■sepBH '6 
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THE MEET Nd Oh 
the tACTw- ^lUB 
UJILL COME TO OROER 


TMC PI'^tOSblON TOPAT 5 UIHAT 
WE SMOULP DO WITH THIS EMPT'r 
BEER CAN THAT SOME iPlOT IN A 
PICKUP THREW OlT THE WINPOW 


I SU66EST that WHEN HE 
COMES BV A6AIN WE THROW 
IT BACK AT HIM ' 


All in favor thi‘’ suebE-i^iON 

5I6NIF'I Bv SAYINc Ate 


60NK! 


^HE meet Nb OFTHt cACIl 
CLUB sou AP^OURNEP 


'My indigestion has become 
a chronic problem now. 
i suppose i should just 
learn to live with it". 




No, you don't. 

With Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls. 






Ranbaxy s Garlic 
Pearls give long 
term relief from 
digestive problems 
Because they 
contain pure garlic 
oil that has been 
rt cognised by 
Ayurveda and 
modern medical 
science to have 
great curative 
properties 
Ranbaxy s Garlic 
Pearls also help in 
reducing 

cholesterol levels 






easing joint pains 
pi eventing 
recurring coughs 
and colds 

Just two Ranbaxy s 
Garlic Pearls twice 
a day keep you in 
good health 
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RANBAXY S 

All the cures that 
nature put in garlic 
without the smell 
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Work, Don’t Speak 



Kamlapati Tnpathi' the working president 


Brave New 
Worid 

W hen Rajiv Gandhi un 
furled the national 
tiicolour from the ram 
parts of the Red Fort on IS 
August, a new genera 
tion’s takeover was solem 
nised, as the young Prime 
Minister himself confes 
sed, he was the first per 
son who had not partici 
pated in the struggle for 
the Indian independence 
to unfurl the flag from the 
hallowed spot Rajiv Gan 
dhi was three years old 
when Jawaharlal Nehru 
hoisted the narional flag 
and the Union Jack was 
ceremoniously pulled 
down on IS August 1947 
Two thirds of India’s 
population today belongs 
to the generation ot Rajiv 
Gandhi And, perhaps, as a 
tribute to the occasion, on 
independence day this 
year, when the flag was 
unfurled, and the rose pet 
als concealed in the flag 
were blown bv the winds 
three petals settled on Ra 
jiv Gandhi one on his 
cheek and one each on his 
shoulders The brave new 
generation of independent 
India had taken over But 
how brave is new India’ II 
the authorities weie to le 
plav the video recording of 
the Red Fort ceremony 
this year, they will find 
that at one point when the 
Prime Ministei said 
^Bharat mazboot hai, 
dumya ke kisi dabao ke 
neeche nahtn aa sakta (In 
dia is strong, no one in the 
world can cow us down), 
the television cameras 
focussed on the cadets of 
the National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) who had been lined 
up for the occasion The 
cadets were sitting rather 
informally (not in the man 
ner a drill requites them 
to) and the front row 
cadets were gossiping 
NCC cadets drawn tor the 
occasion should have been 
alert And even if ihev 
were lax, could not the 
Doordarshan authorities 
edit the shot before it was 
beamed on the national 
hook up’ 


P andit Kamlapati Tri 
pathi, the AIC( (I) 
wot king president, is a 
pitiable man today The 
old man ot the Congress 
cannot even speak openlv 
to the press That is some 
thing that ne loves doing 

Immediateh after he had 
become the working presi 
dent, his daily evening 
pitss briefings at the AIC 
C(l) headquaiteis at 24 
Akbar Road had become 
famous Not onlv did the 
Congiess(I) get good 
coveidge in the press 
there were also some in 
teresting—perhaps in 
spued—leaks to the media 
on behind-the-sceiie Con 
gress(I) affairs Ihe Con 


RSS Accounts 

A khil Bharatiya Vidvar 
thi Patishad (ABVP) 
the RSS dominated stu 
dents’ wing of the erst 
while fana Sangh (now 
B}P) has been in vittual 
control of the Delhi Uni 
veisitv Students’ Union 
since the last 13 years 
Only during the Janata 
days did a Congiess 
backed candidate become 
the president Otherwise 
without a break the ABVP 
has controlled the union, 
whose accounts base not 


gress(l) leadeiship soon 
realised the\ had made a 
mistake in giving Tnpathi 
ji such a long rope and his 
briefing sessions were 
abruptls ended Only re 
centiv a group of lournal 
ists went to his lesidenee 
and requested him to re 
sume his sessions with the 
press il onlv once a week 
Thtv are perhaps tired ot 
the cut and drv stuff they 
get fiom the present 
general secietaiies ot tht 
AlCCd) “Sure sure ’said 
Pandit|i ‘whenever sou 
want But then,he nevei 
lame to the AlCCd) head 
quaiters on the piomised 
day Perhaps the working 
president onlv 'works ’ 
Hi does not speak 


been audited ovei these 
years One reason foi the 
ABVP having its wav was 
the complacentV m the 
pan of the Congress stu 
dent leaders Now a voung 
MP Mukul Vlasnik (who IS 
in his mod Twenties) has 
been given charge of the 
National Students' Union 
of India (NSUl) As a first 
step, Wasnik, who hails 
fiom Nagpur, has raised 
the question of unaudited 
accounts to counter 
theRSS on the campus 


Love’s Labour 
Lost? 

T he agreement between 
the government and 
the Assam leaders it seems 
had to be announced m 
Parliament on the evening 
of 14 August One of the 
indications came when a 
deputy secretary in the 
home ministry sent a list 
ot 61 Assam leaders to the 
Pailiament house recep 
tion requesting that their 
passes be immediately 
made foi they had to be in 
the galleries by 5 30 pm 
The reception officers 
threw a fit Neither was 
tht home ministry list 
complete in all its respects 
nor was there time enough 
to prepare 61 passes But 
somehow since they were 
told that It was an “ex 
tremely important’’ mat 
ter they sat dowm and did 
ihi job in time The 
appointed hour—5 30 
pni—came and went Soon 
It wdssixin ih< tveningbut j 
(he 61 iie\c, came Iinal 
ly the hapless reception | 
officers weie told that the 
\ssam leaders would not 
be coming foi there was to 
be no announcement im 
mediately Love’s labour 
lost''Ptrhaps not because 
the leeeptionisis had not 
done the job with any 
amount of love at all ^ 


1-Day Records 

F or the first lime since 
1947, the ramparts of 
the Red Fort saw a Prime 
Minister of India unfurl 
the tricolour in tht pre 
seme ol his spouse Sonia 
Gandhi became the first 
Prime Minister’s spouse to 
attend the ceremony Lai 
Bahadur Shastn, Morarji 
Desai and Chat an Singh’s 
wives were not seen on the 
histone ramparts when 
their husbands unfurled 
the flag Therefore, 15 Au 
gust 1985, will go down in 
history for many firsts the 
security screen, the 
announcement on Assam, 
the takeover of a new gen 
eiation and the presence 
ot the PM’s spouse *■ ■" [ 
D,E. NIzamuikHn 
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stop bad breath. Fight tooth decay. 



Give them the 

Colgate Ring of Confidence \ 


Regular brushing with Colgate 
gives your family clean, fresh breath, strong healthy teeth. 
That’s the Colgate Ring of Confidence. 


This IS how Colgate's trusted formula 
works for you every time you brush 





Bacteria grow in food particles 
trapped between teeth, causing 
bad breath and tooth decay 

Colgate's unique active foam 
reaches deep to remove 
odour-causing food particles 
and decay-causing bacteria. 

Regular brushing with Colgate 
gives you clean, fresh breath 
and strong, healthy teeth. 


Make sure your family brushes with 
Colgate after every meal. 

Stop bad breath, fight tooth decay. 

Give them the Colgate Ring of Confidence. 
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Smoothness is 
ci Bagpiper on the rocks 
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Ail the milkings of a great evening 
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Haiku from Bombay Dyeing 

An exquisite n&N coHection n crepe d© chine, lacbuaiCI and a 
Soft, flowing lines Cotourthemes that rhyme wim your 


Haiku from Bombay Oyemg It's pure po^j 
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Cross-carrents 




Shubhabrata Bhattacharya 


H ow secure is the secur¬ 
ity ring around the 
VIPs? The assassination of 
Sant Harchand Singh Lon- 
gowal has shown that the 
securitymen have not 
been performing the task 
assigned to them. The 
murder was not committed 
suddenly. The first assas¬ 
sin had failed in his task. 
The Akali Dal president 
was recovering from the 
shock when the second 
assassin moved in and 
accomplished the heinous 
crime. Everyone around 
the Sant mistook Halwin- 
der Singh, the second 
assailant, to be the VIP’s 
bodyguard. When he 
moved towards the target 
nonchalantly, enquiring, 
“Santji kiththe bain 
(where is the Sant)?” and 
asked the crowd to step 
aside shouting “Pare 
hato," the Sant’s body¬ 
guards could not see 
through the mischief. Af¬ 
ter aU, the police guards 
around the Akali leader 
(and there must also have 
been intelligence sleuths 
trailing him) should have 
known who the security- 
men deputed to Sherpur 
that evening were. But no. 
The confusion created by 
the multiplicity of agen¬ 
cies handling sensitive 
tasks these days is such 
that vigil around Sant Lon- 
gowal was lax. After sign¬ 
ing the accord, Sant Lon- 
gowal was the prime 
target of the forces who do 
not want normalcy to re¬ 
turn to Punjab. If security 
cover could not be pro¬ 
vided to such a man, then 
the less said about the 
state of our intelligence 
I and security set-up, the 
I better. | 

I Sant Longowal’s was not I 
I the first murder in which i 
I the assailants posed as 
securitymen. When Lalit 
Maken and his wife Gitan- 
jali were done to death at 
their residence in West 
Delhi on 31 July, the sten- 


gun-carrying men who 
stood in front of their 
home were mistaken by 
the visitors and the neigh¬ 
bours to be Maken’s secur¬ 
itymen. Over the last few 
years, sten guns have mul¬ 
tiplied in the political cir¬ 
cles of this country. Any 
politician who is assigned 
a bodyguard takes pride in 
seeing that hts “shadow” 
is carrying a machine car¬ 
bine. Initially, when secur¬ 
itymen were provided to 
VIPs, they were armed 
with revolvers. The plainc- 
lothesmen could be identi¬ 
fied rarely. Only on close 
scrutiny could the bulge 
on the right side of their 
body, concealed by 
clothes, be made out to be 
the weapon which had 
been provided for the 
VIP’s protection. Today 
plainclothesmen carry 
sten guns. The idea of a 
plainclothesman is defe¬ 
ated if he can easily be 
identified. A guard who 
carries a sten gun approp¬ 
riately should be in uni¬ 
form. And to ensure a fool¬ 
proof system, even uni¬ 
formed sten gun carrying 
guards around VIPs 


should be given a distinc¬ 
tive laminated identifica¬ 
tion badge, with their 
photographs affixed on it, 
to show that he was autho¬ 
rised to be so armed while 
accompanying VIPs. A 
sten gun cannot be made a 
status symbol. The perils 
of such infantile fancies 
should be understood be- 
ft|remore damage is done 
by the extremists. 

Overarming of the 
police has its inherent 
dangers. An incident 
which has gone largely un¬ 
reported highlights this. 
On the night of 19 August, 
a Delhi businessman. Anil j 
Kumar Aggarwal, was 
admitted at the Safdar- ' 
I Jang Hospital with severe | 
injuries on his right cheek i 
and the lower portion of 
the throat. Sub-inspector 
Balbir Singh of the Civil 
Lines police station had ' 
fired at him, mistaking ' 
him to be a car robber 
I Aggarwal had left a five- | 
I star hotel after a hearty | 
meal and was driving to 
his residence in North De- ! 
Ihi in his dark-green Fiat, i 
number DEH 69. A choco- ! 


PUNCHLINE/R.K. Laxman 



late-coloured Fiat, reg¬ 
istration number DBH 69, 
had been robbed from a 
West Delhi colony an hour 
earlier. Aggarwal’s car 
was air-conditioned and 
the tinted glasses were rol¬ 
led up when he drove back 
home, music blaring from 
the car’s stereo system. 
Around 10.30 pm, a police 
officer saw Aggarwal's car 
near Kashmere Gate and 
thinking it was the robbed 
car, started chasing it. An ^ 
alert was sounded on the 
police wireless network 
and after a while another 
jeep, driven by sub¬ 
inspector Balbir Singh, 
joined the chase. At Ali- 
pur Road, the police offic¬ 
er fired at the innocent 
person and injured him. 
According to the police, as 
the police jeep could not 
overtake the car which 
was moving at full speed, 
the officer had to resort to 
firing with “bonafide in¬ 
tentions.” Certainly, there 
could have been better 
ways of stopping a car. 
Hindi movies often show 
us the various methods 
which can be employed to 
stop a speeding vehicle. 
Many more innocent per- , 
sons could meet the same 
fate as Anil Kumar Aggar¬ 
wal if the incident of 19 
August night is dismissed 
lightly by the police admi¬ 
nistration. 

The Prime Minister 
while addressing the Indi¬ 
an Police Service prob¬ 
ationers at Hyderabad re¬ 
cently had hinted that be 
was unhappy with the pre¬ 
sent state of affairs in the 
security and intelligence 
set-up. Reforms can come 
later. To begin with, will 
the present system be 
streamlined? The deaths 
of Mrs Indira Gandhi, Lalit 
and Gitanjali Maken and 
Sant Longowal have 
shown the securitymen in 
poor light. The image cre¬ 
ated by the Anil Aggarwal 
episode is worse. 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Singh 


Animal Sixth Sense 

S ome weeks ago in another column 
I had written of the uncanny sixth 
sense that some animals, birds and 
insects possess: the vulture’s ability 
to spot a carcass from several miles, 
the dog’s ability to sniff dope con¬ 
cealed in the bottom of suitcase, and 
so on. M.L. Ahuja of Nanakpura, New 
Delhi, narrates yet another instance 
taken from the autobiography of the 
late Sardar Gurbaksh Singh, founder 
of Preet Nagar (now on our border 
with Pakistan) and editor of Preet 
Lari. He writes of the railway station 
master of Quetta which was devas¬ 
tated by an earthquake in 1935. The 
, station master returned home late at 
■ ‘ night after seeing the last train 
leave. He was tired and wanted to 
sleep but his dog got him by his 
trousers and dragged him out of the 
house. A few moments later the earth 
shook. Most of Quetta was reduced to 
a rubble and thousands of sleeping 
people killed by the falling of debris. 
The station master and his dog were 
among the few who escaped. 

Samiron Sarkar of Calcutta has 
sent me another instance of a cat 
living in a block of apartments oppo¬ 
site the Lai Bazar police station. The 
cat had a litter of four kittens. A few 
days after giving birth to them she 
spotted an apartment in a block of 
flats in a neighbourly building occu¬ 
pied by a kind lady. One by one she 
took her kittens by scruffing their 
necks and deposited them in a corner 
of the lady’s bedroom. That night a 
fire broke out in the other building 
' and destroyed the room in which the 
cat had littered. The incident was 
reported in all Calcutta’s papers. 

Canada and the Air 
India Disaster 

O ne advantage of being a Member 
of Parliament as well as a col¬ 
umnist is to be able to air views 
which are ruled out by the presiding 
officer. I had given notice of special 
mention on a personal letter written 
by Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister 
of Canada,to Rajiv Gandhi which 
Mulroney had released to the Cana¬ 
dian press. A clipping was sent to me 
by an agitated Indian national, K. 
Sabir, who felt that its publication in 
Toronto’s Globe & Mail was a viola¬ 
tion of diplomatic propriety. Since it 
also deals with security measures 
taken at Canadian and Indian air- 
u ports and goes out of its way to 
^ tender advice to our Prime Minister 
on matters which are entirely his 
business, I felt the issue deserved to 
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be debated in Parliament, vice- 
president R.Venkataraman who pres¬ 
ides over the Rajya Sabha did not 
think so. That was his judgement. 
This is mine. 

It may be recalled that the flight of 
the Air India plane which went down 
in the. .sea with 329 people aboard 
and the Canadian Pacific plane 
which narrowly escaped disaster 
emanated from Canada. Explosive 
devices were planted in them, in one 
of the three Canadian airports: 
Toronto, Montreal or Vancouver. 
Canada is the nerve centre of Indian 
extremists from where they maintain 
liaison with their counterparts in 
Punjab. It is largely in Canada that 
the buffoonery of Khalistani consu¬ 
lates, passports and currency are to 
be found and where the megaloma¬ 
niac Jagjit Singh Chauhan is often 
seen. It was after the air disaster that 
Rajiv Gandhi made the perfectly 
innocuous statement that the govern¬ 


ment of Canada “was not being stern 
enough with terrorists earlier” and 
the Times of India described its atti¬ 
tude as “could-not-care-less.” 

Brian Mulroney took umbrage. 
Canadians did care; their airport 
security was “at least as intensive as 
at airports, in, for example, Bombay 
and Calcutta,” he maintained. “What 
more did Rajiv expect them to do 
within the limits of their democratic 
society?” he asked. “In the absence 
of constructive advice, condemna¬ 
tion of this country’s (Canada’s) 
efforts may strike many Canadians 
as gratuitious,” he added. The Cana¬ 
dian Prime Minister went on to 
write: “I wish to avoid mutual recri¬ 
minations as well as interference in 
India’s internal affairs. Clearh 
however, the terrorism now im 
planted on Canadian soil has its roots 
in the unresolved political tensions 
of the Punjab.” In short, he told 
Rajiv to put his own house in oroer 
before pointing the accusing finger 
at Canada. 

Three questions need to be 
answered. First is about diplomatic 
propriety. Why did the Canadian 
Prime Minister release his personal 
communication to the press? Have 
diplomatic channels between the two 
countries broken down? Second, 
what have the Canadian authorities 
done so far to apprehend the two 
men named as possible culprits? 
Canadian police boast of always get¬ 
ting their man; they have not yet got 
a clue about these two rascals. And 
now that Rajiv has in fact put his 
house in order, what are the Cana¬ 
dian authorities doing to prevent 
Chauhan and like-minded people 
from continuing their violent cru¬ 
sade against the Sikh community and 
India? 


Air India offlcials at Heathrow airport with the two boxes containing the voice and 
flight recorders of the ill-fated Kanishka 
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Shun Terrorism 


i n the cover stor\ Whdt Will Bdbd 
Joginder Do Now’ (11 17 August) 
Scinieev Gaur has toirectlv analysed 
the present mood of the people of 
Punjab Though the majorit\ have 
supported tht accord, a lew like 
Baba Joginder struck a hostile note 
by adopting a disapproving stand 
Baba Joginder Singh should think 
about the benefits of tht accord on 
the lives of the people of Punjab and 
stop hts followeis from committing 
violent and anti national activities 
The interviews with Baba Joginder 
Singh, Jagdev Singh T alwandi, Arjun 
Singh and Sant Longowal made in 
leresiing reading I feel Baba Jogin 
der was not right in blaming Rajiv 
Gandhi for the 1984 November riots 
It the Piime Minister had not taken 
apptopiiate measures at that time 
the I lots would hast continued foi a 
longei period 

Sdnjdv Choptd Ho‘>hidipui (I'unjdh) 

• Baba Joginder did not view the 
Punjab accord in a favourable light 
However, almost all the Sikhs rtsid 
I ing outside Punjab in India have 
welcomed the agieement Only a few 
Sikhs Irom remote villages might be 
suppoi ting Baba Joginder I he latti r 
should settle all disputes amicably, 
putting aside religious fanaticism, 
for the welfare of all Sikhs 
Bhupen Bose Jdtnshtdput 

• I am doubtful about the ultimate 
success of the Punjab accoid After 
the settlement was reached, one 
thought the Punjab imbroglio would 
necei surface again But it is dis 
heartening to note that piominent 
Sikh leadeis like Baba Jogindei and 
iithet' have opposed the accord 
I lit V should It linquish then fight for 
supiemacv and supjioit the I’unjab 
agieement foi the welfare of the 
common masses 

K Chidanaiid Kumdr, Bdngdlore 

• It was not correct of Baba Joginder 
Singh to refei to the Piime Ministei 
as “the son of a Panditani mothet 
and a Parsi father ” The Piime Minis 
ter should be talked about in a more 
respectful manner bs even tesponsi 
ble citizen of India So much cover 
age should not be given to such an 
irresponsible peison whose son foi 
lowed polities of terrorism 
Mdnsoor Ahmed. Calcutta 

• IK Gujral advocates a delayed 
poll in Punjab to further sirengtlien 
the bond of cordiality between the 
Hindus and the Sikhs He also pleads 
toi a Hindu Sikh coalition govern 
ment as was formed in 1977 1979 


OPINION 





during the Janata and the Akali Dal 
regime Howevei, he failed to men 
tion specifically that with the reem 
ergeiice of Indiia Gandhi in 1980 the 
cult of bloodshed and riots oegan In 
fact. It was Mis Gandhi who was 
rt'sponsible tor cteating the monster 
I called Bhindranwale 
j C / VdltdXdn MddtdS 

• It Balia Joginder Singh clears his 
misconctptions regarding govern 
mtnt politics the accord can be 
I more successfully implemented 
j Howevei, I feel this is not the oppor 
, tune time to hold elections in the 
I stdtt 

N Elldngo Iirunelveli (Tdmil Nddu) 


I Buying Peace 

P unjab Peace at Last’ (4—10 Au 
gust) was highly informative The 
situation in Punjab, both before and 
after the accord, was vividly por 
traved Our young Prime Minister 
has displayed statesmanship of a 
high order in tackling one of the 
worst internal pioblems the country 
had to face since independence 
However, the accord could not have 
been reached but for the sagacity 
and courage shown by Sant Har 
chand Singh Longowal 
V Mannas Fernando, Nazareth 
(Tamil Nadu) 

I • The signing of the Punjab accord 
has raised new hopes of unity, amity 
and cordial lelations among the peo 
pie of Punjab Whereas on the one 
hand the Prime Minister kept his 
promise of solving the Punjab crisis 
on a priority basis, on the other hand 


the moderate Akali leaders took a 
courageous step by dissociating 
themselves completely from the ex 
tremists Now, the government, the 
moderates, the nationalist forces and 
the Sarbat Khalsa should condemn 
and take action against all elements 
of dissension 

Balbir Singh, Patna Saheb 

• The whole nation was relieved 
when the accoid was reached be 
tween the central government and 
the Akali leadership An impasse 
ended with it and the usheiing in of a 
new era can be foieseen 1 he accoid 
has been a major bieakthiough in 
the political careei of Rajiv Gandhi 
The decision to gne Chandigarh to 
Punjab IS sagacious 

Tauqun Usman, Gaia 

• The accord should be wt Icomed by 
one and all After fne years of vio 
lence and communal strife in Punjab, 
theie IS a sense o* leliet It took 
extraoidinaiy skill and courage on 
the part of both Rajiv Gandhi and 
Sant Longowal in settling this ciucial 
problem Let us hope that peace wil' 
be long lasting 

M Anwdi Azad Xnsan Bhabua 

• I found Khushwani Singh s Punjab 
Lives Again really woith itadipg 1 
welcome his suggestion to iwaid 
Bharat Ratnas to Rajiv Gandhi and 
Arjun Singh It was shoeking to know 
that Zail Singh was not tak< n into 
confidence while solving the Punjab 
crisis I quite understand Mi Singh s 
appiehensioii of ihe mischiet that 
can be caused b> Piakash Singh 
Badal and GS Tohra Howevei his 
feai of Sikhs losing then identitv and 
“lapsing back into the Hindu told is 
unfounded Histoiv stands testimonv 
to the fact that tht people of one 
community have always tiied to safe 
guard the interest of the other 

A K Ghosh, Gumla 

• The extiemists sui prised at the 
quick settlement of the Punjab issue, 
may have been put off balance tor a 
while, but I fear they will cairv out 
even more nefarious and desti uctiv e 
activities just out of frustration Of 
course, these extremists are whole 
heartedly supported by foreign con 
spiratois working against India's uni 
ty Not only are the security mea 
sures to be tightened, the forces of 
extremism should be made to lealise 
the utter futility of their strategy 
HKL Gandotia, Kotlt Jakolari 

• The Punjab accord was an example 
of brotherly compromise larely wit¬ 
nessed in India This agreement of 
peace will go down in letters of gold 
in the pages of Indian history 
Amit Sharangi, Rohtni (West Bengal) 
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I was very upset on reading the 
special report, Starvation in Kala- 
handidl —17 August). It was hard to 
believe that people were selling their 
children in order to fight starvation. 
In desperation people were feeding 
on wild roots and leaves of trees. 
Youngsters have left home in search 
of livelihood and have never re¬ 
turned. Kalahandi is a veritable hell 
on earth. 

M. Mohammed Nur Dhabatto, 
Madras 

• Sarada P Nanda's report was 
shocking It was indeed distressing to 
learn that such misery exists in our 
country. While going all out to help 
the drought victims of Ethiopia, the 
government should not neglect our 
own people suffering in Kalahandi. I 
cannot but admire the young MLA 
Bhakta Charan Das. I only wish our 
ministers were like him. 



P robably for the first time aft^F 
his retirement, the former Chi^ , j. 
Justice Y.V. Chandrachud freciy 
talked about his personal and official 
life in “We do not have Enough Good ' i? 
Judges’’!21-27July),The conversation • 
made us aware of the embarrassing ,4 
situations in which a judge may find;.' .,'5 
himself in the course ot his work; 
Post-retirement sufferings are not 
uncommon in India. At least the case 
of Y.'V. Chandrachud. has been 
brought to the notice of the public. 

S. Kalidash, Maikangiri (Onssa) 

• Y.V. Chandrachud is absolutely 
right when he says that a lu lgo 1 
should not join politics after ict le- j 
ment, especially a Chief Justue- I ' 
only hope that all judges foll()W his , 
wise opinion. The government, too, j 
should not meddle in the affairs of a | 
Chief Justice. 


Jennifer Ann Vincent, Madras Starving villagers in Kalahandi I Dayanand Duhey, Deoghur (Bihar) 


Vilifying a Sacred Democratic Institution 


i was pained and surprised to go 
through the comments of Ram Raja 
Prasad Singh in ‘The Bomb Blasts 
were the Beginning of our Revolu¬ 
tion.' (11-17 August). The conversa¬ 
tion with Saumitra Banerjee is full of 
lies and insinuations and has tried to 
cast aspersions on the sacred institu¬ 
tion of Nepal. The self-styled politi¬ 
cian has of late started a vilification 
campaign against Nepal. 

Monarchy is the most sacred in¬ 
stitution of the Nepalese people. Be¬ 
sides being a permanent .symbol of 
unity and territorial integrity of the 
kingdom, this institution has always 
played a very significant role in 
consonance with the aspirations of 
the people. The illustrious monarchs 
of the Shah dynasty, right from the 
days of His Late Majesty King Prithi- 
vi Narayan Shah, have always kept 
the interest of the people and the 
country uppermost in their minds. 
The unification of many principali¬ 
ties into an integrated and cohesive 
kingdom of Nepal was done by this 
great king. The noble successors of 
the founder of the Shah dynasty have 
always identified themselves with 
the national interest. 

His Late Majesty King Tribhuvan, 
the father of the nation, set a unique 
example by staking his throne and 
leading the popular revolution of 
1951 which freed Nepal from a cen¬ 
tury-old autocratic rule of the Ranas. 
The assumption of the people’s lead¬ 


ership by the monarch for the res¬ 
toration of the democratic rights has 
no parallels m the political history of 
the world. His Late Majesty King 
Mahendra, who was instrumental in 
modernising Nepal, introduced a 
partyless democratic panchayat sys¬ 
tem. The system based as it is on the 
active participation of all the people 
without any recourse to party squab¬ 
bles, has proved suitable to the 
country. 

In recent years, the panchayat sys¬ 
tem has been further democratised 
in consonance with the wishes of the 
people. His Majesty King Birendra 
Bir Bikram Shah Dev proclaimed the 
historic national referendum for 
ascertaining the people’s choice of 
the political system. The panchayat 
system got a clear cut mandate of the 
people. Our system has all the fun¬ 
damental tenets of democracy like 
the election of the national legisla¬ 
ture (Rastriya Panchayat) on the 
oasis of universal adult franchise, 
election of the Prime Minister by the 
House, accountabilitv of the govern¬ 
ment to the House and the provision 
of an independent judiciary. There¬ 
fore, our people enjoy all the fun¬ 
damental political rights like in any 
other democracy in the world- 

The interview has also tried to 
spread canards and lies as regards 
Nepal’s economy. His Majesty’s gov¬ 


ernment has given all necessary in¬ 
centives to the private secio: to pat 
ticipate in all development works 
We welcome participation oven bv ; 
individuals and enterprises from ; 
foreign countries to set up joint m- ; 
dustrial ventures in Nepal and full- 
scale safeguards have been provided j 
to them The growing interest shown j 
by friendly countrie.s including India j 
to invest in Nepal is a clear ics'iimonv | 
to this fact. ' 

As far as the lecent bomb blasts , 
leading to the tragic loss of innocent 
lives and property in Nepal are con- , 
cerned, these acts are the hand- | 
iworks of a handful of terrorists who ' 
have no love and affection for their ] 
country and people. As Nepal is a | 
peace-loving country dedicated to j 
the declaration of Nepal as a zone of I 
peace and pursues a peaceful policy 
of non-alignment in international | 
affairs, we are very alert regarding 1 
the activities of such criminals who ! 
are bent upon disturbing peace in ' 
our region. His Majesty’s govern- 
ment is fully capable of dealing with j 
these terrorists under the rule of the | 
law. The people of Nepal will never i 
forgive terrorists and those .support 
ing terrorism. The recent terrorist ' 
acts in some parts ot Nepal have i 
been condemned by all including the ' 
government of India. | 

Durga Prakash Panday. Consul ! 
Genera] for Nepal, Calcutta ! 
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A SAINT 


S ant Rarcband Singh Longowal 
should not be mourned merely 
as the man who signed the 
accord with Prime Minister Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi. He was the tallest Sikh 
leader of his times. He first shot into 
national prominence ten years ago 
when he mobUi^ a massive demo¬ 
cratic movemeiit in Punjab against 
the Emergency. Iliis, combined with 
the alliance between the Janata and 
the Akali Dal (which came to power 
in Punjab in 1977) turned the state 
into a fortress of anti-Congress 
forces. The emergence of the power¬ 
ful trio of Sant Longowal, Prakash 
Singh Badal (who was then the chief 
minister) and Gurcharan Singh 
Tohra (the Shiromani Gurdwara Pra- 
bandhak Committee president) was 
viewed with alarm by the Congress 
leadership. Certain forces within the 
Congress built up Jarnail Singh Bhin- 
dranwaie to counter the trio. Agent 
provocateurs caused the Akali- 
Nirankari clashes, the killing of Lala 
Jagat Narain, the build-up of Bhin- 
dranwale as the militant leader of 
the Sikh masses, culminating in his 
arrest in Chowk Mehta in late 1981 
and his subsequent moving into the 
Golden Temple complex in Amritsar, 
turning the holy place into a bastion 
of anti-national and anti-social ele¬ 
ments. A train of events was let loose 
just because the popularity of the 
Longowal-Badal-Tohra leadership 
had to be demolished. The behind- 
the-scenes managers from New Delhi 
knew that it was not easy to counter 
the trio given the anti-Congress 
atmosphere prevalent in Punjab 
since the mid-Seventies. So, they 
created a Frankenstein; Jarnail 
Singh Bhindranwale. The soul of this 
Frankenstein still exists, otherwise 
there would not have been jubilation 
in the Golden Temple by the suppor¬ 
ters of Baba Joginder Singh soon 
after Longowal’s murder (Jagdev 
Singh Talwandi of the “United” Aka¬ 
li Did has denied that there was 
merry-making by his partsrmen, but 
frtna all available accounts it seems 


The wound will never heaJ 

that Talwandi being the only senior 
politician in the Baba Joginder Singh 
camp, was merely reacting to a situa¬ 
tion as a politician should). Interes¬ 
tingly, Atma Singh, who had been 
used by certain forces earlier during 
the SGPC elections to break the trio, 
is today with Baba Joginder Singh. 

Sant Longowal’s death is not mere¬ 
ly a setback to the peace efforts in 
Punjab but also the beginning of a 
dangerous phase in the politics of the 



state. It has been seen, over the 
years, that Akali leaders seeking a 
settlement with the Congress and 
New Delhi have run into rough 
weather in Sikh politics. Master Tara 
Singh, it may be recalled, was the 
most powerful Sikh leader who not 
only controlled the Akali Dal in a 
near-dictatorial manner but also held 
sway over the affairs of the SGPC. 
His offer of merger with the Con¬ 
gress in 1957 led to his fall from 
grace. His failure to secure the Pun¬ 
jabi Suba after the much-trunmcted 
fast-unto-death in 1961, without 
yielding any si^ificant concessions 
from New Delhi, sealed his -career. 
He wai effectively challenged by his 


close lieutenant, Sant Fateh Singh, 
who founded his own Akali Dal in 
1962 and mobilised the Jat-Sikh 
peasantry It is evident from the 
history of the Sikh response to the 
Akali Dal in the post-independence 
years that whenever the Akali lead¬ 
ership has articulated the demands 
of the JatSikh peasantry and com¬ 
bined an agitational approach with 
parliamentary tactics, they have 
been able to hold their sway over the 
Sikh mind The task before the 
acting president of the Akali Dal, 
Surjit Singh Barnala, therefore, is 
•not easy. 

The accord signed on 24 July, 
while conceding most demands of the 
Akali Dal, ignored the most vital 
aspect which is needed for peace in 
Punjab. After Operation Bluestar 
and the November riots in Delhi, 
Patna, Kanpur and Bokaro, the Sikh 
mind has been obsessed with ques¬ 
tions other than Chandigarh and riv¬ 
er waters. While these issues were 
important, the hurt pride of the SUch 
community was the topmost concern 
of the Sikh leadership. After the 
accord, the SGPC has filed claims 
amounting to a thousand crores of 
rupees for the damage done to the 
gurdwaras. The fact that Badal 
walked out of the meeting which 
I elected Barnala as the acting presi¬ 
dent of the Akali Dal, on 25 August is 
significant. For Governor Arjun 
Singh, who has still got his finger in 
Madhya Pradesh politics, holding 
elections in Punjab was expedient. 
He wanted to be known as the man of 
peace, for the moment, notwithstand¬ 
ing the events of the future. Sant 
Longowal had wanted the elections 
to be postponed. The election 
machinery has been activated in 
Punjab. The state cannot afford to 
witness any more bloodshed. If the 
death of a saint can bring sanity, 
then Sant Longowal’s life was not 
lost in vain. But will the blood-soaked 
spot at Sherpur gurdwara put a stop 
to the insanity in Punjab? 
Shubhabnta Bhattaelwrya 
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Setback in Punjab 


I t IS said that when Sant Longowal 
signed the accord with Rajiv Gan 
dhi on the evening of Wednesday, 
the 24th of July, the Prime Minis 
ter took off his bullet proof vest and 
presented it to Longowal saying, 
“Sant 11 ,1 will not be needing this any 
more, but perhaps you will ” The 
story IS apocryphal It turned out to 
be tragically apt Neither the bullet 
proof vest (if he ever wore one) nor 
the commando unit, nor the half a 
doren security guards who accompa 
nied Sant Longowal wherever he 
went were able to save him from 
assassins who had sworn to do or die 
He met his end as he would have 
undoubtedly liked to have met it 
aftei having said his piayers in a 
gurdwaia 

The first question that comes to 
mind IS about the numerical strength 
of the terrorists and their organisa 
tion How many are they* Is there a 
master mind which directs their acti 
vities, finances them and furnishes 
them with arms’ How long will they 
go on killing people’ The second and 
connected question is of the attitude 
of the Sikh masses towards these 
killers How is it that two of Sant 
Longowal’s tour assassins were able 
to get away through a congregation 
which IS said to have numbered over 
5000’ Did not any one of them dare 
to grapple with them’ Or was it the 
proverbial attitude of indifference 
“aseen kee lama’” (“What have we 
to do with It’”) After “Operation 
Bluest ar” and the repressive mea 
sures taken by the army and para 
military forces, Sikh terrorists 
gained a measure of respectability 
and were given sanctuary in gurd 
waras and homes That passive sym 
pathy had slowly eroded as these 
K>rrorists went from one senseless 
killing to another With the signing 
of the accord most people began to 
treat terrorists as outlaws and if not 
actively willing to expose them were 
at least unwilling to afford them 
shelter The manner in which two of 
Longowal’s killers were allowed to 
escape makes us unsure of the peo¬ 
ple’s attitude towards them As long 
as terronsts enjoy passive sympathy 
of the masses, there is little hope ^ 
getting the better of them Once they 
are deprived of it, no matter how 
many they are and how well- 


By Khushwant Singh 


organised, how readily furnished 
with aims and cash, their days will be 
numbered One good that may come 
out of Sant Longowal’s martyrdom is 
the feeling of revulsion against these 
killers 

The death of Sant Longowal is a 
tragedy of national dimensions It 
has deprived the Sikhs of the one 
man who could have carried the 
panth with him and cut the upstart 
Baba Joginder Talwandi faction to 
size In the personalised politics that 
obtain in our country, with the pas 
sing of a lecider most of what he stood 
for goes into abeyance and his follow 
ing dissipates The vacuum created 
by the Sant’s disappearance will not 
be filled for quite some time to come 



Sant Longowal end of an era 


His death has also deprived the Pun 
jab of a leader in whom Punjabi 
Hindus could repose trust because 
his was the first voice after Bhindran 
wale’s hateful utterances against the 
Hindus and he talked of restoring 
fraternal relations between the two 
brother communities The Sant’s 
going will also be a loss to the 
coimtry because he helped Rajiv 
Gandhi to maintain the integrity of 
the counter, and by puttmg his signa 
tures to the accord, frustrated the 
designs of people who wanted to 
re-dmde India to provide for a sepa 
rate Sikh state, Khalistan Although 
he was little known outside India, the 
bant’s death deprives the world of a 


god fearing man of humility and 
courage who knowingly exposed him 
self 10 peril with the conviction that 
his cause was just When asked if he 
was not afraid of being killed, he 
would smile, raise both his hands and 
exclaim “l/ssee nay jaan bakshee 
hai jad usdee inarzee, usee nay 
lainee hai ” (the Lord granted me 
life, when it pleases the Lor 11 e will 
take It back)” In the Punjab sants 
are a dime a dozen Of these only 
Harchand Singh Longowal was a true 
saint in the Gandhian mould 
The question uppermost in peo 
pie’s minds is what happens to the 
Longowal Rajiv accord now’ 1 am 
pretty certain, the accord will hold 
because barring the Baba Joginder 
Talwandi faction it has the near 
unanimous support of all Punjabis 
Besides, anyone who steps into Sant 
Longowal’s shoes will feel honour 
bound to see it through 
Then there is the timing of the 
elections At the time of writing, the 
Congress(I) point of view is to go 
ahead on the schedule announced 
Some Akali leaders,notably Balwant 
Singh and Barnala, both of whom 
were in Sant Longowal’s negotiating 
team, are also for an early election as 
they feel they will be able to cash in 
on the name of the martyred Sant 
while the memory of his dastardly 
killing IS still fresh in the minds of 
the people However, there is a size 
able body of opinion both in the 
Congress and in the Akali party that 
an early election will result in more 
bloodshed When every seat is con 
tested by over a dozen candidates, 
the chances of some falling victims to 
violence and entailing fresh polls are 
high Besides that there is little 
doubt that the Baba Joginder 
Talwandi faction will do its worst by 
opening up old wounds caused by 
“Operation Bluestar” and the Car¬ 
nage of Sikhs organised by Congres- 
s(I) leaders following the assassma 
non of Mrs Gandhi and thus vitiate 
the atmosphere of cordiality be 
tween Hindus and Sikhs generated 
by the accord This will ceitainlv put 
the clock back Punjab cannot afford 
to be divided between a Hindu Pun 
jab and a Sikh Punjab, it has to be a 
Punjabi Punjab if it means to resume 
its first place as the most prosperous 
and the most go-ahead state of India. 
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Elections, the Right Step 


S ome future historian may well 
weave his account of Punjab in 
the Eighties round the charac¬ 
ters of the two Sants, Bhindran- 
I wale and Longowal, who between 
I them covered all the divergent 
strands in the tangled skein of Sikh 
1 politics. Both Sants, and vet how 
different! If the one spewed hate and 
violence, the other overflowed with 
love and peace. If the one became a 
martyr to the cause of separatism, 
the other is a martyr to the cause of 
unity. The end of Bhindranwale came 
i as a national relief, the death of the 
j other as a national grief. And yet 
they were Sants both. Did He who 
make the lamb make thee? 

At another level it would be the 
tale of the two Gandhis—the one who 
let the genii out of the bottle, and the 
other who strove to put it back again. 
It was only the principal genie that 
was crushed by Operation Bluestar; 
i scores of lesser genu are still abroad. 

I It may take a long time still, and 
1 many more grievous losses on the 
way, before terrorism is curbed and 
the seed of secessionism crushed. But 
the tide could well be turning. By 
killing Longowal the enemies of 
peace and unity have lost much more 
than they may reckon at the moment. 
It was the death of their own fiendish 
Sant and the tragic assault on the 
Golden Temple which had given the 
biggest boost to the extremists with 
extra-territorial loyalties. They had 
achieved what Bhindranwale could 
never do in his lifetime; a deep 
schism between the Sikhs and the 
Hindus all over. By killing Longowal 
they have largely undone the dam¬ 
age they had done to the people’s 
psyche. 

But the battle is still on, and it is 
not for the weak or the lily-livered to 
join. The battle is only for the brave 
who can die but once. 

For Rajiv Gandhi the easiest and 
the safest course would have been to 
I postpone the elections. Even the 
strongest votaiies of democracy were 
I pressing for the sale and easy path, 

I but comes a time in the life of a 
nation when it either takes a hard 
course today oi loses out on its 
I tomorrows. Such a time it is for India 
i now, and one must admire the young 
! Prime Minister for refusing to flinch 
i in the face of danger. 

I F.Iections are a logical corollary of 
j^the accord that Rajiv and Longowal 


By Janardan Thakur 




Arjun Singh (left), Arun Nehru and P.V. Narasimha Ran (right) at Sant Longowal's funeral 


signed. A significant step had been 
taken towards peace and normalcy in 
Punjab, and to back out of elections 
at this stage would only have meant 
going several steps backward. Of 
course. Longowal’s absence would 
mean a tremendous setback for the 
: overall plan for Punjab, but then 
perhaps his martyrdom could bring 
about the desired poll results: a 
victory for the Akalis. 

That, I have very little doubt, is 
part of New Delhi’s overall strategy 
j for a Punjab solution. Unbelievable 
I as it may sound—for it Ls so much 
against the grain of the Congress(l)— 
the Prime Minister would for the 
first time be praying that his party 
loses in the Punjab Assembly elec¬ 
tions. For the simple reason that a 
Congressd) victory in the state 
would really mean going back to 
square one. There could of course be 
no guarantee that the Akalis coming 
to power in Punjab would mean an 
end to troubles, but certainly that 
would be the best bet for giving 
peace a chance. 

How the Congressd) will go about 
the task of getting defeated is a 
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different matter. It would certainly 
not be easy to convince the power- 
hungry partymen in the state that 
this is a sacrifice they must make for 
peace, but one must say Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi is trying hard. That is what all his 
appeals to his partymen on how to 
“fight” the Punjab elections boil 
down to: our victory would be in 
defeat. 

Many may laugh at this scenario, 
but I would like to believe it is not a 
wild fancy. After all, isn’t it possible 
that the young Prime Minister may 
have another side to him? In the past 
he has used all the tricks and chican¬ 
ery of his mother to win at the 
hustings, even when he could have 
won without any of it, but it is not 
only “continuity” that he promised, 
but also “change.” And by way of 
change it is just possible that he may 
bring to his gigantic task a states¬ 
manship which his mother often scof¬ 
fed at. 

The way ahead is strewn with dan¬ 
gers, but let’s go on with prayers on 
our lips and courage in our hearts. 
Longowal showed us how. 
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The Martyred Saint 

By NikhiJ Chakravarttv 


O n 20 August ISS'fi, at a gurd 
wara in a Punjab village, a man 
was shot dead as he finished 
hi& speech in a gathering of 
about 5,000 people, launching his 
party’s election campaign Sant Har 
chand Singh Longowal was 5^ years 
old when he was gunned down by a 
gang which claimed to have been 
I politically opposed to him 

Settling political suites thiough 
bullets has happened before in our 
I country But every time that has ] 

I taken place the public response has 
I been one of deep anxiety, premoiii i 
j tions about dark foices overtaking 
I our demociacy and tearing it apait 
by breeding hatred between com 
I n unities or castes Gandhiji was kil 
It'd in 1948 by a Hindu fanatic who 
bt'longed to the tube which went 
mad at his preaching communal har 
moiiy even in the midst of the searing 
experience of the partition of tbt 
country Thuty six yeais later, in 
1984, I'ndira Gandhi was riddled with 
bullets because of her “crime" to 
have tnted to put down with an iron 
hand tihose who were cowardly and 
were U'>ing the sacied precincts of 
temples to whip up communal acn . 
I mony by unleashing armed teirorism { 
to the poi nt of preparing the ground 
for secessi o n of a pan of the country i 
I from out ni o therland And nearly ten I 
I months later, on 20 August, .Sant 
Longowal fc'll to the assassin’s gun | 
because he m.ide an honest effort to 
take his community and his state out 
of the blind alley into which they | 
were dragged by the suicidal policy 
of extremist tt'rrorism 
The Akali Party of which .Sant 
Longowal was tfie chief, had some | 
grievances and raised certain de i 
mands which became the platform of 
a protracted mass agitation This 
generated bitter L'-ustration and led 
the Sikh community nowhere, 
though it brought m its train huge 
wastage of the nation’s lesources 
But nobody objected to their right to 
agitate. 

The point of departu re came when 
a so-called militant group took to 
terrorist tactics The emergence of 
the Bhindranwale cult with us armed 
gangster methods vitutred Punjab’s 
normal political process and brought 
forward the demand foi Khalistan 
which IS supposed to be carved out 
by seceding from the Indian union 

tUNCMV 1—/ SapMmbar iges 


Bhindranwale’s indiscriminate vio 
lence beginning with the butchering 
of the Nirankari Sikhs, sought to 
provoke communal clashes by the 
ten oust killing of non Sikhs If com 
munai riots had not taken place at 
that stage, ii was mainly because of 
the sanity of the majority in the Sikh 
community as also the firm steps 
taken by the government But Bhin 
dranwale himself was not touched 
though he could easily have been 
nabbed at th it stage 

Partly, this was due to the fact that 
the Sikh leaders within the Congicss 
weie divided on this score, but laigt 
Iv. because the Akali leaders, ol 
whom Sant Longowal was the chief, 
took no steps to cither cutb or con 


Sant Longo wal’s life I 
ended as the day ends in 
his native Punjab in the 
monsoon: irt crimson i 
sunset framed by 
forbidding clouds. 


demn Bhindranwale This point 
needs to be stressed ir we are to 
strive for an objective .assessment of 
the Punjab situation With all the 
homage that one could pay to Sant 
Longowal’s martyrdom today, his re 
sponsibility for the crisis into which 
Punjab was almost inexorably drag 
ged into two years ago, can hardlv be 
glossed over it me were to adhere to 
any objective assessment Politual 
personalities are not just individual 
characters, with their life is inter 
woven the texture of an epii.ode oi a 
phase in political development even 
if we leave aside the question of j 
evaluating their place in history in 
tlie long run It is with this vai dstick 
one cannot help looking back 'o the 
strange conduct of the Akali lead 
ership—which certainly included 


Sant Longowal—m its kidglove 
approach to Bhindranwale with dis¬ 
astrous consequences for the Sikh ) 
c<xnmunit> as a whole ! 

Why did Sant Longowal and the I 
Akali leadership haibour Bhindran | 
wale’ I he leasons for this, as could ' 
be gauged by outsiders, are roughly 
two first the Akali leadci ship was a I 
divided house and Longowal pres | 
ided over an outfit viith conflicting 
pulls and piessuies That was why, ' 
despite several setious atteinp s at i 
negotiating with the centr iver I 
tlieir demands, they eithei backed 
out OI shiitid their position Lach 
Itadei was indulging in one 
upmanship bv exeicising his veto on 
one point oi other in the terms of a 
possible settlement It is no doubt 
tiue that the centre too shifted its 
position sometimes but there is no 
g.nn s.iying the fact that the Akali | 
Icadeiship noloiiousls changed its 
position raising fiesh demands 
whenever a settlement w.is in the 
offing Ihis was obiiouslv due to the 
disunity’ within the Itadeishii)—a 
point which needs to be stitssed 
when one assesses Sant longowal’s I 
leadership in those eaily days Iheic I 
IS no streak of a commanding perso 
nahtv in him that could unitv the | 
entile Akali tamp . 

This leads to the second tai toi that | 
determined the Akali Dal’s position i 
vis avis Bhindianwalc Since they 1 
themselses failed to make any head . 
wav on then own thev seemed to [ 
have calculated that Bhindranwale’s | 
terrorism could be used as a batter 
mg ram against the centie The spate 
of ter.onst acts bv Bhindianwale’s 
gang could, they seemed to have 
thought, foice the centre to come to 
terms with the Akali Dal It was this 
calculation—not unprecedented in 
the annals of political bankruptcy— 
that took the Akali Dal leaders to the 
extraordinary situation when they , 
allowed Bhindianwalc to install him- I 
self within the s.inctuary of the Gol- 1 
den Temple and make it the base of 
his terroiist operations all over Pun 
tab It was repotted at the time that ^ 
Gurcharan Singh lohra as the head 
of the Shiiomani Gurdwara Praban 
dhak Committee (SGPC) got Bhm- 
dianwale to settle down in the Akal 
Fakht, but nowhere was there any 
indication that Sant llarchand Singh 
Longowal as the chief of the Akali 
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Dal had his reservations, not speak 
of serious objections to this step of 
harbouring Bh'indr4nwale an^ there¬ 
by abetting terror&m. 

Many of those who in the changed 
climate of today are liberal in their 
attack on Indira Gandhi for having 
ordered Operation Bluestar, could 
offer no alternative course in dealing 
with the dangerous situation. In fact, 
the records show that most of them— 
mainly non-Sikhs—approved of the 
army action to smoke out the Bhin- 
dranwale gang from the Golden Tem¬ 
ple. it is undeniable that the Sikh 
sentiment was hurt at. this operation 
against the community’s sanctorum, 
but the country can legitimately ask, 
what did the Sikh leaders do in the 
months and weeks preceding, to de¬ 
mand that the Golden Temple must 
not be permitted to be Bhindran- 
wale’s terrorist hideout? Not even a 
statement came from the leading 
lights in the Sikh community. Those 
well-meaning non-party Sikh leaders 
and the government pould not get a 
single Akali leader including Sant 
Longowal to agree to the dislodge- 
ment of Bhindranwale from the Gol¬ 
den Temple. 

After Operation Bluestar and the 
army clamp-down on Punjab, the 
Akali Dal leadership showed no signs 
of activity to put the state back on to 
the road of normalcy. It is argued 
that they being in detention, were 
immobilised. On the facp of it, this 
sounds plausible. But if one studies 
the record of our national leaders 
during the freedom struggla, one 
gets an idea of the almost non-stop 
activity—even to the point of active 
negotiation with the British rulers-:— 
that they were engaged in when they 
had to spend years in prison. No 
political leader worth his salt switch¬ 
es off his activity once in prison. One 
is entitled to ask the question how 
the Akali leaders spent their days in 
detention. Was there rethinking of 


their line of action, an awareness of 
the need for change in approach in 
the changed circumstances? A poli- 
' tical leader gains eminence only . 
when he or she tries to look beyond 
the immediate, and not just stay at 
the level of responses of understand¬ 
ing of his or her following. 

T his brings one to the last phase of 
Sant Longowal's career as a poli- 
tifal leader. After Indira Gandhi’s 
gruesome assassination followed by 
the pogrom on the Sikh community, 
which was not engineered by the 
Congressfl) local bosses though sonle 
of them indulged in it in the mass 
mood of bitter anger, instead of 
' trying to assuage it—when Rajiv 
1 Gandhi took the correct step of re¬ 
leasing the Akali leaders as the first 
Step towards a thaw in F'unjab—Sant 
Harchand Singh Longowal’s first ex¬ 
tensive interview published in Sun¬ 
day was disappointing,: there was not 
a word of condemnation at the brutal 
: killing of Indira Gandhi, not even an 
I expression of sorrov/ at the heinous 
I act. 

I It was only after he was persuaded 
! by his friends and well-wishers and 
j that too after long deliberations that 
I he took a stand for reconciliation. He 
I seemed to have irealised then that 
I Akali politics had reached a dead 
i end and in the frustration that had 
: spread over the entire Sikh commun- 
I ity, there could be no place for the 
I Akali leadership if it did not bestir 
I itself for a return to normalcy. It was 
> this which led ultimately to the 
I memorandum of settlement that he 
signed with Rajiv Gandhi on 24 July. 

In bringing about this rapport and 
I rapproachement, three factors can 
j be noted to have contributed: first, 
j the firm hand vdth which the Punjab 
■ administration was run—with vigi- 
! lance but without vendetta. Second, 
i the important contribution made by 


The body of Sant Longowal being taken in a procession to his village, Longowal 



the well-wishers of the Akali Dal, 
both Sikh and non-Sikh, to persuade 
Sant Longowal to take a reasonable 
stand. Third—and this is perhaps the 
most important—Rajiv Gandhi’s 
readiness to accommodate to the 
point of promptly conceding most of 
the Akali demands. He himself aut¬ 
henticated the commitment by sign¬ 
ing the accord in his capacity as the 
Prime Minister of India. It is indeed a 
case of stooping to conquer. 

After the 24 July accord, Sant 
Longowal certainly earned for him¬ 
self the position of a national leader. 

At the same time, let it not be 
underestimated that he could not 
fully overcome the reservations and 
opposition within his own party to 
any settlement with the government. 
For one thing, the Akali Dal itself 
was split, with the aggressive wing 
regrouping itself under the 80-year 
old father of Bhindranwale, putting 
up the misleading signboard of the 
“United” Akali Dal. This has become i 
the real bastion of extremism with 
the All India Sikh Student Federa¬ 
tion providing its militant cover. Th*i 
Bhindranwale terrorists which art* 
yet to be smashed up are sheltened 
within this outfit. Secondly, even in 
the rest of the Akali Dal, Longo wal 
could not persuade Prakash Si.ngh 
Badal or Curcharan Singh Toh’ra— 
leaders of no mean standinf^—to 
come out openly in support of 'c'ne 24 
July accord. 

In this situation, Longowa'i could 
mount no campaign against r.he ter¬ 
rorists. He had begun to mak e public 
appeals for Hindu-Sikh unity, but 
with the dramatic decisici-n by the 
centre to hold a snap poll i n Punjab, 
the situation changed. The urge for 
Akali unity—including an under¬ 
standing with the extrewiists—could 
be discerned, a positioii which Sant 
Longowal could not possibly have 
resisted as could be mu de out by the 
wording of the statement he jointly 
issued with Badal am’i Tohra on the 
morning of 20 Auguist, only a few 
hours before his trag.ic death. But the 
terrorists were not, going to spare 
him; he was kille.d because they 
wanted to physically remove him so 
that he did not stick on as a thorn in 
their path. 

Akali politics is still in the dol¬ 
drums and the f a te of Punjab is beset 
with orninous portents. Sant Har¬ 
chand Singh Longowal’s martyrdom 
to the cause of national unity is cer¬ 
tainly inspirinig. but it is too early to 
predict that i t would turn the tide 
against the AVali extremists. What 
can safely be; said about the mar¬ 
tyred Sant i’s, that his life ended as 
the day ends, in his native Punjab in 
the monscion; in crimson sunset 
framed by 'forbidding clouds. 
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Guns and Bullets Rule 
Once Again 

By Inder K.Gujral 


W ithin three weeks of signing, 
what has been called the 
historic accord, Sant Har- 
chand Singh Longowal has 
been martyred for trying to turn the 
tide of hatred and alienation. 
Obviously the terrorists, and those 
who have expressed their happiness 
over his death, were not participat¬ 
ing in the prolonged dharam yudh to 
back up its demands that centred 
round an assured water supply for 
the Punjabi farmers nor to get Chan¬ 
digarh transferred to Punjab not 
even to secure the release of the 
innocents from jails or for reinstate¬ 
ment of those armymen who had 
emotionally responded to Operation 
Bluestar. 

The trail of the Sant’s blood has 
now more clearly defined that while 
a vast majority of the Sikhs—both in 
the state and outside—are patrioti¬ 
cally committed to Indian unity, 
there are elements and forces whose 
objectives are to break the nation by 
violent means. 

This IS a major turning point in 
Sikh politics. During the heyday of 
Bhindranwaie, Sant Harchand Singh 
Longowal and his moderate friends 
were clearly opposed to terrorism 
and the Khalistan demand, but their 
voice was dinned out amidst the loud 
noises of the bombs and bullets. The 
governmental intransigence and 
propaganda did everything to make 
their task formidable. Bluestar, Mrs 
Gandhi’s assassination, the Delhi, 
Kanpur, Bokaro riots—all put 
together—built a heavy stone wall 
between the two fraternal tommuni 
ties and pushed, more or less, the 
entire Sikh community outside the 
pale of the nation’s mainstream. 

Two more factors added to the 
dark tragedy; Sant Longowal and his 
leading colleagues were incarcerated 
when their presence amidst their 
people was needed most. Even the 
three successive full benches of the 
Supreme Court were reluctant to 
pronounce that his detention was 
illegal. Obviously even the portals of 
an institution that normally inspires 
faith for its neutrality and courage, 
had ^n affected by the divisive 
winds outside. Secondly, one likes to 
forget it, the December 1984 elec¬ 


tions were conducted as a referen¬ 
dum against the entire Sikh commun¬ 
ity and a whole arsenal of hate was 
deployed to mark them out as “ene¬ 
mies of the nation.” There are the 
factions that breed intense aliena¬ 
tion and a terroristic psyche. No one 
stops to raise the query; from where 
and how successive waves of terror¬ 
ists are emerging. Only the Sant had 
asked this both in private and in 
public. But he did not get any credi¬ 
ble response from the powers that 
be. 

Harchand Singh Longowal was 
neither trusted by the radicalised 
youth nor by authorities when he was 
released in the month of March (to 
digress a little, but let me say, that he 
was let out of jail) not because the 
government had changed its attitude 
but because, though belatedly, the 
Supreme Court had indicated to the 
government side that it intended to 
accept the habeas corpus petition. 

WMle the authorities had been 
accusing the moderates for either 
coalescing with or succumbing to 
pressures of the Bhindranwaleites, 
the Sikh youth blamed them for 
breaking the solidarity of the Sikhs 
and for exhibiting cowardice during 
Operation Bluestar. A lone and dis- 
I tressed Sant was faced with a formid¬ 
able groundswell. Only a man with 
the heart of Gandhi could have stood 
up to raise his voice stressing sanity 
and basic truths. But humanity has 
always crucified its prophets of 
truth; It is not a phenomenon of 
I medieval times. 

he three of theo', Longowal, 
Tohra and Badal, had once ag- 
I am closed their ranks hours before 
1 his tragic death. They had decided to 
I accommodate and settle with the 
I "United” Akali Dal. A few days ear- 
1 lier Badal had Slid that it would be a 
mistake to think that all ot those who 
followed Baba Joginder Singh were 
extremists. “On the contrary, they 
are moderates like us.” 

The announcement of elections 
severely handicapped Longowal. He 
had to hurriedly patch up without 
enunciating and elaborating the 
principle and the policy frame. Given 
a few months for intense campaign¬ 
ing, he would have been able to 


explain to the rank and particularly 
the estranged youth that he had been 
consistent all along and that the 
agreement was not a “sell-out.” The 
attitude and outlook that had been 
formed during the long tormenting 
years could not be wished away by 
few speeches or TV programnu'S. 

Of course, there are determined, 
foreign-aided, killers in the terrorist 
ranks but they prosper in the midst 
of untrusting minds of the youth. 
Longowal had still to reach them 
when his attention was diverted to 
compulsions of the polls. 

1 do not plead that the terrorists 
would not have struck him. They 
would have attempted to eliminate 
his sane voice. But elections induced, 
it seems, an element of urgency. 
The poUcy-makex s have oven 

a more unfortunat%j|^i|l^i<KW. It 
is an error tobtf iepA&ati^iwhKilor- 
al process and its dhemMith wmild 
isolate extremism. On the contrary, a 
weakened and divided leadeiwp 
will be forced to “uni^ the pfuith”on 
a non-Longpwal platform. Of course, 
his martyrdom will ^ lauded rhetor¬ 
ically and utilised' for pulling i^e 
votes. 

In the face of a new turn in the 
Akali politics and terroristic threat, 
the Hindu feeling of insecurity has 
enhanced. Their polarisation around 
the Congress{I) is more durable now. 
As a result, a large mass of the 
Hindus and the Sikhs are likely to 
vote on communal lines. Even after 
the assassination of the Sant it would 
not have been difficult to establish a 
credible line of communication with 
other leading persons in the Akali 
Dal and work out fresh parities but 
the imminent polls have inhibited 
this prospect. 

The assassins’ bullets and the 
announcement of election have, 
together, ended Punjab’s brief hon¬ 
eymoon with normalcy. The emerg¬ 
ing scenario of factional divisions 
among the AkaUs further dims the 
hope. An unified Akali leadership, 
around “Longowalism” is an essen¬ 
tial must for inducting an era of 
peace and stability in the state, $ut 
all this needed time for propukailon 
and consolidation which the ^arly 
polls” lobby would not grant. 
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Killers in the Crowd 

Sankarhhan Thakur describes Sant Longoival s violent end at a meeting in Sangiur 


' 1)1 SI shots came from IS ten 

1 ■ awa\ tht\ failed to find then 

i I tdiget It v\ds ncdung S 30 in the 

I B evening and Sant Harchand 
Suigh longovsdl had tust finished 
tidditssing a congregation of 1 >00 
odd people at the guidwara in Shei 
pui a village in the interior of his 
home distiict Sangiui Thtv were 
still h iiling the Sant s eftorts for 
bringing about Hindu Sikh amitv 
seconding it with cheers and waves 
of the hand when almost unnoticed 
a Sikh youth sitting among the pco 
pit pot ui) (lulled out d pistol from 
his kurr,i and fiitd Some heaid four 
shots somt live Nobodv can rtmem 
htr coirectlv lot at fust thev did not 
tealisc whdt was happening Most | 


I thought thev weit shots from a gun I 
fiitd in luhilation It was when thev 
saw blood on tht wooden platform I 
wheie Sant I ongowal was sitting that 
thev tuintd to tht man who had 
pulled tht ttiggti People ran belter 
sktltci and the assailant latei ide 
ntifitd as Gian Singh made tor the 
guidwaia gate He was caught much 
before he could make his getaway a 
group of villagers seeing that he had 
thrown dwdv his weapon chased and 
giahbtd him As thev brought him 
liatk thev saw two men—Karam(it 
Singh and Gurmail Singh—who were 
on the platlorm bleeding But Santji 
(as Sant 1 ongowal was leterred to) to 
then lelief was sate He had risen 
tiom his seal in fron' and had taken a 



wd.k to a spot right behind the 
makeshift wooden platform He was 
shghtlv shaken but unhurt They 
brought him a glass of water and 
Sunndei Singh Sant Longowal s 
nephew, asked him how he was 'I 
am all right he replied “theieisno 
reason to woiiv now He moved his 
hanas over his bodv and lepeated 
that he vvas well The worst thev 
thought was over But it was vet to 
come 

The open bid had tailed It was now 
the turn of treacherv Lven as people 
atound Sant Longowal wt^re heaving 
a sigh of leliet tht seiond assassin 
was zeroing in posine as his oodv 
guaid Pitie hato ;are liato (move 
awav move awav)’ he shoiittd as 
he made his wav thiougli tht ciowd 
tow.udstht Sant flaunting his pistol 
in iht an Santfi kittln (whtic is 
Sant Longowal •' He etujiined and 
was piomptlv shown tht way bv 
unsuspecting pet pit The man also 
in loose kiinapMama walktd ton 
fidentlv to the squatting Longowal, 
(ammed tht butt of his pistol in'ci his 
stomach and pumpt d a bullet into 
him It went through his liver and 
lafei killed him This timt one of the 
Sant’s lousins Slier Singh returned 
firt miuung Halwinder Singh, 
the assailant But he had done his 
)ob His bullet made its wav before 
anyone around Sant longowal could 
piovide covtr Two of them did try— 
and got injured in the process—but 
thev were a second late The Sant 
had fallen into lus nephew’s lap, 
bleeding profusely Minutes later, he 
was on his wav to the Sangrur Civil 
Hospital 3S km away accompanied 
in the ash white Ambassadoi by 
Surinder Singh and Shei Singh The 
Sant according to Surinder Singh, 
was in his senses for most of the way 
to Sangrur In fact he kept asking 
how far they were from the hospital 
He repeatedly asked his nephew to 
have faith in the Guru and also said 
that since he had been shot in front 
of the Dai bar Sahib in the Sherpur 
gurdwara everything would be all 
light But Sunndei Singh knew there 
was no hope much before they 
leaehed the hospital 

Sant Longowal seemed to have a 
special attachment for gurdwara 
Akal Prakash at Sherpur He had 
gone there many times According to 
Giani Gurbaehan Singh, the chief 
priest of the Sherpur gurdwara 
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'Without Longowal, it Now Seems an Uphiii Task' 


Punjab Governor Arjun Singh told Sunday 


a t Was Jeet Singh, the main 

• security guard of Sant Lon- 
gowal, a close associate of Simran- 
jeet Singh Mann? 

A: Yes. I have asked ex-general 
Gauri Shankar to look into this 
detail. 

Q: When did you come to know of 
his association? 

A: 1 came to know only after the 
murder of Sant Longowal? 

Q: Are Longowal’s 15 security 
guards under arrest or at least 
under serveillance? 

A: Nothing of that sort. They 
have neither been arrested nor are 
they under surveillance. We will 
take action only if something is 
established against them. 

Q: Who do you think is behind 
Sant Longowal’s murder? Was it a 
political murder or a case of terror¬ 
ist activity^ 

A: Well, It’s not proper for me to 
comment on this especially since 
the CBI inquiry is going on. But I do 
feel that it was a deep conspiracy 
against him. We will go to the 
bottom of It and see to it that the 
guilty are punished. 

Q. What arrangements have you 
made for holding safe elections? 



Arfun Singh; optimistic 

A: The standard arrangements— 
like arrangements for the security 
of the polling officers and others 
concerned. (W’e have made) 
arrangements to ensure that the 
backward classes vote fearlessly 
However, given the present cir¬ 
cumstances, I do feel that we would 


need extra security arrangements 
for the safety of the general public. 
So we will take the help of all 
forces. 

Q: You mean that the army will 
help to hold these elections? 

A; No, not the army. But we will 
take the help of paramilitary 
forces. We will augment the num¬ 
ber of security men to ensure that 
no one takes the law into his hands. 
All efforts will be made to ensure 
peaceful elections. 

Q: Don’t you think that the post¬ 
ponement of elections by a mere 
three days was rather...? 

A: This was no postponement. 
But we wanted to give time to the 
Akalis for the cremation of Sant 
Longowal. 

Q: Will you find it difficult to 
implement the accord without the 
support of Longowal? 

A; (That is) true. Without Lon¬ 
gowal, it now seems an uphill task. 
But 1 have great faith in mass 
support. The people of Punjab are 
behind this settlement So I am 
hopeful of the implementation to 
come through. 

Interviewed by Hite Sherme, Chendigerh 


“Whenever Santji found time, he 
would come and spend it with us." 
He was to ha\ e gone to the gurdwara 
convention of the Istn Akali Dal on 6 
August but due to ram-floods, Sher- 
pur had been cut off. The meeting 
' had then been postponed to 20 Au- 
gu.st. The Sant did reach Sherpur, but 
it was his last visit A dav after the 
: killer bullets had punctured peace in 
Sherpur. the pandal erected for the 
; meeting oii 20 August still stands 
I empty, in the large open courtyard. 

; On the wooden platform and a spot 
' right behind it are marked two large 
circles, one where Sant Longowal 
I escaped death and the .second where 
I it cornered him. 

i A group of villagers are always 
i around and the events of 20 August 
I are gone over again and again. The 
1 words are the same- the tragedy 
could have been avoided if only the 
securitymen had done their job well. 
The bandobast for the meeting, 
according to the people in the gurd¬ 
wara, was impressive. Other than the 
personal securitymen of Sant Lon¬ 
gowal. there were contingents of the 
Punjab police and the Central Re¬ 


serve Police Force (CRPF) accom¬ 
panying the entourage Even the 
commandos had taken position on 
the rooftops of the houses that over¬ 
look gurdwara Akal Prakash. In fact, 
some of them were even atop the 
minaret above the main gate of the 
gurdwara. “But,” said Harbans 
Singh, a village youth who was fan¬ 
ning Sant Longowal seconds before 
the fatal shooting, -‘none of them 
could do anything when the killers 
struck.” The policemen were 
sprawled out on the lawt.-. behind the 
pandal. They did not move in alter 
the first round ot firing by Gian 
Singh had taken place. Had they 
formed a ring around Sant Longowal 
immediately aftei the first attempt, 
the story could have been different. 
They did not. And even before the 
ink could dry on the Gandhi- 
Longowal pact, the killers had 
soaked it in blood. 

It was not totally unexpected 
though. Sant Longowal’s peace initia¬ 
tives with New Delhi, which had 
resulted in the agreement had frus¬ 
trated the efforts of all tl^se who 
had worked to keep Punjab—and the 


country—destabilised The Sant was, 
perhaps on the top of the hitlist of 
hardcore terrorists. Several groups, 
including the “L'nited" Akali Dal of 
Baba Joginder Singh and the All ! 
India Sikh Students Federation | 
(AISSF) had openly branded Sant 
Longowal as a “traitor,” describing 
the Punjab accoid as a “sellout.” 
They had w-arned that they would not 
allow peace in Punjab “We shall see ; 
how elections are held in Punjab,” ' 
an AISSF activist had told this cor- 
lespondent m Amntsdr'sGoldenTem- ; 
pie immediately after the settlement ; 
between Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- ^ 
dhi and Sant Longowal i 

There was spontaneous rejoicing ' 
in the offices of the “United” Akali 
Dal and the AISSF as soon as the ! 
news about the attempt on the life of | 
Sant Longowal reached the Golden i 
Temple complex. An Amritsar ba.sed 
journalist who was present in the , 
Golden Temple complex on the even¬ 
ing of 20 August and who wished to | 
remain anonymou.s, told Sunday: “I ' 
saw volunteers of the AISSF' and j 
supporters of Baba Joginder Singh ! 
dancing with joy as they learnt of the 1 
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attempt on the life of the Akali Dal 
chief.’’ (However, J.S. Talwandi in a 
press, report denied that there was 
rejoicing over the murder of Sant 
Longowal.) 

T hey were all there at the Sangrur 
Civil Hospital by late •siBvitoing. 
Woeful, tense faces. The PunjaB gov¬ 
ernor Arjun Singh wSlh his aides, 
senior Akali leaders iocltMlUig Pra- 
kash Singh Badal, Surjit Singh Bar- 
nala, Curcharan Singh Tohra, Bal- 
want Singh and thousands of suppor¬ 
ters of the Sant who waited outside 
for a word of hope from the doctors. 
Later in the night the union home 
minister, S.B. Chavan and the Prime 
Minister’s parliamentary secretary 
arrived from New Delhi. Meanwhile, 
the doctors inside were donig their 
level be ' ni revive the sinking Sant, 
at least . keep him goirig till the 
special teams of surgeons ttom the 
Post Graduate Institute (PCI) in 
Chana.t,oih and New Delhi reached 
Sangrur. But such was Longowal’s 


I condition that the experts did not 
I even get a chance to treat him. He 
I was dead before they arrived. In¬ 
deed, one of the senior doctors at the 
^ Sangrur Civil Hospital who was pre- 
I sent when Longowal was brought in, 
' said that the Sant was dead some- 
I time after his arrival, much before 
I the officially announced time of 8.40 
I pm. So profusely had he bled on his 
I way that an operation to extricate 
the bullet in the abdomen could not 
I be undertaken. Instead, the Sangrur 
I ho.spital medical team comprising Dr 
Harnek Singh, Dr R.K. Goel, Dr S.K. 

I Goel and Dr H.C. Loomba, tried to 
I keep him alive by administering car- 
j diac massages. They did not have to 
] do it for long. 

Gloom descended on Sangrur as 
soon as the linal word came. Along 
with it came a palpable tension. 
Perhap-., more than the tragic hap- 
j penings of the day, it was the future 
that worried those who were present. 
Suddenly, what seemed to look more 
1 and more like a straight path to 


The Suicide Mission 


J arnail Singh, Gian Singh, Hal- 
winder Singh, Nirmal Singh, Dar- 
shall Singh and Charanjit Singh, 
the six men allegedly involved in 
the assassination of Sant Longowal 
are all educated and below the age 
of 30. Four of them were taken into 
custody within a couple of day.s of 
the assassination while Jarnail 
Singh and Charanjit Singh were 
absconding. Whereas Gian Singh 
; and Ha I winder Singh, the two who 
I had fired at Longowal in the Sher- 
I pur gurdwara, were apprehended 
I immediately by the people there, 
Nirmal Singh and Darshan Singh 
were picked up by the Punjab 
Police ar Sudhar in Ludhiana dis¬ 
trict. They all belonged to the same 
area—Ludhiana—but not all of 
them weie known terrorist. Jarnail 
Singh, in fact, was the only one who 
had a criminal record and was 
wanted by the Punjab Police in 
several ca.ses. It was he who per¬ 
suaded Gian Singh and Halwinder 
Singh to carry out the assassination 
and took them to the Sherpur Gurd¬ 
wara on his motorcycle sometime 
before Sant Longowal reached 
there. Again it was Jarnail Singh 
I wild had procured the weapons for 
I Gian and Halwtnder Singh which 
were of foreign make and since the 
two were not trained in their use, 
• Jarnail Singh took them to a village 
I field and ’’taught them the basic 
[ techniqujes.” 


It is perhaps for the first time in a 
major terrorist operation in Punjab 
that the assailants have been 
caught on the scene of the incident. 
The modus operand! for the assas¬ 
sination of Sant Longowal was 
markedly different from the ones 
the terrorists adopted in earlier 
cases. This was not a hit and run 
operation and there were no vehi¬ 
cles waiting in readiness for the 
assailants to escape. By undertak¬ 
ing this mission, the extremists 
have shown how determined they 
are, even if it meant launching 
what was almost a suicide mission. 
Besides, the fact that even 
amateurs could be persuaded to 
execute such a job is an indication of 
the efforts the terrorist group is 
making to broadbase its activities. 

During the initial interrogation 
there was a confirmation of sorts 
from Gian Singh that the extremists 
bad played upon his emotions and 
forced him into killing Sant Lon¬ 
gowal. He admitted that he was 
'‘terribly upset” over Operation 
Bluestar and that the men who had 
Contacted him for the job had taken 
advantage of this. "Gairi ho gai ,(it 
was a mistake),” he is supposed to 
have told his interrogators. Mean¬ 
while, Halwinder Singh, the other 
alleged assassin lay injured under 
heavy guard at the Rajendra Hos- 
ilihil iti^Rtfeiala. 

i i w Ut a rW ^H ’l^aHtiir, Ch t mdigah t 


peace had coiled to form a big ques¬ 
tion mark. Harchand Singh Longowal 
was the cornerstone of the edifice of 
peace that was being built. Would 
the structure hold even after his fall? 
The Akali Dal was faced with a crisis. 
Was there someone in their ranks 
who could step into Sant Longowal’s 
shoes? Was there even a man who 
would be acceptable to all? Or, would 
the fractious “Dal” split open into 
bitter factions again? 

What of the centre? Hardly 27 days 
had passed and one end of the bridge 
they had built in Punjab had col- 
I lapsed. A single gunshot seemed to 
j have put the clock back. In a state 
that was preparing to go to the polls, 

I the police was immediately placed 
I on red alert and the army and para- 
j military forces asked to stand by. 

I Tension had shot back. It was, 
perhaps, an indication of the future 
' that those who held the reins of the 
country left all else to attend to the 
' new situation in Punjab after Sant 
j Longowal’s assassination. Prime 
, Minister Rajiv Gandhi summoned an 
I emergency meeting of the Political ' 
Affairs Committee (PAC) of the un¬ 
ion cabinet to discuss the post- 
Longowal scenario in Punjab. It was 
a session which dragged on till late in 
I the night and was based on a series of 
^ “situation reports” which had been 
' despatched from Arjun Singh's office 
j in Chandigarh. Later, the union 
home minister S.B. Chavan and the 
i Prime Minister’s parliamentary 
secretary, Arun Singh, returned with 
their own assessments after talks | 
.with top officials and leading politic¬ 
al personalities of the state. So did 
the Punjab Governor, Arjun Singh, 
whose advice about the state carries 
weight with the Prime Minister. Ar¬ 
jun Singh had played a key role in 
the fruition of the Punjab accord 
between the Prime Minister and Sant 
Longowal. With his network of con¬ 
tacts that Arjun Singh had estab¬ 
lished during his tenure as Governor, 
he is considered one of the best men 
to advise the centre on its Punjab 
policy. 

There were two main issues facing 
the government. The obvious one, of 
course, was whether or not to go 
ahead with elections in Punjab but 
equally important, perhaps, was the 
question of a replacement for Sant 
Longowal. Anything would be im¬ 
possible for the centre to do in Pun¬ 
jab without a sane voice at the head 
of the Akali Dal, the popular party in 
the state. Who could the centre de¬ 
pend upon? Delhi had subtly and 
assiduously helped enhance the sta¬ 
tus and credibility of Sant Longowal 
over the months. The gamble had 
paid off; the Sant had become the 
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strongest and the most influential 
voice in Punjab Now that he was no 
more, who should the centre negoti 
ate with in the Akali tamp’ Suielv, u 
could not protect peace single 
handedly, it needed a partner in the 
Akali Dal Late on the evening of 22 
August, the gosernment settled the 
first issue Despite opposition from 
all non Congress!I) national parties 
and dissenting voices in the Akali 
Dal, Assembly and patliamentarv 
elections were to go aht ad in Punjab 
The date of the poll had been ex 
tended fiom 22 Septembei to 2? 
September but that seemed more a 
technical change than anything else 
The second issue was more vexed 
The confusion in the Akali Dal aris 
ing from the sudden departure of 
Sant Longowal had become a major 
political stumbling block The fight 
for leadership, though suppressed 
till the funeral of the slain leader on 
21 August, came out in the open as 
the Akali leaders split awa> to their 
respective camps after having paid 
their last respects to Santji at his 
native village, Longowal 
The Kamuwal guidwara is at the 
edge of Longowal village in the midst 
of lush gieen paddy fields Sant Lon 
gowal had taken a keen in 
terest in the construction of the gurd 
wara but hardlv anyone could guess 
that even before it was completed, 
his body would be lying on a pyre in 
Its courtyard Thousands had turned 
out on the day of the funeial to bid 
good-bye to the Sant Men, women 
and children of all faiths had con 
verged from near and fai in trucks 
and tractors, buses and vans jeeps 
and motorcycles Thousands from 
neighbouring villages and towns had 
crisscrossed the expanse oi green tor 
miles to reach in nme for the last 
rites For miles on either side of the 
gurdwara one could see streams of 
people The funeral procession, 
which had started from Sangrur ear 
ly in the morning, had itself bi ought 
along thousands of people Sant Lon 
gowal's body, bedecked with flowpis 
and diaped m an off white shawl 
was brought atop an open Mat.idoi 
truck on which stood the Akali lead 
er’s trusted aide, Surpr Singh Baina 
la, Sant Longowal s sistci Bibi 
Dileep Kaur and ironically thi mat 
tyred leader’s tall strapping person 
al bodyguard who was not with him 
at Sherpur on that fateful day he 
was taken ill the davbeioit 
A separate <’ioup of Icadeis had 
been sent out bv the ctntie foi the 
funetal defence ministei P V Naia 
simha Rao union ministci of state 
for power, Aiun Nehru the Lok 
Sabha speaket, Balaram lakhar and 
two AICC(l) general secretaiies (i K 


Moopanar and Raienelia human Ba 
ipdi Representing Piestdent Zail 
Singh was his mihtaiv sectetaiv Air 
MaishalRS Naidu Theie were Aka 
li and Sikh teligious leaders too led 
bv Giani Sahib Singh the chief pi lest 
of the Golden Temple The security 
personnel stood in line, heads bowed 
as a mark of respect the guns 
boomed in salute the people praved 
foi the Sant’s soul Nvara Singh, a 
native of Longowal who claimed to 
have known him for several years 
said, “What an iiony' The man who 
had fought against violence had him 
self become its victim ’ 

T he internecine tussle in the Akali 
Dal surfaced on the funeral 
ground itself The pyre of Sant Lon 
gowal was still burning and his sister 
still wailing in one of the looms of 
the guidwara, when some of the 
Idtheddrs of the Akali Dal closeted 
themselves to begin hscussions on 
then future course of action The rift 
was immediately visible foi while 
Suijit Singh Bainala and his men 
staved back the foi met Puntab chief 
ministei Piakash Singh Badal and 
the Shiioinani (,uidwaia Piabaii 
dhak (.ommittee (''(,PC) piesident, 
Gin cliai an Singh Tohi a the two Aka 
li piotdgonists who had opposed the 
Puntab accord sped awav to Chandi 
gaib in the same cat Dining the few 
ininmts in which this correspondent 
Loultl talk to them both expressed 
then views against the holding of 
elections in Punjab immediately 
Both wei e uncertain about the future 
of Ak ill politic*' and Punjab It is 
too eai Iv to sav i cmai ked Badal, as 


him said Wait and watch we ate 
still in the Akali Dal 

Only hours before his assassina 
tiun, Sant Longowal had made a 
maioi bieakihrough in Akali politics 
bv bringing both Badal and Tohra 
under his umbrella At a hurriedly 
summoned pi ess confeience aiound | 
noon on 20 August in Chandigarh, 
Sant Longowal had announced that ^ 
theie were no differences between 
him and the two Akali leaders who 
had hitheito been opposing the 
accord Speaking in the name of 
‘ Panthic unity ’ he said he had en 
I trusted the task of achieving unity to 
the two “senior leaders” of the party 
I Badal and Tohia too told the pi ess 
that theie was no misunderstanding | 
and that the Akali Dal would always 
remain united The announcement of 
I the Punjab polls had brought the two j 
estianged groups together But even | 
otheiwise sav political observers in I 
Punjab the coming logtthei of the j 
two gioups was onlv a mattei ol time ' 
It not lohia at hast Badal would I 
have comt aiound because it was a ' 
question of hi*, t.iieti opposing the 
popiiJai Sant I oiigowal would have 
tncaiit iiolitiL il isolation lust betore 
the pitss coiilt 11 iicc m Chandigarh 
Longowal nut Badal and lohra at the 
house ol a common friend near 
Patiala and then ditltrences weie 
I thiashed out Badal and fohia had 
asked albeit hesiiatinglv lot assur 
I anccs about the Batnala Balwant 
1 Singh grouj) in the Akali Dal The 
Sant must have giv'-n them a -.aiistac 
toiv leplv But then bv that evening ( 
1 ongowal was dead and the sanctity | 
ot the agiccmcnt with Badal and i 

Without I 
squabbles i 


IIS cdi moved out ot th* gpidwara, Tohia itmained no mote 
thing', have suddenly chai^Bied with | the aibitei aiound the 
»antji , death Tohra sitting beside i began afiesh 
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Barnala: A Pragmatic Choice 


T he war of succession within the 
Akali Dal started even before the 
1 cremation of Sant Lonijowal. At a 
j gathering of mourners in Kambow- 
I at gurdwara in Sangiur districtv an 
I emergency meeting ot 19 jatheidars j 
: was announced. The juthedais de | 
cided on ii possible successor to | 
Sant Longowal from among two 
: names; S.S Barnala and Ajit Singh 
j When the tiames were put to vote, 

I Barnala won iiy 12 out ot the 19 


votes. And even as AIR was 
announcing Barnala’s name as the 
convenor of the Akah Dal, three 
jathedars owing allegiance to the 
Prakash Singh Badal camp con¬ 
tested the claim saying that it was 
not Barnala who had been elected 
as convenor but Ajit Singh. They 
even gave out the number of 
votes Ajit Singh had won: 14 out of 
19 votes. The jathedars also said 
that the announcement of Barnala 


“IShailSpare No Effort for the 
Impiementation of the Accord” 

/\c<iDg president of the Akali Dal, 

Surjit Singh Barnala, told Scn'dav 


with no alternative but to contest. 
Q: IVilJ you h3\-e scut adjust- 


As ai ting pvcsuh'nt ol the Aku- 
It Dul. ivhjt are your future 
j plans? 

! A Weil, my most piecious <lre.im 
1 is to puisne the policies of Sint 
I.ongowa! as faitlifullv as jiossdile. 
Ills ami was to bi mg aliout iie.ice 
and "geneiat aimiv” and i shaJl 
fotiow his path of lestoiatioii oi the 
I gloiv ol the winch was most 

ileai If Saiiti) and he worked lelen- 
I rli'-sly loi It Altliougli 1 cannot 
j hope to woi k lot It at Sanitrs pace 
bur still i shall do inv best iii ibis 
I dire,tiOf! Last but not tlie leasi, 
Santjj, be'ore be tell to the bullets, 

I was whole heal led!V vvoikmg lor 
I the iini'iemetitalion ol the Puni.ih 
' centre accoid 1 too leel verv 
! .siiongl.v foi till' aecoid and I shall 
spare MO efiorl lot the miplementa- 
I lion oi tile aecoid 
! Q: U7j.it do you meuu by vyorkinft 
i fvi the irupleirientatiou ol the 
accord'-^ 

I A. 1 me.Ill ih.ii 1 sh.ill try to see 
I that the .ic'coid is implemented as 
I fast .IS possible. In the process if we 
I find some snugs those should be 
j removed amicably. I wish to see all 
; the 11 points in the accord being 
implemented. The release of the 
j Sikh youth and a proper and 
i reasonable settlement of the army 
] deserters should come through as 
1 early as possible. 

: (p. Will the Akali Dal eomest the 

, elections? 

{ A; Ves. I v.ill fight the elections 
Although we watiTed elections to be 
j adjouini^since the centre has 
j decided to hold them we are left 

li“ ... 


tnents with othei opposition par- 
tiesf 

A I think It IS too early comment 
oil this. 

Q: Will you like the met per of the 
“Untted" Akali Dal with the Akah 
Pal in view ot the cominp elections ’ 

A: Ves, we will make an effort for 
the merger, for panchic unity, 
which was SantjTs ultimate dieani. 
Thus, mv priority will be to bring 
about unity among the two Dais 

Q As the acting president, what 
do you think of Badal and Tohra’s 
dissent over the Punjab accord? 

A; Well, they do not disagree any 
more and they have understood the 
accord in the overall interest of 
Punjab which was always expected 
of them. In the meeting held today 
(2!> -August), one of the resolutions 
has already declared full support to 
the accord by all those present 
including Badal and Tohra. 

Q: flow do you propose to work 
on the fast implementation of the 
accord? 

A; Well, I shall seek the coopera¬ 
tion of the centre and we have 
already asked for it in a resolution 
in the meeting of 25 August. 

Q: Would you like to bring sotpe 
changes in the Akali Dal? 

A' It has' to remain religio- 
political in structure. 

Q: If there is a coalition with the 
Congressff), will you accept It? 

A: The^e can be no question of a 
coalition with the Congressfl). 



as convenor of the Akali Dal was 
“fabricated and baseless.” 

The haste with which the lead-' 
ership among the Akalis acted has 
brought the intra-party sqi tbbles 
into the open. Badal, who had been 
kept to the sidelines by Longowal 
when he was building up Barnala 
and Balwant Singh, has now re 
ceived a fresh lease of life. It may 
be pointed out that he had opposed 
the accord In fact, he had no other 
option open. Longowal had gone to 
Delhi to sign the accord without 
Badal at his side, although Badal 
was the leader of the opposition 
Akali Party in the state In fact, the 
Badal camp had been feeling left 
out for quite some time because an 
impression was gaining ground that 
Barnala was being groomed by Lon- 
gov-'L a.s the future leader of the 
Akali Dal. 

Thi-s was unacceptable to the sup¬ 
porters of Badal. But LongowaTs 
sudden rise as a national figure put 
a stop TO BadaJ's plans. In 

fact, he found he had no authority 
to assert himself. The same was the 
case with Gurcharan Singh Tohra, ! 
the president of the SGPC. Tohra, i 
who held a high position in Sikh ' 
religio-politics. had to eat humble i 
pie while Sant Longowal was given ' 
prominence bv Delhi. Although . 
both Badal and Tohra accepted | 
Longowal’s supremacy—albeit I 
grudgingly—they were biding their 
time to assert themselves. 

It was at this juncture that Lon¬ 
gowal was assa.s$inated. His death 
has once again opened the doors for 
Badal and Tohra to rise again It 
was, perhaps, for this reason that | 
the initial noises to Bamala’s in- j 
stallation as the acting president j 
were made by those close to Badal. 

Tohra, on the other hand, does 
not want to take part directly in the 
struggle within the Akali Dal. 
There is a reason. Tohra cannot go 
back on his own word because he , 
said he did not want to seek re- . 
election as the president of the 
SGPC, nor contest parliamentary or 
Assembly elections. It was but natu¬ 
ral of him, therefore, to support the 
candidature of Sant Ajit Singh. But 
future events proved that the 
choice of Surjit Singh Barnala was 
perhaps the most pragmatic. For, i 
today Barnala is the most respected 
among the Akalis and it is he, more 
than anyone else, who can imple¬ 
ment the accord fully with help 
from the government. 
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There’s something new coming out of 
the blue, mates A fresh nevs experience, 
A great new feeing’ 

It’s for all those hearties who like to play 
It cool. Cordialh 
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Lime Juice Cordial 
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Wlien It comes to bikes, no 
two choices are the same Which is 
whv w'e decided to make evervone 
their cm n kind ot bike 

The Rajdoot Super-D The 
new sleek sr\lish rs cc machine 
with an incredible % km per litre 
fuel econoim—a w'lnnei in its 
class stiong, tough and 
dependable, it s the workhorse 
machine 

1 he Rajdoot GTS Deluxe Ihe 
great little tun bike rs cc powei 
Tims ihiough Its supple boch to 
niAe It a neat \\hi//v machine 
\ndloi the motorocling 
lovei there s no better mai hine 
than that sleek biute oi a beast, the 
Rajdoot 350—the ultimate dream 
machine with Vimalia wTittenall 
o\ei It 

And, in the same breed the 
lOOcc—ahighK luel etficient, 
commute and tun bike, worth 
waiting tor' 

Rajdoot with 20 \ears ot 
experience in manufaciuiing has 
got the innovation, technologc and 
service-struaure to keep everc 
Rajdoot buyer happv 

It stands to reason, because 
we’ve got all ot vou in mind 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


The Fallen Star 


Prem Nazir, who dominated Malayalam cinema for decades and was said to 
be joining politics, is now a has-been after acting m more than 600 films, 
with more roles to his credit than perhaps any actor in the world, he is an 
unhappy man Binoo K. John reports 
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Prem Nazir* a writc-air 
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T here was a halo of permanence 
about Prem Nazir While on the 
silver screens around the world, 
beauties, boys and beasts ere 
ated their own little histones and 
zipped out into oblivion, one man in 
the south of India strode the screen, 
an ever young hero mocking at time 
Foi over 35 years and neatly 600 
films,after he first appeared in films 
like Marumakal in 1952, Piem 
Nazir’s presence was an inevitable 
factor in Malayalam cinema In the 
world of cinema there have bet n grea 
ter actors, but none who were so 
consistent oi prolific 

But suddtnls time it stems has 
Lonqutted Pttm Na/it Hit man v\ho 
avtiaged 18 tilms a vt at has at it tl in 
unit live films this vtai and that too 
in conttit with other new stais lie 
has not had a hit I dm lot i long time 
Instead the it his httii a stung of 
flops 1 o I a man who t u 1 1 d 
Malasalam tine in i likt a monaich 
the last stage was ignominoiis M inv 
distiibutois in Keiala insisttd that 
his pitture should not he pi i ited on 
posteis lest It ket-ji people awiiv 
Piodutet‘ who put the II mines on 
him die now tiving to wiiggle out 
Others aie tising to salsaf e hah hot 
films bs putting in new stais Mam 
mutty Mot anlal Rthm in or Saiikai 
Ihe man whost fate stiied tiom 
eseis nook indcointi of tin siati is 
no longer I hi le The best he tan liope 
toi IS small roloi I’lem Na/ii tlie 
tvet gietn htto flit tteinal Romeo 
the man who has acted in the most 
niimbtt of films in the woild will 
Soon pass on to the pages of uiitnia 
history 

Iht images of a Idetimt howesei 
remain The idiot \ e iasudhan in l.u 
nnthe Atmavu (The soul ol daik 
ness) Ramil in Thtil.ibhaiam (I i 
lance) dumb man Righasan in Adi 
makal (Slates) ,is IdasanTham 
puran in Padtixon.ini as Ihotholi 
Ambu in the tilm ol the' same name 
and bundle ds of loinantie heiots 
No letognised awaid—national oi 
state level- has tome tht was ol this 
man But Pi cm Na/ii did not bothei 
about being gisiii awards and teinfi 
cates in fiont ot an afiplatiding audi 
ence Foi him lecognition was the 
audience that tliionged to set limi 
veai after veai for osti three tie 
cades 

How then did Piem manage to 
keep going film after film'* Flow 
could filmgoers of a state keep look 
ing at the same face, same cxpiess 
ion, same type of movement year 
after year'’ Says directoi P Bhaskat 
an who has directed Nazir in a num 
ber of films "He was an exemplary 
actor He could play certain types of 
heioes better than anyone else, espe 


Prem Nanr and I atha Ihe eternal Hmneo 


i tails that of a siniiileton oi imbecile 
hkt in ms kiunnthe Atm.nii 
Moieosci he had g lod looks 
But then aie mans oiheis ssho Ictl 
his fact IS not suited toi ihc sticen 
Said ,1 noted ciiu i latogt aplu i All 
this talk of handsomt late is lub 
bish 

U h It tndtaud Pitm Na/n to 
mans pioduccis in ihi Sixties and 
Ststnlies was his pi oft ssional | 
ippioaili and disciplined lifestsk | 
tliufc he g ISC tiu date hi icachedthc | 
location dcspiu all odds and did 
vvlial till diicctoi oideicd 

Malasalam tintnia drew its liteb 
lood tiom ihtaiic 1 ails films were 
theatiical in sequences and move 
men! He me the predominance ol 
diilogues That is wheie Piem Nazir 
scored with his stylt ot speech Be it 
oratory, be ii tht despeiatt plead 
mgs at a damsel s feet be ii the 
angiv man shouting at social injus 
net, Nazir was always on terra firtna 

When pioduccis saw that any film 


ssith Picm Na/ir as lover bov would 
diaw out a good ctowd especially 
womtn tilts started signing him up 
Dial pi used to lit Nanr’s undoing 
Ht tould not extucatt himself out of 
tht gioost ot the wig and leather 
hell clad htio Savs P Bhaskaran, a 
song wutei and also chairman ol the 
Kitala 1 dm Deselopment Corpora 
non He pot inti' steitotyped roles 
Many diieciois did not know how to 
get tht lust out ot him ’ 

T ht iiihtst stgment of his career is, 
Uowcstr hts thaidcteiisation of 
myihological heioes from 

Keiala s popular ballads of Malabat 
( Vaddkan Partii) 1 ilmmaktrs like 
Kunchatko and Appathan owners of 
the tamed Udava Studio, made 
utmost use of Nazir s acting acumen 
by casting him in film versions of 
ballads like Aromdllum, Thacholt 
Ambu and the first Malayalam 70 
mm spectaculat Padavottam and 
Tachob Marumakan Chandu 
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Padayottam was the watershed in 
Nazir’s career that spanned three 
generations, not just in terms of it 
being a 70mm-seven track stereopho¬ 
nic extravaganza but that it included 
a number of actors from veterans 
Thikurussi, Sukumaran Nair, Madhu, 
Govindankutty to the emerging pha¬ 
lanx of young actors like Mammutty, 
Mohanlal and Sankar. Padayottam 
which had elements of Vadakan Pat- 
tu coloured with the heroics of a 
Count of Monte Cristo, was one of the 
sincere efforts Malayalam cinema 
made to shrug off its past. Through 
Padayottam, the audience got a peek 
into the future of Malayalam cinema 
itself. Prem Nazir surpassed himself 
as Udayan Namboodiri who is che¬ 
ated off his sweetheart and powers 
by his brother, caught by slaves and 
then returns two decades later to 

I avenge himself. 

But after Padayott.im, Nazir’s 
career graph plummetted earthward. 
There were occasional glimpses of 
brilliance, but nothing to put a stop 
to the burgeoning careers of Mam¬ 
mutty or Mohanlal. The mantle had 
already fallen on new young shoul¬ 
ders. 

With Slieeld. Prem Nazir formed 
nature’s pair. In nearly 100 films 
(perhaps, another world record) 
Nazir and Sheela were locked 
together. 

When Sheela faded, beckoned by 
time. Jayabharathi came She too 
lasted ovei SO films opposite Nazir 
before she was replaced by Sharada 
who belonged to a “heavenly breed” 
of heroines If was Sharada who 
could .sometimes push Nazir out of 
the limelight when acting together. 
But Sharada too merged into the past 
while Na/ir braved the stoim. 

Prem Nazn, inherited the throne 
fn>m Satyan. Satvan was constantly 
setting new standards for lesser 
actors to emulate. Both in Adimakal 
and Anubhavangal Palichakal, Nazir 
was pitted against Satyan and 
emerged badly brui.sed. Satyan was 
in the same category as a Dilip 
Kumar. Nazir realised early in his 
career that Satyan’s position was 
beyond his reach. But Nazir survived 
and thrived when Satyan, Sheela, 
Jayabharathi and the others with¬ 
ered. felled by nature's cruel blows. 

"He had a pleasing personality and 
tremendous patience. He had his 
III 111 roles. Running around 
trees an exception, not the rule 
with Nazir. The fact remains that he 
was not properly utilised,” said 
Madhu who has acted in over 60 films 
with Nazir. “His professionalism is 
another factor. He went out of his 
wav to help producers and even 
Jtoctors.” Many people in the film 

24 ®' ^ 



Nazir and Jayabharathi : long partnership 


industry share Madhu’s assessment 
of Nazir’s success; pleasing manners, 
perseverance, patience and profes¬ 
sionalism. 

But beneath this facade there 
lurked a shrewd manipulator and a 
great survivor who could see a chal¬ 
lenge in the horizon. He knew how to 
checkmate the challenge. In the Six¬ 
ties and Seventies it was the distnbu- 
tor-director-actor clique (for instance 
the Vimala Releasing Co comprising 
director Sasikumar and Prem Nazir) 
that controlled Malayalam filmdom. 1 


If he sensed that a newcomer had 
enough potential, Nazir rode piggy¬ 
back on him. One instance was the 
macho man Jayan, whose face was 
covered with a dare-devil look and 
his body with rippling muscles. After 
years of looking at a soft mild hero, 
Jayan came as a welcome change. 
Nazir took him on encouraged him, 
recommendedhim to various produc¬ 
ers and of course managed to wrang¬ 
le roles opposite him. Jayan, of 
course, was eternally grateful to 
Nazir fur his help. Many such films 
like Love in Singapore and Nayattu 
(remake of Zanjeer) became hits. 
Nazir shared the limelight. Only af¬ 
ter Jayan died in a helicopter crash 
while shooting, did producers realise 
that people had thronged to see 
Jayan. Immediately many Jayan- 
imitators sprouted and faded like 
mushrooms. But Nazir continued his 
ride in triumph. 

Usually Nazir signed films without 
hearing the story. He would report 
for work on time and till about four 
or five days of shooting, would not 
even show any interest in the script 
or the development of the story. 
Around the fifth day he would start 
dropping hints about slight changes 
in the script to benefit his role. The 
director and producer out of respect 
to the Czar of cinema, would oblige 
and soon it would be Nazir staring 
from almost every frame in the film. 
One filmmaker realised this tactic of 
Nazir and countered it successfully. 
He booked Nazit for ten days and 
finished off Nazir’s part in a swift 
five-day shooting schedule. After 
I that he did not even bother to call 


Nazir as a priest in Madhmidhu Thirumumbhe 
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Nazii to the lotation Lvitf i in > h 
some ot the umt meinbei i luu \i'i ' 
mous thieatening Ultet' tioi'i <!»* i 
Nazir 1 dlls' Asset latiun 

It was perhap' apt that tint ina j 
itsilt toieloid the inipendnig SI i ti 'f 
Nazir \outig duet tor 1 mir Kajt n 
diaii made a film about Pim N i ii i 
m lS 8 i litled Picm int K t irnt 
tiilti (Prem Na/ii is tnissii g T in t I ti 
was about Prtm Nazii bf 1II^ K't'ii ip 
ped (lom a film ^et bs a s aot u m ii 
ding lansom Sudtlt nlv Mii't st \ 
void in thi iihnwoild flu uiit ntn i 
was to gauge thr least mn ot ilis 
populate to a situat on t i'* mi 
Na/ii Nobody turm d uj/ i il t 
theatres Said up and tom ii i ’ 

diiestoi and much sought it i t 
erdesignti S Rattndi in Ui i 
duLcis asked me to mike i < 

posts.1 of this film u ill \,i/i! 1 I 

alone Ihe tsItihiM'ii tnan i < 
would bung III lilt nines !1 ti r 
could not even tom il ilu i I 
was then that 1 it li i 

ArtftH&allMuiitoe inm 
on filmd II I i\i I \ i 
Oru I /dsfifiitk (11 1 i' I 
I Idshbai k I wa inatli 
toi K ti (teoigt It w 1 > 

mssteiious death ot uf' 
and iht i sms that It d u i 
Nd/ll was shown ii me 
smooth Opel aim kn pn t 
happs IionicalK it is M 
v.hi) aeled the i oli ot \ li s 
il Mainimitts had tin t i i 
the spiiit ot Ka 11 a itl In ' i 

1 asl iiionth ivso t I i i 
Na/ii win be in> hoi ' 
tliern Dnk.il Ot ul i Ini h i \! ii ' 

Is and Madlui .il o Ihsii o i i i * 

1 istiiisud ih It \ I 11 I t 1 1 

slioido I )i be on lilt o I 
Na/ii 1 ails’Assot 1 111 ill lull d ’ 

1)1 till iiiti d bs Si n him s' I i I 
t‘d out mans ot ihs lilni jn i< > 
piotest against Sa^ii n i 
Hindis bowing dos’n 1 |> i s 't 

anothei postet with Si i 
pniutd bstois tin tilm v\ i i i i 
Ihe othei lilin vvilli N i/n i i | is 
iilfisti was iionisalls ii li 1 
ilhi/lnim lf>u (Rt surisstn n 

When Abdul Khadt i lioin \ i 

asnikil iis II Iiisandiun i 'i 
bhslosk in Ills iiillt ge pio li 'i i it 
Chenganaslis 11V less ■. iw t ' ii 
Shvlosk the tiitui* l*n n S i ' 
would hass an m fopin hki iii 
Malasalam tilmdoni toi im ti 
thiee deiadts lodas ai 'i in 
Nazi! IS sets iieai Ihe e\a o' lihnd an 
tlliough which gii itei ustois liiss 
passed into oblivion Ht 'till has th it 
laie lalsiit to some up with a gnp 
pii g last peitoimanse But iiis i \ii 
is VI s 110 void j 

Bfafoo K. Mm, Trivandrum I 
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“Politics is Not for a Gentieman 

Uke Me” 


How did vou get into fdwi^ 
■ A I never wanted to In 
Hcollege 1 used to act m plays I 
^ have acted a lot in 
Shakespf arc plays In S B ( ollege I 
I was known as “Shvlock Khader ” I 
was in chaige of organising plays as 
the Alts Club seerttaiv Ih«-nIgota 
best dctoi award Actually mv aitibi 
turn was to bteome an advocate 
I At It I my inter mediate exams I went 
I to ms (native ) place Chiravinkul foi 
a vacation Ms tnends theie foiced 
me to go for an acting competition 
I oig inistd by the Dramatic Buteau at 
the Un Hall in Tiisandium I was 
I not sets ketn I inally 1 agreed 
I There wcit about 40 college students 
^ comocting lach was illmted nine 
minutes three minutes lot rowdidni 
thiee minutc' lot /wsvam and three 
minutes toi s/ioAam For shokam 1 
I enacted the scene of Maharaja 
llarishchandia leasing his palace, 
addressing the audicnec I Or tow 
dmm I enacted the scent of a bet 
rayed lovei 1 or haevam (comedy) I 
imitated the famous comedian S P 
Filial 1 hat was how Abdul Khadei 
' got fust pi 1 '( Otit (It the judges the 
late Parameswaia Pillai asked me 
whether 1 was mteiested in acting in 
a film He told me that somebody 
called Satyan was acting in the movie 
called f/ivgaseema and they wanted 
one more actor He immediately gave 
me a letter addressed to the diiector 
K M K Menon and I went rather 
reluctantly That was how I first 
faced the camera 

Q Did tke n>Ie'> sra/f coming 
straight away’ 

A No, I joined the Tiiyandium 
University College for my degree 
course Then came this offet from 
Salem for a film called Mdrumakal I 
was very reluctant I inally I asked 
my wife I married at the age of 19 
Then I went The director was Chari 
and my heroine was Neyyabukara 
Komalam By the time I reached they 
had alieady shot about 4,000 feet I 
acted my role very confidently After 
one week in Salem I felt homesick 

Q IVere vou an ardent filmgoer 
before entering films’ 

A Yes Dilip Kumar, Raj Kapoor 
were my heroes Hindi films were a 


Firm Nuzil told Si m 


big craze then 

Q Don’t vou think you iiiadt tout 
mark in mythological films-’ 

A The first mythological film 1 
acted in was Sif? The hcioinc was 
Kurla Kumari She was Sua IwasSn 
Ram (hat was a hit It was aliti this 
that Udava went ii lo \ ,idakdn Pittii 
(ballads) films Ihcn tluv took i 
sei les ol such films like laiorri ilurn 
all of which bet ame hits All ( \ccpt 
BhdktJ huchtld yscrc hit But they 
didn't lose much money 

Q Shot Id and you made a gu it 
pail 

A A ou know yse acted irt about 



Prem Nawr 

110 films together We had pcrlcct 
understanding she had a yeiy decent 
behayiour an 1 was extremely 
talented And what a beauty she was 
lake a statue' (liacing an hout glatt 
f utline with hi‘> hands) It was just 
Nazir Sheela, Na/ir Sheela' 

Q [ayabhdf ithi 

A Then layabliaiathi tame along 
She was an emotional person What 
ever she wanted to say she said 
Q Today if you were asked to pick 
one fiom emong them as vour 
heroine whom would you choose-' 

A Both Sheela would be a bettei 


chaiacui aitnss 

Q What il > \ I ih I I ibi u’ t Jt 
quality ot tilins t id i\ 

A Ihett m it > ni< ly tihns t ly 
In the Sixtus ynd Stye' its t 
tilmcd good storu s Nov tv„' ' b 
wants tt) inakt inoru v Ihti no 
point 111 blaining the arti ,tt s D id 
geneiatioii li >. gone and a nt ys in 
has i^nitigtd Hu new filrnnnkcis 
ait all intclligcnr ' r ii oi i.oo(| fa'tii 

lit j 

U H/iy did you atiuk an t / us-' 
A Dll ihost V c t tht d ys Nt w 
they have also (I iiii i* II , iit 
making good him 1 v. n \ u ot 
(lopalakii'-hii u> m tl < ittui iitiiis 

now I In 1C au ^ o 1 tins Ihi i 

catly day^ they ti i no kutus i lu i 

about him Ihtt vsSy I tn k d 
t!u m 

U Pioduciis 1 )u ./ ipt'Uf r >1 
Maim uiny ind iilun. 

A That IS then t\pt otiolc-. I he it 
ate othei loh s mt ant tot me iiid 
Madhu Nens 1 ,t It 11 ily mh stoat 
suit me I v^ant i i n / t 

advttcate o poll t uii llict i* 
to bfc a r It whtii i in tu t my 

liistiionic talent I t in i I uiy nt to 

giye iiic roles But 

Q What jhour y >iii pi Inn d andn 
nous-’ 

A 1 am >Iill \ at ill mill Sonic pen 
pit loM me that it is not a held suited 
ioi a gcnilt in in like me 

U M-htr att \iui lutare plans-' 

A Now th-it 1 don t hivt much 
films to let in I gt t et oiigh iinu to 
do a lot of othci things I i in attc rid to 
my busiiu s mte t is 1 hivt in 
vested in comp n ■. Now 1 im going 
tu tiayyl diouiid hi vuld Siting 
th< woilcl ha bicii my chihl'iood 
dream llu first lap of iht (tin is 
tiyti lyisitcUtht larEasi now I am 
going to Furopc 

Q Iooking hick what do you IteP 
A I am happv and coiiit nted 
I hank God I have achiey t d so tnui h 
I have helped a lol of jitople Hit le 
are no oiphanages in Ktiala 'Aloth 
have not received money from int 1 
have even given an clephaii to a 
temple in my own town Hit old 
ordei changeth giving wav to the 
new 

Intervwwmt by Btnoo H John 


tpt'tif r >1 


i ii / t 

llu I l* 
tu t my 
uiy nt to 
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The union flnance minister, V P Singh, in action at the recording of Janymt" how free is the comrouniLation'’ 


Mantrivani or Sarkarvmi? 

The popuJar TV piogiamme fanvam is neither, although effort<i to muzzle it aie afoot 


D espite attempts to silenee the 
voice of the ' people’s parlia 
ment” on television, Doordai 
stun’s popular show, Janvam is 
to continue The progiumme, con 
ceived bv Prime Ministei Rajiv Gan 
dhi as an occasion tor freewheeling 
dialogue between the common man 
and cabinet ministers, will feature in 
the concluding episode, a face to 
face talk with the Prime Mintster 
hinjself This was announced by un 
ion minister ot state for information 
and bioadcasting V N Gadgil, duiing 
a meeting of the parliamentarv con 
sultative committee of his ministiy 
when there weie strong rumours that 
the progiamme (which has a 8S pei 
cent vieweiship) would be discon 
tinued An Impression was created 
that some cabinet ministers were so 
severely court martialled at the com 
mon man’s press conference that the 
1 credibility of then ministry was at 
j stake 1 he pool performance of some 
' ministers on Jaavani was only offset 
I by the superlative performance of 
1 the others This firmly established 
the new found role ol the medium of 
I tt levision as the minor of deinocta 
I Latlier, such an uncensuied ex 


change ot views with cabinet minis 
tcis was con idcied taboo Today, 
Jativdiii has stepped in to establish 
the age of fiee communication 
The idea of Janvaiu was selected 
by the Prune Mmistei and his aides, 
Aiun Singh and Komi Chopra It was 
taken from the BBC programme 
“h acing the \alion” which was tele 
cast n Biitain foi 10 years The 
prop; to launch a siimlai program 
me ovei Dooidaishan was discussed 
duiitig a cabinet meeting In March 
this \ eai, Dt ni darsh ui was asked to 
appioach ministers to face questions 
by pi ople from all parts of the coun 
try Ihe lettei, written by V N Cad 
I gil to cential minister for works and 
' housing Abdul Ghafoor, is illustra 
tive of the aim of Janvani The letter 
(No MSIB/701/CA&/85) leads "The 
Piime Minister has observed that 
with a view to bring the people closer 
to the government and further 
strengthening the bonds of under 
standing, fuller use of the popular 
medium of television should be 
made In a democratic society, the 
government owes it to the people to 
undci stand the difficulties experi¬ 
enced by them due to any'reasdn. 


I including the inadequacy of the 
administiative structuie or services 
and to share with them the solution ’’ 
1 he minister,advocating the need for 
such an independent dialogue on 
television concluded that "the airing 
of grievances would not only give 
protound satisfaction to the people, 
but also help tone up the admmistra 
tiOH at various levels ’’ With these 
objectives the first programme of 
Janvani (featuring union minister for 
food and civil supplies Rao Birendra 
Singh) was telecast on 12 March The 
! fortnightly programme was not 
noticed much,till the third episode 
which featured the railway 

minister Bansi Lai The railway 
minister faced strong criticism after 
his telecast, as out of 20 questions 
posed to him on various matters 
related to his ministry, he gave non¬ 
committal answers to 18 Neverthe 
less, with that programme, Janvam 
has gained momentum as is apparent 
from the large number of letters 
Doordarshan receives before every 
telecast 

Inspire of reports of Janvam buck 
ling under pressure from ministers 
and their staff, it has had the unique 
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distinction of its presenters not sue- 
limbing to political influences. Per¬ 
sons who pose questions are selected 
from their letters to Doordarshan. 
The producer enjoys control over the 
kind of questions eventually aired. 
According to the present producer, 
Romesh Chandra, the questions are 
under no circumstances released to 
the minister’s office before the re¬ 
cording of Janvani which is telecast 
24 hours later. Said Chandra: "Jan- 
yaai is an experiment for rein forc¬ 
ing the faith of the people in demo¬ 
cracy. The idea behind such a prog¬ 
ramme would be lost if there was no 
spontaneous conversation and ques¬ 
tions were released in advance.” 
According to him, the response the 
programme got from viewers was 
indicative of its popularity. In a re¬ 
port prepared by the audience re¬ 
search bureau of Doordarshan, the 
break-up of the letters received for 
Janvani is important. While Rao 
Birendra Singh received 2,288 let¬ 
ters, Bansi Lai got 10,329, health 
minister Mohsina Kidwai 830, educa¬ 
tion minister K.C. Pant 8,874, works 


I and housing minister Abdul Ghafoor 
I 4,361 and finance minister V.P. 
Singh 8,574 letters. 

Trouble over the much-publicised 
programme first began when in July 
Rajiv Gandhi’s political secret¬ 
ary, M.L. Fotedar, requested Door¬ 
darshan for the previous month’s 
recordings of Janvani. A search was 
launched for the master tapes and it 
was discovered that the programmes 
had been erased by the Janvani’s 
erstwhile producer, Kuber Dutt. 
Although Dutt insisted that he had 
erased the recording in the absence 
of written instructions from the 
directorate, the episode led to his 
suspension. On 20 July, after the 
master video tapes of the episodes 
featuring Rao Birendra Singh, Buta 
Singh and K.C. Pant remained un¬ 
traced, Doordarshan’s deputy direc¬ 
tor general, Shiv Sharma, wrote to 
Kuber Dutt. The terse letter (No. 
TVD/DDP(R)/6/85) said: “Keeping in 
view the importance of Janvani it 
was essential that all recordings 
should have been preserved. Why 
and how the record^s were erased 


may kindly be explained.” Kuber 
Dutt failed to produce the copies of 
the recordings for the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s office and was served the sus¬ 
pension orders two days later. Says 
Dutt now: “I have been made a 
victim of Janvani. While there were 
written instructions issued to produc¬ 
ers to preserve recordings of some 
programmes including those featur¬ 
ing the Prime Minister, or others 
which have archival value, I had no 
instructions to preserve Janvani re¬ 
cordings. It is obvious that the eras¬ 
ing of tapes is an excuse to ease me 
out since I was unflinching in my 
stand while producing Janvani.” 
Now Doordarshan officials have re¬ 
ceived written instructions to pre¬ 
serve all Janvani recordings. It has 
also been pointed out by some Door¬ 
darshan officials involved with Jan¬ 
vani that though Dutt insists he had 
no instructions to keep the record¬ 
ings, he had himself set a precedent 
by taking copies of tapes of the first 
three episodes of the same program¬ 
me personally to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s house. Was it not negligence on 



V.P. Singh (lelt) being briefed by the progranune’s producer Romesh Chandra (ri|dit) : a rare cxpeHment 
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the part of the pioduttt to wipe out 
even the mastei tapes of other epi¬ 
sodes’ 

A s Doordarshan officials staited a 
dharna to piotest against the sus 
pension of Kuber Dutt on 20 August, 
V N Gadgil admitted in the Lok 
Sabha that the video rtcoi dings had 
been erased The discussion about 
Janvani on the flooi of the House 
again proves the importance of the 
programme both for its audience and 
the conceined ministries Pressure 
tactics were first applied on Doordar 
shan mandarins aftei the retoi ding 
of education ministei K C Pant’s 
question—answer session Once the 
recording was over the ptison,il 
I staff of the minister lequested the 
I edited version be shown to them 
I before it was ttlecasi While \itwing 
the recording, they objected to seven 
I minutes being allotted to a young 
student from Merrut demanding an 
I answer to his question on whv his 
examination results had been de 
I layed The obiectic n ot the ministei s 
aides was overruled and the ex 
change between the student and in 
terviewee earned vetbaiini Though 
the ministei w.is nked bv the in 
appropnate editing of the prog 
amme, the que>-tion lesiilted in be 
nefitmg bOOOO students whose te 
suits were released aftci thi mattei 
was discussed ovei /am an/ On 
another occasion an incite t from 
New Delhi lequestcd tlic inienen 
tion of finance minisiti V'P Singh 
during the ldn\tini session tot niih 
drawing Rs 40,000 which she had 
deposited with a bank Twe> da\s 
after the gnevance ol the housewife 
was aiied, the amount v\as diilv ic 
turned to hei Instructions wen ilso 
issued tiom the ministct’s office iliat 
in futuie, such cases should not rt 
suit tn the haiassmcni ol com 
plainants Similar action is also In 
lieved to have been taken by the 
finance ministry on the huge stock ot 
letters which was sent to it fiom 
Doordarshan It is a practice now 
With Doordarshan officials to convey 
all letters received fot each instal 
ment of Janvani to the concerned 
ministry 

Janvani has been received well by 
viewers, it has also atn acted the 
attention of the Prime Ministei 
Doordarshan officials disclosed that 
the line up for the futuie would in 
elude other ministei s like Ashok 
Gehlot, Veerendra Paul, Ashok Sen, 
Nawal Kishore Sharma, P A Sangma 
and S B Chavan There is a demand 
from Members of Parliament for 
muiisters of state and chief ministers 
to appear in Janvani Doubts have 
also been raised about the spontanei 



KuherDiitt victimised’’ 


tv of the programme being retained 
in view of the controversies arising 
out of It While in an office note from 
the deputy directoi of programmes 
Samiian Choudhury (No DDP(S)4/ 
8S) to Kuber Dutt there were instruc 
tions to select questions for Janvani 
which ate “hard hitting and point to 
conupi practices,” a recent com 
niunication from the Prime Minister 
to V N Gadgil indicates that there 
may be a subtle change in the perso 
nalitv of the programme The Prime 
Ministei had suggested in his letter 
that “the encounters should not de 
genei ate into a personal grouse hour 
Kedi essal ot individual grievances is 
impoitant but the programme is 
meant to exploie questions of poll 
cv ” According to Kuber Dutt, who 
had pioduced the first eight instal 
ments of Janvani^ the new instruc 
tions fiom the Prime Minister will 
lesult in lemovmg much of the sting 
fi om the progi amme Said he “If the 
Piime Ministei feels this is a ‘peo 
pie’s pailiament,’ why is he issuing 
instructions to the Parliament’ With 
the stiong ciiticism voiced against 
the programme bv some ministers 
who have featurea on it, it will not be 
long before it will be taken off the 
an He pointed out that there has 
bee i a suggestion from some viewers 
to change the name of the program 
I me to either Satkarvaiu or Mantriva 
I ni 't remains to be seen whether 
Jam am which means the “people’s 
voice” will be throttled before the 
impitssive list of cabinet ministers is 
complete or at least before the union 
minister of state for information and 
broadcasting, V N Gadgil, is also put 
in front of the electronic Franken 
stein ID 
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Talking Over Genocide 

Sri Lanka’s Tamils find India keener to see the peace talks go on 
than condemn the atrocities against them 


A s the second phase of the Thim¬ 
phu talks petered out, the 
Tamil militants seemed to be 
caught between the devil and 
the deep sea—a recalcitrant govern¬ 
ment back home and an Indian gov¬ 
ernment that was apparently only 
interested in an ‘instant solution' to 
the island’s ethnic crisis The known 
enemy was the Sri Lanka govern¬ 
ment that was covertly “intent upon 
the extermination of the Tamils.” 
Bitter historical experience had com¬ 
pelled the militants (who formed the 
Eelam National Liberation Front, 
ENLF) to believe that for the Sri 
Lanka government, the Thimphu 
talks were a fiendish charade where 
they could buy time by putting for¬ 
ward a jaded mockery of proposals 
for devolution of power to the 
Tamils, while strengthening their 
armed forces to ultimately opt for a 
military solution to the ethnic im¬ 


broglio. The predictable behavioural 
patterns of the Sri Lanka govern¬ 
ment did not cause them anxiety. 
They expected it and to that extent 
were psychologically prepared for it. 
But what has alarmed and dismayed 
them is the behaviour of the un¬ 
known friend, India. 

While they continue to have im¬ 
mense faith in Rajiv Gandhi, they 
are still apprehensive about the mod¬ 
us operand! of the intelligence agen¬ 
cies, namely the Research and Analy¬ 
sis Wing (RAW) and the Intelligence 
Bureau (IB) who are acting as inter¬ 
mediaries between the Indian gov¬ 
ernment and Tamils. For the first 
time the militants complained about 
the ‘undue pressure’ they were sub¬ 
jected to by the agencies. Pressure 
has been building up on them ever 
since the summit meeting between 
Mr Gandhi and Mr Jayewardene in 
June this year but it peaked on the 


TanM guerrillas killed bv Sri Lankan forces 



night of 17 August after the Tamil 
delegation staged a walk-out in 
Thimphu. While Romesh Bhandari, 
foreign secretary, has been given the . 
responsibility of dealing with the Sri ' 
Lanka government, the agencies 
have been entrusted with the task of 
getting the militants to come to the 
negotiating table. In their zealous¬ 
ness to ‘do their duty’ they have 
resorted to threats, blackmail and 
armtwisting to get the militants back 
to the negotiating table. Surely the 
knuckledusters-and-Iat/ii philosophy 
is grotesquely unsuited for solving 
intricate and sensitive political prob¬ 
lems 

For the Tamil delegation, Thimphu 
II had added injury to insult. First 
came the modified version of the 
July proposals that heightened their 
suspicion about the fact that the Sri 
Lanka government was not serious 
about a political settlement. And 
then came the news that about 200 
Tamil civilians in Vavuniya had been 
brutally massacred by the security 
forces. (The Trincomallee incidents 
came later). On 17 August the Tamils 
handed over a statement to the lead¬ 
er of the Sri Lanka team Hector 
Jayewardene. The statement read, 
“As we have talked here in Thimphu 
the genocidal intent of the Sri Lank¬ 
an state has manifested it.self in the 
continued killings of Tamils in their 
homeland. In the most recent inci¬ 
dents which have occurred during 
the past few days more than 200 
innocent Tamil civilians, including 
young children—whose only crime is 
that they are Tamils—have been kil¬ 
led by the Sri Lanka armed forces 
running amok in Vavuniya and else¬ 
where. These events are proof of the 
intention of the Sri Lanka govern¬ 
ment to seek a military solution to 
the Tamil national question. It is 
farcical to continue peace talks at 
Thimphu when there is no peace and 
no security for the Tamil people in 
their homelands. We do not seek to 
terminate the talks at Thimphu but 
our participation in peace talks has 
been now rendered impossible by the 
conduct of the Sri Lankan state 
which has acted in violation of the 
cease-fire agreements which consti¬ 
tute the fundamental basis for Thim- 
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phu talks.” The Tamils then walked 
out. The time was 4.40 pm. 

Mr Bhandari, to whose diplomatic 
genius one can attribute the Thim 
phu talks, lost his temper with the 
Tamil delegates for bringing about 
the collapse ttf the talks. Bhandari 
started off on the wrong foot because 
his instinctive reaction was to lilame 
I the Tamil.s for the failure of the talks 
and lambast them for their ‘blun¬ 
der” in staging a walk-out. His bid to 
persuade them to return to the table 
was defeated in the flurry of heated 
exchanges between him and the 
ENLF delegates, in particular Mr 
Satyendra of TF.LO. The militants 
had always suspected that Mr Bhan 
dari empathised more with the Sri 
I Lankans than with them. The rank- 
I ing suspicious snowballed into a 
I broiling confrontation. The F.Nl.F de- 
I legates appealed that Bhandar- 
i i’s priority was clearly to resume the 
[ talks at any cost rather than protest 
I against the shabby proposals and the 
I carnage of Vavuniya, which is a se- 
1 rious violation of the cease-fire 
I accord. Instead of being sympathetic, 
j Bhandari was incensed. Wishing to 
j avert a ghastly collision, Amirtha- 
! lingam, the TULF leader and 
' Vasudeva of the PLOT apologised on 
. behalf ol the Tamil delegates for the 
acrimonious confrontation. Incidon- 
, tally, there is a schism in the Tamil 
I delegation with the ENLF on one 
side and the TULF and PLOT 
together on the other side. Hciwever, 
this inherent division has not yet 
seriously affected the unity of the 
delegation. The night of 17 August 
• made one thing clear: just as the Sri 
Lankan delegation expressed a crisis 
of confidence against Mrs Gandhi’s 
special envoy Mr G. Parthasaraihv, 
the ENLF seems to be experiencing a i 
crisis of confidence regarding Mr 
Bhandari who they fear, harbours 
antipathy towards them. 

B ut more than Bhandari it is the 
“arbitrary” behaviour of the in¬ 
telligence agencies that has up.set 
the militants. What infuriated the 
militants was the cursory dismissal of 
the report about the Vavuniya inci¬ 
dent as a “gross exaggeration” by the 
agencies. By this time, Trincomallee 
was also engulfed in anti-Tamil vio¬ 
lence with large-scale killing of 
Tamils and burning of Tamil proper¬ 
ty by the security forces and armed 
Sinhala thugs. Whenever the mili¬ 
tants disagreed or failed to toe the 
line, the agencies warned that they 
would withdraw their “support.” The 
militants resented the fact that the 
government of India, instead of ap¬ 
plying pressure on the Sri Lankan 
government to put forward meaning- 
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fill proposals, chose to <-.i;*'rt pressure 
on the militants to fontinuo with the 
Thimphu talks even when the masses 
were being brutally attacked. 

The militants were also appalled 
that the Indian government had not 
officially voiced its concc:n about 
the Vavuniya and Trincomallee inci¬ 
dents They construed this as a ’‘dras¬ 
tic shift in the priorities and percep- 
i rions” of the Indian government 
I They could not help comparing Mr 
Gandhi’s silence over the atrocities 
perpetrated by the Sri Lankan armed 
forces with his mother's strting pro¬ 
tests whenever Tamils civilians were 
killed. Mrs Gandhi had often gone on 
record that “India could not remain 
.>-'ilent when innocent Tamils were 
being killed in Sri Lanka.” An ENLF 
member told .StiNPAV. “When Mrs 
Gandhi was alive there was constant 
fear in Jayewardene that she would 
not take kindly to any act, of violence 
against the Tamils, When Mrs Gan 
dhi was assassinated, more than the 
Indians, it is we Tamils of Sri Lanka 
who were orphaned. Mr Gandhi’s soft 
diplomacy is just not going to work 
with Jayewardene. The more soft he 
is with Mr Jayewardene, the greater 
will be the acceleration of the geno- 
cidal onslaught on the Tamils by the 
Sri Lanka government” It was only 
on 21 Augu^ when 331 Tamil re- 
fugee$ landed on the shores of 


Rameshwaram in Tamil Nadu, 
fleeing their homeland following t-he 
Vavuniya incident that India chose 
to express concern over the killing of 
innocent Tamil civilians 
In the meantime the scene had 
shifted from the dragon kingdom of 
the Himalayas to the dingy streets of 
Kodamb.ikkam where the ENLF has 
its offices. The ENLF leaders of the 
four groups were told that Mr Gandhi 
wanted them to come to Delhi., The 
initial reaction of the ENLF mem¬ 
bers was to disbelieve that the sum¬ 
mons had emanated from the FM. In 
July, on the eve of the talks in 
Thimphu, they had been summoned 
to Delhi, ostensibly by Mr Gandhi. 
But the three-day Delhi sojourn 
turned out to be a brainstorming 
session with the RAW officials. De¬ 
spite repeated appeals, they did not 
get to meet the PM- Fearing that it 
would be a repetition of the 
armrwisting session, the ENLF did 
not respond. Crime branch and IB. 
officials, who were acting as emissar¬ 
ies of the RAW in Madras, assured 
the ENLF that this time the PM had 
kept time for them. The ENLF, 
however, refused to rush into the 
matter, saying they needed time to 
discuss the issue among themselves 
and present a coherent statement 
before die PM when they met him. 
Meanwhile V. Pirabhakaran, leader 
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of the LITE, Sri Sabaratnam, leader 
of the TELO and Padmanabha, lead¬ 
er of the EPRLF, became totally 
inaccessible to the intelligence agen¬ 
cies. 

A n intriguing development has 
meanwhile taken place which 
portends serious implications for Sri 
Lanka’s ethnic strife. All of a sudden 
news analysis of the Sri Lankan 
situation emanating from ‘sources’ in 
the government in Delhi are claiming 
that Uma Maheshwaran, leader of 
the PLOT, is the person to “watch.” 
Oddly enough identical words are 
used to describe Uma’s “ascend¬ 
ance.” The representatives of the 
Indian government expound that 
among the militants only Uma is 
“balanced, politically mature and 
canny.” In promoting Uma it is 
pointed that in the event of a politic¬ 
al settlement the Tamils require a 
“shrewd politician” and Uma fits the 
bill. It doesn’t seem to matter that 
Uma’s “political astuteness” was not 
in evidence when his arch rival, the 
LTTE, outmanoeuvred him by join¬ 
ing the ENLF, thereby isolating Uma 
from the militant mainstream. 

It is equally intriguing that Col¬ 
ombo datelined despatches point 
out that the i ultng UNP feels that 
only Uma has responded positively 
to the Indian persuasion among the 
militants. Moreover, even the TULF 
is more favourably disposed to the 
PLOT than the ENLF The fact is that 
Uma IS being given an entirely artifi¬ 
cial boost. Independent sources from 
the Tamil area.s—essentially visitinu 
foreign journalists and Tamil re 
fugees - categoricallystatethatPLOT 
does not enjoy the kind ot mass 
support that the LTTE, TELO, and 
EPRLF does. They have been com¬ 
pletely overtaken by the LTTE and 
TELO on every conceivable front, be 
it guerilla warfare, helping affected 
Tamil civilians with provisions or 
visiting refugees in Tamil Nadu. 
Apart from issuing statements de¬ 
ploring the ‘hit and run’ tactics of the 
LTTE, or expressing the need to 
enlist the support of the Sinhala 
proletariat for the Marxist revolution 
of the Tamils and to resist forces of 
imperialism and failing to smuggle 
arms to Tamil areas, Uma has done 
nothing tangible to promote the 
cause of Eelam to which he is sup¬ 
posedly committed. On the other 
hand, he seems to have developed 
ties with representatives of the Sri 
Lanka government. 

The .second phase of the Thimphu 
talks seemed jinxed right from the 
beginning with Hector Jayewardene 
preempting the Tamils by rejecting 
outright the four cardinal principles 
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they decided to press. He also de¬ 
clared that the government^ of Sri 
Lanka “did not acknowledge the 
right or status of any persons present 
in these talks to represent or negoti¬ 
ate on behalf of all the Tamils living 
in Sri Lanka.” He also said that the 
militants should renounce their 
armed struggle and close down their 
camps in Sri Lanka and abroad if the 
settlement reached at Thimphu 
could be implemented. The Tamil 
delegation raised the issue of col¬ 
onisation, demanding to know why 
Tamil villages like Thirinuimaravadi, 
Kokilai, Karunatukeni and 
Gnayarhad been amalgamated into 
the Sinhala-majonty district of Anu' - 
adhapura. They also raised the issue 
of clandestine colonisation in certain 
areas in Vavuniya. Mullaituvu and 
Muthur distfict,s where the Tamils 
were chased out of their homes. 

Hector Jayewardene did not reply 
to these points even in the subse 
quent rounds of talk.s. Anyway, the 
Tamils subsequently stressed that 
they were interested in a ‘rational 
dialogue’ with the Lankan delega¬ 
tion. They also insisted that their 
legitimacy as the representatives of 
the Tamils should be at knowledged 
as otherwise the talks would lie an 
exercise in futility. While rejecting 
this point, Mr Jayewardene however 
assured that “there is sufficient rep¬ 
resentation of Tamils in Thimphu for 
the talks to arrive at a negotiated 
settlement.” On 16 August the new 
proposal was presented which the 
Tamils rejected the next day, point 
ing out that it was only a rehash of 
the earlier proposal which, instead of 
granting genuine autonomy to the 
Tamils, only reinforced the centre’s 
power to manage the district coun¬ 
cils. After issuing their statement on 
the Vavuniya incidents the Tamils 
walked out- 


They made it clear that the 
talks could resume only on three 
conditions; first, the Immediate 
cessation of state violence against 
Tamil civilians; second, the total and 
faithful observance of the ceasefire 
agreement by the Sn l,ankan govern¬ 
ment, and third, the submission of a j 
fresh set of proposals. The Tamil i 
delegation meanwhile indicated that 
it would be willing to return to the 
table using the “CWC” proposals as a 
“working basis” for negotiations. 

S. Thondaman, president of the 
Ceylon Workers Congress (CWC), 
which represents the plantation 
Tamils, who is a member of the UNP 
cabinet, had submitted a set of prop¬ 
osals at the time of the all-party 
conference in 1984. The Tamils, in¬ 
cluding the ENLF, were favourably 
disposed to the CWC projmsals be¬ 
cause they incorporated the four car¬ 
dinal principles—though euphemisti¬ 
cally. For instance, it did not mention 
Tamil home lands. It referred to 
them as a ‘linguistic region’. It en¬ 
visioned the amalgamation of the 
north and east, an issue that is firmly 
opposed by the UNP government. 
That Tamils have the status of people 
of a district and their right to self- 
determination and the restoration of 
civil and political rights to the 
plantation workers had got due men¬ 
tion in the CWC proposals. It was 
also reported that the Sn Lankan 
delegation was willing to discuss the 
CWC proposals. 

As one of the Tamil leaders told 
SuNOAV “There is no point in nego¬ 
tiating if the Sri Lankan delegation 
merely says they are prepared to 
discuss the CWC proposals." 61; 

I 
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A Marriage on the Rocks 


Diilrrcnccs between the Congrensfl) and the AlADMK threaten to break up 
the alliance of convenience in Tamil Nadu 


T he Congre$ii(I) in Tamil Nadu is 
like a dowager duchess with a 
wandering eve In its search tor 
a partnei, it has aiwavs thought 
n polmc.illv prudent to take the help 
if * ithti the DMK or the AHDMK 
depending on which way the wind 
was blowing In 1977 and 1984 foi 
ev.iniplc the Congress rode piggv 
l> u k on the AlADMK and did well at 
rile hustings 

I his soarth for a Dravida irutih by 
tin t ongicss stalled before the 1967 
«lections when the Congress was ml 
mt ai the centre The poll results 
disappointed the Congress leaders 
th 11 patty was diowned in the tidal 
wave ot the Dravida movement The 
DMK swept to power leaving the 
< ongiess with only 27 MLAs in the 
lainil Nadu Assembly Since then, 
n tveiy elettion, the Congress has 
voupht one ot the Diavida parties tor 
help I onunattly, due to the interne 
sine quanels between the DMK and 
the AlADMK, one or the other party 
has alwass lent it support Today, 
howesei the situation is different 
With ihet'mergenceof Rajn Gandhi, 
ttu Cong(tss(I) in Tamil Nadu finds 
its« It in a position in which it does 
not TU ed help from either of the 
Otavida paities 

I he fust discoidant notes were 
sti ui k when 14 C ongiess(I) MPs from 
f unil Nadu leseiitly met in Delhi 
iiiidt ■ the leadership of Mr Singara 
s idivelu, tht MP fiom Thaniavur 
Iht MPs complained about the high 
handed attitude of the AlADMK and 
Slid that the state goveinment was 
inplttntmiing the anti poverty prog 
1 aiiunes in the t ui al areas in a ‘ parti 
sail mannfi What they meant was 
that the AlADMK government was 
taking tiedit for the central govern 
niLiit funded schemes They also said 
tliat the distiict functionaries of the 
s ongti ss(l) were not treated propei 
U bv the AlADMK administration 
Tht Congress(I) AlADMK mar 
rtdct ot conveniente today seems to 
be on the rocks The combine which 
had won 37 of the 39 Lok Sabha seats 
had louied the opposition in the 
state Piiction between the two par 
ties had always existed but political 
expediency had forced the lead 
cl ship of both the parties to keep 
pnet Now that there are no such 
> ompulsiuns like elections, the fac- 


sf 


nons within the two parties are ar 
tive once again 

The AlADMK on its part, too has 
left no stones unturned to take the 
Congressfl) to task On a few occa 
sions, Kolandaivelu, a former minis 
ter in the MGR cabinet complained 
about the step motherly attitude of 
the centre to Tamil Nadu on the floor 
of the house Perhaps more than 
anyone else K Kahmuthu AlADMK 
minister fot agncultuie symbol's! s 
the anti Congress(I) sentiment in the 
party At a recent public 'wp^ting hr 
said,‘The AHDMKdoes not nu'-t'"' 
aspirations of bemg the mime pa’tv 
at the contie So let the ( nnere'‘(t'' 
not nurfiire hnpf s of btcoming ’h' 
ruling patty in 1 imil Nach’' Ibis 



(• K Moopanar no base at home 


seems unacceptable to the Congres 
s(I) The AlADMK does not want to 
become the ruling party at the centre 
because it cannot The Congressfl), 
on the other hand, wants to become 
the ruling party because it knows it 
can one day rule the state 

The Congress(I) thus finds itself in 
a piquant situation In the Tamil 
Nadu Assembly it is now the mam 
opposition party It has so far been 
unable to adapt itself to the political 
schitophrenia demanded by the 
situation It has to be an ally and critic 
at the same time Soon after the 
election M Palamyandi, president of 
the Tamil Nadu unit of the Congres- 
s(I)ihad told Sunday “We will play 
the role of a responsible opposition 
We will try to expose acts of omission 


anH (’'mmissinn by the AlADMK gov 
ernrr''nt But our crifcism will be 
< onstrurtive. not desmicTive like the 
DMK s The Congress(l) has been 
finding It very diffic ult to translate 
this goalintoieahty Ihepartyisoften 
a passive spectator in the Assembly 
■ind the occasions when the Con 
gioss(I) MI As or MI Cs have taken 
the ATADMK goveinment to task 
hive been few 

i ntr)p"'v bickering has nsei due 
*n I b i^t of piohlems Investiga 
til ”s b\ s,t sow levt al that the im 
nil’’ c lu ,c(p rooted cause of 
ff,, , n between the two paities 
It 'h iimctme is over the issue of 
the loi d polls 1 imil Nadu has not 
had lot t 1 polls for the last IS years 
I When the AlADMK government 
assiimi-d powti foi the first time in 
1977 It hid promise cl to hold local 
polls immedi itelv But nothing was 
doT’e for fight ve irs On lus ictuin 
from New Yo’k m hebiuary this year 
alter h kidney transplant MGR 
annom’i "d that the elections to the 
p.tnrh IV its ind mimic ipalines would 
be he'd soon Subsequently through 
the minister foi self governme nt 
P U Shnnmugim MGR indic ated 
rh u hf would like to hold the polls 
on a non party basis This according 
to politic,! observe IS was done bv 
MGR bee iiise he was motivated by 
his des're to protect his party s long 
letm interests If MGR decided on 
the eb’ctions to the 378 panchayat 
unions and 2S municipalities being 
held on a party basis, it would mean 
continuing the alliance with the Con- 
gress(T) If the same 3 1 ratio be 
tween the Congress(I) and the 
ATADMK which was adopted tor the 
Assembly elections was continued, it 
would mean the AlADMK parting 
with nearly 100 panchayat un 
ion seats and eight municipality 
seats The AlADMK is naturally dis¬ 
inclined to barter away these seats to 
the Congress(I) because the 
AIADMK’s votebank mainly compris¬ 
es the rural people On the other 
hand, continuing the alliance c«ui 
also mean the Congress(I) winning a 
large number of seats Once the 
Congress(I) wins the local polls, it 
will consolidate its position by build¬ 
ing up Its base among the rural 
people 
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The AlADMK is also not keen to 
continue the alliance for precisely 
the same reason. Rather than help a 
potential rival build up its base, 
MGR believes it is wiser to opt for 
elections on a non-party basis. He 
will thereby put a stop to the Con- 
gress(I) developing roots in Tamil 
Nadu and at the same time be hailed 
as a “true democrat.” 

At this point of time, however, the 
AlADMK chooses to gloss over the 
fact that there are misunderstand¬ 
ings creeping in between the two 
parties. S. Raghavanandam, general 
secretary of the AlADMK told Sun¬ 
day: “The basis of our alliance with 
the Congress(l) was constituency 
adjustments, to borrow a phrase 
from Anna. There was no working 
programme evolved by the two par¬ 
ties at the time of the elections. We 
have not merged. Naturally there 
will be differences of opinion once in 
a while between two democratic par¬ 
ties. There is absolutely no hitch 
between us and we continue to be on 
very friendly terms.” 

The Congress(I) has so far chosen 
to play its role on a low key in Tamil 
Nadu. Party activities are almost 
non-existent. The executive commit¬ 
tee of the TNCC(l) has not been 
convened since November 1983. In 
dira Gandhi’s death was not officially 
mourned by the party. The alliance 
between the Congress(l) and the 
AlADMK was not ratified by the 
executive committee. No meetings 
were organised to thank the voters 
for the overwhelming public support 
the party received at the elections. 
The party continues to be riddled by 
anomalies. While O. Subramaniam 
holds two posts—he is the leader of 
the opposition and the president of 
the Muthuramalingam DCC(I)—-the 
post of the president of the Rama- 
nathapuram unit of the party lies 
vacant. In Tiruchy, there is a DCC(l) 
president but no committee mem¬ 
bers. The president of the Nilgiris 
DCC(I) Major Mathan was charged 
with an attempt to murder a hanjan 
worker. He was subsequently con¬ 
victed to five years’ rigorous impris¬ 
onment by the sessions court. In spite 
of that, the TNCC(l) did not consider 
it prudent or necessary to expel him 
from the party, thereby tarnishing 
the image of the Congress(l) in the 
eyes of the local people. The party 
continues to be rudderless in the 
state. G.K. Moopanar is Delhi’s all- 
powerful MP from Tamil Nadu. He 
has immense support from within the 
TNCC(I) because persons close to 
him hold positions of authority in the 
party. Moopanar is yet to develop 
mass support, which he does not even 
have in Thanjavur from where he 
hails. 
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V.R. Nedunchezian welcoming MGR at a function: how long will he rule? 


T he Congress(I) in Tamil Nadu may 
be short on activities, but is long 
on ambition. It is widely believed 
that the DMK is a spent force. The 
Congress(I) in its turn, views the 
AlADMK as a loose, amorphous 
group, the only binding factor being 
MGR. Despite his evergreen legend, 
MGR is getting old. His health is 
certainly not what it used to be. 
Sections in the Congress(I) told Sun¬ 
day that they were convinced that 
MGR no longer has the kind of 
.control he had over the party. 
Though MGR may be considered to 
be a demigod of sorts, his govern¬ 
ment is as guilty of inefficiency, 
corruption and nepotism as any other 
government in the country. Ironical¬ 
ly enough, the Congress(I) ought to 
be grateful to MGR for creating the 
right climate in the state for its 
re-entry. The situation is made even 
easier by the fact the MGR is disin¬ 
clined to nominate a successor. A 
person nominated by MGR would be 
acceptable to the masses. Said 
Raghavanandam: “MGR will never 
nominate a successor. He will never 
impose anybody. The general council 
of the AlADMK will choose some¬ 
body when the time comes. After all, 
Nehru did not nominate a successor. 
No democrat does that; but such 
questions are hypothetical. MGR is 
in fine condition and we expect him 
to be chief minister for a long time.” 

Sources close to the Congress!I) 
told Sunday that the party’s high 
command is working on a programme 
that will bring the Congress back to 


power in Tamil Nadu. The party has 
learnt a bitter lesson from the 
Andhra coup in 1984. No such mis¬ 
take will be repeated in the case of 
MGR. Political expediency apart, it 
is a fact that Rajiv Gandhi has cor¬ 
dial relations with MGR. If anything 
were to happen to MGR before the 
end of his term, Sunday learns that 
centre will opt for fresh elections and 
not a coalition ministry. In the po.st- 
MGR phase there is bound to be a 
vertical split in the AlADMK and the 
elders within the party will either 
remain with the parry or go to DMK. 
This group is anti-Congress and com- 
pri.ses politicians like V.R. Nedun- 
chezian, K. Kalimuthu, R.M. Veerap¬ 
pan, P.U. Shunmugam and others. 
Those who have grown under MGR 
will join the Congress(I). The latter 
group, according to some sources, is 
greater in strength. 

The Congress! I) rally of 15 July 
proved in no uncertain terms that 
Rajiv Gandhi has a charisma of his 
own in Tamil Nadu. As M.P. Sub¬ 
ramaniam told this correspondent, 
“There is no question of the Congres- 
s(l) even attempting to dislodge the 
MGR government. Why should we, 
when we know that we will be able to 
capture power in Tamil Nadu in the 
normal democratic process. We have 
been out of power for 18 years. We 
can wait for a few more years. As 
matters stand, prospects of the Con- 
gress(Il returning to power in Tamil 
Nadu in the next elections are 
bright.” gi 

Ante ftwtap, Madnm 
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Assam: The 

'I'fu! baltlf! now is nf tho ballot and it is going to be 



T he meeting was summoned at 
short notice to protest against 
the exclusion of names from the 
electoral rolls for the next elec¬ 
tions. Even the organisers did not 
expect so many people to turn up for 
the protest rally at such an obscure 
place as Neelbagan in Nowgong dis¬ 
trict of Assam where immigrant Ben¬ 
gali Muslims form a bulk of the 
population. Some 30,000 people— 
both Muslims and Hindus—cheered 
lustily as the frail, bearded chief of 
the Assam unit of the Jamaat-ul- 
Ulema, Maulana Ahmed Ali, con¬ 
cluded his speech. “It is about time 
the Prime Minister of India paused to 
ponder whether his name would be 
written in letters of gold or of blood,” 
he declared. If the meeting reflected 
the current .sour mood of -Assam’s 
vast immigrant population, it also 
flashed a red signal to the ruling 
Congress(I) in Assam. 

Only two years ago when most of 
Assam boycotted the elections, the 
immigrants risked their lives to turn 
the tide and help instal the Congres- 
s(I) in power. Today, they are angry 
and upset as they find their future 
bartered away for a fragile truce. 
Union home minister S B. Chavan 
only reinforced their fears and suspi¬ 
cions by admitting to the members of 
his ministry's parliamentary con¬ 
sultative committee that while sign¬ 
ing the Assam accord the centre did 
not go deep into its iiossible legal 
implications as the union law minis¬ 
ter, who was abroad, could not be 
consulted It is tjuite possible that 
many of the provisions in ihc accord 
may not stand the test in a court of 
law. Going by their past attitude and 
I behaviour, the iniinigiants are un- 
i likely to remain resigned to then 
j fate and accept whatever comes. 

I What will happen next in Assam 
j largely depends on how the iininig 
I rants are going to behave in the next 
j elections to be held at the end of the 
I year. Assam’s demographic profile is 
I such that no political party or group 
I can hope to win power without their 
1 support. The last headcount in 1971 
I showed that the minorities—both 
j linguistic and religious— add up to 
! about 33 per tent of the population 
; Since then, the balance may have 
I tilted further in favour of the minor- 
: ities. There can be no illusion about 
the fact that if they decide to pool 
their nuifiencal strength they can 
swing the elections in favour of the 
iiarty or the group of their choice. 
In 1983 they chose the Congress(T), 
i!' they support the same party 
i again? That is one question whose 
: answer Assam’s Congressf!) chief 
' minister Hiteswar Saikia would like 


to find out. Obviously, after the 
accord he cannot take their support 
for granted. Much to Saikia’s discom¬ 
fort, the accord has put him on the 
defensive when he should actually be 
in the driver’s seat. It is more out of 
desperation than anything else that 
he is talking about converting the 
next election into a “referendum” to 
seek a mandate for extending the 
present cut-off year—pegged at 
1966—to 1971: it is only to reassure 
the minorities about their future and 
win back their confidence. Under 
normal circumstances Saikia would 
have been pulled up by his party 
bosses for promoting such an idea 
which actually repudiates the accord 
signed at the initiative of his party 
president and Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. 


If Saikia has been spared it is 
because his party high command also 
knows how vital the votes of the 
minorities are in electoral terms. 


Subtle differences are already being 
sought to be drawn between the 
party and the government for a possi¬ 
ble argument in the future that the 
Congress!I) as a party is entitled to 
its opinion on the accord, which need, 
not necessarily coincide with those of 
the government which signed the 
terms of settlement. Obviously, the 
Congress(I) is trying to clutch at any 
straw to keep itself afloat and hope¬ 
fully, coast to victory. It is almost 
certain that in its election jj 

manifesto, the Congressfl) will ^ 

j reiterate its commitment not to dis- 
I turb or displace any of the immig- 

___ ^ 

suao*ri->s<!iit*raiwij)M .•. 
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lierce one.reports Taoshar Pandit ftom Guwahati 



bnine cif the Asuni itiiord 


I ants who ha\e Lome to the state 
befote 25 Mai^h 1971 

T he challenge will, inevitabU, come 
ftom the piesent All Assam Stu 
S dents’ Union (AASU) leaders, who 
! having successfully steered an anti 
immigrant agitation for six years on a 
non-political platform, now plan to 
unite all the partners in the move 
ment in a regional political party and 
enter the electoral frav How far the 
AASU leaders will succeed in this is 
still a big question Their past 
attempts did not succeed And, | 
already some of the political compo | 
nents of the movement like the Pur 
fgk banchdhya Loka Parishad (PLP) 
have signalled a parting of ways For 
SIX long years the politicians who had 
lost their credibility with the people, 


had to put up with the AASL But 
now they are more likely to move 
away and reassert themseHos using 
the argument that the \ASU has 
outlived Us puipose 

fht present AASU leaders, who at 
one ime appeared to be losing 
ground, have certainlv gained in sta 
lure with the signing ot the Assam 
accord If their followers shouted 
“Rajiv Gandhi Zindabad,” while wcl 
coming them, they were only ack 
nowledgmg a debt The question still 
remains whether these leaders will 
be able to cash ir on their resur 
reeled oopulaiity, especially when 
they art preparing to fight a battle 
without the AASU banner Also link 
ed to this question is another Will 
the future AASL leaders sing the 
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same tune and remain content with 
playing second fiddle to their prede¬ 
cessors 

Fven if the present AASU leaders 
succeed in raising a regional party it 
would still need the support of the 
minorities to be in power Much ot 
the anti immigrant movement de¬ 
rived Its strength from the Assamese 
speaking caste Hindus, the urban 
middle class and young students 
whose strength in electoral teims is 
not enough to put any AASU 
sponsored party or a combination of 
parties supported bv them in power 
The Assam Tnbune, a leading En 
glish daily of Assam, pointed out in 

1982 that out of the 126 state Assem 
bly seats only in 41 were thf 
Assamese speaking people in majot 
ity So, even if there is a complete 
polaiisation of the Assamese 
speaking voters, the proposed re 
gional party could, at the most, get 
about one third of the Assembly 
seats 

How then, could the Congressd) be 
dislodged fiom power’ The present 
AASU leaders are counting on a split 
in the minoruv votes, with at least a 
section voting tor a regional party to 
spite the Congiess(I) By this calcula 
tion, the Bengali speaking Hindus, 
who constitute about 10 per cent of 
the population, would largely vote 
toi the CPl(M) The CPl(M). too, 
'hinks in the same wav and that is 
why It has come out so strongly 
against the Assam accoid On the 
other hand, a section of the Bengali 
Muslims may vote foi a regional 
party some to vent then disappoint 
ment lor being tieated shabbily by 
the Congiess(I) and otheis to buy a 
new insurance policy It is, therefore, 
undeistandable why, while laun 
ching the new party, the present 
AASU leaders are trying to mend 
fences with then eistwhile lollowerv 
among the minority communities 
who deseited them in the wake of 

1983 elections riots 

But the minorities are yet to indi 
cate their pieference Even if the 
Bengali Hindus turn to the CPI(M) 
for protection, the Bengali Muslims 
may decide to stand up on their own 
to fight for then future without re 
posing the trust in any of the conten 
ders for power What may tempt 
them to take this line is their growing 
numerical strength in the Assam 
Assembly (in 1952 they had only six 
MLAs against 28 in 1980 and 34 in 
1983) In the event of a see saw battle 
for power, even 20 MLAs can have a 
decisive voice 

Apart from the minorities, two 
othei numeru ally signiflant groups 
which can upset all political calcula 
tions and predictions are the plains 
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(trom I to r) Assam student leaders Lallt R^|khowa, PraRilia Mabania and No.ven Sarnia at a reception Kiven by the Delhi University 
Sliidents I'nion after the accord was signed 


tribals, and tea garden labourers. 
The plains tribals who account for 
some 11 per cent of the population 
are not satisfied with the Assam 
accord. In the beginning they tended 
to .support the anti-immigrant move¬ 
ment hoping It would drive out the 
immigrants who were occupying land 
and property in their exclusive re- 
.serves. But they dissociated them¬ 
selves from the movement when they 
found that the Assamese-speaking 
people, blessed by the movement 
leaders, were poaching on their terri¬ 
tory. These tribals. normally a Con- 
gress(I) votebank, may in the next 
election also decide to set up their 
own candidates The tea garden 
labourers, mostly migrants from 
Orissa and Bihar, who make up tvr 
aboni five per cent of the pufittliiil)ii, 
have always been a stro^ Mpi (kr 
the CPKMl and it will, «•*- 

iinue to be so. 


In the confusion, some national 
opposition leaders who were defe¬ 
ated in the December Lok Sabha 
elections are contemplating to stage 
a comeback, riding piggy-back of the 
anti-immigrant agitation leaders. In 
Guwahati one hears that at least 
three defeated opposition leaders— 
Atal Behari Vajapyee, H. N. Bahugu- 
na and George Fernandes—are 
already toying with the idea of 
sec king election to the Lok Sabha 
from Assam, banking on the support 
of the AASU-sponsored opposition 
front. The AASU might not be averse 
to this at it could gain the front a 
wider acceptance for the price of a 
few aniM*. 

Hm j^lcturc it ttill very hazy. But 
WlMt it not in doubt it that the stakes 
M jNMrt ciectian are very high, 
MpMtlMy for the movement leaders. 
■ mil Congress!!) wins again it would 
undermine the justification 


and the credibility of the anti¬ 
immigrant agitation. It would also 
stoke the fires again by confirming 
the fears and misgivings of the 
Assamese-speaking population that 
they have lost the battle of numbers 
to the immigrants. 

On the other hand, if the AASU- 
sponsored party or a combination 
with It wins, 11 could renew the fears 
and suspicions among the immig¬ 
rants making them even more de¬ 
sperate. A third and distinct possibli- 
ty is that neither camp will win 
enough seats to form a government. 
Coalitions of convenience only add to 
uncertainty and can hardly give 
Assam the kind of stability it needs 
to restore confidence among the 
different communities which have 
been torn apart by six years of tur¬ 
moil, strife and bloodshed. The next 
few months, therefore, are very cru¬ 
cial for Assam’s future. O 
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The Assam Drama 


The B^;iiiiiing 





AAM \nlunlr«rs dvmonslratinti In (■uwahati in 198(1 

1979 

8 June; A 12 houi hdndh is htld iti Assam at the tall of 
th< Ml Assam Students Union (AASl ) 

10 October: The most mint on the toitign nationals 
issue IS fonnalK launched hv tht \ASL and tht All 
Assam (jana Sangiam Paiishad (AA(iSP) Moit than 
100 000 hold a lallv in Gnwahati to t\pn ss sohdaiits to 
the AASU AA(iSP taiist 

3 December: A 24 houi sutttsstui hondh thioughout 
Assam to piess demands ol tlu agitiitiottists 
20 December: Violence huaks out in Shillong Shoot 
at sight otdtis and luilew imposed in Shdlong 
22 December: Administiation ot Shillong handed o\er 
to th« aimv 

1980 

28 January: A delegation ol the A\Sl tumpnsing 
among othetsit' piesideiitPralulla Mahanta aiidgeneral 
setretatv Bhiigu Phukan at uses in Delhi lot discus 
sums with Piime Mmistti liidii i (jandhi 
2 February: Indira Gandhi meets the delegation The 
agitation leadeis present a memoiaiidum listing then 
demands 

5-6 February: The movement leadeis meet home minis 
ter Zail Singn The government iejects the demands 
pertaining to the cutoff veat for detei mining loreigners 



1 March: Mis Gandhi meets opposition leaders to 
apprise them ot the explosive situation in Assam She 
once again ipp ils to the movement leaders to accept 
1971 as tht cutoff year foi determining foreign 
nationals 

7-12 March; Movement leadets meet Mrs Gandhi and 
7 111 Singh hut the discussion fails to break the impasse 
5 April: Assam dcclaied a disturbed area Special 
povMts gi\tn to the atmv to tackle violence 
7 April: (.iiwihati High Court stays operation of the 
As*, uii Distuiht'd Aiea Act and Aimed lortts Act 
lApril: Indiia (>aridhi artnes in Guwahaii and tiies to 
pesnade- the movement leadeis to accept 1971 as the 
base \eai Ihc leadeis leiecr the idea 
19 April: A lonnd five lakh people denv cuifew order-, 
and maich towaids the Noonmati refinery to block the 
flow of oil from the refineiy 

29 April: Bhrigu Phukan and Prafulla Mahanta arrested 
undet preventive detention 

28 May: Ihe All Assam Minot iiv Students Union 
(AAMSU) launches a countei movement 
18 August: Movement leadeis resume talks with the 
union ministct of state for home in Shillong but the 
discussions come* to an abrupt end as the agitationists 
insist on the withdiawal of the “repressive and punitive 
measures” imposed bv the centre on Assam 



The deserted streets of Ouwahati dunng a janta curfew 


17—25 Saptsmber: Yet another round of talks The 
dialogue sutfeis a jolt as the government expresses 
reservai'ons about the National Register of Citizens, 
ISIl be ng a valid document on which identification of 
foteigneis could be based 

11 Octobar: Fiesh talks resume in New Delhi Negotia 
tions end without anv consensus on the cutoff year 
4 Novambar: The government ordeis the army to take 
s eps to flush out oil from Oil India pipelines frozen foi 
months 

24 Novemban Army called out in Guwahati to tackle 
widespread noting 


TlMBitfiNip 


AAhU leadcim on Ihelr way to Delhi to hold ncgothitions hi 1980 


18 May: A committee comprising representatives of the 
AASU, AAGSP and government ofHcials is formed to 
discuss the question of detecting foreign nationals A 
new foi mula is evolved by the centre that the unautho¬ 
rised entrants of the 1961 1971 period should be re- 
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Para-militarv fori.i<> ai rivt 4 tnhal whit wiis allPKed to have taken pari in the Neilie massacre 


tamed m the >tai( AASL and AAGSP reitet tht plan 
29 Juna — IS July: Anothet round of talks in New 
Delhi The Assam Mudint leadeis reieti thf govein 
ment’s definition ol 1 ton igm i" as it would make all 
Hindu refugees m Atsam iiti/tns ot India 
22 August: Anotln 1 round ol futile talks is held 
between tainnet setietai v Kn thiiaswarny Rao Sahib and 
d lout membei students diK gallon led by Prafulla 
Mahanta 

15 August: AASl call foi i bovcotr ol the independ 
enct day eehluations Bomb txplosions damage lail 
traeks thioughoui the state A 24 hour bandh paralyses 
life in Assam 

27 October: A Abl and tht AAGSP submit a I"? point 
revised draft proposal to the eenrie The draft says that 
dll foreigners should bt detected on the basis of the 
Constitution and the it lev ant laws, namely the 
Citi/enship Act rhe 1 ortigners Act, 194b and the 

Passport Act, PPiZ 

Vktims of the Nellie massacre 


19 Novombor: A 36hour statewide handli Over 660 
AASU activists arrested 

31 December: Ihiee persons aie killed when polue 
opens fire on agitatois setting up road blockades 

1982 

16 January: A tripartite meeting ot the agitation 
leaders the leadeis ol the opposition paities in Parlia 
ment and the ec ntral government Ik gins in Nt w I)t II 11 It 
ended withan agi cement between thi movement leaders 
and the government wheiebv the sreuiitv measuies on 
the boidei between Assam and Bangladesh would be 
tightened to pievent infiltraiion 





A deserted polling booth during the Assembly elections in 1983 


20 January: A 36 hour civil disobedience movement 1 $ 
launched by AASl) 

23 January: Keshab Chandra Gogoi is sworn in as the 
chief minister of Assam 

9 Juna: Bomb explosion kills 18 people in Guwahati 
26 August: Another round of tripartite talks in New 
Delhi Janata MP Ravindra Varma advances a formula 
to detect foreigners in Assam The agitation leaders 
agiee to discuss the formula 

M August: Movement leadeis suggest modifications to 
the Ravindra Varma formula 

7 Novsmbar: Ravindra Varma presents a revised 
formula to break the stalemate The talks break down as 
the student leaders reject the proposal 
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TheCHmax 


The End 






l'olii«inin keep vIkH dunnx the Assembly elertioiis 


3 January: A six member 
delegation of the move 
ment leaders arrives in 
Delhi tor negotiations with 
the centre 

5 January: the talks 
break down on the ques 
tion of the future of the 
post 1961 tntiant' 

6 January: Election Com 
mission announces Assam 
Assembly elections on 14, 
17 and 19 I ebruary on the 
basis of the 1979 electoral 
lolls 

7 January: I he move 
ment leaders decide to 
oppose the elections 

6 Fabruary: Anti poll de 
monstration throughout 
the state organised bv 
AASU and the AAGSP 11 




25 January: The All Assam Students’ Union CAASU) 
calls foi a bovi oti of the Republic Dav celebrations in 
the stale in protest against the central government s 
failuie to soht the six veat old agitation 

28 January: A five membei delegation of the Assam 
movement leaders leaves lot Delhi to begin official level 
talks with the centie 

26 Fabruary: llitcswar Saikia rules out dissolution of 
the state Asstmbh and says that a negotiated settlement 
would soon be reached 

29 March: A five member AASU delegation meets the 
President in Shillong and demands dissolution of the 
Assam Assembly 

6 April: First round of official level talks begin at 
(juwahaii between union home secretary R D Pradhar 
and the movement Icadtis led by AASU piesiderit 
Ptafulla Mahanta 

8 April: The discussions end inconclusivelv The move 

ment leaders stick to then 














Army patrolling the streets of (>uwahatl to quell violence 


killed and several injured in police firings and bomb 1 
explosions I 

9 Fabruary: Death toll rises to 16 on the eve of indita 
Gandhi’s visit to the state 

11 February; Troops move in to piotect vital mstalla | 
tions in the state Agitators seek intt>rvtniion of Amnes | 
ty International Death toll soars to 62 

12 Fabruary: 11 people killed and thousands rendered 
homeless in communal violence in Kami up and I akhim 
pur distiicts 

20 Fabruary: More than 1000 people an killed in a 
midnight massacre at Nellie in the Nagaor distiict 

24 Fabruary: F irst round of pollnig Ovei 100 are killed 
in violence throughout the state 

27 February: A 11 membei Congressd) ministry 
headed by Hiteswar Saikia sworn in 

1M4 I 

3 Fabruary: Centre issues guidelines for loentifving i 
foreigneis A 16 hour statewide road blockade program I 
me in protest against Mrs Gandhi’s visit to the state ' 

25 April: Bhishma Narain Singh sworn in as the new i 
Governor of Assam 




eailiei stand that foreign 
nationals who entered the 
state between 1961 and 
1971 should be disen 
franchised and taken out 
of the Slate They also de 
mand the dissolution of 
the ‘ 1 llegal ’ Assam 
Assembly 

10 April: Saikia leaves tor 
New Delhi foi urgent talks 
with the cenrie 
23 April: AASU 
announces in Delhi that 
they will start a tiesh 
agitation fiom the first 
week ol May following the. 
government’s failure to 
solve the foreigners proh 
lem The Icadets also re 
gtet the fact that the> had 
received 
no intimation from the 
centre legardmg talks 











Victims of the ( hamariva violence being taken to hospital 
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Colts presents a new breed of biie& and vests, 


Ar eNctttng fange of 
tMlefs and vests ine 
now nuKle iveiiible to 
yov fiOm Colts- 
eoncdved and created 
by the Kmgarar group, 
the largest suppliers of 
cotton hosiery yam in 
South India, 

Special features: 

• briefs have a soft 
fabric lining to 
prevent shirt chaflt^, 

d. sK^rior Cfuallty of 
:::.:diaatte.!ai>«tsa«l to 
give you a better fit' 
e aeeaui are nKhde of 

tHiima 


Come, take command 
of any situation with 
the vibrant range of 
Colts briefs and vests. 
Available in a variety of 
colours and sizes. 

Colts-for the 
breed of men. 


We also offer you a 
wide range of tndustHal 
and commercial sewing 
threads. 



Otir S«Uins AgeM: M/s. STANDARD TRADING COMPANY 362. Oppanakara Street Coimbatore. 
Dittrlbutor for Cohs vests & briefs: GCETA SHREE, Wrat B^gal. 

Distributor for Colts sewing threads: TANTTYA TEXITLES, 94 . Cotton Street, Calcutta'700007. 
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84 ApHli The centre in 
vites the movement lead 
ers for discussions in New 
Delhi on 6 May 
88 A|M«3 Hiteswar Saikia 
urges the people of the 
state not to respond to the 
AASU’s call for a fresh 
stir 

7 Mays Negotiations begin 
in New Delhi between the 
movement leaders led by 
Prafulla Mahanta and the 
centre headed by the un 
ion home secretary RD 
Pradhan Talks end incon 
dusively 

88 Prime Minister 

Rajiv Gandhi indicates to 
a group of MLAs from 
Assam that the centre is Rajiv Gandhi with student Icai 

inclined to -— 

accept the demand of the movement leaders to change 
the cutoff date from 1971 to 1967 for the purpose of 
deleting the names of foreigners from the state voters 
list The centre declares that the next round of talks 
would be held in mid July 

39 July: Yet another round of talks begin in Shillong 
between the student leaders and the central government 
led by R D Pradhan 

30 July: Major breakthrough achieved AASU leaders 
declare that the talks had been most fruitful and that 
most of their demands had been accepted 
S August: Movement leaders Prafulla Mahanta and 



Rgjlv Gandhi with student leaders after the signing of the accord 


Bhngu Phukan of the 
AASU and Bira; Sarma of 
the AAGSP arrive in New 
Delhi for talks with the 
centre The delegation 
meets the chief election 
commissioner R K Tnvedi 
and complains that the re 
vision of the electoral rolls 
on the basis of the 1971 
rolls are defective 
8 August: The Election 
Commission orders a thor 
ough review of the draft 
electoral rolls of 13 of the 
total 126 Assembly consti 
tuencies in Assam 
18 August: Official level 
talks begin in New Delhi 
Prime Minister Rajiy Gan 
after the signing of the accord visits Guwahati and 

- tells a massive gathering 

that soon there would be ‘good news’ tor Assam 

14 August: The movement leaders hold two rounds of 
talks with the Prime Mimstei I he discussions get 
bogged down on the question of the dissolution of the 
Assembly A third round of discussions 

15 August: A memorandum of settlement is signed 
between the AASU AAGSP leaders and the union gov 
ernment Under the written accord those foreign nation 
als who entered the state between 1 Januarv 1966 and 4 
March 1971 will be disenfranchised foi ten vears and 
those who came after 26 March 1971 will be deported 
ConyidM by Kmjlr BageM 
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ECONOMY 


No Presents from Cl ausen 

Plain speaking marks World Bank piesident's visit 


**l^oncessiondl aid today is the 

Wscartest commodity on planet 
earth,” says the Woild Bank pi cm 
dent A W Clausen And this sue 
cinctly sums up the dilemma that 
countiies hke India are lacing in 
meeting their deyelopment funding 
needs The easy regime of aid fiom 
the Intel national Development Asso 
elation (IDA)—the soft loan window 
of the Wot Id Bank—IS practic,ill> 
over Moreover, the debt trap that 
some developing tountiifs in latiti 
America and Africa ha\e led them 
selves into, has cautioned India 
against going in for laige scale com 
meicial borrowings 

Clausen who was in India on a 
six day visit during the third week ol 
August on an invitation fiom union 
finance minister V P Singh drove 
home the lesson that foi a country of 
the si/e of India, no single institution 
could bear the buidcn of providing 
assistance fherefoie, the best 
couise fot India would be to “ludi 
ciouslv use" (ommcrcial boiiowings 
he said 

As IS well known tht Woild Bank 
comprises two bodies, viz ihe 
Intel natiotial Bank for Reconstiue 
tion and Devtlopmenr (IBRD) and 
the International D< veiopmeiit Asso 
ciation (IDA) It also has a Switzer 
I land based atiiliate—tlu hiierna 
tional finance Coiporation (IFC)— 
which lends to the ptivatc sector 
only Iht IBRD loans to goytrnments 
canv an interest latt of 8 82 per cent 
pet annum down tiom 9 89 pit ctnl 
a year ago The IDA development 
credit does not tarry any interest but 
only tairies a nominal service charge 
of 0 75 per tent pei annum Besides, 
the liberal repayment terms- spread 
over 50 years, with a moratoiium of 
ten yeais to start with—make the 
IDA a particulaily attiactiM bonow 
al source foi developing nations 

But this form ot cheap credit is 
being increasingly and severely ton 
stricted Major donoi nations, led by 
the United States have put the bank 
on notice that they will not be giving 
as much money as it wants In fact, 
during the last replenishment (IDA 
VII) talks, the USA pledged a lesser 
amount and some other major doiioi 
countries followed suit, thus putting 
a stiong leash on the bank’s ability to 
dole out money 









During his visit, there 
were no presents at all 
for his hosts. Perhaps, it 
is unfair to expect that 
there would have been 
some...There, however, 
was praise for Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s 
“dynamic” economic 
policy 


India though, till now has had a 
rather cosy relationship with the 
bank which has sung paeans of praise 
tor the way this country had man 
aged Its economic policies India’s 
creditworthiness—which reflects 
how much it can boirow from the 
commercial market—has been high 
mainly because it has never de 

India’s Debt Crunch (1985-86) 

(Rs crores) 

Total foreign indebtedness 24 762 
Debt repayment liability 1,438 

Interest payment liability 1 405 


taulted on principal or interest re¬ 
payments Thus Mr Clausen, who has 
headed the World Bank since 1981 
attei having spent a couple of de¬ 
cades in the Bank of America which 
he lef' as chairman, had some good 
woid*^ 10 say about India’s economic 
maiiugement Also, as expected, he 
had moie than a few words of praise 
t()> Pi into Munster niv Gandhi, 
who he said had tn d to strengthen 
the ‘ dynamic economic foites which 
come fiom the private sector ” India, 
the World Bank president felt, had 
“ptoved to the world” that liberal 
economic policies coupled with a 
ftee and open trading regime gener 
ate a bettei return than the wholly 
legimented alternatue 

But what did Mi Clausen have to 
offer to India’ During his visit, there 
were no presents, at all foi his hosts 
Perhaps it is unfair to expect that 
there would have been some In 
stead he emphasised that it India is 
to athu-ye its highly ambitious 
Sevemli Plan annualised giowth rate 
ol five pel cent then it cannot de 
pend only on the World Bank for its 
monetary needs Commercial bor 
row’ngs—which at present carry in 
tcrest rates ranging between 14 and 
18 pci cent pet annum—would ntces 
sanly hast to he icsorted to, warned 
Cldustii And thete was nothing am 
iss m this, he leckoned India’s debt 
sen It e latio is now at a comfoi table 
15 per cent and anything below 20 
per tent is tonsideied to be good by 
the bank Pvtn in 1990, India’s debt 
service latio is slated to temain with 
in bounds at a conseivative 17 6 per 
cent 

At the same time, Mi Clausen also 
pm hed for less protectionism in de 
velopmg countries, saying that when 
the developed countries were criti 
cised tor laismg protectionist trade 
barriers—allowing goods into their 
countries only selectively—they 
usually tuin aiound and say “Look 
who’s talking ot pi otectionism ” And 
with some justification, because the 
Third World still lemains a closeted 
group The World Bank would be 
negotiating foi lowering of barriers 
in both developed and developing 
countries undei the auspices of the 
Geneidl Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) m its forthcoming 
talks 

During his six day visit, the World 
Bank president met the Prime Minis- 
tei, the finance ministei, the agricut 
ture minister, the industry minister 
and the deputy chairman of the Plan¬ 
ning Commission He also visited a 
numbei of piojects financed by the 
World Bank in Uttar Pradesh 
Huihv Shvh, Nmw Dalhl 
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BUSINESS/FINANCE 


COMMODITIES 


Tea Exports Made Easy 

The controversial minimum export price is 
abolished 


N ew Delhi’s decision to abolish the 
minimum export price announced 
on 10 August has been warmlv wel 
corned by the tea industry And pre 
dictably, the union finance and com 
merce minister, V P Singh, has been 
praised for his pragmatic approach 
“The competitive position ot Indian 
tea exporters has improved following 
this abolition,” confirmt^d Harish T 
Shah, president of the Tea txporteis 
Association based m Calcutta But it 
IS nevertheless relevant to point out 
that this scheme has been with 
drawn only after doing considerable 
harm to the prospects of this maioi 
agro industry which contributes ah 
out Rs 1,600 crores annual}) to the 
gross national product, emplovs ovei 
a million workers and eains about 
Rs 700 crores veaily in foitign ex 
change through exports 
When the scheme to peg a mini 
mum export price was lirst intio 
duced earliei this v eai the industry 
had pointed out that it was likelv to 
adversely affect exports, paiticuiaih 
exports to countries buying cheapei 
non quality tea boi instance the 
Calcutta based J Thomas & Co Pvt 
Ltd—the world’s largest and oldest 
tea auctioneers and brokers—in the r 
Tea Market Annual Report tor 1984 
warned that such maikets could be 
“permanently lost” as they could 
find alternative sources of supply 


' ‘ While this scheme may be justified 
in the short term,” said the report, 
“any piotracted use of such direct 
I controls on international transac 
tions can only prove counter 
productive ” 

That ihese fears were proved well 
founded .s also evident from the 
presidential speech of N K Daga at 
the 27th annual general meeting of 
the Tea Association ot India held in 
' Calcutta on 3 August and inaugu 
lated by President 7ail Singh Daga 
I said that the fixation of a minimum 
export price had “gicatlv hampeied 
exports of Indian tea,espccidll\ the 
common and plainer varieties to 
Sudan tgvpt Afghanistan and even 
to Noith America” and that it con 
tinuance was causing ‘serious im 
pediments’ in selling to India stiadi 
tioiial buyers 

N )w that the government has in 
deed been persuaded to veer aiound 
to the industry’s point of view the 
ball IS once again in the latter’s 
court Without fuitlier ado tne tea 
industiv will have to roll up its 
sleeves and step up exports particu 
larlv ot value added items such as 
packet tea tea bags and instant tea 
Ii must also giv e greater attention to 
the task of developing new maikets 
in turope Asia and othei paits of 
I the world where there is still good 


scope for raising per capita tea con 
sumption 

Meanwhile the government on its 
I part should continue to pursue realis 
tic policies so as to enable the na 
tion’s 13,428 gardens to produce 
I adequate tea both lor the domestic 
maikct and for exports It is esti 
mated that the industry will need an 
investment ot about Rs 900 crores to 
raise production to 766 million kg by 
1989, of which 509 million kg will be 
tor home consumption and 257 mil 
lion kg for exports Where will this 
money come from'’ Obviously, now 
that the two yeai old puce boom in 
tea is fast fading out the taxation 
and credit policies of the union gov 
ernment must be so oriented as to 
help the industry to earn more pro 
tits and plough the ^ame back into 
garden development 

Tea consumption within the coun 
try has been sharply rising and this 
trend is likely to persist ir the com 
ing yeais Domestic retention during 
1984 was 430 million kgs, an increase 
of 12 9 per cent as compared to 381 
million kgs in 1983 With the availa 
, bility of moie sugai at fan prices, the 
I domestic demancl for tea is likely to 
get a strong fillip Incidentally sugar 
consumption m India increased from 
46 65 lakh tonnes in 1980 81 to 75 38 
lakh tonnes in 1983 84 a rise ot 
I almost 50 pei cent in thiee years 
The coil elation between tea and 
sugar IS clear 

With the abolition of the minimum 
I tea expoit price, om major worry 
vshich had been nagging the industry 
I lately is now over The government 
has done its bit Now it is the turn of 
the industry to show its petformance 

/ij. V0nlari0*warm, (MeutU 
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Bata India 
Birla Jute 
Calcutta Electric 
E I Hotels 
Hindustan Motors 
India Steamship 
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JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Pakistan Flag on the 
Sher-e-Kashmir’s Grave 

Anti-national elements thrive under the rule o/ 

G. M. Shah 


O n 14 August, Pakistan’s independ¬ 
ence day, a group of marauders 
hoisted the Pakistan flag on the 
grave of Sheikh Mohammad Abdul¬ 
lah. For three days after that anti¬ 
national demonstrations disrupted 
normal life in the Valley. It was an 
insult to the memory of a man who 
had stood against the two-nation 
theory and fought for the accession 
of Kashmir to Hindu-majority India. 
Such an outrage was inconceivable in 
the regime of the former chief minis¬ 
ter Dr Farooq Abdullah whom the 
centre had blamed for ‘encouraging 
secessionists.’ It was clear evidence, 
instead, of the free hand anti¬ 
national elements have been given 
under the rule of the present chief 
minister G. M. Shah. 

The incident shocked all those who 
stood by Sheikh Abdullah’s principle 
of secularism and ashamed the mem¬ 
bers of the state Assembly. No ex¬ 
planation was given as to how the 
incident took place. The leader of the 
,Congress(I) Legislature Party, Maulvi 
Iftekhar Hussain Ansan, predict¬ 
ably, blamed Dr Abdullah, as is his 
party’s wont. 

Confident about his future, G. M. 
Shah left for Saudi Arabia on a Haj 
pilgrimage in the beginning of Au¬ 
gust. At the time of his departure, he 
did not appear too concerned about 
the prospect of political uncertainty 
in the state, since the Congress(I) 
high command had assured him its 
support. But his boast about having 
crushed anti-national forces in the 
state has been proved false. For days 
after the 14 August incident, life in 
many areas of the Valley was para¬ 
lysed by demonstrators parading the 
streets, shouting anti-Indian and pro- 
Pakistan slogans. The administra¬ 
tion, looked the other way. Apparent¬ 
ly, the centre is very concerned ab¬ 
out the rising tide of secessionism in 
the sensitive border state and Con- 
gres.s(I) MPs expressed concern over 
the incidents in the Lok Sabha. Even 
G. M. Shah’s own allies in Kashmir 
are now feeling uneasy after the 
developments. 

The independence days of Pakis¬ 
tan and India, 14 and 15 August, had 
Seen large-scale violence and anti- 

an 


national demonstrations last year. 
This year, despite the heavy police 
bandobast and preventive arrests, 
the violence was repeated. In the 
morning of 14 August, police had to 
go around Srinagar and almost all 
other north-western towns of the Val¬ 
ley to remove Pakistani flags that 
had been hoisted atop electric and 
telegraph poles and housetops. That 


The late Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, who 
opposed the two-nation theory: an insult to 
his memory 



was not all. Students took 4o the 
streets, raising slogans in support of 
Pakistan and its President,Zia-ul Haq 
and put up Pakistani flags wherevm' 
they could. When the police inter¬ 
vened, they were stoned. Several 
buildings were illuminated, includ* 
ing structures in the Kashmir uni¬ 
versity campus overlooking the Dal 
Lake. During the day, the university 
students performed a ceremonial pa¬ 
rade, with student leaders taking the 
‘salute.’ It was after this that a group 
of them went to put up a flag on the 
Sheikh’s grave. Incidentally, the 
police guard on duty in the area is 
said to have looked on mutely as the 
students committed the outrage. 
Similar parades celebrating the inde¬ 
pendence of Pakistan were held in , 
other educational institutions. { 

But worse was to follow on 15 
August, when parts of the old city 
witnessed pitched battles between 
securitymen and anti-national ele¬ 
ments. The police resorted to lathi- 
charges, tear gas and firing. Over 200 
were injured in the violence over 
three days. Some areas were rocked 
by powerful blasts. A petrol bomb 
hurled at an army vehicle narrowly 
missed its target. A few anti-national 
organisations had also given a call to 
observe 15 August as a ‘black day.’ 
They put up posters and distributed 
cyclostyled sheets with anti-Indian 
slogans and messages. And though 
the police did nut lose time in seizing 
the posters and pamphlets, the litera¬ 
ture had its effect. 

The Panthers Party president 
Bhim Singh raised the issue in the 
state Assembly’s budget session -1' 
three days later and blamed the state * 
government for encouraging anti¬ 
national and secessionist forces in 
the state. Members of the ruling 
party, in an attempt to shout him 
down, protested that the question 
was not “serious” enough. In the 
angry exchanges that followed, Bhim 
Singh and two of his colleagues, 
Mammed Shaffi and Piyare Lai 
Handoo, were suspended from the 
Assembly for the rest of the budget 
session for having “disrupted” the 
proceedings. Mr Singh was bodily 
removed from the House by the mar¬ 
shals. The shouting of slogans gnd 
abuses, and scuffles between mem¬ 
bers finally led to the adjournfflent 
of the House for the day. 

Meanwhile, some members have 
challenged the suspension of the 
Hou.se in the Srinagar High Court. 
The court has asked the speaker to 
provide it with records of the day’s 
proceedings. ’ 

Yimuf Srinagar 
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KERALA 


AFra^e Unity 

Kerala Congress, threatens to pull out of UDF 


T he Kerala chief minister K Kai u 
nakaran seems to be caught be 
tween the devil and the deep sea 
when the Kerala Congress, an impoi 
tant constituent of the ruling United 
Democratic Front (UDF) threatened 
to pull out of the front unless its 
member K Balknshna Pillai, the 
state’s former electricity minister, 
was reinducted into the cabinet 
In June this year, it looked as if the 
ruling UDF would break up when Mr 
Filial caused much embaiiassment 
to Mr Kai unakaran by declaring that 
y a “Punjab type’’ agitation was nects 
sary in Kerala to solve the state s 
problems Ihis raised a hue and ci^ 
and It appeared as if the CM wi uld 
be torced to diop Piliai from his 
ministry even if it antagonised the 
Keiala Congress whose paiticipation 
IS vital for the survival of the UDF 
ministry The crisis was, however 
avened when Justice Radhakrishna 
Menon white admitting a writ peti 
tion again,>t Mr Pillai’s “unconstitu 
tional utterances” submitted bv a 
Congress activist, itmarked that it 
would be in keeping with the highest 
traditions of parliamentary democra 
cy if he stepped down while the 
petition was being heard Mr Pillai 
did step down, without the CM hav 
ing to take any "unpleasant step ’ 
However, after two months on 19 
August, as soon as the case was 
dismissed, the Kerala Congress de 
»^ manded the immediate induction of 
Mr Pillai into the cabinet Mattel s 
became so serious that the CM had to 
rush to Delhi foi consultations with 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and the 
CongressiD Icadetship about the 
political Cl ISIS in the state Ihe High 
Court, while dismissing the case 
observed that it was the icspui.sibil 
liy of the Governor oi the chief 
minister to find out if Mr Pillai had 
violated his oath of office and decide 
if he should be reinducted into the 
cabinet (according to Article 220 of 
the Constitution, the court cannot 
interfere m such matters). The CM 
thus was forced to shoulder all the 
responsibility 

The Congress(I) is already facing a 
formidable “partner” in Its ministry 
in the form of the united Muslim 
jLeague which has now become the 
second-largest party in the front af 
ter the Congress(I) with 18 MLAs, the 
u Kerala Congress has 15 menibti 
^ That leaves the UDF with 79 men 
ber« against the opposition Lett 
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Front s 60 in the 141 member Assem 
bly Ihe ruling front can hardly 
affoid to break up its ties with the 
Keiala Congress And, at the same 
time, the Congiess(I) cannot afford 
to tauiish Its image by encouraging 
controversial figuies like Mr Pillai, 
in view of futuie elections when it 
will have to face a stiff challenge 
from tne communists as well as the 
Muslim League 

The fact that the Congicss(l) is on 
the defensive as fai as Kt i ala politics 


is concerned was evident when on 21 
July the CM said that any par¬ 
ty including the All India Muslim 
League (wh<ch had just then ended 
Its alliance with the CPKM) led Left 
Democratic Front) would be 
accommodated in the UDF if the 
partncis agreed to it Accordmg to 
political obsei vers, when the CM told 
reporters that it was the policy of the 
UDF to bung all democratic forces 
under one banner, he certainly had 
something more in mind 

Politics in Kerala has today given 
almost every single patty a chance to 
play a decisive role While the Con 
giess(l) IS skating on thin ice, every 
one else seems to be consolidating 
their positions 

A SpatJal Coirgipomtmit, Tnvaninmt 


Unrest at Kanyakumari 


C diiimunal haimunv in the south 
cm up ot the couniiy was shat 
teicd on 19 August following the 
outbteak of violence between 
C hi istian fishermen and the RSS in 
the coastal i egion around the Kera 
la 1 amil Nadu bordei Two people 
weic shot dead and about five peo 
pli weit SCI louslymtureo when the 
tiigt,ei happy Tamil Nadu Polm. 
aimed their guns at a ciowd ot 
tisheimeii without giving any wain 
mg Pople belonging to all the coin 
inunities in the aiea told Sun 
HAS that It was the tuvcmle riac 
tioii ot the police that aggiavated 
the situation Fven at the height ot 
tension this corresponde nt saw that 
the only group of policemen pre 
sent there were lelaxing 

Ihis outbteak of violence comes 
aftei nearly two years ot the first 
coiiuiiunal clash in the Kanyaku 
man distiict when inoic than IS 
jieuple wcic killed in police tiiiiif,, 
duiing the Mandaikavvu uinpK 
festival People tiom all commui i 
ties lived thcie in harmony toi 
ntaily a ycat befoie a miian scuttle 
between two men in Kollaincode, 
ten kilometies from the Kerala 
Tamil Nadu border, developed into 
a communal clash 
The Christian fisnermen are 
a very sensitive grou» of people As 
soon as rumours about the scuffle 
spread, fisbeimen ftom other coas 
tal regions of Kerala rushed to 
Kollamcode Three priests of the 
Catholic parishes cf the area were 
also there, trying to pacify the 
fishermen The inspector general of 
Tamil Nadu police claimed that but 
for the timely action of the police 
theie would hav a been inoie viu 


Icncc However, a magisteiial en 
quiiv ha' been ordered into the 
filing Some elder people from 
the area told Sunday that there was 
no reason for any violence and that 
all communities had been living 
peacefullv for quite some time 
Such a situation,they said, can be 
c. use d only by someone who would 
take advantage by inciting vio 

IcIICc 

A RSS wutkei jaid that pictures 
il iesus Chiist on the cross weie 
being put up neai temples At the 
snine time leads i s of the fishermen 
Claim, It was the RSS leadei Man 
ikaiitan Nan who fust caused the 
scuffle to take place between the 
fishcuntn bv inciting one of them 
It wus only dftei this that a fisher 
Wi nan was attacked, rumours 
pic id and antis x lal elements 
took ^ei I he h i e of the head 
mas }t till loc 1 school, Mr 
Vc ai o was slacked 

It IS I lien a mob if about 500 
tishcimei reach u the house that 
the police o, t lieu hi I. 1 ill the time 
or filing this icpori ihc police have 
not shown any interest in 
apprehending the mischief makers 
Communal intei action marked by 
yeais of friendship is being 
violated by vested interests The 
fishermen have hired generators 
and put up tube lights in the in 
tenor areas to pi event attacks at 
night But with communal elements 
having a free run in the area and 
with temples and churches con 
verted into “defence chambers,” 
how long will harmony prevail? 
Mercifully theie at still those who 
aic guid d bv in pi t ot harmony 
Asioii #1 ijni -irf 
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FOREIGN TRADE 


Exporting Methods 


Export Inspection Council to share expertise with foreigners 


T he Indian practice of inspection 
of all exported goods 
through weights and measures' 
seems to have at last found apprecia¬ 
tion abroad. While India was the 
second country, after Japan, to intro¬ 
duce compulsory inspection of ex¬ 
port commodities after passmg the 
Export (Quality and Control and In¬ 
spection) Act 1963, she is now being 
approached by other countries for 
sharing expertise on stringent quali¬ 
ty control. 

Officials of the export inspection 
council (EIC) which is the premier 
inspection agency for exports, were 
suprised when they received a re¬ 
quest from the Chinese government 
to start a training programme for 
commodity inspection. The People’s 
Republic of China had promulga¬ 
ted in January 1984, regulations 
for 100 per cent inspection of import 
and export commodities and im¬ 
mediately looked towards India to 
learn the science of quality inspec¬ 
tion. “We were hesitant at first, to 
begin the Chinese experiment, but 
when their study team visited our 
inspection centres we realised that 
they simply wanted to learn the 
methodology of inspection and rejec¬ 


tion,” said Dula Chandra Mazumdar, 
director, inspection and quality con¬ 
trol, EIC. 

The high standard of export in¬ 
spection in India has received recog¬ 
nition from other quarters as well. 
This year, the International Trade 
Centre (ITC) in Geneva, requested 
the EIC secretariat to organise train¬ 
ing programmes for delegates from 
Vietnam and Afghanistan. Repre¬ 
sentatives of both the countries 
made a survey of inspection training 
facilities. Very soon the government 
is to set up a i egular exchange prog¬ 
ramme with these countries and 
others who have shown similar in¬ 
terest in India’s compulsory inspec¬ 
tion of exports. 

While, Japan, from whom India 
borrowed heavily to learn the art of 
quality precision, has denotified a 
large number of items from the ear¬ 
lier 100 per cent export inspection in 
India, 38 per cent of all goods (worth 
Rs 3,000 crores) are still under in 
spection regulations of the EIC This 
cavers 627 broad categories of ex¬ 
portable commodities. The goods 
which go through stringent inspec¬ 
tion before they can leave the Indian 
shores are* engineering goods which 



A CUmm delegation at the EIC office 


account for 432 units, chemical and j 
allied products (71 units),footwear 
and footwear components(32 unitt)| 
jute and jute products (61 units) and 
hsh and fish products (31 units). 
More exportable units are being de¬ 
notified by the government from 
time to time as their standards are 
meeting the requirement. All the 
same, the percentage of goods which 
come under the purview of manda-. 
tory inspection has increased as a 
result of fresh items being added in 
order to achieve quality perfection in 
all areas of exports. 

According to the director, achiev¬ 
ing the target of 100 per cent accept¬ 
ance of consignments exported, is 
still a far cry Though the percentage 
of rejection has declined, some ex¬ 
porters and small entrepreneurs per¬ 
sist in sending substandard goods for 
inspection resulting in a colossal 
national waste The reason why the 
EIC has come in for strong criticism 
from exporters is that it has started 
prosecuting those exponers who 
were violating the rules of quality 
control. At present, the council is 
contesting 12 cases against various 
companies whose goods were found 
wanting in mandatory quality re¬ 
quirements Among them are Hin¬ 
dustan Levers for a consignment of 
footwear which was rejected, and 
four large jute companies of Calcut¬ 
ta. In all, ot 55,161 consignments of 
exportable goods which the EIC in¬ 
spected between January and June 
this year, 4,359 consignments were 
declared to be faulty, which means, 
7.9 per cent were rejected Last year, 
during the same period there was a 
13 per cent rejection of goods—a 
healthy trend—which speaks for the } 
improving standards of Indian ex¬ 
ports. 

With the interest shown by China, 
Vietnam and Afghanistan and other 
representations received from Bang¬ 
ladesh and the Philippines, inspec¬ 
tion of exportable goods is expected 
Co gain further impetus. The govern¬ 
ment with the EIC and its counter¬ 
part the Indian Standards Institute 
(ISI), is considering the establish¬ 
ment of a training centre where 
programming and training of inspec¬ 
tors from other developing countries 
could be started. The Planning Com¬ 
mission has already approved a pro¬ 
ject for setting up a pilot test house 
for the EIC at a cost of Rs 2.37 crores. 
The pilot test establishment, the 
finest in the world, would further 
strengthen the progress made in the 
direction of standard export goods. 
The aim should be to perfect the 
quality of all exportable goods since 
diey sell the image of a progressive 
and industrialised nation. 
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GUJARAT 

Minister versus Bureaucrat 

A collector’s transfer raises an outcry 


^*Wou have made a hero out of 
I him,” said Vallabhbhai Patel, 
the 62-year-old health minister of 
Gujarat, referring to the collector of 
Rajkot, D. K Sikri who had ordered 
the detention of Popatbhai Patel, an 
industrialist, on 30 July for illegally 
encroaching upon 10,000 sq metres 
of municipal land. The detention was 
ordered under the newly-adopted 
Anti-Goondaism Act which gives the 
government the power to detain un¬ 
desirable people in the interest of 
public law and order, 
y Soon afterwards, however, the 
I health minister intervened and with 


the chief minister Amarsinh 
Choudhary’s help had Popatbhai 
Patel released, within 24 hours of his 
arrest. This led to strong criticism 
against the one-month old Amarsinh 
Choudhary government. What made 
the situation even more embarras¬ 
sing for the CM were Vallabhbhai 
Patel’s statements. “Officers are not 
sons of God. Newspapers have made 
the Rajkot collector a hero. Do you 
know why he ordered Popatbhai’s 
arrest?” asked Vallabhbhai “He did 
it because Popatbhai had not agreed 
to give distribution rights for his 
diesel oil engines for Punjab to a 
friend of the collector’s,” he added. 
When asked how he could make such 
charges, the minister brushed aside 
the question stating that he had 
already written to the chief minister 
demanding an inquiry. 

The charge was immediately re¬ 
futed by Mr Sikri. It has also led to a 


major chasm between the ministry 
and the civil service in the state and 
the IAS officers’ association sent a 
deputation headed by additional 
chief secretary H K. Khan to express 
resentment against the manner in 
which the minister had made the 
allegations 

Popatbhai Patel is a leading diesel 
engine manufacturer in the country; 
his firm has a turnover of around Rs 
16 crores. He is, however, not the 
only one to have been accused of 
encroaching upon municipal land 
About 40 major industrialists have 
taken over 30,000 sq metres of land 


in the AJI industrial area in the city 
either to expand their units or to 
prevent the land around their units 
being occupied by sluni-dwelleis 
According to Vajubhai Vala, the 
mayor of Rajkot and a member of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJPl, 
altogether 48 new slums where over 
one lakh people live, have come up in 
the past few years (many of them on 
public land) and 28 have been reg¬ 
ularised by the authorities. Indus¬ 
trialists claim that slums have come 
up in the AJI industrial rone and in 
order to prompt the setting up of 
slums, they encroached upon muni¬ 
cipal land putting up boundary walls 
or even setting up factories in the 
area. 

The industrialists claim that they 
have bepn writing to the corporation 
asking for the sale of land at a fair 
price. Two years ago, there had been 
a move to sell the plots but while the I 


industrialists warned the land to be 
priced at Rs 100 per sq metre, the 
officials felt that the price was too 
low. Then, the BJP controlled muni¬ 
cipal lorporatiori suggested a price, 
but even that was rejected by gov¬ 
ernment officials for the same 
reason 

In July, a Bill was passed in the 
state Legislatui > wlin h aimed at giv¬ 
ing the governniont the power to 
detain people endangering the law 
and order situation Among those 
who could be arrested under the Act 
were land grabbei .s The chief minis¬ 
ter had promised in the Assembly 
that only the habitual offenders 
would be prosecuted and some land- 
grabbers were detained in Surat 
though they wei e let off later. Popat¬ 
bhai Patel’s detention led to an up- j 
rodi among the Patels m the ruling , 
party and in the opposition. 

Act 01 ding to the supporters of for¬ 
mer chief nunisicr Madhavsinh 
Solanki, Popatbhai Patel’s release, is 
an attempt bv the government to woo 
the powerful Patel lobby. The 
Solanki lobby feels that the new 
ministiy is trying to strengthen the I 
Patels in plate of the kshatriyas | 
whom the Solanki government had 
wooed '! he Solank. government had 
especiallv favoured the kshatriyas, 
the harijans, the Muslims and the 
adivasis I the famous KHAM lobby) 
but It IS believed that Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi is not in favour of 
alienating anv set non of the people 
from the ('onpresN(i) 

Mr Mkii, the toilet tor, who has 
been an IAS oftner for the last ten 
years , has now been shifted to New 
Delhi on deputation to the union 
government 'llie transfer order 
came ju.si when the controversy over 
hts action was at its peak The state 
government, however, claimed that 
the transitu had noihmg to do with 
the 01 dels Sikii had issued. The 
government also publicly declared 
that il hd'- full faith m its IAS officers 
and 1 ’ was keen to ensure that their 
integnlv was not uiiestioncd except 
through propel ihannels 

It IS behoved that the chief minis¬ 
ter had chided allabhbhai Patel for 
rlamnng that .Sikn’s act was an act of 
revenge. He has als(‘ assured Sikn 
that the government had confidence 
in his dbilitv Meanwhile, the Con- 
gress(Ii dissident leader Jinabhai 
Darji had brought the incident to the 
notice of the Prime Minister. In fact, 
aftei the incident, a number of indus¬ 
trialists in Rajkot have decided to 
surrender the plots of land they had 
encroached upon to the civic author¬ 
ities They have already met the 
municipal conimissiner C.J. Jose re¬ 
garding the surrender of their plots. 
Timimr Bhatt, Ahmadabad 
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INTER-STATE DISPUTES 


The Battle for Belgautn 

Dispute between Maharashtra and Karnataka continues 


T he tug-of-war between Karnataka 
and Maharashtra over Belgaum 
has been continuing for three de¬ 
cades and yet there is no sign of 
either side letting up. But quite 
often, the issue hots up, disturbing 
the status quo and breaking the 
silence. Recently, political leaders 
from Maharashtra made a concerted 
effort to reopen the issue. The in¬ 
spiration apparently came after the 
accord between the union govein- 
ment and the Akali Dal giving Pun¬ 
jab the soleposses.sionotChandigaih. 
Leaders of the Belgaum-based 
Mahaiashtra Ekikaian Sauiiti 
(M£S), a political parly with the aim 
to merge Belgaum with Mahai ashira, 
brought together Marathi-speaking 
politicians of various shades in New 
Delhi. 

The effort would have gone un¬ 
noticed but for the timing of the 
meeting, the initiative being taken 
soon after the Punjab accord was 
signed and while the Assam accord 
was being negotiated. Secondly, 
politicians of all parties in Maharash¬ 
tra closed ranks and demanded that 
the centre should reconsider the Bel¬ 
gaum issue. And if the latest man¬ 
oeuvres attracted attention, it was 
quite easy to figure out why. The 
government already facing problems 
in Punjab, Assam and Gujaiat, now 
has something more to deal with. 

The Belgaum issue has been sim¬ 
mering for almost 30 years, but over 
the last few years it had slid mto the 
background in the face of greater 
problems. Last foniiight, hotvevci, a 
joint delt.^« 1 on ftom Mahaiashtra, 
coaipr'^tnt, ' ^.Ihc s N i, 
tiiinii-i MP :rd iiuoy. iVlrdliu Da.tda- 
vaie, Juiiaia i'aii> h taK ’.d N.K.P. 
Salve, deputy leadci o) the uongies- 
s(I) in the Rajya babha, met the 
Prime Minister and urged for a solu¬ 
tion to the long-standing dispute. The 
members of the delegation later said 
that “the Prime Minister spoke free¬ 
ly and showed an attitude of under¬ 
standing the issue and a desire to 
resolve it," in sharp contrast to the 
standard, “We will look into it” reply 
given to previous delegations. The 
Prime Minister is also reported to 
iiave said that after studying the 
issue in detail and discussing the 
matter with the Karnataka chief 
minister, he would call the delega¬ 
tion for another discussion, and 
perhaps even appoint a judge lO look 
into it. 


The next day, chief minister 
Ramakrishna Hcgde wrote an angry 
lettei to the Prime Minister, a copy 
of which was read in the state Assem¬ 
bly to pacify the agitated members. 
Expressing shuck at reports that said 
the Prime Minister indicated he 
would refer the matter to a judge, Mr 
Hegde said: “...For heaven’s sake do 
not give the impression that the 
mattei* has not been finally decided. 
The only thing the union government 
is duty-bound to do is to implement 
the Mahajan Committee repoit in 
toto.” Opiiiiuii was unanimous in the 




ividuitu i^4uiuu>uic ilclif and N.K.P. Salve: I tvDicallv short 

united fw Maharashtra ^ ^ * 

- I cannot be wii 

house that Karnataka would settle proved in Pu 
for nothing less than implementation . ^oept at crea 
of the Mahajan report which states turns. Since 1, 
that Belgaum should remain in Kar- *** 

nataka and suggests a minor territo- from Belgaum 
rial exchange. issue. 

The reaction was predictable. Ev- suryi 

ery time the Belgaum issue has been merger is 
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jail Committee report. The state has will be goodby 
also pointed out, that in spite of * suppose. 

Kaniataka’s ipposiiion it was at the f"*®* Ptoblein ' 
insisioiice of Mah>nashiia tliai the ChklMMtd ka^fh 

BOMBAY 

Sea rches and Seizures 

Raids on tax evaders are successful 


Mahajan Committee was appointed 
to look into the border dispute. 
Maharashtra had also promised that 
it would abide by the decision of the 
committee which ultimately said Bel¬ 
gaum should remain in Karnataka. 
Relating personal incidents, Hegde 
said; “1 remember that when the 
committee was appointed, the late 
Y.B. Chavan had held my hand in his 
and promised that the decision 
would be final and binding on both 
parties.” Another Maharashtra chief 
minister V.P. Naik had also promised 
that Maharashtra would abide by the 
decision. 

However, the joint delegation from 
Maharashtra argued before the 
Prime Minister that the Mahajan 
Committee awarded Belgaum to Kar¬ 
nataka when there were no proper 
terms of reference, especially the 
linguistic factoi (Belgaum indisput- ‘ 
I ably has a majority Mai athi-spcaking 
papulation) and that only “an ex¬ 
traneous issue like adminisirative 
convenience was taken into 
account.’" But in Bangalore, the Kar¬ 
nataka politicians were adamant that 
the issue was settled. Said G. 
Narayan Kumar, a pro-Kannada 
legislator- “It is either status quo or 
the Mahajan report. We won’t settle 
for anything else.” 

Though It is possible that the latest 
round of rhetoric and rage will be 
typically shortlived, the implications 
I cannot be wished away. As it was 
proved in Punjab, politicians are 
adept at creating explosive situa¬ 
tions. Since 1957, the MES has won 
five seats to the Karnataka Assembly 
from Belgaum only by raising the 
merger issue. And the only way the 
MES can survive is by keeping alive 
the merger issue. In fact, as one 
observer pointed out: “If ever Bel¬ 
gaum merges with Maharashtra, it 
will be goodbye to politics fur them. 
So I suppose, they must be hoping 
this problem will coiitmuo ” 
ChkisiiMul ka^tmtta, Bangakne 


A young collegian is the only per¬ 
son to be prosecuted in recent 
years by the Income Tax (1 & T) 
department, Bombay, which has over 
the last few years, unearthed black 
money and tax frauds totalling crores 
of rupees. The college student con¬ 
victed under the Indian Penal Code 
fur impersonating an assessee had to 
pay a fine ut Ks 20,0u0 and was given 
a day’s simple inipiisonuient as she 


was to be married very soon. 

The girl had opened a bank locker 
in another name and a large amount 
of jewellery of an assessee who was 
to be raided was transferred to her 
locker since the assessee was trying 
to dodge tax officials. The tax sleuths 
received the information and caught 
the girl who after much interrogation 
and enquiry finally confessed. It 
seems easier for the tax authorities 
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to catch 8 young girl than the power¬ 
ful 'nioiiey-bags’ who are neither 
afraid of tax laws nor 'lawcourts. The 
assessee whom the young lady was an 
accomplice of, is “being investi¬ 
gated” and this could take years like 
every other case in the metropolitan 
magistrate’s court. 

In the last four years, over 1,000 
complaints have been filed in the 
courts and not one assessee has been 
convicted. Last year alone, according 
to the new prosecution wing of the 
income tax department, Bombay, 63.^ 
complaints were filed under various 
sections of the Indian Penal Code, 
like wealth tax, not filing returns, 
filing late returns, concealing ol in¬ 
come, false declarations, falsiHcation 
of books of accounts and wrong state¬ 
ments. 

V Assessees who have plenty of black 
money, have been taking adjourn¬ 
ment after adjournment, indulging 
in delaying tactics and making it 
more difficult for the tax sleuths 
doing the investigation to prove their 
case. “We have to prove offence 
beyond reasonable doubt The onus 
is on us to prove the offence,” says a 
spokesman of the i ncome t ax depart¬ 
ment. 

To prove the offence, savs the 


department spokesman, the union 
minister of state for finance Janar- 
dhan Poojary has been talking about 
setting up special courts since April 
1985. But these courts have still to 
become a reality. In Bombay, accord¬ 
ing to the prosecuting wing, the IT 
chief commissioner is consulting the 
Chief Justice of the Bombay High 
Court and the state government re¬ 
garding setting up of special courts 
I to try income tax cases. The Chief 
Justice will have to give his approval, 
allot a judge and constitute the 
court. Comprehensive legislation 
will also have to be framed by the 
centre. “Justice will be speedier 
under the special courts,” the depart¬ 
ment officials told Sunday. 

Meanwhile, in keeping with the 
union finance minister’s efforts to 
collect resources in order to wipe out 
the budgetary deficit of Rs 3,349 
[ crores, the intelligence wing of the 
I income-tax department has been af¬ 
ter suspected tax evaders. Incentives 
are also being provided to officers 
I who unearth black money. According 
I to the chief income-tax commissioner 
! M.A. Twigg, between April and July 
j 1985 .search and seizure operations 
i netted black money jewellery, cash 
' and assets worth Rs 6.92 crores as 


against Rs 1.18 crores for the corres¬ 
ponding period last year. 

In June, a woman who has been 
working as an agent for labourers 
going to the Gulf and has even gone 
into fUm making was found to have, 
been taking between Rs 5,000 and Rs 
25,000 per person and not deciatihg 
this income. Taxmen found un¬ 
accounted assets worth Rs 20 lakhs 
in her premises. According to tax- 
men, she had earned over Rs three 
crores in the last few years'. 

On 19 June, a raid on a customs 
house agent revealed that the asses¬ 
see had concealed income to the tune 
of Rs 51 lakhs, Rs 30 lakhs and Rs 22 
lakhs for the yeaisl984-l985,1983- I 
1984 andl9 82-1983,respectively, j 
Bogus books of accounts in the names , 
of concernsjin which expen.ses were 
debited were found and later, these 
amounts were withdrawn in cash or 
transferred into other books of 
accounts or fixed deposit receipts. 
Such unaccounted receipts worth Rs 
30 lakhs and fixed deposits and sav. 
ing bank accounts worth Rs 25 lakhs 
have been frozen and jewellery 
worth Rs 29.40 lakhs have also been 
seized. . 

atg* rttk, Bombay I 


HUMAN RIGHTS 

Of Human Bondage_ 

Women prisoners are illegally detained in West Bengal jaUs 


don ’t want to stay here. 'I he i 

Idurwans make dirty proposals to 1 
'me. When I told them that 1 would j 
report to the authorities, they 
threatened me. If they come to know 
that 1 have written to vou, they will 
beat me up. If you don’t help me. I’ll 
run away.” So ran a letter written by 
an inmate of the West Bengal govern¬ 
ment-run Liluah Rescue Home for 
Women, Jyotsna Mistry, to advocate 
Shib Shankar Chakravarry of the 
Alipore Court in Calcutta. 

Jyotsna Mistrv, a young girl of 15 
today, has spent the last seven years 
of her life in jail. She is one of the 
many unsuspecting girls who me lost, 
lured, kidnapped or bronghi to the 
cities from the villages wit.h false 
promises of a better life, bet'or mbs 
or even marriage. While iinoiv fall 
prey to flesh-traders, otheis an- just 
abandoned. Eventually, they land in 
police custody. It is then that their 
woes start, for, the Presidency jail, 
where most of them are kept, till 
their relatives are traced out, is a 
world of torture and inhumanity. If 
no relatives are found, which is 
usually the case, the young girls are 
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sent to protective homes, where con- 
(iiuons arc no less worse than the 
prisons. Justice Jyotirindranath 
Hore of the district and sessions 
court,Alipoie, recorded his disgust; 
“1 have visited different jaib and 
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Women In Prctidenc} Jail: bcMai ban 


for no crime 


found that none of them are suitable 
for rehabilitation of the.se women 
(who had been kept in Presidency 
jail or the Liluah Home)... The task is 
to contact their parents, if any, or get 
in touch with private and public 
organisations and speed up the pro¬ 
cess of their rehabilitation.” I 

Take the example of Jyotsna Mis- i 
try. She was lost somewhere in Cal¬ 
cutta when she was eight. Found by 
the police, Jyotsna Mistry was kept 
in police custody till she was pro¬ 
duced for the first and only time in 
court. The judge ordered that she be 
kept in safe custody in Presidency 
jail. That marked the beginning of 
her life of misery. Along with other 
hardened female prisoners, she was 
housed in the filthy and grossly over¬ 
crowded wards of the jail. Jyotsna 
always suffered from skin diseases as 
she was hardly provided with clean 
clothesUnfact there were times when 
she had to sell her meagre quota of 
food to the jail staff to buy decent 
attire. Champa, another inmate, was 
exploited in yet another w;i> Sho i 
had saved Rs 90 by working whik- tti 
custody but when she wa.s finally 
released she was handed Rs 10 To . 
add to their miseries, these girls are 
hardly ever allowed to communicate 
their woes to the world outside. | 
J^en Maya Barui, a rape victim, I 
wanted to contact a lawyer, she was 1 
refused. Also, her letters written to 
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the district magistrate for help were 
intercepted. Moreover, though the 
jail manual clearly states that these 
girls should be produced in court 
once every fortnight, the rules are 
hardly followed. The girls are locked 
up and deliberately denied all legal 
help. 

Nor are the jails safe for the 
girls. Said Archana Mondol; “On 
many ol my sleepless nights 1 have 
seen some of the jail staff enter the 
women’s non-criminal lunatic (NCX) 
ward stealthilv...” Most women in 
mates, often complain of molesta¬ 
tion Gita Ganguly was raped b\ her 
escorts on her wav back from court 
and’ordered to keep quiet But when 
she was found to be pregnant, secret 
arrangements weie made for an 
abortion Outside the lail too, the 
young girls are not tree to talk oi 
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their life in jail. When they are 
produced in court they are ordered 
not to disclose their living conditions 
to the judges. Medical facilities too 
are inadequate. According to a jail 
doctoi. Presidency jail has just two 
doctors to look after the 2400-odd 
prison!, rs 

A few however, have been lucky. 
One such was Jyotsna Mistrv who 
was released from Presidency jail. It 
was, in fact, a stroke of luck for her 
when Maya Bai ui. another inmate, 
mentioned hei name along with 
those ot oiliei deienues in the jail. 
Both Jsotsna Mistry and Maya Barui 
got then lelease orders from Pres- 
ideiicv. tail only to find that their 
situation had not improved. Jyotsna 
Mistrv had been shifted to the Liluah 
Home liorii where she had penned 
hei tellers ot distress to advocate 
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Shib Shankar Chakravarty, who has 
been waging a lone battle on behalf 
of the young girls to secure their 
release from prison. 

The figures supplied by the jail 
authorities and that given by Maya 
Barui regarding the number of 
women detenues in Presidency jail is 
contradictory. While the authorities 
claim that there are only 11 women 
dotenues in Presidency jail, Maya 
Barui spoke of 23 women to the 
press. Though the recent furore in 
the press regarding these illegally 
detained women detenues has 
shaken the West Bengal government 
out of its slumber and efforts are 
underway to help the girls, much 
remains to be done to rehabilitate 
them, 

Sumtta Qhoth, Cakvttt 


GERMANY 

Summer Wine 


Doctored Austrian wine floods German market 


S ummer is usually a good time for 
Austrian wines in Germany when 
almost two-thirds of the wine ex¬ 
ported from Austria are gurzled 
down by thirsty Germans. But this 
year Austrian vino, be it the fresh, 
fruity dry wines or the succulent 
sweet wines, are conspicuous by 
their absence There was not a bottle 
to be bought, anywhere in the Feder¬ 
al Republic of Germany (.FRG) for 
the last week of July and now, it 
would be hard to find one in Great 
Britain or Switzerland. Also, the Un¬ 
ited States has ordered wine impor¬ 
ters and wholesalers to stop selling 
Austrian wines until they are tested 
thoroughly. 

At the heart of the mattei is the 
scandal of doctoring wine with a 
toxic anti freeze chemical, dieth- 
ylene glycol, which can cause ail 
ments like a damaged kidney. This 
practice seems to h.ive been wide¬ 
spread among the suppliers of Au¬ 
strian wine to the FRG wlieie .several 
thousand bottles containing the che¬ 
mical have been found. This week 
the Bonn health ministry has issued a 
new list of 2!)0 Austrian wines which 
have been found contaminated. Pre¬ 
viously it had been • believed that 
only the wine belonging to the qua/- 
itactxpraedikat or superior, had been 
doctored. In the meantime, carefree 
tourists in Austria are reported to be 
enjoying young vintages that are .said 
to be free from contamtnaiion— 
ordering ein vierti frostschutzmittel 
(a quarter litre of antifreeze). 


The general Austnan farmers un¬ 
ion are trying haid to contain the 
damage Officials ot the union have 
jouneyedto Bonn, dccusiiig “a wine 
mafia of niercliants with the backing 
of top politicians, of doitoring vin¬ 
tages to improve (pialitv and pro 
fits " They have also launched a huge 
advertising campaign in the FRG 
papers aimed at offsetting the dam 
age in the countrs whith is hv far the 
most important buyei of Austrian 
wines. But the health-conscious Ger¬ 
mans are outraged by the scandal 
and trouble is brewing for the top 
official m the Rhineland's wine 
ministry, Herr Ferdinand Stark, who 
was told of the doctoring in late April 
but took ovei two months to make it 
public, German papers have attri¬ 
buted this silence to the strength of 
the wine lobby. 

This scandal has rocked the C17 
million Austrian wine export indus¬ 
try which had recently built up a 
reputation as a reliable .source of 
good wine at fair prices. German 
wine aficionados were particularly 
fond of the Austrian eisweiiu which 
has a concentrated and very sweet 
taste, being made from frozen 
grapes, and is available at a cost 
much less than the home produced 
eisweins. It is not yet clear how the 
scandal came to light. One of the 
people who became suspicious when 
I large quantities of good Austrian 
I wine were being sold at a cheap price 
I might have decided to investigate. 


I Another theory is that customs offi- 
i cidls became suspicious and raised 
the alarm when a wine exporter 
asked for a tax refund on chemicals 
I he had used in processing his wine. A 
I key figure in the .scandal is an unen- 
I lerprising and unscrupulous chemist, 
Otto Nadraski. He is said to have 
I discovered as early as 1976, that 
diethylene glycol boosts the sweet- 
I ness and alcohol content of wine and 
I unlike sugar it is difficult to 
trace. This meant that ordinary 
wines could be transformed into the 
most expensive categories of wine 
I like trockenbeerenauslese which are 
I normally reproduced by selected 
withered grapes. Nadraski is sup¬ 
posed to have sold his secret to one of 
Austria’s biggest wine exporters, 
Herr Grill, who then produced large I 
quantities of trockenbeerenauslese 
containing a potentially lethal 16 gm 
of glycol per litre. Both the men are 
now in prison and could face impris¬ 
onment upto ten years. Nadraski is 
alleged to have sold his recipe to 
several others so that the list of 
contaminated wines has kept on in¬ 
creasing. Indeed doctored Austrian 
wine of 1976 vintage have been 
found as far away as Japan. 

This scandal is perhaps the 'first 
crack in the wall of malpractices 3n 
wine making. Investigations in tjje 
Federal Republic of Germany h|^ve 
resulted in the discovery of disinfec¬ 
tants in several bottles of Italian 
sparkling wine and, more seriously, 
diethylene glycol in four bottles of , 
their own Rhine-Hessen wine. This is 
not the first time that wine has been 
laced, but previously what was added 
was crystal and liquid sweetners 
vyhereas the recent scandal was ab¬ 
out adding a chemical known to be S 
harmful to the body. 

Kanta Tatukdar, Bonn 
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Frankly, not everyone can afford 
acanneralikethis. 
Electronically programmed, 
WIthadO-pinchip. 




Y&s, but if you buy it, 
every picture you get 
will be your reward. 

The MINOLTA Photophone AF-E is one of the newest cameras in 
♦he world The camera you'd choose if you were shopping today 
in Singapore or Dubai or New York (The only problem is if you 
bought It abroad you could end up paying a lot more for itO 
The MINOLTA Photophone AF-F incorporates the most 
sophisticated state-of-the art technology It uses a computing unit 
to make it possible for an amateur photographer like you to take 
pictures without any hassles and as important without any misiokes 

Lefs highlight a few of its high technology advantages 

MINOLTA Auto-Focussing System 

The camera has the MINOLTA Infra red Auto Focussing Systen i 
As you press the shutter an infra-'ed oeam shoots out from trie 
camera to your subject and returns to n camera sensor that 
automatically adjusts the focus 

Auto-Exposure Control 

As you are taking the picture a silicon photo diode cell senses the 
light conditions and instantly adjusts the shutter speed and lens 
op>ening 

Automatic Switchover Flash 

You don t even have to worry about when to switch on tl re flasn 
A camera sensor decides when the light is inodequate and 
automatically fires the flash for you 

Auto-Loading System 

Film loading is easy and problem-free All you do is lay the film 
across the spool and shut the back of the camera 

Automatic Winding and Rewinding 

After each ^ame the camera automatically winds ttie film 
to the next frame Auto-winding is so quick that even continuous 
shooting is no problem At the end of the roll the camera locks 
automaticallv tr prevent double exposures Rewinding is as simple a 
sliding the rewii d switch at the base of the camera 

Frankly, the MINOLTA Photophone AF-E is definitely not a cameio 
for everyone 

But it could very well be the only camera for you 


MINOLTA 


Photophone Industries India Limited 

/, S 4 ki Vihar Road 072 


MINOLTA Pholophone AF-E 










F ive years ago, a pro* 
ducer called Kishore 
Sharma announced a big- 
budget film called Cba- 
nakya Chandragupta. It 
was to be directed by B.R. 
Chopra and Dilip Kumar 
and Dharmendra were to 
play the leading roles. The 
filmwasstated to be a very 
expensive one. In fact, 
thousands of rupees were 
spent on just a wig for 
Dilip, who was to portray 
Chanakya. That was all. 
Nothing new has been 
heard since. The 
grapevine has it that it 
may be revived. B.R. 
Chopra and Dilip Kumar 
are still in the film which 
may be an Indo-Soviet pro¬ 
ject, but Dharmendra is 
out. Amitabh Bachchan 
has been approached to 
play the role of Chandra¬ 
gupta. but he is yet to give 
his assent. He still has to 
go through the script. 


S arika is running into 
rough weather these 
days. No major offers are 
coming her way; produc¬ 
ers apparently are shying 
away from her. She is 
being offered only sexy 
and revealing roles. It all 
started with that semi¬ 
nude scene she did in Jalai 
Agha's Nirvaan, which she 
still considers one of the 
best films of her career. “I 
don't know why people are 
only obsessed with my 
body...they (the produc¬ 
ers) are even offering me 
fantastic terms to play the 
vamp but I am not willing 
to fall into that trap. Not 
so soon,” says Sarika. She 
is now busy with Shart, 
Qatl and Dilwala, in which 
she plays “important, re¬ 
vealing roles.” Sarika has 
also taken to TV serials 
“because the money is 
very good and it comes in 
time.” 
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thtaMuita: IMagwHbaatlave? 


Sarika; can show her latent, too 

H as the Rajesh-Tina 
affair broken up? It 
started when Tina walked 
into a party alone. This 
was rather unusual .since 
Rajesh was in town that 
night and having a good 
time with his friends. The 
story goes that Rajesh, 
who was openly having an 
aff air with Tina after Dim¬ 
ple walked out on him 
shifted into her bungalow 
while his own bungalow 
“ Aashirvaad” was being 
renovated. Rajesh even 
started his own film, Alag 
Alag, with Tina as bis lead¬ 
ing lady. Then something 
went wrong and Rajesh 
leh Tina’s bungalow. He 
now lives in his office. 

K amalabasan’s 
desperate bid to 
make a comeback under 
the arc-h^ts with the 
lead role jn the Tamil 
film Zoobriatba Waa 


OMiam Bijtifiyglwni 


failed. The film has all 
the ingredients required 
for a box-office hit: 
glittering sets, elaborate 
son^ sequences, a series 
of kissing scenes 
between Kamal and 
Ambika. Yet, it bombed 
at the box-office. 

t^adia Moidu, who 
f w insists that she is not 
interested in a film career 
is now being sought after 
by most Malayalam film 
producers. According to 
an insider, she is a “rory 
level-headed and 
intelligent girl.” No 
wonder she is demandhig 
the same rates as Himli 
film stars. Her first film^ 
Nokettapuratbu KaantM 
Nattu has now been dhot 
in TamR and will be (diot 
in Hindi too. WUlHindyi 
filmdom have to contend 
with one more belle from / 
the &mth? ' 







SPOTLIGHT 


Namaste, Pope 

i f all goes well, 1986 
should be seeing Pope 
John Paul II conducting 
mass on Indian soil The 
response, apparently, has 
been rather belated the 
invitation was extended to 
him more than five years 
ago—in March 1980—by 
Simon Pimenta, president 
of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of India 
(CBCI) and was renewed 
by Mrs Gandhi during her 
trip to the Vatican During 
his week long stay in the 
country, the Pope is ex 
pected to meet the Presi 
dent, Prime Minister and 
address meetings ol va 
nous religious and philan 
thropic groups 



Mastetpieces on TV 


Pope John Paul 


A uthors who write in 
vernaculars have till 
now been deprived of 
media attention, unlike 
their counterparts who 
have won fame and money 
with their works in En 
glish But Doordarshan’s 
commercialisation has had 
at least one positive 
effect that of bringing to 
the limelight the works of 
some of the best authors 
who write in their mother 
tongues Masti Venk 
atesha lyengai. (94) last 
year’s Jnanpith awardwin 
ner whose prowess in fic 
tion writing was not 
known to many outside 
Karnataka, can now be re 


lished by all when Door- 
darshan televises his de¬ 
lightful short story The 
Curd Seller Besides, 
efforts are now on to film 
his epic, Chikkdveera Ra 
jendra Directoi M S 
Sathyu is already scouting 
foi suitable locations in 
Coorg 

Masti, for whom recogni¬ 
tion has come very late in 
life, might agree with the 
ode in the film /esus 
Christ, Superstar “If you 
had come today you could 
have reached a whole na 
tion/lsrael in 4 BC had no 
mass communication “ But 
TV has come to his aid 


Rolling Around 
India 

P romoting national unitv 
through rollerskating’' 
Quaint idea perhaps but 
this IS what Uiiah Suku a 
29 year old sportsman 
from Calcutta is apparent 
Iv aiming to do He is soon 
to be off on an “aiound 
the country in 89 days ’ 
trip—on a pair of i oiler 
skates Uriah, who has 
been skating since the ten 
der age of 11, has a pen 
chant for hard journeys in 
1978 he toured South In 
dia on anv army disposed 
motorbike, covering about 

Sire Who Does 
Not Tire 

T he more the merrier 
That seems to he the 
motto of Udayanath Dak- 
shmaray who, at the age of 
61, has as many as 89 
wives His target, at the 
moment, is 100 a feat 
which will be difficult to 
achieve Once known to be 
the richest man in Urali 
village in Keonjhar dis 
trict of Onssa, he is now 
insolvent with less than 
ten acres of land Howev 
er, this has not stopped 
parents of teenaged girls 


8 000 miles hoi his next 
adventuie on rollci 
skates he is planning to 
tra\ el 8 WS kms in 89 day s 
for which he is being egged 
on by the international 


n 


Uriah Suku. rolling on 



Pakriihiaray; ewHeu love 


skating coach. Prof 
Aituio Greece, who has 
tiained many a skating en 
thusiast in Ntw Delhi 

Plot Greece describes 
Uriah as oiie “who fights 
for something he believe, 
in ’ But the young adven 
turei has no misgivings ab 
out his toui as he con 
fidenth savs “As I am the 
first. It only gives ma grea 
tci prowess and strength ’ 
As he roll", on to the le 
motfcst corners ot India ho 
will carrs i ut studies on 
luial development tnd 
also distribute pamplilets 
for various social serviie 
organisations 

from offering their daugh 
ters hands in mairiagt to 
the sixtv yeai old Dakshi 
narav He is said to have 
supernatural powers and 
knows a bit of yoga and 
rantra Today, he is left 
with only six wives 
Among the 89 women— 
most ot whom he married 
according to Vedic rites— 
57 have deserted him 
while 26 have died De 
spite his numeious mat 
nmonial exploits, he has 
only ten children—seven 
sons and three daugh 
ters—and for this low 
count of offspring, he 
boasts about knowing a 
“secret” of sex 



Rita bhukla distinctive style 

The Young 
Jnanpith-winner 

F iction IS bei mainstay 
l)i Rita Shukla, who by 
profession is a teacher at 
the Mahila Mahavidyalaya 
in Ranchi has been pub¬ 
lishing her short stones in 
different publications 
from time to time Though 
the turning point in her 
writing IS still to come, she 
has every reason to be 
elated she has won the 
Bharatiya Jnanpith title as 
the best young short story 
writer for her collection 
entitled Kronchvadh and 
she has more or lavs clin¬ 
ched her ticket to fame 
The 35 year oldauthoi’s 
forte is life in ruial India 
and the author weaves a 
iich tapestry of charac 
ters, who lead simple lives 
in the rustic locales of ru 
ral India J 
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More for your money. 


Xhe quality of readership of any 
publication is largety dependent on 
the quality of its ^itorial content. And 
this is an area where The Times Group 
has always been ahead. Its editorial 
staff list reads like a veritable Who's 
Who of Indian journalism. 

Its contributors are drawn largely 
from the most respected, best-read 
writers in their clH^n flelds. Cven in 
production values and other related 
areas, Times Group Publications stand 
apart. Not surprising^, this has 
earned a choice readership for the 
Group: in terms of standard of 
educatioa level of empioym^t and 
income. 

with much mU^qumlUyt^ 
nmdenMp, it's otifyamtunU tbmi 
Tte Times i^tiMaQnmptanm 
thelMKkbmmotaayamdlmptan. 

Hie Times of Iiulia 
(hoapofPublicatioiis 





Dhniva: Critical Despite Snags 


August 1985. As the world 
mourned the 40th anniversary 
of Hiroshima, the countdown 
for commissioning India’s 
largest research reactor began in 
Bombay. Scientists of the Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre (BARC) 
turned on the pump that began fill¬ 
ing heavy water inside the cavernous 
core of the Dhruva reactor that was 
being loaded with fuel; natural ura¬ 
nium. Then came the shock. A valve 
that should have closed automatical¬ 
ly failed and the precious heavy 
water began to overflow. By the time 
scientists detected the failure, four 
tonnes of heavy water valued at Rs 
IS million had been lost. “The spil¬ 
lage was not an accident but a pre¬ 
criticality hazard,” said an embarras¬ 
sed BARC spokesman. The incident 
was quickly forgotten as two days^ 
later scientists rejoiced when Dhru¬ 
va became critical, 12 years after the 
project began and Rs 2,000 million 
having been spent. 

Much of the spilled heavy water 
could be salvaged and purified but 
the incident was a warning to BARC 
which had been overanxious to com¬ 
mission Dhruva before fully testing 
the interlock systems and safety de¬ 
vices. If the valve had failed during 
normal operation the consequences 


would have been worse. Sources say 
that BARC should have been extra 
cautious, particularly after a pre¬ 
vious accident when one of Dhruva’s 
coolant pumps imported from West 
Germany was totally damaged while 
it was being tested with ordinary 
water. The pipings which were 
supplied by the BARC workshop 
were not cleaned, and so the steel 
fillings inside the pipe were sucked 
into the pump, damaging its parts. In 
fact, a tussle is going on between the 
Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) 
and the independent Nuclear Reg¬ 
ulatory Board (NRB) responsible for 
safety of nuclear reactors. While the 
NRB has been insisting that it should 
approve Dhruva before commission¬ 
ing, DAE maintains that the board’s 
responsibility covers only power 
plants and not research reactors. To 
be fair, NRB has neither the exper¬ 
tise nor the manpower to carry out its 
functions, an argument used by DAE 
to justify the commissioning of Dhru¬ 
va without waiting for the board’s 
approval. Besides the coolant inter¬ 
lock that failed, there are three or 
four more similar systems in Dhruva 
that would have to be thoroughly 
tested before the reactor’s power 
level could be safely raised to the 
maximum of 100 mw. 

That deadline is likely to be many 


months away as Dhruva is plagued by 
a more serious problem: vibration of 
the fuel rods. BARC engineers say 
that the rods vibrate as coolant 
heavy water flows under pressure 
through the aluminium flow tube 
The vibrations can rup¬ 
ture the fuel rods and contaminate 
the coolant. “The reactor will never 
be able to reach higher power until 
this problem is solved,” said one 
BARC expert. The fuel bundles were 
made in the Fuel Fabrication Plant 
in Trombay while all the power reac¬ 
tor fuel elements are made at the 
Nuclear Fuel Complex in Hyderabad. 

O nce Dhruva overcomes these 
problems and begins normal op¬ 
erations, hopefully, next year, BARC 
scientists will have a new and better 
facility for research. Being a re¬ 
search reactor, Dhruva will not pro¬ 
duce electricity. The heat produced 
is extracted by coolant heavy water, 
passed on to ordinary water in a heat 
exchanger, and then the hot water is 
thrown into the sea. The only thing 
Dhruva will produce is a stream of 
particles called neutrons which is a 
basic tool for nuclear research, parti¬ 
cularly in the study of solid state. At 
its peak operation of 100 mw, Dhruva 
will generate at the centre of its core 
180 trillion (million times million) 
neutrons per square centimetre per 
second. Beam tubes surrounding the 
core will transport these neutrons 
through the reactor vault into the 
experimental area. Isotopes for 
medicine and agriculture can also be 
produced by loading the elements 
inside a tube and irradiating it inside 
the core. 

Dhruva will be the largest among 
India’s research reactors (India has 
five more) and about 2.5 times bigger 
than Cirus, the 25-year-old Canada- 
built reactor which will have to be 
decommissioned in five-to-seven 
years. But the emergence of Dhruva 
in India’s nuclear sky comes at a time 
when research reactors are becoming 
out of fashion the world over. Most of 
the experiments that can be done 
with neutrons have already been 
done. The five or six reactors of the 
type of Dhruva operating elsewhere 
are primarily used for training. 
Accelerators are replacing reactors 
as source of isotopes and for nuclear 
research. 

Dhruva will, however, be an addi¬ 
tional source of plutonium, a mate¬ 
rial used in nuclear bomb. According 
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SCIENCEO^CHNOLOGY 


Chain Reaction, Critical Size, Criticality 




Slow nMitron* 


(ham Reailton hsuon of I ramum 2^'' products tiiox iluin ini> Iasi 
neutrons One is ahsorhid in I nmiuin 2^S tiiinmit it into plutonium I In. 
second neutron causes fission in anollur niuUiis of L and ilu pioctss 
lioes on Natural uranium is a innititi of 0 7'i L Jf' and W s' I 2 1's i 

Sinie (12^^ IS fissioned stou ntwrons moihiatoi is iisid lo slots ihim I 

dovsn 


A slowly moving neutron hitting a 
nucleus of Uranium-235 has a 
good chance of splitting it Besides 
energy, the fission gives out on the 
average 2 5 neutrons as a bonus 
These may escape from the reactor 
system, be absorbed by impurities 
and can get lost in many other 
ways But at least one neutron must 
be available to cause fission in 
another nucleus so that a chain 
reaction can continue (see dia¬ 
gram) 

This condition is conveniently ex 
pressed in terms of multiplication 
factor, denoted by the letter “K,” 
which is defined as the ratio of the 
. number of neutrons in any one 
/ generation to the number in the 
immediately preceding genera 
tion If K is equal to ui greater than 
I one, the chain reaction will con 
' tinue If It is less than unity, even 
' by a small amount, the chain cannot 
be maintained 

Take, for instance, a reactor sys 
tem with multiplication factor one 
If a particular generation starts 
with 100 neutrons there will be 
again 100 neutrons at the beginning 
of the second geiieiation The num 
ber of neutions will be the same 
even after 100 generations If K is 
less thanunity, say 0 95, the number 
of neutrons will decrease to 95 in 
the second generation Only one 
will be left at the beginning of the 
I 93rd genet ation and so the chain 
' reaction will stop On the other 
hand, if a system has K greater than 
unity, say 1 05, the number of neut 
rons will increase to 105 at the 
I beginning of the second generation 
I and reach 14,800 at the 100th gen 
eration A few neutrons could thus 
initiate a growing chain of fissions 
In a bomb this chain is allowed to 
proceed without control In fact, 
' the key to an efficient bomb is to 
make K very high so that a very 
large number of fissions take place 
in an extremely short time This 
I will be a very small fraction of a 


second as the duration between one 
generation and the next i‘= less than 
a millionth of a second if *'he fission 
IS caused by fast neutron, and less 
than a thousandth of a second if 
initiated by a slow neutron as is 
usually the case in a tht rmal 
reactor 

Critical size is the size for which 


the number o( neutrons pioduced 
just balances those lost by leakage 
and non fission tapture The critic 
al size IS not a constant but depends 
on fuel toniposition the moderator 
used shape and geonietrual 
anangement of luel assemblies, 
and presence of exiraneou* mate 
iials 


to DAE, It will annually breed as a 
byproduct about 30 kilograms of plu 
tonium which will be outside interna 
tional safeguards However, officials 
have denied reports that Dhruva was 
meant expressly for the production 
of plutonium for bombs to counter 
Pakistan’s nuclear threat All nuc 
lear reactors in the world using ura¬ 
nium as fuel do produce plutonium 
and Dhruva is no exception It may 
be incorrect to link Dhruva with 


nuclear weapons progiamme as this 
purpose can be better served by 
building dedicated facilities exclu 
sively making plutonium tor bombs 
In fact, all the nuclear powers began 
their bomb projects by setting up 
what are known as production reac 
tors to make plutonium and later 
switched to dual purpose reactors 
that made plutonium and some 
quantity cf electricity as a bonus 
In fact, India is not dependent on 


I Dhruva for plutonium in case it de 
I cides tu go nuclcai It had been 
reprocessing spent fuel of Cirus since 
1964, accumulating some 400 kilo 
I grams of plutonium oser the years 
I The plutonium fot the Pokhran 
blast in 1974 came out of this and 
another 100 to 120 kilograms were 
used to make fuel rods foi the fast 
breeder test reactor nearing comple¬ 
tion at Kalpakkam near Madras 
A SpeeU Carrespondmrt H 
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VARIETY/Siinda 




BEGINNING 1 SEPTEMBER 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


_ ARIES (15April—14 May) This 

week you will be busy with 
^ social engdqements but do 

not overstrain yourselt as this 
will have an adverse effect on 
your health Professionals will nol be m the 
good books of their superiors while 
businessmen are likely to suffer a setback 
This IS not the opportune time to get 
married Howevei at home youi children 
yvill be a source of joy 
OotMl dates 1 3 and 4 
Lucky numbers P 3 and 4 
Favourable direction South west 


LEO (15 August—14 Septem- 
4i^ ber) An extremely lucky week 
^ lovers You can go ahead 
marriage plans 
2— Businessmen should check 
all documents meticulously before signing 
a contract Professionals especially those 
in government service should be cautious 
while dealing with their superiors Students 
are advised to be more careful about 
choosing their careers 
Good dates 2 4 and 6 
Lucky numbers 2 5 and 6 
Favourable direction South 


SAGIHARIUS (15 Dneember— 
January) The time is ideal 
N 1^3 tor love and marriage nego 
futnS tiations Businessmen wilt 
tsMSJS® find this period favourable A 
pleasant surprise at the end of the week is 
in store for you Your financial prospects 
will look up A friendship that will blossom 
this week will prove very beneficial m the 
near future However avoid legal com 
plications and stay away from politics 
Good dates. 3 4 and 5 
Lucky numbers 2 4 and 6 
Favourable direction North 


TAURUS (15 M8y-14 June) 

Th s lo a favourable time for 
those employed n Iht public 
se''tor Those in love will also 
fnd Ih s a good per od 
However this s not an opportune I me to 
solve legal problems Postpone all mpor 
tant plans Bu ■> nes*- men nre adv sed not to 
take hasty dec s onf- and polit c ans should 
be cautiou-^ wh le dca' ig w th the nas^'es 
Prospects art hi qht (ot qambleis 
Good dates 2 4 and 5 
Lucky numbers h o and 7 
Favourable direction East 


VIRGO (15 September-14 
O^ober) Success on all fronts 
y J s a certainty for you this 
week Professionals will 
4SaLJC^ make steady progress while 
businessmen will bag lucrative contracts 
On the f nanc al front gams through unex 
pected sources are indicated At home 
your ch Idren will succeed in competitions 
and give you a lot of pleasure This is an 
deal t me for marriage negotia tions 
Good dates 3 5 and 7 
Lucky numbers 3 4 and 5 
Favourable direction North 


CAPRICORN (IS January—14 
I February) This is not a lucky 
h phase for love and courtship 

misunderstandings may lead 
^3-Hj j4 to estranged relations 
Domestic worries wil continue to plague 
you Do not take even your close friends 
for granted as enemies will be active during 
this period Your financial prospects will 
look up do not be extravagant and try to 
repay your debts 
Good dates 1 5 and 6 
Lucky numbarg 3 5 and 9 
Favourable direction South east 


GEMINI (15 June—14 July) 

’hi pnlessonil front wll 
^ J H cirtn ( In be lisping 
Bu' nossmen and pubi c 
SOI loi employees w ll pros 
per Yoi w II lOme n cLntact wtn an | 
nfluentai poison fyfaltets pertanrg m 
property w II be le^ ilyed n your (atour A 
journey towards the 11 ddie ^ t the week w H 
prove financ ally prif table The hometiont 
H'lll reman peaceful 
,iiOod dates 3 s >nd 6 
Lucky numbers 1 2 and t I 

Favourable direction A/e’t ' 


B LIBRA (16 October—14 
November) Rare honours are 
n store for creative artists 
and writers But your sue 
cess IS likely to aiouse the 
jealousy of your relatives You will need a 
lot of 'act and patience to overcome embar 
rassing situations at home Your detenorat 
ng health w II add to your worr es Police 
men wll receive awards for gallantry A 
ll ky t me (or lovers 
Good dates 1 4 and 5 
Lucky numbers 7 8 and 9 
Favourable direction East 


AQUARIUS (IS February—14 
March) This is not a good 
week financially You may 
have to borrow money to tide 
^’' > 8 over this lean per od Lovers 

are advised to steer clear of all con 
troversies You health will add to your 
worries At home one of your relatives may 
fall ill addng to your financial burden 
Consult your elders before you change 
your jOb A lucky week for students 
Good dates 2 4 and 7 
Lucky numbers 1 6 and 8 
Favourable direction North 


H CANCER (15 July—14 August) 

■'ll " b a favouiable week to | 
solve legal problems Socal 
enqsgtments wll xeep you | 
hu y tfrouqtout th week 
but avod hie ngh pjiies Stidenis wll 
gel opportun 11 s to ludy ibioid ir n 
reputed in 5 lutoii'. Bus nnssmer jnd pio 
fessionalb wll makt steady headv./-ty but 
they shculd cimd aomst dereplon A 
letter w II bi ng good news our health w II 
impfove 

Good dates 4 6 and 7 

Lucky numbers b and 8 | 

Favourable direction North east I 


B SCORPIO (IS November-14 
^ Oeeember) A (air measure of 
^ success lies n store for you 
this week Businessmen will 
^ make steady progress but 
they should guard against deoeo' rin This 
also a favourable week foi lo\pi but by 
and avod adventurous plana A pleasure 
ti p you were look ng forwa d to s n the 
off ng At home your chldiea will come out 
w th fly ng colours in coompetitions A 
pleasant surpr se awaib \ au 
Good dates 2 6 and 7 
Lucky numbers 2 4 and b 
Favourable direction South west 


PISCES (15 March—14 April) 

This IS the opportune time to 
carry out marriage negotia 
domestic front 
w II be inspiring You will get 
an opportun ty to change your career but 
do not take hasty decsions and consult 
youi eldt rs before f nal sing plans Finan 
rial and job prospects are ought this week 
A letter w I br ng good tidings Some of you 
may ga ii through inheritance or even win a 
lottery 

Good dales 2 3 ana 4 
Lucky numbers 2 5 and 9 
Favourable direction Soufn 


For those born between 15 September and 14 October 

You have a tendency to i r t -■ e men and their manne s with the result that you inspire a lot of hostility People generally avo d your 
company and even youi fr ends steer clear ot you Yo i are also very diplomatic in your dealings with others Some of you are very 
eneigetic and do nol hesitate to undertake challenging assignments By temperament you are f ist dious and you are not satisfied 
with things easily Take up the neative arts as your profession Women born during ihis period are generally arrogant but they are 

hardworking 
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VARIETY 


This Iimma 



KARAIKAL: The three month old love 
affair between a fisherman’s vmn and a 
merchant’s daughter ended happily in 
the police station here recently, with 
the parents of both blessing them. 
Saktivel, 21, and Shanti, 18, were sure 
their parents would not agree to their 
inter-caste marriage and so they took 
their problem to an inspector of piolice. 
The inspector consulted his sutperin- 
tendent and on his advice, met the 
parents and persuaded them to give 
their consent to the match. The n.tar- 
riage was solemnised in the to^wn 
...'police station— Deccan Chronicle 
I '^Avula Ramesh Chander, Hyderabad) 


BANGALORE: It looks like a tele¬ 
phone, a notebook, a lighter and a 
rattle but all of them are pens—the 
prlxed possession of a Bangalore jour¬ 
nalist who is aiming to enter the 
Guinness Book of World Records. The 
journalist, Mr Ishwar Bhat, showed a 
PH correspondent his 15-year collec¬ 
tion of some 2,000 pens of different 
varieties acquired from nearly SO 
countries of the world. His collections 
include a rose pen, the writing from 
which smells like rose, the cherry pen 
which gives off a strong cherry ess¬ 
ence, pens which look like carrot, 
stethoscope, toothbrush, pipe, comb, 
rifle and even fork. While the three- 
centimetre jotter is the smallest of 
pens in his collection so far, the 
longest was a 53 cm-pen-cum-pointer 
specially designed in the United 
States for use by teachers. The pen is 
ijust like the antenna of a transistor. 
Another pen from Germany can bouse 
13 refills at a time—Indian Express 
(M.R. Jayaprakash, Bangalore) 


DIIARMAPURI: For,i.8n unhappily- 
■mairried tribal inhabitant of the ver¬ 
dant .Sitheri forest taage in the dis- 
frictj'freedpm from the bonds of wed¬ 
lock is just'^a matter of raising Rs 650. 
Among the tradition-ridden tribals, a 
woman can divorce her husband by 
paying him Rs 650 and can live with 
I any man of her choice. But the 
* offspring of any unhappy marriage 
would always remain in the custody of 
the husband. Inspite of this easy way 
of untying the nuptial knot, divorce is 
not a common affair as differences 
betweep man and wife are, in most 
cases, settled by village elders, accord¬ 
ing to the inhabitants of Kalnadu, a 
tribal haml^ in Sitheri hills. In 
appearance, the tribals are no diffe¬ 
rent from the Tamils living in the 
adjoining rural areas but they speak 
Tamil with a slang—Deccan Chronicle 
(L.N. Brinivasan, Hyderabad) 

BHUBANESWAR: Orissa’s electric 
supply system fell victim to a snake 
recently The snake got tangled with a 
tran^ormer at Rourkela and snapped, 
off the power supply system. The pow¬ 
er draw in Rourkela being high, the 
incident resulted in the tripping of the 
Hirakud power project’s supply sys¬ 
tem. This led to a chain reaction and 
caused tripping of Balimela and Mac- 
hhkund power project’s distribution 
system. The state was without any 
power supply for half an hour between 
2 am and 2.30 am, when the supplies 
were restored— Indian Express (Ravi 
Shanna, Hyderabad) 

LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh chief 
minister, Mr Narain Dutt Tewari, pas¬ 
sed his intermediate examinations 
only as recently as in 1982, according 
to a certificate issued by the UP Board 
of High School and Intermediate 
Education, a few days ago. The certifi¬ 
cate gives Mr Tewari’s roll number as 
445032 and his subjects as Hindi, En¬ 
glish, Psychology, Civics and Sociolo¬ 
gy.. It also reveals that he had passed 
the examination in the first class. The 
Lok Dal member, Mr Shatrudra Pra- 
kash, displayed a copy of the certifi¬ 
cate in the state Assembly on Satur¬ 
day .\ A rather startled Mr Tewari in- 
form^ed the House that a Hindi maga¬ 
zine Afaya had procured the certificate 
to prdye that a racket dealing in fake 
certifid'ates was active in the state. The 
chief tmnister said stem steps would 
be taken to bust the racket. In a 
tongue-it(i-cheek statement, Mr Shat¬ 
rudra Prsikash said it was unfortunate 
that while most students had to wait 
for years for their results the chief 
minister had easily procured his cer¬ 
tificate. — The Telegraph 

(M.S. Shah, Bombay) 



I want a state in which tfa^ is 
peace, where there is lio-^Mr, 
where people of all religipqf live 
like brothers Sant Longowal, 
in his last speech at Sherpuic 

A man of-peace has fallen to the 
bullets of assassins. The tragic 
death of Santii...is a tragedy not 
just for Punjab but for the whole 
country—Rajiv Gandhi 

There are no words to condemn 
this dastardly act—President Zail 
Singh, on the 1(issassination of 
Sant Harchand Singh Longowal 

A brave man who had the 'in¬ 
terests pf his people and the coun¬ 
try at heart has been tragically i 
shot down by cowards—Ai^n 
Singh, Governor of Punjab 

The light has gone out of our 
lives. We are directionlesf. But 
we are determined to follow the 
path shown to us by Santji—Bal- 
want Singh, senior Akali leader. 

Those who strived and struggled 
for peace achieved it at the altar 
of martyrdom—Madhu Danda- 
vate, Janata Party MP 

Sant Longowal is. dead. But his 
death can be the beginning of the 
rebirth of Punjab—Editorial in 
The Telegraph 

His (Longowal’s) martyrdom will 
have served a great purpose as 
did Mahatma. Gandhi’s in 1948 if 
it shakes the Sikhs as the Mahat¬ 
ma’s shook the Hindus into an 
awareness of their duty to fight 
the agents of hate and violence— 
Editorial in The Times of India 
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VWiether it's underwriting issues 
or managing meigers, 
we give you the edge. 




Wide ranging information on financial 
events and trends. A team of professionals * 
who respond to the specifics of a situation 
instead of hiding behind rules. 

And the ability to see a problem 
from your perspective. 

That's what it takes to give you the edge. 
And flongkongBank has it. 

Isn't it time we talked? 

HongkongBank 

Thi Honqkonq and Shanqhai Banking Coiporalion 

Bombay Calcutta Mew Delhi 
Madras Vlsakhapatnam 
Merchant Banking Division Bombay 
The British Bank of the Middle Cast Bombay 

Your financial edg^ 
the world ovca*. 




BY SHAMLU 


Cryptocross 



Each number in the mam grid represents a letter The 
same number always stands for the same letter To help 
you make a start, three letters aie given Can you now 
substitute the lest to complete the grid’ 
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AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Figure Ht Out 

















J Shape Sleuth A' tions todav mould our tomorrows 


Oh' Oh' This mechanic is m trouble' Having disman 
tied this truck to overhaul it, he now finds that he can’t 
put It together again because one piece is missing Jo 
make matters worse, he does not know which piece it is 
Can you help him^ 


Quick Think 

How quickly can you work out mentally, the sum ol all 
the numbers from 1 to 200’ 


Solutions to last week’s Teasers 
Really The numbers 1 to 16 add up to 136 All the 
numbers face up will also add up to 68 
Witsharpener: Rana cannot be a musician or a banker, 
and he was planning to become a mason, oi iginallv So 
he must have finally become an astronaut Mac Soni 
didn’t wish to become an astronaut and become neither 
a banker nor a musician, since the banker played golf 
and the musician tennis So, Mac Soni becan e a mason 
That leaves us with N Akber and Mini Sica who must 
have ended up becoming a banker and a musician 
respectively If you ignore the clues, they indicate the 
^ eventual profession of each one Rana Stcut is an 
anagram of astronaut, Mac Soni of masonic, N Akber of 
banker and Mini Sica of musician 
Eyeball Bender; 112 Blocks 

•IMMY W SapMfnMr IMS 
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VARIETY 




in chess, it is not enough to pley briHism 
moves. It IS also necessary to wm There is 
a philosophy of play most prevalent in the 
Soviet Union which sees the game first 
and foremost as a spectacle and only 
secondly as an adversarial contest It is 
perhs'n in reaction to this, dare I ssy 
somewhat imperialist school of thought 
that the Ksrpovian cult of pragmatism has 

g rown and flourished over the past 
ecade 

I give an enthralling but rather sad 
example of what can happen when these 
two great philosophies come face to face 
C Hansen (White) ,,1 Plaskett (Black) 
English Opening Copenhagen 1985 


1 P-m 

3 P-B4 

SN-QB3 

7BkN 


N-1CB3 

PxP 

B-N2 

NPkB 

o-a2 


2N-KB3 P-B4 
4 NxP P-QN3 
BB-NS P-QR3 
• p^4 P-K3 
10 0-0 P-KR4 


Bleck’s play is provocative and adven 
turous, meanwhile White takes a more 
taciturn approach 


Chess 

Plaskett (Black) to move 



11 P-am M-B3 12K-R1 P-R5 

13 P-84 P-B4' 14 PxP P-R6' 

15 B-B3 PxP-i 16 BxP 0-0-0 

White has beer outplayed At the cost of a 
pawn his opponent has been able to open 
dangerous lines to the White king and the 
two bishops are beginning to look most 
menacing Nevertheless Hansen keeps his 
cool 

17R-81 B-03 18Q-Q2 QR-N1 

19N-QSI 


Bridge 


For many years playere from Canada have 
fah that they did not have a fair chance to 
qualify for the Bermuda Bowl This time 
they could hardly complain for they were 
able to contest agamst Mexico and 
Bermuda for the second north American 
berth in the final round they easily 
defeated Bermuda Thia deal occurred in 
the qualifying round 

Daatar South N-S vulnerable 

♦ 2 

4P J 10 6 3 

X 10 6 2 
AQS72 

4kJ684 

^ ~ WE 

♦ AKOJ9874 ^ 

♦ 3 ® 

# AQ3 
4PAKQ5 
♦ 3 

*K J 1065 


« K 10 76 5 
6P98742 

♦ 5 

494 



When Bermuda was North-South the 
bidding went 


South 

14(1) 

64(4) 


West North Best 

54 (21 dble 54 (3) 
No No No 


(1) Strong artificial 

(2) Not a misprint 
diamonds 


a transfer tc 


Odiz 


OtKSnONS 


1 Name the first man to fly over the 
South Pole 

2 He wa$ Prophet Mohammed s succes 
sor as wen as the first Caliph Name him 

3 What IS the method of wntmg used by 
the ancient Sumerians by making im 
pressions on wet clay tablets which were 
later dned and hardened? 

4 How many men have landed on the 
moon? 

5 Which vk*r m Africa lasted from 18S9 
to 1902 when concentrabon 
camps were first set up? 


6 Who IS regarded as the father of 
modern China’ 

7 In which year was the English East 
India Company set up’ 

8 What do the following have in com 
mon Enrico Fermi Lise Meitner and J 
Robert Oppenheimer’ 

9 How IS Roy Schrer Jr better known 
as’ 

10 Name the odd one out Ivan Pavlov 
Ernst Rutherlord Robert Kochi Sir 
Ronald Ross and Hargovind Khorana 

Ajisiuieqa tot 

ezud leqoN eqi pepieme sew pjopeiitoH 
ASoioisXqd pus euioipeui o) suoi) 


A necessary attempt to plug the long 
diagonal without which the threat of 
RxB would be terminal 

19 NxNI 

For If 20 NxQ RxB wins 
20PxPll7 DIAGRAM 
A mmd bending attempt to confuse mat 
ters which demands a relatively simple 
reply vir 20 BPxP 21 QxN PxN 22 PxP 
B-B4 23 Q-Q2 Q-Q3 24 P-N4 RxB! Instead 
Jim Plaskett gets earned eway with the 
brilliance of his own attack 

20 N-B477 

With ideas of N-NB'i and B-B4+ 
but the attack is an illusion 

21 PxBP R-N2 22 NxQ KxN 

A sad admission that all has gone wrong 
as can be seen from 

(i) 22 N-N6+ 23 K-N1 B-B4 ♦ 24 R-B2 

(ii) 22 RxB 23 QxR BxQ t 24 KxB N-K6+ 
25 K-B3 NxR 26 N-Q5 NxP-t 27 K-N3 
end the knight never escapes 

23P-B5' PxP 24Q-R5+K-N1 

25 BxB KxB 26 R-QB3 

end While soon won 


MICHAEL STEAN 


(3) Slightly better than leaving the 
transfer to his partner his own hand is 
unknown to the opposition 

(4) A good decision 

Can you guess how the play went? Not 
too difficult really Gupta led the 4 of 
diamonds South slow wiued played the 
2 from dummy East played the 5 realised 
eventually that it was his trick and duly 
returned a hean for one down 

The Bermuda Bowl will be played at Sao 
Paulo in October The intended venue was 
India The change was made because India ^ 
could not be relied on to grant entry to 
teams from certain countries It seems a 
pity that bridge players cannot be left to 
make their own decisions 


TERENCE REESE 


nquiuoo Jieu) ,.0) sszud laqoN paptews 
ajaw SJ8U10 aqi iiv pjopaqinu isuj^ Oi 

joioe 

U 80 U 8 U 1 V 5ui|ie aqi uospnn >|30u 6 
qujoq UJ 018 am )0 luaui 
do|8Aap 8L|) spjewo) pe>(JOw na Aaqx 8 
CV 0091 I 
uas lOA-uns 9 
jew j8og am s 
91 puB 81 Tl 21 
tt soiiodv luoj) qoea oaaj— aniawx b 
ujJO|iaunQ c 

ji|Ba nqv 2 

6261 ui pjAa pjaqoiH V 
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IF I CATCH THIS BALL 
U)£ LL WIN OUR FIRST 
SAME OF THE SEASON 

' r/ 



Please let me catch 
IT' please let me be 

THE HERO' please LET 
ME CATCH IT' Please' 



ON ■OlE OTHER HANP 
00 I THINK I 
PESERVE TO BE 
THE HERO ' 


rri 



THE KIP WHO HIT 

IT POESN T want 

I TO BE THE 60AT 






LOTS Of K PS ALL 
OVER The aORuP 
NEVER EVEN HEARP 
OF BASEBAuL 



" \ / 


LOTS OF KIPS PONT6ETTO 

play at All or have a 
place to sleep OK 




CHARLIE BROWN Yl PRA'iEP 
HOW COULP YOU myself 
MISS SUCH AN V OUT OF IT 
EASY POP FLY I 



VARIETY/Scilnce 


The Social Barrier 

A iredtrnciii U« \ek)p< tl 1 \i \t ais ip in India promises 
the eventual Lliminiiion ol liiJios's but doctots sav 
that the stiRma aitachtd to 'ht distasi inhibits people 
ftom seeking tre atinent 01 tnt woiId s 11 million lepers 
four million an in India Ilu so called multi drug 
treatment (MI)l) \iiv elite tut said Di RH 
Thangdiaj head ol Inttinational Itpioss \ssoeianon 
MDl tonsisiing ol tlin e cli ugs e ni >hoitentbt duration 
of the disease and kill thi bitilli that cause Itpiosv in 
two weeks to thtet niotiili'- lie said 


Identifying the Hurdles 

A iadar ssstern is undi i tleet lopment ieliith should 
lediiet lilt iiumbti of leeideiits m wl itli htlitop 
lets—milltais ones in pillitiilai lie nuileed vthen 
the V tolllde veitli hatdl \ isible obst itles siieh as power 
cables The iniioi iMon In i ii tni of lestnihtts at 
Redhill Kui le\ III 1 nul itjliil'. Ill ole Itehriiqut 
ealletl Iretiutius motliil it< It i i ni w i't ilMCWi 
b\ using tile Ian si nneiopi t s n nid e in puin Itch 
nologv Instead ol tiansrinn in stioi l pulses a isthetase 
in conventinnal ladais the IMCVV st nds a lontinuoiis 
signal to the obstacles being lit retted Iht signal is fired 
dt the target and is tefletted back at a sligluU different 
frequency The height ol the obstacles is toloiir coded so 
that red will locate the top of the cable towti blue a 
mid point height and green tin lowest elevation. 


The Racist Puff 

C igarette smoking inlliets dispioportfonaleK high 
(1 image on blatk Amc’ritans ateoidin., t > a stud' 
whose authois sav leseaich in this aiea i inielteiuate 
intl who tail foi an ineieast in inii smoking piogiam 
me s diietted lowatds hlaiks l>i Rithaid Loopti and Di 
KiianI Simmons eaidiologists at ( ook Cesunt' llospiial 
III Cliitago said in a special issue ol //it* \ev» Voik St ir< 
foul n<il of A/e f/ic trie that blacks had the Ingliest latesel 
(oionai\ heart diseases and lung tancei the mam 
smoking 1 elated diseases in the IS I he tie ath rate tiom 
cancel among black men is 40 pei tent highei than th it 
foi w' ii men the lepoit said Howe'er smoking tould 
not be the sole It dson lot the high death latt 


Changes in the Climate 

S cientists have been collecting data to study the 
factors that mfluente thmat tic thangt-s ovei the 
years Researehers at theC limaetic Rtseaitli Unit of 
CJni'''rsity of East Angln at Notwith have Alieadv 
assessed the impact of tlimaiie change c'tltnenProl 
Hubert Lamb of the Research L nit has focussed some ot 
his work on the influence of man s discharging caibon 
dioxide into the atmosphere Data collected bv Dt Tom 
Wigley shows that a commonlv accepted amount of 290 
parts of carbon dioxide per million should in fact be 270 
parts per million This “greenhouse eftecr ’ is Wsiieved to 
be one of the causes for the eriatic changes in climatic 
conditions 


(UNIMVI-7S«plcme<l US:> 
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DELHI DIARY 


Feuding Aides 



M I Fotedar 


I nfighting among pnme 
ministerial aides is not 
unique to the Ram Gan 
dhi legime It wt rake 
stock of the last decade 
alone at fust theu weie 
stones about the diffei 
ences bitvsecn N K 
Seshan the aide whom 
Mrs Indiia Gandhi inher 
ited from Jawahailal 
Nehru’s staff and R K 
Dhawan who began his 
careei with hei as a steiio 
typist and later rose to 
''hold the lank of a loint 


secretary (Seshan lost out 
to Dhawan because he re 
fused to quit the PM’s 

office when the lanata 
Pairv won and ultimatch 
he could not last in the 
new itgime) After 1980 
Dhawan s supiemacv was 
challenged at first b\ T N 
Mishia (wh( had to quit 
goseinmcnt seivice and 
|oin M( naka Gandhi's San 
ia> Manch) and later by V 
S Inpathi (who still is in 
the PM’s office but due to 


serious illness has been 
undergoing treatment 
abroad foi the past few 
months) Makhan Lai 
Fotedai also took on Dha 
wan and managed to last 
out in the new regime 
while Dhawan had to quit 
Now Fotedar is having dif 
ferences with Aiun Singh, 
the parliamentary secret 
ary who is the supei boss 
of the Rajiv Gandhi outfit 
While the populai stories 
about infighting in the 
highest echelons centre 
around differences be 
tween Arun Singh and 
Aruii Nehru the minisrei 
of state for powei the 
reality is that the real feud 
IS the one beiv > c n Arun 
Singh and I otedat Ihirgs 
have come to such a state 
that attempts hast been 
made bv a paiticular camp 
to plant stones against the 
t'thti in the press Will 
1 otedai be able to endure 
Aiun Singh s wiatli-' With 
Raps Gandhi luuing met 
I arooq Abdullah Foti 
dai’s coiifrontatioinst poll 
cy in Kashmit seems to be 
under strain AppaientK 
the new otdti is rt placing 
the old And the only relit 
ftom Mis Gandhi’s time s 
in the new setupqs finding 
things difficult 


Calling BBC 

W hether it is Prime 
Minister Raji\ Gan 
dhi’s own decision oi his 
cut lent public relations 
planner, Mam Shankar 
Aiyer’s, the British Broad 
casting Corpoi anon—the 
BBC as It is generally iden 
tified—IS out to leap a rich 
haryest BBC has neier 
been a favourite with the 
Indian rulers and itscorres 
pondent Mark lulK was 
thrown out of the countiy 
during the Imeigtncy 
Although the coitcspon 
dent was leamhund after 
the Emtrgenei was lifted 
the people who matte if d 
in the government eyed 
the BBC suspiciously not 
without reasons always 
Barely has the stoim ovir 
the protagonist of a sepa 
rate Sikh state, lagjit 
Singh ( hauhan’s luglily 
piosocative statement on 


a BBC domestic service 
died down, the BBC has 
been pleasantly surprised 
by the knowledge that it 
can have not just one but 
two interviews with the 
Prime Minister duiing his 
pioietted tour of the Un 
ited Kingdom this Octo 
ber 

Two in hand is 
obv tously worth more than 
one But sometimes plenty 
can cause problems as it 
must be to the BBC which 
has to schedule both the 
inteiviews in such a man 
net without appearing to 
be repetitive (translation 
boring) Success in his re 
(,ent ni^dia encounteis- 
has suiely given confi 
dence to the Prime Minis 
ter (or ts it Mr Aiyer’) to 
take two at a time The 
BBC is not a fopr letter 
wotd, dftei all Certainly 
not till Tullv’s book on 
Punjab IS out. 


A ^Hand’for 
^Charkha* 

I n the Congress centenary 
veai It would be unfaii 
to ignoie the other “Con 
gress’ the patty led by 
Sharad Pawar While the 
file of Pawar’s meiger 
moves with the Congres 
s(I) hangs on a stung the 
party has gone ahead with 
the centenary relebra 
tions To begin with in 
Kerala, it has started dis 
tributing charlf/ias to free 
dom fighteis (The party s 
election* symbol too is 
thdrkhj) One Congrts>(S) 
leader mocked a Congres 
s(I) MP the othet.day in 
the central hall of Parlia 
mgnt “We are at least 
distributing chaikftas. 
what are you doing’’’ Pat 
came the reply, “providing 
a ‘hand’ to run the 
Lhdikha " 


Unaccounted 

Accounts 

C an an Indian Police Ser 
vice (IPS) officer de¬ 
posit Rs 17,83,380 in a 
bank in his own name and 
in the names of his family 
members over a period of 
just three years’ The vigi 
lance sleuths of Himachal 
Pradesh have just disco 
vered that an IPS officer 
who has been on depute 
tion in the state govern 
ment’s undertakings has 
acquired wealth disprop 
oitionate to nis income 
and deposited the money 
in the Chandigarh branch 
of the Corporation Bank 
1 he income tax authorities 
have been in the dark ab 
out these deposits It was a 
chance discoverj The 
offices of a firm which has 
been supplying ma^inal to 
a Himachal undeftakmg 
wtrt being raided,H» ton 
ncction with an jfeitquliw 
The sleuths su<tden|‘y 
found a bank deposit s{ip, 
which showed that Rs 
30 000 had been dc posited 
in the name of the officer, 
who headed the undeitak 
mg which was under vigi 
lance sciutinv A trip to 
the bank opened the 
sleuths’ eves In separate 
accounts the officer’s 
family had deposited Rs 
2,21,';57, Rs S,65,382, Rs'^; 
3,79, 393, Rs 4,65.520, Rs 
56,213 and Rs 95,313 over 
the last few years The 
otficei, who was a blue¬ 
eyed boy of former chief 
minister Ram Lall, has 
been under a cloud since 
Veer Bhadra Singh be 
came the chief minister 
The vigilance report is 
now lying on the chief 
minister's desk If action is 
taken, then for the first 
time an officer of the rank 
of deputy inspector 
general may be charged 
with graft 

TAILPIECE Thg PM has 
his own way of striking a 
balance while Arun Singh 
rushed to see Longojval at 
the hospital, it was Arun 
Nehru who wras sent to the 
funeral 

D.S. Nlxammkll 
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Bajaj Automation 


The reason why Bsijcg Auto is the largest scooter maker is fairly 
simple. 

Automation: The technology that helps produce India’s finest 
scooters and three-wheelers. The astern whidi transfers mudi of the 
responsibility for production and quality control from the operator to 
the machine. 

That’s how Auto made over 300,000 vehicles last year. 
That is how we wT '?e making over 700,000 vehicles a year by 
1987-88. 



It takes years to gear up for such vast 
production; but the experience gained over 
25 years will enable us to adiieve this 
tai^et And add even moie rapidly to the 
almost 2 mflliGn Bajaj vehicles already 
on the road. 


ll^SlIaifloltd 

Value for money, for years 



BAJ 5 2416 
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( 0\I RSIORS 12 

Indian Cricket: 

I Testing Time 

1 Hl miKhi i)i iht Iiidun 
triclvct ti am will be put to 
It St In a mi elioL It Si 1 1 anka 
side and 1 iti t b\ tbt 
Aust^cIllall^ this winte i 
I huuf li Kapil Dt s and Ins 
lm\s h ni pioM d that tht\ 
ait thi undisiiultd 
t liairpiiins ot OIK dav 
(luktl tht Indians have 
sli nipt h tailtd to 
wnhsi indlht iiKoursofa 
hvt das Itstnialth Can tht 
Indians Iivi up to then 
lilt nil iblr ini i| L ( list 
Ai dll vt () Hilt n and Snnjov 
Chowdluiit t saniint iht 
ijiii ‘•lion 

' SPL( I M Kl PORT 23 

I The Deportatton Drama 

Has tht linn 111 tot i 1 nnieiit 
won bilk tin t iiilidtmi ot 
Si 1 1 .ink 1 s I 11 Ills b\ 

I H I ok mi lilt til |)oii ition 
I oidtioiiSC C tiandi.ih isan 
ofii ol ihi lint L militant 
1 it adt I uhowtit isktdlo 
leal till i ounii\ t A rt pint 
bs01t,ilill! Iioin Koinbas 
nid Anil t l*i it ip tioin 
i Matli IS 

SPT C I \l RT PORI 27 

Peerless: The Curious 
Investment Company 

llndtttiied bv the foul 
toui I tasts against it—one 
I e\en I hallenging Its verv 
cMst ntt—Peerless 
I LontiiiULs to expand Its 
bOO Cl ore empn e Nirmal 
I Mill a outlines the teasons 
toi Its phenomi nal growth 

RSATIIONM 

“The Disenfranchisement 
IS Unconstitutional’* 

Hitcswar Saikia thiel 
I ministei of Assam told 
I Alapan Bandopadhyay 
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Punjab: Countdown to the 
Polls 

Si M I II It spoiidi Ills 
I c poll oil I Ik pit poll stent 
in iht stale 
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bv Vavudoot from 
Hindustan At loiiauiies 
Limited 111 \1 ) All poll bs 
Ritu Satin 
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Has Sai Baba Quit 
Whitefieid? 

With 1 tiioii ills ind 
emini nt tdutanoni>i 
1 h illtnging tht ditiiie 
powir of Indi 1 s most 
wultlv know 11 Itodin in 
iiimoiii ait alio It th It tht 
SiiBdbiha ilteididlo 
iliaridon his spr iwlmg 
as/nam I Indan ind 
Kap liana linesiigao s 
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polity 
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Fuel of the Future 

H\dieigen tould tniti ge as 
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rtpoit 
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Compare our quality 
Compare our price 


WHY PAY MORE 

When you can buy a genuine 
Hero bike for better performance 
at economical price! 


HERO 

THE ONLY ONE IN ASIA & EUROPE PRODUCING OVER 

2Q00,000 

(TWO MILLION) 

BICYCLES IN A SINGLE YEAR 

^ HERO 


Equipped with ' V 
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Chain 
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Whichever way you look at it, Hero has 
an edge over any other bicycle in the 
Indian market. In quality, in economy, in 
durability, in range. 

The sturdy frame and fork; the bright 
handle bar, durable chainwheel, crank 
& rims; the noiseless freewheel for 
effortless pedalling and the streamlined 
look. You just can't get better value for 
your money. 

Thirty years of expertise has gone to 
prove that India's largest selling bicycle is 
also India's best bicycle. Ask any of the 
happy owners who rides it. 


W HERO CYCLES PVT. LTD. 
LUDHIANA 


CFOSs-cnrrents 


T he king can do no 
wrong This seems to 
have been the dictum 
guiding the government 
while the Lok Pal Bill was 
introduced in the Lok 
Sabha on 26 August and 
sought to be huinedly pas 
sed in tli^ last two davs ot 
the monsoon session of 
Pailiament buddenly the 
government had a change 
ot heait and the Bill was 
referred to a joint select 
committee of both Houses 
of Parliament When the 
wintei session begins 
M sometime in \o\ ember 
this august committee is 
eKpe ted to table its find 
mgs and hopefully an 
enactment aimed at curb 
ing coituption in high 
, places will be added to the 
^ lawsoltlu land Whatevei 
I be the shape ot the Bill 
I the dt ‘'inition high 
places will not cover the 
I Prime Minister Accoiding 
to the ruling pat tv if the 
j) 1 opo cd I o 1 Pal IS 
allowed t( si» n ludge 
nicni on thi ictions ot tht 
Pi mu Mimsur »^hen it 
inav hue i destabilising 
t ftn I M ) (. lu c I il the 
Punii Miiiistci IS put 
within'he Lok Pals pui 
view the 1 the purpose of 
, the present Bill will be 
’ defeated The pioposal is 
to create a 1 ok Pal who 
would tnteitdin com 
plaints against the mem 
bers ot the union council 
of mini tef and the par 
liamentarv secretaries and 
after going into the 
chaiges submit his recom 
mendaiions to the Prime 
I Minister whose judge 
I ment would be final 
i To file a complaint be 
fore the Lok Pal a com 
plainant will have to dt 
posit a thousand lupees 
which will be forteited it 
the complaint is pioved 
wiong furthermore a 
false complaint can cause 
the complainant to be 
I tried summarilv and jailed 
I for thiee vears and fined 
upto Rs 50,000 (which if 
the Lok Pal so desires, can 
be awarded to the public 
functionarv against whom 
the complaint is made) On 

Wtmy s-14 S4PM lom wes 

..j 


Shubhabraia 

paper the intentions seem 
to be pious Around the 
time the proposed Lok Pal 
Bill was being discussed m 
Parliament the prelimin 
arj investigations against 
the Haivana chiet minis 
tei Bhajan Lai were con 
eluded and a clean chit 
was given to him It the 
proposed legislation had 
been rushed through Pai 
liament, as the govern 
ment intended to do, then 
Bhajan Lai could have teh 
cheated Had he been 
piobed by the ptoposed 
Lok Pal, then apart from 
sending his political oppo 
nents to jail Bhajan Lai 
could have hoped to be 
rewarded out of the tint 
realised from the com 
plainants 

There aie manv cuiious 
aspects in the pri sent Lok 
Pal Bill For one the pro 
ceedings before the I ok 
Pal v ould be ban ed to the 
pi ess No publication of 
the goings m in the I ok 
Pal s couii will be allowed 
till he has closed the cast 
01 90 days ha't elapsed 
fiom tht date when find 
mgs have been stni to the 
Piime Ministci And it a 
person is exonciated be 
tore int Lok Pal then the 
courts will not be allowed 
to take cognisance ot the 
complaint if it is filed 
under the existing provi 
sions ot the penal laws 
Lven if the Lok Pal has 
found someone guiltv 
then in the event of the 
Prime Minister not accept 


Bhaitacharya 

mg the findings, the pro 
tection fiom prosecution 
in courts will be accorded 
to the public functionary 
These aspects, perhaps, 
betray the motives behind 
the introduction of the 
Lok Pal Bill Shielding the 
coiiupt rather than 
punishing the guilty may 
become the ordei of the 
day if caution is not exer 
cised now Detergents 
should not be used to pro 
vide a clean image m pub 
he life 

The Lok Pal Bill should 
be viewed m the back 
ground of some of the ex 
poses which have been 
made m Parliament and in 
the press m recent vears 
1 he must glaring example 
I is that ot the Thai Vaishet 
I case Ihe opposition was 
I ible to prove on the basis 
ot documentary evidence 
the disci epaiicies in the 
awaid of ceitain contrails 
to an Italian firm which 
had jumped the queue and 
bagged the deal despite its 
not being shortlisted by 
expcit committees Ihe 
expose in Parliament did 
not bung loith a conde 
mnation of the guilty In 
su ad the Central Bureau 
I ot Investigation was asked 
to piobe how the govein 
I ment files had been 
leaked to MPs The guiltv 
have gone scot tree while 
the CBI have haiassed and 
for a while even anested 
the agcMits ot the tirm 
w hich should hav e noi mal 
Ij bagged the coniratt but 


for the special position en 
joyed bv the Italian com 
pany 

More recently a Con 
gress(l) MP and joint 
secretarv of the AICC(I), 
K Sambhashivd Rao who 
has been accused of misus 
mg his position as a direc 
tor of the Andhia Bank to 
favour a Hyderabad based 
firm. Progressive Con 
structions Private Ltd 
(which was promoted by 
him) has sought a CBI 
probe into his affairs while 
admitting that diserejai 
cies have been committed 
KS Rao has alleged that 
the opposition was point 
ing an accusing fmgi r at 
him because he had dele 
ated a Itiugu Desam 
candidate m the polls (a\ 
lomatically it he is held 
guiltv then it will be o 
political deteat tor tht nil 
mg party) Addressing a 
piess conterence m the 
capital on 30 August K S 
Rao has admitted thit 
I there wtie somi iriegular 
ities m tht tramaitions ot 
Piogressive Consiiuctioi s 
but pointed out m the 
same breath that 90 iiei 
tent of the bu'intss tians 
actions m the countrv in 
solved irregularities He 
defended tin deals bv 
saving that tht inegular 
ities committed bv his tirm 
were technical and not cri 
minal piacticts 

Curbing coiiuption m 
high plates should not be 
tieated as a political gim 
mick The laws ot detama 
tion aie stringent enough 
to prohibit wiong charges 
being levelled against anv 
one More than distabi 
lisation what should wor 
rv the pohev make's is tht 
moial onosion ot public 
fuiK ru n 11 u s which tan 
lead util] (I'U s U) s ot 
faith 111 ill svstiiii Ihi 
Pt itnt Mm stir should 
lunisi It ottii to unde I go 
the itutinv ot tht lok 
Pal And to ctisuit that 
justice pitvails in all 
casts mstt ad ot iht PM 
the Paihamciit oi tnilia 
shouldbctht ulnici t ut 
tide whethei tht- Lok Pal s 
verdict bolds ot not 
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India’s First Microprocessor Based 
Electronic PABX. From BPL. 



The (ouiitrv's fiist in(ti>’i'iious 
Mil rupnu essui bas«‘d Hut roiui 
Private Automalii Bi an< h F \i haiige 
fhPABXJ I omes from BPl - the Hist 
Coinpanv in the pnvah' seitoi to 
secure an mdustiiai Ik eiice fium the 
Government tor the inaniitai tun of 
fcPABX 

BPl‘s fcPABX field-tested and 
proven is woiking satistai tni ilv in 
seveial Iwations OileimK opto 
inturnai and64exte( nai lines iti uteis 
to your vital commuiin atom needs 
and Imosts all-round piodurtivitv 
ai celeratcs dec laion makint; and 
c ontrols telephone expenses 

With an exiH rif m e ()1 ikmiIv i 
deiaihs in i lei lionn * tnd nvei a 
del aili in t oniiminu aliun HIM is 
iiuiei (I >1 toil ( to It t koii with 111 tlii'Mt 
fields I iirlliei HIM i on pit In ii >iu' 
m liousi s\ slims md i iipti 11 iiin, 
lapaliiliU has liil|>iil ‘iiM;n)1i 
(ninpiileis <mil i onumiiin ilmn 


BIM s Power I iiu C arnei t oinnm 
iiu.itiDn S\sti'm and Switihiut; 
I tliiiimient h.ivt been peitorming 
ellei tiu'lvsiiiie IM72 in almost e\ei\ 



(•lei tni it\ boaidintliei uuntu That s 
not all BPl s llulroini Private 
Automatii L\i hange whii h piov ides 
\oue and data i omniiiniiation has 
been installed in inan\ reputed 
GoverninenI and Private oigamsa 
turns as well 

Ajiart Irom the I lei lionit 
PAHX BPl s existing Business 
Computers Woul Proiessois and 
Aiitoinatu Plain Paper C opiers 
provide a single siuin e integrated 
solution to mei I lodav s ofhre 
aulomatiun i equ ii ements 

The Llec tronii PABX niamilai - 
tunag facility is supported In seven 
integrated lactones three R & I) mills, 
in house manuiai true of i ritual 
lompimeiils i oiiiprehensive tool 
rooms and PCB plants 

Ihe I hvtronu PABX lioni 
BPL The Single Largest Integrated 
Source ol Oflli e Automation 
Products in India. 


DIH.-IMDIA 

In pursuit of perfection 


I omputers • Communtcatidff • Components 

Instrumentation (IndiMiigl Meciliol tr Measuremtnt J iff Offiof Automotion • Consumer Elei tronics 


( entral Marketiiigtir’aiiisatioft HIM ( < nine Hiun h Street Bangalore-tbO (101 lei 52)it/^/(i IKUHaS-llI 
ItiamhlHrueitat llaiigulOm RomtMV, Oali utta. Madras New Ilidhi 
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Maratha OKch 

E very time I am driven in from Dum 
Dum airport to down town Calcut 
ta and pabs ovei a dyke known as the 
Maratha Ditth I rosolve to find out 
more about it Apparently thtie weie 
quite a few Maiatha Ditches in ditte 
rent parts of the city, all wide enough 
to ptevent hoises leaping over them 
and steep enough to pi event horse 
men clambering up then sides Con 
temporal y lecoids do not say much 
about these defensive moats but go 
into considerable detail on the atro 
cities commuted by the Maiatha 
laideis It was much the same with 
the Sikhs who likewise plundeied 
the legion extending fiom the Attock 
( to the Ganga Both in the cases of the 
Maiathas and the Sikhs the people 
I sighed with lelief when they weie 
I cut to si/t In the Bntish Sikh incui 
sions wcic iigaided as a calainitv 
Mahaiaia Kanjit Singh the paia 
digm ol clnvaliv accoiding to Sikh 
histoiiaiis w is dreaded In the Sikh 
chiettaiiis ot Malwa who piclened 
aligning themselves with the Biitish 
laihei than seivc under then own 
coreligionist Maiatha opeiations 
were on a much biggei scale extend 
ing to the fditliest corntis ol India 
Any impiession mat eiihei Sikhs or 
Maiathas wtic wt Itomed as saviouis 
oi lihtralois is cntiielv tallacious 
Ihey spaicd no one Hindu oi Mus 
lim looted and killed without discii 
mination A vivid account ol one of 
these laid' is given in IheMdhatdsh 
la Puiaiia an eighteenth cc'ntutv 
Bengali hntoiual text (Diient long 
I man) iianslatcd bv I-dward Dimock 
and Pratul Chandia (lUpta Of its 
aiithoi little besides his name Gan 
garam, is known 

A Maiatha hoistiiian was known as 
a botfii - from the Pei sian tor a sol 
diet who did not own tin hoises he 
lode In an earliei manuseiipi. Lard 
campu by Vidyalankaia, they aie 
desciibed as follows “They navel a 
bundled voiaiias i800 miles) in one 
day (an obvious exaggetation) kill 
mg the unarmed and submissive, 
women and ehilditn stealing what 
ever they tind, abducting viituous 
women, and in the face of battle, 
quickly and by stealth they escape to 
another country on their swift 
horses ” 

The Mahatd<thtd Putana gives a 
moral justification to the calamities 
that befell Bengal in the 1740s ' Peo 
pie of the eai th were filled with sin, 
and there was no woiship of Radha 
and Krishna Day and night the peo 



pic took llicii pleasuic with tlu 
wilts ol others’ Mothti Pailli 
would not heai the buidei, ui ,ueh 
sms and prayed lo Loid Shi,a Im 
help Shiva sent hts bull Nandi ii> 
tiiiei the body of Shahu Raia who 
then went to Raghuraja and pti 
suaded him to send Bhaskai a Pandit 
with 40,000 horsemen to invade 
Nawab All Wardi Khan's tiet in Ben 
gal The savagely with which they 
pillaged Bengal is too stark to bt 
related except that then swords 
spaicd no one Lycry btahmaii oi 
yaishnaya oi sd/iiiyasi whom they 
saw they killed and they slaughteied 
cows and women by the hundicds 

Jhesc atiocities atigcicd goddess 
Paivati and she pleaded with hci 
Lord to “be hostile lo Bhaskai a be 
gtaeious towards the Nawab ' The 
good Lord agreed Bhaskai a Pandit 
along with his iiusicd Muslim gt nci 
als walked into a tiap laid by ili 
Nawab and weie slam 

So strung was the genetal leyul 
Sion against the Maiathas and the 
Sikhs among the pceij le that ii took 
many decades to wash ocu bittei 
memories of then depiedatioiis It 
was the emeigcncc ot 'lationali t 
leadeis like lilak and C, ikhalc in 
Mah.nashtia Laijiat Kai and liu 
Ghadiilcs (mostly Sikhs) in Puiiiah 
that changed Indians attitude lo 
waids the Marat has and the Sikhs 

Pynjab’sDebtto 

Bengal 

N cit many people know how much 
Punjab owes to a galaxy of Benga 
It lef iiineis, icachc'is and cditois toi 
then rule in taking Punjabis nut ut 
their /ee huxoonng the British m the 


I 19tli centuiy to an enlightened Indi 
an ciinsciousness of the 20th First to 
come were C hiistian missionaries led 
bv Revert nd Golak Nath and his 
son m law Kali Charan Chatteljee 
Kah s son P ( Chatterjee became 
piotcssoi (it mathematics at Govern 
mcnl Colhje Lahore PC’s son 
‘rnu Chatietjbc was later director 
genctal All India Radio Another 
einnitnt Bengali Christian who made 
Punjab his home was Radha Raman 
Raha 

Krahmo Samaj s contiibution to 
Punjab was guatci than that of the 
Chtistiaiis It tiist made us appeal 
.nice in I ahoic in 1863 A D Bengali 
Biahmos In ought out a monthly 
joutiial Hail Hakikai in Ciurumukhi, 
Hindi and I idu The leadei ot this 
I’ll u|i was Nayni Chandra Rai wlo 
btcanx vRi picsidcnt ot the Oiieii 
lal Colkgt and ngi'^ttar of the Pun 
jal I nivci>ity 1 lie Biahmos 
(.11 utsi aihieyemtni was to yyin 
ivti Saidai Dyal Singh Matithia to 
tilt 11 idiiks Unde I Biahino influence 
the ^ ndai set up a college a public 
libraiy and file Inbunt newspaper 
A good many ol its most disiing 
uishtd eailv editors were Bengalis 
Its intlucmc in weaning away edu 
cat! d Putitabis tiom Piiniab’s tradi 
tioiial loyally to the sarkar cannot be 
ovii estimated Sii Aurobindu refer 
ltd to this whin lu wrote “Un 
dinibicdly tin new .pint which has 
guru out like a mighty tiie Irom 
Bt ngal lighting up the whole of India 
has iounct us most favouiable ground 
in the Punjab 

Bctorc I he Bengalis camt a Pun 
lain s inn ion ol jiaiadise was summed 
nj> in tins doggerel 

Six i ood bullocks and a wagon 
load ot I no 

\ tan lint a square lent a july 

I nil 

A jilu’ti of tows milk full 
bnmiiitd lo diaiii 

II (.od cuts nil this much, i shan’t 
comjil on 

Mill llic Bengali yeast had ter 
lilt nit d in the Punjab s dough we 
li id ij u<in 10 in I Its and yillages 
cl ill nidiii) ousti I o' tilt Riitish By 
the end ot Woiiii VVai I and the 
lalii iiiw.da Uigli inassacie (1919) 
Puiij.d) tame to the toicfront in the 
struggle against the Biiiish 

It ou ait Intel ested in knowing 
[ about this cjjoth in Punjab’s history, 
I 1 I dll It comnicnd Nina Pun’s Pulitic 
dl title diid Socien iii the Punjab It 
Is < ciamuitd wun intoimation that 
MU will ovtilook tin shoddy job 
\ ikas has done in us pimtmg 
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More for your money. 


Maintaining a free press is fast 
becoming an exorbitantly expensive 
proposition: Count the cost of salaries, 
machinery and equipment servicing 
and repair, travel, maintenance of 
bureaux the world over, and the rising 
cost of newsprint and you'll 
understand why each copy of your 
favourite daily costs a lot more to 
produce than the price you pay for it. 
In fact correctly priced, it would be 
beyond the reach of most of the 
literate population of the country. 

yVdvertising has a role to play in 
ensuring a free press, which means 
more than just the freedom to report 
the news and air views. True freedom 
of the press requires, these to be 
made available to the largest number 
of people at an affordable price. Does 
that mean that the advertiser pays for 
another man's reading? Ho. Rather, 
the advertiser pays for a wider, more 
dispersed readership... because he 
wants to reach a wider, growing 
market. And that's the kind of 
readership he gets when he advertises 
in The Times Group. 

This wider readership Is one of 
the factors that make The Times 
Oroup the backbone of any 
media plan. 

The Tbnes of India 
Group of Publications 






OPINION 


Dons of Delhi 

I was shocked to learn in The Mdfia 
ot Delhi (18—24 ‘^.uf’ust ) by Sankai 
shun Thakui and Rashmi Saksena 
that tcnonst organisations exist in 
India and they are actitely praitising 
their heinous activities Ihi acts of 
these organisations such as the iiots 
in Delhi aftei the assassination ot 
Indira Gandhi and the retem minder 
of Lalit Makcn and hi-, wile have sent 
shock waves thioughout the nation 
The socalltd Mafia should be dealt 
with an non hand and wiptd out 
befoie they cause luithti damage 
K Chidanand Kumai Bannalou 

• It was not at all surpiising to learn 
that politicians pationise the undi t 
woild It IS an opt n seen t that iiiontv 
and musclemen aie absolutclv neif s 
.saiy to lemain in powii 
Thakiir, Dhanhad 

• I he repoit was thought inovoking 
lain Makcn ina\ hivi bttn a if 
vered trade union leadf i but hi did 


SaitHiv f >»r»of«#n«rv 


mm 



Th# Mafia of IMhi 



lidvt a hand m ct.gineeting the iiots 
liter the mill dll of Indira (.aiidhi 
1 oi this he had to pav with his lile 
Raiesh Saha\ Jrutnri TeJana 
(Bihat) 


_Who is Guilty? 

S cema Guha has done a commend 
able job by assessing the situation 
that led to the border hostilities 
between the states of Assam and 
Nagaland in the Meiapani sectoi 
(The Bordet M^di,2d-29 |une) Ihe 
goveinment’s failuic and the dismal 
performance ot iht Assam police 
I have raised many signilleant ques 
I tions in the minds of the people 
regarding the efticiemv ot the state 
police. With the nii nioi v ol violent 
incidents a fi w vtais ago at the 
Chungajan boidit kadinu to the 
j ghastly genocide ol Assami si inhabi 
tants still tiesh in the people s ini id 
It IS hard to believe that the 
Assamese intelligenei failed to anti 
iipate the v inlent iiii id< iits u gulailv 
occuiring in the boidei anas llure 
I must bt .omcthini' m the su‘-pieion 
that a it w high up in thi \ssatii 
polite ail indulguiK in all sons ot 
coriupt piairiit 

Atun Batooah Guwihiii 


Usheri ng in a n Era of Unity and Friend ship 


T h* (i.i ( r sioi \ Pi III It / isr ( 4 
10 August) highlit’hts till lorn 
inendablf inks plavi d bv R i|i\ (.in 
dhi, Sant I ongowal ind \i|iiri Singh 
in ending the I'uniab stakniatt Iht 
overwhelming suppoit it the uioiii 
by thi Sikhs indic.ile thin longing 
for peaie The Akali Oil inu-.i riov 
woi k in tlost coordination with orhf t 
political panics ind till peojih ot 
T’liniab to usht i in an ei i ot 
liiendship and coopt laiion in ibt 
state 

Suresh K R Botnbav 

• Si NDW gave an exielk lit lov 11 agt 
to the historii evint th it took plan 
on 24 Iiih Ihi siiueif itfons of 
Rajiv Gandhi and Sam 1 ongowal in 
bunging about tilt sitrltnniit lu to 
be praised Thi .riaii bt hmtl thi 
stents Ai luti Singh a so peitoiined 
his )ob admit ablv 1 he onus is now on 
the Sikhs to hoiioiu tin settkinent 
and thu. it|oin ihi“ m ii.i tiiain ot 
national liti As leiommenikd bi 
Khushvvart Siiu’h Riiii ( indlii ind 
the Sant both dtstivt tin Bliiiat 
Ratna 

4 j\ Vetraidg/iai in Boirn 

• Much loss of hte anil jiopiitv 
could havi bun savtd hail tin 
acioid been signed lailiit Due to 
the iiitHiciiiit lential k adet lliji of 
the past till lountiv had 1 ei n luail 
ing towards di. iiti gi ation Thi 
aecoid saved the niiturv tioiri the 


d ingoi of bieil mg uj The '■tr iti* 
oi peopk like Madhu Dandavati 1 K 
t.iilial iiid SS Batiiala in bunging 
about the agittmeni must be lemtni 
betid Rapv (jandhi s toiisi nt ton 
li r till Anandpui Sahib Resolution 
to the Satkaiia Commission dispite 
Ins lailitr leieition ioi eleiroial 
gains iiiditatis his willingness to 
ilianji his stance in the inteiest of 
the eoutuiv 

M H Rama Bhubanc'iwai 

• Ihe at cold appeals as a lay of light 
at the end of a daik tunnel But it 
must nor bi loigoiuii that unless 
1 ight sti jisaie taken to implement it 
the at told mav bt leridered 
mt aiiingless But for thi moment 
I'uiiiab lives again 

k Ses/i.idri Vasari jabalput 

• Ihe solution to the Punjab piob 
Icni stems to be a case ot he tter late 
tha 1 nevei ’ It should have been 
athitved long ago bv Mrs Gandhi, 
but till mattei was finally dealt with 
bv hei son and suttessoi Rajiv 
(..anillii 

De basins Pali Siridrr 

• 1 he spt cial issue is a supei b tollec 
tioii of in depth wilting and repor 
tagt with excellent photographs 
Snell issues an the produtt of bold 
and till till Ight luuinalism and are to 
bt jiitstivtd 

Bid\a bhankai, Bhagalpiir 


• St NO vv s t nil I 111 ' , I 

sroiv IS eoinnii no dili It is n h i d a 
rt igt tlv ill It s )i II '■111 111 ip|) ising 

thi df II trill 111 

\iabnid I Kumai P lulu < 'i iinnalpai 

• Raiiv t.andhi h is full ilk d his ek i 
lion [iioniist ol It olviiij the I’uiiiab 
pi obit rn bv iiaihim in ague mint 
with lilt Akali. 

Ra;t s/i Piai-ad 'iinibilpiii 

• Ashw nil Min 11 1 s ai t u't w i. 
thought piovok ng If uiitowatd iiici 
dents loiitiiiui to ottui (Itspite the 
aeioid then *hi aovtinnitiii must 
maintain law and uiiki it ill co.ts 
Subal Chaiidia S i/i i \l ild t 

• Sant 1 ongowal his sh >wn himself 
to bt a tiui patiiot bv signiut the 
Punjab atcoid di spilt tlu ojip i.ition 
ot manv ot he ttlk a ins Rauv 
Gandhi i emtiemg is tlu man ot 
the decade bv taikini tlu jiiob 
lems of I’uiiiao \ssaii oui (.uiaiai 
one aftei tilt othe i 

Chamaiu I al Agr rn ii i soni put 

• rhe Puiijaf) aiioitl should be 
hailed bv all light thinking itireiis 
oi India As has bei ii tviitlv stated, 
the piomist ot peace in Punjab was 
the best gift Rapv l.aiidhi could have 
piesented to the nation during his 
nine month tcniite as »he I’lime 
Ministei khushwant Singh has light 
ly suppotted the attord 

V N Naiava/iasn imv Madias 









OPINION 


Dem ocra tic Monarchs 

T hi (lispardf’inf, itm.irks made by 
Ram Rd(a Pi isad Singh in the 
inteivuw lilt Bomb lil,i'>t'<'^eie the 
B< ffinniiif.’ at Out Rt volution {II —17 
August) was highly (iliiet-tionahlc 
Ainoiu with an ilcnuntarv know 
I* dgt of Nt pal s liistoiical tiadition 
and SOCK) cult III al ethos would know 
all too well how tin monaiths in 
Nepal has alv\ lys idtiitilicd itself 
with tilt inttasis of thi people and 
acteil IS a unitying lout in the 
ctniniiN Apiit I tom the gloiious ex 
dtrlplts ol aiu i< nl times which 
abound in Nepal s history the 
monaich diiiini, the last 100 ycais 
>1 so lias with loot! the test ot time 
ind sill 11 sstnlU met tin ihdiengts 
' both txittnal is well as inteinal 
V lull piotictiii). the nation il in 
ti tests Klein liom King Pnthvi 
N iia\ m Shall wli i toinuled modetn 
Ne(ial Kitii t.in in i \ iidellid Bn Bik 
i nil Shah and kinf Raieiulia Bir 
Biki in Slip) who fought the then 
Biitish 1 isl li cli 1 t omp in\ s foiees 
and i\td Ntpils Hide pe ndt ne e 
Kill) Iiihhuvin who staked his 
thioin to u III I in the beginning ot a 
dtinoiiilie 111 in Nepil King 
VI ihe ndt i wh< expanded Ni pal s iii 
ti III ition il It Idlion tnd uitiodueid 
till paitvli's /iini/iivdf sxsttm to 
tlu pit St til I nil His M i|t st\ Biieii 
ell 1 Bn Hifi im sliah Dei who tie 
eiiii 1 Nt lid IS I rone ot peace and 
pioi l.iiint d i II itional teli lendiiin on 
tin h ISIS ot uiii\CIS il adult liaiiehist 
to iseelt lit! the wislie ot tht people 
about tht pol t ot then ehoiet hut 
^ all m id iinahable eonti ibutions to 
the tail I It iitionil iiidepi ndt net 
demitiKX ind piogii id the na 
tioii dui ing till 11 itspiitni iiign 
TheNtpaltst ptopli h ivi gieattaith 
in and ii ptet I it then monaieh lo 
sixth It rhi nion lie h\ Il IS no I ole lo 
pi i\ in Nl p il would be to shut one s 
exes to till tiuth 

C B H I m i I /luiitstt 1 Koi 1/ 
\ipilt L /nitiisM \tn Dtllii 


Bold Expose 


J^ow Luitupi IS Biuu^ni LliI-’iH—Z? 
f¥ Julx I was a boldnuist gatixe lO 
pent I wa stunned to iiarii tti it the 
Hatxani ehii t ministet is inxolxed 
in eiimnial aetixities 
I, M Noobu M fob III (Sdui/i 
Aidhuii 

• Bx exposing Bhaiaii 1 al Simixx 
I has [) oxeti its bold appioaeh in the 
field 111 loutnalism Sue ti an effoit 
f deserxts to be tommt tided In one 
and all 

S Huxsdin, Dibrugdih (Assam! 


Darkness at Noon 



Mahud Kinehiiudhiirx irrip.iralilt loss 


T he sudden death of populai Benga 
Il actress Mahua Roxthoudhurx 
was shocking (Vlas Mahua Mui 


c/erei/’* 28 luly— 3 August) With her 
death datknt'ss has enveloped the 
studios ot lollvgunge and she has 
left a xoid which would be hard to 
till When Uttam Kumar died a few 
xeais back the industiy somehow 
sutxixid the crisis Now with the 
passing aw ax of Mahua the leading 
actress ol the Bengali screen let us 
see him fast the industiy manages to 
tide oxer the daik peiiod 
Subioto humat Sandi Dhanhad 
(Bihat) 

• Ihe opening paragraph of Bengali 
hints then and Non mentions that 
Sit Cviil Radcliffcs stab through 
the ma[i ol Bengal in 1974 was 
pet haps the unkindesi of cuts 
tullx agiee with tht xitw Sir Radclif 
It did not lust snb but had cut itt 
both tht hands of mother India Btn 
gal ind Puniab It wts a eonspiracx 
to ctipplt these two li ading states of 
India 

To/ 1/1 Mukheijet Bankura (West 
bt ng d > 


Flaunting Democratic Norms 


T he coxet stoix Field Maishal \IR 
(14- 20 lulx) liighliglitetl the one 
man party in Andhia Pradesh It was 
paiiilul til read that NIR is misusing 
his poweis After hi xxas ousted liom 
the chief ministet ship in 1984 oiii 
had thought that he would not date 
to commit the saint mistakes it itiii 
stated Howexei things luiiie d out to 
bt dilftttnr Back in olliee MR 
betaine a dictaloi Now he is ignot 
ing the opposition and hobtn bbing 
with the t ongiissd) 

S C Malakai A to a 

• Ihc peopli ot Andhta Pi idt h 
we It happx when N 1 Rama Rao 
with his godlike image eaine to 
poxxci The hopes and aspiiations ot 
the masses began to soai bttause 
they thought that smti hi had made 


million tiomtilins he would lot be 
hurigix lor m mex Peopli dieaint 
that xuis hki nepotism coiiuption 
dictatorship ei hont stx and self 
aggtandi i mt nl would no longei re 
main uiidei MKs itit,n But they 
will sidlx m staken as the Andhia 
Pi ititsh t M statiid fnisiising power 
Ihe xicilttoiis suppoiter ot dtmo 
ciiex his been blat inllx ciiishing 
di inoii itii 11 I rns toi quite some 
nmi now 

K idb 1 R 1 Hi dt i ibad 

• Si M ix h id pi IXtd I maiot loU in 
biin).ii g \ FR haik to powei and now 
It Ills ixpistd the idininistiative 
t iilui e it the Aiidhi i Pi adi sh (. VI I 
feel tht 111 will bt on i igain thrown 
out ol oil lit 

\ Is D IS Ol lid) idi Bill 11 ) 


Unfolding Tragedy 


I t was distuibnig ii It am ol tin 
di isiious ittiii the inusoiious 
MIC ),as had on i’ iitiuit niothiis 
iiid till It lie whom hibus illit 
Bdhis >1 Bhopal 2'- lulx -1 Vug isi 
\ 1 glitlx iioiiitid )Ui t)x RiliiSimi 
tht Itiel ol till 1 igttlx would bt 
tell bx geneialions to eoiiii 
\nitidii Siiit/i U ill I < d( lilt 1 

• Ihe 40 toiiiies ol It til il Ml( 
that leaked out tioni tin I tiion ( ii 
bide 1 actotx in Bhopal tomtmics to 
take Its toll I xpeetant mutheis and 


babies haxt I illin ptex to one ot tht 
xxoilds wot I iiidiistiiil disasters 

I hi iliildunwhi liixt suixixedthe 

II igtilx will iilii I tioni physical de 
t limit If s mil ailiiit nt tin oughoiit 
then ixis Howexti pioptt nitdieal 
iiiiniioii loi Id hixi lessened the 
siitti lines )t ilu xiitims Ihe post 

III nil 111 I iMix slilllom eliild 
siK old bt eiiulueicd piofii i lx and 
tilt upon list li II ti> Il expectant 
niotlteis 

\ / 0 / III 111 l \I 
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bonks, have often referred to them¬ 
selves ns professionals. Does profes¬ 
sionalism merely mean playing for 
money’ Or does it refer to a srait of 
mind; of a determination to succeed 
and give off one’s best, whatever the 
circumstances’ .A true professional 
does not need <i twu-weok training 
camp to get himself into shape. Npr 
does he underestimate his opponents 
and expect a tour to be,a calw walk. 
After the performances of the Indi¬ 
an team in Australia and Sharjah 
early this year, one would have 
thought that the Indians even at 
half-.strength would be quite a match 
for the Lankans. But we seem to fare 
better as the underdogs rather than 
when we are on top. Our cricketers 
will find out for themselves, if they 
have not already, that staying at the 
top is more difficult than getting 
there Who could have imagined that 
six months after being crowned 


“world champions” wt.- would be 
tt^ing heavy weather of a t<>iir of 
Sri Lanka! It is difficult,in fact, to 
judge whether India is lucky to be 
playing Sri Lanka in their first outing 
after a remarkable season last year, 
or are we just unfortunate? 

It is lucky because Sri Lanka is the 
weakest side in Test cricket and a 
tour there could give the Indian side 
an opportunity to pick up their socks 
again. Moreover, a Sri Lankan tour 
could provide the Indians an adequ¬ 
ate warm-up before we move onto 
Sharjah and Australia where we will 
be required to prove, to those who 
are still not satisfied, that we are 
indeed the world champions. 

It is unfortunate because the Indi¬ 
ans are walking tall and it will be 
difficult to live down an indifferent 
tour of the Emerald Island A failure 
to do well on a tour of any other | 



but not one of Sri Lanka. If the 
Indian side fares poorly, it will be 
only because of complacency on the 
part of the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCL) and the 
over-confidence of the Indian cricke¬ 
ters. 

This time, the customary fitness., 
camp at the start of the season was 
dispensed with aiid the Indian team 
arrived in Colombo just two days 
before the start of the tour. This is, 
perhaps, why injury problems are 
now creating worries. Even if we do 
win. as we ought to, our players will 
be lacking the expected level of 
fitness and the cricket they play- will 
not match their actual capabilities. 

The selection of the team itself 
shows tb.it this tour is being used as a 
in:i! fi)' rhe more difficult tour of 
Austrah.i Inter this year. Skipper 
Kapil Dev. in London when his team 
was announced, aired his displeasure 
tvith the selection. As captain, Kapn 
would definitely have preferred,tlie 
best team available and on' thgt 
count, his criticism was w^ll- 
founded. But then he has accepted 
the fact that it was obviously an 
attempt to build up the team for the 
future. Youngsters are, therefore, 
being put to the test on a tour wherfe 
experiments are possible. Otherwise, 
before the tour got under way. It 
would have been difficult to ekptjiin 
the omission of Roger Binny and 
Madan Lai. the heroes of the Pruden¬ 
tial and Benson and Hedges Cup 
victories.andthe inclusion of youngs¬ 
ters like Lalchand Rajput, Copal 
Sharma, Rajindei Singh Ghai and 
Maninder Singh. 

But apart from the controversy 
over the selection of the team, 
another major controversy which has 
been going on for the last two years 
remains. This concerns the confusion 
over .Sunil Gavaskar’s po.sition in the 
batting line-up. Skipper Kapil Dev 
declared that he would like Gavaskar 
to open, in view of Srikkanth’s' in¬ 
different fort-. Lal'. hand Rajput’s 
inexperienci -'■■J unwilling¬ 

ness 10 bai ! (iavaskiii, despite 
his increasin'' ,ige (he is .LS) is still 
India's and possibly the world’s best 
opener and Kapil Dev, perhaps jus¬ 
tifiably feels that Gavaskar should go 
in first But it is Gavaskar who has 
won the I irst round; he has forced the 
team management to select him as a 
middle order batsman and his pa¬ 
tient 51 in the first Test against Sri 
Lanka has cemented his position 
even further. 

G avaskar’s transformation into a 
middle-order batsman is likdy’tn 
give the tour .selectors a majdt 
headache. While it would mean hav-‘ 
ing an unsettled opening pair on one 







COVER STORY 



hand It would also mean having an 
embarrassment of riches in the mid¬ 
dle order with Arhaiuddin, Vengsar- 
kar, Shdstii, Mohinder Amarnath 
and Gavaskar vying for the four 
places Despite the uncertainty, it is 
in batting that India's strength lies 
After Azharuddin’s three centuries 
in the fust three Tests against Eng 
land in 1984 8'> and his 93 against 
Imran Khan’s thunderbolts in the 
Benson and Ht dges toui nament ear¬ 
ly this veai, there is no doubt about 
his class It was A/har who was the 
find of the 1984 season and he is 
alreadv and quite rightly loo, being 
talked of as tlu best young batsman 
in the world When one remembers 
that Mai tin Crowe of New Zealand, 
Pakistan s Salim Malik and West 
Indian Ruhie Richatdsoii who has 
been hailed as a successot to the 
great Viv Richards iic the other 
highly ri garded young busmen, 
A/hai s ibilitits I an be seen in a 
cleaier prispectiv* 

Dilip \ t ngsarkat and Mohindei 
Amainath aif alioadv seasoned pro 
It ssionals and besides {,avaskat two 
ot the most piolitic Indnn batsmen 
of recent time s Vengsaikar the stvl 
ish stiokemakei I lom Bombay a man 
who has Icaint to put liis lit ad down 
and giind the bovsling into tin dust, 

IS alrtatly imong the nins with a 
tvpicallv tlcf.ant ton against the Sri 
Lanka Colts and a big scoie in the 
first one day init t national Amai 
nath acknowledged by none less 
than Clive I lovd as the liiitst player 
ol the last! I b<ills has been more 
inconsistent Rtturning to the Test 
scene with a chaiigctl stance le 
newed confidence and a stac k of i uns 
m domestic ciicket attet a skull 
fractuie put him out of test tucket 
foi thiee years he hit up five centut 
les in quick ,ucci ssion But ill health 
and an unusual lun of pooi scenes (he 
was nick named Donald alter his five 
ducks in SIX lest innings) meant a 
retiiin to the sidelines But though 
“limmv' has (ought liis wav back 
into the side and plaved a numbei of 
brilliant knocks his ill health per 
sists 

What the Indian batting cleaily 
does not lack is depth with Ravi 
Shastri coming in at number six and 
skipper Kapil Dev who can tear any 
bowling attack to pieces at number 
seven The tail, theiefoie, is ex¬ 
pected to wag Sadanand Vish- 
wanarh, the fighting young wicket¬ 
keeper who recently took ovei from 
Sved Ktrmam, tegulatly opens the 
innings foi Karnataka ui the Ranji 
tiophy Leg spinner Lakshmanan 
Sivaiamakiishnan has a century in 
first class cricket Opening bowler 
Chelan Sharma too, is no mean bats¬ 
man But judging by the pertorni^j 












ances iit the warm-up matches and 
the first Test, it is clear that the top 
batsmen have not given up their old 
habits. Their dismissals have been 
more due to injudicious shots than a 
difficult wicket or hostile bowling. 

The bowling, however, does not 
inspire the same confidence. Kapil 
Dev, the side’s spearhead and the 
only match-winning strike bowler, 
has lost that extra yard of pace. He is 
still a dangerous bowler, capable of 
running through the Sri Lanka side 
but the years of hard labour on dead 
tracks in the hot sun have taken their 
toll. The days of miracles as in Mel¬ 
bourne,when with an injured thigh 
he bowled out the Australians or his 
9 for 8.1 at Ahmedabad against the 
strong We.st Indian side,are perhaps 
■ over. 

While the rest of the attack is 
perhaps adequate for limited-overs 
cricket. Test matches, it must be 
remembered, are a totally different 
ball-game. Though India has more 
than her share ot bowlers who can 
bowl a tight, restrictive line, there 
are few who can bowl out their 
opponents twice in five days. Chetan 
Sharma, Kapil Dev’s dimunitive but 
nippy paitner in head hunting or 
Rajinder Singh Ghai will be sharing 
the new ball with ihe skipper. After 
his impressive debut in the first Test 
in Lahore in 1984 when he peppered 
seasoned opener Mudassar Nazar 
with sharply lifting deliveries, Shar¬ 
ma has rarely been consistently im¬ 
pressive. In the last series against 
England, he had often been punished 
by the English batsmen for bowling 
i far too .short But that he has poten- 
' tial was evident in the first Test at 
Colombo. Ghai’s selection was 
obviously a calculated risk. The 
selectors kept in mind his ability to 
swing the ball away from the right- 
hand batsman and occasionally bring 
it back in sharply. In Sri Lanka, 
where the level of humidity is high, 
Ghai is expected to swing the ball 
prodigiously. 

M ore is expected of the Indian 
spinners. Vice-captain Ravi 
Shastri is already a young veteran 
with over 70 Test wickets and his 
nagging left-arm spin is going to be 
invaluable for the Indians. With his 
high action he is likely to be very 
effective on a responsive pitch. The 
other left-spinner Maninder Singh 
has been more of an enigma. While 
there is little doubt about his obvious 
talent (he was once considered the 
great Bishen Singh Bedi’s succes.sor), 

' he has done little to justify his ability 
at the highest level. His 16 wickets in 
13 Tests have come at a cost of 64 and 
; this tour could just be his chance of 



Clockwise from lop, a pick of Sri Lanka's bc.s(; skipper Dolcrp Mendls, Roy Dias, 
R^an MadugaBe and Arjuna Ranatungc. Uc|ow: I heian Sharma (left) and Maninder 
Singh , 
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I n all the exdtemint'iqf the depar¬ 
ture of the Indian aMut team to 
Sri Lanka, what Wm overlooked 
was skipper Kapil Dev’s unneces¬ 
sary tamasba over the financial 
losstK he and tpatamates Ravi Shis- 
tri, Mohin<ler '>'iiiiiMrnath, Chetan 
Sharma^ Raliodev Ghai apd Di% 
Vengsarkat incurred by leaving 
their cQmi&itm^ts in En^andto'go 
to Sri Lanka with the indlaa aide. 
The different Et^didt dufas tVere 
forced to hire othir oeareHu iday- 
, ers in the abteooe Of the Indians, 
who for their part liad to forego a 
part of their wa^eafpa leaving ^d- 
season. It:whs repotted that Kapil 
Dev and the reat ioatanyrihng be¬ 
tween £800 and £5,00(!)i AOctUdlng- 
ly, skipper KapO Dev took the stand 
that the losers ihould he reipi* 
horsed, hot widt the foQ anoont, 
at least the fare back home. 

It is not clear whether dw others 
involved felt as atrpngllr for the 
Indian skipper was spmilkinS fcrr 
himself when he said, ^I mn i. 
: foll-tihte professional. My only 
source of earning is cricket ■’*Thia 
was how he justifiid his daim. 
Kapil more or less made it known 


that money was his prime objec¬ 
tive, apparently placing fmandal 
considerations above playing for 
his country. By taking such a stand, 
a Test captain does not set a glow¬ 
ing example. Leading one's natioa- 
al team is the ambition of every 
cridteter, but Kapil Dev has in a 
way devalued this honour. 

One would imagine that Kapil 
and his colleagues are going to Sri 
Lanka for peanuts. Each of them 
will receive Rs 15,000 and Sri Lank¬ 
an Rt 2,000 a week for mcpenses. 
Then there are the winnings from 
the one-day series, man of the 
match awards and the rest. They 
also get the satisfaction d 
playing for their country. KapU Dev 
Should also be reminded that pro- 
fessimialism does not merely mean 
receiving money for one's labours, 
it also involves a frame of mind. If 
he was the kind of professional as 
he claims to be, with his talent he 
would be one of the most sou^t- 
after overseas cricketers in English 
county cricket today. Instead, 
according to knowledgeable 
sources, he finds it hard to retain 
his county contract. The only 


reason one can assign to this it hit 
apparently non-professional liuti- 
tude. His inconsistency is sonnr-, 
thing not many professional coun¬ 
ties can affo^. Not even Jowly 
Worcestershire, especially if dtdy 
have the choice of other lew ' 
talented, yet more professionhfr 
minded players. The true profet« 
sional is a man who can do his job 
even when he does not feel like it. 

Money does play a part but a linp 
has to be drawn somewhere. The 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCl) did the right thing by 
not giving in to the whims of the 
cricketers. As the BCCI secretary, 
A.W. Kanmadiker, said, “They 
went to England on their own and 
not on the Board’s behalf.” After 
his immature handling of the reim¬ 
bursement question, Kapil Dev has 
done a turnabout. In Sri Lanka he 
denied having said that he would 
lose as much as £5,000. However, 
the grapevine has it that Kapil may 
seek compensation not for himself 
but for some young teammates. Has 
the enigmatic all-rounder realised 
his mistake? 

%imwm AIMnw WWff 


Maninder Singh’s spin twin, leg- 
spinner Lakshmanan Sivaramakrish- 
nan has been more successful. Last 
season, against David Gower’s En¬ 
glish side, he almost single-handedly 
won the first Test with a haul of 12 
wickets in the match. Siva, though 
less of a destroyer in the remaining 
Tests, still commands respect 
throughout the series. Kapil Dev, 
however, will /have to nurse him 
carefully. Gopal Sharma, the stocky 
off-spinner from Uttar Pradesh won 
his first Test cap at the fag end of the 
1984 season after a long wait in the 
wings. 

Yet, on good pitches against Sr%) 
Lanka’s exciting array of strokemak- 
ers led by captain Duleep Mendts, 
the Indian bowling could wilt. Like 
the Indian side, Sri Lanka’s strength 
lies in its batting. Sidath Wettimuny 
and Amal Silva, the openers, got 
centuries in Sri Lanka’s only Test at 
Lord’s. Roy Dias, easily the side’s 
best player, is good enough to find a 
place in any international side while 
Ranjan Madugalle, Arjuna Ranatun- 
/ ga and Aravinda da Silva are exciting 
young cricketers, with the potentim 
of putting the Indian bowling to the 
swQcd. But the Sri Laidtan bowling, 
headed by the hard wcukiog medium- 
pacer Asantha deMel who took five 

. , . . . TO" . . .- 
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AihanwIiHH, Clietan Shanwa, and Lakhand Rajput alter net practice 


wickets in the Indian first innings in 
the first Test is steady but'hardly 
sensational. 

If one judges India’s performance, 
by the reputati’on we have to live up 
to, the tour upto the point of filing 
this report has been disappointing. 
India barely managed to-wm the first 
one-day international, while the two 
three-day matches against a 


■ "I ,■ 


mediocre opposition have been dull 
batting affairs with the visitors rare¬ 
ly in command of the situation. For a 
team which boasts of having the best 
batting line-up in the world, a total of 
218 runs in the first innings in the 
first Test was a rude shock. Mtuwv- 
er, six of the Indian batsmen fell to 
catches behind the wicket, wfakb 
suggests a recurrence of Itedi- 
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i: The Champion of Champions 


T he flight to Wellington on a cold 
February morning in 1981 had a 
surprise passenger. On the plane 
with butterflies in his stomach and 
a hastily-packed suitcase was a tall, 
lanky 18-year-old all-rounder 
Ravishankar Jaydith Shastri on his 
way to becoming a Te.st cricketer. 
Ace-spinner Dilip Doshi had broken 
his toe during the Australian leg of 
the tour and it was Shastri who was 
selected by skipper Sunil Gavaskar 
to replace him. Shastri flew in a few 
hours before the mutch was to be¬ 
gin, but his first over—an impecc¬ 
able maiden—confirmed his poten¬ 
tial. He finished the match with 
seven wickets (including three 
wickets III four balls) in 15 in the 
series. 

In his first Tost on Indian soil 
against England before a home 
crowd in Bombay, it was his admir¬ 
able stone-walling which played a 
major role in the Indian victory. He 
followed It up with a polished 93 in 
the Delhi Test. During the series, 
his batting improved and despite 
his limited repertoire of strokes (he 
was primarily an onside player with 
the flick and the glance his main 
scoring shots* he made good as an 
emergency opener in the next 
series in England. And it was on 
this tour that he faced the wrath of 
his critics. He was Gavaskar’s pro¬ 
tege, said the critics, and his skip¬ 
per was grooming him at the ex 
pense of the side. 

Meanwhile, his bowling was 
steadily losing its penetration and 
he was dropped after the first Test 
against Pakistan in 1982-83. lie was 
reinstated in the final Test as an 
opener Shastri celebrating his re¬ 
turn, promptly hit an immaculate 
hundred. His next century came 
soon after in Trinidad in the West 
Indies. Runs came easily, even 
against the mighty West Indian fast 
bowlers. The Caribbeans were back 
in the winter of 1983 and it was 
Shastri, batting at number six who 
often kept the innings together. He 
finished the series with 336 runs, 
the third-highest run-getter after 
Gavaskar and Vengsarkar. 
Throughout the series, he was as 
solid and dependable as ever; never 
afraid to get in line and always the 
epitome of caution. Against the 
bowling—consistently hostile and 
often intimidatory—Shastri’s was a 
victory of temperament and tech¬ 
nique. 

But while his batting scaled new 




heights, his bowling declined even 
further. Many now saw him purely 
as a defensive left-arm spinner who 
could be expected to keep the runs 
down while the strike bowlers were 
resting. He was also used as a 
bowler who could bowl his quota of 
overs accurately and economically 
in the one-day internationals. 

But his last season’s performance 
changed all that. With Sivaramak- 
rishnan, India’s wonder-boy leg- 
spinner. Shastri played an impor¬ 
tant role in the victory in the first 
Test at Bombay against Gower’s 
Englishmen and in bowling out all 
their opponents (except Pakistan) 
in the final in the Benson and 
Hedges tournament in Australia. In 
the matches against England and 
New Zealand in the semi-finals, his 
contribution with the ball was deci¬ 
sive. On both occasions, he got 
wickets at vital moments. He 
finished with eight wickets in the 
tournament with an average of 
20.75. The myth that spinners were 
a liability in the limited-over 
matches was rudely shattered. 

Shastri’s batting too was a revela¬ 
tion. To his normally rock-like de¬ 
fence was added a glittering array 
of punishing strokes. Gone were the 
hesitant pushes and prods of the 
past. With the transformation came 
the flowing drives on both sides of 
the wicket and a series of elegant 
cuts, flicks and glances. He was now 
a complete cricketer. Against th^ 
English, Shastri got two centuries' 
a magnificent 142 runs in Bombay 
and a slow but stroke-filled 111 
runs in Calcutta. And then, in a 
local first-class match, came the 
world record. Shastri hit six sixes in 
an over, equalling the record held 

Ravi Shastri; new vice-captain 



by Sir Gary Sobers. Each stroke was 
a powerful heave, coming clean off 
the middle of bat. It was a display 
of big hitting his teammates like 
Kapil Dev and Sandeep Patil would 
have been proud of. It was also a 
gentle reminder to bowlers of what 
this shy, young man was capable. 

With the swashbuckling Krish- 
namachari Srikkanth, Shastri 
formed a successful opening pair. 
He did his task well; digging him¬ 
self in to lay the foundations of the 
innings and taking the sting out of 
the opposing attack. His 182 runs in 
five innings at an average of 45 as 
well as his eight wickets and safe- 
catching got him two match awards 
as well as the title of champion-of- 
champions and a sleek Audi valued 
at 40,000 dollars. 

His reluctance to open the in¬ 
nings in Test matches, however, is 
likely to create problems for the 
Indian selectors. With Gavaskar 
also opting out of opening, the 
Indian selectors will have to face 
two problems: they now have to 
look for an opening pair as well as 
decide on whom to leave out among 
Azharuddin, Mohinder Amarnath, 
Vengsarkar, Gavaskar and Shastri. 
Yet, if Shastri opens with the 
adventurous Srikkanth, it would 
mean having the right blend of 
caution and aggression in the open¬ 
ing pair as well as solve the selec¬ 
tor’s problems about the middle- 
order batsmen. But Shastri himself 
admits that he would not be able to 
perform to the best of his ability if 
he were to open in a Test. 

Within five years of making his 
Test debut in slightly dramatic cir 
cumstances, Ravi Shastri has risen 
to become one of the most impor 
tant members of the side. At 23. 
besides being the sheet-anchoi and 
the senior spinner, he is also the 
side’s vice-captain. He was captain 
of the Indian schoolboys’ team to 
England in 1981. He led his side 
capably and with flair. The selec 
tors have not forgotten that. Nor 
are they unaware of his shrewd 
mind and his ability to remain ice- 
cool in a crisis. As vice-captain his 
occasional tips to his skipper may 
be invaluable. Despite his good per¬ 
formances and at such an earlv age, 
he is a cricketer of the future; 
clearly a man to watch And cricket- 
lovers all over India will be watch¬ 
ing his performance in Sri Lanka 
and Down Under. 

Srin/oy CtmwittHiry 
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tional weakness ot Indian batsmen 
the inability to nesotiaie tfit moving 
ball 

What is worse has been the failuie 
of the Indian bowlers to get opposing 
batsmen out In the two throe day 
matches and the one day intei nation 
al befoie the fust lest Sii Lankan 
batsmen have scored 1040 luns off 
thfi Indian attack which has only 
captured 24 wickets so far at an 
average of around 41 runs pti wick 
et It must be remembered that 
almost the same bowling side had 
won seven consecutive one day 
games against different countries 
and SIX iimts by bowling out the 
opposition 

But iheie stems to be hopt at last 
Indications aic there thit the Indian 
crukctcis have at 1 ist buckltd down 
tollicii task llu mtlusion of Rogti 
Binnv piobabb at the insistt net of 
the captain suggtsis that tht Si i 
lank ins aic not being t iktn lightly 
anv inoifc It w is his aiiuratc 
mtdiuni pate bowling which had 
been paititularh diiigiious both in 
the Piiidtntial Cup and in tht Ben 
son and Hedges tout n line nt He is 
also a usetul batsman aiiel a niagniti 
It nt fit Idei Bui nioie is net dt d tiom 
oiii inaiho men v\ho have sptiil tht 
oft season modtilini. toi tee shuts 
What IS iiigenth luctssm i a it 
turn to loirn In tht suit s leading 
batsint n moie ptiu native bowling 
and la/oi shaip liildiiig something 
nliieh played a nia|oi lole in oui 
\utouts last St ason Wliai peihaps 
IS even moie ncecssnv is i using 
enet ol the spini ot l‘)Sl tht will to 
win and tiu dctciniination to sue 
tttfl This St ason will be the testing 
time foi Indian iiicket It it mains to 
be seen whetliei the Indi in tiitkt 
lets w ill continue then tun of siitttss 
Ol like puMous ote isions umcm 
bti tht summei ot 42 -iht slide back 
to Iht lowest lung of the inietnation 
al ciicketing ladtlti Peihaps 198') 
will be Indian eiiekets mointni of 
tiuth As vice captain Ravi Shastii 
said lectntlv ‘You can be a cham 
pion in AustiaJia you tan be a cham 
pion in Shariah but you still have to 
prove yourself all the time The 
Indian team will have to piove that 
last seasons tiiumphs weie not the 
result ot once in a lifetime sutges of 
adrenalin Aftei (he toui of Sn 
Lanka which has already liegun will 
follow the Clive Lloyd benefit match 
es— the three nation tournament—in 
Sharjah The tour of Australia also 
lies ahead Kapil Dev and Ravi Shas 
tn’s colleagues will have to piove 
once again that India is still “Thun 
der Down Under ” 

CUvw Andnw OVrian tuxl tihijoy 
Choifrifcwy 
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V_^ut out the dullness. 

And let the fun shine in! 

Pick up your Hot Shot. 

And pass the smiles around. 

With Hot Shot, no one's left out. 
No one's on the other side of the fence. 
Not even the photographer! 

Yes, now there's a smile 
behind the camera too. 

Because there's nothing to 
worry about. 

No fidgeting. No focussing. 

Just aim. And shoot. 

Choose from the widest range 
of cameras. In the popular 110 format. 
Or in the 35 mm format with the 
exclusive Universal Focus System. 

Gel what you want. 

A camera with a flash. 

Or a tele lens. 

Or automatic features. 

Whatever you decide on 
one thing's the same. 

You get a camera built for fun. 

Hot Shot. 

It could be the clowning point 
of your life! 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


The Deportation Drama 


The Tamils were beginning to feel ‘betrayed’ by India after it oidered 
the deportation of three of their leaders But the situation might 
have been saved by the leturii of one of them to India 


O ne day he was an unwanted 
foreigner and 28 hours later, an 
honoured guest His deporta 
tion Older was revoked on 28 
August and he was allowed to go 
backto Madias hishome Tor the last 
two years SC Chandiahasan had 
been enreiing Madias on a regular 
visa Tht file spouting convenor of 
the Oiganisations for Piotection of 
Tamils of Lelam from Genocide (Pro 
teg) has come a long way, having 
changed from a militant who chal 
lenged two governments—the US 
government bv lefusing to ask for 
asylum in Boston where he was 
sought to be deported bv the govern 
ment ot India and the Indian govern 
ment bv tctuining to India despite 
the depoitaiionotdei on him Chan 
diahasan became very much like a 
membei ol one ot the manv Indian 
groups who issue solidariiv state 
rnents in favoui of Rapv Ciandhi 
whenevci In signs accoids or takes a 
controvetsial political position But 
all that changed in the 28 hours The 
tierv militant was tamed Only Chan 
drahasari himself and Rangaiaian 
Kumaramarigalam, the Congiess(I) 
MP,would know how The MP, who 
tlcw down to Bombav was the only 
one allowed to meet Chandrahasan 
at the Sahai (airport) immigration 
lounge, apart from Special Branch 
personnel Seveial hours aftei the 
arrival Chandrahasan wrote an 
appeal to Rajiv Gandhi in his own 
hand ‘ When I arrived baek in India 1 
happened to read in the newspapets 
that the Piime Minister, Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi had per,,onally engaged him 
self in solving the problem relating 
to Tamils in Ceylon I believe this 
will go a long way in finding a lasting 
solution to the problem I am confi 
dent that Mr Rajiv Gandhi has the 
interest of Tamils of Ceylon at his 
heart and that he will endeavour to 
find a solution that will satisfy 
aspirations of Tamils of Ceylon 1 do 
feel we should forget some of the 
unfortunate incidents which had 
taken place in the near past and 
should offer our wholeheaited sup 
port to him in his efforts (Signed 
S.C Chandrahasan )” 

Chandrahasan clearly sang a diffe 
rent tune from his other fiery col 
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leagues Dr A S Balasingham offi 
cial spokesman of the Libeiation 
Tigers for Tamil Eelam and S 
Saivendra, the C ambndge educated 
lawvti who represented the Tamil 
Lelam Libeiation Organisation 
(TFLO) at the second round ot the 
Thimphu talks who wt tt deported to 
London and other Sn Lankan lamils 
who accused Rd)iv Gandhi of bet 
raying them to the Sii Lanka govern 
ment They felt they weie let down 


by the Indian government and did 
not hesitate to sav so In fact when 
the Thimphu talks tailed and the 
Prime Ministei invited the Eelam 
leaders on 21 August foi talks in 
Delhi to try and salvage the situa 
tion they failed to tuin up on one 
excuse or another They had tt te 
bi ought in line because if every one 
tried to dictate India s foieign po icv, 
there would be chaos While it is true 
that India has always supported 
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sporting Sri Lanka Tamiis 
is an Act of Betrayai” 


ii: What do you have to say about 
Vthe deportation of the Eelam 
activists ? 

A: The deportation is a barbarous 
act. What crime have the Eelam 
activists committed to be deported 
from India? We thought thet the 
central government would be sym¬ 
pathetic to the Tamils of Sri Lanka. 
But the actions of the central gov¬ 
ernment are harming the Tamils. 
Balasingham. Chandrahasan 
and Satyendra have been stabbed 
in the back by the Indian govern¬ 
ment. Though the past experience 
of these men compelled them to 
believe that the Sri Lanka govern¬ 
ment was only going to dupe them 
by holding the peace talks, they 
nevertheless acceded to Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s efforts and involved them¬ 
selves with the Thimphu talks. De¬ 
porting them after they have gone 
with Rajiv all along is an act of 
betrayal, 

Q; Do you agree thaf the mili¬ 
tants made a mistake in not going 
to Delhi when summoned by the 
PM? 

A: When 500 Tamils have been 
massacred, how can the Tamil lead¬ 
ers be expected to participate in 
any sort of dialogue? No dialogue is 
possible if the killings are not stop¬ 
ped. Even though Prabhakaran, Sri 
Sabaratnam, Balakumar and Pad- 
manabha were against the talks, we 
advised them to go to Delhi (prior 
to the first round) though they 
wanted to boycott the talks. They 
agreed and cooperated so much 
only because of the persuasion by 
the Indian government. But inspite 
of their cooperation Rajiv Gandhi 
has betrayed them. 

Q: Do you think that the deporta¬ 
tion heralds the change in the atti¬ 
tude of the Indian government to 
the Sri Lanka Tamils? 

A: In Mrs Gandhi’s regime there 
was some sympathy for the Sri 
Lanka Tamils—even that is missing 
now. In 1979, when Mrs Gandhi was 
out of power she had accused the 
Janata government at the centre of 
•fostering a relationship with the Sri 
Lankan government at the cost of 
the Tamils. But now we find that 
despite Congress rule the Tamils 
are being butchered and used as 
scapegoats. 


M. Karunanidhi told Sunday 


Q: Why do you think Mr Gandhi 
rook such a pro-Lanka move by 
deporting these Eelam leaders? 

A: We don’t know why he is 
taking such a pro-Jayewardene 
stand. It could be that he is inclined 
to take such a stand because the 
Tamils are not showing their force 
and might. Because the Tamils have 
so far remained a passive force, 
meekly willing to .submit them¬ 
selves to India’s advice and actions 
regarding the Lanka situation, Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi is now taking them for 
granted. If the Tamils unitedly 
emerge as a force resisting any sort 
of arbitrary behaviour, Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi will not neglect them He will 
be forced to take cognisance of 
them. In the absence of the Tamils 
emerging as a strong united force 
nothing is stopping the Prime 
Minister from going ahead with 
these acts of beti avals 

Q: What do you have to say about 
MGR's silence on this issue? 

A: It’s been three days now 
(since the Eelam activists were de¬ 
ported) and so far MGR has not 
even issued a statement conde¬ 
mning the expulsion. His MPs did 
not raise the issue m Parliament. 
The AIADMK’s silence is proof that 
the deportation was undertaken 
with his concurrence. MGR’s state¬ 
ments championing the cause of 
Tamils are superficial and political¬ 
ly motivated. He is only interested 
in getting their votes. Hard of heart 



Kanuianidlii: “People of Tamil Nadu will 
rise against Rgiiv Gandhi ” 


MGR is not interested in the wel¬ 
fare of the Sri Lanka Tamils. 

Q: Why do you feel there is no 
solution other than Eelam for the 
Lanka Tamils? 

A: After so many massacres how 
can they be expected to live with 
the Sinhalese? Assuming that the 
Thimphu talks yield results, it will 
be only a temporary solution. The 
Sri Lanka government and the 
chauvinist Sinhalese will be hell¬ 
bent on taking out their vengeance 
on the Tamils. For a permanent 
solution that will ensure the free¬ 
dom of the Tamils, so that they can 
live in peace and security, they will 
have to be liberatedfrom the 
Sinhalese. Eelam is .therefore, the 
only permanent solution for the 
Lanka Tamils. 

Q: The centre is worried that if 
Eelam becomes a reality, the separ¬ 
atist campaign in Tamil Nadu will 
be revived 

A: The situation in Lanka and 
Tamil Nadu are totally different. 
The Sri Lanka government is re¬ 
sponsible for the heinous crimes 
against the Tamils. The govern¬ 
ment Itself has sent its army to 
exterminate Tamils. In Tamil Nadu 
there is no armed movement. We 
have a democracy. If people are 
unhappy or insecure they can vote 
out a government and bring in a 
new one which they feel will pro¬ 
tect them best. 

Q: Has the deportation sown the 
seeds of hostility in the people of 
Tamil Nadu against the centre? 

A: If the deportation orders are 
not cancelled, the people of Tamil 
Nadu will rise in revolt against 
Rajiv Gandhi and the centre. 

Q: You have mentioned in the 
public meeting that you will be 
forced to start training camps for 
the Tamil militants if the centre is 
not cooperative. 

A: No comments. 

Q; Don’t you think the centre is 
going to take action against the 
TESO? 

A: We are not bothered. It is only 
after knowing the consequences 
fully well that we have got 
ourselves involved wilji the Sri 
Lanka problem. We are prepared to 
face any eventuality. 

M atvlawmd hy Anita P i m lap 
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third World uiuntnes m their free 
dom siFugKle'i against the colonial 
powers, here was India confronted by 
a Third World country itself, with a 
group of Tamils wanting to set up 
their own homeland in this nation 
Deportation orders weie served on 
Balasinghdm, spokesman of the Li 
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam, 
S Satyendra of Tamil Eelam Libera 
tion Organisation and S C Chandra 
hasan of Proteg While the first two 
went off to London and issued plain 
tive statements from there against 
the Indian government’s stand, 
Chandrahasan refused to get off the 
Air India flight at Boston Alter con 
ferring with the Indian embassy offi 
cials who failed to convince him to 
stay in the United Slates, he was put 
back on the same Air India flight 
letuining to Bombay via Delhi At 
Delhi airport where the plane landed 
in the earls hours ol Wtdnesdas 
morning Chandrahasan was not 
allowed to get oil despite the pleas ot 
Lok Dal leadei Dr Subramaniam 
Swamy a Tamilian himself He was 
flown into Bombay the same morning 
and held intommiiiiicado I ok Dal 
lawsII lagdish Shttts in Bombav 
also tried to coniacl C handi ihasaii 
but the polite would not allow him to 
do so Said Shirts Fsen drug ptd 
diets and sniugglcis an allowed 
lawsers when thes att de 

tamed (handiahasan was not 
Shettv tiled a wnr ptrition m iht 
Bombav High Couit asking tor tan 
cellation of depoitation oidtis but 
befoic tilt cast tould bt htaid the 
revocation ouieis had been issued 
from Delhi A gioup ol Tamils alsi 
tiled to mtti Chandiahisan at the 
dll pot t but thtv tould not and lelt 
Chandiahasan ttlused to eat ans 
food at Sahai When it was time foi 
meals he lust had trim luitt Wlien 
his tesotation oidtr tamt at noon on 
28 Aurnst there was barely an houi 
left for him to be put on the Madias 
flight Even then he did not accept 
any f«od He said that he would 
prefot to go to Madras and then eat 

T he deportation oiders seised on 
Chandrahasan Balasingham and 
Satyendia on 23 August had sup 
posedlv signified a thangt m the 
attitude of the Indian government 
towaids the Tamil militants The 
ciackdown on the militants was e\i 
dence ot the centre’s deteimination 
to weed out irntants in the Tamils 
ranks in order to pave the was foi a 
negotiated settlement of Sn Lanka s 
ethnic ciisis The Tamds were natur 
ally dismayed at Rajis (landhi s 
swing towards the Sri Lanka gosern 
ment and could not help contrasting 
his Stand with Mrs Gandhi’s letusal 
to deport Balasingham in spue of 
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lepcated requests fiom the Sn 
Lanka government 

On 23 August, at 6 00 pm, a posse 
of police and immigration officials 
swooped down on Balasingham’s 
flat and whisked him away to an 
unknown destination A leftist intel¬ 
lectual, Balasingham had been a 
professor of political science at Lon 
don University before he came to 
Madras shortly after the July 1983 
holocaust to take charge as the offi 
cial spokesman of the most powerful 
guerrilla organisation of the Tamils, 
the LTTE Born in Jaffna, the 46 
year old Balasingham emigrated to 
Britain in the Seventies to become a 
British citizen subsequently After 
his arrest he was kept incommunica 
do for 24 hours in a house on the 
outskirts of Madras After a great 
deal of explaining, his Australian 
wile Adele was allowed to be with 
him as Balasingham is acutely 
diabetic and needed to be adminis 
teied his insulin shots quite fre 
quentlj On 24 August at 8 30 pm,he 
was put aboard Air India flight 41S to 
London via Bombay S C Chandra 
I hasan 43 year old son of the revered 
late LTTF leader S I V Chelva 
navdgam (who was called father of 
Tamil Eelam) had come to Madras 
with his wife Nil mala and three 
small thildien shortly after the July 
1983 holocaust when his Colombo 
I house had been set on fire 

I Chandiahasan began a hunger 
I stiikt in piotesi against his deporta 
tion and demanded that as a Sn 
Lankan national he should be de 
' ported only to the country of his 
oiigiri Mrs Niimala Chandrahasan’s 
public litigation petition by way of a 
telegram on 24 August to the Chief 
Tustite of India ana the Chief Justice 
ot Tamil Nadu and a telegiam to 
I Prime Miiiistci Rajiv Gandhi praying 
that the deportation aiders be with 
diawn went unheeded The aeporta 
tion orders for N Satyendra was 
feckless as he had alieady left for 
London Following the holocaust in 
July 1983 the 99 year-old Satyendra 
migrated to Cambridge where he is 
doing research in labour laws 
The deportation ordei dated 23 
I August states that ‘tn exercise of the 
poweis conferred hv clause (C) of 
I sub section two ol section three of 
thi Foreigneis Act, 1946 (Central 
Act of 1946) read with the noiifica 
tior of the Goveinment of India, in 
I the ministiv ot home affaiis dated 
D'th Apiil 1958 the Governor of 
Tamil Nadu hereby directs that Mr 
Chelsanasagam s/o S J V Chelva 
lias aj. am (oi Balasingham in the 
other deportee’s case) shall not re 
mam in India " Howeser.as Balasing 
ham >did in his last statement on 


Indian stiil, the ordei was ‘'polilicallv 
motivated ’’ Which indeed, ii is The 
immediate provocation for the de 
portation was the dilatory tactics 
employed by the ENLF leaders tn 
responding to the PM’s summons and 
reaching Delhi This was construed 
as an act of defiance, something the 
Indian government wished to nip in 
the bud What started the alienation 
was the ENLF’s stubborn refusal to 
get back to the negotiating table at 
Thimphu, the withdrawal of the 
ENLF delegates from Thimphu and 
the ENLF’s decision to terminate the 
second phase of the Thimphu talks 
In a sense,the three Eelam activists 
aroused India’s wrath for three diffe 
rent reasons—Chandrahasan, for 
being critical of the ceasefire and the 
Thimphu talks, Balasingham,for mas 
terminding the irrevocable termini 
tion of the second round of the talks 
and Satyendra for fearlessly clashing 
with Bhandan at Thimphu TELO 
sources told Sunday that when Bhan 
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dan was high handedly giving a dres 
sing down to the Tamils, Satyendra 
objected, pointing out that he (Bhan 
dan) was not insulting meielv the 
delegates but the Tamils ot Sn 
Lanka He objected to Bhandari’s 
liberal use of the word ‘bloods’ while 
expressing annoyance at their 
walkout 

Moreover,Satyendra addressed the 
foreign secretary as Mr Bhandan and 
not his excellency or sir as some of 
the other Tamil delegates did Bala 
singham and Chandiahasan have 
been active for a long time But 
Satyendra came to India only a tew 
days before Thimphu II began He 
attracted attention only when he 
clashed with Bhandan at Thimphu 
The deportation ordei for Satyendra 
has therefoie lent credence to the 
belief that the deportatic i of the 
Tamil Eelam leadei s is the hand 
iwork of Bhandan, who, the Tamils 
feel, IS closer to the Sn Lankans 
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B alasingham had been expecting a 
deportation older Foi quite some 
time now he had been thieatened 
with deportation b\ the Indian au 
thonties in a bid to get him to tone 
down Hib criticism He was alwass 
trenchant in his criticism of the shab 
b\ proposals put forward bv Sri ' 
Lanka Though he nc\er sought to 
detv India his political movis were 
calculated to asset t the independ 
ence of the militants He was ic 
sponsible for the political credibility 
that the ENLF rapidlv gamed When 
the ENlF leadeis went to Delhi, it 
was he who acted as their spokes I 
man—not mereh because ht wa‘ 
fluent in English but also because 
he was istute He also plavt d an 
important role in explaining the tac 
tors that diove the Tamil militants to 
aims to the world pi ess Bv virtue of 
his theoretical knowledge of political 
science, he was able to present the 
predicament ot the Tamils cogently 
and in us proper historical perspec 
tive 


ASri Lanka lamil familv giiivmg a lost 
one the massacre goes on 
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Satyendra being an eminent bar 
rister (the last case he handled in 
Colombo was the release of Kuttima 
ni, Jagan and Thambithurai, leaders 
of TELO before they were killed in 
the Welikade jail massacre) pre 
sented the Tamils’ case most elo 
quentlv at Thimphu Chandrahasan 
also has the same perspicuity of 
mind However, except for the TELO 
to which he is close, all the other 
militant groups including the PLOT 
suspect Chandrahasan’s bona Tides 
as a true champion of the Tamils' 
cause Thev suspect him of having 
links with foreign intelligence agen 
cies However, a source close to 
Chandrahasan said he had earned 
the ill wril of the other groups as he 
had built up the TELO so that it 
emeiged as a force to reckon with 
According to nim, PLOT and LTTE 
turned against Chandrahasan be 
cause they felt he was propping up 
TELO as a rival to them 

The ENL? novf concedes that it 
was a mistake noi to have gone to 
Delhi immediately A slighted PM 
construed this as an act of defiance 
but the delay was due to their fear 
that thev would be forcibly taken to 
Ihimphu to resume the talks Even if 
thev did not go to Delhi they could at 
least have sent a letter explaining 
their fears to the PM thiough then 
channels—RAW and IB Their July 
visit had convinced the ENL? lead 
ers that in Delhi they were powerless 
in the hands of RAW which had cut 
them off from the world Even if they 
weie forcibly huddled into an air 
craft and taken to Thimphu, as thev 
feared they could have registered 
then protest in so many ways—for 
exdmple,by fasting as Chandrahasan 
did when he was deported Sunuay 
learns that the real reason for the 
ENLF leaders not going to Delhi 
immediately is that LTTE and TELO, 
the two most powerful guerrill a 
groups, were struggling to arrive at a 
consensus within the ENLF on the 
stand they should take in Delhi It 
was an internal crisis, with the LTTE 
and TELO unable to convince the 
EROS and EPRLF, who are more 
moderate in their approach about 
the impossibility of resuming talks 
As no consensus was forthcoming, 
ENLF was compelled to delay its 
departure After three days of in 
tense discussions, a consensus was 
arrived at and Balasingham 
announced that the ENLF would 
make themselves “available” for a 
meeting with the PM Now in Bala 
singham’s absence ENLF has lost a 
bit of Its cohesion and direction 

Whatever the internal dissensions, 
the events of the last two months are 
a tribute to the Tamils’ unity De 
spite the strains and pressures, they 


stuck together, enhancmg their pre 
stige Sunday learns that even the 
Indian government was surprised at 
the unity in the ranks of the Tamils 
But the Tamils are unanimous on one 
score “We must carry India with our 
struggle Without India’s support we 
are crippled ” 

Meanwhile.teaction in Tamil Nadu 
to the deportation was swift and 
intense The Tamil Eelam Supporters 
Organisation (TESO) comprising the 
DMK, DK, and TNKC galvanised into 
action holding public meetings and 
protest marches throughout the state 
that attracted spontaneous crowds 
Students agitated all over Tamil 
Nadu forcing the state govei nmeht 
close schools and colleges indefinite' 
ly The DMK mobilised the youth (in 
196“; the DMK had sponsoied an 
anti Hindi agitation by young peo 
pie. It was this movement that had 
damned the Congress and stimulated 
public sympathy for the DMK paving 
the wav for their triumphant acces 
Sion to power ).T he anti deportation 
agitation by DMK was somewhat 
similar in that it was directed against 
the ' betrayal of the Tamils bv the 
centie The DMK got into action 
dealing a situation chat was akin to 
the scenario 20 years ago 

In iht AlADMK only agiiiulture 
ministei K Kalimuthu protested 
against the depoitation With M(iR 
mur/ling his paitjmen all criticism 
from within the AlADMK was stifled 
This IS the first time aftet the recent 
elections that the AlADMK and Con 
gi ess have been i aught on the wrong 
foot And the DMK is out to make the 
most of the situation though persons 
like V Gopalaswamv the DMK MP, 
insist chat the depoitation is an 
unpardonable blundei Wt are not 
agitating for political gains We are 
agitating because we ai e emotionally 
involved in this issue ’ But the DMK 
agitations did not post a serious 
threat, because MGR has always 
stepped in and pre empted Karuna- 
nidhi’s expression of solidaiity with 
the Tamils But in this instance there 
was nothing MGR could do to salvage 
the situation as he himself has com* 
promised becoming vulnerable to 
allegations of failing to protect the 
interest of Tamils—indeed a sore 
point with him because he is a 
Malayali He can only try and crush 
the agitation with brute force which 
would only worsen the situation It 
must be lemembered that the call for 
secession was raised in Tamil Nadu 
long before the Sikhs were caught in 
Its whirl In 1%3 the separatist slo¬ 
gan was given up in Tamil Nadu only 
because of the Chinese aggression 

Olga TeMto, Oambay and Antia Pnriap, 
tdadraa 
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Peerless: The Curious 
Investment Company 

An A( t bdJiniiif’fincuK lal scheme*, and four court battles ha\e not benn 
able to prev enf Peeth ss horn groi\ ing /nto a Rs hOO-croie rnorif v -nun hinn IVhut are 

the !(‘as ms for its phenomeiial grou th ’ 




I 


i 


N othing succeeds like Pteiless 
Undeterred by obstacles of 
human and godly design—the 
closure notice Irom the West 
Bengal government the lecent dt 
mise of Its managing director Rhude b 
Kanti Roy and the dispute betwci n 
the managemt nt and field officeis— 
the once unpromising insurance 
scheme started by a schoolit at het in 
Naravanganj (now in Bangladesh) is 
today a giant money mai hint with 
assets totalling Rs 600 tious two 
trore tertilitatc holdtis foui lakh 
agents and field offittts 4 000 em 
ployees and ^7 branch olticis pit id 
out all ovei India It is <i towering 
monument to rural illitciacy and the 
pathetic flaw ot a legal svsu m w ide 
open to mismteiptetaiion 

Seven ytais ago, when panicky 
depositors watched one doomed 


ctoics) in 1980, 2,44';'59 (Rs 1280 
ciores and 3 '144 84 (Rs 2 100 cioies) 
in 1982 The company’s gross tninov 
ti met cased fiom Rs 149 16 crous in 
1982 to Rs 160 I"; troies in 19S1 and 
i(s pic tax piotit increased fiom Rs 
4 29 ttores in 1982 to Rs S I"; crorcs 
in 1981 Its total assets rose fiom Rs 
127 cioies in 1982 to Rs 440 84 crotes 
in 1981 In 1984 it netted tn new 
business woith Rs 2 800 crotts and 
the taigttsfor 198S and 1992 aic 
I Rs -lOOO tiorts Rsl0 0(,0 cioies a 
stupendous proiectioii which poses a 
thuat to the Life Insurance Corpora 
tion (IIC) All this while there au 
loui casts pending against Peerless 
in the Caliutta High Court, one con 
I ctining the closure notice served on 
It m which the company has been 
I charged with misleading the public 
1 in Its advertisements, maintaining an 


niigitlai at count III), piotcduie and a 
ioiltiiuit clause among other 
things In tub ol the cases the 
company lias got an iiiteiim inline 
turn and none ol the cases shows in 
sign of ( ndinc ytl 

t ould thtic be a special reason for 
the inoi dinate dt lay -■ In one case the 
' union govetiimein itself filed its affi 
davit in oppoMtion two years after 
the couii had issued an inteiim tn 
junction to Peerless The company 
incidentally adverti t liberally in 
cential goctinnieni indertakings 
like the railways and t laims to invest 
most ol it‘ money in the public sector 
I beside s cric out aging pc (iple to save 
I and thus working ritflcs'-ly toi the 
‘nation s g lod Has the government 
fallen lot the bait'' The lawyei who 
had bee n aiguing on< of the casts on 
behalf of the companc Vsokt S<*n, is 


financial scheme 
aftei another (in 
eluding the noto 
nous Sanchaita 
Investments ltd) 
collapse in the 
wake of the Prize 
Chits and Money 
Circulation 
Schemes (Ban 
ning) Act, 1978 
Peerless (General 
Finance and In 
vestment Com 
pany Ltd managed 
to stay ui business 
through a court in 
junction Ever 
since. It has ex 
panded enormous 
ly, despite its pre 
carious legal post 
tion In 1979, 
when It was asked 
to close down, the 
company sold 
I,37S 90 endow 
ment certificates 
with a face value 
of Rs 460 crores, 
the figures for sue 
cessive years were 
1,572 80 (Rs 760 



lu the union law 
miiiistei I ven the 
West Bengal gov 
einnient appeared 
to hdie lost Its 
teeth in the dis 
pule dhet the de 
parture lor the 
USA of Its former 
lirebiand finance 
miiitsrtr Dr Ashok 
Miti a 

* 1 wo matteis 
exeicised us most 
about this com 
pany said a fi 
nance miilistiy 
ollicial in the 
West Bengal gov 
tinmetit “One, 
that Its policies 
arc not secure in 
the way Lie poll 
cies are The lat 
tei die backed by 
status Second, be 
cause ol Peerless’ 
fo.leiturt clause, 
Iieojile do not get 
then money back 
Book keeping is 
not a common 
practice in towns. 
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mucl) !es$ in villages.” Also the 
aCdtoating procedure followed in the 
ccmpan/s balance sheet—with the 
first year’s subscriptions put down as 
income—explains the excessive com¬ 
mission (75 per cent of the first 
year’s collections) paid to agents. 
“The operation of such companies 
indirectly affects the Post Office and 
the banks. But the government has 
stepped in primarily to protect the 
interest of the people who are direct¬ 
ly affected,” the official explained. 

The other victim of Peerless’ rapid 
I grbieth is the government-owned 
i monopoly LlC, the only company 
authorised to insure life (Peerless 
only offers an annually renewable 
accident insurance cover from the 
insurance company). In the year en¬ 
ded June 1983, the LIC booked new 


benefit insurance offered is a life 
insurance. This is a simple matter, 
since most Peerless policy holders ■ 
(roughly 90 per cent) are gullible 
illiterates in rural areas. 

Said an officer in the income tax 
department who has personally con¬ 
ducted a study into the working of 
Peerless; “The company’s habit of 
comparing itself with LIC, which it 
has done even in its petition against 
the closure notice (see box), is 
absurd. LIC is covered by a specific 
Act, whereas Peerless is not. Do they 
have the licence to insure life? Peer¬ 
less has also been using terms which 
are common in life insurance, like 
surrender value, actuarial value, 
paid-up value, endowment, lapse, 
bonus, revival, etc. Do they have the 
necessary security?” (Incidentally, 



Wbolctlmc director SunU Roy: bosincss above board? 


business of the fai:e value of about Rs 
4,000 crores. Peerless, 'on the other 
hand, achieved a target of Rs 2,500 
crores for the year ending December 
1983. In 1985, it is on its way to doing 
business to the tune of Rs 3,000 
crores. Although LIC spokesmen do 
not apprehend any direct threat from 
Peerless, they are concerned about 
the fact that the company spends 
much more on publicity than the LIC, 
and that Peerless schemes are some¬ 
times misrepresented; allowing the 
company to expand in the manner it 
is #ing would dilute LlC’s hard-won 
acWmvement to the effect that life 
insurance today is accepted as a 
necessity. Peerless agents often mis¬ 
lead prospective depositors (in spite 
of the claim by the management that 
agents are expressly told not to do 
,'ii! 0 ) iiito believing that the accident 


Peerless has been strongly deman¬ 
ding the de nationalisation of life 
insurance on the plea that introduc¬ 
ing an element of competition would 
force Lie to become more efficient). 

The West Bengal government, de¬ 
fending its closure notice served on 
the company on 10 August 1979, 
argued in court that the existence of 
a separate Act covering LIC clearly 
sets It apart from Peerless. Said a 
finance ministry official: “We have 
argued that LIC cannot fall within 
I the purview of the 1978 Act since 
there is a specific Act covering its 
activities. Peerless had said that if 
the government could serve notice of 
closure on them, it should also be 
served on LIC since it was carrying 
on ‘similar activities.’ But there is a 
difference. In the case of LIC a 
person gets back his entk'iii amount, 


even if he remains alive. In Peerless, 
if a ^licy-holder dies, his nominee 
has two options. He can either accept 
the ‘paid-up value’ (that is, the entire 
sum contributed by the policy¬ 
holder, without interest on it) or 
continue the policy till maturity.” 

Peerless policies, it is argued, run 
contrary to the very concept of time 
deposits, considering the fact that 
they involve a forfeiture clause and 
deductions are made from the prin¬ 
cipal amount while calculating the 
surrender value (amount due to a 
policy-holder if the policy is discon¬ 
tinued): policies which ai;e. djMTon- 
tinued before or in the twenty-uitiiSC 
month lapse without a single paisp 
being paid to the policy-holder; as for 
policies which are surrendered, all 
the policy-holder gets is the paid-up 
value minus the first year’s subscrip¬ 
tion and 90 per cent of the second 
year’s subscription. 

Peerless spokesmen argue that 
their policies are similar to what the 
LIC offers under table 21 of its 
schmes. They even insist that their 
policies are far mure rewarding than 
Lie’s: while a certificate-holder in 
Peerless would have to pay Rs 77 
annually to get Rs 1,100 at the end of 
ten years, in LIC he would need to 
put in Rs 85 annually to get Rs 1,000 
at the end of the same period. But 
LIC spokesmen find this an odious 
comparison: policies under table 21 
of the Lie schemes are meant for 
people who cannot for some reason 
or the other take out a life insurance 
policy or are ineligible for it and 
endowment schemes of this variety 
account for only 0.3 per cent of LlC’s 
total business. 

P eerless schemes operate quite 
simply. A subscriber agrees to pay 
a certain sum of money over a speci¬ 
fied period (a minimum of ten years) 
and gets back a specified total 
amount, including interest, bonus, 
etc. Significantly, Peerless policies 
offer much lower rates of interest 
than other recurring time deposit 
schemes and the rate of return even 
at the end of the specified period 
works out to be very low. According 
to a study conducted by the Reserve 
Bank of India’s non-banking depart¬ 
ment, the rate of interest offered in 
various Peerless schemes is between 
5 per cent and 616 per cent com¬ 
pound, as against 9 per cent and BVi 
per cent from commercial banks and 
National Savings Organisations, re¬ 
spectively. Peerless policies, unlike 
Lie premia and bank deposits, also 
offer no tax relief. 

The secret of Peerless’ phenoinen- 
al success—if it can be oall^ that—is 
the extremely high commissidbs it 
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gives its agents, and their promotions 
up the ladder with consequent 
monetary benefits Quite like the 
system m msurance companies in the 
west, a Peerless agent who goes up in 
the hierarchy, is entitled to a cut 
from the commissions of his juniors 
The company offers its agents a com 
mission of 75 per cent of their first 
year's collections and sets massive 
targets for fresh business every year, 
bwause the agents are keener to bag 
new pobcies than renew old ones 
But there is another side to the 
story Said an officer in the income 
tax department, “For the agent at 
the village level, getting fresh poh 
cies works out to be far more econo 
i^cal than collecting subscriptions 
for older ones The agent travels 
from home to home, but the companv 
never covers his costs of travel It is 
always better for him to start new | 
policies for which he gets a hand I 
some reward than travel long dis 
tances to collect only Rs 10 or Rs 20 ” 
The officer went on to aver that in 
reality, it is the senior field officers 
who walk off with the biggest slice of 
the cake “I have gone to the villages 
and seen the small time agents in 
tears They have to work so hard for 
so little, while the field officers lord 
It over them It is frankly a thankless 
’ob to work for Peerless at the lowest 
level ” 

The company can affoid to pay a 
high commission rate to its agents 
because credits to us revenue 
account for 96 per cent of the first 
year’s collections (The four pei cent 
IS kept aside for refund to politj 
holders in the event of accidental 
death) The agency system has seven 
distinct rungs, from top to bottom 
senior inspector, inspector, special 
organiser, organiser, sub organiser, 
special agent and agent At each 
level, a person may have several 
others working even directly ‘foi’ 
him, apart from those whom he con 
trols in the hierarchy The income of 
an agent, therefore, varies with the 
circumstances At the lowest level, 
an agent could be making something 
like Rs 100 a month (he gets a 
commission of roughly 25 per cent, 
after deducting the cuts for his 
'seniors’): whereas a senior inspector 
could be making as much as Rs one 
lakh a month, with a commission of 
one per cent from the earnings of 
agents directly under him, and half 
per cent from the collections of 
others under him in the hierarchy 
A large number of overzealous 
sigents get business by simply misus¬ 
ing authority Many who buy Peer¬ 
less cer^icates, espeaally in offices 
and 'establishments, are actually 
obliged to accept policies m ex¬ 
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change for ‘favours from above ’ The 
RBI report confirms this “Business 
IS drummed up by means that do not 
look above board For example, 
many of Peerless’ agents are house 
wives whose spouses occupy posi 
tions of power This offers ample 
scope for them to canvass deposits by 
the use of their husbands’ official 
position ’’ The agent is also often an 
influential person or his close rela 
tive, a man with the right conne 
xions He could be a politician (like 
the Congress I leader and former 
West Bengal minister Sushil Dhara), 
or a retired government official 
whose links are useful (like M 
Mazumdar, N C Dutt and K D Basu 
from the UC, and Nripen Mukherjee 
from the United Industrial Bank) No 
wondei a foimer Calcutta polite 


•The company’s Accounting proce¬ 
dure tends to understate its liability 
to depositors, the claim that its de¬ 
posit liabilities are more than co¬ 
vered by Its assets thus appears falla* 
Clous 

•The company benefits from an ex¬ 
cessively high lapsation of its savings 
schemes In 1979, the rate was 48 per 
cent, actually, ’t is said to be much 
higher now 

•The high lapsation rate results 
largely from the system of incentives 
to the field staff, who are given 
maximum encouragement to bring m 
fresh business but not renewals 

T he wholetime director’s replies to 
the allegations against Peerless 
were occasionally uncertain and 
iiielevant On the charge ot usinj 
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commissioner Debi Rty is the com 
pany’s chief security adviser 
Income tax officials who have stu 
died the working of Peerless ton 
firmed that while a large number of 
polity holders are illiterates from ru 
ral areas whom the agents persuade 
to ‘save’, a sizable number in the 
cities are literally forced into sub 
scribing, almost by w ay of extorting a 
tharida (donation) Subscribers are 
often lured with promises of loans 
“The agents in these cases are local 
toughs,” said an official A large 
number of polities are for small 
amounts between Rs 5,000 and Rs 
10,000, and invariably lapse before 
the second year (According to 
agents m Peerless, the actual lapsa 
tion rate is more than 70 per tent) 
Other charges against Peerless m 
the RBI report are 


tetms that are common in life insur¬ 
ance, Sunil Kumar Roy said, “Terms 
such as surrender value, paid up 
value etc are not the monopoly of 
Lie The dittionary gives their mean¬ 
ing I hey do not apply to LlC only " 
What about the hi^i lapsation rate of 
Peerless policies’ “Actually, if you 
see, our lapsation rate is not high 
Our policy holders can revive the 
policies bt'fore they mature In other 
instances, after a certain period they 
lapse ” Could he deny that the agents 
cashed in on new polities and did not 
often renew old ones’ “Not any 
more For the last three years we 
have been giving incentives for 
achieving a certain target of renew¬ 
als, too ” Why did his company insist 
on comparing its schemes to those 
under table 21 of the LlC schemes, 
1 which form a miniscule proportion of 
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O ne of the cases in the Calcutta. . 

High Court in M^hich Peerless is ' 
pitted against the RBI, utiioti gov^ 
erinneat and go\rernineat of West 
^ngal concerns the legality of 
' inidusion'within the purview of the ' 
1978 Act banning prize chits and 
' numey circulation schemes. Thd 
company argued that the Act does 
not apply to it and contested the 
closure notice served on it by the. 
state government. Ihe case has 
dragged on for six years now, and, 
as a top ranking Peerless agent 
‘ said, “will go on for another ten 
years.” 

Peerless’ petition stated that the 
business of the compsmy and the 
transactions entered into by it are 
not transactions or schemes con¬ 
templated by the definition of 
’money circulation scheme* or 
‘prize chit’ in section 2 of the 1976 
Act. The West Bengal government’s 
closure notice served on Peerless 
tm 10 August 1979, it said, was 
issued illegally and offends the 
rights guaranteed to the company 
by Article 305A of the Indian Con¬ 
stitution. “In the event it (the com¬ 
pany) is held to be within the, 
purview (of the 1978 Act),” the 
petition stated, “the action of the 
respondents in issuing notice...is 
discriminatory and offends Article 
14 of the Constitution (fun¬ 
damental right to equality).” Ex¬ 
pounding this point, the company’s 
lawyers argued that if Peerless was 
to close down under the 1978 Act, 
the Life Insurance Corporation of 
India, too, should be ordred to wind 
up since it was carrying on similar 
business. The 1978 Act, they «id 
“imposes unreasonable reStricritms 
on the rights of the shareholder ; 
company (and) offends Article .' 
I9(l)(g) of the. • Constitution {th4 
. freedom to carry on trade imd iihsi': 
ness)...” An interim injunction' wiia 
issued in favour of the compaoVr'. 

. restraining the state goyernmept 3 
^rom giving effea toxheproyiidqiMC'' 
of the 1978 Act 'witih tieijpa'a. i^V' 
Peeariess. ■ 

In 1980, . , 

. filed its affida^' 

;'*,‘«The peiftioni«.r||%«rie»s)c.'Ciiriifeav 
cm.’ husizteM coXtec^g.-'U^^iH^)^ ; 
lump' aum or In 

‘ meints fyt a speaf|<id.'ip^ 0 ^' Irmn '■f 
the' iBnml«rs..bf:'''’^; 

.' in.vest'.'the 

: 'JLil..■ r 



ps^lod, pt, duriitg^ 

.p^od, ifie pt^f ‘ 

, ihe money 

periodical^ luia^ Ihhip) 
with, mtereid^pc 
with bonus or 
' ctdled .to subs&rib^.; 
wisely such.VJ'Jl^* 
money and. retmm/ 

vored.rby the .__ . . . , . 

ctets given ih' SdtWa 

said Act...” - r :ir ■' r0it^ of whi'ch' iS'.mJHipn 
■The state' ■gdverpBMnt^'dsh»d'’J.char^%j 
that Peertess had be^‘^S|in^led'Odrf'f,!,^jS«ip«^ .matter- -l^at, is'-woi^';'-|i^'j 
for hostile disfcrMinatoiy con^rftti)!* sndri#'■ 

went or dwr .ai^ ifflf tlm, .rij^/;; aa'dr^art^oat 
guaranteed.'bjft wfele. •'j(!p^ftaavdJ$di^', 1 ^B,tprt»'dh'tfe»*^.;j: 

Constimtiofthad 1^ ihffiiigea.l^ 

the said-Botice^-.if'pUO^lntedVm;, j^didjptoed. ljuith' % .Uhttl^sf 
the compaiiy’s'''s>emd>ar; .saecOii^^ lildSfj .comm^cial banks, coo«^ 
ing procedure litwer whtch.riie fl^^ rival matdm .a^d Post ptfU». 
year's cotiectiotis :i^oin ,'g(;a^^.S of <jESRC’s. wfaidissHm% h 

holders are credited to ptofit anp; ' JdBBTPC states, *1ne claim 
loss account and,hot simwn -.PObris^ .-fhat. it trffers ‘attractis^r..; 
liability to the cemflcate-hoider l»/j . >li<^ttnteh»Me.,x>n a tot-"'; 

the balance riwet.**' As a reSult, it 
said, the liability of the cerdficatm. 
holder as disclosed jn the balance-. 
sheet does not r^lect the .actual 
amount collected' from the sub- 

In the case before die MRTPC, 
which Peerless has challenged in 
the Calcutta High Court, the com¬ 
pany faces some crucial questions. 

The Consumer Education and ^ 
search Centre (OERC) alleged that 
the company does not menticm in 
its advertisements the fact that It 

has been served a ^notice of cloriuit' ,, , . 

by the state government; that dtb.. i 
lapsation rate of its policies (48 


, . amotim.t^ifU 12,^^ deposited,,.. 

ret^a's only Rs 19,3064^ 
:4ii!heiS^s a cooperative bmik retwnf:' 
'Hs;^<)80,80.**11»o petition, goes ott': 

afe rite, schemes 100 pet 
' >'0^a)Kurd»,hs per the Olepasit 
xiijrtmee'and i^redit Guarantee^CpS^;'| 
Acl '1981, all deposits, in,'5 
-,caiiB|!wriCiBl imnks are cornpuiimi!^ ■ 
.ipsurb^'d.' ^ ^^er this ■ ins-u^iud^?^ 

fails.* 

..sj,.. 

hoBhrs-i^.P^ 
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I4C’s total business? “We are com¬ 
paring our policies with those of 
table 21 because they are of the same 
type. They involve no life risk. And 
since they are the same type, why not 
give our policy-holders an income tax 
rebate too?” Why does Peerless offer 
lower interest rates than other gov¬ 
ernment savings schemes? “Our 
main purpose is savings and accu¬ 
mulation of funds. We do not invite 
people to invest. For investment, the 
minimum amount would be Rs 
1,000.” How did he explain the un¬ 
rest among field officers? “In a large 
family, brothers fight with each 
other, and the parents resolve the 
matter. It's just like that. We have 
now come to an agreement on what 
they were demanding—the sembl¬ 
ance of a salary at certain levels.” 

Roy supplemented his answers 
with some publicity literature in a 
brochure' “Nineteen million Indians 
are Peerless certificate holders. Ev¬ 
ery one of the 19 million Peerless 
certificate-holders contributes to the 
building of a better India because 
over Rs (lOO crores saved through 
Peerless upio June, 198!>, is invested 
in government custody to help real¬ 
ise national priorities; Peerless has 
created .self-employment for over 
3,50,000 persons without any outside 
help. Peerless ofters full refund on 
certificates sut rendered after seven 
years. Peerless puts every paisa of 
the certificate-holders’ funds in gov¬ 
ernment custody—fixed deposits and 
GP notes—in nationalised banks for 
100 per cent security. Peerless is 
permitted to withdraw this money to 
pay certificate-holders only not for 
any other purpose The security of 
the small man who saves through 
Peerless is thus total. The Company's 
procedure of treating the first year's 
subscription as revenue account is 
perfectly scientific. Even after doing 
this the ceitificate holders’ interest 
remains fully protected, because the 
social welfare scheme fund at any 
particular point of time, togethei 
with future subscriptions—that is all 
second and subsequent years’ sub¬ 
scriptions accumulated with com¬ 
pound interest at a certain rate as 
specified by the actuary—will be 
sufficient to meet all kinds of claims 
such as maturity value or paid-up 
value i.e, contractual liability to the 
certificate-holders At Peerless every 
discontinuation does not mean lor- 
feiture. The company allows the 
facility of an automatic non¬ 
forfeiture clause on just two years’ 
completed subscriptions. At Peer¬ 
less, a discontinued certificate can 

, be revived even without payment of 
arrears of subscription, as per special 
revival schemes.” (sic) 

tUMOAY ft.-U Seowt-i!)*. iMt. 




Peerles-s’ head office in Calcutta *“1" 

“Some people say that our rate ol 
interest is moderate,” the brochuie 
goes on. “The company invests the 
entire certificate-holders’ hinds m 
government ciistodv, wliere icturns 
are modest but security is total It 
would be unscientific for the tom 
pany to offer higher rates of interest, 
than it can earn from investment m 
government uistodv .Sinh piioi itv to 
safeiit investment is tar more impor¬ 
tant, in the publit interest than earn¬ 
ing the higher interest ” (sic) 

H aving grown to the position of 
India’s 'largest non-banking sav¬ 
ings company’ (a permanent line in 
its advertisements), Peerless is now 
taced with the gigantic task of man 
aging itself. The death oi its former 
n anaging director, B K Kov, a mov¬ 
ing spirit behind the company, has 
made the task even more difficult To 
add to the confusion, there was talk 
of a succession stn ggle between the 
chief agent Ashoke B. Choudhury, 
who controls the company’s agents 
and field officers, and Sunil Kumar 
Roy, the wholetime director and 
brother of B.K. Roy Choudhury, 
who owns the Ityadi group of publica¬ 
tions and has assumed the leadership 
of the 35,000-strong Peerless Field 
Officers Association iPFOA), claims 
to give the . ompany 80 per cent oi its 
business and complains that he still 


dues not hold a single share. S.K. Roy 
dismisses this talk lightly; 
Choudhury, he says, should be grate- 
tul to the company for having been so 
richly rewarded for his work. 

Choudhury’s field officers have 
been giving the company enough 
trouble. They have been agitating for 
quite some lime for regular payment 
of commissions and other benefits, 
and had threatened to boycott work 
for an indefinite period from 17 July 
unless the management accepted two 
of their primary demands These are 
a permanen' "llowance of Rs 1.500 
per month to each senior inspc-ctoi 
and inspector at the compleiion of 
five years of service, and the con¬ 
tinuance of the present rates of com¬ 
mission, regardless ol the permanent 
allowance. For seme time, the niai - 
agement was reluctant to negoti.tti 
On 4 July Choudhury declared that 
the association’s members would 
gherau their respective branch man 
agers throughout the country and 
make representations to the chief 
ministers of all states tliev had 
offices tn. 

Soon the management yielded. A 
settlement was arrived at. The com¬ 
pany agreed to pay a retainer of Rs 
750 a month to those earning month 
ly commissions of Rs 0-500; Rs 1,000 
to those earning Rs 501-1,500 and Rs 
1,200 a month to those earning Rs 
1,501 and above The retainer was 
essentially meant to cover costs of 
travel, which are consideired to be 
highest at the inspector/senior in¬ 
spector level 

Peace may have returned to Peerless 
but will the government consider tak¬ 
ing over or indirectly controlling it? 
For one thing, the company has 
tremendous potential to be a source of 
funds in the ,Seventh plan, under which 
the government plans to muster an 
astronomical Rs 1,80,000 crores. Says 
A.B. Choudhury, “In this country, peo¬ 
ple are not in the habit of sa\^ng. They 
can only be persuaded lo save by 
campaigning from door to door. Banks 
and others cannot affoid to do this So 
Peerless should be exploited It is the 
only company with such a network of 
agents.” 

The fad is that the demand for 
nationalising Peerless has been 
growing louder of late. The Peerless 
Emplovees Union had urged the 
'West Bengal chief minister Jyoti 
Basu to persuade the centre to take 
over the company “in the larger 
ihieresi of millions of certificate- 
hoklers, lakhs of field staff and em¬ 
ployees” who were in a state of 
uncertainty over 'he fate of the cases. 
Will the government step in? 

Nimuri MHra, Cafcuina 
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Punjab 

Countdown to the Polls 

While intra-party dissension over the question of boycotting the elections has 
divided the ‘United” Akaii Dal, the Congress(I) and the Akali Dal(Longowal) 
are gearing up for the crucial battle oj the ballot 


J arnail Singh Bhindranwak, the 
militant Sikh leader, is dt‘ad 
but his hukam (order) is still 
strictly followed and hence the 
decision of the “United” Akali Ual 
(UAD) to boycott the Puntab polls 
To quote Jagjit Singh Rode, the 
eldest brother of Bhindtanwale, 
"Mahapurakhan^ithe title bv which 
Bhindranwale is addressed by his 
followers now) he saneha pheiea see 
kee assi chon na Jarae (the great man 
had sent a message that we should 
not contest the elections) ” Mi Rode 
conveyed the message of his younger 
brother, now both a legend and a cult 
in Sikh politics, during a meeting of 
the UAD leaders in the pattv office 
within the Golden Temple complex 
convened to take a final decision 
whether the party should participate 
in the elections in Puntab or not 
Jagjit Singh Rode, now a srnioi 
functionary of the UAD and a me m 
ber of the paity’s nine member ad 
hoc committee with Baba Jogindei 
Singh as the acting convenoi, used 
the saneha of the Mahapuiakhan 
(the message of the gieat man) as the 



tiiimp caid when he found that the 
pairs leaders weie almost evenh 
divided-on the question of taking 
pan in the Punjab polls'Followers of 
Bhindranwak from the Damdama 
Sahib Taksal of Chowk Mehta in 
Amiiisai distiict, and leaders of the 
All India Sikh Students Fedeiation 
(AlSSl ), the UAD secietaiy Suiat 
Singh Khalsa and Jag|it Singh Rode 
were opposed to contesting the elec 
tions Reined general Naiindci 
Singh, one of the rnanv seiiioi supei 
annuated army oftueis who came 
under the spell of Bhindranwak and 
who was present at the UAD meeting 
also advocated a boycott of the polls 
But then there weit the powei 
hungry Akali leadeis like Atma 
Singh Paikash Singh Maiitha Ut 
jagai Singh Sekhowan Mohitidei 
Singh Sarupwali and Mohindei Singh 
Sainvawali, all Prakash Singh Bad 
al's men in the UAD who unequivo 
tally favoured taking part in the 
elections 

riu Baba who jncsidtd ovei the 
mi< ting of the I AD ad hoi advisory 
committee and convtnois of the dis 
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SwiwIb (Ml) and Baba Joginder; battle lines drawn 


tiict units on 25 August patiently 
listened to the views of party col 
leagues At the end of the meeting, 
the aged leader was empowered to 
take a final decision on the issue 
within two days At this (point 
fagpt Singh Rode conveyed the 
“message of the Mahapurakhan ” to a 
gi oup of pai ty leaders So in the 
word spread that Teerwala Baba 
(anothei title by which Bhindran 
wale IS popularly known) had 
ordained that the party should 
boycott the polls It is an open secret 
that the tollowerslandadmirers of the 
militant Sikh leader still do not be 
lit VC that he is dead They say that 
“he sends messages and orders to us 
He IS fine and soon he will reap¬ 
pear ’ According to highly placed 
intelligence sources .Sikhs residing 
abi oad who were interested in ensur 
ing that notmalcy did not return to 
Puniab piessiirised Baba Joginder 
Singh to boyiott the polls 
Two days alter the crucial meeting, 
Baba fngindei Singh announced the 
boycott ol the Assembly and Lok 
Sabha elections in Punjab in a signed 
statement issued from the party 
oflice Surat Singh Khalsa, the UAD 
secretary and a close confidant of the 
Baba, issued the statement at a press 
conference in the party office on the 
afternoon of 28 August The Baba 
had left the temple complex minutes 
befoie his much awaited statement 
was issued to the press ’ 

T he Baba’s statement announcing 
the party’s decision to boycott the 
Punjab polls began with a reference 
to the agitation launched by his son, 
Sant Bhindranwale, on 19 July 1982. 
Bhindranwale had started a morcha 
demanding the release of the AISSF 
piesident Bhai Amrik Singh and 
Baba Thara Singh, the manager of 
the Curdwara Gurdarshan Parkash 
at Chowk Mehta which had been the 
headquarters of the militant Sikh 
leader While Amrik Singh was 
arrested from the Amntsar district 
courts on 19 July, Thara Singh was 
taken into custody the next day also 
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from the district courts Both Amrik 
Singh and Thara Singh were among 
the close confidants ofBhindranwale 

Baba Joginder Singh listed the 
following reasons for boycotting the 
Punjab polls 

•During the storming of the Golden 
Temple by the army on 3 June 1984, 
2,S00 copies of the holy Guru Granth 
Sahib were set on fire besides dam 
age to the Hanmandir Sahib and 
Akal Fakht Moreover, thousands of 
innocent children, men and women 
including members of the Damdama 
Sahib Tdksal and members of the 
AISSF weie killed in the action 

•The anti Sikh riots in Delhi and 
other paits of the country after the 
asSassihation of Indira Gandhi 

•The peisecution and even killing of 
Sikh soldiers who left their barracks 
aftii hearing about the attack on the 
Golden Temple and the Akal Takht 

Afti r the decision of the UAD not 
to tight the polls, the question upper 
most in the minds of the people in 
the troubled state is will the follow 
01 s ol Bhindranwale and the AISSF 
boys disrupt the polls’ Said Rajinder 
Kaui, the Istn Akali Dal piesident 
and oaughtei ol the foimei Akali 
thief, Mastet Tara Singh, “I 
appichei.d large stale violence dur 
ing the olettion 1 won’t be surprised 
if many tandidates are killed” 

The “United” Akali Dal’s decision 
to hoytotr the polls has turned out to 
be fatal lor it as a political party, Foi, 
despite the warning by Surat Singh 
Khalsa secittary of the UAD, that 
“stiiti action” would be taken 
against those who t untested the elec 
tions in violation of the party’s direc 
live, many MPs and MLAs of the 
UAD have already approached the 
Akali Dai (Longovval) for tickets In 
fact, act 01 ding to sources, some sup 
poi tei s of Pi akash Singh Badal in the 
UAD are believed to have expiessed 
their desire to return to the Akali Dal 
(Longowal) 

At the time of filing this report, the 
split which seemed imminent in the 
“United” Akah Dal over the question 
of participation in the forthcoming 
elections in Punjab on 25 September 
became a leality when jagdev Singh 
Talwandi and his supporters left 
Baba Joginder Singh to 
contest the elections on their own 
Announcing the decision of the 
partymen, Jaswtnder Singh Brar told 
newsmen that a former minister Ra 
jinder Singh Cheema had been made 
the acting president in place of Tal 
wandi Mr Brar also said that his 
party would contest all the Punjab 
Lok Sabha seats as well as 11 Assem 
bly seats in the elections. 


M eanwhile the mela is back at 24, 
Akbar Road, the headquarters of 
the AICC(I) in New Delhi Makeshift 
tea stalls, vendors hawking pakotas 
and fruit chats, the familiar old man 
dusting the framed portraits of In 
dira Gandhi and Rapv Gandhi eveiv 
time such an occasion Comes, cars 
parked bumper to bumper, Congres 
s(I) bigwigs buznng in and out and 
the hundreds of ticket seekets and 
their eager hangers on jostling to 
enter a general secretai y s room—all 
lend the mela us charactei Not all 
the guns and threats not all the 
blood spilt in Puniab seemed to have 
deterred the Congressmen Nobody 
could tell fiom then numbers and 
spirits that politics w.is a hazaidou^ 
business m Punjab Lven those in 
charge of scrutinising the applica 
tions weie taken bv surprise Re 
marked a loint secretary of the AIC 
C(l) “1 had never expected so many 
to turn out we have almost been 
flooded ” Indeed consideiing that 
onlv one slate was going to *^116 polls, 
the crowd at 24, Akbai Road was a 
record of soits almost yompeting in 
numbers with the one that had flock 
ed to the party headquaiters in 
March when Assembly elections 
were held in 11 states The v,ray the 
party high command went about 
selecting the candidates belied all 
rumours floating around that the 
Congress(l) would only put up a 
“token fight' as patt of a “secret 
understanding' with the Akalt Dal 
(Longowal) The impiession one / ot 
was that the ruling party at the 
centre was serious about contesting 
the elections 

Prom the initial stigts ol the com 
plex ticket distiibution pioctss 
adopted by the AICC(l) the lok oi 
the Punjab election loniinittee 
(PFC), which was supposed to have 
foiwarded candidatures to the high 
command, was relegated to the back 
giound Instead, the lesponsibihtv of 
scieening the aspirants was given to 
three joint secietanes of the AH' 
C(I) Taiun Gogoi, I.igdish Ivilei 
and P Chidambaiam A' i supcivis 
ing the oveiall scrutiny, weie the 
AICC(l) general secietaiv, Raitndra 
Kumari Baipai and RS Spariow, 
piesident of the Punjab Piadesh 
Congiess Committer The obvious 
reison for the dilution ol the lole tif 
the PFC was that the unit—full of 
people who have their axe^ to giind 
in Punjab—was not impartial in its 
tieatment of prosjiective candidates 
The party high command had in fact 
received several complaints to this 
effeit by gtoups which had tome to 
New Delhi 

The cnteiia foi the selection of 
cand dates for Punjab was slightly 
diffetent from the one used during 



the Assembly elections earlier. To be 
sure, the Congressfl) had not aban¬ 
doned Its search for “young, clean, 
dynamic people who will form a new 
breed of politicians,” but as far as 
Punjab was concerned they also 
wanted to be “sure of the recent 
records of the people ” A significant 
part of the interview time was de 
voted to questions about a candi¬ 
date’s views on extremism, his role in 
the state in last four vears and his 
views on how to counter terrorism 
Though not many political obser 
vers have been surprised by the 
determined bid of the Congress(I) in 
Punjab, several of them were 
apprehensive of what could be the 
outcome of such a policy The flunk 
ing among a section of the opposition 
leadership which has participated in 
several rounds of talks with the Aka 
Iis was that the Congres5(l) could 
indeed coast to victory in Punjab “1 
cannot but wonder what might hap 
pen in the state if the Congressfl' 
were to come to power in Punjab 
again,” said one senior opposition 
leader T he announcement on 28 Au 
gust that the “United” Akali Dal led 
by Baba Joginder Singh was going to 
boycott the polls had made the snua 
tion more complex It meant that 
even aftei the elections there would 
remain in Punjab a section which 
would refuse to accept the results 

T he opjiosition parties, in disarray 
and ovei taken bv the rapid de 
velopments in Punjab, were still 
seaichmg for a slogan What would 
they tell the people’ The main issues 
of the Punjab poll are expected to be 
ti iiorism, the Punjab accord and the 
assassination of Sant Longowal, sub 
jects on which the Congress(I) and 



B.S. Ramoowalia (centre), farmer AluU Dai 
MP, diseuwing poll strmegies witli puty 
workers at Longowal viBagr 
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'‘The Sikhs Want Me to Join Politics" 


Bimal Kholsa, widow of Mrs Gandhi's assassin, Beant Singh's, told Sunday 


ft: One has heard a lot of talk that 
Vyou will be joining politics, h it 
true? Has any political party 
approached you yet? 

A: Yes, some people from the 
“United” Akali Dal and the All 
India Sikh Students Federation 
(AISSF) came to me in this connec¬ 
tion. Sikhs in general want me to 
join politics. 

Q; Can you name some prominent 
leaders or members of political par¬ 
ties who have met you and asked 
you to join them? 

A: No prominent personality has 
come to meet me. Even if they had, 
how could I ask them their names? 

Q: Which political party would 
you like to join? 

A: 1 have told those who 
approached me that the Akali Dal 
and the “United” Akali Dal should 
merge. If such an unity does take 
place I shall like to contest the 
elections on their behalf. 1 would 
prefer to be an independent candi- 





Bimal Khalsa with her children at home 


date (if the two parties do not 
unite). 

Q: Where would you get the 
funds to contest the election as an 
independent candidate? 

A: Bathere Sikh masses ne paisa 
den nu, te AISSF ne vee menu 
kahia hai ke mein kisse wallon vee 
kbaree ho jawan woh meri madad 
karange (There are a number of 
Sikhs who will give me the neces¬ 
sary finance. Apart from this, the 
AISSF has also assured me of finan¬ 
cial support if I contest the elec¬ 
tions, no matter which party I rep¬ 
resent). 

Q- What do you propose to do for 
the people of Punjab if you are 
elected? 

A; I will serve the panth. Pantb jo 
kahega asin karange (Whatever the 
panth desires of us, we will obey). 

Q: Surely you would like to do 
something for the people of Punjab 
if you win the elections. Have you 
any concrete plan you would under¬ 



take for the people? 

.4: Dekho ji main taan sirph sewa 
he kar sakdi haan, hor mere kol 
kuchhnahin.Merako wada nahin. Jo 
vee sewa panth de ho sakegi 
karenge (I can only serve. I have 
nothing else to give. I don’t make 
any promises. Whatever service I 
can render to the panth, I shall 
willingly do). 

Q: Where would you like to con¬ 
test from? 

A; From Chamkaur Sahib in 
Ropar district. It is a reserved con¬ 
stituency and since I am a Ramdasi 
Sikh (a backward class), I qualify 
for the seat. 

Q: To digress a little. A question 
about your personal life: how is life 
without Beant Singh? 

A: Marne wala taan mar gaya 
bhugat to main rahin aan ya mere 
bachhe (The dead is gone and now 
the problems are being faced by me 
and my children). 

Q:Do you think what your hus¬ 
band did was justified? 

A: Ohna nu te vaheguru ton ju 
hukam hoa ohi pura kina (he 
obeyed the orders of God). But for 
God’s orders, who would think of 
doing something that would sepa¬ 
rate him from his children forever? 
A man who had never raised his 
hand against anyone could not have 
thought of lifting a weapon unless 
desired by God. 

Q: What do you think of the 
Punjab-centre accord? 

A: The Sant (Sant Longowal) 
should have stuck to the pre¬ 
condition of release of all Sikhs in 
jail. I feel the accord is good. Peo¬ 
ple are quite happy about it. 
Intervhtwad by MU Shantm, 

Chandigarh 


the .4kali Dal (L) would be the prin¬ 
cipal voices. But to be fail to them, 
the opposition parties had no great 
illusions about the Punjab elections 
eithei. The CPI and the CPI(Mi had 
decided onlv days alter the 
announcement of the polls that they 
would forge an albatue, Keeping m 
mind the pockets of influence that 
the CPI has in Punjab, such an 
approach seemed prudent The Bhar¬ 
atiya Janata Party iBJPi had decided 
to contest 2,'> of the 11" Assembly 
seats and four tif the 11 Lok Sabha 
seats from Punjab. The Janata Party 
wanted to have an alliance with the 
Akali DaUL) but the toiifusum in the 


Akali ranks left them confounded. 
The Lok Dal was more concerned 
about the candidature of former 
Haryana chief minister, Devi Lai, 
who had only recently resigned from 
the Assembly in protest against the 
Punjab accord, from Meham. As one 
opposition leader remarked: "Talk of 
the opposition’s attitude to the Pun¬ 
jab poll IS the same as talking of rhe 
stakes of the Gomantak party (Khob- 
lagade group) in Punjab.” 

Meanwhile, perhaps unsure of the 
law' and order situation in Punjab, 
the chief election commissioner, R.K. 
Trivedi asked for assurances both 
from the union home ministry and 


the Punjab government on the peace¬ 
ful conduct of polls and the safety of 
candidates. Senior opposition lead¬ 
ers have protested against the lack of 
security in the state in the wake of 
the assassination of Sant Longowal 
and said that campaigning for them 
might be difficult. Their argument 
was that though people like the 
Prime Minister can afford to go out 
with the massive security screen 
around him, it would not be so easy 
for the opposition leaders and party 
workers to go around in Punjab. 

Santeav Gaur, AmtHaar 

MU Shaima, Chand^uh 

and Sankarahan Thaktir, New Oedd 
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^niie Disenfranchisement is 
Unconstitiitionai” 

Hiteswar Saikia, chief minister of Assam, told Sunday 


■ Mr chief minister, are you real- 
V* ly happy with the accord? 

A: The accord is nice. A very good 
accord. Yes, I am happy. 

Q: But you had to dissolve the 
Assembly. You will perhaps lose a 
large part of the minority votes, 
your own partymen are dissatis¬ 
fied... 

A' Till now, we have not been 
able to explain the accord in its 
proper perspective. Minorities will 
not lose anything. In fact, they have 
gained much. We have to make 
them understand this fact. For the 
first time, we have been able to 
regularise all the minority people. 
That is, those who came to the state 
up to 1970. For the present of 
course, it is those who came before 
1966 (who will gain). But after ten 
years, it is up to 1970. That is, when 
the brief period of disenfranchise¬ 
ment will be over, all who came to 
Assam up to 1970 will be regula¬ 
rised. Minorities—both religious 
and linguistic—who came from 
East Pakistan had been exploited, 
victimised. They were illiterate, 
poor, innocent. Most of them could 
not procure citizenship certificates. 
They felt insecure. Now, there is no 
question of procuring certificates. 
By the accord, they have been reg¬ 
ularised. This part is settled for 
ever. It’s so nice. 

Q: What about your personal 
position? 

A: All right. I am fully protected. 

Q: How ? 

A: I am still the chief minister. 

Q: Previously you wanted 1971 as 
the cut-off year. You also said that 
disenfranchisement of .some people 
for some years was absurd, uncon¬ 
stitutional. Now the accord accepts 
1966 as the cut-off year and prop¬ 
oses disenfranchisement of the 
1966-1971 entrants. And yet you 
welcomed the accord. How do you 
explain this shift in position ? 

A: Till today, it (the disenfran¬ 
chisement) is unconstitutional. 
■Constitution must be amended (to 
implement it). In the Constitution 
there is no provision for disenfran¬ 
chisement. 

Q: But the union home minister 
in his Guwahati press conference 




categorically said that there was no 
bar under the Indian Constitution 
for the implementation of the ' 
accord. \ 

A. He may say so. But 1 have not ! 
seen such a clause in the Constitu- { 
tion. We must do something in i 
Parliament. May be, pass an execu- j 
tive order or something like that at 
least. 

Q: We were talking about your 
shifting position. 

A: Yes. See, people (who came 
between 1966 and 1971) are being 
disenfranchised for a brief period, i 
Then it tthe voting right) will be I 



restored. Your other point about 
the cut-off year. Wo are not shifting 
our position. 1971 is still the cut-off 
year for detection and deportation 
(of foreigners). 1966 is not the cut¬ 
off year for deportation. It (1966) is 
a base year for disenfranchisement. 
And only for ten years. So, for all 
practical purposes, 1971 is the cut¬ 
off year. (The question of) 1966 will 
disappear after 1995. So, in the long 
run, 1971 will stay as the cut-off 
year. 

Q: How do you identify 1995? The 


accord says, disenfranchisement 
period will start from the date of 
detection. So, even in 1996 one may 
be detected as a foreigner and then 
disenfranchised. The sword is al¬ 
ways there. 

A: No, no. We have to complete 
the whole process (of detection) 
within one year. We must do that. 

No detection after that. It cannot be 
a long-drawn process. There is 
another point. Di.senfranchisement 
process will exclude those whose 
names were there in the 1967 Elec¬ 
toral rolls. So for all practical pur¬ 
poses, disenfranchisement will 
affect only those whose names are 
not there in the 1967 rolls. 

Q: You maintain that disenfran¬ 
chisement IS unconstitutional. So it 
may be challenged in the Supreme 
Court? 

A- (Laughs) I am not a lawyer... 
But 1 say, it is not possible to 
execute this unless something is 
done in Parliament. 

Q: Didn’t you insist till recently 
that Assam elections can be held on 
the basis of the 1979 rolls ? 

A: We have always wanted inten¬ 
sive revision of voters list up to 
1.1.1985. But yes, we wanted 1979 
as the base year for electoral roils. 

Q- Now that it would be held on 
the basis of the revised 1971 rolls, is 
not the election which was held in 
1983 on the basis of 1979 rolls 
rendered invalid ? 

A: Why will it be so? Then the 
situation was different. After that 
we all agreed to 1971 (as the base 
year for electoral rolls). 

Q: There is no specific provision 
in the accord anywhere .saying that 
the forthcoming elections will be 
held according to the 1971 rolls. 
Then bow is it presumed that this 
time elections can be held on the 
basis of the 1971 rolls? 

A. We do not say elections will 
take place according to 1971 rolls. 
Intensive revision is being carried 
our to include (in the voters list) the 
names of all those citizens who 
came to the state up to 1.1.1985. 
However, scrutiny will be based on 
the 1971 rolls. 

Q: The agreement implies that 
the present revised rolls would 
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have to be tallied with the 1967 
rolls Post 1966 foreigners will have 
to be detected and disenfranchised 
A That IS not necessary now, that 
will take place after the elections 
Q Which means that those who 
came between 1966 to 1971 will be 
able to vote in these elections > 
A Certainly 

0 But will the AASU agree to 
this proposition^ 

A Otherwise, why did they agree 
to elections being held so soon^ 

Q VTest Bengal chief minister 
Jyoti Bdsu has reacted sharply 
against the accord What do you 
think of it^ 

A I think, he has not understood 
it clearly He would not have ob 
jected if he really understood the 
accord 

Q But do you not agree that a 
large number of people will be 
rendered stateless bv this accord^ 
They will cease to have any basic 
rights foi a certain period 
A Some people will lose their 
voting rights But that’s all They 
will lose nothing else Actually, 
28,900 people belonging to reli 
gious minority groups would be 
affected and that too, partially 


1971 is the date 
fhr the detedtioii and 
deportation of 
foreigners for all 
practical purposes. 
1966 is a temporary 
phase, it will pass 
away. 


Q There is an impression that all 
these people having no voting 
rights will be dispossessed of their 
land and property as well 
A No, no They will not be dispos 
sessed in any way That is not the 
case They are as good as we are in 
all cases, except that they will not 
have voting rights 

Q The minorities are vcrv un 
happy with the accord and already 
a movement is building up On the 


other side, the movement suppor 
ters are also becoming thieatening 
Don’t you think, all these may esca 
late violence ’ 

A We shall try to protect the 
minorities All steps will be taken 
to pi event violence But yes, we 
had some violent incidents On 16 
August one Youth Congress vice 
president and his brother were kil 
led Then there had been some 
cases of assault un Congressmen 

Q By the supporters of the move 
ment ^ 

A By the supporters of the move 
ment 

Q What art voui election pros 
pects ^ Minorities once constituted 
your vote bank But that support 
base is now depleting 1 believe 

A If we can explain the accord in 
proper way they will support us 

Q Do vou propose to make the 
next election a refeiendum lor ex 
tending the cut off vear from 1966 
to 1971^ 

A It IS 1971 alreadv That is, for 
all piactical pui poses 1966 is a 
temporary phase, it will pass away i 
We welcome the accord in all its 
aspects 

Intenriewad by Alapan Bandyopadhyay, 
Ouwabatf 


Burning. Itching. Bleeding. 
The early symptoms of piles. 

Act now-avoid surgery later. 


Piles IS a common ailment 
But if neglected, the problem 
could become serious and 
even make an operation 
necessary 

An effective treatment 
for piles IS Preparation H*, 
recommended bv leading 

doctors abroad , 

• 

The remarkable formula t 

of Preparation H medicated ' 
ointment not only quickly 
relieves pain and itching, 
but can actually shrink and 
heal inflammed tissues. 


Preparation H also lubricates 
and makes bowel movement 
less painful 


•. 
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A V avudoot Dormer ideal for India 

Our Very Own Domiers 

The fust of a new class of light aircraft.absemhled in India, will take to the skies soon 


A new class of light transpoit 
dll (raft would be tested in In 
did in Ottobei this year when 
the first Dormer 228 built by 
the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAD would roll out of the hangars 
in Kanpur The Dormer 228, built to 
meet the specific requirements of 
the 1980s IS the second light commu 
ter carrier to be manufactured by 
HAL with foreign collaboiation, the 
first being th** HS 747 with Great 
Britain The Dormer deal was final 
ised in 1981 to meet the pressing 
need of such a small aircraft for the i 
Indian Nayy, the Air I orce.the coast | 
guatds and the newly mtioduced 
feedef seryice airline, Vayudoot It | 
took seven years and the recom I 
mendations of five high level tom 
mittees to decide on indigenous pro 
duction of the Dormer at the under 
utilised HAL plant at Kanpur, the 
low operational cost of the 19 seater 
commuter, giving it an edge above 
the other aircraft in the race 
Already 10 Doimers are flying with I 
the Vayudoot the Oil nd natural 1 
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Gas Commission (ONGC) the diret 
tor general of civil aviation (DGCA) 
and the coast guards which have laid 
to lest doubts about the Indo 
German collaboiation and tht wis 
dom to grant the licence for manuf ac 
ture of such a small an craft by UAL 
However, the real bieakthiough 
would come when the fust phase of 
the production schedule would be 
complete and Vavudoot receives its 
fust Indian assembled Dormer 
Doubts about the manufacture of 
the Dormer are ciiculating in spite of 
the sound performance of the air 
ctaft in Indian conditions In 1981 
when the collaboration was finalised j 
theie were thiee light transpoii air 
ciaft which had been shortlisted bv 
the ministry of civil aviation and i 
department of defence production 
They were the Canadian Twin Ottei, I 
the Spanish Ca,a and the Dormer, all 
of which were 19 seaters The Saab I 
Fairchild - a 140 twin engine turbop 
rop—a produi t of Swi dish Amern an 
collaboiation was \ late eniiani lor 
the licence to manufactute in India I 


The Saab Tan child, a 14 seatei | 
which was 10 pci tent more fuel 
efficient than the others, according 
to some aviation experts was the 
most suitable for the expanding 
needs of India’s light commuter air 
traffic requirements The Dormer, 
according to committee reports on 
the choice of airtrafr for the 
Vayudoot and licence manufacture, 
had a low operational cost and an , 
excellent short take off and landing 
(STOL) capability 
In May this yeai months before 
the first phase of the Dormer HAL 
combine was to end, the ownership of 
the parent company changed hand' 

On IS May negotiations concluded 
between the Dormer group and the 
Daimler Benz, makers of the Mer 
cedes Benz, for the transfei of 60 per 
cent of holdings of the company and 
immediately questions on implica 
tions of the Daimler Benz and Dor¬ 
mer deal on the manufacture of the 
19 seater in India weie raised On ’I 
August, Sure-ih Kalmadi, Ci 
gress(S) Member of Parliameii 
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raised the matter of any major 
changes in the contract signed be¬ 
tween the West German company 
and HAL in the Rajya Sabha. As the 
member was assured, no major al¬ 
teration in schedule was ever likely 
to take place and the representatives 
of the Dornier company in India 
affirmed that in spite of the Daimler- 
Benz having a majority holding in the 
company, the HAL collaboration was 
not to be altered. Ifwas also said that 
as five complete assembly kits had 
already arrived at Kanpur, the deliv¬ 
ery of the planes was to be on 
schedule. 

According to Harsh Vardhan, 
general manager of Vayudoot, which 
is the main beneficiary of the con¬ 
tract and is to receive the first batch 
of Dorniers from HAL, the commu¬ 
ters were being used for a maximum 
utility by the feeder airline in va¬ 
rious sectors. Vayudoot which was 
established in 1981 and has become 
one of the world’s fastest-growing 
feeder airline, was flying its passen¬ 
gers in planes borrowed from the 
Indian Airlines, till the first two 
Dornier-228s were ferried from 
Munich. Vayudoot’s first official 
scheduled flight was inaugurated on 
2 January 1985 from Delhi to Rae 
Bareiliandon to Lucknow and Dehra 
Dun. Today, the Vayudoot with its 
fleet of nine aircraft, including three 
Dorniers flies to 37 stations and is 
likely to reach its target of 50 sta¬ 
tions by the end of this year. Said 
Harsh Vardhan: “The Vayudoot, 
which will be the largest user of the 
Dornier,was established as a regional 
air carrier, to build up with a mini¬ 
mum infrastructure and utilise some 
of the smaller runways constructed 
during the Second World War. The 
Dornier was selected after years of 
deliberations since it was a small- 
seater suiting the specific require¬ 
ments of such a feeder service and 
used the most sophisticated technol¬ 
ogy available anywhere in the world 
at that time.”Some experts felt that 
the Saab-Fairchild, a 34-seater, was 
unsuitable for the Vayudoot and was 
never seriously considered for the 
feeder airline. 

W hile the world’s “biggest little 
airline,” Vayudoot .would be the 
first to fly the HAL-assembled Dor¬ 
niers to meet its expansion program¬ 
me, by 1986 more Dorniers are to be 
delivered to the Indian Air Force, the 
coast guard and Indian Navy. The 
contract between HAL and Dornier 
envisages the open manufacture of 
an excess of 100 light transports in 
India for a variety of uses. Pushpin- 
der Singh, the Dornier representa¬ 
tive in New Delhi, explained that 



against complaints of the Dormer not 
being a proven aircraft in this part of 
the world and allegations that the 
Dornier was using India as a testing 
ground to manufacture a commuter 
aircraft which was still on the draw¬ 
ing-board stage in Germany, the Dor¬ 
nier was flying in all parts of the | 
world. Over 30 countries are flying it: 
from the South Pole in Antarctica to 
Oman. He added: “There has been no 1 
major deviation from the contract 
which we signed with HAL. There 
have been marginal delays, some of 
which could be attributed to, the 
non-suitability of HAL factories in 
India. The Dornier is the only airline 
commuter in the world which could 
have suited the trying conditions of 
airline commutation. When the 
Prime Minister inaugurates the 
flight of the first HAL-assembled 
Dornier later this year, it would mark 
a high point of the collaboration.” 

A more sophisticated usage of the 
Dornier-228 would be undertaken by 
the director-general of civil aviation 
(DGCA) when it receives two fully- 
equipped Dorniers for the purpose of 
calibration of ground facilities. 
Senior officials in the department 
explained that the high technology 
equipment required for the cali¬ 
brated aircraft, called the flight in¬ 
spection system (FIS) was to be fitted 
into the Dornier-228, orders for 
which are soon to be placed. Accord¬ 
ing to other aviation experts, one of 
the major impediments being faced 
by the department, which is also 
responsible for maintaining the safe¬ 


ty standards for the HAL-Dornier i 
deal is the finalisation of the nature 
of equipment for the Dorniers, It is 
believed that the DGCA has issued a 
letter of intent to purchase the FIS 
systems from the Norsk Marconi 
Company of Norway, for which 
quotations have not been asked from 
other avionics firms including the 
Sierra Research Company of USA, 
which produces the most sophisti¬ 
cated FIS systems. Also, since the 
deal has been signed with the help of 
Dornier in favour of the Norsk Mar¬ 
coni, the government would have to 
go per force for the purchase of 
ground laboratory equipment for the 
FIS costing over a million dollars. 

Officials of the DGCA pointed out 
that the delayed selection of the FIS 
equipment for the purpose of calibra¬ 
tion of ground facilities is not likely 
to delay the process of licence pro¬ 
duction of the Dornier-228 by HAL. 
HAL representatives in Delhi ex¬ 
plained that non-availability of 
minor components in India, which 
has been criticised in Parliament and 
which has been noted in official 
communications between the West 
German parent company and HAL, 
would only delay the delivery sche¬ 
dule to a negligible extent. By the 
time the second and the third phase 
of the open manufacture is complete, 
it would mark the successful coop¬ 
erative programme with India and 
put an end to all deliberations and 
indecision on the suitability of the 
Dornier for Indian conditions. 

Wtu Sarin, Haw MM 
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tlietymwBmceam Ok tyres youbuy 



It s truel The very same tyres that you use on 
City-roads are repeatedly tested by MRF on 
race and rally tracks around the country 

There s a simple reason why On a race-track a 
tyre is subjected to severe torture and strain In 
just SIX hours on the track a tyre goes through 
more than half its life Something that would 
take more than a year on a city road 

Which means we get our test results that much 
faster And you get an improved product that 
much quicker 

It s a testing technique developed tw our 
collaborators B F Goodiich of the USA people 
who build tyres for the NASA Space Shuttle 
Programme 

And since MRF tests city-tyres on the race-track 
you can be sure that when we win you too are 
winning With tyres that are setting new standards 
for grip, handling, mileage durability and sheer 
staying power 



At the end of the race It a over to the MRF 
technicians Testing for heat build up In a tyre with an 
electronic pyrometer 


JTie mce-tmcH ts ourlatKKaairy 



Tyres witti Musde 

MRF Tyres are made in technical collaboration with the 6F Goodrich Company of U $A 
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‘Evarthou^tcf 
con^tii^ 
adoaor 
about hair loss? 


I did! 


99 


It js reassunng to know 
that the scientific formula ot 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer has 
been tested and approved bv a 
panel of doctors 

It was found that 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer 
provides all the proteins, 
vitamins and coenzymes 
essential for a healthy scalp 
condition 

Read this research report 

“66.66% of the cases gave excellent 
and 33.33% gave good result with 
complete disappearance of dandruff 
and nearly cent per cent stoppage of 
hair loss... So, success rate with 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer may he 
stated to be cent per cent." 

(Indian Medical Gazette 118 223, 
1984) 




KEO-KARPIN 

HAlRMTAIJZIiR 

The I proveril scientific way 
to prevent hair loss. 


9 Care you can trust 


This is not a toilet preparation 








That’s oyernijsfht 
Skypak scfvice for you! 

There are times, often courier service And our 

enoush, when we do visualize hallmark TNT Skypak is one of 
the reassured and smiling face the largest and most trusted 
of a customer whose valuable courier service companies m 
and urgent document is the world With 26/000 people 

speeding to its destination on on their toes, in 48 countries! 
time And it gives us a lot of But being large and 
satisfaction Especially when resourceful doesn't mean we 
we recall his worried, anxious take things for granted. We still 
face when he enquired with us depend on basic human 
wnether it was really, qualities like efficiency and 

physically possible to meet his accountability And care It's 
deadline' your urgency that seems to 

Speed and dependability lend us wings' 

That's the essence of any 



when it's wanted yesterday! 





‘me WORLD WIDE COURIERS 


Weasr don't carry non c.omn»erCial arnS piefsondl maieriai 


203 Jolly Bhavan No 2, 7 New Marine Lines, Bombay 400 020 Ptione. 253703,294454 
Telex Oil 3339SAIIN 

• Ahmedabad. 443053 • Bensalore 568862 • Baroda 552285 • Bliubaneshwar 
53456/55164 • Bombay 994454/6390881 •Calcutta 443532•Cochin 69012 

• Delhi 6414830 •Gandhidham 3414 a Hosur 2373* Hyderabad 38237 

• Xandla 7437 • Atedras 474569/ 475091 • Mansalore 24444 • AAapusa- 9*40 

• AtersBO, 2447 • Mysore 24444 • Pune 54595 • Panjim. 5763 • Ranchi: S0(^ 

• IwarKlrum 65261 • Vasco 2403 • Visaktiapatnam 62223, 
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The surge of power in a sleek, vinie body 
The tngqer response of 4 speed transmission 
The swift pick-up from 0 to 60 kph in just 9 seconds 
You get it aii with the Ind-Suzuki AX 100 
Effortlessly, confidently, securely 
Pulsating, Thnlling Exciting 
That’s the sensation of Suzuki 
Come, feel its dynamic features 

• 100 cc 2-stroke engine 
output 8.25 bhp at 6500 rpm. 

• Reed Valve induction system 
for high torque at low speeds 

• Electronic ignifton system with automatic advance 


perfect engine timing No contact breaker points. 

No adjustments 

Independent lubrication system Separate oil pump 
feeds optimum quantity of oil to match varying 
engine requirements 

• Fuel efficiency 65 km/litre 
Unmatched performance 
and several exclusive 
features, put the Ind-Suzuki 
AX 100 in a class all Its own 
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It incorporates a 
sophisticated instrument jsanel 
with indicating and warning lights; rear view mirrors, 
turn Siqnal indicators; etoarlnn halrnatanHfuoltaol^jQQka. 









You are looking at 

our new Internatidnai selection of suitings. 


















Oxford king size 


Reserved for those 
who appreciate the finest... 
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Is the Sai Baba 
on His Way Out? 

The Godman has quit his Whitefield Ashram 


man who is famous for con¬ 
juring things has disappeared. It 
has been more than a year since 
Shri Sathya Sai Baba who has a 
very large following in India turned 
up at his ashram at Whitefield near 
Bangalore where he normally stays. 
The apparent signs of the Whitefield 
establishment being closed down, 
coupled with the Baba’s increasingly 
infrequent darshans, has fuelled spe¬ 
culation that the Godman had finely 
decided to leave Bangalore. 


It is not quite clear why Sai Baba 
has deserted his Whitefield estab¬ 
lishment although enquiries suggest 
that he was disturbed by numerous 
agitations launched by the locals 
against his ashram, Brindavana. Re¬ 
lations between the ashramites and 
the people of Kadugodi, the village 
near which Brindavana is located 
were turning sour, reminiscent of 
those between the inhabitants of 
Pune and the Rajneesh ashram. 

But while the denizens of Kadugo¬ 


di did not exactly have cordial rela¬ 
tions with Sai Baba, the Godman’ii 
decision to quit the ashram appears 
to have affected Kadugodi adversely. 
The tourist traffic has dwindled 
rapidly and the economy of the vil¬ 
lage is in a shambles. A sizeable 
section of people who made a living 
out of “marketing the Baba”-—selling 
everything from his pictures and 
posters to rings, chains and other 
odds and ends—have been deprived 
of their income. Kadugodi now looks 
like any other village and, with the 
exit of Sai Baba, has lost its import¬ 
ance. 

But an even bigger loss for Kadugo¬ 
di, Whitefield and the surrounding 
areas is the imminent closure of the 
Sathya Sai College run by the Sai 
Baba Trust. Ihe sprawling buildings 
housing the college already look de¬ 
serted and the admis.sions to the 
college have declined rapidly. There 
are only 97 students now for the the 
three year degree course, comprising 
three faculties; arts, science and 
commerce. Though the staff at the 
college argue that the fewer number 
of students is indicative of the stiff 
entrance test and the “high standard 
of learning,” there is no doubt that 
the college is on the verge of winding 
up. 

In fact, it was over the issue of 
education that the people of Kadugo¬ 
di first agitated against the $ai 
Baba’s establishment. Last year, 
rumours that the Sai Baba Trust was 
planning to close down the Junior 
College comprising the two year pre¬ 
university course, sparked off a vio¬ 
lent agitation. While the trust main¬ 
tained that the pre-university course 
was not “serving any pur]K>8e,” the 
local Kadugodi Nagarilu Hakku 
Badhadte Samiti (Kadugoth Citisens 
Rights Protection Committee), 
alleged that the trusteei wanted to 
close down the junior college in 
order to start medical and enimieer- 
ing colleges and in turn colkKX dona-. 
dons in the fonn oif capitation Ims. 
The trust in turn deni^ the charge 
but said the purpose was to start a 

' ' ' 
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I polytechnic-like institute and have 
I job-oriented courses since the pre¬ 
university course did not appear use¬ 
ful. The citizens’ committee also 
alleges that the Sai Baba institutions 
catered only to rich students coming 
from metropolises (“children of spir¬ 
itually-inclined rich folks”) and that 
the students coming from Kadugodi 
and neighbouring villages were 
given a raw deal. 

Says K.N. Ashwathnarayana Red¬ 
dy, convenor of the citizens’ commit¬ 
tee: “One of the reasons why the 
Baba has deserted the place is be¬ 
cause of the increasing awareness 
exhibited by the people here. The 
I motive behind closing the college is 
I that they have realised it is not a 
: smart thing to educate villagers. Our 
,i students have learnt quickly and 
f, begun to expose and ridicule the 
j Baba.” However, the influence the 
Sai Baba establishment commands in 
government circles has enabled it to 
overcome local protests. It has finally 
decided to close down the junior 
college. The second year pre¬ 
university now has only 17 students 
and no admis.sions have been made 
for the first year. Meanwhile, to 
counter more agitations, the state 
government has opened another 
junior college in Kadugodi. 

The Sdi Baba ashram was also 
becoming increasingly unpopular on 
account tif a controversy over water. 
The citizens' committee launched a 
protracted struggle to secure a share 
of drinking water from within the 
premises of the ashram, alleging that 
the trust had usurped two water 
tanks meant for the village under the 
National Rural Water Supply 
Scheme. But the plea fell on deaf 
ears and long queues before municip¬ 
al water taps are still a common sight 
in Kadugodi. Remarked one citizen: 
“Oh, the ashram needs the water 
from the tanks to grow their lawns.” 

The confrontation between the in¬ 
mates of the ashram and the villagers 
appears to have worsened several 
times with the common folk repe¬ 
atedly questioning the Baba’s mystic¬ 
al powers. There were several de¬ 
monstrations last year when Sai Baba 
was ridiculed. Around the same time, 
there was a spate of murders and 
unnatural deaths in and around 
Kadugodi and Whitefield, which | 
threw doubts on the operations of the 
Sai Baba’s establishment. This 
apparently hurt the Baba a great 
deal and he decided to quit the place. 

The inmates of Brindavana, howev¬ 
er, insist that Sai Baba has not de¬ 
serted the place, though they agree it 
is quite unlike him to stay away for a 
year. Says R.G. Kulkarni, principal of 
the junior college and a devout disci¬ 


ple of the Baba; “Of course he will 
come back. He is only busy with 
preparations for his 60th birthday in 
November.” However, other inmates 
disclosed that when they approached 
the Baba and requested him to come 
to Whitefield they were rebuked and 
asked to “work hard to bring the 
people back into the fold” before 
they dared to call him back. 


T he decline in Sai Baba’s popularity 
began with the crusade launched 
by the famous rationalist Dr Abra¬ 
ham Kovoor (see box). Dr Kovoor, an 
India-born Sri Lankan, took upon 
himself to denounce the Baba as a 
fraudulent Godman whose miracles 
were nothing but plain magic. 
Kovoor found instant support from 
Dr H. N. Narasimhaiah, then vice- 
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Pr Kovoor dbitrtbuting sacred ash he prodnecd iniraculousl.v 


0 ome 18 September and it will be 
seven years since Dr Abrabam 
Xbvpor, the eminent rationalist, 
died. One could say it is Dr 
‘Kovoor’s , seventh death 
Aniiiyerimry. vbut h may hot have 
lUked It; EbriiDr Xovoor was a uni- 
(;iU6 huhian being who attached no 
importance to numbers or dates. He 
was an iconoclast who smashed ev¬ 
erything that was unscientific and 
irrational and who spent a lifetime 
fighting ignorance and blind faith 
that enveloped his fellow human 
beings. : 

When his (Wife died in 1974, Dr 
KovOpf inserted an obituary notice 
in h newspaper which read: “Mrs 
Acca Kovoor expired leaving be¬ 
hind neither a mind nor a ‘spirit’ to 
bother credulous people. According 
to her wish, her body will be re¬ 
moved to the faculty of medicine, 
. University of Sri Lanka, Colombo, 
.^o funeral, no cremation, no flow- 
^jgrs.” There was nothing flippant 
about the notice for he loved her 
. dearly. She had been his constant 
' companion in his battle against reli- 
'r.gious and spiritual frauds for many 
' vdecades. 

^ Dr Kovoor himself was a spright- 
.ly 80 when he died. Till his last days 
' he fought vigorously against ignor- 
-anee and superstition. He also au- 
^ thored two books; Begone Godmen 
■jind Gods, Demons and Spirits in 
i^^hich he shattered many myths. Of 
' his work he said; “He who does not 
allow his miracles to be investi¬ 
gated'is a crook: he who does not 
l^e the eourage to investigate is 
,liable add he who is prepared to 
..,—■■■ ,1 ■ 


bolieve without verification is a 
fool. If there were a single person 
with supernatural powers in any 
part of the world I would have 
become a pauper long ago since I 
have offered an award of one lakh 
Sri Lanka rupees to anyone who 
can demonstrate any one of the 23 
items of miracles mentioned in my 
permanent challenge, under fraud 
ptoof conditions.” 

Among Dr Kovoor’s 23 items 
were: “materialise from nothing 
any object I ask," “walk on water,” 
and “get out of a locked room by 
divine power.” The challenge was 
governed by a few conditions in¬ 
cluding one which needed the chal¬ 
lenger to deposit Rs 1,000 before he 
took up the task. The challenge was 
on for nearly two decades till Dr 
Kovoor died but few took it up, 
Each time Dr Kovoor read or heard 
about the miraculous powers of 
someone, he wrote a letter or 
rushed to the spot and renewed his. 
challenge. The Godmen invariably ,: 
backed out. Once, Dr G. Venkata ; 
Rao, a medical practitioner from 
Bangalore, deposited Rs 1,000 be¬ 
lieving that a Godmah he knew had 
miraculous powers and that he 
could get him to perform miracles ' 
and win the Rs one lakh. At the last 
moment he backed out and Dr 
Kovoor went home richer by Rs 
1 , 000 . 

Dr Kovoor is dead and gone but 
the practices he fought against-, 
have not. It is quite unnecesmry to 
say “may his soul rest in peace” for , 
he would have said he did not have 
one. But the memory of his slaga , 
against fraud lives on. 


A 


chancellor of Bangalore University 
and a proclaimed rationalist himself. 

The proposed investigation by Dr 
Kovoor and Dr Narasimhaiah into 
the Sai Baba phenomenon shook the 
Godman’s establishment. The 
rationalist expedition also received 
wide publicity in the press and for 
the first time people began to talk 
about the Sai Baba without the awe 
and devotion associated earlier. Says 
Dr Narasimhaiah recalling thosb 
days: “I think we succeeded in open¬ 
ing the eyes of the people. Earlier, 
people were scared to talk ques- 
tioningly about his so-called miracu¬ 
lous powers. But after we publicly 
announced our doubts, people 
opened up. In bus stops and Coffee 
shops, everyone was talking aloud 
about why the Godman did not 
accept our challenge and prove his i 
powers before an investigating * 
pahel.” 

But the Sai Baba establishment 
managed to overcome the "adverse” 
publicity generated by the rational¬ 
ists and things began to function 
normally again. But only till the 
agitation in the junior college began. 
After that, little has been heard 
about the Baba and he has net stirred 
out of his Puttaparthi abode for 
many months. 

In the meanwhile, some of the 
Baba’s close associates have fallen 
out with the Godman. One of the 
foremost disciples to fall out with the 
Godman is Dr S. Bhagavantham, for¬ 
mer scientific adviser to the govern¬ 
ment of India. Dr Bhagavantham be¬ 
longed to the Baba’s inner circle and 
the fact that a scientist like him 
believed in the Godman’s incredible 
powers strengthened the Sai Baba’s . 
credentials. It is not known why Dr ' 
Bhagavantham deserted Sai Baba, 
although one version is that he was 
sore about the appointment of a 
candidate other than his choice as 
vice-chancellor to the Sathya Sai 
University. That appears too flimsy a 
reason but Dr Bhagavantham himself 
was not available for comment, being 
away in Singapore. However, 
another close Baba disciple who has 
abandoned the establishment said he 
was “disgusted with the whole set-up 
and he wanted to return to the sane 
world.” The disgruntled follower 
who is also from the academic field 
left no doubt that there was more to 
the issue but he did not want to talk 
about it. Many more devotees includ¬ 
ing most foreigners have already 
deserted the flock, according to this 
follower. 

The contradictory feelings aroused 
by Sai Baba is most evident among 
the academia. Vlhae Dr H. Nara- ' 
slmhaiah, an eminent educationist i 
has campaigned virulently and fairly 




The Sath y« Sai Baba ciillegc in Bangalore: preserve of the elite 


successfully against the Godman, | 
Prof. V. K. Gokak, another promin- i 
ent educationist and one of the I 
Baba’s closest disciples, has also 
tried to demolish the myth of the Sai 
Baba. Both Dr Narasimhaiah, and 
Prof. Gokak are former vice- 
chancellors of Bangalore University 
and both are respected for their 
contribution to the field of education 
in Karnataka. 

It is difficult to speculate why this 
has happened, although Dr Nara¬ 
simhaiah believes that even sane and 
rational men like Prof. Gokak and Dr 
Bhagavantham had suspended their 
disbelief in the face of personal 
tragedies. The Baba’s claim to magic¬ 
al powers are also buttressed by half- 
baked writings and observations as 
for instance by the Australian writer- 
disciple, Howard Murphet, wrho has 
authored three books on Sai Baba. 
Even well-known writers like Colin 
Wilson mention Sai Baba in their 
writings, and this comes in handy for 
the believers. Says Wilson, one of the 
most famous writers on paranormal 
and occult in his book Mysteries; 
^Sai Baba, a contemporary Hindu 
saint, performs miracles a dozen 
tbnes a day.” Lyall Wason describes 


him, turning rocks into sweets, flow¬ 
ers into jewels and producing show¬ 
ers of sacred ash from the air in 
quantities sufficient to fill large 
drums. His power.s were studied by 
Howard Murphet, whose book, Sai 
Baba: Man of Miracles documents so 
many paranormal occurrences that it 
finally becomes almost as confusing 
as Puharich’s book on Geller. Howev¬ 
er, the Baba's antagonists also have 
sticks to beat the Godman’s estab¬ 
lishment with. Tal Brooke, another 
Australian disciple who fell out with 
the Baba, later authored n book ti¬ 
tled Lord of the Air that, according to 
the Baba’s disciples, went a long way 
in damaging the Godman’s reputa¬ 
tion. 

All that seems to be coming to an 
end and Sai Baba appears intent on 
bowing out gracefully from public 
view. Even the preparations for his 
60th birthday are on a relatively low 
key although Baba’s devotees claim 
that it will be a unique event. But 
that might well be the last major 
event in the chequered career of 
India’s most widely-known Godman. 
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INDUSTRY 

Slashed Excise Cheers Textile Sector 


But clothing the masses is still a faraway dream 


T extile mills have never had it so 
good a favourable textile policy 
on 6 June and a Rs 131 crore duty 
relief from 28 August—with prom 
ises of more to come The excise 
concessions announced last week 
are reduction in excise duty on 
polyester fibre from Rs 45 to Rs 25 
per kg, on polyester cotton blended 
yam from Rs five to Rs two per kg, on 
polyester viscose blended yarn from 
Rs ten to four per kg and on acrylic 
fibre from Rs 17 50 to Rs ten per kg 
The government has made clear its 
intention to make cotton polyester 
blends the future garment of the 
masses Cotton polyester blends suit 
the Indian climate while its durabil 
ity IS an important attribute Also, 
the government’s move has been de 
termined bv emerging surpluses in 
long and extra long staple cottons, 
which can be blended with polyester 
fibre to make yarn and cloth The 
average count of cotton yarn spun 
was ]usr 30 90 in 1983 and the new 
reliefs should enthuse mills to go 
finer Simultaneously, it reduces 
pressure on short and medium sta 


pies, which have been perenially 
short Thus, composite textile nulls in 
1983 produced only 277 million 
metres of polyester-cotton cloth out 
of a total production of 3,528 million 
metres In two years, output could 
well more than double to touch 600 
milhoo metres 

As a back up measure, government 
has okayed capacities for making 
polyester fibre and us raw materials 
like DMT and TPA The total 
licensed capacity for polyester fibre 
works out to 246,431 tonnes per 
annum while for DMT, it is 145,000 
tonnes per annum Additionally, gov 
emment has okayed 75,000 tonnes 
per annum for a TPA unit to be set up 
by Reliance with an equivalent 
capacity proposed in the public 
sector 

However, uncertainty hangs over 
mill owners breaking bread with the 
masses Kantikumar R Podar, chair 
man, Indian Cotton Mills' Federation 
has appealed to member mills “to 
ensure that the benefits of the fiscal 
reliefs are passed on to the consum 
ers ” It means nothing Instead, 



Podar could have issued a diktat to 
immediately cut prices as the Asso¬ 
ciation of Polyester Staple Fibre 
Manufacturers has promised to pass 
on the entire duty relief to mills 
Polyester fibre quotations are to be 
cut by Rs 22 per kg from around Rs 
97 per kg 

Private textile mills have not play¬ 
ed fair in absorbing duty reliefs to 
the tune of Rs 300 crores given in the 
last two budgets With powerlooms 
enjoying an overall cost advantage of 
around 15 per cent, private mills will 
now be under pressure to cut prices 
The government need not have opted 
for supplies of dutv free fibre to NTC 
mills under the “approved program 
me for production and supply of low 
priced blends,” as there is no 
machinery either to monitor prices at 
retail leiels or stop leakages of duty 
free fibre into the open market at 
fancy ptemiums I he latter possibil 
ity indeed looms large with private 
mills being given the option to join 
hands with NTC It could perhaps 
have been operationally easier if the 
anti dumping duty of Rs nine per kg 
on imported polyester fibre had been 
done away with At the same time, at 
least 40 good mills under the NTC 
umbrella could have been selected to 
produce not just 80 million metres 
but around 200 million metres of 
polyester cotton blends 

On a rough calculation, the 
retail level price of shirting (60 per 
cent cotton/40 per cent polyester) 
costing Rs 40/45 per metre should 
drop to around Rs 32 per metre while 
suitings should drop to Rs 40/45 from 
Rs 60 per metre Smuggling will no 
doubt continue though On the pave¬ 
ments of Bombay or Calcutta a ready 
made blended shirt of foreign ongin 
IS available at just Rs 30 Such sales 
would not stop even if all the duties 
are foregone because western plants 
enjoy superior economies of scale 

Finally, a point to ponder is that 
sharp price reductions will only help 
the lower middle class and not the 
poorest of the poor who cannot 
afford to buy even controlled cloth at 
Rs 2 per metre The lesson here is 
that supply side economics just can¬ 
not work to widen the demand base 
until the threshold demand level 
of the masses is raised And till then, 
finery for the poor will remain a 
distant dream 
A Dt vmw/ mi, Bombay 
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Sharing for Ever 


An offer you can't refuse 

F or those who stay at home during 
the holiday season because taking 
to the hills or to the sea is too 
expensive, here comes an offer which 
might just about move them. The 
Dalmia group has floated a new con¬ 
cept in India called “time sharing” 
which promises holidays to the mid¬ 
dle class at an “affordable price.” 

What is time sharing all about? 
The idea is simple and innovative. A 
^ company named Dalmia Resorts In¬ 
ternational will build cottages or 
flats in various places which will be 
sold on a time sharing basis. This 


means that anyone willing to pay 
between Rs 13,500 and Rs 26,000 
would be able to buy the right to a 
flat or cottage of his choice for a 
week every year—for ever. Thus for 
every cottage or flat there would be 
52 owners, each having a right to use 
the premises for one week, which 
indudes the right to allow his friends 
to use it or rent it out—or, if he wants 
his money back, to sell it. The 
scheme, promoted by Sanjay Dalmia 
and implemented by Prem N. Kapur, 
a consultant, will take 18 to 24 
months to be completed. To start 


with, resorts will be set up at three 
places: Delhi, Goa and Kodaikanal. 
Interestingly, these resorts will be 
developed by different Dalmia com¬ 
panies, viz. Dalmia Dairy Industries 
Ltd (for the resort in Delhi), Golden 
Tobacco Co Ltd (for Goa) and Shree 
Meenakshi Mills Ltd (for 
Kodaikanal). 

I » 

According to Dalmia, land at these 
three places has already been bought 
and “some preliminary work” has 
started. Dalmia, who is investing ab¬ 
out Rs four crores in the projects 
says that not only is time sharing a 
good business prospect but is also a 
potential catalyst for boosting the 
fortunes of the tourism industry. 
Asked whether such a novel concept 
would go down with the Indian tour 
ist, Dalmia quips: “if I was not sure 
of making a profit, I would not have 
invested in it.” 

But the person most enthusiastic 


An Era Ends in Reliance 


O n the morning of 30 August, 
newspaper editors m Bombay 
were suddenly informed by then 
respective advertisement depart¬ 
ments that Reliance Industries Ltd 
had booked space for two full page 
advertisements in the publications 
of 31 August. Dhirubhai Ambani’s 
company, which for the past 18 
years has only given out good news, 
for a change, had put a black bor¬ 
der around the unprecedented 
doublespread insertions. Rasiklal 
Meswani, the company’s 47-year- 
old executive director incharge of 
yarn sales, was dead. Never before 
has the death of a business execu¬ 
tive merited such high profile 
media treatment. But the editors in 
Bombay were at a loss. Very little 
was known about the man whom 
Reliance was mourning. 

When R.L. Meswani breathed his 
last at around three o'clock in the 
morning of 30 August, Dhirubhai 
Ambani and his two sons, Mukesh 
and Anil, were by the bedside of 
the man who was the closest aide of 
the Reliance chairman. Dhirubhai 
Ambani was not only Meswani’s 
boss, but also his maternal uncle. 
Meswani lost his father in his child¬ 
hood and along with his mother, 
Trilochanben, moved into the 
Ambani household at Chorwad in 
Saurashtra. Five years younger 
than Dhirubhai Ambani, Meswani 
was his uncle’s trusted aide from 
the day Reliance was launched in 
1967 when the original firm of Re¬ 
liance Commercial Corporation 


.(founded; 1960) became Reliance 
Textile Industries (now once again 
changed to Reliance Industries 
Ltd). Meswani was put in charge of 
yarn trading. The complicated re¬ 
tail yarn selling system which has 
been the backbone of Reliance’s 
phenomenal growth is credited by 
many to Meswani. Dhirubhai 
Ambani and Meswani devised a 
system under which Reliance yarn 
was sold directly to 25,000 small 
scale units, who converted the yarn 
and sold the grey fabric back to 
Reliance, to be processed and sold 
under the “Vimal” brandname. In¬ 
deed 30 to 40 per cent of “Vimal” 
fabrics are made this way. Under 
MeswanFs scheme. Reliance had 
25,000 ensured yarn customers who 
in turn had a guaranteed buyer for 







Rasiklai MecwaiU 



their cloth. 

The importance of Meswani in 
Reliance’s set-up could be gauged 
from the fact that on the fourth 
floor of Maker Chamber IV at Bom¬ 
bay’s Nariman Point, till 30 August 
1985, there were only two cabins 
with nameplates: one bore the 
name of D.H. Ambani and the other 
R.L. Meswani. All other top Re¬ 
liance executives who have their 
offices on the chairman’s floor only 
have cabin numbers, the nameplate 
being a rare honour in the com¬ 
pany. 

Rasiklal Meswani’s death sent 
shock waves through the family on 
30 August. For, on that day, a puja 
had been organised at their native 
Chorwad. In fact, the Ambani fami¬ 
ly—Dhirubhai and his wife Koki- 
laben, his elder son Mukesh and his 
wife and his younger son Anil— 
were to leave Bombay for the fami¬ 
ly function, Due to the sudden be¬ 
reavement, the function had to be 
cancelled and instead of celebrat¬ 
ing at Chorwad, the Ambani family 
assembled at Rasiklal Meswani’s 
apartment to mourn his death. 

With the death, Dhirubhai Amba¬ 
ni not only lost his trusted aide but 
Mukesh and Anil lost their elder 
cousin, who had taken charge of 
their training in their initial days in 
the company. An era ended in Indi¬ 
a’s corporate history with the death 
of the co-founder of Reliance’s yarn 
marketing policy. 

A SpmeM Correapondmnt, Bombay 
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about the ptrojea is the one who has 
conceived it. Prem N Kapur—who 
has had “vast experience*' in the 
hotel industry—says that tune shar¬ 
ing will “revolutionise” the concept 
of holidaying Explains Kapur “The 
resort coming up in Delhi, for inst- 
t ante, is located a few kilometres off 
5 the airport further down the road 
' ffohi Centaur Hotel, and will have 75 
units in three categories—two bed¬ 
rooms plus a sitting room, one bed¬ 
room and a sitting room, and the 
third type with bedroom and sitting 
room combined Kitchenettes and 
toilets are attached All rooms are 
fully furnished and the kitchenette 
stocked with utensils and crockery 
In other wor<k, each flat is an inde¬ 
pendent holiday home For a 
prospective buyer, the smallest unit 
with an area of 4t)0 sq ft would cost 
Rs 20,000, the second one of 530 sq ft 
would cost Rs 22,000 and the two 
bedroom set of 670 sq ft would come 
for Rs 26,000 ” This apart, one would 
have to pay Rs 3,000 as a one-time 
sum which would be put into a bank 
account and the cost of maintenance 
would be borne from the interest 
earned on this sum 


Dalmia Resorts International 
(DRI) will have offices in major cities 
where a computensed service will 
keep track of the various wishes of 
the members So someone, owning a 
week in Delhi, wants to go to Goa, 
say, or vice versa, the company will 
arrange for the exchange for a 
nominal fee of Rs 99 

To ensure that the DRI resorts are 
indeed upto world standards, Kapur 
says that the well known architects’ 
firm of Stem, Doshi and Bhalla has 
been appointed to conceptualise the 
project Also, the resorts will have 
facihties like swimming pools, ten 
ms, billiards and a library The con 
cept seems exotic enough, but 
according to additional director- 
general of tourism, Ramesh Chander, ! 
there is “no reason why u cannot 
succeed ” 

And success is what the Dalmias i 
are counting on San jay Dalmia, for I 
one, has no doubts given that he is 
planning 50 resorts in various parts 
of the country in the next lour years 
In the near future, he is planning to 
set up holiday lesorts in Srinagar, 
Mussouri and Konarak 
Nanfe V Singh, N»w CMhl 
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No Speed Without Money 


Anti-corruption drive at Calcutta port flops 


T he much heralded “Operation 
Jyoti” launched by the Calcutta 
Port Trust authorities on 22 July, has 
brought out glaringly the existence 
of widespread corruption in this ma 
jor poi t which plays a vital role in the 
country’s foreign trade Although it 
IS common knowledge that users of 
the port often have to “tip” workers 
m ordei to get things done promptly, 
It was not expected that corruption 
had gone to such an extent as to 
genet ate the staggering estimated 
sum of Rs 20 crores per annum in 
black money 

The port at present has about 
29,000 workers of different categor¬ 
ies The number of registered dock 
workers is nearly 7,700 They hariSle 
the entire cargo operations on board 
the ships and, therefore, are in a 
position to favour users by accelerat¬ 
ing the handlmg tempo suitably, de¬ 
pending on the extra payment given 
to them Of late, such payment— 
popularly known as “speed 
money”—^has become the rule rather 
than the exception It is said that 
dock labour board workers have 


“earned” on occasions an extra 
amount of ovei Rs 3000 pei head per 
month as speed money 
The dock labour board consists of 
the representatives of the govern 
ment, dock workers and employers of 
dock workers, and shipping com 
panics The board is responsible for 
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the administration of the Dock Work¬ 
ers (Regulation of Employment) 
Scheme In order to meet its adminis¬ 
trative and other expenses, the board 
charges a levy, calculated as a per¬ 
centage of the wages payable by 
employers As the existing rate of 
lew for pool workers is 305 per cent 
of then wages, employers are temp¬ 
ted to evade it as far as possible by 
employing fewer “gangs” and, in'- 
stead,getting the job done bv paying 
speed monev The income-tax author¬ 
ities are said to be probing into this 
racket Meanwhile, the port author¬ 
ities are considering various mea 
sures—Operation Jvoti is one—to 
root out such corrupt practices 

While sections ot workers might 
have been busv improving their per 
sonal financial positions by accept 
mg speed money, the port’s finances 
continue to be unsatisfactory The 
working defuit of the port was Rs 
5 55 ciores m 198184 The annual 
repot i of the ministry of shipping 
and transport for 1984 85 reveals 
I that the opeiational income of the 
poll duimg 1983 84 was reduced hv 
about 10 per cent due to “the lack of 
I giowth ot tiattic ” The report dis 
I close* that the npeiatmg ratio (that 
IS the percentage ot operating ex 
ptnditure to opeiating income) of 
Calcutta poit was 88 84 per cc»nt in 
1981 84 compared to 65 70 per cent 
in Bombav and 72 30 per cent m 
Madras 

Against this backdrop, the need to 
improve efficiency and eliminate 
malpractices is self evident But the 
malady afflicting the port is too 
dec p rooted 

The president of the Associa 
tion of Shipping Interests in Calcut 
td, M L Jhd, recently told the port 
chairman ,T C Dutt, that the already 
low productivity has declined even 
further by 30 40 per cent and that the 
turn round of vessels had also been 
affected 

According to the Consultative 
Committee ot Stevedores’ Associa¬ 
tions in Calcutta, loading and unload¬ 
ing operations m the past have gone 
down by a neat 50 per cent 'Indeed, 
shipping circles say that some lines 
have even threatened to boycott Cal¬ 
cutta port if ships have to wait too 
long, as the situation is now 

And even as this semantic shadow- 
boxing continues, actual users of the 
port—namely, importers and expor¬ 
ters—privately contend that Opera¬ 
tion Jyoti has done little to dieck 
corruption. Port users now put 
the money “in drawers which are 
kept half-open,” accordmg to one 
version Or else, money is paid at a 
venue away from the port site- 
A KpaeW CamMfmmtent Csfeutta 
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Iwliittries: Dividends stepped 
IS per cent (ten per cent) for 
'-mfUe ended 31 March 198S. 
JttMliiitsn Brown Boveri: Stepped 
>qaity dividend to 15 per cent 
iXen per cent) for year ended April 
ii$85. 

lfXJ%Mace and Investment Ltd: De¬ 
clared an interim dividend of nine 
per cent for the year to December 
next- 

X^ntp and Company: Announced un¬ 
changed dividend of fen per cent for 
#ie year ended March 1985. 

IJalia Rectifier Corporation (India) 
Ltd: Recommended IS per cent for 
year ended 30 June 1985. 
btdia Jute and Industries Ltd: Skip¬ 
ped the equity dividend for the year 
ended 31 March 1985 in view of 
accumulated losses. 

Aluminium Industries:-Again skip- 

S id dividend for the vear ended 
arch 1985. 

Qenetal Industrial Society; Pa.ssing 
over dividend once again for the year 
ended March 1.985. 

Bangalore Leasing Ltd: Recom¬ 
mends 12 per cent dividend for year 
ended 30 June 1985 (six per cent for 
1»83<84). 

Housing Development Finance Cor- 
pination (HDFC): Dividend for the 
year ended 30 June 1985 raiseti by 
one point to 13 per cent. 

Indie Steamship Company Ltd; 
Again skipped equity dividend for 
the year ended 31 March 1985 in 
View of inadequate profits. 


At a idanca 


ISSUES 


Modi Xerox; Proposes a rights issue 
of 24.8 lakh new equity shares tp 
existing shareholders on a pro-rata 
basis subject to consent of controller 
of capital issues, 

Karnataka Welding Products (KWF): 
Promoted by Kirlosltars in Vssocip- 
tion with Caul Cioos, ScHweisstech- 
nik of West Germany. Will issue 
three lakh equity shares of Rs ten 
each at par. 

Asian Paints: Issue of bonus shares 
on a three-for-five basis by capitalis¬ 
ing Rs 3.11 crores from general re¬ 
serve and share premium account. 
Larsvin Business Finance and Leas¬ 
ing Company, Hyderabad: Has drop¬ 
ped proposal to make a rights issue 
of capital. 

Kalyansundram Cement Industries: 
Making rights issue at par on a 
one-for-three basis. Register of mem¬ 
bers and share transfer books will 
temain closed from 17 to 25 Septem¬ 
ber, both days inclusive, for this 
purpose. 

Lohia Machines Ltd: Will issue 
9,09,090 rights convertible deben¬ 
tures of Rs ten each aggregating to 
Rs ten crores for cash at par. These 
debenture.s—being the third serieis— 
will be fully .secured and will carry 
an annual interest rate of 13.5 per 
cent. Rs ten from the face vsdue of 
each debenture will be converted 
into one equity share of Rs ten at par 
after six months from the date of 
allotment. 


msmjs 


JRaaoii Reports “dncooraging p«rJ^. 
formance” in first half of I9?,ii,i 
Vanaspati production for firsj 
months was 13,617 tonnes (9.,?i^,f<)fj- 
corresponding period last-rear i,: ' ,. 
IVP; rVP (formerly Indian Vegetable,; 
Products) fared “very well” during ' 
1984. 

PitOPUCTS 

^field India; Considering diversi¬ 
fication into consumer durables, 
electronic components, auto ahciLtar- 
ies, manufacturing aids for engineer¬ 
ing, plastic industry . and leisure 
activity items. 

Spartek Ceramics India; Successful¬ 
ly produced for the first rime in India 
ceramic floor tiles at the Tirupaii 
factory, using low-fuel American 
technology. Price-wise compared 
well with mosaic; strength-wise, four 
times the value of ordinary mosaic 
flooring tiles. 

Karnataka Welding Products (KWP); 
Proposes to manufacture welding 
robots which will make possible auto¬ 
mation of any welding process. 
Standard Equity Fund (SEF); Bring¬ 
ing to India for the first time, hi- 
technology diagnostic kits—called 
CPK-MB kits—for the detection of 
heart attacks. These kits detect an 
enzyme released during heart 
attacks and thereby provide accurate 
tests for early detection and evalua¬ 
tion of coronary damage and for 
determination of infarction size. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Gfombay’s Black Friday 

dies, and 150 others are affected by a 
cfilorihe gas leak 


T he environmental safety commit¬ 
tee created Ijy the Maharashtra 
Pollution Control Board (MPCB) af¬ 
ter the Bhopal‘Union Carbide 
tragedy, had in the first week of 
February released the following find¬ 
ings about the Calico Chemical plant 
at Chembur; 

• Although there is a safety officer in 
the factory, the committee noticed 
that the safety codes are not followed 
strictly by the workers. The safety 
aspect including disaster planning, 
requires a thorough review. A con¬ 
tract worker died a few years ago 
while scraping a pipe holder, when 
the holder got detached from the 
roof, owing to corrosion. 

• “The valves, pipelines and storage 
vessels of the chlorine and caustic 
soda plant are in a highly corroded 
state and according to the commit¬ 
tee, the plant is not safe enough to be 
operated in the present condition. 
The committee added that proper 
masks, emergency kits and breathing 
apparatus should be provided in the 
chlorine-handling area. 

• The chlorine scrubbing system is 
inadequate in the HCL plant. The 
vent lines from the' HCL storage 
tanks do not pass through the scrub¬ 
ber column, as safety regulations 
demand. 


• There is no particulate emission 
control system in the calcium carbide 
plant and there is no monitoring of 
the chlorine that is released from 
both the caustic soda plant and HCL 
plants. 

It w<is Chembur’s black Friday on 
30 August, when around SLID am and 
later at 11.30 am a serious leak of chlor¬ 
ine gas enveloped the Calico Chemic¬ 
als factory, killing a 25-year old 
worker I.B. Mazumdar and affecting 
nearly 150 others. Among the victims 
was br Datta Samant, the trade un¬ 
ionist and MP who was addressing a 
meeting outside the factory to de¬ 
mand the full payment of wages. 

One eyewitness who went to the 
plant at the time of the second and 
more serious leak on Friday said, “As 
I approached the plant, I saw an 
endless line of people running from 
the slums in the surrounding area of 
the plant with just their personal 
belongings. The chlorine gas which 
looked yellow at ground level be¬ 
came greenish. A slight drizzle 
worsened the situation, as rain water 
when mixed with chlorine, produces 
hydrochloric acid which caused eye 
and throat irritations. Visibility in 
the area was barely 50 feet and the 
police had to rush through the fog to 
help rescue people.” 


Efforts are now being made by the 
Calico management to blame the 
chlorine leakage on the union led by 
Dr Datta Samant. The factory had 
been closed since 23 May when the 
Tatas cut off their electric supply 
following a dispute over the electric 
bill. The Environment Safety Com¬ 
mittee and the MPCB appear to be 
taking things easy. After pointing out 
the defects and recommending re¬ 
medies, it did nothing to have the 
recommendations implemented. 
Said C.D. Oomachen, legislator and 
chairman of the MPCB, “The man¬ 
agement claimed that the company 
was in a financial crisis and hence it 
could not undertake the corrective 
measures.” If these are acceptable i 
excuses, one does not see the justi- I ( 
fication for the existence of an ESC 
and the MPCB. The point raised is 
whether the lives of workers can be 
compromised due to lack of .'inances. 

P. Abraham, member-secretary of 
the safety review committee of the 
department of atomic energy and a 
crusading member of SOCLEAN ' 
(Society for Clean Cities) said, “This ; 
leak IS anothei example of the lack of ; 
enforcement of recommendations of 
the technical committee The Garg 
Committee had observed that the 
valves of the pipeline were co¬ 
rroded and had recommended ur¬ 
gent remedial actions. The commit¬ 
tee had also recommended that the 
plant was not in a safe condition to 
operate. According to experts, the 
government should stipulate a time 
limit for the implementation of the 
recommendations as the Chembur 
population can be very badly f 
affected if such leakages are allowed 
to recur. Even now it is not too late to 
prescribe exclusion areas surround¬ 
ing plants which handle toxic mate¬ 
rials in large quantities. The village 
Gawanpada is very close to many 
factories handling hazardous mate¬ 
rials. Therefore, alternative accom¬ 
modation should be provided to the 
villagers. If a leak develops in the 
ammonia storage tanks belonging to 
the Rashtriya Chemicals Fertiliser 
plant, the damage will be severe and 
Gawanpada will be the immediate 
victim.” 

Plant officials claimed that on 24 
June they asked for 13 workers to 
help to neutralise the gas, but the 
union demanded that the workers be 
paid their full salaries. Explaining 
the position. Dr Datta Samant .said 
that the management knew that the 
electricity was going to becut.They 
ordered a lay off and hence wete 
paying lay off wages to the workers. 
The labour commissioner and the 
labour minister N.M. Tidke wrote a 



People eecaphtg from the area laion after the gas leak. The Calico chemical plant to 
baMnd the boce 
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letter to the management saying that 
workers' should be paid full wages 
but the company refused. The com¬ 
pany also asked for 160 workers to 
maintain the plant and the adjoining 
officers colony, but the workers said 
they would do so only if they were 
paid full wages. 

The chlorine was thus left in the 
tanks. Chlorine is highly corrosive, it 
is unlikely that the management in¬ 
formed the pollution control board 
about this even though three officers 
worked in rotation round the clock. 
On 30 August, plarft works manager, 
R.V. Naik, located a leakage and at 
around9.30amwantedtotransfer the 


chlorine into a tonner. But the pipe 
began to leak. The work of neutralis¬ 
ing the gas the following day was 
further hampered for quite some 
time because no electricity was avail¬ 
able for clearance operations and 
corroded insulations. “Operation 
Faith” to neutralise an estimated 4.‘> 
tonnes of chlorine in three tanks 
started with the help of technical 
experts from Standard Alkali and Dr 
P.K. Ghosh of the Bhaba Atomic 
Research Centre, who was supervis¬ 
ing the operations. According to one 
source, the leakage could have been 
avoided had the Calico management 
taken the help of the Rashtriya Che¬ 


mical and Fertiliser (RCF) experts. 
Mr Duleep Singh, chairman and man¬ 
aging director of the RCF said that 
his men were kept in readiness but 
for some reasons, they were not 
asked. 

The police have registered cases 
underSections304 A and 337( causing 
death by negligence but not amount¬ 
ing to culpable homicide}agginst the 
company. However, as Dr Samant 
said.it is easier for the authorities to 
arrest workers under any law than 
the management. This time too the 
management. will go scot free, he 
said. 

Olga TMa, Bomtmy 
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PUNJAB 

Battle in the Courtroom 

SGPC sues the government for damages to property 


and self-respect of Sikhs.” Pointing 
to the destruction of life and prdper- 
ty caused by the security forces it 
said that valuable records of the 
gurdwaras were destroyed including 
certain manuscripts written by the 
Sikh gurus and historic documents 



S oon after the Punjab accord was r 
signed and in the midst of all the ‘ 
controversy and speculation about t 
the announcement of the elections in i 
the state, a packed court saw the 
SGPC (Shiromani Gurdwara Praban- 
dhak Committee) filing a suit in the 
court of senior sub-judge D.S. Chatha 
in Amritsar, on 12 August, against 
the government claiming Rs 1,000 
crores for damages to the movable 
and immovable property of the Gol¬ 
den Temple and 42 other gurdwaras 
during Operation Bluestar in June 
1984. 

Gurcharan Singh Tohra, the presi¬ 
dent of the SGPC and the commit¬ 
tee’s secretary, Bhan Singh, were the 
two petitioners. The suit cited the 
Union of India and the Punjab gov¬ 
ernment as the defendants and 
observed that the Akal Takht, the 
Darshini Deori, the Tosha Khana, the 
Teja Singh Samundari Hall and the 
Parikrama were extensively dam¬ 
aged. It asked for payment of dam¬ 
ages amounting to Rs 200 crores for 
the Akal Takht. Rs 200 crores for the 
Tosha Khana, Rs 10 crores for the 
Guru Ram Das Sarai and Rs 210 
crores for the stores of the Sri Akal 
Takht and the Sri Darbara Sahib. 

The damages caused to Sikh 
shrines has always made things diffi¬ 
cult for the centre ever since it tried 
to propagate “the healing touch” 
after Operation Bluestar. Punjab- 
watchers have always maintained 
that no matter how rational the com¬ 
mon Sikhs may be, there will always 
exist a sense of deep injury to his 
self-respect as long as he remembers 
that the Golden Temple was “attack¬ 
ed" by the security forces. The SGPC 
seems to be capitalising precisely on 
this as it is trying to enhance its role 


The Harimandir Sahib under repair 

in Punjab politics. At the time of 
filing the suit, Mr Tohra was desper¬ 
ate in his efforts to discredit the 
Punjab accord and embarrass Sant 
Longowal. Actually, even before fil¬ 
ing the suit, the SGPC had adopted a 
resolution calling upon the govern¬ 
ment to apologise for Operation 
Bluestar and demanding an assur¬ 
ance against the future entry of 
security forces into the Golden Tem¬ 
ple and the gurdwaras. 

The suit has prayed that the 
“attack” on the Golden Temple com¬ 
plex and several gurdwaras by the 
armed forces, paramilitary forces 
and the police was wholly unwar¬ 
ranted, unprovoked, deliberate, wan¬ 
ton, malicious and designed by the 
then ruling party for gaining political 
advantage by dubious and unlawful 
methods.” The suit also prayed for 
the issuance of a mandatory injunc¬ 
tion directing the defendants to ten¬ 
der an “unqualified apology” before 
the Sikh masses for “having caused a 
deep sense of injury to the honour 


preserved for centuries. 

The suit maintains that since some 
of the buildings were repaired by the 
government in violation of the Sikh 
tenets and traditions, the SGPC 
would have to dismantle and demol¬ 
ish them before reconstruction work 
could begin. This, according to the 
SGPC, would amount to an addition¬ 
al financial burden of Rs 100 crores. 
The SGPC claims that between 3 
June and 31 August when gurdwaras 
were “attacked”, it lost Rs 500 crores 
worth of property. 

While the petition also mentions 
that the “unlawful” occupation of 
some gurdwaras upto the date is 
causing a loss of about Rs 20crores,it 
appears as if the SGPC is worried 
about its pecuniary problems, apart 
from its political status. This was also 
evident from the fact that’ no court 
fee was paid for the suit under Order 
33 of the Civil Procedure Code on the 
plea that the petitioners did not have 
sufficient means, 
mta Stamw, Omnd^uh 
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lAW AND ORDER 

D^y’s Trigger-happy Policemen 


T he patient lying in ward number 
22, room number 43, of the 
Safdarjnng hospital in New Delhi, 
his skull swathed in bandages, is 
the victim of a strange case of 
mistaken identities. Thirty-four- 
year-old Anil Kumar Agarwal, own¬ 
er of Iyer and Company, a flourish¬ 
ing travel agency in the capital, was 
returning home after a get together 
with friends when he was shot at by 
a sub-inspector of the Delhi 
police in north Delhi on 
20 August. Later, the Delhi police 
simply called the shooting a “mis¬ 
take” but all the same it was an act 
of grave irresponsibility. 

Earlier that day, a chocolate- 
coloured Fiat car (DBH 69) owned 
by K.C.Kaushik had been stolen 
from East Patel Nagar. Two robbers 
threw Kaushik out of the car at 
gun-point and made away with the 
vehicle. Kaushik lodged a com¬ 
plaint and all major police stations 
in the capital were alerted about 
the theft After ten pm on 20 Au¬ 
gust, the station house officer 
(SHO) of the Kashmir Gate police 
station in north Delhi thought he 
had seen the wanted car, gave it 
chase and warned the SHOs of the 


neighbouring areas about the pre¬ 
sence of the car. Soon sub-inspector 
Balbir Singh, from his station in 
Police Lines, was also in hot pursuit 
but neither of them, bothered to 
careftUly read the numberplate of 
the car, nor did they mark its col¬ 
our. The registration number of the 
car they were chasing was DEH 69 
and not DBH 69 which was the one 
that had been stolen Besides, its 
colour was green instead of choco 
late. 

The “chase" went on for less than 
a kilometre with Anil Agarwal driv¬ 
ing towards his home in Timarpur, 
unaware that police vehicles were 
in pursuit. According to the Delhi 
police, they tried their best to stop 
the car by blowmg their horns 
“But,” says Anil Agarwal, “My car 
is airconditioned and the glasses 
are tinted. I got no hint that I was 
being chased. Besides, I had no 
reason to believe that the police 
was wanting me.” The police, in its 
defence, also said that they tried to 
stop Agarwal’s car by trying to 
come in its way but “since our 
Jeeps could not match the speed of 
the Fiat, that could not be done.” 


The police chimed that they tried 
to shoot up the Fiat’s tyres. 

Singh missed the tyres suc¬ 

ceeded in his hitting Anil Agarwal. 
The bullet went through Aganw^’s 
cheek and stuck in the in 
throat. The injured businessman 
was rushed to the Bara Hindu Kao 
hospital nearby but had to ba 
shifted to the Safdarjung homital 
about ten kilometres away. Here 
too, the callousness of the Delhi 
police was evident. No police vehi¬ 
cle or assistance was availaUe to 
the innocent victim either at Bara 
Hindu Rao hospital or at the Saf¬ 
darjung hospital. And according to 
the Agarwal family, nobody from 
the police had come to them “even 
to express their apologies.” Rather 
than do that, the police headquar¬ 
ters said that they were not plan¬ 
ning to take any action as sub- 
inspectoi Balbir Singh had bona- 
ftde reasons for firing at Anil Agar¬ 
wal So while Balbir Singh remains 
unpunished for what was decidedly 
an irresponsible act. Anil Agarwal 
lies in hospital, nursing stitches and 
paying for it. 

Sankanhm Thttmr, Mew PeMf 


MAHARASHTRA 

Rule by Default 


Administrative lapses increase under the new CM 


W hile Prime Minister Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi has been stressing the value 
of education, about 3.000 applica¬ 
tions to open new schools in rural 
areas are lying with the Maharashtra 
government According to govern¬ 
ment sources, permission was given 
to open about 1,000 schools in the 
last two years and a decision not to 
give permission to other new schools 
until a review was made of their 
functioning, was taken exceptions 
would be made where recommenda¬ 
tions for schools are made by the 
deputy director, education. Such ap 
plications are still awaiting approval 
even though the new school terms 
have already begun 
The same ennui exists m other 
areas of the administration since 



Shivajirao Nilangukar Patil took 
over as chief minister in June this 
year The most serious lapses have 
been the government’s inability to 
revamp the house repairs board and 
constitute the district level planning 
and development boards and the 
taluka level coordinating commit 
tees. In Bombay, nearly 100 people 
lost their lives in house collapses this 
year, and even though the govern 
ment repeats after every collapse 
that It will revamp the house repairs 
board, nothing has been done so far 
as the board lacks funds and proper 
management The board has Rs eight 
crores as funds but there are nearly 
350 buildings in a “dangerous” con¬ 
dition that are liable to collapse at 
any time. Among other matters 


which need the government’s consid 
eiation is the Sanjay Gandhi 
Niiadhar Yogna started by former 
chief minister A R Antulay, for 
widows and destitutes It has not 
been constituted under the new chief 
minister and so no funds are being 
given to these needy people The 
disttict planning and development 
committee, of which the chief minis- 
tei IS the chairman and MPs and 
MLAs aie members, is yet to be 
constituted and until it takes place, 
plans for development projects in 
the districts cannot be started even 
though provisions have been made. 
Likewise, at the taluka levels, there 
are no committees to review the 
progress of on going works. 

Other statutory and autonomous 
corporations like the Maharashtra 
state road transport corporation, the 
Maharashtra state electricity board', 
the land development bank boards 
and several others have to be recon¬ 
stituted or vacancies of non-officials 
have to be filled Even the Maharash¬ 
tra pollution control board, (its term 
expired on 6 June) is stiU functioning 
because the government has been 
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unaWe to Constitute a board. The 
boat’d m^sinbers of SICOM, MSFC 
and other institutions, concerned 
with the industrial development of 
Maharashtra also have to be 
changed. 

Maharashtra’s autonomous institu¬ 
tions are being run by bureaucrats 
and the voice of the people is not 
heard. Elected representatives of the 
people like MLAs, MPs and party 
activists who are nominated as non¬ 
official members of the boards so 
that they can voice the grievances or 
expectations of the people can be 
nominated only by the chief minis¬ 
ter. Today this voice has been si¬ 
lenced and the concept Of a function¬ 
ing democracy is being bypassed iro¬ 
nically enough, by the elected repre¬ 
sentative. 

Of course, the chief minister 
himself has to take decisions, but 
even he is not an elected representa¬ 
tive. The chief minister who was not 
given a ticket to contest the Assem¬ 
bly elections was recently made a 
member of the Legislative Council in 
place of Prabha Rao who was elected 
to the state Legislative Assembly. 
This term is for one year and has 
given rise to speculation that Shiva- 
jirao Nilangekar-Panl will be chief 
minister for only one year 

The chief minister’s hands are 


NEWS 



.Shlvgjirao Niiangekar-Patil: not without 
controversy 


literally tied. He has not been 
allowed to expand his cabinet or 
even have a reshuffle. His cabinet is 
packed with men loyal to former 
chief minister Vasantdada Patii and 
that he lacks a homogenous team was 
evident on the floor of the House 
during the recent Assembly elec¬ 
tions. He got away relatively un¬ 
scathed only because Sharad Pawar, 
leader of the opposition, chose to 
keep a low profile. On the other hand 
the state government has been sad¬ 
dled with a corrupt image, a legacy of 


Vasantdada Patii. The Rs. 10 crore 
Dharavi land scandal still looms 
large and the two ministers who were 
involved are now in Mr Nilangekar 
Patil’s cabinet. Mr Niiangekar-Patil, 
it is understood, is keen to at least 
drop some of Vasantdada PatiPs ' 
men, and induct his own followers - { 
but this too has not been alloweaii . 

Meanwhile, the chief minister’s 
reputation suffers eygry time the 
issue of cabinet expansion is raised. 

He had promised to accommodate 
the various factions in the party and 
in his cabinet and also take a 
Marathi-speaking person from Bom¬ 
bay into the ministry. When he be 
came the chief minister in June, he 
had said he would do both .before the 
monsoon session of the state Legisla¬ 
ture and later claimed that the 
changes would take place after thr- 
session. After the session came to an 
end in the second week of August, he 
told the press that he would soon 
expand his cabinet which would havt' 
a total of 40 ministers and ministers 
of state. However, after his return 
from Delhi he has had to inform the 
people that he would expand his 
cabinet anytime before or after the 
winter session of the state Legisla¬ 
ture which begins on 7 January 1986, 

Olga TmIHa, Bombay 


EDUCATION 

Games in the Classroom 


C ome 1986 and Jadavpur Uni¬ 
versity, Calcutta, will launch 
two refreshingly ambitious prog¬ 
rammes: a post-graduate degree 
course in film studies and a three- 
year course in sports. The two 
bourses promise to break new 
ground since no other university in 
the countiy offers an MA degree in 
films (the Film and Television Insti¬ 
tute of India in Pune does not have 
a post-graduate degree course) or a 
BSc degree in sports. 

It bU began when Surajit Sengup- 
ta, a renowned footballer and joint 
secretary of the Footballers’ Wel¬ 
fare Association, suggested to the 
university to introduce a three-year 
degree course in sports at the 
undergraduate level. The universi¬ 
ty responded by setting up a com¬ 
mittee to look into the possibilities 
bf'^adopting sports as a scientific 
discipline in the curriculum. Be¬ 
sides Mr Sengupta, popular Bengal 
crid&eter Reju Mukherjee and the 
. tiien d^tmty seaeury (spms), gov- 
<wrlil|iMit of West Bengal, Asnok 


Bhattacharya were among those in¬ 
cluded in the committee. 

The course, according to the draft 
proposal framed by the committee, 
aims to encourage students to take 
up a career in sports. The proposed 
syllabus includes three subjects: 
the theory and philosophy of sports 
and games at the honours level, 
general education with sports jour¬ 
nalism and an elective subject to be 
chosen by the candidate for spe¬ 
cialisation from the nine disci-sUnes 
offered in the category. However, 
only two disciplines, football and 
cricket, will be offered in the first 
session. Practicals have been ^yen 
importance and sports medicine 
forms an essential part of the 
course. 

The first proposal for the film 
course was initiated five years ago 
by the intemationally acclaimed 
filmmaker Satyajit Ray, whUe re¬ 
ceiving the honorary doctorate con¬ 
ferred on him by the university. 

. Acting on his suggestion, a fUm 
CORtmittee was formed. Two mem¬ 


bers of the committee, Mihir Ran- 
jan Bhattacharya and Dr 
Yasbodhara Bagchi, visited the film 
institute in Pune and decided upon 
the curriculum. Prof. Satish Baha¬ 
dur of the Pune institute and the 
noted film critic Samilc Baodo- 
padhyay were also actively in¬ 
volved. A few educational films 
have already been blade on an, 
experimental basis and film direc¬ 
tors lUce Mrinal Sen have been 
approached to conduct shooting de¬ 
monstrations. 

According to the dean of stu¬ 
dents, Himeadu'Biswas, the aim of 
the MA couese is "not to diuiti out 
filmstars .but fSmscholars.” It will 
be primbrily theoretical in content 
with special weightage to film 
appreciation. It thus . distinguishes 
itself in its outlook from other 
endeavour in this direction. The 
post-graduate course in film studies 
has got the go-ahead and studies 
are to beBin as soon as the UGC 
grant is ;Feceived, 

- tmm Mm,' IMtaMs' . < ' ' . 


SM^y.s-r<4 Sapisnoa/ mi 


57 






NEWS 


KERALA 

Dispute Without End 


A seven-years strike remains unresolved 


T he seven-year-old strike by the 
Nadar Mahajan Sangha (NMS) in 
K^aja to press for reservations in 
proportion to their population, poss¬ 
ibly belongs to the Guiness Book of 
WbrJtf Records. Ever since a few 
members of the NMS marched to the 
“satyagraha” gate of the Trivandrum 
secretariat on 14 March 1978, three 
ministries of different hues have left 
their imprint on the state’s history. 
But beneath the huge tree that 
shades the main gate of the state 
secretariat,the thatched shed of the 
NMS strikers stands like a fort. For 
each of the 2,629 days of the strike, 
members of the NMS have been on a 
relay hunger-strike. 

The Nadars (incidentally, the late 
K. Kamaraj was a Nadar) are secular 
and, in fact, see no religious barriers; 
in a Nadar family there could be 
Hindus as well as Christians. “So 
when it came to reservation we were 
neglected,” said Kadavil Chandran, 
president of the NMS. The Nattoor 
commission which studied the prob¬ 
lem of reservation in Kerala said that 
there were not enough Nadars to 
warrant a special quota. But the NMS 
claims a strength of 2S lakh Nadars, 
concentrated in the Trivandrum and 
Idukki districts. When P.K. 
Vasudevan was the chief minister, 
the Nadars, were granted one per 
cent reservation and the Nadar girls 
were granted scholarships for studies 
on the basis of their financial status. 
Most of the Nadars are palm-tappers 
by profession and Mr Nair appointed 
an enquiry committee to study their 
problems. The recommendations of 
the committee are yet to be consi¬ 
dered. However, the present govern¬ 
ment has already appointed a special 
officer to implement the committee’s 
report. 

Is this then a case of “always 
asking for more?” The relay hunger 
strike goes on like an epic drama. 
The NMS has sAakhasorunitsspread 
throughout the state and each unit is 
expected to send members in turn. 
There are also members like K.B.A. 
John, a member of the board of the 
directors of the NMS who, sitting 
inside the thatched satyagraha hut 
told Sunday: “1 must have lain here 
for about three years. I think if 
tomorrow morning nobody comes to 
continue the relay I will stay here, 
fast throughout the day and eat 
something at night.” Nevertheless, 
there are days when the pandal is 
empty. 


Kadavil Chandran, who has just 
been awarded his doctorate for a 
comparative study of Hindi and 
Malayalam poets is not very optimis¬ 
tic about the strike being called off 
soon. Said he: “Most of our demands 
are yet to be conceded^ow only Christ¬ 
ian Nadars belonging to the Church 
of South India and Hindu Nadars are 
benefitted by reservations. We have 


also got other demands like free land 
from the government for a Kamaraj 
Memorial centre in Trivandrum.” 

Observers here, however, feel that 
Nadars have got more than they 
deserve. Talks with the government 
takes place at periodic intervals, 
more as a routine and less as an 
effort to end the longest strike in the 
country. Interestingly, no slogans are 
shouted by the NMS strikers; they sit ■ 
there watching as new saty^rahis 
come and go. And each morning the 
hunger-striker pastes the number of 
the new day. 

flbwa N. John, Trhmndnm 


RAJASTHAN 

ProMems of image 


eimir watou ek bo have been dealt with in this man- 
Vfpoliticiaiu with tarnished ner. The condemnation in the form 
im^ be Aiaited),’* is the slogan of denial of a party ticket without 
being given by those who were providing the condemned persons 
denied Congress(I) tickets for any opportunity of an explanation 
another term in the state Vidhan or defence has made people believe j 
Sabhas during the March 1985 that they really have an unclean 
Assembly eledtons. image. No self-respecting person 

can live in this atmosphere of 
The slogan was first raised in condemnation in public eyes with 
Rajasthan by Shriram Gotewala no way to explain his position.” 
who was among soven ministers The recent induction of a few 

in the state to be denied party such “condemned” persons in high 
tickets when in the eyes of the high positions appears to have come as a 
command they did not have a good morale-booster for these politi- 
reputatibn on account (rf their un- dans. This has given them a chance 
clean image. In , all, about 1,100 to take up cudgels with the party 
sitting MLAs including 70 ministers high command. The letter goes on 
were not given Congress (1) tickets, to say, “one of these condemned 
for thiSy reason. Congress (I) members was forttin- 

On denial of a party ticket, Mr ate enough to get a berth in Bibsur 
Gotewala, who was Rajasthan’s cabinet and still another friend 
minister of state for cooperatives from amongst us was more fortuo- 
and animd husbandly in former ate to become chief minister at 
chief minister Shiv Charan Maharashtra, Still another has 
Mathur*$ cabinet, bad come out been elected to Rajya Sabha from , 
openly apthut pka party high com- Maharashtra but the remaining 
mend for j^harary befisviottr, large bulk of us still stand conde* 

Now he has arawlmi ^bugh a amed with no way to vindicate 
letter addres^ to all !^1|iis party- one’s position:^ 
men with tarnished images” to Mr Gotewala explained that with 
unite and fightIhe injustice done the stigma at an “unclean image,”' 
m ihm. The tetter ^dquains dMt as he finds it difficult to fa<m Ids . 
a result of deitUd -of Conp«8(l) friends, relatives and the public. “I 
tickets the people nt large have do not know how exactly you feel, 
started con^tenng then to be the but in my humble opinion your 
persons condemned by the party, feelings cannot be difterent,” he 
“It coidd not have been a situsthm says in his letter.“If. your feeling 
worse than this,” die tetter nys. It mre similar to that of mine, should 
went on, *!f su^ aceusattens were all those le^slators and miaisim^s . 
made by any govermnent or an who were denied Congress(I} tick- 
individual, die accused person ets in the March 1985 Assembly 
could get his Unea ctesaed % faav- electionameet to discuss their posi-^ 
ing recourse to legal reotedy. Bat tion?”—he has suggested Jaipur a*< 
the unfortunate ccMUfaeiptetteB.by the venue of such a coofiusiiec.. ; 
die party -high 'Oatetti ^ ’uaijdd jeer, Mmp dhsad ■Q mdk, Mgm • ' 

— . . . ... 1 . 1 . .n il ...... 

SUNDAY e-M StpamMf ilHi, 
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J.B.Patnaik's Losing Battle 

Will K.P.Singh Deo succeed him? 


i mmediatelv after his return fiom 
Delhi on 10 August, Orissa chief 
minister J B Patnaik told reporters 
that he knew the press would state in I 
the next morning’s papers that he 
had not met Prime Minister Rativ 
Gandhi, during his six day stay in the 
capital Whaf Patnaik wanted to 
stress was that the press would play 
up an eyent which was not worth 
noting But the Congress(I) partvmen 
in Orissa do not agree 
Said a pi eminent Congress(l) legis 
I lator, “We were in touch with our 
' MPs in Delhi ever since the Prime 
Minister returned after his two day 
visit to Orissa (on 26 and 27 luly) and 
particularly during and after the 
chief minister’s Delhi visit The MPs 
) tell us that Patnaik s days are num 
1 bered ’’ No one, however actually 
I knows when the J B Patnaik era 
I which has lasted ovci five years will 
I end But one thing is clear Patnaik 
has lost his fiim grip on the paits and 
the government Ai cot ding to some 
partymen and officers who have 
I been close to him, the chief minister 
has been feeling insecuie right from 
the beginning of his second teim He 
is no longer in the Piime Minister’s 
good books Patnaik is not on good 
terms with Arun Singh, Natwar 
Singh, V P Singh and Arjun Singh 
since he knows that they support 
union minister of state lor personnel 
^ and administiative refotms KP 
Singh Deo who is fiom Orissa 

It appeared that Patnaik was very 
apprehensive when Natwar bingh 
came on a four day visit to Orissa in 
early June and met his adversaries in 
the Congress(I) and others like Nan 
dim Satpathy, Kahnu Charan Lenka, 
Basant Kumar Biswal and several top 
officials Political observers attached 
greater significance to Natwar 
Singh’s “political mission” as he com 
pletely ignored Patnaik during the 
last three days of his stay at a Janata 
leader, Anang Uday Singh Dec’s 
house at Bhubaneswar because he is 
KP Singh Dec’s first cousin 

The furious Patnaik lobby enti 
cised Natwar Singh for his “destabi 
lising” political activities in Orissa 
with the help of the chief minister’s 
“enemies from the opposition par 
ties ” But as the campaign did not 
have any effect on the high com¬ 
mand, Patnaik sent his revenue 
muuster Jugal Kishore Patnaik, to 
Delhi soon after Natwar Singh had 


left Bhubaneswar on a factfinding 
mission to the capital But Jugal 
Patnaik made little headway After 
reports that Mr Singh had submitted 
a paper on the J B Patnaik govern 
ment to the high command, the chief 
minister’s wife, Jayanti Patnaik MP, 
however, secured a letter from Nat 
war Singh saying chat his mission to 
I Bhuoaneswar was not directed 
against Patnaik The CM temporarily 
I saved his image among his suppor 
' ters in the state Congress(I), but 
Natwar Singh has continued to be a 
I source of worry to Patnaik The un 
' ion minister of state for steel who 
again visited Onssa on 3 and 4 Au 
I gust to visit the mini steel plant of 
I KP Singh Deo’s brother at Dhenkan 



J.B Patnaik. cornered 


al, has made several statements ab¬ 
out Patnaik which could be ominous 
for the chief minister His reference 
to K P Singh Deo as the “future chief 
minister” has been taken by the 
Congress(I) quite seriously These 
circles claim that if K P Singh Deo is 
unwilling to enter state politics for 
the time being, someone else would 
be chosen in consuitf.tion with him to 
replace Patnaik in the near future 
Natwar Singh’s visits and the 
Prime Minister’s trip have led to 
speculation about Patnaik’s future 
Though some political observers feel 
that Rajiv Gandhi did not come on a 
“political inspection,” it is clear that 
he had a first-hand knowledge of 
Painaik’s much-trumpeted “prog¬ 
ress” and war against poverty Mr 
Gandhi obviously felt ^ter seeing 
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thousands of starving and diseased 
people in Kalahandi and Phulbani 
that the schemes were poorly im 
plemented Patnaik, who was re¬ 
portedly called to Delhi on 5 August, 
could not meet the Prime Mmister 
despite his best efforts, but was 
handed over a two page letter from 
the PM suggesting measures that 
would have to be taken in right 
earnest to help the poor The letter 
mentioned “widespread poverty, ex 
treme hunger and acute scarcity,”— 
facts which Patnaik and his revenue 
minister had been denying 
Patnaik is, howevei, trying to put 
up a brave front in his bid to main 
tain his grip on the paity rank and 
file He has dismissed Mr Gandhi's 
letter as a “usual correspondence” 
although his information and public 
relations department released what 
is now known as a “censored vei 
Sion” of the letter At a press confer 
ence on August J B Patnaik, 
when asked whether he would re 
lease the complete text of the letter. 



K.P Sing h Deo hiture CM? __ 

evaded the question The CM has 
tried his best to counter earlier re 
ports that his government tried to 
hide the catastrophe by helping peo¬ 
ple in a few selected areas a week 
before Gandhi’s visit He even tried 
to convince newsmen that there were 
no efforts by his government to dis¬ 
courage the PM from visiting some of 
the interior villages 
But there are indications that his 
trusted lieutenant Basant Biswal who 
had turned against him because he 
was denied a ticket to contest the 
Assembly polls, is planning to return 
to the fold If Biswal, a powerful 
Hgure in state politics does patch up 
his feud with ^e Patnaik family, it 
might be possible for the chief minis¬ 
ter, to breathe a little easier. 
SanNfe. A MwNte, ■ fc is k t e aw a r 
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Unhealthy Tactics 


Health department violates court orders 


**IJealth'of the health department 
llis itself very unhealthy and doc¬ 
tors, medical students and others in 
the services of the department con¬ 
stitute a fair number of litigants of 
this court from time to time on 
account of vagaries of the depart¬ 
ment,” remarked Jutices H.L. 
Agrawal and R.C. Sinha of Patna 
High Court in June 1983, while dis¬ 
posing of a petition challenging the 
ad hoc appointments in Bihar’s 
health department. Now, after more 
than two years, instead of recover¬ 
ing, the department has deteriorated 
further. To top it all, laws are being 
j “made” to violate the directives of 
I the courts—be it the Patna High 
I Court or the Supreme Court—as the 
I health department is preparing to 
1 regularise the appointments of more 
than 2,700 doctors appointed on ad 
hoc basis since 1979. The Bihar Pub¬ 
lic Service Commission (BPSC) prac¬ 
tically has no say in this matter. 

I The High Court had instructed the 
I state government to regularise the 
! appointments of the doctors by way 
I of competitive examinations com- 
j prising a written and an oral test, 

I within six months after the judgment 
j (delivered on 31 December 1983). It 
'• had iher. ruled that doctors who were 
I not duly regularised within the 
j period, stood dismissed automatical- 
' ly. The court order allowed the state 
' government to relax the upper age 
limit of the ad hoc appointees who 
; would have to take the tests but 
j asked not to give them any other 
advantage When the Bihar govern¬ 
ment appealed to the Supreme 
Court, the six month period was 
extended by a further two months, 
i However, Bihar’s health minister, 
I Saryu Mishra, has already instructed 
I his officials to regularise these pri- 
i vileged appointees. While Mishra 
I told SuNUAY that the government had 
I the power to do so, chief minister 
: Bindeswari Dubey said that the reg- 
, ularisation would be done through 
i interviews thus avoiding the written 
tests as decreed by the High Court. 
The ad hoc appointments violated 
I other prescribed norms as well: the 
constitutional provision of reserva- 
I tions for scheduled castes and sche- 
I duled tribes was not honoured; the 
j candidates’ merits were ignored; and 
if some doctors’ allegations are to be 
believed, money changed hands. The 


Supreme Court sent a show cause 
notice to the departpient for con¬ 
tempt of court in mid-April for violat¬ 
ing its directive and the court is yet 
to dispose it of. But in the meantime 
the department allowed another 27 
ad hoc appcintments with retrospec¬ 
tive effect from 1983 on the pretext 
that arrangements for these appoint¬ 
ments were in the process of comple¬ 
tion before the court orders. 

A spokesman of the the Junior 
Doctors Front opposing these ad hoc 
appointments said that among those 
appointed on ad hoc basis during this 
period was the son of a minister. The 
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Striking BHiar doctors demonstrating 
in Patna 


minister’s son is one of the lucky few 
to have been promoted as an assis¬ 
tant professor. This was against the 
normal practice of not promoting atf 
hoc appointees. In more than 200 
cases, ad hoc doctors were granted 
two years’ study leave to pursue 
post-graduate courses when their 
appointments were for a period of six 
months only. In some cases 
leave was granted from the very • 
first day of their service. Under the 
rule, this privilege is only given to 
commissioned doctors who have com¬ 
pleted two years of service. 

Dr U.P. Varma,who was the health 
minister during Jagannath Mishra’s 
chief , ministership, had requested 
the BPSC to advertise for all the' 
vacant posts including those held by 
the ad hoc appointees in order to fill 
them up “constitutionally ” during 
1981-82. But soon he was shifted to 
another department and the adver¬ 
tisement was withdrawn without 
assigning any reason. The “ad hoc- 
ism” cotttinued unabated and while 
the number of such appointments 
was well above 2,700 several merito¬ 
rious doctors remained unemployed. 
More so, doctors with negative marks 
too were appointed on ad hoc basis. 

The BPSC had, in the past, turned 
down three requests of the Bihar 
government to give jts concurience 
to regularise the ad hoc appointees; 
while it was directed by the court to 
adopt constitutional methods, the 
state government, for obvious 
reasons, withdrew from the legal 
process and pressed the commission 
to give its concurrence. What D 
Varma had in mind while requesting 
the commission to advertise for 
permanent posts ("against the ad 
hocism”) must have been guided by a 
spirit to follow the tradition of not 
bypassing constitutional authorities. 

In the meantime, chief minister 
Bindeswari Dubey has asked the new 
BPSC chairman, A.K.M. Hasan, to 
take a middle path between the 
health minister’s outright regularisa- 
tion without involving the commis¬ 
sion and the court’s order to regula¬ 
rise only through competitive 
written examinations arranged by 
the commission. Mr Hasan is under¬ 
stood to have been asked to conduct 
oral interviews by an experts' 
panel and do away with the written 
test. Interestingly, it is easier to 
manipulate oral interviews when it 
comes to ignoring the meritorious 
ones to make way for the sons and 
wards of influential people. The bat¬ 
tle lines are now clearly drawn be¬ 
tween 2,700 ad hoc appointees en¬ 
joying the governent’s patronage and 
5,000 unemployed doctors. 
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Was Brother Cherian Framed? 

Vice-principal of a school accused of sodomv 


A n unsuspecting vice principal of 
the Loyola High School in Patna 
greeted the inspector of Pataliputra 
police station when the latter visited 
the institution on 17 July Brother 
Cherian guided the police officer to 
the principal’s office as he thought 
that the inspector must have come to 
see the principal for his son who was 
a student of the school But to his 
utter surprise the Brother was told 
that he was under an est on charges 
of alleged sodomy 

‘ On 16 Jul> Dt Gopal Prasad Sinha, 
an associate professor of the Patna 
Medical College and Hospital had 
lodged an IIR at the Pataliputra 
police station alleging that Brother 
Cherian “attempted to commit an 
unnatural offenc e," involving his son 
Ajay Kumar who was a student of the 
seventh standard I he arrest of 
I Brothel Cherian took everyone by 
surprise since the police made no 
attempt to verify the allegation On 
17 (uly the vice principal was pro 
duced in court and his bail petition 
was rejected on the ground that it 
. was a case of attempted sodomy 
I Most of the missionaries of the citv 
i felt that Brother Cherian was framed 
I and this was yet another instance of 
the harassment the missionaries 
were being subjected to in Bihar 
Moreover Dr Sinha had used his 
, political connections to have the 
Bi other arrested Under th^ lead 
ership of Bishop BenedictCosta, all 
the heads oi the missionary institu 
I tions in Patna decided to close down 





their schools till tht case vs as with 
drawn and an enquiry st t up All we 
ask for is justice said S M Licetla, 
principal of the Patna Womtn’s Col 
lege Hard pressed by tht missionar 
les and the parents of the 12 000 odd 
students, tht chief ministci decided 
to set up a one man enquiry commit 
tee I'eaded by R N Dash commis 
sioner, Patna diyision lo enquire 
into the allegation However a large 
section of the jicople in Patna have 
expressed doubts about the impar 
tiality of the commission Moreover 
at the time of filing this report two 
weeks have ante passed but the 
report is far from complete Accoid 
ing to reliable souiccs it has been 
“dumped Reason tht leport was 
going to expose a luge numbci of 
high ranking point officials and 
bureaucrats including a (. tingressfl) 
MP who was despeiatiU trying to 
hush up the whole mattei 

Most of the teadicis this loires 
pondent sjioki lo wtit of tht opin 
ion that Ajay Kumai was a spoilt 
child Of late Ajay and his friend 
Ravi were constantlv defying the 
school auihoniits Ihty hardly 
came in school uniforms and legular 
ly received bad remarks from 
Brother Cherian On one occasion the 
Brothei called lor Ajay’s mother, 
Indira Sinha Ms Sinha, who con 
tested the Assembly elections on a 
Congress(I) ticket and lost was irked 
at this incident and she vowed to 
take revenge Naveen Aiay’s friend 
and accomplice in most of his mis 



deeds, also enjoys a notorious repu i 
ration at school In April this year, he | 
stole two bicycles from the school to 
buy a revolver When Naveen 
I brought home the revolver, his 
father, a professor of economics at 
I the Patna University was so furious 
that he locked his son up in a room 
I Naveen freed himself and dis 
appeared only to surface a week 
later in Ajay’s house There are 
several inconsistencies in Ajay’s 
statement to the police The FIR 
states that the unnatuial act’’ was | 
attempted on 14 July when Ajav had I 
come to play table tennis in school 
But at that time Brothei Cherian was 
busv instructing ^0 odd students and 
all through he was m the company of 
Brother lose 

The missionaries used the incident 
to voice their protest against growing | 
harassment of the Church by the 
administiation in Bihar Accoidingto ' 
a source who wished to remain tin 
named, the school authorities aie | 
constantly requested by politicians 
buieaucrats and top police officials 
to admit their waids When such 
requests are turned down the process 
of intimidation starts Precious little i 
was done when a Jesuit priest was 
murdeicd in Sasaram a lew months 
back Later an American priest Fr 
Martinseck was shot and he died in 
Mokameh’s Nazareth Hospital At , 
the Tripoha Hospital in Patna mum ' 
eipal authorities connived to manipu 1 
late documents to prov e that they did j 
not pay taxes for seveidl years Last 
year a Congress(I) MIA entered the 
Kurji Holy Family Hospital and fired 
a tew rounds from his gun aftei he , 
was refused permission to visit a 
patient 

The press of the city decided to 
side with the powerful Indira Sinha 
In an interview published in a daily 
she said that she had found out fiom 
I the maid servants of Kurji Holy 
|i Family Hospital that Brother Che 
I nan was a man of questionable char 
I acter Her husband. Dr Gopal Prasad, 
denied that iliere was any conspiracy 
against the missionaries He added, 

I “We are connected with politics and 
I politicians but it is the missionaries 
who are adopting pressure tactics by 
closing the schools I am leady to go 
to the Supieme Court with this case 
I Just because they are a minority, the 
I missionaries cannot do whatever 
they like ” The 11 year old Ajay was 
quick to add “1 am talkative, 1 drive 
a tai, 1 go to school without a uniform 
but that doesn’t mean I should be 
sodomised, after the expeiience 1 
have come to know that Brother 
Cherian is the worst person in the 
I world ’’ 


Father Cherian: accused 


Aiay Komar difficult child 
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For the Life of a Building 


The death sentence on a High Court budding is stayed 


I n what must Surely be a unique 
case, lawyers and judges at the 
Karnataka High Court na\c 
had to aigue and decide upon the 
fate of a building that is a part of 
their everyday life the 116 year old 
Attara Cutcherry that houses the 
Karnataka High Court When, final 
ly, a writ petition filed bv some 
prominent senior citirens against the 
government’s decision to demolish 
the ancient structure was dismissed 
last year one would have thought 
that the controversv would come to 
an end and with it, the Attara Cutch 
erry Undaunted the petitioners 
sought special leave application and 
approached the Supreme Court to 
save the building from demolition 
Last fortnight a Supreme Court 
bench directed the state government 
to reconsider the decision to demol 
ish, virtually reversing the decision 
of the High Court and giving a new 
twist to the controversy Once again, 
the fate of the building hangs in the 
balance What makes the case intri 
gumg IS that the judges of the Kama 
taka High Court notwithstanding the 
dismissal of a petition, are them 
selves in favoui of the demolition of 
the existing structure The lawyeis 
are divided over the issue and the 
state government, indecisive 
The Attai a Cutcherry is a building 
of enchanting beauty and grace The 
red brick Grecian edifice was built 
by Mr Bowring between 1864 and 
1868 when he was the commissioner 
of Mysoie The edifice cost 
about Rs 4 “> lakhs by the time it 
was completed in 1868 

tor almost a century the Attara 


Cutcherry in Bangalore housed the 
secretariat and much later even the 
legislature When Kengal Hanuman 
thiah, the former chief minister, 
built the Vidhana Soudha, a massive 
granite structure opposite the Attara 
Cutcherry in 1956, he executive and 
I the legislature moved over to the 
other* side of the road and the judici 
I ary became the sole possessor of the 
building This arrangement of having 
’ the judiciary and the legislature on 
either side of the Dr Ambedkar Ave 
nue has, over the years, become a 
landmark in Bangalore 
I The decision to demolish the build 
ing was taken during the last days of 
I the Gundu Rao government The 
Janata government which came to 
I power thereafter appeared reluc 
tant to demolish the edifice, but later 
I bowed to the wishes of the 

judges, although the public works 
minister, Mr Deve Gowda, put it on 
record that the building was stable 
I and would last for a further 25 years 
with some repairs and that the gov 
ernment was onlv obliging the 
I judges 

I The government also took the opin 
ion of several experts, including 
Achuta Rao, a UN expert The Achu 
ta Rao report supported Mr Deve 
Gowda’s contention that the building 
' was structurally sound and could do 
with some repairs costing about Rs 
I 50 lakhs Around the same time, 
I architecture students of a local cn 
gineering college also presented a 
I paper at a national workshop, 
arguing that the building need not be 
I demolished and that repairs were 


The Attara ( utcherri not just another old building 



sufficient to prolong its life The 
government however, decided to go 
ahead with the demolition, even af¬ 
ter considering these reports Apart 
from the judges’ inclination, the gov 
ernment also took into consideration 
the fact that the High Court needed 
more floor space The Gangaram 
building collapse also appears to 
have weighed in the final decision It 
was then decided that a similar struc 
ture with the same facade at a cost of 
Rs 11 crores would be built after 
demolishing the old structure 
The decision provoked a good deal 
of controversy and the matter fi 
gured prominently on the flooi of the 
legislature Several prominent peo 
pie, aware of the architectural, aes 
thetic and historical significance of 
the monument appealed to the gov 
ernment not to go ahead with the ^ 
proposed demolition When the gov 
ernment paid no heed sev eral senior 
and respected cituens from different 
walks of life, among them well I 
known rationalist and educationist, i 
Dr H Narasimhaiah and actor Anant 
Nag, filed a petition before the Kar } 
nataka High Court seeking to aveit 
the demolition and declaring ir a 
piotected monument 
In the ensuing case the petitioners 
argued at length for the preservation 
of the building which they said was a | 
part of ancient legacy that any city | 
would treasure The building is also a 
symbolic “connecting chord” be 
tween the past and the present The I 
petitioners argued that the govern 
ment decision did not speak of an 
understanding of the pricelessness of 
the histone monument in terms of its 
cultural value and architectural 
beauty ^ 

Even as the case was moving on to 
a climax, preparations were already 
underway to demolish the structu e 
It was also decided to invite the then 
C hief Justice of the Supreme Court, 

Mr Chandrachud, to lay the founda 
tion stone of the new building, a 
replica of the Attara Cutcherry, 
which IS to be built at a cost of Rs 20 
crores (as per revised estimates) 

On 16 August 1984, Justice Venk 
atachalaiah und Justice Vittal Rao of 
the Karnataka High Court dismissed 
the petition filed by Anant Nag and 
others, at the same time rejecting an 
oral application seeking a certificate 
of fitness to appeal to the Supreme 
Court However, the petitioners 
sought a special leave application 
The Supreme Court took up the case 
in the middle of August without 
going into the merits of the case 
suggesting that the state government 
should reconsider the decision to 
demolish the building under the Kar 
nataka Ancient Monuments Act 
ChkUmtnd l^lghaUm, Bangthre 
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One thousand metres below 
the ocean, one man blazes new 
trails in the water. 

Combing the bottomless 
depths for the fabulous treasures 
it holds. For oil. For minerals. 

For food. For new sources of 
energy. 

In a deep’sea vehicle fitted 
with sensing gear. A battery of 
cameras. Four-foot long robot 
arms and giant hands that can 
actually feel... 

One thousand metres below 
the sea, a high-tech bubble called 
Deep Rover prises open the 
secrets of the ocean... 

The hunt is on. 

As deep-sea technology races 
ahead, United India keeps pace. 

With trail-blazing policies like 
our cover for ONGC’s high-risk, 
high-gain venture at Bombay 
High. 

For India’s exciting Antarctic 
adventure. 

For the mammoth fleet run by 
the Shipping Corporation of 
India. 

And for solitary fishermen in 
their battle for survival. 

Adapting to needs as they 
evolve. Stepping out beyond the 
beaten track with the assurance 
of security. Fostering the spirit of 
adventure. 

So that you can dream of 
conquering new worlda Of 
pushing back frontiers further 
and further. 

So that you can work on 
making your dreams come alive. 
Keeping your feet on the ground 
while you reach for the stars... 

United India will be there 
tomorrow. 

Watching, guarding, antici¬ 
pating. 

Whatever. Wherever. 



UNITED INDIA 
INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

We’llbe there. 
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F irst it was Dhar meniira 
and Hema who became 
parents, and now it is the 
tom of Deepti and Fta- 
kMsb Jba. Oeepu/who is 
expecung her first child in 
January, is busy finishing 
ail her commitments be¬ 
fore she leaves for her 
home in New York in late 
October. The proud 
mother-to-be who had in¬ 
itially decided to have a 
baby only after three 
years ofmamagehas 
apparently changed her 
mind. Her pregnancy also 
belies the speculation of 
her imminent divorce Pra-. 
kash IS also planning to 
shoot a film in Rajasthan 
with Deepu in the lead 
role. Deepti’s domestic as 
well as professional prob¬ 
lems seem to be fast sort¬ 
ing out. 

O ne wonders what has 
suddenly gone wrong 
with the Hero pair 
hieepakshi St^adn and 
Jackie Shroff. At the sets 
of one of their recent 
films, the cold vibes be¬ 
tween the two almost but 
froae Uie rest of the unit. 
The two of them not only 
disregarded the simple 
courtesy of greeting each 
other but ignored one 
another all throughout the 
dacy- 

O ne person who has 
taken the maxim, ‘Love 
thy neighbour' senously is 
Statrughan Stnha. During 
his recent visit he fell in 
love with Pakistan and 
since his return he has 
been trying to instil this 
love among his colleagues 
in the film industry. Apart 
from making a lot of 
friends, he also had a long 
ineetiog with President 
Zia-ul Haq during which, 
according to Shatru, they 
■discussed a number of cru¬ 
cial problems concerning 
the tfro countries. “I found 
dhe man to be very civil¬ 
ised «nd courteous. My 
meeting with him helped 
me to understand the man 
and the leader better. He 
s h e a re d a tot of concern for 
the peofle o€ India and 
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assured me that he would 
try his best to improve 
relations between the two 
countries. I was also sur¬ 
prised when he showed in¬ 
terest in the Indian film 
industry," Shatru says. 

•‘He even knows that Man- 
oj Kumar is making a film 
with the Pakistani star 
couple Mohammad Ali and 
Zeb,” he adds The meeting 
With the President over, 
Shatru did not forget to 
call on cricketer Mohsin 
Khan and wife Reena, who 
was his colleague not so 
long ago Shatru’s ro¬ 
mance with Pakistan con¬ 
tinues unabated he dres¬ 
ses in Pakistani outfits, 
talks incessantly about the 
country to everyone who is 
willing to listen and even 
encourages friends to visit 
Pakistan 

E ven before Priya Ten¬ 
dulkar cou\6 find a 
firm foothold in cinema, 
she had been the talk of 
the industry There were 
rumours about her di 
vorce the man in question 
was Kannada actor Anant 
Nag with whom she had 
supposedly been married 
for seven years And now, 
she IS being accused of 
breaking up Barkha Roy’s 
(sister of Reena Roy) mar¬ 
riage Priya retorts angri¬ 
ly “How can 1 divorce a 
husband who never ex- 
isted> And as for this man 
Mahesh Anand (a top mod¬ 
el), he was just my leadi^ 
man in a film 

W ema and Dharmeadra 
are a set of dis¬ 
appointed parents. The 
birth of a girl instead of a 
boy has bmn a sad let¬ 
down especially as the 
doctors had confirmed af¬ 
ter a sonography test that 
it would be a boy. Hema« 
of coursejhas decided not 
to show her disappoint¬ 
ment. “Agiri isasgood as 
a boy. Didn’t I achieve so 
mudi even though I am a 
girl?" she asks Hema will 
Shortly be returning to 
work and she is Kheduled 
to resume worlc 
, widi a TV serial written by 
1 Golsar. 
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For the Love of Tennis 

The Tennis Players Association of India has taken up the noble tusk of unearthing and 
nurturing promising young tennis players throughout the countiy. The organisation has 
forged ahead though it has had to cross many hurdles. 


O f the 20 top tennis players in 
the world, six are from 
Sweden, a country where ice- 
^ hockey and table-tennis are 

I the most popular sports. They are all 
i young men, who were presented with 
I I tennis rackets when they were chil- 
/ I dren and told to emulate Bjorn Borg 
i Martina Navratilova and Ivan Lendl, 

I two tennis siars who have already 
booked their places in the hall of 
fame of tennis, are from Czechoslova¬ 
kia, which has no tradition as a 
tennis-playing nation Hete too, ten¬ 
nis IS booming under the careful 
supervision ol the state sponsored 
coaches. It was the same with Austra¬ 
lia in the late Fifties and Sixties 
when the phalanx from Down Under 
ruled the tennis courts of the world. 
Behind the all-coiuiuci ing brigade 
led by Rod Laver was Harry Hop- 
man, under whose watchful eye, the 
faults ol the future super-stars were 
ironed out. 

While other countries have pio- 
diiced champions almost overnight, 
India has lagged far behind For 


every Ramanathan Krishnan and Vi- 
jay Amritraj, other countries have- 
produced top players with almost 
metronomic efficiency. If India has 
to produce a crop of leading interna¬ 
tional tennis stars, the effort w'ill 
have to be more on unearthing and 
then nurturing tennis talent. It is on 
the junior tennis players that the 
tennis bodies will have to place their 
faith in 

It is this unenviable and ungla- 
mourous task—of producing top 
players—that the Tennis Flayers 
Association of India (TPA) has taken 
up. The TPA was formed in 1972, a 
stormy year for international ten¬ 
nis—with ex-international Naresh 
Kumar as the executive president 
and Ramanathan Krishnan and Vijay 
Amntraj amongothers as membeis 
But the organisations which was 
formed with so much fanfare re¬ 
mained comparatively inactive for a 
few years. The long climb back, 
however, began with the Campa Fies 
ta, a series of exhibition matches in 
Delhi, Bombay, Caicuita and Madras 


in the late Seventies with the three 
Amritraj brothers—Vijay, Anand 
and Ashok—and Chiradeep Mukher- 
jee as participants. “It was our way 
of making our body known all over 
the country," said Anil Gupta, the 
present president of the TPA who 
took over from Premjit Lall in 1979. 
The fiesta was also the first occasion 
when Vijay Amritraj was playing 
competitive tennis in the country 
since the 197,9 Grand Prix and the 
national championships, immediate¬ 
ly after F'or tennis-lovers in the 
country and the TP.A, the fiesta was a 
major shot in the arm. Once again, 
tennis ceased to be a forgotten sport 
in the countrv 

In October 1978, the TPA orga¬ 
nised us first-ever junior tennis 
tournament and clinic in New Delhi. 
Sponsored by the Modis, it was a 
trail-blazer of sorts: for the first time 
in the country, prize money was 
awarded in a junior tournament, a 
fact which evoked tremendous critic¬ 
ism, “It was considered obnoxious to 
give prize money in those days,’’ 



The regional final of the All India Llmca junlore In progrees: the nearch for talent Photogteph* by n«)iv Ba*u 
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reminisces Gupta. “But today even 
the All India Lawn Tennis Associa¬ 
tion approves of it. The winners were 
actually given prize scholarships in 
the form of vouchers for buying their 
entire kit for the year. 

Soon afterwards, the TPA orga¬ 
nised the first comprehensive 
coaching scheme. The TPA, provided 
with land by the Delhi Development 
Authority, built a number of courts 
in the area. The two coaches, Balram 
and Hanuman Singh, trained 15 boys 
at a time; the daily sessions consist¬ 
ing of four hours of P.T. and tennis. 
Unfortunately, the complex had to 
be closed down just before the Asian 
Games because the Talkatora sta¬ 
dium was constructed in the area. 
The stretch of land provided in its 
stead, proved to be too far away from 
Delhi to attract young tennis players. 

It was only last year after the Parle 
Group took over as sponsors that the 
junior tournament could become a 
truly “All-India” one. In order to 
attract more talent, the tournament 
was revamped to include four region¬ 
al tourneys and the prize money was 
increased to Rs 1.25 lakhs. The win¬ 
ners and the runners-ups under all 
three age-groups (under-13, under-15 
and under-18) then travelled to Delhi 
for the Masters tournament. The 
prize money amounted to Rs 50,000. 

T hat the search for talent has 
yielded results is clear. Pra^eep 
Raman, the must outstanding junior, 
was sent for a six-week intensive 
coaching stint to Harry Hopman’s 
clinic in Florida. And his perform¬ 
ance in the Southern States Junior 
Championships in Florida, clearly 
revealed his talent His 

stint with Hopman had shar¬ 
pened his game. Despite being un¬ 
seeded, he fought his way into the 
finals defeating the second-seeded 
player in the semi-finals. Six of the 
other juniors have joined Vijay 
Amritraj’s tennis school. 

The TPA’s efforts to widen the net 
to gather new talent continues. Plans 
have been made to hold 12 (instead 
of the present four) regional tourna¬ 


ments in 1986. These matches are 
likely to be held in the smaller towns 
like Bhubaneswar and Jamshedpur 
in the eastern sector, Trivandrum 
and Hyderabad in the southern zone 
and Indore, Ahmedabad, Jaipur and 
Chandigarh in the western and 
northern regions, respectively. The 
reason; to make tennis a more broad- 
ba.sed activity by developing an in¬ 
terest in the smaller towns and spot¬ 
ting talent in these areas. 

Such an itinerary is likely to cause 
major problems as there are no prop¬ 
er playing facilities in many of the 
smaller towns. “It’s shocking,” said 
Gupta“There are one million people 
living in Jaipur and yet, there are 
potholes in every court.”Tennis 
courts in other places are not much 
better with most grass courts having 
more weeds than grass, said Gupta. 
The lack of all-weather courts is 
likely to make it even more difficult 
for the development of new talent. 

The urgent need, therefore, is new 
courts. With most of the lawn tennis 
associations lacking funds and the 
state government not interested in 
fostering a sport which is considered 
“elitist” and “expensive,” the re¬ 


sponsibility clearly falls on the in¬ 
dustrial houses. Some firms like 
Parle’s and ITC have already come 
forward. Parle’s, for instance, has 
agreed to sponsor the building and 
maintenance of “public courts” } 
along with changing rooms and gym¬ 
nasiums in various parts of the coun¬ 
try. But the problem of acquiring the 
land remains. 

More than just development of 
facilities, what is necessary is a grass¬ 
roots approach to tennis. “Look at 
the French,” said Gupta. “There are 
50,000 youngsters playing tennis at 
the inter-school and inter-college 
levels. There are local councils which 
consist of full-time coaches and 
directors paid by the government of 
France which ‘adopt’ the most prom¬ 
ising players.” 

“The official bodies,” says Gupta, 
are “just voluntary organisations 
which have been given recognition. 
Most of the people in charge are 
ceremonial heads who are holding 
these positions for their own be¬ 
nefits.” According to him, the play¬ 
ers’ grievances can hardly be met by 
the players of yesterday who are as 
conservative in their thinking as the 
other officials. “Men like Dilip Bose 
and Sumant Mishra have got more 
out of the game as officials of the 
AILTA than what they have given to 
the game,” he said. It is necessary, 
said Mr Gupta, to have full-time paid 
directors to look after the game espe¬ 
cially at the junior level. "Tennis 
have to become an industry if we are 
to unearth talented players regular¬ 
ly,” said Gupta. Only then that India 
will be able to make its mark in 
today’s tremendously competitive 
world of professional tennis. 

MtfayChaiifdhiay, Cafcutte 
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Where Music is a 
WayofUfe 

The Sangeet Research Academy, a Calcutta-based charitable trust 
and the only one of its kind in the country, helps promising young classical 
musicians in their quest for excellence 


ao, hen ^ao (Sins, daugh- 
fer sing)” Like a loving 
mother helping her only 
child take the first falter- I 
I ing steps, Oirija Devi hummed a few j 
j notes of the song with the tive-vear ; 
I old child. Suddenly she stopped play- i 
i ing the harmonium and in a voice I 
that was barely audible said some- | 
! thing to the small girl. When she | 
j started to play again, the little child's j 
I voice took wing and as the notes ' 
flowed out, Girija Devi smiled, i 
fla.shing her brilliant teeth. Happi¬ 
ness w'as writ all over her face. Her 
pupil had done her proud. ! 

Set amidst sylvan surroundings, | 
far away from the bustle of Calcut¬ 
ta’s streets IS the Sangeet Research 
Academy (SRA). Housed in a historic 
mansion, filled with the memories of 
Tipoo Sultan’s descendants,-.he SRA 
is the only organisation of its kind in 


the country nurturing promising 
young Indians to flower into acknow¬ 
ledged musicians. The SRA is thus 
unique in that it tries to keep alive 
the Curukiil system, so important to 
Indian classical music. It is not un¬ 
usual therefore, on any morning, to 
find young Rashid Khan practising in 
Nisar Hussain Khan’s bungalow 
while almost cheek by jowl is house¬ 
wife Dalia Raut doing her riaz in 
Girija Devi’s residence. Often one 
hears a few sentences blurted oiu in 
anger by the guru, but then as one of 
the scholars said, “It is all part of the 
tradition. How will I learn if the guru 
does not shout at me for my mis¬ 
takes?” 

Giriia Devi and her pupil are both 
an inseparable part of that tradition 
kept alive through the centuries: the 
guru-si'thya parampara. “The col¬ 
lapse of this system has brought 


about a degeneration in the art,” said 
noted vocalist and director of the 
SRA, Vijay Kichlu. Said he, “Unless 
we go back to the system of a father 
teaching his son, no perfect musician 
can be produced. Today's system is a 
commercial one. Anyone, whether he 
or shepossesses the talent or not, goes 
to a musician, pays him some money 
to learn the art. But art cannot be 
bought with money. It requires love 
and dedication. There should be,” 
asserted Mr Kichlu, “a transfer of 
personality and an emotional rela¬ 
tionship between the teacher and the 
taught." 

It is to help such a relationship 
grow and produce a good musician 
that the SRA was launched. Con¬ 
ceived by Vijay Kichlu and fostered 
by the last chairman of ITC, A.N. 
Haksar, who wanted to do something 
lasting for classical music, SRA came 
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into being in 1977 Created as a 
public charitable trust—with such 
glittering stars as Satyajit Ray, 
Arvind Pankh, Yehudi Menuhin and 
Pandit Ravi Shankar among others 
as Its trustees—the SRA attempts to 
bring back the ancient mode of tram 
ing, where pupils not onlv lived with 
their gurus but also learnt under 
their direct supervision For this pur 
pose the academv engaged acknow 
ledged and learned masters like 
Ustad Nisar Hussain Khan (Saiswan 
Gharana) Ginja Devi (Benaras Ghar 
ana) Ustad Latafat Hussain Khan 
(Agra Ghaiana) and Nivntibua Sara 
mk (Jaipur Gharana) among others 
A couple of piomising and gifted 
students, chosen from all over the 
country after stringent qualifying 
tests, are attached to each master 
Each student is given a scholarship 
for around 10 years so that they can 
continue their training without any 
economic hardship 
Rashid Khan (18) is one such pro 
duct of the SRA The son of a small 
town tailor in Uttar Pradesh 
Rashid’s world would have been 
made up entirely of thimblts, nee 
dies, sewing machines and thread 
But his intense love for music had 
changed his mundane existence sud 
denly, when the SRA talent sear 
chers found him Today, after neaily 
SIX years of training at the feet ot 
Ustad Nisat Hussain Khan, Rashid 
has carved out a niche foi himself in 
the world of classical music singers 
I hanks to SRA, he tan pursue his 
fust love with no worries at all 
Theie is a second group of stho 
laiship holders They art young and 
promising performing aitistes who 
are not under a gutu but aie selected 
to develop their talent undei the 
guidance of the SRA s expert com 
mittee, again made up ot well known 
I musicians There is also a third group 
of trainees who do not liye on the 
premises These students receive 
free facilities of daily training at the 
SRA under the guidance of A Kanan 
But music, according to Vijay Kich 
lu, cannot be learnt by “learning 
music alone “ A student has to learn 
to speak correctly Uihchai an or pto 
nounciation is of utmost impoitance 
to good music It IS fot this leason 
that the SRA also holds language and 
general deportment classes And for 
their progress in music, each scholar 
IS evaluated by experts every three 
months Each student giyes a leciral 
and It IS then criticised by the mem 
bers of the committee Helpful sug 
gestions follow the criticism 

How far has the SRA been success 
ful in Its single minded devotion to 
imptoying classical music^ “I am 
proud to sav that my scholars are 
great,” said Vijay Kichlu, “we have 


many shortcomings but I have 
achieved a lot ’ Lning examples ot 
his woids ate vonng Ajay Chakiayar 
ty and Rashid Khan Chakiayaity 
I loined the academy yvhen he was 24 
years old Under the guidance of 
SRA’s expelt committee who have 
polished every aspet* of his singinj. 
he has been able to flowei into one of 
tht finest young yocalists in the 
country Chakiayarry is predicted to 
fill up the vacuum left by Ustad Bade 
Ghiilam All Said Chakiavarty 
‘ Were it not foi the SRA s expei t 
committee, who 1 tonsidei my guru I I 
would not have been where I am 
today The criticism sessions with the 
masters have been more than yyoith 
while ” 

SRA’s endeavour to put a lasting 
impiint on the pages of Indian clas 
sical music was crowned with success 
when It was chosen to be the sponsoi 
and the principal organiser of Indian 
classical music programmes foi the 
Festival of India in 198'> and 1986 in 
the USA J N Sapru, chan man of ITC 
Limited said, “America is a very 
important place tor us and the Fes 
tival of India a momentous event 

the SRA IS fulfilling an important 
task that of taking our music beyond 
our shoies ” 

The programme in the USA has 
been broken up into three phases 
The first one beginning this month 
and extending to early November '85 
will have four large festivals at the 
University of Maiyland, New York, 
San Francisco and Boston besides 
one day concerts at 20 different 
cities Apart from eminent musi 
Clans, well known musicologists will 
also be lecturing and conducting spe 
cial workshops in an effort to bring 
about an understanding and appre 
ciation of the rich and varied music 
of India to Americans In the second 
phase beginning in March 19i6, SRA 
will present six prodigies of India 
thiee from Hindustani classical 


I miisu and thri t fiom the Carnatic 
I systtm In ihe list phase beginning 
in September S(i a iiumbei of vctei 
I an musuims will Si on show 

Lookint track on Ins atliit\ements 
\iiay Kiihhi said My coceragt is 
onh i tltop nr tin oct in I’loducinp 
two oi foil musicians of a higl 
calitne is noi i nough One cit his 
biggest h nulii ips is that tfu SRA in 
it-.shoii lift ot lit n\ tils has been 
iblt It lit il with only Hindustani 
vocal imisiL and that touched upon 
only 1 lew ghat an IS But what is 
commend ibli is that Kuhlu s biairi 
child has bci n abli to ptodute musi 
iiatv ot tht (iilibrt of Aiav Chakta 
\aitv and Rasliid khan But for Kith 
lu there is gitaiti pleasuie from the 
tact that the childitti who have betn 
born in the SRA s total music en 
viioninent ate budding into fine 
di tistes themst h es One such is Ajay 
Chaki aval tvs fiyeveaioid pretty 
daughter Kaushiki Chakiavarty 
Perhaps Kichlu had hei uppermost 
in his mind when he optimistically 
said, “If out ot eyeiy 50 childien we 
hay e, we can pi oduce one Ajay Chak 
lavaity and one Rashid we will have 
fulfilled our purpose ’ 

While ITC s contribution to the 
SRA IS invaluable in terms of fi 
nances and intrastruciuie, it has 
been standing alone Vijay Kichlu, 
along with other classical music 
maeslros, is of the opinion that more 
organisations like ITC’ should come 
forward and lend a helping hand to a 
dream like the SRA Thev have a 
point because there are a large num¬ 
ber of sponsors for sports but the 
standard of our sportsmen have not 
improved Why do private or even 
public sector organisations take it 
upon themselves to help the growth 
of the fine arts Perhaps, it is for this 
reason that IT C’s venture needs to be 
commended 

Tkthankar tOieali, Ciriaulta 
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Sharma; scores again 


Feelings on 
I theSantoor 

F or classical miisa- fans. 
Shivkumai Sharma’s 
I Feelitifi.'i should make cie 
i lighiful listening. Tins 
' album released by IIMV is 
i a blend ot folk and light 
I classical music, similai to 
I the record he made sever 
I al years hj,,, named C all ot 
I the VdIJcv Siiartnawhohas 
: mastered the ^diitoot, 
1 needs no introduction he 
I has already established 
: for himself a name in the 
! film industry. He scored 
j the music for SiJs[Id. which 
1 was awarded the platinum 
j di.sc and mote recently 
Faasle feti hed a gold 

^ Heartening Feat 

6 June 198r>. It was a “his¬ 
tone moment” fo: the 
doctors of Tampa General 
Hospital, Tlonda, USA In 
what was believed to he 
Tampa’s first heart irans- 
I plant s u r g e I y , Tom 
1 Thrasher, a 42-year old 
businessman front Tampa, 
was given a fresh lease of 
life. The ciedit for this 
unique achievement goes 
I to Dr Raghavendra Vi- 
I jayanagar (44) and Dr 
I Michael Sweeney. But that 
j was not all. About a foil 
night later. Dr Vijay along 
with two other heart 
surgeons—Dr Paul Eck 
stein and Dr Michael 
Sweeney—saved the life 
of Glen F “Frank" Spurhn 
t in an operation that lasted 
three-and-a-half hours. Dr 
Vijay left India in 1964 to 
specialise in coronary 
bypass and surgery. 



Pedalling for Humanity 


S hock, sympathy, and de- 
nuticiation of Union 
Carbide’s callousness were 
the most common reac¬ 
tions of people to the 
Bhopal gus tragedy, the 
world ovet. While ‘ambu¬ 
lance cha.sers’ descended 
on Bhopal few 

have made genuine ges¬ 
tures ol condolence for the 
hapless victims. David 
Bergman (20) and 
Jonathan Evans f24) have, 
however, in a rare gesture 
(it benevolence, decided to 
I (High it out all the way 
from Birmingham, across 
('loTinents, lo Bhopal 

1 he two English students 
will) set out for their des¬ 


tination on their bicycles 
on 5 August, hope to raise 
at least £ 60,000 for the 
Bhopal gas victims. They 
will pass through Belgium, 
West Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, Yugoslavia, Bul¬ 
garia, Turkey, Iran and 
Pakistan en route to Bhop¬ 
al with their kitty. Besides, 
Evans and Bergman will 
also make another con¬ 
tribution, this time to the 
field of science: they will 
take blood samples from 
each other and send these 
back to Birmingham to 
ascertain the changes that 
take place in enzymes 
when the body is exposed 
to prolonged exercise at 
high altitudes. 


Dancing to Glory 

T hey had nevet seen any¬ 
thing like it before: the 
costumes, the dances, the 
sheer romanticism of the 
them€;s. It w'as in New 
'I'oik at the on going Fes- 
tisal of India that the 
dancitig couple Raja and 
Radha Reddy gave the 
Americans a taste of Indi¬ 
an tradition and culture. 
The couple have depicted 
scenes i:om the Bhagvad 
Citd and the Mahabhar- 


ata. Another item, Taran- 
gam, was done by the hus- 
band-and-wife duo along 
with Raja’s sister-in-law, 
Kaushalya. Married when 
they were children, Radha 
was influenced by Raja’s 
keen desire to be a dancer. 
While Radha trained with 
Raja, her husband learnt 
the Kuchipudi from Guru 
Vedantham Prahlada 
Sharma. Later in 1966 the 
couple moved over to De¬ 
lhi and from there it was a 
straight road to fame. 


Radha and Raja Rrdd>: doing famotislj 




Paul; good business 


Paul’s Share 
of Honour 

G uess in which corridors 
the London-based 
businessman, Swraj 
I (takeover) Paul, was 
loitering during his recent 
visit to Delhi'-’ No, he was 
not making inroads into 
' the Slone monolith called 
the Reserve Bank of India 
nor visiting any of his 
miiii.ster friends. He was 
inside the country's pre- 
i mier news agency Press 
I Trust of India (PTl), giving 
j rise to speculation that he 
I was going in for another 
! takeover 

j Swrai Paul was recent 
I ]y awarded the UN Coun- 
j cil for Youth Award by 
! President Zail Singh, for 
1 uplifting Indian industry 
as a non-resident Indian. 
He laughed at the words 
inscribed on the award: 

I “Shri Paul with his busi- 
1 ness ethics has opened up 
I a new chapter of industrial 
revolution.” Did he leave 
his multimillion pound 
abode in London only to 
receive the award? “1 
don't have the money, 1 
could not afford to come 
from London for this.” 
And about the court case 
over the Escorts shares, he 
was quick with his repar¬ 
tee: “I am a simple onlook¬ 
er in the episode. Escorts 
is fighting the RBI and the 
Life Insurance Company. 1 
am a silent sufferer.” 

Meanwhile, Paul’s 
‘ethical' enterprise.s con¬ 
tinue; he has Rs 700 
crores tied up in the Shah- 
jahanpur fertiliser plant 
in UP. 
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Fuel of the Fu ture 


I n his Mysterious Island, Jules 
Verne writes that water will one 
dav be used as a fuel That predic 
tion mav indeed come true in the 
late 1990s or early next centurv 
Scientists grappling with more futui 
istic energy sources now believe that 
the lynchpin of future energy eco 
nomy will be hydrogen, one of the 
constituents of watei They say that 
in future fuel will’ be relatively 
cheap, abundant and non polluting 
because when hydiogen is burned as 
a fuel, the residue is water vapour 
And gram for gram, hydrogen has 
three times more energy than gaso 
line and it is as safe to handle as 
gasoline or liquefied petrol»um gas 
(LPG) Unlike electricity it can also 
be stored for later use 
Yet, how IS It that hydrogen has 
been taking a back seat all these 
days’ One reason is that electricity 
c ame soonei Moreover, the potential 
of hydrogen as a fuel had not been 
assessed until recently Its chances 
further receded when oil was found 
in the 1880s The internal combus 
tion engines were designed to exploit 
the energy content of gasoline and 
diesel that were moie easily ayail 
able than hydrogen Secondly 
I although hydrogen is present in wa 
tei, theie was until recently no cheap 
anci efficient way of extracting it As 
a fuel for transportation, hydrogen’s 
potential was recognised even before 
the Second World War But hydrogen 
cars did not enter the market as the 
memory of Hinditnburg (the hyd 
rogen filled airship that exploded in 
I air in the 19^0s) was still fresh m the 


minds of the people and no one knew 
how to store hydrogen inside a car 
But in the last IS years mans of the 
problems have been overcome and 
hydrogen seems poised to enter the 
energy scene in a big wav in the next 
decade 

In a very real sense, even now, the 
wot Id IS powered predominantly by 
hydrogen lor ovei two decades, li 
quid hydrogen has been the source pf 
power for space lockeis Natural gas 
which IS commonly used in industries 
and homes, consists of one carbon 
atom and four hydrogen atoms The 
gasoline molecule is a cluster of six 
carbon atoms linked to lb hydiogen 
otoms It IS the large hydrogen com 
ponent that gives these fuels the 
energy content This enetgs will be 
even moie if the tuel used is pur* 
hydrogen 

The major thrust today is on rc 
placing gasoline and other pet 
roleum based fuels with hydiogen in 
transportation vehicles cars <coo 
ters, ships and trams Becau"- ' is 
lighter and has more energy tl ■ t 
tuel a strong case ha'- been m t 
hydrogen fuelled aircraft 

It was in 1969 when an enmn er of 
the Oklahoma State I niveisity, 
USA, demonstrated that a c mverted 
internal combustion engine could 
run more efficiently on hydiogen 
Engineers at the Mrlboutne Uni 
versitv in Australia found that hvd 
rogen fuelled spark ignition engines 
saved more tuel, compared to elec 
trie engines, in cars tunning on bat 
teries Today, Japan USA USSR, 



The conveniioiMl generator net (lefti modified Ici run on hydiogen »tured m u cylinder 
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West Germany and Australia are in 
the race to introduce hydrogen as 
fuel for transportation In the USSR, 
several Moskvich and Volga cars 
have been modified to store hyd¬ 
rogen 

The Musashi Institute of Technolo¬ 
gy in Japan converted a Datsun car 
so that It could run on liquid hyd 
rogen fuel for 2,800 kilometres with 
out maintenance In the next five 
years, Japan is likely to introduce 
cars as well as scooters fuelled by 
hydrogen Rc*tently, the Suzuki 
Motor Company developed a liquid 
hydrogen fuelled mini car that has 23 ' 
per cent more power than its gaso 
line counterpart 

'Tor technical and economic con 
sideiations, hydrogen seems to be 
the most suitable candidate to substi 
rule gasoline ” says Dr H B Mathur, 
professoi ‘ ’ hanical engineering 
at the In ’Itute ot Technology 

(Iir'inN \ Delhi Mathui is the first I 
Indiai I’lneer to have converted a | 
peitf’ upine into a hydrogen en , 
ginc We have run it foi 600 houts 
wii' ' any trouble,” he said One 
I moditication was the replace 
.K m oi the conventiona irburettor 
with an injection system \ I'S firm 
asked Rs S00,000 f 'i ‘ )i i non 
system So we desi, i id 1 1 It 'He 
system on out own at negligible 
tost,” he said Mathur, who had ear 
her modified scooter and auti 
engines for operation with alcohol, 
believes that hydrogen is the best of 
all fuels including gasoline, from the 
point of fuel economy, pollution and 
engine efficiency The only problem 
IS that the engine cylinder must he 
kept scrupulously clean 


T he prospects of the hydrogen car 
have brightened with break 
throughs in the development of stor 
age systems Hydrogen, which is nor 
mally a gas, can be stored in steel 
cylinders but these are too bulky and 
heavy The alternative is to reduce 
the volume of the fuel by converting 
the gas into liquid form Since liquid I 
hydiogen boils easily it has to be 
kept in some sort of a “thermos 
flask” and cooled to about 250’ C 
below zero In the USA, liquid hyd 
rogen tanks that are collision proof 
have been built for cars West Gvt 
manv, too, has carried out extenahit 
trials on storage vessels for UqtiiUI 
hydiogen as well as refuelling sys¬ 
tems in cars Japan is specialising on 
a different type of storage system 
called “metallic hydride ” This sys- 
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tem consists of a compound or alloy 
of certain metals (like tantullum, 
nickel 4md tellurium) which absorbs 
hydrogen gas like a sponge and gives 
It out on slight heating The heat in 
the auto-exhaust is enough to drive 
the hydrogen, stored in the metal 
hydrides, to the engine Metal hyd 
nde systems for cars as well as 
stationary engines have been built 
by Billing Energy Corporation USA 
Daimler Benz of West Germany and 
by CEN Corporation in Trance 

The storage capacity ot the metal 
hydride system has been fui thcr ira 
proved instead of using it in bulk a 
thin film of the material is note being 
used Japanese companies have 
already standardised the metal hyd 
ride packages for scootets and cats 
A single block of metal hydridt 
placed around the foot pedal ot a 
scooter will have enough sioied hvd 
rogen for a 200 km ride I he metal 
hydride system is being elosely 
guarded by Japan which i el used to 
sell even a few kilograms ol the 
material to Mathur foi his pioiect 
Anticipating such hurdlis the de 
partment ot non con\ < niional e ne i gy 
sources has funded a Rs toui million 
project at the Benares Hindu I ii 
versify for development ot mttil 
hydrides Mathut assttis ihit Ins 
hydrogen test \thiclcs \yould use the 
Indian made siotage sy-ttm is 
peered to be ready in six nioinhs 1 lu 
metal hydride svstem is thitc nnits 
as heavy as the gasoline tank u ed in 
cais today but is pic ten id t< tin 
liquid nitiogen system that suiters 
from cumbersome cooling aiiiint 
ments 

Besides developing mela' hvdiide 
systems foi cats lapari s National 
Highways has made a eonieptual 
design of a high speed tiain fuelled 
by liquid hvdtogen Hydrogen will 
power four I'i mw gas ten bin* s that 
will pull the train 

Scientists also tore see a new eia ot 
air tiansport with liquid bydicHcn 
fuelled commercial tianspoit jil mes 
‘These will be in operation in the 
next decade ” ac'-oiding to I \ C 
Namboodrv ot the Indian Span Ue 
partment one of the 70 patiieipints 
of a hydrogen energy workshop th n 
was recently held in New Delhi llu 
biggest attraction to aiieiati ch si; 
ners is the fact that hvdiogen is 
lighter than jet fuel while ha\iiu 
three times its energy eontint 

The switchover to hvdrogm yyill 
depend on how soon cheap and elfi 
cient technologies to exit at t hyd 
rogen from water will he come iv nl 
able Today, hydrogen is ptodiutd 
from coal, natural gas steam retorrn 
mg of naphtha or tlettrolysis—the 
age old process ot extracting hyd 
rogen by passing electric cunent 


Return of the Gasifier 


P ul pieces of red hot charcoal m a 
closed vessel and heat them 
slowly with steam and air The 
outcome a gas rich in hydrogen 
and carbon monoxide This is the 
producer gas that powered over a 
million vehicles during the oil- 
starved days of Wot Id War II Gasi 
fieis mounted on bumpers of big 
e ai s and buses weie a familiar sight 
then but post war supplies of 
chtap oil quickly killed gasifica 
tion 

Now gasifiers are staging a com 
eback Scientists at the Indian Insti¬ 
tute ot Technology <1IT) in New 
Delhi have developed a gasifiqr 
that uses not iust charcoal but bn 
quettes called “paru” fuel made 
tiom dgricultuial and forest wastes 
Prat H B Mathur and his team at 
IlT’s mechanical engineering de 
paitment have modified a 6 kw 
diesel generator set so that it could 
yyoik on producer gas The set has 
logged o\er 1000 houis and he is 
confident that in the near future, 
yilldgers can tun then diesel gener 
atoi sets with homegiowii fuel in 
stiad ot diestl 

Acioidint to Mathur theconven 
iional du st 1 generator can be made 
to wink on 100 per cent producer 
gas by adding a spaik plug and 
slightly modifying the engine In 
stead of this he opted for an 
alternatne -that ol running the en 
gini on bituel This involved addt 
tion ot a uriufit fot induction of a 
piopei mix of produtei gas and air 
A lonytntional dicscl set with the 
II 11 ol It woiks best with a mixture 
of to pet cent dicstl and 70 pet cent 
piodiiter gas He says the country 
c 111 s ly t a hugt quantity of diesel it 


thi ougli vyatti 

1 Ol i long time to ton c il ctiicity 
will bi ntcdid to prodiiti I'diogcii 
tiomw itci Accoidingtt many stien 
tisls hydiogin is still pttkiablc to 
iliiiiicitv as the foimer tan bi 
stolid ind used win n needed while 
iliciiicitv must Ik i msumtd when 
product d Itdiisiniiting cUttiicitv 
i>\ tiblt-, IS also io,tly while htd 
logi n tiin bt tianspottcd to tonsum 
CIS Ml tanktis ot I hi ougli pipes 

Hyd ogen tan alst bt pioduted by 
ihtimilly splitting water at high 
temptrituies in nutk ii rtatiors 
Attordi ig It) out itoposal nucltat 
plants y huh ait tthered offshore 
could use tilt litai to generate hvo 
I ogen gas diitttly trori sea watet 
Thf gas would bt sent through pipe 


all the 2 5 million agricultural 
pumpsets are operated on bifuel 
IIT gasifiers will also provide ‘port 
able’ power for threshing and other 
agricultural operations 

Mathur’s project is funded by the 
department of non conventional 
sources of energy He has also de 
signed a large scale gasifier as a 
community power source for street 
lighting and small industries Jyoti 
Limited of Baroda has indigenously 
designed gasifiers by using wood 
chips A village about 100 
kilometres from Baroda is now po 
wered entirely bv btogas plants and 
Jyoti’s gasifiers 

In the Philippines and Brazil gasi 
hers are being used on a much 
larger scale The Philippines Gasi 
fier Equipment Manufacturing Cor 
poration produces gasifiers to pow 
er jeeps, pumps, fishing boats and 
wheelbarrow mounted tarm equip 
ment such as thresheis and gener 
ators In Brazil companies haye be 
gun manufacturing gasifiets to 
power tractois, trucks and pumps 
and some even supply chaicoal to 
then customers South Afi ica plans 
to use gasifiers to ovetcome oil 
embargo problems The Chinese 
are gasifying rice husks, a technolo 
gy the Italians mastered 

There are only two problems with 
gasifiers If they catch on too rapid 
ly, they could become a seiious 
threat to foiests In the Philippines 
farmers using gasifiers ate re 
quiied to simultaneously plant 
fuelwood tiees Secondly, one ot 
the gasifiers byproducts is toxic 
carbon monoxide So faimeis must 
be educated not to run gasiliers in 
closed rooms 


lines to consumers and part of it 
stored in undergiound cavities for 
futuie use 

Scientists say that betoie long, 
solai and othei non conventional 
energy will be used to split watet to 
extract hydrogen Jiuan has alieadv 
made some atlyante in photoihcniic 
al methods of hvdiogm genet anon 
wdtei mixed with a themical is tx 
posed to sunlight to isolate the hyd 
logen The discovery ol hytliogtn 
pioduciiig algae and bactciia has 
inspired Indian uscaicheis too Set 
enlists at the Muiupappa Chcttiat 
Reseatch Centre in Madras have 
gioysn an entire eolonv of such organ 
isms which iliev lound olf the Madras 
coast 

A Sftmeial Corretpondwit 
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If s trusted, like 
your doctor’s 
prescription 

Anacin has more of the pain reliever that 
doctors the world over recommend That is 
why Anacin is so effective for headaches • 
And for the aches and pains of colds and 
flu, toothache, backache and muscular pain 

In a protective toil pack. 
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SC 1LN( fr/TFCnNOLOGY | \ 

Space: Homeground for Bacteria 

T he possibility that life on earth originated from outer 
space IS supported by research by Dutch scientists 
which has shown that bacterial spores can survive the 
extreme cold, intense ultra violet radiation and high 
vacuum conditions of teriam regions of space Peter 
Weber and Prof Mayo Greenberg at Lieden University’s 
laboratory of astrophysics used a vacuum chamber 
I cooled almost to thi point of absolute zero by liquid 
helium to simulate the deep space environment in which 
I bdtiUu’i subtili') spores were bombarded with intense 
ultra violet radiation from a microwave powered hyd 
I rogen discharge lamp In contrast to previous belief, 

I researchers found that the spores’ lesistance to ultra 
I violet rays increased lather than decreased at very low 
I temperatures Alth jugh the Dutch scientists support the 
' fheoiy that spores travel between stars they do not 
confirm the claim of some scientists such as Sir Fred 
I Hoyle that bacteria multiply in space They sav that this 
I IS impossible since the bacteria in space become “totally 
' dehydrated because of high vacuum conditions ’’ 


A Magnetic Monitor 


G u\ s Ho pit il II I Olid 111 pi in i< install a tiodv 

sc iniu I o [iinviilul tin it c iii monitor minute 

c In n ic il i 11 iiif 1 n iilt iii c isi cl cells c n tn ill\ as tl c \ 

tike |)! i( t Ihc SI niiu t ntdi i i I nnd otic iital pi opc l 

ol matte r ( ilk d 1 lie |( ir in i lu tic 11 son iiu c ( NMR u 
tiickcslidi lii|)|iniii It till ni 1 cnl ii k \ c I insiclt iht 
both 1)1 Micliitl \Iiisc\ I lolc oi o* Iadiological 
sciences u ( in s H i it ii i ontiikm tli it tin ii scan li 
into ch niic il c II mcf s m cell unl tind qiplK I'loii-, in 
1)1 List L mi c I In iit lilt ind nik dementia 


I Tracking Down Weapons | 

S cientists from the Los Alamos National I aboratory in I 
New Mexico have developed a supetsensilive X ray 
I camera to be earned bv the space shuttle Mtbtdry 
Space a Washington nevsslettei said the camera was f 
meant to provide precise detection of nuclear weapons 
tests in the earth atmosphere I In camera consists of 
20 six sided metal plates, each with mote than 26,000 , 

I holes 1 acti holt acts as a pinhole camera i 


Cotton: The Multipurpose Crop | 

S oviet scientists claim to have found over 1000 diffe | 
rent uses tot the wastes from cotton ciops Seventy 
I per cent of raw cotton grown in the Soviet Union is 
harvested in Uzbekistan The director of the Institute of ' 
I Bic 01 ganitChc mistry of Uzbek Academy of Sciences, Di 
Abid Sadykov says his staff have extracted more than 
100 organic compounds trom cotton, leaves, stems, roots 
and seed pods Organic acids contained in cotton can be , 
widely applied in food, chemical, mining, textiles, 
medical and other industries The scientists have pro I 
I duced a unique and cheap growth promoter from cotton 
leaf which can ‘increase crop yields ’’ Cotton leaf i 
I compounds have also been added to fodder for pigs, 
sheep and cattle which has considerably increased their | 
weight by 12 to 20 per cent In industry, the researchers 
I have found that the cotton leaf can be used as a 
I plasticiser during the toughening of ferro-concrete com 
I ponents They say that it not only improves quality but 
also reduces amount of concrete required. 
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T heir Jingles die on tht 
hps of every kid who is j 
TVwdicW ‘Hdppidavs 
die here dgdin and \ik\ 
Tashd Kitch( nerte are 
some of the fd\ ourm s But 
few can idt ntifv the \oicts 
I behind them Sandhva and 
Dinshaw Sanjana Iht 
couple who wot k on them 
for three to fout days i 
month claim that fhts do 
It merely for a lueli 
hood ’ Says Sandhv i 
“Tilt money wc cam tides 
us ovt r the whole month 
which naturally mi ans 
that we have 'o m iny day 
liet to spend with the till! 
dren I hi v have'wo c hil 
then Ambika and \ nan 

A tici hh in 11 III \ poi 

ti lyal ol flu ( Ills ind 
the ‘ ) os on lilt In s t 
tiu niuidh I I > iinilii 
in U/osJ'u/os till II w 
sen il \iil 1(1 hniu lilt 
Loninioii in m on i n 
limi Ilf.hr Diitt u 1 
Kund III Sh ih il i ii i '< 
hmd tin [1 [ml ii \ i h I 
II Hi It (I (L. iht pi tl III 
mt sill v\ lilt 111 IT I 1 
in I p IImi I II lot III I 

wKli >pc (III in| Il I 

Us chdi It 1 I I ol 
hlct I w I c pi I lit f f II 
fill hoi f.li Sh ill 11 I 

ihcady iici n i d 'hi ^it 11 
si(L,iial tiom III Ol (I II h in 
till i astiiif. IS St I K b( 
tin ilist d Bi I vsli II IS 11 
t nil IS Ih II s lint ol 'll 
t Kt it \ t II /<) II (I / I (I I 
I w ill bt t I t I \o/v 1(1 

Satish Shah ti is ilic id\ 
hci 1 ippi o 11 111 d Moiif. 
with S 11 td Mil/I ^ mill 
i> planninf: to lauiuli 
anuthi I siiial c ilu d 
Pulitt Sidiion 



TheSma^ 

Screoi 


D i Ol cl 11 shan s spoiisori d 
IH )f.i inuiu s luye comi 
IS 1 hit ssiiif. toi tush 1 Ill 
1 id 1 lies t mil iLct rifly 
ihis would ldiif,uish 
iw IS III iht hopi (it f,( t 
llll^ I 1 ( It 11 t so \ovs lit 
II I III II h I cha if,( d New 
I II I ai« sudden in 
It u i ( ni iikI they ui 
lilt tied I i I ibli lit d 
St 1 uli liiid It ihltiiiili 
I I 1 m I M I\ shoonne 
1 It V uh ihiii tihn d ilc 

W h I 11 ijiptiis wh( n 1 
sinipli sensible mil 
I \ U It tniddh t lass 1 itiy 
•i n I ni ill wn like 
n in 11 tl msplanltd n 
III 1(1 (1 iiioiKilitan ana 
I It iteil t ny i onment 
liKt B n tl ly Bdlltc 
bn ult( Ih f w IV set ml 
It In istisiry riuiisday it 
li'-Otni pun ides tht 
in SSI I rtus pi0^1 anime 
p nsoK d I y (jodiei 
Snips 1 td indpioductd 
I \ K ikesh Chowdhury rt 
\ I Ki s di (Hind the pieteii 
lio I 1 It stvli of tht uiban 
sit's lu enal ntro 
dn R( t I 1 Bll idui i as 
Dulitihu whoioptswuh 
ipipcdit initt hu hand 
Mill in A|it\ ichhani) 

Old milt I Us a y asr tortune 
on londition that she can 
siKitsstul'y manage a 
gi uii impoit export firm 




Ret la Rhaduri and Apt \a(hhani in Bunlt Uigadle 


M S Sillisii thi inikvrol SimiA/ii hilpid hs OiKirdarsliun 

D ooid II sh m has bet n ( onn c/s whu h it u plated 
tlo( dt d sMth Itijutsls lIussLiiil ( (i(/lis( Ml 

lioiii 1 iiiimbt I ut filmm il Kiiusiilus i md in 

flsesii mi t l‘i ik ish i ti(l( o ngls ludieious 

Iha s 11 mm/ itid M S in in ss ho i Ibi s\ s his ss ly to 

■s ilhy S(i()A/j 1 We 1 e i s\ id iss s h i lu is i 

111 i d on The netssot k The piyim euest ind ss iiis li< i 

pi ( di ei I s ol srn ill budget hiiitaswill Iht lust 

film s ho e t III sstu 1 pisodt ms IiiiIiIh ii 

ni II t Ol II ss St lie d hi u t d i n i d im urn iiiiu i d lol 

1 SI h ol II he 1 sMtli 1 ) n I ssi d In his lancl niiiiio 

il 11 sh III s d( 11 sum t( pi must (I sst II lol inoi i 

pioilK It tl t 111 Dooid II llll II lous SI (flit liees 

sh UI h IS ilso imiounei d p ^ 

th u It will It Ite isi an ui * V, 1 '■** 

iilin nit ei y 111 St isuiulay ^ ^ 

C oi I uption IS apparently 

gaining wide turtenty t ^ 

It Sms id Mai g Tilmpio « 

(lilt e rs h lye to bi ibe and " ^ 

bai p im to get then rates i ? 

The r 1(10 IS M) SO which 
means til u if Dooidatshan ^ 

pays Ks fyvo lakhsfo! a h / 

L giade film, the pro \ N (ladgil ishtilulMi 

(luttt gets only Rs om “ —- 

lakf the rest IS shared lliill the real boss ol 

allegi dly with Dooidai ■■ Doordarshan at S 

shall 1 he story goes that a sad Marg please staiu 
we'l known Bengali pro The information and 
du tl \ 1 o tried to lelease bioadeasting mmistei 

hi. turns to Dooid II shan VN Gadg.l whopaid 

found that they hhd been visit to Bombay reeen 

rfietud Hethenwent agietd to hike the rat 

tillough a middleman who foi the tc U east of the 

1 new the ropes Result da / film and other pri 

v.ithiii two months all his lammes (such as Cbh. 

tilmswert selected and Otef) thus meeting a 

somt hast t ven been te standing demand of tl 

leased pioducers Onhisieti 

S io Delhi he found thai 
pi ikmi it BBt emu ordt is had been over 

ithsiiiau ihcitsi luled This led many I 

temiuiiit bt mg show II conclude that the mai 

on the s emid haimi I mi hind the scene* was no 

VNcdnesil u . It S pni t Cadgil but the inform 

utushmgehmet horn and bruadiastingsect 

the piedut ibh Dull s ary ji S Gill 


\ \ (tadgil IS he Ilu buss’ 

W ill tht real boss of 
Doordarshan at San 
sad Marg please stand up"" 
The information and 
bi oadeasting minister 
VN Gadg.l who paid a 
visit to Bombay recently, 
agi et d to hike the rates 
foi the tc h east of the Sun 
da / film and other prog 
I ammes (such as Chhdva 
<jtef) thus meeting a long 
standing demand of the 
pioducers On his return 
to Delhi he found that his 
ordt IS had been over 
1 uled This led many to 
conclude that the man be 
hind the stent* was not Mr 
Cadgil but the information 
and broadiasting secret 
ary S Gill 
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BEGINNING 8 SEPTEMBER 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


ARIES (15 April—14 May) This 
week /ou will come in con- 
m tact with an influential per- 

son do not hesitate to seek 
favours Lovers can go ahead 
with marriage plans The domestic front will 
remain inspiring A short trip is in the offing 
Despite losses on the financial front 
businessmen and professionals will make 
steady progress A pleasant surprise 
awaits you at the weekend 
Good dates 9 11 and 13 
Lucky numbers 3 4 and 7 
Favourable direction South-east 


LEO (15 August—14 Septem 

bar) The week ahead is parti 
cularly favourable for those in 
^ love and intending to get 
married The domestir fiont 
will remain inspiring and your c h Idien will 
come out with flymg colours n compel 
tions Businessmen and profess orn*- will 
also find this period fruitful Trend may 
need you for emotional suppori However 
do not lend money Avod loumrys 
Good dates 9 to and i? 

Lucky numbers 1 2 and 3 
Favourable direction South we i 


SAGIHARIUS (15 December— 
January) A hectic week 
^9 N lies ahead of you do not 
jjTfK? AS waste time on socialising but 
iiiL&tLSI push your efforts to the 
utmost Professionals will be rewarded for 
their sinceiily Lovers may go ahead with 
marriage plans Do not hesitate to take the 
help of your elders who will prove to be 
very helpful On the financial front gams 
tfirough unexpected sources are in store 
Good dates 8 to and 11 
Lucky numbers 1 3 and 4 
Favourable direction North west 


TAURUS (15 May—14 June) 

This IS a good period for 
lovers A letter from a long 
lost friend will give you a lot 
of pleasure Social engage 
ments win keep you busy but do not 
neglect official duties There are chances 
that professionals will come in for severe 
criticism from then employers Business 
men should deal with their customers 
carefully Jobs are in the offing for those 
unemployed 

Good dates 8 10 and 12 
Lucky numbers 5 6 and 8 
Favourable direction North 


VIRGO (15 September-14 
October) F n in< illy fh s i 
llo'p X j bright phisr jnd vou m ly 
jT v-s gam moi i y from nn urn * 
xCT a \I petted Oilti Ai oHfiirid 
will prove to be pad ruin y helpfu Your 
health will improvt Hi we ei thi wtek 
ahead is not lucky I h\ti po'-front 
marriage plans Ht i i w if c mr 
close to you m ry t et r r i it d A lettt r 
towards the weeken I w I hi' g rj id t n 
mgs 

Good dates 1U it nul 11 
Lucky numbers b 7 n J 8 
Favourable direction N r i < i i 


CAPRICORN (15 January-ld 
I February) The period is 
\ s fwounble tor love and mat 
negotiations Artists 
and wr tei'- will prosper dur 
nq 'hi ihise Tht domestic and financial 
fiont w I not ciu‘'e concern Your health 
w II mt rove markediv If you have legal 
pi liilen Ih ‘ the ideal time to solve 
ift-'n rt't'' o'lais should desist from 
I k r 1 r ty iec s ons regarding their 

Ilf (I 

Good da es It n and 14 
Lucky numbers i 8 md 9 
Favourable direction South 


GEMINI (15 June—14 July) 

m The star shine brightly on all 
W \ A I your etfort'' this week Pro 
^ I fessionals w II win the praise 

ot then eni oyers while 
businessmen will gel oppo 'unities to ex 
pand their business Writers and poets will 
be rewarded The domestic and financial 
fronts will not cause any problems Lovers 
and academicians will also find this phase 
favourable Guard your healfh closely 
Good dates 10 12 and 14 
Lucky numbers 6 7 and 9 
Favourable direction West 


LIBRA (15 October—14 
November) A fav nilili wett 
“^Tr” toiromime Demtotr prut 
lem<' w II I "u r yiu III 
week bu'd i i l t git t yr ji 
work Then ire chance Ih ii yu i m ly 
incur the wratfi ol ycui ipi ii See il 
engagement w II tier vuu ) i/() ed iiid 
you will have tc pint i lal of numr y 
Businessmen should decoU mon t me k 
their business 
Good dates 11 12 and 1 1 
Lucky numbers ' 4 and t 
Favourable direction We^t 


AQUARIUS (15 Fabruaiy-IA 
March) This is a week of 
m xtd fortunes Profession 
als should avoid arguments 
rj=s-2!J wth their colleagues Those 
in bu ne“- stiuuld be wary of deception 
Studr m houid devote more time to 
^1 id I Your tiridncial prospects look 
bt qht At home you will he called upon to 
shouldei more leoponsibilities A pleasure 
trp o in the oflinq 
Good dates 9 10 and 13 
Lucky numbers 2 3 and 4 
Favourable direction East 


CANCER (15 July-14 Auguat) 

This IS the ideal time to solve 
legal problems Fiiends will 
prove to be very helpful 
^BTLiffli^CT Businessmen will (ind this 
phase favourable However professionals 
should be careful while dealing with their 
superiors On the financial front you may 
run into rough weather This is not a good 
week for those in love postpone marriage 
plans A lourney is in the offing 
Good dates 8 9 and 11 
Lucky numbers 2 4 and 5 
Favourable direction North 


SCORPIO (15 November—14 
December) A huh i ivtnt in 
youi life IS likely to tukc place 
during Ih ^ week rho^’e ot 
you who tie r r ihc look out 
for life partners will be u i lul o I nd nq 
them Prolessionally th wll fit i licky 
period for you Howcvci it uct and 
caution while dealing w ih y lui i illr agues 


Someone close to you rr i\ 
Sick Avoid spicy food 

Good dates 9 12 and 13 
Lucky numbers s b and 7 
Favourable direction I ast 


ud lenly tall 


B PISCES (15 Marclv-14 April) 

Be prepared lor setbacks on 
all trouts Politicians and 
lawyers should stay away 
from controversies 
Bubine'-smen should check documents 
neliculoubly before singing them Proles- 
imalj are advised not to neglect their 
work 0 1 the financial front heavy losses 
are intlicaled You may have tc borrow 
money to tide over this lean period 
Good dates 10 it and 14 
Lucky numbers 1 5 and 7 
Favourable direction West 


For those bom between 15 September and 14 October 

You are very observant and every little thing happening around you is reqisieied in your memory In business particularly your 
power of observation comes in good use Your love of orderliness and punc tuality s noteworthy You are good in commercial 
subjects People born during this period make very able administrators However you tc nd to critic ise persons unnecessarily, 
overlooking their good points Very often, you are a victim of depression Son etimes your k mper gels out of hand though usually 
you are mild natored Women born under this sign suffer from an exaggerated fear ot illness 
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MADRAS: Recently at the RMS sort¬ 
ing office at Coimbatore there arrived 
a letter that caused a flutter. It was an 
envelope from Bombay on its way to 
Coonoor with the words “letter bomb” 
inscribed on it. The RMS sorter who 
noticed the warning was more than 
prompt in informing his superiors. 
They hurriedly informed the railway 
police who, filled with trepidation 
took it to an isolated place. They put 
the envelope atop a chan in the 
railway station and waited for the 
explosives experts to arrive from Mad¬ 
ras. The experts arrived and after 
^ careful scrutiny announced they did 
not find anything explosive inside the 
envelopes. Then the envelope wound 
its way to the address in Coonoor. It 
had been addressed to a girl When the 
police reached the addressee ,the girl 
burst out laughing saying that it was 
the usual prank played by her boy 
friend in Bombay! It is all very well to 
have boy friends with mischievous 
bent of mind, but this...?—/ndfan Ex¬ 
press (Srinivasan Vasudevan, Madras) 


HYDERABAD: A group of harijans 
handed over 43 gold coins weighing 
over 123 grams to the Andhra Pradesh 
chief minister, N.T. Rama Rao, 
which they found at Ramapuram vil¬ 
lage in Khatnmam district recently. 
The harijans. mainly coolies, found the 
treasure while they were filling mud 
into lorries, an official spokesman 
said. The delighted lot initially shared 
the treasure,amongst themselves but 
„ ttn the advice of village elders, decided 
% to surrender it to the chief minister —- 
* Deccan Chronicle (Khaja KarimuddlB. 
fiyderabad) 


BHOPAL: No state-level official func¬ 
tion was held here on Independence 
day. Though Governor K.M. Chandy 
and chief minister Motilal Vora were 
present in the state capital, no official 
function was held to unfurl the trico¬ 
lour nor was the ceremonial parade 
held for the Governor or the chief 
minister to take the salute. No official 
explanation was given for this lapse. In 
fact, no senior official or old residents 
here remember when the last flag 
hoisting ceremony was held here on 
Independence day. The All India 
Radio (AIR) authorities in Delhi 
reacted with disbelief when an AIR 
Bhopal correspondent did not mention 
Independence-day functions in his de¬ 
spatch filed recently —The Hindustan 
Timas (O.P Bajaj, Jabalpur) 

BOMBAY: Dr Rajinder Singh in Simla 
is a denti.st with a difference. He is 
also the world’s fastest typist—with a 
speed of 483 strokes per minute and 
99.97 per cent accuracy. Mr S.P. God¬ 
rej introducing the champion to the 
press said Dr Singh had won the 
world’s fastest typist title at Bulgaria ^ 
recently. The competition was orga¬ 
nised by the International Federation 
of Stenography and Typewriting. Typ¬ 
ists from 23 countries participated 
with their modern machines. Dr Singh 
achieved the distinction by using an 
Indian typewriter, he added —Deccan 
Evening Herald (?. Mohanraj, Banga¬ 
lore) 

NEW DELHI; Defence minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao recently arrived at the 
India International Centre here to in¬ 
augurate a seminar exactly on the 
scheduled time (9 am) but found neith¬ 
er any organiser nor any participant. 
He walked into the auditorium, where 
he was to inaugurate the seminar 
organised by the Institute for Science, 
Culture and Development, and found 
It completely empty. Only a few jour¬ 
nalists and Doordarshan cameramen 
were present. The minister waited for 
a few minutes and left. The first parti¬ 
cipant started arriving tmly efter 9.30 
am, more than half an tsour after the 
scheduled time —Indian Express (B. 
Meenakshi Sundaram, Trichy) 

HYDERABAD: A majority of beggars 
in Hyderabad and Vijayawada are 
“politically more conscious” than the 
average Indian and around 62 per cent 
have voted in several elections, 
according to a recent survey.This is 
because the beggars move from place 
to place and meet a wider cross-section 
of people, according to the survey, 
which was based on interviews with 
200 beigars in Hyderabad—The Titmt 
Of torn (l-i. •dlwwi, it AfO) 

Pruofli 10 «ri»'ygfvtnflfr 


Without Comment 


We seem to have forgotten that 
there is such a thing (as excell¬ 
ence). Everything is reduced to 
mediocrity, maybe even lower 
than that. This must be changed— 
Rajiv Gandhi, on the state of 
education, in The Telegraph 

(Rajiv Gandhi) lives like a prison¬ 
er—H.N. Bahuguna in The 
Statesman 

Has he (Rajiv Gandhi) got the 
power, the will and the ability to 
act? If he has not, India’s entr¬ 
ance into the 21st century could 
prove to be far more than just 15 
years—Editorial in The Times 
London 


Baba Joginder Singh is a good 
fellow, surrounded by a handful 
of self-seekers—Sant Longowal,in 
an interview to The Week before 
his death 



If we are not seeing the end of 
apartheid, we are seeing the be¬ 
ginning of the end —Julius Nye- 
rere, Tanzanian President 

I hate Flushing MeadowsCwhere 
the US Open Tennis Cham¬ 
pionship is being held)—Wimble¬ 
don runner-up Kevin Curren, af¬ 
ter being defeated in the first 
round by Guy Forget 

As first citizen I should have the 
nicest car (Standard 2000 Rover). 
It doesn’t look good for a mayor to 
go in an ordinary car when other 
citizens drive past in better cars— 
Bombay mayor Chhagan Bhujbal 
in Bombay 

There never was anything slight 
about me. Everything I did was in 
excessl—Shammi Kapoor, on his. 
heyday, in The Telegraph colours 

mgitfiiie 



Cryptocross 


BY SHAMLU DUOEJA AND CHAMPAK BA&U 

I Word Power 


7/7 T/ ft, IH 





nrwiTw 


1/4 li |l» 


'IB 2(26 


III 






III |I0 116 12 118 I5S 


III ^■18 ■BirnHu 


iHiIiLsUIi 




Edth numbei in the main grid lepresents a letiei The 
same numbei always stands for the same letter To help 
you make a start, thiee letteis ate given Can you now 
substitute the test to tomplele the grid’ 


Shape Sleuth 



WAVE 
HATE 
PLAN 
C R AT E 
F E A^^l 
HEAT 


BLOT I_ 

.jULSuwerj OOCX/JOQ_ 

Add a ItttLi 10 fctth ot th* wor Is ,() Thai they tit the 
tlut Ihe 6 If ttti s sou h ut ,id<li d san bt ii aiiaiiged to 
piovide you wiih what sou a’< t itkling 

To use wai p and wett 
To make whtn in a hiinv 
Shade providt i 
lo make 

Occasion lot levcliv 
Vital organ 
To swell 


You see lieie toiinds of cheese cut into sections, using 
one cut, 2 cuts, 7 tuts and 4 tut< What is the maximum 
numbei of sections you can obtain by using 's cuts’ 



Witsharpener 


I II a blacksmith chaiges 10 paise to bleak a link and 20 
I paise to weld It together again what is the least amount 
you will have to pay to join thi fivt pieces given above 
I into a single length of chain’ 


Word Ladder 

Can you go from SLA to BOTl OM, using hyphenated 
words, and the second part of each word seiving as the 
stepping stone to the first pait of the next one For 
instance, if you wanted to go from SLA to COLLAR, you 
would do It thus SLA DOG, DOG COLLAR 


umonY I 
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A 


■A|bi 


"TV*:. 

TEASERS 






l^ook Again 



Look at the 2 ig zag figures given above and see if you 
can draw in the missing one- 


Figure it Out 



By adding two digits can you reduce the figure given 
above to a number less than 20? 


Auntly Oddities 

My aunt is an eccentric. She has any number of 
'unreasonable likes and dislikes which don’t seem to 
tnake much sense. For instance, she loves PASTRY but 
won’t touch a TART. She claims to like FABRICS like 
SILK but will not tolerate a TEXTILE like COTTON. She 
loves SEWING but not EMBROIDERY She adores 
MUSIC but will not allow a RADIO or GRAMOPHONE 
into the house. There are DACHSHUNDS and SIDNEY 
SILKIES all over but woe betide if'a POMERANIAN or 
POODLE comes her way. She sits every evening on a 
SOFA but never on a CHAIR. And while she enjoys her 
SHERRY she will refuse a PORT. Likewise, she loves 
SAVOURIES but will not touch a NIMKI. She enjoys 
SANDWICHES but refuses to eat BREAD. Her literary 
tastes are no less strange For example, she claims that 
she most likes reading SHAKESPEARE but promptly 
excludes half his plays such as THE MERCHANT OF 
VENICE and THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA. 

As I said before, my aunt is a real eccentric. But can 
ypu say what makes her so? 


Solutions to last week’s Teasers: 

Quick Look: Piece no. 1 

Word Power:IC. STIGMA, IGNORE. ENSIGN, BRIGA¬ 
DIER 

Shape Sleuth: Illustration b. The part into which the 
front door fit.s. 

Quick Think: 20. 100. Add the highest and lowest 
numbers and multiply by 100. 

Cryptocross: 


in ^ in 




I 1 l,zl3ki5'ifc[7lsl9llDliili3li?l 


ranrarmnHPimnraraB 


mmn 


M 


Vi I lul pIc 


H 


m 
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Chess 

Martorsl* (Blacki 


The only chence 




Tha vieeks game a an excellent ti uatra 
tion of the power of a pair of knights and 
alad incidentally how the knights can be 
used to thwart the pretentions of the 
King s Indian Defence 


White A Huss Sa'k A Vls'rorelli Kings 
Indian Oefenre Lu. i 09 

1 P-Q4 N-KB3 2 N-KB3 M(N3 

3 P-B4 4 N-B3 0-0 

5 P-K4 P-Oa 6 B-K2 P-K4 

7 P-OS P-OM a 0-0 

More frequently seen is 8 B-NS many 
players bamo 'fra d to castle into the 
attack 

8 N-fl3 8 B-K3 fii-KNS 

lOfUNS P-KB3 11B-R4 P-Kn47l 

Tempting but not good A more sedate 
Duiid up with N h’ or 11 N-B4 
would be oreferau i. 


I2N-K1 U-K1 13N-Q3 P-KN4 
lu P-KK3 

leading to a perfect anti-Kmg s Indian 
position 



Huss (White) to move 


14 PxB IS PxN PxP 

lOBxP P-KB4 17 PxP BxP 

IBBxB RxB 19Q-N4 Q-B2 

20 P-QR3 

My personal preference would be for 20 
N-K4 squashing even the slightest hint of 
counterplay 

30 fl-KBI 21 P-QN4 PxB 

22 PxP P-K5I 


23 NxP NkP 24 NxN R-B5 

25 Q-K2 BxR 26 RxB Q-N3 

27 R-K1 P-R6 28 P-N3 RxPI 

Otherwise Black runs out of steam 

I 

29 QxR RxQ 30 KxR K-N2 

If 30 Q-B4- 31 K-K3' 

1 31 N-Q3 P-R7 32 K-N2 P-N4 

' 33N-B4 P-RSr-Q 34KxQ Q-R2' 

35 K-N1 

Strong.- aid more natural was 35 K-N2 

i 35 PxP 36NxaP Q-B7' 

37 R K7 K-B3 38R-K6- K-N2 

39N-K4 P-B6 40R-K7- K-R3 

41 N-B2I Q-N8- 42K-N2 P-B7 

Blavk!, counterplay appears to be suf 
fic er but iht kn ghis finally combine to 
pull ofl a beaut tul f n sh 

DIAGRAM 

' 43M N4' K-N4 44 R-Kb 'KxN 
45 N R3 I Resigns 

I Matt o jrg Qf aueen s unavoidac e If 
4o J-dt 46 kxQ P 47 K-N2 

''HI ud v B2 + 

MIChlALL STEAN 


Bridge 


some plays in edaa are admittedly 
oaffling - so much so that even with all the 
cards exposed the winning play will not be 
apparent unless you have dwelt m those 
areas on a pravious occasion Suppose 
/ou arrive in Six Spades on the deal below 
and a trump is led How would you set 
about It? 

Dealer South N-S vulnerable 
<p KQ 
4PAJ6 

♦ 52 

♦ AK9762 

N 

W E 
S 

as » 6 54 

♦ o2 

♦ A 67 

♦ 3 

Nowadays pisyers seem reluctant to 


♦ 109 82 
#9743 

♦ K 10- 

♦ J 6 


♦ 73 

69 Q 10 6 

♦ Q963 

♦ Q1084 


QUESTIONS 


1 What IS smart money? 

2 The slogan of which airhne is A 
great way to fly? 

3 Who was known as the Scourge of 
God? 

4 Who fought the battle of Pharsalia? 

5 What are the grassy treeless plains in 
South AmcHlca called? 

6 Name the tablet found in 1799 in an 
archaeological excavabon which lad 
to the deciphenng of the pre-hlstonc 
hieroglyphic script of the Egyptians’ 

7 What does the term Pyrrhic victory 
mean? 

B With vrhich British govBmor-gssieral 
18 IN Nfiltkin o( B«in0il aaeociaied? 



I respond with a forcing oid Here the 
I bidding went 


Sou'h 

Wear 

North 

East 

If 

No 

2* 

No 


No 

269 

No 

2NT 

No 

3^ 

No 

4^ 

No 

6# 

No 

Nj 

No 




West leads the '0 of spades ana < \o 
don t know this type of problem t | 

kflihooJ IS tha* you w 1 start on 'he 1 


Quiz 

9 Which building is called the Russian ' 
Acropolis? 

to Who IS a haf/ 2 ? 

11 What IS smaze? 

12 Lemurs one of the most primitive 
members of the primate order of 
mammals are found m only one 
island in the world Which one? 

13 Lionel Lukin William Wouldhave 
and Henry Greathead have been 
credited witt whi-h invention? 

14 Name the colourless gas which vas 
previously obtained by heating the 1 
horns of hooves of deer and was | 
known as Nrtshom? 


eiuoiuiuv PI 
Itoa ujii sui Li 


ubs u dy ng the ace and ruffing the 
secord round tou play another spade to 
dummy a d ead another low club but this 
t me y irt overruffed The clubs are 
(Stablis t-d novi but you arc a trick short 
1 ak ng only four spades in hand (one has 
overruffed) four clubs and three red 
t-rs 

jw aga r Hav ng won the spade 
jiu in dummy lead a low club at trick 
<10 The defence can do nothing to 
vercome this exotc play Say that East 
wins end returns a diamond You win 
r*raw d secor’d trump end off a locv - -b 
Now you extract the rema ning trumps 
and St II have four club winners on ihe 
table 

Th- same type of ducking play may be 
rignt n theory if ever you hold A K Q >' x 
X k of d side suit opposite a singleton 

TERENCE REESE 


jePsebBpew Zi 
azeij pue s>|Oius 10 etnixiiu v u 
peeq itq 

uejo>t eu) )uj«ai seq oqm auoauios 01 

uiiuiBJX «MX 6 
uozjho pjOT 8 
)SOO 

AABai) AieAissaaxe ub ib jnq /OopiA v l 
euots Buasoki stu. 9 
SBdUitd aqx g 
Aediuod puB JBSSBO sniinf p 
unH BMt B|WV e 
seuipiy sjodeOufS z 
■iq«B«4N 

sipfiuiipwjuoB 8uto0 uioM uogduwwB 

UIBtqO 0) UOBJBd • 0) p)Bd I- 
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Not so young but 

so strong & healthy 

what is his secret? 


m. 


I enjoy Kfe more 
and get more 
work done- 

thanks to OKASA 


Now a new powerful formula No other tonic has it 
Rare herbal extracts with 18 biochemicals, vitamins & 
minerals World-famous OKASA Proven medically 
effective - in its special way - every day 

At all leading chemists 


OKASA 


For a free booklet on OKASA write to 

OKASA CO. PVT. LTD. Post Box No> 3%, Bombay 400 001 



SILVER I OH M(N bO TABLFIS 

OKASA 


the proven 
ener^ tonic 

Now in a handy new 25 day pack 
ot lifty concentrated tablets 


SUKMr 1« SwWintaf 
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DELHI DIARY 


Doon School 
Rule? 

D uring the interviews for 
the selection of the 
Congressfl) candidates to 
contest the Punjab polls at 
the AICC(l) headquarters 
in New Delhi, one of the 
AICC(I) joint secretaries 
was cornered by some 
pressmen. After a lot of 
persuasion, he agreed to 
answer a few questions. 
Asked about the criteria 
which could be adopted to 
select candidates, the 
joint secretary came up 
with the usual answer; 
“Well, we are looking for 
people who are young, 
clean and interested in 
giving a new look to poli¬ 
tics.” To substantiate his 
answer he mentioned a 
few names. There was one 
who hud attended all the 
social service camps in his 
area in the last five years. 
There was another vrho 
had donated blood the 
most often and yet another 
who had acquired a num¬ 
ber of degrees in his name. 
Had anyone impressed 
him the most, the Congres- 
s(I) office-bearer was 



.Tickct-.seekers for the Punjab polls squatting on the lawns uf the 
AKTil) headquarters in New Delhi 


asked- “Well, yes,” said tial for Punjab too, le 
the joint secretary with a marked someone. The 
smile on his face. “There IS joint secretary suddenly 
this girl, I mean, she is a found himself in an embai- 
young woman, who has rassing position. He must 
come back with a degree have discovered the 
from Washington. She did reason: Welham’s High 
her schooling at School in Dehradun is be- 
Welham’s.” So, the Doon lievcd to be the girls'coun- 
School network is essen- lerpart of Doon School. 


Chaudhary’s 

Gandhism 

T he discerning visitor to 
the Lok Dal headquar¬ 
ters in Delhi will notice an 
interesting change. The 
lifesize portrait of Sardar 

Vallabhbhai which used to 
adorn the walls right be¬ 
hind the I,ok Dal presi¬ 
dent. (,'haudliarv Charan 
Singh's chair has 

vanished Its place had 
been taken by an even 
larger photograph of a 
smiling Mahatma How 
had the Maliatma come 

there’ Sometime .igo a 
foreign television team 
came to India to make a 
short t 1 1 m on the 
Chaudharv. But when the 

t e a in went to t he 
Chaudharv's office, they 
did not quite appiove of 
Sardar Vallabhbliai’s pic¬ 
ture It was taken down 
immediateh and lepl.ued 
with t'.andhiji’s. S.udar 
Patel's picture, according 
to insiders in the l.ok Dal 
office, lies neglected in 
one corner of the room. 


The Pains of a University 

T he West Bengal minister cently been to Calcutta 
for higher education, i'tnversity and was 
Shambhu Ghosh, was at amazed to find that one of 
pains to explain to the De- the window-panes in the 
Ihi press why the move to main auditorium was 
declare Calcutta Universi- broken. Is that not a sign 
ry an institution of nation- 'd stagnation in Calcutta 
al importance was “out- University’" He seemed 
right iMilitical.” He was m to he saying that because 
the capital, apparently, to the wmdow-pane was 
mobilise opinion against broken, the takeover of 
the proposed “takeover” the university was justi- 
of the university by the fied. But the West Bengal 
centre. But the press niinister was enraged, 
remained unconvinced. Perhaps, he wanted to .say, 
. u I r "How can you put forth 

Among the membeis of such a sentimentalist argu- 
the fourth estate were a „H,rit”' But he did not say 
■couple of Bengali gen.le- that According to one of 
men who put torth pas- rhose present at the press 
sionate arguments ti^ con- conference, sentiments 
test tho.se of the We.st Ben- when t:red hv personal 
gal minister. One of them, passions especially where 
a Calcutta University Bengal is concerned, can 
graduate, said: “I have re- led to worse things. 


ThePM’s Joyrides 

O nly a few days ago, the the keys in his pocket. Ra- 
Prime Minister fold a jiv Gandhi went back to 
press conference that he his car and drove away 
had broken many conven- home. The security vehi- 
tions. Nowhere is this cles remained stranded in 
more apparent than in his the rain till a car from the 
impromptu snubs to his PM’s house brought the 
securitymen. Sometime keys back, 
ago, after paying his last In another instance, 
respect to the late Air some policemen found to 
Chief Marshal with his their dismay a speeding 
wife, the Prime Minister vehicle crotising an in- 
discovered when he was tersection which has just 
leaving the Katre resi- been cleared for the Prime 
dence that a large number Minister’s convoy sche- 
of .security cars were fol- duled to pass that way. 
lowing him. Irked, he stop- When the policemen tried 
ped his car. Naturally, the to look into the vehicle to 
whole convoy halted. The identify the man behind 
Prime Minister then got the wheel, they found to 
out of his car in pouring their dismay that the driv- 
rain and walking up to er was none other than the 
each security vehicle pul- Prime Minister himself, 
led out the keys from the 
ignition. Having put all D.E. Nltamuddlii 
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1 An emergenry iiiuation that demands 

presence M of town could develop 
aiMime—even on a weekend And unless 
vou iceep large sums of money tying around 
at home you could well miss that vitally 
important flight 

Of course you could rave a Oners Club Card 
Whir h would buy you' air ticket - and give 
you an automatir we flight insc -xe of 
Rs I lakh as well' 


Pm tor Itself marw dmes over—more 
welue-tor-money than money 

• Special disfoun it hotels abroad 


• Is secure against loss or theft 

• Eliminates commissori on CIticoip 
Travellers Cheques bought ftom Citibank 
branches 

• G'ves you a Consolidated Statement of 
Account every month And of course you 
get your char^ slip and bill at the member 
establishment 


OIncn Ckib tndta PtftiMe UMBO 

Raheja Ctvnibtrs 21 j Nariman Poinr 
BumtjayROnO? Tel 244949 
Stianr Niketari P f imac Street 
Caiiuna 70001/ Tel 4358!)0 




r vw oi ) iiK a ue ej me nor r uf Dineri ul> rffvl rn lo c iti> f'jf ft 900 fowd'd^ fntwrKf hpt* iw^Arwij^iSuOsaipiioti'n 
NjAMf 11 

I 

WjfODf TF EfHAt I 

^ __ ___ ___ iund^‘rMandthai fMfT»rtjW5h»f isnotQfarTicdlwilt I 

[ 0^1^ SiGNfTij»F brrHun(3i'dmy'paym(WO^ft,900tmrrie0B!t;ly J 


THE DINERS CLUB CARD-YEARS AHEAD OF CASH 












evar«st/84/HL/S2S R 





Interview with 

Sri Lanka Tamil Leader 

Chandrahasan 























They just found out. 
There's o killer 
in the room. 



They settled down, cosily 
snuggled up, to watch a 
movie on TV And soon every¬ 
thing became so real, the old 
lady's rocking chair seemed to 
be creaking in that very room' 
Every footstep echoed near 
them A little rustle made them 
Jump And when the killer 
quietly stepped out of the 
closet ' ^ 

That's what happens with 
Sears TV The images are so 
clear they seem to fill your 
room The colours so alive, you 
want to reach out and touch 
them And the sounds so real, 
they keep you on the edge of 
your chair' 

Sears Colour TV Bringing you 
advanced international tech¬ 
nology Quality that is closely 
monitored at every stage of 
manufacture And a perfor¬ 
mance so exquisitely perfected 
that it becomes hard to tell 
the programme from real life' 
Wouldn't you love some real 
life entertainment'? Today' 

When It happens ^55 
on Q Sears TV, 
it happens to you. 



A Kkrtt s«ctor «tnteipnw wtth Oovt of Tomrl Noctu 


123 A/3 Lattice a-idge Road i 
Thifuvanmiyur, Madras 6(X)04f 

■UNCMB 

Borntxiy CtAculta DatN Ahmsdobod BongalcM 
MongatofS Hydatobod Vlihakapatnam Modudi 
CocNn CcUlcut RoncN DohtaiXin Qod Jolput 

w 

SlA«*;iim«t<aaamaN<i)fCa)ai£WrtK)nlc«(Pvt)t.W 
und mgnogM ^ 
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PanParag 

in a convenienrpouch. 



Fan Pang Introchices agreat new 
Podcet Pouch. Your favorite Pan 
Masala In a convenient tnlni-pouch 
that’s so easy to cany around 
Just slip it into your pocket A 
and tate it anywhere you % 
please. 

How loi% it’ll stay in ycnir 
podcetis uptoyoul 


A Kotbafi Product 

.. 



Tear here to cqjen. 


PAN PARAS' 

Pocket Pouch 
Gcxid to laste. Easy 16 amr 
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COVER STORY 12 

*Not Guilty’ 

How effective are the 
commissions of enquiry 
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“I once had leprosy 
but I was never a leper’ 


Tcxiay, 

Ram Kumar has 
no telltale signs 

Ram Kumai is an able botlitd 1»\cai old Ht has 
no deformities Noi lias tht siigm i oHepros'» leli 
an> psyehological stais 1 out it all to m\ 
parents sa>s R.ini Kuniai l\^aslluk^ 

Early detection 

lour >ears ago a (.Iikuh iitating Ram Kumai loi .» 
cold noticed a pale patch on hisbitk ( linital 
investigation ic'ccaled lcpios\ I lememlxi that 
c*\emng sen, ucll «i.i\ s Ram Kumai liis e\es 
moistening m\ mothei (iitdandtiKcl And 1 
remtmiber m\ lathe i s woids ol eonstil mon \vc II 
fight It togethei he ‘uiid And uc did 



the first thing Ram Kumar s fathei did wa.s to 
IcMrn everv'thing he could aliout Iqirosy The 
doctois told him that Rtm Kumars case—like 
four out of five leprosv cases in India—was nt)t 
infectious It would petse no threat to anyone and 
he could lead a normal life Ilieie woulcJ be no 
deformities because the disease had been 
detected eaily He would be completely cured 

Early intervention 

from then on as Ram Kumars tieatment began, 
the tear of leprosv receded I went to schexil, 
and played with oihci children TlK^ didnt need 
to kneAc my problem reminisces Ram Kumai 
M\ |varentsand 1 knt'w theie was no risk We had 
undetstixKl that leprosy was iust like any other 
disease 

Sustained treatment 

! Ol the next tew \eais R^im Kumar was on a 
(ouisc of special medication and treatment In 
time the jiatch disappt tied and alter a 
complete cheikup tfie clixtors pronounctcl him 
cured I sianed uking iiiv shirt off In public 
laughs Ram Kumai |ust to show 1 was as normal 
and he'althy as anvone else 

Wiat of the future ■' >Mio knows ’ savs Ram 
Kumar with an impish gtin I might c*\en 
become a dixtoi 

There is nothing to fear 

I he total count of leprosy patiemts in India is a 
staggering four million Vet Ram Kumars story is 
not an exception leprosy can be completely 
ceiled—with case —and deformitic's can be 
pieventc'd (iiovided the disease is detected and 
treated eaily And provided vou help children like 
him retain their plate in scKiety 
All vou need is an open mind 


TATA STEEL 



Issued in the interest of better understanding 
and support for the leprosy patient — bv 
fata Steel and I NICEI 



The real healing toueh 
must ct>me from you 


Tbi? ftwe ktenUf\ of tlw [>atu'nt 

{fOnoeakd Jot imtu of loittmiitim \iip/xtti 


For fiiriher information write to Leprosy Awareness 
Campaign CAiHNICtF Infoimatiun Serviee. 73 Uxll 
Fsute New IXlhi 110 003 







Gross-currents 


Shubhabrata Bhattacharya 


T he Prime Minister’s 
arrival at Paighat on the 
evening of 7 September 
was greeted by a pleasant 
drizzle. The crowds which 
had thronged the streets, 
to catch a glimpse of the 
man who has held out the 
promise of ushering in the 
21 st century, cheered the 
young Prime Minister as 
the motorcade passed 
through the streets of this 
Kerala town, which at one 
Stage was known as a Com¬ 
munist stronghold. The 
.^Jtnammoth turnout at the 
y venue of the public meet¬ 
ing, perhaps, inspired Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi to do some 
plain-speaking on subjects 
like Punjab, Assam and 
the problem of Sri Lanka 
Tamils. He admitted that 
the euphoria surrounding 
the agreements on Punjab 
and Assam notwithstand¬ 
ing, these were the “tirst 
steps to solve the prob¬ 
lems.” He elaborated: 
“Even after normalcy re¬ 
turns, the odd terrorist, 
the odd person with a 
totally incorrect attitude, 
will try to strike out.” The 
Prime Minister could not 
have been more frank. 
When 85,000 securitymen 
_„are being deployed to cn- 
^;|kuie that polling can take 
place in Punjab, the threat 
of the “odd terrorist” does 
loom large. 

After the Prime Minis¬ 
ter returned to the capital 
on completion of his three- 
(lay tpur of Kerala, one of 
the first subjects tackled 
by him in a cabinet meet¬ 
ing was the promulgation 
of an ordinance amending 
the Representation of Peo¬ 
ples Act, which ensured 
that the death of indepen¬ 
dent candidates could not 
countermand elections. By 
specifying that only the 
death of candidates put up 
by recognised political 
parties would hold up poll¬ 
ing, the government nar¬ 
rowed down the scope of 
the security cover it will 
have to provide to the 
r^candidates in the Punjab 
poll fray. A few days be¬ 
fore the ordinance was 
promulgated, newspaper 
from Chandigarh 


had said that the Punjab 
government was consider¬ 
ing the possibility of pro¬ 
viding bullet-proof jackets 
to candidates. If this 
scheme is now im- 
plemented, the number of 
jackets to be provided has 
certainly been narrowed 
down 

The elections in Punjab 
are being held under 
grave threats from terror¬ 
ists. The boycott of the 
polls by the “United” Aka- 
li Dal led by Bhindran- 
wale’s father. Baba Jogin- 
der Singh, has shown that 
this fanatic communal 
group IS bent upon ensur¬ 
ing that normalcy should 
not return to the state. Not 
only has this party boycott 
ted the elections, but also 
openly disowned the 
accord reached between 
the Prime Minister and 
the late Sant I-larchand 
Singh Longowai. Estab¬ 
lishment of “Sikh Raj” 
and a political system in 
which “religion is supreme 
and where only the khalsa 
(pure) rule,” has been 
enunciated as the object 
of Baba Joginder Singh’s 
party in a convention held 
at Amritsar on 8 Septem¬ 
ber. Not only is the pat¬ 
riarch of the Sikh extrem¬ 
ists fanning anti-national 
feelings, but he is also 
trying to oppose the basic 
tenet of the Indian politic¬ 
al system: secularism. The 
politics of appeasement in 
Punjab, which has caused 
the release of people who 
had been jailed fat az^- 
national activities, is tek* 

PUNC 


ing its toll. Khalistan slo¬ 
gans were raised in the 8 
September meeting. The 
warning signal was hoisted 
boldly. 

The outcome of the elec¬ 
tions in Punjab is unpre¬ 
dictable. The Congress(I) 
has not put up many 
known faces. One explana¬ 
tion is that the party does 
not want to let the old 
groups—one led by the 
former chief minister Bar¬ 
bara Singh and the other 
owing allegiance to Giani 
Zaii Singh (after becoming 
the President of India he 
himself may not be active¬ 
ly involved in the affairs of 
this 0 roup, but old tiispU’' , 
S’ios Still exist) 7 :^dittfbr 
'the party’s affairs'in the | 
state. Reacting #iarply to j 
a suggestion made in a 
press conference that the 
Congress(I) was not put¬ 
ting up a tough fight in the 
elections, the AICC(I) 
general secretary, Srikant 
Verma, .said, “The polling 
booth is hardly the place 
for a political party to 
commit hara-kifi." 

Certainly, no one can ac¬ 
cuse the official spokes¬ 
man of the Congress head¬ 
quarters for not having re¬ 
futed the insinuation that 
the Congress(I) did not 
want to take the fight in 
Punjab seriously. But the 
realities of Punjab tney 
prove that by offering a 
weak fight in the state the 
ruling party in the centre 
was, in fact, avoiding hare- 
kiri. 

The creation of a paoth' 
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fc government in Punjab 
has been announced by 
the Shiromani Akali Dai to 
be the last wish of the 
slain Sant Longowai. The 
victory of the Akali Dal in 
the elections may be the 
logical culmination of the 
process of normalisation 
which was initiated by the 
Rajiv Gandhi-Longowal 
accord. Even if the Akalis 
fail to secure a majority, it 
would be the attempt of 
the central government to 
help the party to form a 
government m the state. 
The presence of Amrinder 
SUngh, the scion of the for- 
mor ruling family of 
2*atiala, in the Akali camp 
’is a boon in di.sguisc for 
the Congress(l >. Amrin-'-'r 
Singh IS not contesting the 
Lok Sabha elections de¬ 
spite his having been the 
sitting member from 
Patiala in the seventh Lok 
Sabha (he quit the seat 
and left the Congress-1 in 
protest against Operation 
Bluestar). He has opted for 
the Assembly elections in- 
9 toad, which shows that 
liis interest now is focus¬ 
sed on state politics. The 
infighting in the Akali Dal 
following Longowal’s 
death has created a situa¬ 
tion under which none of 
the established Akali lead¬ 
ers are able to dominate 
the party. The emergence 
of Amrinder Singh on the 
legislative front and Baba 
Ajit Singh, the Jathedar of 
Ropar, on the organisa¬ 
tional plane now seems im¬ 
minent. The acting presi¬ 
dent of the party, Surjit 
Singh Barnala, may not be 
able to retain his hold over 
the party organisation for 
too long. 

The uncertainties in the 
Congress(I) and the Shir¬ 
omani Akali Dal camps 
will come to the fore in the 
coming weeks. The threat 
held out by Baba Joginder 
Singh’s men will make 
matters worse. The “odd 
person” referred to by the 
Prime Minister in his Pal- 
ghat speech will have to be 
dealt with a firm hand. 
The success of polling in 
Punjab is an acid test for 
Indian don^otmcy. 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwani SrNt.n 


OccuH Experiences 

I n the bird man, Salim All, I have 
found a kindred soul Despite his 
avowed agnosticism he has sneaking 
respect for phenomenon that leason 
cannot explain In his eminently 
readable autobiography, Ihe Fdll of 
a Sparrow(Oxford Univeisitv Press), 
he narrates two episodes which de 
spite the language of disbelief he 
uses, seem to have left a deep im 
nression on his mind 

I In 1935 one Kshirsagar, a school 
teacher in Sataia is rote to Salim All’s 
elder brother, Hamid Ah who had 
been the collector of Satara, asking 
foi help to pas toi his son’s sea 
louinev to the United States Hamid 
All then living in letirement in Mus 
sorie sent him a bank dialt ot Rs 
1000—a big sum of monev in those 
days I ifty years later Kshirsagar 
died His son who had by then lotired 
from the post of registrai ol a Gu 
I jarat university had his father’s obse 
quies perloimod As custom re 
quircd he offered cooked nee to 
crows A flock collected but none of 
the birds would touch the offering 
An eldci of the family asciibed the 
strange behaviour of the trows to 
some debt incurred by the deceased 
person remaining undischarged 
Kshirsagar junior recalled the money 
lent to his father by Hamid Ah and 
yowed in front of the assembled 
relations to repay the debt as soon as 
possible Whereupon the crows fell 
on the rice and deyoured it A few 
days later Kshirsagar went to Bom 
bay, located Salim Ah who, on his 
brother’s death, had been named 
executoi of his will, repaid the 
money lent to his father half a 
century ago and told him of the way 
the crows had behayed 

The second incident happened to 
another brother, Aamir Ah, and took 
place in Burma in 1919 A little 
distance from the town they lived in, 
was a Buddhist monastery with a 
pool full of carp The fish were 
regarded sacred, fed by pilgrims and 
no one dared to lay their hands on 

them One morning the two brothers 
went to the monastery and finding no 
one near the pool, Aamir picked up a 

stone and hurled it into a seething 
mass of carps No sooner they got 
back home, Aamir complained of 
stiffness in the joints By the evening 

his temperature had gone up. Two 
days later it was diagnosed as 
rheumatic fever. Nine days after the 
stone throwing, Aamir All was 
dead 



Mussatman Ka Peer 

■ have a letiei from a Part.ip Sinph 
Colera, a cloth merchant in iacoba 
bad (Pakistan) The name sounds as 
if It belonged to a Sikh, it could just 
as well be that ot a Sindhi Hindu 
Unclosed in the envelope is a clipjung 
from an English paper and a colout 
brochuie announcing a lull length 
colour featuib film on Guru Nanak in 
English and Punjabi, texts writtt n bv 
Minhai Khan who will also produce 
It It is to be an entiielv Pakistani 
ventuie and will cover tht Gum’s 
pilgrimage to Mecca Medina and 
Muslim shrines in Baghdad The film 
will be entitled “Cuiu Nanak Ji Sat 
kdi' The gut bam already recoided 
IS in the voices ot lata Mangeshkar 
Piofessor Dai shall bingh and laagis 
Satnam Singh and Haibans Siiigh 
1 am glad the film will be made m 
Pakistan and nor in India bimilat 
ventures on the lives of othei gums 
and even Mahaiaia Ran)it Singh 
came to grief due to objections 
raised by obscurantist tht^ykeddars 
(self appointed spokesmen) of the 
panth One was on uru Gobind 
Singh commissioned by Messrs Dun 
lop I wrote Its sriipt and made suie 
that no image of the Guru would be 
<hown (Sikhs are as particular about 
that as the Mush ms of their Prophet) 
and based it cn irely on the Guru’s 
travels Guru Gobind’s hymn' wete 
sung by the late laagi, Santa Singh 
Against my advice the film was 
snown to some tarhedais to get then 
approval Thei wanted money And 
It was nut forthcoming and while 
they could find no fault with the film, 
they came down to arguing that 
while being screened the audience 
would have us shoes on and some 
may be smoking This would hurt 
Sikh sentiment The completed film 
has remained in its cans ever since 


It is difficult to St* how a Pakistam 
can make this film without coming to 
India and visiting Bangladesh where 
many Guiu Nanak s shrines exist to 
this day I h* pe Indians will lend 
Minhaj Khun a btlpiiig h,ind All said 
and done N inak was as th* s lying 
goes 

Guiu Ndn.ik 

rhe King ol Holy mi n ShaJi 
I akeei 

Hindu ka Out a Mu'.ialm in ka 
Peti 

Professional Liars 

A public opinion poll oigaiustUion 
has conducted reseatch int < the 
average citizens’ yuws of jn opl in 
different professions Ptolc ons 
chosen were minist*^Ts of the cliuich, 
government ininisiers doctors 
teachcis ludgi s jiolict lucu news 
casteis, politicians and tuuiuiii is 
lilt question put to the sc It etc*! one 
thousand was Would you gt n* lally 
trust them to tell flu tiuth’’ I torn 
the answers to the que suon i> would 
appeal that whiti lact-s rate most 
pioftssions iiKlucliiig tht polite as 
rnoie fruthtul than niwscutiis 
politicians, oi journalists 1 woiuii c 
what the lesults would be il a sinulat 
public opinion poll were (o bi con 
ducted in Inilia 1 im piitty km mi 
that doctois, teat lit is ind (udec'- 
would get higher tiutb i itir.g jiolu* 
men politicians and gmiinm nt 
niinisteis would i ouK jnetr kn in 
word rthahihfv 1 am not as ciitoii 
how out louinali is would tan My 
hunch IS that they would gi t an 
honourable lating A hi.ig tounialist 
gets a very slioit shiifr in [uoti ssion 
al circles It is bee mse oi itie trust 
plated in his woid ,uid opinions that 
he makes the giatic Wheui ii conics 
to politicians tbtte is no diltrrencc 
of opinion between the lacts they 
are tht woiltls tbanipion liars 

By God's Grace 

A fouiil^ son was born in ihc home 
of a mitusiei s 1 imily Mie fathei 
invited his Sardai ' friend to loiii rhe 
celebiatum and choose i nuin tor 
the new bom child What names 
hive vou (.lye'ii to tht time *tdci 
boys.*’ .I'.Wi d the Sardai ii 

“One IS Rahmit 1 lahi thy (aids 
kindness), the sttintl Paik it I lain 
(bv God’s giact) and the thud 
Mahbub Ilahi tbtitned k God) 
itp]i(‘d till pioud father 
The Sardarp pondtied over the 
names for a while' and replied, “1 
suggest you name your fnuith son, 
“Bas Kai Llahi (God, that is 
enough) ” 

(Conttibuted byMrHadt ot 
Chittagong, Bangladesh) 
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Politics of Peace 


R ai)\ (laiidhi deseives yet another | 
pdt on the back for resolv ing the , 
I Ass im imbroglio dost on thfc heels ot 
sigriing the i*un)db accord (Astern 
' Tht tnd of d Wiphtnidii 2S—31 
August) Iht Itadcis of the AASU I 
and tht AACSP as vtell as the Assam 
chut miiustti Hiteswai Saikia 
should bt eulogised toi acting as 
positicc caialvsts in reaching the 
scttlcmtnt Iht centie s decisions 
that d cai e tdkei govt tnmtnt re plate 
the piesent niinistit till the time of 
tht t U 1 tioiis the lecision ot elttioi 
di lolls toimutating the cut oil ctai 
I lor idt ntilitation and disenfi ant hist 
ment ol foingn nationals and ton 
I dueling lit d) tUtlions to the stale | 
AsstmbK and tht 1 ok Sabha ait 
I steps in tlu I ight diitction One onl\ | 
hopes that the student Itndtis ol 
Assam will help the administiation 
m tht implementation of the act Old 
K thiddndud kuntdi Banca/oit 

• I ndei tht able It atlt iship ol Raii\ 

I (landlii anothtr tompltx piobltm 
has bttn sohed All thost agitating 
in ditlerent parts of the tountn 
should diaw a lesson fiom tht 
I atioid demands tan be aehieted 
onlv thiough litgotiations and not 
thioiigh blackmail oi bloodshed We 
shoultl ntiei foigtt that Mahatma 
t>andtii led a nontioicni agitation 
toi mtlept ndt nee I 

P K imdiii Ahmeddhdd 

• Oui \mmg I’M deserves to be tom 
mtnded loi his ttfoils in sohing the 
Assam pioblem A section of the , 

I pi ess and some opposition leaders 
iiait (line 1 std the actoid but then 
I till It aie bound to be criticisms 
when such a complex and sensitive 
issue is toneuntd In the face ot the 
etists idtitig out couutrv we should 
ull stand b\ the settlement 
knilidi Dd'> ijuptd Cd/tuffa 

• Ihe peistvetante and will powti 
shown b\ the AASL and the AACjSP 
Itadtis toi then eause* deserve to be 
appitelated The hankenng for poll 
I tical mileage has done* considerable 
haim tooui coiinttv 
M V Rdtindidn Ahmeddhdd 

^ • looshdJ Pandit gave an ob)ettive 
analysis of the Assam problem and 
tht eorlseciutnees of the accord that 
I was signed’in New Delhi On paper 
the agicement looks fine but theie 
will be pioblems in implementing it 
I Itu V\est Bengal chief ininistei. 

Is HI Basil has openly opposed the 

} ( on s/i Jiaiihedpur 
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A Star’s Dilemma 


A nita Pi 11 ip in Inililiilii ‘^kdi 
oil Ihiti he (2'’> ’I \ugusii 
hi ought out the dilemma ol the stai 
turned politieiin 1 iv iJalitha in a 
bid to eineiie is i powiitui poliii 
eiaii IS hobnobbing with the eeiitie 
and the (ongies>(li leadeis of ihe 
state 1 his Is be mg V le we d In (lolitie 
ai pundits as <i thieal to the fliavi 
dian patties in the state Iheone-time 
heroine in M(iR st uuis tiould it il 
ise that the people ol I iiriil N idu 
will oppose he I evil di igiis 
\ hltdiifio Isnim l\( Il 

* Pven [avalalith i s eiiiics h ive lek 
nowledged that the loinui eiiie st<u 
is endowed with a peisonahtv that 
letehes votes Hei oiatoiv niesme 
uses he 1 audience Hei till tiom 
grate is due to hei outbuisis again>t 
MCiR anei Ills wife lanal i llowevet 
M(iR the sliiewd iiolitieiaii that he 
IS will not let lavalalitha diwn be 
eause he need-, hei to counter the 
glowing influence ol the Congiessd) 
in tht state 

G Kn\bndmuith\ Ihdudluid 

• No matte 1 what lavalalith i utte i s 
against M(jR the people oi lamil 
Nadu ate liehind the chief mimstei 
No politician tan tvti hope to tap 
ture power in the state as long i.s 
MGR IS around 
Rdinnarh Kdddtdtidllut 


Next Week 

Jayalalitha's rejoinder to the cover 
story, Jayalalitha Skating on Thin 
Ice ( 25—31 August) and SlkdaY’s 
reply 


A Reign of Terror 

T he 1)1 utal and cold blooded minder 
ol 1 alit Maktn and his wife has 
shaken the people of Delhi (Iht 
Mdtid ol Di Iht Ik—24 August) The 
Delhi poliet thought that with the 
signing ol the Puniibaeioid teiioi 
ism would come to an met Rut once 
again the V wtte piovedvvioiig It the 
activities ot tlu tiimiiials tonlinue 
iinibated Delhi will soon be known 
.IS the eunii 1 <ipii.il oi India 
R Rditsh (itiptd \hnuddl)dd 

• The polite .ind iht polititians art ^ 
cgu.iflv to blame foi the state ol 
.iti.iii s pie V iiling m Dt Hu 1 he Mafia 
IS fltMiig Its muse Its sirut ii tnioys 1 
political piiiouage I 

Mdsthiu/diTid \ut on ib.it/ j 

• lilt t\iH mists li.ivr lit loose a 
itign ot teiioi Ihev ait so well 
oigiiustd ih.ii thev have evin sue 
ettdtd 111 ptiittidtiiif tlu steuiitv 
iiiig aiouiul tlu \lPs 1 woiidei whv 
OUI polieinuii hiM sudelt iilv be | 
tome SOUK tlu lint Ori ittliitlhev 
III lx mg |>ie\MiUet to e.iiiv out 
then dutiis'’ I 

Xipiti Mukluiiit \( 11 Ihihi ^ 

• Altei tile brilli mi expose of Blia 
|.m I ai It 1 11 K I Bh.ig.it Itii 

levi I itions itgaidiiu tlu p.iiliamen ^ 
t II \ alt uis nunisKi ait asloiinding ^ 
It is iiipiismg that Mt Rlnigai his 
moved up llu l.uldri m spite ot his . 
dubious past (Jut Pi init Muiisitr has 
pioii ised us a clean .idministiation | 
but how tan we htlievt his words 
when people like M K I Khagat ton 
tmue ottupvmg high oltiees ' 

4 h Chdttoidt Rdiuhi 1 


More Serials, 

T he late at vvhith Dooidaishan is 
telecasting seiials it is appaient 
that they aie minting money (I)ooi 
ddi‘>hdn Hu Motitv Mdtliint, 18— 
24 August) But sadly most of the 
stiidls being telttdst aie either pla 
g 1 a M s t d oI e o n 1 11 V e d non 
prole ssionallv It is time Dooidar 
sh.iri gave due impoitanee to the 
opinion ot the general public They 
should tondutt surveys m rural and 
urban aieas and seiap the unpopular 
stiidls Moreovei apart from a few 
sponsor td piogrammes, most ot the 
otheis are dull and boring 
Arid Miditd Liiitdtk 

• Rdiani IS popular since the seiial 
deals with piaetical pioblems I ex 
pett Doordaishan to air a few more 
ot such piogiammes 
B S Bosv, Jarnshedpui 
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OPINION 


Have Concessions Been Granted to the Meridien Hotel? 


I would hke to point out certain 
erroneous statements made by the 
I correspondent in the special report 
i The Meridien Muddle (25—31 Au- 
1 gust). To start with, there is no truth 
! whatsoever in the statement that 
j Charanjit Smgh had at any time 
! thought of disposing "his half- 
! completed Meridien project" to Ami 
; tabh Bachchan or anyone else. If Mr 
: Bachchan was buying the hotel, why 
: should he have "evinced interest in 


j’n my article, it is obvious that she 
has not even bothered to read 
the piece carefully before rushing to 
the conclusion that it was “highly 
motivated, exaggerated and factual¬ 
ly incorrect. ” To begin with, nowhere 
does the article state that Charanjit 1 
Singh, chairman of CJ International, i 
was selling the Meridien, or better i 
still, selling it to Amitabh Bachchan, i 
MP. If Mrs Mohan had read carefully, j 
she would not have missed the lines, : 


Charanjit Singh need to complete his 
hotel of 371 suites when it was schC’ 
duled to be ready for the 1982 Asian 
Games? On what basis can the CJ 
International boast that their presth 
gious project has progressed 
“smoothly" when there have been so 
many complaints against them and a 
pile of legal cases pending from 
persons connected with the project? 
The question of how smooth the 
progress has been and how much in 


the purchase of one of the ten penth- j 
ouse apartments on the eighth floor 
of the hotel which are being leased I 
' out by C .1 International? " The cor- 1 
re.spondent should have checked j 
tacts with Mr Bachchan or Mr Singh ; 

. to get the truth. A more serious and ' 
utterly uniouiulcd allegation is that j 
Charaniit Singh is planning to leave 
the country shortly. The insinuation I 
; is deal th.)i tlie Sikhs are an unpat- j 
' riotic people who would like to get 

■ out of India if they can. The coires- 
pondent h,is tried to tasl asptrsions 
on the entire comnuinity by malign¬ 
ing Cli.iranut Singh The construc- 

' tioii ol the hotel has progre.ssed 
i .smooihlv and i! kitu Satin has any 

■ in.stde iiitoriTinrion of its progre.ssing | 
in "tits and starts'’ we certainly do ! 

■ nor know about it She has further | 
' alleged that "it is a premeditated 

move on part ot CJ International to 
alter it.s onginal designs and obtain 
clearance for extessive commercial i 
area." This is also totally incorrect. | 

■ The whole (iiofeci is being executed ' 

, in arcordame with the provisions of j 
I the lease and with the due sanction I 
, of the NDMC;. The correspondent j 
i goes on to stale that “another factor 

j that has caused grievances to hote- 
i liers is the role of the financial 
i institutions in giving credit to Meri- 
j dien Hotel.” How are the loans given 
I to hotel Meridien causing grievances 
i to other hotels? Is the correspondent 
trying to take up the cause of other 
hotels against the Meridien? As a 
matter of fact, no undue favour has 
been siiown to Meridien. Even Ms 
Sarin has admitted that Meridien is 
I paying Rs 2.68 crores for its lease 
j which is higher than the figure paid 
I hv any other hotel in the country. 

■ The article is highly motivated, ex- 
' aggerateil .nid factually incorrect. 

■ Achla R. Mohan, Manager, Public 
: Relations, CJ International Hotels 
I Ltd; New Delhi 

I 

i Rita Sarin replies: Achla Mohan’s 
] letter aims at pointing out “certain 
erroneous statements"in the special 
report. I am surprised that not only 
has she failed to point out any errors 


“Now, at least, with the opening of a , 
section of the hotel for commercial 
purposes, all rumours of its being 
sold have been laid to rest." From 
this it is clear that the purpose was 
not to air rumours concerning the 
hotel, but to lay them to rest. 



The Meridien under construction 


As far as seeking the clarifications 
of Charanjit Singh is concerned, the 
author of the letter would have been 
best advised to check whether this 
correspondent did so or not. The fact 
is that not only did I seek an appoint¬ 
ment with the chairman but also with 
other senior officials of CJ Interna¬ 
tional including tht finance manager 
and the sales manager. Does the 
manager, public relations,not recall 
my meeting with her when she 
directed me to the chairman's office? 
The chairman’s office repeatedly 
told me that Charanjit Singh would 
not like to comment on the “sensitive 
issue.” It is indeed surprising that 
Mrs Mohan has found fault with the 
comment that the Meridien Hotel is 
being constructed in "fits and 
starts. ” How many years more does 


accordance with the provisions laid \ 
down with the lessee, the NDMC, 
need not he answered by us. The CJ 
International would have in its files 
by now, the notice which was sent to 
It following the Suway report tor 
, illegal occupancy of the hotel. As 
i reported by tins correspondent, com- 
I mercial service in the Meridien 
j Hotel commenced on IS July, but 
I without the mandatory conditions of 
the NDMC being completed. The 
NDMC has now itself taken cogni¬ 
sance of the violations and deman¬ 
ded that the Meridien immediately 
halt commercial services till the com¬ 
pletion certificate is received and till 
other requirements like the fire- 
safety certificate are fulfilled. The 
CJ International faces the prospect 
of closute but perhaps will still insist 
that they have not violated any ! 
norms and their hotel project has \ 
only “progre.ssed smoothly. ” f 

The objective of my report was not 
to take up the cause of other hotels 
against the Meridien, as has been 
hinted in the letter Its objective was 
to reveal the obvious concessions 
which the hotel has managed to cor¬ 
ner and the reckless public financing 
to the tune of Rs 50 crores to a 
delayed project which has continued 
despite violating every rule in the 
book. Again, the letter states that the 
Meridien is paying Rs 2.68 crores to 
the NDMC as annual rent. In her 
hurry to point out mistakes, Mrs 
Mohan has, as usual.missed the facts 
as stated. The report clearly men¬ 
tions that Rs 2.68 crores is the rent 
CJ International "has to pay.” Also, 
it was never the intention of this 
correspondent to smear the reputa¬ 
tion of the chairman, Charanjit Singh 
or cast aspersions on his community. 
The intention was to throw light on 
the rules which have been flouted by 
the hotel and the concessions man¬ 
ipulated by Mr Singh. We still main¬ 
tain that, till such time clearances 
are obtained by CJ International, its 
commercial services are posing a 
threat to hundreds of guests visiting 
it daily. 
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‘Not Guilty’ 


Are inquiries into politicians’ affairs redundant? 


C rimes of the powerful tease 
and test, mock and mar all our 
notions of human rights and 
justice. Among the powerful, 
there is a kind of fraternity: you do 
not punish one of your own, unless 
you really have to. So, people in high 
places get away, in a literal sense, 
with loot and plunder, and even rape 
and murder. If ordinary folk in the 
countryside ask for accountability 
and justice, there emerges suddenly 
and sharply the notorious law-and- 
order problem. “Ask for accountabil¬ 
ity and you get the CRPF" has been, 
more or less, the standard response 
of the Indian state audits managers 
to ordinary people’s outcries against 
the crimes of the powerful, 
j But not all people are ordinary, 
j Certainly, educated people in big 
I cities with a voice have to be man¬ 
aged quite differently. In a word, not 
with a stick but with a carrot. The 
carrot is an enquiry. The middle- 
class intelligentsia just loves judicial 
enquiries. The demand for such in¬ 
quiries signifies the highest level of 
political consciousness and consen¬ 
sus among them. Setting up a com¬ 
mission of enquiry or asking a retired 
Justice of the Supreme Court to 
“look into” charges against a minis¬ 
ter is quite a different thing than 



By Prof. Upendra Baxi 


smashing the skulls of the poor who 
protest against the local party boss or 
the policeman, revenue or forest 
officer who makes a living out of 
their meagre earning.s and derives 
pleasure out of regularly raping their 
women. The commission of enquiry is 
certainly not direct repression; it is 
sublimated repression, all the same. 

Milan Kundera has said memor¬ 
ably that the struggle for men 
against power is a struggle of mem¬ 
ory against forgetfulness. Every¬ 
where, power and law determine 
patterns of public forgetfulness, lest 
public memory be a prod for struggle 
against lawlessness or injustice. En¬ 
quiries are a way of disorganising 
public memory and institutionalising 
forgetfulness. Contrary to the com¬ 
mon saying, public memory is not 
short; rather it is shortened by the 
actual operation of the political 
system. 

Middle-class intelligentsia is also 
a part of this system. They move from 
one cause celebre to another, the 
expose of decadence becoming in the 
process a fine art and a civic virtue. 
And our system thrives on such 
periodic exposes; it testifies to the 
fact that ours is an open society and a 
vigorous democracy. We hold a world 
record in commissions of enquiry; no 
other liberal democracy in its first 
three decades has set up so many and 
so varied commissions of enquiry 
into excesses of public power. And 
most of these have been exposed by a 
free press, an effective parliamen¬ 
tary process and public opinion. No 
one, in his right mind, can deny this. 
Everyone is happy save the victims 
of abuse of power (tough luck, they 
can never be happy). And the fine 
democratic traditions keep growing 
apace. 

Certainly, enquiries into the 
affairs of political persons are re¬ 
levant, and even crucial, to the 
maintenance of the appearance of 
the bourgeois liberal democracy. If 
we want these to be relevant for the 
reality of democracy as well, we will 
have to struggle to formulate a new 
public ethic based on the maxim: 
“Criminal activities ought not to be a 


part of democratic politics.” 

This maxim compels a number of 
consequences. First, political parties 
must become legal entities (that is, 
either registered societies, trusts, 
charitable institutions or any other 
format) subject to public auditing of 
their funds and expenditure. Second, 
the assets and tax liabilities of all 
members of Legislature and Parlia¬ 
ment, and of the organisational 
wings of political parties, must 
annually be disclosed to the people 
through their being placed on the 
floor of the House. Third, all parties 
should be required to have their own 
anti-corruption bureaus or party 
ombudspersons to whom any mem¬ 
ber of the public can publicly 
approach. Fourth, the office of the 
public prosecutor should be made, by 
law or Constitution, a separate and 
autonomous office, with duties of 
periodic public reports. Fifth, im¬ 
pediments like prior sanction of the 
executive for the prosecution of a 
public servant should be removed. 
Sixth, the Indian Penal Code should 
have a new and separate part declar¬ 
ing a new category of offences label¬ 
led as “offences against people by 
officials of the state” (the code has at 
present three classic divisions: off¬ 
ences against person, property and 
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state) Seventh, the law should in 
hibit irresponsible and malicious 
complaints against people in power 
without discouraging the flow of 
bona hde complaints Eighth, special 
courts should be created to deal 
expeditiously with these complaints, 
with only a single appeal to the 
Supreme Court of India 

A re these unreasonable or imprac 
tical suggestions’ Intelligent Indi 
ans, including those in political par 
tics, media and academia, must think 
so, for not a single one of thesehave 
become or has been allowed even to 
become a focal point of public opin 
ion campaign 

So, what do we have’ 1 he device of 
I some ludicial enquiry into charges of 
corruption or lawlessness against 
public persons A retired justice of 
the Supreme Couii is exhumed, and 
pressed into seivict, lit oi she mav or 
may not be well versed in criminal 
law and procedure or evidence— 
bodies of law expertise which are 
lequired to elfectivelv probe into 
such matteis Wc have to get rid of 
the idea that knowledge and exper 
tise also come ex otficio a unique 
Lontiibution of Indian democracy to 
world cultuie Even if a letiied )udge 
I has the expertive we do not know 
I how he OI she is selected out of so 
I manv available It is clear that Jus 
tice I C Shah or Justice Jaganmohan 
jjlBniha will nevei be invited to make a 
I preliminary enquiry bv a Congress(I) 


government, neither would the 
opposition, were it the government, 
invite Justices A N Ray or H M Beg 
The available range is thus on all 
sides limited The opposition then 
condemned Justice Vaidyahngam’s 
exoneration of Kanti Morarji Desai 
as a “farce,” the opposition now 
condemns Justice Jaswant Singh’s 
exoneration of chief minister Bhajan 
Lai in similar terms A piquant situa 
tion would indeed arise if an associa 
non of retired Justices of the Sup 
reme Court and High Courts were to 
come into existence and resolve that 
they would not assist any govern ' 
ment or party by holding such prima I 
facie enquiries, which is really the 
function of a magistrate or a sessions I 
ludge and the public prosecutor j 

The commissions oi enquiry are no 
more than arsenals of political war * 
fare Rarely do they have anything to I 
do with or result in achievement of 
human rights or social justice The 
findings of the commission, wherever 
they incriminate the powerful, do not 
automatically result in criminal pro 
secution, and prosecutions, where 
launched, rarely result in conviction 
Indeed, often there is a competition 
to set up commissions of enquiry 
Look at the classic Karnataka case, 
where both the centte and the state 
I set up commissions to enquire into 
the condiKt of an incumbent chief 
minister This led to extreme judicial 
acrobatics by the Supreme Court 1 


which had to decide who had the 
better title to protect people from 
abuse of power 

At best, reports of such commis 
sions may serve the function of pub 
he education But who needs to be 
educated’ The victims of abuse of 
power know what it means to be 
victims For those who are not, who 
has the time or the inclination for 
this adult education’ And wheie are 
the teachers’ Indeed, where are the 
reports’ Try obtaining the reports of 
various commissions today 

This leaves the courts But most 
judges will decide in accordance 
with the law as they understand it, 
and the law regards the theft of five 
rupees the same wav as it regards the 
swindling of the nations’s resour es 
Onlv rarelv docs an activist |udge 
emerge to forge new weapons rrom 
old arsenal to fight the crimes of the 
poweiful 

Political shikars, in these days of 
strident emphasis on protection of 
wildlife, are now the big game 
hunting events An exciting sport, if 
you are bored with the passivity of 
the imported VCRs and Doordar 
shan fo ask whether such a sport is 
relevant is to ask fot a little vaiiation 
to make it more exciting I am sorrv I 
can’t propose anv I confess to a lack 
of spoiling spirit I’d rathei concen 
trate on structural wavs to assist tens 
of thousands ot Indian citi/ens who 
are cuirently hunted bv all sorts of 
people in powti 


Corruption has Ceased 
to be a Dirty Word 


By Nukhil Chakravartty 


P olitical personalities b> the 
very nature of their occupation 
enjoy certain advantages and 
also face certain hazards which 
an average citizen in a democracy 
neither enjoys nor is exposed to A 
politician worth the name flourishes 
in the limelight He or she is the 
cynosure of public gaze And this 
brings the politician accolades as 
also brickbats at times 
Being at the very centre of public 
life, the politician certainly enjoys 
relatively widespread influence as 
compared to anybody else pursuing 
other vocations The more important 
among them—particularly those who 


happen to hold offices wielding 
varying degrees of power—command 
an authority over not only the politic 
al but the economic set up as well 
This makes the politician vulnerable 
tc allurements held out by 
msneybags anxious to get round laws 
and restrictions that are meant to 
curb venal or irregular practices 
Th's.in a nutshell, IS the mechanics of 
corruption in political life in our 
country From “special favours” to 
collecting kicKbacks on big con 
tracts, from abusing authority to 
push personal vested interests even 
at the cost of the national interests— 
corruption in our counit v as also m 


other parts ot ihc world is multi i 
faceted as also multi dimensional 
I Rarelv does a polinuan get ex- 
I posed It .s an open secret that com 
. pared to the wide diversification of 
corruption in our political life today, 
the number of cases of detection or 
exposure is almost negligible In fact, 
corruption has ceased to be a dirty 
word in our public life today, a 
measuie of the lake’s progress m 
the four decades since independ¬ 
ence 

Just at this moment, the question 
has assumed a measure of notoriety 
because of the acquittal of A R 
Antulay of the charges of iriegularity 

AS 
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and malpracuce by a High Court 
judge as also the absolution secured 
by the equally versatile Bhajan Lai 
of the various charges of misde¬ 
meanour by a probing judge. In both 
cases, the charges were brought for¬ 
ward by the political opponents of 
the two concerned characters, and so 
the two might have counted on some 
measure of public reservation that 
their misdeeds could possibly have 
been exaggerated for partisan con¬ 
siderations: not that they were inno¬ 
cents but that the opposition went to 
town over the allegation against 
them to make political capital out of 
them. In other words such characters 
rely to some extent on the calcula¬ 
tion that the public by nature is not 
as gullible as it is often made out to 
be. 

Obviously, neither Antulay nor 
Bhajan Lai has a record of lily white 
innocence. Antulay, it may be recal¬ 
led, had once to face in Maharashtra 
Assembly the charge of having some 
links with the smugglers’ club when 
he was a junior minister. The uproar 
led to an enquiry by the then Bombay 
Congress president, Rajni Patel but 
to the discerning eye it was a face¬ 
saving operation, nothing more, qp- 
thing less. So, when the uproar broke 
out over the exposure of his allegedly 
extorted donations for the Indira 
Pratisthan Trust—the exposure 
material, it can be stated reliably, 
had been quietly supplied by the 
opposition politicians—Antulay was 
not protected in the public esteem of 
his having a record without blemish, 
and to that measure, he had to face a 
handicap. Even today, his acquittal 
by the High Court does not automati¬ 
cally provide him with a verdict of 
innocence at the bar of public 
opinion. 

As for Bhajan Lai, let it not be 
forgotten that he belongs to a tribal 
belt where dva-ram-gaya-iam politics 
has a history of nearly three de¬ 
cades—a game which both the Con¬ 
gress and the opposition have played 
in different periods In fact, Bhajan 
Lai’s smooth walk over to the Con- 
gress(I) within a few days of Indira 
Gandhi’s spectacular come-back to 
power in January 1980, was the most 
remarkable act of political defection 
in contemporary history of India. 
When he came over with his flock to 
the Congress(I), Bhajan Lai or his 
supporters could not be accused of 
not having a record of corruption. 
But the opposition at that point of 
time was in such a shattered condi¬ 
tion that it was not in position to 
come out with a charge-sheet as such. 

The crucial point to note in the 
treatment of corruption in present- 
day Indian politics is that those in 
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politics is not always a 
cornipt game. But 
morality has a place in it 
only as an adjunct of the 
political element. There 
is no such thing as 
absolute morality in 
politics—not even in the 
case of Plato’s 
.philosophers. 



office are not removed just because 
they are corrupt but they face the 
music when they become politically 
vulnerable. And when they become 
politically vulnerable it is only then 
that their cupboard.s are broken open 
and all the skeletons are brought out 
So long as a politician is invulner¬ 
able, the cupboards are kept locked 
and safe. 

A few outstanding examples can be 
mentioned K D Malaviya was 
charged for a very minor impropriety 
connected with his dealings with a 
firm. But Malaviya had to face the 
powerful onslaught of the very 
powerful lobby of the giant oil com¬ 
panies. So long as Nehru was strong 
enough to withstand western press¬ 
ures, Malaviya could go ahead with 
his programme of indigenous oil pro 
duction. When after the Chinese 
aggression, Nehru was no longer in a 
position to withstand western press¬ 
ures, the lobby against Malaviya was 
strong enough to get him out of the 
cabinet. 



From ‘‘special favours” 
to collecting kickbacks 
on big contracts, from 
abusing authority to 
push personal vested 
interests even at the 
cost of the national 
interests—corruption in 
oiu* country as also in 
other parts of the world 
Is multi-faceted as also 
multi-dimensionaL 



T.T. Krishnamachari was dropped 
from the cabinet by Lai Bahadui j 
Shastri on the apparent plea that he 
refused to be probed because of his 
irregularities in handling the affairs 
of a company But careful observers 
in New Delhi had no doubt that 
Krishnamachari had to quit the Shas¬ 
tri cabinet because he refused to 
surrender to the pressure of the 
World Bank for the devaluation of 
the rupee 

Biju Patnaik had to face a large 
numbei of corruption charges. With 
his prevailing pull ai the centre m 
those davs, the enquiry report was 
not forthcoming, and it required | 
heroic efforts on the pan of my ' 
fnend Surendra Mohan ’Irivedv to \ 
place It before Parliament Biiu had 
to face many cases, but politically he ' 
did not seem to have tost fate be 
cause of corruption If lit is not .it the 1 
top at the moment, this is noi be j 
cause of the con option chaiges | 
against hmi, hut bt cause of the , 
vagaries ol political wtathei which 
he seems to liavt misie,id in lecent 
times 

There wa* a big iiproai oiei Pratap 1 
Singh Kaitim s a'ltged incgi’laiities 
Nehiu appointed a t onimission. 
whose jiidgt kiievt Nehiu , reluit 
ance to pait with K.iiro'i Bui luitor- 
tunarelv foi Kaiton, Nehiu died 
when the commission upon 
being prepared I'hf pulge also kne#ffl' 
that Shastri was rather cutual of 
Kairon. and so tlie commission vet 
diet ivent against Kan on A very 
close sciutinj ol the bulkj lepoit 
makes this clear I 

This brings one to the point that 
the judges, howevei august they may | 
he, do not clann to have totally | 
divested themselve, ol tiieii subjec 
tivity The best of them make very 
honest efforts to be severely objec 
live, and theie seem to be quite a few 
who would not pass such a test It i.s 
therefore not always an accident that 
then verdict in mativ cases seem to 
reflect then assessment of the re¬ 
spective strength of the contending 
sides m the case-, and tew would like 
to be on the wrong side 

The question whether enquiries 
into the affairs of politicians are 
redundant, theiefoie, cannot be 
answered by a simple yes or no Two 
factors decide the issue- First, the 
judges and their capacity to bt' firm¬ 
ly objective. Second, the political 
strength or weakness of the politi¬ 
cian placed in the dock. Politics is 
not always a corrupt game. But 
morality has a place in it only as an 
adjunct of the political element. 
There is no such thing as absolute 
morality in politics—not even in the 
case of Plato’s philosophers. 
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First Round to A.R. Antulay 


Although the former Maharashtra chief minister has been absolved and the charges 
against him dismissed, he still faces the private complaint filed by BJP member 

Ramdas Nayak 


T he criminal complaint filed 
against A.R. Antulay, former 
Maharashtra chief minister, 
under the Prevention of Cor¬ 
ruption Act is historical. It was the 
first complaint filed by a private 
individual in a magistrate’s court. It 
was possible because last year the 
Supreme Court had held that a 
private person could file a com¬ 
plaint. Hitherto, because of various 
provisions in the Prevention of Cor¬ 
ruption Act, it was necessary for 
investigating officers to first find 
out more about the tomplaint and 
only then could any charges be 
filed. The Act did not envisage any 
place for a private complainant 
However, Mr Antulay was ex¬ 
onerated by the special judge. Jus 
tice Dinshaw Mehta, of the Bombay 
High Court from criminal charges 
filed by Janata Partv member Mr 
P.B. Samant in his individual capac¬ 
ity. The charges against him were 
corruption and abuse of office 
under the Prevention of Corruption 
Act. In his capacity as chief minis¬ 
ter he had “fraudulently or dishon¬ 
estly” induced the cabinet and the 
two houses of the state legislature 
to deliver to the Indira Gandhi 
Pratibha Pratisthan (IGPP) a total 
sum of rupees two crores. There 
was a further charge of cheating 
under Section 420 of the Indian 
Penal Code. 

Delivering his judgment over two 
days, 2 and 3 September, Justice 
Mehta said that the former finance 
minister Ramrao Adik had deposed 
that every member of the cabinet 
was fully aware that the IGPP was a 
non-governmonr body and that 
there was no misrepresentation to 
the cabinet. He also observed that 
rupees ten lakhs from the conting¬ 
ency fund was sanctioned by the 
Expenditure Priority Committee. 
The then finance secretary, V. 
Prabhakar, had even reduced the 
money from the contingency fund 
from Rs 25 lakhs, as originally de¬ 
manded, to rupees ten lakhs. On 
the abuse of power by Mr Antulay, 
Justice Mehta observed that Arti¬ 
cle 282 of the Constitution provides 
for a grant-in-aid for public pur¬ 
poses and that a government could 


set up institutions for the benefit of 
artists, litterateurs, scientists and 
religious associations. Therefore, 
he could not accept that a public 
servant was not empowered to set 
up a trust and that it was an abuse 
of office. 

While dismissing all the argu¬ 
ments put forward by the prosecu¬ 
tion, the judge said that if any 
irregularity was admitted for the 
sake of argument, it was with in¬ 
stitutions like the Charity Commis- 
.sioner’s Office. In another instance. 
Justice Mehta observed that if wit¬ 
ness G.P. Pradhan, the then leader 
of the opposition, had any doubts 
about the nature of the IGPP he 
could have checked up the trust 
deed Not only did he not do this, 
but he never brought up this issue 
in the Legislative Council. Justice 
Mehta further observed that “it is 
difficult to believe the insistence of 
Pradhan that his impression was 
that the IGPP was a government 
trust. However, in the face of the 
written record of the case, I do not 
think that such insistence can be a 
virtue in a reasonable man...” 

The main complainant in the 
case, P.B. Samant, came out poorly. 


Justice Mehta recounted in his 
judgment that the counsel for the 
defence, R.D. Ovalekar, had chal¬ 
lenged the bona fides of the com¬ 
plainant by charging that he had 
deliberately suppressed certain 
facts (for instance, that he was a 
builder and that his entire fami'y— 
wife, sons, daughter, variou'. in¬ 
laws—were all in the building in¬ 
dustry), and had uttered falsehoods 
in the writ petition filed in 1981, 
wherein he had said that he had 
applied for five bags of cement and 
did not get any from Mr Antulay. In 
fact, in another application in his 
own name he received 20 metric- 
tonnes of cement. In conclusion. 
Justice Mehta said, “I should have 
thought that corrupt and illegal 
acts were always performed in the 
darkness and hatched beyond the 
glare of the public eye and not 
carried on with the approval and 
sanction of august bodies like the 
Legislative Assembly and Council 
and the cabinet. I am, therefore, of 
the view that corrupt and illegal 
means and misuse of office have 
not been proved by the prtisecu- 
tion.” 

Mr Antulay, however, still faces 
another private complaint filed by 
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ilie BJP member Mr Ramdas 
Nayak. That case is expected to 
come up on 16 September in the 
Bombay High Court before Justice 
Mehta. 

While I’ B. Samant has yet to 
decide whether he intends to chal¬ 
lenge Justice Mehta’s judgment in 
the Supreme Court, a curious de¬ 
velopment has occurred only four 


da 3 rs after the judgment. Mrs Shall- 
ni Patil, the star witness in Ramdas 
Nayak’s case, and a former revenue 
minister in Mr Antulay’s cabinet, 
has issued a statement. She said 
that the state cabinet had at a 
meeting on 6 October 1980 decided 
to establish a trust called the IGPP. 
The resolution said, “This will be a 
Maharashtra government trust. The 


Lokpal: A Permanent 
Tribunal of Enquiry? 


N o less than 18 commissions of 
enquiry have been set up by the 
central and state governments, 
till now, to examine charges of 
corruption against political leaders. 
While all of them have generally 
confirmed the veracity of these 
charges, no action has been taken 
regarding them. This tradition con¬ 
tinues. 

• In 1964, the Government of India 
set up a committee under the chair¬ 
manship of K. Santhanam to study 
the causes of corruption and sug¬ 
gest measures for checking it. The 
Santhanam committee made as 
many as 137 recommendations in¬ 
cluding the immediate establish¬ 
ment of the Central Vigilance Com- 
mi.ssinn. 

• The Administrative Reforms 
Commission was set up in 1966. In 
its first interim report, it recom¬ 
mended a two-tier machinery—of 
the Lokpal and the Lokayukta—for 
the redressal of citizens* grie¬ 
vances. 

• The Lokpal and Lokayukta Bill 
1968. introduced in May 1968, was 
pas.sed in the Lok Sabha in August 
1969. The Bill could not get through 
the Kajya Sabha in the Tourth 
Parliament’ which was dissolved in 
December 1970 

• Reintroduced in 1971, the Lokpal 
and Lokayukta Bill lapsed again on 
the dissolution of the fiftih Lok 
Sabha. 

• A fresh Bill entitled the Lokpal 
Bill 1977, was introduced in the Lok 
Sabha in 1977. It was referred to a 
joint committee of Parliament 
which submitted its report on July 
1978. However, this time too, the 
Lok Sabha was dissolved and the 
Bill lapsed. 

In the proposed legislation, the Lok¬ 
pal is sought to be empowered to in- 
quife^to complaints made against 
a public functionary (minister, 
minister of state, deputy minister 
and parliamentary secretary of the 
union government) who has com¬ 
mitted any offence punishable 


under chapter IX of the Indian 
Penal Code or under the Preven¬ 
tion of Corruption Act, 1947. The 
offences listed under chapter IX of 
the IPC include raking graft in 
office, disobeying the law or fram¬ 
ing an incorrect document to cause 
injury to any person, engaging in 
unlawful trade and buying or bid¬ 
ding for property. Another offence 
is the abetment of offences defined 
in 162, 163 of IPC. However, the 
Lokpal will not have the power to 
undertake inquiries suo moto. 
There is a special provision for 
discouraging frivolous, vexatious 
and false complaints, where action 
is taken by the Lokpal himself. 
Section 21 prohibits publication of 
information regarding the com¬ 
plaints, including the identity of 
the complainant and the public 
functionary against whom the com¬ 
plaint has been made. It also pro¬ 
vides for an in camera inquiry. 

The exclusion of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter from the jurisdiction of the 
Lokpal raises a debatable point. 
The government maintains that die 
office of the Prime Minister is a 
unique one and any allegations in 
order to malign it would destabilise 
the country. But when this issue 
came up in front of the joint com¬ 
mittee on the 1968 Bill, the late 
Mohan Kumaramangalam advo¬ 
cated to include the Prime Minister 
on the plea that he is only the first 
among the equals in the cabinet. 
Jayaprakash Narain,and otherstoo, 
made a very forceful campaign to 
include the Prime Minister within 
the ambit of the Lokpal as it would 
enhance prestige and respectabil¬ 
ity and affect the conduct of all 
public persons. In order to make 
the institution of the Lokpal really 
effective, it should be given the 
power not only to inquire but in¬ 
vestigate as well. It should not 
merely present a report but be 
allowed to forcefully punish the 
offender. 
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chief minister will be its chairman. 
The Maharashtra government will 
donate rupees two crores to this 
trust and rupees three crores will 
be collected from the people. 
Artists, poe&, litterateurs, etc. are 
to be assisted from this trust.” Mrs 
Shalini Patil has ostensibly issued 
this statement as she says, “It was 
necessary that this cabinet resolu¬ 
tion should come before the court, 
so that the entire picture would be 
clear in the public interest.” This 
gives a new twist to the case, parti¬ 
cularly since her own colleague 
Ramrao Adik had clearly said that 
it was not a government trust, and 
that Mr Antulay had not misrepre¬ 
sented facts to the cabinet. 

So, what is the future of political 
corruption? Can political corrup¬ 
tion really be tackled by the courts? 
With one case decided in favour of 
the accused and the other yet to 
conclude, this is a question that is 
agitating the minds of 'he people. 
According to a leading criminal 
lawyer, who did not want to be 
named, it is impossible to fight 
corruption through the courts. He 
said, “In courts, sometimes the en¬ 
tire truth does not come out. It is 
difficult tor the court to assess the 
truth from half-truths. The declara¬ 
tion of assets at the time of contest¬ 
ing the elections can bring some 
control on political corruption. 
Assets will be powerful circum¬ 
stantial evidence to implicate a 
person. Annual declarations are 
even more necessary for high gov¬ 
ernment officials concerned with 
the issue of licences or those deal¬ 
ing with income-tax, customs, cen¬ 
tral exci.se and related matters. 
There should be a nationwide poli¬ 
cy for this.” He also suggested that 
there should be summary courts for 
trying cases under the Prevention 
of Corruption Act. As soon as a 
person is trapped he must be asked 
to give his version without the help 
of a lawyer. In the game that goes 
on in court, the truth is often lost. 

Moreover, the machinery that 
prosecutes should be honest, oper¬ 
ate without malice and collect 
genuine evidence. This machinery 
should be built up by selecting 
individuals who have a sense of 
dignity and national spirit. They 
should be taken when young and 
still in law college. This, incidental¬ 
ly, is how the FBI of the United 
States recruits its people. In a pri¬ 
vate complaint entertained by the 
court, there is a lot of malice. Even 
Justice Mehta observed the “poli¬ 
tical undertones” that have run 
through the Antulay case. 

TeHa, Bombay 
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“I Have studied in Three of the Country’s 
Most Prestigious Institutions” 

Bhajan Lai’s son-in-law, Anoop Bishnoi, replies to the opposition's allegations 


( was not shocked or surprised at 
the charges which were levelled 
against me in the memorandum 
submitted by the opposition lead 
ers to the Prime Minister Since the 
allegations are unti ue and absurd I 
have filed a defamation suit against 
a piominent national daily where 
■ such cooked up stories about me 
*rwere first published 

1 was deeply hurt by senior 
opposition leaders alleging that 1 
was “an ordinary student vsith no 
mentionable assets ” The leaders 
had not caied to follow m> 
academic and family background 
before lecelling such wild accusa 
tions I have studied in three of the 
most prestigious institutions of the 
c ountry Doon School in Dehradun 
St Stephen’s College, New Delhi 
and the Indian Institute of Manage 
ment, Ahmedabad where admission 
IS based solely on merit Moreover, 
I come from an affluent famih 
which owns substantial areas ot 
land in Haryana besides a thing 
training school 

1 think it IS my being the son in 
law of Haiyana chief minister Bha 
jan I al which has aroused suspi 
.'‘•.cions among a section of the people 
"Kl am an ambitious entrepreneur 
whose endeavour is to make his 
industry flourish Rather than 
being an advantage, 1 have often 
found my association with the chief 
minister a hindrance since bureauc 
rats and government servants al 
ways tended to go by the rules of 
the book where 1 was conceined 
and were afraid to use their discre 
tionary powers The unwarranted 
scrutiny of my applications have 
been fi ustrating but in the long run 
I found such a gesture beneficial 
since my dealings would then be 
above criticism 

The opposition leaders have also 
wrongly stated that my family 
members have, within a short 
period of tune, set up 25 industrial 
units in Haryana, Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh and Rajasthan 1 
have not even heard of some of the 
industries named in the memoran 
-. dum while others have been aban- 
' doned at the initial stages owing to 
non Issue of licences by the state or 


central governments 
The allegation that the Haiyana 
Financial Corporation (HiC) mort 
gaged the same piece of land over 
and over again and advanced loans 
against it more than once is abso 
lutely false The fact is that loans 
were only adsanced against land 
which was fiee from any encumbi 
ances This can be verified from the 
lecords with the tchsifdar at Hissat 
and the HI-C The loans which were 
sanctioned to me were done so in 
accordance with the norms and pro 
cedures and no favoui was evti 
shown to me in the matter Bhaian 
Lai has nothing to do with the 
sanctioning of the loans Mortocer 
the allegation that sevei al national 
ised banks have shown undue 
favoui to the Bhanu t otic tins bv 
sanctioning loans for working capif 
al is also unfounded The banks 
have set norms for the disbuisc 
ment ot loans and the fiiiaiuial 
institutions have verified mv cit 
dit woithiness before sanctioning 
capital advances Bhajan 1 al has 
nothing to do with mv tiansactioiis 
No favour has been shown to me 
In the Harvana ‘state riectiicitv 
Board in granting adequate powet 
to mv concerns or mv reside ncc In 
fact, I have installed genciatois in 
all mv factoiies to supplement the 



Anoop Bishnoi 


madequait power supply I have 
even proviilc'd land fiee of cost to 
the electricity board to set up a 
sub station from which other young 
enterpunetiis derive benefit 

A furou has also been raised 
regal ding the import ot a furnace 
by the Bhanu concern The import 
was in at coi dance with the impoit 
rules and a letter of ciedit was 
estalishtd through the bank in 
favoui of the supplieis M/S Radyne 
I td of I K against a valid import 
litcMiLc The pavment was made by 
the Indian bank against the docu 
ments and the bill ot lading The 
furnace was cleated at the Bombay 
lioit aftci propel verification and 
pavnitnt ot customs duties The 
nllc'gation th it there was a false 
invoice is baseless as similar fui 
n ices have bter imported bv 
olhtis It lower III ices as well 

Kcgaiding the sanction of sub 
sidles to mv (onceins 1 would like 
to inform mv critics that subsidies 
aie given fot all backward areas 
identified bv the central govern 
ment All subsidies granted aie in 
accordance with the norms and pio 
ct dines of assessment sanction 
and disbui semi nt No dev lation has 
been made bv th< Haivina govern 
ment in gianting me subsidies nor 
has Bliatan I al anvthing to do with 
these matters 1 qualh baseless is 
the aci usanon that the state gov 
einment In', flaunted all norms in 
gt inting a licence foi the settingup 
of a distilleiv I have obtained all 
the nectssarv pcimissions no 
obiection ccitificaies and excise li 
cciict befoit < mb II king on the pro 

1 have also found the illegation 
that 1 used Bhaian I al oDicial 
telephone to advance my business 
inieiests shocking Whenever I 
used the Havana Bhawan’s tele 
phone in New Delhi I have paid the 
bills W'hile It IS not possi 

ble to isolate mvsclf from Bhajan 
Lai 1 wish to make it cleai that my 
relation with the chief minister is 
stiictlv on a personal level and has 
nothing to do with mv business 
interests The charges of corruption 
levelled against me by the opposi 
tion leaders are totally false 
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‘I Owe Everythii^ to the 

Congress’ 

A.R. Antuiay, former Maharashtra chief minister, told Sl'-vday 


There were flowers everywhere: 
pink gladiolis, red roses, yellow roses 
and white daisies. There were flow- 
' ers in baskets of all shapes and sizes, 
] garlands of varying sizes, and even 
an arrangement of two roses 
' arranged in the 'V‘ for victory sign. 
And there were people everywhere. 
Among them were the widow of for- 
mer minister Abbasaheb Parvekar, 
1 Nevritti Kate, sarpanch of Water, 
; N.Ci. Patil from Vita in Sangh dis¬ 
trict, Sampatrao Ghorpade of Nand- 
i gaou taluka. Suresh Pawar, presi- 
dent, All India Backward Class Bank 
Employees Welfare Association 
fState Bank unit) and Post Kar- 
\ xnachari members, who had been 
[ bringing to the flood of telegrams. 
They were there to congratulate A.R. 


' Antuiay who had been acquitted of 
1 charges of corruption and abuse of 
^ power in one of the two private 
; crinpnal complaints filed against 
him Crowds were totiK for Mr Antu- 
' fay. who once again looked his 1 
' dashing self, with none of the strain 
of the last four years showing on him. 

'■ Todav. though he is cautious, his 
mind is made up: he will soon plunge 
into mainstream politics which to 
: him can he in no other political party 
; than the Congrcss(I). What about his 
: own group, the Bharatiya Congress 
I Party? How does he see his future? 

! Mr Antuiay bad to literally play 
bide-and-seek with his admirers, who '< 
came from almost every district of 
1 the state, in order to answer these 
1 queries. 


: Your ideas on politics and Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi seems to have 
changed in the last six months? 
What made you change? 

A: There are three or four factors 
that I have to explain in the context 
of my contesting the elections as a, 
Bharatiya Congress candidate. Tha^ 
! will answer your questions. For this Y 
have to tell you the sequence of 
events which made it imperative for 
, me to contest the elections. 

; The then Governor of Maharashtra 
; had given sanction to prosecute me 
and this was exploited by the opposi¬ 
tion to say that if Mr Antuiay was not 
corrupt then the Governor would not 
have given the sanction. Secondly, 
the Congress Parliamentary Board 
(CPB) had early last year taken a 
decision to amend the Prevention of 
Corruption Act only to sav that “no 
' complaint can be lodged in a court of 
; law against any public servant in- 
' eluding a chief minister and an MLA, 

I unless the offence is investigated by 
i the police, as in the case of every 
I other offence, and then the 
' chargesheet can be filed. Even in the 
. matter of a private complaint, tbii' 
j complainant should request the triaV 
judge to direct the police authorities 
! to make a full investigation after 
j which the report would be submitted 
I to the judge by the police and the 
I complainant would proceed with the 
complaint." Looking in retrospect 
was it not a fair amendment? It did 
not rule out a private complaint on 
the part of a private citizen. The 
private complainant would have the 
benefit of investigation at state ex- 
j pense with the state machinery and 
unlike in a government prosecution 
the complainant would have the be¬ 
nefit of his own decision to continue 
the prosecution and not withdraw it. 
Thirdly, maybe in a stare prosecu¬ 
tion, a case with clinching evidence 
can be withdrawn under various 
pressures and has in fact, been with¬ 
drawn (as in the case of George 
Fernandes and the Baroda Dynamite 
case). The private complainant is 
free to continue without any pres!j|( 
ure. This fair arhendment, wbicn 
would have been a proud piece of 
legislation in the Interest of enforc¬ 
ing l$iw and administrtition of justice. 


i -V.K, AtUulay: return to the Congresi. fold? 
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was opposed. As a result the decision 
of the CPB had to be rescinded. The 
matter did not end there. I had 
requested the then chief minister, 
Vasantdada Patil to bring such an 
amendment and he refused. More 
than two-thirds of the Congress legis¬ 
lators gave a notice to the legislative 
secretariat to move an amendment to 


the above effect. The opposition in 
connivance with Vasantdada Patil 
raised their voice against this legisla¬ 
tive right of private members to 
move any Bill they wanted. Vasant¬ 
dada Patil was too willing to declare 
that there would be a whip, as a 
result of which every member of the 
Congrcss(I) would have to vote 
against the Bill. 

In the face of all this, the only 
ff conclusion I reached was that the 
opposition, perhaps, without giving 
up its right to prosecute me without 
any investigation whatsoever, were 
dead against me because they be¬ 
lieved that I had developed a vested 
interest in the Pratisthans and did 
not want me to have anv influence in 


any of these institutions. Conse- 


I quently, I wrote to all opposition 
! leaders asking them to make every 
j conceivable suggestion in regard to 
I the constitution, composition and 
i activities of the trusts. That included 
i me quitting from all the Pratisthans 
I if it would satisfy them. None of them 
! acknowledged the letters. I re- 
j minded them, but there was no 
! effect. Thereafter I wrote to chief 
I minister Vasantdada Patil to move a 
I Bill for taking over the Pratisthans 
I on the lines of the Siddhi Vinayak 

i temple, which I, when I was chief 
minister, had taken over. Having 
found that even this voluntary offer 
was rejected, I moved a Bill as a 
private member to enable the gov¬ 
ernment to take over the Pratisthans 
as government trusts as it was done 
in the case of the Pandharpur temple 
(when Mr Antulay was law minister). 
The opposition in one voice opposed 
the Bill moved by me as a private 
member and called upon the govern¬ 
ment not to support the measure. I 
had no option but to withdraw the 
Bill for which I had given notice. 
Then I resigned as trustee from all 
the trusts. Today, I am not even an 
ordinary member. 

Against this background there 
were two alternatives left to me and 
no third, to clear myself of the 
charges of the so-called corrupt im¬ 
age (1 was supposed to have). I had to 
go to the people and get my name 
cleared and I had to fight the case in 
court,in two public prosecutions,to 
• prove my innocence. 

In the middle of the court cases, 
the elections were announced. In this 
context I had two options, either to 


I 


t 


I 
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remain in the Congress and fight shy 
of facing the people or get out of the 
Congress and contest the elections 
and prove to the world my standing 
among the people and my image in 
the eyes of the electorate who are 
sovereign. The dictates of my consci¬ 
ence prompted me to opt for the 
second, in consonance with my self- 
respect and dignity. Having chosen 
the latter,! am no fool not to foresee 
the consequences of contesting the 
elections as an independent, namely 
of being expelled from the Con- 
gress(I). 

Q: At that time you were upset 
with the Prime Minister whom you 
are praising today. 

A: In retrospect I do not blame 
Rajiv Gandhi for not having given 
me a ticket. The then chief minister ! 
paid my deposit and that of Y.B. 
Chavan, in the MPCC(I) as I had not 
applied for the ticket and conse¬ 
quently did not pay the deposit. At 
the state election committee meet¬ 
ing, in full view of everybody Dada 
took out cash from his pocket and 
paid the deposit to the then presi 
dent Prof. N.M. Kamble. But he could 
not make me sign the application for 
the ticket and he could not have 



1 did believe then and 1 
do believe now, that it 
was a trap by the then 
chief minister 
(Vasantdada Batil) and 
his henchmen to malign 
me and hold me to public 
ridicule by making 
defamatory statements 
in Delhi that the party 
would lose in the state if 
I 1 got a ticket 


signed for me. Till today there is no 
application by me on the records of 
the Congress of having asked for a 
ticket. To put the same thing dif¬ 
ferently, I was given the ticket with¬ 
out asking for it. I was given the 
ticket by the then chief ministei 
paying the deposit for me. Against 
the series of events you can appreci¬ 
ate my vexation after Vasantdada 
Paul had made a statement in Delhi 
that if Mr Antulay was given a ticket 
all seats would be lost to the Con¬ 
gress in Maharashtra. 

I did believe then and I do believe 
now, that it was a trap by the then 
chief minister and his henchmen to 
malign me and hold me to public 
ridicule by making defamatory state¬ 
ments in Delhi that the party would ] 
lose in the state if 1 got a ticket. What : 
I had expected then was the in 
tervention of the Prime Minister. 

Q: Why did you expect Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi to intervene on your behalf? 

A. Unfoitunately he could not find 
time to meet me though I waited for 
three days. I could have explained to 
I him the facts I told you and which he 
I was unaware of. Knowing me as he 
does, namely as a person unlike Dada j 
who is a fair-weather friend, he j 
should have found five minutes from 1 
his extremely busy schedule to see ! 
me since I had to fight Dada, Y.B. ' 
Chavan and Sharad Pawar, only be¬ 
cause I had opposed them and sided 
with Indira Gandhi during the days 
when these and many others like 
them left her in the lurch though 
they had basked in the glory of her 
power. 

My seniority in the party as a 
Congressman demanded better treat- 1 
ment, at that time, than was meted { 
out to me, namely before the j 
announcement of the first batch of ^ 
nominees of the Congress(I) in j 
Maharashtra, from which my name 
was missing I should have been 
called and told that as in the Rajya 
Sabha elections, we do not want to 
give you a ticket for certain reasons. 
He sfiould not have left me to read 
about It in the newspapers. This is 
the minimum courtesy I expected 
from my own leader for whom my 
lovalty was never in question. The 
cumulative effect of all this was 
taking undue advantage of the Prime 
Minister who was hard pressed for 
tune, immediately in the wake of the 
cruel a.ssassination of Mrs Gandhi 
and who was confronted with numer- : 
ous national and international prob- ! 
lems, and the formidable task of | 
successfully conducting national 
elections. The then chief minister, 
Dada, and some of his friends in 
Delhi did mi.sinform and poison the 
Prime Minister’s mind about my 
I stand on the issue of going before the 
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people in order to get their verdict 
which would resultantly benefit the 
image of both the party and the 
Prime Minister himself. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the Prime Minister’s busy 
schedule was taken full advantage of 
by my detractors within the party 
and opponents without. Even so, it is 
my belief that the Prime Minister did 
want to give me a fair deal. Unfortu¬ 
nately, facts were not allowed to 
reach his ears. If he was not well- 
disposed to me personally he would 
not have felt compelled to make a 
public statement extending to me 
full support on behalf of the party in 
fighting the court cases then pending 
against me, and let me assure you 
that he was as good as his word. 

A: If the Prime Minister supported 
V you in your court case how is it 
that ShaJini Patil deposed as witness 
against you and Dada worked against 
you? 

A: Indeed that proves my point 
that unfortunately Dada had suc¬ 
ceeded in bringing some evil influ¬ 
ence on Rajiv Gandhi by keeping 
him in the dark about the real facts 
and painting a gloomy picture of my 
personality and activities and a rosy 
picture about his “loyalty, dedication 
and devotion and selfless service” to 
him and the party. There have been 
many. I have quoted only the most 
relevant. I was the only person then 
exposing Dada Today, the whole 
world knows him and I am happy my 
stand has been fully vindicated. So 
far as my knowledge goes, the Prime 
Minister himself has been badly let 
down by Dada who betrayed his 
confidence and Rajiv Gandhi has 
been constrained to ask for scrutiny 
of many of the papers of the in¬ 
numerable shady deals from Sangli 
to Dharavi. 

In conclusion,! would say that I 
have fought cases and fought elec¬ 
tions. I have done so not because of 
the opposition but inspite of them. 
For all practical purposes, they are 
treating me as a Congressman and 
have never reconciled to the idea 
that I contested against both of them. 
In my humble opinion I have proved 
my point and my political and admi¬ 
nistrative actions stand fully vindi¬ 
cated both in the people’s forum as 
well as by the judicial tribunal. 
When the question was put recently 
to me as to whether I would join the 
Con^ess(I), did they expect me to 
say that I would be permitting myself 
to live a political life on the mercies 
of the opposition parties who have 
put their last drop of energies into 
destroying me socially, politically 
and personally? Did they expect that 
like many leaders of the opposition I 
would 1(^ at the achievements of 


Rajiv Gandhi with jaundiced eyes? If 
that was their expectation it. is 
wrong. Some people are trying by all 
means to create a situation, having 
almost failed in their efforts at litiga¬ 
tion, in which I am politically iso¬ 
lated so that I am rendered ineffec¬ 
tive as far as the people whom I have 
the honest desire to serve are con¬ 
cerned. I am glad that I owe nothing 
to any opposition party or leader and 
my conscience is clear. 1 am equally 
proud that I owe everything to the 
Congress of which I have been a 
humble worker all my life. 

You can say, to use a rural simile, 
that -what I did at the fag end of 
November and December last year, 
was to organise a separate kitchen 
under the same roof and in the same 
house. If was only to get over a 
period of misunderstanding, so that 
one did not have to say that the 
prodigal had returned. 

I am already home. I’ve always 
regarded myseif as a Congressman 
and am proud to hold myself out as a 
Congressman of the Nehru brand. 
That is precisely why, even after 
Nehru was no more I sided with 
Indiraji and not with Yashwantraoji. 
It was 1, who was the first chief 
minister to publicly invite Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi to take part in political activity 



I should have been 
called and told that as in 
the Rajya Sahha 
elections, we do not 
want to give you a ticket 
for certain reasons. He 
(Rajiv GandM) should 
not have left me to read 
about it in the 
newspapers. This is the 
minimum courtesy 1 
expected 


after Sanjayji’s tragic demitw Wkl it 
was I again who requested hittr|itMr8o- 
nally to contest from Amethi seUdh 
was rendered vacant after Saujay 
Gandhi’s death. I could not have 
been conceivably opposed to Rajiv 
Gandhi petMnildly. The dispute Was 
with Dada, chief minister, dnd 
after his unceremonious exit differ¬ 
ences as far as I am concerned have 
ceased. 

Q; But Dada and his friends in 
Delhi are still around. Don’t you 
think there will be opposition to your 
rejoining mainstream politics, which 
you say can only be done through the 
Congress(I)? 

A: 1 did say that Dada, with the 
help of friends in Delhi, did do a lot 
of harm to me, both politically and in 
matters of criminal litigation. But 1 ' 
never said those friends are mem¬ 
bers of the high command Indeed I 
have complained against no mem¬ 
bers of the high command. If these 
friends were members of the high 
command then whatever was done 
against me would have looked per¬ 
fectly ethical, politically and moral 
ly. But precisely my grievance is that 
they are not genuine Congressmen of 
any consequence, but hangers-on 
that are to be found around the seat 
of power, irrespective of who the 
occupant is. 

Q: How can inconsequential per¬ 
sons affect and influence the high 
command against you? 

A' These people of no consequence 
become effective because they are 
used as weapons by powerful persons 
of a powerful state. As you know 
poison can be used both as an agent. 
of destruction and also construction' 
depending upon who is using it, a 
physician or a psychopath. 

Q: Do you think the Prime Minister 
is not aware of these people? 

A: With his robust common sense, 
which he has brought in looking at 
every problem confronting the na¬ 
tion and every matter concerning the 
organisation, the Prime Minister has 
certainly, by now, come to know 
who’s who of the Congress and the 
country. 

Q; Are you planning to meet Rajiv 
Gandhi? 

A: I have a few matters on my 
agenda, as a citizen and a politick 
worker of 41 years standing, to dis¬ 
cuss with him. But today in the midst 
of the situation that he's facing, 
which goes to the roots of national 
integration and unity of the country, 

I do not think that the matters I 
want to discuss can wait for some mo¬ 
re time, although I have to express my i 
considered views on these major 
problems also. 

htten i aped hy Olga TWHs, Mntey 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


WiR the Akafis be 
_AHowed to Win? 

Despite the Congress(I) putting up weak candidates against the Akali Dal, the 25 
September polls will be no cakewalk in view of the terrorists’ threat 

P eace has not returned to Pun- 
jab and the scars of the years 
of violence have not healed 
fully. The sound of gunfire can 
still be heard and bloodshed con¬ 
tinues. The terrorists, though their 
ranks have been depleted, are still 
active. Today, they are no longer 
indiscriminate- they are picking and 
choosing their victims with care 
While they are detemuned not to let 
law and order come back to Punjab, 
the people are determined to go to 
polls. At stake are not only the 117 
Assembly seats and the 13 Lok Sabha 
^ats but also the government’s abil¬ 
ity to bring back peace and prosper¬ 
ity to the state 

The important political parties in 
the state, the Akali Dal (L) and the 
Congress(l), have already begun 
their preparations for the 25 Septem¬ 
ber polls. While the pre-poll atmos¬ 
phere remains subdued, the charac¬ 
teristic horse-trading before paity 
lists are announced have been in¬ 
tense. This was especially apparent 
in the case of the Akali Dal (Longow- 
al). The infighung which began soon 
after Sant Longowal’s death, con¬ 
tinued nil the names of the party’s 
candidates were announced on the 
day of the bhog ceremony of Sant 
Longowal on 1 September And, 
when the dust raised by the intra- 
party struggle far supremacy finally 
settled, it was clear that the group 
comprising Surjit Singh Bamala, the 
acting president of the Akhli Dal, 

Balwant Singh, Capt. Amrinder 
Singh, the former mahgraja of 
Patial^ Ravi Inder Singh a^d their 
supporters had emerged' as the 
strongest bloc with ar^vnd 50 
nominations. The other group led by 
Prakash Singh Badal succeeded in 
getting about 20 tickets while 15 
seats were left for the pro-Gurcharan 
Singh Tohra lobby in the Akali Dal. 

Nine seats were left for the Janata 
Party to contest. The rest were given 
to independents. 

Peiiiaps, one of the Akali Dal lead¬ 
ers who has suffered most due to the j 
inflating is Prakash Singh Badal, i 

former chief minister of Punjab. Olie A black dnngaree-ctad commando keeps vigil oatsWe tbe room where a dosed dnw 
Of ^ shrewdest of the senior Ak^li meeting was held between Governor Aijun Singh and8.S Bamala at Longowal vUlage 
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leaders, Badal has been left to fend 
for himself. In the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly elections, he faces a strong Con- 
gress(I) nominee, Jagmeet Singh 
Brar, in the Giddarbaha constituency 
while other Akali Dal leaders are 
pitted against comparative light¬ 
weights. Today, Badal is apprehen¬ 
sive that certain sections in the Akali 
Dal may try to put their weight 
behind Jagmeet Singh Brar. To add 
to the dissension in the party, a 
number of prominent Akali Dal(L) 
leaders who were close to Longowal 
have been denied tickets. Among 
them are Surjan Singh Thekedar, 
Jiwan Singh Umaranangal, Jathedar 
Tota Sin^, Gurnam Singh “Tir," 
Gurdarshan Singh Grewal and Man- 
jit Singh Khaira.Interestingly,the 
Akali Dal has maintained its tradi¬ 
tion of giving a ticket to the chauf¬ 
feur of a senior leader. This time 
Longowal’s chauffeur, Gobind Singh 
Kanjala, has been nominated by the 
party to c ontest from Sherpur in 
Sanerur district. 

Punjab polls will find the 
Congress(I) in a difficult position. 
While it cannot go out of its way to 
seek a direct confrontation with the 
Akalis, it has also the task of retain¬ 
ing its position in the state. Today, 
the Congress(I) in its efforts to en¬ 
sure ^t the accord with the Akalis 


is implemented, according to Punjab- 
watchers, has virtually decided to 
give a walk-over to the Akali Dal. But 
senior Congress(I) leaders have de¬ 
cided to conduct a low-key political 
campaign and have vehemently de¬ 
nied that their party has taken such a 
stand. Kamlapati Tripathi, the par¬ 
ty’s working president, has claimed 
that the Congress(l) has no intention 
of letting the Akalis win majority. In 
fact, he was hopeful of his party’s 
return to power. The AlCCfl) general 
secretary, Shrikant Verma, was even 
more emphatic. “The polling booth,” 
he said, “is hardly the place for a 
political party to commit hara-kiri.” 


B ut despite such stout denials there 
are lingering doubts about 
whether the Congress(I) is putting its 
best foot forward. Of the 117 persons 
who have been given party tickets, 
there are 80 new faces comprising 
youngsters, women and unknown 
personalities. The Congress(I) has 
put up lightweights against senior 
Akali leaders. Till the Congress(I) 
list was announced,few people in the 
state or even in the party had heard 
of Hardip Kumar Goel who 
is contesting against S.S. Barnala. 
Neither had anyone heard of Sudesh 
Kiunar Sharma or Brij Bhupinder 


Singh. While Sudesh Kumar has been 
pitted against Ravi Inder Singh at 
Morinda, Brij Bhupinder Singh has 
been put up against Balwant Singh at 
Lohian. Among other leaders, whose 
nominees have been disregarded are 
President Zail Singh and Darbara 
Singh. Santokh Singh Randhawa, for¬ 
mer president of the Punjab Pradesh 
Congress Committee(I), has been de¬ 
nied a ticket mainly because of his 
alleged links with terrorists. Senior 
party leader Harcharan Singh Brar 
has also been denied a nomination 
though his wife and daughter have 
been allotted tickets. 

So strong has been the resentment 
over the allotment of tickets in the 
Congress(I), that Gurdial Singh Saini 
who has subsequently resigned from 
the party, organised a procession of 
his supporters. In fact, he even tried 
to prevent Lt Gen. Rajinder Singh 
Sparrow (Retd) from filing his 
nomination papers. Saini went to the 
extent of making a derogatory 
speech accusing the Congress(I) (rf 
not giving him a ticket even though 
he had been a terrorist’s victim. 

The Congress(I j had denied tickets 
to Basant Singh, nephew of Zall 
Singh and Ram Singh political 
secret^ of Zail Singh. In the Dar¬ 
bara Singh camp apart from Santok 
Singh Randhawa, Harcharan Sini|h 
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special RliF*()RT 


The Long TraH of Blood 


9 September 1981: Lala Jagat Na> 
rain, editor-in-chief of Hind 
Samachar publications, is assassin¬ 
ated. 

15 April 1983: Deputy inspector 
general of police A.S. Atwal is 
shot dead just outside the main gate 
of Golden Temple. 

14 October 1983: Explosions in cine¬ 
ma houses in Delhi and at a railway 
station kill five persons. 

21 October 1983: Seventeen persons 
are killed when the Jammu Tatvi- 
Calcutta express train is derailed by 
extremists near Ludhiana. 

20 February 1984: Sumeet Singh, 
editor of Preec Lari, a Punjabi 
weekly, is shot dead by extremists. 
28 Mardi 1984: The president of the 



Saat Longowat 




Arjun Das 

Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management 
Committee, Harbans Singh Man- 
chanda, is killed in New Delhi. 

2 April 1984; Harbans Lai Khanna, a, 
former Punjab MLA and BJP leader 
is murdered in Chandigarh. 

3 April 1984: Prof. V.N. Tiwari, MP is 
shot dead by Sikh extremists in 
Chandigarh. 

IS April 1984: More than 35 railway 
stations set on fire in Punjab. 

12 May 1984: Romesh Chander, chief 
editor of Hind Samachar publica¬ 
tions and son of the late I.ala Jagat 
Narain.is killed in Jalandhar. 

31 October 1984: Prime Minister In¬ 
dira Gandhi is assassinated by her 
Sikh bodyguards in New Delhi. 

24 March 1985: K.L. Manchanda, 
general secretary of the BJP’s Chan¬ 
digarh unit,is murdered. 

19 April 1985: Mr Raghunandan Lai 
Bhatia, AICC general secretary is 
shot at and wounded in Amritsar. 
10 May 1985: The Punjab Lok Dal 
president, Balbir Singh is shot dead 
in Hoshiarpur. 

10 and 11 May 1985: Nearly 100 
persons are killed in different parts 
of. northern India by boobv trapped 
transistors. 

23 June 1985: Altogether 329 persons 



Sumeet Singh 



Jndilia .^Gandhi lying la state 


LaiitMaken 


travelling in Kanishka, the Air India 
Jumbo, are killed as :he plane 
pashes into the sea. A bomb planted 
in the aircraft by Sikhs Is believed to 
have caused the crash. 

31 July 1985: Congress(I> MP and 
trade union leader Lalit Maken, his 
wife Gitanjali and a Congress work¬ 
er, Balkishen Khanna, shot dead at 
the Maken’s Kirti Nagar residence^ 
20 August 1985: Akali Dal president, 
Sant Harchand Singh Longowal, is 
shot dead in a gurdwara near San- 
grur. 

4 September 1985: Arjun Das, a 
Congress(I) metropolitan councillor 
and a dose associate of the late 
Sanjay Gandhi, is shot dead outside 
his shop in Laxmibai Nagtu'. 
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EXPERIENCE 


4 days and 3 nights, of luxury for onty Rs. 1,234/ 



Srinagar...tfuly a paradise on earth. 
And in this enchanted valley, 
nestling in the foothills of the 
Himalayas and overlooking the 
picturesque Dal Lake, the former 
royal palace of the Maharajas of 
Kashmir awaits your pleasure 
Today, the Oberoi Palace still retains 
the grandeur of another era, in its 
splendour and gracious living 
combined with modern luxuries and 
comforts. Spacious, elegant interiors, 
chandeliers, wood panelling and 
magnificent carpets recreate a royal 
lifestyle. 

Fountains play on the hotel s 20 
acres of lartdscaped lawns and 
flowers bloom in colourful profusion 
in these terraced gardens that have a 
breathtaking view of the beautiful Dal 
Lake and the valley beyond. An 
idyllic retreat for holiday-makers and 
honeymooners alike, the Oberoi 
Palace offers you a royal expenence 
like nowhere else in Kashmir 


A PRINCELY PACKAGE* 

Look at how much you get for only 
Rs. 1,234 per person sharing a 
double-room (or Rs 1,800 for single¬ 
occupancy) ; 

* Airport-hotel airport transfers. 

* Morning tea. full breakfast, lunch or 
dinner every day. 



* A grand half-day visit to the 
beautiful Mughal Gartfens. 

• A leisurely shikdra nde on Dal 





UiaoC' 

Srinagar, Kashmir 



* Free fixed‘time shuttle-service to 
the heart of the city, 

* A one-day membership of the Golf 
Club. 

* Accommodation for two children 
up to 12 years in your room 
without e^ra bed. 

* Conference room at no extra cost. 

...AND ALL THE EXTRAS 

Among other recreational facilities, 
children will tove to frolic in safety at 
the children’s park in the hotel 
grounds. And « « 
relish the 
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budget 
meals 
prepared 
for thdm. 
Also, if 



you want a third person tb share 
your room and ail the fun of the 
package, It will cost just an extra 
Rs. 1 ,(300. Rus : visits to Gutmarg 
and Pahalgam can be arranged at 
reasonable rates. 


For rweivjoons. contact your nearest Ot>erol Instant Reservations Office, Travel House or a bona-fide travel agent - BOMBAY OBEROI aroaUt ' 
TRAVEL HOUSE 230547 AHMEDABAO OBEROI 26037 oaHI OBEROI 699S7I TRAVEL HOUSE 351130, MUNAOAR OBERO^aai '- 

<»IJCtrTTA OBEROI 230181 MADRAS OBEROI 478156 TRAVEL HOUSE 473347 BAMQAUMtt OBEROI 53444 TRAVEL HOU^ ^i»-t 
AOWA TRAVEL HOUSE 64701 HVtgRABAD TRAVEL HOUSE 222216 JABXIR TRAVEL HOUSE 7877). 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Ajnala, Birpal Singh and Bhagwan 
Das have not been given tickets 
Darbara Singh’s favourites like 
Chaudhary Darshan Singh and Ram 
Lai Chitti too have been excluded 
from the list for the first time m the 
last two decades The Congress(I) 
and the Akahs are contesting the 
election without their familiar part 
nets—the CPI and the CPl(M) re 
spectively The left is contesting un 
itedly for a change At least 15 Con 
gress and Akali Dal rebels are also in 
the fray apart from the BJP 

The faction of the Akali Dal led by 
militant leader J S Talwandi has 
however, been caught on the wrong 
foot Till Baba Joginder Singh the 
“United” Akali Dal chief announced 
his decision to boycott the elections, 
his followers had expected to take 
part in the polls The Talwandi fac 
non had even asked the members of 
the Dam Dama Taksal (an organisa 
tion Bhmdranwale belonged to) for 
their help and released its list of 
candidates after a meeting of its 
five-member board in Ludhiana But 
on 4 September, the party convenor 
Randhir Singh Cheema suddenly 
announced the party’s decision to 
boycott the polls Leaders of the 
Talwandi faction are afraid that if 
they break ranks with “United” Aka 
It Dal and take part in the elections, 
they and not the Akali Dal(L) candi 
dates will be the mam targets of the 
terrorists 

While the political parties are 
gearing up for the polls, a fresh wave 
of violence and an increase in the 
activities of the terrorists has 
brought in an element of instability 
in the state The state administia 
tion, however, has been able to hand 
le the situation so far But a lot is at 
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stake, because a breakdown in the 
poll machinery would mean a victory 
for the terrorists In fact the vio 
lence has already claimid half a 
do^en lives On 1 Sepicmbei, the 
terrorists struck at six different 
places in the state 
Acioidmg to intelligence sources, 
the tenonsts are likely to step up 
their activities even further Ihetr 
aim to stop the elections The gov 
ernment on its pan, has provided 
more than 80,000 seem itv men for 
the elections The Llettion Commis 
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geket-Mckera at the Akali DidfL) ofnee at Longowal village 


I Sion has advised candidates to res 
I trict their public appealances It has 
I also suggested that each candidate is 
given the oppoitunitv to appear on 
I television and speak on the radio in 
order to avoid exposure as much as 
I possible 

The Akah Dal acting chief Surjit 
Singh Bainala adopted a unique 
technique while distributing party 
tickets All aspirants weie made to 
I sign a document supporting the 
' “Punjab accord ” Even ciitics of the 
accord like Prakash Singh Badal 
were left with no choice but to sign it 
The Akali Dal (L) was approached by 
a number of United Akali Dal mem 
bers foi tickets But the Akah Dal (L) 
was more keen on a merger Obser 
vers feel that including defectors 
would have proved fa*al for the Akah 
Dai 

Besides the 80 000 security person 
nel, a 40,000 strong force will be 
rushed to Punjab to maintain law 
and order The Punjab government 
has also decided to raise a 16,000 
strong home guards force In the 
meantime the number of preventive 
arrests has risen to 575 Altogethei 
12,704 polling stations are to be set 
up and over six lakh secuntymen will 
be on duty The state government has 
ordered all policemen except those 
doing intelligence work to wear uni 
forms all the time even if they are off 
duty 

jnta SHtmrm, Clumdigmii 
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CONVERSATION 


"Sri Unka Plans a 
de of Tamils” 


Why do you think the Indian 
m mieovernment droned you? 
sAA: No reason was givan to me 
VP'when I was deported. I asked 
th^hief immigratian officer in Mad¬ 
ras whether there were any reasons 
for my deportation. He said the gov¬ 
ernment need not give any reason. 
But when I was in the Unit^ States, 
Mr Bajpai made a remark that I 
was a “thorn in the flesh” in the 
Thimphu negotiations. Also, the sug¬ 
gestion that 1 could be cut of India 
for a period of about six wetrica—later 
he checked back iKrhIi DeUd and said 
two month»-^d riien ctnae back to 
India indicates that they felt they 
should get rid of some of the persons 
who took a hardline on the Eelam 
demand. My only conclusion is that 
they don’t want obstacles when they 
are going to put through whatever 
proposal they arrive at with the Sri 
Lanka government. 

Q: / understand that you were 
opposed to both the ceasefire add the 
Thimphu talks* 

A: That is corrects.Fhst vre felttha* 
the cease-fire at this particular mo¬ 
ment was going to be a great advan¬ 
tage to the Sri Lanka government 
and a disadvantage to the Tamil side. 
As far as the military part of the 
cease-fire is concerned I am not com¬ 
petent to comment, but I may say 
that the militahts had reorga¬ 
nised themselves itito a miit^ front* 
the four acth/^. meiUFS ..l^at have 
formed the ENUr- awi ^ere 
beconting much more enective. If 
they had kept up that pate they 
would have made tremendous prog¬ 
ress and the fabric of Sri Lankan 
society would have collapsed. There¬ 
fore the cease-fire cable at the wrong 
time. The Sri l^tdcah j^vctriu^ at 
the time Was ed meet the 

military pdishiti by. the 
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The second and important aspect 
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Charntratiasan: India has done a lot 

was that we noticed that the Sri 
Lanka government was getting a lot 
of rnoney from the wesieia countries. 
There were many hurnan rights activ¬ 
ists all over the world who felt that 
the human rights situation in Sn 
Lanka was one of the worst in the 
world and that they should do some¬ 
thing to save it. Jayewardene wanted 
to push in the cease-fire before the 
Aid Consortium met in Hari.s on 24 
June. The couritne.s that pledge aid 
demand certain conditions like 
peace and stability before they give 
aid. Jayewardene was very keen to 
have the cease-fire accord in hand so 
that he could claim peace and stabil¬ 
ity in Sri Lanka and thereby succeed 
in.gettiiig aid. Human rights activi.sts 
like us were trying to block this aid. 
Jayewardene has done this . many 
times. When some aid was to be 
p^dged for the Mahaweli project 
development, he started on the' de¬ 
velopment council proposals. Afger 


he got the aid commitments he saw to 
it that the development councils did 
not work. I was quite convinced by 
my past experiences with Jayewar¬ 
dene that he would cheat us on this 
score. If the cease-fire was 
announced it would be the end of our 
attempts to persuade the aid-giving 
countries to stop giving aid. 

As far as the Thimphu talks arc 
concerned, we have had so many 
opportunities to talk to Jayewardene 
and try to settle this problem. 1 
believe that the process of negotia¬ 
tions needs a lot of give and take but 
the basic principle is that the person 
must be interested in settling the 
problem. Jayewardene doesn’t want 
to resolve the problem. He will use it 
(negotiations) as a means to take 
advantage and continue with whatev¬ 
er he wants to do. Jayewardene so far 
has had so many opportunities to talk 
to the Tamils. I think he needn’t even 
talk to the Tamils because he knows 
exactly what the Tamils want. And 
he also knows the extent to which the 
average Sinhalese will be willing to 
go (not the extremists). India can 
take the horse to the river but can’t 
make it drink. So the process of 
negotiations will not be of any use 
but will only allow Jayewardene tc 
gain time. The Jayewardene govern¬ 
ment was not ready to meet the 
military challenge of the four united 
groups. He was taken aback when 
they got together. His qelcula^oia 
was that they would nevir unitbi 

Q: Weren’t you unhappy that the 
Indian government did not consult 
the militants regarding the cease~fire 
accord? 

A: 1 was unhappy that the militants 
had not been consulted on the cease¬ 
fire because in that process the gov- 
ernihetit of India would have b^ 
able to get suffidem mforeuirion and 
material to work out a ceasefire 
which woqld have been lasting or 


Jayewardene df^Ea’l want to resolve the prolilem»,.ln<!la can take this 
the M caa%;niaike it drink. So the process (^ negt^tions will 

2 Will oidy allow Jayewardene to gain H&w 
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CONVERSATION 


which wvuld have been effective. 
Take the example of the regulation 
by which dead bodies can be dis¬ 
persed without an inquest. This was 
announced in June 1983. When it was 
announced, Mrs Gandhi took the ex¬ 
treme step of expressing concern and 
this resulted in the Jayewardene 
government unleashing violence 
even against the Indian embassy 
staff in July 1983. Despite all that, 
Mrs Gandhi maintained that a geno¬ 
cide of Tamils was going on in Sri 
Lanka. The legalisation of this geno¬ 
cide was the regulation permitting 
the disposal of dead bodies without 
inquest. Even this provision has not 
been removed before the cease-fire 
was agreed upon. This is only one 
example. There are so many other 
problems—if that provision was re¬ 
moved and the old law which re¬ 
quired an inquiry before a body 
could be disposed was restored then 
these killings, which finally broke 
the talks, would never have taken 
place. So in other words it is the 
government of India,or its agencies 
that worked out this cease-fire who 
didn’t do their initial homework. The 
talks finally broke down because 
they didn’t do theii homework. They 
didn’t obtain the proper conditions 
that could ensure the effectiveness 
of the cease-fire, because they didn’t 
consult the necessary people and 
because it was imposed upon them. 

Now they (Indian agencies) are 
trying to take it out on the militants 
this is actually what has hap¬ 
pened. Even the telescoping of this 
whole process has been a 
tremendous disadvantage. After 
phase one of Thimphu, the militants 
and government authorities were to 
meet and supervise the ceasefire to 
see the way it was working. So if the 
first meeting was only about the 
supervision of the cease-fire they 
would have realised that the troops 
had gone into the barracks in the 
northern peninsula but in the other 
areas they were not in the barracks. 
There were so many steps that the 
government of Sri Lanka was taking 
that indicated that they were now 
getting ready for another cease-fire. 
At that point of time these cease-fire 
violations would have come up for 
discussion and the government of 
India would have immediately 
brought the situation under control 
and prevented this massacre. 


Perhaps in their (India’s) anxiety to 
rush through this they telescoped 
everything and started talking about 
the proposals. In order to get the 
militants to agree to adopt the new 
strategy, they had to twist their arms. 
And so the militants are now inac¬ 
cessible. And, on the other hand the 
Sri Lanka government was 
tremendously encouraged and were 
sticking on obstinately to a position 
that even the government of India 




could not justify. 

Q; You don’t have any faith in 
negotiations with Jayewardene. In 
the circumstances what do you con¬ 
sider India’s role to be? 

A: Yes, I am convinced that a 
negotiated settlement with Jayewar¬ 
dene is not possible. But we are 
confronted with a situation where 
the government of India is working 
on an initiative. And once the PM of 
India has started working on this we 
owe him a duty to see how best we 
can help in the process. It is not that 
we believe in it but then our views 
may be wrong and if we can talk and 
settle the matter that would perhaps 
be better. It also has another advan¬ 
tage in that if government of India 
finds that Jayewardene is intransi¬ 
gent and unreasonable, certainly the 
government of India has to see what 
the alternatives are because this 
problem cannot go on. 1 don’t think 
India would want to have Ceylon 
which is on its southern flank, des¬ 


tabilised. Even if this negotiating 
process brings forth the benefit of a 
cessation of violence and ensures the 
protection of innocent civilians from 
the attacks by the armed forces of Sri 
Lanka that wiU be an advantage. 
Beyond this I don’t expect the pro¬ 
cess to achieve much — but even this 
achievement is pretty good. 

Q: Do you think the deportation 
was meant to serve as a warning to 
the Tamil militants? 


A; It is a warning. The message is 
that they don’t want us to be firm in 
our convictions. The message is that 
we are refugees here and we have to 
be amenable to persuasion. 

Q: After this incident do you hon¬ 
estly believe that relations between 
the Tamil militants and the govern- 
ment of India can be restored to an 
even keel? 

A; Yes I do believe that. We are the 
persons who have been affected. And 
we cannot for a moment forget that 
so much has been done for us by the 
government of India. This is some¬ 
thing very personal as far as we are 
concerned. We are clear that none of 
us there will change oui views be¬ 
cause of the deportation. So once it is 
revoked we will go ahead as if it 
never happened. In the process they 
have stimulated the sentiments of 
the people of Tamil Nadu, why even 
the whole country, to show a solidar¬ 
ity with the Eelam Tamils. Though 
the whole of India may nut agree 
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with our right to self-determination 
and need for a separate state, yet 
they feel that we are the oppressed. 

Q; After this incident do you think 
the Tamils can speak fearlessly on 
Indian soil? 

A: My view is that they are entitled 
to express themselves freely and 
they should. But I do notice that 
there are great apprehensions about 
the possibility of them being haras¬ 
sed. You see what happens is that 
when the government of India is 
aware of the arm-twisting and does 
nothing to stop it, then every police¬ 
man on the street can misbehave 
because he thinks he can get away 
with it. 1 think in the process they are 
suppressing the free expression of 
the views of the Eelam Tamils. That 
damage has been done. I think the 
government must do something to 
rectify this damage. 

Q: Do the Tamils experience a 
crisis of confidence regarding 
Romesh Bhandari? 

A: Yes, they do and this is because 
of a number of things, especially the 
statements he had made as to what 
the Tamils can expect. He has in a 
parrot-like manner repeated what 
the Jayewardene government is will¬ 
ing to give. When he says that the 
Tamils can’t expect anything more 
and repeats to the Tamils the argu¬ 
ments the Jayewardene government 
unreasonably puts forward, it makes 
the Tantils feel that he is partisan. 
He may not actually be partisan but 
he gives the impression of being 
partisan. Also when he goes to Col¬ 
ombo and uses the facilities made 
available by Jayewardene who repre¬ 
sents one of the warring groups in 
the ethnic conflict, it creates certain 
misgivings among the Tamils. 
Whenever G. Parthasarathy went to 
Colombo he would strictly use the 
facilities of only the Indian govern¬ 
ment. 

• Q; What do you have to say about 
Bhandari’s confrontation with 
Satyendra? 

A-: That was unfortunate. Being an 
experienced person he should have 
realised that the problem was that 
the cease-fire was not working. In¬ 
stead of pressurising Tamil groups he 
should have gone into the cause of 
the break in talks ana rectified that. 
Moreover, Jayewardene had given 
an undertaking to Mr Gandhi that he 
would provide sufficient autonomy 
to the Tamils. The proposals which 
were put forward at Thimphu are an 


insult to Mr Gandhi who started the 
proces' of negotiations on the basis 
of Jayewardene’s assurances. 

Q: Do you think one of the prob¬ 
lems is Mr Bhandari’s inadequate 
knowledge of the complexities of the 
ethnic crisis? 

A: Yes. I do think so because the 
reports we have had indicate that his 
exposure to the Tamil problem is 
insufficient and he is also taking an 
approach that prevents him from 
looking into the past records. This 
‘new’ approach is, I feel, inappropri¬ 
ate in these circumstances. 

Q: Both you and Balasingbam have 
sent letters to the PM reaffirming 
your faith in him. Has this been 
contrived by the Indian government 
as a sort of a face-saving gimmick? 


encouraged as a result of the de¬ 
portation orders. Various people 
there were gloating over the issue. It 
only convinced us that the unfortun¬ 
ate incident had reaffirmed Sri Lank¬ 
a’s confidence in the genocidal des¬ 
truction of Tamils and that perhaps 
they could do it with India’s bles¬ 
sings. 

"Why IS it that most of the other 
■ Tamil groups distrust you and go 
to the extent of calling you a CIA 
agent in their ranks? 

A: Some in the militant groups are 
engaged in a whisper campaign 
against me. Nobody has so far con¬ 
fronted me and sought a clarification 
for any of my activities. The Sri 
Lanka government has called me 





A: I was not asked to give any 
letters. I did it on my own initiative. 
It was done to soften the impact of 
the whole thing and the Indian gov¬ 
ernment is not to be blamed for it. 
We realise that and we don’t want 
this to be an impediment. We should 
not allow a gap to develop between 
the Tamils and Mr Gandhi. 1 would 
have said the same thing even if he 
had sent me to the torturers in Sri 
Lanka. 

Q: Were you also keen to avert any 
sort of confrontation with India be¬ 
cause it would have been exploited 
by Sri Lanka ? 

A; Yes that is true. The Sri Lankan 
government had been tremendously 


publicly a KGB agent and sometimes 
an agent of the Indian intelligence 
agencies. I am totally against a Marx¬ 
ist set-up being imposed on Eelam. 
There are also some ultra Marxists or 
Marxist-Leninists who without any 
mass support are trying to push 
through their beliefs in the national 
liberation movement. I have always 
believed that Eelam has to be a 
democratic state. We don’t want a- 
Marxist Jayewardene in Eelam. 
These whisper campaigns are 
directed against people who will 
! stand up against them and whom 
I they cannot trample in a democratic 
I set-up. As for the moderates (TULF) 

I it is not a question of hostility. 1 have 
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never sought power, in fact, 1 have 
avoided it. But the moderates real's? 
that I am a potential threat 

with mass backing, 1 have done all I 
can to assure them that I don’t intend 
to compete with them—my interest is 
human right:> not politics. 1 have also 
differed with them on our stance 
vis-a vis the militants a few years 
ago. At one of the meetings in Ceylon 
I criticised Mr Amirthalingam for 
condemning the acts of the militants 
because they are also struggling for 
the same cau.se. We believed in one 
method and they believed in 
another. Both can exist. 1 believed 
that the militants had a role to play 
and I have been justified. I made 
statements at the US conference that 
we cannot continue this struggle 


to such an extent that India cannot 
prevent it in any other way than by 
military intervention. When the 
situation reaches a point where the 
militants can take control of the 
territory we would expect India to 
recognise us. That would take us a 
long way in getting world recogni¬ 
tion What 1 feel is that if there is 
finally a military intervention by 
India, the legal formation of the state 
of Eelam can be handled by the 
matter being handed over to the 
United Nations which can be re¬ 
quested to hold a plebiscite among 
the Tamil people whether they want 
to exercise their right to self- 
determination and exist as a sepa¬ 
rate entity. Such a process will give 
legitimacy to the state of Eelam. 
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Chandrahasan with TULF chief M. Sivastthanparam 


from within Ceylon alone. The ex¬ 
patriate community has to be the 
sheet anchor of our struggle and our 
real fighting forces are not going to 
‘ be the moderates but the militants. I 
|elt it was our duty to back these two 
'forces. 

Q: What would you expect India's 
role to be in your goal for Eelam? 

A: My view is that India is justified 
in continuing to champion the cause 
of the oppressed. It should condemn, 
violations of human rights. Apart 
from that I don’t feel they need to 
intervene directly in the affairs of Sri 
Lanka unless there is going to be a 
general massacre or if the process of 
the annihilation of Tamils continues 


I do expect at some stage, possibly 
very soon, that the Sri Lankan gov¬ 
ernment would set tn motion a geno- 
cidal attack on the plantation Tamils 
of Indian origin. During the last two 
months for the first time there have 
been many arrests in the planta¬ 
tions—the type of arrests that are 
being made in the north and east. 
This is certainly going to result in 
greater militant activity in the region 
on the Tamils' side. I have been 
informed of a plan by the Sri Lanka 
government to unleash violence on 
the plantation Tamils. If that is to 
take place I do expect a situation 
where there is going to be a lot of loss 
of life among the persons of Indian 


origin and a large number of Indian 
citizens. If that happens the govern¬ 
ment of India is duty-bound to mili¬ 
tarily intervene to save them. That 
situation could occur in the near 
future. 

Q: So you mean India would be 
justified in intervening militarily 
only if plantation Timils or Indian 
citizens are attacked. 

A: Intervention is possible for two 
reasons; one, on humanitarian 
grounds because the Sri Lankan 
Tamils are victims of a genocidal 
onslaught—the intervention in Bang¬ 
ladesh was justified because of the 
human rights violations there. 
Second there is the other principle 
where India has a right and duty to 
protect its own citizens. To give a bad 
example it would be the Grenada 
principle. As Rajiv Gandhi has ruleo 
out intervention at this juncture, the 
second principle i*, what might 
be applied. The Sri Lanka govern¬ 
ment would not have hatched such 
conspiracies if they felt India would 
not intervene but now they are lulled 
into a false sense of security that 
India will not come in militarily. 

Q: What have you learnt most from 
your deportation experience? 

A: Three things. First, one be¬ 
comes much'stronger when one faces 
challenges. Second, justice always 
prevails. 1 am even more convinced 
today that if I act truthfully accord¬ 
ing to my convictions I will achieve 
my goal. The other aspect is what I 
learnt when 1 deprived myself of 
food to protest against the way I was 
treated by the Tamil Nadu police. 
They were polite and kind but 1 
noticed that they had scant regard 
for law. They did not care a fig for 
the entire legal structure of their 
country. They had no respect for 
their own Constitution. I resented 
that and that is what made me refuse 
food and water. I sustained it be- 
cau.se 1 felt that 1 had been wronged 
by India. I felt they had been wrong 
in using deportation as a means to 
change my views. While fasting ,1 
found that my determination was 
becoming much stronger while my 
body was becoming weaker. I was 
reminded of Gandhi’s words that 
when the body becomes weak, the 
mind becomes stronger. I found that 
when the Indian officiaLs subtly 
warned or threatened me that I 
would be sent to Sri Lanka, where I 
might face death,1 was not afraid. It 
just did not matter. ■ 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


A Bloody Vendetta? 

Barely a month after Lalit Maken’s murder, Arjun Das, Congressflj councillor in New 
Delhi, was gunned down by terrorists in broad daylight. Was it an attempt to avenge the 

anti-Sikh riots of 1984? 


I t was past evening on 1 Septem¬ 
ber when a Baja] scooter with 
three men on it drove past the 
Ahuja Auto Works at Rajouri Gar¬ 
den, New Delhi. The Sikh youth on 
the driver’s seat turned towards the 
repair garage and shouted filthy 
abuses in Punjabi. He whipped out a 
pistol and raising it high in the air 
called out: “Mainu aitheygoli chala- 
ni ai (I have to fire here).” The two 
clean-shaven youths on the pillion, 
however, dissuaded him and they 
drove off. A tew minutes later they 
returned on foot, hung around the 
I garage smoked a cigarette and then 
sauntered off. By then the commotion 
had brought people to their doors 
and shopkeepers closing for the day 
stopped to have a look. 

Three days after the incident, on 4 
September, Arjun Das, local Con- 
gress(I) leader and member of the 
Delhi Metropolitan Council, and his 
bodyguard, a Delhi police constable. 


were brutally shot dead in Das’s 
office-cum-car repair garage by a 
stengun-toting youth. One of his 
accomplices, armed with a pistol, 
shot Arjun Das’s driver and two 
women who had come to see the 
Congress(I) leader. The third aide, a 
clean-shaven Sikh youth sporting a 
dark coloured rurban, kept the en¬ 
gine of the Baja] scooter running. 
The three youths had come to Das’s 
shop on a scooter which was parked 
only about 30 ft away from the gar¬ 
age. The gruesome deed over, the 
assassins snatched the service revol¬ 
ver of the bodyguard, Vijinder Singh, 
before taking off. 

Arjun Das had gone to his office 
situated inside the Arjun Auto 
Works garage at Laxmibai market 
around 8.45 am, a little earlier than 
usual, on 4 September. His driver, 
24-year-old Satbir Singh, sat under 
the shady neem tree outside the 
garage along with Parvati, a 40-year- 


old woman, who had come to see 
Arjun Das. Mahadevi, a washer¬ 
woman from the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences too had come to get 
a letter of recommendation for her 
son from Mr Das. The 24-veai-old 
bodyguard of Arjun Das. constable 
Vijinder Singh, who was assigned to 
him after Lalit Maken's murder, had 
joined him at 9 am. 

At around 9.15 am, two of the thiee 
young men who had come to the 
place on a scooter at about 9.00 am, 
whipped out a srengun and a pistol 
and moved towards the office whose I 
shutters had just been pulled up toi 
the day. While the youth carrying the 
pistol, which was concealed in his i 
crash helmet, filed the first shoi at | 
Parvati, Mahadevi and Satbit Singh, , 
the assailant with the stengun rushed I 
into Mr Das’s office and pulled the I 
trigger. The first bullets hit Vijinder 
Singh who was sitting near the oft ice 1 
door. The stengun was then turned I 
towards 4f>-year-old Ariun Das who 1 
was sitting on his chan with his { 
personal assistant, Mukesh Bhatt, < 
standing close by Aijun Das 
crouched under the chair and then I 
ran under an iron staircase in an ' 
attempt to save himself. Shot in the I 
neck, Mukesh, an associate of Arjun 
Das since 1970, picked up the tele- | 
phone and tried to call the police 
Hearing the gun shots, Baldev Raj, , 
Arjun Das’s younger brother who 
was busy working at the rear end of 
the garage .looked up. He saw a man 
firing. He ran into the smoke-filled 
room from the rear door, only to be 
hit on the leg by a bullet. Rajendra 
Upadhyaya, a visitor, was also shot 
and injured. 

Having accomplished his bloody 
job, the assassin ran out He slipped 
twice on the floor which was by now 
wet with blood. The two armed men 
ran towards the parked scooter 
shouting, “Kaam ho gaya (the deed 
has been done)” and made away 
towards the nearby flyover. A 70- 
year-old helper from a neighbouring 
shop, Shyam Sunder, threw a chair at 
the fleeing men but it was of no use. 
The assailants fired in the air to 
scare away Sher Singh who tried to 
pursue the light green scooter in his 
three-wheeler. 

The whole operation did not take 
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iHOTe than two minutes. “1 heard the 
shots jost a few minutes after 1 had 
started work. I had taken a car out 
for repairs when I heard the .shots 
and looked up. A man was firing at 
my Ivothef. I cannot describe him . 
because the room was fuU of smoke. I 
ran towards the office, I heard 
Mukesh shouting, ‘Police, police,’ 
over the phone and then I saw him 
collapsing. As 1 tried to run in I was 
shot. I hurt my leg and fell. I tried to 
get up but fell again. I saw bhaisahih 
crouching under the stairs. I pulled 
him out by the collar. His eyes were 
wide open and he was breathing 
slowly. I picked up the phone and 
called my younger brother Bhim. A 
crowd had collected outside the gar¬ 
age and there was utter confusion. 
But no one dared to come in. After 
about five minutes Bhim turned up, 
and putbhaisahih inanauto rickshaw. 
Then I don’t know what happened. I 
woke up in hospital,” recalled Baldev 
Raj. 

Both Arjun Das and Vijinder Singh 
were taken to the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (AllMS). barely 
two kilometres away, where they 
were declared dead. Both of them 
had six bullet injuries each. Arjun 
Das had been hit in the chest, neck 
and thigh. At the hospital, Parvati 
told Sunday that she was crossing the 
road when she saw a young man 
running. He fired and she was hit on 
the leg. Mahadevi said that she heard 
“crackers and wondered who was 
using them at this time of the year.” 
Then she recalled that she was hit 
from behind. 

The killers have been described by 
witnesses as those belonging to the 
26-30 years age group. One of them is 
said to be tall. One had a turban but 
no beard. They reportedly came on a 
scooter, which according to some was 
light green and to others grey. They 
were armed with a stengun and a 
pistol. From the scene of the crime 29 
spent cartridges were recovered. All 
tn them were of 9 mm calibre. 

According to Raj Rani Vadhera. 
she had just seen her husband off to 
office and was preparing breakfast 
when she heard the sound of “crack 
ers” and looked out of her first floor 
flat. “A scooter was standing in front 
of the Arjun Auto Works. Two young 
men were rushing ouc of the office- 
cum-garage A Sikh youth in a dark 
brown turban vras holding a revolver 
whilt the clean .shaven man had a 
stcnguc! Bodi of ttit.',. sat behind the 
driver on the scooter and shouted 
‘kam ho gaya’.' 
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Singh, warned terroi ist.s, from out of 
300 pittures shown lo them Senior 
police officials believe that beside.s Lat 
Singh and Bakshish Sitigh, the other 
two involved in the minder are Talwin- j 
der Singh .iinda and Karam Singh 1 
Kohli. Lai Singh, Bakshish Singh and I 
Talwindei Singh Jinda are also said to i 
be connected with the kilting of Lalii ! 
Maken, his wife Gitaniali and Bal- | 
kishan Khanna. Karam Singh Kohl) of { 
Ludhiana is regarded as the brain be- ■ 
hind the Delhi bomb blasts in May, 
Both Lai Singh and Kohli carry an j 
award of Rs one lakh each on their j 
heads. j 

Immediately alter Arjun Das’s mur- i 
, der, prohihttorj' orders under Section 
144 Cr PC were clami>ed all over the 
city and the investigation was handed 
over to the crime branch of the Delhi 
police. Arjun Das’s assassination made 
the so-called hit list of the Punjab 
extremists look all the more sinister for 
the terrorists seem to be licking off all 
those names which figure prominently 
in the PUDR-PUCL report on the anti- 
Sikh riiris in Delhi last year. “We did 
not even know that his name was on the 
hit list,” wailed Arjun Das’s wife after 
the Cremation. “Knr iht- hi''; 15 days he 
i tArjun Das) li.id si.iried coming home i 
I earlier than usual lie w.is home by 7 j 
! pm every das. Hi;-w.s>iki just stay mi his . 
rnum and ahiaV'- ;); k*.'d if ihe doors and j 
window's weri' shut ite novel spiike ; 
al^uut being I'll liv- I n list tome Whiie j 
going Out iio wouh; lauMi.t) us to Ixilt i 
the .foor'-. Ho ibai lie W'a.s woiriyd j 
«<l. l,a)ii M.ikeii's ki lev.- had n«i been 
caught. 1 he child! on n'l'Sni d about hint j 
but he would scoht ihoru ■<". I tpj] them j 
udt-lo fear” P-oj had his 
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never came home.” His wife recalls | 
that her brother came to meet Arjun | 
Das almost as soon as he left the house. I 
“I rang him up in his office at about 
9.10 am. I handed over the phone to my 
brother. Just as my brother said some¬ 
thing there was a noise and no response 
from the other side. My brother discon- i 
nected the line and called up again | 
after a few minutes. Someone picked ! 
up the phone and said,” Yahan goli chal i 
ga.ve hai. Arjun Dasji ke goli lag gave | 
hai (There has been firing here. Arjun I 
Das has been hit).” I rang up my ' 
brother-in-law. And, when I reached { 
the hospital it was all over.” j 

Arjun Das shot into prominence be- , 
cause of his closeness to Sanjay Gan- { 
dhi. In those days, he had a small cycle ; 
repair shop in Model Basti As a cycle I 
mechanic he had an interest in caiw too ! 
Banjay Gandhi, who was looking for j 
young people for his dream carproject, j 
was quick to spot the talent m Arjun j 
Das. During the Emergency, Arjun Das j 
became an influential figure. He repre- I 
sented the i.axmibai Nagar constituen- ! 
cy in the Metropolitan Council from i 
1972 to 1977 and was re-elected from ! 
the same constituency in 1980. A num- i 
ber of projects were taken up during 
his years in office. Besides being a j 
member of the AICC. he was also i 
vice-president of the Super Bazar and 
an active member of the Delhi Flying 
Club. 

Arjtm Das was cremated near his 
office at the Safdarjang Enclave crema¬ 
tion grounds- The funeral procession 
went round his constituency before 
reaching the 'cremation ground where 
the Rrirae Minister, Rajiv Gandhi and 
bis wife, Sonia Gandhi, waited along 
wijh other VIPs. The body draped in 
the Congres.'' fhg wa-, accompanied by 
many Congrei-men who figure in the 
hit list H..K,L Bhuts-u Aulk^ alongside 
the ’ stilly i.H'oiked by his .securitymen. 
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Spies in the Dock 


Charges have been framed against Coomar Narain and 16 others 

airested foi spying 


C oomar Naram walked slowly, 
as if in great pain, into the 
Patiala House court Behind 
him followed his accomplices 
and 16 fellow accused m the biggest 
espionage scandal after independ 
ence “Coomar Narain has lost moie 
than 16 kgs of weight since he was 
arrested in January,” commented 
one lawyer during the in camera 
proceedings being conducted by 
additional chief metropolitan magis 
irate. Bhai at Bhushan But the words 
of the leadei of the spy iing to one of 
the others accused was more telling 
“1 am dying slowly My conscience is 


killing me I am lesponsible for the 
destruction of 17 families ” Was this 
the guilt of one who had puiloined 
the seciets of the country or lUst the 
rambling thoughts of a sick man 
ate used ot heading one of the 
largest international sps chains in 
the world'’' On 2 Septembei the 
' magistrate extended the ludicial re 
mand of the persons accused in what 
has come to lu known as the 
' Coomar Naiain espionage case’ and 
also directed ihat the kingpin 
Coomar Narain himsell the Delhi 
based manager of SI M Maneklal 
Industries, be mtdiiallv examined 



since his health was deteriorating 
steadily Narain who had complaints 
of blood pressure and diabetes even 
before his dramatic arrest from his 
16 Hailey Road office on 17 January 
1985, IS now suspected to be suffer 
iiig from tuberculosis Following an 
application moved by Coomar Na 
rain, Bharat Bhushan ordered A B 
Shukla, superintendent of Tihar jail, 
where Coomar Naiain is lodged, to 
have him medically examined eithei 
at the All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences or at the Dr Ram Manr har 
Lohia Hospital It was evident to the 
court and the medical team at the 
Tihar jail that the months of deten 
tion in piison, the rigouis of attend 
mg commitment proceedings and 
perhap'' the buiden of facing the 
impending trial was weighing heavi 
ly on Coomai Narain 
When the sensational swoop on 
Coomar Narain and his men took 
place in January, the espionage ring 
was described as the “most insidious 
and deeply entienched spy group 
working tor foreign agencies ” It was 
the tuggest espionage scandal to be 
unearthed since the “air marshal 
Larkins spy ring” was busted leading 
to the arrest of retiied major general 
r D Larkins, his brothet air vice- 
marshal (letd) KH Larkins and 
seveial former defence ministry offi 
cials and businessmen Both the ring 
leaders of the spy ring, the Larkins 
brothers were awarded ten years 
rigorous imprisonment for their acti 
vities when their trial concluded on 
24 July this year Even after the 
Larkins scandal rocked the defence 
ministry circles, the ramifications of 
the Coomar Narain ring were clearly 
more dangerous and shucking The 
sleuths of the Intelligence Bureau 
(IB) and the Research and Analysis 
Wing (RAW), who had hinted at the 
time of the Larkins arrests, that this 
was only the tip of the iceberg, were 
taking no chances with the Coomar 
Naiain case Warrants of arrest were 
piepared days in advance In the 
Coomar Narain dragnet were 
“moles” who enjoyed senior posi¬ 
tions in the Prime Minister’s secre¬ 
tariat, Rashtrapati Bhavan, the de 
partments of defence production and 
economic affairs It was revealed 
later that Coomar Narain was sellmg 
some of the most sensitive classified 


if 
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documents obtained from his “con¬ 
tacts” to several foreign countries 
The Espionage case is soon to be 
sent to the sessions court for trial 
proceedings against the accused per¬ 
sons. Since proceedings are being 
conducted under the Official Secrets 
Act, even the allegations and charges 
against the 17 accused have not been 
made public The progiess of the 
case has been restricted because of 
the curious nature of investigations 
which involve scrutiny of hundreds 
of.classified documents which were 
recovered from the office premises 
of Coomar Narain and the residences 
of the others accused Highly con 
fidential files pertaining to defence 
production, foi example, had been 
photocopied by Coomar Narain and 
weie confiscated bv officials of the 
IB and RAW The original documents 
were discos ered from the residence 
of Jagdish Chandei, personal assis 
taut of S C Sann, secietarv, depart 
ment of deknce production The 
sensitive nature of such classified 
j documents found in the possession of 
I Coomar Naiaiii and his men aie the 
I most incriminating evidence against 
I them 

I In a lecent oidei issued by Bharat 
Bhushan on applications filed by the 
defence counsel of the accused, per 
mission has been gtanted lor the 
j counsel 10 examine these documents 
when the case comes up lor trial 
! Said Mi Bhushan, “Inspire of this 
being a case under the Otficial Sec 
rets Act, to make ir a fair trial we 
must give an oppoitunity to the ac 
cused to defend themselves and c-x 
amine the evidence in court against 
them Such an opinion of the addi 
tional chiel metropolitan magistrate 
has been challenged bv the special 
pubUc prost*< utor B R Handa, who 
has filed an application with the 
additional distiict sessions tudge 
that in vievv of the sensitive nature of 
the case in pi ogress, the accused and 
their counsel should be lefrained 
‘ from examining the documents 
Bharat Bhushan’s oider states “The 
accused should gt>t the complete dis 
closures of the facts at the threshold 
of the trial and as such they are 
entitled to copies of investigation 
papeis ” Mr Handa has contended 
that the verbatim reproduction of all 
the confiscated documents for egch 
of the 17 accused and rheir counsel 
would only further endanger the 
security of the country which had 
been jeopardised bv the exchange of 
the very documents bv the accused 
spies. 

W hat IS the nature of the secrets 
which Coomai Naiain and his 
iiccomphces weie passing on to fore 
ign countries’ Accoiding to reports 
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available, there are about 2 000 pap¬ 
ers lying sealed in the Patiala House 
court which arc examined liom time 
to time by the prosecution or defence 
(ounsel The reproduction of these 
documents for pic pat at ion of de 
fence would only be permitted once 
the order of R P Gupta is received It 
IS expected that if the judge refuses 
permission for the examination of 
the said evidence, the case would 
soon be committed to the sessions for 
trial The gravity of the case can be 
gauged from the kind of tla'sifigd 
information which were stircd ftom 
Coomar Narain and hi‘ men at the 
time of the arrests on 17 January 
There aie hundreds of pages of con 
fidential repoits, dossiers of the In 
lelhgence Bureau and RAW, intelli 
gence fact sheets of the political dis 
turbances in Ahmedabad and Pun 
jab, crucial details of defence deals 
and secret reports of visits of foreign 
dignitaries Even the set ret ciphei 
code of exiernal affairs ministry, 
which IS used foi decoding messages 
received from foreign missions, had 
been passed on to foieigti contacts bv 
Coomar Narain and his men for a few 
bundled rupees or bottles of li<,uoi 
It IS also believed thit other evi 
dence with the couit proves without 
doubt that the espionage activities in 
which Coomai Narain Yogesh Man 
eklal, T N Kher„ Tagdish Chaiidet 
and others weie indulging in were 
benefitnng foreign countries like Po 
land and the Geiman Democratic 
Repuolic This was admitud by 
Coomar Narain himself in his 1*) 
page vOnfessional statement which 
was recorded in I he piesence of 
mettopolitan magistiate PS Dham 
On 4 Pebruarv. when Coomai Naiain 
yvas being persuaded by his wrte, 

I Gita Narain, not fo confess he had 
I said “Let me get rid ot it 1 don’t 
want to live any moie I lust want.to 



I drop dead ’’ During the three-hour 
long confessional session with the 
magistrate, he had admitted to pas 
sing on documents relating to the 
country’s defence, planning, foreign 
affairs and economy to these coun 
tries He further confessed that while 
Maneklal had made ci ires in the 
business, he had received “lakhs” as 
a pai ty in the exchange 
The case look a dramatic turn on 2 
^ lulv, when Coomar Narain retracted 
his confessional statement In an ap¬ 
plication to Bharat Bhushan, Coomar 
Naiain pleaded “I have been men 
tally tortured and pressurised during 
police remand bv the investigating 
I agency lo confess before the court,*’ 
He also dedaied that the confession 
Was “involuniaiv untrue, tutored 
and given under pressure ” Accord 
ing to the prosecutoi, the retraction 
of the confession would make litUg 
diffeienct lo the charges faced bv 
I Coomar Naiain and the other ac 
I cused pel sons As far as the examina¬ 
tion ol classified documents by the 
accused was tonceined he said that 
the 1 arkins affair was a case in 
points Duiing the proceedings in 
1 that tase ait v ite maishal K H Lar 
kins had lequested to be supplied a 
veibatim cops of the secret defence 
I manual ot ruoie than 1,000 pages, 
which he had leaked out But in an 
High Court ordei. .lustice D R Khan 
I tia had testiuted the examination of 
the top seciet document and Larkins 
was permitted to make notes from 
1 the document foi his reference Now, 
I sdvs Mi Handa, since in the earliej; 
case the High Couit order was not 
challenged and as the documents In 
the Coomei Naiain case are of a 
more sensitive natuie they should 
not be disclosed as perrhitted 
undei the Official Secrets Act 
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TJie income tax department has attached the property of the 
former prince of Mysore to recover dues worth Rs 35 crores 


U neasy lies the head that wears 
» crown, Shakespeare said. But 
long after princely kingdoms 
and privy purses were abo¬ 
lished, cfowns and thrones ^pensed 
with, royal worries continue to dog 
Srikanta Outta Narasimharaja 
Wadiyar, the only son of the last 
maharaja of Mysore. Towards the 
end of August the income tax depart¬ 
ment moved in unobtrusively and 
issued a provisional attachment 
notice on the magnificent Mysore 
Palace, the Bangalore Palace and 
some other royal property to cover 
the tax liability due from the family 
of the late maharaja, Sir .Tnyacha- 
maraja Wadiyar and his son, Stikan- 
ta Dutfa Wadiyar, 

The notice came in the form of a 
small newspaper advertisement and 
would have gone unnoticed but for 
an enterprising reporter who real¬ 
ised the pews value and blew up the 
story. The Mysore royal family was 
practically venerated when the late 


maharaja was alive. Since his death, 
the family has maintained a low 
pr^ile. The maharaja’s only son, 
Srikanta Dutta Wadiyar, who was a 
natural heir to the throne, was 
elected to the Lok Sabha from My¬ 
sore in the last parliamentary elec¬ 
tion, but he has never been an out¬ 
standing public figure and he is 
taken lightly even in the state Con- 
gress(I) circles. The tax controversy 
suddenly put the spotlight on Mr 
Wadiyar, much to his discomfiture. 


But if anything, the provisional 
attachment of the royal property 
came as a boon to Wadiyar. Though 
for all purposes he is the owner of the 
Mysore Palace, Wadiyar had written 
to the state government some years 
ago, asking it to take over the palace 
for maintenance and public exhibi¬ 
tion. The stare government readily 
obliged and took charge of most of 
the palace, excluding a part of it 
which the Wadiyars use for residen¬ 
tial purposes. Shortly afterwards, it 
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also began generating revenue from 
the palajce in the form of gate collec 
tion from visiting tourists At some 
point of time, some buildings within 
the palace compound were also 
rented out to other government de 
partments 

But accordmg to Wadiyar, the in 
come tax department was all the 
while computing wealth tax and in 
come tax on the property, in a form 
known as deemed income, against his 
name since he was still the owner of 
the royal property under the family 
settlement Larlv this year, as the 
income tax and wealth tax arrears 
climbed to an astronomical sum of Rs 
35 crores the income tax department 
sounded him on the dues A Congres 
s(I) MP by this time, Wadiyar repre 
sented his case to the income tax 
department and, he says, “they fully 
understood my predicament ” 

Wadiyar began the process of re 
tneving his property (or rather re 
trieving the revenue generated by 
the property) with a letter to the 
state government on 15 March, in 
which he accused the state govern 
ment of not abiding by the terms and 
conditions previously agreed upon 
The letter added that the state gov 
ernment had no authority to collect 
rent from the tenants within the 
palace compound He followed this 
up with a newspaper adiertisement 
on 1 April, (which, incidentally, went 
unnoticed) calling upon the tenant' 
and occupants of the Mysore Palace 
to pay the rent to him 

But what IS leallv surprising is the 
mannei in which the income tax 
department went out ot ns way to 
help Wadiyar recovei the revenue 
from the palace in order to clear the 
tax arrears In a nonet No 305971 
dated 16 7 85 served on the chief 
secretary ol the stat^ goveinment 
(who IS the ex officio secretary of the 
palace advisoiy lommittee), the in 
come tax department said that it was 
represented to them by Wadiyai that 
he being the ownei of the palace the 
revenue generated from the palace 
in the form of ren's and gate collec 
tions should go to him The income 
tax department further asked the 
state government to pay Wadiyar the 
revenues so that it could be adjusted 
against his tax arrears 

If the case of the Mysore Palace is 
shady, the affaiis legaiding the 
Bangalore Palace are baffling The 
income tax department has issued a 
provisional attachment notice on the 
Bangalore Palace also, even though 
the ownership is under dispute The 
palace, designed on the lines of the 
Windsor Castle in Britain, was the 
summer lesidence of the late mahar 
aja But after the abolition of the 
privy purses, the late maharaja is 


said to have leased out the Bangalore 
Palace to one Chamaraju, a nch 
contractor, from whom he frequently 
borrowed huge sums of money 
According to Mr Wadiyar, he 
opposed this leasing out and since 
the maharaja’s death there has been 
a continuous battle for possession of 
the Bangalore Palace The mam 
palace building and the 100 acres of 
land surrounding it is now in the 
“wrongful possession” of the Cha 
mundi Hotels Private Ltd, a concern 
of the Chamaraju s while 380 acres 
of land surrounding the palace is 
owned by the Wadiyars Wadiyar 
says the entire property belongs to 
him and he is fighting a legal battle 
to take possessionof’t The Wadiyars 
believe that the late maharaja was 
conned out of the Bangalore Palace 


palace has been rented out to film 
crews David Lean’s A Passage to 
India was shot in the Bangalore 
Palace Wadiyar says the Chamundi 
group rented out the palace to the 
producers and collected money but 
the amount was returned after he 
served a notice on the producers of 
the film Wadiyar alleged that 
attempts were also made by certain 
poweiiul bureaucrats to start a posh 
school on the premises of the palace 
but he thwarted it by filing an injunc 
tion suit 

The income tax department’s unex 
pected gesture, while bailing out 
Wadiyar from an awkward spot, has 
stunned the state government When 
initiallv Wadiyar demanded th*' 
palaces back and served notice to the 



T he Bangalore Palace and the sur 
rounding area is located in the 
heart of Bangalore city and even the 
state government has an eye on it A 
Disneyland was proposed ra be con 
struLted on the premises of the 
palace during the time of Devaraj 
Urs, while the Chamundi Hotels Pn 
vate Limited have been wanting to 
convert the palace nto a five star 
hotel But Wadiyar has successfully 
managed to stave off all attempts 
and the attachment notice by the 
income tax department serves his 
purpose 

Even though the legal status of the 
Bangalore Palace is yet to be deter 
mined (Wadiyar has filed a case 
disputing the government contention 
that the land comes under the defmi 
tion of vacant land under the Land 
Ceiling and Regulations Act), the 


tenants, the matter was considered 
by the palace .advisory committee 
But as the income tax depaitment 
stepped in, the matter was quickly 
referred to the law department Be 
sides, since the Bangaloit and the 
Mysore palaces net in revenue worth 
Rs 40 to 50 lakhs a vear the state 
government would not like to lose 
control over the property At the 
time of writing, the state go\ernment 
has formed a cabinet subcommittee 
“to study the problem i elating to the 
properties of the Mssoie roval fami 
ly ” But the mattei is sure to have 
political osertoncs consideung that 
Wadiyar is also a ( ongress(I) MP As 
It IS, Wadiyar is sore with the state 
government and while speaking to 
Slnoav, said that chief minister R K 
Hegde had not even bothered to give 
him a hearing 
ChUanand Ka^hatta, Bangaktra 
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Is Bombay 
Chembur 


With the management ofCalicd 
the tragedy, other chemical un 
to endanger human li 


F or several years it has been 
commonplace to refer to Chem* 
bur, particularly in the press, as 
a “gas chamber” because of the 
pollution from the Rashtnya Chemic¬ 
als and Fertilisers plant and other 
chemical and petro-chemical indus¬ 
tries m the area In fact, the Thane 
Belapur belt is the product of a 
tremendous impetus to development 
in the third Five Year Plan Little did 
people realise that this ]oke would 
one day become a reality as it did on 
30 August when in one of the biggest 
gas leaks since the Bhopal tragedy 
last December, chlotine leaked out 
from the caustic soda unit of the 
Calico Chemicals plant, killing one 
person and affecting nearly 200 
others 

The first to be affected by the 
poisonous gas, besides the staff of 
the plant, were the doctors and the 
fire brigade men who rushed there 
According to a Calico spokesman, no 


one from the nearby industries came 
to their help though such a yiew was 
contradicted by a spokesman of the 
Rashtnya Chemicals who told the 
chairman of the Maharashtra Pollu 
non Control Boaid (HPCB), CD 
Oomachen, that they had kept their 
technicians in readiness but no one 
asked for them On 31 August, Mr 
Oomachen went to the factory site 
and with the help of experts from the 
Standard Alkali and Dr P K Ghosh of 
the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
(BARC) supervised the chlorine 
neutralisation process Even the fol 
lowing day theie was another leak 
indicating how tricky it is to handle 
chlorine which affects humans 
dangerously It will take between six 
and eight months for the persons 
affected by the gas to recover and 
that too with continuous medical 
care 

Ur S R Kamat of the K E M Hos 
pital has suggested that special train 


ing should be given to the fire bn 
gade personnel to cope with such 
poisonous,gas leaks An expert on 
diseases caused by pollution. Dr 
Kamat said that many industries do 
not take proper care of their p'ants, 
nor do they inform the people about 
the kind of dangerous chemical* they 



Datta Samant who was hospitalised after the gas leak 


1 he currmied cMurine storage tanks of Calico Chemicals, mw of wMch had M 


40 


aiMoav atemtm tm 









ife After 
sLeak? 


bemicaJs still unpunished for 
in the area will now feel free 
reports Olga Tellis 


use. A suggestion has also been made 
to the government that it be made 
mandatory for the companies hand¬ 
ling hazardous chemicals to display 
boards outside their offices indicat¬ 
ing the product lines, the material 
used and what the people in the 
locality should do in the case of a 


calamity. 

Chlorine, derived from the Greek 
chloros, meaning green, is a greenish 
yellow gas with a pungent odour. Its 
atomic number is 17. Chlorine, which 
was first made in 1774 by K.W. 
Scheelem, is a very reactive subst¬ 
ance. According to Modi’s (Medical 
Jurisprudence and Toxicology, there 
IS a feeling of breathlessness and 
suffocation if one inhales the gas. 
People exposed to vapours of chlor¬ 
ine suffer from its chronic effect. 
They become anaemic, suffer from 
dyspeptic complaints and acidity and 
they lose weight. Lung trouble soon 
sets in resulting in chronic bronchitis 
and emphysema. Chlorine was large¬ 
ly used as a lethal gas by the Ger¬ 
mans during the First World War and 
it caused havoc among the Allied 
forces. 

The Garg committee, which studied 
the safety standards of the 54 che¬ 
mical-based industries in the Chem- 




bur-Thane-Belapur-Kalyan industrial 
belt of north Bombay, found only 
seven per cent of the factories safe. 
The rest were prone to mishaps. The 
Garg committee, which was set up by 
the MPCB to locate the deficiencies 
in the plants and suggest remedies, 
had made several recommendations^ 
for all the units. 

A disturbing factor arising froth’ 
the recent disaster is die, s;j^nd talcen 
by Calico Chemical?; 'dtey plan to 
challenge the^it^i%s of the Garg 
committee fetfotf. The management 
is reported-w have said that “their 
plants^e to operate.” They also 
sai^'that they have taken follow-up 
afction by way of attending to the 
valves and pipelines which were 
found corroded by the committee. 
Storage vessels in the chlorine plant 
are included in the test schedule. ; 
The management said that two tanks 
have already been tested and found 
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Vlr Oatta Samant^ tile ttidft 
: Ml«ader, was one the 
I the Chembur chlorine leak.' 

{accused the maoageii^t’e^ 7 - 

jChemicals of deUbem^y oritttisr ' 
jing the leak in order to dispeiwe - - 
^orkersv^ had effected St the 
ShssnlniKfS^i^t of their. dohUfOl 
%ni91l!]Cmctsi9%aa,shat doworThe 
,oompany hgji^lgm'trying to ck»e 
'down the firetcaa 

or'another but had,^tlsgen ■ eiven 
permission by the'govhraitliie^t* Gn 
the other hand, the leaka|e'w^S{t8rt 
of an industrial. eceideiit a$‘'hb«. 
company has not implemented the 
Garg report whk^ md specifically 
mentioned that, the pipe .frotn 
which the dhlorine ledked oin- had - 
corroded. 

Between January, and May this . 
tyeast-CsHttr received seyeMujdi6>- 
cg^p^^tion. notices .from. the .Tma . 
.j^^tric-Company mr pompatyment- 
vpf 4j#ie& ajnoun,^ipg;tfli over , 
Jakhs. Ip ^/^tfcuary 1985, the Gatg 
; Qpmmittse on .enviconmem re> 
li^sed a report on the verious de¬ 
ficiencies in the plant and made its 
own rgeommeadations. 

! *.4 April: The; managmnent of Cal¬ 
ico receives a te.legram from lata 
Electric Co. It is addressed to M. N. 
.(^aft^tiee, the general manager, 
.gnd'negrets that they, “were unable 
t^g^ahii ex^ption from discannec-, 
t#bn pending ihearlng by the.minis- 
/^„lahour ^.oiitstandings have 
continued JO,ria^joespite your cepe- 
.afftiA,promises JO pay promptly chr- 
. rent .bill plus, pah outstanding bills j 
in deference to minister's wi^ies. | 
Ai least current consumption bill i 
must be paid if you wish to avoid | 
di^onnection on 5 April at sche- 
dt^d rime .a$ informed to, you 
already...THU amp.unt .is Rs 50, 
lakhs.’!. 

• 2^..Jipril:. The company .recd)^. 
another telegram from Tapa, £3^^ 

, tri<;.? 3 ymg, “$int^,yfl«i: outstanding-' 
dues afe pontiouing to moimt be- , 
cause ho effart;s are being made bS' - 
you to pay them up and your ch^ 
ques have, been repeate^ily re-' 
turned, .by.' .the bapk, please be . : 
advised that, your power sqpply is 
liable,to. be disconnepted after 
night ^ M^y .1^85.. , 

• 23 lyfayrManqfflcfiuingactiYitifw 
, of. this company come JO'a halt « 

. 1.00 pin due to, disconnection of ,; 

, powei; ,hy, Jafas. The company puts . 

, up a hbtke tp that effect. ■ w. ' 

, • 29 .Maji; The company applimi to ^ 
the commis^oper of Ulmnr for.ptm- 


miKikm to layoff under Section 
: 4 S'M.«i{ thd Industrial Disputes Act, 

• 27 'jmw: The company manage- 
meiit wsinrs to the commisstoner of 
labour with a copy of the lener to 
the factory inspector expressing its 
requirement of 13 workmen com 
nected with the maintenance of the 
chlorine section. These workmen’s 
names, are among those who were 
sought to be laid-oK in the applica¬ 
tion made on 29 May. 

• 15 July: The deputy chief inspec¬ 
tor of faiitories H. D. Eatil, at the 
instance of the union and in reply 
to the company's letter of 27 May 
to meet him on 19 July, agrees to 
attend detailed discussions on 
workmen for the -chlorine ujpjt. 

• 22 July: ;At the meeting held in 

the oificB a£ the ehief-foiSpeCtor bf 
factmies, the mangement decides , 
that 350 technically,,qualified su- 
pecvisoTs/engiheefs.ihclttding 60 
specially for the causiic- 

mtlprine plant .should look after the 
safety of the plant. At no time, 
according to the union, did the 
company ask for 13 men that . 
they claimed to have asked for. 

• 25 July: The assistant labour com¬ 
missioner, B. Haldyanekar, refuses 
permission to the compan;^ to .lay¬ 
off wmicers as per their application 
with effect from 23 May. He notes’' 
that the management started laying 
off 1,204 workmen with effect from 
23 May, and made kn application on 
29 May for the lay-off. This was 






.A-^Mkn drihe ibhemlm .aasicak 


received at the coiBiidampik's'dl' 
labour's office on 31 May aud di^.i 
vered to the tntioA ragpretetiKtogt'lw ' 
woriemen on 10 June. 
clewly indicates dhat ^ ulwnMb.r 
ment has approacfae4 the authori^' 
after lay-off is alreato^ started;"’ . 7 

• 27 July- The union writes ; 

company inviting atteiUjOn ; 

government’s ordw ixtjdcting'i 
lay-off application and requests the > 
company to lift the lay-tdf 

• 29 July: The union writes »Ihie ’ 
Chembur police statimi enclosing 
the 25 July order of the Mbour. 
commissioner. 

• 30 July; The company receives a 

letter from Tata £)ectric.Ilie tetter 
says that Calico needpay .only sen, 
per cent of the. total. outstamliiig: 
due to enable-retlioration of .poiirite - 
supply. .. .. ,1 < - 1 

e.s August: The company remdvjWf,*’: 
a tetter fr0m.M.>'N. Biswa#.',:^iiU^f'' 
secretary to government td Indn^f^ 
ministry of finance, that it is "not 
possible to accede to their request 
for exemption of customs duty mi ; 
calcium carbide.” 

• 19 August; Jagdteh Jushi, secr«|' 

ary,labourdepartmcmt - j advises ;; 
the company.to have dwoussiehs 
with the union .ag,d reopiMi . i 

e^26 Augusti.A-meetitogu,,‘'b«W«» 
Or.^amant and the,misdgeme(m'i2f..{< 
N, Chatserijee allegedly.Shies,j 

from the moeibig and niaktes , ^ • 
known that the management would 
like to close down the plant.- 

• 28 August: ■fhe compwy dbeeiysis 
a tetter from the labour depart¬ 
ment, government of Maharashma. 
giving them three important rebels.. 
and recommending various- fac^,' 
ties like exemption front, sates. 
import .duty .and»rewsteP’gC:.*W’"‘' 
tficity-rates. , 

• 29 August;.The.campaiiy teStVS 
tetter of permanent xlowc^iS<» fteV 
Samapt. it is delivered toittehmiw.'; 

• 30 August: Dr Samant acrangM-g;' 

gate meeting of woriwrs-.Thejiidi^vi 
ing is scheduled lor 9.30 ^ 

time the first chlorine. 

and is brought under, j^'. 

lp.|5,am. Thejfire,]b*^^^' 
we spotEartierat 
from the ccmipah^^hmMdni 
-were gyacua^.-t^-ltte^binK 
teen ■ where .they 
, and fea-. At;-ll 
rives and. stmxs 

- gate. There is a v-sudnl^'^lilil. 
chlorine, funws 

' mi|dn.,gm:e..vdurii\is.,a.ii(i^J|^^ 

' yards-ftom. the 
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salisfacti^y. 

Yet it was from the same tank, with il 
a corroded pippltndanji g, 

valve—'Which the Garg committee j, 
wanted changed—that the fatal leak 
occurred. , 


T he stand taken by the Calico man- r 
agement does not augur well for * tv 
the future of pollution control in this ,-10 
dangerous industrial belt. While the 
management is still unscathed and 
has applied for anticipatory bail fear- 
ing arrest (which by now should have 
taken place because it is more than 
eight days since the police filed a ^ 
complaint under Section 304-A and 
305 of the Indian Penal Code), it has ^ 
now been revealed that the plant has 
been operating for nearly five years 
without a municipal licence. 

Additional municipal commission- 
ei Ramamurthi said that since 1979 
the company’s licence to operate was 
not renewed as it had failed to comp- Z 
ly with conditions prescribed by the ^ 
chief fire officer after a fire broke 
our in the unit that year. The com- ! ce 
pany, however, fontinued to work to 
without a licence and the corporation he 
had launched a prosecution. Accord- mi 
ing to Mr Ramamurthi, the fire bri- M. 
gade and superintendent of licences fa: 
had examined the stocks of various ru 
chemicals and other substances in gr 
the factory. They had suggested that qt 
the management maintain its own th 
fire-fighting unit. Howb'ver, the com- nn 
pany was using its influence to pre- in 
vail upon the Bombay Municipal Cor- ge 
poration (BMC) to waive these condi-' ar 
tions. The BMC, however, main- co 
tained a tough stand as the plant had th 
been .storing highly combustible sub- sa 
i stances like chlorine and had to have m 
j its own fire-fighting unit, 
i Like Calico, it is understood that cl 
I several other companies, many of la 
I them mighty multinationals, are also rn 
! planning to challenge the Garg com- tl 
mittee report. If this happens it is d< 
going to open the floodgates to a' h< 
fiery hell: if Calico Chemicals has c 
been able to operate for five long ct 
years without a licence and with a st 
court case pending other chemical b< 
units, too, will feel free to pollute the h: 
atmosphere and imperil human life fr 
with impunity. b( 

The governmeht, paralysed by c, 
political infighting, has beeh unable 
to act tip the Gar^ cofnimttW repbit u 
even though the reports were Submit¬ 
ted to it more than fdur months ago. 

C.D. Oomachen has complained ab- ai 
out poor management and mainte- a: 
napce of pollution control equipment C 
in industries. He also drew attention u 
to the fact that the board has been h 
hampered in its work by industries w 
not sharing their information on che- t1 
micah stored, manufactured and pro- tl 
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cessed and the si.rC(ati) 9 n that is likely 
to arise if such information is with¬ 
held. V'et the govefnment. whose 
ministers and top bureaucrats live in 
Malabar Hill and Foreshore Road, 
far away from the hazardous indust¬ 
rial belt, has been unabjo to come to 
grips with ihese problems and take 
quick decisions. It is undersiood that 
the Tata thermal station manage¬ 
ment has.qrdered for a desulphuris¬ 
ing plant from Norway hut it is still to 
get the pe'rtnission to import it. TJiere 
are several problem’s faced ever/by 
companies that, do want to do some¬ 
thing about poTliitlon control and 
safety equipment but the govern¬ 
ment IS lethargic. 

Aware of the bad name that the 
chemical industry is getting, particu¬ 
larly after the Bhopal tragedy, che¬ 
mical engineers and companies jn 
the city are waking up to the need to 
do something about it. A workshop 
has been organised bv the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce to discuss a 
coordinated approach to industrial 
safety. Dr S.B. Duvedi of the cham¬ 
ber said that several multinationals 
have complained about lack of in- 


done' notV is-to develop the emergd0- i 
cy response approach; “WhllAt hop- | 
ing for the best yoii'iWU'Sr be ready for i 
the worst.” This is the philosophy, he 
said, that has been' propounded 
abroad particularly in the Uhited ■ 
States by the chemical industry, af- ; 
ter the Bhopal tragedy. For insunce, 
said Or Rajan, Dow Chemicals, USA, | 
has evolved a code to .show that the i 
industries care; ! 

• Setting up a science -communica- ■ 
tion centre at the Missouri Universi- ; 
ty School, of Journalism with a fifty ; 
thousand 'dollar contribution; the i 
aim is '(6 help students and working I 
journalists Yd grow more fdroiliar ■ 
with resources for accurate rnforiha- I 
tion on scientific dnd environipental j 
topics 

• Over a dozen Dow scientists are 
available for media interviews across 
the country to answer questions con- 
c'erning scientific issues through a 
visible scientific 'programme. 

• (Community relations resources 
centres ‘hjrvd been’"Established at 
th'dtr' rarious” manufacturing' estab- 
ItshmenYs to provide information and 
tools' heeded t<)' fna:ke positive con- 


frastructure in the Thane-Belapur i tributioh to the respective communi 
belt, particularly lack of roads and ' 


communicattoq which coul4 prove 
disastrbqs in the event of largenscale 
le^s. 

'fM; 

;Dr T.f.S. Rajan, general manager 
and vice-president of Bombay. Ga?, 
and former president of the tpdian 
Chemical Manufacturing ^socia’ilun 
told Sunday that it was imj^feble to 
have factories with zero -ri^. .It 
would become so expensive that 
their products would be priced out of 


cneir prijuucis woiiiu ue pritwi uui i n 

the reach of buyers. What can be •t-'fate of Bhopal.- 


A coordinated system , with fire 
brigade, ambulances, hospitals, dis- 
pensarie.s w'hich can be activated at 
tfie lime'Of tragedy.mast be created 
and made readily available. During 
the Second WOrltl Wat, as- Dr Rajan 
I'ecElled, there vvere bomb shelters in 
the city. Siifetv was treated on a war 
footing. The pollution control and 
safety measures in tlie industrial belt 
shouid bu taken up on a war footing, 
I0o,'if Buinbav is to lie saved from the 
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Th(i Maharashtra Pollution Control Board report on chemical factories in the 
Thane-BeJapur-KaJyan region describes them as potential death-traps which violate 

safety standards 


is a lot of talk of a nuclear Cheinic< 
but as far as Bombayites Ltd, Ind; 
“^r^^El^erned the immediate tury Ra:i 
dafigef Is fWjm a “chemical win- Dharams 
ter,” whiA‘^c'iin‘‘cfee suddenly and the repc 
stealthily, strifcitig^tStal* blows. These 
blows will come W^ilntimmicals like Bayer: 
fluorine and chlorine'^Sdnfe others toxic ch 
which often do irreparable'na'rtp to hydroge 
human beings. Hydrochloric acidj'fbr carbonc 
example, causes slow death to moYb" nitrochl 
people than is imagined. It is because phospho 
diagnostic facilities are not available hydroch 
in India that people are not aware of Ethylen 
the killers they live and work with. ulphide 
The entry of the Maharashtra The c 
pollution control board as a watch- bio c hem 
. dog' -body has- helped create public ana chet 
aivareness regarding chemical values i 

hazards. Its 11-member environment Dissolvi 

safety comm'Ttee, headed by Dr R.K. effluent 
Garg (director) chemical engineering plant re 
group, Bhabha Atomic Research Cen- no mon 
tre) had submitted a report on 15 { ambient 
industries (Sunday, 28 July). The i but no sj 
committee has recently submitted j in the re 
another report on 11 factories in the } division 
Thane-Belapur belt and four in Ka- j wrong, 
lyan. These areas, according to mem¬ 
bers of the safety committee, are , Sandozf 
chemical death-traps. In some cases, ; dous ch 
it’ was noted with grave concern ammoni 
ther^J is not even a fire brigade in the j chlorofo 
vicinity. The 15, factories in the i hydrobn 
Th^qe-Belapur-Kalyan region gre | nitric at 
Bayer, Sandoz, Indofil Chemicals Li- . xylene i 
mited, Rallis India Ltd (Thane), , acetone, 
National Fluorine Corporation, Ral- oxide, m 
iis India (Thane-Belapun, National | constitul 
Organic Chemical Industries Ltd, tone all 
Hico Products Ltd,Standard Mills Co toxic. 

Ltd,, (Standard Alkali). Herdillia, The ct 

Smoke billowing out of factories: costlv deveiupment 


Chemicals Ltd, Indian Explosives 
Ltd, Indian Dyestuff Industries, Cen¬ 
tury Rayon, Century Chemicals and 
Dharamsi Morarjee. Excerpts from 
the report: 

Bayer: Established in 1967. The 
toxic chemicals used are chlorine, 
hydrogen sulphide, ethylene oxide, 
carbondisulphide, aniline, para- 
nitrochlorobenzene, phosphorlis, 
phosphorus trichloride, acetic acid, 
hydrochloric acid and sulphuric acid. 
Ethylene oitide and carbon dis¬ 
ulphide constitute fire h{^zaiCjds. . . 

The contm'ittee. found • th« 
biochemical oxyjgen (b.o.^) 

ana chemical oxygen demand (c.o.cT.)' 
values in effluents are very high. 
Dissolved oxygen is nil in the 
effluent. The effluent treatment 
plant requires attention. There was 
no monitoring of emission in the 
ambient air. There is a safety officer 
but no safety group. Sulphur loading 
in the reaction vessel in the pesticide 
division is done manually. This is 
wrong. 

Sandoz (Thane): " The-haZar- j 

dims chemicals used are;' acetone, i 
ammonia, bromine, caustic sodd',' | 
chloroform, DDt, hydrochloric acid, 
hydrobromic acid,' ethylene oxide, 
nitric acid, toluene, sulphuric acid, 
xylene and methanol. Out of these 
acetone, crotonaldehyde, ethylene 
oxide, methanol, toluene and xylene 
constitute fire hazards. Except ace¬ 
tone all other chemicals are highly 
toxic. 

The committee found that effluent ' 


. 



standards are being met except for 
dissolved oxygen. However, no moni¬ 
toring of gaseous emissions is being 
done at present. No periodic drills 
are conducted and personal protec¬ 
tive equipment is not worn by oper¬ 
ators. 

Indofil: Toxic chemicals handled are 
carbon disulphide, ethylene diamine, 
sodium hydroxide, karathane, 
xylene, styrene, hydrogen peroxide, 
formaldehyde, ethylene diamine, 
styrene monomer, acrylic monomer 
and nitrocellulose. These cor.stitute 
a fire hazardj-’ . ; 

Thd''cdm'mittee 'found that stan" 
dards for c.o.d. and“b.o,d. are not 
being,met. The bi-assay test is not 
being carried out. Gaseous emissions 
are not monitored. All these things 
require immediate attention. 

Rallis: Established in 1960, it manu¬ 
factures only formulations for diffe¬ 
rent pesticides. Toxic chemicals 
bandit are benzene hexachlordde 
(bhc), DDT, cyclohexanone, epichlor- 
ohydrin, aroi^X and xylene. These 
alsd constitute a fire hazard. 

There is ho effluent treatment 
plaht.'The-floor washihjgs, which con¬ 
tain pesticides, are collected in a 
well, soda ash is added and the 
mixture is left out in the sun. The 
emissions are not monitored. There 
is no regular full-time safety officer 
in the company. There is no separate 
fire fighting group, though all per¬ 
sonnel are trained to handle the fire 
fighting system. 

National 1^1 uorine. Corporation: Toxic 
chemicals handled are hydrofluoric 
acid, sulphuric- acid, ammonia, 
ammonium bifluoride and fluoric 
acid. 

Effluents are neither treated nor 
monitored. Neither is there any 
motiitoring .of gaseous emissions. 
There , is noj safety,-Officer in the 
company though smalt toxic chemic¬ 
als tare handled,.,Handling of .various 
chemicals: ist-not 'done,<in a proper 
manner. - ‘ , 

Rallis (Thane-Belapur road): Toxic 
and fire hazardous chemicals hand¬ 
led . are phosphorus pentasulphide, 
monomethyl amine, methanol, mon-- 
ochlofoacetic acid,paranitrophenol, 
pacanitrometacresol, cyclohexa¬ 
none and toluene. - ’ 
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and c.o.d. levels.in effluent 
are above standard, f’he seconds^ 
treatmenr facility*’is “’ikT cdkaffi-*" 
sioned. No monitoring is being done 
for toxic gases in the ambient air. 

National Oi^ank Chemical: Estab¬ 
lished in 1964, it manufactures a 
wide variety of petrochemicals with 
naphtha and chlorine as raw mate¬ 
rial. The process involves high 
temperature, high pressure exother¬ 
mic reactions. Fire hazardous and 
toxic chemicals handled are benzene, 
vinyl chloride, isopropyl alcohol, 
methyl isobutyl, ketone butanol, dis- 
cetone alcohol ethulene dichloride, 
etihulene oxide and chlorine. The 
c.o.d. level in effluent is higher than 
the standard. At present no monitor¬ 
ing of toxic emission dr gases is being 
done. 

^ In the last three years they have 
had one fire mishap when propylene 
was being loaded. A spark, caused by 
rattling and striking of. mild stt:el 
pipe fittings to the tanker body, lit 
up the chemical. 

Hico Products: Toxic chemicals 
handled are chlorine formalin, and 
ethylene oxide. They are also fire 
hazards. The b.o.d. and c.o.d. exceed 
prescribed limits. No monitoring is 
done of gaseous emissions. There is 
no full-time safety officer, no safety 
group and no separate storage water 
for fire fighting. Ethylene oxide is 
I stored without a refrigeration sys¬ 
tem. Concentration of ethylene ox¬ 
ide, chlorine and hydrochloric.acid 
vapour in ambient air is not moni¬ 
tored from the point of view of 
toxicity. 

*■ Standard Mills (Chemical Division): 
Handles toxic chemicals like caustic 
soda lye, caustic potash lye, chlorine, 
ethyl chloride, carbon tetrachloride, 
hydrochloric acid, sulphuric acid and 
mercury. Hydrogen, which is a bypro¬ 
duct of electrolysis, constitutes a fire 
hazard. The company is reqbired' to 
monitor the level of mercury in the 
gdneral environment. There is no 
iafety group in the company. 

Deficiencies: The sulphuric acid 
storage tanks are not tested annual¬ 
ly. Pressure vessels are not tested by 
approved persons/agencies as per 
Rule 6S Maharashtra Factory 
Rules (MFR), 1963. The salt storage 
godown is in a corroded condition. 
There is no dyke around the hydroch*’ 
loric acid storage tanks. Flame-proof 
electrical fittings are not used in the 
cell house. 

Herdlllia Chemicals: Toxic chemicals 
handled are acetone, benzene, 
cumene, diacetone alcohol, phthahc 
anhydridemphenoi, sulphuric acid, 
hydrochloric acid and s^ium hydro- 



A'Bdmbay factory m fire 

xide. The first three constitute fire 
hazards. 

Effluent is not as per standard. 
Levels of d.o., b.o.d., c.o.d and pheno¬ 
lic compounds do not conform to 
standards prescribed. Gaseous emis¬ 
sions are not being monitored. These 
require to be done. 

Deficiencies detected include; 
benzene-propylene reaction in 
cumene piapt, which is exothermic in . 
nature, does not have an automatic 
control. Cuptene, which is an in¬ 
termediate piroduct of phenol, is tox¬ 
ic and highly inflammable in nature 
and is stored in large amounts. Ben¬ 
zene, which is toxic in nature and is 
inflammable, is not being monitored. 

The committee recommended re¬ 
moval of Kulkshot village situated 
beside the factory. Since highly 
hazardous processes are being car¬ 
ried out by Herdillia Chemicals it is 
advisable to move the village to a 
safe distance. 

Indian Explosives: Only hazardous 
chemical used is methanoL It has no 
fire tender. Effluent has a lot of foam 
which sometimes overflows from the 
tank. Emissions are not monitored 
from the toxicity point of view. All 
safety instructions are written only 
in English. Electrical switch room is 
not under positive pressure. The 
whole area should have flame-proof 
fitting as per standard of Zone-1, as 
plant is closed shed as per ISI stan¬ 
dard- No test reports of iressure 
vessels are maintained. 

,i * 

Indian Dyestuff Industry: Deals with 
sulphuric acid, acetic acid, chlorine, 
methanol, nitrobenzene, phenol, 


I'txbU© 'iitere.r* 

phthaljc atUiydridg Jilhieh jjre toxic 
and «cryioWitri4e •whiefe«i!rdnflamm- 
aSe-'*™' S&ffitffltTe?i&!!na"chlorine 
emission high from the aluminium 
chloride plant (ACF) and particulate 
matter, mainly aluminium oxide, re¬ 
leased from the plant. There is no 
regular training of operators, charg¬ 
ing of chlorine in the ACP is not done 
from a bank of cylinders. High cWor-- 
ine emission indicates inadecnaj^| 
performance of scrubbing.,jSy^;gS 
Structures in the ACP fqoeM 

a corroded conditiqtn, .y^'^Sr&om 
chlorosulphuric ^^d apd.ol(Bum stor¬ 
age tanks arq, .tprovided with 
scrubbers„.,^|tri)}^Kyi sulphate is 
stored in without adequate 

prot^iqn.- Benzene is not moni- 
to/re^, ‘ Oxides of nitrogen are not 
monitored at scrubbing vent of nitric 
^ acid. Spray driers are not provided 
with wet scrubbing systems. 

Century Rayon: Has a filament vis¬ 
cose plant with production of 34 
tyres per day and a tyre cord plant of 
■ 30 tyres perdayHazardous chemicals 
handled ace carbon disulphide,'suL-. 
phuric acid (9g%),.caustic'soda and 
during the proctess'' hydrogen 'sul-'' 
phide is also generated. Sulphur 
dioxide and carbon disulphide emis¬ 
sions are high. Risk analysis is not 
carried out during the manufactur¬ 
ing process. Dyke walls and flooring 
of sulphuric acid storage tanks do not 
have acid - proof lining. Hydrogen 
sulphide is not monitored in the 
.spinning section. 

Century Chemicals; Toxic and hazar¬ 
dous chemicals dealt with include 
caustic soda lye. chlorine and hyd¬ 
rochloric acid. There is no record 
maintained of inspection and testing 
of pressure vessels. Emergency drills 
are not conducted periodically for 
workers to make them fully .aware of 
procedures in case of chlorine leak¬ 
ing from storage tanks and tankers. 
Mercury level in the air is not moni¬ 
tored. Workers do not have personal 
protective equipment in the plant 
area. 

Dharamsi Morarjee: Deals with 98“o 
sulphuric acid, chlorosulphonic acid, 
oleum, liquid sulphui trioxide, alu¬ 
minium sulphate and also handles 
hydrochloric acid which is highly 
toxic. Committee found alumin sul¬ 
phate evaporators in open pans with¬ 
out any barricade and in a corroded 
condition. There is a lot of acidic 
spilling. General housekeeping in 
plant area is not good. Platform of 
sulphur melting section and molten 
sulphur storage tank is in a corroded 
condition. Dust level and fluorine in 
superphosphate plant appear high. 
There is no monitoring for particu¬ 
late matter in the air. They do not 
have a disaster plan. 
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Another Round of Terror 

i iWni] Tigers behind the killings, says Indian intelligence 

I 1*1 


movement suffered a 
I set Mdti .wfien two former Tamil 
UmtOT''Lm'Brai'iQp Front (TULF) 
MPs, M. Alw^sfujjd'd^^m and V. Thar- 
malingam wer'^T^lfitTni^ped and shot 
dead on 3 Septemhw•^^wo young 
men entered Alalasunodl^^m's house 
to request him to sign their^chia/f cter 
certificates. Alalasundaram wa^'^en 
kidnapped at gunpoint and whisked’ 
off in a car. On the way they stopped 
at a wedding where Mr Tharmaling- 
am was present. He was asked to 
come out and meet Mr Alalasundar¬ 
am who they said, was waiting, for 
him in the car. The hpUet-riddled 
bodies of the leaders were found 
. the next "d'ay. Shocks disbelief and 
dhjjer swept through not just Jaffna 
but also Madras. The two other TULF 
MFs living in Jaffna quickly went 
underground. The families of the two 
M^s, K. Thurairathinam and K. Ra- 
jalingam, have confirmed that they 
are safe though they will remain in 
hiding. 

What outraged the Tamils was that 
the killings were done by the mili¬ 
tants, whom they had come to love 
and respect. There was a huge turn¬ 
out for the funerals. Jleports from 
jnffna indicated that the attendance 
for Mr Tharmahngam’s funeral was 
second only to the Gandhi of Tamil 
Eelam, S.J.V. Chelvanayagam’s.For 
the first time, the Tamil masses 
raised anti-militant slogans Soon af¬ 
ter the incident the Sri Lanka gov* 
emment announced that the killings 
were the handiwork of the Libera¬ 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
The declaration was greeted scepti¬ 
cally as the,'Sfi Lanka government 
views theLTrE as a piajor threat and 
would do anything to discredit it. 
Talking to SimOAV the day after the 
killing, the TtlLF secretary general 
A. Amirthalingam said that it was the 
work of either the LTTE or the 
TELO. But it was clear that it was not 
the work of the Sri Lgnkan armed 
forces. Said'Mr Amirthalingam, “llie 
present situation in Jaffna is such 
that it is taipossible for the armed 
forces to'do such a'thing.” A Bristol 
universityprofessor who toqted Jaff¬ 
na recdritly als? told Stinuav that the 
army had been withdrawn The 
armed forces would not venture out 
as Jaffna is controlled hy the mili¬ 
tants. The killers also had to (hove 


around(picking up the victims. There 
was talk about the TEA (Tamil 
Eelam Army) led by Panarguda 
Maheshwaran being responsible for 
the crime But Tamil leaders reject 
this hypothesis as none of the small 
groups would date to ‘fly against 
public opinion ’ 

Indian intelligence agencies are 
positive that the killings were the 
work of the LTTE They believe that 
V. Pirabhakaran, leader of the LTTE 
who was prO.sent in Jaffna on that 
day, masterminded the operation. 
LTTC sources deny thaj,fji):al>h?kar-' 
an was in Jaifrti'bn 3 September but 
say that he was compelled to' cross 
ovei to Eelani'hhe dav the incident 
occurred as he wanted to Console the 
bereaved families Inquiries by Sun¬ 
day indicate that the killing was the 
work of the rebel elements of the 
LTTE who feared that the TULF was 



Alalasundaram and rharmalingam 
(right); victims 

bartering away Eelam foi a ‘watered 
down’ settlement. Pirafbakaran had 
gone to Jaffna the day after the 
incident to offer his condolences and 
to control certain sections of his 
organisation thatweretaking the law 
in their own hands Pirabakaran had 
been in Tamil Nadu since the Thim¬ 
phu talks began In the meantime, 
his “bovs” had been feeling 
threatened bv the “undesirable acti¬ 
vities” of the TULF. The attack on 
Tamil civilians in Trincomallee by 
the Sinhalese home guards provided 
Pirabbakaraii an opiiortunity to mas¬ 
termind a senes of ambushes and 
guerillla attacks in the eastern pro¬ 
vince 

The LTTE and the ENLF, have 
stated that none of its i onslituents— 
the TELO, rPRLF and EROS— were 
responsible for the killings. Mean- 


wlfjle, Amirthalingam said that the 
incident had taken the TULF by 
surprise. Said he, “We had worked so 
unitedly till now,” and feared that 
such activities would create dissen¬ 
sions within the Tamil ranks. He was, 
however, confident that the 
negotitions would continue in spite 
of the incident. 

The killing is probably a warning 
to the TULF and the PLOT that the 
militants would not tolerate any 
proposal that did not meet the 
aspirations of the Tamils: there were 
fears in the Tamil areas that the 
TULF and the PLOT were about to 
accept a settlement as they had been 
promised important positions. What 
made things worse was a news item 
that was published in The Island, a 
newspaper published from Colombo 
that the PLOT and the TULF had 
entered into a secret agreement with 
the government of Sri Lanka and ' 
that tliey would sign a settlement on 
September. Just two days before his 
death, Alalasundaram telephoned 
Amirthalingam informing him that j 
posters had appeared all over Jaffna 
saying that TULF leaders would 
meet the same fate as Longowal. 
The posters also referred to the de¬ 
portation incident which the mili¬ 
tants believed the TULF were 
responsible tor. 

The Indian government reacted 
swiftly to the “senseless killings” 
and expressed shock and distress. 
The killing has also achieved its 
purpose of injecting fear in the 
TULF and the PLOT. Even if they 
had intended to agree to dilute the 
proposals, they will now have to 
revise their strategy knowing that 
their lives are at stake. For the first 
time, the militants have vindicated 
the Sri Lankan government’s claim 
that they are terrorists and not free¬ 
dom fighters. The image of the Tamil 
militants as valiant freedom fighters 
has been tarnished. It is now embar¬ 
rassing for India to associate with the 
group. Naturally, India’s feelings will 
only harden against a group that 
makes a mockery of the peace pro¬ 
cess that It has initiated. Here too, 
they have played into the hands of 
the Sri Lankan government which 
has been trying to sour relations 
between India and the militants. It 
has also created an estrangement 
between the m'litants and the TUIJ*’ 
and between the LTTE and the 
ENLF 

By making martyrs out of the 
TULF leaders, the incident has given 
a new relevance to the TULF whidh 
had been ovenaken by the militants 
in terms of credibility sjnce the July 
1983 holocaust. The killings have 
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also angered the Tamil expatriate 
community which is the main source 
of funds to the militants. An out¬ 
raged representative of the Tamil 
expatriate community, while speak¬ 
ing toAmirthalingam from London 
on the phone said that his unit would 
stop the supply of funds to the group 
that was responsible for the incident. 
It has also shocked the Tamil masses. 
The guerrillas have been effective 


only because they have been able to 
camouflage themselves by mixing, 
with the people after a guerrilla 
operation. So far,' the militants as 
guerrilla fighters have weilded pow¬ 
er without responsiblity. They have 
now entered the realm of political 
realities. They must realise that to¬ 
day they are responsible to the 
masses. 

4fiMa Pniap, MmItm 


KERALA 

A Make-believe Crisis _ 

PM's involvement fails to end UDF stalemate 


D uring his recent three-day visit to 
Kerala Prime Minister Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s involvement in the crisis arising 
out of the Kerala Congress’s threat to 
puli out of the llDF (United Demo¬ 
cratic Front) unless its member, 
Balaknshna Pillai was reinducted 
into the ministry was very much on 
the cards. Although the PM main 
tamed that he did not want to be 
drawn into the problem and that it 
was an issue to be settled by the 
state’s chief minister, he assigned 
the Congress(I) general secretary 
G K Moopanar to “sort out the 
issue.” 

Kerala’s former electricity minis¬ 
ter Mr Pillai, had caused a lot of 
embarrassment to the state’s Con- 
gress(I) chief minister K. Karunakar- 
an when he said that a “Punjab type” 
agitation was necessary in Kerala to 
solve the state’s problems. Following 
this, a Congress activist started a 
court case against Mr Pillai. The 
court said that while the case was in 
progress it was only in the highest 
traditions of democracy that the 
minister should resign (Sunday 1-7 
September). However, as soon as the 
court dismissed the case, the Kerala 
Congress started pressurising the 
chief minister to reinduct the former 
minister 

Till the time of going to press 
thfe Kerala Congress whose participa-. 
tion is important as far as the 
strength of the Congress(l)-led UDF 
ministry is concerned, was yet to 
decide on its final Course of action. 
But apparently, neither the Congres- 
s(l) nor the Kerala Congress are 
prepared to make any compromise 
on the question of Mr Pillai’s read¬ 
mission as it has become a prestige 
issue for both. However, at this junc¬ 
ture the political necesseties guiding 
the two parties needs to be seen. 
The retired Supreme Court judge 


K.K. Mathew whose advice the CM 
had sought has, according to sources, 
sent the issue to the CM again. The 
Kerala Congress leaders feel that the 
chief minister is trying to evade a 
political issue by pointing out non 
existent legal complications. Mean¬ 
while the CPI(M) leader and MLA 
'Varkala Radhakrishnan has said that 
the very act of seeking advice from a 
retired Supreme Court judge is 
against the Constitution. Mr Radhak¬ 
rishnan pointed out that according to 
subsection seven of Clause 124 of the 
Constitution, a retired Supreme 
Court judge cannot plead in any 
legal matter or appear before any 
court of law in the country. Only 
advocates are allowed by the Advo¬ 
cates Act to offer legal advice; re¬ 
tired Supreme Court judges can only 
constitute commissions or tribunals, 
Mr Radhakrishnan added. 

Even as the legal complications are 
being discussed, it is evident that the 
chief minister will not bow down to 
pressure from the Kerala Congress. 



R.Baiakfl8)iiianttal 


The chief minister was only playing > 
for time so that the Kerala Con- ! 
grass’s anger would subside. ' 

the Kerala Congress has served an 
ultimatum saying that the chief 
minister should make his decision 
known by early September, the party , 
has nowhere to go if it pulls out qT | 
the UDF as the Left Front 4iks , 
already closed its doors for it. The 
Kerala Congress leaders,„yyho ha^ ^ 
over the years, shown ail“f(M^dM|r ' 
knack for survival by’fwl^cBiSjg f^i- 
tical umbrellas ap'op^iSqine mo¬ 
ments, cannot b'4 ^§yerted to bid 
farewell ta 'fheypDF and commit 
political liarf^tri. 

At tlm'.fhHe of going to press the 
I^pr^mXongress leaders were trying 
tp fevolve a sort of face-saving formu 
la, incidentally, something which the 
Congres.s(l) chief minister is also 
very good at. The chief minister 
would not go to the extent of saying 
“a direct no” to Balakrishna Pillai 
bu^ he is expected to take spm^ more 
time to decide the issiie^With the hel^i 
of the Governor, P. RamacH‘dffdf‘|,t‘- 

The opposition which' has beef)' ' 
riding high, thanks to the diisedl^^.n 
within the ruling frdn'f, has been 
launching tirades against a demor.4?; 
ised ruling front in the Assembly 
“What happened to your threat of 
not sitting in the Assembly from 3 
September without Pillai as minis¬ 
ter?” the Marxist leader M.V. flagha- 
van asked the Kerala Congress minis- 
teis who sat helplessly an^ 
shamefacedly hearing tl^is. On the 
other hand, the Indian Union Musl^ 
League has been trying tp paWY 
both the Congress(Jl) and the ^rg^a 
Congress leaders and chances ,are 
that they will impress upon the Kera¬ 
la Congress the need to continue in 
the ministry, come what may. 

Meanwhile, some opposition lead¬ 
ers like E.K. Nayanar (CPl(M) Baby 
John (RSP) and p. Viswambharan 
(Janata Party) met the Prime Minis¬ 
ter at the Kovalam ITDC hotel and 
submitted a memorandum of .coirup- 
tion charges against .ihree;of'the 
UDF ministers, ^r Srinivasan of the 
SRP, Balakrishna Pillai (Kerala Con¬ 
gress) and M.P. Gangadharam (Con- 
gress(I). According to sources, the 
PM asked them to approach the state 
anti-corruption bureau. Thp, opposi¬ 
tion leaders who spent 30 minutes 
with Mr Gandhi, said that.th^ bureau 
was meant to be an eygifjBsh and a 
body where even the word, eprrup- 
tion has not been defined properly. 

As for the wrangling tUQF Ban¬ 
ners, it seems that power will coni 
tinue to be the elixir forcing them tp 
forget political differences and cling 
on to each other. 

BlnooK.Mm,Tti¥midnm ^ , 
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Not lust Cricket 


Less TV coverage for Test matches 

btbh 


yef^^t^ng Doordarshan does or 
not do invariably leads to a 
vdfj^y'ci^njtests The latest instance 
being'Abe to discontinue a 

ball-by'DaUvit^^V^ge of the cur¬ 
rent Test series ^c!i^';w«)yed in Sri 
Lanka And befiofe' xn^sdurshan 
could proclaim the bb^^ilt. there 
was an avalanche of pi^t^n'^froR^ 
sports enthusiasts who excfaiw^ 
“That’s the end of direct telecast^ 
from Colombo!” Others who had 
been complaining that Doorda^rshan 
gives importance to only two sports, 
cricket and more cricket, heaved a 
sigh of relief Caught between the 
two, the Doordarshan came up x<l>fh<a 
,eomimang r^y* ir Xva$ a policy 
^^ebisinn made by Aie organisation 
'^ong With the information and 
broadcasting ministry and the de 
partment of education to provide a 
balanced coverage of all sports It 
also explained that from now on the 
doordarshan authorities Would rigid 
ly stdhere to the annual sports calen 
der drawn up by it iil consultation 
with sports federations 
The kind of television coverage 
prpvided for the month long tour of 
the 15 Indian test stars tb Sn Lapka 
wbwe they are to play three Tests, 
three one-day internationals and two 
threiia day fixtures, could well be the 
pattern which Dootdarshan will 
adopt far alt future tours 
The point that cricket lovers have 
missed completely while criticising 
the Doordarshan’s move, is that a 
direct telecast involves a large ex 
penditure Th^ jnnual budget of 
Doordarshan Tor purchasing televi 

Colombo Test In progress 


Sion rights and paying for satellite 
time is between Rs 20 and Rs 30 
lakhs This amount is earmarked for 
all the events in the calender which 
includes other sports like tennis, 
football and hockey as well as pre 
mier international sporting events 
like thg Olympics the Asian Games, 
the Wimbledon and the US Open 
Tennis Championships which Door 
dairshan has been telecasting live, for 
the last two years 
For the current one day interna 
eionals in Sri Lanka (which are being 
telecast live) Doordarshan had to pay 
Rs SIX lakhs in foreign exchange The 
cost of providing live coveiage for 
;the forthcoming three nation one 
-day internationals to be played in 
Sharjah in November would be even 
more prohibitive the coverage for 
the Sharjah matches could cost the 
Doordarshan over Rs 15 lakhs in 
foreign exchange Questioned, a 
Doordarshan official said “Cricket 
gets more than 75 per cent of sports 
tune on television and takes a major 
chunk of our budget for television 
rights Besides, who is interested in 
tedious five day matches anymore^” 
There are other reasons too behind 
the exclusion of the Sn Lanka Test 
matches on the live coverage list of 
1985 the Doordarshan’s newfound 
“sister organisation,” the All India 
Radio is broadcasting a live relay of 
the senes from Colombo Moreover, 
direct telecasts from Sn Lanka of 
such a long foreign tour would have 
disiupted the educational television 
programmes which are aired six days 
a week during the day Said J D 




Baweja, additional director-general 
of Doordarshan, “Television has be¬ 
come a very costly business We have 
adopted a policy which is followed by 
other broadcasting services includ 
ing the BBC Doordarshan receives a 
fixed budget for sports coverage and 
has to decide on its priorities for live 
coverage of foreign tours like the one 
in progress ” He added that the same 
pattern was likely to be followed for 
the forthcoming test series in Austra¬ 
lia though no decision had been 
taken as yet 

As far as first class cricket being 
played at home is concerned. Door 
darshan will have to decide whether 
It will be providing coverage for Test 
matches on the national network and 
also if It will include in it, the city 
where the Test match would be in 
progress There have been discus 
sums between the Board of Cricket 
Coiitrol m India and the Doordar 
shan directorate regarding discon 
tinulng live telecasts of the matches 
in the places where they would be 
played In most of the cricket playing 
nations, telecasts of Tests in the 
same city is allowed on either a 
deferred basis or only during the 
post noon session The cricket board 
had, during the last cricket season, 
protested that television had made a 
dent in gate collections specially in 
Bombay and Delhi where viewers 
preferred to sit and watch the game 
at home, instead of paying for watch 
mg It from the stands The same 
question came up during the Davis 
Cup quarter finals between India 
and Sweden in Bangalore in the first 
week of August 

The All India Lawn Tennis Asso 
ciation had demanded that Doordar 
shan exclude Bangalore during the 
direct telecast of the tie on the 
national hook up Doordarshan had 
then argued that the telecast in 
Bangalore would not have any effect 
on the gate mbney collection since 
most of the 8,000 seats at the KSLTA 
stadium were booked even before 
the matches could begin Finally, the 
tennis match did thrill millions all 
over the country, including the view 
ers of Bangalore Likewise, the ex 

g nsive coverage of the 25th World 
nateur Billiards Championships 
played in New Delhi in July and 
August this year was also an indica¬ 
tion that there would be a greater 
variety of sports coverage on televi¬ 
sion including offbeat events like 
cycling, skating and gymnastics 
Cricket, which will receive selective 
coverage at the most suitable time- 
slot inspite of these changes,would 
still remain at the top of me sports 
charts for Doordarshan 
AMu Sw*i, mew OMM 
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BIHAR 


A Parting of Ways 

The CM turns against his mentor, Dr Mishra 



Jagannath Miihra (left) and BIndeswan Dubev in happier times 


I t was an extraordinary somersault 
five months after being chosen by 
the Congress!I) to succeed Chandra 
Shekhar Singh as chief minister of 
Bihar, Bindeswari Dubey has parted 
ways with the man who was responsi 
ble for his choice Dr Jagannath 
Mishra And with Chandra Shekhar 
Singh and Dr Mishra both aligned 
against Dubey, their estrangement 
seems complete 

For the chief minister, the parting 
mUst have been painful But he hard 
ly had a choice The centre had told 
him not to depend too much on Dr 
Mishra despite his political clout in 
the state Dr Mishra's own followers 
are convinced that the centre wants 
to see his wings clipped And after 
the humiliation of their leader at the 
hands of Mr Dubey, they are very 
sore They would rather work for 
ChandraShekhar Singh than the pre 
sent chief ministei, they protest All 
Dr Mishra’s men whom Mr Dubey 
had recruited for key posts in his 
secretariat were ousted Mantresl^ 
war Jha, a supporter of Dr Mishra, 
who was made the CM’s princiipal 
secretary, was transferred to the cen 
tral cadre But the man who received 
the worst treatment was Dr Mishra 
himself he was ignored in the imple 
mentatiop of the 20 point program 
me in his own district, Madhubani 
Jagannath Mishra’s lieutenant, 
Kamalnath Singh Thakur, told Sun 
DAY that he would still like the two 
leaders to work together since a 
tug-of-war between the two could 
weaken the party Ironically, he too 


was not spared by Mr Dubey who 
asked him to give up the chair 
manship of the state’s film develop 
ment corporation on the pretext that 
the CM was against having MPs or 
legislators as heads pf corporations 
and hoards But the CM did allov) 
some MPs and legislators who were 
against Dr Mishra to hold similar 
positions 

Mr Dubey is aware of Di Mishra’s 
popularity among the Muslims One 
of his first decisions as the chief 
minister in 1980 was to accord the 
“second official status” to the Urdu 
language in Bihar Besides, he had 
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UtterpsMh 

set up a minority'''fiManw*sSeyeiop- j 
ment corporation and published the , 
judicial comflltsslbn’^ reiport on the 
Jamshedpur riots of 1979.And to 
erode his base among the Muslims, 
Mr Dubey deliberately rejected the , 
candidature of a Muslim, Fida Hus- j 
sainansan, who was to have headed 
the state handloom corporguon on 
the same plea, that MPs a^ legisla¬ 
tors should not hold sucn positions 
Amidst these developments, 
Mahendra Mohan Mishra, a Rajya 
Sabha membi/and friend of Chan¬ 
dra Shekh^^ingh, had a series of 
talks Dr Mishra Pohtical obser- 
vei[s here feel that the meeting was 
j>ot vnthout significance “There is a 
sectipn of central leaders including 
at least two of the Prime Minister’s 
aides whp still prefer Chandra 
Shekhar Singh to Dubey, then why 
not support Singh against Dubey?” 
asked a senior Congress!!) MLC In 
etdentally, Mr Snjgh^wijj complete 
hfi' tehure in the Union cabinet as 
minister ot state ffir textiles 'Oil 30 
Septeniher as soon as he completes 
his SIX months without being a 
ber of either of the two houses of the 
Parliament In case no one vacates a 
seat for him in the Rajya Sabha, ^e 
centre is likely to “nominate” him 
for the positipn of the Bihar PCC(l) 
chief and consequently make him the 
chief minister again 
However, copsidermg the party 
high command’s attitude towards Dr 
Mishra, the new developments in the 
state which are apparently gblhg 
against the CM might actually be a 
“doze of oxygen" for him as he hhs k 
better chance to survive in politics 
with the centre’s partonage which 
necessitates a break up with the 
(‘super chief minister ” 

Viitera/ OMmin, PatoM 


The Fight for Survivil . 

Poorfisheraien p'rote$t againstexploitdtion bytich'^ 
companies 


F or the traditional f^hermen ip ^ 
area, the coastal legions of^praia 
was a happy-hunting ground 
was enoii^ £i$h to be caugljR^ ana- 
enough mbney to be made ’" liiV 
two square meals a day Life, though 
always difficult, was never depresi- 
ing But recently, their catph has- 
been falling drastically, so mvfch so 
that they are likely to lose their 
livelihood The mam reason for thia 
IS the activities of the rich and xe- 
sourceful fishermen in the area who 
with their sophisticated methods, 
have bPen systematically expleiting 


the “fish resources “ Thir^wy' led to 
overfishing They also use'xlkyd npts 
purse seme nets whh dt si astroy * 
fish colonies ' 

Naturally, the pgilirfishemenhave 
started an agitatlotr»* • When the 
agitation developed into B cwfronta 
non between the rich fishing com¬ 
panies and the traditional fishermen, 
the government appointed the A G 
Kaiawar Commission to Siftdy the 
problems faced by the ■fisherroqn 
The Ciomniission recommended, 
e The reduction in the number of 
trawl boats from 3,000 to 14«45 
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during tlie mon- 
■soww i te brrestrtcted to the daytime 
and beyond the depth of 20 metres 
Only trammel nets were to be used 
by traditional fishermen to catch 
^stomps within the 20 metre-deep 

% 4 t^striction in the number of 
canoes (to 2 , 200 ) in order 
to heIp^G|)^ 0 ^maller fishermen 
The government had 

accepted the report but it has not 
implemented an’^^^ the recom 
mendations Said Fr lal^as Kocher 
ry, leader of the poor iaBhermen 
“The government as usu^^ade 
some promises but nothing has be^n 
done These poor fishermen are,! 
being exploited But it would be 
wrong to see this (the agitation by 
the poor fishermen) as a movement 
of the Catholic church While it is 
irue that priests and nuns are in 


volved, there are many others too 
who pare involved 


r. Wiah the' government failing to 
lakb any concrete steps, the poor 
fwhermen have taken to the streets 
again And it is here that they have 
faced opposition from the owners of 
Aotomsed boats In Quilon, for exam 
pie. a procession led by Fr Thomas 
Kocherfy was obstructed bv the rich 
fishermen In fact, any move by the 
government to help the poor fisher 
men is likely to be opposed by the 
neh fishermen who export a large 
part of their catch The fishermen’s 
grouse IS that though a matoritv of 
tiiem/.are Chnsnans, the poliiicallv 
powerful church has not done much 
boT them primarily because the 
church IS often controlled by the rich 
wtth vested interests Thus the 



A Kerala flsherman 


priests and nuns who champion the 
cause of the fishermen often have to 
cross swords with the bishops In 
fact, when the agitation posed a 
major problem to the government, 
the bishops ordered the priests not to 
participate in the agitation of the 
hshermen But Fr Kocherry did not 
bow down In the November 1984 
issue of Theerdshabdam (The Voice 


of the Coast), he lashed out at the 
bishops saying that the aim of the 
agitation, especially the hunger 
stnkes, was not death “Did not Jesus 
Christ go to Jerusalem knowing full 
well that death awaited him? It is 
this sort of sacrifice that all Christ¬ 
ians should follow “ 

The new radical priests and nuns 
are fighting against the conservative 
church as well as the government Fr 
Joseph Maria, a parish pnest of 
Marianad, 25 km from Trivandrum, 
even tried to disrupt the working of 
the fishermen’s cooperatives in the 
area organised by the Programme for 
Community Organisation Centre 
(PCO) The church which has always 
acted as the pation and middleman 
of the poor fishermen, lesents the 
fact that the cooperatives have 
usurped their role Said Eugene 
Coulas of the PCO, “The church has 
not lifted a finger to remove the 
everyday pioblems of the fishermen 
It has used the people foi strengthen 
ing itself and for achieving political 
gain ” If such cooperatives thiive, il 
will be against the inteiesl of the 
church which has e\ eii been collect 
ing taxes fiom tht fisheimeii’ 

The govei nmeiu is yet to lake any 
action but it is hoped that theie will 
be some sort of settlement soon The 
traditional fishetmen are deter 
mined they aie not going to lot 
Icadafamma(mother sea) become the 
preserve of trawleis As Di UK 
Gopalan of the Institute of 
Oceanography remarks “If the situa 
tion continues, fishermen will be 
come extinct even before the fish 
resources become extinct *’ 


Umo K. Mm, THnmdnm 


TAMll NADU 


Retupn of the OrowiiHiiilier. 




the 

'"iJec?et8ry of thr AtADKttf liy chief 
M5 g. RamechandtOh (yih- 
dieafiog the SUKttAV report |>ttb- 
Jlkhhif W ^5 August) Thou^ the 
reihstateaisnt order was signed 
pirW general-'secretary 8, Jteghava- 
naddain; ftei’e Is no dpubt m, 
pn'^^'i^d that tlw'deciaihn 

by MGR bim$ejl. 
was forded (6 'subndt 
K^gnati^m ytdten she adnoyed 
. JR M t)veit9beppin$ hat pro- 
’ JiWts by ctltlcis^ 

r^iiMe^Il for ousting. N.x. Rama 
RadWAdgust 1984 ^ pRiciol 
feo8lW'ft>i?®eI' tesignetloji was the 
^ nid down byidCrR that 

wbifld b(& en^d 


only one post. As the order $1811 
stands, one wonders whether 
Jayalalitha will new be asked to 
resign firom the RejM SaUie- it is 
just the sort of diingIdGR would do 
to dip her wings hi die woke of 
reports about ber omi-MGR actiw 
ties’in {>el^ As an AlAUSdK HOP, 
Jfqrahdftlui has reason to go n> 
DdDd quite Often. By forcing her to 
reefgn from the Rabl^ MGtt 
woiud be able to murtire that the 
loses her important foothdld in 
Delbf. 

Ak stated earner, the reason why 
MGR reinshited JayalaUtha as 
’ * t^etmy is his need 

a can^sagnw taiwdrwur 


crowds ht the „. . 


held on 18 October. The other fac- 
tm is that, with Jayalalitha in a 
prominent position he can maintain 
a fine balance by keeping everyone 
on tenterhooks about her—the di- 
^de and rule policy—m which 
mgr eacels, In die absence of 
Jayahdttho, supporters of informa- 
dim mimster RAI.‘Veerappan had 
begun projecttiu hnn os the heir 
apparent to The CM, no 
doubt, took pleasure in this see saw 
game. Along with Jayalalitha’s 
elevation come MGR’S decision to 
divert Veerm>pan of the informa 
tion portfolio, wlqch he had held 
ever smOe MGR assumed power in 
t977. 









Ananda Margis performing the Tandara ISrlha withbuman sikulk on a (street In Calrotta 4i>«ok cnanMrty 


ANANDAMARGIS Z 

A Plot to Kill Jyotf B»su' 

Security measures for West Bengal CM are tightened 


^Ananda Marg plot to kill Jyoti 
MSasu” screamed the headlines 
of Calcutta’s newspapers on the 
morning of 27 August 1985. The 
dailies mentioned that the Left Frotit 
chairman, Saroj Mukherjee, quoting 
an intelligence report, had said that 
the Ananda Marg had hatched a plot 
in Nalanda, Bihar, to assassinate the 
West Bengal chief minister during 
one of his visits to Delhi. Reacting 
swiftly, the Ananda Marg, filed a 
defamation suit against the Left 
Front chairman. Said Acharya Sai' 
vatmananda, the general secretary 
(administration) of the Ananda Marg 
Praebarak Sangha, “It is a deep- 
’ roofed conspiracy, to kill the Anandd ~ 
^yfargiB on a bigger scale than 30 
April 1982 (when a number of Anan¬ 
da Margis were killed at Kasba, Cal¬ 
cutta, by irate mobs).” 

Accoraing to central intelligence 
sources, the Margis have been plan¬ 
ning to assassinate Jyoti Basu since 
the early Seventies, Their hit list, 
prepared some time ih June 1981 had 
Mr Basu’si^ame in it. That mdnth, the 
West Bengal govenuneiit uncovered 
the plot following a tip-off by the 
authorities in Bihar. The Marg’s run¬ 
ning battle with the West Bei^al I 
government, and Mr Basu in particu¬ 
lar, began after an incident in Puru- 
lia in March 1967, when Jyoti Basu 
was the deputy CM in the ruling 
United Front government. Hie Anan- 


Margis also moved into the neigh¬ 
bouring villages, driving out the resi¬ 
dents and constructing their own 
buildings. When the villagers inter¬ 
vened, they were beaten up and their 
belongings’ looted. . 

On the morning of 5 March 1967, 
thousands of villagers gathered in 
front of the. Marg offices in Purulia, 
shouting, “We want the Anandamur- 
tiji’s (the head of the Marg, P.R. 
Sarkar) head!” In the clash which 
followed, five avadhoots (members 
of the Marg) were killed. P.R. Sarkar, 
however, managed to escape with his 
family. Later, t.he Margis alleged that 
the..CPJ(M) was behind the attack. ^ 

' Relations Between the CPI(M) and”’ 
the Ananda Marg have deteriorated 
even further,' to intelli¬ 

gence sources violent incidents have 
been taking place frequently with 
the Amra Bangali, the political wing 
of the Ananda Marg, not giving up 
theii’^ursuit of parochial aims.” Tlje 
(2fntrgl, Bureau of lnvestlgati4n 
(^1) and the: Intelligence Bureau 
(]m) have, kept a clbsfe watch bn. the 
dbtiidties of the. organisation. Some¬ 
time in.Api11 1971, six. Margis 
had left the organisation were mur¬ 
dered in the jungles near Jas^hed- 
pur, Soon after, 30 more At^^nda 
Margis were killed. Uma Sarkai^t^e 
wife of Anandamurtiji, who had been 
kept^ in the dark about the murders 
was shocked when at the Dharma 
Maha Chalva of 1971 she heard .of 
afierward{i*.ghs_j 


along'with AtiandaDnitfriji’s secret¬ 
ary, Vishokananda (who Abtulfya 
Sarvatmananda now'alleges was a 
CBI agent) and-a--few oth'ef 
avadhoots. left the Organisation after 
a heated argument with P.R. Sarkar. 
At the end of the year, on 29 Decem¬ 
ber 1971, Anandamurtiji was 
arrested. He was charged with con¬ 
spiring to overthrow the government 
and abetting the murder of six deser¬ 
ters. Later, he was sentenced-to life 
imprisonment. 

The Margis, hearing what had hap¬ 
pened to their leader, went berserk, 
in an effort to secure Sarkar's re> 
lease they often resorted to extrem¬ 
ist methods. Indian diplomatSi fore¬ 
ign missions and other offices abroad 
became their prime targets. Accord¬ 
ing to the Australian police, the 
Margis were involved in the eiqilo- 
sion outside the Hilton hotel, Syd¬ 
ney, where Morarji Desai was staying 
du»ag the Commonwealth Heads of 
Gbbemment meet in February 1978. 
Attempts were also th« life 

dr ws uandhi; on 1 Jabnaiy tSBO. 
when she was to addCj^'Afi ele^on 
meeting *dt Ranchi, and again in 
August 1981 at Delhi. BotH.’the plots 
were foiled. The Margis were also 
involved in the assassinatiph of the 
former union railway minister, L.N. 
and the abortive atteh^t on 
life bf the fpnner Chief Justice of 
In'dih,'*. A.N. Ray. Meanwhile, the 
Marg engaged emiheht lawyers like 
Sankardas Banerjee, Asoke Sen, 
Nageswar Prasad and Ram JethniUa- 
ni to secure the Marg chief’s release. 
And, in October 1978, the Pgtria High 
Coun finally, acquitted Sarkar’. .. 

In West Bengal, the increasing ten¬ 
sion between the Margis md the 
.CPJ(M) supporters culmiaate d Jh the 
Kasba mas&acce 4Ui.,3ULJipril 1982 


da Marg had been donated a SOO-acre 
plbtin Puniliahy alobjj^ja. Butting, j the dedt^f..^Spon 
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where 17 Ananda Margis, including 
two women, were brutally ki lied 
by irate mobs at different places in 
Kasba, Calcutta, within a kilometre 
of the Marg’s global headquarters at 
tdHiljala. The mobs were incited, it is 
'telieved, by a CP1(M) leader of the 
areifftfter rumours were heard that 
the Mat^«>were lifting children from 
the streets'flS-Calcutta. The incident 
created considtft^ble embarrassment 
for the Left Frortt-^since it involved 
the CPI(M). Intelhgbntle agencies in¬ 
vestigating the incident! later men¬ 
tioned in their reports that the Anan- 
da Margis in India and abroad''t«ere 
“agitated over the massacre.” The 
report went on to add, “The militant 
sections of the Ananda Marg have 


S ince 1980 the Chinese have been 
taking a special interest m norma¬ 
lising relations with India There 
have been several rounds of official 
or diplomatic level talks between the 
two countries for this purpose But 
the talks have hardly yielded an> 
result because the border dispute 
between the two countries have re¬ 
mained a stumbling block in the 
normalisation of relations. The re¬ 
cent announcement, however, that 
the sixth round of Sino-Indian offi- 
cial level talks will be held in New 
Delhi from 4 November to 11 Novem¬ 
ber is of greater import! Prime Minis¬ 
ter Rajiv Gandhi and his Chinese 
counteipartZao Ziang will meet in 
New York'In October to attend the 
UN General Assembly session even 
before the t^alks begin m Delhi; 

,On 1 Xpril this year, when the two 
respective enthe^Slgs in fieijmg and 
New De,lhi celebrated the 35th 
anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the two 
countries, the Chinese PM in a mes¬ 
sage to his Indian counterpart, said 
that country would like to wprk 
together witl^ In^ja towards “restor¬ 
ing,^I^p^JiuSian relations to the level 
comparable tp that of the 1950s”' an 
obvious reference to the Hindi Chini 
bhai bifai days 

Htrirever, the Chinese have never 
been, ^mte’ happy with the official 
level talks for the simple reason that 
the delegates have a limited scope. 
Recently, the Indian Prime 'Minister 
ordered'a review of 5ino<lndian reia- 
tioas to frame' a'long-term policy to 


m i r j d iimgtn *rtiMwi»ii* 4 vw 

now been advocating the need for 
violent retaliatory action against the 
CPI(M) leaders including the chief 
minister of West Bengal.” 

Acharya Sarvatmananda refuted 
the allegations regarding the plot to 
assassinate Jyoti Basu. He ruled out 
the question of a plot being hatched 
at Nalanda since “it is our weakest 
base. There has been a slander cam¬ 
paign against us by the government, 
which fears our ideology.” The three 
Margis who were implicated in the 
Hotel Hilton incident have been ac¬ 
quitted, said the Acharya. As regards 
the plot to kill Mrs Gandhi, one 
Ananda Margi was arrested in Bihar 
and taken to Delhi, he said. I^e 
avadhoot was kept in Tihar jail and 


deal with different developments, 
and the suggestions from the Chinese 
side to which India has been, of late, 
reacting. This became necessary 
when It was seen that inspite of the 
growing interest that the Chinese 
leadership has been showing -for In¬ 
dia, Sino-Indian relations have not 
improved sufficiently. During the 
five rounds of official level talks, the 
Chinese have tried to keep the bor¬ 
der dispute issue out while trying to 
make a headway in other areas. The 
Indian diplomats at the talks, howev¬ 
er, have thought differently. 

These talks break up into four 
sub-groups after the plenary sessions 
to take up separately, the issues of 
the border dispute, cultural coopiem- 
tion, scientfic and technoIegical"ex- 
changes, and the questioh 'bf 'prop¬ 
erties and assets (taRbh up in 1962), 
respectively. The Indians attach as 
much importance to the first sub¬ 
group as the Chinese to the others. 
But It is the Chinese who have been 
successful: frequent delegations 
have come to India to enlumce tfade 
between the tWo coiUitries the 
border dispute still remains to be 
solved. The Chinese minister fbr 
metallurgical industries was raeently 
here to explore the possibility of 
using Guan ore for the Chinese steel 
millsj Besides this a Chinese delega¬ 
tion has visited New Delhi to share 
the expertise of the Indian exports 
council (Sunday 1-7 September). A 
few years ago, the Chinese had also 
approached the Indian hotel industry 
t» Share its knowhow.'' • «' 

•While China has realised' that no 


an attempt was made by the CBI to 
make him turn approver and ail tha 
charges have been proved baseless. 
“The CBI has lost every case against 
us,” said Acharya Sasvatmanmda. 

Following the report in the papers, 
security for the CM has been tight¬ 
ened. According to the commissioner 
of police, B.K. Basu, security arrange¬ 
ments for the CM are being “streng¬ 
thened.” Entry into the protected 
area of Writers building has been 
restricted further and specially 
trained plainclothesmen have been 
deputed to throw a ring round the 
chief minister whenever he goes out 
to attend a meeting. 

Mmiry Jaeab, CMnrtto 


amount of talks at the lower level 
will jdield any result towards norma¬ 
lisation of relations as long as the 
border dispute remains, no Chinese 
■leader in command in Beijing has 
visUad India. It is natural for the 
Chinese premier to want to make a 
visit to India. At the same time, the 
Chinese value protocol: It is the 
Indian PM's turn now to visit (after 
Zhou En Lai visited India in 1960 no 
Indian PM returned the visit). Infact, 
the Chinese have already invited Mr 
Gandhi three times. 

The Chinese premier told the Indi- 
anambassadorK.P.S. Menon that Chi¬ 
na wants to develop its relations with 
all its neighbours including India. 
But this cannot be acceptable as long 
as China attempts to extend its coop¬ 
eration to Nepal and increase its 
influence in Pakistan by widening 
the Karakoram Highway India will 
remain suspicious. Ironically, since 
1980, India’s peaceful intentions 
have been appreciated by the 
Chinese leadership. Nothing has con¬ 
vinced. China more about India’s 
••friendly intentions than the sincerity 
with which India has dismissed sug¬ 
gestions from different foreign agen¬ 
cies to instigate trouble in Tibet. 

India still does not feel that the 
time is ripe for Rajiv Gandhi to visit 
China and, this is all the more reason 
why -die meeting^of the two PMs in 
New.Yedc is gding.to evince interest 
•in the! diidotnatic circles. AU the 
same^hinawetehers are of thn opin¬ 
ion that the meeting in New York 
and the sixth round of talks in 
November is going to alter thecourse 
of the now four-year-long normalisa¬ 
tion efforts which have not even 
been able to explain why the border 
at Nathula Heists in Sikkiin should 
continue to have .an elaborate net- 
.woric of fortifications on .both the 
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STOCK MARKETS 

Government Plays Bear 

Prices fall but optimism fails to soar 



reduced and issue expenses have I 
been pegged. | 

Predictably, stock brokers are 
sore. For over a decade, many of 
them have built up large networksof < | 
sub-brokers in semi-urban anctrUElil i 
areas. One apprehension is that as a | 
I result of the drastic cur^tadment in ' 


O ver the last few months the gov¬ 
ernment and the stock exchange 
authorities have been using every 
weapon in their arsenal to bring 
down share prices. Steps taken in¬ 
cluded imposition of stiff margins 
ranging from 40 per cent to even 100 
. per cent, banning of trading in some 
I scrips and intermittent unloading of 
I shares by financial institutions 
But when all these steps failed to 
I curb the rising trend in share prices, 

I *the government used»its- ultimate' j 
I weapon: massive^unloading of shares 
' amounting to an estimated .Rs.lOO, 
crores by the public financial institu¬ 
tions. The operation began mv 12 
August and was at its peak for about i 
a week from 16 August. Sporadic 
unloading continued till end-August. 

I This gigantic operation was under- 
I taken by the institutions with 
vengeance with the clear objective of 
pulling share prices down. Stock- 
I brokers at major exchanges were 


bring down share prices has induced 
nervous selling by investors and it is 
difficult to find buyers even at this 
low level of prices,” bemoans an 
old-timer in Lyons Range, Calcutta. 
The market sentiment is that while 
the possibility of a “few shares” 
getting higher priced “cannot be 
ruled out,” this kind of massive op¬ 
eration to bring down share prices 
was “absolutely uncalled for.” 

Not only this, the new guidelines 
issued by the Controller of Capital 
Issues in respect of the public and I 
rights issues of shares and deberr' 
tures have been resented by the 
stockbroking fraternity. Under these 
revised guidelines—which are man¬ 
datory in all but name—underwrit¬ 
ing commission has been slashed, 
payment of mailing expenses and 
incentives has been totally banned 
and supply of stationery (e.g. ap 
plication forms and prospectuses) to 
sharebrokers has been drastically 


the supply of statiopgty, stockbrok¬ 
ers will not be ableao supply applies- ' 
tion forms to Jjieir sub-brokers and 
consequently- the sub-broker net- ] 
work wiU collapse. Also, no mailing 
will bp possible to clients. A likely 
fallout feared is that prospective new 
-entrants to the capital market will 
divert their funds elsewhere and get¬ 
ting them back into the corporate 
finance fold subsequently will be 
extremely difficult. Inevitably, the 
kind of restrictions imposed will only 
give rise to undesirable practices. 

, ls.,th^e for joven»Bien**,to 

tinker withT Iree mark^ fifredSf In , 
respect of stock and capital markets? ^ 
On the one hand, the govemoidpt 
talks of removing controls and on ^e. | 
other. It interferes with free market 
forces in precisely those areas where i 
such interference is least called, for. i 
In the process, the growing capital ' 
and investment market in the coun¬ 
try might well get irretrievably dam¬ 
aged. 


instructed to sell without any lower 
ceiling on prtces. The Objective has, 
in fact, been achieved, given that the 
Economic Times share hide* col¬ 
lapsed from 519.1 on 7* August to 
431.8 on 4 September 1985, a record 
drop of 17 per cent in only 28 days. 

Obviously, the government felt 
that the stock markets were overhe¬ 
ated and therefore needed correc¬ 
tion. It apprehended that should a 
crash occurs investors as a whole— 
and thus the public- imerest**->will 
buffer, in turn adversely affecting 
the investment climate. This may-or 
may not have happened >but, para¬ 
doxically, the massive unloading of 
shares by financial institutions 
seems to have boomeranged. Instead 
of buUcfing up investor confidence, it 
has shaken.it. . '' < 

The moot'tjoestion. is: were'the 
' stade uuRkets mjndia really overhe¬ 
ated or wete share ptioiBS. only trying 
to seek theirtrue le'vel imthe wakeof 
abolition of. estate duty, a:edu6tio« of 
wealth tax rates and liberalisation 
policies announced by the govern¬ 
ment? The backdrop is that yields on 
shares in India are still- far lower 
than in developed markets. Many 
stockbrokers feel that before atten^- 
ting to poll down share prices artifi¬ 
cially/ a oomparative-study of-yields 
should have been made. “This xlum^ 
ay acmiapt of the -^evetam^tato 

« j I T If 


I «urtailed-.The remuneration allowed 

,10 merchant bankers has also been A Special Cerreepondent 
■BANKING ■ 

Blow Hot, Blow Cold 

Officers threaten to strike but agree to talk 


O n 30 August, bank officeis’ repre¬ 
sentatives began negotiations 
..igith finance minister V. P Singh to 
sort out a gamut of issues on which 
they have been agitating lor some 
time. Agreeing to sit down for discus¬ 
sions is in itself a comedown for the 
militant officers who were blazing 
fire and brimstone not too long ago. 
., This volte face occurred on the 
heals-iol the, bank otficers’ strike on 
„i3 August. The All-India 

Confederation of Bank Officers’ 
Organisations (AICOBOO) suddenly 
I turned soft at its conference con- 
' eluded in Madras on 19 August and 
I adopted a resolution “appreciating 
the gesture” of union finance minis¬ 
ter V.P. Singh in “agreeing to hold 
discussions with an open mind” with 
its representatives. But the AICO¬ 
BOO general body, also blew hot in 
the same breath and authorised the 
. executivei.committee “to- take 


appropriate decisions for any action 
including an indefinite strike” 
should talks with the finance minis¬ 
ter not yield “satisfactory results.” 

It, therefore, sdOms irkely that 
bank officers and the government 
are heading for a confrontation in 
the coming months unless, of course, 
the finance minister concedes their 
demands. These relate not only to 
the revision of the wage structure 
but also to bonus, pension, a five-day 
wfeek for banks, restructuririg of in¬ 
dustrial relations Between the Indian 
Banks' Association and AlCOB'OO, 
parity in terms and condfdons of 
service for private sector bank Wfic- 
ers and a comprehensive industrial 
relations law for management and 
professional employees. The AICO¬ 
BOO, along with two other onganisa- 
tions>-the All-India Bank Officers’ 
Association (AIBOA) and the Indian 
National Bank -Officers’, Congress 
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PttbNc sector bonks; tiistonwr service takes a back-seal 


(INtiOO—are seemingly determined 
to "re''or4 their protest” against 
alleged delay and indecision on the 
part of the union government in 
redressing their grievances Unfortu 
nately, the situation has been 
allowed to drift to such an extent 
that officers are militating in terms 
of “an indefinite strike” to press 
their demands 

As It IS, the strike on 13 August 
caused immense inconvenience to 
the public all over the country Bank 
mg activity wa^ virti^ally paralysed 
because officers of private sector, 
cooperative and foreign banks also 
joined the strike Clearing opera 
tions in the Reserve Bank were sus 
pended, too The vice president of 
AICOBOO, S R Sengupta, described 
the strike as “the spontaneous man 
ifestation of bank officers’ grie 
vances against the arbitrary policy 
being pursuod by the central govt^ 
ment in regari^ tho unplementa 
tkm of thetf revised pay structure " 
The Vice-president of the All India 
State Bank Officers’ Association, 
Ardhendu Chaudhury, congratulated 
the striking officers and warned 
“Let the government take the correct 
message from it and act according 
ly." According to this association, 
granting wage revision to 63 lakh 
clerical bank employees with effect 
from 1 |uly, 198^ on the one hand 
and forcing 2 lakh officers to accept a 
unilateral wage settlement from only 
1 July, 1984 on the other was an 
“open display of step-motherly treat 
ment ” 

Incidentally, recently the Singa 
pore government has stroi^ly cnti 
ctsed the three Indian banks opernt 
ing there, viz, Indign ^anik, Indian 


Overseas Bank and United Commer recognise that there 
cial Bank, for giving wage increases dissatisfaction all aroi 
to their staff, ranging from Rs 80 to working of public sectoi 
Rs 133 Ong Teng Cheong, second service has worsened 
deputy prime minister and secretary abysmal 
generalof the government sponsoied Tne successful imple 
National Trade Union Congress of the Seventh Five Ye 
Singapore, observed causticallv that depend to a large e; 
these banks have acted “shameless discipline and dedicai 
ly” by increasing the wages of their who work in the nation 
officers Using strong words, he said atmosphere of hostility 
that “if the managements of these in the banking sector is 
banks do not wake Up quickly and conducive to its effici 
make good the serious error of judg mg Hopefully, the talk' 
joient they have committed and con 30 August will break i 
tinue to be irresponsible and un 

thinking, then the entire labour If- A Vmnkattmtrm, Cafe 
INDUSTRY 

Forward Policy on the 
Anvil? _ 

The 1Q56 tesolution is no longer sacrosanct 


maVement m Singapore would have 
to teach them i lesson the hard way.” 
He “hoped” that these banks would 
reconsider their decision “before it 
was too late ” 

The backdrop to this is that the : 
National Wage Council had recom- I 
mended a three to seven per cent nse ! 
in wages but the Singapore Bank i 
Employees Union decided not to i 
accept this offer because of the 
downturn in the country’s economy 
By unilaterally making higher pay 
ments to executives and officers, the 
Indian banks have invited criticism 
for “mocking at the junior cadres 
who have so selflessly consented to 
forego theirs ” 

In India, though, the interests of 
the national economy are seldom—if 
ever—given selfless consideration 
before agitations are launched by 
trade unions The three bank offic 
ers’ organisations would do well to 
mull over the happenings in Singa 
pore They would also do well tc 
recognise that there is increasing 
dissatisfaction all around with the 
working of public sector banks where 
service has worsened from bad to 
abysmal 

Tne successful implementation of 
the Seventh Five Year Plan will 
depend to a large extent on the 
discipline and dedication of those 
who work in the nation’s banks The 
atmosphere of hostility that prevails 
in the banking sector is certainly not 
conducive to its efficient function 
mg Hopefully, the talks begun on 
30 August will break the ice 

It. J. VmnkaftwMnm, Cs lc u t to 


Iqdustry has always complained that 
•government policies are unptedict 
Sible and ephemeral It iS impossible 
to prpriici, so runs its lament, as to 
whw.whim 01 fancy might cause a 
certain duective to be changed, 
affecting the well Igtd out plans of an 
entr^rctiLiir Industry has also often 
chi^d at the wide ranging—often 
’uBmi^i'cted—changes which come 
aboMt when the Five Year Plans are 
dr^wn up 

Pei haps, as a response to, such 
criticism, w may be m’lceep 

yiy "wuh his attempts at hbdrahsa 


tion, the Pnme Minister has asked 
the industries mmistry to study the 
ieasibihty of having a ten to twenty i 
year “forward plan ” This, he be¬ 
lieves, would bring about a sembl¬ 
ance of stability m industry, special 
ly in those aieas where long-term 
projections are made by the units as 
must necessarily be done when the 
gestation peiiod is a long one 
The Prime Minister, while review 
mg the working of the industries 
ministry last month floated this idea 
and suggested that if a measure of 
“stability” is brought about in the 
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planning process this might result .in 
better productivity. Expansion and 
resource mobilisation would be 
easier. The meeting was attended by 
the union minister for industry and 
company affairs, Veerendra Patil, 
the union minister of state for indus¬ 
try, Arif Mohammed Khan and the 
four secretaries attached to the 
ministry. Reportedly, the ministry 
officials were asked to outline an 
industrial policy which would fit into 
a long-term plan. A di.scussion was 
also held to find out the methods for 
implementing such a plan. 

Interestingly, parliamentary 
secretary Arun Singh, supposed to be 
one of the brains behind the Prime 
Minister’s economic thrust, sug¬ 
gested that the 1956 Industrial Policy 
Resolution (IPR) needed to be “re- 


A lthough 29,5 years old, Calcutta is 
by all means still a young cit.y, it 
has already fallen prey to the rav¬ 
ages of a geriatric disease—sclerosis 
■ of its arteries and severe impairment 
of circulation: In tandem with the 
steep rise in population,- thanks 
largely to the post-1947 influx of 
refugees, the number of vehicles in 
the city has gone up by leaps and 
bounds to about 1.7 lakhs at present. 
Yet, roadspace—the city’s arteries— 
has remained virtually the same, 
causing the sclerosis to set in. Thus, 
to compare, while as much as 2.H per 
cent of the surface, area of the city pf _ 
New Delhi consists of roads, the 
corresponding figure for Calcutta is a 
miserable six per cent. And this 
compares quite unfavourably with 
Bombay’s statistic of 18 per cent, too. 

Meanwhile, traffic congestion in 
the central districts of the city has 
degenerated from the disorderly to 
the chaotic, with violation of traffic 
rules gmng up at the rate of 11 per 
cent per month. So far; the author¬ 
ities have only rinkered wifh the 
system, half-heartedly restricting the 
movement of trucks and ■slow-moving 
vehicles like rickshaws and hand¬ 
carts, fining offenders on the spot, 
realigning certain heavy-density traf¬ 
fic routes to one-way at rush time and 
so on. Predictably, the effect has only 
been marginal, with the basic prob¬ 
lem continuing and even taking a 
turn for the worse. 

It this process of slow strangula- 

IK swtMnae tsK. 


framed” keeping la view the for- 
”ward plan. The IPR has been so far 
the basic document of the union 
government for policy decisions on 
industry. It is now likely to come in 
for some upheaval because, as Arun 
Singh put it, a lot of changes both in 
the economic and technical fields 
have taken place in India and abroad 
since 1956. 

The finance minister has stated in 
Parliament recently that some 
changes in the IPR were being “con¬ 
ceptualised.” No one expects any 
drastic shift, but Rajiv Gandhi seems 
to be moulding policies more in the 
light of what he thinks to be correct. 
Despite protestations of “continui¬ 
ty,” a departure is visible—and more 
IS likely to come. 

Hanlev Singh, Nmw Delhi 


tion that the “traffic management 
week,” which began on 12 August, 
wanted to reverse. Perhaps, realising 
that little could be done immediately 
to solve the problems of insufficient 
road space, congestion and lack of 
infrastructural facilities, the Associa¬ 
tion of Indian Engineering Industry 
(AIEl) and the Calcutta police—^who 
jointly conducted the week-long 
effort—pitted their efforts on 
teaching motorists and pedestrians 
the importance of obeying road safe¬ 
ty measures and traffic rules. 

Yet, throughout the week, there 
was little improvement in traffic con¬ 
ditions in downtown Calcutta. De¬ 
spite the sound and occasional fury 
of hapless traffic constables, cars 


I'raflic in Calcutta: chaotic 



contnraed tonwch 
majbr 

hours and pedestrians—as usual— 
spilled over on the carriageway while 
hawkers still hogged the pavements- 
The much publicised “speech 
arrangements” made specialljy|jjr| 
the traffic week also came a cadiH af. 
Many of the blue and wjydpr^ffic 
control booths set up atJpMJor cros¬ 
sings remained for long 

hours. Even whejj tSSJ' were manned, 
the announ cesne nts from the. booths 
were bare)]d|fl&ible above the din of 
traffic M#'only added to the decibel 
level^oTne mpve to use volunteers to 
control traffic was even less success- 
‘*ful. On the first day—and this set the 
trend for the rest of the week—only 
about 50 volunteers turned up for 
duty from amongst the 400 young 
men and women who wer-- expected 
to take up positions at 40 vital street - 
crossings to help both'n>otArisu<ai¥l ■ 
pedestrians. 

But perhaps the biggest failure of 
all was that one major objectivife^vl-/ 
creating public awareness—flopped. 
“How can a week’s haphazard fiiffiJtts 
help?” asked the typical sceptical 
citizen. And, even as the traffic iridn- 
agement week drew to a close, h was 
fairly obvious that all the huffihghhd 
puffing had been in vain. '" ■ * 

Of course, not everyone was pre¬ 
pared to admit defeat. “We firndV 
believe that the traffic problem is 
not beyond a solutibm” ^a'id'Rajlyb 
Kaul, eastern regional chairman of 
the AIEl. Kaul produced 'a' fejiW^ 
based on sp6t 

point. The recommehdatioiU'iu'aiM^h 
this report include introducing ■more 
one-way routes, creating a ring ftfaii 
route a la Delhi and construcring a 
Rs 3 crore elevated pedestrian walk¬ 
way 3 km long connecting the busi¬ 
ness district with Sealdah, the city’s 
main railway station south 'of 'fhe 
river ttooghly. Impleitientatioh of 
these and other measure^^ say'Alfti 
planners, will co^' '“drily 10 
crores” but would mean goud6y^‘\o 
traffic jams in the heart of'^he toWn. 

Unless urgent measures are tai^eh, 
warn town planners, the' 'Chinos’'in 
Calcutta’s streets will only -worsen. 
For, by the turn of the cehfij^,' the 
number of commuters will rise to il 
inillion from about 6.5 in 

1984 and the numbj^'t, bf VjPhicjes will 
increase to over three lakhs.'l|j('all 
accounts, the thoroughTdre^tyill 
be clogged for long hours with'.l^m- 
per-to-buriiper traffic. But'if jfte’flop¬ 
ping of the recent traffic mano'ge- 
ment week is any indicator, tl^e .blten 
fatal disease pf arteribsclerosis 
might well claim yet ahothe'f Jilirtim’: 

the city of Calcutta. . ' • 

ChdmKwfy, Celaike 
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•INFRASTRUCTURE' — 

No Jam Tomorrow? 


Smooth traffic in Calcutta remains a mirage 
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V«);a«d Leatdnf; Bas entered 
agt^oament for leasing Itnjwtwd' 
Sl(t)da Generators in t^dla. It atm' 
has plans id^e tm lease iaiportad 
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SHARES / TOP TEN 




Opening 


1985 


market 




quote on 


High 

Low 

Sept 9 


Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

ACC 

595 00 

385 00 

536 00 

Birla Jute 

88 75 

57 70 

79 50 

Brooke Bond 

82 00 

47 00 

61 00 

Calcutta Electric 

25 25 

11 95 

21 50 

Dunlop 

48 75 

22 30 

44 00 

Et Kpiels 

53 00 

25 25 

46 00 

Gujt state Pert 

790 00 

537 00 

705 00 

Hind Motors 

85 50 

31 81 

72 60 

lEL Ud 

73 50 

32 80 

5725 

Telco 

980 00 

409 00 

760 00 

Nolo Tha most acinviy traOad aham laai mak 
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Wlqr write 
edienyinimtape? 



easytoleamwhmycfuliaweRemiii^ 


Typing Is today’s way of writing—letters, notes, 
articles, anything. It’s quicker, neater, more efficient 
than writing by hand. And now— it’s easier too, with 
Remington Travelriter, the tough little compact that’s 
priced within ea^ reach! 




Ea^'to-foUow booklet on 

Touch Method Typing available on request from aU 
Remington ofdces. 



REMINGTON 

Tmjdriter 


Theljypewrlterfcr 
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^MvcZubermd 
tmAnootadbm Patel have 
decided to call it a day, 
ending a three-year-old 
witau. Reason; despite a 
non-exMtem career she 
feels that there is more to 
life than sitting at home 
utd pondenng to Marc’s 
wishes. Marc vdio has been 
keen on finding himself a 
wife who is not 
career<onscious. will have 
to start looking for a 
suitable partner all over 
again. Mmwhile, 
Anooradha is patimtly 
awaiting the completion of 
her film. Rukbaat, being 
directed by Simi Garewal. 
It is on the sets of this very 
film that the two first met 
and fell head over heels in 
love with each other 

Bemember Deepak 
mmPlanaharwbo was not 


model inxhe country and 
Who after his entiy into 
films, courts<tyB.R. 
Chopra, almost passed 
fiito anonymity except tor 
the occasionel film ortwor 
hikaabt dw film in which 
he had acted along with 


the industry stil! 
remendier the day vdien 
Raa j Kumar called die 
dir^or, who has had 
many hit films to his name 
since then, ’’an idiot who 
does not know his job.” 
The role that he turned 
down was later played by 
Afflitabh Bachchan, then a 
lesser known star. The 
film was Zanjeer aad the 
rest is now history. 

J| nita RaaJ seems to have 
#1 set the fUm industry on 
guessing games. Three 
months ago she was 
painting town red with 
director Sunil Hingorani 


and excltodj^ cbdmfaig 
that he wa< w matt k bor 
Hfe. But dme paaaad «afi 
she was soon netted myridt 
that Sunil was nothkg 
more than a good firimid* 
She even said that ttU 
stories about tbeir affair 
was just a publicity stunt 
And yet rumours about 
their rendezvous at Odd 
hours made the rounds. 
Mow Anita seems to have 
changed her mind once 
again: she is seriously 
thinking of marrying Sunil 
when the right time 
comes. Whether Anita will 
suck to her decision this 
ume, only tune will tell. 


two other newcomers. Raj 
Babbar aad Salma Agha, 
turned out to be the 
beginnuig of the end for 
Deepak’s career-WhileRaj 
Babbar and Deepak both 
ran a imrallel race for 
somerime, Rnj soon 
overtook him and Deepak 
was saddled with second 
rate roles in B-grade films. 
Things took a turn for the 
worse when there was talk 
about his benna a 
homosexual. lus career 
nosedived and so did his 
personal rMationsiiips 
with model Anita Reddy 
and actress Shmna Ana^. 
Recently, De^mk tied the 
wedding knpt when he got 
married to Sarixa, who is 
not from the film Indusixy- 

Twelve years ago, 

I PrakashMefara iia4 
been at the racaMqg end 
kRaay'KiiaNit’b 
invect iyes-ffow, 
everyffiittg stteamto be 
foramum-fieibittltt 
nowingttf sigMpkea the 
eccentrkttCtor w one of 
his fflmftMti^ meat ■ 


ohavebeenaieimdiii lAaimffaMt 










SPOTLIGHT 


Silent Service 

I t fires its members with a 
will that seeks to con¬ 
quer disability and an im¬ 
agination that makes si¬ 
lence eloquent. Silence, a 
Calcutta-based organisa- 
tion,helps the deaf, dumb 
and even the disabled to 
become “contributing 
members of society.” 
Formed in 1977, it started 


with four deaf and dumb 
artists of the Government 
Art College who designed, 
painted and sold greeting 
cards. Today it gives ex¬ 
pression to the dreams of 
more than 30 people 
through its greeting card, 
screen printing and 
marketing, projects, pro¬ 
viding eacli one of them 
with an average income of 
about Rs 300 per month. 



The inmates of Silence: brilliant work 


UK’s First Asian 
MP? 

W ith a little bit of help 
from Lady Luck, he 
could soon become the 
first Asian to hold a seat in 
the British Parliament. 
The 46-year-old Uganda- 
born Praful Patel, who 
prefers to be called an 
“overseas Indian,” has 
been active in the indust¬ 
rial scene in India too. 
Patel’s suggestions that a 
conference of non-resident 
Indians be held and the 
Andaman and Nicobar 
islands be converted into a 
free port seems to have 
finally caught the eye of 
the finance ministry. His 
reputation as a champion 
of the Asian community in 
London and an advocate of 
human and civil rights 
clinched him the Labour 
Party ticket of the presti¬ 
gious Brent North consti¬ 
tuency for the 1987 gener¬ 
al elections. Till the cam¬ 
paigning begins, Patel will 
keep himself busy lob¬ 
bying with officials in the 
Indian finance ministry. 



Patel; voice of the Asians 


Lone Crusader 

S hib Shankar Chakra- 
borty is a Calcutta 
lawyer with a difference. 
Unlike other lawyers who 
charge a fee for fighting a 
case, he not only pays for 
the litigation of his clients, 
but also for their transport 
and lodging charges. His is 
a relentless struggle 
against the injustice 
meted out to rape victims, 
lost or abandoned girls 
who have been lan¬ 
guishing in jails for years 
for no crime of their own. 


The Next Act 

M gr in Tamil Nadu and 
NTR in Andhra 
Pradesh have-shown the 
way to the highest seat of 
power one can aspire for 
in state politics. Kannada 
matinee idol Rajkumar 
seems to be taking 
his own sweet time in tak¬ 
ing the final leap into the 
rough-and-tumble that is 
politics. However, as far as 
cinema is concerned, he is 
undoubtedly the ageless 
actor: his Jwalamukhi 


Success hasn’t frowned 
upon him either: last year 
he was instrumental in re¬ 
leasing 79 girls who had 
been illegally detained in 
Calcutta’s Presidency jail 
and the Rescue Home for 
Women at Liluah in How¬ 
rah district of West Ben¬ 
gal. Thanks to his efforts, a 
father was recently united 
with his long-lost daugh¬ 
ter, Jyotsna Mistry, who 
he had thought was dead. 
According toMrChakrabo- 
rty“What disillusions me 
most is that no one as yet 
has come forward to help 
me in my lone battle.” 


which is currently showing 
to packed houses in Banga¬ 
lore has been fraught with 
problems. First, it was 
irate fans who stoned the 
movie halls, because the 
tickets were not being 
issued on time. Second, 
the movie houses re¬ 
mained closed for a week 
following a strike by cine 
workers. Luckily the 
strike was called off in 
time for the release of 
Jwalamukhi, as the work¬ 
ers feared the wrath of 
Rajkumar’s fans. 



Chakraborty: one-man army 


f^htingfora 

**|f I have committed a 
■fault, then let them 
chargesheet me and hang 
me. But till I receive a 
reply, I will protest at the 
Boat Club and may die of 
starvation,” says Vidya 
Prakash who was dismis¬ 
sed from the army nine 
months ago following the 
summary court martial for 
absenting himself from his 
duties as draughtsman for 
45 days. Along with his 
family,! he has started a 
protest on the lawns of the 
Boat Club in Delhi, Why 
does not the 31-year-old 
ex-armyman take up some 
other occupation till his 
appeal is registered? Re¬ 
torted Prakash, “I know, 
once I start to sell bananas 
or begging for survival, I 
will remain a beggar for 
the rest of my life. Instead 
I will die here to remind 
the government of the in¬ 
human treatment service¬ 
men are given and the abs¬ 
ence of justice. 



Vidya Prakash with children 


The Claim to 
Fame 

H e started his career as a 
small-time insurance 
agent and worked his way 
up to a place in the Guin~ 
ness Book of World Re¬ 
cords. J. Dholakia, a Ra¬ 
jkot-based insurance 
agent, carved for himself a 
niche in the prestigious 
tome for surpassing the 
international record for 
the largest insurance 
claims in any given year: 
crossing the Rs one crore 
mark for 17 successive 
years is no mean feat. 




»y<.((>(n8 engmetrsd captive ponver geiVMi^n 


Mere genset installations... 





• All India marketing 
and service 
network. 

• Rating range — 

3.4 to 10,400 kVA. 

• Excellent pre and 
after sales service 

• Systems engi¬ 
neering back-up 

• Indian represen¬ 
tative — Mirrlees 
Blackstone 
Gensets. 

• The reputation of 
reliability 


or, total systems 
packages. 

Parry does the job. 



Parry's pioneering 
expertise can be 
experienced any¬ 
where in India ... the 
marketing and 
servicing network 
spanning the entire 
country. Service 
Engineers with sound 
technical background 
are available for need 
assessment, pre- 
purchase guidance, 
commissioning and 
servicing of gensets. 

The Parry Genset 
range is wide enough 
to meet the captive 
power requirements 
of small, medium and 
large user segments. 
Starting with the 
identification of the 
rating requirement, 
the suggestion of the 
right engine- 
alternator mix, the 
commissioning and 
servicing of gensets.. 
Parry expertise 
moves to much 
higher areas of 
specialised capabili¬ 
ties .., for the 
planning and 
execution of total 
systems packages 

• Pioneering exper¬ 
tise in captive 
power generation 


For systems engineered . j 

captive power generation 'Vj 

Parry & Co, Ltd., M 

Oar«HouM Madru-eOOOOl Phone 29251 Tlx 041-6656 • United India Building 

Sir Phlrozshah Mehta Road, BomtMy-400 001 Phone 318000 Tlx 011 2237 4lilH 

• 32 Cbowringhee Calcutta-700 071 Phone 240661 Tlx 021 7316 

e Jeewan Deep Buildino Sanaad Marg New Oelh'- 110 001 Phone 3i2869Tlx 03t-6i59i 

Also Branchot at : Bangalore a Cochin e Coimbatore • Gauhati 

e Kanpur e Ludhiana e Secunderabad 



L wAleen Mishra (Chutki 
or Hum Log) will soon 
make her debut in films. 
Govind Nihalani, director 
of the award-winning Ardh 
Satya, has signed her for 
his new film, Aaghaat. The 
film, for which the shoot¬ 
ing is already complete, 
will be released in the 






l,oveleen Mishra (bottom riaht) with the Hum l.ng family 


near future. Loveleen, 
who is a first year student 
of history in New Delhi’s 
Lady Shriram College, in¬ 
tends completing her gra¬ 
duation and also 
her shooting scheduies 
for Hum Log and any film 


which may come her way. 
But she is very choosy: “I 
shall take on films of only 
renowned directors.” says 
she Unlike Loveleen, 
Rajesh Puri (Lallu) has 
been signing on every film 
that comes his way. 


A min Sayani, the noted j 

radio commentator, is 
planning a new serial, 

Khari KAari. Directed by 
Rajendra Bhatia and pro¬ 
duced by Ved Rahi, it 
deals with a theme of so¬ 
cial relevance. Comedy, 
however, is its main attrac¬ 
tion. 

N ow TV viewers can 
have a taste of the Ger¬ 
man Telemacch—desi 
style. Sponsored by God¬ 
frey Phillips India Ltd. 
Telegames, shows diffe¬ 
rent indigenously devised 
games, keeping in tune 
with the spirit of the Ger¬ 
man programme. In all, 
eight teams from different 
parts of Bombay took part, 
with the team from Bandra 
West lifting the trophy. 

The games will soon be 
shown on Doordarshan on 
a regular basis and orga¬ 
nisers plan to hold Tele¬ 
games all over the coun¬ 
try. The idea is the brain¬ 
child of Roger Pereira, the 
chief executive of Shilpi 
Advertising. 

M rinal Sen has made his 
entry into the world 
of TV serials His serial, 
Many Faces of Love, will 
be televised on the nation¬ 
al network from May-June 
1986. There will be 13 epi¬ 
sodes, each a love story 
translated from Benga¬ 
li to Hindi. The fifst epi¬ 



sode, for which shooting 
began on 9 September, is 
based on a short story by 
Achintya Kumar Sengupta 
and features Apama Sen 
and Girish Kamad. Noted 



Gwitam Gbose: branching nut 


Mrinal Sen; new horizuns 

Bengali writers, whose 
stories have been selected 
are Rabindranath Tagore, 
Sunil Gangulj^. 

Ramapada Ctiowdhury 
and Premendra Mitra. 

W est Bengal will soon 
have its very own TV 
serial. Presented by 
Gautam Ghost of Paar 
fame, Bangla Calpo Bichit- 
ra will bring Bengal’s liter¬ 
ary heritage to television 
audiences. Sponsored by 
Dey’s Medical, the makers 
of pharmaceuticals, the se¬ 
rial comprises 13 selected 
short stories by contem¬ 
porary writers like Asha- 
purna Devi, Shirshendu 
Mukherjee, Sunil Gangu¬ 
ly, Premendra Mitra and 
others. Of the 13 episodes 
at least six will be directed 
by Gautam Ghosh. Among 
the stories that have 
already been filmed are 
Bonophul’s Ain and Sanjib 
Chattopadhyay’s Sofa- 
cum-Bed. 
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In exchange transactions, 

our Reuter Monitor gives you the edge. 




A constant stream of up-to-the-rninute 
information from every flnanciai centre 
in the world on prevailing currency rates, 
through the Reuter Monitor screen. 

To give you the best rates possible 
In your foreign exchange deals. 

That's what it takes to give you the CKlge. 
And HongkongEVank has it. 

Isn't it time we talked? 



HongkongBank 

The MongHong and Shanghai Banking Corporation 

Bombay Calcutta new Delhi 
Madras Visakhapatnam 
Merchant Banking Division Bombay 
The British Bank of the Middle Cast Bombay 

Your flnanciai edge, 
the world over. 




SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY 


FIBRE OPTICS 


Communicating via Lasers 


T he wispy strands of glass are so 
thin they can easily pass 
through the eye of a needle. Yet 
they are replacing copper cables 
and revolutionising communications 
the world over. Made of exceptional¬ 
ly pure glass, the hair-thin optical 
fibres carry thousands of telephone 
conversations in the form of very fast 
streams of light pulses. The source of 
light is a laser no larger than a grain 
of sand. Laser is akin to a radio 
transmitter except that it emits 
waves in the optical frequency. 
Flashing on and off million times a 
second, the laser shoots a stream of 
light pulses carrying the messages. 
Trapped within the glass core, and 
travelling at the speed of light 
through several kilometres of fibre, 
the pulses arrive virtually “undim¬ 
med” at the other end where a detec¬ 
tor, smaller than the thumb nail, 
translates the pulses back into sound 
or electricity. 

This, in essence, is fibre optics 
communications, a new technology 
that has enormously increased man's 
capacity to move words, pictures and 
data from place to place. Quite simp¬ 
ly, telephone conversations, televi¬ 
sion broadcasts, computer data, or 
any other message can be translated 
into light waves and sent through 
glass wires instead of the convention¬ 
al technique of translating them into 
electrical impulses and sending them 
through copper wires. The informa¬ 
tion transmitted through optical 
fibre is in digital form, as pulses of 
light, much like those that might be 
used to transmit Morse code. Theore¬ 
tically, 3,00,000 trillion pulses can be 
sent per second through the fibre but 
it has so far not been possible to 
switch lasers faster than 10,000 mil¬ 
lion times a second. 

The enormous information- 
carrying capacity of glass fibre is due 
to the fact that light waves have a 
high “bandwidth” or, in other words, 
greater “room” to accommodate mes¬ 
sages than electrical waves sent 
through copper wires. In fact, a sing¬ 
le fibre can carry 30,000 telephone 
calls or 20 television programmes 
simultaneously or transmit the Bible 
in a tenth of a second. Optical fibre 
has other advantages too. While the 
world’s supply of copper is running 
out, sand — the principal ingredient 
in glass—is just about endless. Being 
thin, more glass fibres can be fitted 
in crowded ducts under streets of 


cities. While a typical copper tele¬ 
phone cable is eight centimetres 
thick and weighs four to 12 kilograms 
per metre, a glass cable would be a 
centimetre thick (mostly because of 
plastic filler) and weigh about 0.135 
kilogram. Glass fibre is also easier 
and cheaper to maintain. Because 
electronic signals sent through cop¬ 
per tend to weaken over long dis¬ 
tances, the telephone company must 




The optical fibre table used in telephone 
.systems sheathed in polsthene 

install amplifiers every 2.5 
kilometres to boost the signal. Light 
waves sent through glass fibres re¬ 
quire no boosters for up to 50 
inlometres or more. Optical fibres 
are not so vulnerable to high temper¬ 
atures, need no insulation, are free 
from interference and there is no 
risk of elect! ic sparks. Signals 
through glass fibre do not leak out, so 
there will be no cross-connections. 
The most attractive quality of glass 
fibre is that it is secure from wire 


tapping, a distinct advantage for 
militate systems. , j 

Optical fibres are already more ! 
economic than coaxial cables In i 
trunk communications between 
cities and in junction networks link- I 
ing local exchanges within a city. I 
Eventually, optical fibre will be ! 
cheap enough to connect individual 
homes.bringing a wide range of ser- ' 
vices besides the telephone connec- ' 
tion. These include cable television^, 
teleshopping, banking, video games^ 
video phones and access to data 
bases.all from a single glass fibre 
plugged to the wall. In fact. France is 
going ahead with its plan to wire up 
the town of Biarritz where 5000 
households can receive radio, send ' 
mail to each other on facsimile, and 
I shop from home. The Nippon Tele 
I phone and Telegraph is installing a 
multi-billion dollar fibre optics net 
work in Japan to serve 10.000 sub- 
, scnbers. Some 350 subscribers in 
seven West German cities are being 
connected by a network of 2,000 
kilometres of optical fibre cable. All ' 
new cables laid in Britain's trunk 
network since 1984 were optical 
fibre and at least one lakh kilometres 
of fibre will be installed in Britain by 
' 1990. In the USA the entire east 
, coast and ten other major cities have 
been linked with optical fibre, and^. 
the latest system using ‘monomode 
fibre went into commercial operation 
in New York in September 1983. 
Telecommunication authorities in 
the developing world too are bcgin- 
I ning to place large commercial j 
I orders for optical fibre systems for j 
I use in trunk routes while submarine J 
j cable systems are on the verge of 
I changing from coaxial to optical 
I fibre. In India, the first optical fibre * 
communications system was set up in | 
Pune connecting Shivaji Nagar and 
Cantonment exchanges. Buried two 
metres underground, the glass fibre • 
imported from Japan provides 120 ' 
telephone channels and has been 
functioning smoothly since 1979. 
With a projected fibre optics com¬ 
munication market of $4.32 million 
by 1990, India plans to import the j 
systems to cover a route length of 
7,000 kilometres. i 

The first suggestion for using light 
to transmit sound was made about „ 
100 years ago by Alexander Graham'-^ 
Bell, inventor of the telephone. In ' 
the photophone patented by Bell in 
1880, sunlight—bounced off a reflec- ! 
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tor smd fteussed by a lens—was in¬ 
termittently interrupted by a 
mechanism that vibrated in response 
to sound waves. At the receiving end, 
the pulsating light was converted 
into pulsating current by a selenium 
metal detector which has the proper¬ 
ty of varying its electrical resistance 
in proportion to light falling on it. A 
telephone receiver then recreated 
the original sound waves from the 
variations in the current. Bell’s 
photophone remained a museum 
piece and a practical system for 
optical communications had to wait 
until the discovery of lasers in 1960. 
A source of intense light of one single 
wavelength, the laser was destined to 
replace sunlight in Bell’s invention, 
but one major problem still re- 
p mained; .scientists did not have the 
right kind of pipe through which the 
laser light could be transmitted over 
long distances. This problem was 
solved in 1966 by Charles Kao, a 
China-born scientist then working 
j with the Standard Telecom Labor¬ 
atories in England. Kao, the acknow¬ 
ledged founder of fibre optics tech¬ 
nology, showed that extremely pure 
glass could he used to transmit light. 
Four years later. Corning Glass¬ 
works, U.SA, produced the first glass 
fibre that carried laser light to a 
distance of one kilometre. Thus fibre 
optics—merger of glass fibre and 
laser technology—was born. 

T he physics of glass fibre is fairly 
I simple. The fibre acts as a soda 
! straw for light waves. The simplest 
form of optical fibre called ‘step- 
index’ fibre, IS constructed with a 
^ core of dense glass surrounded by 
less dense material (cladding). 
Whenever the light passing through 
! the fibre tries to leak out, it is 
reflected back to the core due to a 
phenomenon known as total internal 
reflection. (The same principle pre¬ 
vents a swimmer from seeing objects 
above the water’s surface). Thus, 
light zigzags through the fibre bounc¬ 
ing back and forth the core-cladding 
interface. This ‘step-index’ fibre, 
however, has a major drawback: the 
zigzag travel reduces the sharpness 
of the signal as pulses elongate and 
do not reach simultaneously at the 
far end. 

This problem has been solved by 
the ‘graded-index’ fibre. Its core is 
made in such a way that the density 
varies smoothly from a maximum in 
the central region to a minimum at 
the periphery. As a result, instead of 
zigzagging, the light rays travel in 
smooth curving paths. Thus its in- 
i, formation content is less distorted. In 
the most recent and advanced form 
of fibre, the diameter of the core is 
reduced to (approximately) the 
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wavelength of the transmitted light, 
about two-to-eight millionths of a 
metre. In such ‘monomode’ fibre, all 
light waves take a straight path 
reaching their destination simul¬ 
taneously. 

Making optical fibre is not the 
same as glass blowing. The conven¬ 
tional way of melting ingredients to 
make glass permits entry of impuri¬ 
ties. Glass for optical fibre, which 
must be extremely pure, is made by 
vapour deposition process invented 
by Corning. 

Even the best optical fibre does 
not act as a perfect soda-straw for 
light. The fibres do lose light due to 
absorption of impurities like iron 
which can detract from the perform¬ 
ance of the fibre even if it is present 
at the rate of two parts per billion. 
For decades, glass chemists have 
been trying to decrease loss of light 
in optical fibres by increasing their 
purity. Light is also lost due to scat¬ 
tering by the presence of irregular¬ 
ities in glass that can be largely 
controlled during manufacture of the 
fibre. Some loss of light, may howev¬ 
er, be unavoidable but these can be 
reduced by increasing the 
wavelength of light. This means that 
red and near infra-red light is more 
easily transmitted through fibres 
than blue or ultraviolet light. Thus a 
‘windovn’ of wavelengths in the near 
infra-red between 600 and 1600 
nanometres is now being used for 
communicating through optical 
fibres. (One nanometre is one bil¬ 
lionth of a metre.) 

While the development has been 
rapid in lasers and glass fibres, re¬ 
search is still on for improved switch¬ 
ing systems by which information 
can be channelled to individual us¬ 
ers. Another area of research is ‘mul¬ 
tiplexing’ (presently each optical 


fibre is coupled to its own laser). This 
would allow a single fibre to transmit 
signals from several lasers operating 
at different wavelengths. This would 
be the logical way to increase the 
already prodigious communications 
capacity of an optical fibre. 

In India, research on fibre optics 
has been going on since 1978 in 
several laboratories. The Telecom¬ 
munications Research Centre has de¬ 
veloped a terminal equipment for a 
120-telephone channel system. The 
Indian Institute of Technology in 
New Delhi has a facility for testing 
fibres while the Instruments Re¬ 
search and Development Establish¬ 
ment in Dehra Dun has developed a 
variety of fibre optics components 
for defence. The Central Electronics 
Engineering Research Institute in 
Pilani has developed silicon avalan¬ 
che diodes for detecting and decod¬ 
ing laser pulse at the receiving end, 
while the Defence Solid State Phy¬ 
sics Laboratory in Delhi has suc¬ 
ceeded in fabricating the gallium-ars¬ 
enide lasers. The Central Scientific 
Instruments Organisation in Chandi¬ 
garh has developed a machine for 
drawing glass fibres. A more sophisti¬ 
cated facility at the Central Glass 
and Ceramics Research Institute in 
Calcutta has already started produc¬ 
ing small quantities of ‘graded-index 
first-window’ fibres. 

For over two decades, doctors have 
been using glass fibres as probes to 
explore the interiors of stomach, 
bladder or colon and even remove a 
tumour without major surgery. From 
medical probes to communications, 
the thin glass fibre has gone a long 
way. Before long it will replace con¬ 
ventional cables in airplanes, power 
plant control system, assorted milit¬ 
ary hardware and also computers. □ 
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but setting dose to my bank 
—Vysya Bank, is even mere 
important to me.” 


You know why'’ Saving money in Vysya Bank 
has taken care of my retirement days 
And Vysya Bank has many more schemes for 
perMns like me 

Yes you too can plan for your 
financially independent retired days by 
saving in our Parampara Deposit 
Scheme. 

With over 50 years of banking 
experience Vysya Bank offers many 
schemes tailor-made to suit every 
individual need 

Step into our nearest branch for 
details 


Sob how your sav ngs graw in our 
Parampari Dspos t Schama 
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Come, let ue grow together 


THE 

VYSYA BANK LTD 

flegdOtf Avenue Poad Bangalore 580002 
AdmvOH 72 Si Marks Road Bangalore 580 001 g 

CHAIRMAN RanwahCalll ° 



The Food Factor 



A satisfying meal increases the urge to smoke a 
cigarette and the pleasure the tobacco provides, 
according to a study conducted by Dr Murray Jarvik, a 
psychiatry professor of UCLA, USA “When people try 
to stop smoking, the cigarette they have the most 
difficulty giving up, is the one following the biggest 
meal If you could cure people of wanting that one 
cigarette, you would go a long way towards stopping 
cigarette smoking,” he said In rotation on three con 
sccutive nights, tour out of 12 smokers ate a solid meal of 
their choice, foui had a liquid substitute and four had 
water Questionnaires showed that crating for and 
satisfaction from a pre dmnei cigarette were the same 
tor all but craving and pleasure for a post prandial 
cigarette was highest for those who ate a solid meal. 


Fireflies: Providing the Clues i 

G eneral anaesthetics aie both valuable and potentially 
dangerous Limitations remain till scientists under 
stand how they work Two British biophysicists stem to 
have made some progress in this direction Their first 
discovery was that the anaesthetics affected even the 
fiieflies, blocking out the light This led Di Nick Fianks 
and Dr Bill Leib of Impeiial College 1 ondon.to question 
whether the human brain too had similar receptors like ■ 
fireflies, causing a patient to lose consciousness Soon 
afterwaids, they discoveted that ihcmical changes in 
the anaesthetics that weakened oi stiengthened then 
effect on the human brain had an exactly parallel effect 
on the blocking of the lucifeiase (the firefly protein 
which causes the fireflies to glow at night) Th< scien 
lists ate now hoping that measuiing the shape and 
chemical tharactenstics of the luciferase receptor in 
fireflies will give a clue to a similar molecule in the 
brain It this can be done, they w ill be able to pinpoint 
which part of the brain is affected bj the anaesthetics, 
the scientists claim 


The Endurable Drug 

A ustralian researchers at Adelaide Univeisity say they 
have developed an oral vaccine that could help 
eliminate cholera as a maioi killer in Third World 
countries The single dose vaccine is expected to last a 
lifetime while the present intravenous vaccine lasts only 
about SIX months The oral vat cine has been tested on 
animals, tests on humans will begin m the US next year 


Oldest Dinosaur Fossil 

A team led by Robert Long of the University of 
California, Berkeley, recently discovered the fossil¬ 
ised fragments of the oldest dinosaur skeleton known to 
mankind The find, which was made in Arizona’s Petri¬ 
fied Forest National Park,included dozens of other bones 
and an almost complete hind leg of the same species 
Robert Loi\g said that the dinosaur must have weighed 
about 100 pounds, was the size of a Great Dane, and 
lived almost 225 million years ago It appears to be a 
direct if pint-sized descendant of the condoati, the giant 
reptiles weighing up to ten tons that lived at the end of 
the age of reptiles Unlike the large and powerful • 
carnivorous dinosaurs, the httle beast probably ate only 
plants- as It waded through the swamps that covered 
Arizona in us heyday 
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VARIETY/Sundayweek 


BEGINNING 15 SEPTEMBER 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


ARIES (15 April—14 May) The 

stars foretell a bleak period 
lor you Businessmen should 
postpone expansion plans 
Professionals should avoid 
disputes vuith those m authonty The finan 
cial front is equally a ,appo nting At home 
your wife may suddenly fall il) adding to 
your finannal burden Watch your health 
Closely However this is a good period for 
marriage negotiations 
Bood dates 17 is and 19 
Lucky numbers 1 5 and g 
Favourable direction North 


LEO (IS August—14 Septem¬ 
ber) This IS a favourable week 
for courtship and marriage 
alliances Some of you are 
likely to gam money through 
unexpected sources Those in government 
service can look forward to a promotion 
Students too will fare well in their ex 
aminations Businessmen should carry on 
with their protects A member of your family 
IS likely to misunderstand you 
Good dates 16 17 and 20 
Lucky numbers 1 3 and 9 
Favourabie direction North west 




SAGITTARIUS (IS Decamlier— 
14 January) Social engage¬ 
ments will keep you busy this 
week but do not overstrain 
yourself as this will have an 
adverse effect on your health An elderly- 
member of your family may misunderstand 
you leading to a lot of unnecessary tension 
On the professional front you will come in 



for severe criticism However on the eco 
nomic front some of ycu may qain money 

Good dates 16 17 and 18 
Lucky numbers 1 2 and 3 
Favourabie direction North 


TAURUS (IS May—14 June) 

Thi-. s not d lucky phase lor 
love and courtship mis 
und( I standings may lead to 
f jtr iriqed relations Domes 
tic worries w II continue to plaque you 
Enemies will Of aitvo during this period 
do not take even your close friends lor 
granted Youi financal prospects howev 
er will look up but do not be extravagant 
and try to repay most of your debts 
Good dates 16 18 and 20 
Lucky numbers 7 8 and 9 
Favourable direction West 



VIRGO (15 September—14 
October) Lovers will find this 
period extremely favourable 
Those employed in govern 
ment concerns should be 
cautious while dealing with their superiors 
Businessmen are likely to face stiff com 
petition At home a member of your family 
may suddenly fall sick addirvg to your 
worries Singers and performing artistes 
will wn rare honours 
Good dates 15 16 and 19 
Lucky numbars 2 4 and 6 
Favourabta direction South 




CAPRICORN (IS January—14 
February) There are bright 
chances for the unemployed 
of securing jobs this week 
For those employed m the 
private sector a promotion or a posting to a 
place of your liking cannot be ruled out 
Businessmen will bag lucrative deals The 
home front will remain peaceful but an 
elderly member ol your family may fall ill A 
letter will bring good tidings 
Good dates 16 19 and 20 
Lucky numbers 3 4 and ^ 

Favourable direction South east 


GEMINI (15 June—14 July) 

s a good week for pro 
® \ Jii I fess onals but if some ol you 
r /JyTl Chang ng your 

careers do so only aftei con 
suiting your elders Lovers should avoid 
adventurous plans fhe per od s favour 
able for sportsmen and those in bus ness 
utlire every opportunity that comes your 
way At home your ch Idren will be a 
source ol )oy 
Good dates 15 17 and 19 
Lucky numbers 2 3 and 4 
Favourable direction South 


LIBRA (15 October-14 
November) This s a week of 
mxed fortunes Loveis will 
find this period disappo nting 
and they should take the 
advee of elders before executing plans 
But this is an excitng phase both for 
businessmen and professionals You 
should consult a doctor at the slightest 
indication of illness negligence may lead 
to complications 
Good dates 18 19 and 20 
Lucky numbers 2 4 and 8 
Favourable direction North easi 






AQUARIUS (15 February—14 
March) Stellar nfluences 
make th s an extremely 
favourable perod for all of 
you Lovers can go ahead 
w th marriage plans Friends and relatives 
will be very helpfu Bus nessmen will get 
opportunities to expand the r business A 
promoton cannot be ruled out for those in 
service Do no* neglect the health of your 
childrer A busy weekend s forecast 
Good dates 15 16 and 21 
Lucky numbers 5 6 and 8 

Favmirahift dlrftctlnn Ninith 



CANCER (IS July—14 August) 

Financiatly a prof table week 
lies ahead of you Business 
men will be able to repay 
most of their debts For those 
In service a promotion or a post ng to a 
better place is n the offing Prospects are 
also bright tor gamblers and speculators 
Lovers can qc ahead with man age plans 
Howevei your ctiildren w II ca jse a lot of 
worry for you this week 
Good dates 19 20 and 2 i 
Lucky numbers / 8 and 9 
Favourable direction Ei t 



SCORPIO (15 November—14 
December) All your efforts will 
be crowned with success this 
week Profession!. and 
businessmen w II make 
steady headway but avoid speculal ve ven 
ture 1 Students and creative arl sts will also 
find th E phase favourable If you are in love 
and intend ng to get man this is the 
Ideal t mi lo do so At tio e youi fam ly 
member' will give you a let ol happmes' 
Good dates 15 20 and 21 
Lucky numbars 3 5 and 7 
Favourabie direction West 



PtSCES (15 March—14 Aprit) 

The week begins on a bright 
note tor you Businessmen 
will cont nue to bo successful 
in their ventures and profos 
sionals ate likely to get tran,lerred to a 
belter p'ace Some of you may even win a 
lottery or gam propeity through inheritance 
A picasuip li p IS in the otfing and love and 
mniriage aie wel srtiled You will tide 
over youi mi i\ r i iblt ms 
Good dates 16 1 r an I 20 
Lucky numbers ^ 5 md 6 
Favourabie direction South west 


For those born between 15 October and 14 November 


Outwardly you appear to be amiable kind and polite You appreciate whatever is beautiful pea^ etui and harmon ous You are 
interested in the oprnion ol others but do not necessaii y share their viewpoints People born during th s period have a fa r sense of 
lustice You are essentially a lover of peace and ot'en act as a mediator during disputes A tendency towards laziness and 
procrast nation can be discerned in you Women born under thii sign like to dress up and socialize 










What’s the good word for a colour television 
that makes a Ravi Shastri out of your son? 


I » 



ECTV SPECTRA 
The magic word in colour 

Hooked' you say btautlfullv 
As beautUully as Hu television 
that s hooked you 

t( TV SPL( TRA A fi ast of 
colours Warm lovtn/^ and true 
A symphony m sound Rich 
clear and total A superb 
design And a heiitagc of 
service A colour television that 
only the magnificence of E( IL 
ran give you Verv dellnltelv one 
that s worth waiting for 

miV SPECTRA 

















This India 



I MADRAS This is a story of a senior 
journalist who was saved from an 
I embarrassing situation by a mere $a 
I lute from a police constable It all 
I began at Broadway one recent night 
with the scribe boarding a kumbako 
nam bound express bus A little while 
after the bus had started on us jour 
ney, there was a commotion a well 
dressed young woman started sobbing 
as the conductor ordered her to get 
down if she did not have the money for 
her ticket Tearfully, she told the pas 
! sengers that she had been thrown out 
I of her home by her businessman 
husband because she had not brought 
enough dowry and that all she posses 
sed was a ten rupee note The journal 
Iplst offered to pay her fare of Rs 20 and 
everybody heaved a sigh of relief But 
the next morning when the benefactor 
journalist was making his way out of 
the bus, he saw the woman coming 
towards him Suddenly, the whole see 
nano changed with the woman charg 
ing and wailmg that her husband was 
none other than the journalist himself 
At this stage of the drama, the 
“saviour”—in the form of a uniformed 
pobce constable—materialised The 
constable who had seen the journalist 
with police officers on previous occa 
sions, greeted him with a smart salute 
Making capital of the opportune entry 
by the constable, the journalist 
ordered that the woman be taken away 
to the police station But sensing dan 
ger, she had vanished—Indian Express 
(L Jambukeswaran, Madras) 

NEW DELHI Rajya Sabha chairman 
R Venkataraman directed the secret¬ 
ary-general of the House recently to 

r probe into the “comedy of errors” 
wh€reby 0 question which deelt with 
drought in the English translation re¬ 
ferred to floods in the Hindi version 


VARIETY 



The error came to light when some 
members like Kailashpati Mishra and 
Jagdambi Prasad Yadav sought to ask 
questions relating to flood relief and 
were not permitted on the grounds of 
asking irrelevant questions At this, 
several members protested that the 
Hindi version related to flood relief 
measures and so the chairman permit¬ 
ted questions to be asked on “flood, 
fire, drought or anything else ” While 
agriculture minister Buta Singh said 
there was possibility of a mistake 
either in his office or at the Rajya 
Sabha secretariat, Hukumdeo 
Narayan Yadav had the last word 
when he asked how a government 
could function when it mistook 
drought tor floods— Indian Express 
(P Mohanraj, Bangalore) 

BOMBAY Fourteen “pregnant” 
fisherwomen were found to be car 
tying bottles of foreign liquor, accord 
mg to recent reports In one of the 
biggest hauls of foreign liquor in re 
cent times by the city police, 240 
bottles of various brands of foreign 
made whisky valued at Rs 80,000 were 
seized from the fisherwomen recently 
The women weie arrested on suspicion 
and Drought to the police station 
where they were searched by women 
constables The whisky bottles were 
found tied to their waist, chest, back 
and legs, the police said— The Times 
of India (Ratnashree Neelaratna 
Javen, Bombay) 

NEW DELHI A book in Malayalam 
now being circulated among school 
and college students in Kerala, says Dr 
Rajendra Prasad was the food and 
agriculture minister in Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s cabinet in 1966 Dr Rajendra 
Prasad was a cabinet minister only in 
the interim cabinet, and Mi Nehru 
died in 1964 — Indian Express (P R 
Sreedhar, Vellore) 

COCHIN A Namboodiri family of 
nearby Tripunithura, once the seat of 
Cochin’s erstwhile royal family, has 
been performing the shraddhi (death 
anniversary rites) of a pel parrot for 
the past two centuries The story goes 
that Varekellil Knshnan Namboodiri’s 
ancestor had a pet parrot which was 
free to fly out at will and come back in 
the evenings One day, it so happened 
that when the parrot returned, its cage 
was dosed Without the safety of its 
cage. It was killed by a 6at Every year 
after that, the bereaved Namboodins 
marked the anniversary by feeding 16 
Brahmins The family has continued 
the tradition, though the number of 
Brahmins has come down to four, who 
are also given a eocoput, betel leaves, 
arecamlt and ten paise—Indian Ex¬ 
press (J. Prakasom, Madras) 





Without Comment 


That IS the doctor babu speak¬ 
ing—Jyoti Basu/commentmg on 
Rajiv Gandhi’s letter to the CM in 
which he mentioned that the state 
government had not done enough 
to promote tourist traffic 

I know how much affection you 
(Congress) have for my govern 
ment There is no danger to my 
government If anybody has such 
a dream it will turn out to be a 
bad one—RamaknshnaHegdelon 
the stability of his government,m 
The Times of India 



It will be a kail ministry and not 
an Akali ministry—Baba Jogmder 
Singh,on being asked if the Akalis 
would be able to form a ministry 
in Punjab 

They (the opposition) are so used 
to tutoring each other that they 
cannot keep quiet for five mi 
nutes—Rajiv Gandhi 

Being out of power is not being 
isolated Powei is not the main 
stream—^Jagannath Mishra, for 
mer Bihar chief minister, in Indian 
Express 

I am not afraid of terrorists None 
of us IS—H K L Bhagat in Indian 
Express 

I do not wish to shed a drop of 
blood, human or animal—Sri 
Lanka President J R Jayewar 
dene, declaring his wish to make 
peace with Tamil terrorists 

I am not this giant of a woman I 
am just down here like everyone 
else—Singer Tina Turner In Life 

Every housewife wants to be a 
star and every star wants to be a 
housewife—Shabana Azmi in 
Asiaweek 


pnu Nt 30 tor M amiy s»(n sm 
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I Each numbej in the main grid represents a letter The 

' same numbei always stands for the same letter To help Heit ait nint hoises in a squait table Can you, bv 
you make a start, three lerteis haye been given Can you , building two nioit squaie enclosuies, pul each horse in 
I now substitute the rest and complete the grid’ its own stabk 


Word Power 


Squaring Up 


LUCK 


VERY 


LACE [ ] LUCK 
BONY [ ] VERY 
RANK [ J ARABLE 
OUNCE [ ] LMS 
VENT [ ] LOPE 
ATE [ ] ACE 


BONY 

RANK 


VENT 


LOPE 


ATE 


ACE 


Here are some words with brackets between them 
You have to fit a letter in the brackets which will convert 
the words to the right and left of the brackets into other 
woids The letter in the bracket becomes the first letter 
of the new word 

When you have finished, the letters in the brackets 
reading downwards will form a word This is hot stuff! 



















TEASERS 


I Word Play 



i This word maze will contain 12 words when completed, 
I one letter per space, reading in either clockwise or 
, anti-clockwisc direction. The clues to the words are 
; given below: 

1 Twisted Iringe gives a digit. 

2 Abodes ignited to give pattern. 

; 3. Sell again. 

j 4. Give jumbled need in two rupees. 

5. ’E sized wrongly 

6. Estimates or judges. 

I 7. Defective. 

I 8. Get soft from brief lab by-lane, 
j 9. Cereal mixed up real in by. 

I 10. Not shorter, 
j 11. Rule or control 

! 12. Change position again, to take away. 


Matchmates 



Here’s an earful! Match these fac^s front and back. 

tuNMV is-ai 8*pi*iniw nies ' 


Figure it Out 



\ 

L 

1 

_1 


2 b e_d_ 





_ 



O 

A 

□ 


! Can the series be completed with a, b, c or d? 


j Solutions to last week’s Teasers: 
j Shape Sleuth: 16 

I Word Power; Weave, Haste, Plant, Create, Feast, Heart, 
, Bloat, Teasel s. 

I Witsharpener: 90 paise Only the three links in the first 
i chain need to be broken. With these the other four 
' pieces can be joined Together. 

j Word Ladder: SEA BED, BED ROCK, ROCK BOTTOM, 

I Auntly Oddities: My aunt is not quite as crazy as she 
sounds. She likes things whose name contains the letter 
I ‘S’. 

I Figure it Out: Look Again: The second 


column is the reverse of the 
first column. 




! 





















VARIETY 


Chess 


Th« first moves one learns in chess are 
invariably some kind of KP opening 
involving P-K4, B-QB4 and both knights 
developing on B3. Thereafter we grow up 
and move on to higher stretegical planes 
with fancy names such as Ruy Lopek or 
Sicilian Defence. Graduation, however, 
doss not necessarily imply mastery of the 
subject. 

Despite their apparent simplicity the 
quiet KP positions conceal inner subtleties 
which even grandmasters can fail to come 
to terms vvith, as for example in the 

following game. White is completely 
outmanoeuvred in a type of position we 
might othifrwise be tempted literally to 
describe as child's play. 

White; Rantanen. Black: Razuvaev. KP 
opening. Helsinki 1M4. 


1 P-4U P-K4 
3P-Q3 N-B3 
8N-83 P-Oa 


2»-a4 M-KB3 
4I^B3 B-B4 
eN-QR4 B-N3 


A move of which l always approve. The 
doubling of the QNPs will give Black a 
beautifully compact structure. 


Raiuvaev (Black) to move 


mmm . m\ 


'^ 4*1 


Rantanen (Whits) 


Again very instructive The knights would 
combine very well with the c'umo of 
central pawns after 8 BxB PxB 9NxB RPxN. 

8 B-QNS 0-0 9 BxN PxB 

10B-N5 Q-K2 110-0 P-KR3 
12B-KR4 B-B1I 

An original way to break the pin 12 
P-N4 would be too dangerous in view of 
13 NxNP PxN 14 BxP followed by P-B4 


13 P-KR3 Q-K3 14 Q-Q2 N-JMI 

IS K-R2 N-BB 10 NxB RPxN 

17 B-N3 DIAGRAM 

17 . .. NxNP! 

Completing the strategical lesson. Black 
obtains two pawns for his piece and a slow 
but irresistible attack. 

IS KxN QxP-r 19 K-NI P-KB4 

20PsP RxBP 2ia.K3 B-K3 

22P-4M 

Unable to bear the possibility of. B-Q4, 

but Black now obtains the tempo to 
introduce his last piece. 


22 . .. 

24QM(4 

QB-KB1 

R-N4 

23N-R2 

P-R4 

Renewing 
K-R1 B-N 

the threat of,.. P-R5 
51 

If now 

25Q-K3 

R-SS 

26K-R1 

P-RS 

27R-J(N1 

IhcB 

28RxP 

RxR 

29PxR 

P-B4 

30 K-N1 

8-02 

31 R-K81 

B-B3 

32R-B2 

R-NSI 


33 Resigns 


MICHAEL STEAN 


Bridge 


Strong, but non-forcmg. Two bids have 
been out of fashion since the days of the 
Lederer Two Clubs, although they make 
bidding much simpler than in most of the 
modern systems. The style is still played 
by some French pairs, as on this deal from 
a tournament in Djerba: 

Dealer East Love ell 

$AJ6S4 
♦A9863 
♦ J32 

♦ 864 M ♦Q73 

♦ K97 w/ F 090 10 32 

♦ K 10 54 

♦ 975 ^ AKDAna 


♦ AKJ109S2 

♦ Q J7 

♦ A 10 


♦ Q73 

♦ Q 10 3 2 

♦ 2 

♦ KQe64 I 




La Royer and Stoppa bid the North- 
South cards as follows: 

South North 

2# 3M 

3^ 44 

44 No 

West led the 6 of diamonds, which ran to 
the 7. Le Royer played off ace, king and 
jack of spades, discarding two clubs from 
dummy. This was a clever trick, because it 
tempted East to lead the king of clubs 


I when he was in, rather than a heart The 
! queen of diamonds was covered by the 
! king and South reached this end position; 


♦ - 

4PQ 10 

♦ - 
♦ Q 


The lead of the last trump produced 
twelve tricks end a fine score. 


TERENCE REESE 


Quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1. Which newspa^r. was once called 
the Daily Universe Register^ 

2. What Is known a& Columbian Gold? 

3. Schools are referred to as alma 
maters. What does alma mater liter¬ 
ally mean? 

4. What IS common to Bramley's Seedl¬ 
ing, Granny Smith and James 
Grieve? 

5. Name the bird which the poet William 
Wordsworth described as the “croak¬ 
er of death? ' 

6. Which famous Hollywood actress 
was known as the Iron Lady? 

7. Ringgit is the currency ot which 
country? 

8. Name the first demon to be slain by 


Rama in the Ramayana. 

9. Apart from India, two other countries 
celebrate their independence day on 
15 August. Name them. 

10. Farewell to Cricket \b the autobiogra¬ 
phy of which famous Australian 
batsman? 

11. In the United States, what does the 
phrase “Meeting Mr Wrong” imply ? 

12. Who lives in the Kuber palace? 

13. The well-known actress Sri Devi's 
first appearance in a Hindi film was as 
a child star. In which film? 

14. What is phecenoiogy the study of? 

15. What Is the capital of Assam? 

T6. In medical terminology, what is 
pyTenia? 


•jndsiQ 91 
siimis 10 Apms atii pk 
■eimr ei 

•jdABg JO juBDiseiH e’Ui gi 
■sseuiii iBjejE (sujojpuAs Aoueioijea 
eunuiuij pejinbov) SQIV buujeo - j j. 

UBlUpBJa PIBUOQ J!S 01. 

•uiBJUBg PUB eejoyj ujnos '6 

BltBJBX 8 
'BisAEieyv'/ 
oqjBO BjeiO '9 
uOABJ eui 9 
sejddB JO seiiajjBA hb ojb Asm > 
jeutoui jejso^ G 
BuenfMaw z 
uopuoi ‘sewjj. atu i 
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Okay chuck let b flip \ 
COIN TO SEE LUHU bE'-' 0 
BE THE HOME TEAM 



IHSMIUk \ / HESKIfeHT 
FIE.? vAtKL / Mk THI^ 15 
AlPLAL', TUb I THEIKFIELP 50 
MCMt Ft AW ' Tl-lti kEALkEAP>i 
I Fvlf HOME TEAM 


'Ll. . \ ... - 



ME HOME Y h£S Rlt-H’’NR iHfcS Rt 
TEAM ALUIA'.y the HOMt TEAM '^O THE'i 
6ATb LAST J bt L TO BAT lA‘'T 


MAKLit Wii.L\iJ I loi 
TAkINb V HUCk 5 01 
ABOUT EVEkVTN NJ 






tUNOAV ■’ S«0tPW>eT 
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pr^'' 1*1 ♦ '4 ^ 


DELHI DIARY 


Who Will Beard Raj Narain? 



D o vou rt cognise this 
fact ■' This IS the lace of 
the man who unsettled 
three Ptimt Ministtis In 
dtra Gandhi Moiaiii De 
sal and Chaian Sm^ h In 
the political wilderness lot 
the timt being Kai Naiain 
has sh »\ed off his llowing 


white beard and replaced 
the funny cloth bandana 
on his head with a red 
socialist tap Rat Narain 
IS known to grow a beaid 
whenever hi sets off on a 
new mission How long 
will ht lemain clean 
sha\ i n-' 


**No Praetorian Guards’’ 


I s the Pi lint Mmistir in 
aetessibU totlu loinmon 
man-' While a niissiit 
seiuritv ling suii omuls 
Rajit (laiulhi in 1 1< iici lo 
a Coil) less woiki I HI Horn 
bav written oii21 lull ihi 
PM has dt nicd that pi ojih 
aie unablt to meet him 
Ra|iv Gandhi wiote You 
have complained that peo 
pie cannot meti me artd 
their letters do not reaih 
me It this weie so whi 
aie the hunditds of pei 
sons 1 meet and wiite to 


evers dav' You tan take it 
from me that I have no 
piaitoiian guaids siii 
lounding me I havt to 
hast stall but the\ aie 
tluii to do mv wotk I his 
t maid about mv hi mg ina 
tttssible IS 1)1 ing spieail 
by some inteiisted 
gioiips and I am sortv that 
a membei of our party 
should fall toi It ” Aftet 
this rebuli, will any Con 
gri ssmen dare complain 
about being unable to 
reach the Piime' Minister’ 


Daring Right 

T he 29 year old chief ex 
ecutive of Vayudoot, the 
third level airline took 
the civil aviation depart 
ment by surprise on 1 
September Airawl has 
been deprived of an air 
link since May 1984 A 
Doiniei chartered by 
Vayudoot from Bhutan’s 
Druk Air damaged its 
undercai riage while land 
ing at the Ai/awl airstrip 
last year That ended the 
union tcititorvs an link 
with rhe rest of the coun 
try (Silchar in Assam is 
the nearest place Irom 
where people of Mi/oram 
can catch a flight now af 
ttr a seven houi load joui 
nev ) Harsh Vardhan 
asked his chief pilot in 
Calcutta Captain Sangai 
if a Fi kker I 27 could land 
at Aizawi and on getting 
an affirmative reply the 
youngest ever public sec 
tor chief executive de 
cided to oiganise a ptob 
ing flight to Miroram The 
civil aviation department 
warned him against the 
proposal and even stated 
in writing that the flight 


High Places 

I t would be wrong to de 
sciibe the fust term 
members of the eighth Lok 
Sabha as being “new ’ yet 
the Lok babha secretaiiat 
and thi Indian Parliamen 
tarv (iioup fell that de 
spite three sessions of the 
House onentaiion courses 
ought to be conducted foi 
the new’ members New 
Delhi the seat of the Par 
liament of India is not 


could be undertaken at 
"Vayudoot’s risk, with the 
DGCA taking no responsi 
bility whatsoever Harsh 
Vardhan told his staff in 
Calcutta that he himself 
would travel on t^ie prob 
mg flight and if any mis 
hap took place, he would 
also be involved This pep 
ped up the sprits of 
Vayudoot staff and at 
12 16 pm on 1 September 
a F 27 Jirciaft of 
Vayudoot landed at 
Aizawl The airstrip at the 
Mizoram capital is of | 
second world war vintage 
It needs immediate re I 
pairs and the DGCA s I 
warnings were not unwar | 
ranted Yet Harsh Var 
dhan s daring initiative 
has ensured that soon a I 
reguldi flight would start 
Incidentally Rs 96 lakhs 
have been spent recently 
on the Aizawl airstrip 
While the lunway is full of 
potholes, an impressive 
terminal building has 
tome up Did some one by 
mistake spend a major 
poition of the funds on the I 
building alone’ 


considered good enough as 
the venue for the course 
Shimla, Ootaeamund and 
Gangtok have been chosen 
for the courses for the 
‘new’’ MPs, who will be 
taken to these picturesque 
venues in September and 
October After all, MPs are 
entitled to be in high 
plates The altitudes of 
these hill resorts justifies 
their choice 


Troop Carriers 


W hv weie Indian An 
lines flights delayed 
in the last days of August 
and early September’ In 
most sectors (the worst 
affected was Calcutta) the 
flights were delayed by 
fout to five hours The 
civil aircraft had been di 
verted for ferrying troops 
to Punjab from the north 


east Foi many nights, the 
Guwahati airport received 
two additional Airbus 
flights, around 11 pm and 
1 am, which came in empty 
and left with para military 
troops The first repercus 
sions of the Punjab poll 
were felt by air passen 
gers 

D.£. NaumuMli 
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Tfie sprit of adventure soaring hfghl 



¥<»* pirtt(^>vrtsLl1ie is In the 
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A thf^lHif rich rew«Nit •Mattthe^c^ 
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And for lt's«A evcm^tce to be .miwed. And^ 

youun,ni«i»thboocadanakUureH!Ufnkp)easu» 

nby to bok wbund Ohaiimatk 


youun 

fni^ 


andSH' 


lOhaiimatk 



DBUfl: Chandnlok Bide. 36 Janpaih, Tel: 345320. 
210-Tll,Kani5hka Shopping PIm, 19,AshokRQ(KL 
CAUXJlTAi 25, Camac Street, Tel: 446847. 

BOMBAY) Shop No. 2, Trade Centre, Arcade Wocki Trade Centre, 
Cufife Parade, Colaba. Tel: 219191/284. 

MADRAS: 28, Coinraanderin-Chief Road. Td: 812955. 
CHANDIGARH. SCO. 1048A9, SecJot 22B, Td: 26494. 

SIMIA: Tel: 33U, 4589,4559. 
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